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Pajmasler  General 

Qaartennaster  General 

Sar]f^eon  General 

CommUsaiT  General 

Ordnance  Office 

Military  Academy 

Chief  Engineer — FortiBcations : 

Harbor  and  river  improTements 

Public  buildings.  &c.,  Washington 

Repairs  and  inproyements  of  puolic  buildings,  &c.,  Washing- 
ton   

Signal  eorps 

Arreiis  of  pay  due  widows  of  soldiers,  war  1812 

UNDER  DIRECTION  OP  NAVY  DEPARTMENT.     . 

Office  Secretary  of  Nftvy 

Baneaa  Yards  and  Docks 

Btireui  Ordnance 

BoRta  Equipment  and  Recruiting 

Baresa  Navigation 

Bnraaa  Coustniction  and  Repair 

fioreaa  Steam  Engineering 

Borean  Provisions  and  Clothing 

Hiiieaa  Medicine  and  Surgery 

Marine  Corps 

K.«ki mates  for  the  Post  Office  Department.  Letter  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  transmitting 

Estimates  of  expenses  of  legislative  assembly  of  Washington 
Territory.  Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  en- 
closing   

F. 

Field,  Cyms  W.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  gold  medal  presented  to 

Fort  Snellitig  reservation.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  papers  relative  to  the  sale  of 

Freedraen.  Refug^  and  Abandoned  Lands.  Annual  report  of 
the  Commiflsiouer  of 

G. 

Gangers*  fees.      Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 

Revenue,  relative  to 

Gold  medal  to  George  Peabody.    Message  front  the  President 

of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 

Gold  coin  sold  since  January,  1863.     Letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  transmiitiug  various  statements  of 

Gold  medal  to  Cyrus  W.  Field.    Message  from  the  President 

of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 

H. 

Harris.  William  T.     Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  relative  to  claim  against  the  Brazilian  government  by. 

Hal cb.  Hon.  Isntel  T. ,  upon  the  commercial  relations  with  the 

Dominion  of  Canada.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  report  of 

Bell  Oate.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Temovml  of  obstructions  to  navigation  at 

Bubbirdf  G.  G.,  esq.,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  cheap 
astern  of  p(»ta^  telegraph.  Letter  from  the  Postmaster 
(;ifleni/,£ri»iwmitting  report  of 
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Indians,  Creeks.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  esti mates  of  appropriations  for 

Indians,  Sac  and  Fox.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
submitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for 

Indians,  Crow.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  sub- 


mitting estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  agent  of  the 
)tter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interipr, 


trans- 


Indians,  Crow.    Letter 
mitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the 

Indians,  Ute.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  trans- 
mitting letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  with 
estimates  of  appropriations  for * 

Indians,  Seneca  ana  Shawnee.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  submitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for 

Indians,  Pottawatomie.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, submitting  report  of  commissioners  to  examine  claims  of. . 

Indians,  Pottawatomie.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte-' 
rior  relative  to  the  division  of  the  tribal  funds  of  the 

Indian  trust  lands.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
relative  to  Sac  and  Fox 

Indian  Affairs.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Inspector  General  of  the  Army.    Annual  report  of  the 

Inspector  of  the  Military  Acaidemy.    Annual  report  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  statement  by  Surgeon  General  Barnes,  of 
expenditures  made  for  the  Columbia  HospitaL  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  copies  of  papers  in  relation  to  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  tran.<mitting  report  of  the  president  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company.   Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Interior,  relative  to  compensation  of  surveyors  general  for 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  &c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Interior,  transmitting  report  of  special -commissioner  relative  to 
the  examination  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  eastern  divi- 
sion, and  the  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  railroad.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimate  of  appropriations  required  for 
carrying  out  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Creek  Indians. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  agent  of  the 
Crow  Indians.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  Crow 
Indians     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  with  estimates  of  appropriations  for  Ute  Indians. 

.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  of  appropriations  for  Seneca  and 
Shawnee  Indians.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  in  relation  to  buildings  in  Washington,  under  lease 
for  rent  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  report  of  commissioners  on  Pottawatomie 
claims.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  the  division  of  the  tribal  funds  of  the  Potta- 
watomie Indians.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  trust  lands.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to  the  cost  of  art  decorations  at  the  United 
States  Capitol.    Letter  from  the  Secretai^  of  the 

Interior.'    Aiinual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the j 
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Pap€r$  aeeompanfing  the  above. 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud 
office 

Aonnal  report  of  the  CommissioDer  of  Pensions 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

Annual  report  of  the  Colnmbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dnmb 

Annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  and  superintendent  of 
construction  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane  for 
the  year  1867-'68 

Annual  report  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  for  1868 

Annual  report  of  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  extension 

Annual  report  of  the  warden  of  the  jail 

Annual  report  of  the  directors  of  Columbian  Hospital 

Intern^  revenue.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Intonal  revenue,  relative  to  gfauger*s  fees.    Letter  from  the 

Commissioner  of 'i'. 

btcaiational  Horticultural  Exhibition  at  Hamburg,  September, 

liS9.    Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Agricmtare  relative 

iotbe 

IitoB&tional  metric  system.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Tnuory,  tranamitting  report  of  E.  B.  Elliot  on  the 

J. 

Jodge  Advocate  General  of  the  Army.   Annual  report  of  the. . . 

JorisdictioQ  of  the  Court  of  Claims.    Letter  from  tiie  Secretary 

of  War,  relative  to  limiting 


Land  Office,  GeDeral. 
the 


Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 


Pmpert  aecompmntfing  the  mbove. 

Ko.  I.—Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  acres  of 
public  lands  sur^'eyed  in  the  following  States  and  Terri- 
tories up  to  June  :30,  1867,  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
and  the  total  of  the  public  lands  surveyed  up  to  June  30, 
le68;  also  the  total  area  of  the  public  domain  remaining 
nnsurveyed  within  the  same 

Ko.  2. — Statement  of  public  lauds  sold,  of  cash  and  bounty- 
laud  scrip  received  therefor,  number  of  acres  entered  under 
tbe  homestead  law  of  May  20,  1362,  of  commissions 
received  under  sixth  section  of  said  act ;  also  of  land  located 
with  scrip  under  the  agricultural  college  and  mechanic  act 
of  July '^,  ]>^2,  and  commissions  received  by  registers  and 
reeeirers  on  the  value  thereof,  aud  statement  of  incidental 
expenses  thereon,  in  the  first  half  of  tbe  fiscal  year,  com- 
mencing July  1, 1867,  and  ending  June  30,  1868 

Ko.  3.— Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  of  cash  and  bounty- 
land  scrip  received  therefor,  number  of  acres  entered  under 
tbe  homestead  law  of  May  20, 1862,  of  commissions  received 
under  sixth  section  of  said  act ;  also  of  land  located  with 
scrip  under  tbe  agricultural  college  and  mechanic  act  of 
July  2,  1862,  and  commissions  received  by  registers  and 
receivers  on  the  value  thereof,  and  statement  of  incidental 
expenses  thereon  in  the  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year  com- 
mencing July  1,  li^4  and  ending  June  30,  1868 

Ko.  4.-- Summary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868, 
showing  the  number  of  acres  disposed  of  for  cash,  with 
bounty-land  scrip,'  by  entry  under  the  homestead  laws  of 
May  20, 1862,  and  March  21,  1864,  with  aggregate  of  $10 
homestead  payments  and  homestead  commissions;  also, 
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locations  with  agricultural  college  and  mechanic  scrip, 
under  act  of  July  2,  18fi2 

No.  5. — Statement  exhibiting  the  quanti^  of  land  selected 
for  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved 
March  2.  1849,  September  28,  1850,  and  March  12,  1860, 
up  to  and  ending  September  30,  1868 

No.  6.— Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  land  approved 
to  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved 
March  2,  1849,  September  28,  1^50,  and  March  12,  1860, 
up  to  and  ending  September  30,  1868 

No.  7. — Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  land  patented 
to  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved 
September  28,  1850,  and  March  12,  1560,  and  also  the 
quantity  certified  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  under  act 
approved  March  2,  1849 

No.  8. — Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  State  selec- 
tioilB  under  the  act  of  September  4,  1841,  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1868 ;  internal  improvement  grant 

No.  9. — Condition  of  bounty-land  business  under  acts  of 
1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855,  showing  the  issues  and  loca- 
tions from  the  commencement  of  operations  under  said 
acts  to  June  :W,  1868 

No.  10. — Agricultural  selections  within  certain  States,  and 
also  scrip  locations  under  ag^cultural  and  mechanic  act  of 
July  2,  1862,  and  supplements  of  April  14,  1864,  and  July 
23,  1866 

No.  11. — Statement  exhibiting  land  concessions  by  acts  of 
Congress  to  States  and  corporations,  for  railroad  and  mili^ 
tary  wagon-road  purposes,  from  the  year  1850  to  June  30, 
1868 

No.  12. — Statement  exhibiting  land  concessions  by  acts  of 
Congress  to  States  for  canal  purposes  from  the  year  1827 
to  June  30,  1868 

No.  13. — Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870 

Estimates  of  appropriations  under  military  act  of  March  3^ 
1855,  and  heretofore  provided  per  act  of  August  18,  1856, 
making  appropriations,  &c.,  and  subsequent  appropriation 
laws 

Estimates  of  appropriations  required  to  meet  contingent 
expenses  of  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  to  meet  expenses  of  col- 
lecting the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30.  1870 

No.  14.— Estimates  of  appropriations  requited  for  the  sur- 
veying department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870. 

No.  15. — Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  surveying 
the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  18/0.. 

No.  16.— Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  sur- 
veying department,  to  supply  deficiency,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1869 

No.  17. — Report  of  Surveyor  General,  A.  to  L.,  inclusive. .. 

No.  18.— Statement  of  confirmed  Indian  pueblo  grants  and 
private  land  claims  in  New  Mexico 

No.  19. — Statement  showing  the  area  of  the  several  States 
and  Territories  containing  public  lands,  the  quantity  of 
land  disposed  of  by  sale  or  otherwise  in  each  up  to  the  30th 
June,  1868,  and  the  quantity  of  land  which  remained  unsold 
and  unappropriated  at  that  date  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories 

No.  20. — Historical  and  statistical  table  of  the  United  States 

of  North  America 

League  Island.  Letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  rela- 
tion to ••.... 
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MariDf  hospital  at  Chicafro,  Illinois.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasarjr,  relative  to  the 

Metmpolitan  police.     AoDnal  report  of  the 

Mexico.  Messai^  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
reUtion  to  convention  with  .' 

Mioeral  resoarcea  of  the  States  and  Tenitories  west  of  the 
Bock  J  moan  tains.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry.  transmitting  roport  of  B.  W.  Raymond  on  the 

Mint  at  Oarson  City,  Nevada.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  asking  additional  appropriation  for  machinery, 
&C..  for  branch 

Mint  at  Carson  City.  Nevada.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  cost  of  the 

N. 

Kfttiona]  Mechanics  and  Farmers*  Bank  of  Albany,  New  York. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  report 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  relative  to  the  condition 
of  the i 

KsTil  Academy.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

traaamitting  communication  from  Vice- Admiral  Porter  rela- 

0    tire  to  neceasity  of  additional  eronuds  at. 

KsTsI  Observatory.    Beport  of  the  superintendent  of  the 

Ksvy.    Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Pmper$  ac€ompan$ing  the  mbove  report. 

Beports  of  officers 

Beport  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Naval  Academy  for 

Estimates  Y»ffi9i^'»70"/.I!ll!!"l'.!!*!r.!!"IIl^"!I^ 

Beport  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Naval  Observatory 

Estimates  for  Naval  Academy 

Estimates  for  Naval  Observatory 

Bepurt  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Nautical  Almanac 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  £<|uipment  and  Recruiting. 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  ot  Navigation 

Bqwrt  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering — 

Bfport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bnreau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.. 

Beport  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps 

Kavv,  in  relation  to  League  island.    Letter  from  the  Secretary 

«*f  the 

Navy,  transmitting  report  of  a  commission  appointed  to  exam- 

ine  Boston  harbor  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  bridge 

between  Boston  and  East  Boston.    Letter  from  the  Secreta^ 

of  the 

Kavv,  transnoiitting  communication  from  Vice-Admiral  Porter 

relative  to  necessity  of  additional  grounds  at  Naval  Academy. 

Letter  from  the  Sectary  of  the 

Kavy,  relative  to  buildings  occupied  by  the  department  under 

lease,  &^c.     Letter  from  Secretary  of  the 

Kavy.  transmitting  correspondence  relative  to  the  Paraguay 

difficulties.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Nary,  transmitting  statement  relative  to  the  expenditure  of  the 

eontinffeut  fund  of  that  department.    Letter  from  the  Socre- 

tary  of  the 

New  York.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tr'ansmittiufi: 

nport  of  Quartermaster  General  relative  to  reduction  of  ex- 

pitaeiof  the  War  Department  in 
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New  York.  Letter  from  the  Secetary  of  War  relative  to  the 
number  of  officers,  civiliaos,  and  enlisted  men  in  military 
service  at  and  near 

Northwest  boundary  commission.  Mef sa^  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  concerning  the 


Oath  of  office.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 
the  modification  of  the  act  of  July  2,  1862,  prescribing  an. .. 

Obstructions  at  Hell  Qate.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
relative  to  the  removal  of 

Officers,  civilians,  and  men  in  military  service  at  and  near  New 
York.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Omaha.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  cor- 
respondence relative  to  purchase  of  land  at 

Ordnance.    Annual  report  of  the  Chief  of.  United  States  army. 

Overland  mail.  Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  relative  to 
contract  for  carrying  the 


Paraguay  difficulties.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  American  squadron  at 
Rio  Janeiro  and  the 

Paraguay.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  arrest  of  American  citizens  in 

Paraguay  difficulties.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  correspondence  relative  to  the 

Passage  of  United  States  vessels  through  the  Straw  Shoe  chan- 
nel of  the  Yangtze  river.  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  papers  relative  to  the 

Patents,  transmitting  an  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  his  office  from  July  20,  l»6d,  to  December  1,  lti66.  Let- 
ter from  the  Commissioner  of 


Paperg  accompan^ng  the  abtwe. 


A. — Statement  of  amount  paid  for  salaries 

B. — Statement  of  money  paid  for  temporary  clerks 

C. — Statement  of  money  paid  for  miscellaneous  and  contin- 
gent expenses < « 

D.— Statement  of  money  paid  for  withdrawals 

E. — ^statement  of  money  refunded  having  been  paid  by  mis- 
take  

F.— Statement  of  money  paid  for  copyrights 

Patents,  transmitting  annual  report.  Letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of,  (Parts  1,2, 3,  and  4} 

Paymaster  of  the  army.    Annual  report  of  the 

Peabody.  George.     Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  in  relation  to  the  gold  medal  to 

Pensions.     Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Persons  turned  over  for  trial  to  civil  authorities.     Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports  of  commanders  of 

military  departments  south  relative  to 
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Director  of  the  Mint 

1.  Deposits  at  the  Mint  and  branches,  1868  
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2.  Coinage  at  the  mint  and  blanches,  1868 

3.  Depoeits  of  domeatic  gold  and  siItot  productions 

4.  Coinage  of  the  mint  and  branches  from  1793  to  1666. .. 

5.  ^posits  of  domestic  gold  productions  from  ]d04  to 

6.  Silyer  coinage  from  1853  to  1666 

7.  Deposits  of  domestic  silver  productions  from  1841  to 

6.  Silrer  coins,  their  weight  and  yalue 

9.  Oold  coins,  their  weight  and  value 

10.  Gold,  silver,  and  copper  coiuage  from  1792  to  1866  — 

Ldght-house  Board 

Begister 

1.  Claims  paid  "  not  othem-ise  provided  for,"  1666 

2.  Customs  employes  and  their  compensation 

3.  Expenditures  at  each  custom-house  previous  to  1868  . . . 

4.  Public  debt,  statement  from  1791  to  1668 

5.  Total  revenue  of  the  United  States  from  1791  to  1868.. 

6.  Total  expenditures  of  the  United  States  from  1791  to 
1868 

7.  Tonnage  of  United  States  vessels  from  1789 to  1668.... 
H.  Tonnage  of  American  vessels  bv  collection  districts, 

1868 

9.  Appendix  A,  tonnage  of  vessels 

10.  Appoidix  B,  ship-building 

Solicitor 

1.  Suits  brought  and  business  arising  therefrom,  1867 

Tnanuer i 

1.  Receipts  and  payments  by  the  United  States  assistant 

tressareni  and  depositaries 

Ttessoiy,  transmitting  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  service 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870.     Letters  from  the 

Secreiaryof  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  statement  relative  to  the  issue,  conver- 
sion, and  purchase  of  United  States  bonds.     Letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  the 

TrBssury,  enclosing  estimates  of  current  expenses  of  the  legis- 
lative assembly,  & c ,  of  Washington  Territory.    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  

Treasury,  transmitting  report  of  Hon.  Israel  T.  Hatch,  on 
commercial  relations  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada.     Letter 

fnm  the  Secretary  of  the 

TreasujT,  asking  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  machinery, 
dc^  tor  the  branch  mint  at  Carson  City,  Nevada.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  postponing  time  for  discontinuance  of 
superintendent  of  exports  and  drawbacks.     Letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  the 

Tressury,  transmitting  report  relative  to  the  Engraving  and 

Printing  Bureau.    Letter  froq^  the  Secretary  of  the 

Tieasuiy,  stating  what  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  number 
of  officers  and  employes  of  his  department.    Letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  ..'. 

Treasury,  relative  to  cost  of  the  mint  at  Carson  City,  Nevada. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasniy,  relative  to  buildings  held  and  occupied  by  that  depart- 
ment.   Jitter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency relative  to  condition  of  National  Mechanics  and  Farm- 
ers* bank  of  Albany,  New  York.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
ofthe 


Tressury,  relative  to  the  Delaware  breakwater,  the  erection  of 
a  pier,  &c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

TVeasurv,  transmitting  report  of  E.  H.  Derby,  relative  to  the 
fisheries  on  the  coast  of  the  British  provinces.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 
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Tr^ttiy,  relative  to  the  removal  of  certain  persons  from  tbe 

collector's  office  in  Philadelphia.    Letter  from  the  Secretarr 

of  the '        9    77 

Treasury,  relative  to  monej  arising  from  sales  of  captured  and 

abandoned  property.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 9    82 

Treasury,  tranAmittiufp  various  statements  of  gold  coin  sold  by 

the  government  since  January,  J  863.    Letter  from  the  Sec- 

retaryofthe J3    84 

Treasury,  transmitting  report  of  R.  W.  Raymond  on  mineral 

resources  of  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Rocky  moun-  j 

tains.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the I        9    54 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  marine  hospital  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  > 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the I      13    100 

Treasury,  transmitting  list  of  clerks,  d:.c.,  in  the  Treasury  | 

Department.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the '      13   94 

Treasury,  transmitting  report  of  E.  B.  Elliot  on  the  international 

metric  system.    letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the '        9    76 


Page, 


Veterinary  surgeons  in  the  army.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  relative  to  the  employment  of  Alexander  Dunbar  to 
instruct 

Virginia.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  communicating 
report  of  Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel  Rose,  U.  S.  A.,  relative 
to  outrages  in  southwestern 


W. 

War,  transmitting  papers  relative  to  the  bale  of  the  Fort  Snel-  ! 

ling  reservation.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  expenditures  in  his  department.    Report  | 

from  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  relative  to  a  bridge  over  the  Missouri  river  at  Kansas  City. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  improvements  of  the  Des  Moines  rapids. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  correspondence  relative  to  purchase  of  land 

at  Omaha  for  military  purposes.  Ijotter  from  the  Secretary  of. 
War,  relative  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  navigation  at 

Hell  Gate.    Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of 

War,  transmitting  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 

United  States  gunboat  De  Soto  and  transport  Crescent,  for 

salvaee  against  the  United  States  steamer  Leviathan.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  report  of  Quartermaster  General  relative  to 

reduction  of  expenses  of  War  Department  in  Mew  York. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  employment  of  Alexander  Dunbar  to 

instruct  veterinary  surgeons  of  the  United  States  army. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  number  of  officers,  civilians,  and  enlisted  men 

in  military  service  at  and  near  New  York  city.    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  report  by  General  Cram  on  proposed  ship 

canal  through  Sf  aumee  bay  to  Lake  Erie.    Letter  from  the 

Secretary  ot 

War,  relative  to  furnishing  clothing  to  inmates  of  houses  for  | 

disabled  soldiers.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  transmitting  report  of  the  board  of  claims  relative  to  claims 

of  John  £.  Clarke  and  John  T.  Peabody,  deceased.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  information  relative  to  surveys  for  a  harbor 

at  the  Delaware  breakwater.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of . . 


13 


War,  relative  to  the  modification  of  the  act  of  July  2, 1862,  pre-  , 
scribing  an  oath  of  office.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of i 
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War,  rektiTe  to  baild'mgs  occupied  bj  the  War  Department. 

Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of , 

War,  truiamittioff  account  of  expenses  of  national  armory  at 
Springfield,  ana  of  arms  manufactured,  during  fiscal  year 

W68.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  tnasmitting  papers  relative  to  the  claim  of  Thomas  H. 
Dowling,  of  California,  to  the  island  of  Yerba  Buena.   Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  limiting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  memorial  of  General  Roberts,  United  States 
army,  relative  to  waste  lands  of  Mississippi  river.    I^etter 

from  tlie  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  on  publica- 
tion of  docaments  reUtive  to  the  rebelKon,  &c    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  communicating  report  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rose, 
United  States  army,  relative  to  outrages  in  southwestern 

Yirgioia.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmiUing  report  of  Chief  Engineers  relative  to  improve- 
ment of  Rondont  harbor.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  ot . 

Wtr,  transmitting  report  of  commander  of  fifth  military  district 
reliiive  to  adjoamment  of  com>titutional  convention  of  Texas. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  reports  of  commanders  of  military  depart- 
ments sooth  relative  to  persons  turned  over  for  trial  to  civil 

aothorities.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

Wit.   Aimnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  (Parts  1  and  2)!!!!!! 
Papers  aeeompanying  report  of  the  General-in-chUf. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  General  W.  1'.  Sherman 

Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan 1. 

Brevet  Major  General  C.  C.  Augur ! " 

Brevet  Major  General  Alfred  H.  Terry W.  \ 

Major  General  H.W.Halleck 

Brevet  Major  General  E.  O.  C.  Old 

Brevet  Major  General  George  Crook ". 

Major  General  George  G.  Meade , 

Major  General  George  H.  Thomas 

Major  General  W.S.Hancock '.. 

Brevet  Major  General  Irvin  McDowoU \\\. 

Brevet  Major  General  John  Pope [ 

Brevet  Major  General  E.R.8.CHnby,  (as  com- 
mander of  department  of  Washington) 

Brevet  Major  General  L.  H.  Rousseau '., 

Brevet  Major  General  George  Stoneman 

Brevet  Major  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  (as  com- 
mander of  second  military  district  and  depart- 
ment of  the  south) 

Brevet  Major  General  Al van  C.  Gillem .*." 

Brevet  Major  General  J.  J.  Reynolds 

Bureau  reports. 

Report  of  the  Adjutant  General 

Inspector  General [\[\ 

JuQgc  Advocate  General l.[. 

Chief  Signal  Officer ...l'/.. 

Quartermaster  General ' 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence ! !  1 ! 

Surgeon  General , 

Paymaster  General 

Chief  of  Ordnance , 

Inspector  of  the  Military  Academy .'.1 

Commandant  of  the  Artillery  School 

Commissioner  of  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freed- 
men  and  Abandoned  Lands 
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Washing^n  Territory.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury transmitting  estimates  of  current  expenses  of  legislative 
assembly  of 

7 
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13 

30 
55 
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Washington,  bnUdings  under  lease  in.    Letter  firom  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  relation  to ........ 

Waste  lands,  Mississippi  river.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  memorial  of  General  Roberts  relative  to. . . 
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40th  Congress,  )  HOFSE  OF  REPEESENTATIYES.      (  Ex.Doo. 
SdSessioH.       )  \     No.l. 


MESSAGE 


OP  THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATK, 


WITH 


ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS, 


TO  THE 


TWO  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS, 


•  AT  THE 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  THmD  SESSION  OP  THE  FOBTIETH  CONGBESS. 


PART    II. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT   PRINTING   OFFICE. 

1869. 
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PAPERS 

RELATING  TO 


FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 


SPAIN. 


92 
93 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject 


> 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 
do , 


115  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr. 

,    Seward. 
96'Mr.SewaidtoMr. 

-    Hale. 


119  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

I 

'^  >.... .do....  ••>.«< 
1U6;  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 
1*2^  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr. 

I    Seward, 
no  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 
1^  Mr.  Hale  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
113 

114 

142 

119 

120 
121 
122 

145 

127 
147 
Tel. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hale. 


..do. 


Mr.  Hale  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Haie. 
......  do.. >>.. .... 

......do.... ...... 

Mr.  Hale  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 
Mr.  Hale  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 


1867. 
Dec    2 

Dec    4 


Dec  17 
Dec  30 


1868. 
Jan.    2 


Jan.  20 
Mar.  27 

April  18 

May  12 

May  16 

July    1 


July    9 

July  28 

Aug.  19 

Aug.  19 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  27 

Aug.  27 

Sept.  19 
Sept.  27 
Oct    6 


Quarantine  of  United  States  yessels. 


Extending  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Spanish 
revenue  boat  Alerta  for  assistance  rendered  an 
American  vessel  whose  crew  had  mutinied  at 
the  port  of  Abd-el-Kader. 

Reception  of  Admiral  Faxragut 


Quarantine  of  United  States  vessels.  Spain  to 
be  held  accountable  for  any  damage  sustained 
in  consequence  of  her  quarantine  regulations. 

Extending  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Spanish 
revenue  boat  Alerta  for  assistance  rendered  an 
American  vessel  whose  crew  had  mutinied  at 
the  port  of  Abd-el-Kader. 

Spanish  quarantine  regulations 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  South  American  states. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject 

Same  subject.... 

Complaint  concerning  the  stem  manner  in  which 
the  customs  authorities  in  Cuba  carry  into  effect 
the  stringent  regulations  in  regard  to  importa- 
tions. 

Oppressive  regulations  in  force  in  Cuba  concern- 
ing colored  persons  employed  in  the  merchant 
marine. 

Same  subject  as  the  two  foregoing  communica- 
tions. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject ,.. 

Same  subject 

Mediation  between  Spain  and  the  South  American 

states. 
Ill  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 

States  steamer  Canandaigua  by  the  sanitary 

authorities  at  Port  Mahon. 
Same  subject 


Revolution  in  Spain. 


Mr.  Hale  instructed  to  recognize  the  new  govern- 
ment de  facto  if  it  is  peacefully  established  in 
full  possession  of  Madrid. 


13 

14 

14 
15 
15 

16 

17 
17 
19 
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SPAIN—CoBtinued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


148 

Tel. 
134 


Mr.   Hale  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 
......do...... .... 


SPANISH  LEGA- 
TION. 

Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Tassara. 
Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Tassara. 


Mr.   Goni  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Goni. 

Do 


Mr.   God!  to   Mr. 
Seward. 


Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr 
Goni. 

Do 

Mr.   Goni  to   Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Goni. 


1868. 
Oct.    9 


Oct.  13 
Nov.    9 


J  867. 
Feb.  11 


Feb.  14 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  25 
Mar.    1 

1868. 
Mar.  30 

April  17 

May  15 

May  23 


June  30 
July    9 

July  22 
July  23 

July  29 
Nov.  24 
Nov.  30 


Progress  of  the  revolution  in  Spain.  Becoenition 
of  the  provisional  government  by  the  United 
States. 

Tendering  the  best  wishes  of  the  United  States 
for  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  to  Spain. 

Revolution  in  Spain 


Case  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  a  vessel  purchased  in 
New  York  by  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and 
alleged  by  Spain  to  be  intended  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru,  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject. 

Same  subject. 
Same  subject. 


Same  subject. 
Same  subject. 


Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  South  American  republics. 

Alleged  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the 
United  States  by  Peru  in  purchasing  and  fitting 
out  at  New  Orleans  the  iron-clads  Oneoto  and 
Catawba. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


Case  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  . 
Same  subject 


Cases  of  the  iron-clads  Oneoto  and  Catawba. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


NORTH    GERMAN    UNION. 


31 


23 


31 
33 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bancroft. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


......do..... 

......do....- 


1867. 
Dec.    9 


Dec  20 

1368. 
Jan.  21 
Jan.  23 


Reco^ition  of  the  King  of  Prussia  as  the  head  of 
the  North  German  Union.  Its  flag  will  be  re- 
ceived with  pleasure  Jn  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.    Free  migration. 

Relating  to  the  negotiation  of  a  naturalization 
treaty  Detween  the  two  countries. 


Same  subject 

Same  subject.  In  relation  to  the  shipment  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  crime  in  Westphalia  to  the 
United  States.  Relations  of  Prussia  with  Den- 
mark, and  also  with  other  European  powers. 
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LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
NORTH  GERMAN  UNION-Continued. 


Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


36  Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr. 
I    Seward. 


41 


41 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bancroft. 
Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr. 
>    Seward. 
4o  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
i   Bancroft. 


44  Mr.BancrofttoMr. 

Seward. 
46|  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
I   Bancroft. 


I 


50 1  Mr.BancrofttoMr. 
I   Seward. 

51' do 

« do 


Mr.   Bliss  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bancroft. 


71  Mr.BancrofttoMr. 
Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bancroft. 
Mr.BancrofttoMr. 
Seward. 


105 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bancroft. 


Date. 

1868. 
Jan.  27 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

14 

Feb. 

19 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

25 

Mar.  23 

April  3 
April  21  1 

May 

23 

Aug. 

18 

Aug. 

25 

Sept 

14 

Nov. 

20 

Nov. 

20 

Dec. 

7 

Subject. 


Requesting  instructions  as  to  what  action  should 
be  taken  concerning  the  question  of  reciprocity 
in  regard  to  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  trade  by 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  one  country  in  the 
other  country;  and  also  concerning  the  ques- 
tioa  of  the  inviolability  of  private  persons  and 
property  on  the  high  seas  auring  a  condition^sf 
war. 

Relating  to  the  negotiation  of  a  naturalization 
treaty  between  the  two  countries. 

Same  subject 


Concerning  the  question  of  reciprocity  in  regard 
to  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  trade  by  the  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  one  country  in  the  other  country ; 
and  concerning  the  question  of  the  inviolability 
of  private  persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas 
dunng  a  condition  of  war. 

Incloses  naturalization  treaty  with  the  North  Ger- 
man Union  as  signed  by  him,  with  remarks. 

Concerning  the  question  of  reciprocity  in  regard  to 
the  privilege  of^carrying  on  trade  by  the  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  one  country  in  the  other  coun- 
try; and  concerning  the  question  of  the  inviola- 
bility of  private  persons  and  property  on  thd  high 
seas  during  a  condition  of  war. 

Action  of  the  Diet  of  the  Confederation  upon  nat- 
uralization treaty. 

Same  subject 

Concerning  the  question  of  the  inviolability  of 
private  persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas  in 
time  of  war. 

Closing  of  the  customs  parliament 


Concerning  the  tax  of  ten  per  emit,  imposed  on 
the  estates  of  a  native  of  WUrtemberg  natural 
ized  in  the  United  States  who  having  died  in 
Louisiana  bequeathed  legacies  to  kindrodin  Wiir- 
temberg. 

Action  of  the  North  German  Union  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  the  naturalization  treaty. 

Same  subject 


Change  in  the  title  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria 

Tendencies  of  existing  European  interests  favora- 
ble to  the  continuance  of  peace  between  North 
German;^  and  France. 

Same  subject 


^ 

Pk 


43 


44 
44 

46 


47 
49 


50 

50 
52 


53 
54 


55 
56 
57 
57 

58 


AUSTEIA. 


14,  Mr.   Hay  to    Mr. 

Seward. 
15 do 


I 
11  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
!    Hay. 


1867.  t 

Dec.  24  '  Reorganization  of  the  'empire  under  its  amended 

I    constitution. 
Dec.  31    Ministerial  changes  in  Austria.    Financial  affairs. 

1868.  I 

Jan.  13   Reorganization  of  the  empire  under  its  amended 


constitution. 


60 
61 

63 


Digitized  by  ^(JO^ It! 
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No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Da*-. 

Snbject 

1 

19 
23 
27 

Mr.    Hay  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

......do.......... 

1868. 
Feb.    5 

May  27 

July  16 

Political  situation  in  Austria.  European  arma- 
ments. 

Passage  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  schools  and  civil 
mamages,  commonly  called  the  confessional  laws. 

Relations  between  Rome  and  Austria 

64 
66 
66 

ITALY. 


180 
203 
204 

205 
185 

188 

189 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Marsh. 
Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
...... do .......... 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Marsh. 
do 


.do 


1868. 
Jan.  16 

Feb.    3 

Feb.    6 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  20 

Feb.  28 

Feb.  28 


Condition  of  affairs  in  Tunis.  Severities  practiced 
by  the  Bey^s  administration. 

Objects  of  tile  Italian  expedition  to  the  waters  of 
the  La  Plata. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Tunis.  Severities  practiced 
by  the  Bey*s  administration.  Object  or  the  Ital- 
ian expedition  to  the  waters  of  the  La  Plata. 

Reception  of  Admiral  Farraeut  in  Italy 

Object  of  the  Italian  expedition  to  the  waters  of 
the  La  Plata. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Tunis.    Severi  ties  practiced 


by  the  Bey's  administration. 
3bject  of  the 


Object  of  the  Italian  expedition  to  the  waters  of 
the  La  Plata. 


68 


70 
70 

71 

71 


BELGIUM. 


469 

472 

473 
475 

478 
481 
482 
484 
486 
491 


Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

......do......... 

do 

do 

do 

do 


1868. 
Mar.  30 

April  14 

April  23 
April  27 

May  27 
May  29 
June  5 
June  12 
June 23 
July  31 


Passage  of  the  new  army  bill.  Outbreak  of  work- 
men at  Charleroi. 

Outbreak  of  workmen  in  the  mining  district  of 
Charleroi. 

Diplomatic  uniforms 

Relations  between  Mecklenburg-Schwerin  and 
Belgium  in  regard  to  the  Scheldt  dues. 

Extradition  law  of  Belgium 

Parliamentary  elections  in  Belgium 

Reception  of  Admiral  Farragut  in  Belgium 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Relative  to  a  projected  Belgo-French  customs 
union. 


72 

72 

73 
74 

74 

77 
78 
78 
79 
79 


DElfMAEK. 


\34 


135 


Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


. . . . . do . . 


1868. 
Feb.  12 


Feb.  18 


Discussion  in  the  Danish  Rigsdag  on  the  proposal 
to  introduce  and  adopt  the  trial  by  jury  for  the 
administration  of  justice  in  criminal  causes  and 
political  offenses. 

Advantages  of  the  court  of  reconciliation  of  Den- 
mark. 


81 


84 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST   OF  DOCUMENTS. 
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vn 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

1868. 

136 

Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mar.    6 

Proposed  law  amending  the  organization  of  the 
established  church. 

86 

140 

......QO....  ...... 

AprU  6 

Beoeption  of  Captain  T.  Morris  Chester,  corre- 
sponding secretarv  of  the  Garnet  Lea^e  for  the 
education  and  religious  elevation  of  the  freed- 
men  in  the  United  States. 

87 

1431 do 

April  29 

Proposed  law  amending  the  organization  of  the 
established  church. 

88 

161 do 

Aug.  24 

Payment  bv  Prussia  of  that  part  of  the  Danish 
debt  which  bv  the  treaty  of  Vienna  devolved  upon 
Schleswig-£Lolstein. 

Address  of  the  Bigsdag  in  response  to  the  King's 

88 

174 

......do. .A.... 

Oct.  23 

89 

speech  at  the  opening  of  that  body. 

175 

......  QO  ....  ...... 

Nov.  28 

Proposed  amendment  of  the  military  law  of  Den- 
mark^ seeking  the  abolition  of  the  exemption  of 
clergymen  from  military  service. 

89 

POETUGAL. 


4Sd, 
463 


Mr.  Munro  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

......  %^0  ....    .....a 


467  ......do... 


I 


471 
4^4 


....do. 
....do. 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


I 


1868. 
Jan.    3 

Jan.    8 
Feb.  13 

Mar.  24 


April  17 
July  21 
Sept.   1 


Openiog  of  the  Cortes.     Ministerial  changes. 


Ministerial  crisis 

Telegraphic  scheme  to  connect  Portugal  and  the 
United  States. 

General  elections  in  Portugal.  Financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  Distress  among  the  labor- 
ing classes. 

Political  demonstrations  at  Lisbon.  Convocation 
of  the  Cortes. 

Ministerial  changes.  Finandal  affairs.  Spanish 
affairs. 

Same  subjects 


9J 

92 
92 

93 


94 
95 
97 


SWEDEN    AND    NORWAY. 


ll!MT.BaTtletttoMr. 

I     Seward. 
23!. .....do.... ...... 

Z4  >......  QO  ....  ...... 


1868. 
Feb.    3 

Oct.    9 

Nov.    7 


Meeting  of  the  Swedish  Diet;  the  King^s  speech.. 

Alleged  desire  of  Russia  to  acquire  Norwegian 
Finmark. 

History  of  the  past  and  present  military  organiza- 
tion of  Sweden. 


99 
101 
104 


TURKEY. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

......  QO  ....  ...... 


1868. 
Jan.    9 

Jan.  22 


Condition  of  affairs  in  Crete  . 


Permission  solicited  for  sailing  vessels  to  pass 
through  the  Bosphorus  and  Dardanelles  during 
the  night.    Adoption  of  a  system  of  life-saving 

Siparatus  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bosphorus  from 
e  Black  Sea. 


110 
HI 
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Google 
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No. 


257 
266 

187 

267 

268 
^69 

272 

274 

277 

278 


From  whom  and 
to  whom  . 


BCr.  Morris  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
■••»*• do •*•• ••>»•■ 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Morris. 
Mr.  Morris  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

•  •«■••  ilO •••■•.  ••.< 

......do.... -•---• 

......do....-- -.•• 

.....*  QO .....--••• 

. -  .  a  - a  UO •--.    ...... 


.do. 


Date. 


1868. 
Mar.  n 

May  21 

July  31 

Aug.  24 

Auf^.  31 
Oct.     2 

Oct.  29 

Nov.    5 

Dec.    4 


Dec    6 


Subject. 


Condition  of  affairs  in  Crete 

Reformatory  measures  adopted  by  the  Porte 

Abuses  committed  upon  theprivilege  of  citizenship 

of  the  United  States  in  Oriental  countries 

Same  subject 

Reception  given  to  Ajdmiral  Farragut  in  Turkey.. 

Same  subject 

Passage  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Bosphorus  by 

vessels  of  war  in  times  of  peace.  • 
Permission  given  to  Admiral  Farragut  to  pass  the 

Dardanelles  with  his  fla^-ship,  the  Franklin. 
Reception  of^the  news  ot  the  election  of  G^eneral 

Grant  to  the  presidency. 
Interruption  of  diplomatic   intercourse  between 

Turkey  and  Greece  on  account  of  the  alleged 

aid  rendered  by  the  latter  to  Crete. 
Same  subject 


GEEECB. 


9 
11 

13 

14 
16 
17 

18 
20 
22 
23 

24 
26 


27 


Mr.  Tuokerman  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 

do 

......do.... ..-••- 


...do. 


.....do. 
do. 

.....do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

......do. 

do. 


.do. 


1868. 
June  18 

June  25 
July  4 
July  10 


July  18 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug.  20 

Sept.  10 
Sept.  19 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  17 
Oct.  31 
Nov.  7 
Nov.  14 

Nov.  21 
Nov.  25 


Dec.    5 


Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence.  Condition 
of  affiiirs  in  Crete. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Crete 

Massacre  of  Cretans  by  Ottoman  soldiers 

Demonstrations  of  sympathy  with  the  United 
States  on  the  part  of  Greece.  Elections  in  Greece. 
Massacre  of  the  Cretans  by  Ottoman  soldiers. 

Construction  of  railroads  in  Greece.  Cretan 
affairs. 

Financial  condition  of  Greece.    Cretan  affairs 

Birth  of  an  heir  to  the  crown  of  Greece.  Affairs 
of  Crete. 

Resolution  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  Cretan  auton- 
omy. 

Reception  given  to  Admiral  Farragut  in  Greece. .. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Crete 

Meeting  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Deputies 

Address  of  representatives  of  the  Cretan   people.. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Crete 

Financial  affairs  of  Greece 

Reception  of  the  news  of  the  election  of  General 
Grant  to  the  presidency. 

Financial  affairs  of  Greece.      Cretan  affairs 

Decree  of  the  Greek  Chamber  of  Deputies  express- 
ive of  their  acknowledgment  to  tne  people  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  their  expres- 
sions of  sympathy  with  Greece. 

Cretan  affairs 


EGYPT. 


49 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hale. 


1868. 
Jan.  13 


Proposed  change  in  the  administration  of  justice  in 
Egypt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
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IX 


( 
«^  '  From  whom  and 
^^1        to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

115  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr. 

1     Seward. 
116 do 

t 
1^' do 

1868. 
Feb.  29 

Mar.  20 

Jane  6 
Oct.  19 
Nov.  11 

Proposed  change  in  the  administration  of  justice 
in  Egypt. 

Openinjg;  of  the  Egyptian  Assembly  of  Representa- 
tives by  the  Viceroy. 

Financial  condition  of  Egypt. .................. 

148 
157 
158 

130. do 

Attempt  to  assassinate  the  Viceroy .............. 

161 

^  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Same  subiect. . ................ .............  _ 

162 

Hale. 

MOROCCO. 


51  Mr.  McM&th  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

)j  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
McMatb. 

61  Mr.  McMatb  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

40  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
McMath. 


1868. 
Feb.    3 

Oct  12 


Nov.  16 
Dec  30 


Appearance  of  cholera  in  Tangier.  Scarcity  of 
breadstuffs.   Suffering  of  the  lower  classes. 

Differences  in  regard  to  precedence  among  the 
members  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  oody 
at  Tangier.  • 

Same  subject. 


Same  subject. 


163 
163 

164 
172 


tu:nis. 


I 

4  Mr.  Heap  to  Mr. 
i     Sewara. 

6 do 

7  ......do......... 


10 
11 


14  . 
\%, 

18  . 

19  . 


ao;. 

•25  . 
26 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 


...do 

...do.... 

...do.... 


1867. 
Dec.    3 

Dec.   6 
Dec.  20 

1868. 
Jan.    4 
Feb.  27 


April  23 
April  24 

April  25 
April  28 


May  29 
July  17 

Nov.  26 


Reforms  anticipated  in  the  administration  of  the 

Bey. 
Insurrection  in  Tunis 

Scarcity  of  provisions  in  Tunis.      Suffering  of 
the  people. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject.      Financial  condition  of  Tunis. 

Prospect    of  a  bountiful    harvest    next  year. 

Presentation   of    a  bronze  cannon  to   the  Bey 

from  the  King  of  Italy. 

Financial  condition  of  Tunis , 

Great  suffering  of  the  people  from  disease  and 

destitution. 

Financial  condition  of  Tunis 

Interruption    of    diplomatic    relations    between 

France  and    Tunis  growing  out  of  the  ques- 
tion of  Tuuisian  ffnance. 

Settlement  of  the  above  question 

Adoption  of  a  police  regulation  for  the  European 

quarter  of  Tunis. 
Domestic  affairs  of  Tunis 


174 

174 
176 


177 
178 


180 
180 

181 
182 


186 
186 

187 


SWITZERLAND. 


50 1  Mr.  Harrington  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1868. 
Feb.    9 


Case  of  John  HUrlimann,  a  minor,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  who  claims  property  iu  the  pos- 
session of  the  authorities  ot  Oberentfeluen, 
Switzerland,  which  was  left  him  by  his  mother, 
now  deceased. 


189 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 


Snbject. 


30 


61 


64 

35 

68 

72 

40 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
HarriDgton. 


Mr.  Harrington  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


••»««• oo •«**•• 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Harrineton. 
Mr.  Hamngton  to 

Mr  Seward. 

Mr.  Sewafti  toMr. 
Harrington. 


1868. 
Mar.  21 


Jnly  22 
July  31 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  19 

Sept  3 

Oct.  10 
Nov.  12 


Case  of  John  HUrlimann,  a  minor,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  who  claims  property  in  the 
possession  of  the  authorities  of  Oberentfeleden, 
Switzerland,  which  was  left  him  bj  his  mother, 
now  deceased. 

Same  subject '. 

Case  of  Charles  Berry,  a  naturalized  ciUzen  of 
^e  United  States,  imprisoned  at  Basle  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  trustee  of  his 
mother's  estate. 

Outrages  committed  upon  American  travelers 
between  Martigny  and  Chamouni,  by  Swiss 
guides. 

Case  of  John  HUrlimann 

Case  of  Charles  Berry 

Inundation  of  a  large  portion  of  Switzerland.... 
Same  subject 


AEGENTINE   EBPUBLIC. 


48 
49 
52 


Mr.  Asboth  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do.......... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Asboth. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Worthington. 


Mr.    Worthington 

to  Mr.  Seward. 
do... 

...... Uv. .....  .... 

......  QO  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .'.  . 


1867. 
Oct.  19 

Nov.  10 

1868. 
Feb.  20 

Aug.  19 


Sept.  11 

Sept  12 
Oct.  13 

Dec.  11 


Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 

Paraguay  and  the  allied  republics. 
Daily  memoranda  of  political  events 


Object  of  the  Italian  expedition  to  the  waters  of 
the  La  Plata. 

Refusal  of  commander  of  the  allied  forces  to  per- 
mit the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  up 
the  Parana  River  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
Mr.  W&shbum  to  the  United  States. 

His  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Progress  of  the 
war  against  Paraguay. 

Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence 

Inauguration  of  Mr.  Sarmiento  as  President  of 
the  Argentine  Republic.    His  address. 

Mr.  McMahon  permitted  to  pass  the  blockade  of 
the  allies  on  board  a  Unitea  States  vessel,  on  his 
way  to  his  post  of  duty. 


BRAZIL. 


57 

58 
60 
61 

226 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do.  ....  .... 

......do...... .... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Webb. 


1868. 
Jan.  27 

Feb.  6 
Feb.  24 
Mar.    9 

Mar.  23 


Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Paraguay  and  the  allied  republics. 

Same  subject .« 

Same  subject 

Progress  of  the  war  against  Paraguay.  Revolu- 
tion in  Uruguay. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Paraguay  and  the  allied  republics. 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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BRAZIL— Continaed. 


XI 


Ko. 


IVom  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


227 


Ifr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Webb/ 
......do.  ....  .... 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do....  .••... 


70i do 

Do 

233|  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Webb. 

....do 

Mr.  Webb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


75 


......do.  ....  .... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Webb. 


1868. 
Mar.  23 

Mar.  30 


April  25 
July   7 


July  22 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  17 

Sept  15 
Oct.     8 


Oct.  24 
Nov.  17 


Death  of  General  Asbotb,  the  United  States  min- 
ister to  the  Argentine  Republic 

International  Ocean  Telegraph  Companj^s  desire 
for  aid  to  extend  their  lines  over  the  West  India 
Islands  to  Brazil. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Paraguay  and  the  allied  republics. 

Action  of  the  allied  forces  in  regard  to  the  passage 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  up  toe 
Parana  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  Mr.  Wash- 
bum  to  the  Umted  States. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Detention  in  Parac^av,  by  President  Lopez,  of 
Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  attached  to  the 
United  States  legation  in  Paraguay. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


270 
271 

271 
273 


286 
294 

298 

299 
299 


302 
310 


CHILI. 


to 


86;  Ifr.  Kilpatrick 

!   Mr.  Seward. 
Se,  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Kilpatrick. 


55 


102 
103 
104 


60 
120 


Mr.  Kilpatrick  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

•  •••••  Qw  •      m  m  m  m      «••« 

■  «  *  «  ^  •  LlO  •      m  m  •  m       •••« 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Kilpatrick. 

......do 

Mr.  Kilpatrick   to 

Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Kilpatrick. 
Mr.  Clark  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

CHILUN  LEGATION, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor  Fonteciila. 

Bcnor  Fonteciila  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor  Fonteciila. 


1867. 
Oct  31 

Dec    7 

1868. 
Jan.  15 

Feb.    1 

Mar.  16 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  26 

Mar.  27 

'April  30 
June  30 

Aug.  27 

Nov.    3 


Mar.  28 
Mar.  30 

April  27 


Debate  in  the  Congress  of  Chili  concerning  the 
purchase  of  vessels  of  war  in  the  United  States. 

Belief  in  Chill  that  Spain  has  no  intentions  of 
resuming  hostilities. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war. 

Relations  between  Chili  and  Peru  arising  out  of 
the  recent  revolution  in  the  latter  country. 

Same  subject 

His  journey  across  the  Andes 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject  ...• 

Same  subject 

Mediation  of  Nicaragua  in  the  war  between  Spain 
and  the  South  American  States. 


311 
315 

315 

316 

317 
318 
320 

321 

322 
322 

324 

325 


325 
325 
326 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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LIST   OF  DOCUMENTS. 
COSTA  RICA. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject 


9 
10 
11 

2 

5 
5 

7 


Mr.  MorrlU  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

......do.... 

Mr.  Blair  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 

to  Mr.  Blair. 
Mr.   Blair  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Blair. 


1868. 
May    8 

May    8 

May  25 

Oct.  10 

Nov.    5 

Nov.  10 

Dec.    1 


Proposed  establishment  of  a  naval  station  in  the 
Bay  of  Limon  by  the  North  German  Union. 

Message  of  the  President  of  Costa  Rica  on  the 
openinfi:  of  Congress. 

Proposed  naval  station  for  the  North  German 
Union  in  the  Bay  of  Limon. 

Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence 

Same  subject 

Revolution  in  Costa  Rica.     Deposition  of  Presi- 
dent Castro.  Recognition  of  the  new  government. 
Same  subject 


GUATEMALA. 


32 
19 


Mr.  Warren  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr  Seward  to  Mr. 

Warren. 


1868. 
Jan.    6 

Feb.  11 


Rumors  of  an  interruption  of  friendly  relations 

between  Guatemala  and  Mexico  unfounded. 
Same  subject * 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS. 


42 
45 
54 


57 

69 
60 

61 


Mr.  Spaulding  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 

Mr.McCooktoMr. 
Seward. 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

McCook. 
Mr.McCooktoMr. 

Seward. 


1868. 
Apr.  20 

July    9 

Aug.  14 


Sept.  4 
Sept.  14 
Oct.    9 

Oct  23 


Address  of  the  King  on  the  opening  of  Legislative 

Assembly. 
Distribution  of  the  "Tributes  of  the  Nations  to 

Abraham  Lincoln.** 
Shipment  of  Japanese  and  South  Sea  Islanders  to 

the  Hawaiian  Islands  as  coolies.    Mr.  McCook*s 

proceedings  in  regard  to  that  subject. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Insurrection  in  the  Island  of  Hawaii 


H  AYTI. 


Mr.    Hollister 
Mr.  Seward. 
......do 


to 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hollister. 
Mr.    Hollister    to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 


1868. 

May  8  <  Lawless  condition  of  society  in  Hayti.  Right  of 
asylum. 

May  17  Insurrection  in  Hayti.  Legation  of  the  United 
States  6re^  into  by  the  solmery. 

May  28  Lawless  condition  of  society  in  Hayti.  Right  of 
asylum. 

May  29  Insurrection  in  Hayti.  Action  of  President  Sal- 
nave. 

June  29  Proceedings  taken  to  relieve  the  United  States 
legation  from  the  large  number  of  persons  who 
hM  taken  refuge  there. 
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Ho. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Snbject. 


7  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
I     Hollister. 
I 

■  Mr.    Hollister    to 
I     Mr.  Seward. 

Do 


10, do 


13 do 


14  Mr.  F.  1^.  Seward 

to  Mr.  HoUister. 
ISjMr.    Hollister    to 
I     Mr.  Seward. 

15  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hollister. 

16 do 

17 do 


HATTIKH    LCOA- 
TION. 

Mr.  Raester  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Baester. 


1868. 
July  18 

Aug.  10 
Sept.  7 
Sept  22 

Oct.  21 


Nov.   2 

Nov.    5 

Nov.  10 

Nov.  10 
Dec    5 


Aug.  24 
Aug.  27 


Proceedings  taken  to  relieve  the  United  States 
legation  from  the  large  number  of  persons  who 
hM  taken  refuge  there. 

Requesting  a  vessel  of  war  be  sent  to  Hajti  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  his  position  there. 

Condition  of  the  country  more  settled.  Descrip- 
tion of  the  harbor  of  St.  Nicholas  Mole. 

Arrival  of  Ha^ien  ship  of  war  Alexander  Petion 
from  the  United  States.  With  the  assistance  of 
this  vessel  the  government  of  Salnave  will  prob- 
ably be  successful. 

Disrespectful  and  unfriendly  proceedings  toward 
the  United  States  on  the  part  of  President  Sal- 
nave  in  permitting  an  improper  use  to  be  made 
of  its  flag  on  boiu^  a  Haytien  ship  of  war,  in 
capturing  vessels  belonging  to  the  insurgents. 
Violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
by  President  Salnave  in  commanding  a  vessel 
to  bombard  a  Haytien  town  while  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  was  detained  on  board ;  said 
vessel  having  been  transferred  to  the  Haytien 
flag  after  the  minister  bad  taken  passage  in  her. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

The  naval  force  of  the  United  States  in  Haytien 
waters  cannot  be  increased. 


Alleged  intention  of  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  of 
Hayti  to  violate  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Same  subject 


360 

361 
362 
363 

364 


366 

367 

368 

369 
370 


370 
371 


LIBERIA, 


Mr.   Seys  to    Mr. 
Seward. 

■  •••«.  Vlw  m  ^  m  m  »  m    **«i 

•  *•**.  QO  **•« .•»»•< 

......do.... ...... 

......do.... ...••. 


1867. 
Dec.  11 

Dec.  12 

1868. 
Jan.    8 

Jan.  24 

Feb.    8 


Meeting  of  the  Liberian  legislature.    The  choice  373 

of  President  devolves  on  that  bodj. 

Election  of  James  S.  Payne  as  President  of  Liberia.  373 

Ceremonies   attending  the  inauguration  of   the  374 
President. 

His  reception  by  the  senate  of  Liberia 375 

Ministerial  appointments 377 


MEXICO. 


43 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1867. 
Dec.    9 


Opening  of  the  Mexican  congress.  Address  of 
President  Juarez  and  the  reply  of  the  president 
of  congress. 


378 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


D&te. 


Subject 


44 

4^ 

46 
47 

48 
49 

52 
56 

64 
65 

68 
69 

70 

72 
75 

76 

77 

78 
42 

80 

81 

83 
87 
89 
92 

93 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
...... do. ..•••••.. 


......do... 

......do... 


do. 

.-..do. 

do. 

....do. 

do. 

....do. 


....do.... 
....do.... 

....do.... 


do..., 

......do.... 

do.... 

......  do.... 

do.... 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


.do. 


.....do..... 

■  .  .  •  a  UO  ..... 

.....do..... 
.....do.... . 

.....do..... 


1867. 
Dec.  12 

Dec  12 

Dec  12 
Dec  13 


Dec  13 
Dec  16 

Dec  18 
Dec  26 


1868. 
Jan.  11 

Jan.  13 


Jan.  16 
Jan.  17 

Jan.  24 


Jan.  28 
Feb.    8 

Feb.    8 

Feb.  12 

Feb.  14 
Feb.  20 

Feb.  21 

Feb.  24 

Feb.  29 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  23 

Mar.  23 


Protective  duty  on  foreini  flour.  Duties  on  mer- 
chandise imported  in  the  country. 

Decree  abolishing  the  system  of  national  tolls  upon 
the  highways  of  the  republic. 

Decree  establishing  the  aecimal  system  of  coina^. 

New  concession  granted  to  the  Vera  Cruz  Rail- 
road Company  to  enable  it  to  continue  the  con- 
struction of  the  road. 

Establishment  of  a  separate  tariff  for  the  dty  of 
Mexico  upon  national  and  foreign  goods. 

CorFespondence  between  the  British  legation  and 
the  Mexican  government  concerning  the  recog- 
nition by  the  latter  of  British  consuls. 

Will  use  lus  good  offices  in  behalf  of  Captain 
KrausenedL. 

Decree  of  the  Mexican  congress  dtelaring  Benito 
Juarez  as  the  President-elect  of  Mexico.  Ad- 
dress of  President  Juarez. 

Manifesto  address  by  the  congress  of  Mexico  to 
the  Mexican  people. 

English  convention  debt.  Correspondence  between 
the  agent  of  bondholders  and  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment upon  the  subject  inclosed. 

Departure  of  Captain  Krauseneck  from  Mexico.. . 

Appointment  of  Senor  Romero  as  minister  of 
finance  of  Mexico. 

Imprisonment  of  foreign  merchants  of  San  Luis 
Potosi  by  the  authorities  of  that  state  for  refus- 
ing to  pay  a  forced  loan. 

Same  subject 

Appointment  of  a  commission  for  the  formation  of 
a  new  tariff. 

Report  of  the  minister  of  finance  on  the  financial 
condition  of  Mexico. 

Spanish  convention  deb  t.  Correspondence  between 
the  agents  of  the  bondholders  and  the  Meidcan 
government  upon  the  subject  inclosed. 

Same  subject ;  also  concerning  the  English  con- 
vention debt. 

Imprisonment  of  foreign  merchants  bv  the  authori- 
ties of  the  state  of  San  Luis  Potosi  ror  refusing  to 
pay  a  forced  loan. 

Closing  of  the  port  of  Sisal,  in  consequence  of 
a  revolutionary  movement  which  occurred  at 
Merida. 

Review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment for  the  restoration  of  peace  in  that  coun- 
try.   Attempt  to  assassinate  President  Juarez. 

Opening  of  a  new  port  called  Puerto  Angel  on 
the  Pacific  coast 

Purchase  by  the  Mexican  government  of  portions 
of  the  consolidated  foreign  debt  of  that  country. 

Establishment  of  a  separate  tariff  for  the  State  of 
Guanignato  upon  national  and  foreign  g^oods. 

Speech  of  Senor  Romero  in  the  Mexican  congress 
on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt  of  Mexico. 

Article  in  the  Diario  Oficial  on  foreigners  in 
Mexico. 
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XV 


47  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

I    Pbxmb. 

94jMr.Plamb^toMr. 

Seward. 
85 do. 


96 
97 
101 do 


103 do... 

^,  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Fliimb. 
nO|  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


113' do.. 


I 
lU'. 
115. 

"7; 

us! 


.do., 
.do.. 


..do...... .... 

..do....... .... 

!»' do 

131  do 

l»i do 


131' 

61 

]» 

133 
13S 

G5 

137 

138 
139 


142 
144 


147 


.....do....*- 


Hr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Plumb. 
Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 


Mr.  Seward  to  BCr. 

Plumb. 
Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


....do 

.... QO ....  ..».. 


.....do. 
.....do. 


..do... 


Mar.  28' 
Bfar.  30 

Mar.  30 
Mar.  30 
April  2 


April  3 
April  13 

April  16 


April  20 

AprU20 
April21 

April  23 

April  83 

April  24 
April  28 
May  12 

May  20 

May  23 

May  23 

May  25 
May  27 

May  29 

June  2 

June  4 
June  9 


June  12 
June  15 


June  19 


Proceedings  of  the  Mexican  goyemment  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  that  country.  Attempt  to 
assassinate  President  Juarez. 

Arrest  of  foreigners  in  Mexico.... 


Project  of  law  introduced  in  the  Mexican  coneress 
placing  certidn  foreiniers  under  the  same  obliga- 
tions as  Mexican  citizens. 

Proposed  amendment  to  the  Mexican  constitution 
so  as  to  permit  prohibiUons. 

Address  of  Presiaent  Juarez  at  the  closing  of  the 
first  session  of  the  Mexican  congress. 

Opening  of  the  second  session  of  ue  Mexican  con- 
gress. Address  of  President  Juarez  and  the  newly 
elected  president  of  congress. 

Financial  a£birs  of  Mexico 

Purchase  by  the  Mexican  government  of  portions 
of  the  consolidated  foreien  debt  of  that  country. 

Export  and  circulation  duties  levied  upon  coin  sent 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz  by  the 
Mexican  authorities. 

Feliciiations  Of  the  United  States  upon  the  escape 
of  President  Juarez  from  the  attempt  to  assassi- 
nate him.  * 

Revolutionary  movements  in  Mexico 

Action  of  the  Mexican  congress  upon  the  grant  of 
the  Vera  Cruz  Railroad  Company. 

Decree  closing  the  port  of  Mazatlan  to  foreign  and 
coasting  trade. 

Purchase  by  the  Mexican  goverimfient  of  portions 
of  the  consolidated  foreign  debt  of  that  country. 

Political  affairs  of  Mexico 

Defeat  of  the  insurgents  in  the  state  of  Sinaloa. .. 

Exaction  of  local  duties  upon  merchandise  passing 
from  the  ports  into  the  interrior  of  Mexico. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
authorities  of  Monterey. 

Same  subject 


Political  revolutions  in  Mexico. 


Political  affairs  of  Mexico 

Debate  in  the  Mexican  congress  upon  Uie  payment 

of  interest  on  the  foreign  debt. 
Case  of  John  Braniff,  an  American  citizen,  shot  by 

a  band  of  robbers  in  Mexico. 
Addresses  of  President  Juarez  and  of  the  president 

of  congress  at  the  closing  of  the  Mexican  con- 
gress. 
Decree  establishing  mDitory  colonies  in  the  frontier 

Stetes  of  Mexico. 
Refusal  of  the  Mexican  congress  to  permit  Sefior 

Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  retein  his  position  as  minister 

for  foreign  affairs  while  he  holds  that  of  the 

chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 

Political  affairs  in  Mexico 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 

several   citizens  of  the  United  Stetes  by  the 

authorities  of  Monterey. 
Reply  of  the  Mexican  government  to  the  Mexican 

bondholders  of  London  in  relation  to  the  payment 

of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  debt. 


439 

439 
440 

441 
442 


445 
446 

447 


451 

452 
454 

455 

455 

456 
459 
460 

461 

464 

465 

472 
475 

480 

480 

483 
485 


488 
493 


500 
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148 

149 

71 

150 

156 

75 

159 

76 

78 

161 
167 

170 

171 

178 

179 

180 

2 

95 

96 

183 

184 

186 

98 

99 

190 

192 
193 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

•••"•• QO •••« ■«•••< 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Plumb. 

■  •••••  QO  a««a««    ••«! 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

.««•••  UO •••«    aaas., 
•••«•• UO •««••* ••«) 


......do...... .... 

••**•• UO •....* ...a 

•  ..*.. QO  a.*...    ..a. 

•  .... •  QO ••*...    «... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Rosecrans. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 

.....ado 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do...... .... 

...... QO  a.....    ...a 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 

•  a  ... .  QO  ......    a.,  a 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do...... .... 


1868. 
June  19 

June  24 

June  26 

June  30 

July    7 

July    8 

July  11 
July  15 

July  16 

• 

July  17 
Aug.  4 
Aug.   8 

Aug.  12 

Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  28 

Aug.  31 

Sept.   1 

Sept.  10 

Sept.  10 
Sept.  12 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  18 

Sept.  21 
Sept.  25 


Miniaterial  changes  in  Mexico 

Appointment  of  a  board  for  the  reform  of  the 
imposts  on  the  prodticts  of  mines. 

€}ro8s  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
authorities  of  Monterey. 

Proceedings  in  the  impeachment  and  removal  from 
office  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  by 
the  Mexican  congress. 

Difficulties  between  the  commander  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty^s  ship  Chanticleer  and  the  Mexican 
authorities  at  Mazatlan,  gprowine  out  of  the  con 
fiscation  by  the  latter  of  money  in  charge  of  the 
paymaster  of  the  Chanticleer. 

Gross  indi^iies  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
authorities  of  Monterey. 

Reported  organization  in  the  United  States  of 
expeditions  hostile  to  Mexico. 

Seizure  of  gold  coin,  by  the  customs  authorities  at 
Matamoras,  belonging  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  author- 
ities of  Monterey. 

Mexican  finances,  vevenues,  and  expenditures 

Seizure  of  gold  coin  by  the  customs  authorities  at 
Matamoras,  belonging  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson. 

Difficulties  between  the  commander  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer  and  the  authorities 
at  Mazatlan. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  author- 
ities of  Monterey. 

Case  of  John  Braniff,  an  American  citizen,  shot  by 
a  band  of  robbers  in  Mexico. 

Diplomatic  relations  of  Mexico  with  European 
powers. 

Postponement  of  the  operation  of  the  laws  estab- 
lishing the  decimal  system  of  coinage. 

Imposition  of  an  onerous  tax  on  the  export  of  all 
bullion  or  uncoined  silver  by  the  military  authori- 
ties at  La  Paz. 

Reported  org^ization  in  the  United  States  of  expe- 
ditions hostile  to  Mexico. 

Seizure  of  gold  coin  by  the  customs  authorities  at 
Matamoras,  belonging  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson. 

Impeachment  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco. 


Insurrectionary  movements  in  Mexico 

Appointment  of  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  as  minister 

tor  foreign  aff^rs  of  Mexico. 
Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 

several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 

authorities  of  Monterey. 
Case  of  John  Braniff,  an  American  citizen,  shot 

by  a  band  of  robbers  in  Mexico. 
Opening  of  the  Mexican  congress.   Addresses  of 

President  Juarez  and  of  the  president  of  congress. 

Ministerial  changes  in  Mexico 

Conspiracy  of  &nta  Anna,  in  Havana,  against 

Mexico. 
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Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 

1868. 
Sept.  30 

Oct. 

2 

Oct. 

2 

Oct. 
Oct. 

8 
9 

Oct. 

10 

Oct. 

14 

Oct. 

14 

Oct.  15 
Oct.  20 

Oct.  22 

Oct,  29 

Nov. 
Nov. 

6 
9 

Nov. 

9 

Nov. 

9 

Nov 

14 

Nov. 

16 

Nov. 

20 

Dec 

2 

Dec 

2 

Dec 

3 

Dec 

7 

J868. 
June  16 

June  16 

Subject 


105 !  ^.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plamb. 


197  Uir.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Sewud. 
!9B do 


m 
mi- 


•...do...... 

....do...... 

....do J. 

....do...... 


11J7  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Plnmb. 

no  ••••••do...... .... 

m  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


m... 


..do...... .... 


2W do 

213' do -- 

*'/  ■••••.. fio ......  .... 

218 do 

115  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
!   Plumb. 

222  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
223 do 

m do 

230! do 

^l'......do...... .... 

232 do... 


233  ••'...do.... ...... 


MEXICAN    LEOA- 
TIOH. 

Senor  Romero   to 

Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Se- 

nor  Bomero. 

n— VOL.  n 


The  existence  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  from 
import  duties  on  commerce  is  very  prejudicial  to 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Official  notice  concerning  Uie  proposed  new  tariff. 

Restrictive  measures  adopted  by  the  Mexican  con- 
gress concerning  the  employment  of  engineers  on 
tne  public  works. 

Financial  condition  of  Mexico 

Reported  organization  in  the  United  States  of  expe- 
ditions hostile  to  Mexico. 

Proposed  opening  of  Port  Libertad  to  the  coasting 
trade. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  author- 
ities of  Monterey. 

Conspiracy  of  Santa  Anna,  at  Havana,  against 
Mexico. 

Political  affairs  of  Mexico 

Receipts  of  the  several  maritime  and  frontier  cus- 
tom-houses of  Mexico  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1868. 

Debate  in  the  Mexican  congpress  on  the  passage  of 
the  law  providing  for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes 
by  steatnboats. 

Case  of  John  Braniff,  an  American  citizen,  shot  by 
a  baud  of  robbers  in  Mexico. 

Custom  receipts  of  Mexico 

Distribution  of  the  *' Tributes  of  the  Nations  to 
Abraham  Lincoln." 

Conspiracy  of  Santa  Anna,  at  Havana,  against 
Mexico. 

Restrictive  measures  adopted  by  the  Mexican  con- 
gress concerning  the  employment  of  engineers  on 
3ie  public  worlS. 

Concerning  the  grant  of  the  Vera  Cruz  Railroad 
Company. 

Law  passed  by  the  Mexican  confess  providing  for 
a  general  census  of  the  republic. 

Report  of  the  commission  appointed  to  revise  the 
tariff  of  Mexico. 

Law  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  relating  to 
differential  duties. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Monterey. 

The  existence  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  from  im- 
port duties  on  commerce  is  very  prejudicial  to 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Gross  indignities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Monterey. 


Reported  organization  in  the  United  States  of  ex- 
peditions hostile  to  Mexico. 
Same  subject 


594 

596 
597 

59H 
601 

602 

603 

604 

604 

605 

60() 

609 

610 
610 

612 

613 

613 
616 
6J7 
621 
622 

626 
631 


633 
634 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject 


Senor  Romero  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Romero. 


Senor  Romero 

Mr.  Seward. 
Memorandum . . 


to 


Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Romero. 

Senor  Romero  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Senor  Diaz  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1868 
Jni46  27 

Jane  29 


June 29 
July  8 
July  9 
July  10 
July  23 


Reported  organization  in  the  United  States  of  ex- 
peditions hostile  to  Mexico. 

Gross  indi^ities  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Monterey. 

Same  subject * 

Concerning  the  iron  steamer  Mosquito  now  at  Ha- 
vana. 

Reported  organization  in  the  United  States  of  ex- 
peditions hostile  to  Mexico. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


NICARAGUA. 


143 
144 

100 

101 

103 
153 


Mr.  Dickinson  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Dickinson.* 

......do.......... 

Mr.  Dickinson  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

NICARAGUAN     LE- 
GATION. 

Senor  Gomez  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Gromez. 


1867 
Dec.    4 

Dec  23 

1868 
Jan.    7 

Jan.  25 

Feb.  28 

July   7 


April  16 
April  20 


Volcanic  eruptions  in  Nicaragua 

The  question  between  Nicaragua  and  Great  Britain 
concerning  the  Mosquito  territory. 

Volcanic  eruptions  in  Nicaragua 

The  question  between  IHcaragna  and  Great  Brititin 

concerning  the  Mosquito  territory. 
Same  subject 

Distribution  of  the  **  Tributes  of  the  Nations  to 
Abraham  Ldncoln.** 


Mediation  of  Nicaragua  in  the  war  between  Spain 

and  the  South  American  states. 
Same  subject 


PARAGUAY. 


92 

94 

95 
75 


Mr.  Washburn  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
. .do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Washburn. 


Mr.  Washburn  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1867 
Oct.  14 

Dec  13 

1868 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  14 


Jan.  17 


Progpress  of  militaiy  events.*  Antidpated  evacua- 
tion of  Asuncion  by  Lopez. 
Military  events 


Same  subject    Requests  that  he  may  be  recalled. 

Same  subject.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
been  informed  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
a  vessel  to  relieve  Mr.  Washburn  from  his  em- 
barrassing situation. 

Death  of  General  Mitre,  President  of  the  Argentine 
Republic,  and  its  e£fect  upon  the  war  with  Par- 
aguay. 
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XIX 


100 


Mr.  Wuhbnrn  to 
Ifr.  Seward. 

......  do..  ..•• .... 


....do 


Mr.  Seward  to  lir. 

Waahbam. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

McMahon. 


101 
102 


7 
103 


78 


•  •*•*•  U  V  •••••«   •«*• 


Mth  Washburn  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


...do...... .... 

Mr.  McBfahon  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1868. 
April  7 

April  7 


April  17 

June  2 
Sept.  2 

Sept    3 


...do 

Mr.  Waahbom  to 

lir.  Seward. 
Mr.   McMahon  to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Washburn. 


BIr.  Sewaid  to  Mr. 
McMahon. 

.  ..... QO ......  .... 

Mr.   McMahon  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

McMahon. 

......do..... 

Mr.   McMahon  to 

Mr.  Seward. 


m 


.do. 


Sept.  26 


Oct.    5 
Oct.  13 

Oct.  26 


Oct.  27 
Oct,  31 

Nov.  14 
Nov.  17 

Nov."l8 

Nov.  21 
Nov.  21 

Nov.  27 

Nov.  27 
Dec  11 

Dec  11 


Evacuation  of  A«nncion  by  Lopez,  l^fusal  of 
Mr.  Washburn  to  leave  Asuncion.  The  United 
States  legation  made  an  asylum  for  foreig^ners. 

Porter  C.  Bliss  and  James  Manlove  attached  to 
the  legation  by  Mr.  Washburn.  Arrest  of  Man- 
love  by  the  military  authorities  for  being  in  the 
streets  of  Asuncion. 

Difficulties  experienced  in  corresponding  with  the 
home  government.  Bequest  that  a  vessel  be 
Bent  to  convev  him  to  the  United  States. 

Besignation  ot  Mr.  Washburn  as  minister  to  Par- 
aguay accepted. 

Action  of  the  allied  forces  in  regard  to  the  passage 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  up  the  Parana 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  Mr.  Washburn  to 
the  United  States. 

The  United  States,  while  they  will  continue  to 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  war  in 
the  valley  of  the  La  Plata,  are  very  anxious 
to  see  an  end  of  hostilities  and  a  restora- 
tion of  peace  among  the  nations  of  South  Amer- 
ica. 

His  safe  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Arrest  by  Lopez 
of  the  foreigners  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
United  States  legation,  including  Messrs.  Bliss 
and  Masterman,  the  two  latter  taken  by  force, 
and  all  charged  with  a  conspiracy  against  Lopez. 
Deplorable  condition  of  affairs  in  Paraguay. 
Publication  in  the  press  of  Buenos  Ayres  of  his 
correspondence  witn  the  authorities  in  Paraguay. 

Deplorable  condition  of  affairs  in  Paraguay 

Cases  of  Messrs.  Masterman  and  Bliss.  Affairs 
in  Paraguay. 

His  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Proposal  of  Admi- 
ral Davis  to  send  a  vessel  of  war  to  headquar- 

^  ters  of  Lopez  and  demand  reparation  for  the 
insult  offer^  to  the  United  States  in  the  forcible 
seizure  and  detention  by  Lopez  of  Messrs.  Mas- 
terman and  Bliss. 

Same  subject 

Affairs  in  Paraguay 


Has  made  application  to  the  allied  forces  for  per- 
mission to  pass  their  blockade  to  enable  him  to 
reach  his  post  of  duty. 

Admiral  Davis  instructed  to  proceed  to  Paraguay 
and  demand  prompt  redress  for  any  insult  that 
may  have  been  committed  against  the  United 
States  or  their  citizens. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject 

Permission  given  by  the  allied  forces  to  enable 
him  to  pass  the  blockade  on  his  way  to  his  post 
of  duty. 

Cases  of  Messrs.  Masterman  and  Bliss 


Beceipt  of  Mr.  McMahon's  dispatch  No.  6 

His  arrival  at  the  headquarters  of  Lopez.  Cor- 
respondence between  Admiral  Davis  and  Presi- 
dent Lopez  concerning  the  deliveiy  up  of  Messrs. 
Bliss  and  Masterman. 

Progress  of  the  war  in  Paraguay 


654 

aw 

666 

667 
668 


670 


673 
677 

678 


681 

684 

685 
687 

687 

688 
690 

690 
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Sehor  Palacios  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


APPENDIX. 

Mr.  Waahbom  to 
Senor  Benitez. 

Senor   Benitez   to 
Mr.  Washburn. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Benitez. 

Senor   Benitez    te 
Mr.  Washburn. 
Do 


Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor  Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor   Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor   Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 


Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor    Benitez   to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor   Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senur   Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Benitez. 
Senor    Benitez    to 

Mr.  Washburn. 


Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Benitez. 


1868. 
Dec.  IG 


1868. 
Mar.  26 


Mar.  27 

Mar.  29 
April  25 

May    9 

June  20 


June  22 
June  23 
June  27 

June  28 
July  n 
July  12 
July  12 
July  13 
July  13 

July  14 
July  16 
July  20 
July  19 
July  20 
July  21 
July  22 
July  23 

July  23 


Depositions  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman  con- 
cerning: their  detention  in  Paraguay  by  President 
Lopez. 


Requesting  that  he  might  be  furnished  with  a 
passport  to  enable  him  to  make  -excursions  into 
the  country. 

Same  subject | 


Same  subject 

Transmission  of  Mr.  Washburn's  correspondence 

by  flag  of  truce. 
Literriew  granted  by  President  Lopez  to  Mr. 

Washburn. 
Desires  to  know  if  Senor  Pereira  has  taken  refuge 

in  the  legation  of  the  United  States.    Requests 

lists  of  persons  who  have  taken  refuge  in  the 

legation. 
Same  subject.    Incloses  list  of  persons  who  have 

taken  refuge  in  the  legation.  * 

Sends  sealed  package  to  Mr.  Washburn  from  the 

United  States  steamer  Wasp. 
Asylum  given  by  Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Pereinti 

the  Portuguese  consul,  and  others.     Request 

their  delivery  to  the  Paraguayan  authorities. 
Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


Same  subject. 
Same  subject. 


Requesting  that  Porter  C.  Bliss  and  George  Mas- 
terman be  dismissed  from  the  legation  as  they 
are  charged  with  being  connected  with  a  con- 
spiracy against  President  Lopez. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject. 


Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Requesting  the  delivery  of  a  sealed  package  of 
communications  said  to  have  been  given  to  Mr. 
Washburn  by  Senor  Berges,  ex-minifter  of  for- 
eign affairs  of  Paraguay. 

Same  subject.  Mr.  Washburn  states  that  he  has 
not  received  a  sealed  package  from  Senor  Berges. 


723 


724 

724 
725 

725 

726 


726 
727 
727 


72^ 

730 
736 
737 
739 

740 


741 

742 
745 
749 
749 
750 
750 
751 


752 
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No.. 


From  whom   and 
to  whom. 


Senor   Benitez    to 
Mr.  Washborn. 


Mr.  Washbora  to 
Senor  Benitez. 
Do 

Senor   Benitez    to 
Mr.  Washbun^. 


Mr.  Washbnm  to 
Senor  Benitez. 

Senor  Benitez  to 
Mr.  Washburn. 

Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Benitez. 

Senor  Benitez  to 
Mr.  Washburn. 

Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Benitez. 
Do 

Sfoor  Caminos  to 
Mr.  WflMhbnm. 

Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Caminos. 
Do 

Do 

Senor  Caminos  to 
Mr.  Washburn. 


Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Caminos. 


Senor  Caminos  to 

Mr.  Washburn. 
,  Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Caminos. 
I  Senor  Caminos  to 
I    Mr.  Washburn. 
I  Mr.  Washburn  to 
1    Senor  Caminos. 
Senor  Caminos  to 
I    Mr.  Washburn. 
'  Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Caminos. 


Do. 


I 

.Senor  Caminos  to 
I    Mr.  Washburn. 
'  Mr.  Washburn  to 

Senor  Caminos. 
Senor  Caminos  to 

Mr.  Washburn. 

Mr.  Washbnm  to 

Senor  Caminos. 


Date. 

1868. 
July  23 

July  25 

July  26 

July  31 

Aug.  3 

Aug.  6 

Aug.  11 

Aug.  U 

Aug.  12 

Aug.  13 

Aug.  28 

Aug.  29 

Sept.  2 

Sept.  2 
Sept.  4 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  5 

Se^t.  6 

Sept.  6 

Sept.  7 

Sept  7 
Sept.  7 

Sept.  8 

Sept.  8 

Sept.  8 

Subject. 


Demand  for  the  deUvery  up  to  the  Paraffuayan 
authorities  of  Porter  C  Bliss  and  George  Master- 
man,  charged  with  complicity  in  a  conspiracy 
against  Paraguay. 

Same  subject ^ 


Mr.  Blisses  refutation  of  the  charges  of  complicity 
in  the  plot  to  assassinate  President  Lopez. 

Demand  for  the  delivery  up  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and 
Masterman.  Concemiuff  a  sealed  package  said 
to  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Washburn  by  Senor 
Berges.  Refutation  of  Mr.  Bliss  of  the  charges 
of  complicity  in  the  plot  to  assassinate  President 
Lopez.    Charges  against  Mr.  Washburn. 

Same  subject 


Charges  of  complicity  against  Mr.  Washburn  in 
the  alleged  conspiracy  tor  the  overthrow  of  the 
government  of  Paraguay. 

Same  subject 


Demand  fior  additional  papers  said  to  have  been 

given  to  Mr.  Washburn  oy  Senor  Berges. 
Same  subject.    Mr.  Washburn  denies  that  Senor 

Berges  gave  him  any  papers. 
Demand  for  the  delivery  up  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and 

Masterman. 
Requesting  a  list  of  the  perBonnd  of  the  United 

States  legation  for  whom  passports  are  desired. 
Transmitting  list  referred  to  above 


Bequest  that  passports  mav  be  furnished  for  him- 
self and  the  members  of  nis  legation. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject.  Refasal  of  the  government  of  Para- 
guay to  furnish  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman 
with  passports.  Charges  of  complicity  against 
Mr.  Washburn  in  the  alleged  conspiracy  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  government  of  Paraguay. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  propertv  left  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Washburn  by  persons  residing  in  Paraguav. 
Also,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  archives  of  the 
legation. 

Same  subject ....1 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


752 

755 

758 
760 


770 
775 

785 

79ft 

796 

796 

801 

801 

802 

802 
803 


816 

816 
816 

817 

818 

819 

820 

820 
821 

821 

822 

823 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 


Sabject. 


Senor  Caminos  to 
Mr.  Washburn. 


Mr.  Washburn  to 
Senor  Caminos. 

Senor  Caminos  to 
Mr.  Washburn. 

Mr.  Washburn  to 
President  Lopez. 


Mr.   Bliss  to  Mr. 

Good  fellow. 
Mr.   Bliss  to  Mr. 

Davis. 
Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr. 

Washburn. 
Mr.  Washburn  to 

Mr.  Stewart. 


1868. 
Sept   9 


Sept.  10 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  12 

Sept.  7 
Sept  10 
Sept  11 
Sept  24 


As  to  the  disposition  of  property  left  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Washbam  by  persons  residing  in  Paraguay. 
Also,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  archives  of  the 
legation. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Concerning  the  charges  against  Mr.  Washburn  of 
complicity  in  the  alleged  conspiracy  against 
President  Lopes.  Protest  against  the  detention 
of  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman  in  Paraguay. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Narrative  of  events  which  have  transpired  in  Para- 
guay since  the  2lBt  of  February,  1668. 


PEEU. 


103 

105 
106 
107 

109 

110 

74 

112 

113 

114 

76 

115 

116 

77 

117 

79 

119 

120 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

......  do ...... .... 

•  •••*•   UO  •««•••    V«*fl 

•  •••*• Uv*  •«•*•  •••« 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hovey. 
Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

......do.......... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hovey. 
Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hovey. 

Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hovey. 
Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do...... .... 


1867. 
Nov.  28 

Dec.  14 
Dec  22 
Dec.  28 

1868. 
Jan.  14 

Jan. 

14 

Jan. 

15 

Jan. 

22 

Jan. 

28 

Jan. 

28 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

14 

Feb. 

14 

Feb. 

21 

Feb. 

22 

Mar. 

4 

Mar.  14 

Mar. 

22 

Revolution  in  the  north  of  Peru 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 

Revolutionary  movements  in  Peru.    Resignation 

of  President  Prado. 
Defeat  of  the  government  forces  by  those  of  the 

insurgents. 
Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 
Revolutionary  movements  in  Peru 

Claims  of  American  citizens  against  Peru  for 
losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in 
Peru. 

Success  of  the  revolution.  Formation  of  a  new 
ministry  by  General  Canseco. 

Revolutionary  movements  in  Peru 

Regarding  the  recognition  of  the  newly-constituted 

government  of  Peru. 
New  election  for  the  officers  of  the  government 

called  for  by  General  Canseco. 
Claims  of  American  citizens   against  Peru   for 

losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in 

Peru. 
State  of  affairs  in  the  north  part  of  Peru 

Regarding  the  recognition  of  the  newly-constituted 

government  of  Peru. 
Same  subject    Peruvian  affairs 

Revolutionary  movement  in  Chiclayo 
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121  Mr.  HoToy  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

122 do 

123 do 

124  ......do......... 

63  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hovey. 

12B  Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
131 do 

138 do 

139 do 

140  ......do.......... 

I 

142 do 

e7,Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

I    Horey. 
"&  ......do....  •••••. 

I 
144  Ifr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 
^ '    Seward. 

143 do... 

92  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hovey. 
146  Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 
j     Seward. 


I 


147 


•  do.  .. 


'■*-  ...... QO.  ....   ...< 

150... ...do.  ....  .... 


94  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hovey. 
....do.  ....  .... 

....do.  ......  .. 


95' 


97 
153 


156 


100 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

...... QO ....  .....< 


Mr.SewaidtoMr. 
Hovey. 

PERUVIAN    LEGA- 
TION. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor  Garcia. 


1668. 
Mar.  22 


Mar.  28 
April  14 
AprU22 

May    7 


Jnly22 
July  22 
July  28 
Aug.  14 

Aug.  14 

Aug.  14 

Aug.  17 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  28 
Sept.  7 

Sept  14 

Sept  14 
Sept  14 
Sept  30 

Sept  30 

Oct  1 
Oct     3 

Oct  14 
Oct  28 


Nov.  20 


1868. 
Feb.  21 


Clums  of  American  citizens  against  Peru  for 
losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in 
Peru. 

Political  affairs  of  Peru 

Same  subject 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

The  United  States  will  not  recognize  the  newly 
constituted  government  of  Peru  until  it  shall 
have  been  accepted  by  the  Peruvian  people. 

Meeting  of  the  Peruvian  congress 


Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

Claims  of  American  citizens  against  Peru  for  losses 
sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in  Peru. 

Extract  of  a  report  from  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  on  the  relations  between  Peru  and  the 
United  States. 

Colonel  Balta  elected  President  of  Peru.  Forma- 
tion of  a  new  cabinet 

Recognition  of  the  present  government  of  Peru  by 
the  United  States. 

Same  subject 


Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 

Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 
Great  destruction  of  life  and  property  in  Peru,  oc- 
casioned by  terrible  earthquakes. 

Same  subject 

Recognition  of  the  present  government  of  Peru  by 

the  United  States. 
Thanks  of  the  Peruvian  government  for  the  good 

offices  of  Bear-Admiral  Turner  and  Mr.  Hovey 

in  taking  steps  towards  alleviating  the  distress 

caused  by  the  recent  earthquakes. 
Devastations  produced  in  Ecuador  by  a  terrible 

earth(^uake. 
Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 

SpMU  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 
Claims  of  American    citizens  against  Peru  for 

losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in 

Peru. 
Devastations  produced  in  Peru  and  Ecuador  by 

terrible  earthquakes. 

Same  subject 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 

Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 
Claims  of  American*  citizens    against  Peru  for 

losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  revolution  in 

Peru. 
Thanks  of  the  coneress  of  Peru  for  the  assistance 

rendered  by  the  United  States  to  the  people  of 

Peru  at  the  time  of  the  visitation  of  the  terrible 

earthquakes. 
Same  subject 


Claims  of  American  citizens  against  Peru 'arising 
out  of  the  recent  civil  war  in  Peru. 


662 
862 
863 

863 


865 
865 
865 
666 

666 

867 

869 

669 

870 

872 
672 

673 

674 

677 
677 


6S6 

686 

667 
667 

669 
869 
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LIST   OP  DOCUMENTS. 
PERU— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Tel. 

Tel. 
Tel. 
Tel. 
Tel. 
Tel. 

Tel. 


Senor  Garcia  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 

iior  Garcia. 

Do 

Senor  Garcia  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Garcia. 

Do 

Senor  Garcia  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Garcia. 

Senor  Garciat  o  Mr. 
Seward. 


Do. 


•  ««*Uw*    •••«    »•• 


Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Garcia. 
......do 

Senor  Garcia  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do.  ..  .....: 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
nor Garcia. 

Do 

Senor  Garcia  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1868. 
Feb.  -27 

Mar.  25 

Mar.  28 

April  1 

April  2 

[April  14 
[April  18 

April  20 

April  27 

April29 

May    8 

July  28 

Sept.  7 

Sept.  8 
Sept  10 

Oct.  12 

Nov.  24 

Nov.  24 

Dec.    2 

Dec.    3 

Dec  10 

Dec.  12 

Dec.  19 
Dec.  18 


Claims  of  American  citizens  a^nst  Pern  arising 
out  of  the  recent  civil  war  in  Peru. 

Destruction  of  the  proper^  of  two  British  sub- 
jects by  the  insurgents  in  Peru. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

Destruction  of  the  property  of  two  British  sub- 
jects by  the  insurgents  in  Peru. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

Same  subject 

Claims  of  American  citizens  against  Pern  arising 
out  of  the  recent  civil  war  in  Pern. 

Mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

McKliation  of  Nicaragua  m  the  war  between  Spain 
and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 

Same  subject 


Requesting  that'the  United  States  relax  her  policy 
of  neutruity  in  order  that  Peru  may  obtain  ves- 
sels of  war  therefrom. 

Offering  reasons  why  the  United  States  should 
grant  permission  to  Peru  to  receive  the  monitors 
purchased  by  her  in  the  United  States. 

Announcing  the  election  and  inauguration  of 
Jos6  Balta  as  President  of  Peru.  Liist  of  the 
new  cabinet  of  Peru. 

Same  subject 


Relates  to  the  permission  to  remove  the  war  ves- 
sels purchased  by  Peru  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States. 

Medi^ion  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South  America. 
Protocol  of  conference  of  the  representatives  of 
the  allies  inclosed. 

Requesting  order  for  the  liberation  of  the  steamer 
Havana ;  tender  to  the  Peruvian  monitors,  de- 
tained by  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  Orleans. 

Directions  for  the  release  of  Uie  Havana  given 

Assurances  that  the  Peruvian  iron-clads  are  not 

to  be  used  against  Spain. 
Same  subject ^ 


Report  that  Spanish  vessels  are  off  Balize,  with 

the  intention  of  capturing  the  Peruvian  monitors. 

Same  subject 


Same  subject 

Intended  seizure  of  the  steamer  Havana  at  New 
Orleans.  Asks  the  immediate  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  matter. 


890 

690 

891 

891 

892 

892 
894 


900 

903 

909 

909 
910 

910 

915 

915 

915 

915 

916 

916 

916 
917 
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LIST   OP  DOCfUMENTS. 
SALVADOR. 


XXV 


NoL 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Sabject. 


35!  Mr.  Williams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

WUIiama. 
Mr.  Williams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......  do... •  ••••.. 


....do. 
....do. 
....do. 


18CT. 
Dec.  22 

1868. 
Feb.    6 


Mar.  6 
Mar.  6 
Mar.  20 
April  6 

Jane  6 
June  15 
Sept  22 


Annual  fairs  held  in  Salvador  for  the  sale  of  indigo 
and  the  purchase  of  foreign  merchandise. 

Opening  of  the  leeislatiye  chambers.  Message  of 
the  President  and  report  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  and  public  instruction. 

Closing  of  the  legislatave  chambers.  Extraordi- 
nary powers  given  to  the  President. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  dispatoh  No.  37 


Exports  and  imports  and  financial  affairs  of  Sal- 
vador. 

Treaty  of  amitv  and  commerce  concluded  between 
Salvador  and  Nicar^^a.  Suggests  that  a  con- 
sular convention  and  also  on  extradition  treaty 
be  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Sal- 
vador. 

Visit  of  the  President  and  cabinet  to  the  western 
department  of  the  republic. 

Distribution  of  the  "Tributes  of  the  Nations  to 
Abraham  Lincoln.** 

Decree  granUng  the  privilege  to  introduce  Chinese 
laborers  into  Salvador. 


918 

918 

923 
924 
925 
927 


929 


VElirBZUBLA. 


Mr.StilwelltoMr. 
Seward. 

>..... QO ....  .....< 

......do.... ...... 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Stilwell. 
1]  Mr.StilwelltoMr. 
I     Seward. 

«0    .....  .  do  •••.  a..... 

«3 1 . . . . . .  do ...... .... 


27 do 

34 do 

3lMr.  Pruyn  to  Mr. 
i     Seward. 


4 

5 

7ii... 


...do. 
...do. 

..do. 

..do.. 


1867. 
Dec.  10 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

17 

26 

28 

1868. 
Jan.  27 

Feb. 

6 

Mar. 

12 

Mar. 

16 

April  15 
May  27 
June  18 

June  26 

July 

1 

July 

8 

July 

9 

Arrival  at  his  post  of  duty.  Presentation  of  his  let- 
ter of  credence. 
Same  subject ^ 

Insurrectionaiy  movements  in  Venezuela 

Claim  of  two  minor  sons  of  Joseph  Hill,  bom  in 

Venezuela,  to  exemption  from  compulsory  service 

in  the  army  of  Venezuela. 

Same  subject 

Political  and  militaxr  affairs  of  Venezuela.  Finan- 
cial condition  of  the  republic. 
Proclamation  declaring  certain  ports  of  Venezuela 

closed  and  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence.      Case  of 

the  sons  of  Joseph  Hill. 

Revolutionary  movemento  in  Venezuela 

Same  subject 

Same  subiect.     Action  of  the  diplomatic  corps  to 

bring  about  an  interview  between  General  Bru- 

zual,  the  acting  President,  and  General  Monagas, 

chief  of  the  insurgents. 
Same  subject.    Capture  of  the  city  of  Caracas  by 

the  insurgents. 
Organization  of  a  new  government  under  General 

Monagas. 
Establishment  of  the  government  under  General 

Bmzual  at  Puerto  Cabello. 
Celebration  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  at  Caracas. 


931 

932 
933 
934 


935 

936 

938 

939 

940 
941 
943 

945 
946 
94^ 

950 
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LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
V£N£ZU£LAHC!ontinaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
19 

21 

22 
3 
4 

6 
7 

10 

14 

18 
26 
30 
31 
33 
35 

36 
•38 
24 
43 


Mr.  Pniyn  to  Mr, 
Seward. 


do 

..«•..  do 

..-•.. do •«. 

»•«•*•  QO  •••«■•     m  m  m  t 

»•*«•»  UV  m  m  m  m  m  m    ••»« 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Pruyn. 


......do..... 

•  •   •   *  •  9  U  V  •••*••     ■*■« 

■  ■••«•  Uv  *•**••    •••• 

Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

■  *•«••  QO  ■*«•«•  ••*• 

•  *••••  UO  ••••  ••••«( 

......do ...> 

......do 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Pruyn. 
Mr.  Piruyn  to  Mr. 

Sewara. 


1868. 
July  20 


July  21 

July  22 

July  23 

July  23 
'Aug.    6 

Aug.   6 

Aug.  6 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  22 

Aug.  22 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  22 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  24 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  29 
Oct.     1 

Oct.  3 

Oct.  5 

Oct.  21 

Oct.  30 


Condition  of  affairs  at  Puerto  Cabello.  His  visit 
to  St.  Thomas  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
United  States  vessel  to  protect  American  interests 
at  Puerto  Cabello. 

Desire  of  the  government  at  Caracas  to  have  the 
diplomatic  body  declare  that  the  blockade  estab- 
lished by  General  firuzual  is  illegal. 

Conduct  of  General  Aristiguiesta,  chief  of  staff  of 
General  Bruzual,  before  and  during  the  recent 
siege  of  Caracas. 

Decree  declaring  the  sale  of  certain  war  vessels, 
now  in  possession  of  General  Bruznal,  null  and 
void. 

Opening  of  the  coasting  trade  of  Venezuela  to  ves- 
sels bearing  foreign  &gs. 

Foreign  debt  of  Venezuela.  Plan  proposed  by 
that  country  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the 
same. 

Conference  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
and  the  diplomatic  body  concerning  the  pres- 
ence of  a  war  vessel  of  General  Bruzual  in  front 
of  La  Guayra. 

Importance  of  having  a  war  vessel  of  the  United 
States  in  the  waters  of  Venezuela. 

Revolutionary  movements  in  Venezuela 


The  United  States  are  not  prepared  at  present  to 
recognize  the  revolutionary  authorities  of  Vene- 
zuela. 

Establishment  of  the  government  under  General 
Bruzual  at  Puerto  C&ello. 

Celebration  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  at  Caracas. 

Visit  of  Mr.  Pruyn  to  St.  Thomas  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  a  United  States  vessel  to  protect 
American  interests  at  Puerto  Cabello. 

Conference  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Venezuela  and  the  diplomatic  body  concern- 
ing the  presence  of  a  war  vessel  of  General  Bru- 
zual in  front  of  La  Guayra. 

Foreign  debt  of  Venezuela.  Plan  proposed  by  that 
country  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  same. 

Success  of  the  revolution  under  General  Monagas. 
Defeat  of  the  forces  under  General  Bruzual. 

Course  pursued  by  the  authorities  of  the  island  of 
Cura^oa  in  regard  to  Venezuelan  affairs. 

Action  of  the  diplomatic  body  concerning  the 
payment  of  the  foreign  debt  of  Venezuela. 

Regarding  the  recognition  of  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment under  General  Monagas. 

Concerning  his  action  in  relation  to  the  payment 
of  the  foreign  debt  of  Venezuela,  and  also  con- 
cerning the  presence  of  a  war  vessel  of  General 
Bruzual  in  front  of  La  Guayra. 

Attempt  to  assassinate  the  acting  President  of 
Venezuela. 

Concerning  the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt  of 
Venezuela. 

Same  subject 


953 

955 

956 

958 
959 

961 
961 


963 
963 


964 


964 


965 


968 
970 
973 
974 


976 
977 
978 


Attempt  to  assassinate  the  acting  President  of     979 
Venezuela. 
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Google 


LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
VENEZUELA— Continued. 


XXVII 


v^     From  whom  and 
^®-  to  whom. 


44|Mr.  Prayn  to  Mr. 

I     Sewmrd. 
45' do 


25 

26! 
29' 


Hr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

...fX. 


TQTEZUELAN  LEGA- 
I  TION. 

I 

Senor  Meea  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Senor  Rebas  to]Mr.  J 
'     Seward. 


I 


Do. 
Do 


Senor   Bmznal  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
I     nor  Mesa. 

Mr.  Seward  to  8e- 
I     nor  Bibas. 
I  Mr.  Seward  to  Se- 
'     norBruzuaL 


Date. 


1868. 
Oct  30 

Oct.  30 

Nov.    9 

Nov.   9 
Nov.  16 


1868. 
July  20 


July  24 

Jnly  30 
Ang.   5 

Aug.  24 

Ang.  24 

Ang.  25 

Ang.  27 


Subject. 


Concerning  the  recent  course  of  political  events  in 

Venezuela.  * 
Celebration  of  Saint  Simon*8  day  in  honor  of 

Simon  Bolivar,  the  liberator  of  Venezuela. 
Recognition  of  the  provisional   government    of 

Venezuela. 

Revolution  in  Venezuela 

Attempt  to  assassinate  the  acting  President  of 

Venezuela. 


Notifying  the  United  States  of  the  fact  that  the  seat 
of  government  under  General  Bruzual  is  located 
at  ruerto  Cabello,  and  calUng  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  mlfill  its  treaty  ob* 
ligations  by  preventing  any  infraction  of  its  neu- 
tralitv  laws  by  the  agents  of  the  goveriunent 
which  is  located  at  Caracas. 

Denying  the  report  in  the  New  York  Herald  that 
the  United  States  minister  was  obliged  to  leave 
Venezuela  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  com- 
motion there. 

Political  events  in  Venezuela 

The  capital  of  the  government  of  Venezuela 
removed  to  Puerto  Caoello. 

Brief  history  of  the  political  events  which  have 
recently  occurred  in  Venezuela. 

Political  revolution  in  Venezuela 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


980 

981 

982 

983 
983 


984 


985 

985 
987 

987 

990 

991 

992 


U  E  U  G  TJ  A  Y. 


Mr.  Asboth  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Oct.  15 


Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence.  Mediation 
of  the  United  States  in  the  war  between  the  al- 
lies and  Paraguay. 


994 


UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 


1G9 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Burton. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1866. 
Dec.  28 


1867. 
May  24 


International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company's  desire 
to  land  their  cable  on  the  shore  of  tne  United 
States  of  Colombia. 

His  arrival  at  Baranquilla.  General  Riasco  pro- 
claims himself  President  of  Colombia.  Block- 
ade of  the  port  of  Santa  Martha  by  General  Lio- 
pez.  Forcible  dissolution  of  congpress  by  Gen- 
eral Mosquora,  who  declares  the  whole  country 
in  a  state  of  revolution.  States  preparing  for 
the  overthrow  of  General  Mosquera. 


998 


998 
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XXVIII  LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


11 
20 
25 
14 
29 


Mr.SalliyantoMr. 
Seward. 

■  »  •  •  *  *  %M%J  •*«*  ••  •*■« 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Sullivan. 


Mr.SnlliyantoMr. 

Seward. 
do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mii 

Sullivan. 

......do 

•  •••*•  Uw •    •««*    **•»< 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

•  •  *  «  •  •  Uw  •    ««••      m  •  •  * 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Sullivan. 
Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Sullivan. 
Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


1867. 
May  29 

May  29 

June  2 

June  7 

June  13 


June  29 

June  30 
July   6 


July  6 
July  6 
July  6 
July  16 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  12 
Aug.  12 


Aug.  17 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  26 


Forcible  enlistment  and  detention  of  American 
citizens  on  board  the  Colombian  vessel  B.  B. 
Cuyler,  or  Rayo. 

Proclamations  of  the  states  of  Antioquia  and  San- 
tander  to  their  people  denouncing  President 
Mosquera. 

Report  of  the  engagement  between  a  portion  of 
President  Mosquera*s  forces  and  those  of  the 
insurgents  at  Banco. 

Regarding  the  recognition  of  the  acts  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Colombian  war-steamer  R.  R. 
Cuyler,  or  Rftyo,  should  that  officer  now  hoist 
the  American  flag. 

Extraordinary  taxes  levied  by  the  state  authorities 
of  Panama  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  against 
the  general  government  of  Colombia.  Only  such 
blockade  as  is  maintained  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  nations  will  be  respected  by  the 
United  States. 

Revolutionary  movements 


Same  subject 

Rights  and  obligations  of  American  citizens  resid- 
ing in  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  Progress 
of  the  insurrection. 

Forcible  enlistment  and  detention  of  American 
citizens  on  board  the  Colombian  steamer  B.  R. 
Cuyler  or  Rayo. 

Extraordinary  taxes  levied  by  the  state  of  Panama 
for  purposes  connected  with  the  civil  war  in 
Colombia. 

Owing^  to  the  condition  of  dvil  war  in  Colombia 
the  United  States  is  not  at  present  prepared  to 
recognize  any  changip  of  government  there. 

TheR.  R.  Cuyler,  or  Rayo,  having  been  purchased 
by  the  Colombian  government,  she  will  not  be 
recognized  as  an  American  vessel  until  she  shall 
obtain  a  new  register  in  the  United  States  as  the 
property  of  an  American  citizen. 

Presentation  of  his  letter  of  credence.  Resigna- 
tion of  General  Mosquera  as  President  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Adjudication  of  maritime  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
Colombia.   Decree  of  General  Mosquera  annulled. 

Conference  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in 
relation  to  the  troubles  in  Colombia,  especially 
the  overthrow  and  imprisonment  of  President 
Mosquera,  and  also  concerning  the  secret  treaty 
between  President  Mosquera  and  Peru.  Action 
of  the  Colombian  congress  with  reference  to  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  or  Rayo. 

Concerning  the  recognition  of  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Colombia. 

Correspondence  with  Rear  Admiral  Palmer  con- 
ceminff  affairs  in  Colombia. 

Reported  shooting  of  an  American  citizen  by  Gen- 
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SPAIN. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Hale. 

Xo.  02.j  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washhigtanj  December  2,  18G7. 

Sib  :  Mr.  Perry's  dispatch  No.  14,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  upon  the  sub- 
jrt-t  of  the  quarantine  in  Sx)aiu  of  vessels  from  the  United  States,  has 
Wii  received. 

It  is  noticed  with  regret  that  the  remonstrances  which,  by  the  instruc- 
tions from  tliis  department,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  o,  he  was  directed  to 
address  to  that  government,  has  proved  unavailing. 

The  reasons  which  he  represents  as  having  been  assigned  by  the 
minister  of  the  interior  for  justifying  the  quarantine,  are  founded  upon 
olinous  misconceptions  of  fact  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  contagious 
disease,  especially  yellow  fever,  in  this  country. 

That  epidemic  was  restricted  to  a  few  ports  only  of  the  southern 
States.  If  vessels  from  those  ports  had  been  subjectecl  to  the  quaran- 
tine, there  would  have  been  no  ground  of  complaint. 

The  rule  has,  however,  been  applied  without  discrimination  to  vessels 
from  all  part«  of  the  United  States,  even  when  bearing  a  health  certifl- 
cate,  attestefl  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  the  i)ort  whence  they  may  have 
cleared.  This  s^m  to  be  unreasonable  and  unjust.  It  has  given  rise  to 
numerous  complaints,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  known 
0  your  legation.  The  lettef  of  Mr.  Alpheus  Hardy,  of  Boston,  a  copy  of 
ffliieb  is  inclosed,  relates  to  the  case  of  his  bark  Young  Turk,  which  has 
been  subjected  to  the  quarantine  without  apparent  necessity,  and  to  the 
great  loss  of  b<^  owner. 

It  i.s  hoped  that  the  Spanish  minister  of  the  interior  may  see  cause 
to  rescind  his  order,  and  that,  seeing  the  serious  mistake  which  he  has 
<-oiomitted,  the  government  of  Spain  will  make  good  the  damages 
vhieb  United  States  citizens  have  sustained. 

If  the  Spanish  secretary  of  the  interior  persists  in  maintaining  the 
qnarautine,  we  must  protest  with  energy,  and  will  expect  indemnification. 

I  telegraphed  to  you  to-day  on  this  important  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

JoBN  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  <fec.,  d-c,  dte. 


Mr.  Hardy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  November  27, 1867. 
Sir:  Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  wrong  practised 
^iwn  the  United  States  shipping  trading  with  Spain.    I  cannot  better 
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do  this  than  by  stating  my  own  case.  My  bark,  Young  Turk,  saDed 
hence  the  last  of  August,  with  a  cargo  wholly  of  staves,  bound  for  Malaga, 
Spain.  At  that  time  our  port  was  entirely  free  of  any  contagious  disease ; 
the  officers  and  crew  in  good  health.  The  bark  was  cleared  at  the  custom- 
house with  a  clean  hill  of  Iiealth jdiily  and  properly  certified  by  the  Spatmh 
co7ittul  at  this  port,  After,a  passage  of  about  twenty-five  days  she  arrived 
at  Malaga,  all  on  board  in  good  health,  biit  w^as  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
port  because  the  yellow  fever  was  in  New  Orleans^  or  the  cholera  in 
some  port  of  the  United  States.  The  bark  wiis  ordered  oflf  to  Port  Mahon ; 
kept  there  ten  days ;  compelled  to  pay  port  charges  and  quarantine  fees, 
doctor's  bills,  &c.,  was  thirty-seven  days  in  getting  to,  at,  and  from  Mahon, 
and  at  a  large  expense  for  time,  wages,  provisions,  &c.,  besides  throwing 
the  voyage  wholly  out  of  its  plan,  bringing  her  here  too  late  for  the  best 
sale  of  lier  cargo,  and  making  a  difference  to  the  owners  of  several 
thousand  dollars. 

The  Spanish  government  make  no  difference  between  New  Orleans 
and  Boston,  and  pay  no  regard  to  the  certificate  of  our  authorities, 
backed  by  their  own  consul,  to  whom  we  paid  a  fee  for  his  name,  but 
send  our  vessels  off  without  reason,  much  to  our  damage.  Our  mjusters 
assert  it  is  mainly  to  secimj  fees.  Their  vessels  are  not  so  treated  with 
us,  nor  do  they  treat  other  nations  as  they  do  us. 

For  instance,  they  put  Gibraltar  down  as  a  foul  port,  but  by  the  remon- 
strance of  the  British  government  they  withdrew  their  edict  and  allowed 
British  vessels  from  Gibraltar  to  enter  Spain,  while  our  vessels  hence, 
after  being  admitted  at  Gibraltar,  and  unloading  there  side  by  side  with 
those  from  England,  and  associating  with  their  crew,  were  ordered  oflf. 

The  whole  system  is  unjust,  as  I  view  it,  and  I  trust  may  commend 
itself  Xo  your  attention. 

We  are  large  customers  for  Spanisli  products,  taking  firom  Malaga 
more  than  half,  of  all  the  fruit  she  exports,  (from  800,000  to  1,000,000 
boxes  out  of  a  crop  of  1,300,000,  at  1,500,000,)  and  it  is  a  peculiar  hard- 
ship to  be  thus  troubled  and  taxed  from  this  port  when  and  because 
there  is  yellow  fever  in  Louisiana  or  Texas. 

Pardon  my  free  expression  of  a  felt  wrong,  and  allow  me  to  remain, 
with  high  regards,  yours,  &c., 

ALPHEUS  HAKDY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washiiigton,  D,  G, 

(Reference  to  United  States  senators  from  Massachusetts.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

1^0.  93.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  Decetnber  4,  1867. 
Sir  :  The  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga  has  communicated 
to  this  department  the  particidars  of  a  mutinous  affray  which  took 
place,  on  the  21st  of  October  last,  on  board  an  American  vessel  lying  in 
that  port  named  the  Abd-el-Kader.  The  captain  and  mate  of  the  vessel 
were  assaulted  and  severely  wounded,  and  but  for  the  timely  inter- 
ference of  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  revenue  boat  Alerta,  who  caused 
the  arrest  of  the  mutineers  and  their  delivery  to  the  United  States 
consul,  the  affair  would  no  doubt  have  proved  a  more  serious  one  than 
it  did. 
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You  will,  upon  tbe  receipt  of  this  iustniction,  make  the  above-men- 
tioned facts  known  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  convey  ih  suitable  terms  the  acknowledgmeuts  of  this 
government  for  the  friendly  assistance  given  by  the  officers  of  the 
Alerta. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 
John  P.  Haxe,  Eisq.,  dDc,  dbc.y  (&c. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  115.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  December  17,  1867. 

Sm  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  last  week  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Farragut  and  a  portion  of 
bis  staff  at  this  city.  Though  his  stay  here  was  very  brief,  he  arriving 
early  AV^ednesday  morning  and  leaving  Saturday  evening,  yet  I  think 
I  may  say  that  it  was  very  pleasant  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
admiral  and  his  party. 

1  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  him  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and 
ber  husband,  styled  "the  King"  by  courtesy  and  I  believe  also  by  virtue 
of  aD  act  of  the  Cortes,  to  the  ministers  of  war,  state,  and  navy,  and 
also  to  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  whom  I  invited  with  a 
numher  of  friends  in  Spanish  society  to  meet  the  admiral  at  my  house. 

All  were  charmed  with  the  bearing  and  dei)ortment  of  the  admiral 
who  bore  so  meekly  and  modestly  the  multiplied  honors  and  attentions 
of  which  he  has  been  the  recii>ient  in  his  European  travels. 

I  can  but  hope  and  believe  that  his  visit  to  this  capital  will  have  a 
most  salutary  influence  on  the  relations  of  the*  two  countVies,  for  it  is 
not  often  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  capital  have  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  and  greeting  distinguished  Americans  who  have  shed  luster  on 
our  national  character,  and  I  am  sure  that  there  could  not  have  come 
from  that  number  any  one  who  could  have  done  more  to  favorably 
impress  the  minds  of  the  Spanish  people  than  Admii^al  Fan*agut  and  his 
party. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  WrLLLA3i  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngton,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Hale. 

>io.  96.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  30, 18G8. 

Sir  :  Your  di8i)atches  to  No.  113,  of  the  6th  instant,  inclusive,  have 
been  received. 

The  refusal  of  the  Spanish  government,  as  announced  to  you  in  Mr. 
Arrazola's  note  of  the  5th  instant,  to  repeal  the  quarantine  interdict 
which  has  been  a  subject  of  recent  coiTesi>ondence  between  this  depart- 
ment and  the  legation  at  Madrid,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  That  refusal, 
80 far  as  it  relates  to  this  country,  seems  to  be  based  ui>on  more  incorxect 
statementa  than  even  the  original  promulgation  of  the  interdict.    It 
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assumes  the  continuance  of  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans,  whereas  it  is 
well  known  that,  as  usual,  that  disease  ceases  there  with  the  first  frost, 
and  any  danger  of  its  introduction  into  or  propagation  in  Spain  must 
have  been  annihilated  by  the  same  cause  there.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  becomes  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  that  the  Sjianish  government  will  be  held  accountable 
for  any  damages  which  the  shipping  of  the  United  States  may  have 
sustained  or  may  hereafter  sustain  in  consequence  of  the  quarantine 
regulation  referred  to. 

You  will  also  express  regrets  at  this  conclusion  of  a  matter  in  which 
so  much  forbearance  has  been  shown  by  this  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  119.  Legation  of  the  Uniteij  States, 

Madrid,  January  2,  1868. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  93  has  been  received,  and  inclosed  you* will 
And  a  copy  of  the  communication  which  I  made  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, pursuant  to  3'our  instiiictions  on  the  subject. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid^  December  2,  1867. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  l>y  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  make  known 
to  her  Majesty's  goveniment  tliat  a  mutinous  affray  occurred  on  the  2l8t  of  Oc^^ber 
last  on  hoard  the  American  vessel  named  the  Abd-el-Kader,  in  the  port  of  Malaga,  and 
that  but  for  the  timely  interference  of  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  revenue  l>oat,  the 
Alerta,  who  caused  the  arrest  of  the  mutineers  and  their  delivery  to  the  United  States 
consul,  the  affair  would  no  doubt  have  jjroved  a  more  serious  one  than  it  did.  And  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  communicating  these  facts  t^  your  excellency,  t«  comply  w^ith 
the  further  instructions  of  my  government,  in  expressing  to  her  Majesty's  government 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  Alei-ta  the  gi'ateful  acknowledgments  of  the  government  of  the 
Unit<Hl  State*  for  the  friendly  assistance  given  by  the  officers  of  the  Alerta  on  that 
iK'casion. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself,  with  nmch  pleasure,  of  the  present  occasion  for 
renewing  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  state  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  122.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  January  20,  1868. 
Sir:  Your  dispati*h  No.  06,  dated  December  30, 1867,  was  received  in 
this  legation  on  Friday  the  17th  instant,  and  I  was  somew^hat  embaiTassed 
by  the  fact  that  on  the  same  day  there  appeared  in  the  official  Gazette 
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of  Madrid  a  royal  order  of  tlie  14tli  instant,  materially  altering  tlie  quar- 
aiitiue  regulations  of  the  Spanish  government  so  far  as  relates  to  all  the 
SttK*oast  of  the  United  States  from  Charleston  east,  but  leaving  New 
OrIt»ans  and  the  Gulf  potts  still  subject  to  the  same  interdict  as  before. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  not  for  the  iiresent  formally  com- 
municated the  substance  of  your  instructions  to  the  Spanish  minister  of 
foreign  afiairs,  but  have  unofficially  given  him  notice  that  I  had  received 
instructions  from  you  on  the  subject,  which  I  had  not  for  the  present 
eouimimicated  to  him,  in  the  hope  that  as  the  Si)anish  government  had 
shown  a  dis])Osition  to  modify  and  relax  the  very  stringent  regulations 
heretofore  enforced,  they  might  be  induced,  in  view  of  the  statements  of 
your  said  dis))atch  in  regard  to  the  disappearance  of  the  yellow  fever  at 
New  Orleans,  be  induced  still  further  to  modify  or  repeal  the  restrictions 
as  to  vessels  coming  from  New  Orleans  and  the  Gulf  ports  generally. 

With  this  view  I  have  addressed  to  him  a  note,  of  which  I  herewith 
inclose  you  a  copj',  deeming  it  prudent  to  wait  a  few  days  after  the 
8i>aDish  government  shall  have  received  my  communication  to  see  if  they 
are  disposed  to  make  still  further  modifications  in  their  tpiarantine  regu- 
lations complained  of. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wmhlngton,  D.  C. 

P.  S.— Please  find  inclosed  part  of  the  Gazette  referred  to,  containing 
the  royal  order  of  the  14th  instant. 

J.  P.  H. 


Lkgatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  Jamtary  19,  186S. 

.^iR:  I  have  received  from  my  government  an  instruction  dated  tlie  30th  December, 
relative  to  the  Hanitary  reguhitions  injurious  to  the  connnerce  of  the  United  StateK, 
which  the  government  of  Spain  has  thought  it  neceswary  to  enforce  in  Hpite  of  the 
ob?«>iTation8  heretofore  addresned  to  your  exctdlency  on  this  subject. 

Bht  the<se  instructions  rejich  me  at  the  same  time  with  the  official  (Jazette  of  the  17th 
iD!*t:&nt,  which  contains  a  royal  order  of  the  14th  instant  greatlj'  modifying  the  regula- 
tiorw  heretofore  enforced. 

I  notice,  however,  that  these  are  maintained  as  regards  New  Orleans  aiul  other  ports 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  instniction  from  Washington  before  referred  to  contains  the  infcu'mation  that  at 
XVw  Orleans  (and  the  statement  may  reasonably  be  regarded  as  covering  all  the  Crulf 
ports  of  the  United  States)  the  epidemic  disease' which  lias  be<in  prevalent  through  the 
summer  had  ceased  as  usual  with  the  first  frost. 

I  therefore  earnestly  refiuest,yonr  excellency  to  give  this  intelligence  its  full  weight 
and  effect,  and  cause  the  exception  still  maintained  in  the  royal  order  of  the  14th 
iiHTant  to  the  prejudice  of  vessels  prociH«ding  from  the  Gulf  ports  of  the  United  States 
to  be  removed. 

In  view  of  such  hoped-for  action  on  tlie  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  entire 
wnfomiity  with  the  spirit  manifested  in  the  said  royal  ordttr  of  the  14th  instant,  I  will 
ajjain  refer  this  question  to  Mr.  Seward,  suspending  the  ext^cuticm  of  the  instruction 
written  by  him  iu  ignorance  of  the  recent  action  of  her  Majesty*s  government,  and 
tmsting  that  I  may  speedily  be  able  to  communicate  to  him  the  additional  relief  now 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  most 
diirtininiUhiHl  consideration. 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

[Circular.] 

1^0.  lOG.]  Depart^ient  of  State, 

WaHhingioHj  March  27,  1808. 

Sir  :  Tlie  teclmical  continuance  of  the  state  of  war  between  Spain  on 
the  one  part,  and  l*eru,  Chili,  and  Ecuador  and  Bolivia,  on  the  other,  occa- 
sions inconvenience  to  all  neutral  states,  and  esi)ecially  to  thivS  comitry, 
which  it  is  desirable  should  be  terminated  by  a  formal  armistice. 

You  will  consequently  suggest  in  the  proper  quarter  that  a  measure 
of  this  character  should  be  adopted  by  the  government  to  which  you  are 
accredited.  If  your  suggestion  should  be  favorably  received,  you  may 
follow  it  by  another  to  the  eft'ect  tliat  all  the  parties  to  the  war  referred 
to  should  appoint  plenipotentiaries  to  meet  here  for  the  puriiose  of 
bringing  about  a  definite  peace.  If  the  advice  of  tjiis  government  should 
be  asked,  there  shall  be  no  want  of  proper  and  impartial  eflbrt  on  its 
part  to  see  that  the  claims  of  all  shall  receive  due  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

JoiFN  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  <tc.,  c£t.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

^o.  128.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  18,  18G8. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatcli,  Xo.  106,  reached  me  in  this  city  on  the  llth  instaut, 
and  I  immediately  adckessed  a  note  on  the  15th  to  Mr.  Arrazola,  asking' 
for  an  interview  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  communication  therein 
diiected  to  be  made,  but  owing  to  some  mistake  which  Mr.  Arrazola 
explained  to  me  this  morning,  he  did  not  personally  have  knowledge  of 
my  conmumication  until  yesterday,  nor  until  I  had  addressed  a  second 
note  to  him,  which  I  did  on  the  17th,  and  he  api)ointed  this  morning  at 
eleven  for  giving  me  an  audience.  At  the  time  indicated,  I  went  with 
the  puri)ose  of  making  the  communication  to  him,  but  found  him  fully 
advised  of  what  I  had  proposed  to  inform  him,  as  he  had  previously 
been  fully  informed  thereof,  as  he  told  me,  by  Mr.  Goni,  the  Spanish 
minister  in  Washington.  Mr.  Arrazola  expressed  himself  liighly  giati- 
lied  at  this  new  proof  of  the  persistent  friendship  of  the  United  States, 
and  havi ug  expressed  a  desire  that  I  shoidd  make  my  communication 
to  him  in  writing,  and  promised  to  make  his  answer  thereto  in  the  same 
manner,  I  acceded  to  his  suggestion,  and  shall  forthwith  put  my  coni- 
munication  to  him  in  that  form,  and  as  soon  as  I  get  an  answer  ftom 
him  will  comnumicate  the  same  to  you. 
With  much  respect,  yours, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seavard, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 


Xo.  IIO.J  Department  of  State, 

Washingtany  May  12,  1868. 

Sir:  The  reply  of  the  Spanish  government  to  the  modifications  pro- 
IMxseil  by  the  allied  republics  of  Chili,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador,  to  the 
basis  of  arrangement  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
juljustment  of  the  difficulties  between  those  republics  and  Spain  having 
litH*!!  communicated  to  the  Chilian  government,  ha^*  been  answered  in  a 
note  addres^d  by  the  minister  for  Ibreign  affairs  of  that  government 
to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago,  a 
translation*  of  which  1  inclose,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  of 
General  Kilpatrick,  (of  date  March  26,)  which  accompanied  it.  You 
will  make  the  substance  of  this  answer  known  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

Your  dispatches  to  Xo.  129,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  have  been  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


JoHX  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  c£t.,  dtc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

>o.  132.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  1«,  1868. 

Sib:  In  my  dispatch  No.  128,  dated  April  18,  1868',  I  informed  you 
tLaf  Mr.  Arrazola,  the  minister  of  state,  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should 
make  a  comiuunication  to  him  in  writing  of  the  statement  which  I  then 
made  verbally,  and  that  I  promised  I  would  do  so.  Accordingly  on  the 
same  day,  viz,  April  18, 1  complied  with  my  promise,  and  on  the  13th 
of  May  I  received  an  answer  from  the  new  minister  of  st>ate,  of  which 
I hereuith  inclose  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  the  same. 

Perhaps  the  delay  occasioned  between  the  date  and  the.  delivery  may 
be  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  the  mean  time  there  has  been  a  change 
of  uiiuistry  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Valencia,  and  fiuther, 
immediately  after,  the  festivities  of  the  court,  occasioned  by  the  mar- 
riajje  of  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Queen  with  a  younger  brother  of  the 
ex-King  of  Naples. 

I  remain  yours,  with  all  due  respect. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

.  Secretary  of  Statey  Washington^  D.  C. 


JOHN  P.  HALE. 


Sefwr  Ronoali  to  Mr.  Hale. 

rXransUtion.! 

Ministry  of  State, 

Palace,  May  1,  1868. 

MvDear  Sir:  I  havQ  had  the  honor  of  reccivinjr  the  note  of  your  exceUency  of  the- 

'lat^  of  the  Idth  of  the  last  month,  in  which,  in  conformity  to  the  inHtnictiona  of  Mr. 

f^ward,  your  excellency  ia  pleased  to  express  the  desire  that,  by  means  of  a  formal 

anuWticc,  there  nhould  be  terminated  all  the  inconveniences  which  the  passive  state 

*  I'OT  incloBure  see  dispatch  from  Unlt4?d  States  minister  to  Chili  of  the  26th  of  March, 
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of  war,  at  present  existinjij  between  Spain  and  the  allied  rcpnblics  of  the  Pacific,  ocfa- 
BionH  to  the  United*  8tateH;  and  for  that  purpose  proposes  that  there  be  adopted  areno- 
Intion  to  that  effect,  au<l  that  afterwards  there  be  in  \Vashinj>;ton  a  conference  of  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  interestM  jwwers  for  the  definitive  aiTanp*uient  of  a  peace. 

The  j^overnnient  of  her  Majesty  receives  with  favor  the  sngj^estion  of  Mr.  Seward  on 
this  subject,  and  as  your  excellency  very  well  knows  the  continuance  of  this  war  has 
not  been  owing  to  them,  and  satisfied  that  the  benefits  of  peace  now  more  than  ever 
ne<»esHary  to  the  welfare  of  the  civilized  world,  is  pleased  to  do  what  it  can  to  carry 
into  effect  the  realization  of  the  proi>o8itions  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington,  ]>uttiiig  a*u 
end  to  the  inconveniences  which  the  present  state  of  things  occaaions  to  neutral 
powers. 

In  conseipience,  the  Spanish  govemment,  seconding  with  its  ac^^ustomwl  deference 
the  views  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject,  are  disposcil  to  make  a  formal  declarji- 
tion  of  an  armistice  oa  soon  as  the  other  powers  interested  agree  thereto,  and  at  the 
same  time  is  ready  to  nominate  a  representative  to  the  conference  at  Washington  who 
shall  have  jmwer  to  treat  of  the  terms  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

Upon  this  last  snbject,  however,  I  ought  to  inform  your  excellency,  to  the  end  that 
you  may  communicate  tlie  same  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  Majesty  must  insist  that  there  he  fixiMl,  in  the  first  idace,  a  point  of 
time  from  which  the  matte^rs  to  be  discussed  in  the  conference  slmll  commence,  and 
that  on  no  pretense  shall  there  be  submitted  to  the  conference  anything  heretofore 
arranged  by  iut^rnatitmal  agreement. 

Your  excellency  will  observe  the  good  and  sincere  desire  which  has  always  anima- 
t<?d  Spain,  in  favor  of  a  peace  honorable  for  all  the  nations  engaged  in  this  war  of  the 
Pacific,  and  the  government  of  her  Majesty  hoi)es  that  the  eabmet  of  Washington  will 
ajijireciate  this  new  pnnif  of  the  sentiment*  of  loyalty  and  justice  which  inspires  its 
c(uiduct,  as  her  Miyestv's  government  appreciates  the  Iriendly  action  of  the  United 
States. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  for  reiterating  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration.  ' 

EL  MARQUIS  DE  RONCALI. 

The  Minister  PLEXiPOTEXTtARY  of  the  United  States, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

;No.  113.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  1,  1868. 

Sir:  Complaints  have  of  late  been  addressed  to  this  department  from 
various  quarters,  against  the  stern  manner  in  which  the  custom-house 
authorities  in  Cuba  carry  into  eft'ect  the  very  stringent  regulations  there 
in  regard  to  importations,  and  in  particular  the  minute  requirements  as 
to  the  manifests  of  cargoes. 

While  it  may  be  allowed  that  the  Spanish  government  has  a  perfect 
right  to  prescribe  9a\y  terms  which  may  not  l>e  otherwise  provided  for 
by  treaty,  upon  which  foi-eigu  commerce  shall  l>e  carried  on  in  that  quar- 
ter, it  is  certainly  for  the  interest  of  that  commerce,  and  therefore  of  the 
revenue  which  the  government  expects  from  it,  that  honest  traders 
should  be  protected  from  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  and  that  a 
fraud  should  not  be  assumed  to  have  been  intended,  when  errors  obn- 
ously  accidental,  or  occasioned  by  the  different  languages  of  the  two 
countries,  creep  into  manifests. 

The  literal  and  rigid  execution  of  law  in  such  cases  cannot  fail  to 
work  serious  injustice,  which  this  government  will  he  slow  to  impute  to 
her  Catholic  M^yesty's  government,  or  to  any  person  acting  in  its 
behalf. 

The  revenue  laws  of  most  countries  provide  a  system  of  equitable  and 
summary  relief  in  cases  where  a  fine  or  forfeiture  may  have  been 
incurred,  willful  negligence,  or  intention  of  fraud.  The  department  is 
unable  to  say  whether  this  provision  exists  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico. 

If  it  does,  the  complaints  above  referred  to  seem  to  show  that  it  has 
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either  been  refused,  or  lias  been  unduly  withheld.  You  will  conse- 
quently address  such  representations  upon  the  subject  to  the  minister  for 
foreijru  affairs  at  Madiid,  as  will  bring  about  an  inquiry  into,  and  a 
rwlress  of  the  grievance  adverted  to.  You  will,  however,  assure  him 
that  this  government  has  no  intention  of  seeking  to  screen  any  dis- 
honest trader  from  any  willful  evasion  of  the  Spanish  revenue  laws 
which  he  may  commit.  We  only  desire  that  the  extreme  penalty  of  the 
law  may  not  be  visited  upon  those  who  may  make  accidental  mistakes. 

It  might  not  be  impertinent  to  refer  the  minister  to  the  tirst  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1797,  a  copy  of  which  is 
iiKh)sed,  which  contains  the  provisions  in  force  in  this  country  in  such 
cases,  and  which,  as  we  believe,  have  been  found  to  be  entirely-  satisfac- 
t4»ry  to  individuals  concerned,  as  well  as  to  the  government  itself. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  p.  Hat.k,  Esq.,  d?c.,  dc,  i&c. 


Mr.  Seicar^  to  Mr.  Hale. 

>'o.  lU.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  0,  1868. 

Ste:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  correspondence  between  this  department 
and  the  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  on  the  sub- 
yfi-x  of  the  bond  required  by  Cuban  authorities  on  account  of  every 
Ijersfm  of  African  extraction  who  may  repair  to  that  island  in  a  vessel 
of  the  United  States. 

The  stipulation  of  the  bond  is  that  such  persons  shall  not  go  ashore 
diirinc:  the  stay  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  may  have  arrived. 

This  exaction  must  have  been  inconvenient  and  burdensome,  even 
when  such  persons  were  much  fewer  than  they  now  are,  on  board  of 
UiiittHi  States  vessels  proceeding  to  that  quarter.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  there  should  be  a  repeal,  or  some  relaxation  of  the  regulation.  To 
that  end  you  will  present  the  subject  to  the  Si)anish  minister  for  foreign 
affairs. 

Yon  may  say  to  him  that  while  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  the 
reg^iUation  are  acknowledged  to  be  entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Spanish  authorities,  its  necessity  or  even  its  expediency  under  existing 
ein-iimstances  is  believed  by  us  to  be  at  least  questionable.  . 

Those  authorities  may  be  assured,  however,  that  there  is  no  disposi- 
tion on  our  i)art  to  inter\'ene,  or  to  encourage  inter\'ention  of  any  sort, 
in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Cuba. 

The  great  change  of  the  political  relations  between  the  races  in  this 
country  has  made  it  the  duty  of  this  government  to  see  that  no  unjust 
or  unnecessary  discriminations  are  made  in  foreign  countries  between 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  different  birth,  extraction,  or  color. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  ibc^  rfc,  etc. 
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Mr.  de  La  BeintHe  to  Mr.  F,  W.  Seicard, 

No.  39.]  Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hahana,  March  16,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  an  cxtraet  of  an  official  lett^^r  of  the  29th 
nltinio,  received  from  Mr.  Richard  Gibbs,  the  consular  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
Nuevitas,  one  of  the  dependencieH  of  this  consulate  j^eneral. 

I  inck>se,  also,  a  copy  of  the  bond  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gibbs  in  his  comnninication. 
You  will  perceive  that  the  evil  complained  of  arises  from  a  police  regulation  of  this 
island  resi>ecting  free  persons  of  color  coming  to  this  island. 

In  view  of  the  fact*  set  forth  in  Mr.  Giblw's  letter, *I  would  respectfully  request  your 
instructions,  in  order,  if  iK>ssible,  to  remove  this  restriction  and  tax  ujion  the  free  col- 
ored people  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  prober  to  addrei^a  myself  directly  to  the  captain  general  upon 
the  subject  Ix^fore  ascertaining  the  views  and  instructions  of  the  department. 

This  ijuestion  has,  I  undei*stand,  been  hitherto  referred  to  the  Department  of  State, 
but  it  has  not  received,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  a  definite  reply  or  solution. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTRIE, 

Vice-Consul  General. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Atnnvtant  Secretary  of  Siate^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Gibba  to  Mr.  de  La  Beintrie. 
[Extract] 

NUFATTAS,  February^,  1868. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  charges  made  on  American  vessels,  which 
go  to  augment  the  very  heavy  expenses  alreatly  paid  by  American  tonnage  in  Cubau 
liorts,  not  only  as  a  charge  but,  an  act  of  severity  to  those  who  are  now  American 
citizens.    I  refer  to  colored  seamen  arriving  at  Cubtin  port«  under  the  American  Hag. 

All  vessels  having  colored  men  or  women  that  may  act  as  stewardeases  aboard, 
the  authorities  here  exact  from  the  consignee  a  bond  of  one  thousand  dollars  that 
such  coloretl  people  will  not  come  ashore  during  the  stay  of  the  vessel  in  port ;  if  such 
bonds  are  not  given,  the  Jiolice  go  aboard  of  the  vessel  and  the  parties  are  taken  and 
placed  in  prison  until  the  vcvssel  leaves.  When  the  bond  is  given,  the  fees  of  bond  and 
copy,  ordered  on  stamped  paper,  amount  to  ^y  i^5.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Ijond.  This 
charge  comes  directly  on  the  vessel,  and  is  jiaid  by  the  captain^  who  i>refers  paying  it 
to  having  his  men  taken  from  aboard. 

It  is  an  old  law.  and  in  this  i)ort  had  not  been  carried  into  effect  for  some  time,  until 
about  four  years  ago,  when  they  have  again  placed  it  in  operation,  and  is  now  vigor- 
ously carried  out.  Some  of  the  captains  inform  me  that  it  is  not  so  in  other  parts  of 
the  island. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  GIBBS, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 
H.  R.  DE  La  Reintuie, 

Vice-Consul  General  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriettf  Habana. 


i  Translation.] 
Copy  of  the  bond. 

In  the  city  of  Nuevita.^,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1868,  before  me,  a  notary  public, 
and  witnesses,  appeared  Mr.  Richard  Gibbs,  rei)rest»ntative  of  the  couunercial  house  of 
R.  Gibbs  &  Co.,  a  resident  of  this  ]»lace,  and  declareth  :  That  the  American  Ji)rig  Udola, 
Captain  Whittemore,  from  New  York,  consigned  to  him,  anchored  in  this  port  on  the 
25th  instant,  having  on  board,  as  sailors,  the  negro  men  George  Ti-imple  and  Johnny 
Trimple ;  and  in  compliance  with  article  23  of  the  Island  Decrees,  and  21  of  Instruc- 
tions issued  the  Ist  of  April,  1849,  to  prevent  the  negroes  from  being  taken  from  the 
vessel  by  the  jwlice  and  imprisoned  on  land  till  the  vessel  is  readv  to  leave,  he  hereby 
constitutes  himself  and  his  commercial  house  surety  for  the  said  negroes,  and  bimU 
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himself  to  keep  them  on  board,  under  the  captain's  eyes,  and  not  allow  them  to  go  on 
jhtn>r  under  any  pretext  whatever,  so  long  as  the  vessel  remains  in  this  port  ;  and  if  it 
i>  jinived  that  they  have  violated  this  contract,  the  surety  now  present  shall  pay  a  tine 
«»f*i.<J<>0  crowns  (exudos)  or  $1,IH)0;  the  ])enalty  inflicted  hy  said  article  23  to  he  col- 
Irttwl  ;w  l»y  regiilar  suit  of  court ;  and  to  this  lie  suhjects  ail  his  property,  present  and 
future,  without  recourse  of  privileges  or  legal  rights. 

This  in  the  sict  of  the  deiMMieut,  and  I  attest  his  hand,  in  i)re8ence  of  the  witnesses 
Hipolito  ^lier,  Manuel  Villafuerte,  aud  Idalecio  Barreto,  all  present. 

R.  GIBHS  &  CO. 
MELCHOR  SILVA. 

This  copy  conforms  with  the  original  in  my  notarial  office,  and  I  accord  it  to  the 
rietitiooer  on  this  day  aud  date. 

MELCHOR  SILVA. 

Fees  for  copy  and  stamp,  five  dollars  and  two  reals,  ($5  25,)  paid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  de  La  Reinirie. 

Xo.'27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1868. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  39, of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  snhject  of  the  honds  required 
for  nf<rri)es  carried  to  Cuha  on  hoard  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  has  heeii  received. 
A^^  the  nMiuireiuent  is  pursuant  to  law,  its  discontinuance  cannot  he  asked  for  as  a 
iiiatter  of  right.  It  api>ears,  however,  that  it  has  not  uniformly  been  enacted,  some  of 
tbf  executive  officers  in  Cuha  having,  it  is  supiiosoil,  deemed  themselves  warranted  hy 
cin:aiiihtance«>  from  dispensing  with  it.  The  rep«'al  of  the  law,  or  a  gi;neral  discontin- 
uance of  the  exiiction,  is  very  desirable  for  us,  now  much  more  than  formerly,  since  the 
aloUtion  of  negro  slavery  in  this  cx)untry  has  much  iucreiised  the  proi»ortiou  of  blacks 
^ImsiH^k  employment  on  board  of  vessels. 

Yon  will  therefore  ask  an  interview  with  the  captain  general,  and  informally  express 
ahfiprthat  a  rejieal  or  discontinuance  of  the  requirement  may  be  found  to  comport 
nirb  the  ptditieai  aud  social  interests  of  the  island.    Such  a  measure  would  certainly 
r -lid  t«  gtrenjarthen  the  good  understanding  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
HrxRY  R.  i>K  La  Reixtrie,  Esq., 

United  states  Vice-Consul  General,  Havana. 


Mr.  de  La  IMntrie  to  Mr.  Seward. 

X«».  63.]  Consulate  General  of  tiie  United  States  of  America, 

Hahana,  June  12,  1868. 
NFii:  Referring  to  previous  correspondence,  contained  in  my  No.  39,  of  March  16,  and 
t<»  your  reply  No.  *^,  March  31st  last,  respecting  the  bonds  required  for  negroes  brought 
to  th*»  Inland  of  Cuba  on  board  American  vessels,  I  asked  for  a  brief  interview  with 
Captain  General  Lersundi  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  as  reported  in  my  No.  46,  of  the 
same  dat«. 

Xa  lie  was  then  about  to  leave  Habana  on  a  visit  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  informed 
you  that  some  delay  would  necessarily  occur  in  complying  with  your  instructions,  and 
a'^  at  the  aforesaid  'interview  he  had  desired  me  to  communicate  in  writing  with  him, 
1  birewith  give  you  a  copy  of  my  communication  to  him  of  the  4th,  and  of  his  reply  of 
the  8th  instant. 

You  will  i»erceive  that  the  captain  general  declines  to  act  in  the  matter  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  not  within  his  attributes,  and  refers  the  question  to  the  di])lomatic  considera- 
tiou  of  the  depaitment  and  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTRIE, 

Vice-Consul  General, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Occretary  of  State,  Ifashingtony  D.  C, 
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Mr.  de  La  Reinirie  to  the  governor  general. 

[TranslatioD.] 

Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana,  June  4,  1868. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  :  At  the  int<?rview  which  I  ha<l  with  you  the  day  before  your 
departure  for  Santiago  de  Cuba,  wheu  I  showed  you  dispatcher*  received  from  my  gov- 
ernment, you  JV8ked  for  a  copy  of  the  disjiatch  in  question  before  answerini^. 

Thereupon  I  send  you  a  co])y  of  Mr.  Seward*s  dispatcli  of  the  3l8t  of  March,  which 
I  submit  informally  to  your  consideration,  at  your  request,  hoping  you  wOl  take  the 
necessarj^  steps  to  carry  out  the  measure  to  which  Mr.  Seward  refers. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTRIE, 

Vice-Conttul  General. 
The  Governor  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  de  La  Beintrie. 

[Incloeiu^.] 

No.  27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31, 1868. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  39,  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  bonds  refjuired 
for  neffroos  carried  to  Cuba  on  board  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  has  been  received. 

As  the  requirement  is  pureuant  to  law,  its  discontinuance  cannot  be  a^ked  for  as  a 
matter  of  right.  It  appears,  however,  that  it  has  not  uniformly  been  exacted,  some  of 
the  executive  officers  in  Cuba  having,  it  is  supposed,  deemed  themselves  warranted 
by  circumstances  from  disj>ensing  with  it. 

The  rei>eal  of  the  law,  or  a  general  discontinuance  of  the  exaction,  is  very  desirable  for 
us,  now  mueh  more  than  formerly,  since  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery  in  this  country 
baa  much  increased  the  proportion  of  blacks,  who  seek  employment  on  board  of  vessels. 

You  will,  therefore,  ask  an  interview  with  the  captain  general,  and  informally 
express  a  hope  that  a  repeal  or  discontinuance  of  the  requirement  may  be  found  to 
comport  mth  the  political  and  social  interest*  of  the  island. 

Such  a  measure  would  certainly  tend  to  strengthen  the  good  understanding  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLUM  H.  SEWARD. 

Henry  R.  de  La  Reintrie,  Esq., 

United  States  Vice-Consul  General,  Havana. 


The  governor  general  to  Mr.  de  La  Beintrie. 

[Translation.] 

SUPERIOR  CIVIL  GOVEKNMENT  OF  THE  EVER-FAITHFUL  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 

With  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  Mr.  Seward's  of  tlie  31st  of  March' 
relating  to  the  bonds  required  in  this  island  on  negroes  brought  from  the  United  States? 
which  you  submit  informally  to  my  consideration. 

In  reply,  I  will  say  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  alter  the  law  requiring  the  surety, 
which  also  applies  to  national  vessels,  as  it  belongs  to  the  government  of  the  Queen, 
my  august  sovereign,  and  I  must  refer  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stat*  to  her  Catholic 
Majesty's  minister  in  Washington  for  t^e  consideration  of  the  affair,  regretting  at  the 
same  time  mv  inability  to  oblige  Mr.  Seward.  ' 

Havana,  June  8,  1868. 

FRANCISICO  LERSUNDL 

The  ViCE-CoNSUL  General  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  142.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  San  Ildefonso,  July  28,  1808. 

SiB:  I  have  received  your  several  disi)atelies  uumbered  113  and  114; 
the  first  about  the  manner  in  which  the  custom-house  rules  and  regula- 
tions in  the  island  of  Cuba  are  carried  into  effect,  and  the  other  in 
reganl  to  the  oppre^ve  regulations  as  to  colored  citizens  of  the  Unitctl 
States  on  their  arrival  in  Cuba.  As  soon  as  I  received  these  several 
dispatches,  I  sent  a  note  embodying  their  contents  to  the  minister  of 
state,  and  last  evening  I  received  from  him  replies  to  the  same,  copies  of 
which  I  herewith  inclose.  As  soon  as  I  receive  any  further  advices  from 
the  minister  of  state  I  will  lose  no  time  in  ad\ising  you  thereof. 

Last  year  there  was  some  difficult^'  in  regard  to  our  whaling  vessels 
arriving  at  the  Canary  islands,  as  to  the  quarantine  to  which  they  were 
subjected,  which  was  ultmmtely  satisfactorily  arranged  at  Madrid,  after 
notice  to  this  legation  by  the  tFnited  States  consul  at  Tenerifte  of  the 
embarrassments  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

This  year  the  consul,  in  anticipation  of  the  like  embarrassments,  has 
written  me  under  date  of  July  13,  asking  that  a  similar  arrangement 
may  be  made  this  year.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  addressed  a  note 
to  the  minister  of  state,  inclosing  to  him  a  copy  of  the  letter  aforesaid, 
asking  that  a  similar  arrangement  be  made  this  year.  Last  evening  I 
received  from  him  an  answer,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose, 
marked  A. 

Any  ftirther  advices  which  I  may  receive  touching  this  matter  I  will 

lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  you,  and  also  to  the  consul  at  Teneriffe. 

Respectftdly  yours. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washhigton^  D.  C. 


JOHN  P.  HALE. 


Setior  Roncali  to  Mr,  Hale. 
rXranslation.l 

Ministry  of  State, 

San  lldefomoj  July  27,  1868. 
My  DdR  8iR :  I  have  received  to-day  the  letter  of  yoiir  exceUency,  iu  which  you  set 
forth  the  causm  which  induce  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  ask  for  a  motlifi- 
cation  of  the  regulations  in  force  in  the  island  of  Cuba  in  respect  to  the  entry  of  iudi- 
vidoals  of  the  negro  race  in  that  ultra-marine  province. 

1  have  communicated  the  contents  of  your  said  letter  to  the  ministf^r  of  ultramar, 
and  when  he  lias  come  to  any  result  on  the  subject  I  wiU  give  your  excellency  oppor- 
tane  notice  thereof. 

1  improve  this  oecaaion  for  reiterating  to  your  exceUency  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

EL  MARQUIS  DE  RONCALI. 
The  MoatrrEK  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Vnited  States, 


Senor  Eoncali  to  Mr.  Hale. 
I'rrnDsIation.] 

Ministry  ov  Statk, 

San  Ildefonso,  July  27, 1868. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  of  the  present 
luonth,  in  which,  after  referring  to  the  terms  in  which  the  fiscal  laws  in  the  island  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Cuba  aro  f^onerally  carried  into  efFt»ct,  your  excellency  BoUcits,  by  request  of  yonr  gov- 
ernment, thut  an  investijjation  may  be  instituted  oii  tbia  subject,  and  tbat  a  reiufily 
may  be  ajiplied  to  tbo  abuses  whicb  occasioned  tbe  aljove-mentioned  letter  of  your 
excellency. 

Notice  was  immediately  given  on  tbis  subject  to  tbe  minister  of  iiltramar,  and  aa 
soon  as  tbe  determinati<ui  wliicb  be  sball  ju<lffe  most  convenient  is  reported,  I  shall 
Lave  tbe  bonor  to  communicate  it  to  your  excellency. 

I  improve  tbis  occasion  for  i;eiteratiug  to  your  excellency  tbe  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguisbed  consideration. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  RONCALI, 

The  MixiSTEK  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Vnited  StaU'n. 


Senor  BoncaU  to  Mr.  Hale. 
[Traualation.] 

Ministry  op  State, 

^w  lUJefomo,  July  27,  Ififi^. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  bave  received  tbe  note  of  your  ex(^ellency  of  tbe  24tb  of  tbe  pn'S<'iit 
montb,  relative  to  tbe  rpiarantine  of  tbree  davs  wbicb  is  exacted  in  tbe  Canary-  ishuKlj* 
of  whaling  vessels.  I  communicated  the  letter  of  your  excellency  to  tbe  mmiHter  of 
gobernacion,  a«  well  as  tbe  letter  of  the  consul  of  tbe  United  States  in  Teueriffe,  which 
accompanied  it,  and  Lwill  give  you  opportune  notice  of  tbe  re^iult  arrived  at. 

I  improve  tbis  occasion  for  reiterating  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  RONCALI. 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Hale, 

No.  119.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  AugxiHt  19, 186S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  liStli 
of  July,  No.  142,  together  with  an  accompaniment,  namely,  a  note  wliicli 
was  addressed  to  yon  on  the  27th  of  July  hist  by  the  Marquis  of  Roucali, 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  conceniing  the  regulations  which 
are  now  in  force  in  the  island  of  Cuba  in  resi)ect  to  the  entrance  of  st^a- 
men  of  the  colored  race  into  that  province.  These  regulations  b<»ar 
inconveniently  ux>on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  tend  to 
excite  injurious  prejudices  against  Spain  in  this  country,  where  happily 
all  men  are  free.  It  is  hoped  the  enlightened  government  of  Spain  will 
without  unnecessary  delay  revise  a  policy  which  seems  to  be  productive 
of  no  considerable  benefit,  while  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  fruitful 
ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  friendly  nations.    . 

You  may  give  a  copy  of  the  substance  of  this  dispatch  to  the  mar- 
quis, if  it  shall  seem  exi)edient. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  etc.,  <fc,  etc. 


Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr.  Hale, 

No.  120.]  DEPART:vrENT  OF  State, 

Waahington^  August  19, 1868. 
SiB:  I  recur  to  your  dispatch  No.  142.    It  is  pleasant  to  be  a^^sured 
that  the  Spanish  government  will  give  attention  to  our  representatious 
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of  the  subject  of  severe  and  critical  practices  in  the  levying  of  fines  in 
exe<futing  custom-house  reguhitions  in  Cuba. 

At  the  i»reseut  moment  there  is  an  intermission  of  those  complaints. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  no  occasion  may  oft'er  for  a  renewal  of  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAliD. 
JoHX  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cC-c,  etc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sale. 

No.  121.]  Depart>ibnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  19,  1868. 
Sir:  I  recur  once  more  to   your  dispatch  No.  142.    It. gives  me 
pleasure  to  approve  of  the  proceedings  taken  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Teneriffe  in  anticipating  of  possible  hindrances  to  United  States 
wUaUug  vessels,  under  quarantine  regulations  at  the  Canary  islands,  and 
1  give  you  the  thanks  of  tlus  department  for  your  promptness  in  dis- 
cTrtftly  bringing  that  important  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish 
miuister. 

1  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  ike,  &c.,  &c.  ^ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hah. 

Xo,  122.]  Depabt:>ient  of  State, 

WaMngton,  August  27,  1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Chili  a  copy 
of  a  note,  which  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  minister  for  foreign  aftairs 
for  the  republic  of  Chile,  on  the  16th  of  June  hist,  in  reply  to  a  note  of 
the  United  States  minister  which  related  to  the  proposition  of  the 
United  States  to  Spain  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  republics  of  the  Pacific 
on  the  other,  ottering  the  good  offices  of  tlie  United  States  for  the  ad  just- 
niHit  of  the  controversies,  and  a  restoration  of  peace  among  the  belli- 
^[erents.  From  the  Chilian  minister's  reply  it  is  inferred,  that  while 
Chih  is  miwiillng  to  accept  the  form  of  arbitration  which  was  proposed 
by  the  United  States  to  the  belligerents,  yet  she  would  not  be  unwilling 
to  co-operate  with  her  allies  in  amving  at  peace  through  means  of  a 
true,  which  should  be  without  limitation,  and  which  should  leave  the 
questions  of  the  war  open,  and  should  also  leave  the  belligerents  at 
liberty  to  renew  the  war  upon  due  notice  given. 

The  Chilian  minister  for  foreign  affairs  refers,  with  apparent  favor, 
in  his  eommuni(;ation  to  a  pro|X)8ition  of  indelinite  truce,  which  appears 
to  have  l)een  offered  by  France  and  Great  Britain.  The  terms  of  this 
reply  of  the  Chilian  government  would  justify  this  government  in  retir- 
iucffrora  any  further  continuance  of  its  offices  in  mediation. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  same  friendly  disposition  for  the  belligerents 
vliich  prompted  the  proposition  of  this  government  has  prevailed  on  me 
to  submit  the  reply  of  the  Chilian  government  for  the  consideration  of 
Ji,  to  the  end  that  her  Catholic  Mtyesty's  government,  if  it  thinks 
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proper,  may  inform  the  United  States  whether  it  is  disposed  to  euter  iato 
such  a  truce  as  the  Chilian  government  contemplates. 

If  the  Spanish  government  shall  desire  the  United  States  to  make  any 
further  communication  on  this  subject  to  the  Chilian  government,  I  will 
cheerfully  perform  that  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  cOc,  etc.,  cfcc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


il/r.  Hale  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

Ko.  145.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid.  iSan  Seba^tiian,  August  27,  1808. 

Sir  :  In*  the  latter  part  of  May  I  received  from  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Mahon  a  communication  complaining  of  the  treatment 
shown  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Canandaigua, 
by  the  sanitary  authorities  of  that  port,  and  especially  in  that  these 
authorities  had  forced  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  ship  to  go  on  shore 
and  i)as8  review  before  one  of  the  health  officers,  a  proceeding  which 
the  consul  qualified,  I  think  justly,  as  dangerous  for  the  ship  and  dis- 
courteous to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  confided  to 
that  ship's  company  to  keep  and  defend.    I  im mediately Tepreson ted  the 
facts  to  the  minister  of  stiite  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  in  such  terms  as 
seemed  to  be  demanded  by  the  occasion,  and  to^that  note,  dated  June  1st, 
I  have  now  received  a  reply,  date^d  on  the  13th  instant,  at  Lequeitio,  a  ^ 
ueighboring  village  on  this  coast,  w^here  the  coiut  of  Spain  is  now* 
sojourning,  accompanied  by  the  minister  of  state  for  foreign  affairs.    A 
tn^nslation  of  this  note  goes  inclosed,  and  would  seem  to  be  siitisfactory 
in  so  far  as  it  recognizes  the  bad  conduct  of  the  employes  complainecU 
of,  states  that  they  have  been  rebuked  for  the  same,  and  expresses  con- 
fidence that  such  incidents  will  not  be  repeat^id  in  future. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stute^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Senor  Roncali  to  Mr,  Hale, 
iTranslatioD.] 

Ministerial  Department  of  State, 

Lequeitio,  August  13,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  the  Ist  of  last  June,  that 
the  ministerial  (lepaitment  of  the  interior  government  of  the  kingdom  ha«  recognized 
the  eiTor  of  the  employes  of  th«;  quarantine  ground  at  Mahon,  in  a<lmitting  to  that 
lazaretto  the  war  steamer  of  the  iJnited  States  Canandaigua,  alid  in  treating  her  crew 
a8  if  they  had  come  from  a  foul  i>ort,  whilst  the  ship  should  have  ]>een  suhject-ed  only 
to  an  observation  of  th^;ee  days  in  one  of  the  imrts  designated  as  quarantine  grounds 
for  observation;  and  also  that  it  was  abusive  to  orderher  officers  and  crew  to  disembark 
and  go  on  shore  for  the  health  visit;  on  which  account  the  disapprobation  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  Majesty  has  been  manifeste<l  to  those  employ6»  for  their  conduct  on  this 
occasion,  and  they  have  been  warned  in  future  to  fulfill  scrupulously  the  existing  regu- 
latiims. 

I  am  confident  that  causes  of  this  nature  will  not  again  be  repeats,  and  I  avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  RONCALL 

The  Minister  Plenifotentiaby  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale, 

yo.  127.]  DEPAiiT:\rENT  of  State,  > 

Washington,  September  19,  18G8. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  27rti 
of  August,  2so.  145,  which  is  accompanied,  by  the  answer  of  the 
S])anish  government  to  the  coniphiint  which  you  t^ibmitted  to  it  of  ill 
treatmeut  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Canan- 
daijrua,  by  the  sanitary  authorities  at  Port  Mahon. 

The  explanations  and  assurances  of  the  Spanish  government  are  quite 
satisfactory. 

Yim  will  please  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
afiiiirs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Joffx  P.  HAL.Ey  Esq.,  &C.J  dbc.j  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

5o.  147.]  ^        Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  San  SebaMian,  September  27,  18G8. 

SiK :  1  have  never  been  so  embarrassed  in  sitting  down  to  write  a  dia- 
IvAtch  to  you  as  at  the  present  time.  Fully  aware  that  I  should  be 
^xjj^'teci  to  give  you  some  information  in  regard  to  the  extraordinary 
<tiite  of  things  in  Spain,  when  1  have  att^mpt^nl  it  I  have  found  myself 
unable  to  give  you  anything  authentic  and  reliable,  save  that  there  exists 
now,  and  has  for  at  least  ten  days  past,  a  serious  and  extensive  rebellion 
iu  Spain. 

Whenever  I  have  undertaken  to  write  you  anything  about  the  rel>ellion, 
and  1  have  done  so  several  times  since  it  commenced,  I  have  not  finished 
the  dispatch  I  had  begun  before  other  and  conflicting  rei>orts,  equally 
iiutlieutic,  have  been  received,  contradicting  what  I  had  written.  In 
illustraticm  of  what  I  have  here  sjiid,  I  will  mention  that,  on  the  22d  of 
this  month  of  September,  the  government  of  this  province  issued  the 
inclosed  extraordinary  bulletin,  marked  A,  communicating  the  very  im- 
iMirtant  information  that  the  railroad  had  been  cut  at  various  i)oints. 
l>etween  this  phice  and  Madrid.  This  telegraphic  dispatch  arrived  at 
this  pkwe,  as  you  will  see,  at  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  21st  instant, 
and  at  that  time  the  Queen  was  at  tlie  railroad  station,  expecting  every 
moment  to  leave  for  Madrid.  Of  course  that  news  caused  her  to  aban- 
don that  purpose,  and  she  left  the  cars  and  the  station  and  returned  to 
her  lodgings  in  the  house  of  Don  Sebastian,  where  she  has  remained  ever 
Mnee.  But  the  next  moniing,  the  22d,  at  the  usual  hour,  about  half-i>ast 
^  oVlock,  the  regular  express  train  from  Madrid  arrived  here  and  reported 
that  the  railroad  communication  between  this  place  and  Madrid  was  safe 
and  uninterrupted,  and  in  fact  it  so  continues  until  this  moment ;  and 
thus  it  is  certain  that  this  "extraordinary  official  bidletin  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Guipuzcoa"  (this  province)  was  a  total  fabrica- 
tion, entirely  destitute  of  the  sliadow  of  truth.  Various  rumors  are  in 
circulation  explanatory  of  this  singular  circumstance,  but  I  forbear  any 
attempt  at  reconciling  them. 

But  although  the  above  fact  shows  tnat  "official  extraordinary  bulle- 
2  D  c— VOL.  n  . 
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tins"  are  not  always  to  be  iniplieitly  relied  upon,  we  are  informed  by  an 
official  notice,  published  in  the  third  edition  of  the  Correspondencia,  as 
follows :  ''By  order  of  the  superior  authority. of  this  province,  there  sluill 
'  not  be  publivshed  in  the  newspapers  any  other  news  of  the  events  of  the 
day  than  such  as  appear  in  the  Gazette,''  the  official  organ  of  the  adiniii- 
istratiou.  Thus,  so  far  as  newspapers  are  concerned,  we  are  not  to  havo 
any  news  except  such  as  the  official  organ  of  the  administration  may 
publish.  Thus  situated,  in  a  community  where  the  newspapers  are  pro- 
hibited from  publishing  anything  wJiich  the  government  does  not  author- 
ize, and  the  publications  of  the  officials  of  the  province  are  such  as  I  have 
shown  you,  by  the  extraordinary  bulletin  herewith  inclosed,  you  will 
readily  conclude  that  I  am  not  in  the  most  favorable  situation  or  coutU- 
tion  for  acquiring  or  imi)arting  reliable  news. 

I  will,  however,  now  give  ycm  a  few  facts  which  may  be  relied  upon  a* 
authentic.  The  Queen  of  Spain  left  Lecpieitio,  where  she  had  been  sixmkI- 
ing  about  five  weeks,  taking  sea  baths,  on  the  17th  of  the  present  moiitli, 
by  steamlMiat,  and  came  to  this  place  with  the  intenti<m  of  paying  a  f om- 
l)iimentary  visit  to  the  French  Emi)eror  at  Biarritz,  a  fashionable  wat<»r- 
ing  place  near  here,  and  just  over  the  dividing  line  between  Spain  and 
France.  But  on  the  18th  she  received  news  of  a  formidable  rebellion  or 
insurrection  in  the  southern  jmrtion  of  Spain,  in  which  nearly  all  the  ves- 
sels of  war  in  the  navy  yards  and  on  the  coasts  took  the  side  of  the  insur- 
gents. This,  of  course,  broke  up  the  arrangements  for  the  intended  visit 
to  France.  ^ 

The  (Jueen,  it  is  said,  and  T  have  no  doubt  of  it,  was  inclined  to  jro 
immediately  to  Madrid,  and  even  to  Cadiz,  which  was  said  to  be  in  tin* 
power  of  the  insurgents,  but  fnmi  this  she  was  dissuaded  by  some  sujc- 
gestions,  1  know  not  what.  She  has  made  three  several  attempts  to  p) 
since,  but  by  some  means  has  been  thwarted,  and  here  she  remains  still. 
The  rebellion  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  locality  or  portion  of  the 
peninsula,but  islbund  in  Santander  on  the  north,  and  Cadiz  on  the  soutli. 
Although  the  railroad  communication  remains  entire  and  uninterrnpttHF 
between  this  place  and  ^Madrid,  a  distance  of  about  400  miles,  it  is  said 
to  be  broken  and  interrupted  in  vanous  points  in  the  soutliern  portion  of 
the  peninsula;  the  same  is  true  of  the  telegraph. 

The  above,  although  the  account  is  very  meager,  is  about  everything 
which  we  have  which  is  reliable.  There  has  been  some  tightinjr  at 
Santander,  in  which  the  reports  say  the  royal  forces  were  victorious,  as 
well  as  in  some  other  places,  and  tlu^se  reports  of  the  officials  generally, 
from  whatever  (piarter  they  may  come,  add  that  ^'complete  tranquillity 
prevails  in  all  the  rest  of  the  peninsula." 

It  is  impossible  at  this  numient*to  say  what  is  to  lie  expected.  My  own 
ojunicm  is,  from  the  very  scanty  means  of  information  at  my  coHimiUid, 
that  the  government  will  succeed  in  putting  down  this  attemi)t  at  rovolu- 
tion,  as  they  have  those  that  preceded  it,  although  it  is  certain  the  move- 
ment at  the  pres(*nt  time  ai>pears  to  have  a  more  formidable  as])ect  than 
any  other  since  1  have  been  here.  Should  this  attempt  not  be  put  down, 
by  t'le  government  within  a  short  time  it  will  present  rather  an  embar- 
rassing (pu\stion  for  me  to  decide  for  myself,  viz.,  where  to  reside.  At 
present  I  am  the  only  member  of  the  foreign  diplonmtic  body^^it  San 
Sebastian,  tli|^)thers  being  at  Madrid  or  elsewhere.  It  is  said  a  ]>rovis- 
ional  government  has  been  established  at  Seville. 

•  •  •  •  •  •,•  •• 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  TL  Sew  aud, 

ISecreiary  of  Utate^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  19 


ITniniilation.} 
EXTILiORDINARY  OFFICIAL  Bl'LLKTIN'. 

Government  ok  the  Provixck  of  GrirrzcoA, 

Tlie  rommaiMlin;;  general  of  the  divisioii  of  Biirgos,  in  a  tele«;rain  dated  1*2  o'eloek  at 
m«;lit  of  the  *21.>t  instant,  wiys  to  lii«  exet-lleney,  the  eaptaiu  grni'ial  of  thi»  Hasriue 
]»r»>vin<Tei».  the  foUowinjj :  "  The  minister  of  war,  in  a  telej^rani  of  t<»-day,  at  11  o'eh»ek  at 
DJjrht.  c-oiuiuunieateH  to  nie  the  folhiwinj; :  At  thi.s  moment  tliey  adyint^  mo  that  the  rail- 
fjad  is  out  at  various  jMiintM,  and  no  train  eanjiass."  The  whieh,  by  order  of  his  said 
t'vivUeiiey,  the  ca)>tain  general,  it*  puhliKhed,  so  that  it  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
t]i»-  loyal  inhabitants  of  thi.s  jinivinee. 

Si.iN  Sebastian,  SeptemhtrU^^  Ir^W. 

MIGUEL  MARIA  DE  AKTOZCOZ, 

The  Governor. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Ilale. 

[Teh'gram  per  cable.] 

Department  of  State, 

Wdfthhujion^  October  5, 18C8. 
If  new  natioBal  government  is  ])eacefally  established  in  full  ixissession 
at  Madrid,  and  there  remains  no  contending  government  in  Spain,  you 
Tiill  recognize  the  new  government  de  facto^  so  as  to  proseeute  any  neees- 
siin-  business  attecting  the  government  of  the  Unitinl  States  or  their 
^itizcQS. 


John  p.  Hale,  Esq.,  d*c.,  tCv?.,  ttc. 


WILLIAM  IL  SEWAKD. 


Mr,  Hale  to  Mr,  Setrard. 

No.  148.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  October  0,  1S08. 

Sir  :  On  the  30th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  by  tel(»graph 
of  two  verj'  important  events  in  the  progress  of  the  revolution  in  this 
country,  whieh  fonned  the  subjeet  of  my  dispat<!h  No.  147,  from  San, 
fcMliastian.  That  dispatch  bore  (hite  of  the  27th  Sei)tember,  and  on  that 
diiy,  though  important  positions  were^in  the  haiuls  of  the  insurg(»nts, 
nnd  U»e  greater  part  of  the  naval  force  in  tJu^  Spanish  forts  had  joined 
them,  still  the  important  naval  station  of  Carthagena  had  n^fused  to 
join  them,  and  a  royalist  army,  supposed  to  be  ecpnd  if  not  superior  in 
force  to  the  insurgent  army,  confronted  the  latter  on  the  confines  of  Anda- 
Insia  and  barre<l  its  passage  towards  the  capital. 

The  Queen's  government  was  sustained  apparently  by  a  for(»e  of  about 
^MHH)  armed  men,  well  appointed  and  obedient  to  tiu'ir  government, 
and  distributed  over  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  S[mnish  territory. 
The  i»eople,  notwithstaiuling  their  knowledge  of  the  serio|l||  insurrection 
among  the  ti'oops  and  hi  the  navy,  did  not  appear  to  have  taken  any 
part  in  the  matter.  On-  the  28th  of  September,  however,  the  armj', 
under  Marshal  Novalichez,  advanced  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
dislmlging  the  insurgents  from  the  positions  their  vanguard  had  taken 
at  the  bridge  of  Alcolen,  over  the  Guadalquiver,  at  about  seven  miles 
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from  Cordova,  where  Marshal  Serrano,  commanding  the  insurgent  aniiy, 
had  established  his  headquarters.  The  aeeouuts  of  this  action  are  still 
too  confused  to  form  any  correct  narrative  of  the  details  of  the  engaj;e- 
ment.  The  attack  seems  to  have  been  vigorous,  and  to  have  been  lirmly 
and  successfully  resisted.  Undoubtedly  the  advantage  of  position  w;i.«^ 
"with  the  insurgents.  The  battalions  under  Are  seem  to  hjive  been  hea vily 
reinforced  from  both  wdes,  but  the  defense  was  constantly  made  good 
till,  at  about  nightfalj,  in  an  as.sault  upon  the  bridge  itself,  which  I  have 
heard  qualified  as  foolhardy.  Marshal  Novalichez  himself  received  a 
very  dangc^rous  wound  from  a  shell  and  was  borne  from  the  field,  his 
troops  withdrawing  from  the  attack,  and  those  of  ^larshal  Serrano  for- 
bearing pursuit.    But  this  action,  in  its  jmlitical  efi'ects,  Svas  decisive. 

On  the  29th  instant  the  population  of  Madrid  pronounced  enthusias- 
tically for  the  insurgents,  and  the  troops  of  the  garrison  fraternized  with 
the  people  without  a  struggle.  The  details  of  this  event  will  have 
reached  you  by  telegraph  and  newspa])er.  The  news  swept  over  Spain 
like  wildfiriB;  and  at  every  point  the  knowledge  of  those  two  events,  the 
defeat  of  !Novalichez  and  the  popular  rising  of  Madrid,  seems  to  have 
been  followed  immediately  by  the  rising  or  adherence  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, marked  in  every  instance  and  in  all  i)laces  with  the  same  general 
characteristics  of  popular  enthusiasm,  peaceful  execution,  and  thorough 
cotnpleteness. 

I  am  informed  that  during  the  night  of  the  29th,  in  the  palace  at  San 
Sebastian,  the  question  of  further  resistance  was  debated  till  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  It  was  the  wish  of  a  few  who  immediately  suiTomuled 
the  Queen,  that  the  Bascpie  provinces  should  arm  in  her  defense,  lint 
the  representatives  of  that  people,  whilst  they  respectfully  assured  tlie 
Queen  that  she  was  personally  safe  under  the' protection  of  their  hospi- 
tality, firmly  resisted  her  solicitations  to  levy  war  in  defense  of  her  lej^al 
rights.  Then  preparations  for  departiue  were  hastily  made.  The  royal 
train  was  prepared,  and  at  10  o'clock  on  the  moniing  of  the  30th  the 
royal  carriages,  moved  towards  the  station  bearing  the  whole  royal  family. 
The  bearing  of  the  people  was  remarkably  dignified ;  not  a  shout,  not 
an  insult,  no  crowding  nor  rushing  aftvT  the  carriages,  which  moved 
slowly.  The  guards  were  turned  out,  the  Bourbon  march  was  i)laye(l, 
and  royal  honors  shown  to  the  i)arty  as  usual;  the  authorities  of  the 
province  accompanying  the  royal  train  till  the  French  frontier  was  passed 
at  llendaye.  There  they  respectfully  took  leave  of  the  Queen  and  her 
family.  Her  royal  guard  of  halberdiers  took  leave  and  turned  back  to 
Spain.  The  Queen  and  her  family  entered  for  the  first  time,  in  France, 
a  public  railway  car,  and  thfe  dynasty  of  the  Boiu*bons  had  fallen. 

Events  have  since  happened  sk  rapidly  as  to  almost  preclude  a  detailed 
reference. 

•  On  the  3d  instant  I  sent  you  a  second  telegram  informing  you  oi  the 
entrance  of  Marshal  Senano  into  ^Madrid,  where  he  was  immediately 
invested  with  the  authority  of  general-iu- chief  of  the  ^rmy  and  of  the 
navy  and  president  of  the  provisional  government  of  Spain. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  people  of  Madrid  made  their  first  essay  in  the 
exercise  of  sovereignty,  electing,  by  universal  sufi'rage,  a  superior  revo- 
lutionary board  or  jiuita  of  30  members,  which  on  the  oth  inst^uitorgau- 
ized  by  the  ejf^jtion  of  its  otticers  and  replaced  the  provisional  junta, 
which  had  been  hastily  and  spontaneously  assembled  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

Marshal  Serrano,  Duke  of  La  Torre,  had  been  charged  by  the  first 
junta  to  form  a  cabinet  of  ministers. 

On  the  night'of  the  8th  instant  this  was  done,  and  the  decree  appoint- 
ing them,  signed  by  the  duke  as  president  of  the  provisional  govennuent 
of  Spain,  appeared  in  the  Gazette  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,.yesterday. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPAIN.  21 

This  government  having  been  thus  peacefully  constituted,  and  there 
helu^  no  other  contending  go verniuent  within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom, 
I  coiKsidered  that  the  case  foreseen  by  your  teslegraphic  instruction  of 
the  Otb  instant  had  anived,  and  immediately  addressed  to  the  duke  an 
oilicial  request  for  an  interview. 

This  wa^  set  for  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  at  which  hour 
I  went  to  the  official  residence  of  the  duke,  accompanied  by  the  secre- 
tarv  of  this  legation,  and  was  immediately  received  by  the  duke,  acx».om- 
puiiieil  hy  the  newly  appointed  minister  of  state,  Senor  D.  Juan  de 
L.irenzana. 

I  then  addressed  the  president  of  the  provisional  government  in  Eng- 
lish, as  ap[)ears  in  the  inclosed  copy,  marked  A.  The  president  replied 
iu  Spanish,  speaking  without  not<5S,  and  his  remarks,  written  immedi- 
ately after  in  Spanish,  by  Mr.  Perry,  and  translated  into  English,  were 
liubstantially  as  appears  in  the  inclosed  paper,  marked  B. 

You  will  also  find  inclosed  the  official  Gazette  of  this  mcjrning  con- 
taiuiug  a  Spanish  translation  of  my  speech,  and  what  purports  to  have 
bwn  the  duke's  reply.  The  latter,  however,  was  i)repared  afterwards, 
ai  I  luiderstand,  by  a  gentleman  not  presetit  at  the  interview. 

Both  the  president  and  the  minister  of  state  were  evidently  much 
pleased  with  this  prompt  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  American  gov- 
rtiimeut  After  some  informal  conversation,  in  which  these  sentiments 
vere freely  exchanged,  I  took  my  leave. 

la  the  same  Gazette  of  to-day,  which  contains  these  speeches,  you 
Till  find  on  the  first  page  a  declaration  of  rights  by  the  superior  revolu- 
tioDary  junta  of  Madrid,  with  the  names  of  its  members  at  the  foot.  On 
the  fourth  page  is  an  important  circulnr  letter  addressed  to  the  gt)ver- 
iiors  aadlocjil  jiintasof  the  provinces,  by  the  new  minister  of  interior  gov- 
ernment; a  document  from  the  Madrid  junta,  accepting  the  ministers 
ajipointed  by  the  president,  Duke  of  La  Torre :  and  an  address  by  the 
junta  of  Madrid  to  the  local  juntas  of  the  capital  towns  and  principal 
(itie.s  of  the  provinces,  in  which  the  central  junta,  on  motion  of  Senor 
Kivero,  leiuler  of  the  democratic  party,  resolves  to  support  and  main- 
tain the  government  just  constituted,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of 
tbe  democratic  element  in  the  new  cabinet.  This  last  document  is 
iniiM)rtant.  Sent  by  telegram  to  the  provinces,  you  will  notice  that  it  has 
l>een  immediately  responded  to ;  and  on  the  fifth  ami  sixth  pages  of  this 
Gazette  you  will  find  already  the  telegraphic^  response  of  the  juntas  of 
the  provinces  a<;cepting  and  maintaining  the  new  cabinet  and  adhering 
to  the  declaration  of  rights  published  by  the  Madrid  junta. 

This  is,  therefore,  a  government  accepted  by  the  whole  nation,  and  in 
the  peaceful  and  undisputed  exercise  of  its  functions. 

Miilrid  remains  constantly  tranquil,  though  about  60,000  stand  of. 
arms  were  uidiscriminately  distributed  to  the  people  on  the  30th  instant, 
and  the  bands  of*  the  armed  people  are  seen  constantl}'  in  the  streets 
since  that  date. 

They  are  rapidly  organizing  in  battalions,  according  to  their  wards, 
and  elect  their  own  officers.  They  stand  guard  over  the  royal  palace; 
»ver  the  Bank  of  Spain;  over  the  ministerial  departments,  archives  and 
pnbjic^ifices,  performing  this  voluntary  service  with  r^re  constancy 
Jind  i»erfect  courtesy. 

lu  short,  sir,  the  deportjnent  of  this  people,  so  long  the  victim  of  a 
^'onupt  oijpression,  in  the  first  moments  of  liberty,  with  arms  in  their 
bind?*,  and  in  the  enthusiasm  of  victory,  has  astonished  idi  and  willchal- 
i^-uge  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
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I  inclose  translations  of  the  declaration  of  rights  before  alluded  to, 
and  the  decree  published  in  the  Gazette  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  new 
cabinet  has  been  constituted. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  tStatCj  Woithingtonj  D.  C. 


JOnX  p.  HALE. 


Speech  of  Mr.  Hah, 

Mr.  Puksidext:  By  conniiaiid  of  my  ^ovcnmicnt,  rpoojjnizinjj  the  fact  tbat  the  perv 
ple  <»f  Spain,  in  the  exercisiM>f  that  hi^h  preiofrative  which ri|ijhtfnlly  pertainHtoeM-n 
l#t>)>lo,  liave  fnndanu'ntally  clianged  their  syKteni  of  jjovernnicnt,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  ^oveniuient  and  i)eople  of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  I  come  to  ottVr 
their  con<i:ratnhitions  on  the  quiet,  efficient,  and  thorough  manner  iu  which  this  gnat 
change  has  been  eftected. 

A  government  chiiming  to  be  founded  on  divine  right  has  been  overthn>WTi,  and  a 
government  founded  on  a  right  stiU  more  divine,  the  right  of  the  people,  has  been 
establiMhed  in  its  jdace. 

Ah  S]»ain  was  among  the  first  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  hail  the  advent  of  tin- 
United  States  of  America  in  the  family  of  nations,  so  now,  in  grateful  ret  urn,  theymjike 
haste  to  congratulate  the  Spanish  jieople  on  their  jwditical  regeneration. 

In  thus  establishing  dijdomatic  relations  with  the  government  over  which  yonrexrel- 
leucy  presides,  I  recall  with  jdeasure  the  fact  that  the  Ignited  States  and  Spain  havt- 
never  had  any  dift'erence  which  dijdomacy  has  not  been  able  to  rect»ncile. 

I  hardly  need  add  that  in  the  pres4*nt  circumstances  no  effort  of  mine  will  be  s])are<l 
for  strengthening  and  rendering  more  conlial  the  sentiments  of  Kiul-ere  frieudshij)  ami 
good  will  now  so  happily  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 

[Translation.] 

Marshal  Serrano,  Duke  de  la  Torre,  president  of  the  provincial  government,  made  tlii> 
response  to  the  American  minister : 

Mr.  MixisTKii:  Nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to  my  heart  than  to  receive  on  thi-* 
solemn  cxuasion,  in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  ]MM)])le,  the  congratulations  yon  offer  on 
the  use  they  have  made  of  the  ])rerogative  that  emanates  from  their  sovereignty. 

Now  that  the  first  jiortion  of  the  task  is  finished,  and  all  the  olistacles  to  the  estal>- 
lishment  of  national  institutions  removed,  the  new  order  of  things  that  must  hocui  ari^*' 
from  what  has  ceased  to  exist,  in  the  tirst  exercise  of  that  sovereignty,  will  alwidewrre 
in  due  time,  I  assure  vou,  the  felicitations  of  your  government  and  the  sympathv  uf  tlie 
United  States. 

Tlie  memories  which  ycui  now  so  pertinently  recall  are  pleasant  to  my  recolh'ctioii, 
and  S])ain,  which  under  ju'esent  circumstances  needs,  and  no  doubt  will  deserve,  tlm 
encouragement  of  all  natituis  tiiat  love  liberty  and  know  how  to  preserve  it,  grate- 
fully accepts  the  s>nii])athy  of  those  magnanimous  nations,  like  the  United  States,  that 
spare  in»  sacritice  to  maintain  their  free  institutions  in  their  i»erfect  integi'ity. 

The  diplomatic  relatituis  continued  by  this  act  between  your  goveniment  and  that 
.  over  which  1  have  the  honm-  to  preside  will,  from  this  day  forward,  be  more  intiniate 
and  cordial,  as  they  ought  to  be  l»etween  nations  that  have  had  no  difficulties  but  what 
have  been  amicabiy  settled,  and  that,  ii|  homage  to  the  same  principle  of  sovereiguty. 
exercise  it  in  the  establishment  of  their  institutions  iu  a  definite  aud permanent  man- 
ner, each  with  due  regard  to  its  national  peculiarity. 


Declaration  of  rights.  ^ 

The  superior  revolutionary  junta,  faithliil  to  its  high  origin,  makes  the  followij  ^ 
declaration  of  rights : 

Universal  saffriuje. 
Liberty  of  wofffiip. 


Liberty  of  teaching. 

Lilwrty  «»f  assembling  and  of  pacific  associations. 
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LiWrty  of  printing  withont  rjmkmjiI  Iff^islation. 

Deceiitra  ization  of  the  atlministratiun,  returning  to  the  provinces  and  the  mnnici- 
paUties  tbrir  autonomy. 

Trial  l»y  jun*  in  all  criminal  cases. 

I'nlty  of  legal  rights  in  all  branches  of  the  administration  of  justice. 

Itiiniobility  of  the  judges. 

Iiiiliviilual  security,  inviolahility  of  domicile,  and  of  private  correspondence. 

Abohtiou  of  the  death  penaltv. 

JOAQl'IN  AQriRRE,  PreMdent 
NICOLAS  KIVKRA,  Vict.Premdent. 
(And  24  other  signatures.) 

M-iDRiD,  October  8.  1868. 

Officials  of  the  provisional  government  of  Spain : 

iVcree  issued  fnim  the  wardejiartment: 

lu  compliance  with  the  duty  intnisttnl  to  me  by  the  nation,  and  by  the  power  with 
wliich  it  haa  clothed  me,  a^  the  president,  1  now  form  the  following  iirovisional  gov- 
ern luent  : 

Ikpartmfnt  of  War. — Lieutenant  Gc'ueral  Don  Juan  Prim,  Marquis  de  los  Castellejos. 

Ikpariment  of  State. — Don  Juan  Alvarez  de  Loreuznna.  * 

Jkpartmint  of  Grace  and  Justice. — Don  Antonio  Romero  Ortez. 

Jkpartmrttt  of  the  Xary. — Don  Juan  Tojicte,  Coniman<ler  of  the  Fleet. 

Ik-partnmit  of  Finance. — Don  Lameano  KigUfrola. 

Dqwrtment  of  Oorernment. — Don  Praxe«lcs 'Mateo  Sagasta. 

Ikpartment  of  Jndufttrif. — Don  Manuel  Ruiz  Zorilla. 

Department  of  the  t'olonie«. — Don  Adelardo  Lopez  de  Avala. 

EL  DV(^rE  DE  LA  TORRE, 
President  of  the  Provmonal  Oovernmcnt, 

Madeid,  October  8,  1868. 


Circular  from  the  department  of  government  to  the  ciril  gorernorn  and  government  councils 

of  Spain. 

The  provisional  government  having  been  organizi'd,  and  the  first  i)art  of  our  glorious 
revolution  Wing  hnishe<l,  the  minister  undei'signed  feels  it  his  most  pressing  duty  to 
Kldn'SH  the  councils  and  all  constituted  authorities  in  the  country  and  explain  to  them 
the  patriotic  inteutitms  of  the  government,  and  tell  them  what  to  do  to  prest'rve  the 
glory  of  our  revolntiou,.to  assure  c<mlidence  at  home  and  rrtain  the  symimthy,  admira- 
tion, and  applause  so  readily  awarded  to  us  by  Europe  and  America  at  the  <lawn  of  our 
rrgeueration. 

Our  easy  victory  and  the  ramleration  in  which  we  enjoy  it  seem  singular  to  those  who 
look  uiK>n  us  frtim  a  distance,  without  knowing  the  vices  and  corruption  of  the  opjjres- 
sive  sjstem  under  which  we  were  living  or  the  proverbial  virtues  of  the  Spanish  char- 
acter. 

The  glorious  revolution,  l>egun  in  Cadiz,  has  embohlened  those  timid  souls  that  bowed 
their  necks  to  the  yoke  of  a  c<»rrupt  govermnent  in  diead  of  the  hon'ors  of  anarchy  or 
the  fury  of  angry  passions.  • 

To  tlu'ir  everlasting  glorj*,  the  Spanish  j>eople  have  demonstr.ated  to  the  world  that 
they  not  oidy  couhl  rise  uj*  against  the  tyranny  that  oppressed  and  degraded  them,  but, 
after  the  victor>',  could  preserve  that  moderation  that  shows  an  education  sulh<'ient  to 
enter  Inildly  into  paths  tro<hlen  by  a  free  iK»ople. 

Honorable  in  every  way  Jis  tins  revolution  has  so  far  been — and  we  hiay  be  ]>roud  of 
it,a#history  rect»rd8  nc»  other  such — we  would  sin  aspr<Mligals,and  fail  in  our  patriotic 
duty,  if  we  halted  a  mtmient  on  the  way,  before  completing  tiie  work  we  so  auspiciously^ 
beijan  with  so  much  enthusiasm. 

If  we  would  preserve  the  great  advantages  obtained  in  so  brief  a  time,  we  should 
exercise  unremitting  vigilance,  encouraged  by  patri(»tism,  Inmor,  and  confidence  in  a 
free  future.  We  must  remember  that  the  enemies  of  «)ur  honor  and  liberties  have 
6ecret**«l  themselves  among  the  i>eople,  and  have  jissumed  the  mask  of  patriotism  to 
mislead  them  and  induce  them  to  connnit  outrages  that  would  disgrace  our  nation  and 
PuUy  tk>  purity  of  our  revplnticm.  If  it  was  formerly  a  painful  necessity  to  resort  to  anus 
toov4phrow  a  government  that  hundded  antl  (legrad«'d  us,  now  that  we  are  jH^aceful 
victofH  we  must  presen'e  order ;  and  the  jirovisional  government  i»  determined  to  do 
this  in  fulfillment  of  the  great  duty  it  owes  to  the  country. 

Fortimately  we  have  no  sanguinarj*  deetls  to  lament  so  far;  but  the  few  that  have 
occurrnl  will  jirove  a  warning  and  may  juevent  the  perpetration  of  otlu'rs.  If  mmie 
are  faulty,  there  an*  courts  to  try  them  and  ]»unish  them.  Mobs  ii^t  not  undc'rtake  to 
administer  justice,  lest  iiuim-ent  victims  be  sacrific«Ml  and  the  fury  of  persoiml  resent- 
ment turn  to  vengeance.     Such  acts  are  unworthy  of  a  civilized  nation,  and  the  pro- 
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visional  jjovpnimcnt  would  not  tolerate  tliem,  for  it  has  asanmed  the  reins  of  state  to 
conduct  the  nation  to  the  enjoyment  of  libei-ty,  and  not  to  let  it  iierish  in  anarchy. 

Having  explained  the  intentions  of  the  government  in  this  particular,  it  remains  for 
me  to  advise  you  to  deserve  the  country^s  thanks  by  maintaining  order  at  all  risks, 
delivering  over  to  the  courts}  of  justice  all  those  that  disturb  it  under  any  pretext,  tor 
they  are  the  true  enen)ies  to  liberty,  and  might  cause  us  many  sacrifices  and  tears  if  kit 
to  pui*sue  their  wild  career. 

May  God  give  you  many  years. 

PRAXEDES  MATEO  SAGASTA, 

Minisier  V>/  Goverument. 

Madrid,  October  9,  18G8. 


Dispatch  of  Senor  Jquirrey  president  of  the  nuperior  rerolutionary  council,  to  Senor  SerranOj 
president  of  the  provisional  government. 

Most  tixcKiXENT  Sir:  This  superior  revolutionary  council  is  much  jdeased  to  receive 
your  communication,  giving  the  form  of  government  you  have  chosen,  in  concert  with 
th<i  Marquis  of  Castellejos,  (General  Prim.) 

The  worthy  otflc<M"s  you  have  selected  is  a  proof  to  this  council  that  we  may  expect 
the  sacred  i>rinci[)les  inscribed  on  our  revolutionary  banner  to  be  enforced  by  the 
supreme  jiower,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  one  moment  to  ofler  you  o»r  most  frank  auil 
decided  sujjport.  | 

This  ccmncil  hopes  that  all  the  provinces  will  hasten  to  approve  of  the  constituted 
government,  thus  fuliilling  a  duty  of  patriotism. 

On  acknowledging  the  rece[)tion  of  your  cimununication,  the  council  hopes  that  you 
will  act  as  interpreter  of  these  sentiments  to  your  worthy  colleagues. 

God  give  you  many  vears. 

JOAQUIN  AQUIRRE. 

His  Excellency  Don  Francisco  Serrano  y  Domixguez, 

Duque  de  la  Torre, 

Madrid,  Octoher  8, 18C8. 


Circular  telegram  from  the  revolutionary  council  of  Madrid  to  the  provincial  councih. 

At  a  large  meeting  of  the  democratic  party,  it  was  resolved,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Rivera,  to  support  tlie  recently  constituted  government,  in  hopes  that  the  prograinine 
of  Ca<liz  may  be  faithfully  carried  tmt.  At  this  meeting,  and  afterwards  from  the  bal- 
cony of  government  house,  Mr.  Rivera,  introduced  by  Mr.  Aquirre,  siK)ke  in  the  naiiu' 
of  the  dem'ocracy,  and  counselled  all  citizens  to  extreme  vigilance  in  the  i)reservatiou 
of  order.  His  speech  was  warmly  applauded  by  the  peojde.  On  quietly  retiring,  tbey 
shouted  for  Rivera  and  for  General  Prim,  who  was  seated  by  his  side,  aud  who  also 
made  a  speech. 

MARQUIS  VEGA  dk  ARMIJO, 

Vice-President. 

,      TeLESFORO  MON'rE.TO, 

Inocente  Artiz  y  Casado, 

Secretaries, 

The  above  telegram  was  answered  by  many  of  the  provincial  councils,  api)roving  the 
constituteil  provisional  government. 


Mr.  Seward  io  Mr,  Hale. 
,     [Telegram  per  cable.] 

DEPART]VrENT  OF  STATE, 

}yaishiu(;tonj  October  13,  18G8. 
Eeeiprocate  in  President's  name  tbe  salutations  of  the  provisional 
frovernuient,  comnuinicated  by  Spanish  minister  here,  and  tender  be^t 
wishes  (if  United  States  lor  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  Spain, 
nnder  present  aud  definitive  government. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jo^^'  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  dc,  c£c,  d-c.  • 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Hale. 

No.  134.]  Depabt>ient  op  State, 

Washingt<fnj  November  9,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  9th  of 
Ottober,  No.  148,  which  gives  a  detailed  and  interesting  history  of  the 
revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  Spain,  and  of  your  own  proceeding 
ill  relation  to*  that  great  transaction.  The  dispatch  supplies  for  the 
rwonis  of  this  department  much  information  which  it  has  failed  to 
receive  from  the  telegraph  and  from  the  press.  The  views  of  this  gov- 
t-ruraent  in  regard  to  the  matters  thus  presented  having  been  heretofore 
made  known  to  yoii  by  the  telegraph,  it  remains  for  me  now  only  to 
commend  the  diligence  and  discretion  which  you  have  practiced  in  those 
delicate  and  important  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  % 

*  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

John  p.  Hale,  Esq.,  etc,  etc,  etc. 


SPANISH  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Translation.] 


Legation  of  Spain  in  Washington, 

Wa^hinfftoriy  February  11, 1807. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 
has  received  notice  that  the  steamer  Ouyler,  .lately  detained  by  the 
anthurities  of  New  York  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  was  about 
to  1)0  permitted  to  depart  for  her  place  of  destination. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  is  acquainted  with  the  antecedents 
of  the  affair  so  far  as  this  legation  is  concerned.  The  undersigned, 
aware  thatrit  was  intended  to  take  from  those  ports  not  only  that  ves- 
sel^ which  was  then  denounced  under  the  name  of  S<.*huyler,  but  also 
one  or  more  othei*8,  respecting  which  the  same  circumstances  had  con- 
CHrre<l  or  might  concur,  he  communicjited  more  than  once  his  suspicions, 
ii)  the  first  ))iace  to  the  department,  and  afterwards  to  the  police  of  New 
York,  which,  in  view  of  the  evidence  of  the  tact,  and  in  virtue  of  fresh 
<lata,  i>roceeded  ultimately  to  the  detention  of  the  Cuyler. 

In  \-iew  of  this  proof  there  is  nothing  to  make  the  uiulersigned  believe 
but  that  the  government  as  well  as  the  United  States  authorities  are 
disposetl  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  and  in  now 
ad(lre.ssing  himself  to  your  department,  nothing  is  further  from  his  mind 
tliau  to  call  in  question  these  good  dispositions. 

Considering,  however,  the  singularity  and  complication  of  an  affair 
in  which  the  agents  of  another  power  also  neutral  appear  to  be  inter- 
fering, he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  guard  against  any  error  or  surprise  that 
might  be  attemj^ted,  to  comi)romise  directly  or  indirectly  the  neutrality 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  His  reason  for  doing  so  is  so 
much  the  greater,  as  he  is  conscious  that  an  attemjit  was  made,  and  is 
iH^rhaps  now  making,  to  purchase  and  dispatch  from  the  same  port  of 
New  York  two  other  vessels,  one  of  which  appears  to  be  named,  the 
Tartar,  attended  by  similar  circumstances  and  under  the  same  flag  as 
the  Cuyler. 
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Uiuler  these  circumstances,  the  fact,  from  the  evidence  before  us, 
wouhl  be  still  more  serious,  and  in  itself  as  difficult  of  exi)lauatiou  as 
the  departure  of  the  Cuyler.    . 

Whatever  turn  this  affair  may  be  destined  to  take,  the  undersized 
hopes  that  the  question  of  nnitrality,  instead  of  becoming  more  com- 
plicated, will  remain  in  the  state  in  which  the  authorities  liave  placed  it 
by  their  impartial  cimduct,  not  doubting  but  that  this  goverunient  will 
consider  itself  now  more  under  obligation  to  maintain  and  cause  to  he 
maintained  its  present  attitude,  as  that  alone  would  perhaps  contribute 
to  the  realization  of  the  peaceful  views  which  it  seems  to  entertain  on 
the  Pacific  question. 

The  undersigned  accepts,  &c., 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  WrLLLA3i  H.  Seward,  cCt.,  d;c.,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara, 
t 

Depart:ment  of  State, 

WaMngtoyij  February  14, 18G7. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  relating  to  the  steamer  R.  R.  Ouyler,  and  other  vessels 
which  you  apprehend  are  about  to  dei)art  from  New  York  in  violation  of 
the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  steamer  particularly  referred  to  by  you  was  seized  by  the  revenue 
officers  at  the  port  of  New  York,  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  that  the  own- 
ers of  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia  accredited  to  this  government,  had  several  weeks  since  infonntMl 
this  department  of  the  sale  of  the  steamer,  completely  fitted  as  a  mau- 
ot-war,  to  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

The  evidence  upon  which  the  seizure  was  made  has  been  examined  by 
the  Attorney  General,  who  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  insufficient  to 
impeach  the  good  faith  of  the  transaction.  As  it  ai)pears,  however,  tliat 
the  title  to  the  vessel  was  not  to  pass  to  the  United  States  of  Colombia 
until  the  delivery  of  the  steamer  at  one  of  the  ports  of  that  government, 
it  has  b(»en  determined  that  the  owners  shall,  before  the  release  of  tbe 
vessel,  be  required  to  furnish  the  security  prescribed  by  our  neutrality 
laws  tliat  she  will  not  be  employed  by  them  to  cruise  or  commit  hostili- 
ties against  the  subjects  and  property  of  any  power  with  which  tbe 
United  States  are  at  peace. 

You  may  be  assured  that  there  will  b;»  no  abatement  of  the  vigilance 
which  has  been  constantly  exercised  tv)  prevent  any  violation  by  our 
citizens  of  their  neutral  obligations. 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  consider  it  ion,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Gabriel  Gabgia  y  Tassara,  (tc,  cOc,  d'c. 


^  Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Transljition.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Waffhhigton,  February  20,  18G7. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 
had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  evening  tlie  note  which,  under  date 
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of  14th,  tlie  honorable  Secretary  of  State  pleased  to  address  to  him. 
answerinir  his  of  the  11th,  about  the  detention  of  the  Cuyler,  and  woiUa 
have  nothing  to  reply  to  it  if  the  ease  were  simi)ly  that  of  a  neutral 
jKiwer  like  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  which  might  treat  of  buying 
ships  of  war  in  these  States. 

The  honorable  Secretaiy  of  State  knows,  nevertheless,  how  much  and 
how  essentially  the  affair  is  complicated  by  the  undoubted  existence  of 
a  plan,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cause  the  Cuyler  to  pass  uito  the 
power  of  the  republics  of  the  Pacific;  and  although  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral may  be  of  opinion  that  the  evideiK*e  is  not  suthcient  to  inculpate 
the  go<Kl  faith  of  the  transaction,  the  fact  alone  is  sutftcient  to  excite  the 
gravest  suspicions  and  to  engage  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  its  neutrality  to  be  respected. 

The  undersigned  is  far  from  believing  that  a  neutral  government,  and 
friendly  to  Sx>ain  as  that  of  Colombia,  would  avail  of  her  neutrality  to 
cover  the  contraband  of  vessels  of  war  Against  others  belligerent. 

lie  must  rather  suppose  and  does  suppose  that  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment is  entirely  a  stranger  to  the  project  which  has  been  attempted 
to  be  carried  out  under  it.s  ausi)ice8  and  beneath  its  flag.  This  reserve 
made,  however,  I  hold  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in 
olmlience  to  the  princii)le8  it  has  so  highly  proclaimed  in  the  matter, 
ought  to  have  allowed  an  investigation  to  have  proceeded  which  would 
have  brought  to  light  the  true  nature  of  such  transaction,  because,  as 
the  honorable  Secretaiy  of  State  could  do  no  less  than  admit,  the  bond, 
however  ample  and  effective  it  might  be,  would  only  require  the  Cuyler 
to  enter  a  Colombian  port  for  a  moment,  without  thereby  impeding  the 
realization  of  any  project  such  as  that  w  hich  has  been  the  cause  of  her 
detention. 

^  WTiile  writing  this  note  the  undersigned  receives  news  that  the  bond 
for  the  Cuyler  has* been  fixed  at  $200,000,  a  sum  which  it  is  supposed 
not  only  does  not  come  up  to  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo,  but  does  not  even  equal  that  amount. 

Re]ieating,  therefore,  his  reservations,  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  pro- 
test, trusting  yet  that  the  governinent  of  the  United  States  will  do 
what  is  in  its  reach  to  prevent  that  through  any  indirect  means  neu- 
tnility  shall  be  \iolated. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Sec^retary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSAliA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfcc.j  cfcc,  djc. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Translation.] 

^0, 13.]  Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Wcuthingtonj  February  25,  1807. 
Keferring  to  his  note  of  the  20th  about  the  Cuyler,  the  ^nidersigned? 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  finds  himself  under 
tlie  unavoidable  duty  of  bringing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable 
^Krretary  of  State  that  by  the  mail  of  yesterday  evening  he  has  received 
from  New  York  reports  which  give  a  chara(;ter,  each  time  more  singular 
aud  more  serious,  to  the  matter,  a^d  which  place  him  imder  the  necessity 
of  again  cidling  to  it  the  attention  of  your  department. 
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It  appears  in  fact  that  the  Cnylcr  not  only  has  been  delivered  to  her 
owners,  and  is  at  liberty  to  go  to  sea,  but  also  that  this  was  to  take 
place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  23d.  It  also 
appears  that  at  the  latest  hour  indications  were  noticed  on  board  of  the 
same  plotting,  which  had  already  before  caused  her  detention,  there 
resulting  therefrom  complications  between  the  owners  and  such  crew, 
hindering  for  a  moment  her  departure.  It  seems,  in  fine,  that  the 
steamer  is  notwithstanding  to  go  to  sea,  and  that  the  idea  in  general 
l)ervading  New  York  is  that  more  or  Jess  dh'ectly  she  is  going  to  cruise 
against  Spanish  vessels. 

Keiterating  therefore  anew  his  reservations,  but  reiterating  also  his 
protests,  and  in  the  supposition  that  they  may  yet  be  in  season  for  the 
ai)pliance  of  a  remedy,  the  undersigned  l>elieves  it  his  duty  to  advise  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  case,  at  first  glance  very  improbable, 
but  which  circumstances  make  appear  iwssible,  of  so  flagiant  a  contra- 
vention as  this  would  be  of  all  the  laws  and  principles  of  neutrality. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  houonible 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

•  GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <fcc.,  cfce„  d:c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  of  State, 
Waifhvigton,  March  1,  1807. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  20th  and  2oth  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cuyler,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
consulted  my  colleague,  the  Attorney  General,  w^ho  says  that  after  the 
most  careful  consideration  he  does  not  see  upon  what  ground,  as  the  law 
officer  of  the  United  States,  he  can  take  or  advise  any  action  in  addition 
to  that  heretofore  taken  in  reference  to  the  vessel  referred  to. 

According  to  Mr.  Stanbery's  judgment  the  course  of  action  which 
has  been  taken  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  neutrality  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Attorney  General  adds  that  he  is  happy  to  see  that  you  acquit 
ftie  Colombian  government  of  all  participation  in  any  unlawful  purpose 
in  reference  to  the  purchase  and  destination  of  the  vessel. 

That  the  suspicious  circumstances*to  which  you  refer  do  not  inculpate 
that  government  or  the  American  merchants  who  have  sold  and  are 
bound  to  deliver  the  Cuyler  at  one  of  the  Colombian  ports  into  the  pos 
session  of  the  government  of  that  republic. 

That  you  refer  wholly  to  suspicious  circumstances,  attaching  to  some 
of  her  crew,  which  have  led,  as  you  state,  to  complications  between  the 
crew  and  the  owners,  causing  delay  in  her  departure.  Thatjt  is  uimn 
the  footing  of  such  suspicious  circumstances  that  the  bond  was  required 
of  the  owTiers.  That  as  to  the  sufficiency  in  the  amount,  which  you  say 
is  supposed  not  to  amoant  to  double  the  value  or  even  to  the  actual  value 
of  the  vessel,  the  Attorney  General  has  only  to  say  that  the  value  of 
the  vessel  was  fixed  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  United  States,  who  it 
must  be  inferred  have  understood  and  have  faithfidly  performed  the 
duty  of  appraisement. 

That  the  United  States  has  done  what  was  proper  in  reference  to  the 
vessel,  her  present  owners,  and  the  Colombian  government}  both  acting 
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in  jrood  faith  to  provide  the  proper  s.'ife^iard  against  tlie  alleged  designs 
of  others  towards  her  Catholic  Majesty's  subjects  and  their  commerce 

Tliat  whatever  ulterior  designs  may  be  suggested  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Colombian  government  alter  the  vessel  shall  come 
iuto  its  iMjssessioii,  the  United  States  cai\  only  entertain  the  same  con- 
viction as  that  expressed  by  you  of  the  entu-e  good  faith  of  that  govern- 
ment. 

1  am  durected  to  inform  you  that  these  ^iews  of  the  Attorney  General 
have  been  adopted,  and  are  sanctioned  by  the  President. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
ven'  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAED. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  d-c,  dr.,  etc 


Mr.  Goni  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

WaMh(/t4)ny  March  30, 18G8. 

Tlie  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary'  and  minister  i)lenipotentiary 
of  luT  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the  honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honor- 
ai>le  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  begging  on  his  part  a 
friemily  action  in  the  matter  of  which  he  is  going  to  occupy  himself. 

Tlu*  history  of  the  steamer  Cuyler  is  of  public  notoriety — ^lier  smling 
in  January,  18G6,  from  New  York  for  one  of  the  ports  of  Colombia,  as 
well  as  tlmt  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  finding  herself  at 
war  with  some  republics  of  the  Pacific,  and  having  credible  information 
as  to  the  ulterior  destination  of  the  said  vessel,  sent  maritime  forces  to 
the  port  of  Cartagena  in  order  to  watch  her  and  to  impede  her  parsing 
into  the  jwwer  of  Peru,  or  her  being  employed  in  any  manner  against 
tbe  interests  of  Spain. 

Tbe  undersigned  has  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  the  government 
which  now  governs  at  Bogota,  and  which  in  the  matter  of  the  Cuyler 
has  manifested  the  loyalty  and  good  faith  which  are  fit  to  a  neutral 
natiim,  would  guarantee  to  n^tain  in  its  power  the  Cuyler  during  the  con-, 
tinnance  of  the  state  of  war,  on  condition  that  the  Spanish  government 
withdraw  its  force  of  observation  from  Cartagena.  If  this  should  come 
about  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Colombia,  that  of  Si)ain,  which 
had  no  other  interest  in  watching  the  vessel  but  to  prevent  her  from 
beiu":  employed  to  its  prejudice*,  would  withdraw  its  forces  from  Carta- 
{renii  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Colombian  government. 

Supposing  that  which  he  has  just  expressed,  and  Spain  not  having 
auy  representative  at  Bogota,  the  undersigned  wo.uld  be  very  specially 
grateful  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  given  such  signal 
proofs  of  ttie  cojiciliatory  spirit  which  animates  him  resi>ecting  the  war 
of  the  Pacitic,  to  employ  his  good  offices,  through  the  medium  of  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  Bogota,  to  bring  about  this  event.  If  the 
minister,  Mr.  Sullivan,  can  obtain  from  the  government  of*Bogota  the 
pompromise  not  to  deliver  the  Cuyler  to  any  government  or  person 
during  the  existence  of  the  state  of  war  between  S[)ain  and  the  republics 
of  the  Pacitic,  the  Spanish  government  would  immediately  withdraw  the 
maritime  force  of  vigilance  which  it  maintains  at  Cartagena,  returning 
the  pieces  of  machinery  of  the  Cuyler  at  present  held  as  a  guarantee. 
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The  nndersi^iiod,  expeotin^:  this  new  pmof  of  friendly  coniplaisanoe 
from  the  honorabU*  ^Ir.  Seward,  improves  the  opportunity  to  reiterate 
to  him  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

FACUNDO  GOSl. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <tc.,  dr.,  d'c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  OonL 

Depart^ient  of  State, 

WaMngion^  April  17, 1S()8. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  steamer  Cuyler,  and  to  inform  yon  in  rei)ly 
that  the  arrangement  which  it  proposes  has  been  made  known  t<»  Mr. 
Snllivan,  the  United  States  minister  at  Bogota,  who  has  been  instructed 
to  endeavor  to  cause  it  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SKWAKD. 
Senor  Don  Facundo  Go^i,  etc.,  etc.,  rfc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Gofii. 

DEPART>n:NT  OF    STATFa 

Washington^  May  15, 1808. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  jVIr.  Gofii,  her' 
Catholic  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  the  following  informa- 
tion, namely : 

On  the  ll>th  of  April  last,  the  [Jnited  States  minister  at  Lima  commu- 
nicated to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  in  Pern  a  copy  of  the  circular 
letter  in  which  the  undersigned  renewed  his  proposition  of  good  offices 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  between  Spain  and  the  allied  repub- 
lics of  the  Pacilic.  ^ 

The  undersigned  is  informed  that  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  ot 
Peru  exi)ressed  himself  as  being  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  armistice,  but 
stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  government  of  Peru  and  its  allies.  He  assured  the  United 
States  minister  that  such  a  proceeding  would  be  adopted  immediately, 
and  the  result  woidd  be  promptly  communicated. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Goiii 
renewed  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAia). 

Senor  DouFacundo  GoiJi,  <£t.,  cfcc,  <&c. 


Mr.  Gofii  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Ik'anslatiou.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

WaMngto7i,  May  23, 18C8. 
Tlie  nndersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the  honor  to  present  to  the  consideratiou  ol 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  what  follows : 
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It  is  already  a  notorious  fact,  as  i)ublishi'd  by  tlie  daily  press  in  the 
FnitHl  States,  as  well  as  in  tbat  of  Peru,  and  neither  contradicted  nor 
(leiiJiHl,  nor  called  in  (juestion  by  any  one,  that  the  armor  clad  ships 
Catawha  and  Oneota,  bon^i^ht  by  Messrs.  Swift  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  have 
In^n  purclijused  for  the  government  of  Peru,  to  which  they  at  tliis  time 
iH'lun'r,  and  that  they  are  preparing  for  departure,  more  or  less  early, 
Ikhum!  for  that  repubUc  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  where  tliey  now 
nitnally  are.  This  being  understood,  the  undersignetl,  repeating  the 
verbal  reclamations  which  he  has  at  varicms  ccmt'erences  made  upon  the 
siihjoct,  now  addresses  himself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of.  State,  in- 
voking his  recognized  ui)rightness,  his  loyalty  towards  friendly  Jiations, 
and  tJie  noble  ])erseverance  with  which  he  has  upheld  resi>ect  tor  the 
laws  of  neutnility,  to  the  end  that  he  may  hintler  the  departuri'  to  sea 
oi  the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota,  while  the  state  of  war  exists 
UtwiH'U  Spain  and  Peru. 

The  undersigned,  on  the  pi^^sent  occasion,  thinks  he  may  hope  for  the 
most  efficient  action  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  for  most 
esjMTial  and  extraordinary  rt^asons.  First,  it  the  state  of  war  still  sub- 
^Uts,  it  is  not  by  fault  of  the  Spauish  government,  which  has  shown  dis- 
ptisititms  propitious  to  the  adjustment  of  a  i)eace  worthy  and  honorable 
lor  all  partieii,  having  always  met  the  friendly  invitations  given  by  the 
Il(m.  Mr.  Seward,  and  in  consecpieince  suspending  active  hostilities. 
Seiondly,  that  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  having  now  pre- 
seiitrtl  the  question  of  peace  in  a  i)ositive  manner  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
ntar\*  of  State,  it  ought  to  trust,  and  does  trust,  that  while  IVru  and  the 
aHiHl  repnblics  do  not  protl'er  themselves  to  enter  upon  the  negotiations 
i»r(>]Kis*Hl,  the  government  of  the  Unitetl  States  will  not  consent  that  in 
ilii'j  cduntry  any  detriment  shall  occur  to  the  rights  of  Spain  in  d(»roga- 
riojj  of  the  hiws  of  neutrality. 

Tlie  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consi<leration. 

FACUNDO  GOSL 

Hon,  WILI.IA3I  n.  Seward,  d;c.,  ifcc,  dbc. 


Mr.  Ooili  to  Mr.  Seward. 

m 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washington,  June  30,  ISOS. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  i)lenipotentiary 
of  her  Catholic  ^lajesty,  on  referring  to  liis  note  of  the  2'M  of  .May  last, 
relative  to  the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota,  has  the  honor  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  once  more  to  the  contents 
oi  that  note. 

Two  ciraiunatancea  move  the  undersigned  to  insist  again  upon  this 
affair.  1st.  It  is  known  to  the  undersigned  that  the  minister  of  P<tu  has 
5^)lieited  permission  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  t<»  take 
possessiim  of  the  monitors,  contending  that  the  existing  situation 
WtwwHi  Spain  and  Peru  is  not  a  state  of  war,  which  assertion  is  entirely 
without  foundation;  and  2d,  that  the  monitors  now  in  the  i>ort  of 
New  Orleans  are  not  apparently  sufficiently  guarded  ^o  prevent  them 
from  going  to  sea,  as  the  undersigned  is  aware  of  no  official  measures 
hanng  been  taken  to  prevent  their  departure. 
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In  regard  to  the  assertion  of  tlie  government  of  Peru,  the  undersigned 
hopes  the  honorable  Secretary  has  rejected  it,  as  it  deserves.  The  state 
of  war  between  the  nations  exists  so  long  as  the  belligerent  and  inter- 
ested parties  do  not  stipulate  for  peace,  and  in  the  present  case,  not  only 
has  peace  between  Si)ain  and  Peru  not  been  agreed  upon,  but  the  gov- 
ernnjcnt  of  Peru  has  not,  up  to  this  time,  even  accepted  the  good  offices 
tendered  for  that  puriwse  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

We  cannot  conceive,  therefore,  how  the  government  of  Peru  could 
make  such  a  request  of  the  United  States,  as  its  grant  would  imply  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  a  serious  ottense  to  the  laws  of  neutral- 
ity of  this  country,  and  a  want  of  reciprocity  in  the  friendship  and  con- 
ciliatory sentiments  manifested  by  the  goveniment  of  her  Catholic  Maj- 
esty on  accepting  the  good  offices  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  settlement  of  the  contest.  Fortunately,  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  in  his  note  of  the  23d  of  April,  to  Mr.  Garcia,  min- 
ister of  Peru,  expressed  his  opinion  in  conformity  with  this  doctrine,  in 
judging  of  the  present  situation  between  Spain  and  Peru,  and  therefore 
the  undersigned  hopes  he  may  be  excused  for  iuvsisting  ujKin  that  point. 
If  the  government  of  Peru  desires  the  present  situation  to  be  converted 
into  one  of  peace,  why  does  it  not  accept  the  good  offices  tendered  by 
the  government  at  Washington  f  But  as  it  has  not  accepted  them,  how 
can  it  believe  that  this  government  is  to  consider  the  present  situation 
as  a  state  of  peace,  neither  perfect  nor  imperfect !  The  undersigned 
trusts  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  reject  such  unfouuded 
pretensions  as  exceedingly  inconsistent.  From  what  has  been  said,  the 
undersigned  feels  obliged  to  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  peremptory 
measures  to  prevent  the  departure  of  those  monitors.  It  api)e^rs  fromi| 
common  report,  that  the  said  vessels  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  it  is  not  known  what  order  has  been  issued  about  them. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  once  more  invokes  justice  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  begs  that  immediate  measures  be 
taken  to  detain  the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota. 

The  undersigned  hopes  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  be 
pleased  to  communicate  to  him  the  resolutions  adopted  in  conformity 
with  the  claims  of  riglit  and  justice. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  occasion  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

FACUjS^DO  goSi. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dc,  &€.,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Ooni. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  9,  1808. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Goni,  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  w  ritten  on  the  30th  of  June  last, 
in  which  Mr.  Goni  directs  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  to  the  attair 
of  the  monitors  Catawba  and  CJbeota.  Mr.  Goni  mentions  two  circum- 
stances which  move  him  to  insist  upon  the  detention  of  those  monitors, 
namely:  first,  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Peru  ha*;  solicited 
l)ermission  from  Jhe  United  States  government  to  take  possession  of  the 
monitors,  contending  that  the  existing  situation  between  Spain  and 
Peru  is  no  longer  one  of  war,  which  assertion  Mr.  Goiii  pronounces  to 
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be  entirely  without  foundation  5  and  secondly,  that  the  monitors  now  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  are  not  apparently  sufficiently  guarded  to  pre- 
vent them  from  going  to  sea,  as  the  undersigned  is  aware  of  no  official 
measores  having  been  taken  to  prevent  their  departure. 

Mr.  Goni  dwells  upon  the  fact  that  the  United  States  have  tendered 
their  good  offices  to  Spain  and  to  her  antagonists,  the  Pacific  republics, 
'  and  that  while  Spain  has  promptly  expressed  her  disposition  to  accept 
those  good  offices  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  peace,  Peru  has 
not  accepted  them,  nor  given  any  conclusive  reply  upon  the  subjects  Mr. 
Gofti  argnes  from  tnis  fact  that  the  government  of  Peru  cannot  rightfully 
claim  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall,  during  those  over- 
tures, pronounce  the  state  of  war  to  be  closed  and  the  state  of  peace  to 
have  been  reached  by  the  silent  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  parties. 
Upon  the  grounds  thus  mentioned  Mr.  Gofu  feels  himself  obliged  to 
inast  upon  the  adoption  of  peremptory  measures  to  prevent  the  depart- 
ure of  tiie  monitors  in  question.  He  fortifies  this  position  by  stating 
from  common  report  that  the  vessels  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  loc^ 
authorities,  and  it  is  not  known  what  orders  have  been  issued  about 
them.  He  begs,  therefore,  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  to  detain 
the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  in  reply,  to  inform  Mr.  Goili,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  Peruvian  government  on  its  part  insists  that  the  sit- 
uation of  war  between  herself  and  allies  on  the  one  part,  and  Spain  on 
the  other,  has  practically  come  to  an  end  by  the  cessation  of  all  hostili- 
ties on  either  side  since  the  seco;id  day  of  May,  1866. 
J,  The  undersigned  has  further  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Goiii  that  the 
Peruvian  government  alleges  in  support  of  its  position  the  fact  that 
ChiU  and  Spain,  Chili  being  one  of  the  allied  belligerents  and  Spain  the 
othei;  belligerent,  have,  in  the  present  year,  voluntarily  joined  them- 
selves together  in  peaceful  and  friendly  concert  and  co-operation  in  waiv- 
ing objections  to  the  clearance  from  British  ports  of  ships  of  war  for  the 
respective  parties.  So  far  as  this  department  is  informed,  this  statement 
is  not  controverted  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  Peru  insists  that 
the  proceeding  is  equivalent  to  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  Spain 
of  the  pretensiims  made  by  Peru  that  the  situation  of  war  between  the 
belligerent  republics  and  Spain  ha«  come  to  an  end.  Pern  agrees  in  this 
respect  that  Spain  cannot  claim  before  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
to  be  at  peace  and  at  the  same  time  claim  before  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  be  at  war  ^th  Peru  and  her  allies,  tlie  position  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  belligerents  being  iden- 
tical 

Mr.  Goiii  is  informed,  in  the  third  place,  that  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment distinctly  proposes  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that, 
if  it  shall  consent  to  the  clearance  of  the  Catawba  and  the  Oneota,  the 
Peravian  government  will  give  adequate  security  that  those  vessels 
shall  not  be  employed  in  any  hostile  proceeding  against  Spain  or  any 
other  nation  on  their  way  to  the  port  of  Callao,  in  the  Pacific,  but  shall 
keep  the  peace  until  the  vessels  shall  have  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Cal- 
lao, there  to  be  used  for  purposes  of  domestic  defense  and  security. 

Mr.  Goni  is  further  informed,  in  the  fourth  place,  that  the  House  of 
Bepyesentatives  having  taken  the  subject  of  the  sale  and  proposed  de- 
parture of  these  vessels  into  consideration  with  a  view  to  some  possible 
legislative  action  thereupon,  directions  have  been  given  by  the  President 
that  those  vessels  shall  not  receive  clearance  or  be  permitted  to  depart 
while  the  subject  is  engaging  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  vessels 
Me  for  this  reason  detamed  at  present,  and  will  be  so  temporarily  de- 
3  B  O— VOL,  n 
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tained,  whatever  appearances  or  presumptions  to  the  contrary  may  any- 
where exist. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
which  have  been  referred  to,  it  seems  to  the  President  that  the  occasion 
has  not  yet  arrived  when  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  decide  the  grave 
question  which  has  been  raised  before  this  government  between  the  min- 
isters of  Spain  and  Peru,  namely  the  question  whether  the  war  which 
was  heretofore  waged  between  those  nations  has  been  practically  brought 
to  an  end  or  not.  Frankness,  however,  obliges  the  undersigned  to  say 
that  unless  some  unforeseen  circumstances  shall  soon  occur,  the  time  for 
acting  upon  that  question  would  seem  to  be  near  at  hand. 

The  undersigned  freely  admits  the  difficulties  which  are  likely  to 
attend  the  decision  of  the  question.  It  is  certain  that  a  condition  of 
war  can  be  raised  without  an  authoritative  declaration  of  war,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  situation  of  peace  may  be  restored  by  the  long 
suspension  of  hostilities  without  a  treaty  of  peace  being  made.  History 
is  full  of  such  occurrences.  What  period  of  suspension  of  war  is  neces- 
sary to  justify  the  presumption  of  the  restoration  of  peace  has  never 
yet  been  settled,  and  must  in  every  case  be  determined  with  reference  to 
collateral  facts  and  circumstances. 

The  proceedings  of  Spain  and  Chili  which  have  been  referred  to, 
although  inconclusive,  require  an  explanation  on  the  part  of  either  of 
those  powers  which  shall  insist  that  the  condition  of  war  still  exists. 
Peru,  equally  with  Spain,  has  as  absolute  a  right  to  decline  the  good 
offices  or  mediation  of  the  United  States  for  peace  as  either  has  to  accept 
the  same.  The  refusal  of  either  would  be  inconclusive  as  an  evidence 
of  determination  to  resume  or  continue  the  war.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  all  nations,  that  the  return  of  peace,  however  it 
may  be  brought  about,  shall  be  accepted  whenever  it  has  become  clearly 
established.  Whenever  the  United  States  shall  And  itself  obligCKi  to 
decide  the  question  whether  the  war  still  exists  between  Spain  and  Peru, 
or  whether  that  war  has  come  to  an  end,  it  will  make  that  decision  only 
after  having  carefully  examined  all  the  pertinent  facta  which  shall  be 
within  its  reach,  and  after  ha\ing  given  due  consideration  to  such  rep- 
resentations as  shall  have  been  mi^e  by  the  several  parties  interested. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Don  Facundo  Go^,  rfrc,  ifcc,  ifec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  OonL 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  July  22,  1868. 

Sib:  The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  to  commiuiicate  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Goiii,her 
Catholic  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  a  transcript  of  the  reply  of 
the  Colombian  government  to  the  request  made  at  his  instance  and  under 
instructions  irom  this  department  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Bogota,  that  measures  might  be  taken  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  the 
war  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler  or  El  Rayo,  during  the  existence  of  war  between 
Spain  and  certain  Spanish-American  republics. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Goiii  renewed  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Facundo  GoSfi,  <£t.,  <£'c.,  &€. 

(For  jnclosure  see  correspondence  with  the  United  States  of  Colombia.) 
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Mr.  Ooni  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington^  July  23,  1868. 

The  nndersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Mtyesty, 
has  received  the  communication  which,  under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  the 
hoDorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  was  pleased  to  address 
to  him,  remitting  to  him  copy  of  the  note  sent  on  the  15th  of  June,  by  the 
secretary  of  foreign  relations  at  Bogota,  to  the  minister,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
relative  to  the  detention  of  the  steamer  E.  E.  Cuyler  or  El  Eayo. 

The  undersigned,  in  his  name  and  in  that  of  the  government  of  her 
Majesty,  can  do  no  less  than  manifest  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
the  most  profound  gratitude  for  his  loyal  and  friendly  mediation  in  the 
affair,  and  for  the  satisfactory  result 'which  it  produced. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  fresh  assur- 
ances of  his  highest  consideration. 

FACIU^DO  Gosri. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (fee,  <fec.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Ooni  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  July  29,  1868. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  note,  in  the  matter  of 
the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota,  which  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  was  pleased  to  address  to  him  on  the  9th  in- 
stant, and  passes  on  to  notice  the  contents  thereof. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  note  referred  to,  informs  the 
ondersigned  that  the  government  of  Peru  maintains  that  the  state  of  war 
between  Spain  and  the  allied  republics  has  terminated,  alleging,  for  rea- 
son, that  active  hostilities  have  been  suspended  for  more  than  two  years, 
and  quoting  that  Spain  and  Chili  had  reciprocally  consented  to  the  de- 
parture of  some  vessels  of  their  respective  Hags,  which  were  detained  in 
British  ports,  from  which  fact  the  government  of  Peru  infers  that  Spain 
cannot  say  she  is  at  peace  in  respect  of  the  British  government,  and  say 
that  she  is  at  war  in  respect  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  can  do  no  less  than  state  that  the  singular  pretension 
of  the  government  of  Peru  causes  him  extreme  surprise.  .  To  say  that  a 
state  of  war  does  not  exist  when,  nevertheless,  no  prox>osition  of  peace 
has  b^n  accepted,  is  an  affirmation  equally  gratuitous  and  new,  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  contest. 

As  to  the  facts  alleged,  no  one  of  them  implies,  even  remotely,  the  ces- 
.  sation  of  war.  The  fact  of  hostilities  lieing  suspended  on  the  part  of 
Spain  is  the  consequence  of  the  acceptance  of  the  good  offices  ofltered  to 
the  belligerents  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1866.  In  respect  of  the  departure  of  Spanish  and  Chilian 
vessels,  detained  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain  in  fulftllment  of  her 
duties  as  a  neutral  power,  the  undersigned  does  not  know,  with  exact- 
ness, what  happened  in  London,  although  he  has  reasons  for  thinking 
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that  tliere  was  not  any  formal  and  direct  agreement  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  both  nations,  bat  at  all  events,  and  even  if  such  had  exi8^ 
ed,  that  could  not  alter  or  modify  the  situation  in  which  both  parties  find 
themselves.  To  pretend  that  the  consent  to  the  departure  of  the  vessels 
respectively  means  a  declaration  of  a  state  of  peace,  would  be  equivalent 
to  maintaining  that  any  special  agreement  of  two  belligerent  States, 
whether  about  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  or  furnishing  supplies,  or  any 
other  partial  and  limited  point,  would  imply  the  termination  of  the  war. 
It  is,  ^erefore,  not  a  logical  consequence  which  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment deduces  from  the  act  which  occurred  in  London,  nor  the  significa- 
tion attached  to  it,  well  founded.  Besides,  it  is  proper  to  note  the  fact, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  importanceof  the  arrangement  of  Londou, 
that  arrangement  took  place  between  Spain  and  Chili,  and  not  between 
Spain  and  Peril;  and  the  Peruvian  government,  however  much  allied 
with  that  of  ChiU  in  the  contest  with  Spain,  could  not  invoke  in  its  favor 
a  special  agreement  made  with  another  state. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that  although  Spain,  through  the 
eflfect  of  its  sincere  desire  for  peace,  has  suspended  active  hostilities,  she 
still  finds  herself  in  a  state  of  war,  and  can  do  no  less  than  maintain  the 
rights  which  correspond  with  such  condition  according  to  the  laws  of 
nations  whilst  that  state  continues  to  subsist,  and  a  solution  satisfactory 
to  both  belligerent  parties  is  not  reached. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  connection  with  this  question, 
discusses  in  his  note  a  grave  matter  which  the  undersigned  can  do  no 
less  than  notice.  The  honorable  Secretary  states  that  because  of  the 
interference  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  question  of  the 
monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota,  the  President  may  not  deem  the  occasion 
opportune  for  decidiug  whether  the  war  between  Spain  and  the  allied 
republics  has  or  has  not  practically  come  to  an  end;  but  considers  that 
it  is  nearly  time  to  decide  upon  this,  and  the  more  so.  that  he  recognizes 
the  difiiculties  which  that  solution  presents.  He  adds  that  iuasmuch  as 
a  state  of  war  may  be  established  without  a  previous  declaration,  so  also 
may  a  state  of  peace  be  re-established  without  an  express  treaty;  and, 
as  it  has  not  as  yet  been  settle<f  how  much  time  must  elai)se  from  the 
suspension  of  hostilities  until  peace  may  be  presumed  to  be  reestab- 
lished,  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  ^iew  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 
each  case;  and  concludes  by  declaring  that  the  United  States  when  they 
consider  themselves  obliged  to  determine  whether  war  still  exists  between 
Spain  and  Peru,  or  has  come  to  an  end,  such  will  be  reached  after  having 
carefully  examined  the  facts,  and  given  due  consideration  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  parties  interested. 

•The  undersigned  cannot  assent  entirely  to  the  preceding  assertions, 
but  will  confine  himself  to  observing  only  that  the  state  of  war  and  state 
of  peace  between  two  nations,  first  of  all,  and  beyond  all,  are  facts  which 
depend  upon  the  will  of  the  parties  interested,  it  belonging  to  them  to 
decide  by  common  accord  what  is  the  state  in  which  they  find  themselves, 
and  what  the  character  of  their  respective  relations. 

As  for  the  determinations  which  the  United  States  may  believe  them- 
selves to  be  obliged  to  adopt  under  given  circumstances,  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  especially  the  honorable  Secreta;-y  of  State,  on 
whom  this  matter  is  incumbent,  has  too  much  enlightenment  and  upright- 
ness to  separate  himself  in  these  matters  from  the  recognized  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations  and  international  usages,  and  thus  he  dis])oses  of 
the  finale  of  the  note  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State.  Besides,  the 
govemment  of  the  United  States  holding  on  the  present  occasion  the 
character  of  mediator,  in  vii  tue  of  the  acceptance  of  its  good  offices  on 
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the  part  of  Spain,  the  undersigned  cannot  for  a  moment  doabt  that  while 
it  holds  that  trast  it  wiU  respond  with  its  aQCUstomed  loyalty  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Spanish  government. 

In  the  last  place  the  Secretary  of  State  informs  the  undersigned  that 
by  reason  of  the  above-mentioned  intervention  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
seatatives  about  the  sale  and  departure  of  the  monitors,  orders  were 
di^^tched  by  the  President  that  clearances  should  not  be  given  to  them, 
nor  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  sea,  and  that  in  consequence 
the  vessels  are  detained,  and  will  so  continue  temporarily.  The  under- 
signed, as  is  Just,  appreciates  the  issuance  of  such  orders,  and  must 
hope  that,  the  detention  of  the  vessels  being  found  just  in  itself  by  tne 
provisions  of  the  law  of  neutrality,  and  the  prescriptions  of  international 
hiw,  such  detention  will  not  cease  until  the  state  of  war  ceases.  As  for 
what  the  government  of  Peru  may  have  offered  to  that  of  the  United 
States  as  security  that  the  monitors  shall  not  be  employed  in  hostilities 
against  Spain,  the  undersigned  will  make  no  reply,  not  having  any  cause 
to  doubt  the  sincerity  and  good  faith  of  such  offers;  but  that  circum- 
stance cannot  discharge  him  from  his  duty  of  making  just  reclamations. 

The  undersigned  recapitulates  the  contents  of  the  present  note  by 
stating  that  Spain  is  disposed  to  re-establish  honorably  her  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  allied  republics,  and  therefore  desires  to  return  to  the  state 
of  peace,  but  that  unfortunately  she  now  still  finds  herself  in  a  state  of 
war;  that  neither  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  nor  the  concerted  depart- 
ure of  the  Spanish  and  Chilian  vessels  from  London,  change  or  alter  the 
existing  status. 

That  the  determination  of  said  state  of  war  cannot  be  brought  about 
except  by  the  declaration  of  the  interested  belligerent  parties. 

That  the  state  of  war  existing,  Spain  can  do  no  less  than  maintain 
the  rights  which  belong  to  her,  and  reclaim  their  observance  by  neutral 
governments. 

That  in  addressing  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  com- 
bines the  character  of  neutral  with  that  of  mediator,  Spain  finds  herself 
assisted  by  a  double  right  to  request  the  detention  of  the  monitors 
Catawba  and  Oneota  belonging  to  Peru. 

And,  in  conclusion,  that  he  hopes  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  as  friend  and  neutral,  will  continue  to  cause  to  be  respected  the 
right  and  the  laws  of  neutrality;  and  that  as  mediator  it  may  succeed 
in  obtaining  a  solution  honorable  to  the  contending  parties,  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  interests  of  all  nations. 

The  undersigned  reiterates  again  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

FACUNDO  G05tl. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Oani  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washingtony  November  24,  18G8. 

At  one  of  the  latest  conferences  in  relation  to  the  monitors  Catawba 
and  Oneota,  purchased  for  the  government  of  Peru,  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  after  again  presenting  some  obser- 
vations expressed  in  his  note  of  the  9th  of  July  referring  to  this  matter, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


38  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

was  pleased  to  make  manifest  to  the  undersigned  tbat  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment could,  without  obstacle  of  any  kind,  consent  to  the  departure 
of  those  vessels  in  consideration  of  two  special  circumstances,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  complete  peace  existing  in  fact  between  Spain  and  Peru, 
and  this  peace  in  fact  being  very  shortly  to  be  converted  into  peace 
according  to  law,  as  recent  communications  received  at  the  Department 
of  State  demonstrate,  and  especially  the  protocol  of  the  conference 
which,  on  the  first  day  of  September  last,  was  observed  in  Lima  by  the 
representatives  of  the  four  allied  republics,  in  view  of  so  near  and  pro- 
bable an  event,  the  acquiescence  of  the  Spanish  government  would  be 
justifiable  in  respect  of  the  immediate  departure  of  the  monitors,  which 
need  to  avail  themselves  of  the  fair  weather  of  the  southern  hemisphere, 
and  would  moreover  signify  a  deference,  very  remarkable  and  worthy 
of  esteem. 

2d.  That  this  government  having  assurance  that  the  monitors  are  not 
to  exercise  any  hostilities  against  Spain,  not  only  because  of  the  dispo- 
sition which  animates  the  government  of  Peru,  but  also  because  the 
minister  of  that  republic  has  made  so  solemn  promise  thereof,  as  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  has  been  pleased  to  assure  the  undersigned 
in  the  said  note  of  the  9th  of  July,  that  Spain  cannot  entertain,  in  this 
respect,  the  least  reason  for  withdrawal  or  apprehension. 

In  consequence  of  the  precedent  manifestation  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  undersigned  finds  himself  fully  authorized  to  declare  that  the 
present  government  of  Spain,  desirous,  as  the  representative  of  the  new 
political  situation  created  in  that  country,  to  give  proof  of  its  friendly, 
attitude  towards  the  Hispano- American  republics  of  the  Pacific  ceases 
to  oppose  the  departure  to  sea  of  the  monitors  Catawba  and  Oneota, 
hoping  only  that  the  honoral)le  Secretary  of  State  will  please  to  assure 
him,  in  conformity  with  the  ofters  made  by  the  minister  of  Peru,  that  the 
said  vessels  will  not  attempt  to  commit  any  act  offenaive  to  Spanish 
interests  during  their  voyage  to  the  Pacific. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  communicate  the  foregoing  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  awaiting  reply 
to  the  present  note,  avails  of  this  fresh  occasion  to  reiterate  the  assur- 
ance of  his  highest  consideration. 

FACUNDO  GOSfL 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <£c,  etc.,  <fce. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Qoni. 

Department  of  State, 

WaahingtQn^  November  30,  1868. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  24th  instant  has  been  received  with  high  sat- 
isfaction. 

I  give  you  herewith,  and  with  the  assent  of  Senor  Garcia  y  Garcia, 
minister  of  Peru,  extracts  from  two  notes  which  have  been  received 
from  that  distinguished  gentleman,  relating  to  the  proposed  departure 
of  the  Oneota  and  Catawba  for  a  Peruvian  port.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  add  that  this  government  reposes  entire  confidence  in  the  fulfillment 
of  the  assurances  on  that  subject  which  api>ear  in  those  notes. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  sir,  to  oflter  to  you  assurances  of  my 
very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Seiior  Don  Facundo  Go!5fi,  c6c.,  cfec,  &c. 
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Mr,  Garcia  to  Mr,  Seward, 
fXranalatioiL— Extract.] 

Clarendon  Hotel,  New  Torky  May  8, 1868. 
gm:         •••••••••** 

Ifi  in  Older  to  your  acceding  to  the  intimation  I  have  hinted  at,  it  were  necessary  to 
promise  positively  that  the  vessels  which  go  from  the  United  States  shall  proceed  on 
the  route  to  Pern  without  attacking  or  provoking  attacks  from  other  nations,  without 
any  exception,  nor  to  cause  injury  nor  to  offer  threats  to  their  possessions,  I  hold  in 
}Aedge  to  the  United  States  the  honor  of  the  Peruvian  government  from  this  moment. 

1  avail  myself,  with  satisfaction,  of  this  o^>portunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the 
awonnces  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  with  which  I  subscribe  myself  your  very  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOSE  ANTONIO  O.  T  GARCIA. 

His  Excellency  WnxiAM  H-  Sewabd,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c,  Washington, 


Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Translation.— Extraetl 

Clarendon  Hotel,  New  Yorky  July  28, 1868. 
Sib:  •••♦•*••••* 

The  fore^ing  would  undoubtedly  suffice  for  the  end  in  view  when  addressing  an 
upright  and  enlightened  j^ovemment,  such  as  that  of  your  Excellency's ;  but  the  gov- 
enunent  of  Peru  voluntarily  and  deliberately  desires  to  offer  to  yours  the  most  perfect 
security  as  to  the  rectitude  of  its  intentions  in  sending  those  vessels  to  the  coasts  of  the 
iqrablie,  and  for  that  purpose  has  instructed  me  to  reiterate,  expressly  in  its  name,  to 
the  United  States  government,  the  formal  promise  that  the  monitors  will  leave  for  the 
Pacific  without  attacking,  or  in  any  way  molesting,  any  vessels  or  possessions  of  Spain, 
and  without  committiiig  any  act  of  hostility,  directly  or  indirectly,  against  the  flag  of 
tliai  nation,  either  at  sea  or  on  land,  to  which  they^nay  not  be  provoked.  The  honor 
of  the  Peruvian  government,  I  a^ain  repeat  on  this  occasion,  guarantees  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  strict  mlfillment  of  this  solemn  promise. 

I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOSE  ANTONIO  G.  Y  GARCLL 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  Washington, 
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PRUSSIA. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bancroft. 

No.  31.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  9, 1867. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  20th  of  November,  No.  21. 

It  shows  that  upon  due  consideration  you  have  decided  to  recognize 
oflBcially,  not  only  thePrussian  Parliament,  but  also  the  Parliament  of  the 
Uorth  German  United  States,  and  the  collective  German  Customs  and 
Commerce  Union,  upon  the  ground  that  by  the  paramount  constitution  of 
the  North  German  United  States,  the  King  of  Prussia,  to  whom  you 
were  accredited,  is  at  the  head  of  those  several  organizations  or  institu- 
tions.   This  decision  is  entirely  approved. 

I  have  taken  care  to  promulgate  the  description  of  the  national  flag  of 
the  North  German  United  States.    Its  presence  in  our  waters  will  be 
.  hailed  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

I  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter  of  the  consular  la^v, 
of  which  you  have  given  me  a  copy. 

I  thank  you  for  your  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  law  concerning  free 
migi*ation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Geobge  Bancroft,  Esq.,  c&c,  <fec.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  December  20, 1867. 

Sir:    .       *    .       ♦  ♦  ♦  •  •  •  It  was 

last  evening  intimated  to  me  informally,  but  very  positively,  by  a  high 
official,  that  the  long- vexed  question  of  military  service  in  reference  to 
naturalized  American  citizens,  should  be  settled  entirely  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. Several  weeks  ago  I  was  assured  in  my  conversations  at  the  Foreign 
Office  that  such  was  its  desire,  but  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  strong 
objections  were  interposed  from  other  quarters ;  and  I  still  postpoiie  a 
formal  report  till  I  learn  definitively  that  the  difficulty  thus  interj>08ed 
has  been  overcome. 

It  is  certainly  the  wish  of  this  government  to  maintain  the  most  Mendly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NORTH   GERMAN   UNION.  41 

lelatioiis  with  the  United  States,  and  public  opinion  is  in  accord  with 
this  policy. 

•  •  •  •  •  ••  •  • 

I  remain;  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEO.  BANCEOFT. 
Hon.  Wn-LiAM  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WasUngUm^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  31.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  21, 1868. 

Sm :  To-day  I  am  able  to  report  to  you  progress  in  the  settlement  of 
the  question  respecting  the  right  of  the  adopted  American  citizen  to 
immnnity  from  military  service  in  Prussia. 

Immediately  after  the  proceedings  of  which  I  gave  an  account  in  my 
No.  9,  letters  of  inquiry  were  sent  to  the  principal  foreign  legations 
of  Prussia.  In  due  time  answers  were  received.  That  from  France  was 
snch  as  I  could  have  wished  on  the  essential  points.  That  from  England 
was  imi)erfect,  its  writer  not  having  been  familiar  with  the  usage  of  the 
British  government  previous  to  the  recent  prohibition  by  law  of  the 
impressment  of  mariners ;  but  as  the  answer  otherwise  had  nothing 
adverse  to  our  wishes,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  while  to  add  any- 
thing to  what  I  had  already  communicated  on  that  subject. 

The  next  step  was  for  the  foreign  department  to  take  the  opinions  of 
the  minister  of  war  and  the  minister  of  inteqpal  affairs.  They  were  both 
adverse.  I  was  told  that  I  might  discuss  the  subject  with  the  ministers 
and  directors  of  those  departments,  and  was  rather  invited  to  do  so. 
An  occasion  offered  of  speaking  with  the  present  head  of  the  war 
department.  His  expressions  of  regard  towards  the  United  States  were 
ail  that  could  be  wished.  He  disclaimed  any  thought  of  holding  an 
adopted  American  citizen  to  service  in  the  Prussian  army;  but  he 
wished  to  leave  the  present  law  unaltered,  that  the  subject  might  be 
under  control.  He  expressed  not  merely  the  willingness  but  the  desire 
that  exemption  should  be  granted  as  each  individual  case  sliould  arise. 

I  spoke  of  these  answers  at  the  foreign  department,  expressing  a 
belief  that  as  the  objections  of  the  war  department  related  chi<ifly  to 
fonn,  they  might  be  overcome ;  and  it  proved  so. 

The  minister  of  the  interior  raised  a  question  of  the  Prussian  consti- 
tution and  the  Prussian  law,  as  being  opposed  to  the  request  of  the 
United  States.  I  thought  it  not  safe  to*discuss  with  a  domestic  minister 
of  state  the  interpretation  of  the'laws  of  his  own  country ;  for  it  would 
Woug  to  him  of  right  to  interpret  those  laws  at  least  for  the  guidance 
of  his  own  government.  My  answer  on  this  point  was,  therefore,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  laws  of  Prussia  they  must  be  considered  as 
final  only  for  Prussians,  and  the  relations  of  a  foreign  power  were  a 
proi)er  subject  for  a  convention.  This  answer  on  my  part  met  with  no 
objection  from  any  quarter. 

Meantime  the  subject  had  been  constantly  brou|ht  before  the  atten- 
tion of  Count  Bismarek  himself,  and  he  became  interested  in  it.  A  new 
law  was  drafted  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  concessions  which 
the  President  deskes,  and  I  was  asked  not  to  urge  the  question  until  that 
(teift  should  be  finished.  The  matter  was  thus  in  the  very  best  way.  On 
the  draft  of  the  new  law  and  before  its  adoption  the  interior  department 
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withdrew  its  objections,  and,  I  believe.  Count  Eulenberg  now  lends  his 
hearty  co-operation  to  the  policy  of  has  colleague.  Nothing  remained 
but  to  get  the  consent  of  the  King,  and  .last  §atui*day  evening  Count 
Bismarck  informed  me  that  he  had  brought  the  subject  before  the  King 
and  that  the  King  had  given  verbally  his  concurrence.  That  assent  will, 
according  to  the  usages  of  this  government,  be  given  formally  in  writing, 
and  then  we  shall  proceed  to  settle  the  convention. 

I  have  thought  that  sufficient  progress  has  been  made  to  justify  this 
report.  At  the  same  time  I  desire  you  and  the  President  not  to  regard 
the  matter  as  settled,  until  the  convention,  in  all  its  details,  shall  be  for- 
mally agreed  upon ;  and  in  the  meantime  I  would  request  that  this  dis- 
patch be  kept  from  the  press,  though  there  is  no  reason  why  the  sub- 
stance of  it  should  not  be  made  known  to  any  one  whom  you  may  judge 
entitled  to  the  communication. 

I  remain,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

GEO.  BAKCKOFT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Fo.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  23, 1868. 
Sm:  #  •  •  •  • 

Count  Bismarck  informs  me  that  the  British  government  has  inquired 
of  him  as  to  the  answer  the  Prussian  government  would  make  to  the 
American  government  on  the  subject  of  naturalization.  In  reply  he 
informed  them  of  the  intention  of  this  government  to  come  t'C^n  under- 
standing with  that  of  America,  according  to  its  request.  The  remarks 
of  Count  Bismarck  implied  that  the  British  government  is  inclined  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  Prussian,  and  that  the  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion here  will  be  virtually  a  settlement  for  Great  Britain. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  business  to  a  settlement  there  is  need  of 
great  patience,  as  the  several  departments  interested  in  the  measure 
have  to  be  consulted  and  to  propose  their  difficulties  and  desired  modifi- 
cations.   Some  time  must  therefore  pass  away  before  the  negotiations 

can  be  closed. 

•  ••••• 

A  few  days  ago,  a  gentleman  holding  a  subordinate  office  in  the  Prus- 
sian province  of  Westphalia  called  on  me  to  inquire  if  I  would  approve 
or  consent  that  a  benevolent  society  for  prisoners  should  continue  to 
make  shipments  to  the  United  States  from  the  prisons  of  Westphalia. 
I  put  to  him  some  questions  and  drew  out  of  him  that  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  make  a  general  jail  delivery  of  culprits  and  worthless 
persons  and  ship  them  to  New  York.  The  system  was  so  thoroughly 
organized  that  arrangements  were  made  with  railroads  for  sending  them 
into  the  interior,  and  with  agents  at  several  stations  for  receiving  and 
distributing  them ;  \hat  the  business  had  been  interfered  with  by  some 
recently  enacted  law,  of  which  he  could  not  give  Ae  any  particulars,  and 
that  now  the  society  to  which  he  belonged,  renouncing  the  practice  of 
exporting  condemned  criminals,  asked  leave  to  send  at  least  such  per- 
sons as  were  imprisoned,  not  for  crimes,  but  as  vagabonds.  Now  by  the 
Prussian  law  a  vagabond  is  a  man  who  has  no  occupation  and  no  desire 
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to  be  oceapied.  My  answers  were  of  course  of  such  a  nature  as  to  put 
Mm  ou  his  defense.  *  He  said  his  motives  were  those  of  a  philanthropist ; 
that  the  superior  officer  in  the  department  in  which  he  was  employed 
knew  nothing  of  his  application  to  me ;  that  what  had  been  done  in 
Westphalia  in  shipments  of  prisoners  to  America  was  a  tritie  compared 
to  what  had  been  done  in  Bavaria ;  that  in  Bavaria  the  business  had 
been  carried  on  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  I  can  think  of  no  surer  way 
of  repressing  the  evil  than  by  instructions  from  the  department  to  the 
consuls  at  the  several  ports. 

The  state  of  the  Danish  question  remains  unchanged.  Denmark  will 
have  nothing  less  than  the  island  of  Alsen  and  a  good  military  frontier. 
This  Prussia  refuses,  and  Denmark  will  wait  in  the  hope  that  a  general 
war  may  supiK>rt  her  demands.  Meantime,  Prussia  remains  in  posses- 
sion of  all  North  Schleswig  and  treats  it  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  whole  influence  of  this  government  is  exerted  to  maintain  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  its  policy  meets  with  the  success  which  my  reports 
may  have  led  you  to  expect.  Noth withstanding  the  clamor  that  has 
been  raised,  France  has  no  desire  of  a  war  with  North  Germany,  and 
Austria  already  begins  to  adopt  the  inevitable  policy  of  abandoning  the 
struggle  for  influence  in  Germany  and  of  cultivating  the  friendship  of 
Prussia. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statdy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

1^0. 36.]  »  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  January  27, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  informed  the  department  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
risk  success  in  settling  the  question  of  military  service  by  embarrassing 
it  with  anything  else.  Nor  have  I  thought  it  proper  officially  to  ask  this 
fTovemment  to  connect  any  other  subject  with  the  special  one  in  view. 
But  there  are  two  questions  that  somewhat  engage  public  attention  here 
and  I  should  like  an  instruction  from  the  department  how  to  BX3eak  about 
them  to  this  government. 

Ist  This  country  has  not  yet  freed  itself  completely  from  the  medie- 
val restrictions  on  trade.  Germans  may  go  to  America  and  open  a  shop ; 
an  American  coming  here  could  only  open  a  shop  on  sufferance  or  by 
special  permission.  Is  it  not  best,  if  occasion  offers,  to  propose  perfect 
reciprocity  in  this  respect!  and  should  the  perfect  reciprocity  extend  to 
the  right  of  holding  real  estate,  at  least  so  far  as  it  is  required  for  the 
trade  or  pursuit  of  the  American  emigrating  to  Germany  or  the  German 
emigrating  to  America  ! 

2d.  In  our  first  treaty  with  Prussia,  Franklin  introduced  a  clause 
against  privateering,  and  after  about  70  years  all  the  great  powers  of 
Eiiroi)e^  April  16, 1856,  accepted  it.  Mr.  Marcy  offered  the  adhesion  of 
the  United  States  if  England  would  go  fiirther  and  agree  not  to  employ 
its  countless  vessels  or  war  virtually  as  privateers  against  our  commerce. 

I  think  it  not  improbable  that  this  government,  which  adopts  the  prin- 
ple  laid  down  by  Mr.  Marcy,  might  admit  a  formal  recognition  of  it.  I 
should  like  to  have  the  President's  views  on  this  point :  whether  su9  be- 
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tween  l^orth  Germany  and  ourselves  the  rule  may  be  inviolability  ot 
private  persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas,  subject  only  to  the  neces- 
sities of  war. 

My  own  judgment  is  in  favor  of  both  these  suggestions,  especially  the 
second  one ;  it  would  bind  us  towards  no  nation  but  North  Germany, 
and  would  be  for  our  republic  a  recognition  of  the  highest  principle  of 
civilization  of  our  time.  I  am  certain  that  the  suggestion  would  be  rel- 
ished  here,  and,  as  yet,  no  decisive  objection  has  occurred  to  me  in  the 
way  of  its  adoption.  On  all  questions  of  maritime  law  and  neutrality 
the  interests  of  North  Germany  and  America  are  identical. 
I  remain  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEOEGE  BANOEOFT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wdshington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bancroft. 

No.  41.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  February  13, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  January,  No.  33,  has  been  received. 
I  thank  you  for  your  attention  manifested  in  informing  me  what  has 
passed  between  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia  con- 
cerning the  question  on  the  naturalization  laws  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  those  two  governments  respectively.  I  have  inform- 
ally suggested  to  the  British  minister  here,  that  a  proceeding  in  a  form 
of  mutual  or  common  legislation  in  the  two  countries  woidd  be  more 
simple  and  probably  easier  than  formal  negotiations,  inasmuch  as  there 
are  so  many  other  questions  which  urgently  require  settlement  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  besides  that  of  the  conflicting 
naturalization  laws.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  speak  in  the 
same  sense  to  the  British  ambassador  at  Berlin. 
I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (fee.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  41.]  LEpATio]jr  OF  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  February  14,  1S68. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  an  official  meeting  with  Mr.  Konig,  who  has  re- 
ceived full  powers  to  settle  with  me  the  questions  relating  to  the  natu- 
ralization of  Germans  in  America. 

1  proposed  to  hip*  these  terms : 

1st.  Germans  and  Americans  may  reeiprocally  emigrate. 

2d.  Naturalization  after  a  five  years'  residence  changes  nationality  and 
releases  from  militury  duty. 

3(1.  Naturalization  till  after  a  residence  of  five  years  shall  not  be  bind- 
ing on  the  ori^nal  country.  ♦ 

4th.  Naturalization  shall  not  be  an  excuse  for  desertion  from  military 
service  actually  entered  upon,  but  shall  free  from  all  liabilities  for  event- 
ual service  not  due  at  the  time  of  emigration. 

5th.  A  naturalized  citizen  returning  to  his  native  coimtry  with  intent 
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to  resume  his  domicile  therein  and  proving  his  intention  by  a  continuous 
residence  of ,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  interposition  respect- 
ively of  the  United  States  and  of  !North  Germany. 

Mr.  Konig  received  the  proposals  with  general  assent,  and  in  return 
offered  to  send  me  a  draft  of  a  treaty.  This  offer  I  the  more  cheerfully 
accepted,  as  up  to  this  time  I  had  had  nothing  from  the  department  in  writ- 
ing. In  the  evening  I  received  the  draft.  Mr.  Konig  appears  to  me  to 
have  impairfid  the  clearness  of  the  paper  by  a  desire,  as  far  as  he  could,  to 
avoid  a  glaring  conflict  with  ancient  laws ;  but  in  substance  his  project 
seems  to  me  to  offer  a  basis  for  the  settlement  of  the  questions  in  dis- 
cussion. The  right  of  expatriation  is  conceded.  The  Prussian  law  would, 
wish  American  citizenship  not  to  be  obtainable  by  a  Prussian  except 
after  a  ten  years  absence ;  but  Count  Bismarck  will  accept  our  American 
rule  of  five  years'  continuous  residence,  as  it  has  been  established  by  law 
since  1795. 

The  second  section  may  need  explanation.  Mr.  K5nig  remarked  that 
he  wished  to  meet  the  case  of  the  fugitive  from  justice,  who,  if  he  chanced 
to  get  naturalized  in  America,  could  not  be  demanded  under  the  extra- 
dition treaty,  and  who  must  remain  liable  for  his  old  offenses  if  he  should 
return  to  Germany. 

The  third  section  explains  itself  and  has  no  obscurity.    Tlie  fourth  is 
right  in  principle.    If  a  naturalized  German  turns  his  back  on  America 
aud  makes  Germany  once  more  his  permanent  domicile,  he  should  submit 
to  the  laws  of  the  country  of  his  choice.        •        »        •        •        ♦ 
I  remain,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

GEORGE  BAI^CEOFT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  B.  C. 


•  Privy  CkfUHcillor  Konig  to  Mr,  Bancroft, 

[Tnuulation.] 

I  hare  the  honor,  in  pnrsnance  of  our  understanding,  to  transmit  respectfully  to  your 
excellency  the  inclosed  project  for  a  treaty. 

I  beg  you  to  consider  this  project  as  a  suggestion  merely,  not  binding,  as  I  have  not 
Tpt  Hubmitted  it  to  Count  Bismarck,  and  have  received  as  yet  no  instructions  resjwct- 
ine  it. 
With  sentiments  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration, 
You  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

KONIG. 
Berlin,  February  13,  186a 


[TransUtion.] 

1.  Members  of  the  North  Gorman  Union  who  acquire  the  right  of  citizenship  in  the 
Viiited  States  of  America  shall,  in  their  relation  to  the  North  German  Union,  and  cit- 
KM  of  the  United  States  of  America  who  acquire  membership  in  the  territory  of  the 
Xorth  German  Union  shall,  in  their  relation  to  the  United  States  of  America,  enjoy  the 
^1  operation  of  their  naturalization  only  after  an  uninterrupte<l  residence  of  live  years 
in  the  country  in  which  they  are  naturalized ;  so  that  a  German  naturalized  in  America, 
vlio,  before  completion  of  his  five  years'  residence  there,  returns  to  the  territory  of  the 
North  German  Union,  can  be  required  to  discharge  all  the  public  duties  which  the  laws 
of  the  same  impose  upon  him,  without  an^  objection  thereto  being  made  by  the  gov- 
emment  of  the  United  Sta#s ;  while  in  like  manner  an  American  naturalized  within 
tile  territory  of  the  North  German  Union,  who,  before  completicm  of  bis  five  years' 
it*iclence  there,  returns  to  the  United  Stati»s,  can  bo  required  to  discharge  all  the  pub- 
lic duties  which  the  laws  of  the  same  impose  upon  him,  without  objection  thereto  being 
suMie  by  the  said  Union. 
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The  mere  declaration  of  the  citizens  and  members  of  the  one  country,  of  a  wifth  to 
become  respectively  citizens  or  members  of  the  other,  has  not  the  effect  of  naturaliza- 
tion. 

2.  Naturalization  in  the  territory  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  does  not  prevent 
the  person  naturalized  from  being,  upon  his  return  to  the  territory  of  the  other,  subject 
to  trial  and  punishment  on  account  of  any  punishable  acts  committed  before  emigra- 
tion. 

3.  The  terms  of  the  present  treaty  do  not  affect  the  agreements  in  Article  3  of  the 
convention  of  June  16,  1852,  between  Prussia  and  other  states  of  the  German  Union  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  other,  concerning  the  delivery 
up  in  certain  cases  of  criminals  fugitive  from  justice.  The  said  treaty  wul  hereafter  be 
applicable  to  all  Stat-es  of  the  North  German  Union. 

4.  If  a  German,  naturalized  in  America  returns  to  the  territory  of  the  North  German 
Union  and  settles  there  permanently,  he  shall  have  no  claim  upon  the  protection  of  the 
g:ovemment  of  the  United  States.  In  like  manner  an  American,  naturalized  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  North  German  Union,  who  returns  to  the  United  States  and  permanently 
settles  there,  shall  have  no  claim  upon  the  protection  of  the  North  German  Union. 

The  intention  to  tiike  up  a  permanent  residence  shall  [soil]  be  regarded  as  existing 
when  the  person  naturalized  resides  for  more  than  two  years  within  the  territory  of  the 
other  party. 

5.  The  present  treaty  goes  into  effect .  and  continues  in  force  till .   If 

neither  party  gives  notice  to  the  other  six  mouths  before  of  its  int*«nt  to  terminate 
the  same,  it  shall  continue  in  force  until  twelve  months  after  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  give  notice  to  the  other^  of  such  intention. 

6.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the  name  of  the 
North  German  Union,  with  the  consent  of  the  council  of  the  Union  and  the  approval  of 
the  imperial  Diet,  and  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  consent 

of  the  Senate ;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  Berlin  within months 

of  the  present  date. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bancroft. 

If 0.  45.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  19,  1868. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatcli  of  the  26tb  of  January,  No.  36,  has  been  received. 
You  mention  two  questions  which  somewhat  engage  the  public  attention 
in  Germany,  and  ask  instruction  of  the  department  how  to  speak  about 
them  to  the  government  of  North  Germany. 

The  first  of  these  questions  is,  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  secure 
perfect  reciprocity  in  regard  to  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  trade  by  the 
citizejis  or  subjects  of  the  one  country  in  the  other  country ;  such  reci- 
procity to  extend  to  the  right  of  holding  real  estate,  at  least  so  far  as 
required  for  the  trade  or  pursuit  of  the  American  emigrant  to  Germany 
or  the  German  emigrant  to  America.  The  second  of  these  questions  is, 
whether  it  is  practicable  and  expedient  to  stipulate  with  North  Germany 
for  the  inviolability  of  private  persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas, 
subject  only  to  the  necessities  of  war.  You  remark  that  yoiur  judgment 
is  in  favor  of  both  these  suggestions,  especially  the  second  one.  I  further 
take  notice  that  you  do  not  propose  to  connect  either  of  these  questions, 
or  any  other,  with  that  of  naturalization,  which  subject  we  have  now 
specially  in  view  in  our  negotiations  with  the  North  German  govern- 
ment. 

The  President  has  submitted  to  me  a  private  letter  which  you  have 
written  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  second  question. 

In  regard  to  the  first  questipn,  namely,  reciprocity  for  persons  concerned 
in  trade  in  acquiring,  holding,  and  transferring  real  estate,  my  personal 
opinion  is  in  favor  of  such  a  reciprocity  as  is  suggested.  The  subject^ 
however,  is  one  which  is  beset  with  grave  difficulties.  The  regulation 
of  the  right  to  acquire,  to  hold,  and  alienate  real  estate  in  the  United 
States  has  always  been  held  to  fall  exclusively  within  the  province  of 
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State  legislation,  and  not  within  the  province  of  federal  legislation.  It 
is  by  no  means  settled  how  far  the  federal  government  can  enter  into 
conventions  with  foreign  nations  affecting  individual  rights  over  real 
estate  in  the  several  States.  Different  States  cherish  and  maintain  quite 
different  policies,  and  there  are  many  conflicts  of  laws  between  the  States 
in  regard  to  guarantees,  alienations,  and  remedies.  There  results  from  this 
conflict  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  many  senators  to  negotiate  con- 
cerning real  estate  tenures,  and  this  unwillingness  renders  it  difficult  to 
obtain  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  in  support  of  any  treaty  which  involves 
stipulations  concerning  tenure,  inheritance,  or  disposition  of  real  estate, 
A  considerable  service  in  the  Senate  has  made  me  familiarly  acquainted 
with  this  diflSculty.  I  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  inquire  concerning 
the  amount  of  favor  such  a  proposition  as  the  one  under  immediate  con- 
sideration might  be  expected  to  obtain  in  the  Senate. 

I  shall  afterwards  be  able  to  give  you  the  President's  instruction  on 
the  subject. 

In  relation  to  the  second  qnestioji,  very  conflicting  opinioirs  have  always 
been,  and  still  are,  entertained  in  the  United  States.  Thoughtful  and 
hopeful  minds  generally  favor  the  proposition  to  exempt  private  persons 
and  proi)erty  on  the  high  seas  from  the  i&flictions  of  war.  So  fa?  as  I 
have  learned,  this  opinion  has,  however,  been  by  no  means  universally 
accepted.  There  is  a  large  class  of  persons  who  habitually  regard  foreign 
war  as  always  a  probable  contingency,  besides  many  who  are  continually 
expecting  a  conflict  with  some  particular  State  or  States.  These  persons 
regard  privateering  not  only  as  the  strongest  arm  of  naval  defense,  but 
as  one  which  the  United  States  could  use  with  greater  advantage  than 
any  foreign  enemy.  These  persons  are  so  jealous  on  the  subject  of 
privateering  that  they  are  always  unwilling  to  consent  to  waive  the 
rights  in  any  one  treaty  for  fear  that  the  treaty  may  become  a  precedeni; 
for  the  entire  abandonment  of  that  form  of  public  war.  Certainly  this 
latter  class  very  strongly  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  x)eriod  of  our 
ci\-il  war.  I  have  not  recently  made  any  careful  inquiry  to  ascertain  how 
far  that  popular  sentiment  has  been  modified  by  the  return  of  peace. 

I  will,  however,  on  this  question,  as  on  the  other,  make  diligent 
observations,  and  I  will  then  communicate  such  decision  as  the  Presi- 
dent shall  see  fit  to  adopt. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  connect  either  of  these 
two  questions  with  the  negotiations  now  happily  on  foot  concerning  natu- 
rahzation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  dr.,  <fec.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

^0. 44.]  LEaA»rioN  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  February  22,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  hold  it  of  good  augury  that  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  North  Germany  respecting  the  effect  of  naturalization  has 
been  signed  on  Washington's  birthday. 

Immediately  upon  entering  ui)on  my  office  I  gave  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, respecting  which  your  instructions  were  so  full  as  to  leave  nothing 
to  desire. 
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I  was  met  in  the  most  friendly  spirits  If  we  had  followed  the  stand- 
ard books  on  international  law  we  could  have  come  to  no  result,  for  they 
fail  in  the  great  point  of  the  right  of  the  naturalized  citizen  to  maintain 
his  new  citizenship  in  his  old  country.  The  opinions  of  the  lawyers  of 
the  United  States  are,  as  you  so  well  know,  in  conflict  with  each  other. 
The  laws  in  Prussia  and  in  the  United  States,  interj^reted  according  to 
the  letter,  were  also  in  conflict.  To  succeed,  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  principles  underlying  the  laws  of  the  two  countries ;  and  here 
there  was  found  to  be  a  remarkable  harmony.  The  disposition  of  the 
foreign  department  to  comply  with  our  wishes  was  made  known  to  me 
by  Messrs.  Van  Philipsborn  and  Konig,  in  my  interview  with  them  on 
the  18th  day  of  September  last. 

Nothing  then  remained  but  to  remove  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
previous  administrative  system  of  Prussia ;  and  there  ox)uld  have  been 
no  progress,  had  not  the  chiefs  in  the  departments  of  war  and  the  inte- 
rior discussed  the  questions  which  arose  with  a  candid  desire  to  remove 
every  obstacle.  Count  Bismarck  from  Jihe  first  took  a  large  aud  liberal 
view  of  the  case.  But  with,  all  this,  the  difficulties  were  numerous  and 
gi'ave.  I  made  it  my  rule  throjaghout  to  avoid  controversy  and  not  to 
precipitate  a  decision. 

On  the  question  of  the  right  of  expatriation  there  arose  no  discussion. 
It  is  recognized  by  the  laws  of  both  countries. 

On  the  question  of  residence  as  a  condition  of  naturalization  which 
the  mother  country  should  respect,  there  existed  no  difference. 

The  time  of  resilience  was  a  point  of  more  delicacy.  The  Prussian 
law  required  an  absence  of  10  years ;  ours  a  residence  of  five.  With  lib- 
erality and  frankness  Count  Bismarck  declared  himself  willing  to  accept 
the  American  rule,  as  it  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  administration 
of  Washington,  and  had  become  fixed  by  the  usage  of  more  than  three- 
score years  ana  ten. 

Should  the  United  States  see  fit  for  its  own  purposes,  as  lately  in  the 
act  of  July  17,  1862^  to  concede  naturalization  on  a  shorter  residence, 
their  right  to  do  so  is  not  impaired;  but  the  meaning  of  this  treaty  is, 
that  they  will  not  ask  North  Germany  to  recognize  such  naturalization, 
till  the  adopted  citizen  shall  have  comi>leted  the  term  of  residence  now 
required  by  their  normal  law. 

A  question  has  arisen  at  what  time  the  emigrant  shall  be  released 
from  liability  to  military  service,  whether  from  the  moment  of  his  emi- 
gration, or  of  his  naturalization.  The  object  of  this  government  is  a  reaJ, 
permanent,  friendly  adjustment  of  all  questions  that  have  been  raised, 
aud  it  has  therefore  in  the  2d  article  agreed  that  the  emigrant,  on 
his  return,  shall  not  be  called  to  account  for  the  non-performance  of  any 
military  duty  to  which  the  liability  may  arise  subsequent  to  his  emigrar 
tion. 

The  3d  article  establishes  the  principle  that  a  North  German  who,  in 
conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  1st  article,  has  been  received  as  an 
American  citizen,  is  no  longer  liable  to  extradition. 

The  4th  article  is  intended  to  prevent  insincerity  in  the  transfer  of 
allegiance.  A  German  naturalized  in  America  and  returning  to  Ger- 
many for  two  years,  does  not  necessarily  renounce  his  American  citizen- 
ship 5  only  he  may  oe  called  jupon  to  declare  his  purpose  explicitly. 

The  5th  and  6th  articles  require  no  explanation. 

I  trust  the  President  and  Senate  wiU  unanimously  approve  what  I 
have  done,  and  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  herewith  enclosed 
will  be  immediately  returned  for  the  necessary  exchange.  The  result  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  hereditary  disposition  of  this  government^  unal- 
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tered  from  the  days  of  the  great  Frederic  and  Franklin,  to  cherish  the 
liest  relations  with  us;  and  to  the  mutual  desire  that  the  iirst  impoi-tant 
transaction  between  the  United  Stat4»s  of  America  and  the  United 
States  of  North  Germany  may.  bear  indelible  marks  of  a  disposition  to 
i-eeognize  and  perpetuate  the  natural  friendship  of  the  two  countries. 
I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEO.  BANCROFT, 
lion.  William  H.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D,  C, 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Bancroft, 

No.  40.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  18C8, 

Sir:  I  recur  on  this  occasion  to  your  dispatch  No.  30,  and  to  my 
answer  thereto,  No.  45,  of  which  latter  paper  this  dispatch  may  be  con- 
sidered a  supplement.  Inquiry  has  been  made  and  full  consideration 
has  been  bestowed  upon  the  two  subjects  which  you  have  presented,  and 
ui>on  which  the  opinion  of  the  President  was  reserved. 

I  have  now  to  say-,  first,  that  neither  of  those  cpiestions  is  in  any  case 
to  be  connected  with  the  negotiation,  or  with  such  treaty  as  you  maybe 
able  to  make  concerning  the  naturalization  question. 

Secondly,  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  treat  with  the  government  of 
Xorth  Germany  upon  the  first  of  those  reserved  questions  which  con- 
cern the  mutual  freedom  of  trade  upon  the  broad  foundation  which,  in 
your  No.  30,  you  propose  to  adopt. 

In  regard  to  the  second  question  which  concerns  the  inviolability  of 
I»rivate  persons  and  property  in  war,  we  must  still  defer  any  proceeding 
to  commit  this  government,  for  jthe  reason  that  in  the  present  condition 
of  our  relations  with  one  of  the  European  powers,  any  proposition  to  a 
foreign  state  for  the  inviolability  of  private  persons  and  proi)erty  on  the 
high  seas,  could  not  be  exi)ected  to  find  favor  with  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  or  with  the  country.  The  principle  which  Franklin  pro- 
lK)sed  is  widely  cherished,  and  there  exists  an  earnest  desire  among  us 
to  give  it  vitality,  thus  at  once  vindicating  Franklin's  philantliropic 
foresight,  and  securing  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country  a  new  distinc- 
tion for  humanity  and  benevolence. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  President  thinks  that  the  time  has 
liot  arrived,  but  only  that  the  immediate  condition  is  unfavorable. 

Your  private  letter  of  the  7th  of  February  is  received  and  has  been 
submitted  to  the  President. 

The  cable  has  a  statement  that  your  treaty  upon  the  naturalization 
question  is  complete.  I  hope  that  it  may  be  followed  by  prompt  action 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  In  that  case  I  will  again  bring  your  pro- 
position concerning  the  inviolability  of  private  property  in  war  to  the 
consideration  of  the  President  and  his  constitutional  advisers. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

George  BAjfCROFX,  Esq.,  <£t.,  etc.,  iCr.  • 

4dc— VOL.  II     •     • 
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Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  50.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  23,  1868. 
Sir:  The  treaty  between  the  Uuitcd  States  of  America  and  North 
Germany,  reguhiting;  naturalization,  having*  been  hiid  before  the  council 
of  the  Confederation,  was  approved  on  Saturday  last,  the  2l8t  of  this 
month,  without  dissent. 

In  the  speech  with  which  the  King  of  Prussia  this  day  opened  the  Diet 
of  the  Confederation,  he  spoke  of  the  treaty  as  designed  to  check  in  the 
bud  every  germ  of  discord  between  two  nations  closely  bound  together 
by  commercial  interests  and  by  family  ties. 

I  cannot  but  hope  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  treaty  will  have 
been  equally  prompt,  and  marked  by  the  same  friendly  spirit. 

I  repeat  to  you  the  request  that  you  will  send  me  by  telegraph  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  when  made. 
I  remain,  sir,  sincereh^  yours, 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Translaiion  of  extract  respecting  treaty  with  the  United  States, 

A  treaty  wliich  haw  beeu  concluded  with  the  United  States  of  America  is  deeiigiiwl  to  i 

regulate  the  nationality  of  immigrants  to  either  country,  and  tlius  to  remove  from  the  I 

relations  between  two  nations,  closely  related  by  commercial  interests  and  fandly  ties,  I 

the  genu  of  discord.  | 


2£r.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

Xo.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  April  3,  18G8. 

Sir  :  That  no  doubt  might  exist  of  the  correctness  of  my  interpreta- 
tion of  our  treaty  with  North  Germany,  as  communicated  to  you  in  iny 
dispatch  of  February  22,  I  left  a  copy  of  that  dispatch  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  and  no  objection  whatever  was  made  to  its  contents. 

The  report  made  upon  the  treaty  by  the  committee  of  the  North  Ger- 
man Council  was  not  well  digested,  and  was  not  Avholly  free  from 
ambiguity. 

Yesterday  the  treaty  came  up  for  acceptance  in  the  imperial  Diet ; 
Mr.  Konig  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  Count  Bismarck,  took  the  occa- 
sion publicly,  and  in  the  clearest  and  most  emi)hatic  manner,  to  confirm 
.my  interi>retatio'n  of  it  in  every  particular. 

Ex-Consul  Meier,  the  member  from  Bremen,  to  whom  the  president 
of  the  Diet  had  referred  the  treaty,  one  of  the  first  merchants  in  Euroi)e, 
and  well  known  in  America  from  his  long  residence  among  us,  reported 
the  treaty  to  the  Diet  with  the  "full  conviction"  of  its  merits.  He 
declared  his  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  natural  right  of  emigration 
and  change  of  nationality  was  for  the  first  time  made  a  part  of  recog- 
nized international  law  by  North  Germany  and  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Schleiden,  so  well  known  to  you  from  his  long  residence  as  min- 
ister at  Washington,  not  omitting  to  make  some  cavils  at  what  he  called 
'*  small  defects,"  spoke  substantially  and  heartily  for  the  treaty,  and  for 
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the  most  liberal  interpretation  of  its  terms,  describing  it  as  a  great  pro- 
gress in  international  intercourse. 

A  discussion  arose  which  brought  out  a  full  interpretation  of  its  sev- 
eral articles.  Mr.  Konig,  the  plenipotentiary  who  signed  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  North  Germany,  in  explanation  of  the  first  article  said  that 
a  five  years'  continuous  residence  in  America,  and  no  more,  was  all  that 
the  treaty  required  in  regard  to  residence. 

The  chancellor  of  the  Confederation,  Count  Bismarck,  spoke  on  the 
same  point,  declaring  that  the  w^ords  of  the  article  were  too  plain  to  be 
misundersti>od ;  that  the  period  of  five  years  was  to  date  from  the 
looment  when  the  emigrant  sliould  cross  the  Americail  line ;  and  tliat 
the  continuity  of  residence  which  was  reqiured  was  to  be  interpreted, 
**  uicht  in  korperlichem  sonderu  in  juristischem  sinne,"  not  in  a  corporal 
but  in  a  legal  sense. 

The  interpretation  of  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  was  equally 
explicit.  Dr.  Schleiden,  of  the  committee  of  the  Diet,  rei>orted  that  inas- 
much as  the  liability  of  the  naturalized  citizen  on  his  return  to  his  orig- 
inal country  extended  oidy  to  breaches  of  law  committed  be/ore  emigra- 
tion, it  followed  that  any  breach  of  the  law'  which  might  be  committed 
by  emigration  itself  was  excluded  from  the  class  of  punishable  actions. 
This  view  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Konig,  who  pointed  out  that,  as  the 
emigrant  remained  liable  only  for  acts  committed  be/ore  emigration,  emi- 
gration itself,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  from  military  duty,  could 
not  be  included  among  such  acts.  "  So  then,"  said  Dr.  Lowe,  one  of  the 
ablest  members  of  the  Diet,  and  well  known  as  a  long  and  esteemed  res- 
ident of  New  York,  "  the  hateful  military  business  is  now  put  aside,  and 
tlie  emigrant  on  his  return  is  not  liable  to  arrest  for  the  violation  of  the 
military  duty  from  which  he  had  withdrawn  by  emigration.''  While  he 
fully  accepted  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Konig,  Dr.  Lowe  still  intimated 
a  wish  that  it  might  be  confirmed  by  Count  Bismarck  himself.  The 
chancellor  immediately  Jirose  and  replied  as  follows ; 

The  gentleman  who  has  last  »poken  fears  tliat  a  person  who  has  lived  fiv«  years  in 
AiUfrica  and  been  naturalized  there  may  yet,  on  his  return  here,  be  held  to  rnllitary 
duty.  Tliis  apprehension  I  can  designate  lis  perfectly  and  absolutely  unfounded.  The 
literal  observation  of  the  treaty  includes  in  itself  that  those  whom  we  are  bound  to 
acknowledge  as  American  citizens  cannot  be  held  to  military  duty  in  North  Germany. 
That  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  treaty.  Whosoever  emigrates  bona  Hde  with  the  }nir- 
\Mkiif  of  residing  permanently  in  America,  shall  meet  witli  no  obstacle  on  our  part  to 
bin  becoming  an  American  citizen,  and  his  bona  fiden  will  be  assumed  when  he  shall 
have  pa&sed  five  years  in  that  country,  and,  renouncing  his  North  German  nationality, 
Hhall  have  become  an  American  citizen.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  no  room  has  lieen 
left  open  for  the  anxiety  that  Inw  been  expressed,  and  I  lay  great  stress  upon  here  plac- 
ing the  subject  in  its  true  light. 

Dr.  Lowe  questioned  the  chancellor  on  this  point  once  more,  saying: 
"To  my  joy  I  think  1  may  understand  the  chancellor  to  saj^  that  no  prose- 
cution for  unauthorized  emigration  can  take  place,  even  if  the  emigrant 
shall  have  ceased  to  be  an  American  citizen.''  Count  Bismarck  rejdied, 
*'I  herewith  confirm  the  declaration  which  the  gentleman  desires,  and", 
he  added  jocosely  in  form,  seriously  in  substance,  "I  might  almost 
assert  that'we  ^n^l  treat  the  five  years'  absence  in  America,  when  con- 
nected with  naturalization,  as  a  fulfillment  of  the  military  duty  in  the 
North  German  Confederation." 

The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  came  also  under  consideration.  Mr. 
Lasker,  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  Diet,  inquired  whether  the  Geruian, 
naturalized  in  America  and  returning  to  Gernuiny,  would,  after  a  two 
years'  residence  in  Germany,  be  held  liable  to  military  duty.  The  text 
of  the  treaty,  he  said,  gave  no  color  to  such  an  interpretation,  but  the 
rei)ort  of  the  council  of  the  Confederation  was  ambiguous,  and  therefore 
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he  called  upon  the  chancellor  for  a  nearer  explanation.  In  the  be^n- 
ning  of  the  debate  ex-Consul  JVIeier  had  most  clearly  explained  that  the 
American  law  required  from  the  person  who  becomes  naturalized  a  total 
renunciation  of  his  allegiance  to  any  other  power.  Holding  fast  to  this 
fact,  €ount  Bismarck  replied  that  the  German-American  citizen  on  resum- 
ing his  relations  as  a  citizen  of  Korth  Germany  would,  under  the  treaty, 
stand  in  the  light  of  a  foreigner  emigrating  into  North  Germany;  that 
he  could  not  be  held  to  the  discharge  of  any  old  military  duty,  but  only 
to  such  new  military  duty  as  would  attach  to  every  foreigner  emigrating 
into  North  Germany  and  becoming  naturalized  there. 

The  president  now  put  the  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  whole  Diet,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  Poles,  who  as  it 
seemed  to  me  only  de<;lined  voting,  rose  to  their  feet  with  alacrity.  All 
the  proceedings  were  nuirked  by  the  disposition  to  cherish  the  most 
Iriendly  relations  with  the  United  States. 

I  send  you  herewith  the  debate  as  it  appeared  concisely  in  the  North 
German  General  Gazette  of  last  evening,  and  in  the  National  Gazette 
of  this  morning. 

On  the  fourth  article  I  will  add  a  few  words.  The  American  law  exacts 
from  the  citizen  who  becomes  naturalized  a  perpetual  renunciation,  by 
oath,  of  his  former  nationality.  Hitherto  the  Prussian  government  has 
made  no  formal  recognition  of  our  naturalization  la!ws;  but  now  that  it 
becomes  bound  by  treaty  to  respect  them,  it  could  not  have  restored  the 
returning  Americo  Genua n  to  his  German  citizenship  had  not  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States  to  his  release  from  his  obligation  to  them  been 
given,  as  it  is  given,  by  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty. 
I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely. 


lion.  William  IT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  tState^  Washington,  D.  C. 


GEO.  BANCROFT. 


Mr,  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  52.J  Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

Berlin,  April  21,  1868. 
Sir:  ••♦•  •.•  •• 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  Aegidi  and  several  other  members  of  the  Diet  of 
Noith  Germany  brought  forward  a  i>roposition  to  instruct  the  chancellor 
of  the  North  German  Confederation  (Count  Bismarck)  to  introiluce  into 
treaties  with  friendly  i)owers  the  pi'incii)le  of  the  freedom  of  i)rivate 
proi)eii:y  at  sea  in  time  of  war,  so  that  the  principle  may  become  recog- 
nized as  a  part  of  international  law.  On  Saturday  last  the  final  deliber- 
ation on  the  subject  took  place,  and  the  proposition  which  had  the 
approval  of  the  administration  was  unanimously  or  all  but  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  opinion  here  is  that  the  abandonment  of  privateering  by  imblic 
shii)s  as  well  as  by  private  ones  will  establish  eflfectually  the  freedom  of 
the  seas,  and  put  an  end  to  the  arrogant  supremacy  of  any  one  great 
maritime  power,  and  that  nothing  else  will  do  it  so  effectually.  The 
interests  as  well  as  the  moral  sentiments  of  the  United  States  ai-e  here 
supposed  to  be,  on  this  point,  perfectly  in  accord  with  those  of  North 
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Germany.  Indeed,  tlie  measure  was  adopted  in  the  hope  that  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  with  the  annual  message  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress of  December  4,  1854,  would  readily  meet  North  (Germany  on  the 
broad  ground  of  "proposing,  as  a  rule  of  international  law,  to  exempt 
private  property  upon  the  ocean  from  seizure  by  public  armed  cruisers 
as  well  as  by  privateers."  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  President  will  per- 
mit this  principle  to  stand  as  a  part  of  the  commercial  treaty  with  North 
Genuany. 

The  consular  department  of  North  Germany  has  at  once  assumed  a 
character  of  great  importance.  A  member  of  this  government  on  the 
part  of  the  King  is  now  treating  on  the  subject  with  the  Italian  minis- 
ter here.  I  have  been  invited  to  enter  upon  a  similar  negotiation.  As 
stH)n  as  the  treaty  with  Italy  is  completed,  I  will  send  you  a  copj'  of  it 
and  ask  for  such  instructions  as  may  be  necessary  for  my  guidance. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngtoUy  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

N0.56.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  May  23,  1868. 

Sir:  The  Customs  Parliament  was  closed  to-day  by  the  King  in  per- 
son. Thtf  ceremony,  at  which  I  was  present,  took  place  in  the  usual 
manner  at  the  palace. 

The  result  of  the  Session  has  been  on  the  whole  favorable  to  German 
nnity,  although  no  formal  action  in  that  direction  was  taken  by  it  as  a 
body. 

A  debate,  which  quite  incidentally  arose  on  the  18th,  gave  occasion 
for  several!  warm  expressions  of  national  sentiment,  and  called  forth  some 
effective  words  from  Count  Bismar(;k.  The  enthusiasm  reached  its  cli- 
mux  when  Dr.  Volck,  deputy  from  Bavaria,  closed  an  eloquent  national 
appeal  with  these  words : 

Si>ring  has  come  in  Geniiauy,  and,  though  some  may  yet  for  awhile  throw  snow-baUs 
at  t*acli  otl\er,  that  wiU  not  last  much  longer.  The  advancing  spring  will  insure  that 
material  is  soon  wanting  to  the  snow-hallers. 

The  patriotic  sentiment  aroused  at  this  sitting  was  further  stimulated 
and  strengthened  by  two  entertainments,  given  to  the  parliament  in 
honor  especiallj'  of  the  Southern  German  deputies — one  by  the  bankers 
at  the  exchange,  where  Count  Bismarck  and  Prince  Hohenlohe  made 
si)eeches,  and  one  by  the  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  Berlin  at  the 
Tivoli  garden,  where  Berthold  Auerbach  was  a  principal  speaker.  And 
that  the  southern  members  may  not  fail  to  return  to  their  homes  with 
the  pleasantest  impressions,  the  entire  parliament  and  council  aie,  after 
a  reception  this  evening  by  the  Crown  Prince  in  the  illuminated  grounds 
of  Sans  Souci,  to  proceed  as  guests  of  the  government  by  special  train 
to  Kiel,  on  the  Baltic,  there  to  be  entertiiined  by  the  admiralty  of  the 
!sorth  German  navy. 

Your  dispatches,  to  No.  59  inclusive,  have  been  duly  received. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXAJ^DER  BLISS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^j  Washington,  £>.  C. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bancroft 

'So.  75.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  AuguM  18,  1868. 

Sir  :  On  the  14tli  January  last,  the  consul  general  of  Wiirtemberg, 
at  Xew  York,  presented,  in  behalf  of  his  government,  its  eouiplaiut  of 
the  eonstrnction  i)ut  by  the  Sui)rcme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
Frederickson  vs.  The  State  of  Louisiana,  (23  Howard's  R.,  44G,)  on  the 
3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  April  lUth,  1844,  (8  Stat.,  588.) 

In  the  case  referred  to,  a  native  of  Wtiileniberg  having  been  duly 
naturalized,  and  having  died  in  Louisiana,  bequeathing  legacies  to  kin- 
dred residing  in  Wiirtemberg,  and  subjects  of  its  King,  the  legacies 
were  subjected  to  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent.  This  was  under  a  statute  of 
Louisiana,  which  imposed  that  tax  upon  successions  devolving  on  any 
l)erson  not  domiciled  in  that  State  and  not  being  a  citizen  of  any  other 
State  or  Tenitory  of  the  Union.  The  Supreme  Court  held  that  the 
decedent,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  State^Sj  his  estate  was  not  within 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  which  was  intended  only  to  convey  the 
case  of  a  subject  of  Wiirtemberg  bequeathing  proi>erty  in  this  country, 
or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  dying  and  leaving  property-  in  Wiir- 
temberg. 

The  claim  of  the  government  of  Wiirtemberg  was,  "  that  every  sub- 
ject of  his  Majesty  is  entitled  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with 
an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  if  he  becomes  the  heir,  legatee,  or 
donee  of  a  citizen  of  either  in  respect  to  personal  property  within  the 
United  States."  It  was  stated  that  this  construction  of  the  treaty  is 
applied  by  the  authorities  of  Wiirtemberg  in  exoneration  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  succeed  to  the  property  in  that  kingcrom,  either 
of  its  subjects  or  their  fellow-citizens,  of  the  tax  to  which  they  would 
otherwise  be  sulyect. 

This  government  having  no  power,  as  you  are  aware,  to  act  upon  any 
other  construction  of  the  existing  treaty  than  that  tidopted  by  the  Su- 
I)reme  Court,  signified  to  the  consul  general  of  Wiirtemberg  its  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  new  convention  in  conformity  to  the  interi)retation 
which  his  government  puts  ui>on  that  now  in  force,  and  with  a  proi)osi- 
tion  to  that  effect  which  he  submitted. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1868,  the  consul  general,  by  the  direction  of  his 
government,  withdrew  the  proposition  for  a  new  convention,  and  claimed 
in  it«  behalf  "the  adhesion  of  tlie  government  of  the  United  States  to 
the  interi)retation  of  the  existing  treaty,  by  whigh  the  royal  govern- 
ment have  held  themselves  bound  since  the  compact  was  made,"  and 
requested  "  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  enforce  the 
pert'ormance  of  the  obligations  assumed  on  behalf  of  the  entire  Union, 
in  every  part  of  that  territory  where  their  sovereignty  is  acknowledged, 
and  will  prevent  any  misconstruction  of  its  provisions  by  the  legisla- 
tures or  the  States  of  any  member  of  the  confederacy." 

You  are  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Wiirtemberg  the  views  of  this  government  upon  the  subject.  You 
will  state  that  this  government  cannot  admit,  nor  does  it  perceive,  that 
the  Sui)reme  Court  has  misconstrued  the  existing  treaty.  It  recognizes 
the  truth  that  the  more  liberal  method  of  dealing  with  the  interests  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  property  situated  in  Wiirtemberg, 
which  the  enlightened  government  of  that  kingdom  has  adopted,  is 
accordant  with  the  spirit  of  modern  civilization  and  deser\'es  to  be  re- 
ciprocated.   You  will  explain  that  this  just  reciprocity  can  only  be 
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effected,  so  far  as  this  government  is  concerned,  by  entering:  into  a  con- 
vention by  which  its  terms  shall  be  unmistakably  defined,  thus  being  the 
only  mode  in  which  the  legislative  power  of  the  several  States  in  regard 
to  the  transmission  of  property  in  their  re8i)ective  jurisdictions  can  be 
affected  by  the  action  of  the  federal  authority.  We  renew  the  expres- 
sion of  onr  willingness  to  trea.t  for  that  purpose. 

The  consul  general  desires  to  be  informed  whether  any  other  States 
of  the  Union  have  adopted  statutes  similar  to  that  of  Louisiana,  No 
complaint  has  reachwl  this  government  of  the  legislation  of  any  other 
State  in  the  particular  under  consideration.  Proper  inquiry  will  be 
instituted  if  such  a  complaint  shall  be  presented.  As  there  is  no  obliga- 
tion upon  the  State  authorities  to  report  their  actions  upon  matters 
Trithin  the  sphere  of  their  local  and  domestic  legislation,  it  is  not  re- 
garded as  proi)er  to  institute  an  inquiry  until  some  case  shall  arise 
where  such  legislation  may  be  supposed  to  conflict  with  the  supreme 
obligations  of  the  federal  Constitution  or  the  treaties  made  in  pursuance 
thereof. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  d-c,  ct-c,  d-c. 


.  Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.! 

No.  71.]     ]|  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berliiij  August  25,  1868. 
Sir  :*  ••«•••• 

To-day  I  inclose  to  you  a  circular  of  the  minister  of  justice  of  tlie  5th 
of  July  last,  with  a  translation.  You  will  judge  of  the  beneticent  effect 
of  the  treaty  from  the  fact  that  the  cases  of  those  who  obtain  by  it 
remission  of  penal  sentences  against  them  are  too  numerous  to  be  con- 
sidered one  by  one.  I  add,  also,  the  circular  of  t\\Q  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior of  July  6,  which  proves  to  jou  how  fairly  this  government  proceeds 
iu  executing  the  treaty.  1  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  President, 
as  evidence  of  the  strong  desire  of  the  North  German  Confederation  to 
cultivate  vfith  the  United  States  the  most  friendly  relations.  •  • 
I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

^  GEO.  BANCROFT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  WaBhUigtany  D.  C. 


Circulars  of  the  minister  of  Justice  and  minister  of  the  interior  of  the  North  German  Vnion^  con- 
ceming  the  treaty  between  the  United  State^f  and  that  government  respecting  the  nationality 
of  emigrants,  concluded  on  the  22d  of  February,  1868. 

CIRCULAR  OF  THE  MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE. 

In  conclndiii^  the  treaty  of  the  22d  Fehniary  of  this  year  (Bulletin  of  Laws  of  the 
Confederation,  p.  228)  agreed  upon  between  the  North  Genuau  Union  and  tlie  United 
States  of  America  respecting  the  nationality  of  emigrants,  it  was  the  prevailing  inten- 
tion— 

Tliat,  in  conformity  to  the  second  article  of  that  treaty,  the  punishment  incurred  hy 
imniahable  emigration' is  not  to  be  brouglit  to  executionon  occasion  of  a  return  of  the 
cuiipant  to  his  original  country,  if  the  returning  emigrant  litis  obtained  naturalization 
in  the  other  country  in  conformity  to  the  first  article  of  said  treaty. 
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In  consideration  whereof,  in  every  case  where  lepjaHy  valid  condemnations  of  tbis 
kind  exiwt  against  such  persons,  an  official  reiM»rt  is  to  be  made  to  the  minister  of  jus- 
tice respecting  the  remission  of  the  declared  punishments  and  costs  by  way  of  graci*, 
and,  in  order  to  shorten  and  simplify  the  matter,  these  I'econmiendations  are  to  bt*  con- 
solidated in  a  table  if  the  number  of  cases  is  large  enough  to  justify  a  tabular  form  uf 
rejMirt. 
Bkklin,  July  5, 1868. 

The  minister  of  justice, 

Dr.  LEONHARDT. 
To  all  royal  courts  of  appeal,  to  all  royal  supreme  courts,  and  to  the  state  attoruys 
general  in  Kiel,'Cassel,  Wiesbaden,  and  Frankfurt  a.  m. 


CIKCUL.\K  OF  THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  IXTERIOR. 

In  concluding  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February  of  this  year  (Bulletin  of  Laws  of  th»' 
Confederation,  p.  22^)  between  the  North  German  Union  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  it  was  the  prevailing  intention — 

That,  in  conformity  to  article  2d  of  this  treaty,  the  punishable  acticm  committed  by 
the  unauthorized  emigration  of  a  citizen  of  the  Union  to  the  United  States  of  America 
should  not  be  made  ground  for  a  penal  prosecution  upon  the  return  of  such  jK-rson  to 
his  former  ccmntry  after  absence  oi  not  less  than  five  years,  and  that  the  punishment 
for  such  acti<m,  even  though  already  legally  declared,  should  not  be  cx>usnmmatcd  if 
the  person  has  acquired  in  America  the  right  of  citizenship  in  confonuity  to  article  1 
of  said  treaty. 

The  royal  government  is  therefore  instructed,  in  the  cases  indicated,  to  abstain  from 
recommending  trial  and  punishment,  and  in  general  from  every  kind  of  prosecution, 
whenever  the  person  in  question  is  able  to  prmluco  the  proof  that  he  has  become  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  conformity  with  the  first  clause 
of  article  1. 

The  proi)er  judicial  authorities  will  be  fumislied  by  the  minister  of  justice  with  an 
instinct i(m,  in  all  cases  wherever  h'gal  sentences  of  this  kind  exist,  to  report  officially 
the  remission,  by  way  of  grace,  of  the  declared  2)unishments  and  costs. 

Berlin,  July  6, 18(58. 

*  For  the  minister  of  the  interior, 

SLXZER. 

To  all  the  governments  of  the  monarchy. 

I  send  a  copy  to  your  excellency,  with  the  very  humble  request  that  you  will  at 
once  be  pleased  to  i)fovide  the  bailiwicks  with  the  proper  notice. 

For  the  minister  of  the  interior, 

SULZEK. 
To  the  chief  president  at  Hanover,  and  to  the  iiresidency  of  the  i)olice  here,  a  copy  in 
like  manner  for  their  guidance. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Ba)icro/tT 

No.  83.]  Depart^^ient  of  State,    . 

Waahingtonj  September  14,  18GS. 
Sm :  I  have  just  received  your  (lispat<!h  of  the  25th  of  August,  whicli 
is  accompanied  by  the  circular  letters  of  tlie  minister  of  justice  and  min- 
ister of  the  interior.    These  papers  will  be  immediately  promulgated, 
and  Avill  have  a  very  benign  effect. 

Please  assure  the  government  of  the  iN^orth  German  Union  that  the 
President  highly  appreciates  tliese  new  manifestations  of  good  will  and 
friendship  on  the  part  of  the  North  German  Union. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIA]\i  H.  SEWARD. 
George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  rf-c,  etc.,  d-e. 
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Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr,  Seicarth 

No.  S4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  November  20,  1868. 
Sir  :  The  change  in  title  of  the  Austrian  Emperor  aiid  empire,  of 
which  I  gave  you  notice  in  my  No.  71?,  in  advance  of  all  information  from 
other  quarters,  has  now  been  officially  announced.  The  new  titles  recog- 
nize the  co-ordinate  character  of  Austria  and  Hungary.  Henceforward 
the  Emi)eror*8  title  is,  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of  Bohemia,  &c.,  and 
Aix)stolic  King  of  Hungary.  The  &c.  in  the  title  marks  the  division 
between  Cis-Leithania  and  Trans-Leithania.  The  shorter  title  is  Empe« 
ror  of  Austria  and  Apostolic  King  of  Hungary,  or  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  King,  or  his  Imperial  and  Iloyal  Ai>ostolic  Majesty.  The 
collective  kingdoms  and  lands  are  named,  alternately,  the  Austro-IIun- 
garian  monarchy  and  the  Austro- Hungarian  empire.  Tiiese  names  will 
appear  in  our  naturalization  treaty,  if  we  succeed  in  making  one,  and  I 
have  instituted  such  preliminary  inquiries  as  will  soon  determine  whether 
such  a  treaty  can  be  made. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerelv, 

GEO.  BANCEOFT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  85.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  November  20,  1868. 

Sir:  From  the  time  of  my  arrival  here  I  have  uniformly,  and  on  the 
best  autliority,  assured  you  of  the  sincerity  of  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
of  his  ministers  in  their  desire  of  peace;  and  I  have  also  always  given 
it  as  my  opinion  that  jieace  was  the  choice  of  the  French  people  and  of 
their  EmiK^ror.  There  is  now  a  lull  in  the  rumors  of  war,  and  they  will 
not  very  soon  be  revived;  but  as  the  pacific  intentions  on  the  part  of 
France  are  qualified  by  the  intimation  of  a  i>olicy  hostile  to  any  further 
improvement  of  the  unity  of  the  German  people,  it  can  only  be  said 
that  the  danger  of  war  is  indefinitely  adjourned.  The  interests  of  France 
and  of  Germany,  th^^  interests  of  the  IJnited  States,  and  the  principles 
that  are  dear  to  the  United  States,  are  all  so  involved  in  the  subject, 
that  I  deem  it  pro])er  to  offer  some  remarks  for  your  consideration. 

1.  A  war  undertaken  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  preventing  the 
peaceable  impmvement  of  the  German  constitution  by  the  joint  act  of 
the  German,  governments  and  people,  woidd  be  a  war  of  revolution ;  for 
the  princii)re  that  it  is  the  right  of  a  people  to  reform  their  government 
80  as  to  advance  their  safety  and  happiness  is  now  the  received  imnci- 
ple  of  international  law,  firvst  proclaimed  by  the  United  States,  next  by 
France,  then  by  Great  Britain,  practically  in  its  several  unions  of  its 
kingdoms  and  its  reforms  in  like  manner  by  the  Swiss  Confederation, 
and  now  formally  by  Italy,  Prussia,  and  Spain,  and  practically  by  the 
Austro-Hungarian  monarchy,  A  war  directed  against  that  principle 
could  not  but  convnilse  the  world.  The  claim  of  right  to  forbid  a  govern- 
ment and  i)eople  to  improve  their  i>olitical  condition  is  in  itself  an  act  of 
hostility  to  the  human  race,  and  therefore  must  necessarily  fail;  but  a 
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war  founded  upon  it  would  be  attended  by  incalculable  disasters,  so 
that  to  deprecate  such  a  war  is  a  proof  of  friendship  for  B'rance. 

2.  Should  such  a  war  assume  the  form  of  a  wal*  for  aggrandizement, 
the  war  must  become  a  world-wide  one;  for  all  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  are  pledged  to  the  neutrality  of  Belgium  and  of  Luxembourg,  and 
gave  their  assent  to  the  present  froptier  of  Germany. 

3.  Such  a  war  must  be  accompanied  by  an  abdication  of  the  influence 
of  France  in  the  east,  and  especially  a  renunciation  of  the  results  of  the 
Crimean  war;  for  a  life-and-death  conflict  between  France  and  Germany 
would  leave  to  one  great  power  an  undisputed  control  in  the  southeast 
of  Europe;  a  result  which  no  friend  to  France  would  desire. 

4.  If  in  the  three  points  to  which  I  have  here  directed  your  attention 
the  United  States  have  no  immediate  interest,  it  is  not  so  with  regard  to 
maritime  rights  and  the  lil)erty  of  the  seas,  which  would  be  exposed  to 
violation  in  a  war  that  must  take  the  character  of  a  naval  conflict  on  all 
the  oceans.  Here  the  United  States,  now  one  of  the  great  i>ower8, 
inferior  in  numbers  to  no  European  country  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
east  of  the  Vistula,  and  inferior  to  none  in  wealth  and  resources,  would 
have  a  right  to  be  heard,  and  in  all  probability  the  duty  and  necessity  to 
make  themselves  heard.  It  is  then  an  act  of  friendship  to  France  to 
wish  to  avoid  any  possibility  of  conflict,  in  their  common  interest  as 
defenders  of  maritime  liberty. 

5.  Still  more  would  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  United  States  be 
exposed  to  peril  and  interruption  by  a  war  to  prevent  the  improvement 
of  the  political  institutions  of  Germany.  The  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Germany  is  immeasurably  more  important  to  the 
United  States  than  its  intercourse  with  any  other  continental  power. 
Were  German  emigration  from  the  ports  of  Bremen  and  Hamburg  alone 
to  be  intemipted,  it  would  occasion  a  loss  of  that  which  nourishes  the 
life-blood  of  the  nation.  The  loss,  when  weighed  merely  as  a  diminution 
of  annual  wealth,  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  blows  which  could  be 
inflicted  on  our  prosperity. 

On  these  grounds,  among  others,  I  congratulate  }X)u  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  European  peace,  and  cannot  but  hope  that  under  the  influence 
of  our  example,  and  of  the  priiunple  which,  as  a  imtion,  we  have 
always  professed,  the  right  of  a  people,  especially  in  harmony  with  its 
government,  to  reform  its  institutions,  may  never  be  questioned,  least  of 
all  be  resisted  by  war  or  the  menace  of  war. 
I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bancroft, 

No.  105.]  DEPAIIT3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  December  7,  1868. 
Sie:  Your  dispatch  of  the  20th  November,  No.  85,  has  been  received. 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  having  placed  before  me  in  so  clear  a 
light  the  tendencies  of  existing  European  interests  in  favor  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  between  North  Germany  and  France.  Certainly  all 
friends  of  progress  and  civilization  must  share  with  you  in  depreciiting 
a  conflict  the  mere  apprehension  of  which  has  produced  universal  anxiety 
in  Europe. 
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The  procrastination  of  reconstruction  in  Spain  seems  now  to  forbode 
a  civil  war  in  the  peninsula.  It  is  not  believed  that  other  nations  of 
western  Europe  can  feel  sufficiently  at  their  ease,  in  view  of  such  a  con- 
flict ui)ou  ideas,  to  engage  in  contests  for  mere  political  advantage  or 
sapremacy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  dr.,  cfcc,  dre. 
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Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vien^m,  December  24, 1867. 

Sir:  On  Sunday  last  the  houses  of  Parliament  held  their  la^st  session 
under  the  old  constitution  of  18G1.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the 
lower  house  [the  Abgeordneten-Hans]  in  the  morning,  Baron  von  Beust, 
chancellor  of  the  empire,  announced  that  the  fundamental  laws  amenda- 
tory of  the  constitution  [StaatsgrundgesetzeJ  had  received  the  imperial 
sanction  and  entered  on  that  day  into  fidl  force. 

The  president  of  the  legislative  body.  Dr.  Geskra,  one  of  the  ablest 
leaders  of  the  new  constitutional  anovement,  who,  under  the  former 
system,  was  appointed  by  the  Crown,  immediately  left  the  chair,  and  in 
an  eloquent  and  significant  addreas  declared  the  oflQce  vacant  by  opera- 
tion of  the  new  law.  The  house  at  once  elected  him  i>resident  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  He  resumed  his  seat,  accepting  the  honor  shown  him 
as  a  demonstration  of  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  progress, 
to  which  he  promised  to  devote  himself  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  of  the  delega- 
tion, which  (according  to  the  law  numbered  146)  is  to  meet  a  similar 
delegation  from  the  Hungarian  Parliament,  to  discuss  and  legislate  uiwn 
matters  common  to  both  halves  of  the  empire.  The  house,  after  pass- 
ing without  debate  the  government  proposition  in  regard  to  the  next 
quarter's  budget,  was  then  prorogued  by  the  chancellor,  in  accordance 
with  the  imperial  command,  until  the  29th  of  January  next. 

In  the  evening  Baron  Beust  also  announced  to  the  House  of  Lords 
the  prorogation  of  the  legislature  and  the  promulgation  of  the  funda- 
mental laws.  I  send  by  this  mail  an  official  copy  of  these  most  important 
statutes.  They  embrace,  1,  The  law  relating  to  the  represeu  tilt  ion  of 
the  empire;  2.  The  law  relating  to  the  common  rights  of  the  citizens; 
3.  The  law  relating  to  the  institution  of  an  imperial  court;  4.  The  law 
relating  to  the  judicial  power;  5.  The  law  defining  the  limits  and  opera- 
tion of  the  exeeutive  authority;  6.  The  delegation  law. 

With  the  publication  of  these  laws  Austiia  enters  upon  a  new  era  of 
constitutional  life.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  sincerity  and  devo- 
tion of  those  leading  min^s  of  the  empire  who  by  the  labor  of  years 
have  at  last  brought  about  this  result,  nor  do  I  have  any  doubt  of  the 
intentions  of  the  pi*esent  government  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the 
policy  thus  indicated  by  the  representatives  of  the  national  will.  The 
new  system  is  launched  under  good  auspices.  Austria  was  never  so 
comi)letely  the  mistress  of  her  own  destinies.  The  unfortunate  wars  of 
last  year,  if  she  is  wise  enough  to  profit  by  them,  will  be  her  salvation. 
She  has  less  than  any  nation  in  Euroi)e  need  of  an  army  or  of  foreign 
alliances.  Her  loss  of  Venetia  has  gained  her  immunity  from^  standing 
menace  in  the  south,  and  her  isolation  from  the  political  questions  which 
agitate  the  rest  of  the  German  states  gives  her  leisure  for  the  full  devel- 
opment of  her  enormous  but  neglected  resources.  The  favorable  results 
of  this  state  of  things  already  l^gin  to  appear.    Commerce  and  agricul- 
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tnre  have  taken  a  new  impulse.  Manufacturers  are  busy  and  prosperous. 
The  ^old  i>remium  is  continually  diminishing  in  spite  of  the  vicious  state 
of  the  national  finances. 

There  is  evidently  still  a  too  great  complexity  in  their  political  system. 
Bat  it  seemed  imiwssible  to  avoid  the  dualism  insisted  upon  by  Hun- 
gary, which  rendered  necessary  the  consequent  sei)aration  of  the  finan- 
cial systems  of  the  two  halves  of  the  empire,  by  which,  as  at  last  ar- 
raDired,  Hungary  is  to  pay  30  per  cent,  of  the  common  expenses  and 
20,(KH),0(K)  florins  a  year  in  full  of  her  liabilities  for  the  common  debt.  It 
is  somewhat  remarkable  that  both  Austrian  and  Hungarian  statesmen 
denonnced  this  arrangement,  while  they  voted  for  it  as  a  necessity  of 
the  situation,  the  former  admitting  that  the  passive  resistance  of  Hun- 
gary could  only  be  vanquished  by  this  concession,  and  the  latter,  in  their 
spmrhes  recently  made  in  the  Diet  at  Pesth,  insisting  that  Hungary  was 
akiugdom  completely  shut  in  by  two  great  empires,  Prussia  and  Austria, 
and  could  not  exist  without  alliances;  and  that  the  alliance  indicated 
lK)th  by  tradition  and  the  natiure  of  things  was  the  Austrian.  Even  the 
moderate  Hungarians  made  no  concealment  of  their  conviction  that  it 
VJ18  entirely  within  the  competence  of  the  Diet  to  make  or  reject  the  so- 
called  alliance.  Hungary  has  now  an  independent  Diet  and  a  responsi- 
ble ministry-,  to  which  it  is  thought  that  Croatia  will  probably  be  joined. 
Tlie  rest  of  the  Austrian  dominions  are  united  under  the  imperial  Crown, 
with  a  Eeichsrath  or  imperial  Parliament  and  a  responsible  government, 
whose  formation  has  been  as  yet  delayed  by  unforeseen  ditliculties  in  the 
personnel.  There  is  still  a  third  Parliament,  or  delegation,  the  members 
of  which  are  elected  by  the  Hungarian  and  Austrian  Parliaments  respect- 
ively, with  a  separate  ministry,  who  are  to  regulate  matters  concerning 
the  two  halves  ot  the  empire  jointly. 

These  governments  are  the  fruit  of  many  compromises.  There  are 
many  statesmen  who  hope  to  see  all  these  Parliament*  and  governments 
ftLseti  into  one  in  the  couise  of  a  few  years,  and  on  the  other  hand  there 
is  a  strong  disintegrating  spirit  of  race  at  work,  which  if  allowed  free 
course  would  break  the  empire  up  into  as  many  governments  as  there 
ai-e  languages  and  nationalities  represented  in  it.  This  forms  a  most 
diflieult  question  for  Austrian  statesmanship,  as  it  is  hard  to  say  whether 
this  clannish  spirit  is  most  nourished  by  concession  or  opposition.  Hun- 
gary, for  instance,  has  obtained  nearly  all  it  ever  demanded,  yet  the  gov- 
ernment awaits  the  issue  of  the  next  elections  in  that  kingdom  with  very 
serious  concern. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY. 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  IState^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  15.]  Legation  of  the  U>^ited  States, 

Vienna,  December  31,  18G7. 

Sib:  The  three  laws  which  together  comprise  the  financial  arrange- 
ment witU  Hungary  have  received  the  imperial  sanction  and  entered 
into  eflect.  The  law  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  in  Hungary  lias 
also  been  approved  and  promulgated. 

Last  week  the  Emperor  issued  imperial  rescripts,  by  which,  while 
relieving  Baron  von  Beust  and  Count  Audrassy  from  the  positions  they 
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have  provisionally  held  during  the  transition  period  of  last  yejy,  he  takes 
occasion  to  thank  them  publicly  for  their  arduous  and  successful  labors, 
which  have  resulted  in  the  present  relations  between  Hungary  and  Aus- 
tria. He  also  constitutes  at  the  same  time  an  imperial  ministry  for  mat- 
ters jointly  concerning  both  halves  of  the  realm,  by  re-api>ointing  Barou 
von  Beust  (who  still  remains  -chancellor  of  the  empire  and  minister  of 
the  imperial  household)  minister  of  foreign  affairs ;  Baron  von  Becke 
minister  of  finance,  and  Field  Marshal  John  minister  of  war.  Count 
Audrassy  remains  minister  resident  of  the  Hungarian  government. 

To-day  it  is  understood  that  the  parliamentary  ministry  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  lands  and  pi-ovinces  represented  in  the  Keichsrath,  or 
Cis-Leithan  ministry,  as  it  is  more  concisely  called,  has  at  length  beeu 
formed  by  Prince  Carlos  Auersperg,  and  the  list  having  been  submitted 
to  the  Emperor  has  received  his  sanction.  It  embraces  Prince  Auer- 
sperg, president ;  Count  Taaffe,  \ice-i)resident,  national  defense  and  pub- 
lic safety;  Dr.  Giskra, interior;  Dr.  Uerbst,  justice;  Dr.  Brestl,  tinauce; 
Dr.  Hasner,  worship  and  instruction;  Mr.  von  Plever,  commerce;  Count 
Potocki,  agriculture ;  and  Dr.  Berger,  minister  without  portfolio. 

This  new  ministry  is  composed  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  liberal 
statesmen  and  orators  in  the  Austrian  Parliament,  with  a  sufficient  mfu- 
sion  of  the  conservative  and  aristocratic  element  to  defend  it  against  the 
reproach  of  being  an  exclusively  democratic  government.  The  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  title  of  doctor  indicates  the  preponderance  of  academic 
and  legal  talent.  You  will  see  that  the  important  branch  of  the  jwlice 
has  been  taken  from  the  depaitment  of  the  interior  and  added  to  the 
bureau  of  Count  Taafte,  doubtless  as  a  conservative  concession.  As  a 
favor  to  the  Polish  province  of  Galicia,  the  department  of  agiiculture 
has  been  created  for  the  acceptance  of  Count  Potocki,  one  of  their  lead- 
ing representatives. 

The  formatiot  of  the  ministry  ha«  not  been  unattended  with  serious 
difficidty,  and  it  is  understood  to-tlay  that  several  of  the  members 
accepted  the  arduous  positions  assigned  them  with  the  express  under- 
standing that  thorough  and  searching  reforms  should  be  introduced  in 
several  branches  of  the  public  service.  The  expenses  of  the  mihtary 
organization  and  the  bureau  administration  must  be  greatly  curtailed, 
the  sphere  of  educational  acti\ity  widely  extended,  and  the  chains  forged 
by  unsystematic  legislation  must  be  struck  from  the  struggling  com- 
merce of  the  country,  before  the  nation  can  hope  to  realize  much  prac- 
tical benefit  from  their  ameiuled  constitution. 

These  laudable  ends  will  now  become  the  object  of  the  labors  of  the 
new  government.  That  they  will  be  pursued  with  skill  and  energy  and 
honest  devotion,  the  name«  I  have  given  you  are  a  sufficient  pledge. 
But  he  woiUd  be  a  rash  man  who  would  pretend  to  predict  with  any  cer- 
tainty the  result  of  the  iflomentous  experiment.  For  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  the  purposes  of  that  enlightened  and  patriotic  body 
of  constitutional  liberals  who  have  thus  far  proceeded  on  the  work  of 
national  reconstruction,  it  is  necessary  that  the  nation  shall  be  allowed 
to  devote  itself  exclusively  for  awhile  to  its  internal  concerns.  War 
and  diplomacy  are  luxuries  in  which  Austria  Ccinnot  for  the  present  afford 
to  indulge.  Yet  these  are  the  only  two  careers  in  which  for  ages  the 
ambition  of  Austrian  nobles  has  found  a  reward  and  their  energies  a 
field  of  exercise.  It  will  be  hard  for  them  to  see  their  occupation  gone, 
or  to  (lirect  their  eftbrts  at  once  into  another  channel.  There  is  a  a  ague 
and  ill-defined  fear  of  entangling  alliances.  The  officious  warning  which 
the  French  consul  general  at  Belgrade  is  said  to  have  given  to  the  Servian 
government,  that  it  shoidd  take  no  measures  to  compromise  the  interests 
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of  Anstrigk,  has  not  contributed  to  allay  this  apprehension.  The  air  of 
protecting  friendship  toi^'ards  this  empire  which  pervaded  the  recent 
Rl>eech  of  Mr.  Itouher  in  the  French  chamber,  is  regarded  by  Austrians 
with  whom  I  have  conversed  as  equally  sinister  and  offensive. 

The  question  of  the  concordat  is  still  hanging  undecided.  The  House 
of  Lords  hius  not  yet  acted  upon  the  so-ca>led  confessional  laws,  (relating 
to  civil  marriage  and  public  instruction,)  and  Count  Crivelli  has  gone  to 
Eome,  it  is  said,  ujion  the  apparently  liopeless  errand  of  obtaining  the 
Pai)al  sanction  to  an  act  which  can  only  be  regarded  at  the  Vatican  a^s 
legislative  siicrilege.  As  long  as  this  weighty  matter  remains  in  sus- 
pense it  will  be  a  fruitful  source  of  disquiet  and  distrust. 

Another  inherent  difficulty,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  is  the 
inveterate  spirit  of  race,  which  as  yet  shows  few  symptoms  of  giving  w^ay 
to  a  Larmonious  impulse  of  national  union.  When,  in  obedience  to  a 
geneial  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  dualism  was  granted  to 
Hungary,  it  was  intended  as  the  last  concession  in  that  direction.  But 
the  success  of  the  long  and  patient  struggle  in  Hungary  has  apparently 
only  encouraged  the  other  ethnological  divisions  of  the  empire  to  more 
clamoiotts  demands.  The  most  serious  agitation  now,  in  this  sense,  is  that 
which  is  universiUly  going  on  in  the  Czech  population  of  Bohemia,  which 
loudly  demand  the  autonomy  of  the  provinces  formerly  embraced  under 
the  crown  of  St.  Wenceslaus,  a  separate  ministry-,  and  the  solemn  instal- 
lation of  the  Emx)eror  at  Prague  as  King  of  Bohemia.  This  is  attended 
with  what  may  be  termed  an  "animated  flirtation"  with  the  Emporor  of 
Rnssia,  some  of  the  manifestations  of  which  have  been  the  Panslavic 
j)ilja'iinage  to  Moscow,  the  playing  of  the  Kussian  anthem  in  the  streets 
of  Prague,  and  the  like.  These,  however,  are  mere  eccentricities  of  party. 
1  do  not  think  the  more  influential  and  intelligent  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment have  any  serious  intention  of  inviting  the  interveiition  of  a  foreign 
l)ower.  * 

I  need  not  speak  of  the  chronic  deficit  of  the  treasury  as  14ie  first  and 
most  palpable  lion  in  the  path.  These  difliculties  are  fully  recognized 
by  the  lil)eral  majority,  and  w^hile  they  disclaim  responsibility  for  them 
a.s  legacies  which  have  descended  from  former  aristocratic  administra- 
tions, they  announce  their  purpose  to  deal  with  them  as  i)romptly  and 
ett'ectually  as  [mssible.  Many  of  the  leading  conservatives  confidently 
anticipate  an  early  failure  of  the  liberal  government,  and  the  accession 
to  power  of  the  reaction.  If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  only  one  more  instance 
of  the  disi*egard  which  history  sometimes  pays  to  the  common  law 
maxim,  that  no  one  shall  take  advantage  of  his  own  tort.  And  in  the 
long  run  I  suppose  no  one  ever  does. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud,  * 

Secretary  of  A'tote,  WaMngton^  D.  C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hay. 

No.  11.]  Department  of  State, 

}yashington^  January  13,  1868. 
SiK:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  December,  No.  14, 
Your  account  of  the  reorganization  of  the  empire  under  its  amended 
wmstitution  is  very  interesting.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  national 
mind  is  cheerful  and  hopeful,  and  that  prosperity  revives  so  speedily 
under  this  gre^t  reform. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  further  compromises  which  have 
been  projected,  certainly  no  one  wJio  considers  the  constitutional  reforms 
that  have  been  already  accomplished  can  deny  to  Austrian  and  Hun- 
garian statesmen  the  merit  of  gi-eat  loyalty,  patriotism,  intelligence,  and 
enteriirise. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


John  Hay,  Esq.,  etc.,  c£-c.,  dec. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

No.  19.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Viennaj  February  5,  1868. 

Sir  f  The  government  of  Austria  pursues  steadily  its  work  of  improve- 
ment and  refonn.  The  minister  of  the  interior.  Dr.  Giskra,  has  issued  * 
to  the  civil  functionaries  of  the  empire  a  circular  in  which,  while  inviting 
them  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  constitution,  he  states  in 
a  most  impressive  way  that  this  is  not  a  mere  formality,  but  that  they 
will  be  expected  to  labor  in  good  faith  for  the  practical  realization  of  the 
liberal  aims  of  that  instrument.  The  circular  has  been  very  well  received 
by  the  great  majority.  By  the  party  of  reaction  it  is  r^arded  as  a  new 
insult  and  affliction. 

The  government,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  this  circular, 
has,  at  his  own  request,  removed  the  Hitter  von  Toggenburg  from  the 
governorship  of  the  Tyrol,  and  transferred  him  to  the  permanent  retired 
list.  He  has  been  long  known  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
ultra  conservatives  holding  high  civil  position,  and  his  retirement  aifortls 
significant^evidence  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  intended  reforms. 

The  vacancy  in  the  presidency  of  the  House  of  Lords,  occasioned  l)y 
Prince  Auersberg's  apiiointment  as  minister  resident,  has  been  tilled  by 
the  imperial  nomination  of  Prince  Colloredo-Maunsfeld,  a  nobleman  of 
pronounced  liberal  tendencies. 

The  minister  of  war,  BiU'on  von  John,  has  resigned,  on  account  of  a 
disagreement  with  the  nuijority  of  the  government,  who  could  not  assent 
to  his  ideas  of  the  necessity  of  gi-eater  armaments,  and  his  place  lias 
been  supplied  by  General  von  Kuhn.  The  obercommando  of  the  army, 
an  office  hitherto  vested  in  the  Arch  duke  Albert  as  general-in-chief, 
has  been  incorporated  with  the  reHpouHihle  ministry  of  war.  The  prince 
retains  his  position  as  inspector  general.  This  brings  the  military 
administration  into  harmony  with  the  constitution. 

The  two  delegations,  representing  respectively  the  Hungarian  Diet  aiul 
the  Austrian  Keichsrath,  have  been  a  fortnight  in  session,  and  have  as 
yet  made  little  progress  in  serious  business.  I  lind  my  im])ression  grow- 
ing stronger  that  this  machinery  of  communication  between  the  two 
halves  of  the  empire  will  be  found  too  cumbrous  for  the  speedy  andsat* 
isfactory  dispatch  of  public  business.  It  was  a  compromise  founded  too 
much  upon  mutual  distrust,  and  too  little  upon  mutual  confidence  to 
thoroughly  succeed.  Already  some  time  has  been  lost  by  a  peremptory 
interpellation  of  the  Hungarian  left,  demanding  explanations  of  the 
title  reichaminiHierium^  minister  of  the  empire,  which  they  said  should 
have  lK?en  "  ministry  tor  common  atlairs. "  They  were  pacified  by  an 
explanation  which,  as  there  was  nothing  to  explain,  explained  nothing. 

The  business  now  before  the  delegations  is  the  war  budget  for  the 
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coming  year.  The  impression  among  the  Austrians  was  that  the  prop- 
ositions of  the  government  would  be  accepted,  virtually  in  the  state  in 
which  they  were  received,  with  a  pnniso  declaring  that  this  was  to  be 
convsidered  merely  a  provisional  arrangement,  and  that  a  fixed  basis  tor 
the  fiitiire  should  be  at  once  discussed  and  settled.  This  is  the  besetting 
sin,  as  it  appears  to  me,  of  Austrian  politics — this  tendency  to  accei)t 
measures  with  which  no  one  is  entirely  satisfied,  contenting  their  con- 
sciences with  protesting  against  the  precedent.  But  in  this  indolent 
plan  of  the  provisorium  they  reckoned  without  the  Hungarians. 

The  Magyars  are  a  race  endowed  with  a  geiuiine  passion  for  political 
matters.  Their  zeal  and  stubborn  tenacity  form  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  easy  and  compromising  character  of  the  average  Austrian.  The 
Hungarians  have  by  no  means  given  up  the  idea  of  Imviug  their  national 
Laudwehr  made  independent  of  the  Austrian  commands  in  its  orgagiza- 
tion.  They  know  their  liberties  would  be  far  more  easily  assured  if 
universal  peace  could  be  made  certain ;  and  disarmament  is  peace.  •  These 
•  motives,  therefore,  have  doubtless  inspired  their  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment military  budget,  which  they  claim  is  much  too  high  for  the  peace 
establishment.  Instead  of  76,000,000  florins,  which  the  government 
demands,  they  seem  inclined  to  vote  no  more  than  50,000,000.  This,  the 
Austrians  say,  will  only  sufiice  for  an  eftective  force  of  150,000  men, 
instead  of  the  present  army  of  about  4(K),000.  The  secret  answer  of  the 
Magjars  is  so  much  the  better ;  we  are  then  sure  of  i>eace,  and  the  regu- 
lar army  will  form  merely  a  skeleton  to  be  filled  if  needed  by  the 
reserve. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  predict  the  result  of  these  debates.  But  I 
cannot  help  hoping  that  this  time,  at  least,  the  tenacious  Magyars  may 
carry  their  point.  The  great  calamity  and  danger  of  Europe  today  are 
these  enormous  armaments.  No  honest  statesman  can  ^y  that  he  sees 
in  the  present  attitude  of  politics  the  necessity  of  war.  No  great  power 
is  threateneil.  There  is  no  menace  to  ])eace  that  could  not  be  imme- 
diately dispelled  by  a  firm  protest  of  the  i)eacefully  disposed  majority 
of  nations.  There  would  be,  therefore,  no  danger  to  any  people,  but  «a 
vast  and  immediate  gain  to  all,  from  a  general  disarmament.  It  need 
not  be  simultaneous.  It  is  idle  to  say  France  fears  invasion  from  Prussia* 
or  Prussia  from  France,  and  an  honest  understanding  among  the  western 
nations  would  keep  the  peace  from  the  eastern  side.  Why,  then,  is  this, 
awful  waste  of  youth  and  treasure  continued  f  I  believe  from  no  other 
motive  than  to  sustain  the  waning  prestige  of  kings..  Armies  are  to-day 
only  useful  in  Europe  to  overawe  the  jx^ople  in  peace,  or  by  groundless 
ware  to  divert  their  attention  from  domestic  misrule.  With  the  dis- 
appearance of  great  armies  the  welfare  of  the  i>eople  would  become  the 
only  mainspring  of  national  action,  and  that  false  and  wicked  equilibrium, 
by  which  now  the  interests  of  one  man  weigh  as  heavily  as  those  of  mil- 
lions of  his  fellow-creatures,  would  be  utterly  destroyed. 

It  would  be  singularly  suggestive  if  Austria,  so  long  the  leader  of  the 
forces  of  reaction,  should  now  coine  forward  to  set  for  the  world  the 
magnanimous  and  courageous  example  of  a  constitutional  state,  based 
n\)on  the  popular  will,  and  refusing  the  support  of  bayonets. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY.. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washhigtonj  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Say  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Viemia^  May  27, 1868. 

Sib  :  The  ofl&cial  Gazette  of  yesterday  contained  the  text  of  the  laws 
in  regard  to  schools  and  civil  marriage,  commonly  called  the  confes- 
sional laws.  On  the  24th  of  October  hist  I  announced  to  you  the  pas- 
sage of  the  first  of  these  measures  through  the  lower  house  of  the 
Eeichsrath.  On  the  night  of  the  21st  of  March  the  city  of  Viennn  was 
illuminated,  the  ministers  serenaded,  and  the  national  hymn  sung  by  a 
vast  concourse  of  people  around  the  statue  of  Joseph  II,  in  honor  of  a 
favorable  vote  in  the  same  matter  in  the  House  of  Lords.  But  it  was 
only  on  Monday  last  that  these  measures  received  the  imperial  sanction 
and  became  laws  of  the  empire.  By  a  singular  and  touchuig  coinci- 
dence, the  promulgation  of  these  laws  took  place  on  the  same  day  with 
the  ftoieral  of  Dr.  Miihlfeld,  who  was  their  principal  framer  and  most 
strenuous  advocate  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  He  died  on  Sun- 
day, unconscious  that  his  great  work  was  at  last  completed. 

No  intelligent  persons,  whom  I  have  seen,  have'  at  any  time  seriously 
doubted  that  the  Emperor  would  sanction  these  measures.  Since  he 
has  entered  upon  the  new  constitutional  path  which  he  is  now  tre^iding, 
he  has  acted  with  the  utmost  propriety  and  good  faith,  in  submitting 
his  personal  sentiments  and  desires  to  the  regularly  expressed  wish  of 
the  people  of  the  empire.  But  the  very  long  delay  in  the  matter ;  the 
mysterious  silence  of  Count  Crivelli  in  Rome,  from  his  arrival  there 
until  his  sudden  de^th ;  the  presence  at  Pesth-Ofen  of  members  of  the 
imperial  family  of  notorious  reactionary  sympathies ;  and  the  ceaseless 
activity  of  the  higher  clergy  in  Austria,  all  combined  to  excite  a  vague 
feeling  of  distrust  among  the  people,  which  is  now  finally  relieved. 
There  is,  however,  no  enthusiastic  demonstration  over  the  result.  The 
effervescence  ended  in  March,  when  the  Herrenhaus  voted. 

Baron  Meysenbug  started  yesterday  for  Rome,  to  resume  the  negotia- 
tions with  the  Pope,  which  were  broken  off  by  the  death  of  Count  Cri- 
velli. It  is  not  thought  that  the  Papal  government  will  push  matters  to 
an  open  breach  with  this  court.  They  will  more  probably  prefer  to 
accept  the  inevitable  state  of  things — saving  all  their  rights  or  claims  by 
a  strong  protest,  and  trusting  by  their  still  great  influence,  in  every  class 
from  palace  to  hovel,  to  prevent  the  recent  legislation  from  inflicting 
Any  practical  damage  upon  the  ecclesiastical  [x>wer. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  B.  C. 


Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  27.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  July  16, 1808. 
Sib  :  The  Papal  government  seems  to  have  committed  an  irreparable 
blunder  in  the  allocution  fulminated  against  Austria  for  the  breach  of 
the  concordat.  It  was  thought  by  the  more  zealous  that  this  utterance 
of  the  Pope  would  have  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  court,  the  aristocracy, 
and  the  masses  of  the  population  in  Austria ;  and  for  a  few  days  the 
champions  of  reaction  were  in  great  glee  over  it.  The  prince  and  bish- 
ops came  out  one  after  another,  in  pastoral  letters,  which  were  nothing 
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less  than  seditions,  declaring  tbe  objectionable  school  and  marriage  laws 
ijull  and  void,  and  denonncing  those  who  should  avail  themselves  of 
their  provisions  as  "public  transgi-essors,"  This  spiritual  exaltation 
appears  now  to  have  entirely  died  away.  The  clerical  organs  use  much 
more  moderate  language,  declaring  that  they  never  meant  to  attack  the 
kffnl  efficacy  of  these  laws.  And  it  is  said  that  the  reports  now  sent  to 
Rome  from  "the  higher  clerg>%  and  from  the  apostolic  nuncio  himself,  are 
of  the  most  discouraging  character.  The  Pope  is  reported  to  have  said 
a  few  days  ago  that  he  had  no  idea  that  the  pernicious  sentiments  of 
Joseph  IT  had  taken  such  deep  root  in  Austria ;  that  we  must  hoi)e  for 
better  days,  and  pray  for  the  passing  away  of  the  religious  inditference 
that  is  so'marked  a  characteristic  of  the  times. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  presented  a  protest  to  the'Papal 
government  against  the  allocution,  which  is  not  as  yet  made  public,  but 
is  understood  to  be  couched  in  firm  but  courteous  language.  The  people 
of  Austria  have  responded  to  what  they  consider  an  unfiuthorized  for- 
eign dictation  in  a  remarkably  energetic  and  unanimous  manner.  In 
numerous  municipal  bodies  resolutions  denunciatory  of  the  allocution 
have  been  passed.  In  the  diocese  of  (iratz  several  of  the  town  councils 
have  refused  to  the  archbishop,  who  has  rendered  himself  obnoxious 
by  his  opposition  to  the  confessional  laws,  the  usual  public  receptions 
iu  his  tour  of  confirmation.  In  Vienna,  a  large,  public  meeting  was 
held  last  week^where  the  allocution  was  read  and  torn  in  pieces  by  an 
excited  orator  amid  general  applause.  An  election  has  just  been  held 
iu  this  city  to  fill  the  place  of  representative  in  the  Landtag,  or  general 
assembly  of  Austria  proper,  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  distin- 
<ruished  liberal.  Dr.  Miihlfeld.  It  was  thought  there  would  be  a  trial  of 
sti^ngth  between  the  clerical  and  liberal  parties.  But  Dr.  Giskra,  min- 
ister of  the  interior,  the  liberal  candidate,  received  every  vote  but  one, 
the  professors  of  the  benedi^jtine  establishment  going  in  a  body  to  the 
pills  and  voting  for  him.  In  the  south  the  warmer  Italian  blood  of  the 
population  of  Trieste  has  given  occasion  to  regretable  scenes  of  riot  in 
the  streets.  Disorderly  crowds  have  almost  daily,  during  the  past  week, 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  city  with  cries  of  "  down  with  the  Pojie ! " 
and  boisterous  demonstrations  against  the  monasteries  and  other  relig- 
ions establishments. 

Even  in  the  court  and  among  the  higher  aristocracy  there  seems  no 
disposition  to  defend  the  arrogant  and  aggressive  attitude  of  the  Papal 
^'ovemment.  By  this  act,  which  was  intended  to  strike  opposition 
dumb,  and  rescue  the  church  from  all  its  perils,  the  clerical  authority 
has  probably  been  more  weakened  in  Austria  than  it  could  have  been  by 
years  of  liberal  agitation. 

Baron  Meysenbug,  under  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  since  May 
in  Rome,  endeavoring  to  settle  tlie  diflFerences  between  tlie  two  courts, 
is  expected  to  return  to-day,  having  utterly  failed  in  his  mission.  He 
belongs  to  the  clerical-feudal  party,  and  was  selected  for  this  mission  as 
a  persana  gratissima  to  his  Holiness.  But  it  is  thought  that  this  very 
fact,  and  the  concessions  which  in  his  private  capacity  he  was  ready  to 
make  to  the  views  of  the  Pope,  prevented  his  presenting  with  any 
energy  the  views  of  his  government,  and  encouraged  the  Papal  curia  in 
its  attitude  of  blind  resistance.  It  is  now  thought  that  the  embassy  in 
Rome  will  be  abolished,  and  that  Austria  will  be  in  future  only  repre- 
sented there  by  a  charg<5  d'affaires. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOIIX  HAY, 
Hon.  WjLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtoyij  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Marsh, 

No.  180.]  Department  of  State, 

]Ya8hingtony  January  16,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  transcript  of  a  dispatch  of  the  Gth  ultinio, 
addressed  to  this  department  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Ileap,  United  States  consul 
at  Tunis,  concerning  recent  events  wJiich  have  taken  place  in  that 
quarter,  and  which,  it  is  represented,  have  caused  painful  excitement 
and  apprehension. 

I  will  thank  you  to  collect  such  information  as  may  be  available  upon 
the  subject  to  which  Mr.  Heap's  communication  refers,  and  to  rejiort 
whether  the  case  is  one  of  such  manifest  evil  tendency  as  to  require  any 
special  notice  on  the  p«irt  of  this  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  rf-c,  rfc,  c£y. 

[For  enclosiue  ride  correspondence  with  Tunis.] 


Mr,  Marsh  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  203.}  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Florence^  February  3,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  saw  General  Menabrea  this  morning  at  his  weekly  reception  of 
the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  -said  to  him,  that,  though  I 
was  not  authorized  to  dennind  explanations  in  regard  to  the  objects  of 
the  Italian  naval  expedition  now  fitting  out,  as  is  said,  for  the  watersof  the 
La  Plata,  yet  I  was  sure  that  my  government  would  receive  with  pleas- 
ure any  information  on  the  subject  which  he  might  choose  to  impart  con- 
fidentially either  through  me  or  through  Mr.  Cerniti. 

General  Menabrea  replied  that  he  was  quite  willing  to  be  entirely 
frank  in  relation  to  the  objects  of  the  exi)edition ;  that  its  primary  pur- 
pose was  to  relieve  the  Italian  squadron  now  cruising  in  the  South 
American  seas,  but  that  a  somewhat  imposing  character  was  given  to  it 
on  this  occasion,  because  it  was  thought  that  the  presence  of  a  consid- 
erable naval  force  would  facilitate  negotiations  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
claims  of  Italian  subjects  against  the  republic  of  Uruguay;  that  claims 
analogous  in  i)rincipie,  on  the  part  of  British  and  French  subjects,  had 
been  allowed  and  paid  by  that  state;  and  that  the  Italian  government 
thought  it  due  to  itself  and  its  subjects  to  insist  on  equal  justice  to  its 
own  people;  but  that  no  idea  of  conquest,  or  of  intervention  in  the 
internal  aft'airs  of  any  Scmth  American  government,  or  in  any  diiferences 
between  any  two  of  them,  had  been  for  a  moment  entertained.  He 
added,  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  probability  of  the  neces- 
sity of  a  resort  to  force,  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  display  of  a 
material  ability  to  maintain  the  national  rights  and  honor  was  all  that 
would  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  P.  MAKSH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^' D.  C. 
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Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  204.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Florence^  February  G,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Barbolani,  secretary  j^eneral  of  the 
ministry  of  forei|?u  aftairs,  who  has  been  some  time  in  that  branch  of 
the  Italian  public  service,  and  with  other  persons  conversant  with  the 
state  of  things  at  Tnnis,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  Mr.  Heap's  dis-  ' 
jwiteh,  a  copy  of  which  accomi)anied  a  late  instruction  of  yours. 

Mr.  Barbolani  said  that  his  government  had  been  very  cautious  in 
offering  advice  to  the  Bey  of  that  regency,  and  he  did  not  ai>pear  to 
l)e  aware  that  any  European  government  had  gone  so  far  in  tlie  way  of 
rt^monstrance  against  the  severities  lately  and  still  practiced  by  the 
Bey's  administration  as  Mr  Heap's  information  would  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose. 

The  statement  of  facts  by  Mr.  Heap  and  his  predecessor  is  certainly 
uot  exaggerated,  but  the  Italian  government  expects  little  good  in  that 
quarter  from  moral  means,  and  its  interests,  and  those  of  its  subjects, 
have  not  y^t  called  for  the  employment  of  material  force. 

There  are  5,000  or  6,000  Italians  residing  in  the  basylik,  and  the  com- 
ijiemal  relations  of  Tunis  with  Italy  are  more  important  than  with  any 
other  Christian  state.  On  the  other  hand,  our  commerce  with  that 
country  is  insignificant,  and  we  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  any  other 
iwhtical  relations  with  the  Bey's  government  than  are  implied  in  its 
iwognition  of  our  consular  agents.  It  does  not  seem  j)robable  that  a 
jcoveniment  so  remote  as  ours  could  accomplish  much  for  the  cause  of 
humanity  in  Tunis,  by  resorting  to  measures  which  European  powers 
have  found  ineffectual,  or  which  they  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
adopt,  and  no  information  which  I  have  obtained  leads  me  to  suppose 
that  the  desired  end  would  be  advanced  by  any  special  action  on  the 
part  of  the  American  government. 

There  would,  however,  be  little  risk  in  authorizing  Mr.  Heap  to  unite 
with  the  European  consuls,  at  Tunis,  in  any  general  moral  measures 
which  their  governments  may  instruct  them  to  adopt. 

You  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  Mr.  CeiTuti,  by  official  resi- 
dence on  the  Barbary  coast,  and  by  long  service  in  the  ministry  of  for- 
eign affairs  at  this  court,  is  better  qualified  to  advise  on  this  subject 
than  any  i>erson  known  to  me  here,  and  as  his  intelligence  and  good 
fiiith  are  altogether  to  be  relied  on,  I  have  no  doubt  he  can  give  you  val- 
uable information  on  the  subject. 

General  Menabrea  told  me  yesterday  that  he  should  write  fully  to 
Mr.  Cemiti  on  the  subject  of' the  Italian  naval  expedition  to  South 
America,  and  I  infer  from  his  remarks  that  this  goveniment  would  gladly 
accept  the  good  offices  of  our  own  with  that  of  Uruguay.  I  think  it 
probable  that  Mr.  CeiTuti  will  suggest  this  to  you,  and,  in  any  event,  I 
have  no  doubt  an  offer  to  that  eftect  from  you  would  be  received  as  a 
gratifying  evidence  of  amicable  sentiments  towards  Italy.  ♦  ♦ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 

Hon.  WiLLiA^i  H.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^Ya8hington,  D,  C. 
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Mr,  Marsh  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  205. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Florence^  February  17,  18G8. 

Sir:  Admiral  Farrag^t  and  suite  arrived  at  Florence  on  tbe  evening 
of  Friday,  the  7tli  instant,  and  left  town  this  morning.  As  soon  as  his 
arrival  was  known  he  was  invited  by  the  King  to  a  great  military  din- 
ner, and  afterwards  received  a  similar  compliment  from  a  large  number 
of  members  of  Parliament,  of  every  shade  of  political  opinion.  He  also 
attended  evening  receptions  at  the  houses  of  the  president  of  the  council 
and  the  Tui'kish  minister,  and  enteitainments  were  given  to  him  by  Mrs. 
Marsh  and  by  Colonel  and  Mrs.  T.  B.  Lawrence.  In  short,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  a  cordial  hospitality  rarely  shown,  in  the  same  degree,  to 
strangers  of  any  nation,  and  I  believe  that  everything  was  done  in  his 
honor  and  for  his  enjoyment,  both  by  the  Italian  government  and  by  the 
American  and  other  foreign  residents  at  Florence,  that  the  shortness  of 
his  stay  permitted. 

On  all  these  occasions  the  most  friendly  and  respectful  sentiments  were 
manifested  towards  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  can  say,  with  entire  confidence,  that  during  my  residence  in  tbis 
kingdom  no  foreign  visitor  at  the  Italian  capital  has  made  a  more  favor- 
able  personal  impression  upon  all  who  have  been  brought  into  contact 
with  him  than  our  great  naval  hero  and  patriot,  Adniiral  Farragut. 

La  Spezia,  where  the  Fianklin  and  some  other  ships  of  the  squadron 
are  lying,  is  at  too  gieat  a  distance  from  all  the  large  Italian  towns  to 
allow  of  the  vessels  being  visited  conveniently  by  many  official  or  private 
persons  who  are  interested  in  naval  architectiire ;  but  there  will  be  ample 
opportunity  for  this  puri)ose  during  the  admiral's  stay  at  Naples,  and  it 
is  not  impossible  that  the  King  and  his  court  may  naake  a  visit  to  that 
city  at  the  same  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GE0KG15  P.  MAESH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  JD.  G, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  185.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtoiiy  February  20, 186S. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  of  the  2d  of  February,  Ko.  202,  and  of  the  3d  of 
February,  Ko.  203,  have  been  received. 

I  approve  and  commend  your  proceedings  in  making  inquiries  of  Gen- 
eral Menabrea,in  regard  to  the  dispatching  of  an  Italian  squadron  to  the 
waters  of  La  Plata.  No  communication  has  been  made  to  me  on  that 
subject  by  the  Italian  minister  here,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  authentic 
information,  I  had  come  to  regard  the  rumor  as  groundless. 

A  third  party  can  reasonably  ask  no  further  explanation  on  the  sub- 
ject than  that  which  General  Menabrea  has  so  promptly  and  courteously 
given.    I  shall  lose  no  time  in  giving  that  information  to  Mr.  Asboth, 
United  States  minister  at  Mont<jvideo  and  Buenos  Ayres. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  etc?.,  dc.,  d'c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh, 

ISo.  188.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  28^  1868. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  tlie  6tb  of  February,  Ko.  204,  has  beeu  received. 

I  thank  you  for  the  attention  you  have  bestowed  upon  the  questions  in 

regard  to  the  jiresent  condition  of  Tunis,  upon  which  I  solicited  your 

attention.    Your  conclusions  coincide  with  those  which  I  was  inclined 

to  adopt. 

1  shall  be  content,  for  the  present,  to  reserve  any  special  instructions 
to  Mr.  Heap. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  d;c.,  d-c,  dtc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Marsh, 

No.  189.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin^fton,  Fehrtiary  28, 1868. 
Sir:  Recurring  to  your  dispatch  of  the  Cth  of  Februarj^,  Xo.  204, 1 
have  to  inform  you  that  a  free  conversation  has  been  had  between  Mr. 
Cemiti  and  myself,  in  regard  to  the  departure  of  an  Italican  fleet  to  the 
waters  of  the  La  Plata.  Probably  I  shall  instruct  Mr.  Asboth  to  use  his 
good  offices  with  discretion,  for  a  pacific  and  friendly  adjustment  between 
Italy  and  the  republic  of  Paraguay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cCc,  &c. 
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Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  469.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BrmseU^  March  30, 1868. 

Sm :  The  new  army  bill,  after  being  discussed  for  several  weeks  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  passed  that  body  on  the  13th  instant,  by  a  vote 
of  66  to  35,  the  only  important  modification  in  the  original  proi)osition 
of  the  government  being  a  reduction  by  it  to  2,000  addition  to  the  annual 
contingent  instead  of  the  3,000  men  asked  for.  The  sentiment  seems  to 
be  very  decided  that,  in  view  of  the  preparations  for  war  on  all  sides,  Bel- 
gium must  put  herself  in  a  better  condition  of  defence  for  the  event  of  war, 
and  also  to  supi)ress  disorders  in  time  of  peace,  and  several  influential 
members  of  the  opposition  have  aided  with  their  votes  to  swell  the 
majority  of  the  government. 

The  necessity  of  an  army  to  quell  domestic  disturbance  also,  whicb. 
the  minister  of  finance  insisted  upon  in  his  closing  speech,  has  been 
painfully  illustrated  in  the  past  few  days. 

On  the  26th  an  outbreak  of  workmen  occurred  in  the  thickly  peopled 
mining  and  manufacturing  distiict  of  Charleroi,  caused  by  a  reduction 
of  wages  and  diminution  of  time  of  labor  by  the  emi)loyers  of  the  coal 
miners ;  the  troops  were  called  in  to  quell  it,  some  2,500  in  all,  and  8  or 
10  of  the  people  were  killed  and  a  number  wounded.  Tranquillity  is  for 
the  moment  restored,  but  the  cause  of  its  disturbance  remains — iusufli- 
cient  wages  and  work  in  a  time  of  unusual  distress  and  dearness  of 
provisions. 

The  disturbance  has  no  political  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SA]5^FORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington,  2>.  C. 


J/r.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  472.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  Ai^ril  14,  1868. 

Sir  :  The  troubles  in  the  mining  district  of  Charleroi  do  not  appear  to 
be  entirely  appeased.    The  troops  were  called  out  again  a  few  days  since 
in  a  neighboring  locality  to  disperse  the  workmen;  none  were  killed,* 
though  several  were  wounded. 

It  is  denied  here  that  there  were  any  cries  of  "  Vive  TEmpereur,"  as 
is  asserted  by  the  French  journals,  on  the  occasion  of  the  disturbance 
mentioned  in  my  dispatch  No.  469;  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  however, 
that  there  were  strangers  among  those  active  in  exciting  to  disorder  and 
revolt. 
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Those  who  have  died  since  that  collision  with  the  troops  swell  the 
whole  number  of  killed  up  to  this  time,  I  am  informed,  to  36. 

The  other  manufacturing  and  mining  districts  of  this  country  are 
tranqnil. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 
Hod.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SUite,  Washinglotiy  D.  C. 


Jfr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  473.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  April  23,  18G8. 

Sir  :  I  was  present  at  a  dinner  at  the  palace  yesterday  given  by  their 
Majesties  in  honor  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  Ilolienzollern  Sigmaringen, 
parents  of  her  ro3'al  highness  the  Countess  d'Flandre,  and  at  which, 
Iwsides  the  three  royal  families,  all  the  heads  of  foreign  missions  here 
and  many  of  the  high  dignitaries  of  the  country  were  i)resent. 

As  the  invitation  on  its  face  bore  the  usual  designation  for  ceremonious 
occasion,  "e»  unifomie^^  I  deemed  it  proper,  in  view  of  the  comment 
which  has  been  excited  over  the  "  unavoidable  circumstances"  which 
were  announced  as  i)reventing  our  minister  in  a  neighboring  country 
from  being  present  at  court  on  the  invitations  of  the  sovereign,  to  say 
in  my  reply  of  acceptance  to  the  grand  marshal  that  my  diplomatic  uni- 
form was  now  citizen's  dress. 

The  70  guests  all  wore  the  uniforms  i>rescribed  by  their  respective 
coiuts ;  the  servants  were,  of  course,  in  livery  ;  the  only  person,  there- 
fore, in  plain  clothes  was  the  representative  of  the  United  Stsites,  who 
was  received  by  his  Majesty  with  his  usual  kindness,  and  was  treated 
by  the  court  with  as  much  respect  and  courtesy,  I  presume,  as  if  he  had 
worn  a  coat  embroidered  with  gold,  or  one,  like  Joseph's,  "  of  many 
colors.'' 

I  have  to  crave  your  indulgence  for  referring  to  a  subject  in  itself 
trivial,  but  to  which  the  clamorous  i)erver8ity  or  ignorance  of  some  of 
our  countrymen  has  given  undue  importance,  where  it  would  otherwise 
have  been  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  by  those  who  are  popularly  sup- 
imsed  to  have  most  interest  in  the  matter,  viz :  foreign  governmentii 
No  European  official  of  rank,  I  will  venture  to  say,  has  ever,  as  such, 
prei^umed  to  call  in  question  the  right,  nay,  more,  propriety  of  our  gov- 
ernment's prescribing,  as  all  other  governments  do,  the  costume  which, 
in  accordance  with  its  usages,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States 
shall  wear  on  official  occasions,  much  less  of  those  representatives  con- 
funning  thereto.  I  have  never  known  such  exception  to  be  taken  during 
my  twenty-one  years'  exi)erience  abroad.  Newsjiaper  gossip  at  home  has 
been  reprinted  and  circidated  in  Europe,  exciting  comment,  and  thus  it 
Vs  hapiKjned  that  since  Secretary  Marcy's  circiUar  of  Juiie,  1853,  the  sub- 
ject has  been  frequently  referred  to  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  result 
above  indicated ;  and  more,  for  I  have  heard  the  princii)le  generally 
commended,  and  also  by  representatives  of  nearly  every  European  power, 
as  being  in  keeping  with  our  institutions  and  practice  at  home,  and  more 
dignified  than  the  varied  fancy  costumes  adopted  by  some  of  our  min- 
isters abroad. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  this  subject,  again 
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made  conspicuous,  may  now  be  finally  and  forever  set  at  rest  by  legisla- 
tion or  instructions  which  will  leave  no  loophole  for  shirking  or  perver- 
sion ;  and  if  the  law  were  so  amended  as  to  admit  of  no  exception  iu 
favor  of  ex-officers  of  the  amny,  it  would  add  to  the  uniformity  in  dress 
on  official  occasions  of  our  representatives  and  make  it  more  in  keeping 
with  its  civil  character,  and  can  detract  in  no  way  from  the  influence  or 
consideration  of  our  ministers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SAIS^FOED. 

Hon.  WllliamH.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  475.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brmsehj  April  27, 1868. 

Sir:  The  Moniteur  of  this  morning  contains  in  the  part  headed  "  non- 
officiaF  a  communication,  including  several  documents  therein  referred 
to,  relating  to  the  difficulties  existing  between  this  government  and 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  by  the  latter  of 
the  quota  ascribed  to  it  in  the  capitalization  and  extinguishment  of  the 
Scheldt  dues. 

It  may  be  remembered  by  the  department  that  Mecklenburg  did  not 
take  part  in  the  treaty  of  1803,  and  its  vessels  coming  into  Belgian  ports 
have  since,  under  the  terms  of  the  law  of  13th  June,  18G3,  authorizing 
the  King  to  make  the  treaty,  had  an  additional  tax  of  five  francs  imiK)sed 
upon  them. 

Long  and  fruitless  negotiations  have  followed,  during  which  Mecklen- 
burg proposed  to  the  equivalent  of  600,000  francs  net  in  lieu  of  the 
1,036,320  francs  established  at  the  outset  as  its  share  on  the  basis  paid 
by  the  other  powers. 

She  has  now  become  a  member  of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  and 
as  such  its  ships  bear  its  flag.  They  are,  however,  still  subjected  to 
verification  and  the  payment  of  the  tax  in  Belgian  ports,  and  the  subject 
has  been  brought  before  the'German  federal  council  by  this  government, 
and  is  still  pending  there,  tliis  government  declaring  that  it  cannot  recog- 
nize the  flag  of  the  Xorth  German  Confederation,  save  with  the  reser\'e 
of  assuring  itself  that  it  does  not  cover  Mecklenburg  vessels.      •      • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  478.]  liEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  May  27,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  already  taken  occasion  to  refer  to  the  act  pending  in  the 
Belgian  Parliament  touching  extradition. 

It  became  a  law  on  the  5th  ultimo,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  translation  of  the  same. 
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By  the  first  article  the  governmeut  may, deliver  up  to  foreign  goveni- 
ineuts,  on  condition  of  reciprocity,  any  foreigner  indicted,  accused,  or 
convicted  by  the  courts  of  said  countries  for  any  of  the  numerous  acts 
si)ecified  in  the  subsequent  articles. 

Tbe  manner  of  extradition,  transit,  provisional  aiTest,  limitation,  acts 
of  Belgian  citizens  and  of  naturalized  citizens,  are  treated  in  the  follow- 
iu|?  aiticles,  and  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  this 
iniportaut  law,  the  more  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  no 
extradition  treaty  with  Belgium. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  mosl  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  SANFOED. 

Hon.  WiLLiA^i  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  ^YashingtonJ  2>.  C. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE. 


EXTRADITION  LAW. 


Leopold  II,  King  of  the  Belgians,  to  all  present  and  to  come,  greeting: 
The  houses  have  adopted  and  we  sanction  what  foUows : 

Article  I. 

The  government  may  deliver  np  to  the  governments  of  foreign  conntries,  on  condition 
of  reciprocity,  any  foreigner  indicted,  accused,  or  convicted  by  the  courts  of  said  coun- 
tries, for  any  of  the  acts  hereafter  ennmeruted  that  may  have  been  committed  on  their 
U'mtory: 

1.  Murder,  ]K)isoning,  parricide,  infanticide,  manslaughter,  rape. 

2.  Arson. 

3.  Forgerv,  or  counterfeiting  public  stock  or  bank  notes,  public  or  private  titles,  issu- 
ing or  circulating  such  forged  or  counterfeit  stocks,  notes,  or  titles,  forj^erj'  in  writiug 
or  iD  telegrax)hic  dispatches,  and  using  such  forged,  counterfeit,  or  falsihed  dispatches, 
stock  notes  or  titles.  , 

4.  Coining,  including  counterfeit  and  adulteration  of  coin,  issuing  or  circulating 
coaoterfeit  or  adulterate<l  coin,  as  weU  as  fraud  in  the  choice  of  samples  for  the  verify- 
ing of  the  standard  and  weight  of  coin. 

5.  False  witness  and  faUe  declarations  of  appreciators  or  interpreters. 

6.  Robbery,  swindling,  peculation,  embezzlement  committed  by  public  functionaries. 

7.  Fraudulent  bankruptcy,  and  frauds  committed  in  bankruptcies. 
a.  Associations  of  malefactors. 

9.  For  threats  of  violence  against  persons  or  property,  punishable  by  the  pain  of 
death,  hard  labor,  or  confinement. 

10.  Abortion. 

11.  Bigamy. 

W.  Act«  o^  violence  against  individual  liberty  and  the  inviolability  of  the  dwelling 
of  persons. 

13.  Abduction,  conceaUn|B^,  suppression,  substitution,  or  supposition  of  children. 

14.  Exposing  or  abandoning  cnildren. 

15.  Abduction  of  minors. 

16.  Outrage  on  chastity  committed  with  violence. 

17.  Outrage  on  chastity  committed  without  violence  on  the  person  of  a  child  of  either 
sex,  under  14  years  of  age. 

18.  Outrage  against  morals  by  exciting,  facilitating,  or  habitually  favoring  to  satisfy 
yie  passions  of  others;  debauchery  or  corruption  of  minors  of  either  sex. 

19.  Blows  given,  or  wounds  inflicted  wilfully,  with  premeditation,  or  having  caused 
a  <lL%ea8e  apparently  incurable,  a  permanent  disability  of  personal  labor,  the  loss  of  the 
alr^Aute  uae  of  an  organ,  or  death  without  the  intention  of  causing  it. 

20.  Abuse  of  confidence,  and  deceit. 

21.  Tampering  with  witnesses,  experts,  or  interpreters. 

22.  Perjury. 

23.  Counterfeiting  or  falsifying  seals,  stamps,  and  marks,  using  counterfeit  or  false 
seals,  stamps,  and  marks;  ancl  using  for  hurtful  purposes  real  seals,  stamps,  and  marks. 

24.  Bribery  of  public  functionaries. 
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25.  Destruction  of  buildings,  steam  engines,  or  telegraphic  apparatus;  deatmction 
or  damaging  of  tombs,  monuments,  works  of  art,  documents  or  otner  papers ;  destruc- 
tion or  di^ia^^iiig  of  produce,  merchandise^  or  other  movable  property,  and  opposition 
to  the  execution  of  public  works. 

26.  Destniction  or  damaging  of  crops,  plantations,  trees,  or  grafts. 

27.  Destruction  of  agricultural  implements,  destruction  or  poisoning  of  cattle  or 
other  animals. 

28.  Abandoning  by  the  captain,  except  in  cases  provided  by  the  law,  of  a  ship,  or 
tra<ling  or  lishing  boat. 

29.  Running  aground,  loss,  dastmction  by  the  captain  or  officers  and  crew,  turning 
astray  by  the  captam  of  a  shij)  or  trading  or  fishing  boat,  throwing  overboanl  of 
destroying  without  necessity  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  cargo,  victuals  or  effecth  on 
boanl,  false  direction,  borrowing  without  necessity  on  the  body,  victualing  or  equipping 
of  the  ship,  pledging  or  selling  the  merchandise  or  victuals,  or  making  use  in  the 
accounts  of  su])])osed  damages  or  expenses,  sale  of  the  ship  without  special  jKJwer 
except  in  the  case  of  unnavigability,  unloading  merchandise  without  previous  report, 
except  in  case  of  imminent  peril,  robbery  committed  on  board,  adulteration  of  \'ictuals 
or  merchandise  committed  on  board  by  the  mixture  of  noxious  substances,  violent 
attack  or  resistance  against  the  cajitain  by  more  than  one-third  of  the  crew,  refusal  to 
obey  the  cajitain  or  commandiug  officer  for  the  safety  of  the  ship  or  cargo,  with  blows 
and  wounds,  i)lot  against  the  sarety,  liberty  or  authority  of  the  cai)tain,  cai)ture  of  the 
ship  by  the  sailors  or  xtassengers  by  fraud  or  violence  against  the  captain. 

Article  II. 

Extradition  shall  only  be  granted  on  productioneitherof  the  judgment  or  sentence  of 
condemnation,  or  of  the  order  of  the  chamber  of  council,  of  the  decree  of  the  court  of 
indictment,  or  of  the  deed  of  prosecution  proceeding  from  the  competent  judge,  fonu- 
ally  decreeing  or  lawfully  committiug  the  prisoner  or  accused  before  the  repressive 
jurisdiction,  the  said  documents  delivered  in  the  original  or  in  authentic  copy,  and  after 
having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  indicting  chamber  of  the  court  of  appeal  in  the  juris- 
diction of  which  the  foreigner  shall  have  been  arrested.  The  trial  shall  be  public  unless 
the  foreigner  ask  for  closed  doors. 

Tlie  public  accuser  and  the  foreigner  shall  bo  heard ;  the  latter  may  be  assisted  by 
counsel. 

Within  a  fortnight  after  the  receiition  of  the  documents,  they  shall  be  forwartled, 
with  reasons  in  fufl,  to  the  minister  of  justice. 

Akticle  III. 

Extradition  by  means  of  transit  over  the  Belgian  territory  may,  nevertheless,  be 
granted  without"  taking  the  opinion  of  the  indicting  chamber,  on  the  mere  production 
in  original  or  in  authentic  copy  of  one  of  the  deeds  of  prosecution  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding article  whenever  it  shall  be  required  Ijy  a  foreign  state,  for  the  advantiige  of  a 
foreign  state,  both  bound  t-o  Belgium  by  a  treaty  conq)iising  the  infraction  giving  rise 
to  the  demand  of  extradition,  and  when  it  shall  not  be  forbidden  by  Article  6  of  the  law 
of  October  1,  1833,  and  Article  7  of  the  i)resent  law. 

Article  IV. 

Tlie  foreigner  may  be  arrested  provisionally  in  Belgium  for  one  of  tlie  acts  men- 
tioned in  Article  1,  on  the  exhibition  of  a  warrant  issued  by  the  com^>eteut  foreign 
authority  and  rendered  executory  by  the  chamber  of  council  of  the  tribunal  of  first 
instance  of  his  place  of  residence  or  of  the  place  where  he  may  be  found,  and,  in  case  of 
urgency,  on  the  exhibition  of  a  warrant  issued  by  the  judge  of  instruction  of  his  place 
of  i-esidence  or  of  the  place  where  he  may  be  fiund,  and  substantiated  by  an  official 
notice  given  to  the  Belgian  authorities  by  the  authorities  of  the  territory  where  the 
crime  or  offense  has  been  committe<l.  Nevertheless,  in  that  ctise,  he  shall  be  set  at  lib- 
erty if,  within  the  delay  of  ten  days,  reckoning  from  his  arrest,  when  the  latter  shall 
have  been  operated  at  the  request-  of  the  government  of  a  contiguous  country,  and 
witliin  the  delay  of  three  weeks,  when  of  that  of  a  distant  country,  he  does  not  receive 
communication  of  the  warrant,  issued  by  the  conq^etent  authority.  After  the  order  oi 
aiTest,  the  judge  of  histniction  is  authorized  to  proceed  according  to  the  rules  prescribed 
by  Articles  87  to  90  of  the  code  of  criminal  instruction. 

The  foreigner  may  claim  to  be  set  at  provisional  liberty  in  cases  wherein  a  Belgian 
enjoys  that  faculty,  and  under  the  same  conditions.  The  claim  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  chamber  of  council. 

The  chamber  of  council  shall  also  decide,  after  hearing  the  foreigner,  whether  there 
be  reason  or  not  to  transmit,  whoUy  or  in  part,  the  pai>ers  and  other  objects  seized  to 
the  foreign  government  asking;  for  the  extra<lition.  It  shall  order  the  restitution  of 
papers  and  other  objects  not  d&ectly  connected  with  the  act  imjiuted  to  the  accused. 
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Articxb  V. 

The  foreigner  provisionally  arrested  shall  be  set  at  liberty  if,  within  two  rtonths,  ho 
d<«'s  not  receive  notice,  either  of  a  judgment  or  sentence  of  condemnation,  or  of  an 
order  of  the  chamber  of  council,  a  decree  of  the  indicting  chamber,  or  a  deed  of  crimi- 
nal prosecntioTi  issued  by  the  competent  judge,  fomially  decreeing  or  lawfully  commit- 
tiug  the  accused  for  trial  before  the  repressive  jurisdiction. 

Article  VI. 

The  treaties  concluded,  in  virtue  of  the  i^resent  law,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Moniieur; 
they  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  until  ten  days  after  the  date  borne  by  that  jouiiial. 

Article  VII. 

Extradition  cannot  take  place  if,  since  the  imputed  act,  prosecution  or  condemnation, 
jireficription  of  the  action,  or  of  the  penalty  is  acquired  according  to  the  laws  of  Belgium. 

Article  VIII. 

Articles  2  and  3  of  the  law  of  December  30,  1836,  on  the  repression  of  crimes  and 
offi-nses  committed  by  Belgians  abroad,  are  applicable  to  the  inlractions  provided  for  by 
.Uticle  1  of  the  present  law. 

Article  IX. 

They  are  likewise  applicable  to  infractions  in  matter  of  forest,  country,  or  fishery. 

Article  X. 

Tlie  foreigner  who,  after  committing,  out  of  the  territory  of  the  kingdom,  any  of  the 
infractions  provided  for  by  Article  1  of  the  law  of  December  30,  181^,  and  by  Articles  1 
and  9  of  the  present  law,  shall  acquire  or  recover  his  (luality  of  a  Belgian  citizen,  may, 
if  he  is  in  I^*lgium,  be  there  prosecuted,  tried  and  punished  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  within  the  limits  determined  by  the  said  law  of  December  30,  1836. 

Article  XI. 

The  law  of  July  7,  1865,  relative  to  foreigners,  is  moreover  applicable  to  the  foreigner 
rwiiiling  in  Belgium  who  has  been  prosecuted  or  condemned  abroad  for  any  of  the 
infractions  provided  for  by  Article  1  of  the  present  law. 

Article  XII. 

The  disposition  of  the  law  of  October  1, 1833,  with  the  exception  of  Article  6,  are 
ahrogated. 
We  promulgate  the  present  law,  order  it  to  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  state,  and 
'^ihedf  


pabUshed  through  the  medium  of  the  Afoniteur, 
Given  at  Brussels  AprU  5, 1868. 

By  the  King : 

Sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  state. 


LEOPOLD. 

JIXES  BARD, 
The  Minister  of  Justice. 

JULES  BARD, 
The  Minister  of  Justice. 


Mr.  Sanfard  to  Mr.  Setcanh 

No.  481.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels^  May  29,  1868. 

SiK:  The  house  of  representatives  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  18th. 
The  senate  is  now  in  session,  but  has  about  tenniuated  its  labors. 

The  only  act  of  special  importance  of  this  Parliament  is  the  law  for 
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the  reorgaiuzation  of  the  army,  reported  to  you  at  the  time  of  its  pas- 
sage. 

On  thfe  9th  proximo  elections  take  phice  to  provide  for  the  removal 
of  one-half  the  members  of  the  house,  where  terms  expire  at  that  date. 
There  is  nothing  to  indicate  any  change  of  importance  in  the  present 
condition  of  parties.  The  provincial  elections  which  were  held  four  days 
ago  would  so  imply.  Great  interest  wa^?  felt  in  those  elections  at  Ant- 
werp, and  there  appears  to  have  been  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
liberals  that  a  change  would  be  wTought  in  the  representation  of  that 
city.  The  result,  as  indicating  that  the  local  and  persistent  oi>i>osition  to 
the  government  that  has  charact(?rized  the  representation  of  Antweri)  is 
to  be  continued,  is,  I  have  not  doubt,  a  source  of  considerable  di8api>oiut- 
ment  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFOKD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ^  Washington,  D.  G. 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  482.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BrnsseU,  June  5, 18G8. 

Sir  :  The  Franklin  arrived  at  Flushing  yesterday,  and  Admiral  Far- 
ragut  is  exiiected  at  Antwerp  to-morrow  on  a  steamer  sent  down  by  this 
government  to  conduct  him  up  the  river. 

On  receiving  word  from  Lisbon  of  his  intended  visit,  I  requseted  Mr. 
Vanderstichelin  to  inform  his  Majesty,  who  had  previously  expressed  to 
me  the  pleasure  it  would  give  him  to  receive  the  admiral,  and  to-day  the 
grand  marshal  of  the  court  has  called  to  invite  him  and  twenty-flve  of 
his  officers  to  dine  with  his  Majesty  on  Monday. 

The  Ticonderoga  is  expected  at  Antwerp  in  two  or  three  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFOKD. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^liington,  JD.  C. 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

jS^o.  484.]  Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

Brussels,  June  12, 1808. 

Sir  :  Admiral  Farragut  arrived  here  on  the  8th,  and  with  his  staff  and 
other  officers  dined  with  the  King  at  the  palace  on  the  same  evening. 
All  the  members  of  the  cabinet  were  present,  with  this  leg«ation,  at  the 
beautiful  banquet  given  in  honor  of  that  gallant  commander.  On  tbe 
following  day  the  admiral  went,  by  invitation,  with  his  staff,  Captain 
Wyman  of  the  Ticonderoga,  and  Mrs.  Farragut,  to  breakfast  at  the 
palace  at  Laeken,  where  they  were  received  by  the  Queen,  who  was  not 
present  at  the  entertainment  at  Brussels,  where  1  also  accompanied  them 
with  my  family. 

Last  "evening  the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  the  high  officials  of  the  court, 
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and  the  representatives  of  those  countries  where  the  admiral  has  been 
received  with  esx)ecial  conrtesy,  met  him  at  dinner  at  this  lej^ation. 

To-day  he  has  left  for  Leip  to  visit  some  of  the  mannfactnriu*|:  estab- 
lishments there,  and  he  proceeds  thence  to  visit  the  steel  works  at  Essen, 
expecting  to  be  back  here  in  time  to  receive  the  King  on  board  the 
Franklin  off  Ostend,  about  the  22d  instant. 

Tbe  most  cordial  desire  has  been  manifested  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  officials  of  the  government  to  treat  the  admiral  with  due  con- 
sideration and  make  his  stay  here  pleasant. 

The  Ticx)nderoga,  which  reached  Antwerp  on  the  10th,  is  still  lying 
in  the  Scheldt  betbre  that  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingtOTij  D,  C, 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  486.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels^  June  23,  1868. 

SiK :  The  King  and  Queen,  accompanied  by  all  the  members  of  the 
cabinet  save  one,  and  by  several  of  the  foreign  ministers,  members  of 
tbe  royal  household,  &c.,  went  down  by  special  train  to  Ostend  yester- 
day morning  and  visited  the  Franklin  and  Ticonderoga,  which  had  come 
off  that  port  for  their  reception. 

Their  Majesties  were  received  by  Admiral  Farragut  and  his  officers 
with  due  courtesy  and  attention,  and  after  spending  several  hours  on 
his  ship  witnessing  various  exercises,  target  practice,  &e.,  and  ])artaking 
of  lunch,  returned  to  Brussels.  I  accompanied  them,  and  their  Majesties 
expressed  to  me  repeatedly  and  most  heartily  the  pleasure  which  the 
vivsit  and  the  cordial  and  hosjiitable  reception  they  received  had  given 
them. 

The  ships  left  this  morning  for  Southampton.  The  visits  of  our  ships 
of  war  to  Belgian  waters  produce  an  excellent  effect,  and  they  are  cor- 
dially welcomed  by  the  authorities  and  people  now  as  they  were  dur- 
ing the  war,  when  the  ports  of  neighboring  states  were  practically  closed 
to  them.     I  hope  their  visits  will  be  continued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFOKD. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr,  Seimrd, 

So.  491.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  July  31, 1868. 
SiK:  Iha^e  not  heretofore  felt  called  upon  to  make  mention  of  the 
rumors  touching  a  projected  Belgo-French  Customs  Union,  which  have, 
of  late,  occupied  the  French  press,  but  the  prominence  the  subject  has 
acquired  in  the  public  mind  leads  me  now  to  refer  to  it. 
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I  have  reason  to  belieA  e  that  no  propositions  or  overtures  looking  to 
such  a  transaction  have  been  made  to  this  government  by  that  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon.  It  is  not,  however,  a  new  question,  but  has  been 
the  object  of  careful  examination  by  the  two  governments  at  various 
times  under  various  administrations  during  the  reign  of  Louis  Philippe. 

The  same  reasons  that  prevented  carrying  out  the  project  then,  would, 
doubtless,  be  quite  as  potent  now.  The  political  concessions  to  France, 
such  as  jurisdiction,  of  French  tribunals  and  authorities  in  customs 
matters  and  the  exercise  by  French  custom-house  officials  of  their  func- 
tions in  Belgium,  which  were  expected  in  return  for  the  advantages 
that,  in  a  commercial  and  industrial  point  of  view,  would  be  on  the  side 
of  that  power,  with  the  more  extended  market  for  their  products,  would 
hardly  be  granted  by  this  government  or  acceded  to  by  the  people. 

The  persistency  of  the  rumors  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  pubhc 
mind  is  being  prepared  for  some  movement  of  the  kind  on  the  part  of 
France;  my  opinion  is,  that  if  made,  it  will  not  be  successful. 

There  are  those  here,  and  I  lean  to  their  opinion,  who  ascribe  the 
agitation  of  this  subject  to  the  war  party  at  Paris,  which  is  powerfid  and 
grows  more  active  and  openly  enterprising  as  the  colossal  military  prepa- 
rations of  France  approach  their  completion,  and  who  appear  to  be  on 
the  alert  for  a  foreign  question  to  work  upon. 

While  the  press  here  is  generally  silent  with  regard  to  the  iwssible 
disturbance  of  peace  by  France,  there  is  not,  among  thinking  men  whom 
I  come  in  contact  with,  entire  freedom  from  apprehension  on  that  score. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SAKFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Mr,  Teaman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  134.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  Fehraary  12, 1868. 
Sra:  An  interesting  question  discussed  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Danish  Bigsdag  has  been  the  proposal  to  introduce  and  adopt  the  trial 
by  jury  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  criminal  causes  and  political 
offenses.  Here,  as  in  France  and  some  other  countries  of  Europe,  the 
custom  is  adhered  to  of  questioning  the  accused,  a  practice  so  inadmis- 
sible under  the  reasoning  of  the  common  law.  And  here,  in  the  ancient 
cradle  of  the  jury  system,  the  accused  depends  upon  the  judges  before 
whom  he  is  tried  for  his  acquittal  or  condemnation..  The  jury  system, 
which  had  been  falling  into  desuetude  for  some  time  previous,  almost 
entirely  disappears  from  the  Danish  code  of  1683.  The  present  course 
of  justice  in  Denmark  is  so  careful,  painstaking,  and  in  the  main  so 
impartial  and  satisfactory,  that  the  proposal  to  restore  trial  by  jury  is 
Mieved  not  to  be  made  so  much  with  the  expectation  of  improving  its 
administration,  as  on  account  of  the  supposed  value  of  the  trial  by  jury 
as  a  political  element  and  safeguard.  The  party  of  advanced  liberalism 
in  Europe  are  not  mere  levellers,  undiscriminating  and  frantic  worship- 
pers of  equality,  suffrage,  and  democracy.  Many  of  them-  are  learned 
jurists,  duly  conservative  as  well  as  liberal.  They  know  the  political 
influence  which  trial  by  jury  has  exercised  in  developing,  and,  at  times, 
saving  liberty  in  the  countries  where  that  mode  of  trial  had  been  intro- 
duced by  Scandinavian  invaders  and  immigrants  many  centuries  ago; 
and  it  would  now  be  a  curious  historical  incident,  an  almost  unexampled 
restoration  of  a  jurisprudential  polity  once  changed  or  abandoned,  if 
Denmark  should  now  borrow  or  rehabilitate  that  which  she  had  given 
to  others  and  lost  to  herself. 

The  new  constitution  of  Denmark,  adopted  in  1866,  provides  for  trial 
by  jury  in  criminal  causes  and  iK)litical  offences.  The  French  text  in 
the  published  translation  authorized  by  government  \»:  .^^ Le  jury  sera 
applique  en  matiere  criminelle  etpour^les  deliU  poUtiquea.^  I  can  form,  no 
opinion  of  the  original  Danish  text,  but  it  appears  that  the  present 
government  regarcfi  the  constitutional  provision  as  enabling,  as  being  a 
grant  of  legislative  i)Ower,  and  not  as  an  obligatory  command.  The 
cabmet  feel  disinclined  to  sudden  and  material  alterations  in  the  forms 
and  means  of  judicial  procedure,  alterations  whicli  certainly  should  be 
receiv^  with  great  caution  in  every  country,  and,  without  rejecting  the 
proposal  to  introduce  trial  by  jury,  they  do  not  feel  prepared  to  indorse 
any  formulation  of  it  which  has  been  offered,  and  while  there  is  a  con- 
siderable party  advocating  the  measure  in  the  Kigsdag,  it  seems  probable 
that  no  proposition  can  be  a^lopted  without  ministerial  support.  The 
discussion  has  ended  in  such  way  as  to  indicate  that  nothing  more  will 
be  done  this  session. 

The  jury  system,  in  different  forms,  can  be  traced  among  the  Gothic 
Scandinavian  nations  as  far  back  as  there  is  any  authentic  history  or 
tradition  of  their  institutions.    It  is  not  improbable  that  the  germs  of  it 
6  D  c— 70L.  n  # 
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» 
were  brought  from  central  western  Asia,  between  the  north  bank  of  the 
Indus  and  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Caspian  sea,  as  a  tribal  institation, 
by  tlie  followers  of  Odin.  This  can  never  be  kno^vn  with  certainty,  though 
contended  for  by  learned  scholars.  But  it  is  known  that  for  centuries 
after  the  arrival  of  these  fierce,  liberty-lo\ing  people  in  northern  Europe, 
personal  combat  and  vengeance,  family  and  hereditary  feuds,  natural  aud 
individual  warfare,  were  so  common  as  to  be  deemed  an  evil  even  by 
tribes  who  deemed  it  disgraceful  for  a  man  to  die  a  natural  death— fell- 
ing in  war  being  the  surest  admittance  to  their  mythological  heaven. 
The  "price^  paid  for  wounds  and  various  other  injuries,  the  origin  of 
our. fines  and  damages,  and  the  judgments  of  the  *•  Things,'^  said  to  derive 
their  name  from  the  function  of  speaking  or  pronouncing,  are  the  fim 
rude  points  around  which  civil  law  and  social  order,  a«  distinguished 
from  organizations  for  predatory  warfare,  began  to  form  themselves,  and 
by  means  of  which  the  unbridled  natural  remedy  of  personal  warfare  was 
gradually  taken  from  the  individual  and  consolidated  into  the  right  and 
duty  of  society  to  punish  for  all  oflfene^s.  Things  were  of  different  sorts; 
some  political,  some  judicial,  but  more  generally,  as  the  Althing,  com- 
bining the  two  capacities.  Thejudicial  Thing  was  nearly  always  composed 
of  men  who  acted  both  as  witnesses  and  jurors,  being  preferred  on  account 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  facts,  though  the  requisite  qualifications  of  dis- 
interestedness, and  being  a  "housekeeper,''  are  as  old  as  the  faintest  lights 
of  northern  history. 

These  Gothic  Things,  so  long  existing  among  the  Normans,  Danes, 
Jutes  and  Angles  of  Scandinavia,  (all  of  whom  may  correctly  be  called 
either  Goths  or  Norsemen,)  the  custom  of  selecting  "good  men,"  at  first 
to  hear  the  law  recited  and  then  decide  the  facts,  but  later  to  decide 
both  law  and  facts,  then  to  declare  or  ascertain  the  law,  then  again  to 
amend  the  law,  to  "  swear"  (adjudge)  the  truth  in  disputed  crises,  and 
at  times  to  grant,  not  to  levy  taxes  or  subsidies,  are  indisputably  the 
origin  of  the  English  and  American  grand  and  petit  juries,  and  are 
nearly  as  plainly  the  mother  germ  from  which  has  sprung  our  entire 
system  of  organized  representative  government.  .  The  convention  or 
parliament  of  selected  twelves,  called  by  the  conqueror  to  ascertain  and 
authenticate  the  Saxon  laws  in  force  previous  to  his  advent,  the  House 
of  Commons,  Congress,  every  State  legislature,  every  township  council 
or  board,  are  the  political  fruits  of  this  ancient  (Gothic  institution.  The 
ethnological  term  "Anglo-Saxon"  may  be  correct  enough  for  general 
designation  when  applied  to  the  mass  of  the  i>eople  of  England  and  the 
United  States;  but  as  a  political  term  applicable  to  English  and  Amer- 
ican institutions,  it  is  not  accurate.  *  The  Saxons  were  certainly  allied, 
both  in  blood  and  institutions,  to  the  pure  Goths  of  Scandinavia.  But 
among  the  Saxons  on  the  (continent,  and  even  among  the  Anglo-Saxons 
when  they  had  succeeded  the  Eomans  on  the  island,  there  was  more  of 
aristocracy,  more  of  slavery-,  less  of  the  jury  system,  less  of  vox  populi 
than  existed  during  the  same  ages  among  the  Northmen,  Danes  and 
Jutes,  and  who,  by  their  irruptions,  settlements  and  temporary  con- 
quests, planted  their  institutions  among  the  people  of  England.  As  an 
institutional  or  political  term,  Anglo-Gothic,  Anglo-Korman  or  Anglo- 
Scjindinavian,  would  either  of  tiiem  be  more  accurate  than  Anglo-Saxon. 

The  unanimity  required  in  the  verdicts  of  English  and  American  juries 
was  not  required  among  the  Gothic  nations,  where  majorities  rendered 
the  verdict,  except  among  the  !N"ormans  after  they  went  to  Kormandy 
in  France^  but  was  very  probably  borrowed  from  that  other  and  quite 
different  institution,  the  "  wager  of  law ,"  by  which  the  accused  could 
acquit  himself  by  procuring  a  certain  number  of  men,  selected  by  him- 
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sdf,  to  swear  nnanimonsly  that  he  was  not  guilty,  which  generally  meant 
that  they  did  not  believe  he  was  guilty,  a  form  of  trial  made  more  com- 
mon among  the  Saxons  than  the  jury,  and  was  also  known  in  Scandina- 
via, where  it  was  not  deemed  so  "lawful;"  that  is,  not  having  so  much 
of  the  force  of  a  law  as  the  verdict  of  a  jury  had. 

In  Sweden  the  jury  exists  to-day  as  it  has  for  a  thousand  years  or  more. 
A  verdict  is  given  by  one-half  the  jury,  or  any  greater  proportion,  and 
the  judge,  or  by  a  unanimous  jury  against  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
there  being  no  verdict  when  a  majority  are  opposed  to  a  minority  and 
the  judge.  From  Norway  the  jury  was  carried  by  emigrants  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  centuries  to  Iceland,  and  by  Rollo  and  his  followers  to 
Normandy.  In  the  Sagas,  the  repositories  of  the  history,  the  law,  the 
tragedy,  the  poetry  and  the  literaoire  of  the  Icelandic  republic,  the 
freest  and  most  cultivated  community  of  the  dark  ages,  there  are  regu- 
hiriy  reported  trials  a  century  before  Hastings  was  fought,  and  several 
centuries  older  than  the  oldest  Year  Book  of  English  cases.  In  these 
carious  and  mixed  records  the  summons  of  the  jury,  arraigning  the 
accused  or  the  defendant  in  a  ci\nl  action,  challenge  of  the  panel,  chal- 
lenge for  cause,  the  declaration,  pleas,  demurrers,  non-suits,  outlawry  and 
shrewd  objections  to  the  competency  of  witnesses  and  of  evidence,  all 
distinctly  appear,  delivered  orally  by  men  learned  and  renowned  in  the 
land.  The  replication,  the  rejoinder,  the  rebutter  and  sur-rehutter  do  not 
appear,  but  enough  is  seen  to  indicate  unmistakably  where  our  system 
of  common-law  pleadings  comes  from.  It  is  known  that  some  of  the 
neighboring  pro\inces  and  cities  in  France  borrowed  their  intricate  but 
accurate  pleadings  from  Normandy,  while  the  Normans  were  learning  to 
dress  their  own  law  and  pleas  in  the  rude  French  dialect  of  that  pro- 
vince, the  conquerors,  as  usual,  imposing  their  own  laws  and  learning  a 
new  language. 

If  the  jury  system  of  Scandinavia  has  not  performed  the  pointed  part 
which  it  occasionally  has  in  England,  as  in  the  trial  of  the  seven  bishops 
and  the  prosecution  of  the  publisher  of  the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  it  has 
yet  sown  the  seeds  from  which  have  sprung  and  been  slowly  developed 
all  the  most  valuable  of  modem  political  institutions.  In  most  of  the 
states  we  have  discarded  the  English  custom  of  the  judges  "summing 
up,"  sometimes  artful,  sometimes  insolent,  generally  fair,  and  seldom  of 
any  real  service  to  justice.  We  could  now  consider  whether  absolute 
unanimity  may  not  safely  be  dispensed  with ;  whether,  after  all,  the 
value  of  the  jury  is  not  mainly  political  and  not  judicial;  whether  it  is 
not  less  a  necessity  in  a  perfectly  free  community  than  in,  one  composed 
of  the  three  orders ;  whether  its  fuhctions  have  not  in  great  part  been 
discharged,  and  that  in  future  it  is  to  be  simply  a  preservation  and  safe- 
guard instead  of  a  forming  and  guiding  influence — ^that  is,  whether  its 
ftiture  function  is  not  conservative  inst^d  of  progressive,  and  therefore 
whether  we  may  not  well  limit  its  application  to  penal,  criminal,  and 
political  causes  and  actions  arising  in  tort,  leaving  all  matters  of  account, 
contract,  title,  and  estates  to  the  courts. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  the  great  length  of  this  paper.  Strict  official 
duty  did  not  require  it ;  but  in  gi\ing  an  account  of  an  interesting  question 
here,  confe8se<lly  of  a  semi-political  character,  I  was  naturally  led  into 
some  observations  upon  the  origin  and  history,  the  uses  and  defects,  of 
the  jur>'  system. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  TEAMAN. 

Hon.  WrLX-iAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  (7. 
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Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  135.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Copenhagen^  February  18, 1868. 

Sib:  I  pursue  in  this  dispatch  a  subject  kindred  to  the  one  treated  in 
my  hust.  Since  1795  there  has  been  in  operation  in  Denmark  a  judicial 
institution  of  a  peculiar  and  important  character,  some  account  of  which 
must  have  an  interest  for  those  accustomed  to  study  the  administration 
of  justice. 

The  bench  and  the  bar  of  England  and  the  United  States  have  long 
ceased  to  accept  our  fabric  of  common  law  and  equity  as  a  perfect  sys- 
tem of  reason,  or  of  justice  based  on  reason,  and  have  sought  to  emich 
it,  supply  it^  defects,  and  mould  it  into  a  system  at  once  symmetrical 
and  phistic,  by  bringing  to  its  aid  the  reasoning  and  the  rules  of  other 
systems  and  codes,  especially  of  the  Roman  civil  law.  While  attention 
is  now  perhaps  suiticiently  awake  to  the  importance  of  this,  it  is  possi- 
ble we  have  not  derived  that  benefit  which  we  might  have  obtained  hy 
studying  more  closely  the  judicial  machinery  also  of  other  enlightened 
states. 

The  Danish  institution  to  which  I  refer  has  given  such  entire  satisfac- 
tion, has  so  thoroughly  proved  its  value  by  its  working  and  its  results, 
that  neither  the  government  nor  the  people  could  now  be  persuaded  to 
renounce  it.  Its  name  may  best  be  translated,  and  its  functions  best 
described,  in  the  English  language  by  calling  it  the  court  of  reconciliation. 
It  is  not  arbitration  and  award,  it  is  not  simple  accord,  and  it  is  not 
purely  a  judicial  court,  because  the  judgigent  rendered  is  always  based 
on  consent.  ^ 

In  Copenhagen,  it  is  composed  of  one  judge,  who  is  a  member  or  jus- 
tice of  the  regular  court  of  superior  and  appellate  jurisdiction,  and  two 
assistants,  generally  members  of  the  city  government  or  administration. 
In  the  provinces  or  country  districts,  it  is  composed  of  the  judge  of  the 
regular  court  of  su])erior  jurisdiction,  and  two  assistants  who  are  non- 
professional citizens.  Before  this  tribunal,  thus  composed,  every  ciiuse, 
great  or  small,  every  complaint  upon  which  a  ci\il  action  may  be  based, 
is  required  to  be  brought  and  heard  before  any  litigation,  j>roperly  so 
called,  can  be  had  upon  it  in  the  regular  courts  of  justice  of  compidsory 
jurisdiction.  Those  courts  have  no  power  to  hear  and  determine,  and, 
the  objection  being  made,  will  dismiss  any  action,  unless  it  appears  that 
the  cause  has  been  he^ird  in  the  court  of  reconciliation,  and  that  the 
advice  there  given  has  not  resulted  in  an  understanding  or  a  judgment 
by  consent. 

The  substance  of  the  proceeding  is  thjit  the  complaining  party  lodges 
a  plain,  untechnical  statement  of  his  complaint  in  the  court  of  recon- 
ciliation, where  both  parties  are  then  required  to  appear  at  an  early  day,  in 
person  and  without  counsel,  and  generally  without  witnesses,  though 
w  hen  deemed  necessary  witnesses  are  heard.  I  am  not  familiar  with 
the  process  of  procuring  the  at^ndance  of  the  defendant  or  party  com- 
plained of,  nor  if  his  attendance  is  discretionary,  with  the  full  effect  of 
his  willful  absence  after  notice  or  citation.  But  the  disadvantage  of 
having  the  cause  heard  in  his  absence  and  stated  by  the  adverse  party 
only,  and  the  certainty  that  the  complainant  would  "at  least  be  allowed 
to  litigate  the  case  in  the  courts  of  compulsory  jurisdiction,  seem  amply 
mifticient  to  secure  attendance. 

In  court,  face  to  face,  the  parties  state  their  own  cause,  and  are  also 
questioned  by  the  judge  so  far  as  he  thinks  necessary.  _  This  generally 
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closes  the  examination  of  the  case,  but  the  court  can  allow  or  require 
witnesses  to  be  called.  The  court  having  thus  acquired  the  facts  as  far 
as  agreed  upon,  and  the  statement  of  each  party  u))on  disputed  matters, 
as  well  as  other  evidence  when  it  is  deemed  requisite,  the  judge  care- 
fully explains  to  the  parties  the  law  which  he  thinks  ai)plicable  to  the 
ease,  and  explains  what  he  deems  the  strict  legal  right;  and  then  the 
whole  court,  upon  the  whole  case,  legal  and  moral,  make  such  sugges- 
tions, and  give  to  the  parties  such  advice,  as  is  deemed  appropriate  in 
the  premises.  Having  heard  this  advice,  it  is  entirely  optional  with 
the  parties  to  adopt  it  or  not.  They  may  adopt  it  exactly  as  given,  or 
they  may  reject  it  entirely  and  come  to  no  agreement ;  or  they  may  come 
to  an  agreement  entirely  of  their  own  making,  or  to  one  based  in  part 
on  the  views  of  the  court  and  in  part  upon  tlieir  own  conclusions.  If 
no  agreement  or  reconciliation  is  reached,  that  fact  is  announced  and 
noted  of  record,  and  the  parties  go  their  way,  with  perfect  liberty  t4> 
abandon  the  matter  or  to  put  it  in  course  of  regular  litigation.  But  if 
an  agreement  is  had,  that  agreement,  whether  it  be  that  the  matter  is 
reconciled  and  abandoned,  or  that  one  party  recovers  of  the  other,  is 
entered  as  the  judgment  of  the  court,  is  final,  and  is  in  all  respects  as 
binding  and  efficient  as  the  judgipent  of  any  other  court.  Execution 
may  go  upon  it,  and  it  may  be  pleaded  in  complete  bar  of  any  other  or 
farther  proceedings  for  the  same  complaint  or  cause  of  action. 

The  theoretical  criticisms  which  can  be  made,  from  the  common  law 
point  of  view,  upon  a  tribunal  thus  organized,  are  sufficiently  apparent. 
Besides  these  there  is  another  objection  which,  relating  only  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  court,  would  be  easily  remedied;  that  is,  that  the  judge 
who  presides  over  the  court  of  reconciliation  ought  not  to  be  the  judge 
or  a  member  of  the  court  of  coercive  justice,  before  which  the  matter 
may  be  afterwards  litigated,  as  he  might  carry  into  the  hearing  there 
some  feeling  of  stringency,  if  not  of  harshness,  against  a  party  who,  in 
the  judge's  opinion,  may  have  perversely  or  in  bad  temper  resisted  all 
efforts  to  adjust  the  matter  in  dispute  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
the  court  of  reconciliation.  But  all  theoretical  criticism  seems  unavail- 
ing in  the  presence  of  the  fe<;ts,  in  view  of  the  practical  operation  of  the 
eourt  and  of  the  universal  satisfaction  which  it  has  given.  It  has  in  a 
wonderful  degree  simplified  the  adjustment  of  disputes,  lessened  litiga- 
tion and  lessened  the  cost,  both  in  time  and  money,  of  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  whUe  its  judgments  are  felt  to  be  as  satisfactory  in  the  main 
as  those  reached  after  the  most  tedious  and  costly  litigation.  The  most 
astonishing  feature  of  its  operation  is  the  number  of  judgment's,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  number  of  cases  heard,  which  the  court  renders. 

The  Foreign  Office  has  furnished  me  with  a  tabular  statement,  hei*e- 
with  inclosed,  of  the  statistics  of  this  court  from  the  year  18G0  to  1864, 
inciosive.  By  reference  to  section  !No  1  of  this  statement,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  total  number  of  appearances  or  causes  presented  to  the  court 
throughout  Denmark  for  the  five  yeal*s  named  was  183,628:  of  which  were 
reconciled  and  adjudged  123,897;  postponed,  or  continued  for  further  hear- 
ing, 2,544;  permission  given  for  furthei*  and  formal  litigation  in  other 
courts,  57,187;  actually  litigated,  25,967.  Thus  only  about  one-seventh 
of  the  disputes  arising  in  the  kingdom  being  finally  and  formally  litigated 
in  the  courts  of  law.  These  statistics,  when  compared  with  our  own 
mode  of  litigation,  may  be  in  some  degree  misleading.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  parties  may  often  take  before  this  friendly,  expeditious,  and 
inexpensive  tribunal  disputes  which  in  its  absence  they  would  not  ven- 
ture or  would  not  care  to  litigate,  just  as  good  legal  advice  and  friendly 
oflSces  sometimes  prevent  litigation  in  other  countries.    Yet  there  is 
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enough  in  these  figures  to  excite  the  curiosity  and  even  Uie  admiration 
of  jurists  and  statesmen.^  By  examining  the  numbers,  which  are  given 
separately  for  each  of  the  five  years  named,  it  will  be  found  that  while 
the  whole  number  of  cases  brought  to  the  courts  of  reconciliation  is 
decreasing,  the  proportion  determined  there  is  increasing ;  this  propor- 
tion is  always  considerably  over  half  of  the  whole  number  heard,  while 
of  the  number  which,  by  the  result  in  this  court,  may  be  further  and 
regularly  litigated,  considerably  less  than  half  are  actually  so  litigated. 
These  results  are  more  than  satisfactory.  They  are  a  serious  and  im- 
portant lesson  to  other  peoples. 

Section  6  of  the  same  table  gives  the  statistics  of  this  court  for  the 
Danish  West  Indies  for  the  same  years,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  number  of  ca^es  in  those  dependencies  was  2,408 :  reconciled  and 
adjudged,  1,700  5  permitted  to  go  to  further  suit,  708 ;  of  these  last  were 
actually  litigated,  281.         • 

These  figures,  showing  the  operation  of  the  institution  in  a  remote  and 
isolated  part  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  population  almost  entirely  diflferent, 
while  giving  results  slightly  more  favorable  even  than  in  Denmark 
proper,  give  the  same  general  showing,  and  very  nearly  in  the  samepro- 
f>ortions,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  something  in  the 
working  of  the  system  which  would  eveiywhere  tend  to  produce  the 
same  general  results. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMAU. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  G. 


Mr,  Teaman  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  136.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  March  6,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  dispatches 
to  1^0.  81,  of  the  18th  February,  inclusive. 

Touching  political  affairs  here,  very  lively  interest  and  discussion  have 
been  excited  by  a  proposed  law  amending  the  organization  of  the 
established  church.  By  constitutional  recognition  the  Lutheran  is  the 
established  church,  and  the  constitution  or  organization  of  this  national 
church  is  required  to  be  regulated  by  law.  But  liberty  of  dissent  is 
complete,  and  every  citizen  has  the  right  to  unite  with  any  society  or 
communion  for  divine  worship,  according  to  his  own  conviction,  subject 
only  to  the  restriction  that  their  doctrines  are  not  contrary  to  good  mor- 
als and  public  order. 

The  clergymen  of  the  several  parishes  and  congregations  of  the 
Lutheran  church  are  appointed  by  the  authority  and  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  government.  The  pincipal  feature  of  the  change  now  pro- 
posed is,  that  whenever  in  any  parish  20  or  more  families  unite  in  the 
desire  to  select  their  own  pastor  and  of  themselves  form  a  congregation 
for  religious  worship  and  teaching,  they  may  do  so,  but  without  thereby 
dissolving  their  connection  with  the  Lutheran  or  established  church,  and 
may  continue,  as  constituent  parts  of  that  church,  to  be  entitle<l  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  of  its  membership. 

This  has  given  rise  to  very  animated  discussions  among  the  people, 
who  are  divided  upon  it,  about  as  would  be  natural  to  expect,  viewing 
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it  in  its  xM>Iitical  aspects ;  apiong  the  bishops,  who  are  nearly  all  opposed 
to  it;  by  the  public  press,  which  is  nearly  unanimous  for  it ;  and  in  the 
Rigsdag,  where  it  has  passed  the  Folketbing  by  a  large  majority,  and 
where  it  meets  with  very  great  opposition  on  the  Landsthing. 

The  cabinet  are  united  in  its  support,  not  so  much,  I  think,  on  account 
of  the  importance  they  attach  to  it,  as  on  account  of  the  belief  that  it  is 
harmless  if  not  advantageous,  and  that  making  this  concession  now 
may  prevent  further  agitation  and  other  demands  much  more  serious. 
It  has  been,  so  far,  made  a  ministerial  measure,  and  therefore  a  cabinet 
question,  that  the  continuance  in  office  of  the  present  ministry  appeared 
to  dei^end  in  a  large  measure,  if  not  directly,  upon  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  law  by  the  Landsthing.    But  recently  the  minister  of 
religion  and  instruction,  under  whose  special  charge  the  measure  falls, 
has,  owing  to  his  very  feeble  health,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  the 
King  will  probably  accept,  and  then  the  matter  will  not  likely  be  further 
m-g^  until  the  selection  and  nomination  of  another  minister  of  similar 
views.  ••••  •••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMAX. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  , 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  140.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  April  6,  1868. 
Sib  :  Captain  T.  Morris*  Chester,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Garnet  League  "  for  the  education  and  religious  elevation  of  the  freed- 
men,"  has  recently  visited  Copenhagen  in  the  prosecution  of  his  agency 
in  soliciting  pecuniary  aid  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  humane  and 
commendable  object.  He  has  heretofore  visited  England,  Eussia,  Hol- 
land, and  Hamburg,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  with  encouraging  suc- 
cess. Such  efforts  have  no  relation  to  the  government,  and  very  little 
to  the  duty  of  its  diplomatic  agents  abroad,  their  action  in  the  matter 
being  more  an  affair  of  disposition  and  choice  than  of  oflftcial  duty.  But 
I  take  pleasure  in  noting  the  fact  that  he  has  been  received  in  Denmark 
with  distinguished  kindness  and  liberality  by  the  people,  by  the  chief 
officials  of  the  government,  and  by  the  King,  who  accorded  him  a  very 
friendly  and  interesting  audience.  And  this  favorable  reception  here 
was  not  merely  or  entirely  personal  to  him,  as  an  intelligent  and  culti- 
vated man,  as  the  representative  in  blood  and  race  of  a  people  still 
laboring  under  the  effects  of  their  late  condition,  but  it  ha<s  also  been 
tbe  expression  of  a  very  lively  interest  in  the  labor  to  which  he  devotes 
himself.  He  has,  in  this  community,  reflected  credit  upon  the  people 
from  whom  he  is  sprung  and  whose  cause  he  pleads,  and  his  visit  has 
brought  to  view  in  this  capital  a  kind  %nd  enlightened  interest  in  their 
development  and  elevation.  That  such  views  should  so  rapidly  attain 
throughout  the  most  civilized  parts  of  the  world  must  be  as  pleasing  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  as  it  is  encouraging  to  a  newly 
emancipated  people. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  WashingUmj  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Yeaman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'  [Extract.] 

No.  143.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  April  29, 1868. 

Sm :  On  the  22d  instant  Count  Frijs,  president  of  tbe  council  and 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  indicated  definitively  to  the  Landsthing  that 
the  cabinet  would  feel  bound  to  ofter  their  resignation  in  the  event  of 
the  rejection  of  the  eccle^^iastical  law,  of  which  1  gave  an  account  in  my 
No.  136,  of  the  6th  March;  and  tor  several  days  it  seemed  very  doubtfol 
what  the  result  would  be,  and  seemed  probable  that  the  law  could  pass 
only  by  the  silence  or  absence  of  some  of  its  opponents.  Now,  however, 
an  amendment  of  the  law  has  been  agreed  to  in  the  Landsthing  which 
partially  satisfies  both  parties — at  least  is  accepted  as  a  compromise— 
and  which  the  opposition  prefer  to  a  dissolution  of  the  cabinet,  by  which 
the  right  is  not  made  absolute  for  20  families  to  organize  a  congregation 
for  worship,  and  to  select  their  own  pastor,  but  the  power  is  vested  in 
government  to  grant  such  privilege  at  its  discretion,  on  application 
being  made.  This,  for  the  present,  settles  the  controversy  in  the  Lands- 
thing  ;  but  the  amendment  makes  it  necessary  that  the  law  shall  go 
back  for  approval,  in  this  amended  form,  by  the  Folkething.  Should 
this  approval  be  obtained,  of  which  there  seems  at  present  but  little 
doubt,  all  immediate  anxiety  on  account  of  a  dissolution  of  the  present 
government  will  be  relieved. 

Some  weeks  ago  the  King. was  petitioned  by  several  of  the  most  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Folkething  to  consolidate  the  two  ministnes  of 
war  and  marine,  placing  them  both  under  the  direction  of  one  minister, 
by  which  it  was  claimed  the  management  of  the  army  and  navy  would 
be  more  ecou(Jmical,  more  harmonious,  and  more  energetic.  The  scheme 
was  indorsed  by  a  vote  of  the  Folkething,  but  up  to  this  time  the  King 
has  taken  no  action  upon  it.  I  am  satisfied,  indeed  I  may  state,  that 
the  cabinet  do  not  favor  the  measure ;  and  as  they  have  probably  ex- 
pressed this  opinion  or  advice  to  the  King,  it  may  be  predicted  that  he 

will  not  grant  the  prayer  of  the  i)etitioners. 

«  •  •  •  •  -  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  G. 


Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  161.]  Legation  of  the  XJnited  States, 

Copenhagen^  August  24, 18^8. 
'  Sm :  By  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  terminating  the  duchy  war  of  1863-'64 
between  Denmark  and  Germany,  and  by  the  provisions  of  which  Schles- 
wig  and  Holstein  were  ceded  to  Prussia  and  Austria,  it  was  stipulated 
that  they  should  pay  to  Denmark  an  amount  equal  to  that  proportion 
of  the  Danish  public  debt  which  should  be  to  the  whole  debt  as  tiie  two 
duchies  were  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  Denmark  before  the  war.  The 
amount  was  to  be  ascertained  by  commissioners,  who  afterwards  stated 
it  at  29,000,000  rigsdalers.    When  by  the  treaty  of  Prague  Austria  ceded 
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her  interest  in  the  duchies  to  Pmssia,  the  duty  of  perfonning  this  stipu- 
lation of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  naturally  devolved  on  Prussia.  Accord- 
ingly the  payment  of  the  whole  amount  of  29jfe00,000  has  recently  been 
completed,  haTing  been  heretofore  partially  effected.  The  payment  was 
made  principaUy  in  two  forms :  in  Russian  four  x>er  cent,  stocks,  and  in 
such  securities  representing  the  Danish  debt  as  were  found  in  the  hands 
of  charitable,  educational,  and  monetaiy  institutions  in  the  two  duchies, 
and  for  which  Prussia  substituted  her  own  securities — the  policy  of  this 
measure  being,  no  doubt,  to  identify  the  interests  of  the  duchies  more 
perfectly  with  Eh-ussia.  The  payment  to  Denmark  has  been  made  with- 
out reference  to  other  questions' pending  between  the  two  governments, 
and  has  no  relation  to  any  further  steps  in  the  negotiation  about  the 
fulfillment  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Prague,  providing  for  a 
vote  of  the  people  of  North  Schleswig  to  ascertain  whether  they  would 
remain  with  Prussia  or  return  to  Denmark.  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  TEAMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Teaman  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Xo.  174.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen^  October  23, 1868. 
Sm :  Yesterday  the  Eigsdag  voted  an  address  in  response  to  and  in 
harmony  with  the  King's  speech  at  the  opening  of  that  body.  In  the 
Landsthing,  or  upper  chamber,  the  vote  was  unanimous.  In  the  Folke- 
thing,  or  lower  house,  it  was  moved  to  amend  so  as  simply  to  congratu* 
late  the  King  on  the  betrothal  of  the  crown  prince  with  the  princess  of 
Sweden,  without  expressing  any  expectation  of  great  and  beneficial  re- 
sults from  this  union  of  the  two  royal  families;  and  also,  in  reference  to 
the  matter  of  North  Schleswig  and  the  treaty  of  Prague,  to  avoid  the 
use  of  the  word  hope  or  its  equivalent,  and  simply  to  express  a  desire  or 
wish  for  auspicious  results,  without  expressing  or  relinquishing  any  ex- 
pectation thereof.  These  amendments  were  rejected  by  a  vote  of  two 
to  one,  so  that  the  address,  as  voted  and  presented,  is  in  perfect  aceoi-d 
^Ith  the  royal  si>eech.  Viewing  the  speech  as  the  result  of  ministerial 
advice  and  consultation,  this  action  of  the  Eigsdag  may  be  taken  as  proof 
of  present  Entire  harmony  between  the  cabinet  and  the  representatives 
of  the  people. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMA3I, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Teaman  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  175.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  Novetnber  28, 1868. 
Sib  :  •  •  •        There  has  been,  for  some  weeks  past, 

an  unusual  dearth  here  in  political  and  diplomatic  matter  of  interest  to 
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other  governments,  political  discussions  having  turned  almost  exclusively 
upon  internal  and  domestic  aftairs. 

One  of  the  matters  whfth  have  attracted  public  attention  here,  and 
elicited  some  feeling,  is  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  military  organiza- 
tion  seeking  the  abolition  of  the  exemption  from  military  service  here- 
tofore extended  to  clergymen,  and  requiring  them  to  serve,  as  all  others 
are  now  required  to  do,  absolutely  for  a  given  length  of  time ;  the  right 
of  substitution  having  heretofore  been  abolished. 

This  amendment,  thus  affecting  the  clergy,  is  favored  in  the  Folkething 
and  opposed  in  the  Landsthing — votes  already  taken  having  develoi>ed 
so  marked  a  discordance  of  opinion  that  it  seems  probable  the  law  <5an 
only  be  passed,  if  at  all,  in  some  modified  form,  to  be  accepted  by  both 
houses  as  a  compromise. 

The  measure  is  advocated  and  urged  by  what  is  known  here  as  the 
agricultural  party,  their  representatives  in  the  Kigsdag  being  sometimes 
familiarly  spoken  of  ^  the  '*  peasants,"  and  with  us  would  be  called 
small  farmers.  Indeed,  peasants,  properly  so  called,  and  as  known  in  the 
past,  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  any  longer  in  this  kingdom. 

Bigid  as  the  proposed  law  may  appear,  it  has  its  hopeful  aspect,  and 
its  humane  as  well  as  its  political  and  military  significance.  The  exemp- 
tion of  the  clergy  from  military  service  could  only  be  abolished  because 
such  service  being  deemed  onerous  and  unpleasant,  as  the  duty  to  ren- 
der it  is  deemed  of  universal  obligationi>  the  exemption  is  found  to  be 
a  special  favor  and  benefit,  and  war  being  both  disagreeable  and  oner- 
ous, such  favor  or  benefit  derived  from  the  exemption  is  deemed  an 
inequality.  In  other  words,  war,  if  sometimes  a  duty,  is  always  a  hard- 
ship, and  exemption  from  it  is  considered  as  valuable  and  as  unequal  as 
any  other  special  privileges,  or  as  the  exemption  from  any  other  danger- 
ous and  disagreeable  thing  would  be. 

Thus  the  proposal  of  such  a  law,  while  bearing  upon  its  fiaee  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  most  stringent  military  measure,  may  at  bottom  indicate 
a  growing  distaste  and  disinclination  for  war,  and  may  be  one  of  the 
many  indirect  forms  in  which  that  humane  aversion  is  now  manifesting 
itself  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  The  character,  habits,  interests,  and 
instincts  of  the  party  urging  the  measure  here  would  seem  to  support 
this  view  as  to  one  of  its  meanings.  Its  local  political  indication  is  made 
greater  by  the  fact  that  the  church  is  a  government  establishment, 
though  Protestant,  and  the  clergy  men  are  practically  commissioned  gov- 
ernment officers. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  YEAMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Munro  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  i5S.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  January  3, 1868. 

Sib  :  The  ordinary  session  of  the  Cortes  was  opened  yesterday  by  the 
president  of  the  council  of  ministers,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  who  at 
the  last  moment  determined  on  not  going  in  persotf ,  as  had  been  publicly 
amionnced. 

No  royal  address  was  delivered,  although  such  a  document  is  said  to 
have  been  prepared,  and  the  ceremony  was  confined  to  the  readuig  of  a 
royal  decree  declaring  the  session  as  duly  opened. 

The  fact  was  known  yesterday,  and  the  official  pai>er  contains  the 
annonncement  to-day  that  the  whole  cabinet  has  resigned,  the  Duke  of 
Loul^,  formerly  president  of  the  council,  having  been  charged  with  the 
formation  of  a  new  ministry. 

The  late  cabinet  had  created  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  whole 
popul^ion,  by  endeavoring  to  put  into  execution  certain  laws  levying 
new  taxes  on  articles  of  daily  and  indispensable  consumption  among  the 
poorer  classes,  such  as  wine,  bread,  meat,  rice,  &c.,  and  great  opposition 
was  made  by  the  populations  of  Lisbon  and  Oporto  especially. 

In  the  latter  town  great  a^tation  prevailed,  and  all  the  shop-keepers 
subject  to  the  new  tax,  which  commenced  to  be  enforced  on  the  1st 
instant,  shut  up  their  stores,  and  obstinately  and  passively  refused  to 
give  in  any  declarations  for  levying  the  tax. 

In  Lisbon  mass  meetings  have  taken  place;  the  troops  were  called  ont, 
and  in  some  instances,  while  trying  to  stop  several  deputations  from 
going  to  the  royal  palace,  charged  the  people,  causing  several  casualties, 
it  appears  certain  that  the  late  ministry  intended  to  advise  the  King  to 
adjourn  the  Cortes  till  the  end  of  February,  a  measure  which  was  to  have 
been  carried  into  eflfect  yesterday,  after  the  reading  of  the  royal  address 
*  at  the  Cortes;  but  his  Majesty,  being  well  aware  of  the  agitation  in  the 
coantry,  refused  to  adopt  this  measure,  and  the  cabinet  resigned. 

The  town  is  still  in  a  considerable  state  of  ferment;  the  garrison  is 
under  arms  in  quarters,  and  the  streets  are  being  patroled  by  mounted 
police,  and  until  a  new  cabinet  be  formed  and  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
insnre  the  desired  change  in  the  obnoxious  laws,  the  present  excitement 
will  not  probably  subside. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  communicating  any  new  event  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  probability  being  that  the  Dnke  of  Loul6  will  not  succeed  in 
forming  a  suitable  cabinet,  and  either  the  Marquis  de  SaVlu  Bandeira  or 
Connt  d'Avila  may  eventually  be  called  upon  to  reorganize  the  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  MUIrttO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  8tat^,  Washinffton^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Munro  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  459.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

«  Lisbony  January  8, 1868. 

Sir  :  la  my  dispatcli  Xo.  458,  of  3d  instant,  I  had  the  honor  of  in- 
forming the  department  of  the  resignation  of  the  cabinet  in  view  of  the 
general  discontentment  in  the  country,  and  the  extraordinary  fact  of  a 
ministry  resigning  office  with  a  large  majority  in  the  Parliament,  and 
when  carrying  into  execution  some  of  the  laws  voted  by  the  Cortes, 

The  Duke  de  Loul6  and  Marquis  de  Sa'du  Brandeira,  having  both, 
although  applied  to,  formally  refused  to  form  a  cabinet,  the  Count 
d^Avila,  who  was  Portuguese  minister  at  Madrid,  and  has  before  acted 
as  minister,  undertook  and  succeeded  informing  a  ministry  on  the  4th 
instant.        •••••#•#••# 

The  new  cabinet  presented  themselves  at  the  two  houses  of  Parlia- 
ment yesterday  for  the  first  time,  and  the  president  of  council,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues,  declared  that  they  would  immediately  propose 
certain  modifications  in  the  law  of  administrative  division  and  the  work- 
ing of  the  law  on  articles  of  consumption,  both  which  have  been  tiie 
immediate  cause  of  general  agitation. 

For  the  present  the  country  is  quiet,  and  the  popular  political  associa- 
tions await,  with  a  certain  amount  of  reserve,  the  acts  of  the  new 
ministry. 

It  is  believed  that,  should  the  new  cabinet  not  count  upon  a  favorable 
vote  in  the  Cortes  to  carry  out  their  proposed  measures,  recourse  will  be 
had  to  a  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  an  appeal  to  a  new 
general  election,  and  such  an  event  is  more  than  likely  to  happen,  as  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  present  representatives  wUl  now  be  inclined 
to  recant  the  laws  which  they  voted  by  large  majority  but  six  or  eight 
months  back. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  MUNBO- 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  (7. 


Mr.  Munro  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  463.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  February  13,  1868. 

Sir:  The  government  of  Portugal  has  entered  into  a  contract  with  E. 
Meddlecot  and  Thomas  Eumball,  the  former  a  respectable  merchant  long 
established  in  Lisbon,  and  the  latter  a  civil  engineer,  for  the  laying  down 
of  a  submarine  telegraphic  cable  from  Falmouth  to  Oporto,  thence  to 
one  of  the  Azores,  and  finally  to  the  coast  of  America,  at  a  point  not 
yet  fixed  op. 

The  decree  of  concession  is  dated  on  the  28th  January  last,  and  within 
eight  months  the  plans  of  the  lines  and  respective  stations  are  to  be  de- 
livered in ;  the  government  is  then  allowed  two  months  for  examination 
and  approval,  and  two  years  are  then  granted  to  complete  the  lines  to 
the  Portuguese  ports,  with  two  years  more  to  bring  the  American  conti- 
nent into  connection. 
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The  period  of  concession  will  be  fixed  by  the  Cortes,  and  rates  or  tariff 
of  prices  for  telegrams  are  not  to  exceed  the  present  rates  of  telegrams 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  proportion. 

The  government  will,  at  its  own  expense,  connect  Lisbon  with  the 
station  at  Oi)ort-o,  and  is  to  receive  a  tax  or  bonus  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  traffic. 

Although  the  point  on  the  American  coast  where  the  proposed  line  is 
to  be  established  is  not  yet  fixed,  still  I  consider  this  enterprise  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  give  the  department  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
je(*t  which  is  at  present  known,  and  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
any- and  every  other  fact  connected  therewith  which  may  transpire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
ser\'ant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


C.  A.  MUNEO. 


Mr*  Munro  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  467.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbouy  March  24, 18G8. 

Siu :  The  general  election  for  a  new  Chamber  of  Deputies  took  place 
on  the  22d  instant,  as  previously  ordained  by  public  decree,  and  the 
result  ^hereof,  as  now  ascertained,  gives  an  immense  majority  of  voters  to 
the  existing  cabinet ;  and  notwithstanding  that,  owing  to  the  late  excite- 
ment in  the  country,  some  disturbances  were  exi>ected,  the  general  result 
passed  off  without  any  important  breach  of  order,  and  thus  confirming 
the  general  aversion  to  the  politics  of  the  cabinet  which  preceded  the 
present  councillors  of  the  Crown. 

The  finances  of  the  country  are  still,  however,  in  a  very  embarrassed 
condition,  and  recourse  must  eventually  and  naturally  be  had  to  increased 
taxes,  in  order  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  an  enormous  deficit  in  the 
public  budget,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pro\ide  for  the  running  expenses. 

The  country  is  laboring  under  great  distress,  and  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  growing  crops  is  very  alarming,  owing  to  a  long  drought ; 
last  year's  crops  were  likewise  very  short,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
much  distress  is  being  felt  in  the  provinces;  labor  is  becoming  scarce, 
and  government,  for  want  of  sufficient  means,  cannot  employ  the  numer- 
ous bands  of  wandering  laborers  by  applying  them  to  public  works  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  allay  this  serious  state  of  things. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  a  difficult  matter  to  demand  increased  taxes  of  an 
impoverished  i)opulation,  who  but  a  few  months  ago  got  in  arms  to  abol- 
ish a  law  of  taxes,  and  were  led  to  believe  that  by  putting  down  that 
law  no  more  taxes  were  to  be  expected  of  them. 

The  present  government  have  a  difficult  task  before  them,  and  the 
measures  which  they  propose  bringingbefore  the  Corteson  their  approach- 
ing session  will  tend  to  show  how  far  they  may  be  expected  to  succeed 
in  extricating  themselves  from  their  present  difficulties  without  danger 
to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
sen^ant, 

C.A.MUimO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingto^ij  D.  0. 
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Mr.  Munro  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  471.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lishofiy  April  17, 1868. 

Sib  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  467,  of  March  24, 1  had  the  honor  of  allud- 
ing to  the  trouble  caused  to  the  government  of  this  country  by  the  large 
number  of  oi^eratives  out  of  work,  and  much  annoyance  has  been  created 
in  the  town  of  Lisbon  by  demonstrations  got  up  by  certain  parties  here, 
who,  under  the  guise  of  sympathy  for  the  distressed  workmen,  have  tried 
to  induce  disorder  and  confusion,  causing  a  good  deal  of  agitation  and 
alarm  among  the  population  of  this  town.  On  Sunday,  the  12th  instant, 
a  public  iK)litical  club,  whose  chiefs  and  directors  have  not  hesitated  in 
openly  discussing  the  propriety  of  calling  for  a  change  in  the  ruling  char- 
ter, in  adoi)ting  the  so-called  constitution  of  1838,  which  establishes  the 
national  guard,  and  insuring  more  extended  ^pular  liberties,  got  np  a 
demonstration  by  collecting  a  mob  of  so-called  operatives  out  of  work, 
who  were  led  to  the  department  of  the  interior,  and  being  admitted  to 
the  respective  secretary  of  state,  vociferously  and  in  a  menacing  manner 
demanded  work  and  relief.  The  military  and  police  were  called  out, 
and  about  20  of  the  ringleaders  were  arrested.  The  remainder  broke  up 
into  small  bands,  and  on  that  and  the  next  day  began  demanding,  and 
in  some  cases  enforcing,  alms  from  shopkeepers,  the  banks,  and  princi- 
pal private  banking  houses.  These  proceedings  naturally  alarmed  the 
population,  as  in  some  cases  threats  were  not  spared  that  forcible  means 
would  be  had  recourse  to  for  obtaining  relief.  For  a  couple  of  days  all 
business  was  stopped,  stores  and  offices  were  shut  up,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  energetic  and  efficient  measures  adopted  by  the  government,  seri- 
ous consequences  might  have  resulted.  For  the  present  order  appears 
to  have  be^n  established,  but  the  government  has  tftought  proper  to  con- 
vene the  Cortes  at  once,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  day  previously  fixed  on, 
the  27th  instant,  and  on  the  15th  his  Majesty  the  King  opened  the  session 
in  person,  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  translation  of  his  Majesty's 
speech  on  the  occasion. 

The  circumstances  alluded  to  therein,  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen's 
departure  for  Italy,  took  place  on  the  12th  instant.  Besides  intending 
to  be  present  at  the  marriage  ceremony  of  her  brother,  it  is  believed 
that  her  Majesty's  health  requires  her  temporary  absence  abroad. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  veiy  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  MUNEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


Most  worthy  peers  of  the  realm  and  messieurs  deputies  of  the  Portuguese  nation : 

It  is  always  >vith  groat  nleasure  that  I  comply  with  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  the 
constitutional  charter  of  the  monarchy  by  coming  iu  person  to  open  the  leg^lative  ses- 
sion, and  to  find  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation. 

In  virtue  of  an  invitation  ftom  my  august  father-in-law,  her  Majesty,  mj  esteemed 
spouse,  has  departed  for  Italy,  there  to  be  present  at  a  family  ceremony  which  is  to  be 
attended  by  all  the  princes*  of  the  royal  house  of  Savoy. 

I  feel  assured  that  the  Queen's  visit  wiU  afford  an  efficient  means  of  binding  in  a  still 
closer  manner  the  relations  of  friendship  now  existing  between  the  two  countries,  aod 
that  her  M^esty's  return  to  the  kingdom  wiU  not  be  long  delayed. 

The  amicable  relations  between  my  government  and  all  foreign  powers  continue  to 
exist  in  an  unaltered  form. 

The  extraordinary  circumstances  which  supervened  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
obliged  me  to  consult  the  national  sufErage,  which  responded  t»  my  appeal  in  complete 
tranquillity,  at  the  same  time  that  they  induced  my  government  to  a^pt  certain  meas- 
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nres  which  were  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  executive  power,  hut  urgently  called  for 
by  the  exigency  of  the  moment. 

I  feel  convinced  that,  in  taking  co^izance  of  these  acts,  you  will  discuss  them  with 
that  impartial  spirit  which  your  enlightened  judgment  will  naturally  suggest.  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  direct  your  care  and  attention  to  public  instruction,  especially  pri- 
mary education,  to  high  roads  and  locomotion,  and  to  the  army  and  public  force  in 
general,  which  by  its  discipline  and  obedience  has  proved  itself  a  sure  guarantee  of 
tranquillity;  but^  among  all  the  subjects  of  public  a(iministration,  the  question  of  our 
finances  is  doubtless  that  which  ought  more  particularly  to  call  for  your  attention. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  lay  before  you  the  budget  of  public  receipts  and 
eicpenditures,  accompanied  by  a  faithful  account  of  the  state  of  the  treasury,  together 
with  the  necessary  proposals  for  an  efficient  administration  and  recovery  of  the  reve- 
nue, for  the  improvement  of  the  public  credit,  and  for  the  organizing  of  the  state 
finances. 

Most  worthy  peers  of  the  realm  and  messieurs  deputies  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  the 
noble  mission  which  you  are  called  ux>on  to  develop  is  worthy  of  you  and  of  the  confi- 
dence which  the  nation  and  I  intrust  to  your  care. 

The  aspirations  of  our  country,  my  earnest  hope  and  cordial  desires,  are  that  you  may 
fully  realize  this  confidence.     « 

The  session  is  opened 


Mr.  Munro  to  Mr,  Seward. 

^0. 480.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  July  21, 1868. 

Sm:  On  the  13th  instant  the  president  of  the  council  of  ministers, 
Count  d'Avila,  with  all  his  colleagues,  resigned  oflftce,  owing  to  the  rejec- 
tion by  the  council  of  state  of  certain  ministerial  proposals  to  a<yourn 
the  Cortes  to  November  next,  when  opposition  was  anticii)ated  to  some 
of  the  tiDancial  measures,  it  being  intended  in  tlie  interval  to  assume 
discretionary  or  dictatorial  powers,  and  to  enforce  these  measures  as 
laws,  and  counting  dh  a  bill  of  indemnity  from  the  proposed  adjoiu*ned 
session.  Although  in  the  voting  of  some  less  im]>ortant  measures  lately 
proposed  by  the  cabinet  the  Cortes  showed  a  majority  in  favor  of  govern- 
ment, it  would  still  appear  that  this  mjyority  could  not  well  be  counted 
on  for  carrying  through  the  more  imjxortanfc  laws  to  be  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  and  which  formed  an  essential  part  of  the  ministerial  pro- 
gramme. 

His  Majesty  the  King  forthwith  accepted  the  projwsed  resignation,  and 
called  ui>on  the  Duke  de  Loul4  to  form  a  new  administration.  After 
tliree  or  four  days'  consultation  with  his  i)olitical  friendjs,  the  duke  found 
it  impossible,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  make  up  a  cabinet,  and 
resigned  the  appointment ;  and  up  to  this  moment,  although  several  other 
eminent  men  who  have  before  been  at  the  head  of  the  administration 
have  been  called  upon,  no  ministry  has  been  organized. 

Although  the  country  is  enjoying  tranquillity,  still,  as  alluded  to  in  some 
of  my  previous  dispatches^  it  is  feared  that  great  opposition  will  certainly 
be  brought  forward  against  any  laws  for  increased  taxation.  Besides  a 
floating  d^bt  of  about  $13,000,000,  the  public  budget  for  the  year  1868-'69 
shows  a  deficit  of  nearly  $7,000,000  on  a  total  amount  for  expenditure  of 
about  $24,000,000. 

The  financial  position  of  the  country  is  therefore  precarious;  and 
although  proi)erty  in  this  country  is  not  taxed  too  high  and  might 
easily  bear  a  higher  rate,  still,  unfortunatly,  the  distribution  of  such 
taxes  is  made  with  a  good  deal  of  partiality ;  the  large  landed  proprie- 
tors who,  in  the  provinces,  have  much  local  influence  at  election  times, 
are  made  to  pay  little  or  nothing,  whereas  the  poorer  and  less  influen- 
tial part  of  the  population  bears  all  the  bui*den,  and  is  sued  and  dis- 
tressed for  their  pro])ortion,  whilst  thpy  see  their  powerful  neighbors  free 
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of  vexation  or  trouble  on  this  head.  It  is  asserted  by  a  respectable  local 
paper,  and  has  not  hitherto  been  officially  denied,  that  the  amoont  of 
taxe^  uncalled  for  by  the  authorities,  and  which  may  be  said  to  repre- 
sent the  allowance  for  electioneering  services,  is  over  $4,000,000. 

It  would  certainly  require  great  moral  courage  for  a  cabinet  of  well- 
intentioned  individuals  to  face  and  reorganize  such  a  state  of  things,  and 
no  doubt  this  has  been  one  of  the  many  difficulties  in  finding  proper 
l^arties  to  form  the  new  cabinet. 

The  administration  under  Count  d'Avila  has  not  fallen  under  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  chambere;  to  the  contrary,  they  have  hitherto  had  a  majority 
in  their  favor;  consequently  the  opposition,  not  sufficiently  powerfiil  or 
inqwrtant  as  a  party  to  come  forward,  cannot  be  called  upon,  nor  is  it 
possessed  of  any  programme  or  system,  to  assume  the  government  of  the 
country.  It  is  hazardous,  therefore,  to  foretell  in  what  manner  the  coun- 
try will  resolve  the  problem,  and  this  extraordinary  state  of  suspense  is 
beginning  to  cause  alarm  among  the  well-cflsposed  part  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  the  neighboring  country,  Spain,  great  agitation  seems  to  prevail; 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  generals  and  eminent  statesmen  have 
been  quite  lately  sent  out  of  the  country  on  a  very  short  notice.  '  The 
Queen  of  Spain's  sister,  the  Duchess  de  Montpensier,  with  her  husband 
the  duke,  who  have  for  many  years  lived  unostentatiously  near  Cadiz, 
were  sent  out  of  the  country  at  a  few  hours'  notice,  and  a  Spanish  frigate 
of  war  was  placed  at  their  disj^osal  forthwith,  and  they  entered  the  Tagus 
on  the  17th  instant.  These  distinguished  parties,  friends  and  related 
by  family  tie^  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  continue  to  live  on  board  the  Span- 
ish ship  which  brought  them,  as  some  of  the  representatives  here  of 
foreign  powers  have  tried  to  represent  to  the  King  the  difficulty  of 
publicly  or  officially  recei\ing  these  princes  as  suchj  when  they  have 
been  banished  from  their  own  country.  It  is  certain  that,  although  they 
come  on  shore  every  day  in  a  private  manner,  they  return  every  evening 
to  their  ship;  but  it  is  supposed  that,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
the  parties  above  alluded  to,  they  will  eventually  be  allowed  to  land,  as 
Portugal,  lumng  always  adopted  an  enlightened  and  liberal  policy 
towards  all  foreigners  who  seek  an  asylum  within  its  boundaries,  without 
regard  to  their  political  creeds,  will  np  doubt  in  this  instance  adopt  the 
same  measures  which  have  been  put  in  practice  towards  subjects  of  the 
same  dynasty.  It  is  not  accurately  known,  here  at  least,  what  reasons 
existed  for  the  prompt  and  severe  measures  recently  carried  out  so  ener- 
getically by  the  government  of  Spain ;  but  that  the  conspiracy,  if  such 
existed,  was  planned  on  a  large  scale,  and  eventually  would  affect  Portu- 
gal, is  not  to  be  doubted,  and  I  have  good  reasons  to  know  that  the 
Portuguese  government  was,  in  a  telegraphic  communication  from 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James^  asked  what  position  they  proposed  assum- 
ing, on  view  of  the  politic  crisis  in  the  Spanish  peninsula;  and  that 
Great  Britain,  as  one  of  the  heaviest  creditors  of  Portugal  in  the  way  of 
the  large  amount  of  Portuguese  bonds  and  scrip  held  by  Englishmen,  and 
further,  as  one  of  its  oldest  allies,  cannot  and  will  not  allow  Portugal  to 
lose  any  part  of  its  territory. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  it  is,  therefore,  all  important  that  the 
individuals  forming  the  King's  councillors  should  be  men  of  patriotic 
feelings,  enlightened  principles,  and  firm  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  MUNEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statdy  Wdshingtdn^  B.  C. 
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Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  4S4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  September  1,  18G8. 

Sir:  The  Cortes  have  adjourned,  after  a  protraeted  session,  until  Jan- 
uary next,  which  necessarily  insures  the  existence  of  the  present  ministry 
until  that  time,  unless  some  unexpected  event  should  happen.  What 
may  occur  after  the  re-assembling  of  the  chambers  is  difficult  to  predict. 
The  House  of  Deputies  were  chosen  upon  an  appeal  to  the  country  by 
means  of  dissolution,  by  one  of  the  late  x>redecessor8  of  the  actual  pres- 
ident of  the  council,  and  although  they  sustained  the  principal  measures 
of  his  ministry,  they  may  or  may  not  be  reliable  when  new  and  more 
urgent  tests  shall  be  applied. 

In  truth,  there  is  a  spirit  of  restlessness  and  discontent  throughout 
this  whole  peninsula,  whiSh  seems  to  be  the  culminatiou  of  that  dis- 
satisfaction which  has  been  described  in  my  dispatches  during  the  last 
tljrt»e  or  tour  years  particularly.  What  may  be  called  a  chronic  disease 
is  evidently  api>roaching  its  crisis.  The  expedients  and  alteratives  of 
the  past  are  unequal  to  the  grave  and  pressing  phase  of  an  old  and 
obstinate  disorder,  which  has  been  growing  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
which  unskillful  treatment  has  only  served  to  aggravate. 

Three  ministries  have  succeeded  each  other  here  in  almost  as  many 
months,  and  a  fourth  can  be  included  in  less  than  a  single  year.  One  of 
them  succeeded  in  electing  a  chamber  of  deputies  after  its  own  idea, 
and  in  an  exceptional  manner.  Yet,  when  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  "situation,''  it  had  to 'give  way,  to  be  followed  by  another,  whose 
existence  was  numbered  by  days,  w^hich  in^turn  yielded  power  to  that 
\vhich  is  now  making  the  experiment  of  extricating  the  government 
from  most  serious  embarrassments. 

But  there  is  large  debt  and  increasing  deficits  to  be  confronted.  They 
involve  augmented  taxes,  and  taxation,  which  has  touched  many  tender 
IKiiuts  already,  is  here,  as  elsewhere,  a  most  delicate  task  for  any  govern- 
ment that  may  have  the  responsibility  of  imposing  it.  The  people  maj' 
be  told,  and  perhaps  with  literal  truth,  that  the  per  capita  is  less  in  Por- 
tugal than  in  most  other  states  of  Europe,  but  they  are  not  told  at  the 
same  time  that  the  ratio  of  productive  industry  is  correspondingly  less 
also. 

Arguntents,  however  well  conceived,  do  not  diminish  public  burdens; 
and  when  men  who  live  by  ill-requited  labor  find  the  necessaries  of  life 
taxed  beyond  former  experience,  they  do  not  seek  for  consolation  in  the 
logic  which  strives  to  prove  that  Portugal  is  more  favored  in  this  respect 
than  various  other  nations. 

The  great  obstacle  to  any  substantial  relief  has  been  the  failure  to 
meet  the  real  question,  which  must  be  met  sooner  or  later.  All  the 
iwlicy  has  been  temporising,  directed  to  the  exigencies  of  the  day,  with- 
out seeing  that  the  sacritice)3  required  for  the  time  being  only  accumu- 
late the  difficulties  to  be  adjuvsted  in  the  near  future.  Ministries  cannot 
expect  to  stand  which  promise  impossibilities. 

It  is  clear  to  all  observing  minds  that  if  the  system  of  taxation  here 
was  properly  re-organized,  and  then  fairlj^  executed,  the  burdens  which 
now  press  most  irksomely  would  be  diminished,  and  abundant  means 
would  be  provided  fop  tlie  wants  of  the  country.  The  mass  of  the  pop- 
ulation feel  that  they  are  made  to  bear  an  undue  proportion  of  the  load, 
and  that  the  great  landed  proprietors  are  a  favored  class,  who  by  their 
fortunes  and  influence  so  shape  legislation  and  the  administration  of 
7  D  c — ^VOL.  u 
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the  laws  as  to  protect  their  own  interests.  Hence  the  bad  spirit  ex- 
hibited on  several  recent  occasions,  among  a  people  naturally  docile, 
patient,  and  tolerant,  but  who  when  roused  are  determined,  brave,  and 
persistent  in  purpose. 

The  events  which  appear  to  be  imminent  in  Spain  have,  as  might  be 
expected,  produced  effect  here.  The  same  natural  boundaries  are  com- 
mon to  both  countries.  The  same  chain  of  mountains  and  the  same 
noble  river  mark  the  lines  of  separation  between  the  respective  terri- 
tories. The  languages,  though  entirely  distinct,  spring  from  a  contmon 
origin,  and  are  reciprocally  understood.  But  the  two  peoples  are 
entirely  different  in  character,  with  the  advantage  greatly  on  the  side  of 
the  Portuguese. 

As  I  have  tried  to  explain  heretofore  the  parties  in  this  country  may 
be  said  to  be  divided  between  the  lioeral  and  the  more  liberal,  each 
contending  for  the  palm  of  progressive  liberalism  as  understood  in 
Europe — in  other  words,  constitutional  government  in  the  broad  sense, 
the  sovereign  being  more  titular  than  substantial,  and  the  governing 
power  residing  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature.  Portugal 
obtained  this  proud  position,  which,  considering  the  means  of  education, 
is  second  to  no  other  European  power,  in  the  hard  school  of  civil  war, 
from  which  she  emerged  impoverished,  but  enlightened  and  emancipated. 

Spain  passed  through  long  and  bloody  trials  without  attaining  the 
same  residt.  Military  chiefs  contended  for  ascendancy  which  brought 
no  advantage  to  the  country,  no  matter  which  side  "triumphed.  At 
length  a  movement  is  started,  which  seems  to  strike  deei)er  than  ever 
before,  and  to  enlist  the  popular  sympathy..  It  is  not  my  province  to 
comment  upon  that  demonstration,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  affect 
Portugal. 

A  suggestion  has  been  thrown  out,  perhaps  as  a  means  of  political 
diversion,  that  it  might  become  desirable  for  Spain  to  attempt  to  recover 
the  foothold  which  she  lost  in  this  country  several  hundred  yeara  ago. 

The  bare  mention  of  such  a  proposition  excited  general  indignation 
throughout  this  kingdom,  esi)ecially  as  the  policy  of  the  two  goveni- 
ments  of  late  years  has  been  professedly  most  friendly  towards  the 
independence  of  each  other ;  and  indeed  it  was  believed  that  peculiar 
relations  had  been  established  between  them  under  a  recent  ministry, 
when  the  Queen  of  Spain  came  to  visit  this  court. 

The  advanced  ideas  of  Portugal  and  its  liberal  politics  h^ve  been 
urged  as  an  example  on  the  one  hand,  and  as  a  reproach  on  the  other, 
by  a  certain  party  in  Spain,  which  has  provoked  not  only  the  antagonism 
of  the  other,  but  the  rash  menaces  referred  to.  I  have  never  been  able 
to  realize  any  probability  of  Portugal  being  united  to  Spain  by  compul- 
sion, while  the  possibility  of  an  Iberian  union  or  nation  with  one  gov- 
ernment has  not  appeared  altogether  improbable. 

It  would  be  hazardous  to  say  who,  in  such  a  contingency,  might  become 
the  ruler;  but  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  a^  to  some  of  the  expectations 
which  are  entertained  if  that  event  should  soon  come  to  pass. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAKVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D,  C. 
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Mr.  Bartlett  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  11.]  liEaATlON  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Stockholm^  February  3,  1868. 

Sir  :  The  two  chambers  of  tha  Diet  of  this  government  met  on  the 
17th  ultimo,  at  the  grand  hall  of  the  palace,  to  be  formally  opened  by  an 
address  from  the  throne.  The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  were 
present  by  invitation,  and  every  courtesy  extended  to  them. 

The  address,  of  which  enclosure  Xo.  1  is  a  copy,  and  No.  2  a  transla- 
tion, was  read  by  the  King.  It  presents  no  remarkable  feature  to  be 
commented  upon,  unless  it  be  perhaps  the  acknowledgment  of  an  extreme 
solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  perfect  its  armament  by 
means  of  the  latest  improved  breech-loading  rifles,  which  were  obtained 
from  the  United  States,  and  to  put  the  country  generally  in  a  better 
state  of  defense.  This,  as  stated  by  the  address,  was  rendered  necessary 
by  the  increase  of  the  armed  forces  in  nearly  all  the  countries  of  Europe. 

The  destitution  in  the  north  of  Sweden,  spoken  of  in  the  address,  is 
very  severe,  yet  everything  has  been  done  for  the  suff'erers  that  it  is 
possible  to  do,  until  navigation  opens.  The  people  of  several  of  the  con- 
tiguous countries  spnt  contiibutions  which  reached  the  distressed  district 
before  the  close  of  navigation,  and  the  south  of  Sweden  have  responded 
nobly  to  the  cry  for  relief.  The  government  sent  ships  with  supplies,  which 
were  first  taken  to  the  extreme  northern  ports  and  distributed  as  the 
ice  drove  them  southward.  A  full  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  famine 
did  not  reach  me  until  it  was  too  late  for  any  relief  to  come  from  the  full 
granaries  of  our  country.  Next  spring,  however,  much  good  could  be 
rendered  them  by  the  sympathizing  benevolence  of  our  countrymen. 
Yet  I  doubt  v^ry  much  if  Sweden  is  not  as  able  to  take  care  of  its  own 
\mv  as  any  of  the  countries  of  Europe.  This  famine  being  confined  to 
a  single  district  of  the  kingdom,  from  loss  of  three  consecutive  crops,  is 
bronglit  more  immediately,  in  all  its  terrible  details,  to  the  notice  of  the 
world  than  as  though  the  suftering  were  general  throughout  an  entire 
country.  Therefore,  while  we  sympathize  with  the  po\  erty  here,  we 
overlook  an  equal  amount  at  present  existing  in  almost  every  country 
in  Europe. 

Sweden,  with  its  rich  agricultural  south,  and  vast  northern  mineral 
resources,  under  an  enteq)risiug  development  which  has  recently  inspired 
capitalists  and  laborers  to  greater  exertions,  is  able  to  sustain  three  times 
its  present  number  of  inhabitants. 

There  is  a  noticeable  increase  of  liberal  sentiment  e\inced  by  a  large, 
and  i)erhaps  the  controlling  political  party  of  the  country,  which  if  car- 
ried very  much  further  in  the  direction  of  democracy,  will  soon  leave  but 
the  shadow  of  past  royal  prerogatives  for  the  throne,  and  make  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  a'monarchical  and  republican  form  of  government 
60  dim  a.s  to  be  inconsistent  with  either. 

In  diplomatic  circles,  the  difference  between  our  government  and 
England,  arising  from  the  Alabama  and  other  claims,  is  often  the  sub- , 
ject  of  conversation.    There  is  but  one  expression,  which  is,  that  Eng- 
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land  would  not  be  justified  in  jeopardizing  the  political  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  whole  world  by  refusing  an  indemnity,  which,  in  their 
several  opinions,  our  government  has  more  or  less  right  to  demand. 
The  payment  of  our  claims  is  considered  vastly  disproportionate  to  the 
terrible  consequences  of  a  war  between  the  two  countries.  The  English 
minister  at  this  cx)urt  is  not  an  exception  to  this  general  expression' of 
opinion,  but  freely  admits  that  his  government  had  better  pay  ^t  once 
and  allay  the  agitation  which  daily  widens  the  breach  between  the  two 
countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  J.  BARTLETT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  IState^  Washington^  D.  C, 


[Translation.] 

speech  of  his  majesty  the  king,  at  the  opening  of  the  diet,  JAN- 
UARY 17,  186«. 

I  liiglily  appreciate,  at  this  moment,  the  provision  finaUy  introduced  into  the  fhnda- 
mentfu  law,  by  which,  without  the  delays  established  thus  far,  I  find  you  again  reas- 
sembled a])out  me,  to  particijiate  with  me  in  proper  measures  to  insure  the  welfare  of 
the  country-. 

My  relatious  with  all  foreign  powers  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and  marked  with 
sincere  friendsliip.  The  general  political  situation,  and  the  zeal  shown  in  nearly  all  the 
countries  of  Europe  to  increase  their  armed  forces,  imposes  equally  upon  us  the  duty  to 
organize  our  means  of  defense  conformably  with  the  necessities  of  the  time«. 

The  multiplicity  and  constantly  increasing  administrative  business  demands  a  more 
suitable  distribution  of  matters  to  be  referred  to  the  council,  especially  if  we  would 
arrive  at  a  desired  simplification  of  preparatory  work  in  suborduiate  departments. 
Consequently,  I  have  resolved  to  propose  to  you  a  change  in  theVonstitutioual  statute, 
by  means  of  which  may  be  instituted,  with  other  prescriptions  relating  thereto,  a  new 
ministerial  department  for  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  ])ublic  works. 

The  joint  committee  named  for  the  revision  of  the  compact  of  union  between  Sweden 
and  Norway  lias  hande<l  me  its  important  work,  and  the  project  is  at  present  the  sub- 
ject of  imjwrtant  preparatory  deliberations. 

A  very  limited  croj>,  absolutely  insuflBcient  in  the  northern  pro>ince8  of  the  kingdom, 
has  produced  a  considerable  increase  in  the  price  of  the  first  necessaries  of  life,  threat- 
ening the  very  existence  of  the  poor  population.  By  employing  the  funds  you  placed 
at  d^'  disposal,  I  have  endeavored  to  aid  them :  ancl  private  benevolence,  not  only  at 
home  but  from  kindred  peoples,  as  well  as  from  foreign  countries,  has  promptly  and  gen- 
erously been  offered  for  the  relief  of  this  unfortunate  population. 

In  spite  of  the  difticulties  which  unforeseen  expenditures  and  the  diminution  of  reve- 
nue, resulting  from  the  deamess  of  subsistence,  could  not  fail  to  produce,  the  general 
situation  of  finance*,  however,  permits  us  to  renounce,  commencing  with  next  year,  the 
special  tax,  which  at  the  last  Diet  you  voted  for,  arming  our  military  forces,'withont 
any  increase  of  other  tax  being  necessary  to  satisfy  the  necessities  of  the  government. 

The  underestimate  which,  on  aecount  of  the  circumstance  I  have  just  mentioned,  could 
'  not  be  avoided,  for  the  present  year  will  be  supplied,  i)artially,  by  funds  in  hand,  and 
might  have  been  fully,  if  the  excesses  of  preceding  years  had  not  been  absorbed  by  their 
use  in  railway  constructions — sums  exceeding  the  total  of  loans  made  for  this  object. 

I  have  been  unceasing  in  my  active  solicitude  for  the  organization  of  our  means  of 
defensi',  and  I  hoi)e  to  be  able,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  to  communicate  to  you  a 
plan  upon  which,  I  think,  they  should  be  based  and  established.  Starting  upoii  the 
principle  also  expressed  by  yourselves,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  take  part 
in  the  defense  ot  his  native  soil,  I  have  adopted,  in  conformity  with  your  advice,  and 
with  a  view  to  lighten  the  sacrifices  which,  in  time  of  peace,  spring  from  a  general  duty, 
a  plan  for  the  preservation  of  well-exercised  and  permanent  frameworks  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  our  army.  After  mature  deliberation,  I  have  found  that  frameworks  suffi- 
cient, in  eveiy  respect,  could,  with  the  least  felt  expense,  and  without  offensive  iiyus- 
tice,  be  most  suitably  formed  upon  the  base  of  old  national  institutions,  characteristic 
of  our  country  and  adopted  in  our  customs. 

It  is  my  intention  to  maintain  them  in  their  fundamental  principles,  proposing,  at  the 
same  time,  to  introduce  therein  useful  reforms. 

With  a  view  to  furnish  our  troops  with  arms  of  an  improved  construction,  I  have 
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adoptwl  measures  which,  though  the  fnlfillment  of  oontraot«  made  abroad  experiencrcl 
delays,  contrary  to  my  exj^ectations,  insure  us  a  satisfactory  certainty  for  an  uuiuter- 
ruptwl  manufacture  of  these  arms  at  home. 

The  projecteil  changes  in  important  branches  of  legislation,  and  the  more  equitable 
applii-ation  of  duty,  which  for  a  long  time  already  have  been  under  consideration,  have 
not  Vft  been  brought  to  a  requisite  maturity  to  be  submitted  to  you.  I  have  resolved, 
however,  to  present  to  you  a  i>roi)08itioii  for  the  abolitiou  of  aiTcst  of  debtors  of  good 
faith.     • 

I  fihall  ask  allowances  for  public  works  with  a  view,  i^articularly,  to  aid  immediately 
those  provinces  where  labor  offers  equally  the  advantage  of  assuring  the  existence  of 
3  praf  number  of  ueedy,  and  shall  also  ask  your  support  for  the  voting  of  necessary 
ftmdR  for  the  active  continuation  of  railway  works,  destined  to  connect  the  capitals  of 
the  united  kingdoms. 

At  the  univei*«al  industrial  competition,  opened  at  Paris  during  the  pavSt  year,  Sweden 
honorably  maintained  her  rank  by  the  side  of  countries  which  lead  in  the  IleVehipment 
of  jM^aceftil  callings. 

S>  far  as  statistics  show,  the  progrcfc  of  our  industry,  in  spite  of  difficulties  with 
whirh  the  most  i»art  of  our  manufactures  have  had  to  struggle  during  the  last  year,  has 
arqiiired  a  i)rogre8sive  extension. 

Resting  uiH)n  this  accomplislied  fact  and  upon  multiplied  indications  denoting  that 
.Swwlen  establishes  herself  more  and  more  upon  the  sound  base  of  economical  ind«?pend- 
ence — that  of  measuring  her  necessities  with  her  resources,  and  of  renouncing  expense's 
which  are  neither  indis{)ensable  nor  jiwtifiable — we  can  face  the  future  with  the  full 
(oiivi<tion  that  the  obstacles  to  which  we  have  been  exposed  will  have  taught  us  salu- 
tan-  lessons,  and  will  thus  become  the  source,  not  of  <liscouragement  nor  of  f  he  pros- 
tration of  our  strength,  but  of  their  new  development  for  a  substantial  well-being. 

Convinced  of  your  enlightened  zeal  for  all  that  can  insure  the  public  ^ood,  I  invoke 
for  ytnir  work  the  benediction  of  Divine  Providence,  and  in  declaring,  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution,  the  present  session  open,  I  renew  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  assur- 
auce  of  my  friendship  and  of  my  royal  affection. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Stockholm^  October  9,  1868. 

Sir:  The  subject  of  Norwegian  Finmark  is,  with  the  Swedish  govern- 
ment, one  of  continual  anxiety  and  jealouS  watchfulness.  Their  great 
neighbor,  Russia,  w^ho  has  wrenched  from  them  Finland,  now  only  awaits 
the  color  of  an  excuse,  as  their  fears  argue,  to  grasp  that  belt  of  land 
lying  north  of  Russian  Lapmark,  and  extending  west  to  the  open*l*5ea. 
this  acquisition  of  territory  would  give  to  Russia  large  accessible  har- 
bors, free  from  ice  the  whole  year,  on  the  nprthwest  coast  of  Norway. 
Tlie  nomadic  tribes  of  Russian  Laps,  in  considerable  numbers,  cross  the 
bonier  every  spring  with  their  reindeer  herds  to  seek  the  better  feeding 
groniuLs  of  Norwegian  Finmark.  The  fishermen  also  sail  to  the  Nor- 
wegian fiords  and  pursue  their  calling  by  the  side  of  the  Norwegians. 
This  has  been  so  long  permitted  by  the  government  of  Norway,  that  it . 
is  not  surprising  that  it  should  now  be  demanded  as  a  right.  Last  year, 
however,  they  attempted  to  put  some  restrictions  upon  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Laps,  both  on  sea  and  land,  which,  I  believe,  were  not  very 
successful,  but  led  to  many  collisions  between  the  stranger  tribes  and 
the  natives.  At  that  time  the  Swedish  papers  pursued  the  subject  with 
a  bitterness  of  hatred  towards  Russia,  which  seems  to  have  been  aug- 
mented rather  than  diminished  by  the  lapse  of  time  since  their  loss  of 
Finland.  I  believe  it  is  the  general  impression  among  the  Swedes  that 
Russian  agents  are  constantly  on  the  ground  stimulating  the  tribes  to 
further  aggression,  and  reporting  to  their  government  the  need  of  pro- 
tection. 

You  will  observe  by  this  statement  that  anything  bearing  upon  this 
question  in  the  remotest  degree  is  eagerly  seized  upon  by  the  press  and' 
argued  into  an  approaching  reality  of  their  long-nourished  fears. 
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The  subject  has  been  recently  again  brought  before  the  public  by  the 
press,  and  it  appears  that  I  am  one  of  the  innocent  causes.  During  the 
montlis  of  June  and  July  I  made  the  voyage  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of 
Bothnia,  and  thence  by  land  to  Over  Tiirnea,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
the  midnight  sun-  from  the  mountain  Aversaxsa.  On  my  return  I  left 
the  steamer  at  one  of  the  northern  ports,  and  traveled  inland  through 
Sweden  back  to  Stockholm.  The  Swedish  journals  professed  thethselves 
at  first  flattered  by  my  desire  to  see  so  much  of  the  country  that  all 
Swedes  love  with  an  ardor  I  have  never  seen  equaled  outside  my  own. 
But,  a  few  weeks  ago  they  had,  it  appears,  discovered  the  real  object  of 
my  journey.  I  had,  it  seems,  advised  my  government  that  in  order  to 
make  the  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  Kussia  more  effective 
in  case  of  war,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  Russia  should  have  the 
ports  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Norway.  (Inclosure  No.  1,  translation 
from  the  Aftonbladet,  Stockholm,  August  18,  1868.)  Later,  one  of  the 
journals  of  the  interior,  I  wa«  told,  made  the  discovery  that  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias  did  not  cede  the  open  ports  of  Russian  America  to  the 
United  States  without  having  in  return  a  bond  securing  to  him  thek 
assistance  to  get  ice-free  ports  on  the  Norwegian  coasts. 

I  at  first  paid  no  attention  to  these  attacks;  but  after  considering  with 
how  much  jealousy  not  only  the  government,  but  all  the  people,  viewed 
this  subject  in  whatever  form  it  might  be  presented  to  them,  J  decided 
to  call  the  attention  of  Count  Wachtmuster,  the  minister  of  state  and 
foreign  aftairs,  to  the  articles  mentioned,  and  assured  him  that  so  far  as 
they  concerned  myself,  they  were  the  ridiculous  inventions  of  sensation 
writers,  and  that  I  at  first  thought  I  would  give  them  no  attention;  but 
upon  considering  how  many  people  whom  I  would  daily  meet  might 
believe  them,  to  the  detriment  of  my  government  and  of  my  influence 
here,  I  had  decided  to  call  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  leave  him  to 
deal  w  ith  it  in  the  manner  he  should  consider  most  proper  towards  my 
government.  His  excellency,  who  had  never  believed  in  the  truth  of 
the  articles,  said  he  would  officially  deny  them  in  the  official  paper  of 
the  followiTig  day.  I  inclose  (No.  2)  the  translation  of  the  denial  in  the 
Post  Och  Inrikes  Tidhingar,  Stockholm,  August  24, 18G8.  I  also  inclose 
YNo.  3)  a  translation  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Aftonbladet 
September  15, 1868,  which  is  in  every  way  corroborative  of  the  fact  that 
even  tourists,  of  whatever  nationality,  may  be  subject  to  such  attacks 
in  connection  with  Norwegian  Finmark.  The  Prussian  officer  alluded 
to  in  inclosure  No.  3  is  General  Schweinitz. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  J.^BARTLETT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Xo.  1. 

[Translation  from  the  Aftonbladet,  Stockholm,  August  18, 1968.] 

One  worcl  to  caU  the  attiention,  ire  will  not  say  to  the  Scandinavian  interest,  but  to 
the  interest  of  Europe,  in  that  (luestiou  which  does  not  date  from  yesterday,  for  one 
may  call  it  an  old  petition  annulled  in  aU  jurisdictions. 

The  ports  of  the  extreme  north  on  the  Norwegian  coast  do  not  freeze  in  winter, 
thanks  to  the  gulf  stream.  Now  Russia,  as  the  celebrated  Kalkof  paper  says,  with  a 
vigorous  appetite,  unknown  in  tra<lition  since  the  time  of  Agres,  has  no  port  with  good 
anchorage  which  is  not  closed  by  ice  six  months  in  the  year.  She  has  every  interest, 
therefore,  in  pr(KMiring  one  upon  good  conditions,  and  at  our  expense,  because  she 
would  quickly  make  it  into  another  Croustadt,  from  whence  she  could  at  all  seasons  of 
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the  year  dart  forth  and  threaten  the  commerce  of  France  and  England.  "Now  these 
two  powers,"  the  same  pa]>er  adds,  and  appears  to  bo  a^toniMheil,  **  have  always  cried 
."♦top,  to  their  project,  and  a  Hingular  fatality  has  prevented  Russia,  since  Peter  I,  from 
potting  her  hands  ui>on  a  position  which  might  be  at  the  same  time  a  bridge  of  civili- 
zation (f)  and  a  clearing  x>^rt."    (Here  the  int^srrogation  mark  is  useless.) 

It  must  be  mentioned  that  according  to  a  rumor  which  has  not  been  denied,  the 
American  minister  at  Stockholm  called  the  attention  of  his  govenimeiit  to  the  neces- 
sity of  ^ding  Russia,  who  cannot  at  her  ease  ^irey  upon  the  commerce  of  England  and 
France. 

Respecting  Denmark,  the  confessions  of  the  Russian  papers  are,  if  possible,  still  more 
void  of  craft.  "That  mutilated  country  can  no  longer  liave  an  independent  existence," 
says  the  Golos ;  "  its  fate  is  alone  in  the  hands  of  Prussia  an<l  Russia ;  lYanco  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it."    As  for  England,  no  mention  is  made  of  her. 

In  truth,  to  olfer  for  sale  the  bear-skin  still  alive,  is  an  habitual  custom  of  Russia; 
but  the  bear  who  by  passing  sees  his  fur  advertised,  will  do  well  to  hold  himself  notified. 


No.  2. 


[Translatioii  from  the  Pcmt  Octa  Inrikes  Tidningar,  Stockholm,  Angiist  24, 18C8.1 

In  the  Aftonbladet,  August  18,  188*?,  it  is  stated  that  the  United  States  minister  at 
Stockholm  called  the  attention  of  his  government  to  the  necessity  of  assisting  Russia 
in  ac<iuiring  a  port  in  Norway.  According  to  what  we  learn  from  good  source,  this 
jitatemeut  is  without  foundation. 


No.  3. 
[TraoftlatioQ  from  the  Aftonbladet,  Stockholm,  September  15, 1866.] 

Speaking  of  Norwaj*,  and  of  the  visit  the  royal  family  are  abont  to  nmke  there,  is  it 
not  worth  while  to  speak  of  a  personage  of  whom  every  step  is  traced  as  if  it  were  a 
question  of  a  crowned  head  f  It  may  be  simply  a  question  of  an  inofTeiisive  tourist, 
who  has  the  mania  to  go  about  with  a  pseudo-liomau  casque  which  you  recognize. 

However  the  case  may  be,  the  doings  and  movements  of  Genenil  S.  ijj  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  preoccupation.  And  this  gives  an  oiqwrtuiiity  to  renew  that  important  question 
of  Xor\i'egian  Finmark^^f  that  band  of  laud  which  so  nnich  tempts  Russia  on  account 
of  thane  excellent  jwrts  there,  which  the  ice  in  winter  does  not  close.  We  touch  again 
njiou  this  subject  the  more  for  the  reason  -that  in  the  documents  to  which  we  have 
re<-onnje,  the  feara  ai*e  founded  in  a  very  clear,  and,  unfortunately,  in  a  very  plausible 
mauner. 

That  one  may  profit  1>y  the  question  of  nationality,  and  make  use  of  it  to  i^t  in 
pra<*tice  the  fable  of  the  lists  and  its  companion,  the  history  of  Sleswig  superabund- 
antly proves.  Now,  we  have  every  reason  to  believi*  that  in  Finmark  Russia  thinks  of 
following  this  example.  Unfortunately  an  ai>pearancc  of  pretext  aiq)ears  to  show  itm'lf. 
For  instance,  among  the  population  spread  over  that  district  are  found  from  5,000  to  6,(KK) 
Qnaines,  belonging  to  the  same  nationality  as  the  inhabitants  of  Russian  Finland,  and 
who  evidently  came  from  that  province.  Add  also  the  nomad  tribes,  who,  during  the 
snmmer,  pass  into  the  Norwegian  territory  to  feed  their  reindeer,  and  a  large  number 
of  Russian  fishermen  who  come  to  take  advantage  of  the  Norwegian  fiords,  and  you 
^acceeil  in  gronping  a  small  iiopulatiou  that  Russia  might  think  hers(*lf  obliged  to  jiro-^ 
tect.  That  numerous  collisions  take  place  between  the  natives  and  the  strangers  is' 
natural,  as  well  as  that  the  latter  are  not  always  in  the  wrong.  Many  times  it  has 
Wen  proved  that  the  Russian  authorities  have  shown  a  very  great  zeal  in  receiving 
camplaints  of  their  nationals.  Genuine  documents  have  been  seen  in  their  hands,  and 
it  in  nsfdess  to  add  that  agents  are  not  wanting  to  them  to  observe  and  note  the  facts 
on  the  siMit. 

Here  is  the  serious  side  of  the  question.  A  day  may  come  when  Russia  will  say,  a 
part  of  the  population  (it  is  always  the  greater  part  for  those  precious  statisticians 
who  make  statistics  on  cannon  carriages)  is  composed  of  many  nationals,  therefore  this 
territory  is  Russian.  They  are  ojipressed,  therefore  I  come  to  protect  them.  As  for 
the«e  agents,  and  their  manlier,  more  or  less  open,  of  liroceeding,  that  is  a  secondary 
matter.  Last  year  a  voyage  very  long  and  trying  was  undertaken  by  Mr,  Mechelin, 
Ruswian  consuf  at  Christiana,  on  the  border  of  Norway  and  Russia,  which  attracted 
anxious  attention.  Why  did  she  awake  on  the  sub,ject  of  the  excursion,  j^robably  quite 
innocent  of  an  ex^Prnssian  general  ornamented  with  a  casque  f  It  is  said  he  was  sta- 
tioned a  long  time  in  regions  like  Sont  Varanger,  where  tourists  are  rare  if  any  were 
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ever  Keen,  and  tliat  he  announced  himself  as  come  to  study  the  military  architecture 
of  which  Finuiark  ought  not  to  ott'er  many  models,  and  from  thence  he  went  to  tbfl 
refjatta  at  Staveuger.  It  was  said  that  he  met  tht^n  the  Russian  consul-general  at 
Christiana,  hut  this  last  has  just  heen  contrmlicted.  Nevertheless  a  number  of  ingeuiooa 
conjunctions  which  may  have  no  more  foundation  than  .this  jiretended  meeting. 

Though  we  make  no  note  of  persons,  Ihe  quention  of  Russian  Fiumark  exists.    It  is 
very  grave,  and  ought  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  imblicists. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  24,]  LEaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

Stockholm^  November  7, 1868. 

Sir  :  The  system  of  maintaining  the  army  and  a  portion  of  the  marine 
in  Sweden  has  many  points  of  excellence,  which  could  be  adapted  to  our 
republican  institutions  with  far  greater  advantage  and  with  less  burden 
to  our  people  than  here. 

It  is  called  "Indelningt  Verket,"  the  system  of  distribution,  from  the 
verb  indehj  distribute,  that  is,  distribution  of  land  assigned  for  the  main- 
tenance of  soldiers.  This  system  commenced  as  far  baek  as  the  12th 
century.  By  a  mandate  of  King  Magnus,  the  estates  of  any  one  agree- 
ing to  serve  as  a  mounted  and  armed  soldier,  at  his  own  expense,  were 
liberated  from  all  taxation.  This  was  consequently  a  personal  privilege, 
but  could  be  transferred  with  the  estate,  the  purchaser  or  heir  becoming 
possessed  of  the  same  right,  which  is  termed  "frSlse."  Later  the  per- 
sonal nature  of  this  right  disappeared,  the  owner  being  i)ermitted  to 
furnish  a  substitute.  While  at  i)resent  this  class  of  estates  are  reheved 
of  the  separate  maintenance  of  a  soldier  by  paying  an  inconsiderable 
sum. 

The  principal  division  of  landed  estates  now  existing  is  as  follows: 
1st.  Krono,  belonging  to  the  Crown;  2d,  Sated,  entirely  free  from  tax- 
atioir;  3d,  Fralse,  partly  Bberated  from  taxation;  4th,  Skatte,  tax 
paying. 

Originally  all  the  land  was  of  the  4th  class,  belonging  to  private  indi- 
viduals and  paying  tax  to  the  Crown.  Most  of  the  land  still  remains  in 
this  division  and  maintains  the  greatest  number  of  the  indelta  soldiers, 
horse  and  foot,  as  well  as  batsmannen  or  boatmen,  corresponding  to  our 
landsmen  in  the  navy.  Krono  is  all  the  land  that  immediately  belongs  to 
the  Crown  as  its  property,  which  it  has  become  in  various  ways,  as,  for 
instance,  when  the  noble  family  of  Wassa  ascended  the  throne  in  1521,  all 
its  estates  became  Crown  property,  through  the  confiscation  of  the  church 
property  after  the  reformation,  &c.,  &c.  Formerly  the  Crown  divided 
its  principal  revenue  from  these  estates,  but  on  the  more  complete  organ- 
ization of  Indeluings  Verket,  a  great  number  of  them  were  set  aside  for 
the  sui)port  of  the  officers  of  the  army.  The  right  or  freedom  of  "  Siiteri" 
formerly  belonged  to  a  few  family  estates  of  the  old  nobility  and  the 
King's  private  estate.  It  was,  however,  determined  by  a  law  in  Gos- 
tavus  Adolphus's  reign,  that  a  nobleman  or  knight  could  possess  but 
one,  a  baron  two,  and  a  count  three  estates,  with  this  "  Sateri'^  right, 
which  consists  not  only  in  absolute  fi-eedom  of  taxation,  but  in  relief 
from  the  duty  of  maintaining  one  or  more  soldiers.  Charles  XI  finding 
the  revenues  of  the  Crown  very  much  diminished  by  this  liberality,  as 
well  as  the  numbers  of  his  soldiers,  sequestered  a  large  number  of  these 
estates,  so  that  but  few  of  them  now  remain,  and  those  remaining  are 
obliged  during  a  war  to  furnish  one  or  more  soldiers. 

Thus  before  the  reign  of  Charles  XI  it  will  be  seen  that  the  system 
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of  ludeliiings  Yerket,  though  differing  materially  from  its  present  work- 
ing, had  so  far  been  ])erfected  as  to  form  the  nucleus  of  an  army,  which 
was  increased  by  levies  and  conscription  in  time  of  need,  at  the  will  of 
tlie  monarch,  with  the  consent  of  the  Riksdag.  The  infantry  was  obtained 
through  levies  of  one  man  for  every  2(Jth  fralse  and  15th  or  10th  skatte 
farm — theproijortion  for  cavalry  being  in  accord  with  the  greater  expense 
of  its  support. 

t'barles  XI  finding  the  conscription  of  the  levies  to  be  a  slow  and 
iiieouvenient  method  by  which  to  till  the  ranks  of  his  army,  and  espe- 
cially so  when  abroad,  advised  and  carried  into  effect  a  system  of  con- 
tracts between  the  Crown  and  subjects,  by  which  peasants,  as  well  as 
nobles,  bound  themselves  to  always  furnish,  equip,  and  maintain  in  the 
field  one  soldier,  upon  about  the  above  mentioned  basis.  That  is,  farm- 
ers united  to  maintain  one  soldier,  the  number  being  determined  by  the 
size  and  value  of  their  farms.  A  smaller  number  of  the  possessors  of 
Skatte,  and  a  greater  number  of  possessors  of  fralse  farms,  also  a  differ- 
ent proportion  for  the  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  cities  were  almost 
entirely  free  from  this  burden.  Some  of  them  kept  a  small  number  of 
batsman,  but  the  greater  number  paid  a  money  tax.  These  contracts 
were  made  upon  the  condition  that  the  Crown  renounced  all  right  to  i)ro- 
cure  more  men  by  means  of  force^l  levies  or  conscription. 

When  the  above  mentioned  contracts  were  made,  the  farmers  set  aside 
and  ap[)ortioned  a  plot  of  ground  and  built  a  comfortable  cabin,  where 
the  soldier  might  live  and  maintain  himself  and  family  in  time  of  peace. 
During  a  war  the  farmers  are  obliged  to  tOl  his  land  and  care  for  his 
property.  Besides  this,  as  stated  above,  they  furnish  him  with  uniform, 
equipment,  and  arms,  and  if  a  cavalryman,  with  horse  and  horse  equip- 
ments. The  same  system  is  in  effect  to-day.  Tlie  estate  or  estates  that 
funiish  a  foot  soldier  are  called  a  ''  Bote,''  and  those  that  furnish  a  cav- 
alry-man a  "Rustha.U.''  The  soldiers  place,  cabin  and  land,  is  called  a 
''Torp."  The  word  torp  being  a  general  name  for  every  small  tenant's 
place.  These  torps  vary  in  size  in  the  different  i)rovinces,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  proximity  to  cities  or  towns,  &c. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  a  "Torp"  or  "EustltfUl,"  the  owner  or  own- 
ers thereof  procure  a  recruit,  who  is  first  inspected  by  the  company  com- 
mander, and  afterwards  by  the  regimental  surgeon,  regimental  com- 
mander, and  governor  of  the  district,  and  finally  approved  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  district,  at  the  next  general  inspection.  Rendez- 
vous for  drill  are  held  every  year.  First  with  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officeis  12  days,  generally  in  the  month  of  May,  with  recniits 
20  to  40  days  i»  May  and  June,  with  the  entire  regiment  15  days  in  June. 
Sweden  is  divided  into  five  military  districts,  each  commanded  by  a  gen- 
eral officer.  The  regiments  included  in  these  districts  supply  in  turn 
garrisons  for  forts  situated  within  the  district — 100,  or  at  most  200  men. 
Such  detailed  service  lasts  four  months,  during  which  time  the  men  are 
instructed  by  their  officers  in  what  is  termed  the  school  for  cori>orals. 
Men  may  also  be  detailed  at  times  to  assist  on  government  works.  Thus, 
for  example,  was  the  Gotha  canal  almost  entirely  constructed  by  soldiers. 
Charles  XII,  during  his  great  campaigns  in  foreign  countries,  seeing 
that  this  system  admitted  of  no  expansion  by  which  he  might  fill  the 
ranks  of  his  invasive  army,  demanded  and  obtained  a  conscription  to 
enable  him  to  continue  his  wars.  This  was  effected,  however,  without 
releasing  the  existing  contracts  with  the  soldier-furnishing  estates.  It 
had  the  result,  moreover,  to  create  some  years  after  the  '*  bevaring,''  which 
was  fully  instituted  by  the  Riksdag  in  1809,  when  the  new  constitution 
was  adopted.    The  ^'bevaring''  is  founded  upon  the  principle  that  every 
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male  citizen  should  be  liable  to  military  duty  from  21  years  of  age  to  25. 
They  are  required  to  drill  15  days  each  of  the  first  two  years.  Aside 
from  this  required  drill,  they  can  only  be  called  out  during  the  war,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Eiksdag. 

The  Indelning  regiments  are  formed  and  officered  so  as  to  absorb  the 
"  bevaring"  in  time  of  war.  The  infantry  regiments  are  divided  into  two 
battalions  of  four  companies  each.  A  company  is  generally  150  men, 
exclusive  of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  the  latterof  which  cor- 
porals do  not  belong.  A  regiment  has  officers  and  non-commissoned  offi- 
cers for  three  battalions,  the  third  battalion  to  consist  of  "bevaring,''  or 
rather  the  ''bevaring"  is  distributexi  among  the  old  soldiers,*  and  three 
battalions  formed.  The  cavalry  regiments  are  much  smaller,  and  are 
divided  into  from  four  to  eight  squadrons  of  about  90  men  each,  but  with 
so  many  officers  that  they  also  absorb  the  "bevaring."  Officers  of  all 
grades  ftirnish  their  own  horses. 

A  full  regiment  has  one  colonel,  three  majors,  (the  senior  having  the 
title  of  lieutenant  colonel,)  and  12  captains,  of  which  eight  are  company 
commanders,  and  four  to  command  comi>anies  when  the  "bevaring"  is 
added.  All  these  officers,  except  the  four  "bevSring''  captains,  have 
^'bostallen,"  that  is,  farms  furnished  by  the  Crown,  to  live  and  maintain 
themselves  upon.  The  subalterns  and  four  ''bevSring"  captains  get 
their  pay  in  money.  They  must,  however,  all  live  within  the  district  of 
their  company  and  regiment. 

All  the  non-commissioned  officers,  except  the  youngest  in  the  infantry, 
have  similar  <^  bostallen."  The  size  and  income  of  the  "bostallen"  is 
generally  suited  to  the  rank  of  the  possessor,  but  of  course  not  alwsiys; 
good  management  and  a  fertile  country  will  make  a  great  difference. 
Thus  some  of  the  non-commissioned  oflftcers  in  Sk5ne,  the  most  fertile 
district  of  the  kingdom,  have  much  larger  incomes  than  many  regimental 
commanders  in  the  north  of  Sweden.  The  Swedish  indelt^  army  consists 
at  present  of  about  3,300  cavalry,  20,239  infantry,  besides  5,086  "  Indelta 
batsman."  There  are  besidets,  two  "  bevaring''  battalions,  that  is  to  say, 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  for  two  complete  battalions,  ex- 
clusive of  those  mentioned  before.  The  *' Indelta"  regiments,  besides 
having  a  number,  are  given  the  name  of  the  province  or  district  to  which 
they  belong.  The  regiments  are  so  apportioned  that  in  24  hours  any 
one  regiment  may  be  concentrated.  In  adding  the  "bevaring"  to  the 
"Indelta"  in  time  of  war,  the  effective  force  of  the  army  amounts  to  a 
little  more  than  100,000  men.  The  balance  of  the  army,  which  consists 
of  only  6,800  men,  are  enlisted  for  six  years,  and  are  apportioned  about 
as  follows ;  3,000  artillery,  1,000  marines,  400  horse  guards,  600  cavalry, 
1,800  foot  guards,  (Ist  and  2d  regiments,)  besides  a  small  force  of 
engineers. 

This  force  alone  receive  their  pay  directly  from  the  government,  except 
the  youngest  officers  of  the  ''Indelta"  infantry  and  the  subalterns  befoi-e 
mentioned,  and  are  kept  in  permanent  garrisons  during  peace.  However, 
one-fourth  of  this  enlisted  force  are  on  furlough,  during  which  they 
receive  no  pay.  The  pay  of  infantry  officers  in  the  Swedish  "Indelta" 
army  is,  for  a  colonel  from  5,000  to  10,000  riks  dollars ;  majors  from  3,000 
to  6,000  riks  dollars;  first  captain  from 2,000  to  6,000  riks  dollars;  sec- 
ond captain  ftom  1,200  to  1,800  riks  dollars ;  first  lieutenant  from  600  to 
1,000  riks  dollars ;  second  lieutenant  from  300  to  480  riks  dollars. 

It  is  somewhat  higher  in  the  cavalry,  at  least  in  the  four  lower  grades. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  system  of  apportionment  of  land  to  the  use  of 
one  who  binds  himself  to  bear  arms  for  tlie  government  in  time  of 
need  and  to  submit  to  all  other  military  requirements,  a  poor  country  is 
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enabled  to  rnaintain  and  have  ever  ready  for  immediate  use  an  army  of 
well-drilled  and  disciplined  soldiers  and  officers,  amounting  to  30,000 
men.  By  adding  the  "  bevaring,^  composed  of  men  of  a  certain  age  fixed 
by  law,  the  army  is  immediately  swelled  to  the  considerable  size  of 
100,000  men.  Commanded  by  educated  and  experienced  officers,  the 
regiments  are  all  named  and  numbered,  and  each  man  between  the  ages 
of  21  and  25  years  knows  where  he  Mill  tiike  his  place  when  called  upon 
to  battle  for  his  country.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  this  king- 
dom, by  any  other  system,  could  not  maintain  a  standing  army  at  all  pro- 
I)ortionate.  to  its  territorial  extent  or  requirements. 

It  now  only  remains  to  show  how  far  this  system,  that  has  stood  the 
test  of  centuries  here,  can  be  made  applicable  to  our  own  country. 

Tliis  I  shall  endeavor  to  do,  first,  by  directing  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  an  individiuil  citizen  of  a  republic  composed  of  a  great  number 
of  states  must  necessarily  have  a  remote  interest  in  the  general  govern- 
uient.  This  more  especially  applies  to  the  clttss  upon  whose  'i>atriotism 
we  rely  in  time  of  war  to  maintain  our  rights  in  the  field  a«  private 
soldiers.  This  remoteness  of  interest  does  not  arise  from  any  want  of 
a  proper  and  warm  love  of  country,  but  from  the  fa(5t  of  the  numerous 
iutermetliate  appliances  for  their  government  before  they  are  brought 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  higher  law  of  the  constitution  and  are  made 
to  feel  that  the  entire  country  is  one  and  indivisible.  Nature  has 
implanted  in  the  breast  of  every  man  the  sentiment  of  loyalty,  which  is 
exhibited  in  its  fullest  intensity  in  the  love  of  his  family  and  in  the  per- 
sonal saerifices  he  is  ever  ready  to  make  for  their  defense  and  protection. 
Extending  from  this  center  it  embraces  his  town,  county,  congressional 
di.strict,  and  state ;  and  finally  includes  in  its  outer  circle  the  general 
government.  With  no  intervening  hinderances,  or  as  between  our  own 
and  another  power,  it  gives  itself  with  all  its  intensity  direct  to  the  head'. 
But  if  there  be  intermediate  differences  the  most  conscientious  and 
inteUigent  at  least  hesitate. 

By  this  system  one  or  more  men  in  every  township  are  made  to  4eel  a 
warmer  interest  in  their  own  to^vn,  which  provides  them  a  homestead 
upon  which  they  maintain  themselves  and  families,  and  a  direct  interest 
in,  and  responsibility  to,  the  general  government.  In  our  country,  as 
here,  these  soldiers  would  many  of  them  become  important  members  of 
the  society  of  their  townships,  and  would  greatly  aid  in  removing  the 
distant  consideration  of  national  affairs. 

One  or  more  of  these  soldier  torps  conld  be  provided  by  each  town- 
ship, according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  at  little  expense  to  the 
tax-payers,  as  the  government  have  always  anns  enough  on  hand  to 
supply  them.  Each  district  could  supply  garrisons  for  forts,  arsenals, 
&c.,  with  an  expense  to  the  government  for  rations  only.  The  officers 
are  already  serving  in  the  army.  This  system  would  enable  the  entire 
force  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  pay,  as  at  present,  to  be  moved  at 
any  time,  to  a  man,  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  could  be  reinforced,  if 
necessary,  from  the  regiments  of  the  "  Indelta"  which  were  nearest  to 
the  scene  of  action. 

Second.  Suppose  the  soldiers  to  be  enlisted  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
.It  the  average  age  of  21,  three  terms  would  expire  when  the  soldiers  of 
the  first  enlistments  had  but  attained  the  age  of  36  years.  Thus  there 
would  always  be  a  thoroughly  instructed  reserve  in  the  country,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  state  militia,  ready  to  bear  arms  in  any  emergency. 

To  this  end  there  might  be  apportioned  a  certain  number  of  acres  in 
each  township,  survey^  and  to  be  surveyed,  of  the  great  tracts  of  gov- 
ernment lands  yet  undisposed  of.    This  apportionment  alone  might  be 
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SO  managed  that  as  civilization  advanced  towards  the  west,  it  would  be 
found  in  a  few  years  adequate  to  the  support  of  a  great  army,  without 
drawing  a  dollar  from  the  treasury  of  the  nation. 

The  minor  details  of  this  system,  as  applicable  to  our  country,  such 
as  how  many  men  shall  be  retained  in  the  army  to  be  paid  as  now ;  how 
many  should  be  enrolled  in  the  ''Indelta;"  whether,  when  called  into 
active  service,  they  should  receive  as  much  pay  as  the  regular  soldier, 
or  whether  they  are,  to  receive  none  at  all ;  the  number  of  days'  (bill 
each  year,  &c.^  &c.,  can  be  readily  adjusted  if  the  system  is  found 
worthy  of  consideration.  * 

In  this  connection,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  some  means  of 
contrasting  the  actual  expense  in  maintaining  this  army  of  53,641  strong, 
with  officers  to  command,  and  so  organized  as  to  absorb  the  '^bevaring'' 
in  case  of  need,  making  its  total  effective  strength  110,852,  with  our  own 
system,  I  will  give — 

1. — A  statement  of  tlie  standhig  of  the  Swedhh  army  for  the  year  ending 

December  31. 1867. 

Officers,  including  general  officers,  and  medical  staff 1 ,  617 

Non-commissioned  officers 1, 219 

Musicians 1, 341 

Engineers,  (privates  enlisted) 287 

Artillery,  (privates  enlisted) -. 2, 489 

Cavalry,  (privates  enlisted) 976 

Infantry,  (privates  enlisted) : 2, 043 

5, 795 

ludelta  cavalry,  (privates  enlisted) 3, 273 

Indelta  infantry,  (privates  enlisted) 20, 318 

23,591 

Effective  strength 33,641 

Bovaring  Gott lands  iiational  officers 104 

Be v&ring  Gottlands  non-commissioned  officers  and  musicians 259 

Bevaring  Gottlands  privates 8, 101 

8,464 

Swedish  general,  (bevaring  conscription,)  drilled  in  four  classes 68, 747 

Total  effective  strength 110,852 

2. — Table  of  expenditures  for  the  army  1868. 

Sika  Rmt 

Bureaus  under  the  department  for  the  ecpnomy  of  the  army 123, 700 

General  officers  and  general  staff . . .  -. 143, 562 

For  maps  issued  by  topographical  corx)8 60, 000 

For  military  schools 79, 888 

For  medical  department 64, 650 

348,100 

For  the  indelta  army 3, 855, 078 

For  the  enlisted  amiy 2, 555, 088 

For  bev&ring  (and  volunteer  organizations) 945, 000 

^  : 7,355.146 

1612,590 
For  fortifications,  repairing  and  new  materials,  and  various 

smaller  expenses,  including  10,000  Bemington  rifles 2, 570, 000 

■  2, 732,  oW 

Riks  dollars 10,559,536 

American  tlollars 2, 846,236 
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I  submit  this  history  of  the  past  and  present  military  organization  of 
Swe<len  to  your  consideration,  with  the  single  desire  to  add  whatever 
information  is  attainable  through  my  position  which  may  by  any  possi- 
bility be  of  ser\'ice  to  the  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  J.  BARTLETT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Morris  to  Mr.  Seward.  • 

[Extract.] 

No.  242.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinopl€j  January  9,  1868. 

Sir:  The  Cretan  questign  has  of  late  assumed  a  more  serious  aspect. 
Tbe  want  of  success  of  the  Turkish  troops,  and  the  apparent  unanimity 
with  which  tlie  insurgents  and  the  Christian  population  have  rejected 
the  propositions  made  to  them  through  the  grand  vizier,  has  provoked 
new  demonstrations  on  the  i)art  of  the  great  i>owers  in  favor  of  peace. 
The  French  ambassador,  I  am  informed,  on  Saturday  last  presented  a 
note  to  the  Porte  on  the  part  of  his  government,  in  which,  in  vety  positive 
terms,  a  commission  of  inquiry  is  demanded  to  ascertain  the  sentiment 
of  the  Cretan  people,  with  the  view  of  allowing  them  to  determine  their 
future  destiny.  This  commission  is  to  be  comprised  of  representatives 
of  the  great  powers,  with  a  Turkish  commissioner  ailjoint  In  this  note 
the  Porte  is  advised  of  the  imminent  certainty  of  a  war  by  Russia  against 
Turkey,  and  the  declaration  is  made  that  in  such  a  war  France  will 
remain  perfectly  neutral  if  the  Port^  rejects  the  proposed  co;nmission  of 
inquiry.      .   •  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

England,  indirectly  co-operating  with  France,  has,  through  her  ambas- 
sador, Mr.  Elliott,  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  principality, 
without,  however,  resorting  to  menace  to  support  her  counsel.  The 
Austrian  ambassador,  a  fortnight  since,  in  behalf  of  his  government, 
urged  also  a  commission  of  inquiry.  This  particular  proi>osition  was 
first  advanced  last  summer  by  France,  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia  and 
Italy  as  an  alternative  to  their  recommendation  for  the  cession  of  Crete 
to  Greece.    It  is  of  Russian  origin.  ♦  ♦  ♦  • 

The  last  advices  from  Crete  report  new  disasters  to  the  imperial  forces, 
and  that  they  have  been  unable  to  make  any  progress  in  the  reduction 
of  the  rebellion.  Sawas  Ettendi,  an  employ^  of  the  Porte,  who  has  been 
made  pasha  of  Spakia,  left  Canea  with  six  battalions,  about  10,000  men, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  his  pachalik.  At  about  three 
hours  from  the  point  of  departure,  on  the  verge  of  the  mountain  district 
of  Spakia,  he  was  met  by  an  insurgent  force,  and.aft^r  a  desperate  com- 
bat of  some  duration  the  Turkish  troops  wei'e  driven  back  and  were 
obliged  to  return  with  the  pasha  to  Canea,  or  rather  they  accompanied 
him  to  a  safe  distance,  whence  he  was  enabled  under  escort  to  reach  that 
town.  Thus  ends  the  attempt  to  revive  the  Turkish  government  in  the 
famous  district  of  Spakia. 

Although  60,000  women  and  children,  bj'  the  Christian  charity  of  the 
great  i)owers,  have  been  transported  to  Greece,  the  suffering  for  want  of 
food  is  very  great  in  Crete,  and  many  helpless  non-combatants  perish 
from  starvation.  The  situation  of  this  once  beautiful  and  flourishiug 
island  is  indeed  deplorable,  and  it  justly  commends  itself  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  Christian  world. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C, 
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Mr,  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Xo246.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople y  January  22^  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  co-operation  with  my  col- 
leagues of  the  diplomatic  cori)s,  I  have  addressed  the  Porte  a  note  solicit- 
ing permission  for  stiiliug- vessels  to  pass  through  the  Bosphorus  and 
Dardanelles  during  the  night.  Although  steamers  are  permitted  to  pass 
the  filrts  at  the  entrance  of  these  straits  after  night,  the  same  liberty  is 
not  allowed  to  sailing-vessels.  This  is  the  cause  of  frequent  disasters, 
a.s  the  anchorage  outside  is  bad,  and  in  case  of  storms  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  find  good  slielter,  or  to  escai>e  shipwreck  or  serious  damage. 
The  interests  of  commerce,  in  the  opinion  of  shipmasters,  require  the 
abrogation  of  this  ancient  regulation.  Often,  also,  in  consequence  of  a 
cbauge  of  wind  at  nightfall,  vessels  are  driven  back  from  the  Dardanelles, 
and  are  unable  to  reach  the  straits  again  for  months  afterwards. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  my 
colleagues  and  myself,  first  made  some  two  years  since,  a  proper  system 
of  life-saving  apparatus  and  of  precautions  against  shipwreck  are  to  be 
adopted  in  a  short  time  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bosphorus  from  the 
Black  sea.  That  locality  is  the  scene  of  many  shipwrecks  and  much  loss 
of  life  during  the  stormy  months,  owing  to  the  ditticulty  of  distinguish- 
ing the  true  mouth  of  the  Bosphorus. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MOREIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington.  D.  C. 


Mr,  Morris  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  252.]  Legation  of  tue  Uxited  States, 

Constantinople^  March  11, 1868. 

Sir:  The  grand  vizier,  Aali  Pasha,  having  returned  from  Crete,  I 
called  on  him  with  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps.  Uis 
Highness  was  very  cordial  in  my  reception,  and  w^as  in  excellent  health 
and  spirits.  In  conversing  on  his  mission  to  Crete,  in  reply  to  my  remark 
that  1  hoi)ed  he  had  tranquilized  the  island,  he  replied  that  all  would  go 
on  well  if  there  was  no  interference  from  abroad.  I  inferred  from  this 
observation  that  his  Highness  did  not  regard  the  state  of  affairs  there 
as  altogether  satisfactory,  or  that  peace  was  re-established.  Since  his 
return,  indeed,  we  have  news  of  an  important  battle  at  Prosyaco,  in 
which  the  Turkish  loss  is  reported  by  Mr.  Stillman  as  over  a  thousand. 
The  whole  division  engaged  in  this  battle  would  have  probably  been 
destroyed  but  for  the  timely  aid  rendered  by  a  Turkish  iron  clad,  which 
took  a  position  sufficientl}^  near  the  field  of  battle  to  bring  her  guns  in 
range  on  the  Cretan  forces. 

Concessions  of  a  very  liberal  charjicter  have  been  made  to  the  insur- 
gents by  the  grand  ^izier,  but  as  these  cKmcessious  follow  a  desolating 
war  of  two  years'  duwition,  they  do  not  seem  likely  to  i)roduce  any  effect. 
Thns  far,  at  leiist,  the  Cretans  manifest  no  signs  of  submission.  They 
fight  with  more  spirit  and  resolution  than  ever,  and  the  blockade-runners 
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continue  as  lieretofore  to  carry  provisions  and  munitions  of  war  from 
Greece  to  Crete.  The  Cretans  evidently  intend  to  prolong  the  contest  until 
they  can  {wofit  by  coniiilicatious  in  western  Europe  to  realize  their  aspira- 
tions for  independence  and  annexation  to  Greece.  Thus  far  1  do  not  see 
any  solid  advance  that  has  been  made  by  the  Turkish  forces  in  the  sul)- 
jection  of  the  rebellion.  The  loss  in  battle  and  by  disease,  and  the 
expenses  of  i)rosecuting  this  contest,  are  very  great  on  the  Turkish  m\^ 
The  French  papers  abound  in  warlike  reports  from  Eoumania  and 
Servia.  There  is  no  doubt  considerable  agitation  in  both  those  prov- 
inces, but  not  to  the  extent  described  by  the  Paris  journals. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  State,  Washhigton,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Morris  to  Mr  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  257.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinopky  May  21,  1868. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that,  yieldinp:  to  the 
pressure  of  controlling  circumstances  and  to  the  counsels  of  the  pro- 
tecting powers,  the  Porte  has  recently  adopted  several  measures  of  a 
refolMnatory  character,  which,  if  faithfully  executed,  will  have  an  import- 
ant intluence  on  the  future  welfare  of  this  empire  and  its  subjects. 

A  council  of  state  has  been  established  with  almo^  similar  functions 
to  that  of  France.  Its  chief  duty  will  consist  in  the  revision  and  prepa- 
ration of  laws,  the  outlines  of  which  have  been  submitted  to  it  by  the 
council  of  ministers.  It  will  also  assist  that  body  with  its  ad\'ice,  when- 
ever required.  As  it  is  composed  of  nearly  a  hundred  members,  both 
Mussulman  and  Christian,  selected  from  different  parts  of  the  empire,  it 
may  be  able  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence  on  ministerial  legishitiou  if 
its  advice  is  respected  and  its  independence  is  not  interfered  with. 

A  high  court  of  Justice  has  also  been  established  charged  with  the 
decision,  in  the  last  resort,  of  all  civil,  commercial,  and  criminal  cases. 
It  is  divided  into  two  sections:  one  for  criminal  cases  exclusively,  and 
the  other  fi»r  civil  and  commercial  causes.  The  presiding  judge  will  he 
a  minister,  with  the  title  of  "  President  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice.** 
This  coiu't  will  have  jurisdiction  in  civil  and  criminal  affairs,  in  accordance 
with  the  general  laws  of  the  emi)ire ;  first,  in  all  suits  which  come  before  it 
regidarly  and  according  to  la^w;  and  secondly,  in  all  cases  in  which  an 
appeal  is  duly  made  to  it  by  any  party  in  a  civil,  commercial,  or  criminal 
process,  to  the  exclusion  of  first  cases,  which  belong  to  the  Cheriai* 
courts :  secondly,  those  which  specially  concern  new  Mussulman  commu- 
nities; and  thirdly,  commercial  causes  which  have  been  tried  by  fhe 
tribunals  which  have. special  cognizance  of  such  suits.  The  high  court 
is  obliged  to  refer  to  the  council  of  state  every  case  between  private 
individuals  in  which  any  contest  may  arise  between  one  of  the  parties 
and  the  authorities.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  will  be  public  a<^corih 
ing  to  Hh  own  dmretion.    The  members  of  this  couYt  who  are  apjwinted 
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by  imperial  trade  or  decree  are  irremovable,  except  ichen  promoted  to 
Mgkerftmctions  or  convicted  after  trial. 

Most  of  the  attribates  of  this  new  court  are  already  exercised  by  the 
existing  snpreme  council  of  justice.  With  its  enlarged  ftinctions  it  will 
fEM^ilitate  the  administration  of  justice,  if  its  judges  are  men  of  perfect 
probity  and  of  proper  qualifications. 

HisMajesty  the  Sultan  has  recently,  on  the  opening  of  the  Mohammedan 
new  year,  in  a  formal  address  before  the  chief  authorities,  reaffirmed 
the  pledges  of  the  Hatti  Haumagom  of  his  predecessor,  and  announced 
his  intention  to  abolish  all  inviifious  distinctions  between  his  subjects, 
aiMl  his  resolution  to  co  operate  in  all  measures  necessary  to  the  pros- 
peritj' and  regeneration  of  the  empire.  ♦  ♦  ♦  '♦  ♦ 
I  am,  sfr,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MOEEIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  266.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  July  31, 1868. 

8m:  The  privileges  of  American  citizenship  are  so  much  abused  in 
this  empire  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  special 
attention  of  the  department  « 

It  has  become  quite  a  common  practice  for  Ottoman  subjects,  chiefly 
Armenians,  to  go  to  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
American  citizenship,  not  with  the  view  of  residing  there,  but  solely  as 
a  means  of  escapii%  allegiance  to  the  Turkish  government,  within  the 
territory'  of  which  they  return  to  reside  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Some 
of  them  merely  take  out  declaration  papers,  and  others  perfect  the  forms 
of  naturalization.  In  either  case  the  proceeding  is  virtually  fraudulent, 
as  they  have  no  intention  of  becoming  resident  American  citizens. 
Upon  their  return  to  Turkey  they  enjoy  higher  privileges  than  the 
native  bom  American.  Unlike  him  they  pay  no  taxes  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  may  claim  through  it  the  expenditure  of 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  American  p^ple  for  the  redress  of  unsat- 
isfied grievances.  In  time  of  war  they  are  not,  as  the  home-resident, 
subject  to  military  conscription.  They  enjoy,  in  truth,  all  the  rights 
of  an  American  citizen^  but  are  exempt  from  the  duties,  burdens,  and 
obligations  appertaining  to  the  same. 

I  respectfully  beg  to  be  informed  if  I  am  to  protect  as  American  citi- 
zens persons  of  oriental  origin,  such  as  I  have  described,  and  who  have 
DO  other  claim  of  right  to  be  regarded  as  such  than  declaration  papers, 
and  who,  ever  since  the  issuing  of  the  same,  have  resided  in  Turkey  f  Am 
I  bound  to  recognizAs  American  citizens  the  children  of  original  Otto- 
nuui  subjects,  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  but  who,  since  their 
natoralization,  have  constantly  resided  in  Turkey,  and  which  children 
have  been  bom  here  f  In  many  instances  the  children  of  such  individ- 
uals have  passed  their  majority  and  are  engaged  in  business,  never 
having  visited  the  United  States.  Of  coiurse,  they  claim  that  their 
descendants,  ad  infinitum  shall  be  considered  American  citizens.  These 
distinctions  against  the  native-bora  and  home-resident  Americans  are 
obviously  unjust  and  invidious,  and  ought  to  be  corrected. 
8  D  r — ^voL.  n 
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Many  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  this  subject  might  l)e  obviated 
by  sucii  a  treaty  as  that  lately  negotiated  by  Mr.  Bancroft  with  Prussia, 
and  it  may  be  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  department  if  it  be  ngt 
expedient  to  negotiate  a  similar  treaty  with  Turkey.  In  the  mean  time 
I  solicit  instructions  on  the  above  points. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary , of  IState^  Washington^  D,C, 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Morris, 

Xo.  187.J  DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

^yashingtonJ  August  21,  1868. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatdi  of  the  31st  of  July,  No.  206,  has  been  received. 
We  have  for  some  time  been  apprised  of  the  abuses  which  are  com- 
mitted concerning  the  privilege  of  citizenship  of  the  United  States  iu 
oriental  countries. 

This  department,  as  you  must  have  inferred  from  some  of  its  instruc- 
tions, has  been  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  correct  these  abuses. 

In  answer  to  your  present  request  for  special  instructions,  I  have  to 
direct  that  you  will  extend  the  protraction  of  the  United  Stat4>s  only  Ui 
persons  who  are  either  native  born  or  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  In  case  of  naturalization  the  proceeding  must  not  consist  merely 
iu  a  preliminary  declaration  of  intention,  but  must  show  a  judicial  pit)- 
cess  fiUly  complete  and  ended  before  the  proper  courts,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Wherever 
the  naturalization  papers  presented  are  either  manifestly  fraudulent, 
or  well  suspected  of  being  fraudulent,  you  will  refuse  to  extend  prota* 
tion  upon  them  until  the  case  shall  hav«  been  examined  here. 

When  the  person  who  demands  protection  claims  it  upoii  the  ground 
simply  that  he  is  the  child  of  a  person  who  has  been  naturalized  iu  tbe 
United  States,  you  will  look  into  the  circumstances  and  see  whether  the 
claimant  has,  by  relinquishing  his  residence  iu  the  United  States,  or  by 
returning  to  Turkey  or  any  other  foreign  country,  i)ractically  waived  his 
legally  acquired  but  provisional  title  a^j  an  American  citizen. 

Y^ou  will  in  no  case  interpose  in  behalf  of  a  person  whose  objects 
appear  to  be  immoral,  or  illegal,  or  frivolous,  or  whose  title  to  United 
States  cithcenship  is  not  clear  and  absolute;  on  the  contrary,  in  suth 
doubtful  cases  you  will  refer  yourself  to  this  department  for  special 
instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  <£•(?.,  itc.y  d'c. 


WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 


•     Mr.  Morris  to  Mp\  Scicard, 

No.  267.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  August  24, 18C8. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Farmgut  at 
this  capital,  in  the  United  States  steamer  Frolic.    This  vessel  being 
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nithin  the  dimensions  allowed  to  enter  the  straits  by  the  treaty  of  Paris 
of  1856,  my  application  for  the  requisite  firman  was  promjitly  f^raiited. 
Some  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  at  Constantinople,  his  liaj?- 
vsliip,  the  fri|2:ate  Franklin,  was  reported  at  the  DardanellevS,  whither  she 
had  repaired  under  his  orders  to  await  him,  on  his  departure  from  this 
place. 

I  thought  it  due  to  so  distinguished  an  officer  of  our  navy  that  excep- 
tional honors  should  be  awarded  to  him.  With  this  object  in  view,  1 
applied  to  the  Turkish  government  to  suspend  in  his  favor  that  article 
ill  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856  by  which  vessels  of  war  of  the  dimensions 
of  the  Franklin  are  excluded  from  the  straits.  On  my  first  and  informal 
a[)plication,  1  was  informed  that  such  exceptions  were  only  made  in  favor 
«)f  princes  of  tiie  blood.  To  this  I  made  answer  that  under  such  a  con- 
struction and  administration  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States  would  not 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the  aristocratic  states  of  Europe,  and  that 
this  provision  of  the  treaty  was  partial  in  its  apx)licatign,  and  to  the 
derogation  of  our  dignity.  If  Admiral  Farragut  were  not  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  he  was  at  Icist  a  naval  officer  of  such  pre-eminent  fame  and 
achievements  that  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  had  treated  him  witli 
princely  honors,  and  had  received  him  with  a  distinction  rarely  granted 
to  other  than  royal  personages.  Having  discussed  the  question  at 
various  times  in  personal  audiences  with  the  grand  vizier  and  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  I  was  pleased  to  know  that  his  Majesty  the  Sultan 
desired  the  entrance  of  the  Franklin.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  aflairs,  I  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion  addressed  him  a  formal 
note,  asking  the  requisite  permission  for  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  by 
the  Franklin.  On  the  receipt  of  th\s  note,  the  Porte  officially  advised 
the  representatives  of  the  great  powers  of  the  wishes  of  the  Sultan,  and 
invited  their  assent  to  the  provisional  snsi)ension  of  the  exclusion  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  favor  of  the  flag  ship  of  Admiral  Farragut. 
Having  given  their  assent,  I  was  advised  by  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed 
is  a  copy,  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  the  Dardanelles  to  allow  the 
Franklin  to«pass  up  the  straits. 

In  this  instance  the  admiral  has  been  treated  with  rare  courtesy  by 
the  Turkish  government,  and  in  a  manner  altogether  unexceptional.  I 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  specially  thank  the  proper  authorities  for 
th»»  same. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  I  presented  the  admiral  to  the  Sultan,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  striking  cordiality.  His  Highness  Aali  Pasha, 
jmuid  vizier,  sul)sequently  gave  him  a  grand  dinner,  at  which  all  the 
ministers  of  the  imperial  cabinet,  as  well  as  other  leading  Turkish  func- 
tionaries, were  present.  The  Russian  and  English  ambassadors  also 
extended  him  the  hospitalities  of  their  tables.  He  was  prevented  from 
accepting  an  invitation  of  the  French  ambassador  by  illness.  It  is 
quite  needless,  I  hojie,  to  assure  you  that  it  has  been  a  sincere  pleasure 
to  nie  to  render  the  admiral  all  possible  courtesy  on  my  own  part.  His 
visit  to  Constantinoide,  accompanied  as  it -has  been  by  the  arrival  of 
his  flag-shii),  will,  I  am  confident,  prove  a  most  auspicious  one  in  every 
n^spect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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rXruiBlAtioD.l 
guBiJME  Porte,  Ministry  op  Foreign  Ai-t-airs, 

I  bav^ received  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  me  the  18th  instant,  and 
by  which  you  express  the  wish  that  permission  may  be  exceptionally  given  to  the 
frigate  Franklin,  bearing  the  flag  of  Admiral  Farragut,  to  pass  the  straits  of  the  Dar- 
danelles to  Constantinople. 

As  you  have  been  pleased  to  recognize  in  the  said  note,  the  existing  treaties  have  estab- 
lished the  principle  of  the  closing  of  the  straits.  Although  the  dimensions  of  the  vessel 
in  question  exceeil  the  limits  expressly  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  his  M^jesty  the 
Sultan,  my  august  sovereign,  desirous  nevertheless  of  giving  proof  of  his  defeifotial 
regard  for  a  distinguished  personage  of  the  great  Amencan  republic,  has  been  pleased 
for  this  purpose,  and  in  a  manner  altogether  exceptional,  to  grant  the  permission  asked 
for  the  passage  of  the  frigate  Franklin. 

In  iuiormiug  you,  sir,  that  instructions  in  this  sense  have  been  sent  by  telegraph  to 
the  Dardanelles,  I  beg  you  to  take  note  of  the  exceptional  character  of  the  granted 
authorization. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister  resident,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

FUAD. 

Hon.  E.  Joy  Morris, 

MinUt€r  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.]  '  ♦ 

No.  208.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

•  Constantinople^  August  31, 1868. 

Sm :  Admiral  Farragat  sailed  from  this  port  with  the  Franklin  and 
Frolic,  the  29th  iiistant,  for  the  Piraeus.  On  the  26th  instant  he  gave  an 
entertainment  to  the  diplomatic  corps  in  his  flag-ship,  and  on  the  27th 
the  grand  vizier,  Aali  Pasha,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Fuad 
Pasha,  made  him  an  official  visit  on  the  part  of  the  Sultan,  to  express 
the  regrets  of  his  Majesty  for  his  inabifity  to  visit  him  on  board  the 
Franklin.  They  breakfasted  with  the  admiral  and  inspected  minutely 
the  vessel.  They  expressed  their  admiration  of  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  the  ship  in  the  strongest  terms. 

The  Turkish  authorities  have  shown  every  possible  civility  to  the  admi- 
ral during  his  stay  here.  Among  other  acts  of  signal  courtesy  on  the 
part  of  the  Sultan  was  that  of  ordering  Ali  Viza  Bey,  intrwlucer  of 
ambassadors,  to  place  himself  at  the  disposition  of  the  admiral,  in  order  to 
facilitate  his  visit  to  the  government  establishments  and  to  other  objects 
of    aterest  in  the  capital.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  • 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORKIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  WashingtoUj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  269.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  October  2, 1868. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  a  translated  copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Sublime  Porte  relative  to  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  and 
Bosphorus  by  vessels  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sers^ant, 

E.  JOY  MOREIS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  C 
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[TranalatioiLj 

CircuUtron  the  proktbiUon  of  ike  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Bosphorus  hy  foreign  vessels 

of  vrar. 

Sublime  Porte,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

September  28,  186^. 

Sib  :  The  prohibition  of  the  passage  of  the  straits  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Bosphonis 
by  foreign  vessels  of  war  is  a  rule  which  the  imperial  government  in  the  exercise  of 
aU'rritorialright  has  at  all  times  enforced. 

The  treaty  of  Pwis,  of  March  30,  1856,  has  intervened  only  to  solemnly  affirm 
the  resolution  of  his  Imperial  Mivjesty  the  Sultan,  to  invariably  maintain,  whilst  the 
Soblime  Porte  is  at  peace,  this  ancient  rule  of  his  empire  already  declared  in  the  treaty 
of  London  of  July  13,  1841,  and  by  which  act  the  powers  signers  pledged  themselves  to 
respect  this  determination  of  the  territorial  sovereicn. 

This  principle  has  always  been  maintained ;  and  if  on  rare  and  exceptional  occasions 
it  has  Ijeen  permitted  to  aome  vessels  of  war  to  pass  the  straits,  it  was  always  in  vii'tue 
uf  a  special  authorization  accorded  out  of  deference  to  the  distinguished  x>ei*soiiage8  on 
bt»ard  of  them. 

The  Sublime  Port-e,  however,  recognises  that  a  relaxation  in  the  strict  application  of 
the  aforesaid  principle  with  respect  to  vessels  of  war,  apart  from  the  exceptions  pro- 
Tided  by  articles  2  and  3  of  the  convention  of  March  30,  1856,  would  not  be  compatible 
with  the  declaration  contained  in  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  Paris. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  decided  that,  henceforward,  there  will  positively  be  no  excep- 
tion hot  for  vessels  of  war,  which  may  have  on  board  a  sovereign  or  the  chief  of  an 
independent  state.  ' 

The.  preceding  decision  having  been  sanctioned  by  his  imperial  Mjyesty  the  Sultan 
I  have  the  honor  to  beg  you  to  report  it  to  the  government  or  the  United  •  States  for  its 
information. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

SAFVET. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  272.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

-  Constantinople^  October  29,  1868. 
Sib  :  Having  on  a  previous  occasion  i-eported  the  reply  of  Fuad  Pasha 
to  my  application  for  pennission  for  Admiral  Farragut's  flagship,  the 
Franklin,  to  pass  the  Dardanelles,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit 
inclosed  translated  copies  of  my  two  notes  on  this  subject,  and  also  the 
circular  dispatch  of  his  Highness  Fuad  Pasha  to  the  representatives  of 
the  powei^  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  C. 


3fr.  Morris  to  Fuad  Pasha. 

BuYNKDRE,  Auifmt  18, 1868. 

HiGnxESS :  The  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragiit  having  arrived  at  the  Danlanelles,  I  have 
Ibe honor  to  solicit  that  permission  be  mranted  to  said  vessel  to  pass  the  straits.  Although 
vewels  of  war  of  the  size  of  the  Fran  Klin  are  excluded  from  the  straits  by  the  existing 
treaties,  exceptions  have  lieen  made  from  time  to  time  in  favor  of  such  vessels,  when 
^viug  on  board  a  prince  of  royal  blood.  Hereditary  dignities  do  not  exist  in  the 
rnite(l  States.  If  these  exceptions  are  exclusively  confined  to  princes  of  the  blood,  the 
hist4>rical  personages  of  the  Unite4  States  cannot  profit  by  the  same,  and  an  invidious 
AL«»t\Tiction  will  thus  Ije  established  against  them  by  the  Porte, 

Admiral  Farragut  is  the  officer  of  highest  rank  in  the  American  navy,  and  the  most 
distingiiiahed.  His  achievements  in  the  late  civil  war  greatly  contributed  to  the  i*al- 
vation  of  his  country  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  American  Union  against  its  ene- 
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niros.  His  fame  has  become  cosmopolitan,  and  lie  haa  been  received  in  all  the  conrt^of 
Euroi»e  with  princely  honora.  Sovereigns  have  i^ranted  him  extraordiuarj-  houons 
regarding  rather  the  facts  of  his  history  than  his  rank.         • 

Admiral  Farragut  having  been  received  with  such  distinction  elsewhere,  I  venture  to 
hoi)e  that  his  Majesty  the  Sultan,  with  his  usual  appreciation  of  distin|niishc<l  exploits 
an<l  services,  will  accord  to  him  the  exception  heretofore  only  made  in  Sivor  of  primes. 

The  admiral  desires  to  bring  the  Franklin  to  Constantinople  exclusively  for  puriH^j^vx 
of  courtesy  to  a  jwwer  with  which  the  Unit^'d  States  ha«  always  maintained  the  U>x 
relations,  and  with  which  it  seeks  to  remain  cm  the  most  friendly  tenus. 

1  beg  your  Highness  to  do  me  the  honor  to  submit  these  considerations  to  his  Maj- 
esty the  Sultan,  and  to  assure  him  that  the  concession  of  the  desired  permission  will 
be  regarded  as  a  compliment  to  the  American  jieople,  and  to  one  of  its  most  faithful 
and  distinguished  servants. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  highness  the  assurances  of  my  jier- 
fect  consideration. 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Fuad  Panha. 

Constantinople,  August  23,  \^Q>^. 

HiGHNKSS :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  by  which  you  inform  nie  tliat 
his  Majesty  the  'Sultan  has  grante(li>ermission  for  the  passage  of  the  Dardauelle**  t«> 
the  liag-shii)  of  Admiral  J'arragut.  This  exception  to  the  jirovisions  of  the  treaties  rela- 
tive to  vessels  of  war  which  am  allowed  to  pass  tlie  straits  in  time  of  peace  will  Im- 
esteemed  as  a  proof  of  reganl  for  the  n^public  of  tbe  United  Stat<»s,  and  for  tfife  gallant 
otticer  who  so  worthilv  sustained  the  honor  of  its  tla»j  during  the  recent  civil  war.  It 
will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  conmiunicate  this  friendly  proceeding  to  my  goveni- 
nient.  It  will,  I  am  sure,  have  a  tendency  to  improve  the  good  understanding  so  hap- 
pilv  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

i  avail  myself,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 


Circular  d'mpatch  of  Fuad  Pacha  to  the  repre^enfatireM  of  the  powers  partiat  to  the  treaty  of 

Paris  of  1856. 

August  19,  IHtld. 
Tbe  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farmgnt  having  arrived  at  the  Danlanelles,  the  Ihiitrtl 
Statfs  legation,  admitting  the  ]>rinci])le  of  tlie  closing  of  tbe  straits  na  establisli«'<l  by 
the  treaties,  has  expressed  to  us  the  desire  that  the  said  vessel  should  l>e  i>eipiitte(l  t<« 
pass  through  the  straits  to  Constantinople.  Tbe  dimensions  of  the  naval  vessel  in  ijuef*- 
tiou  are,  it  is  tnie,  beyoud  the  limitations  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Paris;  but  bin  Iin- 
i)erial  Majesty  the  Sultan,  wishing  to  testify  his  regard  for  the  great  American  Tv\m\*- 
lie,  and  to  see  this  magnihcent  frigate,  has  for  this  ]»urpose,  and  in  a  manner  altogether 
exceptional,  granted  the  requested  i)ermission.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  this 
fact  to  the  knowledge  of  the  representatives  of  ihi'^  powers  parties  to  the  above  tr<"{ity. 
and  I  beg  them  to  take  notice  of  the  exceptional  charjw'ter  of  the  granted  authoriza- 
tion, which,  I  have  no  doubt,  they  will  find  sufficientlv  justified. 

¥VJd). 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Seiranl. 

No.  274.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  November  5,  18(58. 
Sir  :  The  news  of  the  election  of  General  Grant  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States  was  received  liere  this  day.  I  think  it  proper  to  re- 
port the  fact  tliat  this  event  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  friends 
of  tlie  United  States  in  this  capital.  It  is  regarded  as  a  sure  pledge  for 
the  fnture  welfare  of  the  republic,  in  the  coniidenoe  that  the  same  quali- 
ties which  distinguished  General  Grant  in  the  field,  and  which  led  to  the 
triumpli  of  the  Union  over  its  enemies,  will  be  brought  into  the  admiuis- 
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tration  of  the  government,  and  will  give  to  it  new  power  for  self-conser- 
vation at  home,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  national  honor  and  inter- 
ests abroad.  The  naiAe  and  exploits  of  Oeneral  Grant  are  well  known 
and  appreciated  by  the  official  world  here ;  and  they  give  reasi^i  to  ex- 
pect an  administration  which  will  extend  American  intlneuce  in  Europe, 
and  increase  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  United  States  with  for- 
eign governments  and  communities. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  277.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinopkj  December  4,  18C8. 

SiE :  In  a  council  of  ministers  on  Wednesday  last,  it  was  determined, 
in  confcquence  of  the  tenor  of  dispatches  from  the  Turkish  minister  at 
Athens,  to  break  off  diplomatic  relations  with  Greece,  to  expel  the  Greek 
subjects  from  the  Turkish  territory,  and  to  exclude  Gree^  vessels  from 
the  Turkish  waters.  An  imperial  decree  to  this  effect  has  been  signed 
by  the  Sultan.  The  Turkish  minister  has  been  recalled  from  Athens, 
and  the  Greek  miuister  at  Constantinople  has  received  his  passports. 

These  measures  have  been  adopted  because  of  the  alleged  aid  which 
the  Greek  government  has  of  late  rendered  to  the  Cretan  insurrection, 
and  also  because  of  the  departure  of  new  expeditions  of  volunteers  from 
Greece  to  Crete,  and  of  the  diflBculties  placed  in  the  way  of  the  emigrated 
Cretans  who  desire  to  return  to  their  homes.  The  uninterrupted  voy- 
ages of  the  supply  blockade-runner,  the  Enosis  or  Union,  from  Syra- 
to  Crete,  is  also  another  source  of  aggravation,  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Tlie»expulsion  of  the  subjects  of  Greece  from  Turkey  is  an  expedient 
of  great  severity,  as  they  number  more  or  less  about  200,000,  and  in  the 
capital  alone  35,000.  llere  they  are  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  avocations, 
and  contribute  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

•  •  «  Wry  seems  imminent  between  Greece  and  Turkey 
as  a  sequel  to  these  measures.  If  it  breaks  out,  it  will,  I  fear,  lead  to 
grave  disa^sters  in  the  east,  and  may  produce  complicatigns  tliat  may 
expand  into  a  great  continental  struggle.  Should  the  Greek  popula- 
tions in  Epirus  and  Thessaly  rise  in  insurrection,  the  revolutionary  spirit 
may  extend  to  the  Turkish  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  inhabited  by 
Greeks. 

A  squadron  under  Hobart  Pacha  sails  to-morrow  for  Crete,  and  I  have 
every  re^ison  to  believe,  if  necessity  requires  it,  will  enter  the  Greek 
waters. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullj-,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon.  WiLLiA3r  IT.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington ,  D,  C, 
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Mr.  Morris  to  Mr,  Setvard. 

No.  278.]  Legation  op  the  CTnited  States, 

CoiiHtantinople^  December  6, 1868. 

Sir:  I  was  in  error  in  stating,  in  my  dispatcb  No.  277,  that  the  Turk- 
ish minister  at  Athens  had  been  already  recalled,  and  that  the  Greek 
minister  here  had  received  his  passports.  The  recsvll  of  the  former  and 
the  dismissal  of  the  latter  depend  upon  the  rejection  of  the  ultimatum 
sent  hence  to  the  Turkish  minister  at  Athens  for  presentation  to  the 
Greek  goveniment.  This  ultimatum  requires  the  Greek  government  to 
prevent  the  expedition  of  volunteers  from  Greece  to  Crete,  to  facilitate 
the  return  of  the  emigrated  Cretans  to  their  homes,  and  to  compel  the 
supply  blockade-runner,  the  Enosis  or  Union,  which  provisions  the 
insurgent  forces  in  Crete,  to  cease  her  trips  to  that  island. 

I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  the  Greek  government  will  accede  to  this 
ultimatum.  Its  acquiescence  in  the  same  would  perhaps  cause  civil  war 
in  Greece,  so  strongly  enlisted  are  the  national  sympathies  in  favor  of 
Crete.  Should  the  ultimatum  be  rejected,  the  provisions  of  the  imperial 
decree  referred  to  in  my  last  will  be  put  in  force.  The  answer  of  the 
Greek  government  is  expected  within  the  next  24  hours. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  JOY  MOiifeia 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Mr.  Tuckemian  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  3,]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Athens,  June  18,  1868. 
Sib  :  On  the  13th  inst.,  as  per  copy  herewith,  I  had  the  honor  to 
report  my  arrival  at  this  capital,  making  mention,  at  the  same  time,  of 
the  fact  that  the  King  and  court  were  sojourning  at  Cephissia.  On  being 
ioformed  of  my  arrival,  his  Majesty  appointed  Tuesday,  the  16th  inst., 
at  the  palace  at  Athens,  for  my  official  reception.  At  noon  on  that  day, 
I  presented  my  letter  of  credence  to  the  King,  who  received  me  with 
marked  cordiality,  in  manner  and  speech.  In  handing  the  letter  of  the 
President  to  the  King,  I  employed  the  following  language : 

I  liav#  the  distinguished  honor  of  presenting  to  your  Majesty  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  whereoy  I  am  accredited  as  minister  resident 
near  the  government  of  your  M^esty.  In  performing  this  agreeable  duty,  it  is 
nnnecessary  for  me  to  remind  you  of  the  friendship  and  sympathy  so  long  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations.  These  sentiments  were  expressed  in  more  fitting  terms  than 
say  that  I  can  employ,  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  of  your  Mijesty's  representative 
at  Washington,  and  they  now,  in  virtue  of  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  take  visible  form 
in  the  establishment  of  this  mission.  The  people  of  the  United  States  sincerely  desire 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  all  peoples,  under  whatever  forms  of  government  their 
laws  may  be  administered ;  yet-,  from  the  ver>'  nature  of  our  own  political  institutions,  we 
cannot  but  regard  with  peculiar  satisfaction  every  successful  result  of  self-government 
in  Enrope.  In  this  view  I  may  be  permitted  to  consider  as  auspicious  the  period  of  my 
arrival  in  Greece.  The  supremacy  of  law  and  order  during  the  excitement  of  the  recent 
popular  ele<*tions  throughout  this  kingdom,  and  the  submission  of  the  whole  to  the  voice 
of  the  migority,  are,  as  regarded  by  the  light  of  our  own  political  experience,  a  test  of 
free  institutions.  It  is  our  abiding  hojie,  that  Greece,  drawing  from  her  imperishable 
past  the  principles  of  public  liberty,  and  rejecting  those  conflicting  elements  which 
canaed  ner  decbne,  by  a  well-develoi>ed  syst-era  of  |)olitical  economy  and  internal  im- 
provements, may,  through  patient  peace,  realize  the  just  expectations  of  her  patriotic 
and  persevering  people.  Should  my  official  residence  near  your  Majesty's  government 
serve  in  any  degree  to  strengthen  the  friendship  and  give  direction  to  the  mutual  in- 
terests of  the  two  countries,  my  ambition  will  be  more  than  gratified. 

To  which  his  Majesty  responded  as  follows: 

[Tnuulatioii.] 

Mr.  MmiSTRH :  I  thank  you  for  the  words  which  you  have  Just  pronounced.  It  is 
with  a  lively  pleasure  that  I  see  a  minister  from  the  United  States  accredited  near  to 
me.  The  sympathies  which  unite  the  Greek  people  to  those  of  the  United  States,  date 
from  the  very  period  of  the  war  which  the  former  sustained  to  conquer  her  independ- 
ence. FuUy  sharing  in  these  sentiments  of  ii^  people,  I  decided  last  year  to  send  an 
envoy  extraordinary  to  express  them  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  re- 
ception of  Mr.  Rangab^  by  the  Chief  ^facistrate  of  the  republic,  and  by  the  American 
people  in  general ;  the  mission  with  whic^n  you  are  at  present  charged ;  the  hopes  and 
sentiments  which  you  have  just  expressed,  are  so  many  proofs  of  the  feeling  which  ani- 
niates  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  in  our  behalf.  My  people  and 
myself  place  a  very  high  value  u|K>nthe  friendship  of  the  United  States.  Tliere  is  more 
than  one  point  of  resemblance  between  the  two  nations.  With  one,  as  with  the  other, 
the  love  of  order  and  of  liberty  form  the  basis  of  their  character.  Both  conquered 
their  independence  by  a  long  struggle,  and  passed  through  many  trials  to  sustain  these 
two  principles.  Having  heard  of  your  antecedents,  and  of  your  talents,  I  am  gratified, 
Mr.  Minister,  that  the  choice  of  your  government  for  its  represeut-ative  near  me  has 
fallen  upon  yourself.  I  shall  always  receive  you  with  pleasure,  and  I  am  sure  that 
my  government  will  hasten  to  establish  intimate  and  cordial  relations  with  you. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  his  Majesty  entered  into  general 
conversation  with  me,  and  expressed  much  interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  United  States.  Referring  to  the  remarks  in  my  addreSvS 
upon  the  tranquillity  of  the  late  elections  in  Greece,  he  attributed  the 
general  good  order  which  prevails  with  tis  during  the  period  of  elections, 
to  the  fact  that  labor  and  occupation  engross  the  attention  of  the  people; 
thus,  by  inference*,  intimating  what  indeed  cannot  fail  to  be  perceived 
by  the  most  casual  observer  in  this  capital,  that  the  undue  proportion  of 
citizens  who  make  a  business  of  political  agitation,  is  an  element  of  great 
danger  in  this  kingdom.  Thus,  at  the  present  moment,  although  the 
results  of  the  late  elections  have  been  known  for  weeks,  the  excitement 
of  parties  continues  simply  because  there  appears  to  be  no  wholesome 
practical  occupations  to  engage  the  general  mind.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  better  classes  do  not  pursue  agricultural  employments.  Thus,  an 
immense  floating  x^opulation,  dependent  upon  government  offices  for 
support,  is  continually  ebbing  and  flowing,  as  this  party  or  that  is  in  or 
out  of  political  power.    I  refrain  from  further  observation  on  this  and 

kindred  subjects,  until  more  thorough  examination  ripens  my  judgment. 

•  •••••• 

I  may  also  mention,  that  to-day  I  was  asked  if  I  Tiad  any  objection  to 
receive  a  visit  from  certain  Cretans,  who,  liaving  come  to  Athens  seek- 
ing admission  to  the  Greek  national  chamber  as  "deputies,"  were,  partly 
at  the  instance  of  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  re- 
fused admission.  Although  informed  that  the  proposed  visit  to  me  was 
not  intended  to  be  considered  as  official  on  their  part,  I  thought  proi)er 
to  discourage  the  proceeding,  expressing  at  the  same  time  my  readiness 
and  pleasure  to  receive  any  and  all  who  desired  to  see  me  in  their  individual 
capacity.  I  find  it  necessary  to  be  cautious  and  circumspect,  in  my 
personal  relations,  with  a  community  where  party  capital  is  manufactured 
out  of  very  insignificant  materials. 

The  aftairs  of  Crete  continue  to  be  in  statu  qtio.  The  Sultan's  troops 
appear  to  be  acting  at  present  on  the  defensive,  and  blockade-running 
from  this  and  other  Greek  ports  goes  on  without  molestation.  Accortl- 
ing  to  the  estimate  of  the  prime  minister,  M.  Bulgaris,  with  whom  I  had, 
to-day,  a  long  and  agreeable  interview,  the  Cretans  "under  arms" in  the 
island  number  about  12,000,  and  their  opponents  20,000.  M.  Bulgaris 
states  that  the  amount  paid  monthly  for  the  support  of  the  "  refugee  ^ 
Cretans  now  in  Greece,  and  amounting  to  over  50,000  souls,  exceeds  the 
sum  of  5,000  drachmas.  This  drain  upon  the  treasury  is  very  serious, 
and,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances,  cannot  fail  to  excite  apprehen- 
sion for  the  future.  There  seem  to  be  no  signs  of  falling  oft'  in  the  deter- 
mination of  the  government  and  people  to  sustain  the  cause  of  Crete— 
within  the  restraints  imposed  by  the  other  powers.  The  present  inac- 
ti^ity  of  Kussia  in  the  affairs  of  Crete  serves  to  restrain  the  movemeul^ 
of  those  here  who  desire  open  interference,  coiite  que  coute. 

The  "verification"  of  the  electoral  votes — ^a  long  and  tedious  process, 
owing  to  the  singidar  mode  of  casting  the  ballot  .at  elections — ^still  occu- 
pies the  attention  of  the  chamber.  Much  intemperate  discussion  has 
ensued,  which  yesterday,  I  regret  to  say,  led  to  a  personal  rencontre  in 
the  chamber. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  very  obedient  servant,  , 

CHARLES  K.  TUCK^RMAN. 
Hon.  WILL1A3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  1 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  June  25,  1808. 

Sir  :  Two  deinoustrations  of  sympathy  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  Cretan  refugees  in  Greece,  seem  worthy  of  official 
mention. 

A  few  evenings  since  a  procession,  consisting  of  about  900  orderly  and 
▼ell-dressed  children,  of  both  sexes,  halted  in  front  of  the  hotel  wbere 
I  am  lodged.  They  were  accompanied  by  their  teachers,  certjiin  Amer- 
ican missionaries,  who  have  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  the  edu- 
cation of  these  refugees  since  their  arrival,  in  a  destitute  condition,  on 
the  shores  of  Greece.  After  singing  a  hymn,  they  saluted  the  American 
minister  with  cheers.  On  being  ai)pri8ed  that  the  object  of  this  demon- 
stration was  to  express  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  through  me, 
their  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  charitable  aid  which  they  had  received 
from  my  countrymen  at  home,  I  addressed  them  briefly  from  the  balcony. 
I  commended  their  api>earance  and  the  means  which  they  were  pursuing 
to  become  intelligent  and  useful  citizens,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
if  their  benefactors  in  America  could  but  witness  thespectacle  which  they 
then  presented,  they  woidd  feel  abundantly  recompensed  for  such  assist- 
ance as — amid  great  domestic  suffering  existing  in  a  portion  of  our  own 
countrj' — they  had  been  able  to  extend  to  the  refugees  in  Greece.  With 
a  hearty  cheer  the  assemblage  retired  in  the  same  becoming  order  in 
which  it  had  approached.  A  few  days  subsequently  I  was  waited  upon 
by  a  deputation  of  Cretans  accompanied  by  the  Bishop  of  Kissamos  and 
two  priests.  With  great  simplicity  and  feeling  these  people  exi)ressed 
their  gratitude  to  their  friends  in  the  United  States  for  the  sympathy 
and  aid  extended  by  the  latter  to  the  suffering  women  and  children  refu- 
gees in  Greece,  and  invoked  a  blessing  upon  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  these  manifestations,  the  local  newspapers  have  teemed 
with  kindly  sentiments  towards  me  as  the  representative  of  a  people 
whom  they  have  for  a  long  period  regarded,  and  now  more  than  ever 
reganl,  as  friendly  to  the  aspirations  of  Greece.  Since  my  arrival  I 
have  been  Wsited  by  large  numbers  of  representative  men,  inspired  by 
the  same  friendly  sentiments  and  anxious  to  express  them.  In  many 
instance.s  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  check  on  their  part  a  tendency  to 
political  discussion,  which,  if  encouraged  by  me,  would  do  no  practical 
good  and  might  lead  to  political  misapprehensions.  The  numerous 
.attempts  on  the  part  of  others  to  introduce  through  me  to  the  United 
States  government  "petitions"  of  Greeks,  not  subjects  of  this  kingdom, 
indicate  the  extremity  to  which  they  are  driven  in  the  present  position 
of  affairs.  Although  not  openly  admitted,  it  is  evident  that  the  feeling 
of  discouragement  in  Crete  is  very  great.  #  •  •  # 

From  conversations  with  observing  men,  Americans,  English  and 
Greek,  as  well  as  Cretans,  who  have  recently  arrived  from  the  island, 
it  api>ears  that  the  insurgents  were  never  in  a  more  hopeless  condi- 
tion. They  have  heretofore  been  regularly  in  the  receipt  of  sup- 
plies and  ammunition  from  their  sympathizers  in  Greece  and  elsewhere, 
^ow  the  shipments  of  supplies  are  less  frequent  and  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition is  becoming  very  serious.  The  policy  of  the  foreign  powers  in 
this  juncture  adds  to  the  general  discoui*agement.  By  Greeks  and  Cre- 
tans the  United  States  is  regarded  as  the  only  disinterested  and  reliable 
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friend  of  Crete.  The  common  people  in  Crete  call "  America^  their  "  guar- 
dian angel  who  will  eventually  lead  them  to  felicity."  In  what  way  this 
dream  of  the  sufferers  is  to  become  a  reality,  or  what  may  be  the  nature 
of  the  felicity  hoped  for,  does  not  api)ear.  I  have,  however,  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  people  of  Crete  would  place  themselves  and  their 
beautiful  island  under  our  flag,  if  means  were  open  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  an  object.  Those  who  are  better  acquainted  with  inter- 
national law  earnestly  trust  that  before  all  hope  is  lost  to  them  our  gov- 
ernment will  address  a  remonstrance  to  the  Porte,  or  an  appeal  to  the 
three  powers,  whereby  the  independence  of  Crete  may  be  hastened  or 
assured.  It  is  difficult  for  them  to  understand  why,  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  and  the  policy  of  our  govern- 
ment, we  cannot,  as  a  powerful  and  independent  nation,  use  the  force  of 
argumentative  appeal  in  behalf  of  a  valiant  and  long  suffering  people 
whose  sole  desire  is  to  govern  themselves  by  right  of  nationality,  religion, 
language,  and  liberty.  I  have  very  pleasantly  discussed  the  "  Cretan  ques- 
tion," which  is,  in  fact,  the  Greek  question  at  present,  with  Photiades 
Bey,  the  Turkish  minister,  a  very  intelligent  and  agreeable  gentleman. 
While  his  remarks  did  not  materially  confirm,  they  did  not  disturb  an 
impression  which  I  entertain,  that  the  Sultan's  principal  objection  to 
the  relinquishment  of  Crete  is  the  apprehension  that  the  precedent 
would  lead  to  insurrections  in  his  northern  provinces,  and  that,  if  he  felt 
secure  against  what  we  must  admit  is  a  not  unlikely  consequence,  he 
would,  under  moderate  pressure,  rid  himself  of  a  costly  and  annoying 
appendage.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  that  the  debt  which  Great 
Britain  is  permitting  Turkey  to  accumulate  may  be  extinguished  by  the 
peaceable  cession  of  Crete  to  the  former ;  a  solution  of  the  question  which 
France,  in  view  of  her  own  possessions  further  east,  might  not  consider 
it  prudent  to  oppose. 

As  Greece  is  unquestionably  the  fountain-head  of  the  insurrection  in 
Crete,  and  from  which  its  sustenance  has  been  drawn  throughout  the 
struggle,  there  is  not  much  probability  that  the  people  of  this  kingdom 
will  abandon  the  cause  which  they  have  so  long  and  ardently  espoused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract] 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Athens,  July  4, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  our  consuls  at  Canea,  in  Crete,  and  at Syra, 
confirmatory  reports  of  a  recent  act  of  atrocity  on  the  part  of  the  Otto- 
man soldiers  in  Creto,  of  which  the  French  consul  is  said  to  have  been 
an  eye-witness,  the  details  of  which  have  been  furnished  me,  as  per 
copy  herewith,  by  the  Greek  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

I  receive  with  very  great  caution  many  of  the  reports  in  circulation 
from  that  distracted  region,  and  I  certainly  shall  not  bring  any  to  your 
notice  which  do  not  appear  to  be  supported  by  corroborative  evidence. 
Such  enormities  as  are  here  said  to  have  been  committed  on  djjfenceless 
old  men,  women  and  children,  be  the  number  of  victims  small  or  great^ 
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do  not  come  within  the  "  horrors  of  war,"  but  seem  to  be  the  result  of 
fonatical  passions  which  the  Turkish  authorities,  however  much  disposed 
to  do  so,  cannot  control.  If,  for  want  of  means  to  continue  the  struggle, 
the  Cretan  insurgents  are  finally  compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms,  I 
confess  I  do  not  see  what  protection  to  life  and  honor  will  be  afforded 
them  in  the  midst  of  a  Turko-Cretan  population  who  will  be  masters  of 
the  situation,  and  without  moral  restraints.  Fortunately,  or  unfor- 
tunately for  the  people  of  Crete,  the  olive  crop  promises  to  be  abundant, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  ready  to  be  gathered  in.  It  is  not  however  proba- 
ble that  the  Turks  will  permit  this  harvesting  on  the  part  of  their  ene- 
mies. In  such  case  will  the  temptation  of  oil  and  food  be  too  strong  to 
be  resisted  by  the  impoverished  and  half-fed  Christians  f  If  they  con- 
tinue the  struggle  in  the  face  of  such  discouragements  as  are  now  gath- 
ering thickly  around  them,  it  will  be  an  appeal  for  European  interven- 
tion which  the  neutral  powers  can  hardly  withstand.  A  Greek  gentle- 
man called  ujHm  me  yesterday  with  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  so- 
called  provisional  government  of  Crete,  in  which  he  is  requested  to  ask 
me  what  would  be  the  probable  success  of  an  appeal  from  the  people  of 
Crete  for  "protection  from  the  United  States."  I  reminded  him  that 
matters  pertaining  to  the  subjects  of  the  Sultan  do  not  fall  within  the 

province  of  this  legation. 

•  ••••  ••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TCTCKERMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Waahingtany  D.  C. 


OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MASSACRE  IN  CRETE. 

[Translation.] 

News  has  been  received  from  Heraclea  (Candia)  bearing  date  June  10-22. 

The  3d-15th  of  that  month  the  native  Ottomans,  numbering  alM)ut  2,000,  formed 
themselves  under  the  eyes  of  the  local  authority,  and  even  with  its  approval,  into  a 
carps  denominated  Zourtdaj  i. «.,  free  corps,  with  the  well-understood  intention  of  mak- 
ing an  incursion  into  the  province  of  Pediade.  They  wished  to  avenge  themselves  for 
their  late  defeats,  and  they  thonght  that,  by  the  pillage  and  masstuTe  of  those  Cretans 
who  had  already  made  their  submission,  they  might  accelerate  the  tennination  of  the 
insurrection. 

In  fact,  these  bandits  fell  upon  the  villages  of  Embaro,  Panagis,  Sgouro,  Kephali, 
Kassano,  Martha,  Kara vadis,  Meliarades,  and  Kassems,  and  after  completely  sacking 
them,  carrying  off  all  kinds  of  animals  and  property,  they  put  to  death  more  than  one 
hundred  persons  of  both  sexes,  and  retumeu  in  triumph,  tne  5-17th  of  that  month,  to 
the  city  of  Heraclea,  where  they  sold  their  booty  without  molestation. 
^  The  4-16th  of  the  same  month,  a  detached  party  of  the  same  corps  put  to  death,  in 
me  Tillage  of  Bedia,  seven  other  villagers.  The  number  of  victims  sacrificed  in  this 
manner  between  May  31st-June  12th  and  June  12-24th. 

P.  S.— Recent  intelligence  from  Heraclea  informs  us  that  after  this  massacre  the  gen- 
eral government  of  Candia  proceeded  to  Heraclea,  under  pretext  of  making  an  investi- 
gation and  of  pimishine  the  guilty  parties,  but  really  in  order  to  att^muate  the  atroci- 
ties committed.  But  the  French  consul  in  Candia  had  also  gone  in  person  to  the 
places,  the  14-26,  and  after  obtaining  authentic  information  on  uieir  acts  of  vandalism, 
he  was  convinced  that  they  were  in  fact  perpetrated  by  Ottomans. 
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Mr,  Tuckerman  to  Mr,  Seward, 

fExtracts.]  • 

No.  7.]  Legation  of  the  Uniteu  States, 

Athens,  July  10, 18G8. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  flattering  reception 
which  I  have  met  with  in  my  official  capacity  at  the  hands  of  this  gov- 
ernment and  people.  These  manifestations  of  sympathy  with  the  United 
States  continue.  Monseigneur  Theophile,  the  metropolitan  archbishop, 
the  head  of  the  synod,  and  the  highest  ecclesiastical  authority  in  Greece, 
called  officially  upon  me  a  few  days  since.  He  wore.the  robe  and  insignia 
of  his  office,  and  the  visit  was  intended  to  be  marked  and  significant.  I 
inclose  a  newspaper  report,  which  appears  to  be  substantially  correct,  of 

the  remarks  of  his  Holiness  on  the  occasion. 

•  ^«  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Within  a  few  days  the  Chamber  has  completed  the  much-prolonged 
and  disputed  "  verification"  of  the  recent  popular  elections.  The  result  is 
that  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty  deputies,  twenty-seven  have  been 
excluded  from  the  national  parliament.  Of  these,  fourteen  were  of  the 
ministerial  party,  and  thirteen  of  the  opposition.  It  remains  to  Iw^  seen 
what  will  be  the  result  of  the  re-election  which  will  now  be  ordered  to  take 
place  in  the  disputed  districts.  The  well  established  popularity  of  sev- 
eral of  the  rejected  deputies  cannot  fail  to  cause  them  to  be  retimied 
by  their  consrituents  in  spite  of  the  eftbrts  of  the  ministerial  party  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  Erskine,  the  British  minister,  informs  me  that  the  reported  mas- 
sacre in  Crete,  which  I  brought  to  your  notice  in  my  last  dispatch,  is 
fully  confirmed  by  subsequent  investigation,  although  the  number  of  vic- 
tims, a*s  usual  in  such  reports,  is  exaggerated.  The  Turkish  autborities  on 
the  island  are  said  to  have  been  "highly  incensed''  at  the  barbarous  acts 
of  their  soldiers,  and  to  have  caused  many  of  the  troops  to  be  imprisoned. 
The  governor  general  has  also  issued  orders  of  a  pacific  character,  but 
the  insurgents  have  no  faith  whatever  in  Turkish  statements  or  iirouiises 
of  reform. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMA^s. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


[From  the  Athens  Courier,  of  July  3,  1868.] 
fXransIation.! 

On  tlio  27tli  of  July,  about  noon,  his  Holiness  the  metropolitan  bishop  of  Atbi'ns, 
accompaniefl  by  Dr.  (lonrtaa,  as  his  interjireter,  called  upon  his  excellency  Mr.  Tucker- 
man, the  United  States  minister.  The  customary  compliments  having  passed,  the  bishoji 
addressed  Mr.  Tuckerman  as  follows : 

"  Yoi'R  Exc^KLLENCY  I  As  a  man  who  participated  in  our  great  struggle,  which  com- 
menced in  1&21  and  which  still  continues,  and  as  the  heswl  of  the  Greek  clergy,  I  come 
to  express  to  you,  the  representative  of  the  great  American  nation,  the  gratitude  of  my 
companions  in  arms,  not  (mly  those  belonging  to  the  orthodox  clergy,  but  those  of  tlu* 
entire  Greek  naticm,  for  the  many  benefits  of  every  kind  which,  not  only  during  the  old 
war,  but  during  the  present  stniggle  in  Crete,  your  countrymen  have  coiifta-red  uiwu  tlu' 
Christians  of  the  east,  who  are  fighting  for  religion,  coiuitry,  and  liberty. 
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"I  pray  your  excellency  to  transmit  this  expression  of  onr  deen  thankfnlnefls  to  yonr 
Ti-liole  nation,  ami  if  it  be'possible,  to  ever>'  American  citizen.  Tell  them  wliat  they  have 
done  for  Greece  is  written  in  indelible  characters  on  the  Hellenic  heart,  and  will  he 
truiiMmitted  from  ^#ieration  to  ajeneration.  The  clergy  of  (Greece  will  ever  ])ray  for  the 
peace  and  pro«perity  of  the  world,  bnt  above  all  for  thcHe  two  nations,  so  clost^y  lH)nnd 
t«)gi»ther  by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  of  sympathy.  Without  the  beneficence  tjf  America, 
the  ditliculticd  of  our  great  struggle  would  have  been  much  greater,  and  but  for  her 
jjriierons  aid  many  Cn»tan  widows  and  orphans  would  have  perished  of  hunger  and  of 
cold.    May  God  bless  the  American  benefactors  of  the  Christians  in  the  east !" 

His  excellency  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  thanked  the  bishop  for  his 
kind  woitls,  and  expressed  his  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  by  this  visit. 
•*T1r*  people  of  the  United  States,"  he  remarked,  **are  well  aware  of  the  religious 
element  in  Greece,  and  how  signally  it  was  illustrated  at  the  earliest  period  of  her  war 
of  indejiendeuce,  when  the  patriotic  archbishop  of  old  Patras  lifted  the  standanl  of  the 
vniss  in  the  Peloponnesus,  and  inspired  his  countrymen  with  courageous  determination. 
In  the  Unitetl  State45,"  his  excellency  continued,  "  although  every  form  of  religitms  wor- 
t\i\\\  is  t4derated,  perfect  harmony  exists  ;  and  although  church  has  no  connection  with 
ftate,  yet  the  safety  of  the  state  is  based  upon  the  religious  and  intellectual  jcducation 
of  the  people.  It  must  be  always  sti  in  (ireece,  and  if  ever  peace  and  concord  shall  reign 
in  the  four  comers  of  the  earth,  the  result  will  be  owing  to  tin*  efforts  of  Christian 
teachers  in  spreading  the  iniluences  of  the  gospel."  The  minister  thought  that  i)erhap8 
an  exaggerated  im])ortance  is  given  to  the  symjiathy  of  his  countrymen  for  Greece.  It 
is  hut  the  natural  expression  of  the  Christian  mind,  t-o  conceal  \yhich  would  be  an 
atTH'tation. 

In  conelnsion,  his  excellency  the  minister  assured  the  metroiM)litan  bishop  that  it 
noidd l>e  his  jdeaAure  as  well  as  his  duty  to  transmit  to  the  American  peoi)le  tiie  words 
of  sympathy  and  good  will  which  had  just  been  so  feelingly  uttered. 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athaiftj  July  18,  1808. 

Sir:  After  an  ai'tive  debate,  the  Chamber,  on  Tuesday  last,  accepted 
the  "Address  to  the  King,"  as  prepared  and  approved  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  ♦  •  •  •  •  ♦  • 

Within  a  few  days  the  Greek  government  has  come  to  an  understand- 
injj  with  the  Belgian  company,  Langrand-Dumoncean,  whereby  the  lat- 
ter agrees  to  construct  three  connecting  lines  of  railroad  within  the  limits 
of  Greece  proper,  without  expense  to  this  government;  the  latter  con- 
mhiig  the  necessary  land  required  therefor,  and  certain  mining  and  other 
privileges,  and  participating  in  the  profits  of  the  enterprise  with  the 
ultimate  right  of  purchase.  The  estimated  cost  of  construction  is 
140,000,000  of  drachmas,  say  $23,000,000,  and  the  time  seven  years. 
These  lines  are  to  traverse  the  kingdom  from  Cape  Sunium  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Turkey,  connecting  the  principal  ports  of  the  Peloponnesus  with 
the  isthmus  of  Corinth  and  with  Athens,  forming  rapid  communication 
with  Brindisi,  in  southern  ItJily,  and  with  the  Austrian  lines  leading  to 
middle  Europe,  and  ultimately  furnishing  "  the  most  direct  and  rapid 
route  of  travel  l>etween  Europe  and  India."  It  would  be  interesting  to 
dwell  upon  the  det^iils  of  this  importJint  enterprise,  had  not  experience 
shown  that  "agreements"  of  such  a  nature,  in  Greece,  are  by  no  means 
guarantees  of  their  accomplishment.  This  remark  is  no  reflection  upon 
the  Greek  character,  since  this  enterprise,  like  that  of  the  still  uncom- 
pleted road  between  Athens  and  the  Pirjeus,  is  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners. 

Mr.  Stillman,  in  a  recent  dispatch  from  Canea,  reports  several  conflicts 
between  tne  insurgents  and  the  soldiers  of  the  Sultan,  with  results  not 
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wholly  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  small  steamer  Enosis  has  again  sue- 
cessfiUly  run  the  blockade,  delivering  a  cargo  of  food,  clothing,  and  am- 
munition. A  considerable  portion  of  the  first  two  articles  wa^  shipped 
by  the  ^'American  relief  committee.''  In  the  regularity  and  number  of 
her  trips  the  Enosis  is  likdy  to  equal  the  famous  Arkadi.  While  this 
pendulum  swings  between  Greece  and  Crete  the  movements  of  the  insur- 
gents will  not  he  suspended.  It  is  estimated  here  that  the  Cretan  insur- 
rection has  cost  the  Poi-te  upwards  of  $70,000,000.  A  Turkish  authority 
recently  admitted  to  me  that  it  had  cost  not  less  than  $15,000,000.  The 
revenue  of  the  island  of  Crete,  in  time  of  peace,  is  stated  at  10,000,000  of 
francs,  or  about  $2,000,000.  The  conflict  is  disastrous  to  Turkey,  Can- 
dia,  and  Greece  beyond  any  calculation  in  figures,  and  humiliating  as  it 
must  be  to  the  Ottoman  government  to  admit  that  the  two  years'  waste 
of  men  and  money  is  not  likely  to  be  compensated  by  the  volunt4mi 
return  of  the  Cretans  to  their  allegiance,  it  is  equally  unfortunate  for  the 
l>eopIe  of  Greece  that  this  disturbing  question  is  no  nearer  a  settlement 
It  absorbs  the  popular  mind,  interferes  with  the  circulation  of  national 
industry,  and  is  productive  of  internal  dissension. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washinffton^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  9.]  LEaATioN  OP  the  United  States, 

Athens,  August  1,  1868. 

Sir:  The  budget  for  1868  has  just  been  presented  to  the  national 
chamber.  The  revenue  is  estimated  at  33,508,000  drachmas — say 
$5,500,000 — ^being  an  excess  of  1,215,665  over  that  of  last  year,  owing 
to  the  prospect  of  abundant  crops  and  increased  revenue  from  imports. 
The  public  expenditure  is  estimated  at  34,047,986,  being  in  excess  of 
the  expenditure  of  la«t  year  3,410,516.  It  is  not  improbable,  in  view  of 
additional  appropriations  for  extraordinary  puri>ose«,  that  the  pubhc 
expenditure  will  fully  reach,  if  indeed  it  does  not  exceexl,  39,000,000 
drachmas.  I  shall  on  a  future  occasion  endeavor  to  give  you  a  compre- 
hensive statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  this  kingdom;  as  no 
recent  official  statements  have  been  made,  I  must  await  the  promised 
report  of  the  minister  of  finance. 

The  Grand  Duchess  Alexandra  Jos^foona,  the  mother  of  the  Queen 
of  Greece,  accompanied  by  her  son,  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas,  are  at 
present  the  guests  of  her  Majesty.  The  imperial  party  was  joined  for 
a  few  days  by  the  Grand  Duke  Alexis,  third  son  of  the  Emperor  of 
Eussia.  A  series  of  fl&tes  has  been  given  to  the  duchess  and  her  family 
since  their  arrival,  and  the  diplomatic  corps  has  been  formally  presented 
to  the  distinguished  visitors.  On  this  occasion  the  grand  duchess 
expressed  to  me  her  strong  feelings  of  interest  in  the  United  States,  and. 
adverting  to  the  reception  of  our  naval  Officers  at  St.  Petersburg,  hoped 
that  we  were  satisfied  with  the  hospitalities  which  had  been  extended 
by  the  government  of  Eussia  to  these  officials;  to  which  I  suitably 
responded. 

In  a  previous  dispatch  I  called  your  attention  to  the  promising  con- 
dition of  the  olive  crop  in  the  island  of  Candia^  and  suggested  t£at  it 
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might  affect  the  daration  of  the  straggle  for  nationality.  An  end,  how- 
ever, has  been  put  to  any  questions  of  this  nature,  by  the  acts  of  the 
Turkish  soldiersf  who,  according  to  a  report  from  Mr.  Stillman,  recently 
received  by  me,  "  have  ventured  on  a  course  of  devastation,  which  since 
Omer  Pasha's  tiine  has  been  disavowed.  Olive  trees  are  destroyed  by 
wholesale,  and  the  loss  is  not  that  of  the  insurgents  only,  but  of  the 
island  and  the  rich  proprietors,  who,  as  a  general  thing,  have  been  averse 
to  the  movement."  The  Turkish  government  in  Crete  have  ordered  all 
Cretans  who  have  families  in  Greece  to  bring  them  back,  under  pain  of 
confiscation.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  this  measure  will  have  much 
effect  upon  the  refugees  here,  who  are  disposed  to  remain  while  the  gov- 
ernment and  relief  committees  continue  to  support  them.  A  few  families 
have,  however,  within  a  fortnight  returned  to  Crete  under  the  auspices, 
as  he  himself  informs  me,  of  Photiades  Bey,  the  Turkish  minister  at 
Athens.  A  good  deal  of  disease  exists  at  present  among  the  insurgents 
in  Crete  which  relaxes  the  strength  of  the  warfare.  I  append  the  copy 
of  a  petition  which  a  portion  of  the  insurgent  military  chiefs  have 
recently  addressed  to  Queen  Victoria,  but  which  others  of  the  "  general 
assembly  of  Cretans"  are  said  to  have  disapproved  of.  as  being  a  con- 
fession of  weakness  "unworthy  a  valiant  people  struggling  for  the  right 
of  self-government,"  and  which  virtually  places  them  "at  the  mercy  of 
Great  Britain." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMAK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingUm,  D.  (7. 


[TranBlAtion.] 

The  undersigned,  military  chieftains  of  the  Christian  people  of  Crete,  having  assem- 
bled  to-day,  July  2,  1868,  at  Asomaton,  in  the  province  of  Amari,  and  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  decree  which  has  been  submitted  to  us  as  a  project,  and  which 
\»  conceived  in  the  following  terms : 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  CRETANS, 

Confiding  in  the  noble  and  liberal  sentiments  of  the  great  English  nation,  and  the 
Cretan  people  relying  upon  it,  decrees : 

The  Christian  people  of  Crete  founds  its  entire  hopes  upon  the  noble  and  humane 
solicitude  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  begs  her  to  take  into  consideration  the  holi- 
ness and  justness  of  its  cause  and  the  great  sacrifices  which  it  has  always  made  for  its 
triomph,  and  to  give  her  immediate  succor  for  the  speedy  realization  of  the  national 
aspirations,  and  by  putting  an  end  to  a  struggle  so  sanguinary  and  so  unequal,  add 
anotheT  noble  and  generous  act  to  those  which  grace  her  crown  and  the  glorious  his- 
tory of  the  iqreat  English  nation. 

The  provisional  government  of  Crete  is  charged  to  transmit  the  present  decree. 

Havmg  taken  into  consideration  this  de<5ree  and  having  fully  examined  it,  we  favor 
and  demand  its  textual  adoption  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  Cretans,  and  its  trans- 
miasion  without  loss  of  time  by  the  provisional  government  of  Crete  to  its  destination. 

Cbete,  July  14. 1868. 

The  military  cnieftains. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  11.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

AtJiens,  August  6,  1868. 
Sib:  At  a  late  hour  last  evening,  I  received  a  dispatoh  from  Adminil 
Farragut,  dated  on  yesterday,  "off  Syra,"  informing  me  that  he  was  on 
9  D  o— VOL.  n 
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his  way  to  Constantinople  with  the  United  States  steamers  Franklin  and 
Frolic,  and  requesting  me  to  telegraph  for  a  firman  for  the  latter  vessel 
to  pass  the  DardaneUes,  with  himself  and  staff;  which  I  accordingly  did. 
The  admiral  also  informed  me  that  he  arrived  off  Syra  "  in  time  to  join 
in  the  congratulations  of  the  people  of  Greece  to  their  sovereign,  upon 
the  safe  delivery  of ^  her  Majesty  of  her  first-born."  The  birth  of  an 
hereditary  heir  to  the  crown  of  Greece,  which  formed  the  subject  of  my 
last  dispatch,  continues  to  elicit  from  the  people  and  the  press  expres- 
sions of  unaffected  satisfaction.  •  •  •  A  nativ&hom  prince,  who 
indeed,  if  he  reigns,  will  be  in  fact  the  first  Greek  King  recorded  in 
history;  who,  in  conformity  with  the  Hellenic  constitution,  must  pro- 
fess the  tenets  of  the  orthodox  or  "  Greek"  church,  will  do  more  to  fix 
the  wavering  mind  upon  the  inevitability  of  monarchism  in  Greece,  than 
could  any  event  or  circumstance  at  the  present  time.  Whatever  dreams 
of  republicanism  may  have  at  times  disturbed  the  popular  mind  here, 
the  true  friends  of  the  Hellenic  race  cannot  but  perceive  that  such  ideas 
are  incompatible  with  the  character  of  the  people  and  the  political  sur- 
roundings of  the  kingdom. 

The  ministerial  counsel  is,  I  think,  more  a  unit  than  it  has  been,  upon 
the  necessity  for  providing  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Cretan  refrigees, 
and  thus  indirectly  supporting  the  insurgent  movement  in  Candia. 
Some  differences  have  heretofore  existed  on  this  head,  not  from  want  of 
interest  in  the  struggling  Cretans,  but  solely  from  financial  considera- 
tions. •  The  outside  pressure  has,  however,  overruled  these  objections 
and  the  refugees  will  continue  to  be  sustained  at  the  public  charge. 
The  opposition  has  pressed  the  government  for  an  explanation  of  the 
apparent  apathy  on  its  part  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Crete.  The 
answer  has  been,  that  at  a  proper  time  the  correspondence  will  show 
that  no  apathy  exists ;  and  that  the  present  government  has  done  more 
for  Crete  than  the  preceding  ministry.  With  this  answer  the  interrog- 
ators profess  to  be  content.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  remonstranee-s 
to  this  government  on  the  part  of  France  have  been  of  so  uneqaivocal 
a  character  as  to  account  in  a  measure  for  the  seeming  inactivity  of  the 
ministry  in  Cretan  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKBRMAX. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington,  D.  (7. 


Mr.  Tuckennan  to  Mr,  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Athens,  August  20, 1868. 

Sie:  •  •  •  •  • 

The  joint  resolution  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  Cretan  autonomy,  which 
passed  July  20,  two  days  after  your  aiknowledgment  of  my  dispatch 
containing  a  suggestion  of  a  similar  character,  has  been  received  here 
with  unqualified  satisfaction,  and  great  interest  is  expressed  in  the 
forthcoming  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  minister  at  Constan- 
tinople, in  pursuance  of  said  resolution.  This  resolution  of  Congress, 
passed  by  a  unanimous  vote,  was  declared  by  Mr.  Myers,  representative 
from  Pennsylvania,  "  to  be  resjwnsive  to  the  wishes  of  the  American 
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people."  It  is  so  regarded  here,  and  hopes  are  being  built  upon  it  by  the 
sauguine  people  of  Greece,  which  I  fear  will  not  be  fully  realized.  This 
expression,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  comes  at  an 
opportone  moment.  The  apathy  of  Europe,  as  regards  the  Cretan 
qaestioD,  the  inability  of  the  Greek  government  and  people  to  offer 
matenal  aid  to  the  insurgents  in  Candia,  and  the  wretched  physical  con- 
dition of  those  people,  have  of  late  driven  them  to  a  condition  of  almost 
hoi)ele8sness.  In  their  despair  they  cry  aloud  for  help  and  look  towards 
the  United  States  with  an  earnestness  which  inspires  sympathy  in  the 
beholder.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  hear,  as  I  do  almost  daily,  the 
passionate  appeals  of  the  representatives  of  these  valiant  and  suffering 
{leople,  without  emotion.  The  political  solution  of  the  Cretan  question 
becomes  of  far  less  importance  than  the  immediate  question  of  relief  to 
these  sufferers — sufferers  whose  cause,  even  if  it  were  a  bad  one,  has  been 
upheld  with  such  conffdence,  patience,  and  heroism,  as  to  entitle  it  t^ 
the  earnest  consideration  and  decisive  action  of  the  neutral  powers.  As 
a  citizen  and  public  servant  of  the  United  States,  I  fervently  hope  that 
the  appeal  of  our  government  to  the  Porte  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Crete  will  result  in  positive  reforms,  which  sooner  or  later  may  lead  to 
the  entire  independence  of  the  island  of  Candia. 

Referring  to  the  enclosures  herewith,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHAELES.  K.  TUCKERMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


The  national  assembly  of  the  Cretans  and  the  provisional  government  of  Crete  have 
ismieil  the  foUowing  decrees : 

Coiuiideriug  the  continual  demonstrations  in  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  our 
^riHl  strugffle^  and  the  aid  of  various  kinds  that  continues  tobe  sent  from  America 
in  support  of  our  war  of  independence  and  for  the  relief  of  the  victims  of  Turkish 
ferocity,  the  national  assembly  of  the  Cretans  decrees : 

Int.  The  deep  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Crete  to  the  ]>eople  of  the  United  States  of 
America  shall  be  made  known  to  our  American  benefactors. 
2(L  The  provisional  government  shall  carry  into  effect  the  present  decree. 
Brysai  op  Amariok,  Cretk,  At$gu8t  1-1^,  1868. 

A  PAPPAYANNAKES, 

rresident. 
[Here  follow  the  names  of  the  members.] 

The prov%«ional  govenimmt  of  Crete  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

The  general  assembly  of  the  Cretans  has  charged  us  by  its  decree  of  the  l-13th 
Want  to  communicate  to  you.  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Crete,  an  expression  of 
wa  deep  gratitude  for  the  aid  of  every  kind  sent  by  vou  in  support  of  our  sacred  strug- 
i;le,  as  wdl  as  for  the  relief  of  the  victims  of  Turkish  ferocity.  We  thank  you  also  for 
the  boundless  sympathy  you  evince  in  behalf  of  a  people  fighting  for  the  recovery  of 
their  freedom. 

Tlie  philhellenism  now  manifested  in  America  reminds  us  of  what  was  done  in  your 
giorious  country  during  the  panhellenic  war  of  independence  which  commenced  in 
l'&\ ;  and  we  perceive  w^ith  tlie  greatest  pleasure  that  the  children  of  the  American 
philbellenes  of  that  period  have  proved  worthy  of  their  parents. 

With  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Am^can  people  for  their  generous  contributions  to 
Crete,  we  feel  assured  that  you  will  continue  to  accord  your  material  and  moral  sup- 
port to  the  most  sacred  and  hgitimate  of  causes,  a  cause  which,  from  its  special  chai*ac- 
ter  aiul  the  unprecedented  sufferings  attending  it,  has  become  worthy  of  the  sympathies 
of  ever}'  civilized  nation. 

BRYIiiAI  OF  AMARION  IN  CRETE,  AuOUSt,  1868. 

I.  UMLAKES, 
General  Secretary, 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  the  members.] 
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Mr.  Tuckemian  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens^  September  10, 1868. 

Sib  :  The  United  States  flag-ship  Franklin,  under  command  of  Admiral 
David  G.  Farragut,  accompanied  by  the  United  States  steamer  Frohc, 
Captain  Harmony,  arrived  at  the  Piraeus,  port  of  Athens,  from  Con- 
stantinople, on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  Slat  of  Augusts  The  acting 
United  States  consul  immediately  proceeded  on  board  and  was  received 
with  the  customary  salute.  On  the  following  day  the  admiral  and  suite 
visited  Athens  and  at  once  called  at  this  legation,  where  it  afforded  me 
the  highest  gratification  to  receive  them.  We  soon  after  proceeded  to 
pay  the  customary  official  visits,  and  the  admiral  and  suite  were  pre- 
sented by  me  to  the  prime  minister,  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  of 
justice,  of  religion,  and  education,  and  subsequently  to  the  ministers  of 
marine  and  of  war.  We  also  called  upon  aU  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  resident  at  Athens.  The  admiral  was  received  with  great  cordiality 
by  all  these  officials,  each  of  whom  alluded  to  his  illustrious  career  and 
expressed  much  pleasure  at  being  brought  in  contact  with  him.  On  the 
following  day  the  admiral  and  his  family  were  visited  by  many  of  the 
residents  of  Athens. 

Thursday,  September  3d,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  public  bap- 
tism of  the  prince  royal,  was  observed  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony; 
the  buildings  wexe  decorated  with  flags  and  devices ;  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  people  gave  themselves  up  to  general  rejoicings.  The 
ceremony  at  the  cathedral  was  in  the  highest  degree  imposing.  The 
edifice  was  crowded  with  the  chief  representatives  of  church  and  state, 
and  presented  a  magnificent  spectacle.  Prominent  places  were  reserved 
in  the  cathedral  for  the  diplomatic  corps  and  for  the  admirals  and  com- 
manders of  ships-of-war,  all  of  which  bodies  were  present. 

The  god-parents  of  Prince  Constantino  are  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Royal  of  Denmark,  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the  Grand  Duchess  Alexan- 
dra Josephovna  of  Russia,  who  held  the  child  during  the  c>eremony;  tne 
Duke  Joseph,  of  Saxe-Altenburg,  and  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas.  Od 
the  same  day  the  King  and  Queen  received  the  diplomatic  corps  at  the 
palace,  on  which  occasion,  by  previous  arrangement,  I  had  the  honor  to 
present  Admiral  Farragut  and  the  officers  of  the  Franklin  to  their 
Majesties.  The  King  received  each  with  a  cordial  gra^p  of  the  hand, 
and  an  expression  of  hearty  good  will.  On  approaching  the  Grand 
Duchess  Alexandra,  her  Highness  advanced  from  her  position  to  take 
the  hand  of  the  admiral  and  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  Russian  sym- 
pathy with  the  United  States,  which  have  been  so  emphatically  expressed 
to  the  oflicers  of  the  United  States  navy  whenever  circumstances  have 
brought  them  in  contact  with  any  of  the  members  of  the  imperial  house- 
hold. On  the  same  evening,  the  admiral  and  suite  met  the  American 
residents  of  Athens  at  the  house  of  the  United  States  minister.  On 
Friday,  the  4th,  Mrs.  Farragut  was  presented  to  the  Queen  by  the  wife 
of  the  minister,  and  on  that  evening  the  admiral  and  suite  were  present, 
by  invitation  of  the  King,  at  a  grand  banquet  given  at  the  palace  to  the 
diplomatic  corps,  government  officials,  and  other  distinguished  guests, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  baptismal  fete.  The  seats  assigned  at  table  to 
the  officers  of  the  Franklin  were  directly  in  front  of  the  King.  His 
Majesty,  in  compliment  to  these  guests,  wore  the  naval  uniform.  Dur- 
ing the  dinner  he  pledged  their  healths,  which  was  the  only  toast  drunk 
by  him  on  the  occasion.    On  Saturday,  the  5th,  I  made  my  official  call 
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ou  board  the  Franklin,  and  received  the  osual  salute.  Later  in  the  day, 
the  Greek  officials  and  diplomatic  corps  visited  the  ship  and  were 
saluted.  The  King  having  expressed  his  desire,  ana  that  of  the  Grand 
Dnchess  Alexandra  Josephovna,  to  visit  the  Franklin,  Monday,  the 
7th  of  September,  at  1^  o'clock,  was  named  by  him  for  the  visit.  At 
the  api>oiuted  hour,  his  Majesty,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Duchess 
and  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine  of  Russia,  the  mother  and  the  brother 
of  the  Queen  of  Greece,  went  on  board  with  their  respective  suites.  I 
was  present  with  the  admiral  and  officers  to  receive  the  distinguished 
iruests.  The  King  was  in  the  naval  uniform.  The  Grand  Duchess  wore 
a  necklace  of  precious  stones,  and  upon  her  brea^^t  a  ribbon,  both  deco- 
rations representing  the  emblematic  colors  of  the  United  States.  After 
the  royal  salute,  the  visitors  were  conducted  over  the  ship,  which  they 
eiaminef!  with  interest,  expressing  admiration  at  the  condition  and 
appointments  of  the  Franklin,  which  indeed  reflect  great  credit  upon 
the  commanding  officer,  Commodore  Pennock,  as  well  as  upon  the 
admiral  and  the  Navy  Department.  The  royal  and  imperial  party  were 
tiien  received  in  the  admiral's  cabin  by  Mrs.  Farragut,  and  partook  of  a 
collation.  The  most  significant  iK)int  in  this  visit  was  its  duration,  the 
Grand  Duchess  intentionally  prolonging  her  stay  on  board  to  nearly 
three  hours,  a  circumstance  which  emxihasized  the  national  compliuieut, 
and  which  did  not  fail  to  cause  comment  in  official  circles  here.  This 
account  would  fail  to  be  complete  did  I  omit  to  menti(m  that  during  the 
repast  on  board  the  Franklin  his  Majesty  the  King  was  pleased  to' drink 
my  health  with  this  sentiment :  "  To  our  perpetual  friendship,  and  to  the 
perpetual  friendship  of  the  two  nations."  On  the  same  evening.  Admiral 
Farragut  honored  me  with  his  presence  at  dinner.  Besides  the  members 
of  his  staff,  there  were  present  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  and  of 
marine,  and  the  Turkish,  British,  and  Eussian  ambassadors,  with  their 
wives.  On  the  day  of  her  arrival,  and  during  the  stay  of  the  Franklin 
in  these  waters,  she  excited  great  interest  among  the  Cretan  refugees. 
Thousands  of  these  poor  sufferers  lined  the  shore  or  gathered  around 
tj^e  vessel  in  boats.  Several  petitions  and  addresses  were  presented  to 
the  admiral  on  their  behalf,  which  were  kindly  received,  and  before  sail- 
ing the  admiral  and  officers  made  a  liberal  contrilxition  in  money  and 
clothing,  for  the  relief  of  the  refugee  women  and  children  of  Crete.  On 
the  7th  instant,  in  consequence  of  a  telegram  received  from  our  minister  at 
Constantinople,  the  admiral  dispatched  the  Frolic,  Captain  D.  B.  Har- 
mony, to  the  Turkish  island  of  Scio,  to  investigate  the  cireunistances  of 
the  arrest  of  a  Greek,  said  to  be  a  harbormaster,  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  consular  agent  at  that  place.  Captain  Harmony  returned 
yesterday  from  this  expedition,  and  has  rcpoiteil  the  result  of  his  inves- 
tigations to  Mr.  Morris  by  letter.  He  is  not  of  opinion  that  any  further 
action  on  his  part  is  called  for  in  the  jiremises.  The  admiral,' with  the 
vessels  under  his  command,  left  the  port  of  Athens  this  morning  at  an 
early  hour  for  Trieste.  I  visited  the  flag-ship  last  evening,  and  expressed 
to  the  admiral  and  officers  the  gi*eat  satisCaction  which  their  visit  has 
afforded  to  the  government  and  people  of  Greece,  the  evidence  of  which 
is  everywhere  manifested.  "Tell  them,"  said  an  intelligent  Greek  pub- 
licist to  me,  "  that  Greece  has  to-day  but  one  sincere  friend,  and  that  is 
the  United  States." 

At  the  time  of  the  Franklin's  visit,  there  were  lying  in  the  port  of 
Athens  the  French  frigate  Themis,  50  guns,  and  French  brig  Rolando, 
tlie  former  having  on  board  the  admiral;  also  the  Russian  flag-ship 
Minerva,  Adnuiral  Bontakow. 
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1  feel  tbat,  for  obvious  reasons,  I  need  not  apologisAbr  having  brought 
to  your  notice  many  of  the  details  of  Admiral  Farragut's  reception  at 
Athens. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  K.  TUCKERMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wnshingtonj  D.  C 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  September  19, 1868. 

Sir  :  The  reassembling  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  the  premature 
dispersion  of  which  some  weeks  ago  caused  much  discomfiture  to  the 
ministerial  party,  is  now  expected  to  take  place  during  the  coming  week. 
The  members  who  are  now  in  Athens  are,  however,  few  in  number,  and  it 
is  apprehended  that  a  majority  will  not  be  present  for  some  weeks,  in 
which  case  the  vote  oir  the  budget  will  be  yet  further  postponed.  The 
newspaper  reports  of  "conflicts"  between  the  troops  sent  to  the  province 
of  (Etylon  to  preserve  order,  and  the  friends  of  M.  Coumoundouro,  the 
opposition  candidate,  who  wished  to  force  an  election,  are  unfounded. 
The  government  seems  disposed  to  postpone  to  an  indefinite  period  the 
re-elections  in  the  disputed  districts,  and  popular  feeling  is  much  excited 
thereby,  but  as  yet  there  have  been  no  serious  disturbances  of  the 
peace. 

A  few  hundred  more  of  Cretan  refugees  have  returned  to  the  island, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Turkish  legation  at  Athens.  The  embarka- 
tion of  these  people  has  been  seriously  opposed  by  their  fellow-country- 
men here,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ  a  guard  to  protect 
their  departure.  From  Crete  itself  I  have  detailed  information,  from  a 
reliable  witness,  wh6  has  passed  two  months  with  the  insurgents,  that 
there  is  no  evidence  whatever  of  a  falling  off  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Qretan  chiefs  or  soldiers.  The  whole  body  of  the  latter  actually  under  arms, 
or  in  a  position  to  be  so  at  any  moment,  numbers  but  seven  thousand. 
They,  however,  have  possession  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  mountain- 
ranges  extending  from  a  point  on  the  southern  coast  near  Sphakia,  and 
extending  easterly  and  northeasterly,  including  the  range  of  Mount  Ida 
in  Central  Crete.  This  shows,  nominally,  about  one-half  of  the  territorial 
surface  of  the  island  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  while  the  flat 
country  is  held  by  the  soldiers  of  the  Sultan,  against  the  cavalry  attacks 
of  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  insurgent  troops  to  stand.  The 
mountain  defenses  being  equally  insurmountable  by  the  Tui'ks,  it  follows 
that,  with  a  sufficiency  of  food  and  ammunition,  this  '* guerilla,''  but  not, 
a«  has  been  stated  by  the  London  Times, "  thieves' "  warfare,  may  be  kept 
up  for  an  indefinite  period.  Certainly,  we  may  look  for  its  continuance 
all  the  coming  winter,  should  no  foreign  intervention  occur.  I  think  there 
exists  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  Greek  government  and  the  "central 
committee*'  are  in  accord  on  the  subject  of  the  Cretan  struggle,  and  that 
the  popular  pressure  will  force  means  of  supply,  in  defiance  of  attempt* 
on  the  part  of  the  conservative  element  to  let  Crete  alone. 

The  Cretan  insurrection  has  probably  cost  the  Greek  government^  tiins 
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to,  15,000,000  ef  fu^ushmas,  say  $2,500,000,  which  is  a  very  serious  sum 
in  view  of  the  state  of  the  treasury  and  condition  of  the  finances. 

Hie  provisional  government  of  Crete  has  received,  as  I  am  privately 
informed  from  an  official  source,  an  intimation  from  Mr.  Elliot,  her 
Majesty's  representative  at  Constantinople,  that  the  recent  appeal  of  the 
Cretans  to  the  British  Crown  wiD  be  ineffective.  It  is  now  proiwsed  by 
the  insurgent  chiefs  to  address  a  joint  memorial  to  the  three  powers. 
Much  interest  continues  to  be  expressed  in  the  note  which,  it  is  undfer- 
stood,  Mr.  Morris  exi)ects  to  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  Crete.  •  • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUOKERMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingt^yUj  2>.  C 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  October  3,  1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  three  dis- 
patches of  August  31,  Jfos.  7,  8,  and  9. 

The  national  Chamberof  Deputies  resumed  its  sittings  on  Monday  last, 
and  with  a  fair  prospect  of  disposing  of  various  important  questions, 
which  the  unexpected  adjournment  of  the  chaml)er  had  left  in  a  very 
UQsatisfactory  condition.  It  was  evident  at  that  time  that  a  partial  if 
not  an  entire  change  in  the  ministry  must  be  effected,' in  order  to  recon- 
dle  parties  on  pending  questions,  many  of  which  were  to  be  made  the 
handles  for  more  violent  personal  attacks  upon  the  ministry  by  the 
(^podtion.  It  was  as  evident  to  the  partisans  as  to  the  opposers  of  the 
f  rime  minister,  that  no  important  measure  could  be  carried  without  more 
Wmony  also  among  the  fnends  of  the  administration.  Under  pressure 
from  the  latter,  Mr.  Bulgaris  consented  to  receive  the  resignations  of 
Mr.  Simos,  minister  of  finance,  and  Mr.  Barboglis,  minister  of  justice. 
The  successor  of  the  former,  Mr.  Balassopoulo,  and  of  the  latter,  Mr. 
Antonopoulo,  have  served  in  former  ministries.  Mr.  Simos,  the  retiring 
minister  of  finance,  is  universally  recognized  as  a  man  of  marked  ability 
and  integrity,  and  one  not  easily  replaced  in  the  peculiar  department  in 
which  he  has  served.  Whether  those  who  demand  a  more  liberal  employ- 
meht  of  the  public  funds  will  be  gratified  in  this  respect  by  the  new 
administrator,  remains  to  be  seen.  An  empty  treasury,  and  full  appro- 
priations for  every  drachma  of  revenue,  with  a  deficit  of  manjf  millions, 
if  the  present  "extraordinary"  expenses  continue,  offer  little  oppor- 
tunity for  either  extravagance  or  economy.  One  of  the  motives  for  the 
change  of  ministers — ^which  does  not  appear  publicly — ^is  the  necessity 
which  exists  for  certain  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  judges,  before  the 
consmnmation  of  the  act  which  makes  the  members  of  the  courts  of 
adjudication,  of  appeal,  and  of  accounts,  irremovable.  This  act  goes  into 
eifect  on  the  17th  of  November  next.  Mr.  Bulgaris  is  said  to  have  made 
(^er  concessions  to  his  friends,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  "distinc- 
tion of  the  powers,"  which  have  tended  to  strengthen  his  position.  This 
was  shown  in  the  vote  upon  the  question  of  the  royal  ordinance,  which 
conferred  upon  the  prince  royal  the  title  of  the  "  Duke  of  Sparta."  It 
was  contended  that  this  decree  is  contrary  to  that  p^o^i8ion  of  the  con- 
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stitution  which  forbids  titles  of  nobility  in  Greece,%nd  £hat  it  is  like- 
wise ''at  variance  with  Hellenic  manners  and  traditions.''  The  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  Mr.  Bulgaris,  declared  that  the  constitution  ''opposed 
all  inequalities  of  condition  between  Greek  citizens;  but  this  (Ud  not 
concern  the  members  of  the  royal  family.''  The  minister  was  sustained 
by  seventy-eight  voices  against  twenty-six,  a  majority  which,  as  indica- 
ting strength  in  more  important  matters,  promises  a  longer  continuance 
of  the  present  ministry  than  was  anticipated  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session.  I  think  that  1  perceive  in  the  government,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, a  more  independent  action  with  regard  to  foreign  aJQfairs,  and,  if  I 
mistake  not,  this  will  result  in  open  expressions  of  displeasure  on  the 
part  of  England  and  France,  whose  material  interest  it  manifestly  is  to 
stop  Greek  agitation,  paiticularly  on  the  subject  of  Crete.  This  seems, 
however,  a  hopeless  task;  both  the  struggle  itself,  and  the  agitation 
which  initiated  and  keeps  it  alive,  haye  become  chronic.  In  Athens,  the 
committees  of  relief  have  lately  received  fresh  contributions  of  funds— 
from  what  source  does  not  appear — and  these  seem  to  be  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  refugees  in  Greece,  and  the  fighting  Greeks  in  Crete,  for  sev- 
ral  months  to  come.  I  am  privately  inform^,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
the  statement,  that  a  body  of  "volunteers"  is  being  drilled  and  armed, 
with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Crete  to  aid  the  insurgents.  This 
shows  the  revival  of  an  element  which  was  prominent  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  but  which  failed  of  success.  But  there  is  nothing  in 
these  circumstances  which  promises  any  material  supremacy  to  either 
combatants.  The  insurgents  in  Crete  have  shown  themselves  unable  to 
meet  the  conflict  at  arms  on  the  open  field  and  in  the  presence  of  Turk- 
ish cavalry.  It  is  equally  certain  that  the  mountain- fastnesses  are  inac- 
cessible to  the  Turks  in  any  force  likely  to  be  sent  to  face  such  perils. 
The  warfare  may  therefore  be  prolonged  indefinitely.  This  fact  should 
be  considered  gravely,  in  considering  the  action  or  rather  the  non-action 
of  the  three  powers.  As  to  Prussia,  whose  present  weight  in  the  pohti 
cal  scale  will  force  her^  some  time  or  other,  to  join  in  the  European  sen- 
timent on  Greek  affairs,  I  feel  assured  that  her  lately  increased  com- 
mercial interests  in  Turkey  will  cause  her  to  be  found  in  accord  with 
Great  Britain  and  France.  It  is  thus  evident  that  the  American  idea 
with  regard  to  Greece,  to  say  nothing  of  Crete,  is  not  that  of  Europe^ 
and  that  it  will  be  ineffective  against  such  material  interests  as  I  have 
hinted  at,  unless  pronounced  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms  and  with  an 
emphasis  which  shall  command  for  it  attention.  The  King  is  about  to 
return  from  Cephissia,  where  for  some  weeks  past  he  has  remained  in 
camp,  living  the  life  of  a  soldier,  while  in  command  of  the  regiments 
whicli  have  been  encamped  there  during  the  summer.  The  Greek  gov- 
e.*nment  has  just  signed  a  contract  for  fifteen  thousand  "Remington'^ 
United  States  rifles,  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr,  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward,       • 

Xo.  18.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens^  October  17, 1868. 
Sir  :  The  afiairs  of  Crete  have  assumed  a  new  phase,  which,  viewed 
from  this  point,  is  significant.    An  assembly  calling  itself  "  the  representa- 
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tires  of  the  Gretali  people,''  took  place  recently  at  Lividia,  province  of 
Milopotamo,  in  Crete,  at  which  an  address  to  the  foreign  ministers  at 
Constantinople  was  signed  by  certain  chiefs  among  the  insurgents. 

I  inclose  a  translation  of  this  address,  or  petition,  which  has,  not  yet 
appeared  in  print.  The  chief  point,  as  you  will  i)erceive,  is,  that  these 
iDAurrectionary  leaders  express  themselves  willing,  under  certain  guaran- 
tees, to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  Sultan,  and  to  abandon  the 
project  of  the  annexation  of  Crete  to  Greece.  Although  this  appeal  is 
signed  by  a  portion  only  of  the  Cretan  chiefs,  while  such  prominent  men 
as  Criari,  Koraka,  Spakiaraki,  and  other  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  have 
uot  signed  it,  and  very  likely  will  publicly  repudiate  it,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  moral  eftect  of  the  measure  will  seriously  prejudice  the  cause  of 
the  insurgents.  The  division  of  sentiment  among  those  who  direct  their 
military  affairs  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  awaken  grave  doubts  as  to  fur- 
ther important  successes  in  arms.  With  the  great  object  of  ultimate 
independence  removed  from  before  their  eyes,  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed 
that  the  vigor  and  determination  which  have  heretofore  characterized 
the  insurrection  will  be  sustained.  The  public  admission  on  the  part  of 
even  a  small  number  of  the  chiefs,  that  annexation  to  Greece  is  no  longer 
to  be  regarded  as  a  sine  qua  non^  will  serve  to  relax  the  efforts  of  Greece 
in  behalf  of  the  insurgents,  without  whose  inspiration  the  insurrection 
would  never  have  been  commenced,  and  without  whose  aid  it  would  long 
since  have  failed  from  inanition.  This  movement  in  Crete  is  doubtless  the 
result  of  English  counsel,  and  shows  it  to  be  r^jognized  as  the  expression 
of  the  general  desire  of  the  Christian  population  of  the  island.  An  effort 
will  doubtless  be  made  by  the  powers  to  effect  a  compromise  with  the 
Porte.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  more  important  leaders  in  the 
insurrection  will  be  able  to  neutralize  the  eftect  of  this  action  by  a  more 
empliatic  declaration  of  their  own  intention  to  prosecute  the  w^ar  until 
the  independence  of  Crete  is  acknowledged  by  Turkey.  Meanwhile, 
notwithstanding  an  effort  which  is  made  here  to  treat  this  affair  as  of  no 
particular  significance,  it  is  evident  that  unusual  exertions  will  be  required 
on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  in  Crete,  and  the  friends  of  "the  cause  " 
Here,  to  overcome  the  public  disappointment  which  the  reception  of  this 
news  has  caused.  But  disappointment  is  not  the  word  to  express  the 
feeling  which  would  be  aroused  in  Greece  should  the  long-cherished  idea 
of  Cretan  annexation  to  Greece  fall  to  the  ground  in  consequence  of  this 
appeal.  Too  many  miUions  of  drachmas  and  too  much  political  energy 
have  been  expended  by  Greece,  during  the  last  two  years,  to  achieve  an 
object  which,  if  frustrated  without  some  compensating  advantage,  would 
lead  to  internal  dissensions  threatening  the  very  safety  of  the  state.  It 
is  easy  to  foresee  that  in  the  event  of  the  Cretan  failure,  causes  will  be 
assigned  not  wholly  consistent  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  that  the 
shafts  of  the  opposition  will  be  leveled  with  redoubled  power  against 
the  Greek  government.  This  party  hai^  not  hesitated  for  many  months 
IKWt  to  attribute  the  languishing  condition  of  the  Cretan  warfare  to  the 
apathy  of  the  present  ministry,  if  not,  indeed,  to  the  premeditJited  inten- 
tion of  the  prime  minister  to  support  the  British  policy.  However  bit- 
ter might  be  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Greece  towards  their  fellow- 
countrymen  of  Crete  for  having  unnecessarily  and  ungratefully  aban- 
doned the  contest!,  which  if  i>ersistently  pursued  might  have  led  to  inde- 
I)eiidence  and  annexation,  they  would  probably  refrain  from  irritating 
accusations,  in  the  hope  of  yet  attaining  the  desired  object  under  more 
favorable  circumstances.  Certainly  Greece  will  never  abandon  a  claim 
which  her  sympathies  and  material  interests  have  caused  her  to  labor 
for  with  such  persistent  devotion  for  so  long  a  period,  and  which  her 
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personal  sacrifices  have  in  a  manner  established  as  her  right.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  compromising  measures 
can  secure  to  the  Cretan  question  a  permanent  solution,  or  that  any  form 
of  allegiance  to  a  government  which  these  people  detest  can  secure 
permanent  peace  to  the  nation  or  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  pro- 
tecting powers.  As  the  United  States  have  openly  advocated  the  right 
and  the  necessity  of  Cretan  independence,  so  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  any  measures  short  of  this  will,  in  the  end,  l>e  unsatisfactory  to 
Europe.  Great  Britain  is,  from  her  present  position,  the  most  fitting 
arbiter,  so  far  as  her  influence  upon  the  Ottoman  government  is  con- 
cerned, in  the  question  ot  Crete.  Unfortunately,  Great  Britain  entCT- 
tains  a  contrary  opinion,  believing  that  her  own  interests  are  better 
conserved  by  the  maintainance  of  the  status  quo.  In  this  policy  she 
apparently  forgets  the  teaching  of  one  of  her  own  eminent  statesmen, 
and  which  political  experience  has  most  thoroughly  exemplified  in  the 
case  of  the  Greek  and  the  Turk,  viz^  that  "  forms  and  stiimlations  can 
never  unite  populations  which  are  dissevered  by  sympathy.'^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKERMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  D.  C. 


[Translation.] 

The  Christian  people  of  Crete,  who  took  up  arms  more  than  two  years  ago,  determined 
to  regain  their  liberty,  and  who  have  earned  on  an  unequal  content  against  aU  the 
forces  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  have  witnessed  with  fortitude  and  self-sacrifice  their 
sacred  t^^mples  jirofaned  and  destroyed,  their  homes  and  lands  pillaged  and  burnt,  their 
innocent  and  helpless  women  and  children  either  insulted  and  killed,  or  dying  from 
hunger  and  cold,  and  their  brethren  and  relatives  falling  in  various  battles,  look^  upon 
their  national  re-establishment  and  x>olitical  union  with  free  Greece  aa  the  only  roll 
compensation  for  their  past  and  present  efforts. 

As,  however,  the  Christian  powers  of  Europe  have  not,  up  to  the  present  time,  agreed 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  shedding  of  blood  and  to  carry  out  the  national  wishes  of  the  Cre- 
tan people,  they  (the  Cretans)  have  chosen  as  their  representatives  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  are  given  below,  and  have  authorized  them  to  apply  to  those  Christian 
powers  of  Europe  who  signed  the  treaty  of  1856,  at  Paris,  and  to  entreat  them  to  nego- 
tiate that  this  people  may  obtain  a  form  of  government  recognizing  in  reality  the  sove- 
reignty of  his  Majesty  tlie  Sultan  over  the  island,  bnt  establishSi  on  a  basis  which 
will  secure  the  equality,  prosperity,  and  progress  of  both  races.  In  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Cretan  people  we,  the  undersigned,  met  together,  and  after  mature  deUb- 
eration  have  decided  that  the  form  of  government  suitable  to  the  necessities  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  people,  guaranteeing  tlieir  prosperity  and  progress,  and  preventing 
similar  misfortunes  in  friture,  is  the  one  herewith  inclosed,  which  we  submit  t-o  your 
excellency,  and  tlirough  you  to  the  government  of  the  Unitetl  States.  We  hope  the 
government  of  the  United  Stat^^^s  will  take  into  consideration  the  past  and  present  efforts 
of  the  Cretan  people,  and  will  act  as  it  thinks  best,  that  they  may  obtain  their  jiwt 
demands  and  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  so  that  frirther  misery  and  bloodshed  may  be 
prevented. 

The  Chri8tian*people  of  Crete,  recognizing  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  American  people 
towards  them,  and  being  deeply  grateful  to  the  noble  nation  for  the  assistance  ren- 
dered to  their  suffering  women'  and  children,  consider  it  their  duty  to  communicate 
to  your  excellency  the  petition  to  the  representatives  of  the  six  great  European  powers, 
and  they  hd|)e  that  your  excellency  will  use  your  influence  to  bring  about  a  cessation 
of  hostilities  and  the  fulfillment  of  their  just  demands.  To  this  end  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, Corta,  Voludaki,  &c.,  have  been  instructed  to  forward  this  petition,  and  to 
continue  the  negotiations  for  our  demands,  and  to  receive  an  answer  frx)m  the  ambassa- 
dor. 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 

LiVADiA,  Province  of  Mylopotamo, 

September  24,  (October  6,)  1868. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GREECE.  139 

Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seteard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  20.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  October  31, 1868. 
gXB:  •••••••• 

The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Cretan  question  has  embittered 
the  public  mind  and  accounts  for  much  of  the  acerbity  in  the  discussions 
of  the  Chamber.  It  seems  to  be  the  generally  received  opinion  here  that 
the  disaffection  of  the  chiefs,  as  recently  reported  to  you,  is  a  blow  from 
which  the  insurrection  can  scarcely  recover.  Some  unexpected  political 
turn  in  the  European  combination  may  impart  new  vigor,  but  at  the 
moment  it  looks  as  if  the  affair  would  dwindle  to  proportions  which  will 
permit  a  freer  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Turkish  authorities 
in  Crete  than  circumstances  have  for  a  long  time  pa«t  permitted;  it  may 
even  go  so  far  as  the  acknowledged  recognition  of  the  Ottoman  su- 
premacy ;  but  unless  the  character  of  the  people  of  Crete  has  been  totally 
misrepresented  and  the  aspi^tions  of  the  Greek  nation  grossly  exagge- 
rated, the  spirit  of  revolution  in  that  island  will  but  slumber,  restlessly, 
until  opportunity  gives  fresh  occasion  for  revolt.  This  will  be  the  con- 
clusion drawn  by  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  even  should  the  war  in 
Crete  be  oflBcially  recognized  as  being  at  an  end.  The  independence  of 
Crete  and  its  eventual  annexation  to  Greece  is  regarded  as  an  absolute 
poUtical  necessity,  the  progress,  and,  indeed,  the  life  of  the  kingdom 
being  dependent  upon  its  territorial  enlargement.  This  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a  tenet  of  the  political  faith  of  Greece,  hence  any  check  which 
the  Cretan  movement  may  receive  will  be  a  postponement,  not  an  aban- 
donment, of  the  struggle  for  independence. 

•  •••••••• 

A  report,  said  to  be  official,  of  the  actual  number  of  Cretan  emigrants 
in  Greece,  has  been  circulated  by  the  French  legation  here;  this  shows 
but  39,269  left  from  the  original'  number,  generally  reported  at  60,000. 
It  Ls  known  that  many  have  died  from  exposure  and  want  of  food  before 
the  necessai*y  arrangements  could  be  effected  for  their  well-being. 
This  would  account  for,  say,  5,000,  principally  children.  The  Turkish 
minister  infoims  me  that  between  4,000  and  5,000  have  returned  to  Crete 
under  his  auspices,  which  leaves  some  11,000  unaccounted  for.  It  is 
important  to  keep  these  statistics  before  the  mind,  in  view  of  the  contri- 
butions which  America  and  other  nations  have  made,  and  are  still 
making,  for  the  relief  of  these  sufferers.        •  •  ♦  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  K.  TUCKEEMA^. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbvtabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washinffton,  2>.  C. 


Mr,  Tuckerman  to  Mr,  Seward, 

•  [Extract.] 

No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  November  7,  1868. 
SiE:  The  National  Assembly  adjourned  on  the  5th  instant,  having 
voted  the  budget  for  1868,  amounting  to  about  34,000,000  drachmas  for 
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the  ordinary,  and  about  12,000,000  drachmas  for  the  "  extraordinary" 
expenses  of  the  kingdom,  being  greatly  in  excess  of  the  expenses  of  any 
previous  year,  and  leaving  a  deficit  in  the  treasury  of  some  10,000,000 
or  12,000,000,  which  can  only  be  provided  by  a  fresh  loan.  This  loan 
for  25,000,000  of  francs  has  been  authorized  by  the  Chambers  at  five  per 
cent.,  but  with  whom  can  it  be  negotiated  !  It  is  understood  that  Eng- 
land will  take  it  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent.,  which  would  in  reality  he 
supplying  the  amount  wanted  immediately  for  current  expenses  at  the 
annual  interest  of  ten  per  cent.,  with  an  indebtedness  added  to  the 
nation  of  twice  the  sum  actually  borrowed  by  it.  The  eflforts  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  compromise  with  the  holders  of  the  old  five  per  cent,  loan  of 
1824-'25,  contracted  under  circumstances  of  great  national  peril  at  fifty- 
six  and  fifty-nine^  are  impeded  by  the  opposition  of  the  British  minister 
here.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  loan  now  asked  for  may  be  nego- 
tiated in  England  at  a  better  rate  than  is  now  offered,  if  the  Greek 
government  will  modify  its  \'iews  regarding  its  ancient  indebtedness. 
Before  the  adjournment  of  the  Chamber  the  prime  minister  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  United  States  Congress  and  people,  for  their  expres- 
sions of  sympathy  in  behalf  of  Crete.  The  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously, and  the  result  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TUCKEEMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wdshington^  D.  C, 


Mr.  Tuekerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Atliens,  November  14,  1868. 

Sm :  The  result  of  the  presidential  election  was  received  here  by  tele- 
graph on  the  9th  instant.  The  triumph  of  the  republican  party  and  the 
election  of  General  Grant  are  considered  by  the  government  and  the 
people  of  Greece,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  by  the  expressions  of  individuals 
and  by  the  spirit  of  the  public  journals,  as  likely  to  tend  to  the  restora- 
tion of  public  order  at  home,  and  the  renewal  of  confidence  abroad. 
The  Greeks  sincerely  desire  the  perpetuity  and  grandeur  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  congratulations  offered  to  me  on  this  occasion  by  the 
members  of  the  government  and  by  leading  citizens  are  but  the  expres- 
sions of  the  honest  sentiments  of  the  people.  The  name  and  public  ser- 
vices of  General  Grant  are  familiar  in  Greece,  and  his  good  judgment, 
moderation,  and  fii*mness  of  character  are  believed  to  be  ample  guaran- 
tees for  the  future  peace,  unity,  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  In 
this  sentiment  I  most  thoroughly  concur. 

The  Greek  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  her  British  Majesty's  represent- 
ative, and  the  minister  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  have  called 
upon  me  o^cially  to  offer  their  congratulations  on  this  occasion ;  and 
last  evening,  at  a  dinner  at  the  Turkish  embassy,  the  other  members  of 
the  diplomatic  corps  referred  to  the  quiet  and  successful  election  with 
similar  sentiments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  K.  TUCKEBMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Tucherman  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  November  21, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
of  October  24,  Nos.  11  and  12,  the  contents  of  which  are  duly  noted. 

The  King  has  convoked  an  extraordinary  session  of  Parliament,  which 
commenced  its  sittings  yesterday.  During  this  session  the  government 
will  endeavor  to  pass  certain  measures  of  relief,  necessitated  by  the 
present  unfortunate  condition  of  the  finances.  The  most  important  of 
these  is  the  proposed  loan  of  a  million  of  pounds  sterling,  upon  which  no 
definite  action  was  taken  at  the  last  Session.  Should  this  fail,  and  the 
present  unsatisfactory  relation  continue  between  the  government  and 
the  national  banks,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  former  will  carry  out  its 
threat  to  issue  a  pai)er  currency,  in  the  hopes  of  "tiding  over''  the  exist- 
ing deficiency.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  such  a  course,  with- 
out a  basis  of  national  wealth  to  sustain  these  pax)er  promises,  would  be 
suicidal.  In  imitating  the  acts  of  greater  nations  in  their  houi*  of  need, 
the  Greeks  do  not  sufficiently  investigate  the  diderences  of  condition 
on  the  relations  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  public  mind  has  been  much  disturbed  lately  by  the  increasing 
numbers  of  returning  emigrants  to  Crete.  The  opposition  hold  the  gov- 
ernment responsible  for  the  humiliating  fact  that  Greece  offers  no 
inducement  for  these  refugees  to  remain,  but  virtually  plays  into  the 
hands  of  Turkey  by  favoring  their  departure.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  this  government  to  yield  a  single  point 
in  the  principle  maintained  by  the  Greek  people  in  the  Cretan  question; 
but  in  view  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  economy,  and  the  restlessness 
of  the  emigrants  themselves,  who  are  illy  provided  for,  and  whose  friends 
at  home  encourage  the  idea  of  their  return,  the  government  offers  no 
imiiediment  to  this  backward  movement.  That  these  poor  creatures 
desire  any  change  from  their  present  condition  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  many  hundreds  have  applied  through  this  legation  for  passage  to 
the  United  States.  If  transportation  were  practicable,  these  people  are 
not  of  a  class  to  benefit  themselves  or  the  country  by  such  removal. 
The  industrious  Cretan  need  never  be  a  beggar  j  unfortunately,  these 
refugees  consist  mostly  of  persons  who,  by  age  or  infirmities,  are  unable 
to  help  themselves.  Within  a  few  days  public  spirit  has  revived  under 
the  reports  that  a  large  army  of  volunteers  are  about  to  proceed  from 
Greece  to  Crete  to  in^se  new  vigor  into  the  insurgent  cause.  The  fact 
is,  that  about  three  hundred  armed  volunteers  have  actually  left,  and 
this  number  will  probably  be  increased  from  other  parts  of  Greece  to 
oue  thousand,  under  the  leadership  of  a  well-known  chief.  The  new 
French  minister,  Baron  Bande,  has  submitted  to  the  Greek  government  a 
proposal  from  a  French  company  to  cut  a  canal  through  the  Isthmus  of 
Corinth.  Such  a  project,  as  you  are  aware,  has  been  often  mooted,  but 
the  present  may  possess  elements  which  give  it  probability  of  fulfillment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  TIJCKERMAN. 

Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C. 
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Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  26.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Athen^j  November  25, 1868. 

SiE :  Beferring  to  my  dispateh  No.  25,  iu  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
hand  you,  in  original,  a  decree  of  the  Greek  Chamber  of  Deputies* 
with  accompanying  documents,  I  now  inclose  translations  of  the  same, 
together  with  my  reply  to  the  minister  af  foreign  affairs. 

The  documents  sent  you  last  mail,  were  handed  me  in  advance  of  the 
copies  which  I  understand  the  government  intends  to  forward  to  the 
Greek  legation  at  Washington,  that  I  might  make  such  disposition  of 
them  as  appeared  to  me  best,  and  I  was  at  the  time  verbally  assured  that 
the  sentiments  therein  expressed  applied  also  to  myself  as  the  ^^  sincere 
and  avowed  Mend  of  Greece.''  This  decree  of  thanks  originates  in  a 
deep-seated  sense  of  gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  the  Greek  people,  and  it 
would  avail  nothing  were  I  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  this  sym- 
pathy with  the  United  States  is  heightened  and  intensified  by  a  reverse 
sentimeiU  towards  the  great  powers  of  Western  Euroi>e. 

Since  my  official  residence  here  it  has  been  my  aim  to  investigate  the 
political  and  social  condition  of  the  people,  in  the  hope  of  arriving  at  an 
unprejudiced  judgment.  The  efforts  of  interested  parties  to  warp  that 
judgment  have  been  ingenious,  and  1  may  say  unremitting ;  but  to  the 
frankness  and  confidence  of  the  Greek  people  themselves  I  am  chiefly 
indebted  for  an  expose  of  political  defects,  which  their  worst  enemies 
could  hardly  have  portrayed  as  vividly. 

In  spite  of  these  evils  in  government  and  society,  the  great  fact  standK 
boldly  forth  that  here  exists,  and  in  perpetual  agitation,  an  original  and 
distinctive  people  whose  vital  breath  is  liberty.    This  people  can  neither 
be  crushed  by  their  neighbor,  whose  principle  is  absolute  monarchism, 
nor  set  aside  by  the  great  powers  of  Western  Europe,  by  whom  Greece  is 
regarded  as  little  better  than  a  "  political  nuisance."    These  powers  are 
at  this  moment  exercising  three  distinct  influences  upon  the  kingdom ; 
yet  all  unite  in  repressing  the  natural  aspirations  of  her  people.    Bussia'i) 
interest  in  Crete  doubtless  ends  there.    The  possession  of  Crete  by 
Greece,  in  other  words,  the  separation  of  that  island  from  Turkey,  would 
assist  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Russian  government,  and  so  far  weaken 
the  anti-church  influences  of  the  Porte.    It  is  impossible  to  say  whether 
Great  Britain  has  any  ideas  of  future  territorial  conquest  in  the  east  of 
Eurox)e ;  probably  this  is  a  matter  of  indifference  so  long  as  France  shows 
no  inclinations  in  that  direction.    If  the  assertions  to  me  of  their  repre- 
sentatives here  are  of  weight,  then  Great  Britain  and  France  are  each 
"  the  only  true  friend  which  Greece  has."    The  Greeks,  however,  do  not 
place  unbounded  faith  in  such  statements,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
knowing  that  the  United  States  has  no  territorial  interests  in  the  mat- 
ter and  is  simply  and  sincerely  desirous  that  free  institutions  should 
succeed  wherever  they  may  be  planted,  give  their  unbounded  confidence 
to  that  distant  republic,  instead  of  their  nearer  and  less  disinterested 
neighbors.    Of  that  confidence  I  have  been  a  recipient,  as  you  are  aware, 
from  the  throne  and  from  the  people;  not  in  the  way  of  self-exaltatipn  ou 
their  part  or  flattery  towards  myself,  but  in  the  way  of  earnest  consul- 
tation and  appeal.    On  the  other  hand,  I  am  forced  to  admit  to  you  tba^ 
in  s|)ite  ctf  the  assertion  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  representatives 
of  England  and  France,  I  have  never  once  heard  from  either,  in  our  con- 
versations on  the  subject,  one  single  word  of  approbation  for  the  Greek 
government  or  her  people.    The  end  and  object  of  these  i>ower8  seem  at 
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present  to  be  to  keep  Greece  quiet  on  external  questions,  which,  if 
agitated,  may  affect  the  so-called  "equilibrium''  of  Europe,  but  which,  if 
not  agitated,  will,  in  the  Greek  point  of  view,  keep  her  forever  hemmed 
within  limits  which  her  natural  aspirations  compel  her  to  attempt  to 
expand. 

What  Greece  requires,  besides  economy  of  political  administration,  is  a 
friend  whose  example  in  good  government  shall  be  strengthened  by  mate- 
rial influences.  Greece  has  not  natural  strength  enough  to  rid  herself  of 
her  own  burdens.  This  strength  may  come  to  her,  but  she  must  be 
encouraged  to  seek  it  in  the  right  way.  She  does  not  find  this  encourage- 
ment in  Europe,  or  thinks  she  does  not,  and  hence  she  is  loth  to  let  go 
the  hold  which  she  has  on  American  sympathies.  That  the  United 
States  may  be  of  essential  service  to  Greece  in  her  present  position 
appears  to  admit  of  no  dispute.  Shall  this  service  be  strictly  confined 
to  votes  of  sympathy  by  Congress  !  The  Greeks  hope  that,  in  the  afiGair 
of  Crete,  the  United  States  will  feel  itself  justified  in  at  least  urging 
upon  the  Christian  powers  of  Europe  such  interference  as  wiU  protect  the 
general  interests  of  humanity  where  "  inMnged,''  as  they  believe  in  the 
I^esent  case  they  have  been,  "  by  the  excesses  of  a  barbarous  and  des- 
potic government."  (Wheaton.)  On  the  othw  hand,  the  British  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Erskine,  expressed  to  me  the  other  day  his  surprise  that  any 
such  interference  in  the  affairs  of  Crete  should  be  desired  on  our  part,  on 
the  ground  that  this  course  would  be  inconsistent  with  our  emphatic 
rancMistrances  against  interference  with  our  own  domestic  affairs  during 
the  hite  rebellion  in  the  States.  •  #  •  #  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  K.  TUCKEBMAN. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sbwaed, 

ikcretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  0. 


[Tranalatioii.] 

The  wumiMkr  of  f&rei^  afiArn  to  Mr,  Tu/ck«frmam^  miiitttor  tmdmi  of  i\e  United  Statef  of 

Ninih  America, 

Atubns,  November  ^21,  1868. 
Mb.  Minister  :  The  Chamber  of  Deputies,  cm  the  last  day  of  its  regular  session,  passed 
i  decree  bv  which  it  expresses  to  the  Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  people  of 
tbe  United  States,  the  most  profound  sentiments  of  ackuowledgment  for  their  generous 
•ohcitude  for  the  Greek  nation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith^  in  original,  the  above-mentioned  decrc^^ ;  also 
the  trmsh^tion  of  the  letter  in  which  the  president  of  the  legislative  body  communicates 
tome  the  decree  in  question. 

You  will  notice,  Mr.  Minister,  the  unanimous  applause  with  which  this  decree  was 
neeted  by  the  representatives  of  the  nation.  The  government  of  the  King,  animated 
by  the  same  sentiments  as  those  of  the  representatives,  esteems  itself  happy  to  reiterate 
this  assurance  on  this  occasion. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  Slc,  d&c., 

P.  DELYAKNI. 


[TranslatioiL] 
^  The  preeideni  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 

Athens,  October  25, 1868,  (O.  8.) 
The  Chamber  of  Deputies,  inspired  by  a  national  duty,  voted  at  its  eighty-fourth  sit- 
ting, on  yesterday,  a  decree  by  which  it  expressed,  in  the  midst  of  the  warmest  applause, 
Jte  profound  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  people  of  the 
United  States  of  Amierica,  for  the  generous  and  benevolent  sentiments  which  the  great 
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republic  has  at  all  times  manifested  towards  the  Hellenic  nation,  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  cause  of  Candia,  and  it  has  requested  me  to  be  the  interpreter  of  this 
national  decision. 

In  fulfilling  with  pleasure  this  mission,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  official 
copy  of  the  above-mentioned  decree,  with  the  request  that  you  will  properly  commn 
nicate  the  same. 

T.  H.  LAZAEETOS,  PretidenL 

A.   MONASTIiUOTIS, 

TiiEOD.  Anaslarsoporilo,  '; 

Secretaries, 


Copy  of  decree. 

The  Hellenic  Parliament,  in  consideration  of  the  generous  sentiments  which  the  repub- 
lic of  the  United  States  of  America  has  always  manifested  for  the  Greek  nation,  and 
moved  by  the  humane  and  sympathetic  words  which  have  been  uttered  in  behalf  of 
Crete  by  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  expresses  to  these  bodies,  and  through  them  to  the 
magnanimous  people  of  America,  its  profound  gratitude,  and  confides  to  the  president 
of  the  Hellenic  Chamber  the  duty  of  transmitting  this  national  resolution. 


Mr,  T^ckerman  to  Mr.  IkHyanni, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  November  13-25, 186a 

Mr.  Minister:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  communication 
of  the  9th  (21st)  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on 
the  last  day  of  its  regular  session,  passed  unanimously,  and  with  enthusiastic  applause, 
a  decree  of  thanks  to  the  Senat-e,  House  of  Representatives,  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  for  "  their  generous  solicitude  for  the  Hellenic  nation."  You  also  hand  me,  in 
original,  a  copy  of  this  decree,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  which  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  transmits  it  to  you,  and  you  assure  me  that  the  government  of 
his  Majesty  the  Kin^  is  animated  by  the  same  sentiments  which  are  expressed  by  the 
national  representatives. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  Minister,  and  through  you  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  for  this  renewed  assurance  of  international  sympathy,  as  well  as  for  the 
comphmentary  manner  in  which  it  is  communicated  through  me  to  my  countrymen. 

The  expressions  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  people  or  the  United  States  for  the 
struggling  Christians  of  Crete  are  but  the  utterances  of  those  who  would  befaithleeiito 
the  principles  which  made  and  preserve  them  a  nation,  did  they  refuse  to  extend  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  others,  wherever  gathered  on  the  earth^s  surface,  who  con- 
tend for  the  inestimable  right  to  choose  their  own  rulers. 

The  i>eople  of  the  United  States  will  consider  it  a  happy  circumstance  for  all  the  people 
of  eastern  Europe,  when  the  policy  adopted  towards  tnem  shall  be  in  conformity  with 
the  sentiments  which  English  statesmen  have  themselves  admitted  to  be  a  political 
axiom,  namely :  Treaties  can  never  unite  poptilaOons  whick  are  dissevered  by  syn^at^et. 
Until  this  principle  is  recognized,  peace  may  be  maintained  by  expedients,  but  can  never 
be  secured. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  d&c,  &c., 

CHAS.  K.  TUCKERMAN. 

Mr.  P.  Delyanni,  Minister)  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Tuckerman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

AihenSj  December  5,  1868. 
Sir  :  The  recent  departure  of  Greek  volunteers  for  Crete,  together 
with  the  delivery  to  them  of  two  guns  (Armstrong's,  40-pounder8)  known 
to  have  belonged  to  the  national  arsenal,  threaten  for  the  moment  tiie 
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peaoefal  relations  of  the  Porte  and  tbe  Greek  govemnieiit.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  present  views  of  the  Turkish  embassador,  as  expressed 
by  him  to  me,  will  be  modified.  The  Greek  government  denies,  of 
coarse,  any  official  knowledge  of  the  delivery  of  these  guns  to  the  Cre- 
tan agents,  and  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  in  the  present  jnnctnre  of 
affairs  to  fix  responsibility  upon  the  authorities.  Photiades  Bey  is 
apparently  waiting  to  obtain  the  views  of  his  government  in  the  matter. 

This  *'  volunteer  movement,"  be  the  numbers  great  or  small,  has  given 
a  less  hopeless  view  to  Cretan  affairs,  although  the  last  news  from  the 
island  was  to  the  effect  that  an  encounter  between  the  Christians  and 
Torks  at  Sphakia  had  resulted  disastrously  for  the  insurgents. 

After  a  long  reticence  on  the  pait  of  the  British  ministry  with  regard 
to  eastern  affairs,  Lord  Stanley,  in  his  recent  speech  to  the  electors  of 
Lynn,  has  broken  silence  by  declaring  that  ^^the  dangers  which  menace 
the  Turkish  empire  to-day  are  internal,''  and  that  neither  foreign  alli- 
ance nor  Europea^n  guarantee  can  protect  a  government  against  financial 
collapse  or  rebellion  within  its  own  provinces.  In  those  matters  every 
country  must  be  left  to  work  out  its  own  destiny.  His  lordship  goes  on 
to  express  his  "  sincere  sympathies  with  the  Christians  of  the  East,'^ 
whose  aspirations  he  admits  <^may  be  natural,"  but  he  reminds  them 
that  '^  anarchy  is  not  progress,  and  that  it  is  not  wise  to  pull  down  that 
for  which  they  have  not  provided  any  substitute."  Lord  Stanley  then 
addresses  himself  to  Greece  in  a  few  phrases,  which  I  imbody  in  a  note 
to  this  dispatch,  together  with  the  comments  of  the  Greek  press  thereon, 
that  you  may  see  exactly  how  the  English  view  of  the  "hellenic  idea" 
is  met  and  refuted  by  the  Greek  people.  It  is  the  current  topic  of  the 
hour.  The  Chamber,  since  the  opening  of  the  new  session,  has  accom- 
plished nothing  but  the  election  of  a  presiding  officer,  Mr.  Drossor,  which, 
owing  to  divisions  in  the  opposition,  enabled  the  ministerial  party 
to  show  a  strong  vote.  The  budget  for  1869  has  been  submitted  to 
tbe  Chamber;   its  estimate  is  34,423,973  drachmas  expenses,  against 

37,620,200  receipts. 

•  •••*••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES.  K.  TUCKERMAK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 


NOTE. 


Extract  from  Lord  Stanley's  speech  at  L}fnn, 

More  particularly  I  would  say  to  Greece — that  little  state,  about  which  our  grand- 
fathers were  so  enthusiastic,  and  which  we  in  the  present  day  are  inclined,  I  think, 
rather  unduly  to  depreciate — you  might  be  the  model  state  of  the  east ;  you  miffht 
exercise  over  the  Christian  races  there  an  almost  incalculable  influence,  if,  instead  of 
indulging  in  vague  dreams  of  agrandizement,  you  would  make  your  internal  govern- 
ment more  worthy  of  those  destinies  which  you  believe  to  be  yours  in  the  future. 
[Hear.]  And  I  would  also  say,  if  you  adopt  a  policy  of  fostering  disturbance  abroad, 
Ton  are  throwing  away  the  substance  for  the  shadow ;  vou  are  losing  that  which  you 
might  command,  and,  after  all,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  you  will  obtain  that  which 
you  seek.  Gentlemen,  that  is  advice  which,  tendered  in  a  friendly  spirit,  may  not  be 
^oUy  useless,  and  we  have  interests  enough  in  the  east  to  make  that  advice  worth 
giving. 

10  D  C— VOL.  n 
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[Tranalattoii.] 
BemarU  of  "La  QrhcCy^  (Greek  Jaumdl.) 

It  is  ea^  for  the  minister  of  foreign  affisdrs  of  Great  Britain  to  speak  thus,  and  for 
the  Engli^  people  to  applaud ;  but  these  counselB  lose  much  of  their  force  by  being 
addressed  by  a  people  whose  nationality  is  respected  by  the  whole  world  to  a  people 
who  -suffer  under  outrages  of  which  they  themselves  are  the  object.  These  outra^  are 
the  cause  of  insurrections  breaking  out  at  all  times  in  the  Greek  provinces  of  the  Otto- 
man empire.  The  insurrection  in  Crete  is  neither  the  first  nor  the  last  example.  Loid 
Stanley  nas  a  heart  too  elevated  to  counsel  the  Greeks  to  plant  cabbages,  while  their 
brothers  are  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  barbarous  and  une^iuil  war.  Diplo- 
macy has  been  able  to  trace  upon  a  map  the  arbitrary  limits  of  the  kmgdom  of  Gree(», 
but  it  has  not  been  able  to  extinguish  the  national  and  fraternal  sentiment  of  tbe 
Greeks  of  the  kingdom  towards  those  who  are  excluded.  *  *  *  If,  instead  of  a 
truncated  Greece,  the  kingdtmi  included  all  the  Greek  provinces,  then  would  the  diplo- 
matists have  the  right,  and  then  only,  to  ask  her  to  show  herself  capable  of  the  art  of 
fovemment.  "  If  you  cannot  govern  what  you  possess,  how  can  you  hope  to  persuade 
luTope  that  you  are  capable  of  governing  a  larger  kingdom."  This  is  the  cft«raZ  de 
bataiUe  of  the  English  diplomats.  This  reasoning,  which  is  the  measure  of  their 
intelligence,  produces  the  same  effect  on  us  as  if  they  said  to  a  lame  man,  "  Since  yoa 
cannot  walk  with  the  leg  which  you  have  still  left  to  you.  do  not  regret  the  loss  of  tbe 
other.    You  would  not  Imow  how  to  use  it,  if  you  had  it.** 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  49.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  13, 1868, 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  December,  Ko.  Ill,  is  before  me. 
It  furnishes  the  first  information  which  has  been  directly  received  from 
Egypt  concerning  a  change  proi)osed  there  of  the  existing  treaty 
arrangements  between  the  western  nations  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and 
of  the  system  of  jurisprudence  and  adjudication  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases  in  which  citizens  and  suljects  of  those  nations  are  concerned. «  I 
give  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  relating  to  that  subject 
which  has  been  received,  and  of  my  acknowledgment  thereof.  The 
Grecian  government  has  appealed  to  the  United  States  to  lend  their 
influence  in  behalf  of  Greece,  to  prevent  a  consummation  of  the  project. 
I  have  answered  for  the  United  States,  that  they  will  reserve  considera- 
tion of  the  question  until  they  shall  have  received  some  communication 
thereupon  which  shall  have  been  authorized  by  either  the  Egyptian 
government  or  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

In  harmony  with  this  line  of  policy,  you  will  receive  and  refer  to  this 
department  any  propositions  which  the  Egyptian  government  may  desire 
to  offer;  and  in  that  case,  I  shall  expect  to  be  furnished  with  such  infor- 
mation as  you  may  have  concerning  the  progress  of  the  discussion 
between  the  Egyptian  government  and  the  western  powers,  as  well  as 
your  o^n  opinions  concerning  the  probable  operation  and  results  of  such 
a  change  as  the  Egyptian  government  desires. 

The  United  States,  owing  to  their  remoteness  from  Egypt,  have  less 
direct  interest  in  the  question  than  the  European  Christian  powers. 
They  have  also,  perhaps,  more  confidence  in  the  safety  and  success  of 
government  reforms,  even  in  those  countries  which  have  not  been  com- 
pletely administered  within  the  range  of  international  law  and  estab- 
lished by  Christian  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  irritability  and  jealousy  which  inevitably  exists  between  Chris- 
tians and  Jews  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  local  government  or  authorities  of 
the  Mohammedan  states  on  the  other,  have  been  augmented  by  the 
war  in  Crete,  and  by  disturbances  in  the  Turkish  pro\iiices  and  states, 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  amelioration  of  the  general  policy  of  Chris- 
tian nations  in  regard  to  any  one  Mohammedan  state  very  difficult,  if 
not  inexx)edient,  at  the  present  time. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Hat.e,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.^  &c. 


Mr,  Bangdbi  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Ko.  139.]  Washington,  Decmher  22, 1867. 

Sm :  The  intention  of  the  Egyptian  government,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  entertain 
yon  the  other  day,  of  Bahetitutine  in  its  domains  mixed  tribunals  to  the  consular  Juris- 
diction,  has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek  government  by  the  British 
miuiHter  in  Athens,  the  Grecian  consnl  at  Alexandria  not  having  been  informed  of  this 
plan  by  the  government  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  or  invited  to  give  his  opinion  or 
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co-operate  in  its  execution,  although  Greece  counta  by  thousands  her  subjects  estab- 
lished and  trafficking  is  Egypt. 

The  British  government  seenis  not  to  disapprove  this  project,  provided  it  is  sought 
•to  obtain  practical  results,  and  the  new  system  offers  perfect  security  to  the  stranger; 
to  which  effect  it  proposes  that  a  preliminary  inquiry  should  be  made  by  a  commission 
composed  of  the  consuls  and  lawyers  of  the  principal  powers,  probably  those  most 
interested  in  the  matter. 

The  views  of  my  government,  which  it  Is  not  for  the  present  called  upon  to  commu- 
nicate to  that  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  having  received  no  in  vitation  to  that  effect,  are, 
that  so  important  a  modification,  and  one  touching  so  nearly  the  rights  of  foreigners 
in  Egypt,  seems  to  be  premature,  and  that  too  much  ignorance,  too  much  fanaticism, 
and  abuses  too  inveterate,  obtained  as  yet  in  the  indigenions  element,  for  it  to  be  called 
to  exercise  high  judiciary  functions.  If  the  Egyptian  government  has  been  forced,  as 
it  complains,  to  pay  72,000.000  of  francs  for  indemnities,  this  is  surely  not  because  of 
the  Judicial  interference  ot  the  foreign  consuls,  but  because  of  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  its  own  authorities,  which  very  often  give  birth  to  just  claims.  The  Greek 
government,  in  expressing  this  conviction,  is  perfectly  disinterested,  as  no  part  of  tbe 
said  indemnities  has  been  paid  to  Greek  subjects.  On  the  other  hand,  the  antipathy 
the  Mohammedans  nourish  against  Christians  of  all  nationalities  will  make  the  indigen- 
ous members  of  these  mixed  tribunals  always  to  pronounce  themselves  a^inst  the 
opinions  of  their  Christian  colleagues  when  this  is  favorable  to  the  Christian  party, 
which  will  accordingly  suffer  if  they  are  the  strongest,  while,  if  they  are  not,  they  gain 
nothing  by  establishing  the  mixed  tribunals. 

Another  question  is,  what  language  is  to  be  preferred  in  these  tribunals.  The  Arabic 
is  not  understood  by  the  Cbristains,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  one  of  the  European 
idioms  to  be  favored  more  than  another. 

The  most  practical  course  to  adopt  seems,  then,  to  be  that  the  Egyptian  government 
ishould  commence  by  correcting  its  code  and  judiciary  procedure  by  forming  or  choos- 
ing enlightened  and  honest  lawyers,  and  composing  thereof  its  tribunals;  then,  but 
then  only,  when  the  Christian  powers  see  these  tribunals  working  in  a  way  to  offer 
.guarantees  for  the  respect  of  justice,  they  will  consent  to  abandon  the  consular  tribu- 
nals, which  they  had  been  forced  to  establish  because  of  the  moral  and  governmental 
'Conaition  of  these  countries. 

Such  is  the  opinion  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Kiuf^  of  the  Hellenes  feels  it 
its  duty  to  express  upon  this  subject,  in  the  interest  of  the  Christians  established  and 
trafficking  in  Egypt,  although  it  would  be  the  first  to  rejoice  in  any  change  that  would 
tend  to  ameliorate  the  distribution  of  justice  in  that  country,  and  would  willingly 
co-operate,  with  all  its  might,  to  that  effect,  were  it  called  upon  to  do  so. 
Believe  me,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  respectfully, 


Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


A.  R.  RANGABfi. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  A.  R.  BangaU, 

Department  of  State, 

WashingtwHf  January  7, 1668. 
Sir  :  Tour  note  of  the  22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  proposed  modification  of  tbe  form 
•of  judicial  proceedings  affecting  foreigners  in  Egypt,  has  been  received. 
^     In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tnat  the  questions  which  it  discusses  will  receive 
•due  attention  at  my  hands,  should  they  hereafter  come  under  the  consideration  of  this 
•department. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Ranoab^  ^c,  ^.,  ^-c. 


Mr.  Sale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"No.  115.]  Agency  and  Consulate-General 

OF  THE  United  States  of  America^ 
Alexandriay  E^ypt^  February  29, 1868, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instnietion 
2^0.  49,  under  date  of  January  13,  relating  to  the  proposed  changes  in 
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judicial  arrangements  here,  which  were  the  sabject  of  my  dispatch  No. 
111.  Your  iustmction  has  received  my  careful  attention.  It  is  the  pur- 
])06e  of  the  present  dispatch  to  give  yon  information  of  the  progress  of - 
the  n^otiations  relating  to  the  sabject. 

I  have  prepared  translations,  hereto  annexed ;  first,  (marked  A,)  of  the 
oiiginal  proposition  of  Nnbar  Pacha,  and  secondly,  (marked  B,)  of  his 
remarks  in  explanation  and  qualification  of  the  original  proposition, 
these  papers  having  been  communicated  to  me  by  order  of  his  Highness 
the  Viceroy,  just  before  your  instruction  was  received.  An  extract 
(marked  G)  of  a  pamphlet  written  in  support  of  the  proi)Osed  changes 
by  a  lawyer  in  the  employ  of  the  Egyptian  government,  is  also  appended. 
These  papers  serve  to  show  what  it  is  that  has  been  proposed,  and  how 
the  proposition  was  supported  by  those  appointed  to  defend  it. 

A^  you  have  observed  by  Lord  Stanley's  communication,  certainly  an 
able  and  statesmanlike  paper,  the  proposition  was,  on  the  whole,  rather 
favorably  received  by  the  British  government.  By  the  government  of 
France,  the  proposition  was  referred  to  a  commission  consisting  of 
French  statesmen,  including  Mr.  Outrey,  the  French  agent  and  consul- 
general  for  Egypt,  then  and  still  remaining  in  Paris.  Kubar  Pacha, 
also  in  Paris,  was  invited  to  attend  their  deliberations  in  behalf  of  the 
Eg3T>tian  government.  The  commission  made  a  report  to  the  French 
minister  of  foreign  afiGairs,  which  is  regarded  as  unfavorable  to  the 
scheme. 

The  governments  of  Prussia,  Italy,  and  Russia  so  far  accepted  the 
scheme  as  to  express  their  willingness  to  appoint  representatives  to  con- 
sider it  at  a  conference  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  held  in  Egypt, 
and  it  was  understood  that  Austria  would  accord  a  like  measure  of 
assistance. 

To  these  governments,  or  most  of  them,  as  explained  in  my  No.  Ill, 
the  scheme  has  been  conununicated  by  agents  in  Europe. 

His  Highness  the  Viceroy,  in  informing  me  in  January  that  he  had 
directed  the  papers  already  mentioned  to  be  communicated  to  me, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  United  States  would  be  represented  in  such 
a  conference  should  it  be  held.  At  a  later  date,  as  I  understand,  the 
same  invitation  was  extended  to  my  colleagues  here,  or  at  any  rate  to 
some  of  them,  representing  governments  to  whom  the  plan  had  not 
already  been  communicated.  But  no  other  steps  have  been  taken,  so 
&r  as  I  can  learn,  for  convening  the  conference,  nor  has  any  time  been 
appointed  for  assembling  it. 

Mr.  BangalxS  has  told  you  of  the  dislike  with  which  the  scheme  was 
received  by  the  Greek  community  here,  and  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
state  that  the  same  feeling  of  dislike  was  general  among  Europeans. » 
The  English  newspapers  were  invited  by  correspondents  resident  in 
Egypt  to  oppocie  the  plan,  and  to  criticise  what  was  suppose<l  to  b^ 
Lord  Stanley's  support  of  it;  but  this  feeling  of  op^iosition,  although 
almost  universal,  would  no  doubt  be  considerably  mitigated  if  the  scheme 
were  better  understood. 

It  is  not  now  proposed  to  persevere  in  the  proposition  for  any  change 
in  the  hearing  of  criminal  cases.  As  regards  civil  cases,  it  is  certainly 
true  that  there  have  been  complaints,  not  wholly  without  reason,  of  the 
existing  state  of  things,  some  of  the  inconveniences  of  which  are  indi- 
cated in  the  pax)ers  annexed.  Now,  while  an  Englishman  may  very  well 
view  with  distrust  the  justice  of  any  other  tribunal  than  that  of  his  own 
consulate,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  it  is  only  in  cases  in  which  he  is 
defendant  of  which  his  own  consulate  can  take  jurisdiction.  For  cases 
in  which  he  may  be  plaintiff,  having  a  claim  against  a  native,  or  the  sub- 
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ject  of  Bome  other  power,  as  matters  stand  he  can  have  no  better  justice 
than  may  be  meted  out  by  tribunals  which  have  no  special  clsAm  to  his 
confidence. 

The  problem  to  be  considered  by  a  merchant  of  any  nation,  therefore, 
is  this:  supposing  a  good  and  efficient  tribunal  could  be  set  up,  in  which 
all  cases  might  be  brought  without  re^n^ird  to  the  nationality  of  the  par- 
ties, would  it  not  on  the  whole  be  a  convenience  t  Every  merchant 
woiild  gain  the  right  to  bring  his  claims  against  others  before  such  a 
court  simply  at  the  expense  of  being  himself  subject  to  its  jurisdiction. 
The  fact  that  the  English  court  here,  for  instance,  is  rigorously  just,  is 
a  circumstance  inuring  less  to  the  benefit  of  Englishmen  than  of  sub- 
jects of  other  nations,  so  far  as  cases  of  mixed  nationality  are  concemecL 
As  regards  cases  between  parties  both  of  whom  are  subjects  of  the  same 
power,  no  change  in  the  existing  arrangements  is  now  proposed. 

But  I  must  not  conceal  from  you  that  the  difficulty  most  reasonably 
apprehended  is  not  so  much  want  of  justice  in  the  decisions  of  any  new 
tribunal  as  want  of  confidence  in  a  just  and  impartial  execution  of  its 
decisions,  and  the  ^^ guarantees"  proposed  in  the  accompanying  papers 
go  but  little  way  to  abate  an  apprehension  of  this  sort.  The  existing 
^^  tribunal  of  commerce,"  for  hearing  cases  of  Franks  against  natives,  is 
composed  of  a  native  president,  with  two  native  assessors  and  two  Frank 
assessors;  the  latter  serve  in  turn  by  months,  from  a  list  chosen  by  the 
"notables"  of  the  several  Frank  communities,  the  list  of  "notables" 
serving  as  electors  being  prepared  by  the  several  consul-generals.  The 
operation  of  the  tribunal  is  at  best  unsatisfactory,  but  a  great  and  sub- 
stantial grievatice  is  found  in  the  fact  than  even  when  the  tribunal  may 
have  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  there  is  no  sure  means  for 
obtaining  execution  of  the  judgments  against  the  native  defendants; 
the  case,  if  at  all  difficult  or  important,  generally  becomes  a  question  to 
be  urged  by  the  consul-general  against  the  Egyptian  government,  the 
decision  of  the  tribunal  aidding  but  little  substantial  strength  to  the  case. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  doubt  whether  the  large  European  communities 
would  willingly  accept  at  present  a  measure  which  should  arm  any  tri- 
bunal of  the  Egyptian  government,  however  comx)osed,  with  jwwer  to 
touch  the  persons  or  property  of  Europeans  otherwise  than  through 
their  respective  consulates. 

The  difficulty  of  the  position  would  appear,  therefore,  to  be  insoluble, 
unless  it  is  met  in  some  such  manner  as  the  following^  which  I  beg  to 
submit  for  your  judgment,  as  the  basis  of  counsel  which  we  might  offer 
to  the  Egyptian  government,  should  you  deem  it  convenient :  Let  the 
Egyptian  government,  should  it  wish  to  do  so,  proceed  at  once,  without 
further  consultation  with  other  governments,  to  create  a  tribunal  of 
five  judges,  of  whom  two  or  three  should  be  able  and  learned  Frank  gen- 
tlemen of  unspotted  integrity,  assured  of  permanent  salaries  for  at  least 
a  certain  term  of  years.  Let  this  tribunal  have  certain  jurisdiction  only 
of  cases  brought  by  Franks  against  the  government  or  against  native 
subjects.  liet  the  Egyptian  government  request  the  consulates  to  give 
the  same  assistance  to  this  tribunal^  in  requiring  the  attendance  of  wit 
nesses  and  other  incidental  proceedmgs,  as  is  now  accorded  in  comity  by 
one  consulate  to  another.  Let  this  tribunal  hear  and  determine  cases  of 
the  kind  that  has  been  described,  and  whenever  its  decisions  may  be  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff,  let  them  be  promptly  and  fully  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  the  Egyptian  government.  If  this  is  fairly  done,  the  tribunal 
would  at  once  become  among  Franks  the  most  popular  institution  in 
^gypt*  Then  let  it  be  a  part  of  the  plan  that  the  same  tribunal  mi^^ht 
also  hear  cases  in  which  subjects  of  different  nationalities  were  parties, 
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whenever  both  parties  agreed  in  advance  to  accept  its  jurisdiction ;  and 
let  the  Egyptian  government  request  the  Christian  powers  to  instruct 
tiieir  consuls  to  give  prompt  and  full  execution  to  the  decisions  of  the  . 
tribunal  against  any  of  their  respective  subjects  resident  in  Egypt,  in 
such  cases — ^that  is,  only  cases  in  which  the  parties  had  accepted  the 
jurisdiction  before  tne  case  was  heard. 

I  entertain  a  very  confident  opinion  that  if  such  a  tribunal  proved 
itsdf  to  be  really  honest  and  impartial — a  genuine  seat  of  justice — ^it 
would  be  eagerly  accepted  by  suitors  of  diiferent  nationalities  in  a  very 
great  number  of  cases,  in  preference  to  the  complicated  jurisdiction  of 
the  consulates;  nor  would  any  very  long  time  be  required  for  it  to  earn 
a  good  reputation  were  such  reputation  deserved.  £i  process  of  time  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  made  the  necessary  resort  of  suitors  in  mixed  cases; 
but  it  would  appear  to  me  unwise  for  the  Egyptian  government  to  insist 
upon  this  beforehand. 

For  obvious  reasons,  the  Egyptian  government  might  except  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal  cases  against  the  government  arising  from 
transactionB  anterior  in  date  to  the  time  of  its  institution,  and  might 
make  other  proper  limitations,  such  as  those  which  restrict  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  Court  of  Claims.  Perhaps,  even  in  the  begin- 
ning, the  jurisdiction  might  be  confined  to  cases  against  native  subjects, 
excluding  at  first  cases  against  the  Egyptian  government;  but  this  would 
be  far  less  satisfactory. 

Not  to  protract  this  dispatch  to  too  great  a  length,  some  points  of 
detail  which  would  require  attention  are  not  touched  upon.  As  regards 
the  question  of  a  code,  this  need  make  little  trouble;  it  would  be  open 
to  the  suitors  of  all  nations  coming  before  the  tribunal  to  plead  the  laws 
and  usages  of  their  own  countries  as  affecting  the  case  in  hand,  and  the 
court  would  allow  so  much  weight  to  these  as  seemed  just  in  each  case. 
In  process  of  time  the  series  of  decisions  made  by  the  tribunal  would  of 
themselves  make  a  sort  of  code,  or,  at  all  events,  furnish  a  basis  for  one, 
better  than  any  attempt  to  evolve  such  a  work  as  a  preliminary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewa^ 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


A. 

riraiiBlatioii.] 

.Vote  to  Ui  HighneM  ik€  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  on  ihe  proposed  changes  in  the  judioUU  relations 
between  foreigners  and  natives. 

The  Jurisdiction  which  goveniB  the  Europeans  in  Esypt  and  determines  their  rela- 
tioQii  with  the  government  and  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  has  no  longer  for 
Irakis  the  ^*  capitulation."  Of  these  capitulations  tnere  exists  now  only  the  name ;  they 
have  been  replaced  by  a  legislation  of  custom  which  is  arbitrary,  the  result  of  the  char- 
acter of  each  chief  of  aeency,  (principal  consular  officers,)  a  legislation  based  upon  pre- 
cedents more  or  less  baa,  which  the  force  of  circumstances  presumes  on  one  side,  and  the 
desire  to  give  facilities  for  the  establishment  of  foreigners  in  the  country  on  tlie  other, 
have  introduced  into  Egypt,  and  which,  in  point  of  fact,  leaves  the  government  >vithout 
strength  and  the  population  without  regular  justice  in  their  relations  yrith  £uroi)eau8. 
Thi8  state  of  things  profits  nobody — as  Tittle  the  general  interests  of  foreign  powers  as 
the  honest  population  of  the  country,  whether  native  oir  alien;  it  is  emj^oyed  to  the 
iDjory  of  the  country,  the  it^ury  of  the  government,  and  to  the  advantage  only  of  those 
who  make  it  their  business  to  turn  it  to  their  selfish  account. 

The  need  of  a  reform  is  keenly  felt;  the  European  colony  increasing,  the  foreign 
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affencies  (coiiBiilates)  themselves  underatand  the  necessity  of  this;  they  even  claim  it. 
Tlie  government  and  the  consulates  agree  as  to  the  principle  of  this  necessity.  Their 
diHagreemeut  begins  when  the  means  of  putting  the  principle  into  practice  is  reached. 
It  is  not  wished  to  have  any  hold  of  the  capitulations.  The  abuses  which  have  bc^n 
introduced  are  brought  forward  as  if  they  were  laws  or  principles  incapable  <Kf  aboli- 
iou.  In  one  word;,  the  end,  which  is  justice,  is  demanded ;  but  as  the  means  are  refused, 
it  results  from  this  that  Egypt  presents  to  view  a  state  where  the  native,  whether 

Elaintiff  or  defendant,  unable  to  find  justice,  is  in  fact  plundered,  and  is  even  happy  if 
e  gives  up  no  more  than  his  house  to  his  tenant. 

The  government  finds  itself  assailed  by  claims  which  the  oopsuls  themselves  often 
cannot  refrain  from  characterizing  as  scandalous.  The  population  puts  itself  on  its 
guai'd  against  the  European.  Is  tne  government  obliged,  while  it  sees  the  progress  of 
this  same  European,  in  tiie  fear  of  being  compromised,  to  hold  it  at  a  distance  f  Exam- 
ples are  not  wanting ;  it  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  them.  It  is  enough  to  know 
that  the  government,  in  the  space  of  four  years,  has  paid  712,000,000  of  indemnities. 
[This  is  understood  to  mean  72,000,000  francs,  about  $14,400,000,  and  probably  includes 
the  indemnity  of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  under  the  award  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon.] 
But  it  must  be  added  that,  paid  under  consular  pressure,  directly  or  indirectly  exer- 
cised, these  indemnities  are  characterized  and  represented  by  those  very  persons  who 
have  exercised  the  pressure  as  acts  of  generosity,  without  example,  on  the  part  of  his 
Highness.  If  only  tnis  were  the  end  of  the  evil !  But  the  government,  which  perceives 
that  process  can  only  come  to  it  from  Europe ;  which  aspires  to  the  introduction  of 
this  civilizing  element,  and  which  wishes  to  confide  to  it  the  great  works  on  which  are 
based  agriculture  and  commerce ;  which  wishes  to  attract  capital,  in  giving  it  a  remu- 
nerative employment — the  government  is  reduced  to  impotence,  and  finds  itself  obliged 
to  abandon  the  country  to  itself.  Of  all  the  works  intrusted  to  Europeans,  the  dry  dock 
at  Suez  alone  is  finished  j  all  the  others  are  either  unfinished  or  not  even  beg^un,  and, 
such  as  they  are,  have  given  and  give  ground  for  indemnities. 

The  manner  in  which  justice  is  exercised  tends  to  demoralize  the  country.  All  the 
eft'orts  of  his  Highness  are  broken  against  the  invasion  of  their  demoralization.  The 
Arab,  forced  to  see  Europe  in  the  light  of  the  European  who  takes  selfish  advantage  of 
him,  opposes  himself  to  the  progress  of  the  west,  and  accuses  the  Viceroy  and  hia  gov- 
ernment of  weakness  or  mistake. 

For  more.than  forty  years  the  Europeans  have  enjoyed  the  right  of  holding  real  esctate 
in  Eg>'pt ;  he  possesses  estates  said  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  and  legislation  of  the 
country.  The  consuls,  in  theory,  agree  with  regard  to  this  principle ;  but  in  practice, 
under  the  pretext  of  the  capitulations  which  shield,  they  say,  the  European,  the  Euro- 
pean owner  of  houses,  oi^xercisiug  a  trade,  pays  no  taxes ;  and  if  owner  of  a  fium,  he 
pays  no  titles;  the  consul  then  intervenes,  and  the  consul's  intervention  ends  almost 
always  in  a  non-payment. 

This  state  of  things,  contrary  to  the  spirit,  contrary  even  to  the  letter  of  the  capitu- 
lations, not  only  prevents  the  country  from  developing  its  resources,  from  furnishing  to 
the  industry  and  wealth  of  Europe  all  which  it  is  fitted  to  give  them,  but  puts  an  obsta- 
cle in  the  way  of  its  organization,  and  ruins  it  morally  as  well  as  materially. 

Your  Highness  has  thought  that  the  only  remedy  to  bring  to  this  state  of  things  is  the 
organization  of  a  good  system  of  justice,  presenting  to  Europe  all  the  guarantees  which 
she  has  the  right  to  ask. 

Your  Highness  has  thought  that  the  foreign  element  ought  to  enter  into  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  tribunals ;  in  fact,  this  element,  not  numerous  at  Cairo,  equals  at  Alexandria 
the  native  element;  a  number  of  Europeans  aro  established  in  the  provinces;  all  are 
merchants  or  workmen ;  their  relations  with  the  population  aro  consequently  of  every 
day,  of  every  hour,  so  to  speak.  This  element  ought  then  to  be  rogarded  in  the  organ- 
ization of  our  tribunals,  and  even  in  principle ;  guarantees  which  are  superfluous  ought 
to  be  given,  so  as  to  inspire  it  with  confidence  among  men  and  with  the  government. 

The  principle  is  the  complete  separation  of  justice  from  the  administration.  Justice 
ought  to  emanate  from  the  government,  not  to  depend  upon  the  government ;  it  ought 
no  more  to  depend  upon  the  government  than  upon  the  consulates.  To  be  able  to  attain 
the  object  which  your  Highness  prqposes,  the  foreign  powers  should  be  persuaded  of 
this  fact:  ^^  justice  emanates  from,  does  not  dex^end  upon,  the  government."  The  way  to 
inspire  this  conviction  is  to  have  a  body  of  magistracy.  In  met,  to  make  a  good  magis- 
trate, the  natural  equity  inherent  in  an  honest  native  is  not  enough ;  knowledge  of  the 
law  is  indisx)ensable ;  a  study,  a  complete  e<lucation.  Our  magistrates  now  in  service 
have  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  civil  and  religious  law  which  was  enough  when 
they  had  only  to  administer  equal  justice  to  a  population  homogeneous  in  its  customs 
and  its  wants.  But  now  necessities  require  new  laws,  and  the  Europeans,  in  establish- 
ing themselves  in  the  counti^,  have  brought  with  them  new  usages,  new  relations.  A 
mixed  system  has  begun  to  introduce  itself  in  our  laws  and  in  our  codes.  New  men 
accordingly  aro  required  to  apply  this  new  system.  It  is  required  that  Egypt  should  do 
for  the  administration  of  justice  what  Egypt  has  already  done  so  effectively  for  her 
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hTgi«ii«.  The  eompeteiit  element,  the  foreign  element,  has  been  introdnced,  and  thin 
element  htm  serrea  to  mold  the  native  element.  That  which  has  been  done  in  the 
material  order  most  be  done  in  the  moral  order— that  is,  in  the  organization  of  justice. 
The  necessity  of  this  mixed  system  has  made  itself  so  keenly  felt  that  since  many  years 
tiie  embassies  have  demanded  its  introduction  at  Constantmople.  Constantinople  has 
Mtabhshed  a  mixed  tribunal  of  commerce,  where  all  the  commercial  processes  between 
nstires  and  Europeans,  whether  plaintiff  or  defendants,  are  alike  judged. 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  this  system  and  to  apply  it  to  civil  and  criminal  cases.  The 
tribunal  of  commerce  sitting  at  Alexandria  and  Cairo  is  not,  properly  speaking,  a  tri- 
bunal; it  diifeni  from  that  of  Constantinople.  It  is  rather  a  jury ;  but  for  commercial 
qoestions  the  basis  of  the  institution,  such  as  it  is,  is  good,  and  deserves  to  be  retained; 
it  is  only  requisite  to  improve  it.  This  jury  or  tribunal,  instituted  originally  to  take 
cogiizance  of  commercial  lawsuits  arising  between  foreigners  and  natives,  whether 
plaintifb  or  defendant's,  is  in  point  of  fact  abandoned.  The  consuls  claim  cognizance  of 
cases  in  which  persons  of  their  nationality  apx^ear  as  defendants,  and  the  tribunal  offcen 
finds  itself  refused  bjr  them,  even  when  the  defendant  is  a  native.  They  justify  them- 
selves in  this  by  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  members  composing  the  tribunal.  I  do 
not  care  to  discuss  the  accusation  against  this  tribunal,  which  I  do  not  believe  well 
founded.  The  phrase  which  your  Highness  has  pronounced  is  enough  for  my  purpose : 
'*  Let  us  give  guarantees  even  that  are  superfluous.''  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  Highness  the  preservation  of  the  two  mixed  tri- 
bnuais  of  commerce  established  at  Cairo  and  Alexandria;  but  instead  of  three  members 
chosen  by  the  consuls  from  the  merchants  of  the  European  colony,  and  three  native 
members,  called  bv  the  government  to  sit  in  turn,  I  would  propose  to  your  Highness  to 
compose  thcEm  of  four  members  only,  two  of  whom  the  consuls  would  choose  from  the 
merchants  presenting  the  best  guarantees  and  the  best  known,  and  two  others  whom 
the  government  would  choose  from  the  natives  whose  relations  are  most  intimate  with 
the  Eoropeans.  The  same  as  is  now  done,  these  members  would  sit  in  turn.  I  would 
propose  to  your  Highness  to  give  the  presidency  to  an  Egyptian,  but  to  concede  the 
Tice-presidency  to  a  magistrate  selected  in  Europe ;  and  to  have  a  '^  guarantee  on  the 
snbjcNTt  of  his  character?^  it  would  do  well  to  address  the  ministry  of  justice,  [that  is  of 
the  county  from  which  ne  is  selected.]    This  magistrate  would  be  permanent. 

Above  these  tribunals  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  tribunal  of  appeal,  sitting  at 
Alexandria.  This  would  be  composed  of  three  Egyptian  members,  whom  your  Highness 
might  select  frt>m  our  young  men  who  have  studied  law  in  Europe,  and  three  other 
members,  competent  mag^trates,  whom  your  Highness  would  summon  from  Europe, 
addressing  for  their  choice  their  ^vemments. 

This  tribunal  would  perform  its  functions  under  the  presidency  of  an  Egyptian. 
Together  with  the  two  tribunals  of  commerce,  there  would  be  two  tribunals  for  civil 
cases.  They  might  be  composed  of  two  competent  members,  engaged  abroad,  and  two 
Egyptian  members,  always  under  the  presidency  of  an  Egyptian  subject. 

The  tribunal  of  appeal  sitting  at  Alexandria  would  have  also  among  its  ]M>wers  the 
revision  of  judgments  given  by  the  civil  tribunals. 

As  to  disputes  arising  from  questions  of  land  and  real  estate,  the  Europeans  have 
always  been  subject  to  our  tribunals.  These  tribunals  work  well ;  the  members  who 
compose  them  understand  the  business  from  the  bottom ;  the  foreign  element  would 
not  be  more  competent  in  the  matter.  I  propose  to  your  Highness  to  leave  them  as  they 
are. 

The  question  of  the  immovability  of  the  magistrates  has  attraeted  the  attention  of 
yoor  Highness.  Your  Highness,  after  mature  consideration,  has  thought,  and  with  rea- 
son, that  absolute  immovability  might  present  great  inconvenience  for  a  state  of  things 
that  is  new ;  that  an  engagement  of  five  years  for  the  magistrates  is  enough,  and  wul 
give  to  parties  in  suit  every  guarantee,  and  will  also  allow  time  both  for  your  govern- 
ment and  for  foreign  powers  to  judge  of  the  merit  of  the  new  institution. 

As  to  criminal  questions,  they  are  not  so  simple  as  the  civil  and  commercial.  Never- 
theless, they  can  be  resolved,  if  reference  is  had  both  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the 
capitulatione,  and  especially  to  the  state  of  things  under  Mebemet-Ali. 

In  fact,  how  were  affairs  earned  on  in  the  time  of  the  great  Viceroy  f  When  a  crime 
or  offense  was  committed  by  a  foreigner,  the  governor  of  the  citadel  took  jurisdiction  of 
it,  made  the  examination,  rendered  the  judgment,  and  sent  the  judgment  and  the  delin- 
quent to  his  consul  for  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  As  the  number  of  Europeans 
was  at  that  time  very  limited,  and  crimes  and  offenses  rare,  the  care  of  the  consuls  over 
persons  of  their  nationality  was  easier  and  more  effectual.  I  do  not  remember  any 
case  of  impunity  presenting  itself,  or  indeed  if  there  were  some  discreditable  tolerance, 
that  any  gave  nse  to  claims  or  produced  serious  inconveniences.  Such  affairs  passed 
off,  so  to  speak,  enfamille,  it  bemg  everybody's  interest  to  maintain  good  order,  and 
every  one  having  both  the  will  and  the  power  to  do  so. 

I  mnst,  however,  call  the  attention  of  your  Highness  to  the  fact  that  this  matter  of 
pioceeding  is  not  quite  in  conformity  to  the  capitulation,  which  by  no  means  removes 
ioreigneis  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  and  limit  themselves  to  granting  them, 
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in  criminal  cases,  the  privilege  of  beins  tried,  assisted  by  their  dragomen  or  inieipie- 
ters,  by  the  supreme  tribunal;  the  penalty  always  to  be  enforced. 

Since  Mehemet-Ali,  as  the  number  of  Europeans  increases,  and  consequently  the 
number  of  offenses  in  proportion,  the  government,  in  view  of  the  non-application  by 
the  consuls  of  the  sentences  which  it  decreed,  hoped  to  gain  its  object,  the  enforcement 
of  penalties,  by  including  in  the  examination  and  in  the  judgment  either  tiie  oonaol  or 
the  interpreter.  But  this  mode  of  proceeding,  which  at  the  beginning  produced  satis- 
factory results,  things  still  going  on,  as  I  have  said,  en/amiUe,  in  its  turn  degenerated. 
About  1848,  the«consuls,  under  uie  pressure  of  persons  of  their  nationality,  having  be- 
come arbiters  in  the  place  of  the  law,  found  themselves  powerless,  made  of  their  weak- 
ness a  principle,  and  were  led,  little  by  little,  by  pressure  of  circumstances,  to  assame 
makinc  examinations  for  themselves  outside  the  government,  or  at  any  rate  to  connect 
with  themselves  a  functionary  of  the  native  police,  under  pretext  that  as  the  penalty 
must  be  applied  and  executed  in  their  own  country,  the  examination  had  no  value 
except  as  it  was  conformable  to  their  own  laws.  Such  is  actually  the  utate  of  things, 
not  only  in  regard  to  crimes,  but  for  misdemeanors  and  simple  infiractions  of  law. 
Thus  justice  is  completely  given  over,  not  to  institutions,  but  to  the  arbitration  of  in- 
dividuals. The  position  of  the  government  is  no  longer  tolerable,  when  we  consider 
that  its  police  is  powerless  to  repress  the  most  trivial  infractions,  unable  even  to  cause 
the  execution  of  highway  regulations,  or  those  referring  to  stations  for  public  car- 
riages; for  if  one  consul  is  inclined  to  recall  to  order  on  the  demand  of  the  police  some 
coachman  who  refuses  to  take  his  place,  another  treats  the  affair  with  indififerenee, 
sometimes  for  the  reason  alone  that  his  colleagpie  takes  the  other  side. 

Thus,  Highness,  the  object  now  pursued  by  your  government  is  not  the  destruction 
of  the  capitulations,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  restore  to  them  both  letter  and  spirit,  by 
demanding  of  the  governments  the  abandonment  of  abuses  and  of  personal  arbitration. 
That,  in  fact,  is  the  spirit  of  the  capitulations ;  the  protection  of  foreigners,  but  not 
impunity  for  them;  that  is  their  letter;  the  judgment  of  foreigners  by  the  tribanalsof 
the  oountr>^,  with  the  guarantee  of  the  supreme  tribunal,  and  the  assistance  of  their 
drasomen. 

The  same  objection  is  made  to  your  Highness  regarding  the  civil  tribunals,  and 
objection  founded  on  the  absence  of  laws  and  of  magistrates  who  present  sufficient 
guarantees.  But  your  Highness,  in  your  desire  to  regulate  your  relations  with  the 
powers,  laying  aside  what  you  might  demand  as  a  natural  right,  and  resulting  from 
the  capitulations  themselves — the  right,  not  to  be  prescribed,  of  all  ^vemments  to 
apply  the  police  and  security  laws  to  all  who  live  within  your  jurisdiction,  (territory,) 
has  been  willing  to  apply  to  the  criminal  code  the  idea  which  you  had  conceived  for 
the  civil,  that  is,  to  institute  mixed  correctional  tribunals. 

The  capitulations  protect  inviolably  the  domicil  and  the  person  of  foreigners.  There 
is  no  thought  of  disturbing  this  principle ;  your  Highness,  m  fact,  wishes  to  streugfthen 
it ;  to  surround  Europeans  accused  of  crime  with  more  guarantees  than  are  granted  by 
the  capitulations;  instead  of  a  dragoman,  who  ia  but  a  silent  witness,  your  Highness 
grants  them  judges  chosen  in  Europe,  and  a  jury  half  of  Europeans  and  naif  native. 

If  mpre  guarantees  are  required,  your  Highness  will  give  tnem.  Your  object  is  the 
protection  of  honest  citizens,  more  and  more  endangered  by  the  impunity  enjoyed  by 
the  guilty. 

The  case  of  less  serious  infractions,  such  as  the  French  law  calls  d^Us  or  eaniravem' 
tionsy  will  be  submitted  to  the  same  mixed  tribunals.  In  all  cases  appeal  will  be  made 
to  the  superior  tribunal  established  at  Alexandria ;  this  power  of  appeal  presents  all 
the  guarantees  desired.  All  penalties  should  be  applied  in  Egypt,  except  in  the  ease 
of  imprisonment,  which  should  be  enforced  in  the  respective  consulates  if  this  should 
be  exacted  by  the  consul.  With  the  organization  of  the  tribunals  there  would  be  occa- 
sion to  Kive  attention  to  the  legislation  which  they  should  follow  and  apply.  The  com- 
mercial legislation  now  followed  in  Egypt  is  that  of  Constantinople,  accepted  by  the 
foreign  powers,  ''The  French  Code  of  Commerce.''  For  civil  affairs  your  Highness  has 
the  intention  to  summon  a  commission  of  foreign  jurisconsults,  who,  assembled  with 
our  lawyers,  would  reconcile  the  provisions  of  the  Code  Napoleon  with  those  of  our 
own  legislation.  This  reconciliation  is  already  half  made;  the  work  would  neither  be 
long  nor  difficult.  This  commission  would  also  be  charged  to  put  our  penal  laws  m 
harmony  with  those  of  the  French  jienal  code. 

To  sum  up,  that  which  your  HlKhness  asks,  whether  as  regards  civil  or  criminal 
affairs,  is  the  return  to  the  capitulations,  and  not  only  a  return  pure  and  simple,  but 
on  the  contrary  a  return  which  would  allow  t<o  foreigners  gpiarantees  far  sujierior  to 
those  which  the  capitulations  ^ve  them.  In  fact,  according  to  the  capitulations,  it  is 
a  native  tribunal  which  gives  judgment  in  presence  of  the  dragoman,  a  mere  witness 
without  voice  in  the  deliberations ;  according  to  the  reform  proposed,  your  Highness, 
instead  of  this  mute  witness,  gives  to  foreigners  the  guarantee  of  a  tribunal  in  the 
composition  of  which  enters  a  European  element,  and  a  code  revised  in  conformity 
with  European  penal  and  civil  laws. 

The  organization  proposed  by  your  Highness,  calculated  upon  the  Judicial  organiza- 
tion of  Algeria,  offers,  it  seems  to  me,  all  the  desirable  guarantees. 
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It  would  i^tpear  impoonble  to  your  Highnefls  tliat  the  foreifi:n  powers  should  reftise 
to  admit  them.  Hitherto,  on  the  contrary,  the  foreign  powers  nave  availed  themselves 
of  every  opportunity  to  come  to  the  support  of  the  material  and  moral  development 
in  Eg^t.  To-day,  placed  in  presence  of  the  real  state  of  l^e  country  in  refusing  the 
establishment  of  the  most  precious  guarantees,  they  would  put  themselves  in  the  posi- 
tion of  denying  not  only  the  progress,  but  even  the  very  existence,  of  Egypt. 

NUBAE. 


[TrmnaUtion.] 

Some  eipUnuiHoma  of  the  gMorantees  which  will  fte  presented  hy  the  Judicial  organization  pro- 

poeed  for  EgjfpU 

The  mmnty  in  the  tribunals  which  the  ^vemment  proposes  to  organize  will  rest 
with  the  European  magistrates.  These  magistrates  will  be  appointed  by  the  Egyptian 
government,  and  chosen  by  it  among  the  magistrates  in  Europe.  The  grovemmeut  will 
ionoond  itself  for  this  choice  with  SX  possible  precautions.  The  making  choice  fix>m 
magistrates  already  in  office  is  itself  a  guarantee,  because  the  French  government,  for 
example,  is  always  &ee  to  accord  or  refuse  its  permission  to  the  magistrates  who  would 
hare  been  chosen.  Irremovabilitv  will  be  granted  to  the  magistrates  either  in  the 
beginning  or  alter  a  certain  time,  three  or  four  years  for  instance.  Add  to  these  guar- 
ntees,  already  so  effective  in  themselves,  the  publicity  of  proceedings,  the  complete 
liberty  of  defense,  the  institution  of  the  court  of  appeal,  and  the  Egyptian  tribunals 
vill  i«eeent  the  same  guarantees  as  the  tribunals  in  Europe.  But  if  there  is  added 
also  the  right,  which  would  be  granted  to  the  party  in  suit,  or  to  his  consul,  to  refuse 
one  of  the  judsee  of  the  tribunal,  without  giving  reasons  for  his  refusal,  there  is  a 
gnarantee  whicn  I  will  call  substantial.  Moreover,  when  the  difference  of  position  is 
coaiidered,  tiie  advantage  on  the  side  of  EjB^ypt  is  obvious,  for  in  France  or  England 
a  magistrate  has  only  to  encounter  the  public  opinion  of  a  homogeneous  public,  while 
in  E^pt  two  camps  are  watching  him,  the  Moslem  and  the  Christian,  and  in  this  latter 
nxteen  different  nationalities  restless  and  eager.  Under  these  conditions^  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible^  that  a  magistrate  should  be  false  to  the  law  and  give  judgment 
sgainst  his  conacienee.  The  clerks  and  officers  of  the  court  would  be  chosen  in  Europe 
from  the  pereoms  who  have  exercised  or  still  exercise  the  functions  of  minist^ial  officers. 

CivU  cases  b^ween  natives  will  be  submitted  to  these  tribunals,  (questions  of  state, 
as  auuria^  divorce,  du:.,  between  natives  will  necessarily  remain  for  resort  to  the 
existiDg  tribunals,  but  the  tribunals  may  be  attached  to  tiie  general  organization  in 
nch  manner  as  not  to  make  a  separate  body. )  Civil  questions  l^tween  natives  and  for- 
^gners,  whether  plaintiffs  or  deiendants,  wiU  be  submitt<ed  to  these  tribunals.  Com- 
meneial  questions  between  natives,  or  between  natives  and  foreigners,  will  be  submitted 
to  these  tribunals,  which,  in  these  cases,  will  summon  as  assessors  merchants  selected 
from  the  well-known  Europeans  and  Arabs  of  the  country. 

The  inconvemiences  which  arise  from  fifteen  or  sixteen  foreign  Jurisdictions  for  the 
peisoDs  of  the  nationality  at  the  different  consulates  in  the  questions  of  litigation 
which  arise  every  day  amonff  them  are  always  increasing ;  it  would  be  desirable,  there- 
fise,  in  their  own  interest,  that  the  processes  between  Europeans  of  different  nation- 
alities should  be  submitted  to  these  tribunals,  or  at  least  that  this  should  be  permitted 
with  the  consent  of  both  parties.  But  the  power  of  these  tribunals  will  not  cover  law- 
raits  between  Europeans  of  the  same  nationality.  Hie  tribunal  will  have  power  over 
ill  qaeetions  which  concern  the  administration  of  the  domains  of  the  Viceroy  (pres- 
ent and  pasit)  and  of  the  princes.  It  will  take  cognizance  of  all  the  demands  made 
bj  the  government  against  private  persons,  natives  or  Europeans,  and  of  all  such  as 
iBsj  be  broDght  against  the  government  by  such  private  persons  for  the  execution  of 
B  eontract.  rfevertheless,  it  is  understood  that  the  tribunal  cannot  ordain  any  meas- 
nn  which  may  be  of  the  nature  to  prevent  or  suspend  the  execution  of  an  act  of 
sdministration ;  it  will  take  cognizance  simply  of  claims  for  indemnity  brought  against 
tbe  government  on  aeoount  of  acts  of  administration  alle^^  to  be  contrary  to  an 
ea^agement  or  concession  previouslv  granted.  Mere  violations  of  police  regulations 
^ght  he  Jndged  li^  the  civu  tribunal,  or  better  by  a  European  magi^bate  delegated  by 
the  tribunal  and  sitting  at  the  police  office.  Punishment  in  correctional  matters  will 
be  nonounced  by  the  tribunal  composed  of  two  European  magistrates  and  one  native, 
and  if  Uiou^t  necessary,  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  Punishment  in  criminal  matters 
win  be  {^QCMunced  by  a  court  composed  of  three  magistrates,  of  which  three  will  be 
Enropeaos  and  one  native,  on  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  The  composition  of  the  ^ury  lists, 
the  number  of  jurors,  their  manner  of  voting,  whether  by  majority  or  unanimity,  are 
;  the  questions  which  should  be  settled  by  the  commission  of  jurisconsulst  which 
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will  come  to  Egypt  to  determine  the  proceedore  and  adopt  the  European  law  to  the 
wants  of  the  country. 

This  same  commission  might  determine  the  conditions  nnder  which  the  officers  of 
police  will  have  the  right  to  make  an  arrest,  or  to  enter  houses ;  it  will  fix  the  terms 
within  which  preliminary  investigations  should  be  concluded :  but  it  is  important  that 
it  should  be  understood  after  this  that  these  conditions,  once  fulfilled,  the  action  of  the 
police  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  the  consuls,  for  the  Viceroy  having  the  responsi- 
bility of  maintaining  order  in  Egypt,  it  is  necessary  to  establish  as  a  principle  that  he 
ought  to  have  the  means  to  fulfill  this  responsibility.  The  police  must  possess,  as 
regards  foreigners,  the  same  powers  as  regards  natives ;  and  in  order  that  thieves  and 


Cgypt,  It  is  necessary  to  establish  as  a  pnncipi 
ulfill  this  responsibility.  The  police  must  p 
jic^oxuo  Auxci(^u«?xo,  Luo  Duuic  puWcrs  as  regards  natives;  and  in  order  that  tbA^?**^  auu 
assassins  may  no  longer  be  seen  after  having  fired  a  pistol,  or  being  taken  breaking 
open  a  safe,  walking  about  at  Alexandria,  thanks  to  the  intervention  of  the  consuls,  the 
police  must  have  the  right  to  put  in  execution  the  regulations  of  the  highway,  and  other 
police  regulations,  without  having  recourse  to  the  consulates. 

The  establishment  of  the  tribunals  is  only  half  of  the  or^^anization ;  nothing  will  be 
accomplished  if  judgments  are  obtained  which  are  not  put  m  execution. 

If  the  tribunals  present  the  desired  guarantees,  and  if  accordingly  they  are  accepted, 
there  will  be  no  objection,  I  think,  that,  as  in  France,  the  officers  of  these  tribunals 
should  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  with  power  to  require  the  officers 
of  police  if  necessary. 

This  mode  of  proceeding  is  all  the  more  necessarv  now  the  consuls  have  for  a  princi- 
ple (not  at  all  admitted  by  the  government)  to  make  the  government  respomnble  for 
the  execution  of  sentences  given  against  natives.  The  representative  of  the  tribunal 
proceeding  to  the  execution  of  its  judgment,  with  the  assistance  of  the  public  force  in 
case  of  ncM,  this  pretended  solidarity  will  disappear,  and  with  it  many  really  petty  ques- 
tions which  are  raised  to  the  rank  of  diplomatic  questions.  It  is  very  evident  that  i^ 
for  example,  the  government  should  refuse  the  aid  of  the  public  force  for  the  exeeution 
of  a  judgment,  the  diplomatic  intervention  of  the  consuls  would  immediately  have  a 
reason  for  existing. 

Thus,  neither  the  government  nor  the  consulates  will  be  able  to  interfere  with  the 
execution  of  the  sentence,  either  to  prevent  or  suspend  it. 

If  the  consulates  were  charged  with  the  execution,  if  they  had  even  only  the  power 
to  interfere,  the  firmness  of  some  might  take  example  from  the  weakness  or  want  of 
power  of  others,  and  we  should  foil  back  with  arbitrariness  and  the  present  confusion, 
if,  in  order  to  execute  a  sentence,  it  is  necessarv  for  the  officer  to  enter  a  private  house, 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  domicile  is  violated  by  the  government.  It  is  not  the  gov- 
ernment who  forces  itself  in,  it  is  the  law,  represent^  by  the  officer  of  the  tribun^ 
and  the  law  penetrates  everywhere. 

Besides  questions  of  organization  for  civil,  commercial,  and  criminal  justice,  there  is 
room  for  regulating  difierent  points  which  are  connected  with  simple  administratioii, 
for  instance,  in  relation  to  highways  or  to  taxes.  Thus,  a  European  who  wants  to  build 
in  Alexandria,  does  it  without  the  preliminary  authorization  of  the  council  on  highways 
or  that  of  fortifications ;  whenever  he  finds  against  him  the  reflations  of  these  coun- 
cils, no  native  workman  can  labor  for  him  under  these  conditions,  to  be  sure,  but  he 
engages  European  workmen ;  his  building  is  raised  and  finished  under  the  eyes  of  ^e 
authorities,  who  appeal  in  vain  to  his  consulate,  which  answers  not  at  all,  or  after  the 
building  is  completed. 

The  capitulations  have  never  pretended  to  remove  from  the  action  of  government 
any  European  who  puts  himself  in  opposition  to  the  local  laws.  In  the  present  state 
of  disorder,  it  is  necessary  in  such  cases  that  the  government  should  bring  an  action 
against  the  opposing  party  before  the  consul ;  and  the  consul,  on  this  very  account, 
interprets  and  comments  upon  the  regulations  made  by  the  government,  and  has,  con- 
sequently, power  to  approve  or  annul  them. 

The  capitulations,  and  even  French  jurisprudence,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  do  not 
authorize  the  holding  of  real  estate  by  Europeans  in  Egypt.  This  is  a  g^at  misfortime 
for  Egypt;  therefore  not  only  is  it  tolerated  in  Egypt,  but  even  recognized  and  estab- 
lished for  more  than  forty  years.  Europeans  buy,  sell,  in\jierit  property,  like  the  natives, 
in  their  own  names,  inscribed  upon  the  registers  of  the  Melkiemes. 

It  is  just  that  European  proprietors  shomd  be  submitted  to  the  same  expenses  as  the 
native,  and  that  the  laws  in  this  case,  laws  well  known,  fixed,  and  determined,  should 
be  applied  as  to  the  native.  This  is  a  principle  admitted  and  recognized ;  no  cx>nsulate 
really  denies  it.  But  in  application  this  principle  is  becoming  impossible.  A  European 
possesses  a  farm;  he  does  not  pay  his  taxes ;  can  the  government  proceed  with  him  as 
with  a  native,  that  is,  deprive  him  of  a  part  of  his  land,  which,  sold  at  public  auction, 
would  restore  to  the  exchequer  the  amount  due  to  it  f  Government  cannot  do  this :  it 
must  address  itself  to  a  coneml,  who  may  or  may  not  give  an  answer,  and  who  finally, 
whether  he  insists  upon  payment  or  not,  becomes  the  arbiter  and  judge  of  the  laws  of 
the  government.  An  examination  may  be  made,  if  desired,  whether  anything  can  be 
momfied  in  the  present  regulations  so  as  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  all ;  bat 
it  is  necessary  to  leave  to  the  Egvptian  authority,  alone  and  without  the  intervention 
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of  the  consulates,  administratiYe  action  and  Jurisdiction  in  such  juatters,  and  the  gov- 
erniui'nt  must  not  abandon  this  principle. 

This  action  and  jurisdiction  are  a  public  right,  and  the  capitulations  never  were 
intended  to  take  them  from  Egypt. 

NUBAR. 


C. 

[Tnmdatloii.] 
Extract  from  a  pamphlet  hy  P.  Maunoury, 

What  shall  be  said  of  certain  consulates  -where  it  is  impossible  to  ^t  justice  f  The 
least  had  are  those  which,  in  the  interest  of  persons  of  their  nationality,  hold  back  the 
decision  and  even  the  execution  of  their  Judgments  until  the  foreign  plaintiffs  are 
worn  out. 

Thns,  upon  many  complaints  laid  before  the  tribunal  of  Persia,  not  one  Judgment  has 
been  passed. 

[Note. — ^Were  the  capitulations  intended  for  unchristiauized  Asiatics?] 

The  consulate  of  Fiance  was  oblised,  in  the  affair  of  Marquet  &  Co.  ta,  Hanna 
Giamati,  to  interfere  with  the  Spaniui  consulate  to  compel  them  to  protest  a  bill  of 
exchange  for  non-payment. 

There  is  a  consulate  general  of  Brazil,  although  not  a  single  Brazilian  is  established 
in  Egypt.  The  consul  general,  an  Italian,  in  oraer  to  create  for  himself  a  nation,  had 
to  nut  all  the  members  of  his  family  under  the  protection  of  his  flag.  His  nephew, 
Abd-allah-el-AdUiy  attached  to  the  consulate,  became  bankrupt.  The  difficulties  thus 
earned  were  Judged,  in  spite  of  the  creditors,  by  the  uncle  of  the  bankrupt,  all  demands 
being  refusecL 

The  denials  of  Justice  on  the  part  of  the  consul  general  of  Greece  have  been  so 
violent,  that  one  day,  in  full  hearing  of  the  French  tribunal,  at  the  trial  of  an  affair 
begun  by  a  Greek  a&iftinst  a  Frencmnan,  Mr.  Fricon,  French  consul,  president  of  the 
tribnnaL  summoned  oefore  him  the  plaintiff,  and  said  to  him  word  for  word  as  fol- 
lows: "  Your  afiair  is  erased  from  the  docket.  Go  and  tell  your  consul  that  as  soon  as 
he  begins  to  render  Justice  to  the  French,  I  will  render  it  to  persons  of  his  nationality.^ 

It  is  useless  to  say  that  the  local  tribunals  leave  as  much  to  be  desired  as  does  con- 
sular justice. 

About  a  year  since  the  European  Judges  of  the  mixed  tribunal  at  Cairo  sent  in  their 
ilfiignation  en  muuse,  on  account  of  the  partialities  which  they  had  witnessed. 

Something  quite  curious  has  presented  itself  in  connection  with  these  mixed  tiibnnals. 
They  were  instituted  as  tribunals  of  commerce. 

Now,  as  none  of  their  members  clearly  understood  the  distinction  between  civil  and 
commercial  affairs,  for  several  years  they  passed  Judgment  indiscriminately  on  all  ques- 
tions arising  between  Europeans  and  natives. 

At  the  beginning  of  1867  they  bethought  themselves  to  decide  that  they  were  incom- 
petent in  civil  matters — a  wise  decision.  But  now  comes  a  difficulty.  Possibly  a  local 
eivil  tribunal  may  exist ;  but  we  can  affirm  that  there  is  not  a  single  person  who  might 
be  the  subject  of  its  Jurisdiction,  nor  even  a  European  lawyer,  who,  ailer  careful 
research,  knows  where  this  tribunal  holds  its  sittin|(s.    . 

So  that,  for  the  last  ten  months,  no  civil  complamt  can  be  brought  by  a  European 
against  a  local  subject. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

^0. 116.]  Agency  and  Consulate  General 

OF  THE  United  States  op  America, 

Alexandria^  Egypiy  March  20, 1868. 

Sir:  The  second  annual  sesrion  of  the  Egyptian  assembly  of  repre- 
sentatives was  opened  by  the  Viceroy  in  person,  with  an  address,  In  the 
palace  of  the  citadel  at  Cairo,  on  the  16th  instant  The  address  of  his 
Highness  was  read  in  Arabic  by  Kairi  Bey. 

It  mentions  among  results  of  the  preceding  session,  attained  during 
the  year  past,  the  opening  of  government  schools  at  Benha  and  Osiut, 
the  accomplishment  of  uie  abolition  of  the  system  of  the  Ohdis,  or 
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farming  out  of  the  collection  of  the  rerenue,  the  continued  progress  of 
public  works,  and  the  taking  of  a  new  census,  which,  however,  is  not 
yet  completed. 

To  the  attention  of  members  during  the  present  session  are  recom- 
mended measures  for  conservation  of  public  health,  for  preventing 
deterioration  in  the  cotton  culture  of  the  country,  and  for  promoting  tlie 
interests  of  agriculture  in  general,  canals,  dikes,  and  bridges,  as  well  as 
the  perfection  of  the  system  established  last  year  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  by  monthly  installments. 
The  president  of  the  assembly  for  this  session  is  Abdallah  Pacha. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HALR 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


Mr.  Bale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  124.J  Agency  and  CoNSULATif  General 

OP  THE  United  States  of  America, 

Alexandria,  Egypt,  June  6, 1868. 

Sm :  For  the  first  time  an  official  account  has  been  published  of  the 
state  of  Egyptian  government  finances.  A  translation  is  contained  in 
this  dispatch. . 

The  original  publication  forms  an  appendix  to  a  report  made  to  the 
assembly  of  representatives  now  sitting  at  Cairo^  and  covers  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year  1585  of  the  Coptic  calendar,  of  which  the  beginning 
corresponds  to  24th  September,  1868.  The  original  account  is  stated  in 
"purses,"  but  it  is  here  changed  into  dollars  at  the  rate  of  twenty-fi\^ 
dollars  in  gold  to  the  purse.* 

The  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  are  set  down  as  follows: 

EXPENSES. 

Civil  list  of  the  Viceroy $1, 500, 000 

Allowances  to  members  of  his  family 553, 638 

Tribute  to  Constantniople 3, 291, 688 

Department  of  the  interior 67, 251 

Department  of  war  and  military  schools 3, 500, 000 

Department  of  finance 403, 131 

Department  of  foreign  affairs 65, 069 

Civil  and  commercial  tribunals 192, 742 

Provincial  administration 860, 592 

Navy  department  and  marine  arsenal 1, 002, 680 

Department  of  public  works 27, 345 

Board  of  health  and  hospitals 191, 258 

Governments  at  Cairo,  Alexandria,  Damietta,  Rosetta,  El- 

Arich,  Suez,  and  of  the  canal 791, 023 

Police  at  Cairo  and  Alexandria 331, 680 

Department  of  public  instruction — schools 369, 230 

Employes  of  customs 137,933 

Pensions  of  widows  and  of  the  harems •. 208, 633 

Pensions  of  employ^  out  of  service 486, 326 

Pensions  of  persons  en  disponibilM,  (retired  list)   218, 531 

*  Exactly,  jthe  "purse''  is  worth  |24  95i. 
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Pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  the  hospice  of  the  Hecyaz,  (enter- 
tainment of  indigent  pilgrims) $372,  704 

Reserve  fnnd  for  care  of  canals,  &c 1, 000, 000 

Payment  dne  Bank  of  Saxony  for  loan 1, 292, 600 

Payment  on  the  loan  of  je5,000,000  sterling 3, 023, 933 

Payment  on  the  loan  secured  by  the  railway 3, 375, 938 

Payment  of  treasury  notes  and  me^jidich  coupons 266, 850 

23, 530,  675 
Surplus  for  the  year 12, 922, 115 

36,  452,  790 
The  other  side  of  the  account  is  stated  as  follows : 

BECEIPTS. 

Land  tax,  tithes,  personal  tax,  tax  on  palm  trees,  and  pro- 
duet  of  various  undertakings $22, 872,  790 

5ew  tax  of  one-sixth  additional  of  the  amount  of  land  tax 
and  tithes,  to  be  continued  for  four  years  altogether, 
namely,  the  Coptic  years  1584  to  1587,  inclusive,  amount 

for  one  year 3,  750, 000 

Customs 2,  475,  000 

Bailway 1,  725, 000 

Locks  and  other  public  works 1 .      1, 990, 000 

Net  revenue  of  the  Soudan 375, 000 

Income  of  government  property,  sheep,  oil,  and  interests  on 

shares  in  Suez  canal 2, 382, 500 

5etty  and  miscellaneous 882, 500 

36,  452,  790 

*  — 

This  estimate  shows  a  surplus  for  the  Coptic  year  1585  of  nearly 
$13,000,000.  It  is  stated  that  the  Coptic  year  1584,  of  which  three 
months  remain,  will  show  a  surplus  of  half  a  million  dollars. 

I  inclose  a  translation  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  assembly. 
The  recommendations  of  the  rei)ort  were  adopted  by  the  assembly ;  but 
the  suggestion  for  an  internal  loan  appears  to  have  been  found  incon- 
venient. Almost  immediately  after  the  Viceroy's  departure,  as  men- 
tioned in  my  dispatch  Ko.  122,  it  was  announced  that  a  loan  for  six  mil- 
lions sterling  had  been  arranged  by  the  Egyptian  government  with  the 
hanking  house  of  H.  Oppenheim,  Neven  &  Co.,  on  terms  mutually  sat- 
ifi&ctory ;  the  precise  details  of  this  financial  operation  are  not  yet 
known. 

A  good  deal  of  outcry  is  made  in  the  European  press  about  the  new 
tax  imposing  an  increase  of  one-sixth,  or  16§  jjer  cent,  on  previous  taxes  j 
to  continue  for  four  years.  If,  however,  this  exceptional  taxation  be  com- 
pared with  the  extra  income  tax  assessed  in  Great  Britain  to  defray  the 
cost  of  the  Abyssinian  war,  or  with  the  still  more  exceptional  measures 
of  finance  now  pending  in  Austria,  something  of  excuse  may  be  found 
for  a  government  like  that  of  Egypt,  which  may  be  said  to  have  learned 
foreign  lesscms  of  finance  by  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  book. 
Who  shidl  say  that  pupil  is  blamable  more  than  preceptor  for  this  inver- 
sion! 
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You  will  not  fail  to  notice  the  comparatively  small  sum  collected  at 
the  custom-house.  Thirty-four  millions  of  doUars  internal  taxes  paid  by 
less  than  five  millions  of  people  in  Egypt,  averages  $7  a  head.  Taxed  at 
that  rate  per  head,  the  thirty  millions  of  population  in  the  United  States 
would  pay  $210,000,000. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  savant, 

CHABLES  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


[TransUitioii.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly <,  consisting  of  Haggi  Tousouf  Ahd^UTaltahf  Mokam- 
med  Saxd  Bey,  and  Ibrahim  Ejfenai-^l-chekri. 

The  Egyptian  govemnient  owes  for  debts  contracted  under  the  present  reign  and  that 
preceding  it,  a  total  sum  of  £22,000,000  sterling,  of  which  £2,400,000  sterling  were  bor- 
rowed by  Said  Pacha,  payable  by  installments  spread  over  tweny  years ;  £5,000,000  ster- 
ling borrowed  by  the  present  Viceroy  to  cancel  old  debts  payable  by  installments  spread 
over  fifteen  years ;  besides  £1,000,000  sterling  which  remains  due  to  the  Suez  Cftoal 
Company. 

But  it  is  proper  to  take  into  consideration  that  during  the  five  years  which  have 
passed  since  his  accession,  his  Highness  has  paid  £8,000,000  sterling  for  matters  prop- 
erly chargeable  to  the  revenues  of  the  government. 

That  which  remains  to  be  paid  in  the  financial  years  1584, 1585,  and  1586  of  fhe  Coptic 
calendar,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  minister  of  finances,  amounts  to  £6,101,570 
sterling,  besides  interest. 

The  committee  has  ascertained,  moreover,  that  the  government  has  spent  tor  oliriects 
and  works  of  general  interest,  various  sums  amounting  to  £6,000,000  sterling.  These 
comprise  the  dry  dock  and  harbor  of  Suez,  the  locks,  bridges,  and  aqueducts  in  the 
provinces,  one  bridge  and  several  streets  in  Alexandria,  several  lines  and  branches  of 
railway,  the  settlement  of  various  debts,  military  and  naval  stores  now  on  hand,  and 
steamships. 

From  what  precedes,  it  follows  that  the  government  has  paid  for  debts  and  interesCi 
of  the  preceding  Teign  and  works  of  public  utility,  a  total  of  £14,000,000  sterling,  and 
this  has  been  done  notwithstanding  the  decrease  of  the  receipts  from  customs  duties 
arising  from  the  sliding^-scale  reduction  from  12  per  cent,  to  1  x)er  cent,  whic^has  taken 
place  m  the  export-  duties. 

For  although  the  duties  on  imports  are  maintained  at  7  per  cent.,  the  difference  on 
tliat  side  is  not  le^s,  on  account  of  the  small  importance  of  the  amount  of  imports  com- 
pared to  that  of  exports. 

The  amount  which  must  be  paid  in  these  years,  1584, 1585,  and  1586,  after  deducting 
the  balance  of  the  budget,  is  £6,000,000  sterling,  besides  interest.  The  committee 
accordingly  has  come  to  the  oonclusion  that,  for  the  good  of  the  country,  it  wiU  be  beet 
to  avoid  a  foreign  loan,  by  means  of  the  following  measures : 

1.  Establish  an  extraordinary  tax  equal  to  an  addition  of  one-sixth  of  the  present 
taxation  on  lands  paying  tax  and  tithe,  on  the  palm  trees,  and  on  the  personal  tax,  for 
four  years,  that  is,  1584  to  1587,  inclusive.  This  one-sixth  is  scarcely  equal  to  what  was 
formerly  paid  the  government  under  the  name  of  customs  duty ;  for  customs  duties, 
although  paid  by  the  merchants,  fall  in  the  end  upon  the  producers.  This  one-sixth, 
moreover,  is  only  provisional,  and  will  only  contiuue  for  the  four  years  already  men- 
tioned ;  it  is  to  be  understood  that  each  year  one-sixth  will  be  coUected  in  addition  to 
the  taxes  already  established,  as  above  mentioned. 

The  collection  of  the  one-sixth  will  be  made  by  a  new  bureau,  distinct  from  the  ordi- 
nary bureau,  and  will  be  kept  in  a  separate  account.  The  one-sixth  for  the  cnrreut 
year  wiU  be  collected  with  taxes  of  this  year,  as  yet  unpaid,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  this  year.  The  one-sixth  for  the  three  following  years  wiU  be  collected  witii  the 
ordinary  taxes  at  the  times  fixed  for  their  collection  by  the  decree  of  last  year  to  that 
effect. 

2.  A  loan  to  cover  what  remains  to  be  paid. 

By  these  means  and  with  the  aid  of  God  we  may  succeed  to  meet  the  obligations  of 
the  government. 
[Keport  made  to  the  assembly  16th  May ;  printed  3d  June,  1868.] 
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Mr.  Rale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  130.]  AaENGY  AND  CONSITLATB  GENERAL 

OF  THE  United  States  of  Amebioa, 

Alexandria^  Egypt^  October  19, 1868. 

SiB:  It  was  not  until  after  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  that  the  faet 
was  allowed  to  become  public,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  day  when  the 
Viceroy  returned  to  Alexandria,  (22d  September,)  an  attempt  was 
apparently  made  upon  his  life  in  the  following  manner :  The  Viceroy, 
accompanied  by  Cherif  Pacha,  IsmaiQ  Pacha  Monfatich,  and  ShaYn  Pacha, 
were  going  about  the  illuminated  streets  of  Alexandria  in  an  open  car- 
riage, when  twQ  balls  were  dropped  from  the  second  story  of  a  house  as 
thej  were  passing  it.  One  of  these  balls,  in  its  fall,  broke  the  splash- 
board covering  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  carriage,  where  it  stuck  for  a 
few  instants  before  reaching  the  ground ;  the  other  fell  behind  the  car- 
riage and  was  immediately  picked  up  by  one  of  the  officers  in  attend- 
ance. Each  of  these  balls  consisted  of  a  compact  mass  of  metal,  of  the 
size  of  a  man's  head,  closed,  and  weighing  four  or  five  pounds,  armed 
with  a  number  of  pointed  barbs,  each  about  six  inches  long  and  resem- 
bling the  barbed  spear  heads  used  by  savages.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
tbat  a  ball  of  this  kind,  falling  from  a  height  against  any  x>er8on,  would 
cause  death ;  happily,  both  of  them  missed  touching  any  person.  The 
Yiceroy  maintained  a  perfectly  calm  demeanor,  and  no  other  persons 
than  his  immediate  attendants  knew  what  had  occurred  until  many  days 
afterwards. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  public  notice  was  first  taken  of  the  occurrence, 
by  an  address  made  to  the  Viceroy  at  the  palace  of  Abbassieh,  in  Cairo, 
by  Cherif  Pacha,  and  immediately  published.  In  this  address  the  min- 
ister spoke  of  the  profound  regret  with  which  the  functionaries  of  gov- 
ernment of  all  grades  had  learned  of  the  attempt  against»the  life  of  the 
Viceroy,  and  of  the  thankfulness  of  the  people  that  the  attempt  had 
failed.    ^ 

On  the  7th  of  October,  the  Viceroy  having  returned  from  Cairo  to 
^Uexandria,  the  consuls  general  attended  at  the  palace  of  Easel-tin  with 
an  address  in  the  following  terms : 

Highness  :  The  consular  body  having  learned  with  profound  indignation  of  the 
attempt  of  which  your  Highneas  has  failed  to  be  the  victim,  we  hasten  to  present  our- 
wlves  before  you,  moved  by  a  unanimous  sentiment,  for  the  purpose  of  protesting 
a^inst  so  odious  an  act ;  and,  in  offering  you  our  sincere  felicitations,  to  unite  our 
wiidies  with  those  of  your  subjects  for  the  prolongation  of  your  liie  and  the  prosperity 
of  your  reign. 

To  which  the  Viceroy  replied  in  the  following  terms : 

Gektlemen  :  I  am  much  touched  by  the  felicitations  which  the  diplomatic  body 
expresses  to  me  with  so  much  of  sympathy  and  friendship,  and  I  thank  you.  Provi- 
dence evidently  protects  a  ruler  who  devotes  himself  to  the  noble  task  of  regenerating 
bi«  ])eople.  As  an  Egyptian  prince,  I  shaU  continue  to  fidfiU  my  duties  of  patriotism 
and  devotion.  Such  a  crime  as  this  changes  neither  my  opinions  nor  my  jirinciples. 
My  son  after  me  wiU  pursue  my  policy  for  the  happiness  of  Egypt  and  the  honor  of  my 
reign. 

A  great  number  of  addresses  from  various  bodies  and  associations 
were  also  presented  on  the  same  and  subsequent  days,  and  received 
replies. 

Special  services  of  thanksgiving  were  organized  in  the  various  Chris- 
tian churches,  and  in  the  Jewish  synagogue,  and  in  some  of  the  mosques. 
As  these  services  were  attended  generally  by  one  or  more  of  the  princi- 
pal ministers,  they  necessarily  took  place  on  successive  days. 
11  D  0— VOL.  n. 
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The  special  service  at  the  chapel  of  the  American  missionaries  took 
place  yesterday.  The  native  congregation  was  present  to  the  number  of 
about  100.  I  was  present  with  the  officers  of  the  consulate  general,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Egyptian  government  attended  Zoulfikar  Pacha,  Achmed 
Pacha,  Dramaly,  and  Bthen  Bey.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  B.  F  Pinkerton,  resident  missionary,  chiefly  in  the  Arabic  lan- 
guage. He  pronounced  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  the  Viceroy,  and  for  wisdom  to  be  granted  to  him  in  the  rule  of  the 
country ;  and  taking  several  texts  from  Scripture  in  which  obedience  to 
the  constituted  authorities  is  enjoined  by  Holy  Writ,  he  pronounced  an 
impressive  discourse  upon  this  theme.  The  hymns  were  sung  in  the 
Arabic  language  by  the  native  congregation  in  an  effective  manner,  and 
the  whole  service  was  very  interesting.  These  recent,  services  at  the 
various  churches  are  said  to  be  the  first  ceremonious  occasions  in  which 
Moslem  officers  of  state  have  taken  part  in  Christian  services. 

I  may  remark  that  after  the  service  yesterday,  the  ministers  present 
having  been  invited  into  the  missionary's  house,  Zoulfikar  Pacha 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  elegance  and  correctness  with  which 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pinkerton  (who  came  ft^m  the  United  States  only  three 
years  ago)  speaks  the  Arabic  language,  and  also  expressed  his  gratifica- 
tion with  the  simplicity  and  impressive  earnestness  of  the  service. 

]So  clue  whatever  has  been  found  to  the  perpetrator  of^he  attempt  on 
the  Viceroy's  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HALE. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingUmj  D.  0. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  62.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  November  11, 18GS. 
Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  19th  of  October,  No.  130,  has  been  received. 
Your  proceeding  in  denouncing  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Vice- 
roy of  Egypt  is  entirely  approved.  You  will  be  expected  to  make  this 
approval  known  to  his  Highness,  with  an  assurance  that  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  unreservedly  reprobate  that  odious 
crime,  and  fervently  congratulate  him  upon  his  providential  deliverance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHiLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Hale,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.j  &c. 
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Mr.  McMath  to  Mr.  Seward. 

yo.51.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States  of 

Amebioa  for  the  Empire  of  Morocco, 
Tangier^  February  3,  1868. 

Sib:  It  is  with  regret  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  cholera 
appealed  in  this  city  yesterday,  and  to-day  our  board  of  health  com- 
menced to  issue  touched  bills  of  health.  The  disease  appeared  among 
arery  wretched  class  of  Moors  and  Jews  who  have  been  suffering  for 
want  of  food  and  clothing.  In  consequence  of  the  great  influx  of  Moors 
who  have  been  driven  from  their  houses  on  the  Riffian  coast  by  famine, 
DOW  collected  within  and  about  this  city,  I  fear  we  shall  have  this  scourge 
in  ite  worst  foMn.  I  have  never  before  witnessed  such  extreme  wretch- 
edness and  misery  as  now  appears  among  the  lower  classes  in  this  coun- 
try. By  reason  of  the  partial  failure  of  the  last  harvest,  and  the  appre- 
hension of  a  short  harvest  to  come  for  the  want  of  rain  thus  far  diu-ing 
the  winter  mouths,  the  price  of  grain  and  breadstuffs  has  risen  so  high 
that  they  are  absolutely  beyond  the  reach  of  the  poor,  and  but  for  pri- 
vate charity  hundreds  more  would  have  already  starved.  The  doors  of  our 
consulate  are  besieged  day  and  night  by  the  starving  poor,  and  through 
the  entire  twenty-four  hours  one  hears  nothing  but  the  cry  for  bre^wi. 
This  state  of  things  will  continue,  if  it  does  not  grow  worse,  until  next 
Jnly,  when,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  if  our  harvest  fails  not,  the  cry  will  cease. 
Some  of  my  colleagues,  and  particularly  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Spain,  have  had  a  ftind  placed  in  their  hands  by  their  governments  to 
relieve  to  a  certain  degree  the  pressing  wants  of  the  poor,  while  others 
have  contributed  relief  from  their  private  purses.  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  if  you  can  place  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  my  hands  for  this  pur- 
pose it  shall  be  promptly  and  judiciously  applied  as  a  government  char- 
ity, and  together  with  what  I  shall  continue  to  contnbute  out  of  my 
already  overtaxed  and  small  salary,  it  shall  appear  that  our  government 
is  not  behind  others  in  relieving  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  starving 
and  scourge-stricken  poor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble 
servant 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMath. 

Xo.  38.]  Depabtment  of  Stamj, 

Washington^  October  12, 1868. 
Sib:  There  is  a  rumor  here  that  differences  in  regard  to  precedence 
have  arisen  among  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  body  at 
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Tangier.  As  you  have  not  mentioned  the  subject  in  your  dispatches, 
the  dei)artment  has  not  been  disposed  to  attach  importance  to  it.  II', 
however,  the  rumor  should  prove  to  be  well  founded,  you  will  make  a 
full  report  of  the  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Jesse  H.  MoMath,  Esq.,  dhcj  <£«.,  c£c. 


Mr,  McMath  to  Mr,  Seward. 
Ko.  61.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  Amebica 

FOB  THE  EmPIBE  OF  MOBOCCO, 
Tangier^  Kovember  16,  1868. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  Ko.  38,  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  sanitary  circular 
as  relates  to  the  question  of  precedence  which  has  arisen  among  the 
members  of  the  representative  corps  in  this  city.  In  submitting  this 
lengthy  paper  I  deem  it  proper  to  offer  a  few  remarks  which  I  consider 
necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  question.       , 

Previous  to  the  advent  among  us  of  the  minister  of  France,  and  for 
some  time  thereafter,  the  corps  of  representatives  was  guided  in  all  mat- 
ters of  business  and  ceremony,  either  among  themselves  or  collectively, 
with  the  Moorish  authorities,  by  the  rule  of  perfect  equality,  except  in 
the  single  instance  of  attending  in  a  body  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  col- 
league or  other  foreign  employ^. 

In  matters  of  business  which  require  the  presence  of  all  chiefs  of  mis- 
sions, they  met,  turn  by  turn,  at  the  residence  of  each  other;  and  when 
it  became  necessarj^  to  make  a  collective  written  representation  to  the 
Moorish  authorities,  the  chief  at  whose  residence  the  document  was 
written  would  first  sign,  and  the  rest  would  fellow  in  alphabetieAl 
order  in  the  French  language.  You  will  oblige  me  by  referring  to  my 
dispatch  No.  27,  dated  May  15, 1865,  and  you  will  see  a  copy  of  "the 
collective  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in  Morocco," 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  afi'airs.  That  opinion  was  written 
at  the  residence  of  the  Belgian  consul  general,  and  signed  by  us  in  the 
order  mentioned.  Up  to  that  date  and  imtil  after  we  had  signed  the 
convention  concerning  Cape  Spartel  light-house,  and  even  subsequent 
to  that  transaction,  the  old  rule  of  perfect  equality  without  distinction 
of  grade  had  been  adhered  to  by  all  the  representatives,  with  the  single 
exception  above  mentioned.  Anterior  to  the  date  of  the  convention  of 
31st  May,  18G5,  between  his  Majesty  the  Sultan  and  the  Christain  powers, 
and  while  the  same  was  in  course  of  preparation,  it  became  necessary  for 
its  accomplishment  to  hold  conferences  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  it 
and  the  "  regulations,''  for  the  control  and  maintenance  of  the  light-house. 
They  were  held  turn  by  tura  at  the  residence  of  the  several  representa 
tives  taking  part  in  the  convention.  The  minister  of  France  participated 
on  terms  of  perfect  equality  at  the  respective  legations  and  consulates. 
He  consented  to  the  regulations  which  gave  the  presidency  of  the  com- 
mission to  each  of  the  representatives  in  alphabetical  order,  commencing 
with  the  consul  general  of  Belgium,  and  after  its  form  and  the  regula 
tions  made  in  pursuance  of  its  terms  were  completed,  adherence  to  the 
old  rule  caused  us  to  meet  at  the  residence  of  the  Belgian  consul  general 
for  the  purpose  of  signing  and  sealing  the  same.    It  was  signed  and 
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sealed  in  the  order  indicated,  eommencing  in  this  instance  with  the  copy 
for  Austria — the  English  minister  is  the  agent  general  for  that  power; 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  objection  was  raised  by  the  minister  of 
France  to  this  manner  of  transacting  business,  in  which  all  had  an  equal 
and  common  interest,  and  which  involved  a  question  of  ceremony  as  well. 
The  convention  was  exchanged  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs;  on  that 
occasion  the  first  exchange  was  made  and  certified  between  Morocco  and 
Austria,  other  nations  following  in  the  order  mentioned.  It  is  certainly 
strange  that  he  did  not  assert  the  privilege  of  his  high  grade  on  these 
several  occasions,  and  be  first  in  business  and  ceremony.  The  Morocco 
board  of  healthy  a  creation  of  one  of  the  former  Sultans,  is  comxKised  of 
the  representatives  of  foreign  powers.  Its  presidency  passes  monthly 
bv  turn  to  each  chief  of  mission.  If  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  to  which  the 
Sultan  is  not  a  party,  gives  precedence  to  the  minister  of  France,  in  that 
event  he  would  become  not  only  the  i)ermanent  president  of  the  board 
of  health,  but  of  the  international  commission  as  well,  simply  because 
that  treaty  applies  to  matters  of  business  as  well  as  ceremony,  and  the 
minister  has  already  declared,  as  you  will  see,  that  he  will  never  go  to  an 
otticial  reanion  at  the  house  of  any  of  us.  In  view  of  the  past  I  do  not 
think  his  official  dignity  would  be  compromised  if  he  were  in  the  future 
to  attend  reun^ns  at  the  residence  of  those  whom  he  is  pleased  to  desig- 
nate as  his  true  colleagues,  or  that  other  class  whom  he  regai*ds  simply 
as  commercial  agents.  ^^  Everything  for  the  minister,  the  minister  for 
France,'*  seems  now  to  be  his  motto.  While  writing  my  opinion  in  the 
circular  I  had  my  mind  fixed  on  the  business  matters  above  mentioned, 
bat  I  made  no  reference  to  them.  I  did  declare  a  fact  with  regard  to 
the  first  ceremonial  visit,  and  I  then  assumed  the  position  that  the  min- 
ister was  not  our  dean,  and  I  still  think  he  is  not,  in  the  sense  that  he 
uses  the  word.  No  one  wiU  know  better  than  yourself  whether  or  not 
1  was  accredited  by  President  Lincoln  to  his  5l^jesty  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco.  The  minister  thinks  I  was  not;  for  he  declared  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  chiefs  that  a  number  of  us  had  identically  the  same  positions 
as  a  consul  general — commercial  agent — under  the  orders  of  a  legation  in 
a  coital.  I  claim  that  our  official  positions — and  I  now  speak  of  consuls 
general  chiefs  of  missions — ^iu  this  country  are  quite  different  from  what 
they  would  be  if  we  were  residing  in  a  civilized  couutiy,  and  invested 
with  the  same  title  which  we  hold  here.  This  difference,  however,  does 
not  arise  from  title,  but  from  the  exceptional  state  of  society  in  which 
we  find  ourselves  charged  with  complex  functions  and  extraordinary 
powers  under  our  titles.  The  minister  of  France  is  not,  nor  from  the 
nature  of  things  can  he  be,  the  repository  of  a  greater  trust,  or  charged 
with  greater  responsibility.  He  is  a  minister,  and  also  a  consul,  and  he 
discbarges  daily  or  when  necessary  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  latter 
office.  We  are  called  upon  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  higher  grade,  but 
we  receive  the  designation  of  a  lower  one. 

No  one  denies  his  high  grade,  but  I  feel  safe  in  saying  none  of  his 
colleagues,  true  or  otherwise,  would  consent  to  sink  their  official  character 
in  the  presence  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  let  him  be  their 
collective  mouthpiece.  We  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  before  this  gov- 
emiuent,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  afiGa^irs  treats  us  all  with  the  same 
degree  of  respect  and  consideration.  I  am  a  consul,  but  I  am  designated 
by  everybody  as  a  consul  general.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  shows 
me  the  same  respect  and  esteem  that  he  shows  to  the  minister  of  France, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  while  the  latter  is  charged  to  confer  with  him 
on  matters  pertaining  to  France,  I  am  charged  to  confer  with  him  on 
matters  pertaining  to  the  United  States.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
looks  no  farther. 
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Throughout  this  controversy  I  have  been  guided  by  the  single  con- 
sideration of  maintaining  intact  the  dignitj'  of  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  in  this  country.    Nothing  more,  nothing  less. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  H.  McMATlL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtanj  D.  C. 


Extract  from  a  circular  dated  iht  llth  Juljfy  1868,  addrmned  by  the  Spanieh  charg4  Waffaireey 
president,  during  the  month  of  July,  of  the  Moorish  board  of  healtk. 

Ab  the  question  in  dispnte  among  us  can  only  be  settled  by  agreement  of  the  foreien 
representatives,  the  French  minister,  as  dean  of  the  corps,  wiU  determine  what  ia  to  be 
done,  and  I' will  accept  any  invitation  he  may  be  pleased  to  send  me. 

JOSfl  DIOSDADO. 

Tangier,  July  14, 1868. 

The  question  of  the  incompetency  of  the  board  in  police  sanitary  affairs,  away  from 
the  sea  shore,  having  been  decided  afl^matively,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  issue  the  present 
circular,  so  that  our  archives  may  contain  a  document  fixing  the  faculties  of  our  board. 

AYMil  IVAQUIN. 
Seen  and  approved. 

W.  KIRBY  GREEN, 

For  the  British  Minister. 
Seen  and  signed  by — 

CASTELLINARD, 

JOSfi  DANIEL  COLACO, 

ERNEST  DELUm. 

Seen.  I  maintain  now,  as  always,  that  our  sanitary  board  is  supreme  over  all  ques- 
tions of  sanitar}^  care,  be  they  maritime  or  internal ;  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  my 
honorable  colleagues  will  yet  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

JESSE  McMATH. 
Seen  and  approved. 

DIOSDADO. 
Seen  and  approved  for  my  conclusions  definitely  adopted. 

AYME  I>'AQUIN. 
Seen  and  approved. 

W.  KIRBY  GREEN, 

JFV>r  the  BriUsh  Mii^ster. 

Seen.  I  now  approve,  as  I  always  have  done,  the  opinion  of  our  honorable  coUeague 
of  the  Unit-ed  States ;  yet,  for  the  public  ^ood,  I  have  agreed  to  separate  the  powers 
Mid  duties  of  our  sanitary  board.  Before  signing  it,  however,  I  must  put  one  question 
to  our  honorable  dean.  I  will  begin  by  declaring  that  I  am  pleased  that  the  public 
hygiene  on  land  is  intrusted  to  the  direction  of  the  French  minister,  who  has  my  whole 
sympathy  as  an  individual  as  well  as  the  representative  of  a  government  that  I  honor 
in  the  highest  degree;  but,  as  a  representative  of  Italy,  I  must  ask  him  if  the  title  of 
dean  comprises  the  rank  held  by  the  representative  or  otherwise.  If  the  diplomatic 
representatives  only  can  hold  the  place  ot  dean,  then  only  the  representatives  of  Spain, 
France,  and  Great  Britain  can  preside  over  the  representative  meetings  of  foreign 
powers  in  Morocco,  and  I  cannot  agree  to  that. 

To  remove  aU  present  doubt,  and  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  precedent  insult- 
ing to  Italy,  I  ask  our  honorable  president  if  he  wiU  agree  that  the  title  of  dean  be 
hereafter  given,  without  distinction  of  grade,  to  the  oldest  representative,  beginning 
to-day  with  the  representative  of  the  imperial  government. 

CASTELLINARD. 

I  will  delay  the  expression  of  my  opinion  about  the  power  of  our  board  till  we  have 
passed  through  the  present  sanitary  crisis.  My  whole  effort  now  is  to  preserve  this  city 
and  the  country  from  an  invasion  of  the  cholera :  I  am  willing  to  resort  to  any  means. 

JOSfi  DANIEL  COLAgO. 

Seen  and  approved  for  the  second  and  last  time.  I  await  the  decision  of  the  French 
minister. 

ERNEST  DELUIN. 
Seen  only,  as  I  have  already  approved. 

DIOSDADO. 

Seen  and.signed.  JESSE  H.  McHATH. 
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I  cnnfeas  that  I  take  up  thex>6n  very  nnwillmgly  on  a  snbject  that  ought  to  have  been 
settled  by  the  j^esent  circular,  or  by  the  resolutions  already  adopted  by  the  foreign  rep- 
ri'?*ntatiTes.  The  Italian  agent  and  the  consul  ceneral  of  Portugal  agree  in  opinion  with 
the  eonsul  general  of  the  United  States,  that  the  board  of  health  ought  to  be  limited 
to  its  original  dnties,  notwithstanding  its  assent  to  the  new  state  of  affairs  adopted  in 
March  last-.    I  will,  therefore,  leave  nntouche<l  a  question  which  I  consider  settled. 

Though  this  is  not  the  place  to  answer  certain  interrogatories  propounded  to  me,  I 
will  merely  say  to  the  Italian  agent  that  I  have  never  accepted,  as  my  colleagues  know, 
any  direction  in  the  land  kjfgiene.  By  request  I  expressed  our  views  to  the  local  author- 
ities, declaring  solemnly  at  the  time  that  I  assumed  no  responsibility  for  the  execution 
of  the  requests.  I,  therefore,  politely  reftise  the  responsibility  which  Count  Castelli- 
nard  wishes  me  to  assume. 

In  reply  to  the  question  of  the  Italian  agent,  as  dean  of  the  corps,  I  refer  him  to  the 
treaty  of  Vienna,  which  settled  the  question  of  precedence.  If  Count  Castellinard  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  that  international  treaty,  I  think  he  will  be  convinced  of  the 
legality  of  the  precedents  established  at  Tangier,  which  he  believes  so  insulting  to 
Italy.  If  he  cannot  accept  that  decision  nor  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  ti^eaty,  I  must 
inform  him  that  I  do  not  consider  it  my  place  to  discuss  the*  matter,  and  much  less  my 
dnty  to  institute  reforms  on  the  subject. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  to  the  consul  general  of  Portugal,  who  declares,  in  allusion 
to  the  accord  recently  adopted  by  us,  that  allmeansare  lawful,  under  present  circumstances, 
that  I  do  not  accept,  as  dean,  the  character  which  he  gives  to  the  accord.  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  consider  the  ideas  of  my  colleagues  when  referred  to  me ;  but  I  am 
not  pleased  to  know  that  the  accord  of  one  of  them  was  compulsory. 

AYMfi  ITAQUIN. 

I  am  satisfied  with  the  explanations  given  by  the  minister  of  France  to  the  interroga- 
tories put  to  him  by  the  consul  general  of  Italy. 

W.  KIRBY  GREEN, 

For  the  British  Minister. 

Considered.  As  I  am  acquainted  with  the  resolutions  of  the  international  treaty  of 
the  19th  of  March,  1819, 1  submitted  the  remarks  which  I  made  to  our  dean,  and  which 
he  has  answered.  Though  now  torn  in  pieces,  the  treaty  of  Vienna  is  very  precise  on 
the  subject  of  precedence  of  diplomatic  employiSs.  They  are  arranged  in  three  classes ; 
in  the  third  paragraph  of  Article  1,  it  says  the  second  class  shall  be  composed  of  envoys, 
Minu/erB,  or  other  persons  euxredited  to  sovereigns.  1  will  not  dispute  the  grade  of  any  one ; 
bat,  as  the  representative  of  Italy  in  Morocco,  I  believe  it  my  dnty*  to  claim  the  right 
of  nresident  of  the  light-house  board,  or  of  the  board  of  health,  as  the  case  may  be,  or 
M  dean  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  under  circumstances  like  the  present,  and  will  not  con- 
sent that  Italy,  whose  representative  is  equal  to  any  others  here,  shall  descend  to  an 
inferior  position.  As  I  answered  last,  my  turn  may  never  come  round,  yet  I  defend  the 
principle  because  I  believe  it  my  dnty  to  do  so.  I  should  haive  said  this  much  before 
had  I  foreseen  the  complication.  I  beg  the  honorable  dean  to  pardon  me,  and  ask  him 
to  apply  the  old  axiom,  **  better  late  than  never." 

CASTELLINARD. 

As  I  put  no  question  to  our  honorable  dean,  the  minister  of  France,  I  cannot  accept 
hi«  observations.  I  sided  with  the  majority  when  the  question  of  the  local  police 
came  up;  but,  finding  a  great  difference  between  police  regulations  and  public  health, 
I  say  the  latter  deserves  the  deep  consideration  of  our  boarfl,  whether  on  land  or  sea, 
particularly  when  we  are  threatened  by  an  epidemic.  The  late  accord  was  effected  in 
a  spirit  of  conciliation ;  because,  as  a  sanitary  board,  we  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
case.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  agreed  with  the  minority,  because  I  thought  I  was 
doing  good  thereby.  I  would  have  acceded  to  any  agreement  proposed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives to  secure  the  public  health  of  our  city  against  the  scourge  now  raging  in  so 
many  other  parts  of  Morocco.  For  that  reason  I  said  I  would  agree  to  any  means  to 
effect  that  end :  and  the  same  was  said  by  the  English  minister,  as  shown  in  another 
portion  of  this  long  circular. 

JOSfi  DANIEL  COLAgO. 

As  the  question  brought  up  by  our  colleague  of  Italy  is  irrelevant,  I  move  that  this 
ciicidar  be  closed,  with  the  privilege  of  fortner  discussion  if  called  for. 

ERNEST  DELUm. 

Having  read  the  preoeding,  I  declare  that  I  do  not  wish  to  dispute  a  point  settled 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna. 

DIOSDADO. 

Previous  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  uncertainty  of  the  forms  that  regulated  the 
intercourse  between  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  led  to  frequent  and  serious  ditfi- 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


168  DIPLOMATIC   COREESPONDENCE. 

cultiP8,  and  sometimes  to  wars.  This  treaty  extirpated  all  these  difficulties,  as  far  aa 
qaeHtious  of  precedence  were  concerned,  and  these  had  ever  been  found  the  most 
serious.  It  declared  that  every  question  of  that  nature  should  be  settled  by  the  rule  0/ 
time.  He  who  had  been  longest  at  a  court  or  government  is  to  he  first.  The  relatiye 
power  of  the  nation  he  represents  is  to  count  nothing.  This  is  a  rule  satisfaotoiy  to 
small  states,  and  it  is  to  the  praise  of  large  ones  that  they  established  it.  It  applies  to 
all  intercourse  where  competition  can  arise,  whether  of  bumness  or  ceremouff.  Hence  the 
member  of  the  corps  last  arriving  pays  ike  first  rimt.  The  rule  does  not  overleap  dastes; 
it  applies  only  to  those  of  the  same  doss.  Now  my  honorable  colleaffue  oi  France,  in 
re«(pouding  to  the  inquiry-  of  my  honorable  colleague  of  Italy,  said  '^  tTiat  he  could  give 
to  him  no  oetter  explanations  than  those  derived  from  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  which  haa 
established  the  rules  of  prece<lence.**  While  this  reply  may  be  satisfactory  to  my  hon- 
orable colleague  of  It^ly,  it  falls  short  of  carrying  with  it  the  conviction  to  my  mind 
that  my  honorable  colleague  of  France  is  the  dean  of  the  diplomatic  corps  in  Tangier, 
and  entitled  to  precedence.    I  claim  he  is  not  the  dean. 

I  shall  now  (^uote  that  part  of  the  treaty  which  is  relevant  to  the  position  which  I 
maintain  ou  this  subject : 

^*  Article  1.  Diplomatic  agents  are  divided  into  three  ciaesee : 

"First  class. — Ambassadors,  legates  or  nuncios. 

"  Second  class. — Envoys,  ministers,  and  other  agents  accredits  hy  the  soeereigne* 

"  Third  class. — Charg^  d'affaires  accredited  by  the  department  of  foreign  relationa. 

"Article  4.  Diplomatic  agents  of  the  respective  classes  (1,  2,  3)  ti^e  rank  acoordiHg  to 
the  date  of  the  official  notice  of  their  arriraV^ 

There  are  no  representatives  in  Tangier  belonging  to  the  first  class  above  recited. 
Each  representative  in  Tangier,  no  matter  what  his  title  may  be,  belong  to  the  seooiul 
class  above  recited ;  that  is,  if  when  he  came  here  to  reside  in  an  official  capacity,  he 
brought  with  him  a  letter  of  credence  from  his  sovereign,  addressed  to  his  M^jeety  the 
Sultan  of  Morocco.  I  am  not  aware  that  we  have  in  our  midst  any  representative  of 
the  third  class  above  recited.  It  therefore  remains  to  apply  the  nUe  of  the  treaty  to  the 
fact.  The  rule  of  the  treaty  is  time.  He  who  has  been  longest  at  a  court,  of  government 
is  to  be  first  at  that  court  of  government.  The  member  of  the  corps  last  arriving  pays 
the  first  visit.  We  (the  accredited  agent«)  are  of  the  same  class,  {second  class^)  and  take 
rank  according  to  the  date  of  the  official  notice  of  our  arrwal.  Let  me  suggest  a  fact  within 
the  knowledge  of  all  my  colleagues,  except  the  agent  and  consul  general  of  Italy.  On 
the  arrival  of  our  honorable  colleague  of  France,  ne  made  us  the  lirst  visit  It  follows, 
then,  that  he  has  not  been  longest  in  our  midst,  but  it  does  follow  that  every  one  of 
my  colleagues,  including  myself,  «^xcept  my  honorable  colleague  of  Italy,  have  been 
accredited  by  our  respective  sovereigns  to  his  Majesty  the  8ultan  of  Morocco,  prevlons 
to  the  arrivau  of  my  honorable  colleague  of  France.  In  what  sense,  then,  is  he  entitled 
to  precedence  over  the  minister  resident  of  Great  Britain,  the  04msul  general  of  Sweden, 
the  consul  general  of  Portugal,  the  consul  general  of  Belgium,  the  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  and  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  f 
I  hope  each  one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  above  uiuned  will  g^ve  his  individual 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  let  us  all  understand  on  what  principle  the  second  in 
juniority  can  be  admitted  to  be  the  dean.  If  title  regulated  this  question,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Merry  would  take  precedence  over  all  of  us  ;  but  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  we  all  belong  to  the  second  class  of  representatives,  and  are  on  a  perfect  equality, 
except  as  to  the  question  of  seniority ;  the  deanship  and  his  higher  title  of  envoy  extta- 
ordinary  and  minister  plenipotentianr  is  regulated  by  time  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
the  title  of  other  acerodited  agents.  Now,  as  time  and  not  title  regulates  the  question  of 
precedence  by  explicit  terms  of  the  treaty,  I  suggest  to  all  my  honorable  colleagues 
that  a  meeting  be  held  some  time  this  week  to  determine  who  is  our  dean :  ana  in 
order  to  avoid  for  the  present  the  question  of  seniority,  I  suggest  that  we  shall  meet  at 
the  residence  of  the  junior  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  our  honorable  coUea^e 
of  Italy. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  entertain  for  my  honorable  colleague  of 
France,  as  a  gentleman  and  representative,  the  highest  degree  of  respect  and  esteem. 
I  admire  and  acknowledge  the  ^at  interest  he  has  always  manifested  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  protection  of  the  public  health,  and  for  the  many  sage  opinions  expressed  by 
him,  from  time  to  time,  in  circulars  submitted  to  him  and  mylionorable  colleagues.  I 
will  go  furtber  and  sav  that  it  has  always  pained  me  to  be  compelled  to  differ  frxim  him 
on  any  question  of  public  interest,  and  in  an  especial  manner  does  it  grieve  me  to  dilCer 
from  him  on  the  question  of  seniority  raised  by  our  honorable  colleague  of  Italy ;  and  I 
must  declare  with  perfect  frankness,  if  that  question  did  not  affect  the  dignity  of  the 
representative  of  tne  United  States  in  Morocco,  I  would  have  remained  silent;  but 
from  my  reading  and  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  I  cannot  accord  to  him  the 
title  of  doyen,  nor  can  I  admit  that  he  is  entitled  to  that  distinoticm.  I  pray  him,  how- 
ever, to  have  the  goodness  to  pass  the  circular  another  time. 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 
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I  do  not  desire  to  continue  a  polemic  in  this  circalar  upon  a  subject  which  does  not 
eonc^rn  sanitary  matters,  bnt  I  hope  the  perusal  of  my  honorable  colleajyues  of  Italy 
and  the  United  States  of  the  accompanying  printed  paper  will  satisfy  thc^m  that  min- 
isters plenipotentiary  take  precedence  of  other  agents  accredited  to  sovereigns,  and  that 
the  latter  are  not  included  in  the  second  class. 

(Here  the  British  minister  resident  quotes  in  a  printed  paper  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  of 
Jime9, 1815,  and  the  protocol  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  of  21st  November,  1818.) 

By  the  protocol  of  Slst  November,  1818,  it  will  be  observed  that  ministers  resident 
form  an  intermediate  class  between  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  charir6  d'afiatros. 
If  other  agents  accredited  to  a  sovereign  belong  to  the  second  class,  then  I,  as  minister 
resident,  would  have  to  give  precedence  to  a  consul  general  accredited  to  the  Sultan,  who 
might  arrive  to-dav,  though  I  presented  my  letters  of  credence^  agent  and  consul 
general  in  1845,  and  as  minister  resident  in  June,  1860. 

Having  been  instructed  by  the  British  government  many  years  past  to  be  guided  by 
the  treaty  of  Vienna  in  all  questions  of  precedence  with  my  colleagues,  I  must  clearly 
declare  tnat  though  I  am  the  representative  who  holds  letters  of  credence  to  the  Sultan 
of  earlier  date  than  any  one  of  my  colleagues,  I  cannot  claim  the  position  of  doyen  as 
lon^  as  there  is  a  representative  here  who  bears  the  rank  of  minister  plenipotentiary. 

Though  I  should  be  most  happy  to  meet  the  wishes  of  my  honorable  colleague  of  the 
United  States,  and  attend  a  meeting  as  he  proposes,  I  think,  after  the  above  explana- 
tion and  declaration,  my  presence  at  least  would  not  be  required. 

J.  H.  DRUMMOND  HAY. 

Since  the  present  circular  does  not  concern  the  duties  of  the  board  of  health  since  the 
4th  of  March  last,  I  propose  that  it  be  detached  and  sent  to  our  honorable  dean.  I  have 
carefully  read  Sir  Drummond  Hay's  remarks,  and  must  say,  that  I  think  the  iirovisions 
of  the  protocol  of  Aix-la-Chapelle^  of  the  2l8t  November,  1818,  in  relation  to  his  diplo- 
matic rank,  do  not  affect  the  position  accorded  to  me  and  my  colleagues  in  Morocco  by 
the  treaty  of  Vienna.  I  must  here  rei>eat,  that  in  the  third  paragra{)h  of  article  first  of 
said  treaty,  it  is  explicitly  declared  that  the  second  class  of  diplomatic  employes  is  oom- 
poaed  of  envoys,  ministers,  and  others  accredited  to  sovereigns.  Now  I  am  accre<lited 
by  my  august  soverei^  to  his  Majesty  the  Sultan,  and  consequently  belong  to  the  sec- 
ond class  of  diplomatic  employes  in  Moroceo.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  article  fourth  of 
the  same  treaty  confirms  what  I  have  advanceth  Here  is  the  first  section  of  that  article : 
^'Diplomatic  employ^  shall  take  rank  among  themselves  in  each  class  according  to  the 
date  of  the  ofiicial  notification  of  their  aniviifl."  Neither  in  this  article,  nor  in  the  first, 
is  there  any  mention  of  grades;  only  the  doM  is  mentioned,  and  it  is  that  class  of  dip- 
hHDatic  employ^  In  Morocco  to  wluch  I  belong,  by  virtue  of  my  letters  of  credence. 

As  I  am  not  decorated  with  the  title  of  minister  resident,  I  cannot  claim  to  belong  to 
the  third  class  reserved  for  that  diplomatic  grade ;  vet  I  never  had  the  most  remote  idea 
of  disputing  the  right  of  my  honorable  British  colleague  to  belong  to  the  second  class, 
by  virtue  of  his  letters  of  credence  to  Morocco. 

The  British  regulations  of  precedence  amon^  consuls  is  generally  adopted  by  all  the 
Christian  powers,  because  there  are  dijilomatic  employes  accredited  to  those  nations, 
and  they  must  have  precedence,  while  consuls  are  only  provided  with  an  exequatur. 
Here  my  letters  of  credence  as  only  representative  of  my  august  sovereign  are  accepted, 
and  therefore  I  belong  to  the  second  class  of  diplomatic  employes,  by  article  first  of  the 
treaty  of  Vienna. 

As  I  recognize  the  title  of  dean  conferred  upon  our  honorable  colleague  of  France, 
not  only  in  deference  to  his  high  grade  but  to  his  qualifications,  I  must  decline  the 
honor  of  seniority  put  upon  me  by  the  representative  of  the  United  StaU's,  because  I 
regard  it  as  already  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  alL  oven  of  our  honorable  colleague, 
Mr.McMath. 

My  sole  object  in  expressing  this  opinion  is  to  show  that  the  representative  of  Italy, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  will  have  the  some  right  to  the  title  of  dean  of  the 
diplomatic  corps  as  any  other  representative. 

CASTELLINAED. 

The  government  of  Morocco  regards  us  as  equals,  without  reference  to  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  and  any  partial  discrimination  would  be  an  insult  to  the  crowned  heails  which 
we  represent;  and  I  protest,  in  the  name  of  my  sovereign,  against  any  discrimination. 

Now,  in  reference  to  our  diplomatic  acts,  in  which  precedence  is  discusseil,  I  must 
adhere  to  the  regulations  of  rank  among  diplomatic  agents,  (17th  annex  to  the  final  act 
of  the  04>ngress  of  Vienna,)  signed  by  Count  Palmella  for  Portugal,  unless  different 
instraetions  are  given  to  me  by  my  government.  However,  if  the  me<»tiiig  of  my  hon- 
orable colleagues  takes  place,  I  w3l  certainly  attend,  to  try  to  settle  the  question 
mooted  in  the  circular. 

JOS£  DANIEL  COLAgO. 
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I  a^ree  with  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  Spain  that  it  is  Dot  onr  business  to  discuw,  or 
even  interpret  the  reguhitions  of  the  congress  of  Vienna,  fixing  the  rank  of  diplcnuiitie 
agents  accredited  to  the  same  court.  In  my  opinion,  the  question  amounts  to  this: 
can  consuls  general  and  ministers  accredited  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  pretend  to 
belong  to  the  second  class  of  diplomatic  employi^  comprised  under  the  denomination 
of  envoys,  ministers,  or  others  accredited  to  sovereigns  f 


The  words,  ''ministers  or  others,''  in  the  regulations  of  the  cimflrress  of  Vienna,  i 
to  put  our  colleague  of  Italy  in  the  right ;  yet  the  congress  of  Aix-la-Cha]>elle  clcttrty 
establishes  the  contrary,  in  saying  that  ministers  resident,  accredited  like  other  envoys 
to  sovereigns,  are  not  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  second  class. 

The  case  of  agents^Micredited  to  sovereigns  in  certain  countries  outside  of  Europe, 
with  the  simple  grade  of  consul  general,  was  certainly  not  provided  for  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of.  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  nor  by  the  signers  of  the  supplementary  act  of  ilx- 
lA-Chai>elle :  and  if  those  personages  had  condescended  to  notice  emnlo^ys  of  that  rank, 
they  would  nave  put  them  in  a  class  between  ministers  resident  and  charg6  d'affaires ; 
for  they  could  not  be  put  above  ministers  resident  nor  below  charge,  who  are  not 
accredited  to  sovereigns  in  Europe,  but  to  ministers  of  foreign  affairs. 

Until  it  is  decided  by  proper  authority  what  relations  consuls  general  in  Morocco  shall 
bear  to  the  other  envoys  there,  I  have  determined  to  be  neither  flesh  nor  fish.  I  will, 
however,  attend  the  meeting  proposed  by  our  colleague  from  the  United  States,  if  only 
to  relieve  us  from  the  circmwmaHia  that  is  now  inflicting  us. 

ERNEST  DELUIN. 

The  ijresident  has  the  honor  to  say  to  the  French  minister,  that  the  circular,  begin- 
ning with  a  demand  for  the  pa^v  of  the  Morocco  guards  stationed  at  the  port  of  Tan- 
gier, and  ending  with  a  discussion  about  the  regulations  of  the  congress  of  Vienna,  has 
Just  reached  him.  The  president  is  not  to  blame  because  it  skipped  &om  North  America 
to  England,  without  passing  through  Franco. 

The  president  now  sends  the  said  circular  to  the  French  minister,  with  the  request 
that  he  keep  it  or  circulate  it,  lust  as  he  pleases ;  as  it  does  not  concern  the  board  of 
health,  the  president  does  not  know  what  to  do  with  it. 

The  president  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  French  minister  that  the  circular  in  ques- 
tion was  officially  asked  for  by  the  cousnl  general  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  The  Presi- 
dent sent  an  official  answer  to  the  said  consul  general,  informing  him  that  the  circular 
would  be  sent  to  him. 

The  French  minister  is,  therefore,  politely  requested  to  hand  it  over. 

DIOSDADO. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  this  polemic,  except  to  say,  that,  as  my  grade  of  French  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  comes  to  me  ftt»m  the  Emperor,  1  leave  it  to  his  government  to 
decide  if  I  am  dean  of  the  diplomatic  consular  corps  at  Tangier.  It  will  also  decide 
the  dispute  with  the  agent  and  consul  general  of  Italy.  In  tlie  mean  time,  I  concede  to 
none  the  right  to  dispute  my  prerogatives,  and,  untu  It  is  otherwise  decided,  I  shall 
know  how  to  make  them  respected. 

Now,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  add,  that  some  of  us  are  mistaken  in  affirming  the 
equality  of  our  grades.  I  think  proper  to  inform  you  that  those'of  us  who  are  neither 
ministers  nor  charg^  d'affaires,  or  agents,  do  not  belong  to  the  dijilomatic  body,  but  to 
the  consular  corps.  The  first  of  these  two  classes  has  generally  the  good  taste  not  to 
make  the  serx)nd  feel  this  distinction.  For  my  part,  I  think  I  have  always  observed 
this  rule,  so  as  not  to  wound  my  true  colleagues,  and  I  give  them  all  the  same  title. 
Hereafter  I  shall  give  to  each  his  proper  title.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  give  offense, 
but  I  wish  thus  to  determine  the  nink  of  each  of  us,  in  consideration  of  Sie  singular 
question  that  has  been  put  to  me.  I  will  inform  the  consul  general  of  Portugal  that 
he  is  mistaken  in  the  equality  he  asserts.  In  all  public  ceremonies  in  Morocco,  our 
grades  are  perfectly  observed,  and  I  will  never  allow  it  to  be  otherwise,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  At  the  scheriff  receptions  and  private  audiences  of  the  Sultan,  foreign 
ministers  have  the  privilege  of  taking  seats,  while  consuls  general  of  the  Christian 

e>wers  are  obliged  to  stand  in  presence  of  his  Majesty  when  seated  on  his  throne. 
oes  that  signify  that  the  nation  of  the  agents  who  are  not  ministers  is  lessened  in  con- 
sideration f    Most  certainly  not ! 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  except  that  my  opinion  is  fixed,  and  if  it  is  not  concurred 
in  by  my  colleagues,  they  need  not  try  to  make  me  change  it.  I  concede  them  no  right 
to  discuss  the  question,  and  if  my  diplomatic  prerogatives  are  again  contested,  I  tihali 
appeal  to  my  government^  without  saying  anything  more  here. 

In  reference  to  the  president's  request  to  keep  this  circular,  I  cannot  comply  with  it. 
As  it  began  with  business  concerning  the  presidency,  it  ought  to  go  back  to  his 
archives.  I  will,  however,  send  it  to  the  consul  general  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  with 
the  request  that  it  be  sent  to  the  British  legation,  so  that  it  may  go  round  and  be  dis- 
cussed by  all.    I  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it. 

AYMfi  lyAQUIN. 
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Postscript,  JnZy  25. — ^At  a  meeting  held  to-4ay  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Spain  and  the 
Masai  general  of  t)ie  United  States,  and  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  asked  for  my  opinion 
Qo  the  second  part  of  the  eircnlary  and  I  told  them  I  would  retract  nothing  of  what  I 
hid  said.  A.  IHA. 

As  the  minister  of  France  has  no  right  to  discuss  and  degrade  the  official  position 
aceofded  to  as  by  oar  respective  governments,  I  can  attach  no  miportance  to  his  personal 
opinioQ,  since  it  has  met  with  no  response  even  from  those  wnom  he  terms  his  true 


As  the  minister  of  France  is  alone  in  his  unprovoked  attacks,  particularly  hard  on 
me,  who  never  contested  his  prerogative  in  matters  of  etiquette  against  the  representa- 
tiTes  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  of  l^irtagal,  Belgium  and  the  Uni^  States  of  America, 
it  is  beneath  my  dignity  to  refer  the  subject  to  my  government. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  notice  the  schism  of  yesterday,  which  must  operate  to 
the  detriment  of  civilization  in  Tangier.  The  fact  has  unfortunately  transpired,  and 
Toliuiies  of  circulars  could  not  reconcile  us  to  the  French  minister's  opinion.  Having 
declared  that  he  would  meet  none  of  us  officially  at  our  own  houses,  he  cannot  be 
ofiended  if  we  do  not  meet  him  officially  in  his,  tho^igh  our  respective  countrymen  may 
nifer  by  the  determination. 

During  the  twenty  years  that  I  have  lived  in  this  country,  the  foreign  representatives 
hafe  always  discussed  and  solved,  under  their  different  titles,  ^which  I  have  ever 
n^eeted,)  in  perfect  equality,  ail  questions  of  health,  hygiene,  ana  public  order,  which 
the  ezceptiomd  situation  of  Morocco  called  upon  us  to  solve  for  the  general  good  of  our 
eoontrymen  and  proteg^  Tes,  this  inconvenient  equality  is  inscribed  here  in  all  our 
intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  Morocco ;  it  was  so  in  the  old  consular  corps  as  it  is 
BOW  in  Uie  health  board,  and  was  in  the  recent  convention  for  the  Spartel  light-house. 
So  then,  if  the  representative  of  France,  or  any  other  power,  seats  himself  in  the  Snl- 
tss's  presence,  the  consul  general  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  as  the  representative  of  the 
nnitea  kingdoms,  will  also  seat  himself  in  the  Sultan's  presence.  Again,  there  is  no 
•nestion  here  about  European  courta  and  civilized  countries,  and  the  Sultan  of  Morocco 
aid  not  sign  the  final  act  of  the  Vienna  congress,  nor  the  protocol  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Only  yesterday  the  French  minister  aclmowledged,  in  presence  of  all  the  foreign 
representatives,  that  a  consul  general  in  Europe,  an  unpaid  commercial  agent,  even 
t  merchant  at  times,  under  the  order  of  the  legation  at  the  capital,  held  the  same  posi- 
tion as  a  consul  general  chief  of  a  mission,  accredit^  and  representing  his  sovereign 
Bear  a  foreign  sovereign. 

In  £Kt,  we  ought  aU  to  be  pleased  because  the  French  minister  is  going  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  imperial  government. 

I  will  not  close  without  thanking  the  French  minister  for  calling  us  his  dear  colleagues, 
at  the  risk  of  wounding  his  trme  coUeaguea, 

We  most  be  satisfied  hereafter  to  be  caUed  simply  consuls  general ;  but  we  must  not 
ferget  to  maintain  oar  rights. 

8.  EHRENHOFF. 

Omntersigned : 

J.  H.  Drcmmond  Hay. 

I  am  truly  sorry  for  our  dispute  about  the  question  I  addressed  to  the  French  minis- 
ter in  this  circular,  on  the  15th  instant,  styling  him  dean.  But  the  honorable  Baron 
Ajme  d'Aquin's  declarations  show  I  was  light  in  asking  the  question,  as  he  assumes 
the  sole  right  to  preside  over  the  corps  of  foreign  representatives  in  Morocco,  as  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  and  to  make  known  our  determinations  to  the  Sultan's  vizier  for 
the  public  good. 

This  doctrine  being  contrary  to  all  precedent  in  Tangier,  and  of  a  nature  to  give  to 
the  local  athorities  a  false  idea  of  the  rank  of  our  respective  nations,  I  here  aeclare 
^t  I  do  not  accept  it. 

I  for  one  do  not  contest  the  honorable  gentleman's  rank ;  but  m v  opinion  is,  that  he 
tm  in  wishing  to  regard  the  representatives  of  the  other  jxiwers  m  Morocco  as  if  they 
vere  in  France,  or  at  courts  that  did  not  sign  the  treaty  of  Vienna. 

Although  consuls  are  generally  considered  as  diplomatic  agents,  they  do  not  rank 
with  ministers  at  civilized  courts,  fdmply  because  they  have  no  letters  of  cre<lence ;  yet 
consuls  to  the  Barbary  States,  particularly  to  Morocco,  an  independent  nation,  are  ex- 
ceptions to  this  rule,  because  they  are  accredited  and  treated  as  ministers.  (See  Di- 
ploniAcy,  by  Thomas  Hartwell.) 

With  these  principles,  and  as  the  questions  are  entirely  foreign  to  etiquette,  I  am 
rwdy  to  continue  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  corps  of  forei^  representatives  at  the 
Fivnch  minister's,  whefiever  he  wlU  do  me  the  honor  to  invite  me ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  insist  upon  the  same  rules  for  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  health  that  have 
Wn  held  up  to  this  date,  and  that  they  be  fixtS  every  six  months,  alternately  pre- 
nded  over  by  the  persons  at  whose  bouse  they  take  place. 

CASTELLINARD. 
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It  waa  my  intention  merely  to  write  approved  np<m  all  that  is  fi»nnd  in  this  volumin- 
ons  circular,  which  serves  to  show  as  that  the  cholera  is  not  at  present  in  onr  city ; 
had  the  cholera  prevailed,  I  am  sure  we  wonld  have  had  neither  time  nor  inclination  to 
busy  ourselves  about  such  a  useless  discussion. 

But  as  the  French  minister  has  addressed  me  again,  to  say  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the 
equality  to  which  I  lay  claim,  with  remarks  on  other  pnbUc  ceremonies  in  Moroceo,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  reply  to  him,  and  inform  him  that  1  know  the  difference  between  a 
consul  general  and  a  minister  plenipotentiary. 

Now,  the  sovereign  of  Morocco  did  not  sign  the  final  act  of  the  congress  of  Vi^ma^ 
nor  the  protocol  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  as  onr  ooUeagne  of  Sweden  and  Norway  remarks. 
He  did  not  adopt  the  principles  there  laid  down,  because  he  is  not  in  the  community  of 
civilized  nations,  and,  God  Knows  if  he  ever  will  be.  If  we  turn  to  this  country  w« 
will  perceive  changes  coming  over  it.  Morocco  has  no  representatives  in  civiiixed 
communities,  while  various  Christian  powers  are  represented  here ;  and  though  we 
bear  different  titles,  we  are  equal  before  the  Sultan  and  his  government,  and  I  will 
never  consent  to  be  treated  as  inferior  to  the  French  minister,  or  any  other  agent  here, 
I  do  not  aspire  to  a  higher  title  than  I  possess,  but  knowing  as  I  do  that  nobody  hen 
c<ynpreheuds  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  treatment  of  the  government  towards  us  ^ves 
the  people  an  idea  of  the  inequality  of  position  of  our  respective  governments.  More- 
over, I  think  the  Christian  powers  have  no  definite  decision  on  ceremonies  for  their 
miniKt-ers  and  consuls  in  Morocco.  The  public  audience  takes  place,  as  we  all  know, 
at  the  sheriffs  court ;  the  Sultan  is  monnted  on  a  horse  that  looks  like  his  throne^  and 
the  envoy,  minister,  or  consid  stands  before  the  sovereign.  In  private  audiences  the 
envoy  or  minister  may  be  seated  in  his  Majesty's  presence,  but  the  consul,  as  represent- 
ative of  his  sovereign,  may  demand  the  same  privilege. 

The  Moors  know  no  difference  in  diplomatic  ranks,  and  every  agent,  whether  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  minister  resident,  or  charg6  d'affaires,  is  embassador  (bachador)  to 
them.  In  their  opinion,  all  diplomatic  agents  belong  to  the  first  class,  as  fixed  by  the 
treaty  of  Vienna. 

The  French  minister  proposes  to  give  ns  hereafter  onr  proper  titles.  He  can  do  as  he 
pleases  in  that  particular ;  I  see  nothing  insulting  to  us  m  it.  I  am  only  consnl  gene- 
ral, and  he  is  minister  plenipotentiary,  as  we  all  snow.  Each  of  ns  are  heads  of  mis- 
sions. I  depend  upon  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  Lisbon ;  am  under  no  diplomatie 
chief  here ;  and  the  French  minister  has  a  similar  subordination  to  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  in  Paris. 

By  virtue  of  our  analogous  positions,  the  French  minister  used  to  treat  me  as  a  col- 
league, as  he  did  all  the  consuls  general|  and  the  Spanish  and  British  ministers  treated 
me  in  the  same  manner. 

JOSfi  DANIEL  COLAgO. 

As  my  honorable  collea^^es  of  the  consular  corps  have  exhausted  the  subject,  I  caiv 
say  nothing,  except  that  I  have  never  contested  the  prerogatives  belonging  to  the  rank 
which  the  French  minister  holds. 

ERNEST  DELUIN. 

Approved  for  the  Spanish  oharg^  d'affedres,  and  signed  for  him,  by 

P.  ORTIZ  DE  TUGA8TL 

"  Consular  privileges  are  much  less  extensive  in  Christian  than  in  Mohammedan  coun- 
tries. In  the  latter,  they  are  diplomatic  agents  under  the  name  of  consuls.  They  alone 
are  accredited  and  treated  as  ministers."  This  is  the  opinion  of  Wheaton,  Kent,  Story, 
Leibnitz,  and  other  illustrious  writers  of  America  and  Europe  on  international  law. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  Monsieur  le  Ministre  of  France  declared  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
foreign  representatives  in  Tangier,  that  a  consul  general — a  commercial  agent — ^in 
£urope,nnder  the  orders  of  the  legation  in  the  capital,  had  identically  the  same  position 
as  a  consul  general,  chief  of  a  mission  accredited  and  representing  his  sovereign  near  a 
foreign  sovereign.  It  remains  for  Monsieur  la  Ministre  of  France  alone  to  differ  from 
the  above  cit^law  writers.    For  myself  I  adhere  to  their  opinion. 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 

August  6, 1868. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMath. 

TSo.  40.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  30, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  61,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  question 
of  precedence  which  has  arisen  among  the  representatives  of  foreign 
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povrera  of  Tangier,  has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that 
every  nation  may  consnlt  its  own  pleasure  in  regard  to  the  grade  of  its 
diplomatic  or  other  representative  in  a  foreign  country.  That  grade 
must  be  presumed  to  be  measured  by  its  sense  of  the  importance  of  its 
relations  with  the  power  to  which  the  representative  may  be  accredited. 

Consuls  have  diplomatic  functions  in  the  Barbary  states.  The  United 
States  consul  is  a<;credited  to  the  £mperor  of  Morocco.  His  predecessors 
were  accredited  in  the  same  way,  and  the  consuls  at  Tripoli,  Tunis,  and 
iu  Egypt  are  respectively  accredited  to  the  heads  of  the  governments  of 
those  countries. 

It  is  customary,  where  the  rules  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  and  the 
protocol  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  are  acknowledged,  for  the  eldest  of  the  chief 
grade  to  take  precedence  of  all  others,  and  the  eldest  also  when  they  jtre 
all  of  the  same  grade.    Is  this  rule  binding  and  operative  at  Tangier  T 

The  French  have  thought  proper  to  accredit  a  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  who  resides  at  Tangier,  and  who  claims 
precedence  over  the  representatives  of  other  governments  there  solely 
in  virtue  of  the  superiority  of  his  official  grade.  Is  this  claim  indefeas- 
ible !  The  rules  in  regard  to  precedence  above  referred  to,  having  been 
embodied  in  a  treaty  and  in  a  protocol,  may  be  technically  binding  only 
on  the  parties  to  those  instruments.  The  United  States  were  not  a  party 
to  them.  The  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  disregard  them  for  a  simUar 
reason.  Those  rules,  however,  may  be  said  to  have  been  merely  a  formal 
recognition  by  the  chief  powers  of  Europe  of  a  custom  which  had  been 
the  law  of  nations  upon  the  subject  ever  since  diplomacy  began  in  modem 
times.  As  such  they  have  hitherto  been  practically  accepted  even  by 
this  government,  whenever  it  may  have  had  occasion  to  send  represent- 
atives of  any  of  the  grades  to  which  they  refer.  We  have  never  had 
any  officer  at  Tangier  of  a  higher  grade  tlian  consul.  If,  however,  we 
should  accredit  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
we  certainly  should  expect  him  to  have  precedence  on  public  occasions, 
and  in  official  proceedings,  over  the  representatives  of  lower  grade  from 
other  powers.  Should  not  the  same  privilege  be  conceded  to  other 
states? 

The  advantage,  if  it  be  one,  is  accidental  now  in  the  case  of  France. 
It  may  be  claimed  by  ourselves,  or  by  Mexico,  or  by  Switzerland,  to- 
morrow. 

If,  as  cannot  be  denied,  the  grade  of  a  diplomatic  agent  implies  the 
opinion  entertained  by  his  government  of  the  importance  of  his  relations 
with  the  government  to  which  he  maybe  accredited,  this  may.  it  seems, 
be  properly  allowed.  It  may,  however,  be  taken  for  granted  tnat,  what- 
ever may  be  the  grade  of  such  an  agent,  his  social  or  public  efficiency  is 
by  no  means  always  in  proportion  to  his  grade,  but  will  be  influenced  by 
the  comparative  importance  of  the  country  he  may  represent,  and  will 
also  comijort  with  the  strength  of  his  character  and  of  his  abilities.     . 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  tardiness  of  the  minister  of  France  in 
asserting  the  privileges  of  his  grade  precludes  him  from  assuming  them 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  advisable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  impression  is  entertained  that  it  will 
not  be  contrary  to  your  official  dignity,  or  that  of  the  government  which 
you  represent,  to  acquiesce  in  the  application  at  Tangier  of  the  conven- 
tional rule  which  prevails  here  and  everywhere  else. 
I  am,  air,  year  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Jesse  H.  McMath,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <£rc.,  die. 
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Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

1^0.  4.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

TuniSy  December  3, 1867. 

Sib  :  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bey  has  been  persuaded  of  the 
nece^ty  of  introducing  such  reforms  in  his  administration  as  shall  offer 
guarantees  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  foreign  governments  repre- 
sented here. 

It  seems  that  he  is  now  seriously  inclined  to  restore  the  fundamental 
laws  which  were  suspended  in  1864,  guaranteeing  security  to  the  person, 
property,  and  honor  of  all  classes  of  his  subjects,  and  which  will  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  events  which  he  cannot  fail  to  perceive  have  received 
&om  the  civilized  world  the  most  decided  reprobation. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  make  such  radical  changes  in  the  system  of 
assessing  and  collecting  the  taxes  as  will  be  a  check  on  the  agents  and 
a  protection  to  the  people ;  the  establishment  of  a  board  composed  of 
ex[>erieuced  and  responsible  persons  being  one  of  the  measures  proposed. 

These  measures  have  been  submitted  to  the  French  government  for 
its  approval  and  countenance,  and  if  carried  out  in  good  faith  will 
undoubtedly  be  beneficial  to  foreign  interests,  but  will  also  give  still 
greater  preponderance  to  French  influences.  They  meet,  however,  the 
approval  of  the  British  government,  which  is  here  generally  antagonistic 
to  France.  It  is  in  fact  through  the  influence  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
agent  and  consul  general  that  these  measures  have  been  accepted  by  the 
Bfey.  He  is  recently  from  Paris,  and  by  his  representations  there, 
delayed  the  departure  for  Tunis  of  a  considerable  naval  and  military 
force.  Should  these  measures  not  be  carried  out  in  good  faith,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  a  portion  of  the  French  army  and  fleet,  now  at  Ci\ita 
Vecchia,  will  be  sent  to  Tunis.  These  reforms  do  not  come  spontaneously 
from  his  Highness,  but  have  been  suggested  to  him  as  the  only  means 
of  saving  his  regency  from  foreign  occupation. 

The  details,  which  have  been  confidentially  communicated  to  me,  are 
likely  to  be  modified  before  they  are  finally  adopted,  but  I  hope  to  be 
able  shortly  to  inform  the  department  of  the  decision  of  the  foreign 
ofiice  in  Paris,  on  which  everything  for  the  present  rests. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^ .  Washington^  D.  C* 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 

CExtraot.] 

No.  6.1  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Tunis,  December  6, 1867. 
Sib:  I  have  delayed  until  now  any  mention  of  the  deplorable  events 
which  have  kept  this  unfortunate  country  in  a  state  of  painful  escite- 
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aent  and  apprehension  since  September  last.  Mr.  Cubisol,  the  late  act- 
ing consal^  had  not  placed  on  record  his  corresjwndence  with  the  depart- 
ment during  the  time  he  was  in  charge  of  the  consulate.  He  has  just 
fdrnished  me  with  copies  of  his  dispatches,  which  are  full  of  interest. 

Happily  this  country  had  been  exempt  for  many  years  from  such  san- 
guinary scenes  as  have  succeeded  each  other  with  alarming  rapidity 
during  the  last  few  months,  and  the  people  seemed  to  be  steadily  advanc- 
ing in  civilisation,  if  not  in  prosperity.  •        •        •        ♦        • 

I  shall  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  late  insurrection  which 
the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Cubisol  have  brought  so  graphically  and  thor- 
oughly to  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  but  confine  myself  to  a  brief 
grnoi^is  of  these  events,  which  may  be  useful  for  reference. 

In  September  last,  certain  Arab  tribes  inhabiting  the  mountains  in 
the  western  district  ne^r  the  Algerian  frontier^  who  had  for  some  years 
reftised  to  pay  taxes  or  tribute  to  the  Bey,  their  master,  and  for  severdl 
months  been  in  arms  against  him^  gave  still  more  serious  cause  for  anx- 
iety by  more  daring  acts  of  hostility  to  his  authority.  The  nature  of 
the  country  gave  them  great  facility  for  defying  the  force  he  had  sent 
against  them  under  General  Zarook.  which  was  able  only  to  watch  the 
tribes,  but  was  quite  too  small  to  follow  them  into  their  mountain  fast- 
nesses. 

The  position  was  unpleasant  and  humiliating,  but  if  the  Bey  was 
unable  to  reduce  the  Arabs,  he  could  at  least  do  as  he  had  done  hereto- 
fore—let them  alone,  losing  only,  in  addition  to  his  prestige  as  ruler,  the 
arrears  of  taxes  due  by  them,  which  in  the  depressed  condition  oi  his 
finances  wa«  doubtless  what  he  valued  the  most. 

Bat  the  situation  was  rendered  too  serious  to  be  longer  neglected 
when  it  was  discovered  that  Sidi  Adel  Bey^  his  Highness's  youngest 
brother,  had  disappeared  from  the  bardo  and  joined  the  insurgents,  with 
the  hope  of  being  elected  their  leader.  The  Bey,  now  seriously  alarmed, 
imm^Kately  dispatched  Sidi  Ali  Bey,  "Bey  of  the  Camp,''  and  heir  pre- 
sumptive to  Begia,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  insurrectionary  district,  with 
re-enforcements,  and  to  take  command  of  the  army,  as  General  Zarook 
declined  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  arresting  a  prince  of  the  reign- 
ing family. 

Partly  by  force  and  threats,  partly  by  persuasion,  but  mostly  by  means 
which  are  found  irresistible  in  these  countries,  Sidi  Ali  Bey  soon  got  his 
brother  in  his  power,  and  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  the  princess 
adherents  who  had  accompanied  or  joined  him  in  his  flight.  These  were 
soon  induceil  to  divulge  the  names  of  all  who  were  in  the  plot,  and  so 
many  were  inculpated  that  soon  the  dungeons  of  the  bardo  were  gorged 
with  prisoners. 

Two  of  Sidi  AdePs  principal  officers  were  executed  in  the  camp,  and 
the  prince  was  sent  with  the  remainder  to  the  bardo,  where  he  was  kept 
in  confinement  in  his  own  palace.  Nearly  200  sheiks  and  principal  men 
of  the  tribes,  who  were  captured  at  the  same  time,  were  sent  to  the  bardo 
and  the  goletta,  where  they  received  various  sentences ;  some  were  exiled, 
some  bastinadoed,  and  many  were  confined  to  the  Bey's  ships  to  do  duty 
as  common  sailors,  and  kept  under  a  strict  surveillance. 

A  few  days  after  Sidi  Adel's  flight  two  generals  of  division,  friends 
of  the  prince,  were  strangled  at  the  bardo  by  order  of  the  Bey  j  one  was 
Sidi  Ismail  Snnni,  (his  Highness's  brother-in-law,)  and  the  other  Sidi 
Rechid.  This  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  October,  without  subject- 
ing them  to  the  ordinary  course  and  procedure  indicated  by  the  law,  and 
without  permitting  them  the  means  of  oflfering  a  defense. 

It  appears  that  the  Bey  was  induced  to  take  these  severe  measures  by 
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the  real  or  supposed  discovery  of  a  plot  by  which  the  troops  were  to  be 
brought  over  to  act  in  the  movement,  and  that  even  some  of  the  officers 
of  his  body-guard  had  been  seduced  ftx)m  their  allegiance.    •        •       • 

Adel  Bey  died  on  the  4th  of  November,  it  was  reported,  of  camp  fever, 
and  Ben  Gadam  and  Ben  Dahar,  chiefs  of  the  great  Arab  revolt  of  1864, 
and  who  had  been  kept  in  confinement  at  the  goletta  ever  since,  died  a 
few  days  before  the  prince  in  their  imsons. 

Since  then  from  fifteen  to  twenty  other  persons,  who  were  compro- 
mised by  the  disclosures  of  Sidi  Adel  and  his  companions,  have  been 
exiled  to  Syria. 

These  deplorable  events  have  filled  the  country  with  constemation. 
It  seemed  a  return  to  the  barbarous  practices  of  a  period  far  remote, 
which  it  waa  thought  a  long  contact  with  the  civilization  of  Europe  haa 
rendered  impossible. 

Although  the  constitution  promulgated  under  the  preceding  reign  was 
suspended  during  the  rebellion  of  1864,  and  though  it  has  not  been 
renewed  since,  it  was  not  thought  possible  that  the  Tunisian  govern- 
ment would  defy  the  opinion  of  the  civilized  world  to  the  extent  of  per- 
petrating deeds  darker  and  more  atrocious  than  had  been  committed 
under  any  previous  reign.  They  have  received  the  severest  reprobation 
from  several  of  the  principal  European  governments,  who,  in  communi- 
cating on  the  subject  with  their  representatives  here,  have  expressed 
the  utmost  horror  and  indignation.  I  have  been  permitted  to  see  some 
of  these  dispatches,  in  which  diplomatic  etiquette  is  well-nigh  forgotten 
in  the  expression  of  the  sovereign's  displeasure  that  one  who  had  received 
testimonials  from  every  crowned  head  of  Europe  on  account  of  his  efforts 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  people,  should  suddenly  have  relapsed,  as 
it  were,  into  barbarism,  and  reproduced  scenes  which  it  was  hoped  had 
passed  into  history  witli  other  bad  things  of  the  past. 

In  the  midst  of  a  severe  epidemic,  the  country  suffering  from  a  drought 
of  over  two  years'  duration,  the  i>opulation  sinking  under  poverty,  pes- 
tilence and  famine,  these  events  produced  the  most  profound  and  pain- 
ful sensation. 

It  was  natural  that  the  death  of  Sidi  Adel,  preceded  as  it  was  by 
those  of  the  two  Arab  chiefs  at  the  goletta,  should  have  given  rise  to 
the  darkest  suspicions,  which  seem,  unfortunately,  too  well  foimded. 
Others  of  lesser  note  died  or  disappeared  suddenly  about  the  same  time, 
and  these  tragedies  would  probably  have  continued  had  not  the  consols 

of  France  and  Italy  and  some  others  interfered. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  department  for  this  long  dispatch,  but  I 
hope  it  will  be  found  useful  as  a  sketch  of  the  events  of  the  few  last 
months,  the  details  of  which  have  been  ably  related  by  3Ir.  CubisoL 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP, 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

TuniSj  Decetnber  20, 1867. 

Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatch  Ka  3. 
I  have  communicated  its  contents  to  Mr.  Cubisol. 

I  regret  to  report  that  since  my  last  the  sufferings  of  this  popola- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TUNIS.  177 

tion  from  famine  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  have  frightfully 
ijKTcased.  A  few  days  since  one  hundred  and  nine  persons  died  of 
starvation  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  I  wa«  told  by  a  gentleman  that 
on  his  way  from  the  goletta  to  Tunis  he  found  the  bodies  of  three  Arabs 
on  the  road.  The  greatest  mortality  in  the  city  from  hunger  and  cold 
was  on  the  10th  instant,  when,  I  am  informed,  it  reached  one  hundred 
and  forty-two. 

The  news  from  the  interior  is  equally  distressing.  It  is  impossible  to 
obtain  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  number  who  perish  daily 
from  starvation  in  all  parts  of  the  regency,  but  it  is  known  to  be  very 
great. 

Supplies  of  grain  have  reached  here,  but  thousands  have  not  the 
meausof  purchasing  it. 

Xot^vitlistauding  the  rains,  w^hich  give  promise  of  abundant  crops, 
large  tracts  of  lands  remain  untilled  for  the  want  of  cattle  or  seed-grain. 
Tlie  price  of  wheat  is  $3  per  bushel  and  of  barley  $1  50. 

Arab  women  offer  their  childi'en  to  Christians  for  a  few  coppers  to 
purchase  bread. 

This  stricken  people  bear  their  misery  with  patience  and  resrgnation. 
I  liear  of  no  disorder  or  disturbance.  Starving  men,  women,  and 
children  lie  literally  starving  a  few  yards  from  the  provision  stalls,  gaz- 
ing with  wistful  eyes  on  the  coveted  food,  yet  they  commit  no  act  of  vio- 
lence, or  scarcely  of  pilfering. 

Among  the  Christians,  who  number  \ipwards  of  ten  thousand  in  the 
lity  and  its  environs,  there  is  much  poverty  and  suffering,  but  they 
m*<nve  some  relief. 

The  Jewish  population  is  about  twenty  thousand.  The  richer  mem- 
Imts  of  this  persuasion  have  done  more  for  their  i)oor  than  all  others  of 
the  inhabitants  combined  for  theirs. 

The  Mahometans  alone  view  the  suffering  of  their  brethren  with  stoi- 
cal apathy  or  indifference.  Tliey  look  upon  it  as  a  dispensation  of  Prov- 
idence, which  it  would  be  useless,  perhaps  sinful,  to  mitigate.  Their 
fanaticism  is  made  a  ready  apology  for  their  avarice. 

A  feeble  eilbrt  was  made  recentlj^  to  give*  food  and  shelter  to  the 
Mohonietan  poor,  but  the  relief -so  grudgingly  offered  was  totally  inade- 
qnate.  A  Moorish  hospital,  richly  endowed,  receives  the  corpses  pi(rked 
uj)  each  morning  in  the  streets,  to  prepare  them  for  burial,  but  refuses 
admission  to  the  living.  Children  scarcely  able  to  walk  are  found  wan- 
derii'g  in  tlie  slrrct^,  crying  for  fo«.Ml,  their  i)nrents  having  died  or  for- 
>«aken  them.     Many  are  sheltered  and  fed  by  charitable  Christians. 

The  scenes  daily  witnessed  in  the  streets  are  distressing  in  the 
extrcme. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  WiLLLOi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 

^0. 10.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tunis,  flan  nary  4,  1808.    . 
Sir:  On  the  27th  of  December,  1807,  two  hundred  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tm'e>i  died  of  hunger  in  the  streets  and  ruined  tenements  of  this  city. 
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The  daily  average  of  deaths  from  this  cause  alone  is  considerably  over 
one  hundred,  and  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  gloomy  in  the  extreme 

The  foreigners  resident  here  do  what  they  can,  and  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  i^rivate  charity,  but  after  providing  for  the  first  necessities  of 
their  own  (the  European)  poor,  little  is  left  for  the  wretched  natives.  ♦ 

In  this  city  we  rarely  hear  of  any  cases  of  violence.  Latterly,  the 
murder  of  a  Jew  created  a  sensation,  which  proved  how  rare  such  acts 
are ;  but  I  regret  to  learn  that  the  same  tranquillity  does  not  prevail  in 
the  interior,  where  the  Arabs,  driven  to  despair,  attack  and  pillage 
travelers  and  even  caravans. 

It  is  sickening  to  meet  in  our  drives  and  walks  the  corpses  of  those 
who  have  perished  on  the  roadside. 

A  well  authenticated  case  of  starvation  in  the  United  States  thrills 
the  community  with  horror.  Imagine,  sir,  a  whole  i>opulation  stricken 
with  famme,  and  hundreds  dying  daily  for  want  of  food. 

I  am  forbidden  to  appeal  through  the  papers  to  the  proverbial  charity 
and  liberality  of  my  fellow  countrymen.  But  such  an  api)eal,  if  made 
under  the  authonty  of  the  department,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  goiod  eflfect. 

My  pen  is  totally  inadequate  to  describe  the  heart-rending  scenes  we 
daily  witness^  and  it  is  dreadful  to  hear  the  cries  of  the  hungering 
wretches  at  night.  * 

These  poor  creatures  seem  to  be  forsaken  by  the  whole  world.  They 
have  no  Mends  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  Should  America,  out  of  her 
abundance,  send  succor  to  them,  what  a  reflection  it  will  be  on  those 
nations  so  near  to  them,  but  so  cold  and  indifferent  to  their  sufterings. 

They  have  no  claim  on  us  for  help  as  the  Irish  had,  exc*ept  that  of  a 
common  humanity.  How  much  more  would  the  unexpected  bounty  be 
appreciated,  coming  so  opportunely  and  from  so  far. 

Coarse  bread  and  common  woolen  stuffs  can  be  had  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  that  is  all  these  people  need  to  keep  them  from  suttering. 

I  venture  to  make  this  appeal  to  the  department  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  be  induced  to  bring  it  prominently  before  the  public.  Many  here 
look  to  the  United  States  for  help.  They  have  heiird  so  much  of  our 
liberality  to  other  nations  in  distress,  that  they  cannot  but  hope  some 
small  share  of  it  may  be  extended  to  this  starving  people. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  IState^  Washington^  D,  C 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

TSo.  11.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

TuniSy  February  27,  1868.     | 

Sib:  Although  already  overburdened  with  debt,  the  Bey's  govern- 
ment has  recently  endeavored,  by  means  of  a  new  loan,  to  relieve  its 
finances  from  the  exhaustion  to  which  they  are  reduced  by  the  failure 
of  all  regular  sources  of  revenue. 

Through  General  Musalli,  director  of  foreign  affairs,  who  is  now  in 
Paris,  negotiations  were  opened  with  the  banking  house  of  "  Interna- 
tional Credit,"  whose  president,  Mr.  Bureau,  came  here  to  arrange  about 
the  loan,  and  also  to  establish  a  bank.  These  measures  creat^  much 
alarm  in  the  business  community,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  propose^l 
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issae  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  millions  of  francs  in  paper,  with  a  forced  circu- 
lation on  a  metallic  basis,  and  that  probably  nominal,  of  ten  millions  only, 
woold  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. Happily,  these  fears  were  allayed  by  the  bankruptcy  of  Mr.  Bu- 
rtfco,  on  his  return  to  Paris. 

The  Bey  is  now  reduced  to  such  extreme  i)enury,  that  his  body-guard 
Is  sometimes  lett  without  rations  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  his  purvey- 
ors have  often  difficulty  in  providing  for  his  own  table. 

The  famine  continues  its  frightful  ravages.    During  the  forty  days  end- 
ing the  6th  instant,  the  number  of  interments  from  the  establishments 
where  the  dead  are  prepared  for  burial  was  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty — a  daily  average  of  over  two  hundred — of  whom  over  one' 
hundred  and  seventy-five  died  of  hunger,  and  this  in  the  city. 

The  carelessness  with  which  the  bodies  have  been  interred,  and  the 
general  misery  and  poverty,  are  bearing  their  fruits.  Malignant  fevers 
are  prevailing,  and  we  are  threatened  with  an  epidemic  more  fatal, 
even,  than  that  which  swept  the  regency  last  year. 

As  the  authorities,  though  frequently  urged  by  the  consuls,  not  only 
took  no  measures  for  the  cleansing  of  the  streets,  but  neglected  their 
o\ni  regulations  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  permitted  deposits  of  bones, 
hides,  and  rags,  in  like  most  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  city,  and  of 
earcasses  of  animals  in  the  open  spaces,  the  accumulation  of  tilth  of 
every  description  in  all  the  streets,  and  other  nuisances  too  numerous 
and  too  disgusting  to  mention,  it  became  necessary  for  self-preservation 
that  the  foreign  x>opulation,  numbering  here  some  ten  thousand  souls, 
should  atlopt  measures  for  the  public  health. 

A  "Council  of  Public  Salubrity"  hiis  been  created,  consisting  of  eight 
members,  representing  and  elected  by  the  different  nationalities,  and  pre- 
sided over  by  a  consul,  which  is  already  proceeding,  with  ample  means 
at  its  disposal,  to  the  herculean  task  of  cleansing  and  purifying  this 
Angean  stable.  I  am  at  present  the  president  of  the  council,  and  trust 
we  shall  succeed  in  removing  most  of  the  sources  of  pestilence  with 
which  our  quarter  is  filled. 

A  disease  resembling  the  cattle  plague  having  been  denounced  to  the 
board  of  health,  which  is  composed  of  the  consuls,  it  has  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  and  report  on  the  subject. 

There  is  every  prospect  of  a  bountiful  harvest  this  year.  The  oil  crop, 
which  is  the  principal  one,  promises  to  be  abundant.  Two  or  three  good 
crops  in  succession  will  be  sufficient,  if  no  fresh  disaster  occurs,  U)  re- 
store the  country  to  at  least  its  former  prosperity.  Before  the  next 
harvest,  however,  fully  one-third  the  population  will  have  perished. 

The  Bey  has  recently  received  a  complete  battery  of  artillery  from  the 
King  of  Italy,  in  return  for  a  bronze  cannon  of  large  dimensions  and 
exquisite  workmanship  which  the  Bey  had  presented  to  the  King. 
The  presentation  was  made  at  the  goletta,  with  much  ceremony,  as  the 
Tunisian  government  was  glad  to  give  eclat  to  an  interchange  of  cour- 
i  tesies,  which  seamed  to  do  away^  in  some  degree,  with  the  odium  which 
attaches  to  it  since  the  events  or  last  fall. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D,  C. 
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Mr.  Heap  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  14  ]  Consulate -OF  the  United  States, 

Tu7iis,  ApiHl  23,  1868^ 

Sir:  I  have  not  informed  the  department  of  the  various  plans  of 
reform  which  have  been,  within  the  last  few  months,  successively  pic>- 
I)osed,  momentarily  entertained,  and  finally  postponed  or  rejected  by 
the  Bey's  government,  as  they  have  resulted  in  nothing  definitive. 

The  dilapidation  of  the  finances,  the  venality  of  "the  employes  engaged 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  entire  disregard  of  the  claims  of  the 
government  creditors,  the  reckless  issue  of  tiskerns  or  obligations,  which 
^ave  been  sold  in  London  and  Paris  at  a  discount  of  90  per  cent.,  the 
misery  of  the  people,  and  the  opi^ressive  burden  of  the  taxes  which 
paralyze  eveiy  branch  of  industry,  are  all  evils  which  cry  aloud  for  iiu- 
inediate  and  radical  reforms. 

A  project  has  latterly  been  submitted  to  the  Bey  by  the  representative 
of  France,  whose  citizens  with  those  of  England  and  Italy  are  the  prin- 
cipal creditors  of  the  government.  But  as  it  placed  the  financ4?s  under 
the  exclusive  control  of  a  commission  composed  in  majority  of  French- 
men— one  of  whom,  the  vice-president,  was  to  be  luinied  by  the  French 
government — and  allowed  two  only  of  the  eight  members  to  be  named 
by  the  Bey;  and^  moreover,  as  the  project  ignored  the  interests  of  flie 
English  and  Italian  bondholders  as  well  as  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
Bey,  the  consuls  of  England  and  Italy  exerted  their  influence  to  caust* 
the  rejection  of  this  scheme  and  urged  the  adoption  of  one  more  in 
accord  with  principles  of  justice.  His  Highness  was  made  to  see 
that  the  acceptance  of  this  project  would  be  viitually  equivalent  to 
delivering  his  government  into  the  hands  of  Frenchmen  and  himsi'lt 
subsiding  into  a  French  prefect,  administering  the  governmen|  of  his 
country  for  the  benefit  of  France. 

The  whole  question,  through  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  consuls 
of  England  and  Italy,  has  been  referred  to  their  respective  governments, 
and  is  now  being  debated  in  Paris,  where,  it  is  hoped,  some  plan  will  be 
adopted  freed  from  the  objectionable  features  so  easily  engendered  by 
local  and  indi\idual  jealousies,  and  comprehensive  enough  to  guard  not 
only  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Bey  and  the  interests  of  his  creditors, 
but  also  to  protect  in  some  measure  his  unfortunate  subjec^ts,  who  are 
invariably  made  to  suffer  the  most  for  the  ignorance,  dishonesty  and 
disloyalty  of  the  government. 

Wiien  definite  reforms  are  inaugurated,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  trans- 
mitting the  details  to  the  department.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 


Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


G.  H.  HEA1\ 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward.  ^ 

No.  16.J  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tunis,  April  24,  1868. 
Sib  :  The  results  apprehended  from  the  mortality  occasioned  by  tlio 
^eat  destitution  and  misery  which  have  prevailed  here  for  over  a  year, 
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the  neglect  by  the  authorities  of  all  sanitary  laws,  and  their  careless- 
uess  in  the  burial  of  the  dead,  are  now  being  unfortunately  realized. 

A  destructive  epidemic  is  i)revailing  in  this  city  and  the  iirincipal 
towns  of  the  regency,  which,  attacking  all  classes  alike,  has  already 
Oifrrie<l  ofif  as  many,  if  not  more,  victims  among  the  foi*eigners  residing 
here,  as  the  cholera  of  last  year.  The  disease  is  a  malignant  typhus, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  gnard  against  it,  as  the  poor  starving  wretcihes 
dying  in  the  streets  convey  the  infection  to  our  very  doors. 

The  famine  has  considerably  diminished.  A  large  number  of  Arabs, 
estimated  as  one-half  of  this  class  of  the  population,  have  died,  and  the 
snrvivors  now  find  in  the  herbs  and  roots  they  collect  in  the  fields  some 
means  of  subsistence. 

I  have  received  from  the  United  States,  and  Americans  abroad,  lib- 
eral donations  for  the  "suiferingArabs,".and  have  been  able  by  these  and 
otlier  means  to  clothe  and  feed  a  considerable  number  of  women  and 
children,  which  I  shall  contin\ie  to  do  until  harvest.  Still  more  consid- 
erable sums  have  been  sent  to  the  English  consid,  who  has  bread  distrib- 
uted to  several  hundred  Arabs  daily. 

I  it*gret  to  say  that  the  Bey  has  done  nothing  to  mitigate  the  suffer- 
ing among  his  people ;  on  tlie  contrary,  when  we  complained  to  him  of 
tliivS  neglect,  he  gave'  orders  to  collect  all  the  wretched  creatures  found 
wandering  in  the  streets  and  drive  them  to  distant  points  in  the  country, 
^hei-e  they  die  by  hundreds,  monthly,  from  hunger  and  disease. 

As  the  promise  of  abundant  harvests  are  now  on  the  eve  of  being  fullj- 
n^alized,  I  hope  that  this  afflicted  people  will  soon  be  able  to  find  relief 
without  being,  as  so  many  now  are,  entirely  dependent  on  a  precarious 
charity. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  n.  HEAP. 

IIou.  William.  H.  Sew  ard, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  1).  C, 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  18.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Tunis,  April  25,  1868. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  23d  histant,  Xo.  14,  I  have 
to  inform  the  department  that,  by  yesterday's  steamer,  the  charg6  d'af- 
fiiires  of  France  received  instructions  from  his  government  to  insist 
npou  the  acceptance  by  the  Bey  of  the  project  of  reform  in  the  finan- 
cial department,  of  which  I  gave  an  outline  in  that  communication. 

The  Bey,  still  acting  under  the  advice  of  the  agent  of  England,  hav- 
(  '\\\g  declined  to  give  his  assent  to  a  plan  which  woidd  reduce  him  to  a 
state  of  complete  vassalage  and  dependence,  the  French  representative 
has  formally  suspended  his  official  relations  with  this  government. 

Unle>S8  sustained  by  England,  I  apprehend  that  his  Highness  will  have 
to  j^eld  or  abdicate,  which  he  has  more  than  once  tlu-eatened  to  do. 
under  analogous  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfidly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingtonjD.  C, 
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Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  19.]  Consulate  op-  the  United  States, 

Tunwy  ApHl  28f  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant  I 
received  a  circular  from  his  Highness  the  Bey,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
he  had  addressed  to  the  Viscount  de  Botmilian,  the  charg^  d'affaires  of 
France,  and  informing  me  that  by  his  (M.  de  Botmilian's)  act  diplomatic 
relations  between  his  government  and  that  of  France  were  interrupted 
on  the  24th  instant. 

As  this  event  may  occasion  serious  complications,  and  being  anxious 
to  give  the  department  the  most  authentic  information  on  the  subject 
within  my  reach,  I  requested  his  Highness  to  grant  me  an  official  inter- 
view, in  order  to  receive  from  liis  own  lips  explanation  of  th^  causes 
which  had  brought  about  this  unfortunate  occurrence. 

His  Highness  granted  my  request  at  once,  and  received  me  yesterday. 
His  Highness  stated  that  on  the  24th  instant,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
mails  from  France,  the  French  charg6  d'affaires  had  called  upon  him, 
and,  producing  a  dispatch  and  a  private  letter,  congratulated  his  High- 
ness on  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  his  government  of  the  project  lor 
the  formation  of  a  commission  having  for  its  object  the  administration 
of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  regency,  and  requested  his  Highness  to 
give  to  it  at  once  his  formal  adhesion  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  to  the 
Marquis  de  Moustier,  or  to  himself,  imbodying  the  eight  articles  or  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  commission  was  to  be  formed.  • 

His  Highness  observed  to  M.  de  Botmilian  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  his  demand,  inasmuch  as,  although  he  had  accepted  tte  project  in 
principle,  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  and  Italy  had  objected, 
not  to  the  commission  itself,  but  to  its  composition  and  the  manner  it 
was  proposed  to  be  carried  out;  and  the  agent  of  Italy  having,  in  fact, 
presents  a  protest  by  order  of  his  government,  rendering  his  Highness 
personally  responsible  for  whatever  prejudice  might  accrue  hereidter  to 
Italian  interests,  he  (the  Bey)  had  formally  consented  to  allow  them 
time  for  communication  with  their  respective  governments,  a  coiuse 
which  M.  de  Botmilian  had  himself  suggested  in  the  event  that  a 
divergence  of  opinion  between  the  three  agents  should  render  such  refer- 
ence necessary;  that  the  matter  being  under  the  consideration  of  tbe 
three  friendly  powers,  it  was  due  to  them  to  wait  for  their  decision,  which 
they  would  not  retard  to  give  beyond  a  few  days,  and  he  therefore  eajn- 
estiy  requested  that  he  w^ould  not  press  his  demand  for  the  letter  in  the 
manner  and  form  it  was  required  of  him,  and  which  he  could  not  give 
without  acting  discourteously  towards  the  governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  that  of  Italy. 

The  French  charged  d'affaires,  after  having  failed  to  persuade  his  High- 
ness to  change  his  resolution,  accused  him  of  having  retracted  his 
promises  to  carry  out  this  scheme,  which  retraction  he  would  represent 
to  his  government  as  an  act  of  bad  faith ;  that  if  his  Highness  was  afraid 
of  England  and  Italy,  he  ought  to  entertain  greater  fears  with  regard  to 
France,  his  more  powerful  neighbor;  that  unless  he  forthwith  addressed 
the  letter  he  required  of  him,  the  Emperor  would  consider  it  as  ai^r- 
sonal  indignity  offered  to  him  and  would  resent  it  accordingly;  that  his 
refusal  would  be  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  his 
person,  his  family,  and  his  friends,  which  a  persistence  in  his  refusal 
would  place  in  immediate  danger. 

In  vain  his  Highness  repeated  his  remarks,  as  well  aa  his  reluctance 
rto  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  subjects  of  other  governments,  which,  he 
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had  reason  to  hope  would  speedily  come  to  an  understanding  in  common 
reganling  a  question  of  importance  which  concerned  them  equally,  and 
by  which  decision  he  would  abide  as  soon  as  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  it  through  their  respective  representatives.*  M.  de  Botmilian 
questioned  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  and  Italy  in  this  matter,  but, 
he  that  as  it  may,  he  would  have  the  letter  he  demanded,  or  he  would 
from  that  day  interrupt  his  relations  and  communications  with  his  High- 
ness. He  should  regret  to  hav^e  to  take  this  step,  because  it  would  result 
in  disaster  to  his  Highness  and  to  his  family,  since,  if  he  quitted  his  post, 
France  would  never  again  send  another  representative  to  Tunis,  inti- 
mating thereby  that  she  would  occupy  it  militarily. 

All  the  arguments  of  the  Bey  to  dissuade  him  from  pursuing  a  course 
of  moral  coercion,  when  the  question  in  respect  to  which  he  employed  it 
wasstill  under  the  consideration  of  the  tjiree  governments,  having  proved 
of  no  avail,  his  Highness  then  earnestly  begged  of  him  not  to  bring 
alK>nt  unnecessarily  a  rupture  between  him  and  Pnxuce,  with  whose  pre- 
vious wishes  he  had  complied ;  that  he  could  not  believe  that  it  was  her 
desire  at  present  to  make  that  compliance  the  ground  of  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  the  two  governments,  or  between  his  government  and  those 
of  England  and  Italy,  and  that  he  therefore  trustod,  by  M.  Botmilian's 
forbearance  and  moderation,  he  would  be  spared  future  difficulties  tliat 
woidd  overwhelm  him.  Should  it,  however,  be  the  fixed  pui*i)ose  of  the 
French  representative  either  to  extort  an  acquiescence  in  his  demand,  or 
to  produce  complications,  in  that  case  his  Highness  luid  no  alternative 
than  ^  declare  his  inability  to  resist  either  France,  England,  or  Italy, 
and  that  consequently,  if  it  was  the  plea^sure  of  the  Pimperor  to  coerce 
him  and  to  pccupy  his  country,  he  would  surrender  it,  since  he  could  not 
defend  it ;  but  in  that  case  it  would  be  more  desirable  that  the  intontion 
should  be  openly  expressed,  instead  of  preparing  the  means  to  justify  an 
attack  by  making  demands  which  it  wa«  known  beforehand  could  not 
he  yielded  without  laying  the  foundation  for  future  complications  and 
dangers. 

This  painful  conference  lasted  upwards  of  four  hours,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  French  charge  d'affaires  repeated  his  intention  to  inter- 
mpt  his  relations.  M.  de  Botmilian  retired  to  the  ante-room  with  this 
menace,  but  said  that  he  would  give  his  Highness  time  to  reflect.  After 
some  delay,  and  a  further  conversation  in  the  same  strain  with  the  Bey's 
minister,  M.  de  Botmilian  returned  to  his  Highness's  presence  uuan- 
nonnced,  and  in  a  violent  and  unbecoming  manner  said  that  since  his 
Highness  persisted  in  his  refusal,  and  had  seen  fit  to  act  towards  the 
representative  of  France  with  bad  faith,  it  placed  him  under  the  neces- 
sity of  informing  his  Highness  that  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
two  gQvemments  were  suspended  until  instructions  from  his  own  were 
received. 

His  Highness  spoke  with  much  emotion  of  the  distress  this  scene  had 
occasioned  him.  His  minister  related  the  principal  facts,  but  was  fre- 
qnently  interrupted  by  the  Bey  with  remarks  on  points  which  he  seemed 
desirous  that  I  should  be  particular  in  mentioning  to  my  government. 

I  stated  to  his  Highness  my  conviction  that  the  government  of  the 
ruited  States  would  receive  the  details  which  he  had  had  the  kindness  to 
colhmunicate  to  me  with  deep  sympathy,  and  that  I  felt  I  wa«  only  antici- 
pating its  wishes  in  assuring  his  Highness  that,  should  an  opportunity 
offer  whereby  its  friendly  intervention  could  with  propriety  be  exercised 
in  his  behalf,  it  would  not  be  wanting.  I^eminded  his  Highness,  however, 
that  my  government  carefully  abstained  from  all  interfeience  in  discus- 
sions of  this  nature  in  which  it  was  not  inunediately  a  party  interested. 
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I  also  ventured  to  remark  to  bis  Ilighuess  tbat  as  asoverei^  he  could  uot 
yield.bis  just  rigbts  witbout  abdicating  bis  tbrone ;  tbat- tbeir  maiutenauce 
witb  firmness  against  a  superior  power  would  gain  bim  tbe  s}  uipatby  of 
tbe  civilized  Avorld ;  tbat  at  the  present  day  a  decent  resi)ect  for  public 
opinion  was  sometimes  tbe  most  eliectual  jirotection  of  weak  ^(»verii- 
ments  against  the  encroachments  of  stronger  ones ;  tbat  tbe  Emperor  of 
France  was  a  great,  powerful,  and  generous  sovereign,  and  tbat  when  the 
facts,  as  related  by  bis  Highness,  were  brought  to  liis  knowledge,  tbea^ 
was  every  reason  to  hope  that  bis  Majesty  w^ould  take  no  step  that  might 
tarnish  his  honor. 

His  Highness  having  been  pleased  to  ask  me  what  opinion  my  govern- 
ment would  form  if  he  should  yield  tbe  possession  of  bii^  government  to 
France,  1  replied  that  my  government,  having  sent  me*  to  represent  it  near 
an  independent  sovereign,  I  could  not  doubt  tbat  it  would  feel  the  deepest 
concern  and  sympathy  if  such  an  unfortunate  event  should  come  ^j  pass. 
My  country  was  eminently  just  towards  all  nations ;  that  while  it  some- 
times bore  patiently  injuries  and  even  slights  from  weaker  powers,  it  never 
brooked  insidt  or  Avrong  from  an  equal ;  and  though  it  was  not  our  i>olicy 
to  interfere  in  discussions  in  which  we  had  no  immediate  interest,  yet, 
as  one  of  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
our  disapproval  of  all  act«  of  oppression,  whether  upon  nations  or  indi- 
viduals. 

Upon  taking  my  leave,  his  Highness  requested  me  to  communicate  all 
.  the  facts  he  had  related  to  m^'  government.  I  informed  him  that  I 
intended  to  call  upon  M.  de  Botmilian  for  tbe  same  purx>ose  1  had  in 
asking  an  interview  with  his  Highness,  and  while  1  disclaimed  all  pretense 
of  exercising  any  influence  over  him,  I  intimated  my  readiness  to  convey 
any  message  his  Highness  might  be  pleased  to  intrust  to  me.  He  said 
that  as  M.  de  Botmilian  had  thrice  refused  to  receive  the  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  had  been  sent  to  me,  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  that  he  would  iu 
any  way  change  tbe  line  of  conduct  he  had  traced  out  for  himself;  but  he 
desired'  me  to  remember,  and  to  rei)eat,  tbat  under  all  circumstances  he 
was  the  devoted  friend  and  ally  of  France,  and  that  he  bad  never,  befoi-e* 
or  since  his  accession  to  the  throne,  experienced  so  much  distress  of  mind 
as  when  he  beard  that  the  flag  of  that  nation  bad,  for  the  fii*st  time  in 
tbe  history  of  Tunis,  been  lowered  in  displeasure  at  the  considate. 

I  then  called  on  M.  de  Botmilian  and  informed  him  of  the  conversa- 
tion I  had  just  had  with  the  Bey,  and  tbat  I  now  requested  to  bear  from 
him,  for  my  government's  information,  the  reasons  he  might  deem  proi>er 
t(>  communicate  to  me  which  had  induced  him  to  interrupt  his  friendly 
relations  with  this  government. 

M.  de  Botmilian  stated  that  the  Bey's  minister  had  sent  for  him  some 
three  weeks  ago  and  proi)osed  to  him  tbat  the  plan  of  a  mixed  commis- 
sion which  should  have  for  its  object  the  administration  of  the  finances 
of  this  country,  &c.  After  some  discussion  as  to  details  tbe  plan  was 
.  accepted  by  M.  de  Botmilian,  and  be  renmined  at  tbe  minist<ir's  house 
until  both  it  and  a  letter  from  the  ministerto  M.  de  Botmilian  to  accompany 
it,  and  in  which  he  begged  M.  de  Botmilian  to  use  bis  influence  with 
his  government  to  induce  tbe  acceptance  of  tbe  project,  were  written. 
The  plan  in  question  certainly  delivered  tbe  government  of  Tunis — bound 
hand  and  foot — over  to  a  commission  comx>osed  in  majority  of  Frenchmen 
and  presided  over  by  a  financial  agent  appointed  by  France,  It  also 
ignores  tbe  rights  of  English  and  Italian  subjects,  which  are  at  least  as 
important  as  those  of  tbe  Frenaii.  A  few  days  later,  another  plan  was 
sent  by  tbe  minister,  accompanied  by  another  letter,  which  gave  still 
greater  powers  to  the  commission.    M.  de  Botmilian  considered  these 
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official  letters  of  tlie  minister  binding  on  the  Bey,  and  transmitted  tliem 
to  Paris  nnder  the  fnll  belief  that  the  acceptance  by  his  government  was 
all  that  was  now  required  to  render  the  ])lan  irrevocable.  When  the 
dispatches  arrived  on  Friday  last,  conveying  the  approval  of  the  French 
govenraient  to  the  project  proposed  by  the  Bey's  minister,  he  hastened 
to  the  palace  impressed  with  tlie  conviction  that  he  was  carrying  to  his 
Hig:huess  pleasing  news.  His  surprise,  therefore,  was  great  when,  upon 
aiiiiouucing  to  the  Bey  that  the  dispatches  he  had  in  his  hand  contained 
the  ratification  of  his  government  to  the  second  plan  offered  by  the  min- 
i.ster,  and  which  the  latter  had,  in  his  master's  name,  so  strongly  urged 
M.  de  Botmilian  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
French  government,  and  when  he  asked  the  Bey  to  address  him  a  letter 
coutirming  the  formation  of  the  commission,  to  be  told  that  his  Highness 
having  received  strong  protests  and  even  threats  from  the  consuls  of 
Greaipjritain  and  Italy  when  the  plan  was  brought  to  their  knowledge, 
he  was  now  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  his  assent  to  it.  As  the 
n^naiuderof  M.  de  Botmilian's  narration  coincided  in  all  material  points 
with  that  I  had  just  received  from  his  Highness,  I  will  not  trouble  the 
department  with  a  repetition  of  it. 

It  appears  to  me  that  M.  de  Botmilian  placed  too  much  stress  upon 
the  oflicial  and  binding  character  of  the  plans  offered  hy  the  minister. 
Either  the  Bey  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  minister's  letters,  or  their 
importance  as  being  binding  upon  him  was  concealed  from  him. 

M.  de  Botmilian  is  probably  technically  correct  in  considering  an 
official  communication  from  the  Bey's  minister  as  binding  on  the  Bey 
himseir  as  if  it  had  been  signed  by  the  latter,  but  his  previous  expe- 
rience of  tl^^se  people,  and  of  the  loose  manner  in  which  they  transact 
business,  and  more  especially  his  knowledge  of  the  minister,  should 
have  prepared  him  to  feel  no  surprise  if  in  a  matter  like  this  he  (the 
minister)  had,  for  objects  of  his  own,  acted  a  double  part.  The  Bey 
asserts  that  he  considered  the  object  In  sending  the  plan  or  plans  to  Paris 
as  merely  to  elicit  tlie  opinion  of  the  French  government,  but  that  he 
*was  iu  no  way  bound  by  the  kasnadar's  letters,  which  w^ere  rather  offi- 
cious than  official. 

However  this  may  be,  the  political  question  this  unhappy  event  gives 
rise  to  is  one  in  which  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe  are  equally  inter- 
ested to  have  satisfactorily  settled.  It  cannot  be  overlooked  hy  those 
wliich  have  an  interest  in  the  eastern  question  that  it  should  no  more 
originate}  in  Tunis  than  on  the  Danube ;  for  if  one  powerful  neighl)or . 
attempts  to  justify  annexation  on  the  ground  of  political  exigency,  there 
is  no  reason  why  another  should  not  follow  the  example  on  a  similar 
plea. 

For  the  information  of  the  United  States  ministers  at  Florence  and 
Constantinople  I  shall  venture  to  transmit  to  each  a  copy  of  this  dis- 
patch, that  they  may  be  placed  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  of  an  event 
which,  though  apparently  small  in  itself,  may  lead  to  important  conse- 
<iuences.  But  for  want  of  time  to  make  a  coiiy  in  season  to  go  by  this 
mail,  I  shall  send  this  open,  under  cover  to  General  Dix,  for  his  perusal. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  8t4ite^  Wiishington,  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


186  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract."! 

"No.  20.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

TuniSy  May  29, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  vexations  question  of 
finance,  of  which  communication  was-  given  in.  my  dispatch  No.  19,  of 
the  29th  April,  and  which  threatened  to  lead  to  French  occupation,  has 
come  to  a  settlement. 

The  English  consul  has  received  a  telegram  from  Lord  Stanley,  dated 
26th  instant^  informing  him  that,  as  the  Marquis  de  Moustier  had  given 
full  and  satisfactory  assurances,  there  was  no  longer  any  ne^d  for  his, 
Mr.  Wood's,  opposition. 

Nothing,  therefore,  will  be  done  in  the  matter  of  the  commission  with- 
out the  common  consent  of  the  governments  of  England,  Italy,  Prussia, 
and  France.    This  is  what  was  originally  demanded.        ♦        ♦        • 

There  remains  the  reparation  for  the  breach  of  promise,  which,  it  is 
understood,  will  be  made  by  the  minister,  who  will  call  on  the  French 
consul  and  present  him  the  project,  which  was  the  origin  of  the  quar- 
rel, duly  ratified  and  signed  by  the  Bey,  but  which  is  to  remain  in  abey- 
ance and  be  superseded  by  the  one  hereafter  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
friendly  governments  in  Paris.  During  the  minister's  visit  a  salute  of 
twenty-one'  guns  will  be  fired  from  the  forts,  when  the  flag  will  be 
displayed  from  the  consulate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Reap  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  25.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tunis,  July  17, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  project  of  a  police  regulation 
for  the  European  quarter  of  Tunis  has  been  discussed  and  agreed  upon 
by  common  accord  with  my  colleagues,  and  should  my  own  and  the  other 
governments  represented  here  give  the  necessary  authority,  its  promul- 
gation can  be  demanded  of  the  local  government,  and  we  shall  ourselves 
see  to  its  execution. 

There  exists  at  present  no  police  for  the  European  quarter.  On  the 
one  hand,  the  indifference  of  the  government  and  its  inability  to  pay  its 
agents,  who  are  frequently  seen  asking  alms  in  the  streets,  and  on  the 
other,  the  existence  of  a  multiplicity  of  consular  jurisdictions,  which 
create  difficulties  of  every  kind  and  render  the  discovery  of  crimes  and 
the  apprehension  of  delinquents  extremely  perplexing,  sufficiently  explain 
its  absence  and  the  disorder  and  uncleanliness  of  the  city,  which  are  the 
natural  results. 

Our  sole  object  is  to  bring  some  remedy  to  this  state  of  things. 
Already,  on  the  demand  of  the  consular  sanitary  council,  a  committee  of 
public  salubrityj  composed  of  members  elected  by  the  different  nation- 
alities and  presided  by  a  consul,  has  been  constituted,  and  every  one 
is  able  to  appreciate  the  services  it  has  rendered.    But  to  meet  the 
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expenses  it  is  obliged  to  incur,  a  small  tax  must  be  imposed  on  the 
foreign  residents.  Although  a  number  have  given  a  ready  assent  to 
these  measures,  there  are  others  who  have  oflFered  an  opposition,  which 
cannot  be  overcome  except  by  direct  authority  from  our  governments. 
It  has  been  objected,  with  some  reason,  that  a  duty  of  seven  per  cent,  is 
collected  on  wines  and  spirits,  and  that  the  income  thus  derived  was 
originally  designed  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  streets ;  that  it 
now  goes  into  tlie  public  treasury,  and  that  before  imposing  a  new  tax 
the  government  should  be  held  to  restore  this  one  to  its  legitimate 
object.  We  can  of  course  make  representations  to  the  Bey  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  they  will  result  in  nothing. 
Moreover,  the  case  is  too  urgent  to  admit  of  delay.  An  epidemic  is 
prevailing  in  Tunis,  caused  principally  by  the  poverty  and  uncleanliness 
of  the  Arab  population ;  and  although  we  are  unable  to  relieve  their 
misei^,  we  can  at  least  maintain  the  cleanliness  of  the  quarter  in  which 
are  our  dwellings  and  those  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 

Nor  are  we  alone  interested  in  this  matter.  Tunis  is  in  frequent  com- 
munication with  Algeria,  Malta,  Marseilles,  and  the  principal  ports  of 
Italy.  The  diseases  which  develop  themselves  here  are  liable  to  spread 
over  the  whole  Mediterranean  coast. 

An  identical  letter  has  been  addressed  by  my  colleagues  to  their 
resi)ective  governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

•  No.  26.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tuni8j  November  26, 1868. 

Sib:  The  long  illness  of  the  Bey's  prime  minister  has  occasioned  a 
stagnation  in  affairs  for  several  months  past,  no  business  except  of  very 
miuor  importance  being  transacted  by  the  Bey  when  this  minister  is 
unable  to  attend. 

The  Bey  himself  rarely  receives  a  consul  in  the  absence  of  the  khas- 
nadar,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  excite  the  latter's  serious  displeasure  for  a 
native  to  speak  to  his  Highness  on  business  unless  in  his  presence. 

I  had  an  interview  with  the  Bey,  to  inform  him  of  the  result  of  the 
presidential  election,  which  he  had  expressed  much  interest  to  learn.  I 
received  the  news  in  eighteen  hours  from  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the  polls, 
and  when  it  was  confirmed  by  a  subsequent  telegram,  I  waited  on  his 
Highness,  who  accorded  me  an  interview  notwithstanding  that  his  min- 
ister was  too  ill  to  assist  at  it. 

The  crops,  which  promised  to  be  so  abundant  this  year,  have  fully  come 
up  to  the  estimate.  That  of  olive  oil  in  particular  is  very  large,  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  hope  for  an  equally  abundant  one  next  season. 
<The  misery  so  prevalent  lately  has  greatly  diminished,  and  I  think  there 
is  no  fear  of  repetition  of  the  widespread  suffering  of  last  winter. 
The  late  great  mortality  from  famine  and  disease  is  now  sensibly  felt  in 
the  scarcity  of  hands  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  health  of  the 
countrj'  is  quite  good  at  present. 

We  are  visited  by  the  German  traveler,  Gerhard  Eohlfs,  who  has  been 
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appointed  Prussian  consul  at  Jerusalem,  and  is  now  on  a  mission  to  the 
Sultan  of  Bomou,  to  whom  be  is  conveying  ricli  presents  from  the  King 
of  Prussia.    He  will  penetrate  the  interior  of  Africa  from  Tripoli. 

The  financial  commission  so  often  spoken  of,  and  the  discussion  in 
regard  to  which  was  So  near  producing  a  rupture  between  France  and 
this  regency,  is  now,  it  seems,  on  the  eve  of  being  organized  with  the 
joint  concurrence  of  France,  England,  and  Italy.  I  tear  it  will  only 
result  in  fresh  complications,  which,  without  benefiting  the  foreign  cred- 
itors of  the  Boy,  will  overwhelm  them  in  still  greater  difficulties.  On  the 
other  hand,  nothing  can  be  more  wretched  than  the  present  financial 
system,  if  system  it  can  be  called,  which  consists  in  extorting  the  last 
piaster  from  the  unfortunate  creditor  and  leaving  the  government  cred- 
itor to  clamor  for  his  pay.  Under  an  lionest  and  enlightened  adminis- 
tration, the  public  debt,  large  as  it  apparently  is  for  so  small  a  country, 
($30,000,000,)  would  soon  be  paid  off.  This  country  abounds  in  natural 
wealth:  the  soil  is  of  unsuqiassed  richness;  there  are  fine  fisheries  on 
the  coast,  and  the  mountains  abound  in  excellent  timber,  and,  it  is 
reported,  in  mines;  but  the  government  guards  them  with  a  jealousy 
which  can  only  be  explained  from  its  fear  of  exciting  the  cupidity  of 
foreigners.  There  is  much  natural  facility  for  irrigating  the  rich  plains 
which  once  sent  their  superabundant  yield  to  Italy;  and  where  the 
Komans  held  dominion  in  this  part  of  Africa,  they  spread  a  network  of 
aqueducts  over  the  country  the  colossal  remains  of  which  explain  how  it 
came  to  pass  that  Tunis,  once  styled  the  granary  of  Rome,  has,  since  the 
distruction  of  these  great  works,  been  dependent  on  other  nations  for 
bread. 

An  American  with  large  capital  is  about  introducing  agricultural 
steam  machinerj-  on  the  banks  of  the  Mejerda,  anciently  the  Bagrada, 
where  he,  in  association  with  a  Frenchman,  has  obtained  a  large  con- 
cession of  lands  from  the  Bey.  Although  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  their 
enterprise  will,  for  causes  too  numerous  to  mention,  end  in  loss,  it  will 
not  be  altogether  fruitless,  as  it  will  give  these  people  a  lesson  in  improved 
methods  of  cultivation.  Their  own  is  as  rude  as  it  was  in  the  days  of ' 
the  patriarchs. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HEAP. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  IState^  fl  ashingtorij  D,  C. 
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Jfr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

No.  50.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Beriie^  February  9,  1868. 

Sir:  The  iutervention  of  this  legation  has  been  asked  in  a  case  reported 
to  me  as  follows: 

One  Anna  Maria  Suter,  a  nativ^e  of  Oberentfelden,  canton  of  Aargan,  , 
Switzerland,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  married  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  2d  of  Jannary,  1855,  an  American  citizen  named  John  Httrlimann, 
a  tailor  of  that  city.  She  bore  issne  one  son,  bom  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1S57,  who  was  baptized  John.  The  mother,  Anna  Maria,  died  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1861. 

Subsequently  the  father  of  the  said  Anna  Maria  died  in  the  canton  oi 
Aargan,  leaving  a  fortune,  of  which  the  portion  falling  to  the  said  Anna 
Maria  as  one  of  the  heii*s,  if  living,  or  to  her  legitimate  issne  if  deceased, 
amounted  to  2,344.77  francs,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  communal 
aathorities  of  Oberentfelden. 

In  order  to  collect  this  money  for  the  son  and  heir  of  Anna  Maria 
Hlirlimann,  the  father,  John  Hiirlimann,  was  duly  appointed  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  Philadelphia  the  guardian  of  his  child,  and  as  such 
he  executed  a  power  of  attorney,  running  by  substitution  in  favor  of  one 
Strjilil,  an  attorney  of  the  canton  of  Aargau. 

All  the  necessary  certificates  and  papers,  that  is,  of  marriage,  birth, 
death,  and  guardianship,  with  power  of  attorney,  are  produced,  and  are 
iu  nowise  disputed. 

The  attorney,  Striihl,  demanded  the  payment  of  the  money;  the  com- 
munal authorities  refused  such  payment,  on  the  ground  that  the  marriage 
of  the  said  Anna  Maria  not  having  been  duly  promulgated  within  the 
canton  as  prescribed  by  law,  the  marriage  ccmld  not  be  acknowledged 
by  them  as  valid,  and  conse(iuently  the  claims  of  the  boy  John  must  be 
rejected  in  consequence  of  his  disputed  legitimacy. 

The  attorney  then  appealed  to  the  cantonal  authorities  to  recognize 
the  marriage  and  to  direct  the  payment  of  the  money  as  demanded. 
Tliis  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  laws  of  the  canton  require  the 
prior  publication  of  the  bans  of  marriage  within  the  canton  and  the  prior 
assent  of  the  authorities  thereto  in  order  to  a  legal  marriage  of  any  of  its 
citizens,  neither  of  whi(;h  prerequisites  had  been  observed  by  the  girl 
Anna  Maria.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on  both  points  was  rejected, 
and  as  the  co-heirs  disputed  the  claims  of  the  boy  John,  the  ultimate  dis- 
position of  the  inheritance  was  referred  to  the  courts  for  decision.  It 
was  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  that  the  appeal  was  made  to  tliis 
lei^ation  witj^  a  view  of  obtaining  lureversal  of  the  decision  of  the  cantonal 
Authorities  m  relation  to  the  marriage,  the  attorney  alleging  the  probable 
inutility  of  legal  proceedings  under  the  circumstauces,  and  pleading  the 
inability  of  the  parties  to  give  the  necessary  security.  Inasmuch  as  the 
^th  article  of  our  treaty  provides  that  "any  controversy  arising  between 
the  claimants  to  the  same  succession  shall  be  decided  according  to  the 
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laws  and  by  the  judges  of  the  country  in  which  the  property'  is  situated," 
I  determined  to  await  the  action  of  the  court,  and  in  the  mean  time  sub- 
mit the  question  for  instnictions.  I  transmitted  ^o  the  attorney  a  cer- 
tificate that  the  marriage  was  a  legal  marriage  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  «and  that  the  issue  thereof  was  a  legitimate  issue,  and 
the  boy  John  as  fully  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  as  if  the  mother  had 
been  a  native  thereof;  and  at  the  same  time  protested  against  the 
attempt  of  the  authorities  of  Aargau  to  invalidate  the  maniage  of  an 
American  citizen  so  solemnized,  and  against  their  assumed  right  to  declare 
the  issue  of  such  a  marriage  an  illegitimate  issue. 

It  must  be  aftirmed  that  the  laws  of  the  canton  of  Aargau  in  relation 
to  marriage  explicitly  declare  the  prior  publication  of  the  bans  within 
the  canton,  and  the  previous  assent  of  the  authorities  thereof,  to  be 
necessary  to  a  recognized  legal  marriage  of  any  of  its  citizens. 

The  questions  that  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  are — 

1.  Notwithstanding  the  letter  of  the  law  makes  use  of  the  word  "  citi- 
zen" without  distinction  of  sex,  is  it  not  the  presumption  of  law  that 
the  word  "  citizen ''  so jased  means  male  citizens  f 

2.  Does  not  the  language  of  the  fifth  article  of  our  treaty  so  qualify 
or  determine  the  siguifiitation  of  the  word  "  citizen "  as  to  render  the 
laws  of  domicile  in  question  inapplicable  to  the  case  herein  presented  ? 
that  is  to  say,  is  not  the  boy  John,  notwithstanding  the  la<;he8  on  the 
part  of  the  mother,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  withi^  the  meaning 
of  the  treaty,  entitled  as  such,  under  article  fifth,  to  "  succeed  to  the  said 
property,  or  inherit  it,"  and  '*  to  take  possession  thereof,"  in  the  absence 
of  other  legal  objections,  "  either  by  himself,  or  by  another  party  for 
him!" 

The  laws  in  relation  to  the  marriage  are,  of  course,  enacted  to  give 
effect,  within  the  canton,  to  a  well-defined  and  recognized  public  \vAky. 
The  gTcat  object  and  aim  of  that  policy  appears  to  1^  the  interdiction  to 
the  spread  of  pauperism,  which  undoubtedly  is  the  great  bane  of  Switzer- 
land. It  bears  Aost  heavily  upon  property,  demanding  in  many  of  the 
cantons  a  serious  percentage  of  incomes,  and  the  Swiss  may  with  just 
pride  point  to  their  nmny  and  well-regulated  public  and  private  insti- 
tutions, organized  for  the  relief  or  the  amelioration  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  native  iK)or.  Their  support,  however,  imi>oses  such  heavy  and  serious 
burdens  upon  property  as  to  demand  the  exercise  of  all  proper  precau- 
tions to  prevent  their  increase. 

The  laws,  by  prescribing  the  prior  publication  of  the  bans  within  the 
canton  and  the  previous  assent  of  the  authorities,  answers,  in  part,  this 
great  demand,  by  placing  it  within  the  power  of  the  authorities  to  pre- 
vent, in  some  measure,  the  increase  of  a  population  liable,  on  the  death 
or  disability  of  those  upon  whom  they  naturally  dei>end  for  support,  to 
be  thrown  as  paupers  ui>ou  the  community  at  large. 

Each  canton  not  only  imposes  uiK)n  itself  a  dutitiil  care  of  it«  resident 
native  i)oor,  but  recognizes  the  right  in  all  other  cantons  to  remit  to  the 
canton  of  origin  such  of  their  residents  of  foreign  birth  as  have  become, 
or  are  immediately  liable  to  become,  public  burdens ;  and  this  principle  is 
recognized  by  the  third  article  of  our  treaty,  which  stipulates  that  each 
country  shall  at  all  times  receive  such  of  its  citizens  as  may  be  retmned 
to  it  by  the  other,  in  compliance  witU  the  laws  regulating  morals  and 
mendicity.  Stringent  laws  are  justifiable,  if  not  necessary,  to  prevent 
imposition. 

A  citizen  of  the  canton  Aargau  in  taking  to  himself  a  wife  of  foreign 
origin  proposes  to  invest  her  and  her  children  with  his  own  nationaUty, 
and  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  appertaining  thereto^  which  corn- 
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prise,  among  others,  the  not  unimportant  one  of  a  future  contingent  sup- 
I)ort  by  the  canton  ;  and  the  authorities  may  therefore  justly  claim  the 
right  to  prescribe  the,terms  u[)Oii  which  such  rights  and  privileges  shall 
be  Cimceded,  and  to  declare  that  the  laws  of  donucile  in  relation  to  mar- 
riage shall  follow  and  adhere  to  all  its  citizens  during  any  temporary 
8C)jouni  abroad. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  female  native  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  inter- 
marrying with  a  foreigner,  divests  herself  of  her  nationality,  and  at  the 
same  time,  at  once  and  forever,  extinguishes  all  her  cantonal  rights  and 
privileges  inherent  by  virtue  of  her  nativity,  and  removes  from  her  can- 
tonal authorities  all  present  and  future  cantonal  liabilities  on  account 
of  herself  and  of  her  children.  As  an  Aargovieune  she  ceases  from  that 
moment  to  exist,  and  the  laws  of  domicile,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  cantonal  or  communal  property  or  privileges,  cease  to  oper- 
ate a  corollary  that  the  authorities  would  have  been  i)romi)t  to  recognize 
and  assert  had  the  boy  John,  instead  of  appearing  as  a  claimant  to 
property,  been  remitted,  under  article  three  of  the  treaty,  as  a  pauper 
to  the  cantonal  authorities  for  8upi)ort.  ^ 

Practically,  luider  the  laws,  there  is  little  diflacnlty,  even  for  the  poor, 
(none  with  the  well-to-do,)  iu  obtaining  a  license  to  marry,  when  both 
parties  are  natives  of  the  same  commune,  inasmuch  as  a  legitimate  fam- 
ily imposes  no  greater  contingent  liabilities  upon  the  state  than  the  not 
unlikely  equally  large  illegitimate  family  that  woiUd  follow  refusal.  Kor 
is  there  difficulty  in  regard  to  a  license  for  a  female  desiring  to  inter- 
marry with  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  canton,  as  thereby  her  cantonal  authori- 
ties would  be  relieved  of  all  contiugeiit  liabilities  for  the  support  of  her- 
self, as  well  as  of  her  children  5  and  the  poorer  the  applicant  the  more 
prompt  the  compliance. 

Reverse  the  question,  and  the  eventualities  are  carefully  scrutinized 
l)efore  a  license  is  granted,  the  laws  of  propriety  or  of  morality  having 
little  or  no  weight  when  the  great  question  of  pauperism  is  involved. 

The  Swiss  federal  constitution  confers  upon  each  catfton  the  right  to 
expel,  or  to  remit  to  the  canton  of  origin,  any  foreign  residents  who 
may  fall  to  the  public  charge  in  consequence  of  poverty.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  incumbent  upon  the  authorities,  when  notified  of  an  intended 
marriage  of  a  female  native  of  the  canton  with  a  foreigner,  to  insure  a 
compliance  on  the  part  of  such  foreigner  with  the  laws  of  his  domicile. 
Otherwise  the  marriage  may  subsequently  be  declared  invalid,  and  the 
wife,  with  her  nationality  thus  declared  unchanged,  may  be  remitted, 
burdened  it  may  be  with  children,  to  her  canton  of  origin  for  supjiort. 
This  only  known  argument  in  supiwrt  of  the  laws  of  domicile  attaching 
to  females  marrying  abroad  falls  to  the  ground  when  the  foreign  laws 
under  which  the  marriage  may  have  been  solemnized  recognizes  the  mar- 
riage as  legal  and  binding,  and  proclaims  the  nationality  of  the  wife  to 
have  been  merged  in  that  of  her  husband. 

It  appears  that  the  purposes  and  intent  of  the  public  policy  in  relation 
to  marriage,  as  well  as  of  the  laws,  are  fully  met  by  the  admission  that 
the  laws  of  domicile  in  relation  to  marriage  follow  and  adhere  to  all  male 
citizens,  so  long  as  their  allegiance  remains  unbroken;  and  that  any 
other  construction,  the  more  especially  if  such  other  construction  is 
made  to  vary  to  suit  selfish  and  v^ying  circumstances,  ofifends  all  laws 
•of  justice  and  morality. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  these  remarks  may  be  considered,  if  not 
foreign,  at  least  as  irrelevant  or  unnecessary  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  upon  which  I  ask  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary. 

John  HtLrlimann^  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  having  married  one 
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Anna  Maria  Snter,  a  native  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  within,  under,  and 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  which  he  was  at  the  time  a  resident 
and  a  citizen,  is  their  child  John,  the  issue  of  such  marriage,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  article  five  of  our  treaty  with 
Switzerland,  and  entitled  thereunder,  notwithstanding  the  alleged  laches 
of  the  mother,  to  inherit,  as  her  heir,  the  property  to  which  otherwise  he 
has  acknowledged  title  f  If  yes,  and  the  intervention  of  this  legation 
is  directed,  shall  such  intervention  precede  or  follow  legal  proceedings 
before  the  court  to  which  the  **  ulterior  disi)osition  of  the  inheritance  ^ 
has  been  remitted  f 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stute^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Harrington. 

No.  30.]  DEPARTlklENT  OF  STATE, 

WaMngtonj  March  21,  1808. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  tlie  9th  of  February,  No.  50,  haaibeeu  receive<I. 
In  that  communication  you  set  forth  the  following  facts,  namely:  that 
Anna  Maria  Suter,  a  native  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  in  Switzerland, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  was  married  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
2d  of  January,  1855,  to  John  Hiirlimann,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
residing  in  that  city :  that  she  bore  a  son  on  the  15th  of  March,  IS-jT, 
who  was  baptized  John,  and  that  sh^;  died  on  the  20th  of  March,  18(U; 
that  afterwards  the  father  of  the  said  Anna  Maria  Suter  died  in  the 
canton  of  Aar^u,  leaving  a  fortune,  a  portion  of  which  would  have 
fallen  to  the  sam  Anna  Maria,  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  father,  if  she 
were  living,  or  to  her  legitimate  issue  if  she  were  dead ;  that  i)roceedin.i:s 
at  law  have  been  instituted  in  Switzerland  by  John  Hiirlimann,  the 
father  of  the  aforenamed  child,  John,  son  of  the  said  Anna  Maria,  to 
recover  the  portion  of  the  estate  beforementioned ;  and  that  the  legiti- 
macy of  the  child  is  denied  under  law  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  marriage  in  the  United  States  was  celebrated  without 
a  compliance  with  the  preliminaries  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  can- 
ton. The  attorney  for  the  child  requests  your  intervention,  and  you 
solicit  instructions  on  the  subject. 

You  give  no  facts  from  which  we  can  detergiine  whether  the  mothers 
domicile,  immediately  before  her  maiTiage,  remained  in  Switzerland  or 
had  been  established  in  this  country ;  of  course  her  marriage  fixed  that 
domicile  here. 

That  fact,  however,  may  not  have  had  any  retroactive  bearing  upon 
the  mother's  antecedent  domicile.  The  law  of  Congress  which  declai-es 
that  women  of  foreign  birth  who  marry  citizens  of  the  United  States 
thereby  themselves  become  citizens,  was  not  enacted  until  February  10, 
1855,  a  month  after  the  marriage. 

Our  law  treats  as  valid  a  marriage  which  is  valid  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  was  solemnized. 

The  law  of  Switzerland,  and  in  general  those  of  continental  Europe, 
while  admitting  that  the  law  of  the  place  controls  as  to  the  form  of  mar- 
riage, nevertheless  holds  that  in  respect  to  the  capacity  of  the  person  to 
contract  marriage  the  law  of  the  domicile  travels  with  him,  and  invali- 
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dates  the  union  wherever  contracted,  if  it  be  against  the  law  of  his 
domicile. 

It  may,  however,  I  think,  be  successfully  maintained  that,  even  under 
the  European  jurisdiction  in  relation  to  the  ctipacity  of  the  i)erson  to 
eoTitract  marriage,  the  bona  fide  establishment  of  a  new  domicile  with  the 
intention  of  a  jMirmanent  residence  therein,  relieves  the  emigrant  from 
the  bonds  of  his  native  law. 

Under  any  circumstances,  this,  in  the  first  instance,  would  be  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Swiss  courts ;  but  under  the  special  provision  of  our  treaty 
with  Switzerland,  it  is  a  question  for  those  courts  finally.  The  6th  article, 
11th  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  declines  that  any  controversy 
that  may  arise  among  the  claimants  of  the  same  succession  as  to  whom 
the  i)roperty  shall  belong  shall  be  decided  according  to  the  laws,  and 
by  the  judges  of  the  country  in  which  the  property  is  situated.  I  thinji 
it  to  be  a  just  construction  of  this  section  that  it  takes  the  question  alto- 
jrt'ther  out  of  the  domain  of  diplomacy. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  express  the  opinion  here,  that  whether  the 
diild  now  in  question  shall  be  held  by  the  court#  of  Switzerland  to  be 
lejjitimate  or  illegitimate,  he  is  nevertheless  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

George  Ha*erington,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Rarrington  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  July  22,  1868. 

Sir  :  Under  date  of  9th  February  last  (my  No.  50)  I  Iftid  the  honor  to 
snhmit  in  detail  for  your  consideration  the  case  of  John  Iliirlimann,  of 
Philadelphia,  a  minor  claimant  to  certain  moneys  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  authorities  of  Oberentfelden,  canton  of  Aargau,  as  the  property  of 
his  motlier,  deceased,  the  delivery  of  which  had  been  refused  on  "the 
frrouud  that  prior  to  her  marriage  the  mother  had  not  fulfilled  the  pre- 
riHiuisites  of  her  cantonal  laws,  and  therefore  the  marriage  could  not 
l)e  recognized  as  legal,  and  as  a  consequence  the  claims  of  the  boy,  John, 
were  barred  by  reason  of  his  illegitimacy.  The  intervention  of  this  lega- 
tion was  asked  and  the  case  was  submitted  for  instructions. 

Your  No.  30,  bearing  date  the  21st  March,  in  rejily,  confirmed  my 
cle<nsiou  as  taken  with  the  attorney  for  the  claimant,  viz :  that  under  the 
0th  article  of  the  treaty  the  question  must  be  decided  by  the  courts  to 
which  it  had  been  refeiTed.  At  the  same  time  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
the  general  tenor  of  your  dispatch  left  it  discretionary  with  me  to  pre- 
s<*ut  the  subject  to  the  government  if  such  course  should  be  deemed 
by  me  advisable,  and  hence  in  my  No.  58  I  remarked  that  it  was  not 
imi>ossible  that  the  subject  might  give  rise  to  further  correspondence. 

Subsequently  the  attorney  again  addressed  me  and  im^jlored  the  acticm 
of  this  legation  as  the  last  and  only  hope  for  success.  Upon  retlection 
aud  after  examining  the  question  with  some  care,  I  determined  to  address 
the  federal  council,  if  not  with  the  confident  expectation  of  success  in 
this  jjarticular  case,  at  least  with  the  hope  of  presenting  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  enable  me  to  touch  with  some  eft'ect  mdirectly  upon  the 
question  of  emigration. 
13  D  C — ^VOL.  n 
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I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  my  commonication  to  the 
High  Federal  Council,  as  also  of  their  decision,  which,  it  gives  me  a  pleas- 
ure to  say,  sustains  the  grounds  assumed  by  me,  that  this  case  is  covered 
by  the  treaty,  and  that  as  an  American  citizen,  in  the  absence  of  ottier 
legal  objections,  the  boy,  John,  being  the  legitimate  child  and  heir  of 
Anna  Maria  HUriimaun,  n^  Suter,  is  entitled  to  recover  the  money  at 
issue. 

This  decision  settles  certain  principles  that  will  hereafter  have  an 
important  favorable  bearing  upon  many  of  the  numerous  questions  con- 
stantly arising  between  natives  of  the  canton  of  Aargau — who  become 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States — and  the  communal  or  cantontd 
authorities  thereof,  and,%o  far  as  I  can  learn,  reverses  the  practice 
obtaining,  until  the  present,  in  like  cases. 

I  hope  my  action  may  be  approved. 

With  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HARRmGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingioUj  D.  C. 


Mr,  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  Ckmncil, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  June  6,  1868. 

The  underaiffned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  begs  to  submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  high  federal  council  a  question  now  pending  iu  the  canton  of  Aaigan, 
which  has  arisen  under  the  foUowing  circumstances  : 

One  Anna  Maria  Suter,  a  native  of  Oberentfelden,  canton  of  Aargau,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  married  in  Philadelphia,  on  the2dof  January,  1855,  an  American 
citizen  named  John  HUrlimann.  She  bore  issue  one  son,  bom  on  the  15th  of  March, 
lcC)7,  who  waa  4)aptized  John.  The  mother,  Anna  Maria,  died  on  the  29th  of  March, 
ie6L 

Subsequently  the  parents  of  the  said  Anna  Maria  died  in  the  canton  of  Aargau,  leav- 
ing a  fortune,  of  which  the  portion  falling  to  the  said  Anna  Maria  as  one  of  the  heirs, 
if  living,  or  to  her  heirs,  if  deceased,  amounted  to  2,344  77  firamcs,  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  conmiunal  authorities  of  Oberentfelden. 

In  onler  to  coUect  this  money  for  the  son  and  heir  of  Anna  Maria  HUrlimaim,  the 
father,  John  Hilrlimann,  was  duly  appointed  by  the  proper  authorities  of  Philadelphia 
the  guardian  of  his  child,  and  as  such  he  executed  a  power  of  attorney  running  by  the 
substitution  in  favor  of  one  Strahl,  an  attorney  of  the  canton  of  Aargau. 

All  the  necessary  certificates  and  pai)ers,  that  is,  of  marriage,  birth,  death,  and  guar- 
dianship, with  power  of  attorney,  are  produced,  and  are  in  no  way  disputed. 

The  attorney  Striihl  demanded  the  payment  of  the  money.  The  conmiunal  authori- 
ties refused  such  payment  on  the  ground  that  the  marriage  of  the  said  Anna  Maria  not 
having  been  duly  promulgated  within  the  canton  as  prescribed  by  law,  could  not  b© 
acknowledged  by  them  aa  valid,  and  consequently  the  claims  of  the  boy  John  most  be 
rejected  in  conseciuence  of  his  disputed  legitimacy. 

The  attorney  then  api>ealed  to  the  cantonal  autnorities  to  recognize  the  marriage  and 
to  direct  the  payment  of  the  money  as  demaude<l.  This  was  refused  on  the  ground  that 
the  laws  of  the  canton  reipiire  the  prior  publication  of  the  bans  of  mamage  within 
the  canton,  and  the  prior  assent  of  the  autnorities  thereto,  in  order  to  a  legal  marriage 
of  any  of  its  citizens,  neither  of  which  prerequisites  had  been  observed  by  the  girl  Anna 
Maria. 

While  thus  declaring  their  adherence  to  the  view  taken  by  the  communal  authorities, 
the  question  of  the  legal  status  of  the  boy  John  was  referred  by  them  to  the  courta  Cor 
final  decision. 

The  judgment  of  the  court,  so  long  as  the  cantonal  authorities  maintain  their  decis- 
ion of  not  recognizing  the  legality  of  the  marriage  of  the  girl  Anna  Mtiria,  cannot  be 
doubtful.  It  will  necessarily  be  adverse  to  the  claimant.  The  illiberality,  not  to  say 
injustice,  of  the  Aar^jovienlaw  which  denies  right^eous  claims  to  its  citizens  settled  for 
many  years  in  America,  and  married  there  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  State«» 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  supreme  court  of  that  canton.  (Reports  1851,  p.  10.)  The 
undersigned  begs  leave  to  submit  briefly  some  of  the  considerations  that  induce  him 
to  hope  that  the  authorities  of  the  canton  of  Aargau  may  reconsider  their  deciaion 
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tbroQgh  the  intervention  of  the  high  federal  conncil^  which  he  has  now  the  honor  to 
recjuest. 

Iiisjii8t  aud  proper  that  the  authorities  of  the  canton  of  Aargaii  Bhonhl  prescribe 
the  oonditious  ui»ou  which  the  citizens  thereof  shall  be  permitted  to  introduce  foreign- 
ere  into  the  ciuitoUy  and  invest  them  with  the  full  rights  and  privih'ges  of  native  citi- 
zeiiH.  Thus  an'Aargovien  marrying  out  of  the  canton,  i^roposes  to  invest  his  wife  and 
hf  r  chiMren.  if  any  there  shall  be,  with  all  the  cantonal  and  comiqpnal  riglits  and  privi- 
Ic-jes  which  he  himself  enjoys,  and  if,  by  any  unforeseen  circumstances,  they  unfor- 
tfmately  an*  reduced  to  a  stat-e  of  poverty,  such  wife  and  children,  if  the  fonns  of  law 
in  regard  to  marriage  have  been  fully  complied  with,  would  have,  of  right,  certain 
cliiinis  upon  the  canton.  Without,  therefore,  some  checks  being  thrown  around  the  in- 
trwluction  of  new  citizens  into  the  canton,  it  is  by  no  means  ini]M>ssible  that  the  pauper 
bunicus  might  be  onerously^  if  not  alarmingly,  increased.  These  considerations,  it  is 
Wlievwl,  enter  into,  and  in  part  prompt  the  iiolicy  of  those  laws. 

When,  however,  an  Aargovienne  marries  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  laws  governing  the  domicile  of  her  husband,  the  considerations  above  recited  are 
inapjilicable  and  fall  to  the  ground. 

By  the  act  of  marriage  she  becomes  clothed  with  the  nationality  of  her  husband  and 
at  ouct.«  !issnmes  her  place  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
frhe  forfeits  and  annuls  all  the  cantonal  and  communal  rights  and  privileges  otherwise 
of  ri«jht  attaching  to  her  by  virtue  of  her  nativity.  This  view  has  not  only  been  recog- 
nized, but  more  than  once  put  into  practice  in  the  cantons  of  Switzerland,  and,  doubtless, 
will  not  be  disputed ;  and  further,  if  an  Aargovien  woman  duly  married  to  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  but  without  having  fulfilled  the  prerequisites  of  her  cantonal  laws,  should 
with  her  children  be  remitted  to  the  care  of  her  native  canton  under  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty,  upon  the  ground  that  the  laws  and  authorities  of  her  canton  did  not 
recognize  the  marriage  as  legal,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  decision  of  the  cantonal 
anthorities  would  be  that  the  woman  and  her  children  were  American  citizens,  and 
consequently  had  no  claims  upon  the  canton  for  support ;  and  such  decision,  per  ae,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  would  be  clearly  just  and  defensible. 

The  question  therefore  presents  itself,  is  it  not  the  presiunption  of  law  that  the  word 
citizen  as  used  in  the  law  means  nuile  citizen  ?  Does  not  that  construction  me^^t  fully 
the  jjolicy  and  intent  of  the  law  t  Will  not  any  other  construction  militate  against 
jn^tice  and  morality  f 

The  authoritieci  of  the  canton  of  Aargan  encourage  in  every  possible  manner  the  emi- 
gration of  its  citizens,  even  to  the  point  of  supplj'ing  the  funds,  when  necessary,  to  such 
as  may  U»  induced  or  have  the  desire  to  leave  the  canton,  but  not  the  m^jins  of  so  doing. 
Once  landcHl  in  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  those  cantonal  authorities  that  the 
emignmts  should  remain  there,  and  forever  relieve  them,  the  authorities,  from  all  con- 
tingent liability  for  their  future  sui>port ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supixjsed  that  money  is 
famished  for  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  United  States,  be  it  of  longer  or  shorter  dura- 
tion, or  that  it  is  given  for  any  other  purpose  than  tliat  herein  stated. 

bach  H'lief  can  only  be  obtained  by  their  emigrants  becoming  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  therefore  encouraged  to  become  such  citizens  with  the  sole  view  of 
relieving  the  canton  from  all  further  claims  therefrom. 

The  cantonal  authorities,  of  course,  cannot,  nor  is  it  their  wish  to,  prescribe  the 
terms  upon  or  the  fonns  under  which  their  emigrants  shall  become  citizeus  of  the  coun- 
try wherein,  at  the  wish  of  these  cantonal  or  communal  authorities,  they  have  taken 
up  their  abode.  Once  made  citizens  of  that  country  the  authorities  nave  a  legal  bar  to 
any  subsequent  reclamations  they  may  prefer  against  the  canton ;  for  no  tbrtdgner 
can  obtain  that  privilege  without  having  previously  and  in  the  most  solemn  nuiuner 
forsworn  and  renouucei^  under  oath,  all  foreign  allegiance,  and  especially  his  citizen- 
!^hip  of  and  allegiance  to  the  country  and  place  (by  name)  of  his  nativity;  and  there- 
fore the  simple  presentation  by  an  emigrant  of  an  American  passport,  or  "of  his  certifi- 
cate of  uaturalb.ation  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is,  in  fact,  though  not  in  form, 
a  renewal  of  renunciation  of  his  original  citizenship  and  allegiance,  and  may  so  bo  con^ 
uidered  by  the  Swiss  authorities. 

If,  therefore,  the  authonties  hold  the  issue  of  any  marriage  of  an  Aargovienne^ 
duly  celebrated  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  witli  an  American  citizen^ 
notwithstanding  the  prior  formalities  prescribed  by  the  cantonal  laws  had  not  been 
complied  with,  to  be  legal  so  far  as  to  deprive  her  and  her  issue  of  all  further  claima 
upon  her  canton  in  consequence  of  their  having  become  American  citizens,  is  it  justy 
when  they  present  themselves  as  rightful  claimants  to  property,  that  interested  parties 
should  be  sustained  in  their  attempts  to  appropriate  to  themselves  that  to  which  oth- 
erwise they  have  no  shadow  of  title  or  right,  ui>on  the  ground  that  certain  cantonal 
prerecjuisites  have  not  been  fulfilled  t  May  not  the  court  well  proclaim  the  illiberality 
of  a  law  that  is  willing,  at  the  instance  of  interested  parties,  to  declare  that  a  woman, 
<lnly  and  legally  married  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  of  which  she  is  a  citizen, 
hits  lH?en  livnig*^a  life  of  immorality  and  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and 
attach  to  her  children  the  stigma  of  illegitimacy  ? 
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A»  iK'fcjrc  stated,  and  as  is  well  known,  the  authorities  encourajije  the  eniiji^ration  of 
its  eitizens  with  a  view  of  their  becoming  eitizenn  of  tlie  United  States.  Is  not  (tuch 
enc'ouragenu'nt  anas-senttotheirbeeomin^snelieitizensundertheprovisionsc^f  the  laws 
of  till*  United  ^:^t}lte8  f  Are  they  not  expressly  told  tis  another  indneeiuent  to  eiuigratimi. 
that  they  may,  by  labor  and  good  condnc^t,  beeome  well-to-do  citizens  of  that  couutn, 
and  may  not  such  encouragement  be  taken  as  an  jwsent  in  advance  to  their  natuniJi- 
zation  by  whatever  forms  to  be  obtaine^l,  one  of  which,  for  females,  is  b^'  marriage  witli 
an  American  citizen  f  The  undei*signed  is  well  aware  that  these  general  views  address 
themselves  to  the  cantonal  rather  than  to  the  federal  authorities. 

The  undersigned  however  believes,  and  would  submit  to  the  considenition  of  th<» 
high  federal  council,  that  the  claims  of  the  boy,  John,  are  covered  by  the  provisions  uf 
the  treaty  between  the  two  countries. 

Article  live  of  that  treaty  declares  that  "  the  citizelis  of  each  one  of  the  coutrartino 
parties  shall  have  the  power  to  disjiose  of  *^heir  jjersonal  property  within  the  jurisilit- 
tion  of  the  other  by  sale,  testament,  donation,  or  in  any  other  manner,  and  their  heirs, 
whether  by  testament  or  by  abo  inteHtato,  or  their  successors,  being  cftizens  of  the  other 
jiarty,  shall  succeed  to  the  said  property  or  inlierit  it,  and  may  take  possession  thereof 
either  by  tliemselves  or  by  others  acting  for  them,"  &c.;  and  article  six  declares  "  any 
controversy  that  may  arise  among  the  claimants  to  the  same  succession  as  to  whom  tlir 
property  shall  belong,  shall  be  decided  according  to  the  laws  and  by  the  judges  of  the 
country  in  which  the  jn-operty  is  situated.'^ 

Section  five  is  express  in  the  declaration  that  citizens  of  each  of  the  contracting  jwr- 
ties  shall  have  certain  powers,  and  that  their  *'  heirs,  whether  by  testament  or  aho  intentah 
or  their  successors,  being  citizens  of  the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to  said  proiH?rtv  or 
inherit  it,"  &e. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  girl,  Anna  Maria,  having,  by  the  act  of  the  mar- 
riage, beeome  an  American  citizen;  nor  is  there  a  question  as  to  the  claimant  l)eing  ;iii 
American  citizen;  nor  is  it  disputed  that  tlie  property  in  question  is  the  rightful  pn»i>- 
erty  of  Anna  Maria  Hiirlimann,  nee  8uter,  if  living,  or  of  her  heirs  if  deceased.  Tin* 
<pu'stion  referi'cd  to  the  courts  for  decision,  theri'fore,  is  as  to  the  tttatua  of  an  American 
citizen,  which  the  undersigned  contends  is  a  subject  ifor  the  American  and  not  for  tlw 
Aargovien  courts ;  and  further,  that  while  the  order  of  succession  may  be  fixed  by  the 
will  of  the  testator  and  be  aoverned  by  .the  laws  of  the  countrj'  of  the  ti'stator,  the 
question  of  heirship  can  onlj'  be  decided  by  the  laws  of  the  countrj*  to  which  the  hi'ir 
behmgs,  and  therefore,  under  the  treaty,  the  atatus  of  the  boy  John  should  ])e  decided  by 
the  American  and  not  by  the  Aargovien  law. 

No  American  court  would  deprive  an  Aargovienne  wife  and  her  children  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  husband  and  father,  because  of  an  Aargovien  decision  or  law  ])ronouncii)^ 
the  marriage  illegal,  or  the  children  illegitimate,  for  want  of  Aargovien  prere<pii»it4-K 
of  marriage. 

But  looking  to  the  AargoWen  civil  law,  the  undersigned  claims  that  tliereundcr 
the  boy  John  is  entitled  to  the  projierty  in  question.  It  is  not  in  this  instance  the 
rights  of  a  liusband  to  the  x>roperty  of  his  wife  that  is  called  in  question,  but  the  rights* 
of  his  child.  If  the  undersigned  is  rightly  informed,  the  Aargovien  law  distinctly 
declares  that  the  childTen  of  illegal  mamage  shall  have  all  the  rights  of  children  of 
recognized  marriages.  If,  therefore,  a  nmrriage  duly  celebrated  in  the  United  States 
be  declared  by  the  Aargovien  law  as  illegal,  and  as  a  consequence  the  childn^n  illegiti- 
mate, the  civil  law  itself,  if  the  above  postulate  be  correct,  while  it  would  deprive  the 
husband  of  the  deceased  wife's  proj>erty,  gives  to  the  children  of  such  a  marriage  the 
same  rights  an  to  the  cliildren  ot  a  legitimate  marriage.  But  the  undersigned  cannot 
admit  the  competency  of  the  Aargovien  courts  to  decide  upon  the  »^i/mj»  of  an  American 
citizen,  and  he  contends  that  all  that  should  be  recpured  by  the  Aargovien  authoritil•^ 
tc»  acknowledge  the  claims  of  the  child,  John  Hiirlimann,  is  .the  proofs  of  the  legal  mar- 
riage according  to  the  American  law,  and  this  proof  is  full  and  complete,  as  well  as  the 
evidence  that  the  boy  John  is  an  American  citizen. 

'  The  undersigned  ventures  to  cx])re8S  the  confident  hope,  that  after  examination,  the 
high  federal  council  will  concur  with  him  that  the  tttahitt  of  the  boy  John  is  covensl  hy 
the  treaty  Jiud  the  legal  documents  transmitted  herewith;  and  tliat  as  an  Aiuerirau 
citizen,  (as  well  as  in  pui*suance  of  the  civil  law,)  he  is  justly  entitled  under  the  tn*aty 
to  succeed  to  the  jirojierty  in  question,  and  to  take  possession  thereof  by  the  attoniey 
duly  appointed  for  that  purjiose. 

In  submitting  this  (piestion  the  undersigned  begs  your  excellency  and  the  high  fed- 
eral council  to  receive  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  L  Drns, 

Premlent  of  the  Swin's  Confederation j  Berne, 
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Mr.  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  Council, 

Beuxe,  Juh/  21,  1868. 

The  midersi^ned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  aeknowl- 
edge  the  rieoei|rt  of  your  exeeUency'seonimunieatijin  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  is  an- 
i)oiiuee<t  the  decision  of  the  high  federal  ctiuncil  in  the  matter  of  Jolni  lliirlimann, 
wliich  the  undersigned  ha<l  the  honor  to  submit  foi  their  consideration  under  date  of 
Jnne  6.  18t>8. 

The  undersitrned  bej^s  your  excellency  to  convey  to  the  high  federal  council  hia 
arknowledgnieut  for  their  prompt  and  favorable  action,  and  he  begs  to  renew  the 
assurances  of  his  liighest  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  I.  Dubs,  Preaident^  tfc,  ifc. 


The  Federal  Council  to  Mr.  Hanington. 

[Translation.] 

Berne,  July  14,  1868. 

On  r»-turning  to  the  United  States  minister  resident  in  the  Swiss  Confederation  the 
]xickage  of  dtK'unients  accompanying  his  note  of  the  9th  of  June  last,  in  relation  to  the 
elaiui  of  John  Hiirliniann,  the  tedcral  council  announces  that  it  has  considered  the 
rvjmrt  of  the  authorities  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  dated  29th  ultimo,  on  this  affair,  and 
Tn»w  informs  said  authorities  that  it  concurs  in  their  decision,  that  John  lliirlimann, 
.^■nior,  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  his  mamage  with  Anna  Maria  Suter  was 
in  .'MM'onlance  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  male  issue  of  that  mar- 
riage is  considennl  a«  the  legitimate  descc^ndant  of  an  American  citizen ;  therefore  no 
Swiss  authority  can  decide  the  civil  status  of  an  American  citizen,  because  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  those  of  the  canton  of  Aargau,  are  to  obtain  in  this  matter. 

The  f«'der,il  ciumcil  also  observes,  that,  liy  virtue  of  an  international  treaty  still  in 
fi)rce  between  Switzerland  an<l  the  United  States  of  America,  an  American  citizen  has 
the  right,  in  case  of  successitms,  t(>  be  treated  as  a  Swiss;  and,  therefore,  John  Hiirli- 
maun,  juni(»r,  must  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  ho  were  the  issue  of  a  lawful 
marriage  of  Aargovien  citizens. 

From  the  a)>ove,  the  federal  council  judges  the  refusal  of  the  communal  c(mncil  of 
Entfi-lden  to  be  contrary  to  the  treaty,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reversed,  iimsmuch  as 
uo  civil  suit  for  the  succession  is  intended  to  be  prosecuted. 

The  federal  council  has  instructed  the  authorities  of  Aargau  to  make  this  known  to 
the  heirs,  for  their  guidance,  and  to  report  the  result  of  its  intervention  in  the  affair. 

Reserving  the  privilege  of  further  comnninications  on  the  subject,  the  council  repeats 
t(»  Mr.  George  Harrington  the  assurance  of  its  high  consideration. 

DUBS, 
President  of  the  Confederation  for  the  Federal  Council. 

SCHIEFS, 


Hon.  George  Harrington,  tfc,  <fc,  <fc.,  Berne. 


Chancellor  of  the  Confederation. 


Mr,  Harrington  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  02.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  July  31,  1868. 

Sir:  On  Friday,  the  8th  of  May,  I  was  informed  of  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  one  Charles  Berry,  a  native  of  Basle,  bnt  asserted  to  be 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  tJnited  States,  under  circumstances  which, 
it'  true  as  asserted,  apiieared  to  demand  my  prompt  intervention.  It 
was  the  attorney  of  Mrs.  Berry,  then  at  Stuttgart,  that  made  application 
to  me  at  the  suggestion  of  United  States  consul  Klauprecht,  whose  card 
he  prt^sented  as  an  introduction. 

Although  he  had  with  him  no  direct  evidence  of  Mr.  Berry's  natural- 
ization  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  such  papers,  he  said,  being  in 
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the  possession  of  Mr.  Berry  when  arrested,  he  submitted  to  me  two 
commissions  as  second  and  first  lieutenant  in  the  New  York  volmiteere, 
runuingin  the  name  of  Mr.  Berrs',  with  other  papers  in  support  of  his 
assertions  sufficient  to  justify  preliminary  action. 

I  directed  him,  therefore,  to  proceed  at  onc^  to  Basle,  and  confer  with 
Mr.  Consul  Wolff,  to  whom  I  gave  instructions  to  investigate  the  case, 
and  ascertain  if  Mr.  Berry  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  report  to  me  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Wolff  reached  me  on  Monday  morning,  the  Utb, 
accompanied  by  an  intimation  that  it  was  the  probable  intention  of  the 
Basle  authorities  to  consign  Mr.  Beny  to  prison  at  hard  labor. 

I  immediately  addressed  the  high  federal  council,  submitted  to  them 
the  alleged  facts,  and  requested  it  ui>on  investigation  they  were  sub- 
stantiated, the  prompt  release  of  Mr.  Berry,  with  an  intimation  that 
some  indemnity  would  be  demanded. 

The  high  federal  council  evidently  at  once  took  action  in  the  prem- 
ises. Mr.  Berry  was  released  on  Wednesday,  the  13th,  at  3  j).  m.,  and 
the  rei>ort  of  the  Basle  authorities  in  relation  tliereto  was  transmitted  by 
the  federal  council  to  this  legation  under  date  of  the  15th. 

The  Basle  authorities,  it  will  be  seen,  ignored  the  features  of  the  case 
as  submittexi  by  me,  and  their  report  appeared  to  be  in  other  respects 
of  so  unsatisfactory  and  deceptive  a  character  as  to  induce  me  to  iiisti 
tute  an  investigation,  the  result  of  which  I  embodied  in  my  rejoinder  of 
this  day's  date. 

These  three  communications,  that  is  to  say,  my  first  dispatch  to  the 
federal  council  of  the%llth  May,  their  reply  of  the  15th,  and  my 
rejoinder  of  this  date,  embrace  all  the  correspondence  between  this  lega- 
tion and  the  federal  council  in  relation  to  this  case,  and  with  the  report 
of  Mr.  Consul  Wolff,  and  certain  other  papers,  copies  of  all  which  are 
transmitted,  will  place  you  in  possession  of  the  full  merits  of  the  case. 

I  have  learned  unofficially  from  Mr.  Wolff,  and  from  other  sources, 
that  the  parties  to  this  arrest  are  in  a  state  of  alarm  lest  their  j^roceed- 
ings  should  result  in  a  claim  for  damages,  of  all  other  the  most  dreaded  by 
the  Swiss,  and  that  the  authorities  of  Basle,  under  the  influence  of  doubt 
as  to  the?  effect  of  their  acts  and  with  a  view  of  appeasing  Mr.  Berry, 
have  promptly  recognized  him  as  an  American  citizen,  have  removed 
his  trustee,  and  directed  his  fortune  to  be  restored  to  him.  In  fact  I  have 
delayed  my  reply  J[)eyond  the  period  required  for  my  investig-ations,  in 
order  not  to  interrupt  the  favorable  progress  of  the  measures  instituted 
by  IMr.  Berry  for  the  recovery  of  his  rights. 

When  Mr.  Berry  was  induced  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  to 
enlist  in  it«  army,  however  repugnant  the  idea  may  be,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  it  was  the  hope  and  expectation  of  his  trustee  that  he  would 
there  find  a  grave,  and  thus  his  fortune  actually  in  hand,  as  well  as  the 
larger  amoimt  that  will  eventually  come  to  him  from  his  mother's  estate, 
would  thereby  be  saved  to  the  other  members  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Berry  disappointed  his  trustee.  He  not  only  lived,  but  lived 
down  the  slanders  against  him;  he,  however,  seems  to  have  committed 
in  the  mind  of  his  trustee  and  family,  an  unpardonable  offense  by  mar- 
rying, after  placing  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States, 
thus  opening  a  door  for  the  escape  of  his  fortune  even  after  his  death. 

It  was  unquestionably  the  purpose  of  his  trustee  to  have  had  Mr. 
Berry  consigned  to  a  prison  at  hard  labor,  in  the  hope  that  the  act 
would  not  have  reached  the  ear  of  any  effective  friend;  that  his  wife 
should  be  repudiated,  and  to  attach  to  him  permanently  the  disabilities 
of  the  criminal. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  high  federal  council  formerly  announced 
that  the  naturalization  of  a  Swiss  in  any  other  country  does  not  co  ipso 
change  his  Swiss  character.  I  have  briefly  alluded  to  this,  disclaiming 
however,  as  will  be  seen,  any  intention  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  naturalization  as  a  federal  question  is 
subordinate  to  cantoniU  legislation. 

It  is  now,  however,  beginning  to  occupy  public  attention,  and  will 
doubtless  be  brought  before  the  National  Assembly  at  its  session  of 
December.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  my  puri>ose  to  make  it  the  subject 
of  a  special  dispatch  as  soon  as  P  can  obtain  the  necessary  detailed 
information  as;;to  the  respective  cantonal  laws  bearing  upon  the  subject. 
With  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HAERmGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wmhin^ton^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  CoundL 

Berne,  May  11,  1808. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  tbe  United  States  near  the  Swiss  Confederation> 
beg^s  leave  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  it  has  been  represented  to  him  that  one 
Charles  Berry,  bom  on  the  23d  of  September,  1825,  in  Liestal,  canton  of  Basle,  some  ten 
years  since  enuCTated  to  America,  served  in  the  armies  of  the  United  St«ate8,  and 
bt^ame  a  naturalized  citizen  of  those  States  on  the  27th  December,  1865.  Of  all  this 
the.  proofs  are  satisfactory.  • 

lu  the  year  1867  the  said  Berry  returned  to  Europe  witfl  his  wife,  whom  he  married 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  since  resided  in  Stuttgart,  in  Wurtermberg.  In  the 
mouth  of  April  last  pi»t,  he  requested  his  trustee,  Dr.  Staehlin,  of  Basle,  in  charge  of 
LU  pro|)erty,  to  remit  to  him  at  Stuttgart  his  income  to  which  he  was  entitled!  In 
reply  he  was  iilvited  to  come  himself  to  Basle ;  Dr.  Staehlin  stating  that  he  had  some 
mi)iortant  business  to  talk  over  with  him. 

Ou  the  24tli  of  April  he  came  t^)  Basle,  in  accordance  with  said  invitation,  and  repaired 
to  tbe  house  of  his  trustee,  whom  he  found  absent.  On  the  25th  he  again  called  upon 
Dr.  Staehlin,  but  instead  of  receiving  his  income  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison, 
It  here  he  is  now,  without,  so  far  as  the  undersigned  has  been  able  to  ascertain,  having 
CMiiuiuitted  any  breach  of  the  peace,  or  any  ofieuse  against  the  laws  of  the  city  of  Basle, 
or  of  Switzerland. 

Herewith  will  be  found  his  certificate  of  birth,  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  and 
his  certificate  of  marriage. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  prays  the  high  federal  council  to  cause  the  facts 
to  he  investigated  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  so  that,  if  found  to  be  herein 
correctly  stated,  Mr.  Berry  may  be  promptly  released  from  confinement  and  a  proper 
rt'paratiou  made  therefor  by  the  authors  thereof. 

Tlie  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  and  the  high  federal 
council  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  J.  Dubs, 

President  of  the  Swiss  Cor^ederation, 


The  High  Federal  Council  to  Mr,  Harrington. 

[TranslAtiou.! 

Berxe,  May  15,  ISCS. 

^ir:  On  returning  to  the  minister  resident  of  the  United,  of  America  the  jiapers  that 
csiine  ^ith  his  note  of  the  11th  instant,  relating  to  Charles  Berry,  of  Basle,  not  of 
Liestal,  the  federal  coiuicil  sends  to  Mr.  Harrington  the  report  made  on  the  subject  by 
the  govemuient  of  the  city  of  Basle,  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  13th  of  this  mouth, 
as  follows : 

"Charles  Berry  is  a  man  who  has  already  given  his  parents  much  trouble :  in  1859 
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they  cauHed  him  to  be  interdicted  by  the  orphans'  court,  the  proper  tribunal,  and  a 
trustee  appointed  for  him. 

"  On  the  proposal  of  this  trustee,  and  Berry's  parents,  to  put  him  in  pris<m  at  lianl 
labor,  in  conformity  with  the  city  laws  of  Basle,  the  city  council  onlered  an  inquiry  of 
the  ease  to  be  made  on  the  22d  of  April  last,  charged  the  chief  of  i>olic4A  to  examiu** 
Berry  and  to  make  a  report  on  the  case. 

*'  As  Berry  had  a  bad  reputation,  and  was  accused  of  bigamy,  the  chief  of  i>olice  did 
not  hesitate  to  arrest  him  on  his  arrival  at  Basle.  The  report  having  been  made  Uy 
the  council,  it  wa«  decided  not  to  commit  Berr>'  to  the  workhouse,  whatever  founda- 
tion the  charges  against  him  might  have.  After  this,  Berry  was  immediately  set  at 
liberty.  At  the  time  tliis  was  done,  the  authorities  did  not  know  that  Berry  was  an 
American  citizen.  Be  as  it  may,  he  is  still  a  citizen  of  Basle,  and  cannot  renounce  it. 
because  he  is  under  guardianshii).  His  ^tor  and  parcMits  sued  him  a,s  a  citizen  of 
Basle,  and  not  as  an  American  citizen  ;  anff if  he  wishes  to  renounce  his  Ba«le  citiztii- 
sliip,  SIS  it  seems  he  does,  he  must  do  it  legally,  as  was  done  last  autumn,  in  a  similar 
case." 

To  this  report  of  the  council  of  Ba,sle,  the  federal  council  adtls,  that  to  prevent  fnrthtr 
disturbance  Charles  Berry  must  fonually  renounce  his  citizenship  of  the  canton,  by  the 
laws  of  Basle,  because  the  naturalization  of  a  Swiss  in  another  country  cannot,  ipto  facta, 
annul  his  Swiss  citizenship.  But  if  Berry  wishes  to  preserve  his  right  as  a  citizen  of 
Basle,  he  must  submit  to  be  treated  like  any  other  inhabitant  of  Basle. 

The  federal  council  embraces  the  occasion,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

DUBS,  President  of  the  Confederation, 
SCHIEFS,  Chancellor, 

Mr.  Geo.  Harrington,  ^-c,  tjc,  ^c 


Mr.  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  Council. 

w  Legation  of  the  Unitki>  States, 

Heme,  Jul tf'Sr,  If*^"^. 

The  undersigned,  minister l-esident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receii)t  of  your  excellency's  ctmimunication  of  the  15th  of  May,  transmittiu;^ 
tlie  report  of  the  authorities  of  Basleville,  relative  to  the  recent  arrest  and  im]>rison- 
meiit  of  Mr.  Charles  Berr>%  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  which  the 
undersigned  had  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  high  feileral* council  by  his 
note  of  the  11th  of  May. 

The  undersigned  regrets  that  he  has  been  compelled  thus  to  delay  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  your  excellency's  conmiunication,  and  the  expression  of  his  gratitication  at  the 
prompt  release  of  Mr.  Berry,  by  the  otherwise  unsatisfactory  character  (»f  the  n*pc)rt  of 
the  authorities  of  Basle,  which  compelled  him  to  seek  elsewhere  for  an  explanation  of 
the  imjirisonment  of  Mr.  Berry,  and  for  the  causes  of  his  arrest.  He  could  not  crHlit 
the  assertion  that  this  American  citizen  had  been  an*ested  with  the  avowed  intention 
of  incarcerating  him,  for  an  indefinite  period,  in  a  states  prison  at  hard  labor  {mai*^n 
de  travail  force)  upon  the  mere  request  of  a  single  individual  of  Basle.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  believe  that  an  act  of  so  grave  a  character  would  have  been  committiMl  without 
some  alleged  criminal  offense  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Beny,  or  the  conmiission  of  some  mis- 
demeanor that  rendered  him  amenable  to  justice. 

To  that  report,  therefore,  the  undesigned  feels  compelled  respectfully  to  ask  the 
further  attention  of  the  high  federal  council,  and  he  begs  leave,  at  the  same  time,  to 
submit  for  their  information  what  ho  feels  assiu-ed  is  now  unknown  to  them,  the  fac-ts 
and  cir^Mimstances  preceding  and  attending  this  arrest,  which,  in  view  of  the  ulterior 
questions  not  unlikely  to  arise  in  connection  therewith,  he  considers  should  be  at  this 
time  fully  and  clearly  set  forth. 

It  should  be  first  stated  that  at  the  dat<5  when  the  measures  hereinafter  recited  were 
conceived  by  the  trustee  of  Mr.  Berry,  and  matured  betAveen  him  and  the  authorities  of 
Ba.sle,  Mr.  Berry  had  been  absent  from  Biisle  and  from  Switzerland  for  nearly  seven 
years. 

It  becomes  an  important  preliminary,  therefore,  to  examine  as  to  the  exact  status  of 
Mr.  Berry  prior  to  his  de]iarture  from  Switzerland. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  report  declares,  that  at  some  period  of  his  life  (not  statwl) 
Mr  Berry  "caused  a  chagrin  indicible  t<i  his  family,  and  that  in  1859,  at  their  ;^Hpiest,  he 
was  deprived  of  his  civil  rights,  and  his  affairs  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee." 

AVhat  the  act  Avas  that  chagrined  his  family  is  not  stated,  nor  is  that  oniiHsion 
imi)ortant.  It  is  sufficient  that  it  was  neither  a  crime  nor  punishable  offense,  and  that 
it  had,  and  could  have  had  no  connection  with  his  recent  arrest.  It  does  not  even  fol- 
low, though  stated  in  connection  therewith,  that  it  was  of  a  character  to  cause  or  to 
justify  the  withdrawal  of  his  civil  rights,  which  the  undersigned  learns  elsewhere  was 
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a  necwwarr  preliminary  to  the  placing  of  his  affaire  in  the  hands  of  a  tmstee — a  meas- 
nre  prompted  by  a  fear,  engendered  by  alleged  extravagant  habits,  of  a  careless  dissi- 
pation of  his  fortnne,  which  it  was  the  purpose  of  his  family  to  prevent. 

The  chagrin  iudicibie  appears  friun  the  report  to  have  been  the  only  charge  pre- 
frrred  against  >Ir.  Berrj'  prior  to  the  year  1861,  and,  so  far  as  the  undersigned  can 
sMrtTtain  from  other  sources,  Mr.  Berry,  preAious  to  that  date,  was  obnoxious  to  no 
other  or  graver  charge  than  habits  of  extravagance,  which,  it  is  assumed,  is  not  an 
indictable  offense. 

In  \^h  u}Km  the  solicitation  of  his  trustee,  and  of  his  family,  and  with  the  money 
pTovideil  by  them  for  that  puriwse,  Mr.  Berry  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  In  thus 
emitting  with  the  full  knowledge  of  his  friends  and  at  the  request  of  his  trustee  and 
family,  it  may  l>e  claimed  tlmt  he  was  no  fugitive  from  justice;  were  it  otherwise,  had 
bf  been  omvicted  or  even  accused  of  cringe,  or  had  he,  as  insinuated,  borne  such  a 
character  as  to  have  been  considered  a  dangerous  member  of  society,  and  for  that 
rwutoD  had  been  4nduce<i  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  the  parties  thereto  would 
have  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  which  that  government  would  have  just  cause  of  com- 
pliint. 

An  therefore,  at  the  date  of  his  solicited  expatriation,  Mr.  Berry  rested  under  no 
hnpntatiou  of  any  act  for  which,  under  the  laws  of  Basle,  he  ccmld  be  arrested  upon  his 
rftum  to  that  city,  should  he  determine  so  to  return,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to 
pn^nt  a  bri«»f  review  of  his  honorable  career  subsequent  to  his  depai*ture  from  Swit- 
zerlantL  which,  happily,  is  affonled  by  the  ofticial  documents  in  his  ])ossession. 

Mr.  Berr>'  arrived  in  New  York  early  in  September,  1861,  and,  in  further  accordance 
with  the  expressed  wishes  of  his  family  and  of  his  trustee,  he  immediately  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  was  at  an  early  date  thereafter  raised 
to  the  grade  of  sergeant.  Continuing  to  serve  with  intelligence  and  fidelity,  he  was 
fiuther  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissioned  officer,  and  received  the  apiM»intment  of 
2d  lieak'nant,  and  subsequently  that  of  Ist  lieutenant.  After  the  cl(»se  of  the  war, 
that  is,  in  Jmie,  186.5,  ilr.  Berr>\vas  mustered  out  of  the  service,  having  earned  an  hon- 
orable reputation,  and  as  a  gallant  soldier  and  c»flftcer  received  in  common  with  his 
ftnnrade>  in  arms  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Having  thus  volunt€»ered  in  defense  of  a  government  mo^  seriously  threatened,  and 
pTen  his  best  services  for  the  suppression  of  an  unholy  rebellion,  Mr.  Berry  deter- 
mined to  become  a  citizen  of  that  country  to  which  he  hail  lH»en  encouraged  to  emi- 
;^rate,  and  whose  institutions  he  had  for  nearly  four  yeare,  at  the  constant  risk  of  his 
life,  8occ<*8sfally  endeavored  to  maintain,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  detemiinati«»n 
caused  himself,  in  1865,  to  l>e  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  an  act  only 
to  have  been  obtained  at  that  time  upon  positive  and  satisfactory  proof  of  honorable 
service  in  and  discharge  from  the  armies  of  that  country. 

Having  returned  to  private  life,  and  at  the  age  of  forty  yeare  become  invested  with 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Beriy  marrie<l  and  came  with  his 
wifr  to  EuroiKf,  and  adopted  as  his  t-emporary  place  of  residence  the  city  of  Stuttgart, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  where  at  the  date  of  his  arrest  he  was  quietly  residing 
and  maintaining  himself  in  a  respectable  manner  as  a  professor  of  languages. 

It  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  honorable  record  of  Mr.  Berry,  which  the 
nDdersigne<l  has  reason  to  Wlieve  was  perfectly  well  known  to  his  trustee  and  to  his 
£uDily,  wonld  have  l)een  8uffi<*ient  to  have  insured  for  him  a  kindly  reception,  should 
he,  in  obetlience  to  the  natural  dictates  of  his  feelings,  revisit  his  former  home.  Of 
that  visit,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  about,  and  of  its  results,  the  under- 
flened  is  now  enabled  to  inform  your  excellency. 

Mr.  Berry,  as  before  stated,  was  not  and  ha<l  not  been  for  several  yeare  a  resident  of 
Basle,  and  it  was  known  to  his  trustee  that,  having  become  an  American  citizen,  it  was 
not  his  intention  again  to  take  up  his  residence  therein.  He  was,  however,  temporarily 
rwiding  in  a  near  city,  and  it  was  possible,  as  it  was  necessary  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  purposes,  for  his  trustee  to  devise  some  plan  whereby  Mr.  Berry  should  be  induced 
to  leave  his  family  and  his  professional  pureuits,  and  vohintarily  place  himself  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  police  of  Basle,  of  whose  support  and  co-operation  his  trustee 
appeared  to  have  no  doubt. 

The  plan  devised  and  successfully  carried  into  execution  was  as  follows : 

Dr.  Staehelin,  who  during  the  entire  perio<l  of  Mr.  Berry^s  absence  from  Switzerland 
had  regularly  remitted  to  him  his  income,  determined  to  withhold  arbitrarily  a  jMirtion 
tber»M)f,  l»ecoming  due  on  the  30th  ilarch  last,  and  consequently  remitted  to  him  but 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  three  hundred  francs  due  on  that  day.  Mr.  B«*rr>'  prcmiptly 
acknowleclged  the  receipt  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  francs,  and  at  the  same  time 
demanded  of  his  trustee  the  reason  why  the  full  amount  due  to  him  had  ncU  been 
rnnitteil.  The  receipt  and  demand  lM)re  date  the  2d  of  April,  and  was  doubtless  receiv«'d 
hy  the  trustee  not  later  than  the  4th  of  that  month.  On  the  20th,  evidently  after  his 
n»eajMipeft  had  been  fully  arrange<l  with  the  authorities,  they  as  declared  in  their  rei>ort 
having  given  orders  for  the  imprisonment  of  Berry  on  the  22d  of  April,  Dr.  Staehelin 
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addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Beny,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  in  translation,  (a  copy 
in  oriirinal  being  iuinexed:) 

'*Basle,  .4/>rt7  20,  1868. 

"With  yonrs  of  the  2d  instant,  I  received  the  receipt  for  the  one  hundred  nnd  fifty 
francs  sent  to  you  March  30.  You  wonder  why  I  did  not  send  three  hundred  fram-s, 
and  you  wish  to  know  the  reasons ;  I  find  your  wish  gratified,  but  as  it  would  be  too 
long  to  give  ycni  the  reasons  in  writing,  I  invite  you  to  come  here  in  the  coui-se  of  this 
week,  say  Friday  or  Saturday,  so  that  I  may  give  you  the  explanations  verbally,  and 
in  case  your  money  should  not  sufiice  for  the  fare,  &c.,  I  send  you  herewith  fifty 
francs. 

"  Beside  this  your  future  affairs  require  a  minute  discussion.  Your  late  sojourn  here 
was  too  short,  to  have  ex]daiued  all  the  points  of  the  question. 

"  As  1  am  very  busy  and  sometimes  not  at  4uy  office,  I  beg  you  to  give  me  notice  of  the 
day  and  hour  oi"  your  arrival  here. 

"Respectfully  "Dr.  STAEHELIN." 

Mr.  Berry  replied  to  this  letter  on  the  23d,  and  on  Friday  the  24th,  the  day  indicate*! 
he  repaired  unsuspectingly  to  Basle  and  called  upon  his  trustee.  Dr.  Staebelin,  though 
advised  of  "  the  day  and  hour  "  of  his  coming,  was  not  then  to  be  found.  Mr.  Berry 
left  his  name,  and  stated  that  he  would  call  again  at  a  given  hour  the  next  day. 

On  Saturday  the  25th  he  repeated  his  visit,  when,  instead  of  receiving  the  hundred 
and  fifty  francs,  so  uiyustly  withheld,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  Mr.  Berry  wa»  suddenly 
arrested  and  thrown  into  pri8<m. 

This  simple  narrative  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  this  arrest  is  sub- 
mitted to  your  excellency  under  the  full  conviction  that  its  mere  perusal  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  high  federal  council  that  a  most  flagrant  and  serious  outrage  has 
been  committed  upon  an  American  citizen  without  the  3iadow  of  legal  justification, 
and  that  the  means  resorted  to  to  bring  it  about  were  of  so  dishonorable  and  repre- 
hensible a  character  as  to  admit  of  no  palliation. 

The  authorities  of  Basle  declare  that  "  when  the  meaaures  m  regard  to  Mr.  Berry 
were  adopted,  they  were  not  aware  that  he  had  become  an  American  citizen.'*  It  is  not 
improbable  that  the  trustee  of  Mr.  Berry  may  have  withheld  that  infonnation  from  the 
authorities ;  but  it  will  not  be  claimed  that  they  retained  Mr.  Berry  in  prison  for  the 
period  of  eighteen  days  in  ignorance  of  so  important  a  fact.  In  addition  to  the  papero 
in  his  possession  at  the  moment  of  his  arrest,  proving  his  nationality,  Mr.  lierrj'  at 
once  declared  himself  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and  forthwith  addressed  a  communi- 
cation to  his  immediate  representative,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  resident  in 
Busle,  in  whicli  he  again  asserted  his  nationality,  and  requested  his  counsel  and  ^dvice. 

This  letter  the  director  of  the  jjolice  presumed  to  retain,  and  but  for  a  subsequent 
written  demand  therefor  by  Mr.  Consul  Wolfi',  he  would  evidently  have  entirely  sujh 
pressed.  By  this  furtlier  impropriety  on  the  part  of  the  iwlice  <lirector,  Mr.  Consul 
Wolfi*  was  kej)t  in  ignorance  of  the  arrest  of  his  fellow-countryman,  and  Mr.  Berry  was 
deprived  of  all  counsel  and  assistance  until  the  undersigned,  through  the  agency  of 
Mrs.  Berry's  friends  in  Stuttgart,  was  infonned  of  the  arrest,  and  thereby  euabknl  to 
briugthe  c;ise  to  the  kind  attention  of  tlie  high  federal  council. 

The  authorities  of  Basle  in  their  report  preferred  no  charge  against  Mr.  Berry,  and 
declared  the  sole  cause  of  his  aiTest  and  imprisonment  to  have  l>een  "  the  request  of 
his  trust-ee  and  family."  The  undersigned,  as  before  stated,  hesitated  to  believe  that  .«m) 
arbitrary  and  serious  an  act  would  have  been  committed  without  an  alleged  infraction 
of  -some  law.  He  therefore  instituted  further  inquiries  with  a  view  of  solving  his 
doubtH  in  this  respect,  and  learned  that  charges  had  been  preferred  against  Mr.  Berry, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  in  translation : 

1.  For  squandering  his  money. 

2.  For  entering  into  an  unlawful  marriage. 

3.  With  aversion  to  labor. 

4.  With  unfitness  for  business. 

And  it  was  undoubtedly  to  these  avowedly  unsupported  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  with  one  exception,  frivolous  charges  that  the  authorities  of  Basle  referred 
in  justification  of  their  acts,  when  they  declared  that  Mr,  Berry,  "  being,  among  other 
things,  accused  of  bigamy,  and  having  generally  borne  a  very  bad  character,  the  dirtHrtor 
of  police  hesitated  the  less  to  place  him  upon  his  return  to  Basle  m  a  state  of  preventive 
ai'rest." 

The  undersigned  prays  your  excellency  to  observe  that,  whatever  the  charges  may 
have  been  ni>on  which  the  authorities  of  Basle  assumed  to  arrest  and  imprison  this 
Am'erican  citizen,  it  is  not  claimed  that  the  acts  upon  which  they  were  base<l  were 
committed  uium  the  territory  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Ba.sle.  They  must  have  been 
committed,  if  committed  at  all,  as  an  American  citizen  upon  the  territory  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Whether  therefore  the  above  recitAl  charges,  if 
t^|ie,  involve  a  violation  of  any  statute  law  of  Basle,  it  is  not  the  purimse  of  the  under- 
signed to  discuss.    He  will,  however,  remark  that  the  hist<||:y  of  Jklr.  Berr>'  for  the  last 
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seven  years — a  historf  perfectly  familiar  to  his  tnistee,  the  author  of  these  chnrgo 
^ve.-*  a  most  complete  refut^ition  to  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  charges.  In  relation  to 
the  second,  whicji  iu  the  report  is  made  to  assume  the  ffrave  form  of  bicamy,  Mr.  Berry  is 
tfie  bearer  of  a  certificate  proving  that  he  had  been  duly  and  lawfully  married  within 
ami  accolxling  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  as  no  one  charges  him  with  having 
twice  married,  the  charge  of  criminality,  in  whatever  form  presented,  finds  itseS" 
devoidfHl  of  all  legal  snpjwrt ;  and  the  existence  and  character  of  this  certificate  was 
also  known  to  the  tnistee  of  Mr.  Berry  when  he  prepared  and  submitted  the  second 
chuTge  to  the  authorities  of  Basle. 

The  authorities  of  Basle  concluded  their  report  by  declaring  that  **  the  acts  (pro- 
ewMUngs)  of  the  police  director,  having  been  presented  to  the  government  of  Baj*le,  they 
were  convinced  that  there  was  no  reason,  at  least  for  the  present,  to  place  Mr.  Berry  in 
a  prison  at  hard  labor,  (matHon  de  travail  forxty)  however  well  founded  may  be  the  com- 
plaints against  him ;  and  they  therefore  decided  that  Mr.  Berry  should  be  forthwith 
lil>erate«l,"  adding  that  "when  the  govenmient  of  Basleville  ordered  the  measiu-es  above 
indicated  iu  regard  to  Mr.  Berry,  they  were  ignorant  that  he  had  become  an  American 
citizen,  and  that  however  that  may  be,  he  has  not  lost  his  citizenship  of  Basle  and  can- 
not renounce  it  while  he  is  under  trusteeship.  It  is  against  him  as  a  Bah>is  and  not  as 
an  American  that  his  trustee  and  £milly  have  complained,  and  if  he  would  renounce  his 
right  of  citizenship  of  Basle,  as  it  appears  he  would  do,  he  must  do  it  in  a  legal  manner .^^ 

The  allegation  of  those  anthorities  that  Mr.  Berry  cannot  while  under  trusteeship 
renounce  his  right  of  citizenship,  is  apparently  based  ui)on  the  assumption  that  Mr. 
Bt*rrj-  cannot  legally  make  any  contract  or  perform  any  act  affecting  his  personal 
ri<rhts  and  liberty  without  the  assent  and  concurrence  of  his  trustee,  so  long  as  such 
tniKteeship  exists. 

^Vhen  his  tnistee  urged  upon  Mr.  Berry  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  for  the 
poqiose  of  enlisting  in  their  armies,  he  thereby  relin(|uished,  so  far  as  they  miglit 
othenii'ise  have  affected  his  transactions  subsequent  to  his  departure  from  Switzerland, 
all  his  rights  of  control  over  Mr.  Berry,  and  when  he  authorizwl  him  to  enter  into  con- 
tract  with  the  government  of  the  Unit^sd  States  for  an  indefinite  period,  fn^e  from  aU 
restrictions  ami  disabilities  of  tnisteeship,  he  thereby  acknowledged  his  competency 
to  act  for  himself,  and  was  tliereafter  estopped  from  all  interference  with  his  acts  result- 
iii^  from  such  emigration  and  enlistment.  The  record  of  Mr.  Berry  during  his  absence 
is  full  proof  of  his  ability  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  seems  to  have  called  in  question 
the  propriety  of  the  original  act  by  which  he  was  deprived  of  his  civil  rights,  inas- 
iniich  as  the  same  authorities  who  at  the  "  request  of  his  family "  placed  over  him  a 
tnistee,  have,  at  his  own  request,  removed  tliat  trustee  and  restored  to  him  his  fortune. 

The  undersigiie<l  assumes  that  it  is  known  to  your  excellency  and  the  high  federal 
conuoil,  and  doubtless  to  the  authorities  of  Basle,  that  the  government  of  the  I'liited 
States  maintains  as  inherent  in  man  the  right  to  denationalize  himself  and  to  select  at 
will  the  government  under  which  he  may  desire  thereafter  to  live.  In  furtherance 
of  this  principle  their  laws  prescribe  the  forms  and  conditions  under  and  by  which  for- 
eign-lwra  immigrants  may  become  citizens,  and  invested  with  all  the  political  rights 
ami  privileges,  including  therein  the  right  of  protection,  that  appertain  to  tlie  native 
Iwru,  criminals  and  paupers  as  such  being  excepte<l ;  and  the  undersigned  has  for  some 
time  rested  under  the  ha^)py  belief  that  this  jajreat  principle  was  not  only  openly  enun- 
ciated but  practically  enforced  b^-  the  authorities  of  Basle,  as  shown  in  the  recent  cjise 
of  Mr.  Ostennann,  whose  extradition  was  successfully  demanded  of  the  authorities  of 
Fnmce.  If  the  undersigned  has  been  rightly  infonued,  the  pleadings  of  the  authori- 
tie.s  of  Basle  in  this  case  cover  tlie  xirecise  grounds  assumed  by  the  irnited  States  in 
Tfj^ard  to  their  adopted  citizens.  Mr.  Ostennann  was  a  native  of  France,  and  had  for  a 
somewhat  lengthened  period  inhabited  Basle,  during  which  time  he  caused  hiuiself  to 
Ik-  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  Basleville,  renouncing  at  the  same  time,  as  prescribed  by 
their  laws,  his  French  allegiance  ;  subsequently  Mr.  Ostermann  failed  in  business  and 
Mnmed  to  his  native  country.  His  failure  having  been  pronounced  fraudulent,  the 
anthorities  of  Basle  demanded  his  extradition  under  the  provisions  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions, ujKm  the  grounds  of  his  being  a  citizen  of  Biisle  by  virtue  of  his  naturalization. 
This  was  successfully  resisted  in  the  lower  court  of  France  before  which  the  case  was 
lirought,  upon  the  plea  that  notwithstanding  his  naturalization  in  Biisle,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  taken  no  steps  in  IfYance  to  release  himself  from  his  French  allegiance,  his  status 
as  a  French  citizen  had  not  been  changed,  and  therefore  as  a  Frenchman  he  was  not 
snhject  to  extradition  as  demanded  by  the  Basle  anthorities.  The  higher  court  to  which 
tlie  case  %vas  ap^jealed  reversed  the  decision  of  the  lower  court,  sustained  the  demand 
of  the  anthorities  of  Basle,  and  remanded  the  accused  to  custody  as  subject  to  extradition. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  final  action  of  the  French  authorities,  it  would  not  have 
affected  the  sound  principle  set  up  by  the  Basle  authorities,  viz:  That  naturalization  as 
acitizeu  of  Basle,  irre8X)ective  of  any  proceedings  taken  or  not  taken  iu  his  country  of 
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nativfty,  was  sufficient  to  justify  extradition  in  case  of  crime  and  flight,  and  as  a  iieocs- 
sary  corollary  protection  from  injustice  and  oppression  from  whatever  quarter  inflicted. 

Such  an*  tlie  views,  in  brief,  entertained  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  :iiul 
denumded  by  the  people  thereof  to  he  tinnly  and  undeviatingly  maintained,  a  princi- 
])le  the  justice  of  which  is  denied  by  few,  while  by  most  of  the  monarchical  jwwei-h  o^ 
Euro]>e  it  has  been  or  is  about  to  l>e  formally  conceded. 

It  is  therefore  with  infinite  regret  that  the  undersigned  is  obliged  to  conclude,  fn>m 
the  rei)ort  of  the  authorities  of  Basle,  as  well  i\s  from  the  declarations  of  the  high  fedi'nd 
council  in  their  communication  of  the  15th  May,  that  another  antagcmistic  principle  is 
enunciated  from  Switzerland,  and  those  regrets  he  feels  assured  will  be  shared  not  only 
by  his  government  but  by  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  mingled  with  grave 
8uri)rise  that  this  truly  republican  iiriuciplc  finds  no  support  in  their  sLster  and  only 
republic  of  the  Old  Worhl. 

It  is,  however,  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  at  this  time  to  disouss  the  ipu>*- 
tion  of  naturalization,  nor  has  it  been  his  purpose  in  this  communicaticm  to  call  in 
question  the  laws  of  IJasle  or  to  criticise  their  application  to  the  citizens  of  that  canton. 

The  cas<;  which  demanded  the  intervcnticHi  of  this  legation  and  has  given  rise  to  this 
correspondence  in  vol  ved  the  liherty  of  an  American  citizen,  and  the  authorities  of  Basle 
attenqit  to  justify  their  action  in  the  premises.  Their  report  was  so  faulty  in  its  omis- 
sions of  all  reference  to  the  main  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  as  to  lead  to  .-m 
entire  misapprehension  of  the  questions  involved.  The  undersigned  deemed  it  his  duty 
therefore  to  investigate  the  alleged  causes  of  the  arrest,  and  he  belie ve<l  it  e«inally 
imperative  upon  him  to  lay  before  the  high  federal  council  the  results  of  that  investi- 
gation, which  maybe  summed  up  as  follows:  An  American  citizen,  guiltless  of  all 
criminal  offenses,  resident  at  the  time  and  for  several  years  previous  beyond  the  Uiuits 
of  Switzerland,  had  been,  by  false  pretences^  inveigled  into  Basle  for  the  puqK>s*?  of 
being  arrested  with  the  avowed  intention  of  incarcerating  him  for  an  indefinite  iM^riml 
in  a  state  prison  at  hard  labor,  (mainon  de  travail  forc^f)  without  the  pretense^  of  his 
having  violated  any  public  law,  without  summons,  without  trial,  andrefuse<l  the  advice 
and  assistan(!e  not  Only  of  his  inmu^diate  representative,  hut  of  all  other  counsel,  njKm 
the- mere  request  of  a  citizen  of  Basle,  and  for  purposes  entirely  unavowed  but  evidently 
and  necessarily  personal  and  private. 

While  the  undersigned  does  not  call  in  question  the  asserted  right  on  the  part  of  the 
autlu»rities  of  Basle  thus  to  apply  their  laws  to  their  own  citizens,  he  feels  it  incuml)ent 
upon  him  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  to  protest  against  any  such  applicati(m  to  an 
American  citizen,  and  also' against  the  further  a^ssumption  of  those  authoritit^  as  indi- 
cated in  the  ease  under  consideration,  of  their  right  to  arrest  and  punish  for  acts  r(»ni- 
mitted,  if  committed  at  all,  within  the  jurisdiction  and  upon  the  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

In  submitting  the  narrative  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Berry  for  the  information  of  the 
high  federal  ccmncil,  in  order  to  a  just  appreciation  of  the  measures  instituted  against 
him  by  the  authorities  of  Basle,  the  uudersigned  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  expi*e»s  his  <lis- 
sent  from  those  measures  as  well  as  from  the  principles  upon  which  they  were  baj^'d. 
He  feels  a.ssured  that  the  high  federal  council  will  neither  support-  acts  so  unjust  in 
themselves,  nor  countenance  unprovoked  ffieasures  enforced  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  wound  the  just  sensibilities  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  begs  your  excellency  and  the  high  federal  council  to  accept  the 
assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  I.  Dubs,  , 

Presklent  of  the  Swms  Confederation. 


Mr.  Harrington  io  Mr.  Wolff. 

United  States  Consul,  Basle, 

Berne,  May  8, 186S. 
Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  comes  to  me  in  relation  to  a  person  who  claims  to  he  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  now  under  arrest  at  Basle.  He  submits  to  me  certain  papers,  viz.,  coinmii»- 
sions  as  having  served  in  the  army,  but  has  here  no  passport  or  other  paj)ers  showing 
him  to  he  an  American  citizen.  These  I  am  told  the  party  in  Basle  has  with  him.  I 
will  thank  you  to  see  the  person  alleged  to  be  under  arrest,'  ascertain  if  he  is  an  Amer- 
ican, and  if  so,  upon  what  charges  he  has  been  put  in  confinement.  If  your  eftbrts  fail 
to  get  him  reletvsed,  that  is,  if  it  is  a  case  for  interference,  I  will  thank  you  to  reiwrt  all 
the  facts  to  me,  that  I  jnay  take  such  stejis  as  the  case  nuiy  seem  to  demand.  The  name 
of  the  man  is  Charles  Berry.  Ascertain  his  age  and  luental  condition.  I  prewune 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  bearer  going  with  you. 
Very  respectful Iv,  &c., 

GEO.  HARRINGTOX. 
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Jtfr.  Con$ul  Wolff  to  Mr.  Harrington, 

United  States  Consilatk. 

Bmle,  May  10,  1868. 
'  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  8tli  was  delivered  to  me  yesterday  by  Dr.  llaniliii,  a  lawyer 
of  Stiittg;irt,  ill  reference  to  the  iinpriHonment  of  Charles  Berry.     It  is  the  first  iiii'or- 
Diation  1  have  received  that  he  is  in  prison. 

After  a  cousnltation  with  Dr.  Hamlin,  who  returned  last  ni^ht  to  Stuttgart,  I  told 
hiui  that  I  was  ready  to  assist  BeiTy  in  any  way  I  could,  and  he  left  at  my  office  all  the 
l>a}>er«  in  connection  with  this  case. 

1  went  immediately  to  work  and  obtained  the  following  information,  viz : 

Charles  Berr>%  lK>rn  on  the  23d  of  September,  1825,  in  Lie^tal,  canton  of  Basle,  and 
emijn^ated  to  the  United  States  about  ten  years  ago;  and  before  he  left  this  c(mntr>'  a 
jjiiardiau  was  appointed  over  him,  to  take  care  of  his  proi)erty,  on  account  of  his 
extravagance  and  squandering  away  his  money. 

Charles  Berry  had  served  in  the  United  States  army,  was  made  a  second  lieutenant 
in  the  forty-tifth  New  York  volunteers,  on  the  22d  of  Februaiy,  lt<t>3,  (herewith  his 
commission  marked  B,)  and  lirst  lieutenant  on  May  29,  1863,  (herewith  his  commission 
marked  C.) 

On  the  23d.  day  of  October,  1865,  he  was  married  with  Bertha  Ulmer,  by  Henry 
Twlke,  a  Protestant  clergj'man ;  the  certificate  of  marriage  is  legalized  by  the  Swiss 
consul  in  New  York,  also  herewith  inclosed  and  marked  D. 

Charles  Berry  waa  made  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  New  York  on  the  27th  of 
Deceiuber,  1865;  certificate  of  naturalization  inclosed  and  marked  E. 

He  came  from  New  York  in  the  end  of  la^t  year,  went  to  Stuttgart,  Wurtem])erg,  and 
was  residing  there  with  his  ^afe ;  made  his  living  as  a  teacher,  and  gave  French  lessons, 
&c.;  beaides,  he  received  annually  the  interests  from  his  capital  under  the  care  of  his 
Ijiiardiau,  Dr.  Staehliu,  of  Basle  City. 

Ill  the  month  of  April  he  requested  his  guardian  to  send  him  the  interest  due  to  hini, 
aud  in  reply  he  wjis  invited  to  come  to  Basle  himself,  as  he  had  some  important  busi- 
ness to  talk  over  with  him.  (The  letter  of  this  invitation  I  expect  in  a  few  days,  and 
will  l)e  forwarded  to  you  in  due  time.) 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1868,  Charles  Berry  arrived  at  Basle,  and  found  Dr.  Staehlin 
not  at  home.     (See  letter  to  his  wife,  herewith  inclosed,  and  marked  F.) 

On  the  25th  of  April  he  went  again  to  Dr.  Staehlin  with  the  intention  to  receive  the 
inr-erest  of  his  capital,  &c.,  but  was  arrested  and  placed  in  prison.  (St^e  letter  to  his 
wiiV,  herew^ith  inclosed,  and  marked  G.)  • 

He  was  requested  to  come  to  Basle  to  receive  his  interest,  and  inst<jad  of  that  he  was 
placed  in  prison  at  the  request  of  his  guardian  and  relatives,  who  have  also  petitiont^d 
the  cantonal  authorities  of  Ba^le  City  to  put  him  in  a  work  and  correction  house,  and 
at  present  is  awaiting  his  examination. 

The  reason  for  this  is  given  in  squandering  away  his  moneyy  being  lazy  and  idlCj  heaides 
tnitred  into  an  nnlaicfiil  matrimony. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  authorities  will  send  him  to  the  house  of  cor- 
rection, except  the  high  federal  council  interferes  in  his  favor  immediately. 

(.'harles  Berry  has  a  property  valued  at  about  thirty-ftve  thousand  francs;  his 
relatives  have  a  great  interest  in  this ;  if  children  should  be  issued  out  of  this  maiTiage, 
of  course  the  relatives  would  Tcceive  nothing.  The  relatives  and  guardian  do  not 
recognize  his  marriage,  and  they  try  to  have  him  separated  from  his  wife. 

The  question  in  law  will  be  this  :^  Have  the  cantonal  authorities  the  right  to  keep  up 
the  Swiss  gtianlianship  after  a  i>erson  has  become  an  American  citizen  ?  That  right  as 
an  American  citizen  ought  to  release  him  from  his  guardianship,  and  from  any  other 
oblipition  towards  his  mother  countrj% 

This  is  a  t iiiestion  of  great  importance,  and,  if  it  will  be  settled  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  hundreds,  now  citizens  of  the  United  States,  will  be  entitled  to  receive  their 
projM«rty  detainetl  from  them  and  now  managed  by  a  guardian. 

LjLst  night  I  saw  the  chief  magistrate  and  told  him  that  a  complaint  has  been  made 
a^r-aiust  the  authorities  for  imprisoning  Charles  Ben-y,  an  American  citizen.  He  said, 
will  you  protest  against  it  f  I  answered  him  that  the  case  was  in  the  hands  of  our 
niiiiister  and  I  could  not  interefere,  but  I  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  high  fed- 
eral council  woidd  communicate  to  them  and  have  the  question  arranged  and  settled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  A.  L.  WOLP^F, 

United  iStates  Consul. 
Hon.  G.  Hakhixgtox, 

United  States  Minister,  Berne. 
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Mr,  Wolff  J  United  States  consul  at  BasUj  to  Mr,  Harrington, 

Basle,  May  16, 1868. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  10th,  I  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  my  lett<a 
to  the  Imrgomaster,  marked  A  A.  ▼ 

On  the  12th  of  May  I  went  in  the  prison  to  see  Berry,  and  was  received  hy  the  police 
director. 

In  8iK»aking  of  the  imprisonment  of  Berry,  I  t4>ld  the  director  of  the  police  that  Berry 
must  be  a  curious  kind  of  a  fellow  to  be  for  fifteen  daj-s  in  prison  without  giving  me 
any  notice;  to  which  the  director  replied  as  follows:  "After  he  was  about  three  m)ure 
in  prison  he  presented  to  me  ^  letter  for  yon,  ( Wolflf, )  but  I  thought  best  to  keep  that 
letter. 

From  the  director's  room  I  went  in  the  prison,  and  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Berr>'. 

As  soon  as  I  reached  my  office  I  made  a  complaint  against  the  director  of  the  police 
in  a  letter  to  the  burgomaster,  of  which  I  herewith  give  yon  a  translation,  marked 
B  B. 

The  burgomaster  answered  that  he  had  remonstrated  against  the  action  of  the 
director  of  the  jwlice. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  in  the  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  Berry  was  released,  and  is  dow 
a  free  man ;  he  was  eighteen  days  in  primm — had  committed  no  crime. 

On  the  14th  I  have  taken  depositions,  and  on  the  evening  Charles  Berry  left  for 
Stuttgart. 

The  guardian  and  relatives  will  not  make  any  opposition  in  paying  over  his  property; 
how  the  guardian  court  will  act  has  to  be  seen.  Tne  demand  to  give  up  his  property 
will  be  made  immediately. 

Charles  Berry  demands  for  his  imprisonment  reparation;  that  I  leave  entirely  in  yoor 
hands. 

In  my  report  of  May  10th  I  said  that  the  letter  of  Dr.  Staehlin,  in  which  Beny  wie 
invited,  could  be  forwarded  to  you  in  a  few  days.  I  inclose  you  herewith  the  original 
letter,  and  marked  E  E. 

If  you  have  an  answer  from  the  federal  council,  I  would  thank  you  to  send  me  i 
copy. 

Very  respectfnlly, 


A.  L.  WOLFF, 

UnUed  Statf  ConmL 


Hon.  George  Harrington, 

United  States  Minister^  Berne, 


A  A. 

[Translation.] 
Mr.  Wolff  to  Charles  F,  Burkhardt^  burgomaster  of  Basle  City, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Basley  May  11,  1868. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  conversation  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  Charles  Berry,  I 
have  herewith  the  honor  to  present  you,  viz : 

1.  .Certilicate  of  naturalization  of  Charles  Berry  as  an  American  citizen. 

2.  Renunciation  of  his  citizenship  as  a  Swiss. 

In  case  you  should  desire  other  papers,  I  can  send  for  them  to  the  American  legation 
at  Berne. 

As  Berry  has  committed  no  crime,  I  hope  you  will  be  induced  to  release  him  from 
prison. 

With  great  respect, 

A.  L.  WOLFF. 

BB. 

[Translation.] 

Mr.  Wolff  to  Charles  F,  Burkhardtj  burgomaster  of  Basle  City, 

United  States  CoxsuIwITE, 

Basle,  May  12,  1868. 
Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  Charles  Berry,  I  made  the  remark  in  my  yes- 
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tfrday's  visit  that  I  could  not  understand  why  Berry  did  not  give  me  any  information 
of  his  imprisonment. 

To-cUy  I  paid  him  a  visit,  and  before  I  saw  him  I  was  informed  by  the  director  of 
the  iioliee,  Mr.  Wirz,  that  Berry  delivered  to  him,  on  the  first  day  of  his  iu\prisonment, 
I  letter  for  me,  but  he  declined  to  allow  the  letter  to  be  delivered  to  me. 

I  thought  that  even  a  criminal  ha«l  the  right  to  a  legal  adviser,  and  as  Berry,  to  the 
b«jst  of  my  knowledge,  has  committed  no  crime,  I  And  tliis  action  ver>'  remarkable,  and 
doubt  very  ufuch  that  this  measure  was  recommended  by  the  high  authorities. 

Berrj'  w^a  fifteen  days  in  prison  before  I  had  any  information  of  it,  and  this  was  given 
l>y  a  lawyer  coming  from  Stuttgart. 

As  I  wa«  frank  with  you,  without  reserve,  and  informed  you  of  every  thing,  I  deem 
it  also  my  duty  to  bring  this  fact  to  your  knowledge.      . 
With  great  respect, 

A.  L.  WOLFF, 

United  States  Consul, 


Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Klauprecht,  United  States  consul  at  Stuttgart, 

Bkkse,  May  20  1868. 

Sir  :  On  Friday,  the  8th  instant,  a  gentleman  presented  himself  at  this  legation  bear- 
ing your  card  and  stating  that  he  came  at  your  suggestion.  He  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Berry,  a  native  Swiss,  but  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  with  his 
wiftj  had  been  residing  at  Stuttgart  for  some  time,  was  invited  to  Basle  to  receive  in 
person  certain  moneys  due  him ;  that  he  went  there  and  was  immediately  arrested  and 
thrown  into  prison,  and  his  wife  desired  the  intervention  of  this  legation  in  order  to  his 
release. 

He  submitted  to  me  certain  papers,  among  which  were  two  commissions,  one  as  second 
aud  oue  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  New  York  volunteers,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that 
Berry  had  been  naturalized  as  an  American  citizen.  Those  papers,  he  stated,  were 
taken  by  Berrj-  to  Basle,  which  subsequently  proved  correct. 

I  directed  this  gentleman  to  go  at  once  to  Basle  and  gave  him  a  note  to  our  consul, 
Mr.  Wolff,  whom  I  requested  to  investigate  the  matter  at  once. 

Upon  Mr.  Wolff's  report,  received  the  following  Monday,  the  11th,  I  addressed  the 
high  federal  council,  and  by  their  communication,  received  this  morning,  I  am  in- 
fonueil  that  Mr.  Berry  was  released  on  Wednesday,  the  13th,  and  I  learn  that  on  the 
following  day  Mr.  Berry  returned  to  Stuttgart. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  the  report  of  the  authorities  of  Basle  upon  this 
subject,  and  request  you  to  see  Mr.  Berry,  show  him  this  report,  and  asceitain — 

1.  If  he  is  the  bearer  of  an  American  passport,  and  if  not,  why  not  f 

2.  If  Mr.  Berry  served  in  our  armies  m  any  capacity  before  being  commissioned  as  a 
Ueat«nant  in  the  New  York  volunteers  f 

3.  How  long  he  served  altogether,  in  what  regiments,  under  what  commanders,  and 
where  ? 

4.  Whether  he  was  discharged  honorabhi^  and  when,  and  if  he  has  his  discharge  with 
him?    If  yes,  send  me  an  official  coj^y  under  your  seal. 

5.  Ascertain  the  date  when  he  emigrate<l  to  the  United  States,  if  he  went  there  clan* 
destiuely,  and  whether  there  were  any  char^^es  pending  against  him  at  that  time. 

6.  What  was  the  sorrow  that  he  caused  his  family  and  prompted  the  authorities  to 
appoint  a  guardian  or  trustee  for  him,  and  caused  him  to  be  deprived  of  his  civil 
rights! 

7.  Is  he  rightfiUly  charged  with  bigamy  f  Has  he  been  previously  married,  and  if  yes, 
is  his  first  wife  livmg  f    When,  where,  and  to  whom  was  he  previously  married  f   . 

8.  During  his  absence  from  Switzerland  was  his  income  regularly  remitted  or  paid 
to  him  in  any  manner  whatever?    If  not,  why  not  f 

9.  When,  and  where,  and  in  what  manner  was  he  last  paid  such  income,  prior  to  his 
recent  visit  to  Basle f  When  he  last  went  to  Basle,  what  was  the  nature  of  his  inter- 
view t 

Also  endeavor  to  obtain  so  much  of  his  history  as  will  enlighten  me  as  to  the  grounds 
of  his  being  charged  with  bearing  a  bad  character,  with  any  other  information  that 
Ton  may  be  able  to  command  that  may  be  of  interest. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 


jifr.  Harrington  to  Mr.  Wolffs  United  States  wnsul,  Basle. 

Berne,  Mag  20,  1868. 
Sir;  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  federal  council  to  my  application  for  the 
release  of  Berry.    You  will  see  that  tlie  authorities  of  Ba^le  speak  of  a  "  chagi-in"  that 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


208  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

he  ouco  caused  IiIh  family,  declare  that  he  is  charged  with  bigamy,  and  that  generally 
he  bore  a  very  ba<l  character.  These  charges  are  general,  not  specific,  except  as  to 
bigamy.  Will  you  make  such  inquiries  as  Avill  enable  you  to  state  vh^H^  and  in  what 
manner,  he.was  charged  with  bigamy,  and  what  act  ho  committed  that  cauwd  him  to 
be  placed  under  guardianship  and  deprived  of  his  civil  rights. 

Will  you  obtai.i  the  letter  that  Berry  wrote  to  you  after  being  imprisoned.  If  given 
to  you,  mark  upon  it  the  hour  you  received  it.  But  I  prefer  that  you  write  to  the 
police  director  for  it,  so  as  to  get  a  written  answer.  * 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 


Mr,  Conmih  Elauprecht  to  J/r.  Harrington, 

Stitttgart,  May  26,  l^v?. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  May  *2iK\i. 
In  conformity  with  your  request  I  have  seen  Mr.  Berry,  professor  of  languag*'H,  (Oljfa 
strct^t.  No  51,)  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  all  facts  counectt'd  with  the  questions  y«m 
have  been  pleased  to  address  me,  and  which  I  shall  now  answer  in  the  order  of  tlicir 
succession. 

1.  Berry  is  not  in  possession  of  an  American  passport. ;  Mr.  De  Luze,  Swiss  consul  at 
New  York,  having  assured  him  that  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  visaed  by  the 
Swiss  consulate,  would  fully  answer  the  puqioses  of  a  passj)ort,  he  did  not  ajqily  to 
Wtishington.  This  (certificate  of  American  citizenship  was  issued  on  the  27th  j»f  Dt-oeui- 
ber,  1865,  by  the  district  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  signed  by  Nath. 
Jarvis,  jr.,  clerk.    The  number  of  the  consul's  visa  is  5569. 

2.  Berry  enlisted  in  New  York,  and  was  appointed  sergeant  of  the  45th  regiment 
New  York  volunteei-s,  (Ccdonel  Ombberg,)  on  September  25th,  1861. 

3.  On  June  30th,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service,  having  served  as  2«l  and  1st 
lieutenant  in  the  campaigns  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  under  Generals  Howard,  Sigtl, 
and  othei-s. 

4.  Berry  claims  to  have  been  honorably  discharged,  and  said  discharge  pai>er  to  Ik?  iu 
the  hands  of  Chipman,  Hosmer  &  Co.,  claim  agents  in  Washington,  in  sup)>ort  of  ii 
claim  for  additional  sergeant's  pay. 

5.  He  emigrated  to  the  Unit-ed' States  in  August,  1861,  and  landed  at  New  York  ou 
September  4th  foUowing.  He  did  not  leave  his  native  home  clandestinely,  but  with 
the  consent  of  his  family.    No  charges  had  been  pending  against  him  at  that  time. 

6.  Berry  confesses  to  nave  formerly  belonged  to  the  genus  called  "  fast  young  nu-u." 
and,  iis  a  thoughtless  spendthrift,  to  have  committed  nuiny  a  foolish  but  no  bad  act. 
But  he  pretends  to  be  fully  reformed,  and  furthermore,  that  nothing  but  avarice  from 
the  side  of  his  sisters  and  brothei-s-iu-law,  the  desire  to  get  ]>ossessiou  of  his  ]mterujd 
estate,  were  cause  of  that  plot  depriving  him  of  his  civil  independence  and  appointing  a 
guardiau  for  him,  '^More  sinned  against  than  sinning.'' 

7.  He  was  never  before  charged  with  bigamy,  and  not  previously  marrie<l.  The 
charge  of  bigamy  was  tii-st  brought  forth  against  his  wife  by  Mr.  Staehllu,  his  trustee, 
in  8upj)ort  of  his  endeavor  to  nullify  his  marriage.  Mrs.  Binry  is  a  native  of  the  county 
of  Ludwigsburg ;  her  family  name  is  Ulmer.  She  was  previously  marrie<l  in  New 
Y'ork  to  ont^  P.  Brown,  living  at  present  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

8.  During  his  absence  from  Switzerland  his  income  was  regularly  remitted  and  i>aid 
him  in  nu)nthly  rates  by  Henry  Burgy,  escp,  Swiss  banker  in  New  York.  • 

9.  Said  income  was  hist  i)aid  at  Stuttgart  for  the  first  (|uart4*r  of  this  year.  Wlicn 
last  at  Basle  he  Veceived  250  francs  by  Mr.  Staehliu.  He  went  to  Basle,  lierry  says,  on 
the  wi-itten  recpiest  of  his  tnistee.  On  his  arrival  he  was  imprisoned  on  theVollowiujc 
charges:  1st,  for  aversion  to  labor;  2d,  for  unfitness  for  business;  3d,  for  want  of 
military  employment. 

I  learn  that  his  conduct  while  here  waa  blameless,  and  that  his  monthly  income  by 
his  lessons  ammnited  to  eighty  fiorins. 

Being  remot^^  from  the  si»lu»re  of  his  former  life,  I  can  of  course  give  only  such  detaiw 
as  I  learn  from  Berry  himself,  and  from  his  lawyer,  Mr.  Hamlin.  A  more  reliable  and 
extended  statement  concerning  the  antecedents  of  the  party  in  qiiestion  our  consul  at 
Basle  might  submit  to  y<ni.  The  report  of  the  authorities  of  Basle,  which  I  sliowi'd 
him  in  pursuance  of  your  recpiest,  Berrj'  x)i'Oii<>ui^<^<^s  false  in  some  particulai-s,  as  Iwfore 
said.  • 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er%-ant, 

E.  KLAUPRECHT. 
United  Statn  Consul 
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Mr.  Wolff  to  Mr.  Harrington. 

Basi^,  Ifa^SO,  18(58. 
Deab  Sir  :  On  May  22d- 1  asked  the  bargomaster  for  Berry's  letter,  kept  by  the  police 
diifctor  and  not  delivered  to  me. 

On  the  23d.  I  received  an  answer  that  the  letter  in  qaestion  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
police  director,  and  I  was  referred  to  him. 
On  May  the  25th,  I  requested  the  police  director  for  that  letter. 
To-day,  at  4  o'clock,  the  letter  of  Berry  was  delivered  to  me ;  I  inclose  you  herewith 
the  originaL    By  this  letter  you  will  see  that  he  claims  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and 
refers  to  his  naturalization  papers.  « 

Very  respectfully,  dw!., 

A.  L.  WOLFF. 


Mr.  Berry  to  Mr.  Wolff,  United  States  oonsttl,  Ba»U. 

Basle,  April  25, 1868. 
HoxoRKD  Sir  :  I  have  to  apply  to  you.    My  trustee.  Dr.  Staehlin,  has  had  me  arrested 
and  pat  into  prison  to-day,  intending  to  keep  me  here  until  the  city  council  shall  make 
a^fhrther  decision. 

Being  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  UnitM  States,  as  you  know  already  by  pajiers 
exhibited  to  you,  I  should  like  very  much  to  see  you  to  discuss  the  matter  over  with 
joo,  and  hope  that  you  comply  with  my  wishes. 
Very  respectfuBy,  &c., 

CH.  BERBY. 

N.  B.— Received  from  the  police  director  on  the  29th  of  May,  1868. 

A.  WOLFF,  C<mmil. 


Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  64.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne  J  August  5,  1868. 

Sm:  On  the  16th  September  last  there  was  received  at  this  legation 
a  note  signed  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Nisbet,  and  certified  to  by  several  other  par- 
tie«,  setting  forth  the  particulars  of  an  alleged  diflftculty  that  occurred 
on  the  route,  '^  Tete  Xoire,'^  from  Martigny  to  Chamounix^  on  the  morning 
of  Tuesday,  the  10th  September,  between  the  parties  signuig  and  certain 
gnidfs  therein  named. 

The  circumstances  seemed  to  be  so  clearly  and  logically  stated  as  to 
impress  me-  with  their  truthfulness,  and  the  propriety  of  representing 
the  ca.se  to  the  fe<leral  government.  I  therefore  went  informally  to  two 
members  of  the  federal  council  and  submitted  the  letter  to  tbem.  They 
at  once  suggested  to  me  to  lay  the  matter  officially  before  the  council, 
that  an  investigation  might  be  ordered. 

At  the  same  time  I  was  aware  that  the  guides  were  cantonal  and  not 
federal  officers ;  that  in  the  canton  of  the  Valais  they  were  an  important 
cla«8,  whose  friendship  it  behooved  a  large  class  of  people,  hotel  keei>ers, 
muleteers,  &c.,  to  cultivate,  and  that  of  all  the  cantons  of  Switzerland 
the  authorities  of  the  "  Valais"  gave  most  trouble  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment by  their  almost  constant  attitude  of  insubordination. 

It  was,  therefore,  more  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  government 
the  conduct  of  the  guides,  with  a  \aew  of  preventing  in  the  future  similar 
outrages,  than  in  the  expectation  of  any  extreme  or  really  deserved  pun- 
ishment, that  I  submitted  the  case  to  the  high  federal  council.  Shortly 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letter  I  •had  an  interview  with  Mr.  !Nisbet.  He 
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was  aware  that  bis  attempting  to  strike  the  guides  greatly  weakened  his 
case,  though  he  seemed  to  think  the  circumstances  justified  him  in  so 
doing. 

Though  the  report  of  the  prefect  of  Martigny  is  dated  in  December,  its 
transmission  to  the  federal  council  was  delayed,  and  only  reached  this 
legation  on  the  19th  of  April. 

The  character  of  the  authorities  is  shown  by  the  investigation,  which, 
when  received,  was  subjected  to  criticism  by  me.  This  latter  I  delivered 
personally  to  the  President,  to  whom  I  expressed  my  regrets  in  having 
to  submit  to  my  government  a  process  evidently  so  ex  parte  and  unjnst. 
After  reading  a  German  translation^  he  requested  me  to  await  a  line  fix)m 
him  and  the  result  of  further  inquiries  to  be  instituted.  That  those  out- 
rages were  of  too  frequent  occurrence,  and  occasioned  them  (the  federal 
council)  much  annoyance ;  and  which,  while  they  had  every  disi)ositioa 
to  correct,  it  was  not  always  in  their  power  so  to  do. 

Under  date  the  13th  May,  the  President  formally  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  my  communication  of  the  2d  of  that  month,  informing  me  that 
they  had  again  called  upon  the  authorities  of  the  Yalais  in  relation  thereto. 

The  final  reply,  with  the  report  of  the  council  of  state  of  the  canton, 
bears  date  the  2oth  July,  the  receipt  of  which  I  acknowledged,  the  3d 
instant.    Copies  of  all  the  papers  will  be  found  herewith. 

Though  otherwise  unsatisfactory,  I  have  reason  to  know  that  regula- 
tions have  been  established  that  will  tend  to  prevent  in  future  the 
repetition  of  like  occurrences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HAKKINGTOX, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  JState^  Washington^  J>.  C. 


Mr.  HarringUm  to  the  Hi^h  Federal  Council. 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States, 

Bemcy  September  23,  1868. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  near  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  has  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  hiij^h  federal 
council,  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  him  by  Mr.  William  F.  Nisbet  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  American  citizens,  setting  forth  a  series  of  ^ross  outrages  committed 
upon  them  on  the  10th  of  the  current  month  by  certain  guides  named  Jean  RouiUer 
and  Etienne  Pierre,  while  passing  from  Martigny  to  Chamouny  by  the  Tdte  Noire,  It 
is  with  much  regret  that  he  feels  himself  thus  caUed  upon  to  approach  the  high  fede- 
ral council ;  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  of  his  countrymen  visiting  Switzerland,  who 
place  themselves  with  entire  confidence  under  the  direction  of  persons  duly  appointed 
to  guide  and  protect  them  as  strangers  in'^oing  from  one  point  to  another  by  difficult 
and  otherwise  dangerous  passes,  compels  him  to  expose  and  present  to  your  excellen- 
cies, and  through  you  to  the  proper  cantonal  authorities,  such  act«  of  these  agent«  as 
prove  them  to  be  not  only  unfaithful  to  their  trust,  but  an  unfaithfulness  accompanied 
by  violence  to  such  a  degree  as  to  endanger  the  lives  or  limbs  of  travelers  thus  com- 
mitted to  their  care. 

RespectfuUy  referring  your  excellencies  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  communication 
of  Mr.  Nisbet  for  the  details  in  extenso,  the  undersigned  will  only  refer  to  some  of  the 
prominent  incidents  therein  related,  premising  that  Mr.  Brooks,  the  principal  sufferer, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Nisbet,  are  gentlemen  of  respectability  and  truthfulness,  whose  state- 
ments are  entitled  to  full  consideration. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  party  en  route  from  Martigny  to  Chamouny  consisted 
of  Mr.  Horace  Brooks,  an  old  gentleman,  enfeebled  by  palsy,  his  wife  aud  daa^ht«r, 
Mr.  Nisbet,  and  an  English  gentleman  named  Fowler,  for  whose  service  five  animals 
and  two  guides  had  been  ortlered.  As  they  were  about  leaving  Martigny,  it  was  ob- 
served that  there  were  three  guides  in  attendance. '  Upon  inquiry,  it  was  found  that 
two  guides  proposed  to  accompany  the  family  of  Mr.  Brooks,  who,  however,  declared 
that  he  had  ordered  and  required  but  one,  and  directed  the  other  to  return.   The  guide 
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refnsed,  prodncing  a  paper  or  written  order  for  three  horses  and  two  guides  for  the 
BnN>k8  family,  but  by  whom  written  none  of  the  party  appear  to  have  known.  Mr.  Nis- 
bet,  the  rest  of  the  party  meanwhile  proceeding,  took  the  paper  and  returned  to  the  land* 
lonl  of  the  Hotel  Clerc,  of  whom  the  animals  and  guides  had  been  ordered,  who  immedi- 
ately changed  the  oriler  from  two  guides  to  one,  and  with  the  paper  so  corrected  Mr.  Nes- 
bit  ivtomed  to  join  the  party,  encountering  on  the  way  the  refractory  guide  in  animated 
eonveraation  with  another,  apparently  his  superior,  who  demanded  the  paper,  w^hich 
was  given  up  by  Mr.  Nisbet.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Nisbet  had  rejoined  the  party,  the  guide 
Rouiller  came  up,  and  declared  that  all  tliree  of  the  animals  ridden  oy  Mr.  Brooks's 
family  should  return  to  Martigny,  unless  the  second  guide  was  taken  to  Chamouny. 
Upon  their  replying  that  the  party  of  three  required  but  one  guide,  and  the  party  of 
five  but  two,  the  guide  angrily  seized  the  bridle  of  the  horse  ridden  by  Mrs.  Brooks, 
and  attempte<l  to  turn  him  back  towards  Martigny.  Mr.  Nisbet  defended  Mrs.  Brooks 
ami  came  near  having  a  personal  encounter  with  the  guide.  Failing  with  the  horse  of 
Un.  Brooks,  the  guide  then  seized  the  bridle  of  the  horse  of  Mr.  Brooks,  and  in  his  vio- 
lent efforts  to  turn  him  back  caused  him  to  fall  into  a  deep  and  dangerous  hole,  carry- 
ing Mr.  Brooks  with  him.  In  consequence  of  the  insufficient  width  of  the  hole  not  per- 
mitting the  horse  to  fall  to  the  bottom,  he  became  suspended  by  his  sides,  the  leg  of 
)ir.  Brooks  being  imprisoned  and  wedged  between  the  side  of  the  horse  and  the  earth 
and  stones  against  which  he  was  lodged.  Picks  and  shovels  became  necessary  to  rescue 
him,  and  ropcss  were  required  to  be  passed  under  the  horse  in  order  to  remove  him  from 
tbe  dangerous  position  into  which  ne  had  been  forced.  The  undersigned  is  happy  to 
oliserve  that  apparently  no  serious  or  lasting  ixvjury  resulted  to  Mr.  Brooks,  although 
the  horse  was  so  much  injured  as  to  prevent  his  continuing  the  journey.  Notwith- 
standing these  occurrences,  the  guide  Rouiller  still  insisted  upon  the  return  of  all  of 
the  three  horses  to  Martigny,  or  the  continuance  of  the  second  guide  to  Chamouny, 
coupling  his  demands  with  uisults,  in  which  the  guide  Etienne  assisted.  Kain  com- 
menced to  fall,  and  midday  had  arrived,  and  there  being  no  cessation  of  the  outrageous 
fondnct  of  these  official  guides,  on  the  suggestion  of  an  English  pedestrian  of  the  ^pine 
club,  who  had  subsequently  joined  them,  the  party  ooncluded  to  pay  the  full  price  of 
the  ^ide  to  Chamouny  in  order  to  end  the  contest  and  be  enabled  to  proceed.  Uiion 
receiving  full  pay,  the  end  and  object  of  all  these  outrages,  the  ^nide  Jean  returned 
to  Martigny,  taking  with  him  the  injured  horse.  In  consefjuence  ot  these  rude  assaults 
upon  Mr.  Brooks,  his  remaining  strength  became  completely  exhausted  before  the  day 
was  over,  and  he  was  obliged  to  remain  the  night  in  a  wayside  inn,  the  others  arriving 
at  Chamouny  alxiut  10  o*ciock. 

In  thus  submitting  this  statement  to  yonr  excellencies,  the  undersigned  begs  permis- 
sion to  remark  that  this  narrative  presents  no  ordinary  occurrences.  He  has  had  com- 
plaints made  to  him  from  time  to  time  of  alleged  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of 
guides  and  others,  but,  bein^  well  aware  that  the  differences  may  have  arisen  from  mis- 
understanding, caused  by  difference  of  language  and  habits,  and  from  no  intentional 
wrong,  he  has  not  felt  himself  justified  in  appealing  to  the  high  federal  council.  In 
the  present  instance  the  outrages  appear  to  have  been  deliberately  and  persistentlv 
perpetrated,  with  a  reckless  and  criminal  disregard  of  life  and  limb,  and  all  simply  with 
a  new  to  extort  money  which  they  had  no  right  to  demand. 

It  is  well  understood  by  travelers  that  these  guides  are  officers  or  employ<$s  of  the 
canton  of  Valais.  Rules  and  regulations  are  prescribed  by  the  cantonal  authorities  for 
the  guidance  and  protection  as  well  of  the  public,  who  are  invited  to  employ  them,  as 
of  the  guides  so  employed.  When  respectable  and  x>eaceful  travelers  trust  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  such  regulations,  and  to  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  persons  duly  appointed  to 
act  a»  condnctors,  they  have  a  right  to  protection.  If,  instead  of  protection,  they  are 
abuued  and  maltreatea,  and  their  lives  placed  in  jeopanly,  it  then  becomes  their  duty 
promptly  to  report  the  offenders  to  their  supeiiors,  that  the  guilty  may  not  only  receive 
tbe  punishment  which  is  justly  their  due,  out,  by  being  dismissed  from  a  service  for 
which  they  have  proved  themselves  unworthy,  insure  from  others  obedience  to  the  reg- 
nlations  and  proper  treatment  to  the  travelers  thereafter  placing  themselves  under 
their  guidance. 

It  appears  that  the  occurrences  herein  narrated  were  of  a  character  to  shock  the  sen- 
ribilities  of  several  of  the  residents  of  the  neighborhoo<l,  and  to  excite  the  indignation 
of  the  landlord  of  the  Hotel  Clerk,"  as  is  shown  by  his  letter,  (copy  herewith,)  urging 
that  energetic  steps  should  be  taken  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice.  In  assuming 
control  of  the  travel  over  these  passes  by  appointing  or  licensing  guides,  by  prescrib- 
ing rules  and  regulations  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  travelers,  and  by  forbid- 
ding the  employment  of  all  persons  not  so  licensed,  the  cantonal  authorities  assume  and 
guarantee  the  protection  of  the  traveler  from  extortion  and  intentional  harm.  It  is 
confidently  assumed  that  unfaithful  or  incompetent  men  would  not  be  intentionally 
employed ;  it  is  assumed  with  equal  confidence  tliat  unfaithful  or  improper  |>ersous  will 
not  be' continued  in  employment  after  their  unfitness  has  been  fully  made  known  to 
those  who,  and*who  alone,  have  jurisdiction  in  the  premises. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  case  for  such  action  as  the  high  federal 
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council  may  think  proper,  and  with  a  confident  helief  that  the  anthorities  of  the  can- 
ton of  the  Vahiis,  on  being  informed  of  the  fact^  will  promptly  take  measnres  to 're- 
lieve that  canton  from  the  stigma  which  must  necessarily  attach  to  and  distinguish  it, 
if  the  authors  of  such  acts  as  are  herein  narrated  are  allowed  to  go  un whipped  of  jus- 
tice. 

The  nndersigfned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yonr  excellency  and  the  high  fede- 
ral council  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

His  Excellency  C.  Fornekad, 

Prettident  of  the  Svciss  Canfederatum, 


Mr,  Wm,  F,  Nishet  and  others  to  Mr,  ffarrington. 

Geneva,  September  14   1868. 

Dear  Sfr  :  The  recent  outrageous  treatment  of  myself  and  some  of  my  countrymen 
by  certain  guides  of  Martigny,  in  the  c^futon  of  Valais,  is  the  cause  of  my  addressing  to 
you  these  bnes.  I  am  impelled  by  several  reasons,  viz.,  in  the  hope  that  the  guilty  may 
be  ]>nuiHbed  for  the  outrages  I  shall  detail  as  having  witnessecl,  that  guides  <)r  other 
servants,  finding  that  punishment  may  follow  their  evil  doings,  (if  travelers  choose  to 
exert  tlifiuselves  to  that  end,)  may  be  restrained  by  a  wholesome  fear;  that  the  can- 
tonal authorities,  becoming  aware  that  bad  men  are  employed,  will  see  to  it  that  their 
districts  shall  not  suffer  in  reputation  by  reason  of  their  continuance,  or  by  the  future 
appointment  of  other  than  good  and  honest  men.  Particularly  would  I  do  thit*  in  the 
interest  of  future  travelers,  especially  those  from  my  own  country.  From  a  long  ex- 
l>erience  in  travel  I  am  le<l  to  oelieve  that  they  oftener  submit  and  bow  doivn  to  the 
outrages  and  indignities  of  guides  and  other  servitors  than  travelers  of  any  other 
nation.  This  may  be  the  result  partly  from  a  mistaken  spirit  of  generosity  and  good 
nature ;  partly  from  their  failure  or  inability  to  comprehena  the  line  between  the  travel- 
ei*^s  ri^hta  and  the  servitor^s  legitimate  latitude  ;  partly^  from  their  ha>ing  little  or  no 
acquaintance  with  the  language,  laws,  custx)m8,  and  topography  of  the  countrj^  in  wliich 
they  may  be  traveling ;  partly  from  the  fear  of  troubles,  delay,  and  expense  which  an 
appeal  to  the  authorities  may  cause  them.  Y^t  all  this  bears  the  proof  of  a  profound 
indifference  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  those  travelers  of  their  own  or  other  lands 
who  shall  come  after  them.  Every  traveler  owes  his  mite  to  the  great  society  of  travel- 
ers. In  writing  you  these  lines  and  asking  y6ur  efforts  in  this  case  I  am  but  acting 
uiK)n  my  conviction  of  what  every  traveler  owes  to  the  concourse  of  traveleni  who 
annually  pilgrimage  to  this  charming  land.  Asking  your  kind  forbearance  for  these 
first  lines,  I  will  now  detail  to  you  the  facts  in  the  cjise. 

On  Tuestlay  morning,  September  10,  a  party  of  Americans,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Brooks 
and  daughter,  a  young  English  gentleman,  Mr.  Fowler,  and  myself,  were  at  the  Hotel 
Clerc  at  Martingny,  all  bound  for  Chamoimy  via  the  T^te  Noire.  One  of  the  ladies 
being  unwell,  they  at  first  concluded  to  remain  until  her  recovery.  I  therefore  joined 
with  Mr.  Fowler  and  engaged  two  animals  and  one  guide,  which  were  soon  befiire  the 
door  of  the  hotel.  The  others  now  concluded  to  go,  and  gave  the  landlord  of  the  Clerc 
a  verbal  order  for  three  horses  or  animals,  and  a  guide,  which  were  brought  in  alMHit 
half  an  hour.  We  then  started  in  company.  Before  getting  out  of  the  town  I  noticed 
that  three  men  accompanied  the  party,  and  on  inquiry,  cTiscovered  that  fico  g^uides 
wt'Tc  going  with  the  three  animals  last  ordered  by  Mr.  Brooks's  family.  Calling  their 
attention  to  this,  they  said  that  they  wanted  but  owe  guide,  and  Mr.  B.  so  told  theui,  and 
ordered  one  to  return.  He  refused,  and  took  fix)m  his  pocket  a  paper,  on  which  was 
written  two  guides  and  three  horses.  I  suppose  this  is  a  sort  of  voucher  by  which  he 
could  claim  payment  on  our  arrival  at  Chamouny.  Whether  it  was  given  him  by  the 
hotel  proprietor  or  by  the  chief  guide  I  do  not  know,  but  I  presume  tne  latter.  As  he 
refused  to  return  as  long  as  this  paper  called  for  two  guides,  I  told  him  I  would  return 
and  have  it  altered.  This  I  did,  the  party  proceeding.  At  my  arrival  at  the  hotel  the 
landlord  immediately  altered  the  number  to  one  guide.  I  then  mounted,  and  at  some 
little  distance  from  the  hotel  overtook  the  refractory  guide  talking  with  a  man  (who  I 
have  ^inc(^  supposed  the  chief  guide)  who,  from  his  gestures  and  speech,  I  su]>poiseil  to 
be  giving  Inin  onlers.  He  (the  guide)  asked  to  see  the  paper,  and  refusal  to  return  it 
to  me.  I  left  it  with  him  and  passed  on,  overtakfaig  the.  party  about  two  miles  up  tlte 
road.  In  a  ft*w  minutes  this  guide  came  up  with  us  and  nemanded  that  all  the  animals 
riddfii  by  Mr.  B.'s  family  shoiUd  go  back  to  Martigny,  or  that  he  should  be  taken  along 
to  Cham«>uny.  We  told  him  that  we  did  not  know  him  at  all ;  had  ordered  three  hordes 
and  one  guide,  and  that  the  party  of  three  wanted  but  one  guide,  and  the  party  of  five 
wanted  but  two.  This  man  now  fiew  into  a  passion,  seized  the  bridle  of  the  hor^e 
whirh  Mr.  B.  rode  aii<l  attempted  to  turn  the  animal  back.  I  struck  at  him  twice  from 
my  horse  with  a  bundle  of  canes,  but  did  not  hit  him,  as  he  sank  down  behind  the  horse. 
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He  then  seized  a  stone  bat  did  not  fire,  but  seizing  the  bridle  of  the  horse  which  Mr.  B. 
rode^  attempted  to  turn  him,  and  in  so  doing  backed  the  animal  into  a  deep  anddanger- 
003  hole,  carrying  Mr.  B.  down  with  him.  The  hole  was  so  narrow  that  the  horse  was 
completely  wedged  in,  his  back  level  with  the  ground  on  either  side,  his  hoofs  not 
toucliing  the  l>otfom,  but  his  weight  suspended  by  his  sides.  Mr.  B.  was  yet  upon  his 
back,  his  right  leg  tightly  wedg(3  in  between  the  horse  and  the  stones.  It  was  some 
five  minutes  bt'fore  he  was  taken  off,  and  only  after  the  stones  had  been  dug  away. 
Pickaxes  and  shovels  had  to  be  used,  and  it  was  twenty  minutes  before  the  horse  was 
taken  out  by  means  of  ropes  passed  under  him.  Mr.  B.  is  an  old  gentleman,  and  it  was 
an  accident  that  his  leg  was  not  brokeu.  It  now  rained  hard.  Yet  ailer  all  this,  the 
fact  also  that  it  was  12  o'clock  and  a  long  journey  before  us,  this  guide,  Jean  Rouiller, 
yet  iusist'Cd  on  taking  the  three  animals  back.  The  other  ^lide  who  had  come  with  the 
three  horses,  Pierre  Etienne,  seemed  to  second  Jean  in  his  efforts,  and  shook  his  list 
furiously  at  me  because  I  refiised  to  give  back  to  Jean  the  pjipers  which  he  hml  before 
seized  from  me.  It  was  evident  that  Jean  would  insist  on  gonig  along  to  Chamonny  or 
on  taking  the  three  horses  back.  Just  then  came  along  an  English  pedestrian  of  the 
Alpine  Clab,  who  advised  us  to  get  rid  of  this  Jean  by  paying  him  twelve  francs,  the 
full  price  of  a  guide  from  Martigny  to  Chamonny.  He  refused  to  let  the  horse  go,  and 
wrhaps  he  was  right,  after  the  tumble  he  had  had  in  the  ditch.  I  gave  up  my  horse  to 
Mr.  B.  and  jointly  walked  and  rode  with  my  English  fnend.  During  this  scene  some 
twenty  natives  gathered  about,  and  it  was  evident  that  they  looked  upon  tile  affair  as 
a  great  outrage.  Both  of  the  guides  are  bad  men ;  they  show  it  ux>ou  every  feature. 
Mr  own  guide  was  quiet  and  a  ^ood  fellow,  but  from  fear  kept  silent.  Fear  and  Interest 
I  believe  compel  the  better  guides  and  the  landlords  of  the  hotels  to  acquiesce  in  the 
eoutinuanee  of  bad  men  as  guides.  Think  of  your  guide  mounting  your  horse  while 
yon  are  walking !    This  both  of  the  gtiides  did  at  a  later  hour  of  the  day. 

It  seems  neither  age,  nor  sex,  nor  any  consideration  whatever  can  deter  these  villains 
from  outrages.  Here  was  an  old  gentleman,  feeble  in  body,  attacked  with  palsy  two 
weeks  before,  showing  when  he  mounted  the  annimal  at  the  hotel  that  he  was  weak. 
Here  were  two  ladies,  his  only  attendants;  and  yet  these  guides  took  no  account  of  his 
condition.  I  am  strongly  incline<l  to  tlie  belief  that  they  were  emboldened  by  orders 
from  their  chief ;  and  in  confirmation  of  this  belief,  as  well  as  for  the  puqwse  of  further 
testimony,  I  inclose  a  letter  received  here  by  Mr.  Brooks  two  days  since,  on  his  arrival,, 
from  the  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Clerc,  at  Chamonny.  This  letter  has  been  written  of 
his  own  free  will,  as  neither  myself  nor  any  of  the  party  have  seen  or  had  any  commu- 
nication with  him,  or  any  one  at  Martigny,  since  our  departure  from  there.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  the  natives  who  witnessed  the  scene  have  made  it  the  talk  of  the  town. 
At  first  I  felt  incline<l  to  hold  the  hotel  keeper  resi>ousible,  as  it  was  tlirough  liim  and 
from  him  that  we  all  received  horses  and  guides,  and  it  was  ho  who,  later,  altered  the 
voucher  firom  ^iro  to  one  guide.  But  I  can  conceive  his  difficult  position  as  one  among 
several  hotel  keepers,  with  their  rivalries  and  jeahmsies,  wishing  to  be  ux)ou  the  right 
Mde  of  the  guides,  who  can  be  of  service  by  their  patronage.  The  whole  system  of 
^des  fi-om  Martigny  to  Chomouny  seems  to  be  entirely  in  the  interest  of  the  guides. 
A  traveler  is  actually  forced  by  them  to  a  stoppage  of  one  and  a  half  hour  at  the 
half-way  house  on  the  T^te  Noire.  This  we  had  to  submit  to,  notwithstanding  all  our 
previous  delay  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  It  was  10  o'clock  at  night  when  we 
arrived  at  Cliamonuy.  Mr.  B.  became  so  weary  that  he  was  obliged  to  stop  and  remain 
at  an  inn  on  the  wayside.  At  Chamonny,  I  am  told^  the  guides  receive  three  francs  per 
person  for  everyone  they  take  to  any  hotel.  This  is  paid  by  the  proprietor,  and  is 
probably  one  cause  of  the  toleration  of  such  villains.  Then  they  walk  their  animals 
the  whole  distance  at  a  pace  far  slower  than  an  ordinary  pedestrian  walks,  and  become 
ngly  and  sulky  if  one  urges  his  horse  faster,  or  insists  upon  their  so  doing.  Further- 
more, no  French  guide  from  Chamonny  is  allowed  to  pilot  travelers  over  the  mountain 
on  their  (the  guide's)  return,  so  that  a  traveler  pays  both  ways,  or,  in  other  words,  pays 
for  two  days  ftir  his  guides  and  horses  when  he  uses  them  but  one,  and  this  over  a  route 
where  the  back  travel  is  equal  to  the  forward  travel.  Yet  as  a  traveler  I  do  not,  nor  do 
Iljelieve  others,  object  to  paying  any  reasonable  tariff  prices,  but  only  to  a  forced  impo- 
sition such  as  I  have  related.  At  Chamonny,  before  settling  with  the  guides,  I  stated 
the  facts  to  the  projirietor  of  the  Hotel  Koyal  de  rUnion,  i^-ho  a^lvised  me  to  appeal  to 
the  United  States  consul  at  Gen<^ve.  Yesterday,  in  company  with  Mr.  Brooks,  I  called 
niton  him,  and  it  is  at  his  suggestion  that  I  ad<Iress  myself  to  you  as  the  highest  and 
proper  authority.  If  my  de]K)sition  is  needed  I  shall  be  glad  to  make  it,  but,  as  I  shall 
incwt  probably  be  in  Berne  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so,  i  will  do  myself  the  honor  to 
call  upon  you,  and  if  needful  will  then  give  you  any  further  information  in  my  iM)wer. 
In  the  mean  time  I  place^the  matter  in  your  hands,  trusting  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  bring  tills  outrage  to  such  an  issue  as  shall  be  a  warning  to  all  the  guides  of 
Martigny,  and  a  prevention  of  like  outrages  in  the  foture. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  NISBET,  ^c,  <fc. 
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We,  the  nndereigned,  parties  mentioned  within,  have  heard  this  letter,  and  hereby 
confinii  with  our  signaturea  all  the  facta  and  statements  therein  contained,  and  urg- 
ently trust  success  will  attend  any  efforta  to  punish  the  offenders. 

HORACE  BllOOKSy  of  Xew  York. 

mr8.  e.  brooks, 
mina  brooks, 
henry  fowler, 

Hon.  Geo.  Harrington, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America,  ^ 


Mr,  ClerCf  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  to  Mr,  Brooks, 

Hotel  Clerc,  at  Martigny,  September  10, 1867. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  hear  that  you  had  trouble  with  the  guides  this  morning,  after  your 
departure  from  Martigny,  and  that  they  behaved  very  rudely  to  you.  These  are  inci- 
dents that  ought  not  to  be  passed  over  in  silence;  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  I 
advise  you,  for  the  good  of  travelers,  to  make  a  serious  complaint  to  your  minister,  and 
request  him  to  present  the  case  to  the  Swiss  federal  council,  our  supreme  authority. 
A  remonstrance  of  your  minister  will  give  much  more  importance  to  ^our  complaint. 
Moreover,  if  yon  will  make  a  complaint  to  me  in  writing,!  will  send  it  to  the  Valais 
authorities  and  have  the  guilty  guide  severely  reprimancuNl. 

I  insist  on  your  doing  this,  for,  if  what  I  hear  is  tme,  their  conduct  is  scandalous. 
The  chief  guides  ought  to  be  responsible  for  the  extortion  on  travelers  by  their  subor- 
dinates. It  was  the  chief  who  gave  the  order  to  the  guide  Jean  RouiUer,  on  the  way, 
to  take  back  the  mules  or  make  yon  pay  for  them.  He  has  superseded  his  authority 
in  every  way,  and  I  ailvise  you  to  be  particularly  hard  on  him  in  your  complaint. 

I  will  do  all  I  can  to  assist  you  on  this  occasion,  but  the  complaint  must  come  fimm 
the  traveler. 

Accept,  sir,  my  respectful  consideration. 

I.  CLERC. 


The  High  Federal  Council  to  Mr,  Harrington, 

Berne,  April  15, 1868. 

The  federal  council  is  finally  able  to  reply  to  the  note  which  the  minister  reni- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America  near  the  Swiss  Confederation  has  addressKHl  it, 
dated  September  23,  1867,  in  which  he  communicate*  the  complaint  of  Mr.  William  F. 
Nitibet  and  other  American  citizens  on  the  subject  of  the  bad  treatment  which  they  had 
experienced  from  the  guides  Jean  RouiUer,  and  Etienne  Pierroz,  on  the  route'^firom 
Martigny  to  Chamouny,  passing  by  the  T6te  Noire. 

Witn  an  apology  for  the  delay  in  communicating  the  result  of  the  investigation 
commenced  upon  this  complaint,  the  government  of  the  canton  of  Valais  transmits, 
under  date  of  the  11th  instant,  to  the  federal  council  the  report  of  the  prefect  of  Mar- 
tigny, a  copy  of  which  is  subjoined,  and  the  order  of  march. 

It  appears  from  these  two  documents  that  the  commissary-  of  guides  had  been  applied  to 
by  a  group  of  travelers  for  two  guides  and  three  horses,  as  is  seen  by  the  order  of  march, 
on  which  the  figure  ttco  has  been  erased.  By  virtue  of  the  sixteenth  article  of  the  rules, 
which  says.  "  the  traveler  who  engages  a  guide  and  then  dismisses  him  is  bound  to 

Eay  him  half  the  fee,"  the  guide  Rouiller  ha*l  a  right  to  demand  the  twelve  franca  for 
imself -and  his  horse.  But  Mr.  Nisbet  wished  to  dismiss  the  guide  and  keep  the  horse. 
Rouiller  proinised  to  refer  the  dispute  to  the  commissary  of  guides,  which  Mr.  Nisbet 
refused  to  do.  The  latter  then  spoke  to  the  hotel-keeper,  who  took  the  responsibility 
of  erasing  the  fij^ire  two  from  the  order  of  inarch.  With  the  order  thus  modified^  Mr. 
Nisbet  persisted  in  wishing  to  send  away  the  guide  and  keep  his  horse,  while  Rouiller 
on  his  side  refused  to  let  his  horse  go  without  himself;  on  wnich  Mr.  Nisbet  struck  him 
twice  with  his  cane.  The  dispute  becoming  more  exciting,  the  traveler,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  RouiUer,  left  him  his  horse  and  paid  him  twelve  francs.  As  may  be  seen, 
there  were  wrongs  on  both  sides  in  this  dispute. 

MeanwhUe,  as  Rouiller  was  the  first  to  do  wrong,  he  will  be  punished  by  the  priva- 
tion of  one  of  his  regular  trips  at  the  commencement  of  next  ^ason,  according  to  article 
twenty-six  of  the  rules. 

As  to  the  fall  of  Mr.  Brooks  with  his  horse,  the  witness  heard  state  that  RouUler  did 
not  touch  Mr.  Brooks's  horse,  and  that  he  himself,  bv  a  false  movement,  brought  ab<mt 
the  fall. 

The  commissary  of  guides  acted  somewhat  inconsiderately  in  advising  the  ^^de 
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RottiUer  to  take  back  his  horse,  but  he  did  not  infringe  the  rules,  considering  that  this 
iU>es  not  impose  upon  the  guides,  when  they  are  once  under  way,  any  obligation  to  aban- 
don tbeir  horses  to  the  hands  of  strangers. 

The  federal  council  does  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Harrington  will  also  be  convinced  by  the 
pmceRS  impartially  drawn  up  by  the  prefect  of  Martigny,  that  the  whole  dispute  should 
he  principally  attributed  to  the  inii)roper  conduct  of  Mr.  Nisbet,  and  that  in  the  main 
thf  guide  Rouiller  waa  in  the  right.  Hoping  that  monsieur  the  minister  of  the  lJnite<l 
States  of  America  will  see  the  niatter  iu  the  same  light,  the  federal  council  has  the 
honor  to  renew  to  him  the  assurance  of  its  high  consideration. 
•        In  the  name  of  the  federal  council,  the  president  of  the  confederation. 

DUBS, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Confederation  Schiefs. 
Mr.  Geokge  HARRrNOTOx, 

Minuter  Besident  of  the  United  States  of  America 

near  the  Stcise  Confederation,  Berne. 


[Transhition.] 
COPY  OF  THE  RECORD  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Tkeprefeetof  the  district  of  Martigny  to  the  counselor  of  state,  charged  with  the  department 

of  the  interior, 

Mr.  Counselor  of  State  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
made  on  the  complaint  against  the  guides  Jean  Rouiller  and  Etienue  Pierroz,  by  Mr. 
Xi»l)et,  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Switzerland.  Circumstaucos 
have  prevented  me  from  sending  this  re|K>rt  sooner.  I  first  sent  the  coui])laiut  to  the 
conimusary  of  guides,  telling  him  to  reiiort  upon  it,  and,  after  a  mouth's  delay,  he  said 
he  preferred  makiu|;  a  verbal  reiiort.  Afterwards  one  of  the  chief  witnesses,  the  woman 
an  Guex  Crosier,  ot  the  village  of  Rappes  de  Martiguy-Combe,  whom  I  had  summoned, 
firll  sick,  and  I  had  to  gcr  to  her  house  to  examine  her. 

That  you  may  understand  exactly  what  has  been  done,  I  will  report  the  result  of  my 
examinations.  I  will  then  decide  from  the  depositions  if  there  is  any  foundation  for 
tlie  complaint,  and  which  party  is  to  be  blamed.  Iu  the  examination,  the  guides  and 
others  not  knowing  the  travelers'  names,  called  Mr.  Brooks  "  the  old  man,"  Mr.  Nisbet, 
'•the  beanletl  luaii,^  or  "the  man  ou  the  white  horse,"  and  Mr.  Fowler,  "  the  yoimg  man," 
but  for  brevity  I  will  call  them  by  their  names.  / 

Here  is  what  the  commissary  of  guides  said :  While  in  the  public  square  of  Martigny, 
be  Haw  Mr.  Nisbet  come  trottiug  down  to  the  Hotel  Clerc.  At  first  he  supposed  he  iiad 
fur^rotten  something;  but  when  he  saw  Jean  Rouiller  rumiiug  after  him,  he  thought  an 
aixident  had  hai)peued.  He  went  up  to  lilm  aud  asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  He 
replied  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks,  advisi^l  by  Mr.  Nisbet,  wanted  to  send  him  back  from 
Bimrg-Martigny,  but  he  said  he  would  not  go  unless  they  puid  him.  Mr.  Nisbet  told 
them  not  to  pay,  because  only  one  guide  had  been  ordered,  and  then  they  came  back  to 
let  the  hotel-keeper  decide.  Hereu])on  the  commissary  started  to  the  hotel,  but  when 
he  saw  Mr.  Nisbet,  he  went  up  to  him  with  Rouiller  and  wanted  to  talk  to  him ;  but 
he  only  showed  them  the  order,  which  I  inclose,  and  saying  that  the  hotel-keeper  ha<l 
changed  the  number  of  guides  from  two  to  one,  he  galloped  off.  The  commissary  then 
UM  Rouiller  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  traveler ;  aim  as  they  had  ordered  two,  they 
dionld  pay  for  them,  or  come  back  and  give  reasons  for  not  doing  so.  Jean  Rouiller 
then  went  away,  aud  that  is  all  the  commissary  knows.  He  adds  that  the  guides  aud 
mules  that  Mr.  Nisbet  had  were  ordered  the  day  previous,  and  Mr.  Brooks  engaged  his 
the  next  day,  about  nine  oVlock. 

Jean  Rouiller  gave  the  same  testimony  as  the  commissary,  and  added  that,  having 
OTertakeu  the  travelers  at  the  village  of  Rappes,  three-quarters  of  a  league  from  Mar- 
ti^iy,  he  told  them  what  the  commissioner  said.  >fr.  Nisbet  replied  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  him.  The  guide  then  asked  to  see  the  order  of  the  hotel-keeper,  reducing 
the  two  guides  to  one.  Rouiller  said  the  Jiotel-kceper  had  no  right  to  do  that;  that  the  trav- 
(In*  must  nay  him,  or  go  hack  to  Martigny  and  saiUtfy  the  commissary,  Mr,  yishet  insisting 
w  proeeedtngf  the  guide  took  Mr,  Brooks^s  mule  by  the  bridle  and  turnip  it  backy  when  Mr,  Xis- 
^t  itnuk  at  him  three  times  with  his  caae,  striking  him  twice  on  the  arm  ;  he  dodged  tlie  third 
Wor  and  fell.  On  getting  up  and  taking  a  stone,  he  threatened  to  throw  it  at  Mr.  Nis- 
bet. Mr.  Brooks's  uorseSbll  in  the  stream,  but  Air.  Brooks  was  not  hurt  by  the  fall.  A 
pedestrian  came  up,  whei^Ir.  Brooks  got  on  his  mule  again,  and,  ou  his  advice,  Rouiller 
vas  paid  six  francs  for  his  day's  work.    Mr.  Brooks  then  cliange 


pedestrian  came  up,  when^Ir.  Brooks  got  on  his  mule  again,  and,  ou  his  advice,  Rouiller 
^as  paid  six  francs  for  his  day's  work.  Mr.  Brooks  then  clianged  mules  wfth  Mr.  Fow- 
ler, fearing  to  ride  the  one  that  had  fallen  witli  hiiu,  and  which  the  guide  said  waa  now 


uniuife.    Rouiller  next  claimed  six  francs  for  his  mule,  and  it  was  paid  him,  after  some 
besitatiou.    Rouiller  then  went  back  to  the  hotel  with  the  animal.    He  said  he  did  not 
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insist  on  going  to  Chamonny,  or  force  the  travelers  to  turn  back,  but  only  asked  pay 
for  his  beast.    He  denies  taking  Mr.  Brooks's  mule  by  the  bridle. 

The  other  guide,  Etienne  Pierroz,  confirms  what  RouiUer  said,  except  the  interview 
with  the  commissary,  which  he  did  not  see.  He  says  he  was  angry  with  Mr,  Nisbet  for 
not  giving  back  the  order,  as  that  was  necessary  for  his  iustihcation.  He  says  they 
both  mounted  to  catch  up  with  the  travelers,  who  were  ahead,  and  not  to  keep  them 
fiom  riding. 

Alexandre  Girond,  Mr.  Nisbet's  guide,  being  called  and  informed  that  complaints 
were  lodged  against  the  other  guides,  he  said :  Thone  gentlemen  ought  not  to  complain,  foi% 
they  are  wrong.  He  then  stated  that  on  arriving  at  Bourg-Martigny  Mr.  Nisbet  want«l 
to  send  him  back,  because  there  were  already  two  guides  along.  On  Jean  Rouiller's 
saying  that  Girond  had  been  engaged  the  day  before,  and  could  not  "be  sent  back,  they 
wanted  to  send  Rouiller  back,  but  he  said  he  must  go  on  to  Chamouny.  Roniller  said 
he  would  go  back  if  they  would  pay  him ;  this  Mr.  Nisbet  refused  to  do,  when  Rouiller 
showed  the  order  from  the  hotel-keeper  for  two  guides  for  the  Brooks  famih.  Then  Mr.  Nis- 
bet agreed  to  go  back  with  Rouiller  and  see  the  hotel-keeper  about  the  disjiute.  They 
start^  back,  and  the  others  went  on  towanls  Chamouny.  Mr.  Nisbet  overtook  them 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  Rouiller  soon  came  up  paniting,  and  told  them  what  the 
commissary  had  said.  Mr.  Nisbet  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  commissaiy,  and 
asked  to  see  the  order,  to  prove  that  the  h^ttel-keejyer  had  reduced  the  number  of  gyides,  and 
to  shotc  that  he  owed  Rouiller  nothing,  and  they  then  started ;  but  Rouiller  seized  Mrs. 
Brooks's  mule,  and  said :  "  If  you  will  not  pay  me,  we  will  go  back  to  the  commissaTT." 
Mr.  Nisbet,  in  a  rage,  struck  at  Rouiller  with  his  cane.  Girond  could  not  see  if  he  was 
struck,  but  saw  him  pick  up  a  stone  and  ask  Mr.  Nisbet  if  he  intended  to  strike  him 
again.  At  this  time  Mr.  Brooks's  mule  fell  with  him,  without  injuiy.  A  young  nian  on 
foot  then  came  up  and  advised  them  to  pay  Rouiller  and  to  send  h^m  back.  They  paid 
him  the  six  francs  he  claimed.  He  left,  his  horse  with  Mr.  Brooks,  who  did  not  want 
to  take  it.  Rouiller  theu  said:  "If  you  send  the  horse  back,  you  must  pay  me  six 
francs  more."    The  traveler  then  gave  him  six  francs. 

Girond  being  interrogated  on  certain  allegations  in  the  complaint,  he  said  Rouiller 
did  not  insist  on  goin^  to  Chamouny,  but  only  said :  "They  have  engaged  me,  and  they 
must  pay  for  my  services.**  Rouiller  did  not  tak'e  Mr.  Brooks's  horse  by  the  bridle  anil 
cause  nim  to  fall,  nor  did  he  say  all  three  of  the  horses  must  be  taken  back.  He  did 
not  refuse  to  take  the  horse  that  had  fallen  back.  He  says  the  guide  Pierroz  did  not 
shake  his  fist  at  Mr.  Nisbet,  but  he  heard  a  dispute  because  Mr.  Nisbet  refusetl  to  give  up 
the  order  to  him.  After  all  was  over,  Mr.  Fowler  said  ironically  to  Rouiller:  "No  din- 
ner nor  peanuts  for  you  to-day."  Even  after  the  fall,  Mrs.  Brooks  was  willing  that 
Rouiller  should  go  on,  but  Mr.  Nisbet  objected. 

Hearing  that  Eugene  Sandron,  of  Rappes,  had  helped  to  got  the  horse  out  of  the 
pully,  I  had  him  called.  He  said  he  saw  nothing  before  the  horse  fell,  but  he  saw  Ron- 
iller receive  six  francs  for  his  own  services,  and  six  for  his  horse,  g^ven  to  him  by  a 
young  traveler.  From  what  he  had  lieard,  he  thought  the  strangers  were  wrong.  He 
said  the  widow  Melanie  Guex  Crosier  had  seen  and  heard  all,  from  her  window  over  the 
road  where  the  scene  occurred. 

I  went  to  see  her,  and  she  confirmed  all  that  Alexandre  Girond  had  said.  She  saw 
Rouiller  receive  two  blows  from  Mr.  Nisbet's  cane.  Rouiller  said  several  times :  "  Either 
retain  me,  pay  me,  or  take  mo  to  the  commissary."  She  says  Rouiller  did  not  touch  Mr. 
Brooks's  horse,  and  it  was  the  young  man  who  adivised  Mr.  Brooks  not  to  keep  the  animal. 
She  saw  Rouiller  receive  six  francs  at  once,  and  six  francs  for  his  horse,  given  to  him 
by  the  young  man  on  foot.  Mr.  Fowler  said  to  him :  "  No  vale,  no  dinner  for  you  this 
day,"  and  Rouiller  simply  replied,  "  I  don't  want  your  dinner."  She  did  not  see  Pierroz 
shako  his  fist  at  Mr.  Nisbet.  She  was  above  tlie  people,  and  could  see  and  hear  every- 
thing.   She  saw  no  other  persons  present,  but  some  came  up  afterwards. 

I  Uiought  this  sufficient  to  convict  Mr.  Nisbet  and  release  the  guides,  so  I  made  no 
more  examinations. 

The  unanimous  testimony  of  the  persons  examined  shows  that  the  order  of  service 
given  by  Mr.'  Clerc,  of  the  hotel,  to  the  commissary  of  guides,  mentioned  two  gnidea 
for  the  Brooks  family;  that  they  wanted  to  send  back  one  guide  when  only  a  quarter 
.  of  a  league  from  the  starting  place ;  that  this  guide  did  not  reftise  to  go  back,  but  de- 
manded compensation,  either  from  the  travelers  or  from  the  hotel-keeper,  by  virtue  of 
article  ten  of  the  law  on  transport  service  to  travelers ;  that  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  hotel-keeper,  when  the  travelers  said  they  wanted  but  one  guide;  that 
Mr.  Nisbet  hurried  to  the  hotel  and  had  the  order  for  guides  changed  from  two  to  one, 
which  could  only  be  done  by  the  commissary,  and  not  by  the  hotel-keeper;  that  Mr. 
Nisbet  would  listen  to  no  explanation  from  the  commissary,  apd  even  ventured  to  strike 
a  guide  not  in  his  service;  that  Rouiller  did  not  cause  Mr.  Brooks's  horse  to  fiiU,  hut 
the  horse  fell  from  fright  at  Mr.  Nisbet's  cane ;  that  the  guide  did  not  offer  to  take  Mr. 
Brooks's  horse  away ;  he  did  not  receive  money  for  the  entire  Journey  from  Martigny  to 
Chamouny,  but  was  paid  for  half  the  way,  six  francs  for  himself,  and  six  for  his  oorse ; 
and  finally,  the  witnesses  of  the  scene  were  indignant  at  Mr.  Nisbet  for  his  conduct 
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TV  jpiides  and  witnesaes  do  not  blame  Mr.  Brooks,  but  condemn  Mr.  Nisbet  for  med- 
dling with  a  business  that  did  not  eoiicem  him. 

I  cannot  understand  why  Clerc,  of  the  hotel,  casts  all  the  blame  on  the  commissary, 
unless  for  some  {^^dge,  for  I  cannot  conceive  that  he  is  to  blame.  Tlie  hotel-keejier 
did  wrong  to  change  the  number  of  guides  without  consulting  the  commissarj',  making 
Mr.  Nisbet  believe  the  afiair  was  amicably  settled.  He  ou|;ht  to  know  that  w^hen  a 
guide  is  engaged  he  cannot  be  discharged  without  pay,  against  his  will,  and  without 
the  decision  of  the  commissary. 
•  If  the  guide  had  been  sent  back  from  the  hotel,  or  Bourg-Martigny,  he  would  have 
been  entitletl  to  three  francs,  by  article  ten,  second  st'ction,  of  the  law  reffuhiting  the 
transport  service  of  travelers;  but  after  starting  with  him,  and  causing  nim  to  lose 
mnt'b  time,  I  think  that  the  twelve  francs  that  RouiUer  demanded  was  his  due  for  him- 
self and  his  horse. 

I  most  add  that  Mr.  Nisbet  shows  that  he  does  not  know  how  to  travel  over  monn- 
taioR,  when  he  complains  of  a  halt  of  an  hour  and  a  half  midway.  Jf  he  had  any  sense 
he  (mght  to  know  that  a  guide  and  horses  cannot  go  eight  or  ten  leagues  a  dag  over  monntaina 
Kitkout  rest,  particularly  after  waiting  for  the  trarelers  one  or  two  hours  at  the  hotel. 

What  Mr.  Nisbet  says  about  every  guide  getting  three  francs  from  the  hotel-keeper 
for  every  person  brought  to  the  hotel  is  too  silly  to  be  believed.  It  may  be  done  else- 
where, but  not  at  Martigny  and  Chamounix. 

Here  are  the  facts,  Mr.  Counselor,  as  I  obtained  them,  and  I  refrain  from  expressing 
my  opinion  thereon. 

I  return  the  three  documents  yon  sent  me,  and  accept  the  occasion,  &c.,  &c.,  d.c. 

GAY, 
Prefect  of  the  Martigny  District, 


Mr.  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  Council. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  May  2, 1868. 

The  nndersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  riear  the  Swiss  Confederation^ 
haM  the  honor  to  acknow^ledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  communication  of  the 
15th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  complaint  oiMr.  W.  F.  Nisbet  and  other  American  citizens, 
of  the  misconduct  to  which  they  were  subjected  on  the  part  of  certain  guides  servinz 
the  route  from  Martigny  to  Chamounix,  by  the  T^te  Noire,  which  the  undersigned  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  high  federal  council  under  date  of  September  23  last. 

Your  excellency  informed  the  undersigned  of  the  result  of  the  investigation  called 
for  by  the  high  federal  council,  and,  at  the  same  time,  inclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  tho 
reconl  of  proceedings  and  of  the  testimony  taken,  as  submitted  by  the  authorities  of 
the  canton  of  the  Yalais,  upon  which  those  authorities  declared  the  guides  exculpated 
fnmi  all  blame  except  for  a  slight  misdemeanor  on  the  part  of  guide  Bouiller,  for  wliich, 
a.H  a  punishment,  he  would  be  suspended  for  a  short  period,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  approaching  season,  from  his  mnctions  as  guide. 

Accompanying  this  record  was  a  paper,  presumed  to  be  the  original  f  rder,  by  virtue 
of  which  liro  ^udes  instead  of  owe  (the  cause  of  the  difficulty)  presented  themselves  as 
attached  to  tne  party  of  Mr.  Brooks,  and  was,  doubtless,  submitted  by  those  authorities 
asa  justificati«m,  firstly,  for  the  appearance  of  the  two  guides,  and  secondly,  as  a  fur- 
ther justification  of  the  demand  for  indemnity,  so  rudely  presented,  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  underfiig:ned,  so  unjustifiably  enforced'^irom  the  travelers  when  the  extra  guide 
was  told  that  bis  services  had  not  been  commanded  and  were  not  required. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  the  undersigned  to  refer  to  the  testimony  upon  which 
the  authoritii^s  of  the  Valais  profess  to  have  relied  for  their  double  verdict — thart  of  ac- 
quittal of  the  guides,  and  conviction  of  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  travelers. 

Aside  from  the  counter  declarations  of  the  incriminated  guides,  who  naturally  sus- 
taiDe<l  one  another  in  pleading  "not  guilty''  to  the  charges  preferred  against  them,  it 
appears  by  this  record  that  but  tw^o  witnesses  were  summoned,  notwithstanding  the 
a)«(*rtion  of  the  parties  complaining  that  "  about  twenty  persons  gathered  about  the 
scene,"  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  two  cited  witnesses  that  several  per- 
Bonu  were  present,  and  notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the  landlord  of  the  Hotel 
Clerc,  in  his  communication  of  the  same  day  of  the  occurrences,  that  he  had  that 
morning  been  informed  of  the  gross  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated  upon  the  trav- 
elers. These  concurrent  statements  prove  conclusively  that  the  lack  of  testimony  was 
Dot  compulsory. 

Of  these  two  witnessc%  the  first  one  (Sandon)  testified  that  he  saw  nothing  of  what 
had  passed  before  the  fall  of  the  horse,  but  "from  what  was  stated  to  him  by  tlie  people 
of  bis  village,  he  estimated  that  the  travelers  were  wrong." 

The  second  and  only  other  witness  is  asserted  to  be  a  widow,  so  enfeebled  as  to  have 
been  unable  to  appear  before  the  magistrate.  Her  testimony  certainly  confirms  all  the 
declarations  of  the  guides.    She  neither  saw  nor  heard  anything  improper  done  or  said 
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by  theni,  bat  is  decisive  as  to  the  numerous  and  frequent  provocations  on  the  part  of 
the  strau^ei's.  She  asserts  that  she  witnessed  the  whole  scene  from  tlie  window  of  a 
neighbonng  house,  and  is  especially  positive  as  to  the  exact  sum  that  was  finally  paid 
by  the  travelers  as  indemnity  for  the  dismissed  ^uide  and  returned  horse — that  is  to 
say,  six  francs  for  each..  As  it  would  be  simply  impossible  for  any  one  standing  in  a 
distant  window  to  know,  under  the  circumstances,  how  much,  if  any,  money  waa  passed 
from  the  hand  of  one  individual  into  the  hand  of  another,  the  undersigned  may  be  par- 
doned for  the  little  confidence  he  has  either  in  th^t^istimony  or  the  witness. 

Such  is  the  testimony  upon  which  the  prefect  of  Martigny  professes  to  rely  in  justifi- 
cation of  his  declaration  that  each  and  every  charge  and  specification  brought  by  the 
complainant  (Nisbet)  was  false,  notwithstanding  they  were  sustained  by  iour  other 
unimpeachable  witnesses. 

The  occurrences  complained  of  took  place  on  the  10th  September,  and  the  formal 
complaint  of  the  parties  was,  on  the  2dd  of  that  month,  submitted  to  the  high  federal 
council,  who  immediately  communicated  with  the  authorities  of  Valais.  The  complaint^ 
therefore,  reached  these  authorities  while  the  occurrences  were  fresh  in  memory,  and 
before  they  had  ceased  to  be  a  subject  of  comment.  The  landlord  of  the  Hot4?I  Clerc 
had  already  given  voice  to  the  general  indignation  by  his  voluntary  urging  the  parties 
to  bring  their  iiyuries  before  the  proper  authorities,  in  order  to  suppress  the  scandalous 
and  outrageous  treatment  to  which  travelers  were  subjected  by  those  guideB.  The 
undersigned  foils  to  observe  in  the  record  that  any  of  the  "  people  of  nis  village," 
referred  to  by  the  first  witness  as  conversant  with  the  fact«,  or  that  the  landlord  of  the 
Hotel  Clerc,  or  an^^  of  the  witnesses  known  to  him  as  being  informed,  were  called 
upon  for  testimony,  though  the  prefect  says,  ^*  I  cannot  comprehend  why  the  master  of 
the  Hotel  Clerc  should  have  thrown  all  the  fault  upon  the  commissioner  of  raidea,^* 
Ac.  Certainly  the  prefect  had  power  to  ascertain  why  the  keeper  of  the  hotel  had  thos 
asserted,  and  it  is  equally  certain,  if  the  record  be  true,  that  be  did  not  exercise  that 
power.  Why  he  did  not  do  so  he  leaves  to  inference.  That  inference  cannot  be  other 
than  prejudicial  to  the  good  faith  of  the  investigation.  The  basis  of  this  difficulty,  and 
the  justification  for  all  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  guides,  appears  to  have  been  the 
alleged  order,  above  referred  to,  for  two  guides  for  Mr.  Brooks's  party,  instead  of  one,  aa 
he  asserts  he  commanded.  It  is  claimed  that,  under  and  by  virtue  of  that  order,  Mr. 
Brooks  was  either  bound  to  take  two  guides  to  Chamounix,  or  he  or  some  one  else 
should  pay  an  indemnity.  And  what  was  this  alleged  order  f  Simply  a  paper,  without 
siguature,  containing  neither  the  name  of  Mr.  Brooks  nor  other  person,  upon  which  "was 
written,  "  two  guides  and  three  horses ;"  a  pai)er  with  no  other  paternity  than  evidences 
that  it  issued  from  the  Hotel  Clerc.  By  whom  written  or  by  whom  uttered  was  un- 
known to  Mr.  Brooks,  though  evidently  known  to  the  guides.  Can  it  be  succesafuJly, 
or  even  seriously,  asserted  that  such  a  paper  committed  Mr.  Brooks  to  the  payment  of 
any  money,  when  he  promptly,  at  the  commencement  of  the  journey,  declared  that  he 
had  ordered  and  wanted  but  one  guide  f 

Admitting  that  such  paper  was,  in  the  usual  form,  employed  on  such  occasions,  the 
correctness  of  Mr.  Brooks's  declaration  that  he  had  ordered  but  one  ^uide  was  cle^irly 
and  promptly  admitted  when  the  order,  without  hesitation  or  question,  was  changed 
from  two  to  one.  It  is  not  claimed,  nor  even  pretended,  that  the  error,  if  error  there 
was,  was  committed  by  or  originated  with  Mr.  Brooks. 

In  a  community  consisting  of  hotel-keepers  and  their  employes,  guides,  muleteers, 
&c.,  dependent  for  support  mainly  upon  travelers,  collusions  on  the  part  of  such  for 
mutual  benefit,  at  the  expense  of  the  strangers,  it  will  be  admitted  are  liable  to  oconr, 
and  to  which,  most  frequently,  the  strangers  submit  rather  than  be  delayed  and  suffer 
more  serious  annoyances.  The  undersigned  does  not  charge  collusion  in  this  case,  but 
it  is  certain  that  the  indemnity  demanded  for  the  extra  guide  was  forced  from  the 
strangers,  and  in  amount,  he  is  still  constrained  to  believe,  equal  to  the  full  char^  for 
a  guide  and  a  horse  for  the  journey  from  Martigny  to  Chamounix,  notwithstanding  it 
was  not  only  made  clear,  but  admitted  at  the  time,  as  is  shown  by  the  record,  that  th© 
error  originated  with  the  author  of  that  order,  and  was  in  nowise  the  fault  of  Mr. 
Brooks.  The  undersigned  claims  that  thereafter  the  latter  should  have  been  allowed 
to  pursue  his  journey  unmolested. 

The  complaint  presented  was  of  a  grave  character;  it  narrated  a  series  of  most  tlis- 
creditable  acts,  following  each  other  in  logical  sequence,  and  eulminatui^  in  that  which 
endangered  not  only  the  limbs  but  the  life  of  one  of  the  party ;  and  this  narration,  so 
clearly  set  forth,  was  sustained  by  five  intelligent  and  responsible  parties,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  Mr.  Nisbet,  from  long  residence  and  travel  in  Europe,  was  familiar  both  witK 
the  language  and  habits  of  the  country.  In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  such  a 
complamt,  so  substantiated,  should  have  received  from  those  authorities  a  thorough  and 
searching  investigation ;  it  was  submitted  with  that  expectation,  and  in  the  hope  that 
the  punishment  awarded  to  the  guilty  parties  would  have  served  to  shield  his  coun- 
trymen, in  the  future,  from  like  oppression  and  indignities,  which  are  so  offensive  to 
the  rights  of  protection  guaranteed  l3y  treaty  stipulations,  and  so  violative  alike  of  j  no- 
tice and  the  laws  of  hospitality.    He  regrets  being  obliged  to  say  that,  judging  by  tlie 
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rfcori,  the  investigation  appears  to  him  to  have  been  partial  and  unsatisfactory.  He 
bai)  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  other  and  further  information  or  testimony  than  is 
shown  by  the  record  wwi  obtained  or  taken,  but  why  suppressed  is  left  to  conjecture. 
It  certainly  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  had  the  record  been  complete,  even 
had  the  additional  testimony  been  only  cumulative  or  against  the  complainants. 

In  thus  submitting  to  your  excellency  the  impressions  which  the  perusal  of  the  record 
made  upon  him,  the  undersigned  truats  that  ne  used  no  expression  that  may  be  con- 
strued as  reflecting  upon  ttie  action  m  the  high  federal  council.  Ue  owes  to  them,  and 
.  prays  your  excellency  to  accept,  his  thanks  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which,  at  his  re- 
qut^t,  the  authorities  of  the  Yalais  were  called  upon  for  explanation. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  and  the  high  federal 
conncil  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GEORGE  HARRINGTON. 

Hi*  Excellency  Dr.  I.  Dubs, 

rretident  of  the  Siciw  Confederation, 


The  High  Federal  Council  to  Mr,  Harrington. 

Berxe,  Jfajr  13, 186B. 
The  federal  council  thinks  proper  to  infoim  monsieur  the  resident  minister  of  the 
UDited  States  to  the  Swiss  Confederation,  that  it  has  communicated  the  original  and  the 
translation  of  the  note  which  Mr.  Harrington  has  addressed  it  on  the  2<l  instant,  con- 
cerning the  complaint  of  Mr.  Nisl>et  against  the  guides  Rouiller  and  Pierroz,  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  canton  of  Yalais,  inviting  it  to  communicate  this  reply  to  the  anthurl- 
ties  who  have  acted  in  this  matter,  leaving  it  to  the  care  of  taking  the  measures  which 
it  may  judge  proper. 

The  tederal  council  has  also  added  that  it  thinks  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  to  verify  how  far  the  having  omitt-ed  to  give  a  hearing  to  many  eye-witnesses 
niay  be  confirmed,  and  to  ascertain  the  motives  of  that  omission,  as  well  as  to  determine 
ujion  what  may  appear  necessary  under  the  circumstances. 

Finally,  the  federal  coimeil  has  stilted  to  the  government  of  Yalais  that  it  expects  a 
report  upon  the  measures  taken  and  their  results. 

The  federal  council  will,  then,  probably'  have  occasion  to  make  further  communica- 
tiuns  on  this  subject  to  monsieur  the  resident  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and,  meanwhile,  it  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Harrington  the  assurances  ef  ita  high 
consideration. 
In  the  name  of  the  federal  council,  the  president  of  the  Confederation, 

DUBS. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Confederation, 
SCHIEFS. 
Mr.  G.  Harrington, 

Minitter  Resident  of  the  United  Statm  of  America 

to  the  Confederation  of  the  Swiss,  Berne. 


The  High  Federal  Council  to  Mr.  Harrington. 

BkrnIs,  July  25,  1868. 
The  federal  council  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  authorities  of  the  canton 
of  Valais  the  note  of  .the  American  minister,  dated  2d  of  May  last,  relating  to  the  com- 
plaint of  Mr.  Nisbet  against  the  guides  Rouiller  and  Herroz,  with  the  order  for  a  new 
examination  of  the  facta  that  gave  rise  to  the  complaint,  taking  into  consideration  the 
olwervations  present^  by  the  plaintiff. 

This  having  l>een  done,  the  federal  council  now  sends  Mr.  George  Han*ingt4>n  a  copy 
of  the  rejKirt  dated  the  Slst  instant,  and  the  result  of  the  second  investigation,  conftrm- 
ins  the  first,  and  to  repeat  to  the  minister  resident  the  assurances  of  ver>'  high  con- 
siaeration. 

WELTI, 
Vice-President  for  the  Federal  Council. 
SCHIEFS, 
Chancellor  of  the  Confederation. 
Mr.  George  HARniNGTOX, 

United  States  Minister  Resident^  ^-c,  <J*c.,  <fc.,  Berne. 
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The  State  Council  of  the  Canton  of  Falau  to  the  Federal  Council 

[Translation.] 

Siox,  July  21,  186a 

Gentlet^ien:  According  to  your  order  of  the  13th  of  May,  1868,  we  have  caused  a 
second  investigation  of  Mr.  Nisbet's  complaint  against  the  guides,  Rouiller  and  Pierroz, 
from  Martigny,  as  presented  by  the  United  Stat^s^minister. 

This  second  inquiry  coniiiins  the  evidence  given  in  our  fir^t  report. 

On  starting,  the  travellers  wanted  to  send  hack  one  of  the  guides  engaged,  and  ke«p 
his  horse.  The  guide  claimed  compensation  for  loss  of  time.  This  being  refused,  he 
i)roi>osed  to  take  back  his  horse.  Thereupon  a  dispute  arose,  and  with  hard  wo«lg,  Mr. 
Nisl>et  struck  the  guide  with  his  cane,  who  in  a  rage  threatened  to  take  his  horse  away. 
At  this  moment  the  horse  and  rider  fell  in  a  ditch,  doing  no  harm. 

Both  parties  were  wrong  here.  If  the  traveler  had  paid  the  gtiide  what  was  due 
him,  and  had  not  struck  him,  the  consequences  would  not  have  been  serious.  Mr. 
Kisbet  did  not  ask  a  judicial  inquiry,  but  only  an  examination  before  a  magistrate,  as 
a  police  offense. 

We  accept  the  investigations  of  the  prefect  of  Martigny,  though  not  conducted  with 
due  formality. 

In  this  inquiry  the  prefect  got  a  report  from  Mr.  Clerc,  the  hotel-keeper,  Mr.  Nisliet's 
witness,  showing,  first,  that  it  is  not  customary  to  sign  orders  for  guides  and  mules; 
second,  that  Mr.  Brooks's  order  called  for  two  guides  and  three  mules ;  third,  that  the 
number  of  guides  was  reduced  to  one,  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  travelers,  who 
returned  to  Martigny  for  that  purpose:  fourth,  that  Mr.  Clerc,  on  hearing  of  the  dis- 
pute, told  one  of  the  travelers  he  could  send  the  guide  back  if  he  paid  him.  Mr. 
Nisbet  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  widow  Genx-Crosier,  one  of  the  witnesses.  Now, 
the  inquiry  shows  her  house  to  be  near  the  road — the  window  where  she  was,  only  one 
Aud  one-half  yards  from  the  ground,  and  four  and  one-half  yards  irom  the  dit<*h  in 
which  Mr.  Brooke^s  horse  fell ;  so  she  could  well  hear  everything  that  passed.  She 
beard  the  guide  say  he  was  satisfied  with  the  twelve  franco  paid  him ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  of  this,  for  Mr.  Nisbet  and  the  guide  both  confess  it.    ' 

Another  disinterested  witness,  the  guide  Alexander  Giroud,  gave  testimony  before 
the  prefect,  in  flavor  of  the  guldens. 

The  inquiry  also  shows  that  the  persons  present  (said  to  be  twenty  by  Mr.  Nisbet) 
came  up  after  the  horse  fell,  and  could  not  have  seen  what  passed  previously. 

In  view  of  this  inquiry,  the  state  council  cannot  alter  it«  decision  temiwrarily  sus- 
pending the  guide  Rouiller  from  the  exercise  of  his  profession. 

The  state  council,  learning  that  the  commissai^"  of  guides  acted  imprudently  in 
advising  the  guide  to  take  his  horse  back,  it  was  determined  to  reprimand  that  official. 
In  conclusion,  we  must  say  it  is  the  commissary's  duty  to  settle  disputes  with  guides, 
and  Mr.  Nisbet  ought  to  have  applied  to  that  official,  and  not  to  the  hotel-keeper,  to 
settle  his  dispute  with  the  guide. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signatures  of  the  councilmen  follow  hereunder.) 


Mr.  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  Council, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  August  3,  1868. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  communication  from  the  high  federal  council  of  the  25th  ultimo,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a* report  from  the  council  of  state  of  the  canton  of  the  Valais,  relative 
to  the  difficulty  that  occurred  in  September  last  on  the  route  ^'  FSte  Noire,^  betwtaen  a 
party  of  Americans  and  certain  guictes,  heretofore  under  consideration. 

In  thanking  the  high  federal  coimcil  for  their  action  in  the  premises,  the  undersigned 
can  only  reiterate  his  relets  that  a  portion  of  the  testimony  tending  to  the  opp«isite 
conclusions  of  those  originally  emitted  by  the  prefect  of  Martigny  should  continue  to 
be  suppressed,  the  undersized  having  been  assured  by  the  party  making  it  that  such 
testimony  was  submitteil  in  writing.  The  undersigned  observes  that,  m  addition  to 
the  judgment  of  the  prefect  of  Martigny,  the  council  of  state  has  pronounced  the  chief 
commissioner  also  to  have  been  guilty  of  impropriety,  and  subjected  him  to  reprimand. 
Slight  as  the  punishment  has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  for  such  grave 
ofi'ences,  he  is  not  without  hope  that  it  will  tend  to  restrain  the  unauthoriiea  and 
improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  official  guides,  of  which  there  has  been  heretofore 
so  frequent  occasions  for  complaint. 

The  luidersigneil  begs  to  renew  to  your  excellency,  and  the  high  federal  council,  the 
assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTOX. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  J.  Dubs, 

President  of  the  Stciss  Confederation,  Berne, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Harrington. 

Xo.  35.J  ^  Depabtment  of  State, 

August  19,  1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknow^dge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
22(1  of  July  last,  No.  61.  It  contains  a  sequel  of  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  John  Uiirlimann  of  Philadelphia,  a  minor  claimant  of  certain  moneys 
ill  the  hands  of  Oberentfelden,  Canton  Aargau,  as  the  proi)erty  of  his 
d^'ceavsed  mother.  Your  communication  to  the  federal  council  upon  that 
subject  wa«  discreet  and  proper.  The  decision  of  the  federal  council  was 
clearly  just,  and  furnishes  a  new  proof  of  .the  wisdom  as  well  as  of  the 
friendship  of  the  Swiss  government  for  the  United  States. 

The  successful  result  of  the  whole  proceeding  must  be  fesi)ecially  satis- 
factory to  the  claimant,  while  it  is  gratifying  in  a  national  view  to  the 
Uuiteil  States.  It  is  the  more  gratifying,  for  the  reason  that  the  solution 
has  been  reached  by  the  Swiss  government,  acting  independently  and 
without  any  unfairness  or  want  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

George  Harrington,  Esq.,  cfce.,  <fe?.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Xo.  68.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  September  3, 1868. 

Sib  :  Under  date  of  the  27th  of  July,  my  No.  62, 1  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  copies  of  a  correspondence  consequent  upon  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
Cliarles  l^elry  by  the  authorities  of  Basle. 

Since  that"  date  two  communications  have  been  exchanged  between 
this  legation  and  the  higli  federal  council,  occasioned  by  a  supplemen- 
tary reply  of  the  authorities  of  Basle  to  my  communication  to  the  federal 
conncil  of  the  27th  of  July. 

Of  this  correspondence  copies  will  be  found  herewith.  It  presents 
some  curious  points.  The  Basle  authorities  condemn  the  trustee,  Stehlin, 
aiul  have,  I  am  informed,  reprimanded  him.  While  they  claim  that  the 
alleged  early  transgressions  of  the  girl  (for  the  charges  appear  to  be  con- 
fined to  a  period  long  anterior  to  her  marriage  with  Berry;  of  which  they 
carefully  abstain  from  alleging  that  Berry  had  knowledge)  are  sufficieiit 
to  justify  their  acts  against  him.  Of  this,  however,  I  conceive  that  I 
have  nothing  to  do. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  in  settling  the  estate^  it  was  understood  that 
no  further  claim  for  damages  for  arrest  and  imprisonment  should  be 
preferred  by  Mr.  Berry,  nor  on  his  account  by  the  government  of  the 
Tnited  States.  U^>on  this  assurance  the  five  thousand  francs  advanced 
by  his  mother  will  be  considered  as  a  gift,  and  that  ainount  heretofore 
deducted  from  the  fortune,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  trustee,  will  be 
or  has  been  i)aid  over  to  him  or  his  agent. 

1  have  given  no  assurances  in  the  premises,  and  shall  await  advices 
from  the  department. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  our  position  has  been  fully  vindicated 
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SO  far  as  Berry  is  considered,  and  tbat*  hereafter  there  will  be  no  furthCT 
arrests  of  American  citizens  without  good  and  justifiable  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  ypnr  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HAKRINGT05. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Wa^hingt^m,  J).  C. 


7%€  High  Federal  Council  to  Mr.  ffarringion, 

[Traoaktioii.] 

Berne,  August  17-21, 1868. 
The  federal  conncil  has  hastened  to  eomnranicate  to  the  goyemmcnt  of  the  canton  of 
the  city  of  Bnsle  the  late  note  which  Mr.  Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  the  Swiss  confederation  addressed  it  on  the  27th  of  July  last,  concemiug 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Charles  Berrj-,  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  and  this  communication 
has  elicited  from  the  aforesaid  government  the  reply  which  the  federal  council  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  in  copy  to  Mr.  Harrington,  with  a  number  of  accompanying 
documents  in  support  thereof,  narked  A  and  B,  being  annexes  which  Mr.  Minister  Rad- 
dent  is  requested  to  return  after  haviugtakon  note  of  them. 

The  federal  council  believes  that  Mr.  Harrington  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  thinking 
that  this  affair  has  been  sufficiently  elucidated,  and  that  there  is  no  occasion  to  revert 
to  it,  Mr.  Berry  having  gone  through  the  formalities  prescribed  for  the  emigration  of  a 
Swiss  citizen  as  a  native  of  Basle,  and  having  in  fact  become  disconnected  from  the  ties 
which  bound  him  to  his  native  country.  • 

The  federal  council  embraces  this  new  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Minister  Resident  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  assurances  of  its  high  consideration. 
In  the  name  of  the  federal  council,  the  president  of  the  confederarion, 

DUBS. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  ConfederatioMf 
SCHIE8S. 
Mr.  George  Habrington, 

Minieter  Resident  of  the  United  Statee  of  Americaj  j-c.,  ^-c,  4^.,  Berne, 

(With  a  copy  and  two  annexes,  A  and  B.) 


The  Bourgermaster  and  Council  of  the  Canton  of  Basletille  to  the  High  Federal  Council. 

iTraiMlation.1 

Basle,  August  12, 1868. 

In  Pejjard  to  the  note  of  the  American  legation,  dated  July  *27,  and  transmitted  to  as 
the  3d  instant,  concerning  Charles  Berry,  we  have  the  honor  to  give  the  following 
explanations : 

First  of  all,  we  think  objectionable  the  declaration  of  the  American  legation  that 
**  the  otherwise  unsatisfactory  report  of  the  authorities  of  Basle  compeUefl  him  to  seek 
elsevchere  for  explanations,"  and  such  unofficial  information  ought  to  have  been  submit- 
ted with  the  other  documents,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  express  ourselves  more  clearly 
in  relation  thereto,  or  they  should  not  be  regarded  of  value  ^s  against  our  statement* 
of  the  facts.  In  this  case  it  is  of  the  more  importance,  because  it  has  been  unnecessarily 
exagj;erated,  and  in  fact  really  distracted. 

Bemg  obliged  to  repel  earnestly  all  the  charges  and  one-sided  criticisms  in  the  case, 
we  are  still  ready  to  show  our  willingness  to  give  to  the  egation  all  necessary  explana- 
tions in  the  matter. 

The  fact  that  the  high  federal  council  has  given,  on  the  main  point,  to  the  legation 
an  answer  in  accordance  with  our  law  and  our  views,  renders  unnecessary  a  more 
detailed  reply  to  that  voluminous  paper. 

Throughout  that  document  the  idea  is  kept  up  that  Berry,  as  an  American  citizen, 
has  entirely  and  long  ago  ceased  to  be  a  citizen  of  Basle,  and  that  therefore  the  American 
authorities' had  the  right,  and  it  was  their  duty,  to  protect  him  against  the  enactment« 
of  onr  canton.  However  strongly  this  supposition  is  asserted,  it  is  groundless  as  against 
existing  facts  and  our  laws. 

Berry,  who  was  discharged  from  his  citizenship  on  the  27th  June  last,  was  a  citizen 
of  Basle  until  that  day.    The  question  why  Berry  was  once  put  under  guardianship  has 
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no  hajdnew  bere;  it  is  sufficient  that  the  resisons  therefor  were  cogent  enough,  and  onr 
jnilieial  proceedings,  previous  to  the  withdrawal  of  civil  rights,  presented  every  desi- 
rable guarantee. 

The  trustee  had  to  deliver  annually  an  account  of  the  adrainistratiou  of  the  property, 
and  to  send  the  interest  of  it  to  his  minor,  &c. ;  in  short,  the  entire  condition  was  a  legal 
one,  and  recognized  as  such  by  all.  Beny  himself  never  doubtfd  this  a  moment  until 
he  commenced  to  make  bold  front  amiinst  his  trustee  with  his  American  citizensliix)  in 
order  to  get  his  property.    This  he  did  not  do  until  the  be^nning  of  the  last  year. 

By  article  thirteen  of  our  laws  in  relation  to  allegiance,  (inclosed  hereby,)  Berry  could 
be  discharged  therefrom  only  by  a  definite  resolution  of  the  council,  and  it  requii-ed 
the  consent  of  his  trustee. 

On  the  15th  of  June  last,  Berry  forwarded  from  Stuttgart  an  application  for  his  dis- 
charge of  allegiance ;  the  trustee  recommended  it ;  the  city  council  agree<l  to  it ;  and 
ve  gave  him  this  discharge  and  made  it  public.  The  concerning  documents  we  have 
annexes! ,  marked  A. 

By  all  this  it  is  clearly  shown  that  Mr.  Berry  was  till  then  a  citizen  of  Basle,  and  con- 
sidered himself  as  such. 

The  note  of  the  minister  resident  shows  a  very  grave  misapprehension  by  producing 
the  case  of  Ostermann  in  support  of  a  theory  which  we  do  not  wish  further  to  discuss, 
2s  the  federal  council  has  already  advised  the  legation.  By  the  sentence  of  the  court 
at  Oolmar,  Ostermann  was  declared  to  lie  a  citizen  of  Basle  and  to  be  no  longer  a  citizen  « 
of  France,  because  the  French  law  prescribes,  directly  contrary  to  our  law,  that  all 
p(>r8onB  who  become  citizens  of  foreign  countries,  lose  tticrebv  their  French  citizenship. 

If  Berry's  citizenship  of  Basle  is  fully  substantiated,  then  all  the  remarks  of  that  note 
about  the  measures  taiwen  to  take  care  of  Berry  fall  to  the  ground. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  legation  did  not  get  a  more  minute  insight  into  our  laws ; 
it  could  have  been  spared  all  these  jerroneous  judgiueuts  which  it  repeatedly  brings 
against  us. 

First  of  all  it  is  a  capital  error  to  speak  of  "  confinement  to  hard  labor,''  "  incarcera- 
tion in  a  states  prison,"  to  make  "  travail  forc^^*  out  of  administrative  decisions,  which, 
having  strict  regard  to  the  character  of  such  cases,  are  executed  or  inflicted  in  other 
places  than  the  i^ublic  penitentiaries.  For  example,  Mr.  Berry  would  have  been  brought 
doubtless  to  Mr.  Werner's  establishment  at  Reutlingen. 

Tlie  law  in  regard  to  the  situation  ^f  persons  in  houses  of  correction,  w^hich  we  append, 
alHO,  will  show  that  it  h;is  nothing  to  do  with  crimes,  and  all  that  is  said  about  the  non- 
existence of  such  in  this  ciise,  is  j^eedless.  And,  as  the  American  legation  goes  so  far  as 
to  n*present  Berry  as  a  man  upon  whom  no  blame  really  falls,  we  Hubmit  for  examina- 
tion the  report  of  the  trustee  marked  B.  This  shows  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berr>'  in  a  light  suf- 
ficient to  justifv  the  government  in  taking  care  of  him.  As  before  stated,  we  had  decided 
negatively  in  the  matter  before  the  communication  of  the  federal  department  of  justice 
and  police  had  reached  us  infonning  us  of  the  reclamation,  and  asking  for  explanations. 

Otherwise  it  api^ears  to  us  a  little  far  sought,  that  his  status  of  an  American  citizen 
is  so  partially  forced  upon  our  common  countrymen,  and  everything  disregarded  that 
keptnim  in  connection  with  his  original  and  never  given  up  home. 

We  must  repeat  here  that  at  the  time  of  the  ^preliminary  arrangements  nothing  was 
known  tv  us  about  his  American  citizenship.  If  this  had  been  known  to  us,  we  should, 
a«  stated  above,  have  had  the  right  to  treat  him  as  a  Balois,  but  it  is  possible  that  this 
fact  would  have  served  to  dismiss  the  matter. 

There  are  two  more  jioints  on  which  we  have  yet  to  express  ourselves.  The  first  point 
regards  the  way  and  manner  of  the  trustee  in  having  his  ward  come  here  to  Basle.  Wo 
atrree  so  little  with  it  that  we  must  dc^clare  the  insinuation  of  the  note  as  t^i  the  act 
baring  been  done  with  our  understanding,  as  incorrect. 

The  second  point  regards  the  protracted  imprisonment  of  Berry,  and  the  letter  to  the 
consul,  which  the  director  of  police  did  not  deliver  at  once. 

The  arrest  of  Berry  Avas  upon  the  whole  entirely  in  order.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
the  renuest  that  he  should  be  taken  care  of,  and  this  request  was  not,  as  stated  in  the 
note,  the  request  of  a  single  individual,  but  of  the  trustee  and  the  whole  family.  For 
example,  the  brother-in-law  of  Berry,  the  military  commissary  here,  Avas  there" in  per- 
w»M.  The  prisoner  declared  at  once  that  he  would  submit  to  the  indicted  custody,  (ho 
had  civil  detention,  two  rooms,  good  board,  the  X)ei*mission  to  smoke,  and  to  iironienade 
in  the  yard;)  he  recognized  the  right  of  the  Basle  government  to  dispose  of  hiin,  but 
decbired  that  if  informations  from  Stuttgart  should  be  accjuired  he  would  not  be  placed 
in  a  house  of  correction.  At  that  time  he  did  not  appeal  to  his  American  citizenship, 
ifoon  after  he  wrote  to  his  wife  :  the  letter  was  sent  at  once.  After  this  he  submitted 
a  letter  to  the  director  of  |Kdice  for  the  United  States  consul  here.  Tlie  director  of  jmlice 
replied  that  it  was  his  mission  to  treat  him  as  a  citizen  of  Basle,  with  the  view  to  an 
investigation  and  his  bein^;  taken  care  of,  and  he  could  not  admit  that  Berry  should  at 
once  involve  other  authorities  in  the  matter;  afterwards  would  be  time  for  this.  Since 
then  nothing  further  was  spoken  of  that  letter;  Berrj*  never  mentioned  it  agnin.  The 
director  of  police  had  so  little  intention  to  wrong  him  that  he  at  once  laid  the  letter 
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one  side  with  the  other  documents  and  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Confiol  Wolft  upon  his  first 
request. 

Notwithstanding  the  letter  was  repeated,  the  report  from  Stuttgart  did  not  arrive 
for  a  long  time,  because  Mra.  Berry  had  left  Stuttgart  in  order  to  make  reolamatiom*, 
or,  at  least,  had  sent  the  papers  away  for  that  purpose,  whereby  she  committed  the 
great  fault  of  setting  aside  the  authorities  of  Basle.  ^ 

We  hope  that  the  foregoing  may  serve  to  enli|(hten  the  American  legation  as  to  how 
much  this  Berry  and  his  affairs  might  be  taken  in  consideration  from  our  point  of  view, 
and  that  the  censures  made  do  not  appear  to  be  Justified. 
We  seize  this  occasion,  &c., 

The  Bourger master,  C.  T.  BURKHARDT, 
The  Secretary,  GOETTISHEIM,  Dr. 


Report  of  Mr,  Stehlin,  trustee  of  Mr.  Berry y  to  the  Bourgermaeter  and  Council  of  BasleriUe, 

[TranthitioD.] 

Basle,  April  20, 1868. 

The  humble  undersigned  feels  himself  under  the  sad  necepsity  to  ap}dy  to  your  honors 
to  have  his  ward  Charles  Berr>^  placed  in  the  house  of  correction  at  Kalshraiu. 

The  reasons  forcinjaj  me,  with  the  consent  of  the  mother  and  other  relations  of  my 
pupil,  to  apply  for  this  most  extreme  measure  have  their  foundation  partially  in  a  time 
past,  but  i»artially  and  specially  the  present.  Charles  Berry  showed  after  his  majority 
such  a  light  cliaracter,  such  an  inclination  to  extravagance,  and  so  little  desire  ami 
ability  for  any  sort  of  labor,  and  suffered  himself  to  be  deceived  and  taken  advantage 
of  by  so-called  friends  in  such  a  manner,  that  in  the  year  lf^i7  ai>plication  had  to  be 
made  to  declare  him  deprived  of  his  civil  rights,  and  the  application  wiis  granted  by 
the  court  of  wards  on  the  7th  January,  1858,  and  I  was  appointe<l  as  his  trustee.  The 
property  which  I  held  in  trust  then  aniounted  to  25,000  francs  and  is  the  siinie  yet. 

The  adventures  and  lot  of  my  ward  during  the  last  eleven  years  have  been  various. 
At  the  beginning,  the  director  of  a  college,  Mr.  Kettiger  in  Weltiugen,  attempted  his 
education,  but  in  vain.  Berry  then  entered,  the  military  service  of  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  and,  it  is  said,  behaved  himself  well.  Tire  events  of  ISC)0  forced  him  to  return 
home.  I  kept  him  occupied  at  first  in  my  own  office  with  copving.  Colonel  H.  Wie- 
land  employed  him  for  the  same  purpose,  but  he  unfortiuiatcly  could  not  hold  this 
I)osition  by  reason  of  culpable  offense.  Military  service  had  to  l>e  sought  for,  as  only 
such  continual  discipline  would  suit  a  character  like  his,  and  he  had  no  objpction 
thereto.  He  concluded  to  go  to  America  and  to  enter  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
During  the  civil  war  there  all  went  on  well,  but  as  soon  as  lV*rry  quitted  the  service 
and  was  thrown  on  the  pavement  of  New  York,  the  miserj'  recommenced  Wcause  he 
could  not  get  accustomed  to  any  orderly  civil  occupation.  In  the  fall  of  1H65  he  sur- 
prised his  mmily  with  the  news  that  he  had  marrie<l;  giving  the  name  of  his  wife  as 
*'  Bertha  ITlmer,"  and  speaking  of  her  in  the  most  tender  and  affectionate  terms.  At 
the  same  time  he  requested  the  delivery  of  his  property  or  a  part  thereof  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  a  so-called  caf6-saloon  in  New  York,  and  demanded  the  restf>ration  of 
his  civil  rights.  I  could  not  respond  to  his  wishes,  but  hts  mother  let  him  have  5,000 
francs  and  with  them  he  purchased  one  of  those  numerous  establishments  in  New 
York.  Not  long  after,  in  the  beginning  of  1867  he  tried  again  to  force  the  delivery  of 
his  proi)erty,  basing  his  claim  on  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen.  First,  a  notary 
received  a  i)ower  of  attorney  to  collect  the  money,  then  the  American  conj«nl.  1 
declared  to  both  of  them  that  I  would  not  deliver  the  property  and  titles  confided  to 
me  without  a  judicial  sentence  to  that  effect. 

In  tbe  meantime  my  ward  had  to  abandon  the  management  of  that  caf^-saloon  and 
was  deprived  of  all  honest  means  of  subsistence,  once  more  upon  the  streets,  his  pre- 
tended wife  w^th  him.  This  seemed  to  have  induced  her  to  come  to  Europe  in  order  to 
manage  personally  the  delivery  of  the  money.  She  made  her  appearance  in  Au^st, 
1867 ;  was  lodging,  being  in  bad  health,  for  several  weeks  in  a  hotel,  till  Madame  Berrj'- 
Bruderlin  resolved  to  take  her  to  her  house  at  Zurich.  The  original  intention,  to 
return  to  New  York,  was  j^iven  up  by  her,  when  she  saw  that  the  obtainment  of  her 
husband's  j)roperty  met  with  invincible  obstnictions.  It  was  therefore  resolved  that 
Berry  should  come  to  Europe  also. 

During  her  sojourn  here.  Bertha  Ulmer  presented  a  certificate  of  marriage  sij^nedby 
a  Rev.  Toelke  of  New  York,  and  dated  October  23,  1865,  according  to  which  her 
name  was  Bertha  Ulmer,  bom  on  the  29th  of  Jum»,  1843,  at  Ludwigsburg.  Beside  this, 
she  stated  that  her  father  had  been  adjutant  of  the  7th  regiment  of  infantry  of  Wnr- 
temlM*rg ;  that  her  parents  ha<l  died  and  that  she  hml  emigrated  with  her  uncle  to  the 
United  States  in  1851  and  had  lived  with  him  on  a  farm  in  Rockland  county,  State  of 
New  York,  until  she  became  acquainted  with  Charles  Berrj-.  • 
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The  reimbiiraement  of  debta  and  expenses  of  Berry,  with  which  the  firm  Meyer  & 
Leber  wan  charged,  offered  various  difficulties;  one  creditor, having  procured  a  writ  for 
the  arrest  of  his  in-rson,  and  carried  on  a  law-suit  against  hiui.  This  creditor  was  one 
Mr.  SjKjrry,  of  Zurich,  who,  hy  the  intervention  of  some  other  Zurichois,  transmitted  to 
th«*  family  of  Berr>'  a  number  <»f  documents  relative  to  that  law-suit.  These  were 
de{KKsitioii8  of  witnesses  and  of  a  most  injuring  character  for  Bertha  Uluier.  They 
stated  that  this  person  had  lived  in  New  York  as  a  public  courtesan  for  several  yeara 
ami  under  different  names,  viz :  "  Bertha  Freundlich,"  &c.,  that  she  wjus  married  to 
one  Peter  Weber,  who  is  lining  now  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  that  by  the  marriage 
with  Charles  Berr\'  she  committed  bigamy.  As  a  proof  of  this  latter  fact  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  of  marriage,  dated  May  14,  lf'C4,  was  annexed,  in  which  the.  jH'rson  was 
naniefl  Bertha  Frenudlich,  bom  on  the  29th  of  June,  1845,  at  Hamm,  district  Worms, 
Grand  Duchy  of  Hesseu. 

The  authority  and  validity  of  these  statements  seemed  to  me  to  be  questionable,  the 
much  more  as  Bertha  Ulmer,  whom  I  interrogat<*d  on  the  subject,  denied  everything,  and 
weakened  the  uiiport  of  these  statements  by  the  assertion  that  such  certificates  could 
he  Iwught  for  a  few  dollars,  if  such  a  man  aa  Sporrey  should  find  it  in  his  interest  to 
do  so. 

With  such  a  state  of  affairs,  I  dared  not  to  take  decisive  stops,  but  I  endeavored  to 
obtain  reliable  information  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  New  York,  in  which  the  honorable 
rity  clerk  assisted  me  with  obliging  readiness. 

the  first  result  at  Hamm,  district  Worms,  wxw,  that  no  ^^  Bertha  Freundlich  "  was 
ever  lM»m  there ;  that  this  name  w^as  entirely  unknown  !n  the  register  of  births  of  that 
community. 

A  twice  repeated  application  at  Ludwigsburg  had  also  a  negative  result.  A  "  Bertha 
rimer"  was  nowhere  to  be  found,  even  after  the  original  declarations  about  her  parents 
were  given. 

Ill  the  meantime  one  of  my  agents  in  New  York  succeeiled  in  getting  Berry  released 
fniui  prison,  paid  his  debts  and  trans|K)rted  him  to  Europe.  He  arrived  here  at  the  end 
of  November.  Before  this,  it  was  arrauj^ed  that  Bertha  Ulmer  should  (^et  in  person 
the  papers  from  Ludwigsburg,  ne<;essar>' for  her  admission  to  the  Biisle  citizenship,  and, 
as  *he  alluded  to  the  supjwrt  of  some  of  her  relations  there  and  of  a  patermd  friend, 
it  was  decided  to  liave  her  take  up  her  abiHle  there  first. 

With  this  intention  Charles  BeiTy  and  Bertha  irimer  left  Basle  on  the  9th  Decern lier,. 
Irti7.    The  next  letter  did  not  come  from  Ludwigsburg  but  from  Stuttgart,  and  it  was.  * 
themu  said  that  they  chose  rather  to  live  in  Stuttgart. 

The  transmisHion  of  the  required  papers  was  long  delayed ;  finally,  on  the  2<l  of  Feb* 
raan-  last,  they  arri ve<l  and  were,  viz : 

1.  A  certificate  of  birth  ; 

2.  A  certificate  of  marriage. 
These  pa]>erH  8«;t  f<irth : 

a.  Tliat  the  name  of  this  person  is  not  Bertha  bnt  Catherine  Illmer ; 
h.  That  she  was  not  Iwm  at  Ludwigsburg  bnt  at  Klein-Ingersheim ; 

c.  That  her  father  was  not  an  ac\|utant  of  a  Wurtembergian  regiment,  but  a  jieasant ; 

d.  That  the  name  of  her  mother  was  not  Bertha  Blankenhom,  but  Susanna  Johamtes 
Watker,  &c.,  &el 

IMvate  information  from  a  friend  of  Madame  Bt^rry-Bruderlin  proved  that  the  mother 
uf  Ik'rtha  I'hner  wjis  living  yet,  and,  in  truth,  in  very  poor  circnniHtances ;  that  B4»r- 
tba,  resjiectively  Catharine,  did  service  in  Stuttgart,  or,  more  clearly  said,  was  a  public 
ctmrtesau  of  the  lowest  sort ;  tliat  she  was  si»nt  by  her  communify  to  America  aUmt 
>«-ven  yt»ars  ago;  that  she  wanted  now  a  certificate  to  acknowledge  li<»r  as  a  natiTe  of 
lliat  town,  in  which  her  father  should  be  designated  as  an  "  officer."  She  declared  her 
ba-ibaud  to  be  a  Count  Charles  de  Berry,  a  direct  descendant  of  tJmt  ducal  family  do 
Berrj'  of  p>ance.  These  pai)er8  and  private  information  showed  that  Charles  Berry 
wah  the  victim  of  the  meanest  deceit.  However,  I  tried,  assiste<l  by  the  city  clerk,  to 
have  these  private  statements  officially  confinned.  The  magistrates  of -Klein-Ingers- 
heim and  Be#«i^heim  confirmed  in  all  the  main  points  that  which  tlie  friend  of  Madame 
Berr>'-Bruderhii  had  stated. 

hi  the  mean  time  the  statement  of  an  officer  of  the  detective  police  In  New  York  in 
r»'>:ard  to  her  history  there  had  been  received.  These  statements,  which  seem  to  me  to 
W  absolutely  tnistworthy,  confirm  not  only  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  in  that 
iaw-«uit,  but  state  a  number  of  facts  of  the  most  serious  kind  ;  esi>ecially  tln^y  set  aside 
all  doubts  about  the  marriage  Iwtween  Bertha  Ulmer  and  Peter  Weber. 

How  much  of  all  this  Berry  knows,  I  cannot  decide,  but  I  cannot  believe  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  these  facts.  And  I  also  believe  that  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  would  not  be  suffered  if  the  family  and  the  authorities  had  knowledge  thereof; 
and  for  the  termination  thereof  I  have  no  other  and  better  means  to  projMMM'  than  that 
of  placing  Mr.  Berry  tem}>orari1y  in  a  house  of  correction  wnth  compulsory  labor.  I 
shall  therefore  induce  him  to  come  here,  in  order  that  the  measures  prescribetl  by  law 
loay  be  taken,  and  especially  the  police  may  be  addressed  thereon. 

15  D  C— VOL.  n 
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By  such  provision  we  woiild  at  least  accomplish  the  separation  of  Berry  from  a  ca«t 
away  person,  who  hml  so  deceived  him  by  means  unknown  to  us,  not,  however,  by  her 
personal  gracefulness,  and  on  the  other  side  Beny  would  get  accustomed  to  work. 
Perhaps  he  will  make  up  his  mind  again  to  enter  military  service,  the  only  occupation 
for  which  he  is  qualified.  In  his  letter  from  Stuttgart  he  asserts  that  he  teaches  the 
English  language  and  that  he  has  several  pupils,  but  this  believe  wlio  may. 

Submitting  to  your  honor's  consideration  my  proposition,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
&c.,  &.C.,  &c. 

Dr.  KARL  STEHLIN. 


Mr.  Harrington  to  the  High  Federal  CoundL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  September  1, 1868. 
The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo,  covering  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  affair  of  Berry,  copies  of  which  will  be  transmitted  to  nis  gov- 
ernment. 

In  accordance  with  your  excellency's  request  certain  of  said  papers,  as  indicated,  are 
returned  herewith. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  high  federal  council  the  assor- 
auces  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 
His  Excellency  Dr.  J.  Dubs, 

Premdent  of  the  Stciss  Confederation. 


Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  72.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berney  October  10, 1868. 

Sir:  Switzerland  has  recently  been  subjected  to  what  may  justly  be 
termed  a  national  calamity.  Aft^r  an  exceptionally  dry  and  agreeable 
season  the  country  has  been  visited  by  an  heretofore  luiequalled  rain- 
fall, and  much  of  the  cantons  of  Orisons,  Tessin,  the  Valais,  Glaris,  and 
St.  Gall,  and  Uri,  have  in  consequence  thereof  been  literally  debated 
by  inundations.  Tlie  mountain  rivulets  and  cascades  suddenly  swelled 
to  torrents,  swept  villages,  hamlets,  cattle,  woods,  bridges,  dikes,  earth, 
and  stone,  as  debris  upon  the  fields  below,  which  are  thus  rendered  for- 
ever hopeless  wastes. 

The  appeal  of  the  authorities  of  the  canton  of  Tessin  to  their  more 
fortunate  fellow-countrymen  officially  sets  forth  the  effects  of  the  storm, 
and  this  description  may  be  taken  as  applicable  in  a  greater  or  less  extent 
to  the  other  cantons  named : 

In  the  night  of  the  27-28th  September  our  canton  was  struck  by  a  frightful  catas- 
trophe. A  volume  of  wat^r  precipitated  it«elf  as  a  deluge  into  the  vaUeys  of  Blenio, 
of  the  Levantine,  the  Rivieva,  the  Veuasco,  and  the  Maggia.  This  scourge  was  accom- 
panied by  the  destruction  of  buildings,  and  by  the  faU  of  trees,  bv  earth  and  rook  slides, 
in  such  manner  as  if  aU  the  element-s  had  combined  t4>  rival  each  other  in  the  work  of 
devastation.  All  the  beautiful  country  that  extends  from  jSiomico  and  Olivone  to 
Biasca,  unrecognizable  to  day,  is  nothing  but  a  mass  of  debris.  Roads,  brid^^ee,  and 
dikes,  are  destroyed;  houses,  mills,  and  stables,  have  been  swept  away;  the  rich 
forests,  the  fertile  fields,  and  vineyards,  but  yesterday  flourishing,  nave  disappeared ; 
cattle  have  perished  by  thousands,  and  that  which  adds  to  the  consternation  is  the 
loss  of  more  than  fifty  persons ;  some  8uri)ri8ed  in  their  sleep,  and  others  the  victims  of 
their  devotion  while  attempting  to  rescue  and  assist  the  drowning ;  fathers  and  mothers 
of  families  have  been  crushed  under  their  falling  houses  and  their  bodies  swept  off  by 
the  rushing  waters. 

The  disaster  surpasses  all  that  imagination  can  picture.  Thousands  of  families 
have  been  stnick  by  the  calamity,  and  too  many  of  them  have  been  reduc-ed  to  the  last 
extremity,  without  roof,  without  clothes,  without  bread,  and  several  dejirived  of  their 
fathers. 
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The  lo«»s,  which  for  the  moment  cannot  be  stated,  will  rise  to  millions.       *     * 

The  anthorities,  the  societies  and  the  citizens  of  this  canton,  reserved  by  Heaven 
for  «o  cruel  an  exiierience,  are  occupying  themselves  in  providinj^  for  the  immediate 
wftnts  of  the  victims;  but  all  our  forces  will  not  suflftce  for  this  immense  bunh*u. 
To  you  we  address  the  appeal,  which,  in  this  supreme  necessity,  is  an  utterance  of  the 
heart  rather  than  the  thoufi^hts.  We  ask  of  our  bn^thers,  with  confidence,  not  t^ 
abandon  us  to  these  blows  of  dtjstiny,  and  that  they  share  with  us  the  cross  of  adversity. 
All  species  of  succor  will  be  accepted  by  us  with  thankful  hearts,  and  the  cantxmal 
anthoritieA  will  take  care  that  the  most  suffering  shall  be  the  first  to  receive  the  ben- 
ffiU  of  your  charitiea. 

To  the  Swiss  people,  *         *         *         so  bleased  by  God,  the  desolate  of  the  val- 

ley of  the  Tessin  address  their  appeals  and  their  prayers. 

LctiANA,  Oeiober  1,  ^c,  ^c,  j'c 

Subsequent  information  proves  that  this  sad  picture  is  not  overwrought. 

The  governments,  both  federal  and  local,  as  also  the  people,  are 
promptly  and  generally  responding  to  the  appeals  of  which  this  is  but 
one.  The  President  of  the  confederation,  at  the  instance  of  the  .federal 
coimcil,  at  once  repaired  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster.  The  military  engi- 
neers were  immediately  dispatched  to  superintend  and  direct  the  restor- 
ation and  rebuilding  of  the  highways,  bridges,  and  dikes,  in  order  to 
restore  communications  altogether  suspended.  Citizen  committees  have 
been  organized  in  the  remaining  cantons  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  each 
house  for  assistance,  and  every  x)ossible  means  is  put  in  requisition  to 
relieve  the  sufferers  and  repair  the  otherwise  heavy  public  damages. 
The  disaster,  however,  ha«  been  so  extended,  and  the  number  of  people 
left  at  the  threshold  of  winter,  without  shelter,  clothes,  and  bread,  has 
been  too  large  to  be  more  than  scantily  and  partially  repaired  and 
relieved  by  the  local  contributions,  however  generous  they  may  be. 

I  am  not  aware  that  appeals  will  be  made  to  the  Swiss,  or  others,  resi- 
dent abroad.  Should  such  be  addressed  to  the  resident  Swiss  of  the 
Tnitecl  States,  I  beg  to  state  thus  briefly,  but  officially,  that  no  human 
foresight  could  have  evaded  this  blow,  and  that  this  cry  of  distress  appeals 
with  equal  force  to  the  benevolent  of  our  coimtrymen  of  whatever  origin 
or  nationality  they  may  be. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washin^on^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Harrington, 

No.  40.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington  Xovember  12,  1868. 
Your  dispatch  of  the  19th  of  October,  No.  73,  was  d^ly  received, 
together  with  its  accompaniment,  which  is  a  copy  of  an  appeal  of  the 
bigh  federal  council  of  Switzerland  to  their  compatriots,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  on  the  occasion  of  the  dreadful  inundations  which  have 
desolated  large  and  fertile  districts  of  Switzerland.  You  will  assure  the 
President  of  the  republic  that  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  are  moved  by  profound  sympathy  for  the  people  of  Switzerland 
in  this  great  calamity.  I  have  taken  pains  to  give  due  publicity  to  the^ 
api)eal. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
George  Harrington,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  rf?c.,  &€. 
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Mr.  Asboth  to  Mr.  Seward. 

]S"o.  48.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSj  October  19,  1867. 

Sm :  I  had  the  consoling  gratification  to  receive  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember ultimo  your  dispatch  of  May  27th,  No.  36,  in  which  you  are 
pleaded  to  honor  me  with  a  general  approval  of  all  the  action  taken  by 
me  in  the  offer  of  mediation  for  the  termination  of  the  Paraguayan  war, 
and  esi>eciaily  of  my  note  addressed  on  the  10th  of  April  to  Senor  de 
Elizalde,  then  minister  of  foreign  affairs  here,  renewing  the  offer  of 
mediation,  with  a  re(|uest  for  its  reconsideration.  This  approval  I  view 
as  an  ailditional  proof  of  the  kind  forbearance  with  which  my  govern- 
ment Judges  my  humble  efforts  to  follow  up  the  humane  spiiit  of  it« 
instructions,  and  I  beg  leave  to  offer  herewith  to  you,  sir,  and  through 
you  to  the  Preshlent  of  the  United  States,  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

With  the  same  mail  1  had  also  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  No. 
39,  dated  July  11th,  wherein  reference  is  made  to  a  copy  of  a  commuiiica- 
tion  which  was  addressed  to  your  department  on  the  9th  of  the  same 
month,  by  Mr.  B.  Mitre  y  Yedia,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Argentine  Eepub- 
lic  near  the  United  States  government,  with  special  instructions  for  me 
to  treat  upon  the  subject  presented  by  Mr.  Mitre  y  Vedia  here  in 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  put  into  the  hands  of  Seiior  de  Elizalde  a  copy 
of  your  above  alluded  to  dispatch  No.  36,  with  the  information  that  the 
said  dispatch  furnishes  what  you  trust  will  be  sufficient  explanation  of 
the  \iew  of  the  President  concerning  the  matter  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  United  States  government  by  Mr.  Mitre  y  Vedia. 

The  copy  of  the  note  on  which  you  instruct  me  to  act  not  having  l>een 
inclosed  with  your  dispatch  No.  39, 1  was  obliged  to  postpone  my  action 
in  the  matter  until  the  receipt  of  the  missing  document.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  1  had  succeeded  in  securing  an  official  copy  of  it,  through  the 
good  offices  of  Sehor  Dr.  Don  Marcelino  Ugarte,  who  has  relieved  Senor 
de  Elizalde  as  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  had  thus  ascertained  the 
nature  of  Mr.  Mitre  y  Vedia's  note  in  question,  which  was  nothing  less 
than  an  official  complaint  against  certiiin  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
American  agents  in  the  river  Plate  with  regard  to  the  offer  made  by  the 
United  St^ites  to  mediate  for  the  termination  of  the  war  waging  between 
the  allies  and  Paraguay,  I  hastened,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  39,  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Argen- 
tine government  in  an  official  note  in  the  following  terms: 

No.  23.]  Legation  of  the  Ujoted  States  op  America, 

Jiu€no9  AyreSy  October  22,  18^. 
Sir  :  1  beg  leave  t-o  inform  your  exceUency  that  I  have  received  from  my  govern- 
ment a  communication  which  wa«  addressed  to  the  State  Department  at  Washington 
on  the  9th  July  ultimo,  by  Mr.  B.  Mitre  y  Vedia,  charg^  d'aifaires  of  the  Argentine  Repub- 
lic near  the  government  of  the  United  Stat^^  of  America.  Introductory  to  this  note, 
Mr.  B.  Mitre  y  Vedia  says  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  lately  received,  he 
intends  to  give  in  it  some  explanation  relative  to  the  conduct  observed  by  the  Argen- 
tine government  on  the  mediation  offered  by  the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Para- 
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guay,  and  at  the  same  time  to  call  the  attention  of  the  State  Deportment  to  certain 
pTweeedincs  on  the  part  of  the  America,n  agent-R  in  the  river  Plate,  which  not  only  devi- 
ate from  the  nsaj^  and  practices  that  regulate  diplonmcy,  but  which  also  compromise 
ilie  impartial  spirit  which  it  was  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  his  excellency  the  Pres- 
idrtit  of  the  United  States  to  give  to  the  proffered  mediation. 

Well  aware  stf  the  fact  that  your  excellency  is  in  possession  of  a  cox>y  of  Mr.  B. 
Mitre  y  Vedia's  not-e  in  qtteMion,  I  deem  it  superfluous  to  give  here  its  full  contents,  but 
will  refer  only  to  that  portion  of  it  which  complains  of  the  steps  taken  officially  by  me. 
as  represntative  of  the  United  States  near  the  Argentine  government,  in  the  offer  of 
mnliation.    That  iwrtion  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"The  Argentine  government,  after  ccmsulting  together  on  the  subject  of  the  media- 
tion initiated  on  the  4th  Januarj'  ultimo  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  at  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Jifter  discussing  the  matter 
with  its  allies,  communicate^l  to  Mr.  A.  Asboth,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  together  w^ith  its  expressions  of  gratitude,  its  regret  at  being  obliged, 
by  powerful  motives,  to  decline  the  good  offices  of  his  government. 

"Bat  Mr.  Ajsl>oth,  perhaps  animated  by  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  hopes  of  his  own 
government  fhliilled,  and  thinking  that  the  declaration  of  the  Argentine  government 
wa8  not  sufficient  to  conclude  the  question,  renewed  his  offer  in  a  note  dated  the  10th 
of  ApriL 

"This  step,  under  diff(»rent  circumstances,  might  have  appeared  as  a  laudable  excess 
of  zeal  to  see  the  termination  of  a  strife  which  has  already  cost  so  many  and  such  pain- 
ful (Sacrifices ;  but  it  has  been  taken  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  that  my  government 
bax  thought  it  its  duty  not  to  let  it  ]ia«8  unnoticed. 

"The  American  miuisti^r,  in  the  dispatch  alluded  to,  doe^not  limit  himself,  as  was  to 
have  been  hoped,  to  insisting  on  the  acceptance  of  his  government's  good  offices  and  to 
nuking  evident  the  advantages  of  peace,  but  has  thought  it  proper  to  enter  into  appre- 
ciations with  regard  to  the  war,  to  home  politics,  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  and  of 
the  finances  of  the  country,  which  he  ought  to  have  supposed  had  been  duly  studied 
and  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Argentine  government. 

*'The  Argentine  government  thinks  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  did  not 
require,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  noble  desire,  to  review  the  situation  of  the  country, 
painting  it  in  such  dark  colors  as  he  does  in  the  above-mentioned  note.  Were  so 
unnsnala  proceeding  to  be  passed  over  in  silence,  it  would  imply  that  Mr.  Asboth,  not- 
witlistanding  his  very  short  residence  in  this  countrj-,  was  a  better  judge  of  its  condi- 
tion and  necessities  than  the  government  elected  by  the  peojde,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to 
be  cognizant  of  that  very  condition  and  provide  for  those  very  necessities. 

**  Even  admitting  that  the  Argentine  government  was  in  the  wrong,  it  surely  would 
not  belong  to  the  (Yiplomatic  agent  of  a  foreign  nation  to  call  its  attention  to  the  fact ; 
the  most  anient  desire  to  promote  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  country  near  whose 
government  he  might  be  accreditwl  would  not  justify  such  a  proceeding." 

Further  on  Mr.  Mitre  y  Vedia  continues: 

"  Tlie  Argentine  government,  while  desiring  me  to  submit  these  remarks  to  your  ex- 
cellency's enlightened  consideration,  does  not  for  an  instant  doubt  that  they  will  be 
received  as  a  proof  of  its  ardent  dt^sire  to  preserve  nualtere«l  the  close  bonds  of  friendship 
and  Mvmpathy  which  unite  it  with  the  government  of  the  United  States. ,  It  therefore 
confidently  hope^  that  the  United  States  government,  which  has  given  such  signal 
proofs  of  the  interest  by  which  it  is  animated  in  not  permitting  that  its  agents  should 
jco  beyond  their  assigncjd  sphere  of  duty,  will  be  able  to  give  full  credit  to  the  justice 
of  these  remarks." 

Such  are  the  complaints,  relative  to  my  humble  self,  coutainedin  Mr.  Mitre  y  Ve<lia'8 
mnninnication,  laid  before  my  government  pursuant  to  instructions  received  from 
St'fior  «le  Elizalde,  your  excellency's  distinguished  predi^cessor  in  office ;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  StAte  instnicts  me,  in  his  before-mentioned  dispatch,  that,  in  reply,  he  advised 
Mr.  Mitre  y  Vedia  *Hhat  the  sulgect  which  he  had  premmted  could  be  treated  of  more 
profitably  in  Buenos  Ayres  than  in  Washington,  and  that  instructions  would  be  given 
to  me  for  that  purpose." 

Aceordingly,  I  was  authorized  and  directed  to  put  into  the  hands  of  Seflor  de  Elizalde, 
then  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  disjiatch,  marked  No.  36,  previounly 
aiIdreH.sed  to  me  from  the  State  Department  at  Wjishington,  and  to  inform  him,  at  the 
sime  time,  "  that  the  said  dispatch  No.  36  furnishes  what  the  Secretary  of  State  trusts 
Mill  be  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  Presi«lent  concerning  the  matter 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  State  Department  by  Mr.  Mitre  y  Ve<lia." 

I  am  forther  inatnicted  by  my  chief,  the  honorable  Secretary 'of  State,  to  sjiy  to  Jlr. 
Elizalde  "that  it  is  difficult  to  conduct  a  corresj>ondence  of  mediation  between  belli- 
gerents without  inadvertently  giving  offense  to  one  or  other  of  the  parties,  and  that, 
cousidering  that  every  c^re  has  been  taken  by  the  United  States  government  to  avoid 
niiwpprehension,  the  Secretary  of  Stat^^begsto  be  excused  from  entering  unnecessarily 
into  collateral  discussion." 

In  ol>edience  to  these  instructions,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  append  a  full  copy  'of  the 
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diHpat^li  No,  36,  with  which  I  was  honored  hy  my  government  in  reference  to  the  note 
adtlreHsed  by  me  on  the  10th  April  ultimo,  umler  No.  20,  to  Sefior  de  Ellzakle,  request- 
ing tlie  reconsideration  by  the  Argentine  goveniment  of  the  mediation  offereil  bv  the 
IJuitetl  States  of  America  to  the  contending  parties  for  the  termination  of  the  Para- 
guayan war  and  the  restoration  of  peace  in  the  countries  washed  by  the  riyer  Plate  and 
itH  tributai'ies,  viz : 

No.  36.]  "  Department  of  State,  Washinfftotij  May  27,  1867. 

**  Sir  :  Your  dispatches  of  April  10,  No.  20,  and  of  April  12,  No.  21,  have  been  duly  re- 
ceived and  submitted  to  the  President,  together  with  the  important  documents  accom- 
punying  the  same.  From  these  papers  the  President  has  learned  with  profound  regret 
that  the  Argentine  Republic  disallows  tlie  propositions  made  by  the  United  States  to 
the  several  oelligerent*  for  the  termination  of  hostilities  and  the  restoration  of  peace 
in  the  v«lley  of  the  Parana  and  its  tributaries.  I  have  carefully  read  the  note  which 
you  addressed  to  Mr.  Elizalde,  on  receiving  his  announcement  of  the  decision  of  his 
^ovenmient.  What  you  have  written  in  that  note  is  very  discreetly  expressed,  and  is 
in  entire  harmony  with  the  views  of  this  government,  since  its  proceedings  have  been 
inspired  by  a  sincere  friendship  to  all  the  South  American  states,  and  an  earnest  solici- 
tutfe  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  on  the  American  continent.  Your  note 
is  therefore  approved. 

**  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  proper  to  remind  you  that  earnestness  for  the  restora- 
tion of  i>eace  is  not  to  l>e  carried  to  the  extent  of  invading  the  sovereignty  or  the  dig- 
nity of  the  belligerents.  Wliether  they  would  accept  our  well-intentioned  and  friendly 
gcMxl  offices  was  left  to  their  own  intelligent  free  choice.  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  President's  purpose  than  an  idea  of  imposing  any  constraint  or  bringing  any  mate- 
rial pressure  to  bear  upon  that  choice. 

**  Under  these  circumst4inces  you  wiU  not  be  expected  to  press  with  undue  importu- 
nity, at  the  present  time,  theWnder  of  the  good  onices  of  this  government  to  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  or  to  that  of  Uruguay.  Retaining  the  same  attitude,  however,  you  will 
wait  further  instnictions,  unless  some  new  and  unforeseen  coiyuncture  shall  seem  to 
remler  it  likely  that  our  good  offices  will  then  have  become  more  acceptable. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  WILLUM  H.  SE WARa 

"  Alexander  Asbotii,  Esq.,  ^c,  tf-c,  ^-c."  ^ 

Having  thus  fulfilled  the  onlers  of  my  government,  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  vonr 
excellency  my  deep  regret  tbat  your  distinguished  pre<leces8or  in  office  should  have 
thought  it  proper  to  complain  to  my  j^overnment  resiiecting  a  note  of  mine,  which  was 
dictated  by  the  most  sincere  sympathies  and  l>est  wishes  for  the  vital  interests  of  the 
Argentine  Republic,  and  in  reference  to  which  the  above  dispatch  of  my  chief,  the  hon- 
orable Secretur^^  of  Stat-e,  says  that  all  that  I  have  written  in  it  is  very  discreetly  ex- 
pressed, and  is  m  entire  harmony  with  the  views  of  my  government,  since  it«  proceed- 
mgs  have  been  inspired  by  a  sincere  friendship  towards  all  the  South  American  states, 
and  an  earnest  solicitude  tor  the  restoration  of.  peace  6n  the  American  continent.  Your 
excellency  wHl  appreciate  the  consoling  gratification  which  I  derived  fix>m  so  emphatic 
an  approval  by  my  government  of  all  my  action  in  the  offer  of  mediation,  and  especially 
of  my  note  complained  of  by  Sefior  de  Elizalde,  the  more  so  as  the  progress  of  event* 
subsequent  to  my  said  note  has  fully  demonstrated  that  all  to  which  I  therein  alluded 
and  referred  relative  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Argentine  Republic  was  the  true 
rcrtection  of  thesml  reality. 

In  the  confident  belief  imd  tnist  that,  while  your  excellency  continues  to  preside  over 
the  foreign  affairs  of  the  Argentine  confederation,  the  representatives  of  a  si8t<»r  repub- 
lic, the  Ignited  States  of  America,  wUl  be  spared  similar  misapprehensions,  I  seijse  the 
opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with 
which  I  have.the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant,  • 

A.ASBOTH. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  Don  Marcelino  Uoarte, 

Miniifier  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

It  was  my  endeavor  to  bring  this  lengthy  note  in  accord  with  the  in- 
structions received  from  your  department  on  the  subject,  and  I  beg 
le.qve  to  assure  you,  in  conclusion,  of  my  most  grateful  appreciation  of 
tiie  generous  manner  in  which  you  were  pleased  fidly  to  vindicate  before 
the  Argentine  government  my  official  action  in  the  mediation  question, 
assailed  in  Mr.  Alitre  y  Vedia's  note  addressed  to  your  department  on 
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the  9th  July  ultimo,  pursuant  to  instructions  receiv^ed  from  Sefior  de 
Elizalde. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A8BOTH. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Ashoth  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  49.]  Legation  qp  the  United  States, 

Buenos  Ayres,  November  10, 1867. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  report  No.  47,  dated  14th  October  last,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  French  war  steamer  Decid^e 
returned  on  the  4th  instant  from  Paraguay,  with  Mr.  Laurent  Cochelet, 
late  French  consul  at  Asuncion.  Mr.  Cochelet  brought  me  two  dis- 
patches from  our  minister  at  Paraguay,  addressed  to  your  department, 

which  I  beg  to  forward  herewith. 

•  #••  •  •••• 

At  the  seat  of  war  there  prevailed,  during  the  last  fortnight,  unusual 
activity.  The  several  battles  fought  were  of  the  most  sanguinary  nature, 
indicating,  evidently,  an  increased  hatred  and  revenge,  leading  to  mutual 
extermination,  which,  if  persisted  in,  must  necessarily  soon  result;  on 
the  part  of  Paraguay,  in  those  unmistakable  signs  of  final  exhaustion 
which  become,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  the  fate  of  the  weaker 
part 

The  Standard  of  to-day,  in  its  review  for  Europe,  gives,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  an  impartially  correct  statement  of  these  military  events 
in  Paraguay,  as  well  as  of  the  advices  received  from  the  disturbed  inte- 
rior Argentine  provinces,  which  I  beg  to  submit  here  in  the  following 
extracts,  viz: 

REVIEW  FOR  EUROPE. 

The  military  eveiitft  of  the  fortnif^ht  are  of  a  mo8t  Btirring  nature.  Soareral  sanguin- 
ary Itattles  have  been  fought ;  the  allies  have  ailvancecl  and  are  Htill  wlvancing.  The 
lines  around  Huniaita  are  being  slowly  but  steailily  tightened,  and  the  cause  of  Lopez 
each  day  becomes  more  desperate.  TJie  full  details  of  all  these  eugageuieuts  will  be 
found  in  another  column.  The  losses  on  both  sides  have  been  severe,  but  the  allies  have 
not  only  iuvariably  held  their  ground,  but  have,  after  each  encounter,  advanced  still 
fiirther  into  the  enemy's  country.  We  await  advices  per  next  steamer  of  a  powerful 
division  at  present  traversing  the  enemy's  country,  rossibly  ere  this  the  important 
town  of  Villa  Rica,  and  even  the  capital  itself,  Asuncion,  have  been  occupied  by  the 
ailieM.  As  it  is  known  that  all  the  male  population  of  the  unfortunate  country  is  centred 
in  Humaita  and  in  the  interior,  the  allies  will  have  nothing  to  contend  with  save  the 
natural  character  of  the  c-ountry.  The  occupation  of  Asunciim  will,  dotibtless,  have  a 
great  moral  effect  on  the  Paraguayan  people,  and,  unless  Lopez  is  much  stronger  than 
is  generally  supposed,  wiU  lead,  t-o  a  prompt  conclusion  of  this  prolonged  campaign.  The 
hwt  fight  at  Tuy  uti  was  probably  the  most  sanguinary  since  the  war  began.  The  Para- 
guayans fell  niion  Porto  Alegre's  encampment  without  the  slightest  warning.  The 
TOrjmwj  could  hardly  be  more  complete,  and  had  the  Paragiuiyan  connnander  been  able 
to  restrain  his  men,  the  Brazilian  position  must  have  been  inevitably  lost ;  but  the  Par- 
aguayans getting  into  the  rear  obtained  possession  of  all  the  sutler's  stores,  army  con- 
tractor's deposits,  and  the  pillage  was  fearful.  Porto  Alegre,  the  Brazilian  cmnmander, 
who  ha<l  been  beaten  back  in  the  morning,  with  the  eye  of  an  experienced  officer  saw 
that  the  moment  had  arrived  when  he  might  strike  the  decisive  blow  and  regain  the 
day,  and  General  Paranhos  having  come  up  with  some  reinforcements,  they  charged 
the  enemy,  who,  completely  disorganized  by  the  pillage  and  plunder  goin^  on  in  the 
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tente,  coiild  offer  but  a  fiiint  resistance.  Paragnayaus  were  cut  down  in  the  very  t«nt« 
which  thoy  hml  captured,  and  the  day  gained  by  the  lieroic  Porto  Ah»gre.  Since  this 
terrible  fight  we  liave  received  no  new  advices  from  Paraguay.  Marshall  Caxia«  hao 
at  last  outflanked  Humaita,  and  by  holdinjjy  Tayi,  a  commanding  position  on  the  river 
Tayi,  cut  off  Lopez  ftx)m  Asuncion  and  the  interior  of  Paragliay.  On  the  sanif  day  that 
the  teiTihle  battio  at  Tuyuti  took  xdace,  another  sanguinary  engagement  occurred.  The 
Paraguayans,  landing  from  three  steamers,  atterai)ted  to  take  the  plac«  by  storm,  but 
they  were  repulsed  with  ^eat  loss  and  the  steamers  sunk. 

Such  constant  fighting  indicates  that  at  last  the  campaign  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
from  the  xmsition  of  the  belligerents  we  feel  justified  in  assuring  our  foreign  readers 
that  there  is  every  probability  peace  will  be  restored  in  the  Plate  about  the  commence- 
ment of  tlie  new  year. 

Our  advices  from  the  Argentine  provinces  are  a  little  more  favorable ;  the  rebels  in 
Salta  have  been  again  defeated,  and  their  leader  is  said  to  be  prisoner.  The  mooted 
invasion  from  Chili  has  proved  destitute  of  the  slightest  authenticity,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  on  the  conclusion  of  the  Paraguayan  war  the  provinces  will  ac<|uire  a  more 
favorable  aspect.  Santa  F6  is  ))robably'tho  only  one  or  the  provinces  which  show* 
signs  of  progress  and  vitality.  Hosario  is  fast  becoming  the  great  centre  of  Argentine 
trade.  The  streets  arc  being  well  paved,  and  will  shortly  be  lighted  with  gas,  the  agent 
of  the  new  company  being  at  i)resent  in  England  purchasing  the  pipes  and  other  mate- 
rial. A  new  line  of  railway  is  projected  and  being  surveyed  from  Rosario  t<>  the  Esper- 
anza  colony.  This  road  will  be  private  property,  ])uilt  by  Sr.  Cabal.  Several  inijiortant 
sales  of  real  estate  have  been  made  during  the"^  month,  but  mostly  city  property.  The 
speculation  in  building  site*  has  considerably  fallen  off  of  lat-e  since  the  generaf  impres- 
sion is  that  Rosario  will  not  be  the  future  capital  of  the  republic,  and  should  Dr.  Adolfo 
Alsina,  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  be  elected  president,  which  is  every  way  probable, 
Buenos  Ayres  will,  doubtless,  remain  the  capital  of  the  republic.  The  provisional 
chambers  were  formally  closed  last  week,  the  legal  period  of  the  sessi<m  ha\iiig  ela])s«*<i, 
but  the  governor  has  reassembled  the  legislators  to  dispatch  some  railway  and  other 
schemes  of  much  importance. 

4  THE  WAR  IN  THE  NORTH-HSINBAD'S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LATE  BATTLE. 

CORRIKNTES,  XoremhcT  5. 
Gkntlemen  :  I  left  Itapiru  on  the  Ist  instant,  in  order  to  be  in  time  for  the  mail.  On 
the  39th  a  formal  fight  took  place  at  Potrero  Oi)ello,  situated  on  the  coast  of  the  river 
Paraguay,  between  Pilar  and  Humaita.  Mena  Barreto,  at  the  hea<l  of  five  thousand 
men  of  all  arms,  attacked  and  put  to  rout  a  sux>erior  force  of  Paraguayans.  The  pul>- 
lishcd  Brazilian  account  of  the  enemy's  loss  is  seventy  killed  and  thirty  prisoners;  the 
Brazilians  own  a  loss  of  three  hundred  and  two  hori  de  combat  On  the  2d  instant  a 
strong  Brazilian  force,  under  the  same  command,  took  possession  of  Tajn,  routing  ten 
battalions  of  the  enemy  protected  by  three  steamers,  which  were  sunk,  their  crews  taken 
prisoners  or  di'owncd ;  one  hundred  and  sixty  are  the  reported  numbers  of  the  captives, 
and  as  many  more  killed  or  drowned.  The  allied  statement  of  their  loss  is  mujfpocn*. 
On  the  3d  a  deplorable  calamity  befel  the  allies  at  Tuyuti.  Early  in  the  moniinc  of 
that  day  a  convoy  was  to  have'  left  the  encampment  for  Tuyu-Cue,  escorted  by  lour 
battalions  of  Brazilian  troo])s.  The  draught  cattle  were  at  hand,  ready  to  be  yokwl ; 
the  escort  was  also  prepared  to  move,*waiting  the  order  to  march  with  the  cart's,  when 
a  great  noise  was  heard  in  the  encampment  trom  numberless  voices,  such  as  gauckM  are 
wont  to  make  when  driving  a  herd  ot  cattle.  Those  who  shoutecl  were  supposed  to  be 
conductors  of  a  drove  meant  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  (this  was  in  the  gray  of  the 
morning ;)  the  true  charact-er  of  the  imagined  drovers  wan  notdi^overc^d  until  tJiey  had 
passed  the  lines  and  got  within  the  intrenchments,  when  they  were  found  to  be  many 
battalions  of  Paraguayan  infantry  and  cavalr3^  who  at  once  commenced  a  furious  assaalt 
The  four  battalions  that  were  to  have  been  the  escort  were  the  only  trtnuw  ready  at 
the  moment  to  make'  resistance,  which  they  stoutlv  but  ineffectually  did,  with  great 
slaughter.  The  enemy  soon  became  mastiu'  "of  the  Tuyuti  camp,  (8Ui)pos*'d  to  have  a 
garrison  of  ten  thousand  men,)  and  doing  a  nmrderous  work,  killing  without  men*.v, 
pillaging  and  firing  everything  that  coidd  bum.  The  sutlers'  shanties  after  being  sacked, 
the  Argentine  panjue,  hos]>ita],  and  commissariat,  the  large  depot  of  Mr.  Lanuz,  (who 
has  suffered  severely,)  the  convoy  of  loaded  carts — in  fine,  I  have  said,  all  that  would 
bum  were  committed  to  the  flanu'S.  The  Paraguayans  for  a  time  did  pretty  much  w 
they  liked,  owing  to  a  general  panic  throughout  the  encampment.  The  fire  and  fight 
continued  nntil  9  a.  m.,  when  the  apjiroach  of  a  column,  under  the  command  of  Osorio. 
made  it  advisable  for  the  Paraguayans  to  retreat,  which  they  did,  canying  away,  some 
accounts  state,  from  two  to  twelve  pieces  of  artillery ;  other  reports  make  the  nuiuber 
of  guns  carried  off  to  be  twenty-<4ght,  as  well  as  a  number  of  prisoners.  Mr.  Vigari, 
the  purser  of  the  Pingo,  was  at  the  camp  in  three  hours  after  the  enemy  retreated;  he 
estimated  the  uumbor,  (made  at  a  cursory  view,)  he  said,  to  be  one  thousand  five  hun- 
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ilred.  The  road  going  from  Tuyuti  to  Itapini  was  filled  with  Brazilian  soldiers,  fiigi- 
tivt^,  who  threw  away  their  guu8  and  kna))sack8  to  facilitate  fiieir  flight ;  they  never 
h;(It('<I  in  their  nice  till  they  reaeheil  the  Hhipinng.  Hundrtnls  of  thene  were  subsequently 
c»>lU'ctetl  and  sent  l»ack  to  Tuyuti.  What  else  might  he  expected  from  new  reeniits, 
slaves  frtfsb  from  plantations,  many  of  whom  Avould  as  soon  be  shot  at  as  1o  fire  a  musket 
tbeuMelves  f  The  number  of  Paraguayans  killed  are  mueh  more  than  those  of  tlie  allies, 
owing  to  their  csonduct  while  siickmg,  by  getting  helplessly  drunk,  thus  made  incapable 
ill  the  retreat  to  keej)  pace  with  their  comrades.  When  the  panic  was  over,  little  mercy 
was  shown  to  the  inebriated  assailants.  Among  the  wounded  officers  brought  here  is 
Major  Tobson,  who  had  his  arm  badly  shattere4l,  which  has  since  been  amputated. 

Tlie  muted  sutlers  from  Tuyuti  complain  of  the  Brazilian  Mddiers  making  a  final 
liiuAh  of  such  goodii  as  the  Paraguayans  or  the  flames  had  spanxl.  Bad  stories  are  told 
of  tlie  Paraguayan  legion  in  the  allied  service.  At  the  time  of  the  surprise  they  were 
I«wt«Ml  at  an  adv^ance<i  point;  it  isrejiorted  that,  instead  of  giving  notice  of  the  enemy's 
roming,  most  of  them  joiue<l  their  countrymen.  Some  Correntino  troops  are  also 
reported  to  have  behaved  in  a  like  manner.  "  Nothing  more  is  said  for  the  present  of  the 
cholera — ^a  pn>of  that  it  has  passed  away.  There  have  l)oen  two  arrivals  of  hay.  A 
Brazilian  transport  with  a  contingent  passed  upwanl  yesterday.  The  river  is  rapidly 
ri»iug. 

Yours,  truly, 

SINBAD. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  our  friend  Sinhad^s  version  of  the  Tuyuti  victory.  With  all 
the  different  accounts  iM'fore  us  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  tnith  in  regard  either  to 
the  <)liject  or  result  of  the  late  vigorous  attack  of  Paraguayans.  But  the  prominent 
fact.*  are  that  there  are  grave  suspicions  of  treachery  in  the  allied  outiM>sts ;  that 
Lo^Hfz's  attack  meant  more  iK*rhaps  than  a  raid  on  the  stores  of  the  allies ;  but  to  the 
iin-x  of  the  Paraguayans  stumbling  on  the  liquors  they  owe  their  own  defeat.  'The  Bra- 
zilian officers,  i>articularly  Paranhos,  Mattos,  and  Andrade,  appear  to  have  behaved 
like  heroes. 

The  Argentine  and  Correntino  cavalry,  under  General  Homos,  contributed  nobly  to 
the  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  Hornos  was  made  brigailier  on  the  spot  by  General 
Mitn.'.  The  loss  in  men  to  Lopez,  if  not  amounting  to  two  thousand  five  hundre<F  as 
rejKirted,  must  have  been  sufficiently  s<5vere  in  his  present  circumstances,  and  probably 
the  main  object  of  the  attack  was  frustrated ;  which  was  to  prepare  a  more  serious 
attemi>t  on  Tuyu-Cue. 

» 

For  farther  particulars,  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  to  my  inclosed  daily 
memoniuda  of  political  events  on  the  river  Plate,  marked  D. 

The  fate  threatening  at  the  presen.t  crisis  the  unfortunate  country  and 
people  of  Pai'aguay  is  certainly  of  the  most  melancholy  nature.  Para- 
guay would  seem  to  be  morally,  i>olitically,  and  materially  on  the  verge 
of  rnin  and  bereft  of  all  hope  of  any  friendly  lowers  being  able  to  save 
it  from  the  horrors  of  the  wildest  anarchy. 

In  case  Lopez  should  lose  Asuncion,  this  capital  would  no  doubt  be 
dcvstroyed  by  himself  or  by  his  orders,  it^being  his  determined  policy  to 
leave  nothing  but  ruins  in  the  hands  of  the  allies.  In  such  an  emergency 
not  only  would  all  property  in  the  capital  be  lost,  but  the  lives  of  the 
inhabitants,  especially  of  foreigners,  would  be  seriously  endangered — 
exposed  as  they  would  be  either  to  the  fury  of  the  retreiiting  Paraguayan 
bands  of  the  interior,  who  consider  all  foreigners  the  enemies  and  invad- 
ers of  their  country,  or  to  the  bayonets  of  the  Brazilian  soldiers,  who  for 
the  most  part  just  emerging  from  slavery,  if  once  in  power,  could  hardly 
he  restrained  from  robbery  and  butchery. 

The  interior  of  Paraguay  would  not,  and,  desolated  as  it  must  be,  could 
not  afford  any  support  to  Lopez  after  his  prestige  had  gone  with  his 
defeat,  neither  would  it  be  any  safe  shelter  to  the  hated  fugitive  for- 
eigners. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  foreigners  in  Paraguay  can  look  only 
to  their  respective  governinents  for  protection^  and  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  the  war  ste^amers  of  all  the  foreign  powers  represented 
here,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  should  afford  such  protection  to  their  distressed 
countrymen  in  that  country. 
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I  had  the  honor  Respectfully  to  request  in  my  report  No.  29,  under  date 
June  17th,  1867,  that  a  warsteamerbe  temporarily  placed  at  my  dispo8^ 
with  reference  to  the  present  complications  in  Paraguay,  and  should  this 
request  be  granted  I  should  at  the  preseut  emergency  feel  bound  in  duty 
to  station  it  near  the  blockading  squadron,  with  the  view  to  join  the  first 
Brazilian  ship  of  war  up  to  Asuncion,  and  to  give  full  protection  to  our 
minister  and  fellow-citizens  there,  as  well  as,  in  the  interests  of  liumauity, 
to  any  other  foreigner  whose  life  and  property  were  jeopardized  in  the 
only  too  probable  sway  of  anarchy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  ASBOTH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


DAILY  MEMORANDA  OF  POLITICAL  EVENTS  IN  THE  RIVER  PLATA,  FROM 
OCTOBER  13  TO  NOVEMBER  9,  1867. 

October  13. — ^The  Tribuna  of  to-day  says : 

"The  extracts  from  a  correspondence  of  the  Semanario  we  publish  in  another  colnmn 
show  that  in  Lopezes  own  ranks  there  is  a  prevalent  conviction  of  the  speedy  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Although  this  correspondent  expects  it  wiU  be  brought  about  by  a 
victory  of  our  enemy's  anna,  it  is  easy  t4)  perceive  that  these  are  only  consolatory  worda, 
indicating  the  last  flicker  of  the  light  that  is  going  out.** 

October  14. — According  to  the  budget  of  the  Argentine  finance  minister  a  sum  of 
1,000,000  hard  dollars  Ims  been  voted  for  public  works,  and  $500,000  for  contingent 
expenses. 

^  Brazilian  steamer  has  arrived  at  Montevideo  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  for 
the  forces  in  Paraguay. 

October  15. — ^The  Diario,  the  official  organ  in  Rio  Janeiro,  formally  contradicts  the 
statement  that  Colonal  Fonseca  was  the  bearer  of  the  proposals  of  peace,  consequent 
upon  the  attempted  mediation  of  Mr.  Gould,  the  British  secretary  of  legation. 

Tno  Tribuna  of  to-day  devotes  several  .of  its  columns  to  the  publication  of  documents 
connected  with  the  proposed  extension  to  M(Midoza  of  the  present  Western  railway, 
which  now  only  reaches  a  place  called  Chirilcoy,  about  thirty  leagues  from  Buenos 
AjTes,  and  eventually  across  the  Cordillera  of  the  Andes  by  the  Planchon  Pass  to  the 
Pacific  coa^t.  The  idea  of  connecting  the  interior  provinces  to  the  littoral  by  means  of 
a  railway  has  been  lately  seriously  entertained,  but  some  people  wish  it  to  be  a  prolon- 
gation of  the  Central  Argentine  from  Villanueva,  whilst  others  are  anxious  that  it 
should  be  a  continuation  of  the  Buenos  Ayres  Western  railway.  The  Buenos  Ayres 
provincial  government,  jealous  of  the  influence  and  importance  Rosario  would  acquire 
if  the  former  project  were  carried  out,  are  straining  every  nerve  in  support  of  the  latter 
project,  and  are  ready  to  subscribe  a  considerable  part  of  the  capital  necessary  for  an 
undertaking  that  will  connect  this  ci^y  by  a  direct  hue  of  railway  with  the  interior  prov- 
inces, and  eventually  with  Chili. 

Oct(tb€r  16. — ^The  Espigador,  arrived  yesterday,  brought  dates  from  the  seat  of  war  to 
the  11th  instant.  A  partial  encounter  between  the  Brazilian  vauguanl  and  a  body  of 
Paraguayan  cavalry  took  place  on  the  4th,  in  which  the  latter  were  repulsed.  Cholera 
is  making  fearful  ravages  in  both  camps,  and  up  to  the  Uth  there  had  been  among  the 
Argentine  forcas  three  hundred  cases  of  cholera,  of  which  one  hundred  had  proved  fataL 
General  Dominguez,  Colonel  Artiz,  and  other  officers,  had  fallen  victims  to  the  epidemic 
The  disease  is  Bkely  to  be  aggravated  by  the  reported  refusal  of  Lopez  to  allow  the 
dead  bodies  on  the  field  of  the  late  encounter  to  be  buried,  and  to  grant  an  armistice 
for  that  humane  purpose.  The  following  extracts  from  the  Standard's  correspondent 
at  the-  seat  of  war  give  fuller  details  of  the  last  action,  and  also  of  the  ravages  of 
cholera : 

"ITAPIRU,  October  11, 1867. 

"  Gentlemen  :  On  the  4th  a  partial  fight  took  place  between  Arroyo  Hondo  and  Hu 
maita.    About  six  regiments  of  Paraguayan  cavalry  issued  from  their  intrenchments 
evidently  for  the  purjMise  of  pasturing  their  horses,  which  are  in  a  miserable  condition. 
They  were  not,  however,  allowed  to  continue  this  peaceful  operation. 

**  The  Brazilian  vangimnl,  under  Rivas,  divided  in  two  bodies ;  one  proceeded  to  attack 
them,  whilst  the  other  remained  in  ambush.  The  attacking  party  matle  a  sham  retreat, 
drawing  out  the  Paraguayans,  who  closely  followed  the  supposed  fl>ing  enemy  until 
they  came  beyond  the  troops  in  ambush.    The  latter  sallying  out  completely  routed 
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iliem,  and  |mri9iied  them  to  the  trenches  of  Hniiiaita,  killing  si%  hundred  and  taking 
two  linDdreil  prisoners.  The  allied  loss  is  oitieially  stated  to  be  one  hundred  killed  ana 
woundwi.  The  eustoraary  cannonade  was  kept  up  in  the  direction  of  Carnpaiti  during 
thf  night  ^th  redoubled  fury,  the  Paraguayans  doubtless  smarting  from  their  recent 
defeat. 

*'  October  9. — The  cholera  iu  a  malignant  form  is  making  fearful  havoc  in  Tuyuti ; 
it  entered  first  into  the  battalion  of  Pipo,  (known  as  the  foreign  legion,)  where  it 
reinaine<l  fixed  for  a  few  days,  it  then  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  first  corps  d'arm^  with 
much  virulence.  Three  days  ago  it  commenced  with  great  violence  in  tne  second  corps, 
vhich  had  until  then  been  exempt,  causing  very  ^at  loss  in  officers  (among  their  num- 
bers are  Domingaez,  Benites,  and  a  long  list  ot  others)  and  men.  In  the  first  corps 
yesterday- s  account  says  that  it  is  somewhat  diminishing,  but  continues  gaining  force 
iu  the  second.  The  Brazilians  also  have  it  diffusely  spreading  on  all  sides.  It  is  Known 
to  lie  making  ravages  in  the  Paraguayan  camp  ;  it  is  supposed  that  fi'om  thence  the 
oouts^on  was  communicated  to  Tuyuti.  Persons  well  qualified  to  judge  are  of  an 
unanimous  opinion  that  a  few  days  or  ])erhaiis  hours  to  come  the  pestilence  will  be 
floint;  its  work  of  destruction  here.  What  else  might  be  expected  from  a  miscellaneous 
{mpulation,  comj>oBed  of  military,  inmates  of  hospitals,  boatmen,  sutlers,  peons,  or  dis- 
solute  women,  the  greater  part  of  whom  have  always  been  accustomed  to  live  among 
dirt,  eating  lean  tired  meat  or  any  tnush,  drinking  impure  water,  sleeping  in  damp 
places  Burrouuded  by  puddles  of  miid,  and  yet  feel  no  inconvenience  from  this  method 
of  living." 

Tlie  following  Paraguayan  version  of  the  fall  of  Pilar  seems  sufficiently  interesting 
to  merit  insertion : 

"the  FALI.  of    PILAK^— PARAGUAYAN  VERSION. 

"  Camp  of  Paso  Pucu,  September  21, 1867. 

"  We  understand  that  numbers  of  vessels  are  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  await- 
ing the  arrangement  of  peace  t-o  bring  their  valuable  cargoes ;  but  the  most  import- 
ant item  on  this  head  is  that  after  Mr.  GouhVs  visit  to  the  enemy  the  Mar(j[uis  Caxais 
dispatched  his  chief  of  staff  to  Rio  in  the  swiftest  boat,  the  San  Paulo,  with  Instivc- 
tiott!*  to  proceed  direct  without  touching  "at  any  port  and  return  within  twenty-two 
ilays.  This  gave  rise  to  the  report  in  Corrien tea  that  the  San  Paulo  was  bearer  of  i)eace 
propositions,  and  that  the  war  was  tenninated.  As  I  do  not  know  how  far  true  this  may 
be,  1  confine  m^'self  to  the  simple  rumors  current  here  since  the  arrival  of  the  En|{)ish 
giinlwat  Doterel,  in  search  of  Mr.  Secretary  Gould,  then  our  guest.  Without  nuestioning 
the  authenticity  of  these  nunors,  which  probably  emanate  from  the  desires  or  the  enemy 
and  the  kind  office^)  of  a  disinterested  friend,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  private 
ctinviction  that  no  i)eace  can  be  arrived  at  before  some  great  and  decisive  feat  of  arms 
lijw  taken  phiee ;  iu  other  words,  notwithstanding  the  sentiment  of  the  belligerents 
and  the  good  will  of  our  mutual  friends,  *  peace  Just  now  is  very  improbable,'  for  our 
hanghty  enemy,  not  yet  brought  to  a  full  sense  of  his  imiM)tency,  will  always  be  throw- 
ing; sMuie  ambitious  hints  in  the  way,  thus  rendering  the  conditions  quite  unacceptable 
t4)  a  noble,  patriotic  people. 

'*The  latest  deserters  to  us  report  the  enemy  suffering  frightfully  from  hunjjer.  Our 
victorious  legions  have  cut  off  the  supplies,  and  so  hard  puslied  are  the  Bmzilians  now 
that  driwl  hides  are  sparingly  distributed  among  Ahem  as  rations.  This  stupid  predic- 
ament it  was  which  impelled  them  to  make  the  most  hopeless  movement  of  the  19th. 
At  daybreak  on  that  auspicious  day  we  observed  a  strong  body  of  horse  advance  from 
iSan  isolauo  toward  the  Arroyo  Hondo.  It  was  in  reality  nothing  more  than  a  foraging 
raid,  an  oft-repeate<l  attempt  to  cut  off  our  sui)plies.  Not  succeeding,  they  pushed  on 
to  Pilar,  which  they  attackeil  the  same  evening,  but  were  driven  off  with  great  slaugh- 
ter; but  if  unable  for  us  in  arms  they  are  our  8ui>erior8  in  limbs,  otherwise  many  more 
mnjit  have  fallen  in  the  retreat ;  as  it  was,  the  most  our  victors  could  lay  hold  of  were 
tb'  (lisreganled  clothes,  weapons,  &c.,  &c. 

''This  slight  action,  in  displaying  the  cowardice  of  the  enemy  and  the  certain  tri- 
umph of  det-ermiued  valor,  ought  to  have  inspired  our  men  against  any  odds.  Unfor- 
tunately it  had  a  different  effect.  Tlie  brave  garrison,  while  regaling  themselves  after 
victory,  made  but  little  allowance  for  the  pangs  of  hunger  on  the  half-starved  impe- 
rialiHts. 

"With  the  morning  the  enemy  returned  to  the  charge,  and  quickly  wrested  victory 
from  the  disordered  ranks  of  the  defenders.  They  were  not  destined'to  enjoy  long  the 
fruits  of  victory.  Commander  Saturnino  Garcia,  coming  up  in  the  Biral)ebe,  opened  fire 
on  tlie  enemy,  and  compelled  them  to  evacuate  the  town.  At  first  the  Brazilians  mani- 
festi'd  u  decided  disinclination  to  stir  until  the  valiant  Garcia  landed,  at  the  head  of 
fifty  marines,  and  charjjed  the  hostile  masses  then  engaged  pillaging.  The  gunboat 
nieanthue  kept  up  a  brisk  fire,  one  shell  bursting  into  the  Brazilian  gcuerars  coach. 
At  sidit  of  this  tlie  streets  became  suddenly  cleared  of  the  marauders,  except  such  as 
^\  already  fallen  victims  to  their  valor;  but  the  real  diificulty  was  to  root  them  out 
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of  the  houses,  where  they  had  stowed  themselves  in  every  hole  and  comer,  to  escape 
the  fall  of  their  comrades*  below. 

"Lieutenant  Galon  has  behaved  well,  and  merits  the  decorations  with  which  our 
Marshal  President  has  been  pleased  to  requite  him.  To  his  determination  and  valor 
the  country  owes  this  glorious  victory,  the  inhabitants  their  property,  and  the  enemy 
a  memorable  defeat.  While  I  write,  the  enemy  are  scouring  the  country  some  leagues 
off.  I  would  not  give  them  much  for  their  chance  of  getting  anything  in  those  sterile 
waste* ;  and  after  all  the  loss  of  men,  horses,  and  honor,  they  will  return  as  hungry  as 
they  came. 

"  Marshal  Lopez's  plan  has  been  supremely  strategic,  for,  by  surrounding  the  enemy 
with  our  trenches,  there  is  no  way  left  for  him  but  to  march  through  bounalcfw  deserts, 
or,  by  remaining  as  he  is,  to  be  decimatwl  by  our  guns  or  disease.  Such  is  the  history 
of  the  whole  campaign,  and  with  the  failure  of  the  exploring  expedition  we  may  hope 
the  allied  commanders  will  change  the  tactics,  and  by  trying  their  fortune  in  our 
trenches  give  us  an  opi>ortunity  of  creating  in  our  country's  history  another  day  like 
that  of  Cumpaity." 

October  17. — ^The  mail  from  Rosario  yesterday  brought  news  that  the  alarm  about 
cholera  has  led  to  sanitary  regulations,  special  committees  having  been  named  and 
every  precautionary  measure  possible  adopted. 

In  Montevideo,  also,  urgent  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  municipal  board  to  protect 
the  city  against  the  possible  approach  of  cholera.  In  Buenos  Ayres  alone  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  the  ])re8s  clamors  loudly  for  all  vessels  coming  from  the  seat  of  war  to 
be  placed  in  quarantine. 

October  18. — The  provincial  senate  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  passed  the  bill  for  the  Men- 
doza  railway,  in  prolongation  of  the  Buenos  Ayrea  western  railway.  By  this  bill  it  is 
proposed  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  this"  great  undertaking  by  tlie  emission  of 
six  jHir  cent,  provincal  bonds  at  seveiaty-five.  The  bill  goes  now  before  the  deputies, 
where  it  is  rumored  the  measure  is  likefy  to  meet  with  some  opposition. 

The  Standard  of  to-day  says : 

"The  steady  arrival  of  Brazilian  transports  in  Montevideo,  with  reintbrcements  for 
the  army,  shows  that  the  Rio  cabinet  is  straining  every  nerve  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
redoubled  vigor.    Within  the  la«t  four  days  four  transport*  have  arrived."  • 

October  19. — There  is  no  further  news  from  the  seat  of  war,  but  the  Standard  has  the 
following  relative  to  a  new  difficulty  which  the  Paraguayans  have  to  contend  again^ 
viz :  want  of  salt : 

"  Our  own  advices  from  Paraguay  are  of  a  character  which  inspires  a  conviction  in 
the  immediate  termination  of  war.  The  great  want  in  Paraguay  is  salt.  Some  of  the 
English  doctors  in  Paraguay  have  now  a  splendid  opportunity  of  gathering  the  most 
interesting  datA  in  this  respect.  Salt  seems  to  be  as  necessary  to  life  as  air;  disease 
and  sickness  defeat  all  skill,  owing  to  the  primary  want  of  salt.  'Extraordinary  diseases 
are  said  to  exist  in  Paraguay,  owing  to  tlie  want  of  salt.** 

From  the  time  that  the  national  government  withdrew  its  subsidy  from  the  Nacion' 
Argentina,  whicli  at  once  began  a  series  of  attacks  on  the  private  life  of  Vice-President 
Paz,  a  fierce  polemic  has  been  raging  between  that  paper  and  the  Tribuna.  On  this 
subject  the  Standard  make«  the  following  remarks : 

"  The  wars  of  the  roses  were  nothing  in  comimrison  to  the  tremendous  battle  between 
thf»  Tribuna  and  Nacion.  Few  of  our  readers  take  any  intereist  in  such  intensely  polit- 
ical subj.ects ;  in  fact,  none  but  a  native  would  understand  them.  The  gist  of  the  ques- 
tion is  to  make  out  Don  Marcos  Paz  the  head  rebel  it*  the  republic.  The  Jsacion  has 
each  day  powerful  articles  and  fiery  leaders,  impeaching  the  vice-president.  The  Tri- 
buna takes  up  cudgels  for  the  government  and  replies.  Each  day  the  attack  and 
rejoinder  are  becommg  more  and  more  acrimonious.  The  Americans  have  a  very  apt 
expression  for  such  matters — ^  fighting  for  spoils.'  The  only  possible  result  for  such  a 
polemic  is  the  disclosure  of  much  scandal  which,  for  many  reasons,  it  is  desirable  to 
avoid." 

The  same  paper  publishes  in  its  to-day's  number  the  following  relative  to  the  rebel 
movements  in  Salta : 

"rebel  movements  in  salta. 

"  Salta,  Septemher  15. 

"  The  traitors,  Varela  and  Elizondo,  are  sacking  the  country  in  all  directions.  Xoth- 
ing  escai>es  the  lawless  marauders.  Everything  portable  is  swept  off  to  the  Chiliim 
markets,  and  such  as  cannot  be  conveniently  moved  are  destroyed  on  the  spot.  W« 
live  in  a  perfect  chaos;  but  what  else  can  l)e  expected,  when  the  place  is  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  banditti  f  The  inhabitants  are  powerless,  and  the  government  takei^  no 
st<»ps  to  prevent  the  depredations;  so  that  Var6la,  with  a  dozen  men,  may  at  any 
moment  take  the  capital,  and  then  God  help  the  unfortunate  citizens,  the  most  rfcsolute 
of  whom  have  long  since  learned  the  utter  futility  of  attempting  any  resistance. 

"  About  the  middle  of  August  we  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Varela,  and  the  government 
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it  once  dispatched  a  force  under  Don  Pepe  Frias  to  confront  bim.  This  gentleman 
iqK)ke  ill  such  ;&  pompons  manner  of  whip^nng  the  rebels,  even  did  tliev  muster  double 
their  actual  strength,  that  our  authorities  were  content  to  trust  all  to  his  honor,  with- 
out taking  any  measures  for  possible  emergencies.  On  the  Slst  ultimo  we  received 
intelligence  that  a  party  of  three  hundred  montonears,  under  Elizondo,  had  routed  a 
coqjL-i  of  seven  hundred,  led  by  the  redoubtable  Frias.  The  disgrace  of  the  defeat  was 
}RigIitene<l  by  the  shameful  nature  of  the  fight.  On  the  approach  of  the  enemy  Frias 
displayed  the  most  cowardly  indecision,  neither  fonuing  to  receive  or  attack ;  the  men 
wtre  impatient  to  meet  the  foe,  but  Frias  assured  them  'twas  no  use,  as  odds  were  too 
heavy  against  them,  and  that  their  oidy  chance  lay  in  flight.  Borne  add  that  he  was 
brilHMl  to  this.  Certain  it  is  that  he  returned  to  this  city  without  his  corps,  and  endeav- 
ohhI  to  raise  another ;  but  as  we  had  already  lost  seven  hundred  men,  with  a  large 
qoaiitity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  the  authorities  did  not  like  to  trust  themselves 
a^iiii  to  Mr.  Frias;  so  seizing  all  the  fighting  materials  they  could  lay  their  hands  on, 
They  enrolled  all  the  men,  about  four  hundi'ed  in  number,  and  marched  ottfor  Tucuman — 
governor,  ministers,  (with  their  fandlies  and  treasurer,)  and  all,  leaving  only  women 
and  children  in  the  town.  In  this  way  we  awaited  for  their  return  with  Tucumanos, 
but  they  are  not  furthcoming,  and  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  that  the  women  and  infirm 
Ifft  shall  iierch  themselves  on  the  house-tops,  and  assail  the  rebels  when  they  come, 
with  broken  bottles,  stones,  boiling  water  and  oil." 

October  20. — In  noticing  the  attacks  made  upon  Dr.  Rawson,  minister  of  the  interior, 
by  the  pivss  of  Buenos  A^Tes,  which,  while  criticising  his  public  acts,  have  outstepiH>d 
the  limits  of  fair  discussion  uy  imputing  to  him  interested  motives,  the  Standard  of 
ttnlay  says: 

"  Although  we  make  it  our  general  rule  to  abstain  as  much  as  possible  from  taking 
any  jKirt  in  local  politics,  we  cannot  avoid  noticing  with  sincere  regret  the  very  unbe- 
(^rtiiiug  manner  in  which  the  leading  organs  of  the  Liberal  press  here  treat  oui-  dis- 
!iij-^i.Mhcd  minister.  Dr.  Rawson.  We  must  emphatically  deprecate  the  disparaging 
iiHiuuations  touching  the  private  motives  of  a  gentleman  who  is  not  only  devoting 
hi**  time  and  energies  to  the  service  of  his  country,  but  whose  character  has  ever 
eujoyed  a  siiotless  reputation.  Dr.  Rawson's  chief  fault  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen 
is  kin  pe<ligree,  and  this  alone  would  entitle  him  to  a  prior  claim  on  our  support  ;*  but, 
iiidepemleutly  from  this,  we  can  assure  him  that  whilst  we  are  ever  fearless  in  denounc- 
ing abuses,  we  also  pride  ourselves  in  being  foremost  in  doing  justice  where  justice  is 
due,  and  that  in  the  name  of  our  countiy  we  shall  ever  be  too  glad  to  bear  our  testi- 
mouy  to  liis  liberal  and  enlightened  policy-,  which  entitles  him  to  the  rank  of  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  <lisinterest<*d  oi  Argentine  statesmen." 

Ovtober  21. — The  Cisiie  and  Rosa  steamers,  Irom  Corrientes,  have  been  placed  under 
sanitary  surveillance  for  three  days,  and  only  the  mails  brought  by  them,  after  being 
du]y  fnmigated,  have  been  allowed  to  be  landed. 

October  Ti. — ^I'he  news  from  the  seat  of  war  is  of  no  great  importance.  Cholera  had 
diminished  in  the  Argentine  camp,  but  wjis  still  prevalent  among  the  Brazilians. 

The  national  government  has  ordered  the  formation  of  two  lazarettos,  with  their 
proiwr  statf  of  medical  attendants,  &c.:  one  in  the  island  of  Martin  Garcia,  and  the 
other  at  the  Tigre,  the  terminus  of  the  northern  railway  on  one  of  the  channels  of  the 
Parana  River. 

The  document's  connected  with  the  resignation  of  General  Martinez  of  the  x>oBt  of 
iniul'rter  of  war  are  published  to-day.  It  appears  that  the  general  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  vice-president  from  Rosario,  dat-ed  •-d4th  of  September,  shortly  after  his  libera- 
tion from  the  himds  of  the  rebels  in  Cordova,  tendering  his  resignation,  which  was 
Dot  attended  to.  On  his  arrival  in  Buenos  Ayres  he  addressed  a  second  note  to  the 
^ice-president,  under  date  of  the  9th  instant,  insisting  upon  his  previously  announced 
dttermiuation  to  resign.  The  Aice-president,  after  having  inettectually  endeavored  to 
induce  him  to  alter  his  mind,  was  obliged  to  accept  the  generaVs  resignation.  In  the 
note  which  Minister  Rawsvn  addresses,  under  cUite  of  the  lUth  instant,  to  General  Mar- 
tinez, informing  him  that  Ids  resignation  has  been  acce]ited,  he  expresses  the  lively 
r>'gret  of  the  vice-president  at  the  loss  of  his  services,  for  which  he  tenders  to  the 
general  the  best  thanks  of  government. 

.S-fior  Don  Josd  Maria  Moreno,  the  present  under-secretary  for  the  war  department, 
who  has  been  acting  iiunister  during  General  Martinez's  protracted  absence,  has  been 
offered  the  vacant  portfolio,  which  he,  however,  is  said  to  have  peremptorily  refused. 

^/»6er  23. — ^The  steamer  Wasiman  has  arrived  in  Montevi<leo,  having  on  board  a 
locumotive  engine  and  other  railway  materials,  destined  for  a  railway  which  the 
Brazilians  are  about  to  construct  between  Tuyuti  and  Tuyii-Cu^,  in  Paraguay. 

Ociobw  24. — The  Provender  arrived  yestenlay  from  Corrientes ;  brings  no  news  of 
interest  from  the  scsat  of  war,  save  that  the  cholera  appears  to  be  greatly  on  the 
decline.  It  was  rumored  that  an  imxwrtant  movement  was  about  to  be  made  by  the 
allies  on  Tayi,  an  important  position  on  the  river  Paraguay,  above  Humaita. 

The  following  correspondence,  translated  from  the  Republica,  contains  some  inter- 
esting iufonuation  relative  to  the  Brazilian  iron-clads : 
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"LETTERS  FROM  THE  SEAT  OP  WAR — ^THE  IRON-ClJ^D9 — HUMAITA. 

"  On  the  9th  I  started  from  Tuyu-Cu6,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  arrived  at 
Tiiyiiti ;  from  there  I  went  to  the"Pa8o  de  la  Patria,  and  embarked  at  1  oVlock  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  island  of  A\i8to.  Then  I  pnt  myself  on  Iward  a  small  steamer  which 
took  me  to  the  Princess  de  Joinville,  bearing  the  flag  of  Commo<lore  Elisario  de 
Santos,  who  had  the  politeness  to  plaee  at  my  disposal  a  steam  launch,  which  carried 
me  to  the  Chaco  by  the  river  Quio.  At  the  expirarion  of  one  hour  I  found  mywlf 
landed  at  the  port  of  Quio,  where  Admiral  Joaquin  Jos<$  Ignacio  has  established  a 
depot  of  provisions  and  munitions  of  war.  t>om  the  port  of  Quio  I  rode  t-o  Elisario, 
on  the  Paraguay.  The  distance  between  these  \H^Tt»  is  about  six  miles.  At  Elisario  \\ 
stationetl  the  second  division  of  iron-clads,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Albin. 
Thence  to  Uumaita  the  distance  is  about  one  league.  At  4  o'clwk  in  the  afternoon  I 
went  in  the  steAm  tender  Liudoya  to  the  Colombo,  which  is  stationed  between  the  firet 
and  second  divisions  of  the  fleet.  At  4.30  we  anchored  alongside  of  the  Brazil,  which 
I  boarded  to  pay  my  resi>ects  to  the  admiral. 

**  Admiral  Ignacio  appears  to  me  to  be  about  sixty  years  of  age.  He  is  of  low  stature, 
and  has  all  the  rough  but  frank  characteristics  of  an  old  salt.  The  admiral  did  all  in 
his  power  to  facilitate  the  object  Df  my  mission,  which  was  to  make  a  ue^irer  examina- 
tion of  the  fortress,  whose  name  is  now  so  famous.  The  first  division  of  iroti-clads  is 
anchorwl  al>out  three  hundred  yards  from  the  Loudon  battery,  which  is  the  first  that 
presents  itself  after  rouuiling  the  elbow  of  the  river.  The  iron-clad  Bahia  is  stationed 
about  two  hundred  aud  thirty  yards  from  the  same  battery,  which  is  rectangular  in 
shape,  and  has  eight  ca^emated  embrasures  on  each  side.  The  Bahia  is  under  the 
enemj'^s  fire.  The  Lynch  battery  crosses  its  fire  with  the  sixteen  guns  of  the  London 
battery  in  the  first  bend  of  the  channel.  The  water  being  low,  a  sand  bank  is  visible 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and  we  can  discover  three  recently 
mmle  roads  leading  to  the  river  from  behind  the  Lynch  battery.  Auy  vessel  attempt- 
ing to  force  a  passage  would  have  to  sail  within  ten  yards  of  the  Paraguayan  batterieK 
receiving  on  the  beam  the  fire  of  the  eight  guns  of  the  London  batteiy  parallel  to  the 
river,  whilst  ahead  she  would  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Lynch  and  three  other  bat- 
teries to  the  north,  and  to  the  horizontal  fire  of  the  London  battery  from  astern ;  aud 
not  only  that,  for  if  she  touched  the  chain  laid  obliquely  across  the  river  she  would 
swing  on  to  the  bank  with  the  current,  and  remain  a  helpless  target  for  the  enemy*s 
artillery.  The  channel  of  Humaita  is  now  so  low  that  all  the  pilots  are  agreed  that  the 
iron-cliwl  Brazil  from  the  breadth  of  beam  would  be  unable  to  maneuver  or  oWy  her 
helm  with  sutficieut  rapidity  to  get  through  a  pass  uot  more  at  this  moment  than 
forty  rods  wide.  The  channel  is  uot  only  obstructed  by  sunken  ships,  but  to  the  naked 
eye  there  is  distinctly  visible  a  whole  line  of  torpedoes.  The  squadron  is  daily 
employe<l,  it  is  true,  in  fishing  them  up,  but  this  does  not  much  diminish  the  danger. 
Your  readers  may  have  often  asked,  why  do  they  not  cut  the  chain  f  A  few  words  will 
convince  them  of  the  impossibility  of  doing  so  at  a  spot  upon  which  the  seven  batteries 
of  Uumaita  converge,  and  watched,  moreover,  by  a  gimrd  on  the  Chax'o.  The  Chaeo 
is  swampy,  and  the  whole  extent  of  its  banks,  with  the  excetition  of  the  place  where 
the  guard  is  stationed,  is  protected  by  the  guns  of  Humaita.  To  attem{>t  to  capture  the 
guard  and  cut  the  chaius  with  boats'  crews,  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  is  simply  an 
impossibility.  The  vessels  in  the  vanguard  have  fired  at  the  obstnictiou  with  cannon, 
but  as  it  contains  no  wood- work  the  balls  glance  off  and  harmlessly  bury  themselves 
in  the  river  or  the  mud  banks. 

"  For  a  long  time  past  men  comjyetent  in  the  art  of  war,  and  distinguished  naval  men 
of  all  nations,  have  been  of  opinion  that  the  fortress  of  Humaita  was  impregnable.  It 
is  thus  unjust  to  accuse  the  Brazilian  iron-clad  squadron  of  failing  in  it«  duties,  for,  on 
the  contrarj',  it  is  little  less  than  rash  to  expose  the  Bahia  within  pistol-shot,  as  ahe 
now  is,  of  the  enemy's  fortress. 

"  As  for  the  eftects  of  the  bombardment  from  the  squadfon,  it  is  known  positively 
that  it  has  caused  considerable  iijury  and  losses  to  the  enemy.  On  the  12th  instant 
the  squadron  bombarded  Humaita,  and  the  division  abreast  of  Curuzu  directed  its  fires 
on  the  headquarters  at  Pjiso  Pucu.  where,  upon  the  same  day,  there  happened  to  be  on 
a  visit  Messrs.  De  Couverville  and  De  Libertad. 

"REPUBLICA." 

The  annexed  extract,  translated  from  the  Comercio  del  Parana,  an  Entre  Riano  newa- 
paper,  leads  one  to  believe  that  the  allies  cannot  boast  much  of  their  reputed  victories 
over  the  Paraguayans : 

"  I  am  quite  certain  you  have  all  heard  of  the  grand  victories  we  have  obtained  in 
the  last  few  days.  Oh,  what  victories !  Precisely  like  all  the  rest  we  have  obtained 
npon  the  i)re8ent»  costing  as  dear  as  that  of  the  24th  September,  and  the  taking  (»f  Pihu", 
the  former  of  which  cost  the  Brazilians  some  twenty-five  hundred  men,  and  the  latter 
not  much  less.    A  friend  who  writes  to  me  frtjm  Tuyuti  says :  *  I  waa  present  at  that 
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e,  for  I  can  call  it  nothing  else.  The  engagement  was  brought  about  by  the 
Panguayans  endeavoring  to  rescue  forty-four  prisoners  taken  at  Pilar.  A  n*giuient  of 
allied  cavalry  in  attacking  the  enemy  fell  into  a  puntano  or  swamp,  their  ammunition 
got  wet,  and  the  whole  ol  them  remaineil  at  the  mercy  of  the  foe/ 

**  In  Tuyuti  there  exists  the  most  frightful  misery  among  the  Brazilians,  who  are,  as 
you  may  probably  have  heanL  the  best  cared  for.  I  do  not  exaggerate  in  telling  you 
that  not  only  are  they  reduced  to  begging  from  the  shopkeepers  in  the  camp,  but  from 
tbe  passers  by.  It  seems  that  our  resi>ectable  allies,  the  geutrj^  of  the  Chaco,  are  reap- 
peanng  on  the  scene.  Three  days  ago  I  met  a  party  of  them,  Guaicurus.  It  consisted 
of  a  lieotenant,  armed  with  a  saber,  two  sergeants,  with  muskets,  and  five  rank  and 
file,  with  long  knives.  I  had  the  curiosity  to  ask  the  chief  where  he  was  going,  and 
'  with  indescrioable  coolness,  he  answered,  *■  to  Humaita.'  Great  hopes  we  must  have  of 
redndog  the  fortrenS  with  such  contingents. 

^Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  result  of  the  first  negotiations  for  peace,  there  are 
many  who  believe  Uiat  the  negotiations  will  be  resumed." 

Tbe  Standard  to  day  gives  the  accompanjring  item  of  news  from  the  seat  of  war. 
Tbe  scarcity  of  meat,  both  in  the  allied  and  Paraguayan  camp,  seems  to  be  a  fact  beyond 
doubt: 

**  By  a  private  letter  from  the  army  we  learn  that,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera, 
M^ee  and  cafia  are  now  given  to  the  Brazilian  soldiers.  The  meat  is  so  poor  that 
oflkere  and  men,  for  the  most  part,  live  on  biscuits,  rice,  and  farina.  The  Brazilian 
bos{iitaL8  are  well  cared  for,  and  upon  a  splendid  footing.  The  allie«l  strength  in 
Toynti  is  twelve  thousand  Brazilians  and  two  thousand  Argentines,  including  the  Para- 
guayan legion."  -* 

Ortober  25. — ^The  last  news  received  from  the  provinces  respecting  Juan  Saa  is  of  a 
1«88  alarming  character.  It  api>ear8  that  this  celebrated  rebel  leader  has  found  no  sup- 
port and  little  sj-mpathy  in  Bouvia,  and  well-informed  parties  give  the  assurance  that 
the  Argentine  republic  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Bolivia. 

General  Paunero,  who  applied  some  time  ago  and  obtained  leave  from  the  govern- 
ment to  absent  himself  fit>m  his  command,  and  come  to  Buenos  Ayres  on  account  of  a 
family  affliction,  but  would  not  avail  himself  of  it  unril  affairs  in  the  interior  were  in 
a  more  settled  state,  is  now  preparing  to  return,  and  it  is  rumored  that  he  is  likely  to 
be  appointed  to  the  vacant  post  of  minister  of  war. 

Tbe  following  extract  from  the  Standanl,  (giving  the  number  of  vessels  aground  in  the 
Parana  River,  proves  the  difficulties  in  navigating  its  waters : 

^  rfsself  aground  in  ike  Parana — 17 th, — A  Brazilian  gunboat,  with  some  troops  on  board, 
was  aground  some  fifteen  leagues  below  Corrientes,  cargo  trimmed  to  port  to  assist  to  get 
her  off. 

"li?fik.  There  are  a  great  many  vessels  aground  below  Goya.  American  bark  T.  C. 
Cusbing.  Captain  Rogers,  laden  with  horses,  is  aground  below  Yaquarite,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river. 

**  19f  A.  The  British  bark  Quickstep  and  British  brig  Adelaide  were  at  anchor  at  La 
Paz,  having  no  water  to  pass  the  shallows. 

^'ifitk.  An  Italian  gunboat  under  sail  was  passed,  just  above  Rosario,  proceding  down 
the  river. 

2l«t  British  brig  Albion,  of  Liverpool,  was  at  the  Boca  Guarzn,  bound  for  Liverpool ; 
British  three-masted  schooner,  £.  Shun,  was  at  anchor  on  the  bar  below  Martin  Garcia. 

There  are  about  thirty  sailing  vessels  aground  or  at  anchor  wiuting  for  water  between 
La  Paz  and  Goya.*' 

October  26. — ^The  qneation  of  the  future  presidency  of  the  Argentine  Republic  is  every 
day  more  and  more  engaging  the  attention  of  the  public.  The  local  pajiers  both  in  this 
city  and  in  the  rest  of  the  confederation  devote  a  great  deal  of  their  space  to  this  import- 
ant snbject.  The  Tribuna,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  most  influential  organ  of  the  River 
PhUa  press,  has  boldly  proclaimed  Seflor  Samiiento  as  its  candidate,  whilst  the  Nacion 
Argentina  attacks  this  candidate  without  openly  proposing  any  other,  although  it  is  well 
known  that  it  is  determined  to  support  Sefior  Elizalde's  pretensions.  The  press  of  Entre 
Rioa,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  is  unanimous  in  writing  in  favor  of  General  Urquiza,  as 
thefittest  candidate  for  the  presidency.  Besides  these  there  are  other  names  that  have  been 
mentioned  as  likely  to  be  brought  forward  as  competitors  for  the  highest  magistracy  in 
the  republic,  such  asSetlor  Alsina,  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  8efior  Velez  Sar8field,'Dr. 
Rawson,  General  Taboada,  and  others.  Of  these,  however,  only  the  first  is  believed  to 
have  any  chance  of  success.  Indeed,  it  has  been  asserted  and  very  currently  repeated 
that  the  Tribuna  is  only  using  the  name  of  Seftor  Sarmiento  as  a  mask,  and  tiiat  its 
eandiflate  in  reality  is  Governor  Alsina.  Nothing,  however,  has  appeared  that  could 
sabstantiate  this  assertion.  On  the  contrary,  the  Tribuna  evinces  every  day  more  zeal 
in  defending  Sefior  Sanniento's  cause.  In  its  number  of  yestenlay,  it  published  a  letter 
iddressed  to  its  editor  by  Colonel  Mansilla  from  the  allied  camp,  a  translatitm  of  which 
i»  given  below.  Colonel  Mansilla,  although  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  dictator  Rosas, 
ii  an  inflnential  member  of  the  liberal  party,  and  has  succeeded  in  establishing  for  him- 
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self  a  high  reputation^  not  only  as  a  brave  soldier  and  good  officer,  hat  also  as  an 
accomplished  writer,  ^is  advocating,  therefore,  so  wamdy  Sefior  Sarniieuto*8  nonuna- 
tion  cannot  fail  to  have  considerable  weij^ht ;  and  the  st'atement  he  moreover  makes 
that  Sariniento  is  the  favorable  candidate  in  the  army,  if  true,  is  of  considerable  sig- 
nificance.   Colonel  Mansilla's  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Tribnna  is  as  follows : 

"Camp  Tuyu-Cu6,  October 20, 1867. 

"  You  are  aware,  ever  since  I  was  in  Buenos  Ayres,  that  my  candidate  for  the  futare 
presidency  of  the  republic  is  the  same  as  the  Tribunals — Sarmiento.  For  the  honor 
and  glory  of  our  country  the  man  whom  I  pointed  out  a»  the  ideal  candidate,  when  we 
talked  over  the  subject,  is  becoming  every  day  more  a  possible,  a  real  candidate.  1, 
who  do  not  insult  you  by  harboring  the  supposition  that  you  advocate  this  candidate 
insincerely,  and  who,  in  my  sphere,  and  within  the  compass  of  my  limited  reeoorces, 
am  workbig  for  it  and  anxious  for  it«  success  by  means  analogous  to  the  end  and  to 
the  principles  it  symbolizes,  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  our  caudiilate  can  rely  upon 
the  support  and  sympathy  of  many  of  our  most  notable  officers  in  the  army,  who  are 
all  individually  rea<ly  to  work  for  him. 

"  By  and  by,  I  will  write  to  you  more  at  length  on  this  subject.    In  the  meantime,  I 
am  anxious  that  this  letter  should  be  published. 
"  Yours,  truly, 

"L.V.MAN8Trj.A.^ 

October  27. — A  fraud  involving  the  loss  to  government  of  the  rather  large  sum  of 
seven  millions  of  paper  dollars  ($280,000)  has  been  discovered  in  the  custom-house  here. 
The  authors  appear  to  have  been  one  or  two  employ<?8  of  the  custom-house  in  league  with 
several  clerks  of  different  commercial  houses  of  high  standing  and  respectability  iu  this 
city.  The  matter  is  under  judicial  investigation,  but  the  guuty  parties  are  said  to  have . 
escaped  before  their  evil  doings  were  discovered. 

The  news  brought  by  the  last  mail  from  the  interior  provinces  shows  that  tranqnility 
is  far  from  havin||5  been  restored.  The  Tribuna  publishes  a  letter  dated  Santiago,  loth 
instant,  aiiuouuciug  that  official  intelligence  had  just  been  received  of  the  rebel  chief 
Varela  having  attacked  the  town  of  8alta  and  taken  it  after  a  short  resistance.  Al- 
though Genersil  Navarro  hurried  up  with  a  respectable  force  and  obliged  the  rebels  to 
abandon  the  city  only  a  few  hours  afterwards,  Varela  and  his  men  committed  unheard- 
of  excesiH'B  iu  the  few  hours  they  remained  in  iSalta,  murdering  and  pillaging  its  inhabi- 
tants and  carrying  off  an  enormous  booty. 

Just  before  the  mail  steamer  left  Kosario  news  arrived  that  Governor  Luque  of  Cor- 
dova ha<l  resigned  his  post. 

The  Banda  Oriental  seems  also  to  be  on  the  eve  of  new  troubles.  The  papers  report 
that  a  certain  Colonel  Aparicio,  one  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Blanco  party,  has 
crossed  from  Entre  Rios  to  the  left  margin  of  the  Uruguay,  somewhere  between  Pay- 
sauda  and  ISalta,  accompanied  by  a  few  followers,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  raising 
the  standard  of  revolt  against  General  Flores's  government.  It  is  also  reported  that 
General  Urcpiiza  and  the  Entre  Rios  government  have  endeavored  to  frustrate  Colonel 
Aparicio's  expedition,  and  given  timely  waniing  of  it  to  the  authorities  of  Paysanda. 

October  28. — ^The  news  of  Colonel  Aparicio's  intended  invasion  of  the  Banda  Oriental, 
communicated  from  here  by  telegraph  to  Montevideo,  has  caused  there  considerable 
excitement.  It  is,  however,  believed  that  the  move  is  an  isolated  attempt,  which,  if 
discountenanced  by  General  Urquiza,  will  be  easily  put  down. 

October  29. — ^I'he  regular  steamer  from  Corrieutes,  due  yesterday,  did  not  arrive,  and 
there  is  in  consequence  a  dearth  of  news  to-day. 

The  Standanl  has  the  following  in  regard  to  Colonel  Aparicio : 

"  Yesterday  we  heard  that  Aparicio  is  one  of  the  greatest  Blanco  Caudillos  of  the  day. 
He  it  was  who,  wheu  Flores  entered  Montevideo  in  1865,  made  a  great  raid  into  Rio 
Grande,  carried  off^irisoners  of  war,  and  liberated  slaves  by  the  hundred.  Re^^pecting 
his  pwiigree  there  is  much  obscurity ;  at  an  humble  mud  rancho  on  the  wayside  in 
the  Florida  district,  it  appears,  he  first  saw  light.  He  has  figured  in  most  of  the  unhappy 
broils  of  his  country,  l^ofotind  political  olServers  regard  him  as  the  creature,  the  tool, 
of  othei-s,  who,  now  that  the  elections  are  approaching,  find  it  convenient  to  have  him 
running  about  the  country.  What  truth  there  may  be  in  this  version  it  is  difficult  to 
say;  but  the  calling  out  of  the  national  guards  is  inevitable,  a»  is  also  the  result  of  the 
elections  uuder  such  circumstances." 

October  30. — The  Espigador  steamer  ftx)m  Corrieutes  arrived  yesterday,  and  brought 
the  news  of  some  partial  fighting  in  Paraguay,  in  which  the  allien,  as  usual,  accordmg 
to  their  own  account,  have  obtained  another  success.  The  following  is  the  Standard's 
version,  which  agrees  with  what  is  given  by  the  other  papers : 

"  SUCCESS  OF  THE  ALLIES. 

"The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Tigre  yesterday,  at  3.15  p.  m.:  On 
the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  a  Brazilian  ambuscade,  composed  of  three  divisions  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABQENTIKE  BEPUBLIC.  241 

eamlrf ,  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  the  allies,  surprised  eight  hundred  Paraii^ayans, 
taking  two  hundred  prisoners  and  killing  three  hundred.  Th^Brazilians  lost  seventy 
to  eighty,  rank  and  hie,  and  one  comet  killed  and  one  captain^ounded. 

"  Ou  the  same  morning,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  an  Argentine  ambuscade,  composed  of 
two  dlTisions  of  cavalry,  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy ;  and  at  the  moment  when 
victory  was  still  doubtful,  Colonel  Vidma  arrived  with  a  squadron  of  the  '3d  regiment 
of  cavalry,  which  charged  furiously,  completely  defeating  the  Paraguayans,  who  left 
eighty  dead  on  the  field.  The  Argentine  loss  was  sixteen  rank  and  file  and  three  officers 
woonded  and  one  officer  killed.  At  the  last  moment  it  was  reported  that  a  picket  of 
one  hundred  men,  with  its  commander,  had  passed  over  to  the  Argentine  camp.'' 

Tbe  Tribuna  of  to-day  publishes  a  long  letter  of  Sefior  Hector  S.  Varela,  co-proprietor 
of  that  paper,  from  Pans,  giving  an  account  of  a  brilliant  speech  made  by  him  at  the 
peace  congress,  held*at  Geneva,  in  defense  of  republican  institutions,  and  more  paiticu- 
larly  of  the  United  States  and  the  republics  of  South  America,  which  had  been  viru- 
lently attacked  by  a  M.  Dupasquier. 

From  Cordova  the  news  of  GU>vemor  Luque's  resignation  is  confirmed.  It  appears 
that  when  he  sent  it  in  to  the  legislature  the  latter  showed  some  disinclination  to  accept 
it,  and  Governor  Luque  then  informed  that  body  that  he  liad  delegated  the  governor- 
ship into  the  hands  of  a  Seiior  Pefia,  an  extreme  liberal,  until  his  successor  should  be  duly 
elected. 

October  31. — ^With  reference  to  the  last  news  from  the  seat  of  war,  the  following  letter 
of  the  Standard's  correspondent  contains  some  interesting  details : 

"  THE  WAR  IN  THE  NORTH. 

"  C0RRIENTE8,  Oct4)her  25,  1867. 
•  "Gentlemen:  All  I  can  communicate  with  certainty  respecting  the  last  battle  is 
that  the  Paraguayans  sought  the  combat  and  sot  worsted,  leaving  four  hundred  killed 
or  badly  hurt,  and  two  hundred  prisoners.  The  allied  loss  is  reported  to  have  been 
\tTy  insignificant.  Other  versions  state  the  loss  ou  either  side  to  be  nearly  equal. 
Caxias  was  to  have  marched  from  Tuyu-Cu6  on  the  24th  to  take  a  position  at  Tayi.  It 
i^  not  known  here  if  he  has  efiected  the  desired  purpose.  If  he  can  accomplish  it,  and 
maintain  himself  at  that  point,  the  reduction  of  Humaita  must  soon  follow.  The  cholera 
is  on  the  decline  at  the  difterent  encampments ;  still  it  is  far  from  being  extinct.  Every 
precaution  is  bein^  taken  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  the  plague.  The  sale  of  all  cou- 
Kryes,  no  matt-er  if  of  fleslr,  fruit,  or  fish,  is  strictly  prohibited.  Due  attention  is  given 
to  cleanliness,  while  aU  care  is  bestowed  on  those  that  are  convalescent ;  four  and  five 
pataeones  are  paid  for  fowls  for  the  sick.  At  Itapiru  measures  are  in  progress  to  remove 
the  garbage.  Here  no  preventive  steps  will  be  thought  of  until  the  plague  is  widely 
disseminated,  when  ^sauve  quipeuV  will  be  the  watchword — people  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions to  escape  perdition.  Till  now  the  authorities  and  denizens  in  general  are  indiffer- 
ent as  to  w^bat  may  come — ^Brazilian  gold  absorbing  every  other  consideration.  Ai^ 
extensive  conflagration  of  hay  has  been  going  on  at  Isla  de  It'apini  for  the  past  three 
davB ;  many  hundreds  of  bales,  said  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Dufoui',  have  been  con- 
sumed. It  is  supposed  to  have  been  purposely  set  on  fire,  which  is  probable,  as  the 
flames,  when  first  discovered,  were  seen  to  issue  from  different  parts  of  the  pile.  The 
loss  is  a  serious  one,  as  much  of  the  provender  was  in  a  sound  condition.  Holders  of 
the  article  here,  since  the  fire,  have  advanced  their  prices. 

'•Yesterday  tne  steamer  Paysander  passed  upwards,  with  a  brig  in  tow ;  both  vessels 
were  loaded  with  horses.  Other  remittances  of  horses  are  daily  arriving  at  Paso  de  la 
Patria  frf)ui  all  parts  of  this  province,  as  well  as  Entre  Rio^  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
hibitory decree.  Most  of  the  anunalB  are  stolen  ones.  However,  few  questions  are 
aniked  as  to  how  the  sellers  became  possessed  of  the  horses.  The  brute,  as  soon  as  sold, 
ha8  its  ear  clii)ped.  which  at  once  determines  the  ownership  in  an  indisputable  manner. 
It  ia  U)  be  hox>ed  tne  allies  will  bestir  themselves  and  bring  the  wretched  war  to  a  con- 
clusion, now  that  they  have  a  good  supply  of  sound  horses,  in  all  respects  fit  for  the 
campaign,  while  those  of  the  enemy  are  known  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  service.  The 
Sb«tere  of  Mercy  have  arrived,  and  proccjeded  to  their  destination.  Here  has  been  a 
large  sale  of  every  description  of  goods ;  the  value  of  the  amount  sold  was  55,000  pata- 
cones.  Many  of  the  articles  sold  would  have  brought  more  in  Buenos  Ayres. 
"I  remain  yours,  truly, 

"  SINBAD." 

Colonel  Aparicio,  whose  invasion  of  the  Banda  Oriental  has  been  already  alluded  to, 
appears  to  have  retraced  his  steps  and  crossed  over  again  to  Entre  Rios  territory.  He 
has  been  subsecxuently  arrested  at  Concordia  by  the  gefe  politico  of  that  department, 
Don  Justo  Carmen  Urquiza. 

Xortmher  1. — ^The  following,  relative  to  proceedings  in  the  Santa  F6  legislature,  is  an 
extract  from  the  Standard's  Kosario  correspondent : 

"The  legislature  of  Santa  F6  will  meet  again  for  the  dispatch  of  business  on  Fiiday 
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next.  Dr.  Quintana  intends  presenting  a  project  of  a  minnte,  to  be  addressed  to  iht 
national  government,  pfaying  tliem  to  conclade  the  war  by  arranging  a  peace  with 
Faraway.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  pass  with  a  large  majority.  The  commu- 
nication commences  with  this  strong  language : 

^*  ^  As  no  voice  has  been  raised  wi^iu  the  precincts  of  the  national  assembly,  (to  m^ 
for  peace,)  it  falls  upon  the  people  to  do  it.  to  the  shame  of  those  who  have  not  fulfilled 
their  duty.'" 

New  governors  have  been  elected  in  the  provinces  of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan,  in  the 
first  a  SeQor  Villanueva,  and  in  the  second  a  Sefior  Zaralla.  They  both  belong  to  the 
liberal  party  and  ei\joy  a  cood  reputation. 

A  lieutenant  colonel  and  a  m^jor  of  the  late  Confederate  States  service  are  reported 
by  the  papers  to  have  arrived  here  from  the  headquarters  of  the  allied  army  in  Pank 
guay,  recommAided  to  the  national  government  by  President  Biitrc,towhom  they  have 

Eroposed  to  raise  a  foreign  legion,  composed,  if  possible,  of  North  Americans  and  Eng- 
slimen,  for  service  in  Paraguay.    The  name  of^the  first  of  them  is  McTnor. 

November  2.— On  account  of  yesterday  being  a  closed  holiday,  no  papers  appeared  this 
morning,  and  there  is  no  news. 

Xovember  3. — ^The  Tribuna  publishes  a  translation  in  Spanish  of  a  note  which  I 
addressed  to  Don  Luis  Varela,  brother  of  its  proprietors,  Don  Hector  and  Don  Mariano 
Varela,  congratulating  him  upon  the  remarkable  oratorical  triumph  of  his  brother 
Hector  at  the  peace  congress  of  Geneva,  in  its  session  of  11th  September  last,  in  defense 
of  assaile<l  progress  and  civilization  under  republican  institutions  in  this  hemisphere. 

The  news  from  Montevideo  is  not  very  satisfactory.  General  Floree,  eldest  son  of 
Colonel  Fortunato  Flores,  whose  brutal  behavior  obUged  his  father  to  send  him  to 
Euroi>e  al>out  three  or  four  months  ago,  has  just  returned  to  Montevideo  from  Paris,  to 
the  great  disgust  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  general.  It«s  reported  that  in  consequence 
of  this,  Sefior  Flangini  will  resign  the  x>ortfolio  of  foreign  affairs,  and  his  successor  is 
likely  to  be  SeBor  Bustamento.    With  reference  to  this  tue  Standard  of  to-dav  says : 

"  Things  in  Montevideo  look  rather  stormy  a^ain ;  the  ^vemment  has  notified  Gen- 
eral Suarez  that  for  the  present  he  must  remam  in  the  city  and  abandon  his  proposed 
excursion  to  the  camp.  This  is  doubtless  on  account  of  some  information  received 
respecting  the  sqnashed-up  invasion  on  the  Uruguay;  but  even  in  the  city  afiifttrsare 
in  an  unsettled  state.  Minister  Flangini  has  sent  in  his  resignation,  also  maiur  of  the 
officers  of  the  liberated  battalion ;  afl  this  is  said  to  be  owing  to  the  prematuir  retnra 
from  Paris  of  Fortunato  Flores,  the  son  of  the  governor.  It  is  thought  that  Sefior  Bus- 
tameute  will  succeed  Flan^ni;  his  promotion  will  be  a  loss  to  Montevideo,  since 
he  has  made  an  excellent  chief  of  police,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  any  one  so  wcH 
qualified  to  fill  this  important  post." 

Xovemher  4. — A  great  public  open  air  meeting  took  place  yesterday,  in  one  of  the 
principal  squares  of  this  city,  in  accordance  with  a  printed  invitation,  as  a  public  man- 
ifestation in  honor  of  Sefior  Hector  Varela,  for  his  great  success  at  Geneva.  The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended,  several  speeches  were  made,  and  funds  collected  to  present  an 
album  and  a  gold  medal  to  Sefior  Varela, 

The  French  gunboat  Decide  arrived  yesterday  firom  Corrientes,  having  on  board  M. 
Cochelet,  late  French  consul  in  Asuncion.  She  has  also  brought  dispatehes  for  this 
legation  from  the  United  States  legation  in  Paraguay. 

Xorember  5. — A  telegram  from  Montevideo  announces  the  arrival  there  of  the  Marceb 
Diaz,  a  Brazilian  transport,  direct  from  the  seat  of  war,  with  news  that  on  the  29th 
ultimo  an  action  took  jAace  between  the  Paraguayans  and  Porto  Alegre's  forces  at 
Tuvuti,  which  resulted  in  the  latter  occupying  three  of  the  enemy's  trenches  on  the 
rirfit  flank  j  the  loss  on  both  sides  is  reported  to  have  been  considerable. 

The  pubbshed  correspondence  from  the  seat  of  war  reaches  only  to  the  27th,  up  ta 
which  date  the  only  news  of  importance  was  the  assurance  that  cholera  had  completdyi 
disappeared.  J 

A  file  of  Paraguayan  papers  to  the  5th  of  last  month  has  come  to  hand.  If  anv  credi 
is  to  be  attached  to  the  statements  of  the  Semanario,  it  would  appear  that  the  mm 
patriotic  and  indomitable  spirit  of  resistance  pervades  all  classes  of  Paraguayans,  vb 
are  animated  by  unbounded  confidence  in  their  ruler,  and  in  the  ultimate  triumph  i 
the  Paraguayan  arms  in  this  sanguinary  war  of  independence.  These  papers  teem  wil 
accounts  of  public  meetings  held  b^  the  Para^ayan  ladies,  and  eloquent  speecht 
made  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  raising  contributions  of  jewelry  and  other  objed 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

They  also  contain  some  interesting  data  on  the  commerce  between  Paraguay  ad 
Bolivia,  which  seems  to  be  so  much  on  the  increase  that  the  latter  republic  hi 
appointed  a  consul  general  in  Asuncion. 

Xorember.  6. — General  Mitre's  official  report  to  Vice-President  Paez  of  the  action  ( 
the  29th  ultimo  is  published  in  to-day's  papers.  This  action,  which  had  been  eit 
neously  reported  to  have  taken  plac«  at  Tuyuti,  happened  near  a  place  to  the  north  I 
Humaita,  called  the  "  Potrero  Ovella."  This  Protrero  Ovella  is  tne  oouvemng  poil 
of  all  the  roads  that  lead  from  the  interior  to  Humaita^  a  position  strong  oy  natai 
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*and  rendered  more  so  by  the  fortifications  raised  by  Lopes  to  protect  it.  It  conld  only 
be  approached  by  a  narrow  causeway,  along  which  the  Bra^^ans,  under  the  imme- 
iliate  onlers  of  G^eneral  Mena  Barret o,  charged  with  the  bayonet,  and,  after  ^utferiug 
eousiderable  losses,  succeeded  in  carrying  the  position.  Marquis  de  Caxias's  official 
report  to  General  Mitre  of  this  action  is  herewith  appended : 

POTIOBO  OVELIA.— TAYI. 

[OfflciAl  dispatch  from  the  MarqaU  de  Caxias  to  General  Mitre.] 

"Headquarters  Tuyu-CuA, 

"^brcwdcr  1,1867. 

"I  have  to  inform  yon  that,  according  to  information  received  from  Brigadier  J.  M. 
M.  Bameto,  charged  by  me  with  the  operation  already  known  to  your  excellency,  he 
marched,  on  the  morning  of  the  29tb  ultimo,  at  the  head  of  a  force  composed  of  the  1st, 
2d,  7th,  Bth,  and  9th  battalions  of  infantry  of  the  line,  and  23d  and  24Ui  of  volunteers, 
f*)iir  pieces  of  artillery,  fifty-four  sappers,  and  first  and  second  divisions  of  cavalry, 
arrivinc  at  the  bridge  of  the  Arroyo  Hondo,  when  he  left  one  of  the  cavalry  divisions  to 
^nard  tnat  {losition  and  the  rear  of  the  expeditionary  force.  Continuing  his  march  and 
approaching  the  Potrero  Ovella,  he  received  information  from  the  vanguard  that  a  line 
of  skirmishers  was  in  sight,  supposed  to  be  the  vanguard  of  a  superior  force.  He  then 
ordered  his  own  skirmishers  to  advance,  protected  by  the  1st  and  lid  regiments  of 
cavalry,  he  following  with  the  bulk  of  the  column. 

"  He  might  have  advanced  about  half  a  league,  when  Colonel  Manuel  de  Oliviera 
Baeno,  who  was  engaged  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  sent  word  that  he 
was  in  possession  of  a  pass  leading  to  a  redoubt,  which,  after  the  action,  he  found  to  be 
defended  by  two  deep  ditches,  and  in  the  flank  covered  by  marshes,  and  in  front  by  a 
narrow  anu  deep  lake.  He  then  onlered  the  before-mentioned  brigadier  to  advance 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  protected  by  two  columns  of  cavalry  in  echelon,  supported 
by  a  battalion  of  infantry,  masked  by  a  line  of  skinnishers,  which  kept  up  a  fire  with 
thoee  of  the  enemy.  He  sent  two  battalions  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  pass,  and  two 
others  in  the  direction  of  the  redoubt,  followed  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  rear. 
The  colmnn  thus  proceeded  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  and  were  soon  engaged  in  a 
bloocl'Aont'est,  resulting  in  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  not  only  from  their  first  lines 
aheacly  described,  but  froni  the  others,  equally  well  protected  by  extensive  and  deep 
swamps.  The  lines  were  carried  successively  by  our  troops  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
I  have  much  pleaisure  in  saying  that  General  Mena  Barreto  reports  that  oflicers  and  men 
alike  distinguished  themselves. 

"  The  enemy  then  endeavored  to  retreat  within  the  fortifications  of  Humaita,  but 
were  pursued  and  completely  cut  to  pieces  by  our  cavalry.  Wo  have  burietl  eighty 
Paraguayan  corpses,  and  have  taken  fifty-six  prisoners,  besides  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition and  arms.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty men. 

''According  to  my  instructions,  General  Mena  Barreto  marched  yesterday  at  5.30  in 
the  morning,  with  a  strong  force  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  reconnoiter  the  bar- 
ranca of  Tay  i.  He  halted  there  at  7.30,  sending  forward  a  picquet  of  carbineers  to  explore 
it.    It  was  discovered  that  there  were  no  intrenchments. 

''Our  two  guns  then  fired  upon  a  steamer  in  the  river  Paraguay.  She  replied  with 
two  shots  that  did  not  reach  the  barranca,  and  then  steamed  away  towards  Humaita. 
We  made  two  prisoners,  one  of  them  a  sergeant,  who  formed  part  of  the  giiard  at 
Tayi,  which  had  fled,  leaving  a  few  lances  and  fortification  tools  m  our  possession. 

''At  11.30  Brigadier  Mena  Barreto  returned  to  the  Potrero  Ovella,  leaving  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  at  TayL 

'^Afterwards  I  received  news  that  the  before-mentioned  steamer  had  returned,  accom- 
panied by  another.  They  commenced  to  bombard  Tayi,  and  succeeded  in  burning  some 
carts  I  had  placed  there  to  imitate  pieces  of  artillery.  The^  fired  also  at  the  brush- 
wood on  the  banks  of  the  river,  thinking  naturally  we  had  infantry  conceoJed  there. 
A  third  steamer  was  seen,  but  she  passed  up  the  river.  One  of  their  steamers  and  an 
armed  raft  remained  all  the  day  in  the  port  of  Tayi. 

^  From  what  we  have  hitherto  ascertained,  there  exists  a  rood  by  the  coast  of  the  river 
Paragnay  to  Humaita.  The  Potrero  Ovella  is,  we  find^  about  three  leagues  in  extent, 
and  composed  of  woods,  lakes,  and  marshes,  all  of  which  we  have  explored.  There  is 
roaming  within  it  a  number  of  scattered  cattle,  which  we  shaU  collect  on  the  first 
opportunity. 

'^The  town  of  Pilar  was  explored,  and  it  was  found  that  there  exists  neither  sarrison 
nor  fortifieation  of  any  kind.  The  few  people  who  were  there  on  our  arrival  had  em- 
barked  in  ralila,  and  remained  in  the  center  of  the  river. 

"Congratulating  your  excellency  on  this  new  triumph  over  the  enemy,  I  have  oni^ 
to  Gommnnioate  that  orders  have  been  g[iven  to  the  general  in  command  of  the  expedi- 
tionaiy  force  to  retain  the  present  positions  nntU  further  instructions.'' 
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The  Tribune  of  to-day,  in  its  telegraphic  news  from  Monterideo,  says : 
"It  is  beyond  doubt  that  Flangini  will  shortly  withdraw  from  the  Foreign  Office. 
SeQor  Bustameute  is  to  be  named  prime  minister,  and  will  also  discharge  ad  interim  the 
duties  of  foreign  minister,  uutil  the  return  from  Europe  of  Selior  Hector  Varela,  who  is 
to  succeed  Flangini." 

November  7. — ^The  Standard  publishes  to-day  my  note  to  Seiior  Don  Luis  Yarela,  allu- 
ded to  under  date  of  the  3d  of  this  month ;  it  is  herewith  appended : 

the  u^^tei>  states  legation  and  mr.  l.  varela. 

"  Legation  op  the  Unffed  States  op  America, 

Buenos  Ayrefj  November  1,  1867. 
"  My  Dear  Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  signal 
success  which  your  distinguished  orother,  Seflor  Don  Hector  F.  Varela,  has  achieved  in 
his  masterly  speech,  delivered  in  the  most  worthy  and  eloquent  manner  at  the  peace 
congress,  in  Geneva,  during  its  session  of  the  11th  September  ultimo,  in  defense  of 
assailed  progress  and  civilization  under  republican  institutions  in  this  hemisphere. 
This  manly  apd  nobl«  defense  will  live  as  a  lasting  monument  of  respect  and  sincere 
gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  American  people  north  and  south. 
"  I  am,  with  sincere  regard,  your  obeoient  servant, 

"A.  ASBOTH. 
"  Selior  Don  Luis  Varela,  Buenoa  Ayres.^ 

The  last  mail  from  Paraguay  has  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  President 
Lopez's  eldest  son,  killed  in  a  late  cavalry  engagement. 

Certain  of  the  native  local  papers  having  given  currency  to  some  absurd  information 
about  President  Lopez,  said  to  have  been  communicated  by  the  PYench  consul,  the 
Standard  of  this  morning  makes  the  following  remarks : 

"  Respecting  the  assertions  ascribed  to  the  French  consul,  some  have  foundation.  The 
imprisonment  and  ill  treatment  of  Mr.  Capdevila  is,  for  instance,  too  true,  and  the  gen- 
eral complexion  of  the  gossip  from  Humaita  may  be  more  or  less  well  painted ;  but  the 
absurd  history  of  the  caged  timers,  to  which  Lopez,  like  a  second  CaUgula,  flings  his 
human  victims  to  be  devoured,  is  an  abonynable  mlsehood.    And  the  circumsta^^  that 


not  exjiosea.  it  is  a  pity  tnat  our  colleagues  snouia  go  out  ot  tneir  way  to  publish  silly 
exaggerations,  as  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  interior  of  Humaita  is  doubtless  quit*^  bad 
enough,  and  we  are  all  pretty  well  disposed  to  believe  that  the  resources  of  the  ruler  of 
Paraguay  are  well  nigh  exhausted.  Let  the  allies  push  on  their  reinforcements  and  be 
above  calumny.  Marshal  Caxias  is  at  least  better  employed,  and  we  find  on  the  29th 
of  October  General  Mena  Barreto,  under  his  orders,  took  x>osse8sion  of  a  very  important 
position,  which  may  lead  to  final  results." 

November  8. — ^The  Standard  of  to-day  has  the  following  leader  on  the  position  of  the 
allies: 

"the  position  op  the  allies. 

"  Never  since  the  commencement  of  the  Paraguayan  war  has  the  campaign  possessed 
so  much  interest  for  the  general  reader  as  at  present ;  the  allies,  profiting  by  dearly 
bought  experience,  are  at  last  adopting  tactics  which  must  result  in  either  hemming  in 
the  Paraguay  army  at  Humaita  or  forcing  the  enemy  to  attack  on  disadyantageous 
terms.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  no  book  or  guide  at  our  command  to 
describe  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  operations,  but  as  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  hasty  sketches  in  the  Semanario,  the  allies  are  entering  localities 
every  way  dangerous  to  an  invadei.  At  Tayi,  a  commanding  position  on  the  Pwa- 
gu^yan  river,  just  a  stretch  above  Humaita,  there  is  an  immense  isleta  or  jungle,  in  the 
vicmity  of  which  already  a  sanguinary  battle  has  bef  n  fought ;  according  to  the  Para- 
guayan version,  the  Brazilians  were  driven  back  here  on  the  3d  with  great  loss,  while 
the  allies  claim  a  great  victory  on  the  occasion.  The  subsexjuent  operations,  however, 
remove  all  doubt  as  to  this  fight,  for  we  find,  on  the  27th,  a  regular  nand-to-hand  fi^ht 
at  a  point  midway,  called  Potrero  Ovello.  This  jjotrero  occupies  a  very  commanding 
position  a  little  out  of  Humaita  and  on  the  road  to  Asuncion;  here  were  posted  the 
abastecedores  of  the  army^  and  since  the  move  of  Caxias  to  Tnyu-Cn^,  Lopez  has  had 
hundreds  of  his  soldiers  digging  trenches  and  strengthening  the  ]>osition.  Up  to  the 
3d  ultimo,  Caxias,  it  appears,  Imew  nothing  of  this  place,  but  the  fights  at  the  isleta 
taught  him  the  topography  of  the  ground,  and  on  the  27th  ultimo  a  powerful  division 
was  dispatched  to  take  the  place  by  storm.  The  brave  cossacks  of  Kio  Grande,  under 
General  Andrade  Neves,  and  seven  battalions  of  infantry,  under  Salustiano,  marched 
in  single  file  through  a  tortuous  path  from  the  allied  encampment.  The  road  passes 
through  a  glen,  where  a  handful  of  Paraguayans,  if  well  posted,  might  have  held  tbe 
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pa«6  and  checked  the  invaders ;  bnt  the  Brazilians  encountered  no  opnosition  until  they 
came  face  to  face  with  the  enemy  at  the  Potrero.  The  enemy  seemed  to  trust  more  to 
the  streDj^h  of  their  position  and  their  bravery  than  to  numbers.  Two  hundred  and 
hft>'  Paraguayans  held  the  place  undismayed  at  the  splendid  charge  of  the  Brazilians; 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  the  bayonet ;  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  sternly,  well 
dirvctc<d'  and  concentrated ;  but  the  Brazilians  with  equal  heroism  charge<l  up  to  the 
yen*  ditches  at  donble-ouick  step.  The  Rio  Grande  cavalry  won  new  laurels,  and  dash- 
ing up  to  the  verytrenclies  of  the  Paraguayans,  saberd  the  pinners.  The  Paraguayans 
never  flinched  an  inch  until  they  saw  the  Brazilians  at  their  flank;  they  then  retreated 
in  ffood  order  to  Humaita,  the  nature  of  the  country  being  such  as  to  impede  pursuit. 
'*  Important  as  is  this  position  in  a  strategic  point,  it  costs  the  Brazilians  dearly,  and 
those  who  know  the  difficulties  attending  tlie  attack  of  an  intrenched  {>osition  will  not 
read  with  surprise  that  the  Brazilians  had  over  five  hundred  liara  de  colhbatj  whilst  the 
enemy  did  not  lose  a  tenth  of  that  number.  A  very  sad  episode  occurred  during  the 
fitjht.  Colonel  Oliviera,  who  but  the  day  previously  ha<l  been  promoted,  was  shot  dead 
by  a  subaltern  officer,  owin^  to  some  high  words  passing  between  them.  The  position 
"nte  gained  by  the  Brazilians  was  occupied,  and  the  Marquis  Caxias,  in  person, 
iDHpected  the  place,  and  ordered  the  cavalry  to  hover  about  Tayi,  whilst  the  artillery 
mounted  some  brass  pieces  to  command  the  river.  The  Ptiragua^'bn  guard  at  Tayi  only 
nnmbered  a  sergeant  and  a  few  men.  From  the  willful  weakness  of  the  place  it  is 
thought  that  Lopez  wishes  to  ^et  the  Brazilians  in  this  dangerous  spot,  but  lines  of 
the  allies  are  so  extended  that  if  Lopez  adopts  the* first  Napoleon's  tactics  the  allies 
vill  find  out  tReir  error.  The  allies  at  present  stretch  over  an  immense  extent  of 
country,  and  the  only  feature  in  their  favor  is  that  the  enemy  may  be  said  to  be  with- 
out cavalry.  During  the  last  month  the  allies  have  invariably  attacked  with  success, 
and  a  summary  of  the  various  engagements  shows  great  advantages  gained  by  the 
allies  and  heavy  losses  by  the  enemy.  This  has  led  to  a  com^dete  change  of  tactics  on 
the  |iart  of  the  allies ;  large  divisions  are  at  present  penetratmjg  the  country,  and  very 
possibly  ere  long  we  shall  hear  of  the  crossing  the  Tebicuan  and  the  occupation  of 
Villa  Rica.  Porto  Alegre  has  been  ordered  to  move  to  the  right,  and  thus,  in  fact,  form 
the  rear-guard  near  Tuyu-Cu^ ;  the  evident  object  of  this  move  is  to  strengthen  the 
allied  line  which  shuts  Lopez  in  the  peninsula,  but  all  these  movements  and  tactics  can 
only  have  one  result ;  a  terrible  and  sanguinary  battle  has  to  be  fought.  Ten  thousand 
despertRe  Paraguayans  have  to  force  their  way  into  the  country ;  the  allies  under  no 
circumstances  can  avoid  this,  and  the  sooner  it  comes  to  pass  the  bettor  for  friend  and 
foe;  the  base  of  operations  will  evidently  be  the  Villa  Pilar,  when  Porto  Alegre  evacu- 
ates that  most  useless  of  all  positions,  the  fens  of  Tuyuti.'' 

The  telegraph  wires  from  the  Tigre  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Uruguay  steamer 
with  dates  from  the  allie<l  camp  to  the  3d  instant.  Great  fighting  has  b^n  going  on. 
On  the  2d  the  Paraguayans  made  an  attempt  by  land  and  water  to  retake  ther  iM)sitions 
of  Potrero  Ovella  and  Tayi  to  the  north  of  Humaita,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss 
on  both  sides,  whilst  the 'next  morning  l)efore  dawn  they  surprised  the  allies  in  their 
rear  at  Tuyuti,  and  very  nearly  succeeded  in  taking  possession  of  Porto  Alegre's  whole 
encampment;  here,  too,  they  were  eventually  repulsed,  but  although  they  suffered 
great  losses  they  contrived  to  inflict  even  greater  losses  on  the  allies,  and  carried  off 
wveral  pieces  of  artillery,  after  setting  fire  to  the  Argentine  sutler's  camp. 

To-day*8  Standard  has  the  following  leader,  implying  a  covert  threat  to  Lopez,  which 
I  have  reason  to  believe  has  been  inspired  in  an  official  quarter : 

''kngushmkn  in  paaaquay. 

'*  If  President  Lopez  has  ever  speculated  on  the  chances  of  intervention  in  his  favor 
from  abroad,  or  of  uomestic  changes  in  the  states  now  hostilizing  him,  he  must  by  this 
tiiue  be  thoroughly  undeceived.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  his  posi- 
tion wiU  be  altered  by  any  occurrence  extraneous  to  the  natural  course  of  the  cam- 
paifpi.  We  may  t4ike  it  for  granted  that  he  must  rest  the  issue  of  the  contest  on  liis 
own  military*  resources.  What  m^y  be  the  strength  of  these  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  form 
any  reliable  estimate ;  but  the  latest  re^Mrts,  after  careful  sifting  of  ex  parte  state- 
ments, present  unmistakable  signs  of  that  gradual  exhaustion  so  long  predicted. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  since  the  war  commenced,  the  bonds 
of  the  triple  alliance  have  been  more  firmly  knit  than  at  this  moment.  The  primary 
stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  that  Lopez  shall  abdicate  his  power,  runs  more 
chance  than  ever  of  being  exacted  to  the  letter.  The  Brazilian  empire,  it  is  certain, 
will  shrink  before  no  sacrifice  of  men  or  money  to  attain  that  object. 

'*  As  far,  then,  as  we  can  judge  from  appearances,  liopez  is  either  obstinately  fencing 
with  his  late,  or  he  is  the  dupe  of  parties  personally  interested  in  the  continuance  of 
the  war.    Neither  of  these  alternatives  is  very  creditable  to  his  sagacity. 

"We  may  say  safely  that  we  have  never  been  the  political  advocates  of  General 
Lo]iez.    We  have  always  considered  his  system  of  govenmient  as  an  anachrouiHUi,  and, 
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even  more,  as  an  impoBsibility,  confronted  as  it  mnst  be  by  the  steady  advance  of  Euro- 
pean ideas  in  these  re^ons.  But,  in  common  with  many  of  our  fellow-conntrynien,  we 
have  sometimes  closed  our  eyes  to  his  political  acts,  and  have  chosen  to  contemplate 
him  only  in  the  light  of  a  niier  who,  on  the  margin  of  a  desert,  and  sturoimded  by  an 
indigenous  population,  has  made  great  efforts  to  foment  industry*  and  introduce  the 
mechanical  arts.  In  fostering  these  he  has  employed  the  revenue  of  the  country  with 
an  uprightness  which  defeats  calumny,  and  has  patronized  and  well  treated  the  English 
and  other  foreigners  who  have  aided  him  in  the  attempt. 

"  What  sympathy  we  may  still  entertain  towards  Ueneral  Lopez  we  cannot  better 
expend  than  in  cautioning  him  against  Information  which,  for  mercenary  ends,  may  be 
given  him  to  disguise  the  real  truth  of  his  position.  If  his  position  is  such  as  it  is  now 
commonly  represented,  he  may  be  sure  that  his  enemies  are  not  sanguinary,  and  that 
they  willbe  only  too  glad  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  escape,  if  he  chooses  to  accept 
it.  Impartial  spectators  of  the  events  now  in  progress  would  advise  him  to  do  so  with 
all  convenient  speeil. 

^'  But  it  is  possible  that  other  counselors  of  President  Marshal  "Lo-pez  may  ridicule 
this  officious  advice,  as  well  as  the  views  which  seem  to  prevail  as  to  the  |)08ition  of  a 
}>otentate  who,  far  from  being  in  the  straits  we  speak  of,  is  secure,  they  would  tell  us,  in 
the  assurance  of  ultimate  triumjih.  In  that  case,  we  have  even  greater  reason  for  now 
adverting  to  a  question  of  more  serious  import  to  us  than  mere  speculation  as  to  the 
result  of  a  contest  in  which  we  are  neutral. 

"  There  are  still  Englishmen  in  the  employ  of  General  Lopez ;  and  were  we  not  averse 
to  parallels,  that  might  be  thoughtlessly  drawn  between  him  and  another  distant 
potentate  with  whom  Great  Britain  is  now  about  to  cast  up  accounts,  we  would  say 
there  are  still  certain  Englislmien  forcibly  detained  in  captivity  by  General  Lopez. 
But  we  prefer  to  consider  tuem  as  foreigners,  who  from  choice  of  interest  have  entered 
his  service,  and  who  have  hitherto  faithfully  ser\'ed  him.  From  the  nature  of  their 
callings,  civil  rather  than  military,  we  can  yet  hope  that,  propria  motu^  he  will  be 
inclined  to  accept  their  resignation,  although  he  may  have  lately  refused  that  booi^to 
a  direct  demand  in  their  behalf. 

**  President  Marshal  Lopez  must  be  aware  that,  as  far  as  Europe  is  concerned,  his 
future  reputation  is  boimd  up  in  the  safety  and  honorable  treatment  of  foreign  resi- 
dents in  Paraguay,  and  we  can  scarcely  believe  the  too  coumionly  expressed  opinion 
that  Lopez,  now  brought  to  bay,  is  callous  to  praise  or  censure,  present  or  posthmnous; 
and  that  the  safety  of  the  foreigners  in  his  clutches  has  no  other  guarantee  but  the 
immediate  personal  ends,  the  caprices  of  a  barbaiian. 

"On  the  contrary,  we  see  in  his  diplomatic  notes  that  he  makes  some  sacrifice,  even 
of  veracity,  to  give  a  plausible  colormg  to  his  acts,  when  they  are  to  be  judged  in  dis- 
tant countries,  or  where,  in  his  own  aunost  pathetic  words,  "his  voice  cannot  reach." 
We  know,  also,  that  he  spends  lar^e  sums  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  enable  his  a^nts 
in  London  or  Paris  to  represent  his  proceedings  favorably  to  the  civilized  world.  We 
may,  therefore,  reasonably  conclude  that,  as  it  lias  been  remarked  of  the  rest  of  us,  he  is 
neither  so  great  a  philosopher  as  to  be  above  censure,  nor  so  great  a  beast  as  to  be 
beneath  it. 

"  And,  moreover,  when  he  reflects  on  the  rcsi)onsibility  of  holding  in  his  hands  the 
lives  of  a  few  innocent  foreigners,  he  will  probably  hesitate  before  he  permits  any  will 
ful  injury  to  them,  either  in  the  h(mr  of  his  triumph  or  of  his  falL  In  the  former  case, 
he  would  risk  the  fruits  of  his  success  by  incurring  the  vindictive  and  instant  chastise- 
ment which  we  can  positively  assure  him  powerful  European  nations  are  preparing  to 
inflict ;  and  in  the  latter  case,  whilst  permitted  to  live,  he  would  be  branded  as  a  mon- 
ster, or  would  subject  his  memory  uselessly  and  gratuitously  to  the  execration  not  only 
of  his  immediate  enemies  but  of  the  world  in  general.'' 

With  reference  to  the  new  British  minister  near  this  government  the  Standard  says: 

"  Mr.  William  Lowther,  whose  appointment  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  has  been  announced  by  the  telegram  fr-om  Montevideo,  is  the  youngest 
son  of  Colonel,  the  honorable  Henry  Cecil  Lowther,  (M.  P.  for  Westmorelamy  brofiier 
to  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale.  Mr.  Lowther  was  bom  in  1821,  and  married,  in  1863,  Chariotte, 
youngest  and  only  surviving  daughter  of  Lord  Wensleydale,  by  whom  he  has  a  large 
family.    He  is  one  of  the  oldest  secretaries  of  embassy  in  our  diplomatic  service.^ 

Norember  9. — The  papers  to-<lay  publish  full  details  and  official  reports  of  the  late 
fighting  in  Paraguay.  The  battle  of  Tuyuti^  viewed  in  any  light,  is  a  oloodv  and  ncly 
business,  and  shows  the  danger  the  allies  incur  in  having  their  line  stretched  too  far 
to  be  safe  from  attacks  such  as  the  one  they  suffered  at  Tuyuti  on  the  3d  instant.  In 
the  action  of  Tayi  there  seems  to  be  no  question  that  the  Paraguayans  were  worsted. 
They  landed  in  three  steamers,  attacked  and  got  repulsed  compfeteiy,  and  of  the  three 
steamers  one  was  sunk  by  the  Brazilian  artillery,  the  other  burnt,  and  the  third  entirely 
disabled.  The  following  detailed  account  of  the  Tuyuti  business,  as  well  as  Marquis 
de  Caxias'  official  report  of  the  affair  at  Tayi,  are  from  today's  Standard: 
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"the  late  BATTT.E8  OP  TCYUTI  AND  TAYI. 

"  TuYUTi,  November  4, 18G7. 

'^  At  daybreak  (4|  a.  m.)  yesterday  morning  the  Parognayans  made  a  fearful  oiiHlaugbt 
on  our  position.  The  sutl'ers  and  camp  followers  sufi^red  heavily  at  the  hands  of  the 
cowardly  enemy,  who  plundered  and  murdered  all  before  them.  From  one  of  the  run- 
away merchants  I  gleaned  the  following,  which  I  hasten  to  communicate,  knowing 
your  anxiety  to  have  a  full  and  true  account  of  the  engagement. 

"  Scarcely  had  the  sun  peeped  above  the  horizon,  dispelling  the  dark  shades  of  night 
and  lighting  ujp  the  neighboring  woods  and  valleys  with  it«  million  rays,  when  we 
were  startled  by  the  ring  of  musketry  on  our  right ;  presently  the  war  clan^  increased, 
and  it  became  evident  that  the  Johnson  battery,  held  by  the  Correntino  division,  was 
being  assailed.  The  rapid  discharge  of  two  heavy  guns,  followed  by  a  deadly  silence, 
too  plainly  proclaimed  the  issue  of  the  fight,  at  least  so  I  felt,  knowing  that  the  few 
Correntinoe  left  there  could  never  hold  out  against  any  formidable  attacking  column. 
My  conviction  was  shared  by  the  Brazilian  generals,  who  hurried  forward  their  men 
on  the  first  sound  of  alarm.  While  all  aronnd  was  bustle  and  excitement.  General  Porto 
Alegre,  with  becoming  serenity,  scanned  from  a  slight  eminence  in  front  the  whole  line, 
adopting  instantaneously  the  most  energetic*  means  of  defense. 

"The  enemy  must  have  numbered  8,000  bayonets,  for  the  most  infantry.  They 
advanced  in  loose  file,  quick  pace,  but  ^ood  order,  and  extended  over  our  entire  front 
line.  The  coluwn  approached  in  two  divisions,  the  first  of  w^hich  fell  deliberately  on 
our  right  as  if  to  carry  all  before  them,  wliile  the  second  or  reserve,  from  a  little  to  the 
rtar,  practiced  a  series  of  harassing  assaults  on  the  Brazilian  left.  The  combat  deepens 
around  our  ramparts,  of  which  the  enemy  boldlv  endeavored  to  possess  themselves ; 
the  Brazilian  reserves  dispute  their  own  hand  to  hand  with  the  assailants,  w^hose  num- 
bers at  length  prevail  over  valor  and  discinline ;  the  Paraguayan  banner  waves  triumph- 
antly over  the  heai>s  of  slain  as  the  Brazilians  fall  back  on  Porto  Alegre^s  headquarters; 
here  they  concentrated  and  awaited  the  advance  of  their  comrades. 

"This  slight  incident  was  the  turning  point  of  the  whole  day,  and  this  early  repulse 
it  was  which  threw  the  final  victory  into  the  hands  of  the  allies. 

"  For  whUe  the  enemy,  unable  permanentlv  ^  occupy  the  position,  were  actually 
impeded  in  their  retreat  by  the  trenches  they  nad  so  dearly  won,  our  retrogratle  move- 
ment, without  entailing  disorder,  had  so  contracted  our  line  of  defense  that  we  -were 
enabled,  with  a  small  force,  to  hold  at  bay  the  fiercest  assaults  of  the  enemy  until  our 
reserves  came  up,  which  quickly  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  Nothing  but  the 
stem  determination  of  our  veterans  could  withstand  the  hairbrained  daring  of  the 
enemy;  and  as  each  column  advanced  larse  gaps  were  opened  in  their  massive  lines  by 
onr  own  incomparable  gunners.  We  had  now  time  to  loa<l  and  take  delil^erate  aim 
with  our  field-pieces,  for,  as  the  Paraguayans  were  unprovided  wnth  artillery,  they 
could  not  get  at  us  except  with  the  bayonet,  no  easy  matter  either,  behind  stone  walls. 
It  may  be  Lopez  had  calculated  on  capturing  our  ^ins  and  ammunition,  and  in  this  he 
was  not  out,  for  two  fine  rifled  pieces  were  left  behind  by  the  Brazilians;  but  in  future 
the  gallant  mar^al  would  do  well  to  instruct  his  braves  in  the  use  of  **  spiked  cannon ;'' 
he  would  doubtless  find  it  of  great  service  in  concluding  a  campaign  with  men  who 
"never  give  up  the  ship."  I  am  more  inclined  to  believe,  however,  that  the  marshy 
and  woode<l  nature  of  the  country' through  which  they  marched  would  not  permit  of  a 
lon^  carriage  train,  otherwise  it  was  a  grievous  error,  and  entirely  blastea  the  fruit 
which,  with  a  little  judgment,  might  have  ripened  imdor  the  dazzling  rays  of  their 
early  success. 

"In  this  critical  moment  the  rapacity  of  our  savage  enemy  proved  our  best  friend. 
During  one  of  those  occasional  lulls,  whilst  the  enemy  were  organizing  a  ftesh  attack 
and  we  preparing  to  receive  them,  dense  volumes  of  thick  black  smoke,  commingled 
with  flamt«,  were  wafted  by  on  the  morning  breeze;  overcome  by  the  suffocating  vapor, 
we  stood  motionless  on  our  arms  until  aroused  by  the  commotion  among  the  camn  fol- 
lowers. It  was  indeed  a  life  and  death  struggle  for  these  defenseless  wretches ;  all  yho 
could  not  fly  were  butchered  as  the^  stocSl,  their  goods  robbed,  and  houses  burned. 
When  Porto  Alegre  saw  this,  he  charged  at  the  heau  of  a  picked  corps,  driving  back 
the  enemy  with  dreadful  carnage.  From  this  dates  the  enemy's  repulse,  which,  as  the 
day  wore  on,  was  followed  by  increased  disonler. 

^*  General  Homos  coming  up  with  the  San  Martin  3d  of  the  line  and  Correntino 
divisions,  charged  home  on  the  broken  masses,  retaking  the  lost  trenches  and  compel- 
ling the  pnrsu^  to  leave  behind  all  their  booty  except  two  light  guns,  which,  despite 
the  noble  efforts  of  the  allied  horse,  were  carried  oft'  to  Lopez,  the  scanty  trophies  of 
that  bloody  day. 

"The  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  fearfully  heavy ;  more  than  two  thousand  of  their 
dead  were  buried  by  the  victor.  The  trenches,  streets,  and  even  the  huts  of  the  little 
viUaae  are  filled  with  slain,  so  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  pare  on  horseback.  Our 
ownloea  may  be  laid  down  at  seven  to  eight  hundred,  including^many  Argentine  and 
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Brazilian  officers.  The  valiant  Porto  Alegre  luM  two  horses  shot  nnder  him^  and  was 
finally  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  left  arm.  Major  Castilla  led  the  Pafa^ayan  charge, 
and  was  killed  by  Alegre  whilst  tearing  down  the  Brazilian  flag  from  the  battlements 
in  front  of  the  imperial  commander^s  tent.'' 

[Second  digpatch.] 

"  Headquarters,  Tutu  CuA,  November  2, 1867. 

"I  hasten  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions,  Brigadier  J.  M.  M. 
Barreto  attacked  Tayi  with  the  infantry  under  his  orders. 

"  Disposed  in  parallel  lines,  supported  by  three  columns  of  attack,  one  on  the  right, 
one  in  the  center,  and  one  on  the  left,  they  charged  with  the  bayonet  with  the  greatest 
intrepidity,  and  ^vanced  up  to  the  iutrenchmeuts  which  the  enemy  ha<l  raised  with 
incredible'  celerity,  and  not  only  did  our  troops  tdke  these,  but  they  completely  defeated 
two  battalions  of  infantry,  eight  hundred  strong,  without  firing  a  shot,  killing  five 
hundred  and  taking  sixty  prisoners.  Many  of  the  enemy  in  escaping  threw  themselves 
from  the  banks  of  the  river  into  the  water. 

"  Our  4-pounders  fired  with  such  certainty  at  the  three  steamers  in  front  of  Tayi, 
(and  whicn  no  doubt  had  conveyed  thither  the  forces  engaged,)  that  one  of  them  was 
sunk,  another  burned,  and  the  third  moved  oflf  with  her  paddle-wheels  damped. 

"  It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to  transmit  such  favorable  intelligence,  and  the 
more  so  that  Brigadier  Baireto  informs  me  our  loss  did  not  exceed  thirty  men  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

"MARQUES  DE  CAXIAS." 

A.  ASBOTH. 


.  •  Mr,  Seward  to  Mr*  Asboih. 

Ko.  52.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Febmary  20, 1868. 
Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  the  correspondence*  which  has  taken 
place  between  this  dep'artment  and  Mr.  Marsh,  United  States  minister 
at  Florence,  on  the  subject  of  an  Italian  fleet  from  the  Mediterranean  to 
the  waters  of  the  La  Plata. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Alexander  Asboth,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Worthington. 

No.  2.J  Department  of  State, 

WashingtoUy  Avgust  19, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruc- 
tiont  addressed  by  this  department  to  James  Watson  Webb,  esq.,  United 
States  minister  to  Kio  de  Janeiro,  relative  to  the  recent  refusial  of  the 
Brazilian  commander  on  the  Parana  River  to  allow  the  United  States 
ship  of  war  Wasp  to  pass  the  blockade  of  that  river  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  Mr.  Washburn  on  his  return  to  the  United  States, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Henry  G.  Worthington,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfec,  &c. 

*  For  inclosures  see  corre«i)ondence  with  the  United  States  minister  to  Italy. 
t  For  this  inclosnre  see  instruction  No.  233,  August  17, 1868,  to  the  United  States 
minister  to  Brazil. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ARGENTINE  ifepUBLIC.  249 

Mr.  WorthhigUm  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

X0.2.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSj  September  11, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  on 
the  29th  of  August,  having  sailed  with  my  family  from  New  York  on 
the  23d  of  July,  and  proceeded  directly  to  my  post  of  duty.  On  Monday, 
August  31, 1  communicated  with  Senor  Eufino  de  Elizalde,  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  inclosing  with  said  communication  copy  of  my  letter  of 
credence  and  the  remarks  I  would  make  upon  the  occasion  of  my  pre- 
sentation, and  requested  the  appointment  of  the  time  when  such  pre- 
sentation to  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic  could  be  had.  On 
the  evening  of  the  31st  I  received  a  reply,  designating  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember for  such  ceremony.  On  Tuesday,  the  1st,  I  was  taken  violently 
sick,  and  being  confined  to  my  bed,  at  my  request  the  presentation  was 
deferred  until  this  day  at  1  o'clock,  and  which  will  take  place,  not,  how- 
ever, in  time  for  me  to  write  my  dispatches  for  the  steamer,  which 
leaves  here  at  the  hour  fi:sed  for  this  ceremony.  I  will  therefore  defer 
traosmitting  to  the  department  copies  of  the  correspondence  until  my 
next  dispatch,  so  as  better  to  preserve  system  and  regularity  in  my  cor- 
respondence. 

'As  we  sailed  from  New  York,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  beconve 
acquainted  with  Senor  Domingo  F.  Sarmiento,  who  was  returning  to  his 
country  from  his  diplomatic  mission  to  t^e  United  States,  in  anticipation 
of  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  this  republic.  We  cultivated  with 
and  for  each  other  a  most  friendly  feeling,  and  it  gave  me  pleasure  to 
find  him  so  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  On  our  arrival 
at  Bahia,  Brazil,  he  received  positive  information  of  his  election,  and 
communicated  said  information  to  me.  The  flag-ship  of  the  South  Atlan- 
tic squadron.  Admiral  Davis  commanding,  being  in  that  port,  honored 
him  with  a  salute  as  we  left  that  harbor  for  Eio  de  Janeiro.  The  same 
compliment  was  paid  him  by  our  ships  as  we  left  the  harbor  of  Eio  de 

Janeiro. 

•  ••••• 

The  general  opinion  prevails  now  that  the  war  is  rapidly  approaching 
its  conclusion.  I  can  hardly  share  in  that  conclusion.  By  recent  news 
(yesterday's  boat)  the  allies  have  free  navigation  to  Tebicuari,  but  it  is 
a  noticable  fact  that  every  fortification  occupied  by  the  allies  had  been 
abandoned  by  Lopez,  who  has  retired  to  the  interior  at  the  head,  it  is 
said,  of  about  sixteen  thousand  men,  and  fortified  himself  at  Villeta,  where 
it  is  said  he  will  give  battle  to  the  armies  of  the  alliance.  The  allies  do 
not  relax  in  their  determination  to  continue  the  war  until  Lopez  and  his 
power  is  destroyed,  and  this  resolution  has  been  strengthened  by  the- 
news  brought  by  yesterday's  boat,  which  created  a  profound  sensation  in 
this  city.  This  news  is  regarded  as  most  reliable.  You  will  discover 
from  the  same  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  that  country.  The 
outrage  to  the  American  minister  has  developed  the  feeling  of  hostility 
which  all  Americans  residing  in  this  citj^  entertain  towaMs  Lopez.  I 
have  no  definite  news  relative  to  the  Wasp. 

The  news  above  referred  to,  and  which  I  add  to  this  sheet,  has  been 
published  in  all  the  papers. 

I  have  taken  this  from  the  Standanl,  which  is  our  English  paper, 
dated  this  day. 
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THE  WAK  IN  THE  NORTH— ARBn'AL  OF  THE  PABANA, 

The  mail  steamer  from  Paraguay  has  brought  news  of  much  importance,  and  advices  of 
the  most  afflict  inccharacter.  At  first  we  remst'd  to  believe  the  accounts  of  the  wholesale 
butcheries  in  the  Paraguayan  camp,  which  our  colleagues  published.  We  had  hoped,  for 
the  sake  of  common  humanity,  that  the  stories  from  the  mouths  of  deserters  and  prisoners 
of  war  were  but  a  tissue  of  mlHchoods ;  but  we  deplore  the  fact  that  subsequent  advices 
oonfirm  the  sad  narrative,  and  this  desperate  war  is  about  to  wind  up  with  one  of  the 
bloodiest  chapters  that  has  defaced  South  American  history. 

The  onwairl  march  of  the  allied  army  seems  unchecked  by  a  single  contrdempi. 
General  Osorio,  at  the  head  of  the  vanguard,  has  crossed  the  Tebicuari  without  meeting 
the  enemy. 

It  appears  that  the  commander-in-chief  onlered  the  squadron  to  pass  n^  the  river, 
enter  the  Tebicuari,  and  bombard  the  enemy.  To  this  mandate  the  admiral  rephed 
that  it  was  impossible  to  enter  the  Tebicuari  for  want  of  water;  but  Caxias  con- 
sulted with  some  skilled  Paraguayan  pilots,  who  insisted  that  there  was  snfflcient 
water  for  the  iron-clads,  whereuiwu  Caxias  repeated  the  order,  informing  the  admiral 
of  what  the  pilots  said.  The  admiral  at  once  weighed  anchor  and  got  up  to  the  ap- 
pointed place  and  commenced  shelling  away ;  but  soon  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
fact  that  the  enemy  had  long  since  lied,  and  ha<i  marched  to  the  headquarters  at  VUletau 
Upon  Caxias  being  informed  of  this,  he  at  once  ordered  Osorio  to  advance  with  the 
vanguard,  swim  the  Tebicuari  with  his  troopers,  and  establish  his  quarters  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Tebicuari,  all  or  which  this  brave  officer  did  without  a  moment's  delay.  A 
general  order  for  the  whole  allied  army  to  advance  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  was  then 
^ven,  and  all  the  steamers  in  the  river — even  the  transports — were  ordered  up  to  ferry 
flie^roops  across  the  river. 

Timbo  is  razed ;  it  never  was  a  place  of  any  strength ;  but  the  little  fortress  which 
the  Paraguayans  had  constructed  has  been  dismantled,  and  will  not  be  occupied  by 
the  allies. 

•The  little  town  of  Pilar  is  now  crowded  with  shipping.  When  the  allies  entered  the 
place  they  found  the  inhabitants  were  all  fled,  and  everything  of  worth  or  value  carried 
off.  A  kind  friend  who,  it  appears,  would  stop  at  nothing  to  nelp  the  Standard,  entered 
the  church  and  carried  off  one  of  the  ngures  for  the  Standard  museum.  Although  most 
anxious  to  enrich  our  museum,  which  has  cost  us  many  years  to  get  to  its  present  posi- 
tion, we  confess.«that  we  lament  any  subscriber  of  ours  should  presume  in  this  way  to 
obtain  an  article  of  pious  virtu  ;  and  we  receive  the  gift  only  on  the  strict  nndenitand- 
ing  that  when  the  war  terminates  we  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  restore  it  to  the  little 
chapel  in  question. 

Humaita  will  soon  be  deserted :  the  Argentine  troops  under  Gelly  have  received  orders 
to  march,  and  the  few  dealers  who  had  temporarily  established  themselves  there  now 
move  up  in  the  wake  of  the  army. 

Lauuz  and  Lozica,  the  army  contractors,  keep  a  remarkably  small  stock  on  hand. 
They  seem  to  think  that  the  war  may  collapse  at  a  day's  warning,  and  thev  wish  there- 
fore to  be  on  the  right  side.  All  their  stores  are  kept  afloat.  Mr.  Riestra  keeps  almost 
nothing  on  shore.  The  supply  of  forage  haa  fallen  off  of  late,  and  arrivals  of  hay  and 
com  are  now  looked  for. 

GeUy  Obes  has  obtained  very  imx>ortant  advices  from  a  Paraguayan  officer  who  has 
been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Brazilian  forces  whilst  marching  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tebicuari.  He  stated  that  the  picket  which  he  held  was  stormed  and  taken  by  the 
Brazilians  on  the  27th,  and  that  on  the  2dth  ulrimo  the  remnant  of  the  garrison  swam 
across  the  Tebicuari  to  the  opposite  bank,  where  horses  were  in  waiting  to  convey  them 
to  Lopez's  encampment.  That  some  ten  or  twelve  days  previously,  Lopez,  with  the 
bulk  of  his  army,  had  marched  for  Villeta,  where,  according  to  all  accounts,  Lopes 
intended  to  make  a  stand,  having  fortified  the  place.  That  his  whole  force  numbered 
nine  thousand  men,  with  a  "parque"  of  light  artillery  numbering  over  sixty  pieces. 
That  Lopez  had  rewarded  all  troops  that  had  escaped  from  Humaita  with  a  medaL 
Some  soldiers  with  these  medals  have  been  taken  prisoners. 

That  the  battle  in  the  Chaco  is  claimed  by  Lopez  as  a  splendid  victory,  over  two 
thousand  Argentines  having  perished,  according  to  the  Cabichuy. 

That  Gasper  Campos  is  alive,  but  Colonel  Martinez  de  Hoz  was  killed  in  the  fight; 
his  body  was  recovered  and  sent  to  Lopez,  who  had  it  buried  with  military  honors  on 
the  lonely  banks  of  the  Tebicuari.    The  grave  has  since  been  identified. 

This  officer  fully  confirms  the  report  about  the  revolution^  which,  it  appears,  WM  got 
up  in  Asuncion,  and  most  of  the  principal  men  took  part  in  it.  On  the  Ist  of  Joly, 
Lopez  got  information  of  it.  He  at  once  ordered  the  arrest  of  Captain  Gomez,  the  com- 
mander of  Asuncion,  who  was  sent  prisoner  to  head^uartors.  It  is  stated  that  this 
unfortunate  man  was  tortured  in  order  to  make  him  divulge ;  he  died  in  torture.  Col- 
onel Denis,  commander  of  Cerro-Leon,  was  next  arrested  with  all  his  subordinate*. 
They  were  all  shot.    On  the  same  day  Yenanoio  and  Benigno  Lopez,  brothers  of  Preai- 
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dent  Lopez,  and  Captain  Hermosa,  Venfincio'B  aide-de-camp,  arrived  in  irons  ^Mim  Afiiin- 
cion.    Hennosa  was  at  once  shot. 

For  several  days  prisoners  from  Asuncion  kept  arrtving  by  steamer.  Among  these 
were  Carreras,  Rodnguez,  Telmo  Lopez,  Pereira,  and  all  the  Argentines  and  Orientales 
in  AjBoncion.  All  shot.  La^na,  Garay,  Costa,  and  Lucero,  aUo  shot.  Sinforoso  Cace- 
res  also  shot.    Two  Coirentinos  made  their  e8cai)e.  • 

Whilst  this  lasted  it  was  indeed  a  reign  of  terror  in  Paraguay.  Men  feared  to  speak 
even  to  their  most  intimate  friends.  Several  parties  took  refuge  in  Mr.  Washburn's 
(the  American  minister's)  house,  but  the  rude  soldiery  rushed  into  tne  roomsjand  dragged 
the  unfortunates  out,  heedless  of  the  consequences.  Mr.  Washburn,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  protested  a^inst  the  outrage,  and  notes  have  been  interchanged. 

There  is  no  positive  e\idence  that  Herges  has  been  shot.  He  has  been  arrested  and 
removed  from  office.  Gumecindp  Benitez,  the  editor  of  the  Semanario,  was  named  his 
successor,  as  minister  of  foreign' affairs;  but  Benitez  has  been  arrested  since,  and  will 
be  tried  for  treason.  This  same  officer  declares  that  Lopez  having  reason  to  believe 
that  the  bishop  and  some  of  the  clergy  were  implicated  in  the  conspiracy,  a  guard  was 
placed  on  the  bishop's  residence,  and  three  clergymen  arrested ;  some  of  them,  he  states, 
were  put  to  the  torture.  His  description  of  the  executions  is,  indeed,  too  horrible  to 
relate.  The  first  batch  numbered  nearly  fifty,  among  whom  were  General  Brnguee, 
Colonel  Nunez,  Majors  Mesla  and  Haedo,  and  Captain  Kojas,  all  the  first  and  best  peo- 
ple in  Paraguay.  The  family  of  Rojas  is  one  of  the  oldest,  and  was  the  richest  in  the 
coimtry,  and  we  deplore  the  fate  of  this  talented  young  man. 

These  wholesale  executions  lasted  for  eight  or  ten  aaytf,  the  ruffian  soldiery  vicing 
with  each  other  in  heaping  insults  on  these  unfortunates.  But  their  hour  is  fast  approach- 
ing, and  blessed  be  the  hand  that  shatters  at  a  blow  the  accursed  and  savage  despot- 
ism of  a  rabble  and  shoeless  soldiery. 

We  throw  down  the  affidavit  of  this  prisoner  of  war,  too  shocked  to  continue  such  a 
chapter  of  horrors.  Further  details  would  be  repugnant  to  our  readers.  Whatever 
sympathy  the  heroism  of  the  Paraguayans  may  have  secnre<l  frt)m  an  impartial  public, 
the  awful  butchery  which  surrounds  the  impotent  throes  of  their  tottenug  ruler  calls 
for  execration.  Common  humanity  shudders  at  the  picture  which  tkis  officer  discloses. 
It  may  he  that  such  terrible  episodes  are  necessary  to  uproot  the  power  which  Fraucia 
planted ;  but  the  lesson  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  allies  should  push  on  at 
once  to  finish  the  chapter. 

•  •  •  •  •      •  • 

I  cannot  close  tliis  dispatch  without  adding  that  I  have  received  every 
assorance  of  good  feeling  towards  my  government,  and  I  know  it  to  be 
the  desire  and  purpose  of  the  President  elect  to  cultivate  the  most 
friendly  and  intimate  commercial  relations  between  the  two  governments, 
iu  which  I  will  most  heartily  co-operate. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WOETHINGTON. 
Hon.  WiLLiAai  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Worthington  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSy  September  12, 1868. 
SiB:  The  unexx)ected  departure  of  a  mail  from  this  port  to-morrow 
affords  me  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the  department  the  cor- 
respondence and  circumstances  attending  my  presentation  and  reception 
as  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  to  the  Argentine  Eepublic. 
On  the  3l8t  of  August  I  addressed  to  Seiior  Euflno  d^  Elizalde,  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  a  letter  informing  him  of  my  arrival,  and  requesting 
the  appNointment  of  a  time  for  my  presentation  to  the  President  of  the 
Argentine  Republic^  a  copy  of  which  said  letter  is  hereto  annexed, 
marked  A.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  received  a  reply  to  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  togettier  with  a  translation  of  the  same,  is  hereto 
annexed,  both  of  which  are  marked  6.    As  I  informed  you  in  my  dis- 
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patch  No.  2,  dated  the  11th  instant,  my  presentation  was  deferred,  in 
consequence  of  my  sickness,  by  mutual  verbal  understanding,  until  the 
11th  instant,  at  which  time  I  was  waited  upon  by  Senor  Delfin  B.  Huergo, 
sub-secretary  of  state,  in  company  with  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  President, 
in  the  government  carriage,  which  the  President  very  kindly  put  at  my 
disposition,  and  conducted,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hollister,  United  States 
constd,  whom  I  invited  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony,  to  the  governor's 
mansion,  where  was  provided  a  baud  of  music  and  the  ususd  military 
display,  which  is  part  of  a  custom  of  the  country  attending  this  cere- 
mony. 

On  reaching  the  governor's  mansion  I  was  most  courteously  received 
and  taken  charge  of  by  Seiior  Euflno  de  Elizalde,  by  whom  I  was  pre- 
sented to  his  excellency  the  President,  to  whom  I  addressed  the  remarks 
hereto  annexed,  marked  C,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  previously  transmitted 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  I  was  received  by  the  President,  both 
in  my  official  as  well  as  in  my  personal  character,  with  ever}'  manifesta- 
tion 6t  regard  and  good  will,  as  indicated  in  his  reply  to  my  address, 
which  is  hereto  attached,  with  a  translation  of  the  same,  marked  D.  The 
President  was  surrounded  by  his  entire  cabinet,  in  the  uniform  of  their 
highest  military  rank,  as  well  as  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens  who 
hsS  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony. 

After  the  exchange  of  remarks  between  the  President  and  myself, 
which  was  followed  by  a  short  personal  conversation,  I  was  presented  to 
the  several  members  of  his  cabinet,  from  all  of  whom  I  re<5eived  expres- 
sions of  admiration  for  our  government,  and  their  great  desire  to  see 
cultivated  more  intimately,  if  possible,  the  good  relations  between  the 
two  governments.  These  ceremonies  being  concluded,  I  returned,  accom- 
panied by  the^ame  escort,  to  my  hotel,  .after  which  I  made  the  usual 
visits  to  the  various  officers  of  the  government  and  members  of  the 
diplomatic  corps  resident  here. 

All  the  circumstances  attending  this  ceremony  afford  the  most  grati- 
fying assurance  of  the  happy  relation  existing  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, and  I  feel  confident  that  I  will  encounter  no  difficulty  in  preserving 
this  good  correspondence. 

Kothingof  any  consequence  has  developed  itself  since  my  last  despatch, 
except  the  speculation  indulged  in  by  the  press  as  to  who  vnH  succeed 
Senor  Sarmiento  as  minister  to  the  United  States.  There  seems  to  be 
considerable  unanimity  in  the  belief  that  this  distinction  will  be  accorded 
to  President  Mitre,  a  gentleman  of  flue  martial  bearing,  and,  I  learn,  of 
fine  cultivation  and  ability,  and,  withal,  ha\ing  a  high  appreciation  of 
the  sui>^rior  excellence  and  advantage  of  our  system  of  government  and 
its  institutions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngUm^  D.  C. 


A. 

Mr,  Worthingtan  to  Senor  Rufino  de  Elizalde, 

Legation  of  the  Untfed  States, 

Buenoe  Ayres,  August  31, 1868. 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  my  arrival  here  aa  the  minister  of  the  United  Stete* 
to  reside  near  this  government,  and  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  abetter  from  the  Pnasi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC.  253 

dent  of  the  United  States  accrediting  me  as  sach,  and  respectfully  request  the  appoint- 
Dieiit  of  a  time  and  place  at  which  I  may  be  admitted  to  present  personally  a  sealed 
letter  of  credence  addressed  by  my  government  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the 
Argentine  Republic.  I  also  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herein  the  remarks  which  I  shall 
address  to  tJie  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic  in  behalf  of  my  government  at  said 
presentation. 

With  great  consideration,  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 
years, 

His  Excellency  RuFiNO  de  Euzaldr, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


HENRY  G.  WORTHINGTON. 


B. 

Senar  Rufinode  Elizalde  to  Mr,  Worthington, 

[TraiialaUon.1 

Departmisnt  of  Foreign  Reu^tions, 

^         BueMB  Ayresy  August  31,  1868. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatcft  of  this  date,  by  which  you 
please  to  inform  me  of  your  arrival,  and  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  his  Excellency 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  credits  you  in  the  character  of  minister  resi- 
di»nt  to  this  government.  • 

The  President,  to  whom  I  have  delivered  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  speech  you  propose 
to  address  on  presenting  the  credentials,  has  fixed  the  2d  instant,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  in 
order  to  receive  your  excellency  with  that  purpose  in  the  government  house. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  Mr.  Worthington  the 
awnnince  of  my  highest  consideration. 

RUFINO  DE  ELIZALDE. 
His  Excellency  General  Henry  G.  Worthington, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


C. 

Mr.  President:  In  presenting  myself  near  your  government  as  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  I  am  especially  charged  by  the  President  of  my  government  to  communi- 
cate to  yon  the  great  satisfieMstion  with  which  he  regards  the  harmony  and  the  good 
understanding  which  has  existed  and  which  has  been  so  successfully  maintained  between 
the  two  governments.  He  therefore  has  authorized  me  to  exi)ress,  in  behalf  of  the  Great 
Republic  of  the  North  to  her  sisters  of  the  South,  the  best  wishes  of  mv  government  for 
the  development  of  your  resources,  for  the  prosperity  of  your  people,  and  for  the  stability 
of  our  systems  of  government,  which  so  eminently  testiiiee  the  excellence  of  republican 
iustitations. 

In  commencing,  Mr.  President,  my  official  relations  with  the  Argentine  Republic,  I 
am  inspired  with  a  confidence  that  those  relations,  which  have  been  so  pleasantly  main- 
tained by  my  distinguished  predecessors,  and  which  I  shall  be  so  careful  to  preserve 
during  my  residence  in  your  countr>',  will  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  both  governments 
by  a  preservation  of  the  happy  correspondence,  and  I  assure  your  excellency  that,  both 
in  my  personal  efforts  as  in  my  official  relation,  nothing  shiul  be  left  undone  to  con- 
tribute to  that  result. 

And  now  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  your  excellency,  accrediting  me  as  minister  to  reside  near  this  government. 


D. 

(Tranalation.! 

Sir:  I  am  pleased  with  receiving  the  letter  which  credits  yon  as  minister  resident  of . 
the  Unit^  States  of  America  to  the  government  of  the  Argentine  Republic  |  and  I 
acknowledge  the  fraternal  wishes  you  express  in  her  name  for  our  prosperity  and 
aggrandizement. 
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The  analog  of  our  respective  institutions  and  the  common  interests  of  both  ooantn«t 
will  powerfully  contribute,  sir,  as  the  result  of  your  mission,  to  render  even  stronger,  if 
it  be  x>ossible,  the  bonds  of  perfect  friendship  which  happily  link  them,  testifying  at 
the  same  time  the  excellency  of  the  republican  principles  they  both  profess. 

The  people  and  government  of  the  Argentine  Republic  do  not  forget  what  they  are  in- 
debted for  to  the  ureat  Republic  in  the  recognition  of  their  iude^udencc,  and  bearing 
in  mind  the  high  examples  given  them  by  her  on  the  track  they  follow,  I  greet  in  their 
name,  through  your  distinguished  person,  the  people  and  government  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  their  happiness. 


Mr.  Worthington  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract]     . 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSj  Argentine  Republic^  October  13,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  of  dispatch  No.  2,  dated  August  19th,  1868,  inclosing  copy  of 
dispatch  No.  233,  dated  August  17th,  1868,  addressed  to  James  Watson 
Webb,  esquire,  United  States  minister  to  Eio  de  Janeiro.  It  is  a  source 
of  congratulation  that  this  question  has  reached  a  solution  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Wasp,*as  ordered  by  the  government,  and  her  return  to  this 
place  on  the  20th  of  September,  with  Charles  A.  Washburn,  United 
States  minister  to  Paraguay,  ana  his  family,  on  board.  Mr.  Washburn 
having  informed  me  that  he  had  transmitted  elaborate  dispatches  by 
this  steamer,  I  am  relieved  of  the  duty  or  necessity  of  writing  much  about 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Paraguay,  or  the  movements  of  the  allied 
armies.  It  is  well  to  observe,  however,  that  no  important  progress  is 
being  made,  the  situation  being  the  same  a«  mentioned  in  my  Sspateh 
No.  2.  Yesterday,  Mr.  Sarmiento  was  duly  and  formally  inaugurated 
President,  and  Dr.  Alfonsa  Alsina  vice-president  of  the  Argentine  Hepub- 
lie.  The  ceremonies  Were  impressive  and  orderly,  nothing  of  an  insnb- 
ordinate  or  revolutionary  tendency  developing  itself.  The  inaugural 
Address  of  the  President  was  well  received,  particularly  those  parts  jn 
"italics''  in  the  copy  I  inclose  with  this  dispatch.  The  diplomatic  corps 
vas  fully  represented,  and  after  the  ceremonies  were  over  \fe  c^ed  on 
the  new  President  in  a  body  and  offered  our  congratulations.  The  cabi- 
net or  ministry  is  composed  of  able  and,  said  to  be,  just  men,  and  is  as 
follows:.  Minister  of  the  interior,  Seiior  Delamacio  Yelez  Sarsfield;  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  Seiior  Mariano  Varela;  minister  of  agriculture 
and  public  instruction,  Seiior  Nicholay  Avellanda;  minister  of  finance, 
Senor  Bei\jamino  Grorostiago;  minister  of  war,  Senor  D.  Martin  Gainza, 
all  of  whom  share  largely  the  feelings  of  the  President  toward  our  gov- 
ernment and  i>eople. 

A  magnificent  demonstration  was  spontaneously  accorded  ex-Pr^- 
dent  General  Mitre,  by  the  citizens  of  this  city,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
retirement  from  his  high  position ;  and  it  is  at  least  suggestive  of  some 
improvement,  that  after  the  expiration  of  his  constitutional  term  of  office 
he  handed  over  to  his  successor  the  government  intact,  the  treasury  com- 
paratively full,  and,  though  engaged  in  a  war,  the  people  enjoying  a 
prosperity  they  never  before  reali^d^  and  to  whatever  position  General 
Mitre  may  be  called,  I  feel  confident  our  government  will  always  find  in 
him  a  reliable  friend.  The  question  of  the  seat  of  the  national  govern- 
ment is  again  exciting  much  interest.  Before  the  last  session  of  the 
national  congress  adjourned  they  located  it  at  Bosario,  but  it  did  not 
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receive  the  sanction  of  President  Mitre.    In  my  judgment  there  is  no 
reasonable  probability  there  will  be  any  change  for  some  years  to  come. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward^ 

Secretary  of  State^  •  Washiufftony  2>.  C. 


ABDKESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Senators,  Deputies,  and  Feixow-citizexs  :  After  the  solemn  oath  which  I  have  Just 
taken,  it  is  needless  for  me  aeain  to  promise  that  I  will  fulfill  the  laws  and  the  coDStitn- 
tion,  by  worthily  exercising  the  autnority  conferred  on  me  by  my  fellow-citizens.  This  is 
my  daty,  my  fixed  resolve,  my  highest  aspiration.  If  rectitude  of  intention  and  a  wish  to 
do  eood  are  claims  npon  the  aid  of  Divine  Providence,  I  dare  to  hope  that  the  busings 
of  Heaven  wiU  at  last  visit  this  part  of  the  earth,  so  long  abandoned  to  the  errors  and 
misfortunes  that  retard  the  process  of  nations  and  their  governments. 

The  attention  of  the  country  is  at  present  naturally  fixed,  after  so  long  and  bloody  a 
^ar,  on  the  exorbitant  sacrifices  imposc<l  on  each  and  all  of  us  for  the  common  safety. 
I  therefore  hasten  to  assure  you  that  the  guiding  spirit  of  my  administration,  and  espec- 
ially in  the  election  of  public  employes,  will  be  to  insure,  by  every  means,  economy  and 
integrity  in  the  disposal  of  the  national  moneys.  I  shall  also  try  to  maintain  our 
rising  credit,  the  source  of  all  wealth,  by  reli^ously  ftilfllling  our  obligations,  and  thus 
strengthening  the  confidence  that  the  nation  is  acquiring  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  constitution  makes  the  President  sole  head  of  tne  administration,  and  I  can 
therefore  solemnly  engage,  since  it  depends  on  my  own  acts,  that  the  administrative 
morality  win  be  complete  during  my  term  of  office. 

/  mHJf^  also  9peak  of  the  war  wherein  we  are  engaged,  and  the  alliance  in  connection  with  the 
mme,  NaOona  have  duties  to  perform  in  respect  for  their  past  history  and  their  future  pros- 
pects, A  war  abandoned  in  disgust  of  weariness,  in  1827,  did  not  give  the  yiuch-desired  peace 
for  six  months;  and  afUr  breaking  the  links  of  union,  there  ensued  a  terrible  tyranny  and 
neries  of  wars,  that  have  not  yet  ended  with  the  fall  of  Humaitd,  The  present  war  seems  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  but  we  must  not  be  too  sanguine,  for  all  judgment  is  at  fault  when  events  depend 
<m  the  caprice  and  unbridled  passions  of  a  semi-harharous  tyrant.  We  must  never  for  a 
mtment  lose  confidence,  bitt  strenuously  prosecute  the  war  till  obtaining  security  for  the  future. 
To  offer  peace  to  an  enemy  that  does  not  sue  for  it  after  so  many  disasters,  would  be 
to  change  our  poaition  from  conqueror  to  conquered.  Such  errors  are  always  dearly 
expiated.  # 

/  trust  that  under  my  government  the  Argentine  Bepublic  tcill  show  itself  worthy  of  its  glo- 
rious antecedents,  and  maintain  its  high  position  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  I  think  that 
the  olliaHoe  uith  Brazil  and  Uruguay  noicise  compromises  the  principles  of  our  government, 
and  I  consider  it  not  only  lawful  and  necessary  but  highly  Jutnorable.  This  alliance  will  be 
maintained  and  faithfully  observed  while  the  security  and  honor  of  the  republic  so  require. 

The  social  and  political  bonds  that  hold  a  nation  together  should  never  be  closer 
than  when  its  honor  and  safety  are  threatened  from  abroad ;  and  you  know  well  how 
£ir  the  republic  has  been  from  ofi^ering  such  an  example  of  duty,  patriotism,  ^id  good 
sense,  on  the  part  of  its  sons. 

Whilst  some  were  filled  with  love  of  country,  participating  in  its  jBjlory  or  disgrace, 
its  greatness  or  humiliation,  and  rushed  forward  to  the  frontier  for  its  defense,  there 
were  others  who  availed  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  take  to  the  highways  or  loin  the 
Indians,  thus  increasing  the  confrision  of  the  time  and  calling  oft'  the  national  forces, 
which  should  have  been  entirely  occupied  in  the  noble  and  heroic  enterprise  of  saving 
the  honor  of  our  flag. 

I  am  stiU  ignorant  of  the  names  of  the  leaders  who  appeared  in  this  obscure  epoch, 
since  they  had  attained  no  notoriety  either  in  the  social  or  the  political  sphere :  I  am 
not,  however,  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  every  government ;  and  foremost  is  tnat  of 
giving  security  to  life  and  property,  keeping  the  high-roads  clear,  and  encouraging 
commerce  and  indiutry. 

The  oonstituiion,  in  all  free  countries,  admits  not  of  discussion  by  force  of  arms.  To  take 
«p  arms  age^nst  the  Eepublic,  no  matter  what  the  pretext,  is  an  act  of  treason,  and  our  oon- 
tUtution,  after  the  model  of  the  United  States,  provides  the  government  with  efficacious  means 
to  pretent  such  a  oalamitif  as  ihat  the  people  should  curse  the  day  on  which  their  constitution 
vasfiramed. 

Meantime,  I  think  I  may  promise  you  that  the  tranquility  which  has  been  disturbed 
in  some  places  wiU  speedily  be  re-established,  and  tnat  the  iU-advised  persons  who 
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took  np  arms  will  quietly  lay  them  aside,  conAding  in  the  national  justice  for  aremedj 
for  their  complaints  whenever  snch  shall  appear  well-founded. 

The  evils  tnat  afflict  the  Argentine  Republic  are  not  of  to-day's  growth,  neither  are 
they  peculiar  to  our  country.  The  spectacle  of  provinces  convulsed  by  insurrection 
has  been  a  constant  repetition  for  the  last  fifty  years,  with  the  same  characteristicfl 
and  features,  and  differing  only  in  names  and  pretexts.  These  social  phenomena  are, 
moreover,  reproduced  throughout  the  rest  of  Spanish  America,  with  only  slight  varift- 
tions  incidental  to  climate  and  other  circumstances.  Few  states  have  become  organ- 
ized after  sixty  years  of  strife  and  contention,  or  can  quietly  set  themselves  down  to 
work  with  security  for  the  future. 

Thus  the  evil  is  deeper  than  seeips  at  first  sight,  and  we  see  chronic  causes  producing 
everywhere  the  same  results.  To  study  the  fatal  causes  of  such  prolonged  inquietude 
would  be  the  noblest  task  of  our  thinking  men,  and  to  cure  them  in  their  origin  ahoold 
be  the  great  aim  of  our  law-makers  in  Congress  and  the  special  study  of  government 

The  insurrectionary  movements  that  call  in  question  every  moment  the  solidity  of 
our  self-chosen  institutions  and  impede  our  progress  have  their  focus  in  the  barbansm 
of  the  country  districts  and  the  ignorance  and  destitution  of  the  poorer  classes.  The 
defense  of  the  frontier  presents  tne  same  features.  All  the  efibrts  of  successive  gov- 
emmeuts,  after  half  a  century,  have  failed  to  protect  the  settlers  from  the  Indiajls; 
and  more  than  once  we  have  seen  the  savage  tribes  invade  our  tribes  as  auxUiariee  of 
this  or  that  faction. 

Public  patience  can  no  longer  tolerate  such  evils,  and  the  time  has  now  arrived  to 
see  if  our  government  is  really  what  it  ought  to  be  under  our  republican  institutions, 
namely,  the  means  of  distributing  the  greatest  iK>ssible  amount  of  felicity  to  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  individuals.  A  nation  loves  not  its  institutions  unless 
when  these  conditions  are  fulfilled. 

The  work  before  us  is  even  of  a  more  pressing  nature.  We  have  Inherited  ignorant 
and  destitute  popular  masses,  and  the  uniformityand  cohesion  which  are  the  essential 
conditions  of  all  societies  have  been  violated.  The  public  powers  are,  nevertheless, 
called  upon  to  foster  liberal  institutions  on  a  soil  thus  badly  prepared,  and  to  combat 
the  difficulties  that  obstruct  the  way. 

Our  situation  is,  however,  neither  desperate  nor  irremediable.  If  population  is  want- 
ing to  fill  our  extensive  territory,  other  nations  only  ask  from  us  security  and  protec- 
tive laws,  and  will  give  us  millions  of  men  who  constitute  their  superabundant  popu- 
lation. If  distances  are  enormous,  steam  shortens  them.  But,  all  these  resources  most 
be  distributed  and  utilized  by  wise  and  even-handed  laws,  avoiding  that,  whilst  the 
elements  of  civilization  accumulate  on  the  coast,  the  remainder  of  the  country  shall 
not  be  abandoned  to  barbarism,  and  that  an  apparent  benefit  shall  not  give  rise  to  fur- 
ther calamities  and  disorders. 

The  public  lands,  under  an  eauitable  system  of  distribution,  will  fix  the  population 
that  is  to-day  houseless,  give  a  liorae  to  the  thousands  of  emigrants  that  come  in  search 
of  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  dej^redations  of  the  hordes  of  tne  desert,  by  efiacing  that 
^verv  desert  which  is  their  theater  and  their  element.  Some  organic  laws  on  education 
will  suffice  to  render  the  prosperity  which  we  are  bound  to  secure  for  future  genera- 
tions a  reality.  Nations,  like  individuals,  have  almost  always  to  blame  the  reckless- 
Ijess  of  their  fathers  for  the  evils  that  afflict  them,     m 

To  spread  civilization  over  that  part  of  the  republic  that  is  as  yet  deprived  of  its 
benefits,  to  provide  efficiently  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier,  to  give  security  to  prop- 
erty and  life,  are  conditions  as  essential  as  the  very  compliance  with  constitutional 
precepts,  because  they  all  tend  to  the  same  end.  A  majority  enjoying  the  liberty  of 
being  ignorant  and  poor  does  not  constitute  an  enviable  privilege  for  the  educated 
minority  of  a  nation  which  is  proud  of  calling  itself  republic^in  and  democratic 

I  repeat  it  again :  the  time  lias  come  to  ponder  seriously  upon  these  grave  social 
questions,  since,  fortunately,  political  ones  are  in  a  great  measure  settled. 

The  national  sentiment  that  leads  us,  without  any  local  preference,  to  interest  our- 
selves in  all  that  aifects  our  common  mother  country,  has  assumed  in  these  later  vears 
a  deeper  intensity.  The  nation  acquires  every  dav  more  consistence ;  and,  thanks  to 
the  progressive  development  of  that  noble  feeling  that  makes  of  an  assemblage  of  indi- 
viduals a  social  being  animated  b^  the  generous  passions  of  heroism  and  justice,  we 
may  soon  hope  that  the  name  of  Argentine  will  be  associated  in  men^s  minds  with 
those  moral,  intellectual,  and  progressive  qualities  that  characterize  a  fr'ee  and  enlight- 
ened people. 

The  general  progress  of  mankind  cornea  also  to  our  help.  Men's  hlood  i$  not  spilt  in  mm 
for  the  supremacy  of  a  principle  ;  and  its  triumph,  once  obtained,  does  not  become  me  ateinmw 
patHmouy  of  tJii  nation  that  h4is  been  its  redeemer.  The  abolition  qf  torture,  Ike  dtst^tpear- 
anoe  of  slatery,  the  liberty  of  conscience,  the  declaration  of  rights  ithich  we  hare  imserlhed  in 
our  constitution,  are  no  conquest  of  ours,  but  a  legacy  which  we  are  bonnd  to  preserve  tated 
In  this  category  we  can  add  to-day  "  The  indissolubility  of  federal  nations.**  A  million  of  men, 
whose  corpses  have  strewn  the  battle-fields,  have  put  the  seal  for  us  and  for  all  federal  repubUcs 
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(m  tki«  mghty  prtndpJe.  Henceforward  there  can  he  neither  nulUflers  nor  separatists j  hut  anly 
traitont  and  criminals. 

Thus  far  we  may  at  any  rato  rest  tranquil.  Our  political  agitations  will  ever  be  pre- 
served within  the  limits  of  the  nationality  which  has  cost  our  forefathers  so  much 
1)l«Mi,  and  of  the  constitution  which  we  ourselves  have  cemented  by  so  many  sacritices. 

1  have  thus  sketclied  the  policy  of  my  government.  I  am  not  cowed  by  the  difti- 
rulty  of  the  undertaking,  although  I  am  not  ignorant  how  much  those  who  are  called 
iipou  to  assume  the  arduous  task  of  governing  are  destineil  to  suffer  for  their  reputa- 
tion and  repose.  I  am  bound  to  siibmit  to  this  doom,  since  our  mother  country  is  not 
yet  Miflieiently  well  organized  to  afford  ei^joyment  to  those  who  are  fortune?s  favorites. 
Bat  I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  contidence  and  the  hopes  reposed  in  me.  Our  history 
rfVfals  to  us  that  we  jiossess  the  conscience  of  good  much  more  than  the  patience  and 
crt|mcity  to  attain  it.  Many  of  those  who  tried  it  died  in  the  attempt  or  in  exile.  It 
is  only  future  generations  that  can  revindicate  the  memory  of  those  faithful  servants 
wIm>  failed  to  be  popular  because  they  preferred  being  deemed  worthy  of  esteem. 

A  majority  has  niised  me  to  power  without  my  having  sought  it ;  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, the  rijijht,  on  taking  possession  of  the  hard  seat  to  which  I  am  called,  t«  ask  that 
that  m^onty  may  continue  united,  and  not  throw  upon  me  alona  the  responsibility  of 
it#own  government.  I  am  bound,  likewise,  t4)  ask  that  it  may  OTtract  to  it«  ranks  all 
tlKwe  who  deserve  to  figure  therein  for  their  patriotic  alms  and  their  libenil  ideaa. 

With  regard  to  those  irho  hare  opposed  my  election^  I  can  only  say  to  them,  in  the  words  that 
Jefferson  addressed  to  his  opponents,  ^^That  they  hare  their  men  rights  and  position  as  citizens 
of  this  conntry,  and  that  I  hare  not  receired  from  the  constitution  any  power  to  change  them  ;" 
and  wiU  conclude  hy  reminding  them,  unth  Lincoln,  "  That  the  electoral  urn  is  the  legitimate 
nuftfiMn'  of  bullets,  and  when  the  suffrage  has  declared  itself,  freely  and  constitutionally,  the 
oalii  appeal  from  its  verdict  is  hy  consulting  again  the  poUing-hooths  of  a  suhset/uent  election.*^ 

l*rot«'cte<l  by  Providence,  in  whose  help  I  confide,  aided  by  the  active  co-oneration  of 
my  fellow-citizens,  guided  by  your  prudent  laws,  honorable  senators  ana  deputies, 
enlightened  by  the  wis<loui  of  my  councillors,  looking  to  the  constitution  as  a  guide 
and  to  the  force  it  places  in  my  hands  as  an  auxiliary,  I  shall  attsuu  the  realization. of 
>ainit»  of  the  liojies  that  I  have  sketched,  and  shall  deliver  up  to  my  successor  the  repub- 
lic undivided,  the  revenue  prosperous,  a  greater  numl>er  of  ha^ipy  and  educatwl  men, 
the  laws  respected,  and,  i>erch»nce,  although  I  scarcely  hojie  it,  the  government  the 
object  of  everybody's  blessing. 


Mr,  Worthington  ix>  Mr,  Seicard, 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

^  Buenos  Ayres,  December  11,  1868. 

Sir:  •  •        ^m  •  •  •  • 

(T^neral  McMalioii,  minister  to  Paragnay,  having  visited  me  here  on 
the  8th  of  November  and  presented  to  me  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  di5«pateh  to  him,  to  wit,  **That  I  ascertain  from  the  government  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  if  all  military  obstacles  to  his  passage  up  the 
river  to  his  post  of  duty  had  been  removed,'^  I  addressed  a  letter  on  the 
IHli  of  the  same  month  to  Mr.  Mariano  Varela,  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs^ 
desiring  said  information,  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  hereto  attached, 
marked  A.  On  the  lOtli  instant  an  answer,  desiring  time  to  consider 
and  consult,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  attached,  marked  B,  with 
translation  corre.si>onding  to  letter.  Immediately  following  the  recep- 
tion of  letter  marked  B,  the  President  of  the  republic,  Mr.  Samiiento, 
communicated  to  me  his  desire  to  have  me  call  on  him.  I  accordingly  did 
so  on  the  11th  instant,  and  found  him  in  a  condition  of  high  excitement 
arising  from  the  report  that  was  in  circulation  that  the  United  States 
squadron,  Rear-Admiral  Davis  commanding,  intended  to  accompany 
General  McMahon  up  the  river,  and  if  necessary  force  their  way  through 
the  lines  of  the  allied  armies.  Up  to  the  time  of  this  intenMew  I  was 
not  informed  of  the  purposes  of  Admiral  Davis  nor  General  McMahon, 
17  D  c— vol.  II 
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except  of  his  intention  to  proceed  to  his  post  of  duty.  I  was  therefore 
unable  and  unauthorized  to  make  any  explanation  to  his  excellency, 
otherwise  than  to  remind  him  of  the  established  policy  of  non-interven- 
tion which  has  been  invariably  pursued  by  our  goveniment.  The  Presi- 
dent then  remarked  that  "  he  was  satisfied  the  United  States  would  do 
nothing  to  embarrass  the  interests  of  the  Argentine  Republic,^  and  that 
"  my  note  of  the  9th  should  receive  an  answer  that  should  be  satisfac- 
tory, but  to  do  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  consult  the  special  envoy  d 
Brazil,  Mr.  Almaral;"  to  which  I  replied  that  "My  instructions  only 
recjuired  me  to  obtain  the  information  desired  from  the  gOverument  to 
which  I  was  acxjredited.'' 

Our  interview  closed  with  the  most  perfect  good  feeling,  and  I  parted 
with  his  excellency  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  assurance  of  his 
kind  and  friendlv  disposition  towards  the  United  States. 

On  the  13th  I  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  answer 
promised  in  his  note  of  the  10th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  in  Spanish,  and 
a  translation  of  the  same,  being  hereto  annexed,  marked  C 

General  McMahon  being  in  this  city,  making  his  an*angements  for  his 
journey  up  the  river,  I  addressed  him  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  attach, 
marked  D.  I  deemed  it  proper  he  should  be  prepared  with  all  the  infor- 
mation and  correspondence  in  the  event  of  any  attempted  delays  or 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  commanders. 

Pn  the  19th  Rear- Admiral  Davis  arrivetl  here  on  the  Wasp,  on  his 
way  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  Kansas,  Pawnee,  and  Quinnebaug. 
His  presence,  and  the  presence  of  our  vessels,  had  already  excited  much 
remark.  The  allies  and  their  friends  were  highly  delighted  at  the  sup- 
posed hostile  status  of  the  United  States  towards  Paraguay,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  conduct  of  President  Lopez  towards  Mr.  Washburn  and 
the  rights  of  his  legation;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  those  here  anxious 
for  peace,  and  in  favor  of  anything  that  will  effect  that  result,  were 
equally  elated,  because  they  believed  the  presence  of  an  American  min- 
ister and  the  admii*al  might  develop  something  that  would  facilitate  a 
speedy  termination  of  the  war. 

Directly  upon  the  admiral's  arrival,  he,  accompanied  by  myself  and 
his  staff,  paid  the  usual  visit  of  courtesy  to  the  President,  and  we  were 
all  received  by  him  with  every  mark  of  respect  and  consideration. 
•  •••••••• 

On  the  21st  of  November  I  addressed  the  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  annexed,  marked  E|  which  was  answered  on  the  23d,  a  copy  of 
which,  with  translation  corresponding  to  letter,  is  hereto  attached, 
marked  F. 

Directly  after  the  reception  by  me  of  the  note  of  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  dated  the  13th,  and  marked  C,  Mr.  Almaral,  the  special  envoy 
from  Brazil  to  the  alliance,  called  on  me  and  said,  "He  called  esi)ecially 
to  assure  me  of  the  jdeasure  it  afforded  him  to  unite  and  conciu*  in  the 
puri>ose«  indicated  in  that  note ;  that  no  communication  whatever  had 
been  submitted  to  Brazil  on  the  question  ;  by  uniting  his  assent  to  that 
of  the  other  allies,  he  hoped  the  United  States  would  regard  it  as  evidence 
of  the  justice  and  good  disposition  of  the  Brazilian  government,  it  not 
having  been  consulted  concerning  it."  I  thanked  him  fortius  expression, 
and  said  I  would  communicate  his  friendly  assurances  to  my  government. 
Since  then  this  minister  has  been  recalled  by  his  government  for  pur- 
poses of  consultation. 

'  On  the  21st  of  November  General  McMahon  and  Admiral  DaxU  left 
here  on  the  Wasp,  and  (by  steamboat  arrived  here  last  night)  I  hear  had 
reached  Paraguay  and  were  in  communication  with  President  Lopei.   I 
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attach  here  an  extract  from  the  paper  of  to-day,  which  is  the  latest 
information  from  that  quarter : 

General  McMahoD,  the  American  minister  accredited  to  Paraijuay,  has  gone  np  the 
rivtr  in  company  with  the  American  admiral.  His  excellency  General  McMahou  hjw 
n-arhed  Angostura,  and  has  held  an  interview  with  Marshal  Lonez.  It  is  not  thought 
pmliable  that  the  difficulties  created  by  Mr.  Washburn  will  lead  to  anything  very 
luiliortant  On  the  contrary,  the  general  belief  is  that  the  arrest  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and 
Masterman  wiU  be  ftilly  and  satismctorily  explained,  and  that  General  McMahon  will 
u^  his  best  exertions  to  mediate,  and  thus  bring  this  protracted  war  to  a  conclusion. 

The  allied  army  haTe  at  last  made  a  movement,  the  difficult  character 
and  results  of  which  we  have  yet  no  authentic  information.  They  have,  • 
however,  crossed  into  the  Ghaco,  and  a  portion  of  the  army  recrossed  so 
as  to  be  in  the  rear  of  Villeta.  Tlius  far,  however,  Lopez  still  remains  at 
Villeta,  showing  no  disposition  to  abandon  that  point.  ^  ven  if  the  entire 
array  should  succeed  in  reaching  the  point  desired,  it  would  only  com- 
pel Lopez  to  abandon  the  river  and  retire  to  the  interior,  and  still  pro- 
long the  war.    The  allies  have  demanded  twenty  thousand  new  troops. 

^Ir.  Minister  Washburn  left  here  on  the  packet  of  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, en  route  for  Washington. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  the  frontier  provinces  is  in-an  extremely  unset- 
tled condition.  While  everything  remains  quiet  in  Entre  Rios  and  CoBri- 
entes,  serious  revolt*  and  disturbances  have  occurred  in  the  pro\ince  of 
8alt08.  I  have  every  confidence,  however,  in  the  capacity  of  the  existing 
administration,  which  I  am  confident  will  not  only  restore  order  in  Sal- 
tos,  but  afford  more  protection  to  the  frontiers  than  they  ever  before 
received. 

Don  Manuel  R.  Garcia,  at  present  secretary  of  the  Argentine  legation 
at  Paris,  has  been  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States.  He  is  represented  as  a  gentleman  of  fine  cultivation,  and,  as 
ansured  me  by  the  President,  to  employ  his  own  language,  "  eminently 
worthy  to  represent  the  Argentine  government  in  the  greatest  liberty- 
loving  republic  in  the  world." 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  can  testify  to  the  healthy  condition  of 
this  country  at  present.  This  time  one  year  ago  the  cholera  was  raging 
here  with  fatal  fury.  Thus  far  we  have  had  none  of  it,  nor  do  I  hear  of 
its  existence  in  the  armies.  The  sanitarj'  arrangements  are  such,  taught 
by  last  year's  terrible  lesson,  that  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  be  free 
from  this  most  unwelcome  visitor. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WORTIIINGTOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  IState^  WaMngton,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Wwihington  to  Senor  Vareln. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BuenoB  AyreSj  Xovember  10, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  this  city  of  General  M.  X. 
McMahon,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  accredited  to  the  republic  of  Para- 
guay, who  is  proceedin^^  to  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  said  republic ;  and  for  the  pur- 
iHJse  of  avoiding  delays  m  the  progress  of  his  Journey  to  his  destination,  I  am  instructed 
"  to  ascertain  whether  the  military  obstacles  to  his  passage  up  the  river  to  his  post  ot 
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duty  linve  been  and  are  now  removed  by  and  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
Argentine  Republic.** 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  pardon  nie  when,  in  view  of  my  absence  from  the  city  for 
several  days,  I  solicit  an  early  answer  to  this  inquiry. 

Cordially  reciprocating  the  consideration  with  which  your  excellency  honors  me,  and 
beg^uj;  ytm  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  great  reganl,  I  have  the  n<mor  to  be  yoar 
obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Don  Mari.vno  Varela, 

Minhter  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


B. 

Seiior  Varela  to  Mr,  Warthington, 
iTranslation.] 

Foreign  Office, 
BuenoB  Jyre»,  yoremhei'  10, 196i?. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  made  the  President  of  the  republic  acquainted  with  the  diR- 
patch  of  your  exceUency,  whereby  I  am  infonned  of  the  arrival  of  General  McMahon. 
minister  resident  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  and  whereby  I 
am  rei|uested  to  inforpi  your  excellency  whetner  the  military*  obstacles  to  his  paaidug 
up  the  river  have  been  and  are  at  present  removed  on  the  part  of  the  government  ol' 
th^  Argentine  Republic.  As  the  inquiry  of  your  excellency  relates  to  the  war  we  sus- 
tain apiiiist  Paraguay,  my  government  needs  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  allies  on  the  answer  to  be  given  to  your  excellency.  This  is  the  reanoo 
why,  notwithstanding  its  good  will,  the  Argentine  government  is  compelled  to  delay 
that  reply  two  or  three  days. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my 
high  and  distinguished  consideration. 

MARIANO  VAREUL 
His  Excellency  H.  G,  Wortuixoton, 

The  Mininter  R&iideni  of  the  Uniied  States  of  America, 


Senor  Varela  to  Mr,  Worthington, 
ITranslatiOD.] 

FoREXON  Office, 
Buenos  Agres,  Xovember  13, 1S6!?. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  Argentine  government  has  solicited  the  assent  of  its  allie«  to 
resolve  on  the  afl'air  spoken  of  in  the  note  your  excellency  made  me  the  honor  to addrpss 
to  nu',  dated  the  10th  of  the  current  month;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say,  in 
answer  thereto,  that  the  allied  governments  order  the  generals  of  their  respective 
forces  n<»t  to  put  any  obstacles  to  the  transit  of  General  McMahon,  save  that  they  find 
it  neci'Ksary  to  delay  him  in  the  interests  of  the  war  operations  that  may  be  at  the 
miint  of  being  executed,  as  it  was  declared  in  the  recent  case  of  the  steamer  Wasp. 
The  allied  governments  are  persuaded  that  General  McMahon,  understanding  the  import- 
ance of  those  operations  and  the  interests  depending  on  them,  will  contribute  on  his 
part  so  that  they  do  not  suffer  any  embarrassment. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  expreasions  of  my 
highest  consideration. 


His  Excellenoy  Henry  G.  Worthington, 
,  The  Minittter  iieitiden\  of  the  Cnited  States  of  America, 


MARUNO  VARELA. 
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D. 

Mr,  WorthingtoH  to  Mr,  McMahon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BuenoH  Atfres,  November  20,  1868. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  dispatch  addressed  me  from  the 
Argentine  Republic  in  relation  to  your  passage  to  the  republic  of  Paraguay. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  yours, 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTON, 
MmUier  Reeident  to  Argentine  and  Vraguay  Ki:puhlke, 
His  Excellency  M.  T.  McAUhon, 

Minuter  Bandent  of  the  United  States  to  the  Republic  of  Paraguay, 


E. 

Mr,  Worthington  to  Senor  Varela, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BuenoH  Agree j  Xopember  21,  1868. 
Sir  :  In  a  general  conversation  which  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic  did 
me  the  honor  to  frant  on  yesterday,  he  expressed  a  desire  to  know  "  the  purinises  for 
which  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  navy,  under  Rear-Admiral  Davis,  com- 
manding the  SoQth  Atlantic  squadron,  were  proceeding  through  the  waters  leading  to 
the  republic  of  Paraguay." 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  presence  of  these  vessels,  as 
well  as  their  purpose  in  prosecuting  their  voyage,  in  no  inanuer  tends  upon  the  part,  of 
the  United  States  to  disturb  the  peaceable  and  friendly  relations  existing  between  our 
^ovenuneuts,  and  which  I  most  earnestly  hope  and  believe  may  be  most  happily  con- 
tinued. 

Rt*newing  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTON. 
His  Excellency  Mariano  Varela, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Senor  Varela  to  Mr,  Worthington, 

[Translation.] 

Foreign  Office,  Argentine  Republic, 

Buenos  Ayres,  November  23,  1868. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  received  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dattMl  the  2l8t  instant, 
whereby  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  declare  that  the  presence  of  the  North  American 
war  vessels  going  up  toParagiuvy  under  Rear-Admiral  Davis  tends  by  no  means  on  the 
|nut  of  the  United  States  to  inte>rrupt  the  good  and  friendly  relations  existing  between 
our  governments,  and  that  your  excellency  firmly  believes  and  hopes  they  will  be  con- 
tinued with  every  success. 

My  govemmeut  cordially  acknowledges  this  frank  declaration,  which  credits  once 
more  Uie  fidelity  of  the  one  which  your  excellency  so  worthily  repre^^ents,  and  which 
(declaration)  implies  the  noble  promise  of  not  using  but  towards  peace  and  frien<l«hip 
between  both  countries  the  passage  of  the  North  Ainerican  squadron  by  waters  of  the 
domain  and  sovereignty  of  the  Argentine  republic. 

Begging  of  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  the  government  of  your  excel- 
lency this  testimony  of  gratitnde  of  mine,  I  have  the  hoHor  to  renew  the  assurances  oi 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MARIANO  VARELA. 

His  Excellency,  General  G.  H.  Worthington, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
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Mr,  Webb  tQ  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No."  57.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FetropoliSy  Monday^  January  27, 1868. 

Sm: 

This  country  is  greatly  agitated  in  consequence  of  the  continuance  of 
the  fruitless  war  against  Paraguay,  and  I  have,  therefore,  to-day  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  aflEairs,  a  copy  of  which  you  will 

find  inclosed,  marked  A. 

•  ••#••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Wfibh  to  Senhar  Paranagud. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PetropoliSj  January  27, 1868. 

The  nndersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the*  United 
States,  has  the  honor  to  infoiin  his  excelleney  Joao  Lnstoza  da  Cunha  ParanaffuiL  coon- 
cillor  to  his  Im^rial  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minister  and  secretair  of  8tat«  for  foreii^ 
affairs,  that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Hon.  WiUiam  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  war  still  pending  between  Brazil  and 
her  allien,  against  the  repnbUc  of  Paraguay,  which  declares  tliat  "  the  continuance 
of  the  war  on  the  La  Plata  is  a  subject  of  deep  concern  in  the  United  States."     * 

In  conformity  with  instructions  to  that  effect,  the  undersigned  again  tenders  to  the 
belligerents  the  good  offices  of  his  governmeut,  and  renews  the  proposals  for  mediation 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  on  a  previons  occasion.  And  he  is  instructed  to  add, 
that  while  renewing  the  proposals  heretofore  submitted  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States*  in  the  interest  of  peace,  the  United  States  is  neither  tenacious  of  its  own  views 
nor  jealous  of  the  good  offices  of  others.  It  belongs  to  the  belligerent  sovereign  powers 
not  only  to  choose  the  terms  of  peace,  but  the  forms  which  should  be  adopted  to 
secure  it. 

The  undersigned  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  avoiding  everything  which  might,  by 
possibility,  be  construed  into  a  desire  on  the  part  of  his  government  to  intervene  in 
the  affairs  of  the  different  governments  on  the  American  continent.  But  the  people  of 
the  Unit^  States  have  deflared,  through  their  representatives  in  Congress,  that  the 
pending  war  in  the  La  Plata  "  is  destructive  of  commerce  and  imnrions  and  prqudicial 
to  repuulican  institutions,"  and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to 
instructions  from  Congress,  renewed  in  February  last,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the 
tender  of  its  good  offices.  When  those  good  offices  were  declined,  the  undersigned  was 
directed  to  "  express  to  the  imperial  government  the  regret  of  the  President  and  people 
of  the  United  Stat-es,  that  the  allies  do  not  tind  it  compatible  with  their  rights  and 
iu*ere^t«  to  avail  thenistdves  of  the  good  offices  of  the  United  Stat-es,  which  were  con- 
ceived in  a  spirit  of  entire  respect  and  friendship  for  the  several  belligerents,  and  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  restoration  of  i>eace  throughout  the  American  continent"  And 
Mr.  Seward  added: 
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^Xot  at  an  wedded  to  their  own  proposition,  which  has  thus  heen  disallowed,  the 
Coital  States  will  yet  indulge  a  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  the  helligerent  states  will  he 
competent  to  devise  means,  within  a  reasonable  period,  which  may  enable  them  to 
^or4  to  tiurir  people  the  adrantagm  and  henefiU  of  pea4^,  8uch  measures  being  devised, 
my  good  offices  that  may  he  at  any  time  required  of  the  United  States  will  be  cheerfully 
pcDderML" 

Another  year  of  war  has  elapsed  without  apparently  bringing  the  contest  any  nearer 
to  s  termination,  and  again  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  tender  the  good  offices  of 
hi«  government,  and  to  inform  Brazil  **  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  the  La 
PUU  i»  the  whfofl  of  deep  e^meerm  m  tke  UmUed  State  i.*' 

TV  ■Bdemgoed  pereeire©  with  great  regret  the  injurious  effects  of  the  pending  war 
upon  the  labor,  the  commerce,  the  linances,  and  the  general  resources  of  the  Brazilian 
empire,  and  he  would  be  neglectful  of  his  dutv  if  he  did  not  keep  the  government  of 
Waidiington  advised  of  these  matters,  and  of  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to 
the  war;  at  the  same  time  that  he  fully  exonerates  Brazil  fnim  all  responsibility  in  its 
oeeurrence,  and  most  earnestly  sympatiuzes  with  her  in  its  ccmtinued  protraction^and 
most  disastrous  consequences.  Deeply  impresswl  with  the  expe<liency,  if  not  the  neces- 
sity, of  an  early  termination  of  the  war  to  Brazil,  the  undersigned  experiences  great 
istisiaction  in  renewing  to  Brazil  the  offer  of  the  good  offices  oi  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  ]>er8onal  services  of  the  undersigned,  whenever  they  "  may  be  at 
my  time  required,"  to  bring  t<»  a  successful  issue  any  **  measures  devised"  in  the  interest 
of  peace,  and  calculated  to  benetit  the  p*'ople  of  the  belligerents  to  this  most  disastrous 
war  on  the  La  Plata.  The  dangers  to  all  parties  from  a  continuance  of  the  struggle 
tTP  palpable,  while  the  verj*  serious  consequences  to  the  finances,  commerce,  labor,  and 
future  prosperity  of  Brazil  are  no  longer  nuitters  of  coiyectiire,  but  mon8tn>us  evils, 
aljKolntely  present  and  brought  home  to  the  daily  experience  of  all.  That  Brazil  is, 
and  has  lieen,  right  from  the  lK*ginning,  no  candid  and  intelligent  man  can  for  a 
moment  doubt.  But^  whether  right  or  wrong,  the  tax  of  this  war  upon  the  labor  of 
Brazil,  which  is  ber  one  great  irant^  cannot  fail  to  check  her  prosperity  for  years  to 
come;  while  its  exhaustive  strain  upon  her  finances  and  future  resources  demands  its 
tenuioation  at  the  earliest  day  compatible  with  the  honor  of  the  empire. 

There  are  other  considerations  in  favor  of  an  earlj^  termination  of  the  war,  obvious 
to  your  excellency  and  the  statesmen  of  Brazil,  but  to  which  it  would  be  unbecoming 
in  the  undersigned  to  refer.  It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the  peojde  and  the  govern- 
ments of  the  great  commercial  nations  of  the  world  are  getting  restive  at  the  too  proba^ 
ble  continuance  of  a  state  of  things  in  this  region  which  promisee  no  results.  And 
while  the  government  of  the  Ignited  States  disclaims  the  remotest  intentions  of  any, 
the  slightest,  interference  with  the  purposes  and  actions  of  the  belligerents,  it  may  not 
shrink  from  conveying  to  Brazil  the  voice  of  its  people,  proclaimed  through  their  Cou- 
gmw,  that  "  the  continuance  of  this  war  is  a  subject  of  deep  concern,"  and  that  it  is 
absolutely  ** destructive  to  commerce,  and  injurious  and  prejudicial  to  republican  insti- 
tutioniC^ 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  avail  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excel- 
lency the  expression  of  his  great  personal  esteem  and  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
,    His  Excellency  Joao  Li'stoza  da  Cunoa  ParaxaouX, 

Councillor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty y  Munster  and  Secretary 

of  State  for  Wary  acting  as  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  58.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PetropoliSy  February  6,  1868. 
Sib  :  General  Asboth,  the  United  States  minister  resident  at  Buenos 
Ayreu,  died  on  the  2l8t  January. 

•  •  •  •  •••  #  • 

I  sent  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Argentine  and  Uruguayan  Republics 
copies  of  my  communication  to  the  government  of  Brazil,  renewing  the 
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tender  of  good  oflBces.    You  will  find  a  copy  of  my  letter  inclosed, 
marked  B.  i 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  H  C. 


Mr.  Wehh  to  Mr,  HoUister. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States  is  Brazil, 

FelropolUy  Februarjf  1, 186^. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  the  late  General  Asboth^s  having  received 
instructions  from  Washington,  which  left  here  on  the  day  of  his  death,  it  has  become 
my  duty  to  renew  to  the  Argentine  and  Uruguayan  Republics  the  tender  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  United  States,  in  connection  with  the  war  in  the  river  Plate,  which  were 
rejected  last  year.  You  will  oblige  nie,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  by  delivering 
in  i>er8on  the  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  by  mail- 
ing for  Montevideo  the  one  addressed  to  the  President  of  Uruguay. 

#  #  »  #  #  »»  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Madison  E.  Hollister,  Esq., 

Consul  of  the  United  States^  Buenoe  Ayres, 


Mr,  Wehh  to  the  President  of  the  Argentine  BepnhUc, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Brazil, 

PetropoliSf  February  1, 1868. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minist^jr  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  accredited  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  has  just  l>een  apprised 
of  the  death  of  the  miuist^ir  resident  of  the  Uuit*^  States  accredited  to  the  Ai^gentine 
Republic.  This  melancholy  event  leaves  the  United  States  without  any  representative 
near  your  excellency,  invested  with  the  necessai-y  diplomatic  powers,  to  convey  to  the 
Presidents  of  the  Argentine  and  Uru^^uayan  Republics  a  renewal  of  tlie  tender  of  good 
offices  made  by  the  United  States,  in  1867,  for  the  termination  of  the  {tending  w»r 
between  the  allies  and  the  republic  of  Paraguay.  And,  in  consequence,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  undersigned  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  conuuunication 
ma^e  by  him  to  the  government  of  Brazil  on  the  27th  ultimo. 

If  the  late  minister  to  the  Argentine  Republic  had  been  alive  when  the  mail  torn 
Washington,  of  the  25th  of  December,  18(57,  reached  Buenos  Ayres,  beyond  all  doubt 
he  would  have  conveyed  to  your  excellency  a  similar  communication.  "But  Providence 
having  interposed  to  prevent  such  a  proceeding,  it  devolve*  ui>on  the  undersigned  to 
convey  to  your  excellency  the  earnest  desire  ot  the  people  of  tlie  Unite<l  StAt-es  to  see 
peace  restored  on  the  La  Plata,  and  the  tender  of  the  good  offices  of  their  government, 
to  aid  in  bringing  to  a  close  the  pending  war  between  the  allies  and  Paraguay. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  transmitting  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  his  comran- 
nication  to  the  government  of  Brazil,  has  the  lionor  to  request  that  yon  will.be  pleased 
to  cohsider  it  addressed  also  to  the  govenimeut  of  the  Argentine  Republic.  And  the 
undersigned  is  most  haiq)y  to  avail  himself  of  the  opi>ortunity  thus  presented  of  con- 
veying to  your  excellency  the  expi-ession  of  his  i)er8onal  esteem  and  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBR 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Repuhlie^ 

N.  B. — I  addressed  a  precisely  similar  note  to  the  President  of  Uruguay. 

«#♦»###  *  • 

WEBB. 
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Mr,  Webb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  CO.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PetropoliSj  February  24, 1868. 

Sir: 

•  ••••• 

Great  excitement,  attended  with  very  great  exasperation  against  tbe 
j^verament,  exists  among  all  classes  in  Eio  de  Janeiro,  in  consequence 
of  its  neglect  to  accept  of  the  renewed  tender  of  our  good  offices.  I 
studiously  concealed  the  fact  of  our  having  renewed  the  oifer  previously 
rejected  ;"but  they  deemed  it  expedient  to  proclaim  through  their  official 
joaraal  that  such  renewed  tender  of  "  good  offices"  had  been  made,  and 
tbe  subject  referred  to  the  consideration  of  their  allies.    In  the  mean  time 

they  promised  the  public  an  immediate  triumph  of  their  arms. 

•  #  #  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wa^hingtonj  D.  C, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PetrapoliSj  March  9,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  announce  that  the  allied  army  and  navy  have 
achieved  a  great  triumph  over  the  dictator  of  Paraguay,  and  that  in 
all  probability  the  war  in  the  river  Plata  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
Sis  of  the  iron-clads  belonging  to  Brazil  passed  the  fortress  of  Humaita 
on  the  19th  of  February,  and  at  the  same  time  a  combined  attack  was 
made  by  the  army,  which  residted  in  a  complete  victory  over  the  enemy, 
and  the  capture  of  all  the  strongholds  except  Ilumaita,  together  with  an 
enormous  amount  of  munitions  of  war. 

A  revolution  has  broken  out  in  the  republic  of  Uruguay,  and  General 
Flores,  the  dictator,  who  had  just  abdicated  in  order  that  a  President 
roijjht  be  elected  by  the  i>eople,  was  assassinated  in  the  streets  by  the 
leaders  of  the  Blanco  party.  The  outrage  was  followed  by  the  slaying 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  Blancos;  and  thereuixin  order  wa« 
restored  in  the  city  of  Montevideo,  where  the  Blancos  are  in  a  minority. 
In  the  country,  however,  they  are  in  a  large  majority ;  and  it  would  be 
idle  to  predict  the  final  termination  of  this  proceeding.  The  success  of 
tbe  allies  against  Lopez  will  go  far  towards  restoring  order  in  Uruguay. 
That  success  was  most  timely.  Had  it  been  delayed  another  three  weeks  * 
at  farthest,  both  Urugiiay  and  the  Argentine  republics  would  have  with- 
drawn from  the  alliance  with  Brazil. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[From  the  Boeiuw  Ayrea  Standard,  February  25. 1868.] 
GREAT  NAVAL  VICTORY— THE  BATTLE  OF  UUMAITA. 

The  cannon  of  the  Brazilian  iron-clads,  as  they  forced  tlie  passage  of  Hnmaita,  has 
re-echoed  over  this  continent,  and  will  reverl>erate  thixmgh  EuroiMj.  No  event  of  equal 
importance  has  occnn-ed  in  this  part  of  the  world  during  the  present  generation;  and, 
to  the  high  honor  of  the  Brazilian  flag,  it  must  be  said  that  the  naval  victory  achieved 
is  every  way  worthy  to  rank  with  Aboukir  or  Trafalgar. 

Brazil  may  well  be  proud  of  her  victory,  for  not  only  will  it  give  her  the  complete 
command  «f  the  PMrngomyan  river,  and  cnimVle  the  greatest  kiilwark  of  Paragaayan 
strength,  but  it  has  given  a  birthday  to  ber  mwttl  |M>wer  whtcli  posterity  will  rer^oc 

Party  feeling  and  political  rancor  may  seek  to  strip  this  great  naval  victory  of  its 
magnitude,  and  attribute  the  success  less  to  the  bravery  of  the  Brazilian  sailor  than  to 
the  worn-out  and  exhausted  condition  of  the  enemy ;  but  we  have  it  on  the  best  of 
authority  that  the  guns  of  the  fortress  were  fired  with  the  most  incessant  rapidity,  and 
that  such  was  the  terriflc  effect  of  this  awfnl  disclmrge  of  heavy  artillery,  that  the  earth 
shook  at  Itapiru,  a  distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Humaita,  and  the  river  duHhed 
in  billows  on  its  banks.  This  proves  that  the  gnus  of  HiimaitA  were  well  manned,  and 
that  notwithstanding  the  immense  delays  the  enemy  was  well  prepare<l  to  .d^pnte  the 
pass.  Experienced  American  and  English  and  PYench  naval  oflicers,  who  had  seen 
Humaita,  insi)ected  the  position,  and  gone  through  the  batteries,  all  nnanimously  agreed 
on  its  extreme  strength.  For  three  years  the  greatest  squadron  ever  known  in  these 
waters  has  ridden  at  bay  below  range  of  the  guns ;  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  river, 
the  constant  bends  in  the  channel,  all  tended  to  convince  a  doubting  and  possibly 
Jealous  public  that  Humaita.would  never  be  passed  by  a  Brazilian  fleet.  Bnt  Brainl  has 
at  last  vindicated  her  honor  and  established  a  uav^  reputation  before  which  the  rwt 
of  South  America  must  bow. 

Tlie  passage  of  Humaita  is  equally  a  triumph  of  science,  and  we  C4)mmend  it  to  the 
attention  of  onr  naval  men  at  home,  that  three  Brazilian  iron-clads,  all  built  in  England, 
survived  for  forty-two  minutes  the  combined  fire  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  guns,  and  this 
for  at  least  half  the  time  within  pistol-shot  range.  We  have  nothing  previous  in  naval 
history  to  equal  this ;  on  the  contrary,  naval  men,  since  the  memorable  battle  of  Lisaa, 
lost  iaith  in  these  iron-clads ;  bnt  we  hold  that  the  battle  of  Humaita  est-ablishes  for- 
ever their  supremacy^  and  Europe  may  take  a  lesson  from  the  engagement.  No  fight  in 
North  America,  no  engagement  in  the  open  seas,  can  be  compared  with  this  memorable 
battle.  The  8hi]>s  had  to  double  the  projecting  headlands  to  make  the  canal,  when  they 
at  once  came  within  range  of  a  raking  fire  from  the  London  battery.  They  had  to  posh 
on  under  this  fire  and  hug  the  very  shore  where  the  finest  artillery  in  South  Anaeriea 
were  splendidly  mounted  to  riddle  them ;  up  almost  to  the  very  mouths  of  the  guns 
they  had  to  steer,  all  the  while  enfiladed  by  140-pounderB  from  the  opposite  bank. 
Doubling  a^ain  a  slight  bend  in  the  canal,  they  came  where  the  chains  lay  in  the  river, 
and  the  chain  batteries  facing  on  the  left  bank.  Iron  plates  have,  indeed,  asserted  their 
supremacy,  when,  for  the  s^iace  of  forty-two  minutes,  three  monitors  could  live  under 
such  a  fire.  And  let  us  take  nothing  from  the  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men  who  dared 
almost  certain  death  to  carry  their  flag  triumphant  m  such  an  hour.  No,  the  Brazilian 
commander  has  proved  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  he  and  his  men  merit  the  highest 
recompense  their  country  can  afford. 

The  fortress  of  Humaita  is  not  of  yesterday's  formation.  If  it  took  three  years  to  hum- 
ble, it  took  ten  times  that  to  erect.  The  earnings  of  a  whole  nation,  the  wealth  of  a 
country,  aided  by  the  best  engineering  talents  Europe  could  afford,  have  all  been 
brought  into  8ul>8er\'ieucv  to  render  Humaita  impregnable.  None  who  have  ever  seen 
the  place  have  questioned  its  stren^h.  Old  President  Lopez  had  such  implicit  faith  in 
its  impregnability  that  he  believed  if  even  Xerxes  attacked  Paraguay  he  could  not  pa» 
Humaita.  The  same  implicit  confidence  in  its  strength  was  inculcated  in  the  minds  of 
the  Para^iayan  people.  Their  watchword  was  "  Humaita !"  and  possibly  to  the  exag- 
gerated idea  of  its  strength  by  the  present  Lopez  may  be  traced  the  grave  pohtical 
errors  which,  step  by  step,  led  this  unfortunate  man  from  the  cautions  policy  of  his 
father  to  become  the  great  champion  of  river  Plat-a  equilibrium. 

BrazU,  by  this  victory,  has  flung  oi>en  the  navigation  of  Paraguay  to  the  world. 
Shall  we  question  the  importance  of  this  enga^ment  when  such  are  the  results  f  It 
may  be  that  the  hanly  Paraguayans  will  still  cling  round  the  banner  of  their  uncon- 
quered  leader ;  it  may  be  that  on  the  hill-tops  in  their  native  country  they  will  light 
wateh-fires,  and  dispute  inch  by  inch  their  native  soil  with  the  invwler. 

Already  this  extraordinary  people  have  given  proofs  of  courage  and  patriotism  which 
wrings,  even  from  their  enemies,  a<lmiration  and  respect.  But,  in  the  interwt  of 
humanity,  we  now  appeal  for  peace.  The  chief  and  great  object  of  the  war  is  at  last  at 
hand.    Humaita,  and  not  Lopez,  was  the  real  stumbliug-blocK  in  the  way ;  the  stupidity 
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of  South  American  iK>liticianB  tolerated  ite  erection ;  the  blood  of  thooBands  has  at  last 
washed  away  its  battlements. 

The  victory,  lu  a  political  and  in  a  moral  ligVt^  hi  complete ;  and  if  this  war  ban  cost 
millions  of  tieasure^nd  torrents  of  blood,  we  tnust  that  its  results  to  the  river  Plut« 
and  Brazil  will  be  commensurate. 


GREAT  ^^CTORY  OF  THE  ALLIES— «TORMI NO  OF  FORT  "  E8TABLECI>nENTO." 

At  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  whole  allied  line  advanced  and  simulated  an 
attack  on  the  enemy's  lines  at  Tuynti,  Tuyu-Cue,  and  even  facing  Tayi.  The  outposts  of 
the  Paraguayans  returned  the  lire,  but  for  some  time  the  divisions  did  not  come  up.  A 
little  after  daybreak  an  Immense  rocket,  seen  all  along  the  lines,  shot  into  the  heavens, 
the  signal  that  the  monitors  had  passed  the  Huniaita  fortress,  and  heavy  guns  from  the 
north  proved  that  the  iron-cUuls  wore  shelling  Humaita  from  the  north,  while  the  rest 
of  the  squadron  kex)t  booming  from  their  old  position. 

Suddenly  the  shnll  Brazilian  trumpeta  were  heard  to  echo  in  the  woods,  and  a  picked 
force,  the  finest  the  Brazilian  army  could  boast  of,  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand 
strong,  emerged  from  the  encampment,  headed  by  Marshal  Caxias.  The  men  marched 
in  close  column,  and,  when  approaching  the  trenches,  came  under  a  tremendoiw  tire ; 
but  the  Brazilian  legions  pushed  on,  nothing  daunted,  and  never  halted  until  they  cam© 
ujioii  the  bristling  bayonets  of  the  heroic  garrison.  The  Paraguayans  fought  with  their 
wonted  heroism,  but  nothing  could  withstand  the  charge  of  the  Brazilians ;  they  leaped 
the  ditches,  and  in  an  instant  poured  in  on  all  sides  on  the  strongest  fort  outside  of 
Humaita. 

As  might  bo  expected,  the  carnage  was  terrific,  for  before  the  serried  columns  of  the 
Brazilians  got  to  the  trenches  fully  five  hundred  men  lay  stretched  on  the  plain.  The 
Paraguayan  otiicer  in  command,  a  young  man  named  Gill,  finding  it  impossible  to  hold 
out,  drew  off  his  men  in  ^ood  order,  and  got  into  Huniaita ;  but  the  place  is  even  more 
important  than  Cunipaiti ;  it  is  the  key  to  Humaita.  The  guns  w^ere  not  spiked,  and 
an*  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Brazilians.  The  position  is,  however,  very  ex^iosed  for  the 
allies,  and  difficult  for  Caxias  to  retain  over  twenty-four  hours,  unless  Himmita  falls. 
The  adjoining  fort,  Laurelcji,  it  was  though t,  would  surrender,  being  cut  off  from  Humaita 
by  the  allies. 


FURTHFJl  PARTICULARS. 


Itapiru,  Fehruary  21, 1868. 
Fighting  still  going  on  at  all  jtoints.    Tremendous  cannoua4le  in  the  river.    No  more 
irun-clads  gone  up.    Humaita  holds  out,  and  this  place  full  of  all  sorts  of  rumors.    It  in 
asserted  that  Lopez  is  in  Humaita,  and  that  Barrios  and  Hesquin  are  there  also. 


[Per  steamer  Parana.] 
STILL  IJkTER. 

CORRiENTES,  February  23 — 6  a.  m. 
Fighting  still  going  on.    Two  iron-clads  ^one  up  to  bombard  Asuncion,  and  were 
attacked  by  several  chatas  from  the  Chaco  side. 
Chie  of  the  Brazilian  commanders  and  a  pilot  blown  to  pieces  in  passing  Humaita. 
Paraguayans  still  working  trenches.    Lopez  has  electric  light  in  the  Chaco. 


THE  WAR  IN  TIIE  NORTH — ATTACK  OF  HUMAITA — OFFICIAL  DISPATCH. 

FuERTE  EsTABLECiMiENTO,  February  19. 
To  his  Excellency  Barox  de  Herval  : 

I  have  the  extreme  pleasure  of  informing  yonr  excellency  that  at  5  a.  m.  this  morning 
1  commanded  an  attack,  with  part  of  the  troops  which  had  been  brought  up  from 
Tuyucue,  against  a  fort  of  the  enemy's  called  Establecimieuto,  which  is  a  Uttle  beyond 
Laureles,  and  a  place  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Lopez  for  maintaining  commimica- 
tioos  and  facilittug  the  supply  of  cattle. 
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The  fort  was  surrounded  by  two  deep  ditclics  and  formidable  earthworks,  on  which 
were  placed  at  convenient  points  fift«»cn  light  fleld-pieoes.  The  garrison  was  ahoat 
one  thousand  six  hundred  strong.  ' 

Against  this  formidable  battery  our  men  advanced  openly,  and  /he  bravery  of  the 
attack  well  merite<l  the  success  with  which  it  was  eventually  crowned.  After  a  stub- 
born resistance  the  garrison  were  overpowered,  and  retreated  disorderly  across  the 
adjacent  bogs,  pursued  by  our  victorious  battalions. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  killed,  and  leaving  in  our  pos- 
session, besides  the  fifteen  mounted  guns  mentione4  above,  a  large  quantity  of  anus 
and  ammunition  held  in  reserve.  On  our  side  there  were  about  six  hundred  han  dt 
combatf  including  killed  and  wounded. 

Your  excellency  will  please  not  fail  to  forward  at  once  as  many  carts  as  you  can 
secure,  even  at  the  expense  of  commercial  interests.  These  measures  are  of  the  utmost 
importance,  so  that  the  wounded  and  prisoners  should  not  remain  lon^  exposed  here. 

This  evening  I  purpose  sendinj^  to  San  Solano  the  two  brigades  which  suflfered  most 
in  the  attack,  the  remainder  staying  to  occupy  the  position. 

I  jpuijose  leaving  immediately  for  Tuyi,  to  confer  with  the  Captain  del  Mar  y  Guerre, 
Delnn  Carlos  de  Carvallo,  whom,  as  I  have  just  been  informed  by  Field-Marshal  Vie- 
torino,  forced  the  passage  of  Humaita  at  daybreak  to-day  with  the  monitors  and  iron- 
clads. My  object  in  conferring  with  the  gallant  admiral  is  to  plan  our  subsequent 
movements,  following  up  our  present  successes. 

Congratulating  your  excellency  on  these  glorious  events,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CAXIA8. 


FURTHEB    PABTICULAR8. 

C0RRIENTE8,  February  20. 

As  I  announced  in  my  last,  the  attack  on  Humaita  was  inevitable.  Time,  the  great 
test  of  all  things^  has  proved  the  truth  of  my  assertion.  The  great  and  long-expected 
attack  on  Humaita  has  taken  place.  The  invincible  stronghold  of  tyranny  and  the 
bulwark  of  the  only  little  comer  in  free  America  where  haughty  oppression  ruled  has 
been  overcome  by  the  Brazilian  iron-clads. 

A  division  of  the  imperial  liaN'y,  consisting  of  three  iron-clads  under  the  command  of 
Carvalho,  at  half-past  three  yesterday  morning  forced  the  passage  of  Humaita.  At  the 
same  time  the  wooden  fleet  kept  up  a  steady  fire  on  the  land  batteries  at  Curupaiti 
and  at  Piris  and  Paso  Pucu. 

Tlie  army,  from  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  stood  ready  to  attack  along  the  entire  line 
from  Tayi  to  Tuyuti.  At  3  a.  m.  a  feint  attack  was  made,  and  then  the  squadron  com- 
meuce<l  to  force  the  pass,  which  took  forty-two  minutes  to  effect.  The  inm-<'lad8  suf- 
fered  very  little.  The  moment  Caxias  knew  of  the  fleet  having  passed,  he  ordered  the 
whole  line  to  fall  back. 

The  Brazilians  having  taken  two  important  fortresses  to  the  north  of  Humaita,  Lopei 
is  cut  off  from  the  Gran  Chaco ;  it  is  iminissible,  therefore,  that  Humaita  can  hold  ont 
much  longer. 

Tlie  monitors  can  run  up  the  Tebicuari,  and  thus  facilitate  the  crossing  of  the  allied 
army,  in  order  to  attack  Lopez's  reserved  force  stationed  behind  that  river.  In  a  few 
mouths  it  is  possible,  therefore,  the  war  will  be  over. 

Marshal  Caxias  deserves  the  highest  i)raise  for  his  tactics,  which  have  led  to  such 
an  imi>ortant  success. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  an  ugly  fight  took  place  between  Paraguayan  and  Argen- 
tine forces;  the  latter  lost  eighty  men  and  a  commander,  and  the  enemy  lost  abont 
the  same. 

E.P. 


THE  WAR  IN  THE  NORTH. 

Gran  Chaco,  Fchrunrjf  18. 
Genti.kmen  :  On  the  13th  I  left  Itapiru  in  one  of  Mr.  Lanuz's  steam  transiKirts,  loaded 
with  commissariat  stores,  bound  to  Cumzu.  The  recent  heavy  cannoua<le  heard  in 
that  direction  imiielletl  me  to  the  undertaking.  In  due  time  we  arrive*!  at  La  Gnardia 
Cerrit«,  where  a  short  stay  was  made  in  order  to  laud  cargo.  Here  were  four  Brazilian 
gun-boats,  a  bomb  vesselj'five  pontoons,  six  sea-going  sailing  vessels,  (mostly  Dutch.) 
seven  transport  steamers,  liesides  a  number  of  river  craft.  Here  is  also  an  arsenal  well 
supplied  with  all  the  paraphernalia  necessary  to  promote  the  rapid  progress  of  civiH- 
zation  and  the  swift  <mward  march  of  intellect.  Guns,  mortars,  large  piles  of  cannon- 
balls,  and  shells,  explosive  shot  of  every  description,  iron,  timber,  and  heaps  of  coi^ 
containing  many  thousands  of  tons,  and  an  extensive  machine  shop;  in  fine,  the  Ports- 
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month  of  the  naval  forces  stfttioped  in  Paraguayan  waters.  Also  may  be  seen  a  neat, 
decent  chapel,  hotels,  billiard  tables,  not  forgetting  a  nhotograpli  concern,  a  hundred 
or  more  stores  of  sutlers,  who  have  been  driven  out  of  their  shanties  by  the  freshet,  and 
have  taken  refu*^  upon  a  strip  of  high  ground  near  at  hand,  which  is  overrun  with 
snakes,  lizards,  hits,  toads,  sj[uders,  scorpions,  ants,  and  every  other  species  of  horrible 
veimin  near  at  hand.^  Judging  from  the  numbers  of  empty  urandy  casks,  the  smashed 
demijohns,  and  bottles  seen  in  all  partes,  the  C(msumption  of  alcoholic  drinks  mudt  be 
very  large,  particularly  of  Hamburg  gin,  English  ale,  or  "  vin  ordinaire."  The  place 
i»  under  stnct  military  rule. 

Proceeding  on  the  voyage,  we  pass  a  gunboat  anchored  at  the  entrance  to  the  Laguna 
Piris.  Shortly  after,  we  passed  the  Brazilian  transport  Donna  Francisco,  which  has 
lateh'  been  sunk  in  consequence  of  having  come  in  collision  with  an  iron-clad.  The 
transport  has  since  been  got  afloat,  aud  is  now  moored  to  a  clump  of  willow  trees  upon 
the  coast  of  an  island,  in  company  with  a  gunboat. 

ffix  leagues  distance  from  La  Guardia  Cerrito  we  reach  the  fleet  of  gun-boats  at  anchor 
fai  the  stream,  abreast  of  the  abandoned  works  of  Curuzu,  and  go  alongside  of  the  com- 
modore's ship  for  orders.  Here  were  eight  gun-boats,  two  bomb-sketches,  four  sea-going 
ve8§el«,  a  floating  battery,  seven  pontoons,  and  a  few  river  craft. 

Opposite  the  fleet,  upon  the  Chaco  side,  is  th^ntrance  to  the  arroyo,  ( Anglice  "  dirty 
creek,"  and  a  very  objectionable  place  to  remain  at,  even  for  a  short  time,)  which  we 
enter;  it  is  scarcely  twenty  yards  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  has  the  same  breadth  for  five 
miles,  which  was  as  far  as  we  navigated.  It  inclines  to  the  westwanl,  following  a  ser- 
pentine course.  The  current  is  scarcely  perceptible ;  the  water  is  very  black,  nas  an 
offensive  smell,  brackish,  and  highly  insalubricms.  Infamous  as  are  the  bogs  and  fens 
of  the  Estero  Bellaco,  yet  there  it  is  a  paradise  in  comparison.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
arroyo,  upon  the  left  bank,  is  the  starting  point  of  the  railroad  which  goes  close  to  the 
brink  of  the  creek,  following  all  its  sinuosities.  For  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  the 
starting  place  there  is  not  a  trace  visible  of  the  railway,  other  than  pieces  of  floating 
timber ;  all  else  appertaining  to  the  road  is  deeply  submerged,  the  land  on  all  sides, 
&r  and  near,  covered  with  stagnant  water,  a  perfect  hotbed  of  pestilence,  abounding 
with  tormenting  insects.  At  a  league's  distance  from  the  mainstream  the  ground  is 
higher,  where  the  rails  are  in  places  discernible.  Here  are  nmuerous  abandoneci  ranchos, 
(the  huts  that  served  the  Brazilian  soldiers  as  quarters,)  and  earthworks  partly  under 
water,  the  garrison  of  which  has  been  ejected  by  the  creciente,  and  have  taken  a  new 
potdtion  upon  higher  grouud  further  inland,  where  they  are  fortifying  themselves  again, 
and  building  new  huts  with  all  possible  expedition.  We  perceived  two  shining  bright 
brass  guns  in  the  abandoned  works,  the  water  reaching  up  to  their  muzzles,  a  sad  proof 
of  the  deficiency  of  mother  wit.  However,  the  new  works  are  amply  supplied  with 
efficient  artillery ;  still,  it  would  be  well  to  rememlwr  the  fate  of  the  Whitworth  gun, 
that,  since  its  capture,  has  caused  much  mischief  to  the  allien. 

From  where  the  railway  becomes  visible,  it  leaves  the  creek,  taking  a  northerly  course ; 
hence  to  where  the  iton-clads  are  the  distance  is  two  miles ;  in  places  the  ground  is 
miry,  the  rails  sunk  in  the  mud ;  of  course,  as  a  means  of  transportation  the  railway  is 
of  DO  avail. 

In  the  mean  time  the  necessaries  requisite  for  the  beleaguered  iron-clads  have  to  be 
carried  upon  the  backs  of  mules,  or  in  tumble-ilown  carts,  which  are  continually  stick- 
ing fast  in  the  pantanos.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  sleepers  of  the  track  are 
of  hard  Brazil  wckmI,  a  foot  broad,  of  a  suitable  thickness,  and  are  placed  a  vara  asun- 
der, to  wliich  the  rails  are  permanently  fixed :  a  telegraphic  line  accompanies  the 
track.  The  Brazilians  have  explored  the  arroyo  foity  leagues  inland,  and  found  it  to  be 
navigable  thus  far,  flowing  through  a  well-timbered  country,  inhabited  by  a  few  fami- 
liw  of  filthy  Guaycuni  Indians,  whose  sole  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
is  the  branches  of  trees,  being  too  lazy  to  build  huts ;  as  for  planting,  they  never  do  it, 
hving  upon  carpinchos,  ostrich  e^gs,  and  wild  honey.  Like  all  other  barbarians,  they 
are  exceeilingly  fond  of  strong  driiiks  and  tobacco. 

Upon  the  right  bank  of  the  arroyo^  at  a  mile's  distance  from  its  mouth,  and  a  little 
way  in  the  interior,  are  seen  the  vestiges  of  the  ancient  "  Mission''  of  San  Fernando, 
where  the  Jesuit  Dobrizhoffer  labored  twenty  years,  and  here  composed  a  Latin  history 
of  the  Alipone  Indians,  a  work  which  long  since  has  been  translated  into  every  Euro- 
pean language ;  quote<l  by  Southey,  Sir  Woodbine  Parish,  Commodore  Page,  and  others. 
LAte  in  tne  evening  of  the  13th,  the  three  monitors  passed  Curupaita.  As  soon  as  per- 
ceived, the  battery  opened  a  furious  cannonade.  The  only  damage  done  by  it  was  strik- 
ing the  hindmost  monitor  twice,  doing  no  injury  whatever,  while  the  gunboats  sent  a 
very  storm  of  shot  and  shell  at  the  enemy's  works,  pixibably  without  causing  much 
effect  On  the  16th  one  of  the  Newcome  monitors,  under  the  command  of  Sefior  loquim, 
paflMd  the  obstruction  at  Humaita,  and  returned  in  triumph.  Yesterday  there  was  a 
wport  of  an  encounter  at  the  Tuyu-Cu6 ;  that  Pipo,  the  commandant  of  the  f<»reign 
l*gioo,  and  one  hundred  of  his  men,  hatl  been  killeil.  We  do  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
tte  statement;  still  there  was  much  tiring  in  that  quarter  at  the  time,  and  subsequently 
the  distant  vessels  were  seen  with  colors  at  half-mast. 
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Gran  Cil\co,  February  20. 

Gextlemex  :  Yesterday,  at  3  a.  m.,  the  lonp-contemplated  move  to  force  the  possa^ 
of  HumaitA  was  made,  when  an  nnheard-of  cannonmle  commenced,  which  was  truly 
awful ;  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  iron-clads  and  monitors  was  fired  in  rapid  suceessioo, 
while  the  jruns  of  the  fortress  were  quickly  phed.  This  continued  till  10  a.m.  without 
a  luomeufs  pause;  the  reports  came  faster  than  one  could  count;  those  of  the  enemy 
maile  the  loudest  sound,  as  the  mouths  of  tlieir  guns  were  pointed  in  the  direction  of 
the  Chaco,  while  those  of  the  Brazilians  were  directed  in  an  opxiosit*  way.  Both  par- 
ties made  a  lavish  use  of  shells,  explosive  shot,  and  Congreve  rockets.  A  dense  cloud 
of  white  smoke  covered  the  horizon  as  the  firing  was  going  on.  As  for  the  results  of 
the  infernal  din,  all  that  can  he  said  with  certainty  is,  that  three  iron-clads  and  three 
monitors  have  passiMl  the  ohstniction,  and  are  above  Humaita,  where  they  are  annoy- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  north,  while  those  that  remain  below  are  not  inactive.  On 
board  of  the  gunlwats  there  is  a  grand  disjday  of  bunting,  music,  and  much  glee.  No- 
thing is  known  positively  of  the  affair  other  than  the  iron-clads  and  monitors  were  mal- 
treated somewhat  in  the  passjige,  and  the  fortress  badly  mauled.  It  could  not  be  other- 
wise, as  the  cannonade  was  kept  up  at  close  quarters.  • 

It  is  now  12  m. ;  firing  of  heavy  art^ery  has  been  going  on  at  intervals  since  early 
dawn.  It  is  the  prevalent  belief  that  Humaita  will  soon  surrender.  It  is  out  of  the 
question  to  forwai-d  any  details  at  the  present  moment  that  may  be  relied  npon.  All 
is  wild  excitement  and  bustle.  The  weather  is  awfully  hot,  particularly  so  for  the  past 
few  davs. 

truly  yours,  SINBAD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb, 

No.  226.]  Depabtmext  of  State, 

Washington,  March  23, 1868. 

SiE :  Your  dispatch  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  No.  57,  has  been 
received. 

Your  proceeding  in  renewing  the  tender  of  the  good  offices  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Brazil,  with  a 
view  to  the  restoration  of  the  peace  on  the  Parana,  is  approved  and 
coinmended. 

To  guard,  however,  against  possible  misapprehension,  I  think  it  proper 
to  say  that  the  President  is  not  to  be  understood  as  adopting  or  sanc- 
tioning that  portion  of  the  communication  which  you  have  made  to  the 
BraziUan  minister  and  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  in  which  you  remark 
that  you  fully  exonerate  Brazil  fi'om  all  respoi^ibility  in  the  occurrence 
of  the  war.  This  government  has  at  no  time  thought  it  necessary  or 
expedient  to  assume  to  pronounce  on  the  merits  of  that  unlmppy  and 
protracted  controversy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

James  Watson  Webb,  Esq.,  etc.,  <tc.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 

No.  227.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washingtotij  March  23,  1868. 
Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  February,  No.  58,  has  been  received. 
It  contains  our  first  official  or  reliable  information  of  the  lamented  death 
of  the  late  Major  General  Asboth,  United  States  minister  resident  at 
Buenos  Ajres :  accredited  also  in  the  same  capacity  to  the  government 
of  the  Oriental  Kepublic.    As  the  deceased  had  been  a  gallant  andeflfect- 
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ive  soldier  at  home,  so  he  was  an  enlightened  and  indefatigable  repre- 
sentative of  the  country  abroad.  His  death  is  deplored  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  will  awaken  profound  sorrow  throug:hout  the  United  States. 

The  letter  which  you  addressed  to  Madison  E.  Hollister,  United  States 
consul  at  Bnenos  Ayres,  on  the  occasion  of  the  minister's  death ^  is 
approved;  as  also  are  the  letters  which  you  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  Oriental  Eepublic,  renewing  the  tender  of  the  good  offices  of  the 
United  States  for  the  establishment  of  peace  among  the  nations  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Parana. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Jaxes  Watson  wSebb,  Esq.,  cj&c.,  cj&c,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 

No.  228.]  DEPARTltfENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  March  30,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed 
to  this  department  by  James  A.  Scrymser,  projector  and  director  of  the 
Interuational  Ocean  Telegraph  Company,  desiring  to  obtain  aid  and 
authority  from  the  Brazilian  government  to  extend  the  lines  of  his  com- 
pany over  the  West  India  Islands  to  a  convenient  point  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil. 

You  are  instructed  to  give  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power 
towards  effecting  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  Watsox  Webb,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  <&e. 


Mr,  Scrymser  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Office  of  the  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company, 

No.  88  Liberty  Street,  Xew  York,  March  14, 1868. 
Sir  :  As  projector  and  director  of  tlie  lut-emational  Ocean  Tele^[ii)h  Company,  I  aiu 
d»-«irou»  of  obtaiuing  from  th€>  government  of  Brazil  the  necessary  privileges  as  wiB 
alhiw  the  extension  of  the  lines,  via  Cuba,  connecting  with  the  comi>any  I  ivpresent, 
to  land  on  a  ccmvenient  X)«int  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

And  I  would  be  much  pleased  if  Mr.  Seward  would  atithorize  our  minister  in  Brazil 
to  present  the  application  forwarded  by  the  steamer  of  the  22d  instant,  and  to  instruct 
liim  to  give  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  his  power  towards  effecting  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  enterijrise  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jas.  a,  scrymser. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ISecreiary  ofSiatCj  Washingtonj  D,  C» 


Mr.  Webb  to  ](tr»  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  65.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  April  25,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  official  replies  of  "the  allies''  to 
my  reaewal  of  our  tijnder  of  our  "  good  offices."    Clrcuiustauces  beyond 
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my  control  render  it  impossible  to  furnish  translations  by  this  steamer, 
and  therefore  I  forward  the  original. 

''  The  allies  "  assume  that  the  war  in  tbe  river  Plata  is  virtually  at  an 
end.  The  future  call  upon  them  for  men  and  money  will  be  the  best 
commentary'  upon  the  accuracy  of  this  assumption. 

Joao  Silviera  de  Souza  has  been  appointed  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 

rice  Albuquerque,  deceased. 

•  •  •  m  ^  m  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  WaMngtoUy  2>.  C. 


Senhor  Ellauri  to  Mr.  Webb, 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Montevideo f  March ^  1868. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  Oriental  ffovemment  had  the  honor  to  receive,  in  due  time,  yoiir 
coniDiiiuleatioUy  dated  the  Ist  of  Fehruary  last,  addressed  to  the  President  of  tbe  repub- 
lic, and  containing  a  copy  of  yonr  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  atfairs  for  tlic  empire 
of  Brazil,  renewing,  by  order  of  your  govemuient,  your  g«K>d  ottices  for  the  settlement 
of  the  war  now  carried  on  by  the  allied  countries  against  Paraguay,  hoping,  hy  an  ami- 
cable intervention  of  the  United  State's,  to  come  to  a  solution  that  may  prove  suti^fac- 
torj^  to  the  bi'lligt^rents. 

Recent  lamentable  events  that  have  occurred  in  this  city,  now  known  to  the  world, 
de^^ply  disturbed  the  government  internally,  and  prevent-<»d  a  more  prompt  reply  to 
your  important  communication :  but  now  that  the  country  is  restored  to  its  constitu- 
ticmal  onler,  the  President  thinks  this  a  propitious  moment  to  answer  your  note,  and 
instructs  the  undersigned  to  do  so  in  the  following  manner : 

Some  time  ago  tlie  worthy  minister  of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  of  his  govern- 
ment, sent  to  the  minister  of  the  republic  a  communication  similar  to  the  one  you  have 
just  sent,  expressing  a  sincere  wish  to  settle  the  question  now  debat^^d  between  the 
allied  count nes  and  Paraguay  in  a  just  and  honorable  manner. 

At  that  time  the  provisional  government  regretted  to  be  obliged,  for  reasons  coramu- 
nicated  to  your  government  through  its  minister,  to  reject  the  mediations  so  freely  and 
sincerely  offered. 

We  are  sorry  to  say,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  same  reasons  still  exist  for  refusing  the 
pacific  proposition  of  your  government,  and  therefore  the  President,  through  the  under- 
signed, res|K*ctfully  informs  you  that  it  is  imnossible  to  take  the  note  of  the  United 
States  government  into  consideration  in  such  a  mai^ner  as  to  receive  the  projxwed 
re«ult,  because  the  same  reasons  given  to  your  govc^nnnent  by  our  minister  for  not  accept- 
ing the  proposal  still  exist.  All  we  can  say  in  this  connnuuication  is  to  request  you  to 
thank  your  government,  in  the  name  of  this  republic,  for  the  new  proof  of  friendship 
and  interest  for  the  well-being  of  this  country  which  has  just  been  received  from  the 
North  American  government. 

Moreover,  Mr.  Minist^^r,  the  latest  news  from  the  seat  of  war,  announcing  that  the 
Brazilian  squjulron  had  passed  the  battery  of  Humaita,  gives  good  cause  to  exiH?rt  a 
si>eedy  conclusion  of  the  war. 

Having  thu^  replied  to  your  communication,  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  President, 
the  undersigutMl  has  the  honor  to  present  you  the  assurance  of  his  verj'  high  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOSfi  E.  ELLAURI. 

His  Excellency  .T.  Watson  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary y  <f-c.,  from  the  United  StatcB  to  Brazil, 


Senhor  Elizalde  to  Mr,  Webb, 

Department  of  Foreion  Affairs, 

Buenos  Jyrea,  March  *24, 1^. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  1st  of  February  last,  making  known 
to  his  excellency  the  President  the  renewal  of  the  proffer  of  good  offices  made  by  the 
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Tnited  States  of  America  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  pending  between  the  Argentine 
Kf'pnblic,  the  empire  of  Brazil,  and  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay. 

In  thankiii|;  you  for  that  coramunieation,  made  beeause  your  government  was  with- 
out tliplomatic  representation  here,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  miuiMter  rettideiit  accred- 
iteil  to  the  Aigeutiiie  government,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  allies 
were  consulted  iu  reganl  to  the  answer  to  the  friendly  offers  of  the  government  of  the 
rmted  States,  and  this  was  done  for  want  of  diplomatic  representation,  which  obliged 
you  to  transmit  the  <locuments  that  came  to  hand  in  due  time. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  and 
(lihtingoished  consideration  and  esteem. 

RUFINO  DE  ELIZALDE. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  J.  Watson  Wkbb, 

MinUfter  ritttipoientiary,  j'c.yfrom  the  United  States  to  Brazil, 


Senihor  Paranagua  to  Mr,  Webh, 

[Translation.] 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Department  for  Foreign  Relations, 

April  8,  1868. 

The  nndersigiicMl,  of  the  council  of  his  Majesty  tlie  Emperor,  minister  and  st^cretary 
of  state  for  amiirs  of  war,  and  ad  interim  of  foreign  ajfairs,  has  before  him  the  note 
which,  under  date  of  27th  January  last,  Geneml  James  Watson  Webl>,  envoy  extra- 
orilinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  pleased  to 
a4(lre88  to  him,  renewing  the  offer  of  gCHxl  offices  of  the  government  of  the  ITuited 
S'tates  for  the  termination  of  the  war  with  Paraguay,  and  the  proposals  for  mediation, 
which,  with  this  object,  were  presented  in  a  note  ol  2l8t  January,  of  the  year  last  past. 

As  I  declared  to  General  Webb  when  I  acknowledged  the  recei)tion  of  his  note  of  the 
27th,  1  had  tx)  hear  from  the  allies  of  the  empire  betbre  giving  a  detinitive  answer. 

This  obligatiou  of  loyalty  discharged,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  state  to  the  general, 
aft<»r  thanking  him  in  the  name  of  the  imperial  government  for  this  fresh  proof  received 
(»f  the  frien<lJy  feelings  of  the  people  ami  government  (»f  the  United  States  towards 
I^raziL  that  the  same  reasons  continuing  wnich  were  already  explained  in  the  note 
frwm  this  department  of  the  26th  of  Aprfl  of  last  year,  which  would  jirevent  the  gov- 
ernment of  Brazil  and  her  allies  from  a4*cepting  at  that  time  the  first  proposition  ol  the 
I'Ditwl  States,  and,  beyond  that,  the  close  of  the  war  a])proachiiig,  as  was  to  be  hoped 
fmin  the  imtM>rtant  fact  of  the  passage  of  Hurnaita,  and  the  events  which  have  fol- 
lowe<l,  the  same  government  cannot  at  this  day  act  differently.  Thus,  therefore,  the 
ira}M>rial  government  thanks,  but  feels  that  it  cannot  accept  the  generous  proffer  which 
IN  made  to  it,  and  trust<s  that  the  United  States  will  acknowledge  that  she  is  justified 
ill  her  action. 

The  imdersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  General  Webb  the  reiterated  assu- 
ninces  of  his  highest  consideration. 

JOAO  LUSTOSA  DE  CUNHA  PARANAGUA 

General  James  Watson  Webb. 


3£r.  Webb  to  MA  Seward.  ^ 

(Extract.] 

Xo.  68.]        .      Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Eio  de  Janeiroj  July  7,  1868j 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  communication  from  Rear- Admiral. 
Charles  H.  Davis,  commanding  the  United  States  South  Atlamtic  squad- 
ron, in  which  he  advises  me  that  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp,  sent 
by  him  to  Asuncion  to  brini^  from  there  our  minister,  Mr.  Charles  A, 
Washburn,  and  family,  and  thereby  remove  them  from  their  "  embarass- 
iugand  possibly  dangerous  situation,"  has  been  prevented  passings  tlie 
18  D  c — ^VOL.  II 
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lines  of  the  allies  by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  the  Brazilian  commander 
of  the  allied  forces. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  correspondence  accompanying  Admiral 
Davis's  communication,  that  the  Uuited  States  steamer  Wasp  arrived 
at  Curupaiti,  the  headquaiters  of  the  allies,  on  the  25th  of  April,  and 
remained  there  until  the  11th  of  June,  forty-seven  days^  when  her  com- 
mander was  compelled  to  return  to  Montevideo  without  accomplishing 
the  object  of  his  visit,  in  consequence  of  the  persevering  refusal  of  the 
Marquis  de  Caxias  to  permit  the  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  up  to  Asuncion, 
although  he  was  very  willing  to  send  a  Brazilian  iron-clad  up  the  river 
under  a  flag  of  truce  and  the  protection  of  the  stars  and  strii>es,  to  spy 
out  the  state  of  affairs  in  Paraguay.  Nay,  he  was  quite  willing  tbat  on 
the  return  of  the  iron-clad  shesiiould,  similarly  protected,  pass  Humaita 
and  land  Mr.  Washburn  and  family  below  that  fortress,  which  iron-clad, 
it  is  said,  cannot  repass  that  stron.Lhold! 

The  admiral's  report  of  what  has  occurred  on  the  Paraguay  was 
placed  in  my  hands  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  and  on  the  2d,  at  2  p.  m.^  my 
private  secretary  and  clerk  of  this  legation  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  oflBcial  note  of  which  inclosure  B  is  a 
copy. 

1  assume  that  your  opinions,  as  expressed  in  dispatches  170, 171, 174, 
and  180,  and  the  instructions  therein  in  regard  to  ]Mr.  Washburn's  deten- 
tion in  going  to  his  mission — there  being  no  other  mode  of  reaching  it 
than  by  the  Paraguay  River — are  equally  binding  upon  me  in  reganl  to 
his  return^  when,  at  your  request,  a  national  vessel  has  been  sent  for  him 
in  the  well-grounded  conviction  that  "the  settlement  of  this  annoying 
question"  in  1866  was  a  finality.  The  offense  at  that  time  perpetrated 
against  the  "  sovereignty  and  honor  of  the  United  States"  might  l)e 
palliated  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  but  not  so  now;  and  consequently  its 
repetition  by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  has  taken  place,  are  doubly  offensive,  and  doubtless  are  intended  so  to 
be.  Such,  at  all  events,  is  public  opinion  here ;  and  as  the  fact  of  the 
Wasp's  return  was  officially  known  to  this  government  and  comiim- 
nicated  to  the  press  eight  days  before  the  admiral  made  his  communica- 
tion to  me,  and  as  up  to  this  time  it  has  not  leaked  out  that  I  have 
moved  in  the  matter,  the  triumph  of  Brazil  is  considered  complete. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  I 
assume  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  has  acted  without  authority,  and  that  his 
conduct  will  be  apologized  for  and  disapproved ;  and,  thereupon,  I 
demand  his  censure  in  the  language  you  used  in  instructing  me  to  make 
a  similar  demand  in  reference  to  the" conduct  of  the  President  of  Manui- 
ham,  and  consequently  I  urge  the  immediate  issue  of  instructions  to 
permit  one  of  our  national  vessels  to  proceed  to  Asuncion  without 
delay  or  hindrance  from  the  allied  forces  at  Curupaiti. 

«.     «t  #  #  •  •  • 

I  have  recently  asked  for  a  furlough,  and  considering  the  state  of  uiy 
health  and  that  of  my  family,  there  are  those  who,  if  I  demanded  niv 
passi)ort,  would  ascribe  my  doing  so  to  my  desire  to  return  to  the  Uuitel 
States,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  peace  of  the  country.  To  avoid  thii 
imputation,  therefore,  and  at  the  same  time  be  within  reach  of  instruc- 
tions from  you,  I  shall,  if  compelled  to  demand  my  passport,  repair  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  #  #  •  •  • 

Besides  the  mail  line  of  steamers  to  Brazil,  England  has  two  com- 
mercial or  freight  lines  to  Rio.  One  of  these,  from  Buenos  Ayres,  will 
t4)uch  here  about  the  12th  instant.  By  that  time  the  intentions  of  this 
government  will  have  been  communicated  to  me,  and  I  shall  of  coiffse 
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write  to  our  legition  in  London  the  necessary  telegram,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  by  the  Atlantic  cable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Sewakd, 

ISecretary  cf  Slate^  Washington^  D,  C. 


Mr,  Wehh  to  Senhor  Silveira  da  Sauza, 

'  Legation  of  the  UNtTKD  States, 

San  Domingoy  July  1, 1868. 

The  nndersijifned,  envojj-  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
State*,  beg8  leave  to  inform  his  excellency  Jo^  Silveira  de  Souza,  councillor  to  his 
liur>erial  Mjyesty  the  Emperor,  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  that 
he  has  this  day  received  a  communication  from  Rear- Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis,  com- 
nundingthe  United  States  South  Atlantic  squadron,  informing  Mm  that  the  United 
States  streamer  Wasp,  sent  by  him  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  from  that 
city  the  United  States  minister,  Charles  A.  Washburn,  and  family,  has  been  i»revented 
by  the  commander  of  the  allied  forces  from  ^oing  to  ALSuncion,  as  her  commanding  offi- 
c»T  Tvas  ordered  to  do,  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  to  which  he  was  assigned,  by  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Davis,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
basiHl  upon  an  application  from  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  rnit€4  States ;  and,  in  consequence  of  such  grave  denial  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Wasp,  after  making  repeated  amilications  to  pass 
the  lines  of  the  aUies  engaged  in  a  war  against  the  government  of  Paraguay,  has  re- 
turned to  Montevideo,  and  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States 
8i>tith  Atlantic  squadron  that  he  has  been  prevented  from  executing  the  duty  upon 
vhich  he  was  detached  by  the  peremptory  refusal  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
allie<l  forces,  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  to  permit  him  to  pass  his  lines  on  the  Pjiraguay. 

This  verj' extraordinary  and  most  uigustifiable  proceociing  on  the  part  of  Marquis  de 
Caxias,  ^'commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces,  and,  in  the  interim,  of  the  aUied 
armies,''  an  he  signs  himself,  is  in  open  defiance  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and, 
in  view  of  what  transpire<l  between  the  undersigned  and  the  government  of  his  Impe- 
rial Majesty  in  August,  1866,  is  an  outrage  against  "  the  sovereignty  and  hopor  of  the 
l.'nited  States"  which  calls  for  prompt  and  severe  censure  of  the  offender. 

When,  in  1861,  the  President  of  Maranhao  outraged  the  feelings  of  a  friendly  nation 
hy  admitting  the  pirate  Sumter  within  his  port,  and  furnished  her  with  the  necessary 
coiils  and  provisions  wherewith  to  continue  her  depredations  upon  the  unarmed  and 
miprot'ectc^  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  when  the  then  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  justified  that  act  of  the  President  of  Maranhao,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
TJuited  Stat'OS  said  "  the  proceeding  of  the  President  of  Maranhao,  and  the  approval 
of  his  conduct  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  is  intolerable,"  and  the  undersigned 
was  directed  to  **a8k  that  such  measures  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  case  as  will 
make  the  President  of  Maranhao  sensible  of  his  Majesty's  displeasure." 

The  procee<lings  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  against  the  "sovereignty  and  honor  of  the 
United  Stat4^^"  is  far  more  offensive  than  was  the  conduct  of  the  President  of  Maran- 
hao, because  he  well  knew  that  in  1866  the  United  State*  had  fonually  advised  Brazil 
that  she  would  i>ermit  no  such  violation  of  her  sovereign  rights,  and  that  Brazil  had 
thereupon  reconsidere<l  and  reversed  her  offensive  action.  He  has  therefore  acted  with 
full  knowledge  that  he  was  grossly  offending  the  sovereignty  and  honor  of  the  United 
States,  and  setting  at  defiance  its  remonstrances  and  the  recognition  of  •those  remon- 
nrances  by  BrazlL 

Kear- Admiral  Davis,  in  his  official  note  to  the  undersigned,  says :  "  Acting  under 
instnictions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\y,  I  recently  sent  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp,  of  my  squadron,  to  the  seat  of  war,  wr  the  puri)ose  of  taking  Mr.  Washburn  and 
family  out  of  Paraguay,  in  compliance  with  a  retjuest  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
relieve  Mr.  Washbuni  from  his  embarrassing  and  probably  dangerous  situation."  This 
humane  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  goveriunent  of  Washington  has,  your  excellency 
Well  knows,  been  thwarted  by  the  rejiresentative  of  Brazil  on  the  Paraguay,  he  well 
knowing  at  the  time  that  he  was  outraging  the  **  sovereignty  and  honor  of  the  United 
States,"  and  setting  at  defiance  the  explicit  understanding  at  which  the  United  States 
and  Brazil  had  arrived  in  1866. 

The  undersigned  therefore  feels  it  his  duty  to  ask  such  censure  of  the  Marquis  de 
Caxias  as,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  he  demanded  when  the  President  of  Maran- 
luio  offensively  placed  the  piratical  vessel  of  parties  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
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.States  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  national  ships  of  the  friendly  nation  against 
which  tliey  were  in  rebellion. 

That  Brazil  will  promptly  and  most  emphatically  repudiate  the  extraordinary  and 
very  unfriendly  cou<lnet  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  the  undersigned  does  not  for  a  mo- 
ment donht ;  and  as  his  indefensible  interference  haB  already  caused  a  delay  of  at  least 
four  months  in  relieving  the  United  States  minister  and  his  family  from  what  his  gov- 
ernment consider  an  "  emban-assing^'  and  possibly  *'  dangerous  situation,"  the  under- 
signed earnestly  entreats  that  the  government  of  Brazil  will,  without  any  unnecessary 
delay,  issue  instructions  that  all  hiudrnncc  to  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  passing 
through  the;  line*  of  the  allies  be  withdrawn,  and  promptly  advise  the  undersignea 
that  such  hindrance  ha«  altogether  ceased,  in  order  tliat  he  may  inform  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  United  States  South  Atlantic  squadron  that  there  will  be  no  further 
interference  by  any  representative  of  Brazil  with  the  performance  of  his  duty  to  hu- 
manity and  to  Iiis  government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  aj»ar- 
ance  of  his  respect  and  high  consideration.  i 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

His  Excellency  JoAo  Silvkiija  de  Souza, 

Councillor  to  hh  Imperial  Majenty  the  Emperor^ 
Mhmtei'  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Admiral  Datis  to  Mr,  Wehb, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Guerriere,  (1st  rate,) 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  l,  1868. 
Dear  Sir  :  Acting  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  recently  sent 
theUnit<^d  States  steamer  Wasp,  of  my  squadron,  to  the  wat  of  war  for  the  purjloseof 
taking  Mr.  Washburn  out  of  Paraguay,  in  compliiince  with  a  request  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stat^  to  relieve  Mr.  Wasbbuni  from  his  embarrassing  and  probably  dangerom 
situation.  The  commander-in-<'bief,  Martpiis  de  Caxias,  declines  to  allow  the  Wasp  to 
go  up  tt>  Paragimy,  and  while  he  ]»rotesscsa  desire  to  facilitate  Mr.  Washburn's  depart- 
ure, he  proposes  such  methods  oC  iR'com[)lishing  it  as  are  regarded  by  Mr.  Washboni 
either  as  impraeticable  or  illnsoiy.  It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  a  means  of 
carr>'ing  out  the  wishes  of  the  de])artment,  and  very  accejjtalde  to  Mr.  Waiibborn, 
whose  desire  to  leave  Paraguay  shows  itself  jjlainly  in. his  letters,  if  you  would  procure 
an  order  f^>ni  the  government  here  to  the  cx)mmander-in-chief  to  allow  the  Wasp  to  go 
up  the  Paraguay  to  a  convenient  point  of  embarcation. 

Prej*ident  Lopez  offei*s  no  obstacles  to  Mr.  Washburn's  departure,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
promises  to  aid  it. 

The  inclosed  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Washburn  and  the  Marquis  de 
Caxias  will  make  you  aequainted  with  the  relations  of  the  parties,  and  >vill  save  my 
writing  a  long  letter. 

Xery  respectfully  and  tnily,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DA\'IS. 
His  Excellency  J.  Wat.son  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  in  Brazil,  Boa  Viagem, 


Mr,  Washhum  to  Commander  Kirldand, 

Headquarters  Paraguay  Army, 

San  Fernando,  May  14,  1868L 
Sir  :  Your  two  letters  of  April  26  were  received  by  me  in  Asuncion  on  the  7th  instant 
In  your  official  note  you  advise  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  Wasp,  under  your  command,  at 
Curnpaiti,  and  that  you  are  in  readiness  to  take  me,  my  famOy,  and  effects  on  board, 
and  convey  me  to  such  point  on  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  as  I  may  prefer.  You  are  probably 
aware  that  all  land  communication  between  this  point  and  Curnpaiti  is  verj-  difficult, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  or  nearly  so  for  my  wife,  clyJd,  and  servants  to  reach 
the  latter  place  except  by  way  of  the  river.  You  are  also  aware  that  for  military  rea- 
sons the  Paraguay  steamers'  do  not  go  so  far  down  the  river.  In  order  therefore  that 
my  family  may  be  put  on  board  the  Wasp  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  come  higher  up 
the  river.  I  have  therefore  come  down  to  this  place  to  consult  with  his  excellency 
Marshal  Lopez,  and  ascertain  if  the  military  situation  were  such  that  the  Wasp  could 
without  risk  or  difficulty  come  up  the  river  to  near  this  place.    His  excellency  advises 
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me  that  there  will  be  no  objection  made  on  the  part  of  Paraguay,  and  that  the  steamer 
can  come  without  ineonvenience  to  such  point  below  the  month  of  the  Tcbicuary  as 
may  be  signaled  on  her  arrival.  At  such  point  the  tran^r  of  all  persons  and  eiieets 
from  a  Para^iay  vessel  may  be  easily  made. 

His  excellency  not  only  inter^toses  no  objections,  to  the  coming;  up  of  the  Wasp,  but 
with  great  kindness  and'  courtesy  he  has  offered  me  letters  to  the  commandtTS  of  the 
two  fortified  places  on  the  river  between  here  and  Curupiiiti,  in  which  he  ha«  given 
onlers  that  on  your  arrival  at  those  places  you  will  be  allowed  to  pass  without  molesta- 
tion. These  letters  I  inclose  to  you  herewith  to  be  delivered  by  you  accordingly  as 
they  are  addressed.  His  excellency  President  Lopez  has  also  offered  kindly  to  provide 
a  pilot  for  the  streamer  from  Humaita  to  and  above  Timba,  should  it  be  found  necessary. 
I  think  therefore  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  coming  up  to  near  this  place. 

With  your  letter  of  the  26th  April  I  also  received  one,  dated  April  4,  from  Mr.  HoUis- 
ter.  United  States  consul  in  Buenos  Ayres.  In  this  he  advises  me  that  a  few  days  before 
he  had  delivered  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Borges,  Bnuilian  minister  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
a  package  of  correspondence,  including  dispatches  from  Washington,  from  Admiral 
Davis,  and  from  Miniiiter  Webb,  besides  private  letters,  and  that  he  had  promised  to 
forwaid  them  with  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxiai»,  requesting  him  to  pass  them 
throQgh  the  military  lines.  The  consul  also  advised  me  that  he  iiad  been  presented 
with  a  bill  against  me  for  some  provisions  that  had  been  sent  some  months  before,  and 
that  he  would  notify  you  of  the  fact,  that  you  may  look  for  them  and  take  them  on 
boanl  if  you  found  them,  and  bring  them  up  the  river  to  me.  But  neither  the  dispatches 
Dor  the  provisions  have  ever  reached  me,  and  you  make  Uo  mentitm  of  having  looked 
for  them  in  your  letters.  It  is  very  important  that  I  receive  everything  intended  for 
me  before  the  Wasp  returns,  and  I  trust  you  will  try  and  tind  all  that  may  have  been 
sent,  and  bring  it  with  you. 

I  return  immediately  to  Asuncion  to  have  everything  ready  on  being  notified  of 
your  arrival  near  this  place.  There  being  constant  telegraphic  communication 'between 
here  and  the  capital,  you  will  probably  be  detained  but  a  short  time  before  all  would 
l)e  ready  for  your  departure.  The  point  on  the  river  where  you  will  probably  come  to 
anchor  is  off:'  a  place  called  Tacuaras,  where  there  is  a  guard-house  and  some  soldiers 
8tatione<L  It  is  but  a  short  distance  below  the  Tebicuari. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

Commander  William  A.  Kirklaxd, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Sitam^^  Wa«p,  off  Curupaiti, 


Mr,  Washburn  to  Lieutenant  Commander  KirJcland, 

Headquarters  Paraguay  Army, 

San  Fernandoj  May  15,  1868. 
Sir  :  Since  writing  my  letter  of  yesterday  President  Lopez  has  given  me  some  further 
information  in  regam  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  above  Himiaita.  His  officers  at  all 
IM)ints  will  be  advised  beforehand  of  your  coming,  and  when  a  little  below  Humaita 
yon  can  communicate  with  the  ccmiandante,  and  deliver  to  him  the  onler  of  President 
Loi>ez,  and  he  will  ftimish  you  with  a  pilot  to  take  you  above  Humaita,  when  you  can 
put  him  ashore  and  move  on  towards  Timba.  As  you  approach  you  will  do  well  to 
hear  a  little  to  the  left,  though  keeping  a  good  distance  from  the  shore.  Here  you  can 
eommnnicate  with  the  officer  in  commanrf  as  at  Humaita,  and  there  pass  on  until  you 
get  Dear  the  mouth  of  the  Bemajo.  At  this  point  it  will  be  necessary'  to  make  a  partic- 
ular signal  that  the  guard  there  nfay  know  tliat  it  is  not  an  enemy,  and  that  it  is  the 
«wne  they  have  been  advised  of  beforehand,  and  been  onlered  not  to  molest.  The 
^"■ignals  that  the  guards  will  be  instructed  to  look  for  will  be  as  follows :  Astc^m  the 
Anierican  ffag  as  usual,  at  the  fore  the  Paraguay  flag,  and  an  American  flag  at  each  of 
the  other  two  masts:  thus  having  up  three  American  and  one  Paraguay  flags.  Another 
precaution,  that  probably  will  not  be  necessary,  will  be,  in  case  there  should  be  any 
wj?ns  after  passing  the  Bem^o  that  the  orders  given  by  President  Lopez  have  not  been 
fully  understood,  to  dip  the  two  forward  flags,  the  Paraguayan  and  the  one  at  the  miz- 
zeiunast.  It  is  not  apprehended,  however,  that  this  will  be  necessary,  as  ortlers  will  be 
^nt  to  all  points  describing  the  steamer  and  giving  the  signals.  But  no  special  signals 
from  the  steamer  until  you  get  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bam^o  will  be  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  W^ASHBURN. 
Commander  William  A.  Kirklanb, 

Cimmanding  U,  S,  Steamer  THwp,  off  CurupaitL 
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lAeutenant  Commander  Eirkland  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxia9. 

*  United  Stateh  Steamer  Wasp, 

CurupaiHj  Ma^n,  186a 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  a  comiminication  from  his  excellency  Charles  A.  Wwh- 
buni,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Asuncion,  Paraguay,  in  which  he  says 
asiollows: 

"  You  are  probably  aware  that  all  land  communication  between  San  Fernando  (the 
headciuarters  of  the  army  of  Paraguay)  and  Cunipaiti  is  very  difficult,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible,  or  nearly  so,  for  my  wife,  chila,  and  servants,  to  reach  the  latter 
place,  except  by  way  of  the  river.  You  are  also  aware  that,  for  military  reasons,  the 
Paraguay  steamers  do  not  go  so  far  down  the  river.  In  order,  therefore,  that  my  family 
niav  be  put  on  board  the  Wasp,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  come  higher  up  the  river, 
and  his  excellency  Marshal  Loi)ez  advises  me  that  there  will  l>e  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  Paraguay,  and  that  the  steamer  can  come  to  such  poi  it  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Tebicuari  as  may  be  signalized  on  her  arrival;  at  such  point  the  transfer  from  a  Para- 
guayan vessel  may  be  easily  made." 

Under  the  above  specified  circumstances,  therefore,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
your  excellency  will  allow  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  through  the  alhed 
fleet  anchoretl  below  and  above  Humaita,  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  may  proceed  to 
Tucuara,  below  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tebicuari,  for  the  puriK)8e  of  embarking  his 
excellency  Mr.  Washburn,  with  his  family  and  private  eflfectk 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieut,  Com.  U.  S,  N.,  Com^g  U,  8,  8.  Waij^ 
His  Excellency  Marquis  de  Caxia8, 

Marshal  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Allied  Army 

in  operation  against  tfie  Government  of  Paraguay, 


The  Marquis  de  Caxias  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirlclandy 

[OiBce  of  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forcei,  and  for  the  time  being  of  the  allied  armie*  oper- 
ating AgainHt  the  government  of  Paraguay.] 

Headquarters  in  Pfira-Gi-^, 
Before  Humaita,  May  23, 1868. 

Illustrious  Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  22d  instant, 
directed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  A.  Kirkland,  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp,  which  reached  me  yesterday  at  7  o'clock  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kirkland  asks  my  permission  for  the  steamer  under  his  command 
to  pn«s  the  Brazilian  squadron,  the  division  lying  lielow  Humaita,  and  that  which  forced 
its  paiwajje  above,  and  to  continue  on  up  as  far  as  Tucuara,  below  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Tebicuari,  in  onler  to  receive  on  board  Mr.  W^ashbum  with  his  family  and  baggage. 
Commander  William  A.  Kirkland  bases  his  request  on  the  reasons  given  him  by  the 
a))ove-mentioued  Minister  Washburn,  which  may  be  reduced  to  the  following : 

1st.  The  great  ditfieulty  which  exists  at  present  in  the  land  communication  between 
San  Fernando  (the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  Paraguay)  and  Cumpaiti,  which  renders 
it  impossible,  or  almost  so,  for  his  excellency,  his  family  and  servants,  to  arrive  at  the 
last-named  place,  except  by  water  transportation. 

*M.  That  since  for  military  reasons  the  Paraguayan  steamers  do  not  descend  the  river 
so  far.  Minister  Washburn  infers  that  in  orderfor'himself  and  family  to  leave  Paraguay, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  United  States  steamer  should  go  to  some  point  l)elow  the  month 
of  the  Tebicuari,  signaling  it«  arrival  there;  that  Marshal  Lopez  advises  hint  that 
there  wouUl  1>e  no  opposition  to  all  this  on  the  part  of  Paraguay ;  and  that,  finally,  at 
the  point  above  mentioned,  it  would  be  easy  to  transfer  to  the  North  American  steamer 
Minister  Waahbum  and  family,  servants,  and  baggage,  arriving  there  in  a  Paraguay 
vessel. 

In  reply,  I  will  commence  by  expressing  to  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  A.  Kirkland 
the  great  regret  I  feel  at  not  b«jing  able  to  comply  with  his  request,  in  which  I  am  gov- 
ernc<l  by  considerations  of  the  first  importance  and  of  manifest  propriety. 

lliose  military  reasons  of  which  his  excellency  Minister  Waahbum  speaks  as  prevent- 
ing the  Paraguayan  st'Camei)  from  coming  so  far  down  the  river,  and  which  indeed  hardly 
admit  that  they  should  go  to  the  point  indicated  below  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tehicn- 
ar>%  are  the  same  that  govern  me  and  place  me  in  the  disagreeable  position  of  not  being 
able  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  his  excellency  Minister  Washburn  and  of  Lieutenant 
Conmiandet  W.  A.  Kirkland. 
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Operations  and  movemente  of  war  which  shortly  have  to  be  carried  into  effect  near 
the  place  indicated  as  the  destination  of  the  North  American  steamer  render  it  less 
Miitable  and  convenient  for  the  proposed  object  of  the  worthy  commander^  whom  on 
thi«  occasion  I  onght  to  inform  that  a  few  days  since  a  Paraj^iayan  steamer,  the  Pira- 
bete,  I  jndge,  in  itespit^  of  these  military  reasons,  arrived  at  l*ifar,  where  she  was  seen 
•od  watched,  and  wiiere  she  tirwl  several  cannon  shots  on  shore. 

What  I  have  here  briefly  stated  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  does  not  mean 
that  I  intend  to  obstruct,  in  the  least,  the  dejiarture  of  his  excellency  Minister  Wash- 
bam  and  his  family  from  Paraguay. 

If  1  cannot  accede  to  the  means  proiKiscd,  I  will  point  out  another  method  which 
^ill  produce  the  same  result,  uniting  all  the  ailvantages  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  nations 
and  of  war  for  the  observance  of  belligerents  and  neutrals.  Let  his  excellency  Mr. 
Wasbbam  embark  his  family,  servants,  and  baggage,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  to 
him, in  a  Paraguayan  steamer,  which,  with  a  flag  of  tnice,  can  come  down  the  river  as 
&r  as  Pilar  or  as  Tagy.  His  excellency  will  find  at  either  of  these  points  all  the  vehicles 
of  transportation  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  his  family  and  baggage  by  land  as 
fiu-  as  Cumpaiti,  for  which  I  will  give  immediate  orders,  satisfled  that  his  excellency 
Minister  Washburn  will  make  a  comfortable  Journey  until  he  embarks  on  board  the 
steamer  Wasp  at  Cumpaiti. 

Ton  herein  see,  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland,  the  gooil  will  and  earnest  desire  that 
prompt  me  to  aid  his  excellency  Mr.  Washburn  in  leaving  Paraguay  and  in  going 
wherever  he  wishes. 

The  reply  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  will  guide  me  in  taking  the  measures 
and  the  orders  that  may  be  necessary. 

I  cannot  omit  improving  this  opnortunity  of  tendering  to  Lieutenant  Commander  W. 
A.  Kirkland  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and  perfect  esteem. 

M.  DE  CAXLIS. 

Lieutenant  Commander  W.  A.  Kirkland, 

Commanding  liorth  American  Steamer  Wasp, 


Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  to  Mr,  Washburn, 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 

Curupaiti,  May  23,  1868. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant  were  received  by  me  on  the 
^st  instant.  On  the  22tl  I  wrote  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  and  asked  permission  to 
pass  through  his  fleet,  in  onlor  to  reach  Tacuara,  below  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tebicu- 
aiy,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  yourself,  ftimily,  &c.  On  the  23d,  (this  afternoon,)  I 
rpceived  his  answer,  which  was  partly  as  follows ; 

*•  In  reply,  I  must  express  to  Lieutenant  Commander  William  A.  Kirkland  the  great 
rfjjntt  I  feel  in  not  being  able  to  comply  with  his  request,  beinp  forced  to  this  by  con- 
siderations of  great  imjMirtance,  and  moreover  it  would  be  very  improper  to  do 'so.  The 
military  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Washburn  why  the  Paraguay  vessels  could  not  descend 
80  low,  and  why  they  might  not  be  permitted  to  go  to  a  certain  jmint  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Tebiciiary,  are  agreed  to  l»y  me,  and  put  me  in  the  unpleasant  position  of  being 
obliged  to  deny  the  request  of  Minister  Washburn  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Wil- 
liam A.  Kirkland,  whom  I  must  now  inform  that,  a  few  days  ago,  a  Paraguayan  vessel, 
(the  Pirabete,  I  think,)  contrary  to  all  sujiposition,  came  down  as  far  as  Pilar,  where 
it  was  seen  and  watched,  and  whence  several  cannon  shots  were  fired  towards  the 
sbore.'^ 

The  marquis  then  goes  on  to  say,  if  Mr,  Washburn  will  embark  in  a  Paraguayan 
8t<ramer  and  come  down  the  river  to  Pilar  or  Tagy,  with  a  fla^  of  tnice  flying,  that  he 
will  meet  at  either  of  these  twp  points  all  the  vehicles  which  may  be  necessary  to 
transport  his  family  and  baggage  to  Cumpaiti  by  land ;  and  he  concbules  his  letter  by 
asranng  me  that  he  will  give  the  necessary  orders,  and  that  you  shall  be  well  provided 
for.  He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  is  convince<l  you  will  have  a  comfortable 
voyage  nntiU  in  Cumpaiti,  you  embark  on  Iwanl  the  Wasp. 

The  admiral  is  in  Rio,  and  has  sent  me  no  orders.  Therefore,  if  you  wish  to,  and  can 
pome,  it  will  be  advisable  to  accejit  M.  de  Caxias's  offer,  otherwise  a  very  long  delay 
may  occur.  Let  me  know  at  once  whether  I  shall  expect  yon.  Your  letters,  I  under- 
Ktaud,  were  returned  to  Mr.  H<dlister  at  Buenos  Ayifes.  Your  other  articles  I  have 
beard  nothing  about ;  but  it  must  be  all  right,  as  you  have  the  bill. 
I  am,  SIT,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U,  S.  Xary^  Commanding  U,  8,  S,  Wasp, 

His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minisier  Resident  of  the  United  States  at  Asuncion,  Paraguay, 
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Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  to  the  MarquU  de  Caxias. 

United  States  STEA>fER  Wasp, 

CurupaUi,  May  24,  1668. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coinmnnication  of  the  23d 
inRtantf  in  which  yon  state  that  yon  cannot  satisfy  the  request  made  in  my  coinmnni- 
cation to  yon  of  the  2!2d  instant,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Uuit-ed  States  steamer 
Wasp  should  he  permitted  by  yon  to  pass  through  the  alHeil  fleet,  and  as  far  up  the 
Paraguay  river  as  a  point  calieti  Tacuara,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  on  board  the  United  States  minister  resident  at  Asuncion,  his 
excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn,  with  his  family,  servants,  and  baggage. 

Your  excellency,  as  I  understand  it,  proposes  that  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Wash- 
bum,  should  come  to  Pilar  or  to  Tagy  in  a  Paraguayan  8t4*amer,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
that  at  one  of  these  points  to  be  agreed  upon,  your  excellency  will  cause  to  be  provided 
such  transportation  as  under  the  circnrostanees  may  be  fitting  and  necessary  to  bring 
himself,  family,  and  baggage  to  Cumpaiti  by  land.  As  the  mission  here  of  this  vessel 
is  to  embark  the  American  minister,  your  refusal  to  permit  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp  to  pass  through  the  allied  fleet  and  up  to  Tacuara  for  that  purpose,  leave  me  only 
one  course  to  pursue.  I  shall,  therefore,  inform  his  excellency  Mr.  Washburn  of  your 
answer  and  your  courteous  ofter,  and  shall  await  his  reply. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  reijuest  that  you  will  cause  to  be  forwarded  at  an  early 
moment  the  accompanying  letter  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Washburn  at  Asuncion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U,  S,  Xarjff  Commanding  l\  8.  S,  Watp, 
His  Excellency  the  Marquis  De  Caxias, 

Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces^  and.,  in  the  interim^ 

of  the  allied  army  in  ojterations  against  the  government  qf  Paraguay, 


Marquis  de  Caxias  to  Lieut  Commander  W,  A,  Eirlclnnd,  U.  5.  X. 

[Translation.] 

[Office  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces,  and  for  the  time  being  of  the  allied  amiici 
in  operation  against  the  govemiuont  of  Paraguay.] 

Headquarters  in  Peba-Cu^ 

Brfore  Humaita,  May  ^,  166a 
S.  Sa.  Lieut.  W.  A.  Kirkland,  ' 

Commander  of  the  Xorth  American  Steamer  Wasp : 
I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  24th  instant,  sent  me  by 
Lieutenant  Commander  W.  A.  Kirkland,  commander  of  the  North  American  steamer 
Wasp. 

In  reply,  I  communicate  to  you,  to-day,  that,  as  yon  will  perceive  by  the  accomitany- 
ing  copy  of  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  Baron  of  Passage,  comniauder  of  the  advanced 
division  of  the  Brazilian  squadron,  the  note  directed  to  Mr.  Washburn,  American  min- 
ister at  Asuncion,  was  delivered  to-day  to  a  Paraguayan  officer  appointed  to  rec4*ive  it, 
at  the  enemy's  fort  in  front  of  Timba. 

As  soon  as  a  reply  comes  to  hand  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit  it  to  Lieutenant  Coi»- 
mander  W.  A.  Kirkland,  to  whom  I  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my  consideration  and 
esteem.  • 

M.  DE  CAXIAS. 


Baron  of  Passage  to  Marquis  de  Caxias. 

fTranslation.] 

Tamandar^.,  (iron-clad,) 

Off  the  Island  of  Guayacaru,  May  25,  186S, 

IiXMO.  ExMO.  Sr.  :  In  execution  of  your  excellency's  order  of  yesterday,  inclosiDg  a 

letter  from  Commander  Kirkland,  commanding  the  North  American  ^unlxmt  Wasp,  to 

the  American  minister,  residing  in  Asuncion,  which*  order  reached  this  division  at  4.30 

p.  m.,  I  set  out  immediately  in  the  monitor  Para;  but  arriving  at  night  at  the  camp  in 
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front  of  the  island  Guayacam,  I  retiirnwl  in  the  monitor,  and  this  morning  I  went  in 
the  Tamandar^  to  the  enemy's  fort  fronting  Timba,  near  which  I  delivered  the  letter 
in  question  to  a  Paraguayan  officer  who  came  in  a  boat  to  receive  it. 
God  keep  yoor  excellency. 

BARON  OF  PASSAGE, 
Commander  of  Advanced  Divinon, 
His  Excellency  Marquis  dr  Caxias, 

CommaRder-in-chiefy  ^'c,  ^-c. 


Mr.  Wdtkburn  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Eirkland. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

J«tincto?i,  June  3,  1868. 

Sir:  Your  interesting  letter,  bearing  date  of  the  23<1  instant,  lia,s  been  received.  In 
it  Toa  advise  me  that  you  had  asked  permission  of  the  Marriuis  de  Caxias  to  pass 
throagh  the  allied  sc^uadron,  which  request  had  not  been  accede<l  to,  but  that  he  had 
promi8e<l  that  if  myself  and  family  would  go  dow^n  tlie  river  in  a  Paraguay  steamer  as 
txT  as  Pilar  or  Tagy,  he  woidd  provide  all  the  vehicles  necessjiry  to  transiwrt  ua  to 
Cunipaiti.  In  answer  to  this  proposition  of  his  excellency  the  marquis,  I  have  only 
this  to  say,  that  the  state  of  Mrs.  Washburn's  health  is  such  that  it  is  quite  out  of  the 
question  for  her  to  think  of  making  the  proposed  journey  by  laud.  Besides  this,  I 
consider  that  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  has  no  right  w^hatever  to  jjrevent  the  passage  ot 
the  Wasp  above  the  squadron.  I  had  supposed  that  all  questions  of  that  sort  were 
settled  by  the  case  of  the  Shamokin.  It  is  true  that  the  Brazilian  government  on  that 
occasion  said  it  would  protest,  but  when  our  government  was  informed  of  this,  the' 
j^rretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seward,  wrote  to  our  minister  at  Rio,  Mr.  Webb,  that  he  "  would 
|bot  even  consent  to  argiie  the  question.^'  Since  the  passage  of  the  Shamokin,  the 
French,  English,  and  Italian  gunboats  have  all  been  allowed  to  pass  above  the  squad- 
ron, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  without  any  protest  or  other  objection  being  made.  By 
what  authority  of  law  or  justice  do  they  deny  to  the  United  States  rights  and  immuni- 
ties that  are  freely  granted  to  other  nations? 

The  proposition  of  the  marquis,  that  if  we  are  so  disposed  we  may  ^o  by  land,  is 
similar  to  that  which  was  made  to  me  by  the  Paraguayan  government,  in  tne  case  of 
the  Brazilian  minister,  Senhor  Vianna  de  Lima,  alter  the  taking  of  the  Marquis  de 
Olinda  and  the  suspension  of  his  diplomatic  relations.  When  I  interfere<l  in  his  Dehalf, 
I  was  told  he  could  go  by  land.  But  I  rejected  the  proyKmition  as  absurd,  and  my  con- 
duct in  that  matter  was  highly  approved  by  the  Brazilian  government  and  pre«8,  while 
that  of  Paraguay  was  universally  condemned  by  both.  Does  the  Marquis  de  Caxias 
expect  me  to  accept  terms  for  myself  and  family  that  I  would  not  accept  for  a  Brazilian 
minister  f    Will  you  please  call  his  attention  to  tl^is,  if  you  have  the  opportunity  f 

Yon  inform  me'^that  the  admiral  is  in  Rio,  and  that  he  has  sent  you  no  orders.  Prob- 
ably he  did  not  anticipate  that  the  allies  would  renew  their  discourtesy  and  unlawful 
pnxNceclings  towards  tlie  United  States  after  the  lesson  they  received  at  the  time  of  my 
coming  to  Paraguay.  He  could  not  suppose  that  after  the  qiiestion  of  right  had  been 
establwhed,  and  the  allies  had  repeatedly  conceded  it  by  allowing  the  war  vessels  of 
other  nations  to  pass  nnqiiestione<l,  that  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  would  have  the  assur- 
ance to  deny  to  the  Wasp  the  same  right.  In  my  opinion,  your  legal  rights  to  pass 
were  so  clear  and  well  established,  that  you  were  under  no  obligations  to  ask  his  i>er- 
mission,  but  only,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  notify  him  of  your  arrival,  and  that  in  ful- 
fillment of  your  instructions  you  woidd  hud  it  necessary  to  pass  above  his  squadron.  Of 
<^urse,  not  knowing  what  your  instructions  were  from  the  admiral,  I  therefore  am  not 
c-<mipetent  to  give  a  definite  opinicm.  But  if  they  were  similar  to  those  of  Captain 
Cn«by  when  he  came  up  with  the  Shamokin,  you  would  have  been  justified  in  taking 
that  course.  And  if  von  had  no  instnictions  at  jUI,  it  would  have  been  the  same,  as 
Hinee  the  passage  of  the  Shamokin  the  Brazilians  have  repeate<lly  recognized  the 
right  of  neutral  gunboats  to  pass  the  blockade.  Under  all  the  cirmimstances, 
therefore,  unless  you  have  positive  orders  to  the  contrary,  my  opinion  is  that  on  receipt 
of  this  yon  should  advise  the  Marrjuis  de  Caxias  that,  for  the  reascms  I  have  given,  his 
pwposition  that  we  should  go  by  laud  from  Pilar  or  Tagy  to  Curupaiti  cannot  be 
accepted,  and  that  therefore  you  will  be  under  the  necessity  to  pass  through  the  squad- 
ron. Should  he  reply  that  he  will  not  i>ennit  it,  but  will  stop  you  by  force,  I  should 
nevertheless  start,  and  if  he  fires  across  your  bows,  then  I  should  come  to  and  fall  back 
l»eh»w  the  squadron  and  wait  ftirther  orders.  But  do  not  on  any  account  leave  the 
river,  or  go  below  Corrientes,  till  so  ordered.  After  having  vindicated  our  rights  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  so  effectively,  let  us  not  abandoa  them  and  have  the  whole  work  to 
do  over  again.  It  is  a  national  question,  and  your  position  is  one  of  great  responsi- 
bility ;  and  the  government,  I  am  satisfied,  will  sustain  you  in  a  firm  and  deter- 
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mined  course.  So  far  as  I  may  and  can  do  it,  I  take  all  responsibility  of  the  course 
which  I  have  recommended.  If,  after  all,  yon  should  fail  to  pa^  the  blockade,  will  you 
please  advise  the  admiral  of  our  situation  here:  that  the  family  of  the  United  Stat^ 
minister  resident  in  Asuncion  are,  by  tlie  act  of  tlit  Marquis  de  Caxias,  virtually  de- 
tained as  prisoners  in  Paraguay.  I  say  the  family^  for,  of  course,  were  I  alone,  I  could 
go  through  the  Chaco,  or  by  any  route  through  which  there  is  military  communication, 
and  my  departure  would  depend  on  emergencies  or  on  instructions  received  from  the 
State  Department,  as  it  must  finally  in  any  ca«e. 

You  inform  me  that  my  correspondence  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo  has 
been  returned  to  Consul'  HoUister.  That  is  certainly  a  very  strange  proceeding,  and 
looks  like  a  trick  so  that  I  should  not  get  it.  You  might,  however,  I  would  suppose, 
have  sent  us  a  few  newspapers,  or  clippings  from  newspai>er8,  to  inform  us  of  what  is 
transpiring  in  a  world  from  which  wo  nave  heard  nothing  for  the  last  seven  months. 
If,  however,  you  do  not  come  up,  you  will  probably  write  me  again  very  soon.  In  that 
case  do  try  and  send  us  some  news.  Very  likely  the  dispatches  returned  to  Mr.  HoUis- 
ter will  have  come  back  by  that  time,  with  others  additional.  Also  try  and  learn 
something  of  the  provisions^  and  bring  or  send  all  and  everything  of  mine  that  you  can. 
Our  necessities  are  very  great. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBLltN. 

Lient^  Com.  William  A.  Kirkland, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 


Commsn  \er  Kirkland  to  ike  Marquis  de  Coxitis, 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp,         f 
Off  Curupaiti,  Paraguay  River j  June  8, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  a  communication  from  his  excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 
minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Asuncion,  Paraguay,  extracts  from  which  I 
herewith  submit  for  your  excellency's  consideration. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Washburn  writes  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  answer  to  the  proposition  of  his  excellency  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  to  furnish  all 
necessary  transportation  by  land  from  Pilar  or  Tagy  to  Curupaiti,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  the' state  of  Mrs.  Washburn's  health  is  such  that  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  for 
her  to  think  of  making  the  proposed  journey  by  land.  Besides  this,  I  consider  that  the 
Marqnis  de  Caxias  has  no  right  whatever  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  Wasp  above 
the  squadron.  Since  the  passage  of  the  Shamokin,  the  French,  English,  and  Italian 
^inboats  have  all  l>een  allowed  to  pass  above  the  fleet.  By  what  authority  of  law  or 
justice  do  they  deny  to  the  United  Slater  right*  and  immunities  that  are  granted  to 
other  nations  f  In  the  case  of  the  Brazilian  minister  to  Paraguay,  Senhor  Vianna  de 
Lima,  after  the  taking  of  the  Marquis  de  Olinda,  when  I  interfered  in  his  behalf,  I  was 
told  he  could  go  by  land,  but  I  rejected  the  proposition  as  absurd.  Does  the  Marquis 
de  Caxias  expect  me  to  accept  terms  for  myself  and  family  that  I  would  not  accept  for 
A  Brazilian  minister  f  Since  the  passage  of  the  Shamokin  the  Brazilians  have  repeat- 
edly recognized  the  rights  of  neutral  gunboat-s  to  pass  the  blockade,  and  if  you  should 
not  be  all()wed  to  pass  through  the  allied  fleet,  you  will  please  mlvise  the  admiral  of 
our  situation  here,  that  the  tamily  of  the  United  States  minister  resident  are,  by  the 
act  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  virtually  detained  as  prisoners  in  Paraguay." 

Having  thus  brought  to  your  excellency's  notice  the  situation  as  set  forth  in  M|. 
Wash^jum's  letter,  1  shall  await  for  twenty-four  hours,  or  longer  if  necessary,  any  com- 
munication which  you  may  wish  to  direct  to  me  in  reply. 

And  assuring  your  excellency  of  the  continuance  ot  my  high  esteem,  I  remain  your 
obedient  servant, 

H  W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 

Ueut,  Com'r  U,  S.  Navy,  Com'g.  U.  S.  Steamer  Wasp. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Caxias, 

Marshal  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces ^  and  in 

the  intetim  of  the  allied  armies  in  operation  against  the  government  of  Paraguay, 
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The  Marquis  de  Caxiaa  to  Commander  Kirkland. 
[Translation.] 

[Office  oftlieCommander-in-ehiet  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces,  and  for  the  time  being  of  all  the  allied 
ai'uiies  in  operation  agaluvt  the  government  of  Paraguay.] 

Headquarters  Pera-Cu^:, 

Before  Hnmaitay  June  8,  1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reply  to  the  note  of  this  date,  addressed  to 
me  by  Mr.  >Villiam  A.  Kirkland,  comniaudm^  the  Ainerican  gunboat  AVasp. 

I  have  read  with  dne  attention  the  letter  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Washbnrn  to  Lieutenant 
Commander  Kirkland,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  in  the  not<}  \«  which  this  is  a 
reply,  and  it  gives  me  pain  to  perceive  that  Mr.  Washburn  declines  to  accept  the  plan 
which  I  hiid  the  honor  to  propose  to  him  for  conveying  from  Paraguay  his  family,  his 
senants,  and  his  eftects,  with  every  convenience  and  perfect  security. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  will  oblige  me  if  he  will  have  the  goodness  to  com- 
nmuicate  to  Mr.  Washburn  my  regi'et  that  among  the  reasons  assigned  for  his  rejection 
of  my  proposition  is  the  ill  health  of  Mrs.  Washburn,  for  whose  recovery  I  sincerely 
pray. 

\yith  regard  to  the  conclusions  drawn  by  Mr.  Washburn  from  the  passage  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Shamokin^  and  of  the  French,  English,  and  Italian  gunboats, 
it  apiM^ars  to  me  that  they  funiish  no  grounds  for  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  W^ash- 
bnni,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  allied  powers  to  deny  to  the  United  States  that 
which  they  have  conceded  to  other  neutral  luitions. 

In  order  that  Mr.  Washburn  may  agree  with  me,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  his  excel- 
lency to  recall  the. prevailing  circumstances  at  the  period  to  which  he  refers,  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  operations  of  war,  and  also  the  point  to  which  these  vessels  were 
allowed  to  ascend,  which  was  Curusir,  beyond  whicn  they  did  not  pass,  and  where  they 
f.'were  always  in  sight  of  Brazilian  men-of-war.  Moreover,  I  did  not  then  direct  the 
operations  of  war. 

The  generous  conduct  of  Mr.  Washburn  in  behalf  of  the  Brazilian  minister,  Vianna  de 
Lima,  in  Paraguay,  and  his  kind  interiK>sition,  based  upon  the  clearest  and  most  definite 
provisions  of  the  laws  of  nations,  cannot  be  adduced  by  his  excellency  as  a  motive  by 
which  I  am  to  regulate  my  conduct  at  the  present  juncture,  and  in  the  distinguished 
position  which  I  occupy  as  commander-in-cliief  of  the  allied  armies  and  director  of  the 
war.  His  excellency  must  remember  that  the  existing  circumstances  at  that  time  were 
very  different  from  the  present. 

The  capture  of  the  steamer  Marquis  de  Olinda,  and  of  her  passengers  and  cargo,  and 
the  violence  attempted  against  the  Brazilian  minister  in  Asuncion,  without  atiy  previous 
det'Iaration  of  war,  show  the  unscrupulousness  of  the  Paraguayan  government  in  vio- 
lating, in  order  to  injure  Brazil,  all  the  laws  and  principles  uiuinimously  accepted  by 
retined  and  civilize<l  nations.  ^ 

Mr.  Washburn  himself  must  admit,  in  his  own  mind,  that  the  act  of  reciprocity  on 
my  part,  which,  in  recalling  the  past,  he  appears  to  expect,  would  lose  this  character 
and  assume  the  proportions  of  the  most  flagi'ant  dereliction  of  the  duties  imposed  ui>on 
me  by  my  position. 

Happily,  the  ground  of  my  action  in  the  proposition  which  I  made  to  his  excellency, 
throMgh  Lieutenant  Kirkland,  is  independent  of  the  judgment  or  will  of  any  individual, 
and  recommends  itself  to  the  impartial  discriminaticm  of  all  who  examine  it. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Washburn  must  be  aware  that  the  allied  forces  on  shore  and  afloat 
wcupy  at  present,  and  operate  in,  all  the  territory  which  exteiuls  from  Paso  da  Patria 
to  Tebicnari,  conflicts  actually  occuring  in  all  the  intermediate  space,  and  showing  that 
•be  operations  of  war  are  in  the  gn*atest  acti^^ty.  It  is  but  a  few  days  since  some 
of  the  iron-clad  steamers  of  the  advance  division  ascended  the  river,  and  they  ought  to 
1)6  now  at  Tebicnari,  or  past  it,  while  at  the  same  time  a  colunm  of  the  army  marched 
in  the  same  direction.  This  proves  undeniably  all  that  I  have  l)efore  said,  for  it  is  a 
fact  that  they  are  in  the  territory  of  the  belligerents,  and  not  in  that  wlier^  Mr.  Wash- 
1mm  is,  who  resides  in  the  capital  of  one  of  the  belligerents. 

Were  it  not  for  the  painful  information  ^vhich  Mr.  Washburn  furnishes  us  of  the 
nnsatisfactory  stat«  of  his  wife's  health,  malevolence  might  attribute  to  his  excellency 
intentions,  which  I  take  pleasure  in  being  the  first  to  deny  the  ^mssibility  of  his  excel- 
lency entertaining. 

My  desire  to  fuIiiU  the  wish  of  Mr.  Washburn  to  leave  Paraguay  with  his  family  is  so 
great  and  so  sincere,  and  so  far  am  I  from  concurring  in  the  slightest  degree  in  his 
excellency's  remaining  with  his  family  and  his  servants  in  this  situation,  which  his 
excellency  calls  that  of  prisoners  in  Paraguay,  that  I  am  going  to  offer  him  the  only 
means  which  occurs  to  me  which  is  in  my  jiower,  and  which,  with  my  best  judgment, 
I  place  at  his  disiiosal. 

I  will  give  orders  that  one  of  the  Brazilian  vessels  of  war  above  Humaita  shall  go 
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up  the  river  with  a  flag  of  trace  to  receive  his  excellency,  his  family,  his  servant*  and 
effects,  at  the  point  on  the  river  previously  indicated  by  his  excellency,  and  this  st^^mcr 
on  its  return  shall  disembark  his  excellency  at  the  nearest  possible  point  to  Humaita,  or 
pass  that  fortification  with  the  consent  of  the  covernfaent  of  Paraguay,  so  that  hijj  excel- 
lency may  be  able  to  move  immediat^'ly  from  her  to  the  United  States  gunboat  Wasp. 

Lieutenant  Kirkland,  to  whom  I  renew  the  assurances  of  my  e«t«em  and  cousiaer- 
ation,  will  transmit  this  answer  of  mine  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Washburn,  with  the  well- 
founded  hope  on  my  part  that  his  excellency  will  accept  the  arrangement  I  propose  to 
him. 

M.  DE  CAXIAS. 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  A.  Kirkland, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  JVasp. 


Commander  Kirkland  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxtas, 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 

Curupaitij  June  9,  1^68. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  June 
8,  in  which  you  say  that  you  still  offer  to  Mr.  Washburn  the  only  means  that  are  within 
your  attribut4?s,  and  which  you  place  at  his  disposal  \\4th  the  greatest  cordiality.  The 
means  are,  as  I  understand  it,  these :  That  your  excellency  will  send  one  of  the*  Brazil- 
ian war  steamers  which  have  passed  Humaita,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  receive  his  excel- 
lency Mr.  Washburn,  and  famUy,  at  that  point  of  the  Paraguay  river  which  Mr.  Wash- 
bum  shall  previously  indicate  to  you,  and  that  this  steamer  shall  land  Mr.  Washburn 
either  at  the  nearest  point  possible  to  Humaita,  or  that  it  may  pass  that  fortification, 
with  the  necessary  concurrence  of  the  government  of  Paraguay,  and  that  his  excellency 
Mr.  Washburn  can  then  pass  on  board  the  United  States  gunboat  Wasp. 

Your  excellency  undoubtedly  gives  me  cretlit  for  a  knowledge  which  I  do  not  possess, 
of  that  usage  of  warfare  which  i)ermitfi  one  of  the  belligerents,  by  the  use  of  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  pass  bv  the  fortifications  and  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  without 
molestation.  I  know  that  the  Paraguayan  government  would  be  guided  by  a  very  false 
sense  of  courtesy  did  itpermit  such  an  act  by  a  Brazilian  vessel  of  war. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Washburn,  the  United  States  minister,  could  not  embark  in  a 
Brazilian  vessel  in  the  enemy^s  lines  without  being  fired  into,  and  perhaps  attacked  in 
other  waysj  which  event  would  at  once  create  a  difficulty  between  his  own  government 
and-  that  of  Paraguay,  and  I  must  therefore  decline  any  such  proposition  as  the  one 
which  your  exceflency  now  wishes  me  to  forward  to  the  representative  of  the  United 
States. 

Your  excellency  makes  an  allusion  to  intentions  which  you  say  malevolence  might 
well  attribute  to  the  United  Stat^js  minister  at  Paraguay,  but  your  excellency  does  not 
explain  those  intentions.  A  conversation,  however,  sought  by  one  of  the  members  of 
your  staff,  leads  me  to  believe  that  your  excellency  thinks  that  the  family  of  President 
Lopez  might  seek  protection  under  the  American  flag,  and  that  to  prevent  such  an 
occurrence  you  will  not  allow  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  thrcmgh  yonr 
fleet.  The  fact  of  virtually  detaining  as  prisoners  the  United  States  minister  and  feinily 
in  Paraguay,  in  order  to  prevent  the  suspected  escape  of  the  feminine  and  infiintine 
portion  of  President  Loners  family,  is  so  unreasonable  that  it  savors  strongly  of  extend- 
ing the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  war  to  women  and  children. 

I  have  already  jmintod  out  to  your  excellency  the  reasons  why  I  decline  your  propo- 
sition of  the  8th  instant,  and  I  have  only  to  add  that  my  vessel  was  sent  here  to  remove 
the  United  States  minister  and  his  family  with  the  least  delay.  I  am  now  no  nearer 
the  accomplishment  of  that  end  than  on  my  arrival,  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  and 
temporizing  nature  of  the  correspondence  which  I  have  had  to  carry  on.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, unless  your  excellency  grants  permission  for  the  Wasp  to  pass  the  allied  fleet, 
proceed  to-morrow,  the  10th  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  to  lay  before  my  government  the  actual 
8tat«  of  affairs,  in  order  that  prompt  and  active  measures  may  be  taken  for  the  removal 
of 'his  excellency,  the  American  minister,  from  Paraguay. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieut.  ComW  U.  S,  Navy,  Com'g  U,  8.  Steamer  ITasp, 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Caxias, 

Marshal  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brazilian  forces, 

and  in  the  interim,  of  allied  armies  in  operation  against  government  of  Paragutnf, 
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Commander  Kirkland  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxias. 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 

CurupaUiy  June  10,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  for  his  excellency  the 
United  States  minister  to  Paraguay,  in  which  I  have  stated  to  him  your  excellency's 
propogition  of  the  8th  instant,  and  also  my  reasons  for  declining  such  proposition. 

I  also  forward  to  your  excellency  a  box  and  a  package  for  Mr.  Wjishburn,  from  the 
Uniteil  States,  which  I  have  not  hitherto  sent  to  him  because  I  expecte<l  to  receive  him 
on  board.  As  your  excellency's  action  has  thwarted  such  exi)ectation,  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  that  you  will  cause  to  be  forwarded  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Washburn,  at  Asun- 
cion, the  accompanying  letter,  box,  and  package. 

And  assuring  your  excellency  of  the  continuance  of  my  high  esteem,  I  am,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieut.  Corner  U.  S»  Navyj  Com'g  V,  S,  Steamer  Wasp. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Caxias, 

Mamkal  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Brasilian  forces^ 
and,  in  tfie  intei'im,  of  allied  armies  in  operation  against  government  of  Paraguay. 


Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  to  Mr.  Washhum. 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 
Cnrupaitif  Paragnay  River,  June  10,  1868. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  June  3  was  received  on  the  7th  instant.  On  the  8th  I  wrote  to  the 
^larriuis  de  Caxias,  giving  him  all  your  opinion,  and  calling  his  attention  to  the  deli- 
c^t«  state  of  Mrs.  Washburn's  health.  On  the  9th  I  received  an  answer,  in  which  ho 
says: 

"The  report  of  the  delicate  health  of  Mr.  Washburn's  worthy  spouse  might  arise  from 
malevolent  intentions,  which  I  will  not  venture  to  attribute  to  his  excellency. 

''  As  Mr.  Washburn  expresses  the  desire  to  quit  Paraguay  with  his  family,  and  com- 
plains that  he  is  kept  a  prisoner  there,  t  freely  o£fer  him  the  only  means  in  my  power 
t4)  e8<ea])e  from  his  unpleasant  situation. 

*'  I  will  onler  one  ol  the  Brazilian  war  vessels  to  pass  Hnmaita  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  gu  np  to  receive  Mr.  Washburn,  his  servants  and  baggage  and  family,  at  any  point 
he  will  indicate  in  Paraguay,  and  then  return  with  them,  jiassing  Huniaita,  with  the 
consent  o'f  the  government  of  Paraguay,  and  x>lace  them  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  Wasp.'" 

To  which  1  replie<l : 

"  Your  excellency  undoubtedly  gives  me  credit  for  a  knowledge  which  I  do  not  pos- 
«*S8,of  that  usage  of  warfare  which  permits  one  of  the  belligerents,  by  the  use  of  a  flag 
of  true*,  to  pass  by  the  fortifications  and  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  without 
molestatiim.  I  know  that  the  Paraguayan  government  would  be  guided  by  aVery  false 
sense  of  courtesy  did  it  jjennit  such  an  act  by  a  Brazilian  vessel  of  war.  His  excel- 
lency Mr.  Wajihbum,  the  United  States  minister,  could  not  embark  in  a  Brazilian  vessel 
in  the  enemy's  lines  without  being  fired  into,  and  perhaps  attacked  in  other  ways, 
which  event  would  at  once  create  a  difficulty  between  his  own  government  and  that  of 
Paraguay ;  and  I  must  therefore  decline  any  such  proposition  as  the  one  which  your 
excellency  now  wishes  me  to  forward  to  the  representative  of  the  United  States. 

"Your  excelleiicv  makes  an  allusion  to  intentions,  which  you  say  malevolence  might 
well  attribute  to  the  United  States  minister  to  Paraguay,  but  your  excellency  does  not 
explain  those  intentions.  A  conversation,  however,  simght  by  one  of  the  members  of 
your  statt',  leads  me  to  believe  that  your  excellency  thinks  that  the  family  of  President 
Lopez  might  seek  protection  under  the  American  flag,  and  that  to  prevent  such  an  oc- 
cim-ence  you  will  not  allow  the  Unit-ed  States  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  through  your  fleet. 
Tlie  fact  of  virtually  detaining  as  prisoners  the  American  minister  and  his  family  in 
Paraguay,  in  ortler  to  prevent  the  suspected  escape  of  the  feminine  and  infantine  por- 
tions of  ^President  Lopez's  family,  is  so  unreasonable  that  it  savors  strongly  of  extend- 
ing the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  war  to  women  and  children." 

The  Marquis  de  Caxias  wishes- to  temporize  and  gain  time.  Your  suggestions  about 
what  I  am  to  do  cannot  of  course  be  attended  to;  I  shall  therefore  leave  this  at  3  p.m. 
ttMlay,  provide<l  nothing  happens  to  prevent ;  and  if  Caxias  does  not  say  **  yes"  to  the 
passing  up,  I  shall  proceed  as  rapidly  as  jiossible  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  I  hope  to  catch 
a  steamer  bound  to  Rio.  It  will  give  more  force  to  the  aflair  than  if  I  remain  quietly 
heie,  and  the  admiral  can  at  once  act  up  to  the  emergencies  of  the  case. 
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I  imagine  Gaxias  cannot,  take  Humaita,  and  therefore  wishes  to  be  removed  from 
command  for  some  other  cause ;  and  if  our  government  takes  up  the  matter  as  it  should, 
the  allies  will  have  to  "  eat  dirt^*  very  soon. 

I  know  nothing  of  your  correspondence,  or  of  your  provisions.  I  send  to  Caxias  to 
forward  to  you  a  box  of  palters  and  books,  and  one  package  from  Washington. 

I  should  recommend  adherence  to  your  plan  not  to  embarlr  in  a  Brazilian  vefnel 
within  Paraguayan  lines,  as  I  think  this  vesaiB)  will  be  sent  back  immediately,  with 
orders  to  pass  the  allied  fleet ;  and  besides,  they  have  no  right  to  hoist  a  whit<^  flagiiudd« 
of  Lopez's  lines  for  the  purpose  of  traversing  almost  the  half  of  his  territory. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeaient  servant,    # 

W.  A.  KIRKLAND, 
Lieut  Comdr,  U,  S.  Xary,  CommandiRg  U,  tS.  ^.  Wa»p, 
His  Excellency  C.  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Rmident  of  the  United  States  at  AsuncioHj  Paraguay. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  70.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  July  22, 1868. 

Sir:  By  the  steamer  to  Marseilles  on  tlie  15th  I  wrote  to  the  legation 
in  London  to  telegraph  to  3'ou  that  immediately  after  the  sailing  of  the 
English  steamer  to  Southampton  I  received  a  response  to  my  demand 
of  the  Ist,  which  you  have.  •  •  •  •  j  inclose  it  with  the  transla- 
tion used,  tied  together,  and  marked  No.  1. 

After  the  reccnpt  of  this  dispatch,  I  was  waited  upon  by  one  of  the 
under-secret4iries  of  foreign  affairs  to  talk  over  matters.  Our  interview, 
however,  had  no  result,  except  that  I  told  him  plainl}^  that  the  ministry 
had  no  alternative  but  to  recede  from  their  position  and  let  the  Wasp 
go  iip,  quarrel  with  the  United  States,  or  resign. 


Saturday,  July  25, 1868. 

I  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Souza  yesterday,  in  the  hoi)e  that 

I  might  make  sufficient  impression  ui>on  this  government  to  induce  it  to 

recede,  but  it  is  all  in  vain. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

You  will  probably  receive  this  on  the  22d  or  23d  of  August.  The 
French  mail  steamer  sails  from  Bordeaux  on  the  25th,  and  from  Lisbon 
on  the  28th  of  August,  and  of  course  a  telegram,  with  information, 
instruction,  &c.,  &c.,  put  on  board  by  our  minister  or  consul,  would 
reach  me  on  the  IGth  of  September.  In  like  manner  a  telegram  to  our 
minister  in  London  or  Lisbon,  to  leave  Southampton  on  the  19th  or  Lis- 
bon on  the  12th  September,  would  reach  me  on  the  2d  October;  while  I 
could  not  receive  a  reply  to  this  by  our  steamer  until  the  20th  October, 
unless  indeed  it  should  ariive  in  time  to  send  a  response  by  the  steamer 
of  22d  August.    •        •        • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatSy  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Senhor  de  Souza  to  Mr,  Webb, 

I  Tnmslation.l 

Ministry  of  Foukign  Affairs,  Central  Sectiox,  No.  4. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  9, 1868. 

The  nnclerHigned  councilor  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  miuister  and  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  note  which, 
under  date  of  the  1st  instant,  was  addressed  \m  hini  hy  General  James  Watson  Webb, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  for  the  Unit«d  States. 

In  that  note,  General  Webb  comnmnicates  the  foUowinc : 

That  he  received,  on  the  date  above,  an  official  dispatch  from  Rear-Ad^niral  Davis, 
fommanding  the  United  States  squadron  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean,  infonuing 
him  that  the  American  st«amer  Wasp,  sent  by  him  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
in*  away  from  there  the  Hon.  Mr.  Washbhm,  Unitecl  States  minister,  and  his  family,  had 
b.vn  prevented  from  ascending  to  that  city,  as  her  commander  was  onlored  to  by  the 
M.iid  rear-admiral,  in  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Secretary'  of  the 
Xavy,  at  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward,  Secretarj'  of  State  for  the  United  States ; 
tiiat,  in  consequence  of  such  a  grave  disregard  of  the  right-s  of  the  United  States,  the 
eomnumder  of  the  steamer  referred  to,  after  repeated  reipiestsfor  permission  to  pass  the 
war  Unes  of  the  allies,  returned  to  Monte viaeo,  declaring  to  the  conunander  of  the 
American  sc^uadron  that  he  had  not  been  enabled  to  fulfill  his  mission,  as  the  refusal 
ije  had  received  from  the  general  commander-in-chief  of  the  allied  forces  was  peremjv 
t«ry ;  that  such  extraordinary  and  unjustifiable  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  general 
cr>miuander-in-chief  of  those  forces,  the  Marc^uis  of  Caxias,  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  rights  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  view  of  what  was  agreed  upon  in  August,  1866, 
iM'tween  General  Webb  and  the  Brazilian  government,  is  an  outrage  upon  the  honor 
and  sovereignty  of  those  States,  'which  demands  the  promi)t  and  severe  censuring  of 
the  offender;  tnat  when,  in  1^1,  the  foreign  minister  for  Brazil  justified  the  conduct 
of  the'President  of  Maranhao  in  relation  to  the  Sumter,  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
the  United  States  declared  that  that  conduct  and  the  approbation  of  it  was  intoler- 
able. General  Webb,  in  consequence,  received  orders  to  request  that  stepa  should  be 
taken  in  reference  to  that  occurrence  by  which  the  President  of  Maranhao  should 
he  m:wle  aware  of  his  Msgesty's  displeasure ;  that  the  act  of  the  Marquis  of  Caxijis  is 
ver\-  much  more  offensive  to  the  honor  and,  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  than  that 
of  the  President  had  been,  because  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  in  August,  1866,  Brazil 
wa«  formally  advised  that  the  United  States  would  not  allow  such  a  violation  of  it« 
j^vereign  right-s,  and  that  Brazil  reconsidered  and  revoked  the  offensive  act;  therefore, 
that  the  Marquis  of  Caxias  was  fiilly  conscious  that  he  was  gravely  offending  the  honor 
and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  by  refusing. 

General  Webb,  therefore,  to  concluderrequests  that  the  Marquis  of  Caxias  l^e  promptly 
anil  i>eremptorily  censured  for  his  unfriendly  and  extraordinary'  proceedings^  an<l  as 
his  unwarrantable  interference  in  the  matter  has  already  occasioned  a  delay  ot  at  least 
tour'mouths  in  freeing  the  United  States  minister  and  his  family  from  their  embarrass- 
ing; and  probably  dangerous  position,  he  strenuously  urges  upon  the  Brazilian  goveni- 
inent  that,  without  any  unnecessary  delay,  orders  may  be  issued  for  the  removing  of  all 
hindrance  to  the  passage  of  the  United  States  vessel  Wasp  tlirough  the  allied  posts, 
and  that  General  Webb  he  informed  without  delay  also  that  those  obstacles  have 
raised  to  exist,  8o  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  communicate  to  the  commander  of  the 
American  Southern  Atlantic  squadron  that  he  will  not  encounter,  in  the  discharge 
<»f  hiH  duties  to  his  country  and  to  humanity,  any  further  imx>ediment  from  any  of  the 
Brazilian  authorities. 

In  reply  to  General  Webb's  note,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  calling  his  special 
attenti(m  to  the  following:  The  Marquis  of  Caxias  could  not  recognize  Lieutenant 
Kirkland,  a  subaltern  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  command  of  the  Wasp,  as  a  compe- 
t«?nt  [)en;on  to  make  a  direct  request  for  permission  for  that  vessel  to  pass  the  war  lines 
of  their  very  legal  and  effective  blocka<le  of  the  Paragujiy  river,  which  he  only  did 
towards  the  end  of  May,  and  not  four  months  ago,  as  by  so' doing  the  blockade  would 
have  I>een  broken. 

In  refusing  that  permission,  the  Marquis  of  Caxias  did  not  ignore  any  right  whatever 
of  the  United  Stares,  nor  did  he  in  any  way  wish  to  offend,  as  he  did  not,  its  honor  or  its 
sfjvereignty.    On  the  contrary,  he  thereby  maintained  an  unquestionable  right  of  sov- 
ereignty on  the  part  of  the  allies  in  the  occupation  of  the  waters  and  territories  of  • 
that  rivei,  where  they  are  at  present. 

To  have  broken  through  that  blockade  in  the  manner  which  was  and  is  requested — 
that  is,  that  the  Wasp  should  pass  through  the  war  lines  of  the  allies  and  their  mili- 
tary positions  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy*s  t-erritory  which  is  blockaded,  serious  dis- 
arrangement in  the  operations  of  the  war,  at  the  very  moment,  too,  when  important 
and  perhaps  decisije  movements  were  impending — would  have  been  the  disregarding 
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of  a  right  of  the  belligerents  which  has  never  been  questioned — would  have  diminished 
and  weakened  the  sovereignty  of  a  friendly  iK>wer  without  the  least  jnstificationf 
besides  subjecting  it  and  its  allies  to  difficulties  in  the  sxieedy  termination  of  a  war  in 
which  their  honor  is  compromised. 

It  is  further  added  that  the  refusal  of  the  Marquis  of  Caxias  was  not  pereraptory,  m 
General  Webb  supposes.  The  Marquis  de  Caxiass  objections  to  the  way  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant Kirkland  proposed  to  aid  Minister  Washburn  to  withdraw  from  Paraguay,  were 
accompanied  by  an  exposition  of  the  very  weighty  reasons  he  had  for  so  doing,  aad  at 
the  same  time  offered  him,  with  the  greatest  cordiality  and  deference,  the  cnoice  of 
either  of  two  means  of  arriving  at  the  iMime  result  without  ^iroducing  any  of  the  eNiI 
conse<iueuces  which  would  resiut  to  the  allies  from  the  admission  of  the  proposal  made 
by  him  in  the  name  of  that  minister. 

Those  reasonable  means,  which  would  have  reconciled,  in  a  most  dignified  and  effec- 
tive manner,  the  rights  of  the  allies  with  the  wishes  of  both  Messrs.  Washburn  and 
Kirkland,  were  rejected  by  those  gentlemen,  who  continue  to  insist  in  exacting  a  per- 
mission offensive  to  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  said  allies. 

One  of  the  least  of  the  inconveniences  which  would  happen  through  satisfyiDg  the 
request  of  Lieutenant  Kirkland  and  Mr.  Washburn  would  evidently  be  the  nulluication 
of  the  whole  of  the  blockade  established  in  Paraguay  by  the  allies,  who  would  be  lay- 
ing themselves  open  to  the  reception  of  similar  exactions  from  any  other  nation  which 
might,  under  any  pretext,  demand  a  like  privilege  for  its  ships. 

&  true  is  this,  and  so  worthy  of  consideration  in  view  of  the  consequences,  on  the 
part  of  friendly  powers,  that  Admiral  Godon  himself,  in  1866,  when  the  passage  of  Mr. 
Washburn  to  Paraguay  was  in  treaty,  was  the  first  to  admit^  merely  begging  in  his 
re<iucst  for  the  permitting  of  the  passage  up  the  river  to  Asuncion  of  the  said  Miniater 
Washburn,  that  it  should  be  done  in  any  way  which  would  harmonize  with  the  dignity 
of  the  United  States  and  have  been  most  convenient  to  Brazil  and  it«  allies,  fiirther 
desiring  that  Mr.  Washburn  might  bo  helped  forwanl  to  his  destination  either  by  land 
or  by  water,  without  placing  any  obstacle  in  his  way. 

This  is  just  what  the  Mar(|uis  de  Caxias  desired  to  effect  in  the  present  instance,  had 
he  not  been  denied  the  option. 

General  Webb  alludes  in  his  note  to  orders  received  by  Rear- Admiral  Davis  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  the  request  of  the  Uon.  Mr.*  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Mr.  Washburn  to  withdraw  frx>m  Para- 
giiay. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave,  however,  to  impress  upon  General  Webb  that  the  text 
of  those  ordei-8  cannot  but  be  subject  to  an  intelligent  analysis. 

If  a  nation  cannot,  in  equity  or  justice,  issue  orders  contrary  to  the  rights  or  sover- 
eignty of  another,  thosc^  to  which  General  Webb  refers  were  without  doubt  accompa- 
nied by  some  clause  which  would  cause  the  execution  of  them  to  be  curried  out  in  a 
way  not  to  offend  those  rights  or  that  sovereignty,  and  having  that  in  view,  to  enter 
into  some  arrangement  both  exi>edient  and  honorable  with  the  nations  interested  in  the 
matter.  Otherwise  it  would  be  an  outrage,  and  in  the  present  instance  an  unwarranted 
one,  since  Brazil  and  its  allies  proposed  and  offered  to  realize  a  reasonable  manner  of 
enabling  Mr.  Washburn  to  retire  from  Paraguay,  to  which  the  undersigned  has  already 
alluded. 

General  Webb  argues  that  the  decision  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  is  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  agreement  entered  into  in  August,  1866,  between  himself  and  the  impe- 
rial government,  and  that  the  said  marquis  seriously  offeuded  the  honor  and  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States,  being  perfectly  aware  at  the  time  that  he  was  doing  so. 

This  view  of  the  matter  on  the  part  of  General  Webb  is  unfounded.  Not  only  are  the 
benevolent  and  friendly  intentions  of  Brazil  towards  the  United  States  evident  in  thii 
case,  but  also  that  the  refusal  of  the  marquis  had  nothing  in  it  which  was,  or  could  be, 
offensive  to  the  honor  or  sovereignty  of  those  States,  but  on  the  contrary  was  tne  vindi- 
cation of  the  legitimate  right  of  the  allies  so  to  act. 

Putting  aside  these  no  tloubt  convincing  considerations  to  General  Webb,  it  remains 
for  the  undersigned  to  demonstrate  to  the  general  that  the  agreement  of  1866,  which 
He  invokes,  cannot  properly  be  applied  to  this  case. 

In  the  first  place,  the  imperial  government  never  consented,  except  under  protest,  to 
the  passing  of  the  Sbamokm  thnmgh  the  war  lines  of  the  allied  powers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  Mr.  Washburn  bevond  them,  and  that  protest,  really  made  against  his 
piissage  by  "the  Brazilian  admirat  when  that  steamer  was  on  itsway  to  Cumpaiti, 
proves  that  Brazil  did  not  admit  the  fact  as  a  right. 

.  In  the  second  place,  even  hml  Brazil  and  its  afiies,  for  reasons  worthy  of  attention  at 
that  time  and  at  that  place,  iudged  it  expedient  to  waive  some  of  their  rights  as  bel- 
ligerents in  favor  of  a  friendly  power,  now.  perhaps,  they  may  be  influenced  by  different 
motives;  and  indeed  they  have  other  and  weightier  ones,  which  prevent  them  from 
conceding  now  what  they  did  then ;  further,  the  present  request  is  not  of  the  same 
nature  of  the  one"  then  advanceil,  since  at  that  time  the  terms  of  that  petition  were 
more  acceptable. 
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finally,  the  very  circumstancee  of  the  war  are  very  different  now  from  what  tlioy 
wfre  then ;  the  military  movements  and  operations  were  not  then  so  active  as  they  are 
now,  being  abont  to  t-erminate. 

Gfrnerat-Webb  mentions  the  case  of  1861,  to  ask  that  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de 
Caxiasin  the  present  shall  be  censured  and  peremptorily  disapproved  of,  as  he  requested 
that  that  of  the  president  of  Maranhao  should  be  in  relation  to  the  Sumter  case ;  but 
as  that  affiiir  does  not  bear  an  exact  relation  to  this  one,  the  undersigned  declines  enter- 
ing into  any  iliscussion  whatever  upon  the  subject. 

To  conclude,  the  imperial  government  does  not  consider  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Mjirquis  of  Caxias  in  this  transaction  are  at  ^1  open  to  censure,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
tran-,  they  merit  its  approbation ;  'firstly,  from  the  fact  that  his  refusal  was  in  perfect 
jonformity  to  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  allies;  and,  secondly,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  though  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  concede  the  pennission  as  requested  by 
Messieurs  Kirkland  and  Washburn,  he  did  offer  and  place  at  their  conunaud,  with  the 
heartiest  gocnl  will,  the  proper  means  for  the  safe  and  convenient  conveyance  of  the 
American  minister  from  Paraguay. 

The  undersigned  hoi>es  that  General  Webb,  conscious  of  the  justice  of  the  reasons 
pven  and  of  the  serious  inconveniences  that  would  have  hai^peued  to  the  cause  of  the 
allies  from  the  upward  passage  along  the  river  to  Tibicuari  (center  of  the  enemy's  ope- 
rations) of  the  Wasp,  under  present  circumstances,  and  from  her  remaining  there  in 
eoDUiiunication  with  that  enemy,  without  restriction  as  to  the  time  or  manner,  will, 
wifhont  hesitation,  conform  his  wishes  to  that  decision,  and  accept  either  of  the  ways 
proposed  for  the  departure  from  Paraguay  of  Mr.  Washburn,  and,  in  pursuance  of 
j'neh  acceptance,  transmit  to  Rear- Admiral  Davis  the  necessary  directions  for  the  effwt^ 
ing  of  it.  Meanwhile  the  imperial  government  will  have  no  objection  to  accept  any 
wther  alt^^mative  which  may  be  suggested  as  equally  effective  and  honorable  by  Gen- 
eral Webb,  provided  that  it  be  not  the  one  already  discussed,  or  a  similar  one,  but  that 
it  A  conditions  be  such  as  to  place  no  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  accexitanee  by  its 
allies  at  the  river  Plata,  nor  interfere  with  any  plan  they  have  or  may  conceive  for  the 
eonisummation  of  the  desired  end. 

By  these  steps  the  imfierial  government  endeavors  to  prove  how  great  is  its  desire  to, 
without  injury  or  offense  to  its  rights  and  sovereignty,  or  those  of  its  allies,  arrive  at 
an  early,  and,  to  the  United  States,  satisfactory  termination  of  the  question. 

The  undersigned  repeats,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

JOAO  8ILVIERA  DE  80UZA. 

Sfnhor  General  James  Watson  Wkbb, 

Enroff  Extraordinary  and  Afinister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stntes. 


Mr.  Webb  to  JSenhor  de  Soma. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jiio  de  JaneirOj  July  13,  18()8. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary-  from  the  Unite<l 
StaU^,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  9th  instant,  of  a  note,  bearing 
that  date,  from  his  excellency  Jo&  Silveira  de  Souza,  councillor  to  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor,  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affViirs,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  tlie 
iMt  July  instant. 

The  not-e  of  his  excellency,  after  reciting  the  contents  of  the  undersigned's  note  of 
the  Ist,  says : 

"  The  Marquis  de  Caxias  could  not  reeofimize  Lieutenant  Kirkland,  a  subaltern  in  the 
I'uited  States  navy,  in  command  of  the  Wasp,  as  a  competent  person  to  make  a  direct 
re(ine6t  tor  permission  for  that  vessel  to  pass  the  war  lines  of  their  very  legal  and 
fil'ective  blockade,  which  he  only  did  towards  the  end  of  May,  and  not  four  months 
ago.-' 

In  the  first  place,  the  marquis  did  recognize  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  as  a 
proper  person  to  make  the  request  he  did,  as  appears  fix>m  his  prompt  response  to  liis 
application. 

Secondly.  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland  was  not  sent  to  Curupaity  to  make  a 
''direct  request  for  permisMon  to  pass  the  allied  lines.''  His  destination  was  Asuncion ; 
ami  presuming  that  Brazil  would  not  again  wound  the  sensibilities  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  outrage  their  sovereignty  and  honor,  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  for 
him  to  do  more  than  courteously  notify  the  Brazilian  commander-in-cliief  of  his  pres- 
»'nce,  destination,  and.  purpose,  accompanied  by  the  assurance  that  nothing  would  l>e 
done  or  permitted  militating  against  the  rights  of  either  of  the  belligerents  or  of  the 
national  character  of  his  ship  and  flag. 

Thirdly.  His  excellency  has  misapprehended  the  remarks  of  the  undersigned  in  regard 

t4j  the  delay  of  four  months,  already  produced  by  the  action  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias. 

-  If  the  Wasp  had  not  been  obstructed  in  her  passage  to  Asuncion  on  the  25th  April 
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last,  Mr.  WaHhbum  and  family  would  probably  have  reached  Montevideo  early  in  May;  ' 
whereas  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  do  so  now  until  September ;  and  it  may  be  stiU 
later,  if  the  modus  operandi  of  getting  him  and  family  from  their  **  embarrassHig  and  pos- 
sibly dangerous  situation''  is  to  be  determined  at  Washington. 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  next  denies  that  in  refusing  to  let  the 
Wasp  pass,  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  offended  the  sovereignty  and  honor  of  the  United 
States,  as  is  alleged  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Bewa^  and  insists  that  by  so  doing 
he  only  maintained  an  unquestionable  right  of  sovereignty  on  the  part  of  the  allies. 
And  it  is  insisted  also  that,  in  stopping  the  Wasp,  the  marquis  in  no  way  violated  ^ 
arrangement  made  between  the  undersigned  and  Brazil  in  August,  1866,  bccanae  1^ 
Shamokin,  with  Minister  Washburn  on  board,  was  only  allowed  to  pass  the  allied  lincA 
under  protest. 

On  the  subject  of  this  protest  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  wrote  to  the  under- 
signed as  follows : 

*^  The  President,  however,  marks  the  incident  that  the  opposition  to  the  paamge  of 
Mr.  Waiihbum  was  withdrawn  under  a  protest.  So  far  from  considering  the  queetioo 
of  the  right  of  Mr.  Washburn  to  proceed  to  his  destination  as  a  debatable  one,  the  United 
States  cannot  consent  to  argue  that  question." 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  under- 
signed has  no  authority  to  discuss  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  witii 
its  minister  in  Paraguay.  The  obstruction  offered  in  1866  waa  declared  by  Mr.  Seward 
"disrespectful  in  itself^  and  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  nations.'' 

And  yet  his  excellency,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  informs  the  undersigned  that 
"  the  imperial  government  does  not  consider  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Marquis  de 
CaxioB,  m  this  transaction,  are  at  all  open  to  censure ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
merit  its  approbation.^ 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  can  only  be  reached 
by  the  river  of  that  name ;  and  also,  that  long  before  the  empire  of  Brazil,  and  Uru- 
guay, and  the  Argentine  Confederation,  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  to  carry  on  war, 
not  against  the  people  of  Paraguay,  but  against  its  ^vemment  until  overthrowu,  the 
United  States  had  established  diplomatic  relations  with  that  republic.  In  fact,  but  for 
the  presence  of  the  United  States  minister,  Mr.  Washburn,  in  Asuncion  in  1864,  aud  his 
tlireat  of  closing  his  mission  if  the  minister  of  Brazil  was  not  permitted  to  le-ave  the 
country  by  water  instead  of  by  land,  as  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  proposed  that  Mr.  Wash- 
bum  should  do,  that  gentleman  would,  most  probably,  have  shared  the  captivity  of 
Governor  Campos.  How  it  is  possible,  then,  for  any  intelligent  Brazilian  ^to  elaim 
that  by  virtue  of  Brazil's  blockade  of  the  Paraguay,  the  United  States  diall  not  com- 
municate with  her  minister  by  the  only  channel  he  can  be  reached,  is  more  than  the 
undersigned  can  conceive.  But,  as  Mr.  Seward  says,  from  a  sense  of  self-res^pect,  ibe 
United  States  cannot  consent  to  argue  that  question.  Thus  precluded  from  any  dis- 
cussion on  this  question  of  right,  the  undersiged  notes  the  declaration  that  in  ^is  pro- 
ceeding by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  there  is  no  disrespect  intended,  and  no  unfriendly 
feeling  towards  the  United  States. 

And  this  is  said  to  be  made  manifest  by  the  declaration  that  he  did  offer  and  place  at 
the  command  of  Mr.  Washburn  and  Lieutenant  Kirkland,  with  the  heartiest  good  wiUj 
the  proper  means  for  the  safe  and  most  convenient  conveyance  of  the  American  min- 
ister from  Paraguay.  That  is  to  say,  Brazil,  or  the  commander  of  her  land  and  naval 
forces  on  the  Paraguay,  is  to  determine  what  is  the  **  proper  means  *^  of  getting  our  min- 
ister out  of  Paraguay,  and  not  the  United  States.  And  what  were  those  **  proper  means^ 
thus  proposed  ? 

Fii-st,  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  proposed  that  the  minister,  his  feeble  wife  and  child, 
his  servants,  witu  their  luggage,  &c.,  should  traverse  some  fifty  or  one  hundred  mUeft 
of  wilderness,  more  or  less,  and  then  embark  on  board  a  Brazilian  vessel  bearing 
a  flag  of  truce,  and  descend  the  Para^ay  to  Cuiiipaiti ;  President  Lopez,  of  course,  te 
give  sanction  to  this  espionage  of  his  territory  by  an  enemy  avowedly  engaged  in  a 
personal  warfare  against  him  and  for  his  overthrow,  and  not  against  the  people  of 
Paraguay. 

To  this  his  excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
accredited  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  which  it  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  allies 
to  overthrow,  replied  as  follows,  after  very  properly  and  peremptorily  refusing  to  leave 
his  post  of  duty,  except  in  the  manner  indicated  by  his  government : 

'^  The  proposition  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  that,  if  we  are  so  disposed,  we  may  go  by 
land,  is  similar  to  that  which  was  made  to  me  by  the  Paraguayan  government  in  the 
case  of  the  Biuzilian  minister,  Senhor  Viaua  de  Lima,  after  the  taking  of  the  Marquis 
de  Olinda  and  the  suspension  of  his  diplomatic  relations.  When  I  interfered  on  his 
behalf,  I  was  told  he  could  go  by  land.  But  I  rejected  the  proposition  as  absurd,  and 
my  conduct  in  that  matter  was  highly  approved  by  the  Brazilian  government  and 
press,  while  that  of  Paraguay  was  universally  condemned  by  both.  Does  the  Mar- 
(|uis  de  Caxias  expect  me  to  accept  terms  for  myself  and  family  that  I  would  not  accept 
for  a  Brazilian  minister  f ' 
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*  Secondly.  The  first  proportion  of  the  MarqiiiB  de  Ooxias  having  been  very  properly 
ud  iodiffoantly  rejected,  he  deliberately  substituted  the  following : 

"*  I  will  give  orders  that  one  of  the  Brazilian  vessels  of  war  above  Hitmaita  shall  go 
np  ^  river  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  receive  his  excellency^  his  servants,  and  effects,  at 
the  point  of  the  river  previously  indicate  by  his  excellency ;  and  this  steamer,  on  its 
nstuni,  shall  difiembark  his  excellency  at  the  nearest  possible  point  to  Huniaita,  or 
pom  that  fortification  with  the  amsent  of  the  government  of  Paraguay  y  so  that  his  excellency 
may  be  able  to  move  immediately  from  here  to  the  United  States  gunboat  Wasp/' 

It  would  be  improper  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned  to  speak  of  this  proposition  in 
the  tains  it  deserves,  after  it  has  been  gravely  indorsed  by  the  BrazUian  government ; 
and  therefore  he  leaves  it  to  the  just  indignation  of  that  public  opinion  which  must 
ultimately  pass  upon  this  correspondence,  and  which  will  treat  this  unheard-of  propo- 
sitioii  witfi  the  severe  condemnation  it  so  richly  merits.  Your  excellency  pronounces 
it  frieDdly  and  magnanimous,  while  the  undersigned  deems  it  unfriendly  and  offensive, 
ud.l)e  might  add,  on  the  part  of  the  marquis,  trifling  with  the  dignitv  of  his  position. 

Xliat  the  commander  of  the  Wasp  so  considered  it  is  manifest  from  nis  rejily,  which, 
written  in  doubt  whether  it  was  a  serious  proposition  or  one  intended  to  cast  ridicule 
opoD  the  whole  affair,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.    He  says : 

"^Teor  excellency  undoubtedly  gives  me  credit  for  a  knowledge,  which  I  do  not  pos- 
He«,  of  that  usage  of  warfare  wmcn  permits  one  of  the  belligerents,  bv  a  resort  of  a  flag 
of  troce,to  pass  oy  the  fortifications  and  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  without 
Dwlestation.  I  know  that  the  Paraguayan  government  would  be  guided  by  a  false 
«iise  of  courtesy  did  it  permit  such  an  act  by  a  Brazilian  vessel  of  war. 

'*  A  eonversation,  songht  by  one  of  the  members  of  your  excellency's  staff,  leads  me  to 
believe  that  your  excellency  thinks  that  the  family  of  the  President  Lopez  might  seek 
protection  nnder  the  American  flag,  and  that  to  prevent  such  an  occurrence  yon  will 
not  allow  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  to  pass  through  your  fleet.  The  fact  of  vir- 
taaOy  detaining  as  prisoners  the  United  States  minister  and  family  in  Paraguay  in 
Older  to  prevent  the  suspected  escape  of  the  feminine  and  infantine  portion  of  Presi- 
d^t  Lopez's  family,  is  so  unreasonable  that  it  savors  strongly  of  extending  the  dangers 
and  difiienlties  of  war  to  women  and  children."    • 

Whether  this  proposition  was  ever  intended  by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  to  be  seriously 
n^dved,  or  whether  it  was  designed  to  treat  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland's  appli- 
cation with  ridicule  and  contempt,  it  is  equally  unfriendly  and  offensive.  Unfriendly, 
tieeaose  it  denies  on  the  most  frivolous  and  indefensible  grounds  an  act  of  courtesy  to  a 
friendly  and  neutral  power,  which  could,  not  be  withheld  without  offence,  even  if  the 
law  international  conferred  the  right  of  such  denial  on  Brazil,  which  it  assuredly  does 
Dot  And  gromly  ojfetmte,  because  it  assumes  that  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  would  act  dishonorably  and  ^ve  information  in  regard 
to  the  Brazilian  fleet  to  the  Paraguayans,  while  no  such  suspicion  of  dishonorable  con- 
duct could  possibly  attach  to  the  ofincers  and  crew  of  a  Brazilian  vessel  of  war,  which, 
it  i«  gravely  proposed  to  send  hundreds  of  miles  into  the  enemy's  country. 

Now  it  is  patent  to  the  world  that  the  number  and  character  of  the  Brazilian  fleet, 
above  and  below  Humaita,  are  as  well  known  to  President  Lopez  as  to  the  Marquis  de 
Caxias,  the  press,  and  the  public.  And  if  we  are  to  believe  ofiicial  reports,  it  is  equally, 
certain  that  the  state  of  things  on  the  Paraguay,  above  the  allied  forces,  is  absolutely, 
naknown  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  or  any  other  person.  If,  then,  every  person  on. 
board  the  Wasp  were  of  the  disrepntable  chai'acter  implied,  the  most  they  could  possibly 
«nnmanicate  to  the  injujy  of  the  allies  would  be  to  report  the  number  of  vessels  they 
^w ;  infonnation  which  President  Lopez  has  already.  How  utterly  idle,  then,  and  how 
exceedingly  offensive  the  pretence  that  the  passage  of  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp, 
under  the  United  States  flag,  and  commanded  and  officered  by  gentlemen  who  recognize 
aD  the  obligations  which  a  nigh  sense  of  honor  imposes  upon  them  as  neutrals — how 
exceedingly  offensive  to  a  friendly  nation  to  allege  that  such  passage  would  be  uijt|irious 
to  tbe  interests  of  Brazil,  **  because  of  the  operations  and  movements  of  war  shortly  to 
^  carried  into  effect  near  the  place  indicated  as  the  destination  of  the  North  American 
steamer."  That  is  to  say,  "the  steamer  of  a  friendly  neutral  power,  rapidly  running 
through  our  lines,  and  communicating  with  no  one  but  the  commander-in-chief  and  his 
^tafi,  will  become  possessed,  supematurally,  no  doubt,  of  all  our  purposes ;  apd  those 
wa  board  not  being  men  of  honor,  will  disclose  to  our  enemy,  the  President,  and  not  the 
P««ple  of  Paraguay,  the  knowledge  thus  supematurally  acquired." 

But  while  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  thus  guards  against  American  officers  not  revealing, 
what  everybody  knows,  and  nobody  better  than  President  Lopez,  and  while  ho  cannot, 
listeu  to  the  idea  of  a  friendly  neutral  passing  his  lines,  he  perceives  the  benefit  to  be 
dmved  from  availing  himself  of  the  occasion  presented,  to  send  one  of  the  Brazilian 
vcsuela  of  war  above  Humaita,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  enemy's 
^owrtry,  to  bring  away  the  United  States  minister,  and  ^t  the  same  time  explore  the 
ttrra  tMcognita  where  he  would  willingly  extend  his  operations.  Nay,  he  would  go 
eren  still  further,  and  permit  the  iron-clad  thus  employed,  now  above  Humaita,  to  repass 
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thftt  fortification  with  the  consent  of  the  govemnient  of  Paraguay,  and  thus  ^«cii{i« 
irom  what  ia  deemed  a  perilous  position  until  the  fall  of  Humaita,  if  £eJ1  it  should 
What  President  Lopez  would  have  said  to  this  proposition  the  good  sense  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Wasp  promptly  determined ;  what  the  Brazilian  government  thinks  of 
it  is  to  he  found  in  its  formal  approval,  conveyed  to  the  undersigned  hy  the  dispatch  of 
your  excellency ;  but  what  the  governments,  statesmen,  and  mUitary  men  of  EurojM' 
and  America  may  say  of  it,  remams  to  be  seen. 

President  Lopez,  **  the  government  of  Paraguay,"  was  the  only  party  who  could  pos- 
sibly suiter  injury  from  the  presence  of  a  friendly  neutral  in  his  waters  and  amidst  bU 
<lefense8.  And  yet  President  Lopez,  recognizing  his  duty  to  that  friendly  neutral,  and 
to  the  comity  that  should  be  practiced  between  nations,  And  entertaining  none  of  the 
doubts  in  regard  to  the  honor  of  American  naval  officers,  which  so  disturoed  the  mind 
of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  and  made  him  desirous  of  sending  a  Brazilian  vessel  of  war 
into  his  euemy^s  country  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  flag  of  th«* 
United  State**  minister,  no  doubt,  promptly  consent-ed  that  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp  should  ascend  the  Paraguay  to  any  place  she  might  desire  to  visit. 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  tiiat  the  facts  of  the  case  will  abundantly  demonstrati- 
whether  the  act  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  indorsed  by  Brazil,  was  not  as  unfriendly  and 
oftensive  as  it  clearly  was  in  violation  of  international  law  and  the  sovereignty  and 
honor  of  the  United  States. 

But,  says  your  excellency,  if  the  Wasp  had  been  permitted  to  pass  the  blockading 
lines  of  the  allies,  other  nations  would  have  been  entitled  to  claim  a  similar  right  for 
all  their  ships.  Most  assuredly  so,  if  those  other  nations  had  diplomatic  representa- 
tives at  Asuncion  whom  it  was  desirable  to  get  away.  But  Mr.  Washburn  is. the  only 
diplomatic  representative  resident  in  Asuncion,  and  consequently  the  position  is  unten- 
able. 

Your  excellency  next  quotes  Rear-Admiral  Godon,  then  commanding  the  United 
States  South  Atlantic  squadron,  as  fully  justifying  the  action  of  the  allies  m  1868.  So 
correct  is  this,  says  your  excellency,  **  that  Admiral  Godon  himself,  in  18C6,  when  the 
passage  of  Mr.  Washburn  to  Paraguay  was  in  treaty,  was  the  first  to  admit  it,  merclv 
begging  in  his  request  the  passage  of  Mr.  Washburn,  and  that  he  might  be  helped  for- 
ward to  his  destination  dtlwr  by  land  or  by  irater,  without  placing  any  obstacle  in  h> 
wav.  This  is  just  what  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  desired  to  effect  in  the  present  instance, 
ha  A  he  not  been  denied  the  o^ition." 

It  is  no  news  to  the  undersigned  that  in  1866  Admiral  Godon,  having  quarreled  with 
the  three  United  States  ministers  in  the  river  Plata — General  Asboth,  Mr.  Washbarn, 
and  Governor  Kirk — and  with  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Mon- 
tevideo, instead  of  simply  obeying  orders,  and  furnishing  the  United  States  veeaeL  which 
Mr.  Washburn  was  authorized  to  demand,  to  take  him  to  Asuncion,  did  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  Mr.  Washbuni*s  having  such  conveyance,  and  on  one  occasion  actnallv  went 
north  from  this  port  instead  of  sonthj  apparently  to  avoid  receiving  the  contemplnte<iapph- 
cation.  But  it  is  news  to  him  that  the  then  commanding  oflicer  of  the  United  State* 
squadron  on  this  station  should  have  permitted  his  feelings  of  hostility  to  Mr.  Washburn 
to  render  him  so  forgetful  of  his  duty  to  his  country  as  to  indorse  and  justify  and  advise 
the  Brazilian  government  in  its  assumption  that  it  might  safely,  and  with  great  propriety, 
refuse  to  permit  one  of  our  national  vei^els  to  pass  its  linos  with  our  minister  on  IkmuxI. 
provided  the  minister  "  was  lielped  forward  to  nis  destination,  either  by  land  or  by  intf^r, 
without  i)lacing  any  obstacles  in  his  way." 

But  the  Brazilian  government  and  its  representatives  in  the  river  Plata  well  knew 
that  Rear-Admiral  Godon  was  not  vested  with  any  diplomatic  powers  whatever,  and 
that  he  was  as  proverbially  ignorant  of  the  law  of  blockade  as  of  international  law.  He 
was  the  last  man  in  the  navy  to  be  safely  intrusted  with  the  discussion  of  such  ques- 
tions :  and  his  expressing  any  opinion  upon  Mr.  Washburn's  case,  or  making  any  adiniR- 
sions  in  regard  to  it,  was  simply  meddling  with  what  did  not  concern  him.  That  he 
should  have  done  so  in  the  gratification  of  a  vindictive  feeling  toward  a  gentleman  in 
everj'  respect  his  superior,  does  not  surprise  the  undersigned ;  but  it  does  surprise  him 
gi'eatly  that  your  excellency  should  refer  to  the  unpatriotic  acts  of  that  personage,  who 
was  the  representative  of  himself  and  his  vindictive  feelings  only,  as  Justifying  a  pro- 
ceeding which  every  department  of  our  government,  and  Mb  four  diplomatic  represen- 
tatives in  this  region,  as  well  as  every  intelligent  foreigner  here,  united  in  condemning. 
The  undersigned  does  not  douht  that  Rear-Admiral  Godon  did  make  the  admiseions 
described,  and  did,  in  the  gratification  of  his  vindictiveness,  seek  to  produce  a  result  so 
diametrically  opposite  to  what  justice  and  honor,  and  national  sovereignty,  as  well  a*; 
the  convenience  of  our  minister  and  family,  demanded;  but  as  he  was  not  vested  with 
any  diplomatic  i)owers  in  the  premises,  and  as  it  appears  that  if  he  had  been  be  wonhl 
not  have  exercised  them  in  the  interest  of  his  country,  his  opinions  and  admissions  can- 
not, with  propriety,  be  introduced  into  this  corresjwndence. 

The  undersigned  makes  no  apology  for  the  length  of  this  note.  The  existing  diplo- 
matic relations  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  and  the  present  and  future  inter- 
course between  their  people — whose  interests,  political  and  commercial,  are  ins^^Wkr- 
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ibJe^lepend.  to  a  very  ^preat  extent,  upon  the  amicable  ac^uBtment  of  the  pending 
liiftiealty ;  a  difficulty  which  should  not  and  could  not  have  arisen,  and  in  the  progresH 
uf  which  the  sovereignty  and  international  rights  of  neither  party  could  have  become 
involved,  if  Brazil  had  promptly  extended  to  the  United  States  that  comity  which  is 
neoil  among  all  friendly  nations. 

Beiuff  prohibited  from  arguing  the  question  of  right  in  thi.s  very  important  matter, 
the  undersigned,  frtinkly  and  in  the  interests  of  gocM  neighborhood,  will  now  procetvi 
to  extTsct  from  his  various  instructions  on  this  subject  the  well-settled  convictions  of 
hi*  )(OTeniment  in  relation  thereto,  all  or  most  of  which  may  be  found  in  part  two  of 
the  published  diplomatic  correspondence  of  1866: 

"  Mr.  Seward  to  OeneraV  Webb, 

"  Department  of  State, 

"  Wa8h%ngion,  April  21, 1866. 

"We  have  learned,  with  much  surprise,  that  Charles  A.  Washburn,  esq.,  minister  resi- 
lient of  the  United  States  to  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  has  been  hindered  and  detained 
It  or  near  Corri^ntes,  on  the  Parana  River,  by  the  allied  armies  engaged  in  the  war 
a^inst  Paraguay,  on  his  return,  after  a  leave  of  absence,  to  Asuncion,  the  capital  of 
Paraguay.  I  give  yon  for  your  information  a  copy  of  instructions  which  have  been  sent 
to  him  in  this  emergency.  We  sincerely  hoi>e  to  learn  that  •  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  has 
neither  ordered  nor  approved  of  this  hinderance  to  the  passage  of  the  diplomatic  repre- 
seniative  of  the  United  States,  so  disrespectfrd  in  itself  and  so  entirely  inconsistent  wit  h 
the  kw  of  nations. 

"  Yon  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  government  and  the  Emperor,  and  ask 
au  explanation. 

"  Mr,  Seward  to  General  Webb. 

"  Department  of  State, 

"  Waehington,  June  27,  1866. 

»  »  ♦»  «  «  »  .     « 

"I  am  obliged  to  write,  therefore,  in  i^orance  of  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
'Sonth  America.  Nevertheless,  the  sovereignty  and  honor  of  the  United  States  will  admit 
«)f  no  hesitation  or  delay  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Washburn  is  therefore  now  instructed  to 
ntom  at  once  to  the  United  States  if  the  hinderance  before  alluded  to  shall  not  have 
•vased,  through  some  })roceeding8  of  the  governments  concerned. 

"In  the  case  that  you  shall  have  put  into  execution  the  before-mentioned  instnictiou 
which  was  given  you  by  this  department  on  the  21st  day  of  Apnl  last,  and  sliall  not 
bave  received  the  satisfactory  explanations  which  you  were  instructed  to  ask  from  the 
government  of  Brazil,  you  will  now  demand  such  explanations  peremi)torily.  If  they 
■♦hall  not  be  given  you  within  eix  or  dght  days,  you  will  ask  for  your  paseports  to  return  to 
tk€  United  States. 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  United  States^  the  Hon,  William  H,  Seieard,  to  General  Asboth. 

"  Department  of  State, 

"  Washington^  September  24, 1866. 

^  1  have  now  before  me  a  copy  of  a  definitive  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
Wtween  this  department  and  the  Brazilian  government,  which  leads  me  to  hope  that 
long  l»efore  this  reaches  you  the  difficulty  ^vill  entirely  have  ceased.  But  among  the 
I>aiH*r9  which  the  record  presents  is  a  letter  written  by  President  Mitre  to  Mr.  Wash- 
burn  on  the  24th  of  July  last,  which  distinctly  asserts  and  maintains  the  right  of  the 
allies  to  make  that  detention  endure  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  allies.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  cannot  consent  to  hold  relutions  of  peace  and  friendship  e\^ett 
*n^*  friendly  miUons,  when  they  make  their  own  interests  the  rule  of  exposition  instead  of  the 
f'^v' of  nations. 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  General  Webb, 

"  Department  of  State, 

"  Washington,  September  23,  1866. 

"The  paper  treats  of  the  final  disposition  and  settlement  of  the  annoying  question 
which  arose  by  the  detention  of  Mr.  Washburn,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

*'The  President,  however,  marks  the  incident  that  the  opposition  to  the  passage  of  Mr. 
Wa»hbum  was  withdrawn  under  &  protest.    So  far  from  considering  the  question  of  the 
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ri§llt  of  Mr.  Waehbnm  to  proceed  to  his  destination  aa  a  deh(Uahle  one^  ti^  XJmMi  > 
eannot  consent  to  argue  that  question. . 

*^  In  the  second  place,  you  are  authorized  to  state  that  the  sensibilities  of  the  American 
people  have  been  wounded  by  the  transaction. 

"I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  explanation  by  the  allies,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question  whicn  has  been  made  wiU  be  held  to  be  satisfactory. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.'^ 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  from  the  foregoing  extracts  from  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  why  uie  undersigned  has  not  -entered  into  any 
discussion  of  the  rights  of  his  government  in  the  •question  pending  between  it  and  the 
allies,  prosecuting  a  war  against  the  government  and  not  the  people  of  Paraguay.  He 
has  but  one  course  left  him  to  pursue,  and  that  is,  to  urge  upon  "  the  government  and 
Emperor  of  Brazil "  a  reconsideration  of  their  decision  as  conveyed  to  him  in  vour  excel- 
lency's note  of  the  9th  instant.  And  again,  in  the  words  of  his  note  of  the  Ist  instant 
"  he  earnestly  entreats  that  the  government  of  Brazil  will,  without  any  unnecesBaiy 
delay,  issue  instructions  that  all  hinderanoe  to  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp's  passing 
through  the  lines  of  the  allies  on  the  Paraguay  be  withdrawri,  and  promptly  advise  the 
undersigned  that  such  hinderance  has  altogether  ceased.'' 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assor* 
ances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  \^t;bb. 

His  Excellency  Joao  Selveira  de  Souza,   . 
Ckmndllor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor^ 

Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Boa  Viageniy  opposite  RiOy  August  7,  1868 — 5  p.  m. 

Sir  :  III  my  last  I  stated  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  desired 
me  to  ask  for  a  conference,  which  I  had  declined  doing,  at  the  same  time 
expressingmy  readiness  to  wait  upon  him  at  the  Foreign  Office  whenever 
desired  to  do  so.  I  was  in  consequence  invited  to  a  conference  on  the 
Ist  of  August. 

We  accordingly  were  in  conference  two  and  one-half  hours  on  the  Ist, 
three  hours  on  the  4th,  and  nearly  three  hours  to-day,  I  having  just 
returned  from  the  Foreign  Office. 

The  result  was  that  I  left  with  the  minister  my  dispatch  herein  in- 
closed and  marked  Ko.  4,  he  having  previously  explained  that  in  no 
event  should  the  Wasp  be  impeded  in  her  course  to  Asuncion.  It  is 
understood  that  Paranhos's  note,  ''  subject  only  to  such  trifling  delay  as 
may  arise  from  the  active  execution  of  any  military  operation  which  may 
transpire  at  the  time,^  means  simply  that  if,  when  the  Wasp  arrives  at 
the  front,  the  Brazilians  are  actually  firing  at  the  enemy,  they  shall  not 
be  required  to  cease  firing ;  but  in  such  an  event,  the  WAp  shall  wait 
until  the  firing  cease.  To  this  I  assented,  stipulating,  however,  that  if 
the  Wasp  thought  proper  to  pass  between  and  under  the  fire  of  the 
belligerents,  she  should  have  a  right  to  do  so,  and  in  like  manner  the 
belligerents  would  be  at  liberty  to  sink  her  if  they  can,  and  she  is  soffi- 

ciently  foolhardy  to  invite  destruction. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  shall  send  a  brief  dispatch  by  telegraph  from  London,  announcing  the 
result  of  the  Wasp  aflair. 
I  have  reported  to  Admiral  Davis  that  a  United  States  vessel  of  war 
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may  go  up  the  Paraguay  for  Mr.  Washburn;  and  have  requested  hin^^ 

send  the  Wasp,  with  the  same  commander.    This  he  will  do. 

•  •••••• 

Hamaita  was  attacked  on  the  16th  by  the  allied  forces,  and  the  assail- 
ants beaten  off  with  fearful  loss.  On  the  18th  the  allies  were  again 
badly  beaten  in  the  Chaco. 

On  the  25th  the  allies  discovered  that  Humaita  had  been  evacuated 
by  Lofiez's  forces,  and  they  quietly  took  possession  of  it.  The  city  of 
B\o  has,  in  consequence,  been  illuminated  for  three  nights  in  succession. 
Hiere  is  no  end  to  the  rejoicing,  and  the  press  assures  the  people  that 
there  is  no  such  triumph  on  record  in  ancient  or  modem  warfare. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washinfftan^  JD,  C. 


Senhar  Paranhos  to  Mr.  Webb, 

[Tiunslatioii.] 

Central  Section,  Depabtment  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Eio  de  Janeiro,  August  5,  1868. 

The  underaigiied,  councillor  to  his  Imperial  Mt^esty,  and  his  minister  and  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself  to  General  James  Wat- 
§on  Webb,  envoj  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  for  the  United  States. 

The  object  of  the  present  note  is  to  reply  to  that  of  the  13th  ultimo,  which  wa« 
received  by  the  predecessor  of  the  undersigned^  relative  to  the  passing  of  the  steamer 
Wasp  through  the  lines  of  the  rigorous  blockade  of  the  allies^  in  the  waters  of  the  Par- 
agnay  River,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  away  firom  the  enemy^s  territory  Mr.  Charles 
A  Washburn,  minister  resident  for  the  United  States  near  the  republic  of  Paraguay. 

The  undersized,  ha\'ing  had  the  honor  of  conferring  with  General  Webb  on  the  Ist 
and  4th  instant,  will  defer  the  considering  of  each  of  the  propositions  of  the  note 
referred  to. 

Tlie  undersig:ned  holdB  himself  excused  from  that  duty,  as  he  feels  assured  that  they 
do  not  contain  the  slightest  idea  of  a  rupture  of  the  friendship  and  customarj-  deference 
with  which  the  government  of  the  Union  has  ever  responded  to  that  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor;  and  a&o  because  he  at  the  same  time  acknowledged  that  it  is  of  urgent  im- 
portance that  the  uuderstandin^should  be  arrived  at  which  is  desired  by  both  parties, 
with  regard  to  the  passing  of  Mr.  Washburn  through  the  territory  occupied  by  the 
aDied  forces. 

The  imperial  government  is  grieved  at  perceiving  that,  either  because  the  proiwsi- 
tioas  submitted  oy  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  were  not  understood  as  they  were  meant  to 
be.  or  that  owing*  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Washburn's  wife,  the  egress  of  that  gentleman 
a*d  his  family  should  have  been  delayed  until  the  present  time.  The  undersigned  is 
confitlent,  however,  that  General  Webb  is  also  profoundly  convinced  that  on  the  part 
cf  Brazil  there  does  and  always  has  existed  a  most  sincere  desire  to  maintain  and 
ti^ten  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  government  at  Washington ;  and  therefore 
that  it  never  has  been  wanting  either  in  courtesy  or  consideration  towards  its  repre- 
aeutatives. 

General  Webb  knows  that  the  passing  of  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States 
through  the  tOTitory  which  the  allies  occupy  in  tne  waters  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Paraguay  was  "not  denied  to  him,  they  having,  nevertheless,  the  full  and  unde- 
niable right  of  jurisdiction  therein,  according  to  the  right  of  nations.  Theouestion  has 
rwted  upon  the  wa}f  or  manner  of  passing  between  the  war  lines  of  the  allies  without 
weakening  their  moral  force,  or  rtgnring  the  activity  of  their  operations,  or  giving  rise 
to  naestions  with  other  neutral  powers. 

Now,  as  in  1866,  when  the  passing  up  the  river  of  Mr.  Washburn  was  under  consider- 
ation, the  allied  governments  and  their  representatives  at  the  seat  of  war  had  not,  nor 
have  they,  anything  in  view  other  than  the  conciliating  of  the  interests  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  belligerents  with  the  duties  of  courtesy  and  friendship  which  they  are  only 
too  happy  to  oDserve  towards  so  neutral  and  friendly  a  power  as  that  of  tlie  United 
States. 

The  Marquis  de  Caxias,  in  his  character  of  general  commander-in-chief  of  the  allied 
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foi-^,  did  not  hesitate,  on  the  reception  of  the  dispatch  fix>m  the  commander  of  the 
Wirap,  to  point  out  and  help  to  execute  two  sure  methods  for  the  speedy  return  of  the 
United  States  minister  who  is  in  the  enemy's  country.  Unfortunately,  howeter,  those 
methods  it  seems  were  not  deemed  admissiole,  for  it  was  declared  to  us  that  both  were 
impossible ;  notwithstanding,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  explain  en  pasttrnt^  per- 
ceiving that  they  evidently  were  not  duly  appreciated. 

The  distance  by  land  from  Tayi  to  Curupaiti  is  little  more  than  ^yei  leagues,  which 
would  have  been  gone  over  by  Mr.  Washburn  in  a  catrriage  and  other  conreniences 
which  the  Brazilian  general  would  have  had  much  pleasure  in  placing  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  United  States  minister,  his  family,  and  suite.  Only  through  ignorance  of 
the  conditions  or  circumstances  of  that  journey  could  it  have  been  compared,  as  it  was, 
to  the  offensive  offer  made  by  President  Lopez  in  1864,  after  his  declaration  of  war,  to 
the  Brazilian  minister  at  Asuncion,  Mr.  Viana  de  Lima. 

The  government  of  Paraguay,  during  profound  peace,  commenced  hostilities  by  sur- 
prising and  capturing  the  Marquis  de  Ohnda  and  the  imprisonment  of  all  her  panen- 
gers,  among  whom  was  the  president  of  the  province  of  Matto  Groseo.  It  was  onder 
such  circumstances  that  he  wished  the  Brazilian  minister  to  retire  by  land  to  the  Pftsso 
da  Patria — that  is,  that  Mr.  Viana  de  Lima  and  his  family  should  travel  over  fifty 
leagues,  through  the  middle  of  an  enemy's  territory,  without  any  guarantee  as  to  the 
means  of  conveyance  or  indispensable  help  during  so  long  a  j^ute,  besides  not  haTing 
the  slij^htest  protection  for  their  personal  security. 

The  journey  of  Mr.  Washburn  from  Tayi  to  Curupaiti  would  have  been  effected  under 
far  different  circumstances,  and  in  anotner  way,  much  more  speedy,  honorable,  com- 
modious, and  safe.  Mr.  Washburn  would  have  passed  through  as  a  neutral  friend, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  the  Brazilian  minister  at  Asuncion  he  would  have  been  una- 
voidably detained  or  delayed  on  his  passage  through  the  interior  of  a  country  whose 
government  had  most  unexpectedly  declared  war  against  the  empire,  initiating  it  bj 
those  acts  of  most  ui^ustifiable  surprise  and  violence. 

The  second  method  suggested  by  the  general  commander-in-chief  of  the  allied  forces— 
that  is,  the  passage  of  Mr.  Washburn  in  a  Brazilian  vessel  to  Curupaiti— evinces  defer- 
ence towards  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  con- 
sidered without  gravely  impugniujc^  the  intentions  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  and  jnani- 
festing  ignorance  of  the  true  position  of  the  belligerents. 

The  Brazilian  division  of  six  iron-clads,  which  forced  the  passage  of  Humaita  in  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year,  has  already  been  at  Asuncion,  and  has  cruised  beyond  Tebicuari 
more  than  once,  round  about  Humaita,  and  on'  the  opposite  side  called  the  Chaco,  or 
right  bank  of  the  Paraguay. 

General  Webb  declares  that  he  cannot,  in  view  of  the  instructions  fix)m  his  govern- 
ment, enter  into  an  examination  of  the  question  of  right  involved  in  the  passing  of 
Mr.  Washburn  through  the  allies^  lines  of  blockade,  attack,  and  defence ;  and  the 
undersigned  admits  a£o,  on  his  side,  that  he  should  abstain  from  discussing  the  matter, 
since  it  was  not  the  denying  of  a  passage  through  to  that  diplomatic  agent  which  is 
being  treated  of,  but  the  reconciling  of  it  with  the  inevitable  necessities  of  the  war  to 
which  the  allies  were  provoked,  and  which  they  are  using  every  effort  to  terminate  in 
the  speediest,  most  just  and  honorable  manner. 

The  imperial  government  cannot,  nor  would  it  wisF  to  proceed  in  an  affair  which, 
like  this,  is  of  grave  importance  to  the  alliance,  without  previously  consulting  with 
its  allies ;  and  the  undersigned  would  therefore  insist  that  the  present  emergency  be 
definitely  decided  upon  at  the  river  Plata,  or  here,  after  communications  s&ll  have 
been  received  from  both  the  Argentine  and  Oriental  governments,  if  there  were  not  on 
the  one  side  the  consideration  tnat  there  is  no  one  there  to  represent  the  United  States, 
and,  on  the  other,  that  the  Senhor  Juan  E.  Torrent,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  the  Argentine  Republic  near  this  court,  manifests  the  same  friendly 
and  deferential  disposition  towards  the  United'States  that  he  does. 

In  pursuance  to  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Torrent,  and  in  the  hope  that  that  agreement 
will  be  approved  of  and  duly  appreciated  by  the  allied  governments  at  the  river  Plata, 
the^  undersigned  proceeds  to  propose  to  General  Webo  a  solution  of  the  question, 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  as  satisfactory,  as  well  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  as  by  its  representative  accredited  near  his  Mfgesty  the  Btaiperor. 

Mr.  Washburn  thought  it  impossible  that  President  Lopez  would  consent  to  the 
passing  of  a  Brazilian  steamer  under  a  flag  of  truce,  for  the  inoffensive  purpose  of 
aiding  him  to  retire,  as  mentioned  l>efore.  Well,  then,  the  government  of  his  Miyesty, 
in  its  own  name  and  in  those  of  its  allies,  will  most  willingly  accede  to  the  descent 
from  Asuncion  of  the  United  States  minister,  on  board  of  a  Paraguayan  vessel,  under 
a  flag  of  truce,  to  Curupaiti,  or  to  the  most  advanced  post  of  the  allies,  the  Waepto^ 
up  to  that  point,  wherever  it  may  be,  and  there  to  receive  on  board  the  diplomatic 
agent  of  his  country. 

Apparently  the  material  difficulty  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Washburn  will  be  thus  removed ; 
there  will  be  complete  reciprocity  of  the  just  and  friendly  propositions  which  are 
wlvanced  on  both  sides ;  in  a  woro,  the  rights  and  supreme  necessities  of  the  beUiger- 
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piitA  will  be  in  harmony  with  the  passing  and  returning  of  the  representative  o£  the 
United  States.  *■ 

Bat  the  imperial  goTemment  'and  its  allies  will  carry  their  deference  to  the  United 
StAtes  beyond  that.  If  its  representatives  near  this  court  and  at  the  republic  of  Para- 
;^y  hold  that  they  should  not  accept  either  of  these  methods,  or  that  the  return  of 
Mr.  Washburn  can  be  only  effected  safely  and  conveniently  by  the  Wasp^s  going  to 
receive  him  at  his  place  of  embarkation,  tnen  the  allies  will  acree  that  a  United  States 
vtHiifiel  of  war  shall  proceed  to  that  jioint  for  that  purpose,  that  vessel  being  subject 
only  to  such  trifling  delay  as  may  arise  from  the  active  execution  of  any  military  opera- 
tion which  may  transpire  at  the  time ;  the  allies  being  well  assured  that  the  assertions 
of  General  Webb  (which  they  never  have  doubted)  with  regard  to  the  observance  of 
the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  vessel  and  of  the  representative  of 
the  Union  shall  most  rigorously  be  carried  out. 

The  nndersigped  hopes  that  this  resolution  taken  by  the  imperial  government,  in 
combination  with  the  representative  of  the  Argentine  Republic  near  this  court,  will  be 
heneTolently  admitted  by  its  allies  at  the  river  Plata,  and  that  it  will  be  apparent  to 
(reoend  Webb  and  Mr.  Washburn,  and  to  their  government,  that  this  is  a  fiirther  proof 
of  the  cordiality  with  which  the  said  allies  profess  the  most  friendly  sentiments  toward 
the  United  States  government. 

The  andersigned  ava)^  himself  of  this  oportunity  to  renew  to  General  Webb  the 
atstirances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOSfi  MARIA  DA  SILVA  PARANHOS. 


.  Mr,  Webb  to  Senhor  ParanhoB. 

Legation  of  thk  United  Statea, 

Boa  Via^emf  August  5,  1868. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  from  his  excellency  Jos<$ 
Maria  de  Silva  Paranhos,  councilor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minister  and 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  yesterday,  August  5,  and  which  is  in  rei)ly 
to  a  note  from  the  undersigned  addressed  to  the  predecessor  of  his  excellency,  dated 
July  the  13thy  remonstrating  against  the  decision  of  the  lato  eouemment,  approving  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  in  refusiug  to  permit  the  United  States  Wasp  to 
paaft  his  military  lines  on  her  way  to  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  from  that  capital  his  excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn,  the  duly  accredited 
minister  ot  the  United  States  to  Paraguay,  and  thus  relieve  him  and  his  family  from 
what  the  government  of  the  United  States  declared  to  be  a  "disagreeable  and  probably 
dangerous  situation." 

The  undersigned  is  greatly  impressed  with  the  friendly  tone  of  this  note  from  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  tenders  to  him  his  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  cordial  and  frank  manner  in  which  he  has  complied  with  the  wishes  of 
the  government  of  the  United  Statos. 

His  excellency,  in  reconsidering  the  too  hasty  action  of  his  predecessor,  and  in  recog- 
nizing the  propriety  and  necessity  of  a  movement  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
for  the  relief  of  its  diplomatic  agent  in  Paraguay,  and  the  mode  adopted  for  that  relief, 
h»  given  another  and  most  acceptable  proof,  on  the  part  of  the  goverument  and  Emperor 
of  Brazil^  of  their  determination  to  reciprocate  the  mondly  feelings  which  have  always 
<*«ntrolled  the  action  of  the  United  States  in  its  intercourse  with  ^  the  governments  on 
the  continent  of  America.  An  "  American  policy,''  based  upon  the  advanced  civilization 
of  the  world,  the  progress  of  the  age,  the  interests  and  wants  of  new  peoples,  in  con- 
tnidLsttnction  to  a  poucy  which  ib  of  necessity  the  offspring  of  the  past,  and  fettered  by 
the  thought  and  action  of  the  period  in  whicn  it  originated,  is  recognized  by  all  Amen- 
f-an  statesmen,  whether  of  the  north  or  the  south.  And  to  secure  to  the  government  of 
America  the  benefits  of  such  an  "American  policy,"  it  is  of  primary  importance  that 
Brazil  and  th#United  States,  and  all  the  governments  on  this  continent,  all  of  them 
being  constitutional  sovemmente,  should  cultivate  among  each  other  the  most  friendly 
ioterconrse  and  the  closest  political  alliance  compatible  with  their  constitutional  forms 
of  government.  To  accomplish  this  gi-eat  work,  and  to  draw  closer  together  the  United 
MaU%  and  Brazil,  has  been  the  one  great  object  of  the  undersigned  during  his  long  resi- 
'lence  at  this  court ;  and  he  is  happy  to  recognize  in  the  dispateh  of  his  excellency  the 
evidence  of  a  similar  feeling  and  puri>ose. 

Orders  have  been  forwarded  by  Rear-Admiral  Davis,  commanding  the  United  States 
fimth  Atlantic  squadron  on  this  station,  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Kirkland,  command- 
ing the  United  States  steamer  Wasp,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Asuncion  for  Mr.  Washburn 
and  his  fiimily ;  and  it  would  he  idle  for  the  undersigned  to  assure  your  excellency  that 
tmder  no  circumstances  and  in  no  conceivable  event  will  the  progress  of  that  ve8^M)l  to 
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or  from  Asnncion  impede  or  in  any  way  be  iignriouB  to  the  interests  of  the  allies  waging 
war  against  the  government  of  Paraguay. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  presented  to  renew  to  your 
excellency  the  expression  of  his  cordial  respect  and  great  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Jos6  Maria  i>a  Silva  Paranhos, 

Councilor  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor, 

Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  For^gn  Affairs, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Wehh. 

No.  233.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  August  17, 1868. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  7th  day  of  July,  No.  68,  has  been  received. 

I  learn  from  it  that  Bear- Admiral  Davis,  who  commands  the  United 
States  South  Atlantic  squadron,  has  sent  tne  United  States  ship  of  war 
Wasp  up  the  Parana,  with  a  view  to  bring  the  United  States  minister, 
Charles  A.  Washburn,  and  his  family,  from  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  Par- 
aguay, and  thereby  remove  them  from  their  embarrassing  and  possibly 
dangerous  situation;  and  that  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  the  command^ 
of  the  allied  forces,  reftised  to  permit  the  Wasp  to  pass  through  his 
blockade  up  to  Asuncion,  in  consequence  of  which  refusal  the  Wa^ 
returned  to  Montevideo,  after  a  delay  of  forty-seven  days,  without  having 
accomplished,  the  object  of  her  voyage.  Your  dispatch  is  accompanied 
by  a  copy  of  a  note  which,  on  the  lirst  of  July  last,  you  addressed  to  his 
excellency  Jodo  Silveira  de  Souza,  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  in  which  note  you  made  complaint 
of  this  proceeding  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  and  requested  that  the 
same  might  be  disapproved,  and  that  the  Wasp  might,  without  delay, 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  removing  Mr. 
Washburn  and  his  family.  I  find  in  an  appendix  to  these  i>apers  a  cor- 
respondence concerning  the  events  which  were  the  basis  of  your  note  to 
the  Brazilian  secretary,  in  which  correspondence  are  contained  letters 
from  Rear- Admiral  Davis,  Commander  Kirkland,  of  the  Wasp,  Charles 
A.  Washburn,  esq..  United  States  minister  in  Paraguay,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Caxias.  I  have  also  received  ftom  Mr.  Moran,  lat-e  United 
States  charg<^de  affaires  in  London,  a  cable  telegram,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  you  have  intimated  a  purpose  to  a«k  for  a  passport  in  case 
the  Brazilian  government  should  refuse  to  allow  the  request  contained 
in  your  note  before  mentioned.  I  further  find  a  reference  to  this  latter 
point  in  your  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  July,  No.  69,  which  has  been  previ- 
ously acknowledged.  From  this  last  paper  1  learn  that  at  the  time  it 
was  written  no  answer  to  your  note  had  been  received  from  the  Brazil- 
ian secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  that,  in  the  event  '^f  an 
unfavorable  reply,  you  contemplated  making  a  request  for  a  passport, 
and  an  immediate  withdrawal  from  Brazil. 

The  grave  and  critical  issue  which  it  thus  appears  was  pending  at  the 
date  of  your  dispatch  has  probably  before  this  time  reached  a  solution, 
although  many  days  may  elapse  before  that  conclusion  shall  become 
officially  known  to  this  government.  It  would  be  impossible,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  give  you  definite  instructions  upon  the  course  to 
be  pursued  in  the  possible  event  of  a  sanction  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Marquis  de  Caxias  by  the  Brazilian  government;  nor  am  I  now  author- 
ized, nor  is  it  deemed  necessary,  with  such  unauthentic  information  as 
we  have,  to  pronounce  the  sense  of  the  government  concerning  your  eon- 
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teuiplated  demand  for  a  passport  and  the  consequent  close  of  your  mission 
at  Rio. 

It  is  thought,  however,  to  be  neither  improper  nor  premature  to  con- 
sider the  several  matters  in  regard  to  the  Wasp  which  are  expressly 
broQght  in  review  by  your  dispatch. 

The  proceedings  of  Eear- Admiral  Davis  in  directing  the  Wasp  to  go 
np  the  Parana  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  mentioned  is  approved. 

This  government  holds  that  it  has  a  lawful  right  to  send  a  ship  of  war 
up  the  Parana  to  Asuncion,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  United 
States  minister  and  his  family,  and  convening  them  from  the  scene  of 
siege  and  war  to  neutral  territory  or  waters;  that  the  refusal  of  Marquis 
de  Caxias  to  permit  the  Wasp  to  pass  up  to  Asuncion  violates  becoming 
eomtj  on  the  part  of  Brazil  and  the  allies  towards  the  United  States, 
and  is  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  nations;  that  Mr.  Washburn  and 
Commander  Kirkland  justifiably  and  properly  declined  the  alternatives 
offered  by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias.  The  requests  upon  the  Brazilian 
government,  expressed  in  your  note  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs, 
are  approved  and  adopted. 

Should  this  dispatch  find  you  in  the  performance  of  your  official  duties, 
you  will  read  it  to  the  Brazilian  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  deliver 
him  a  copy  if  he  shall  desire  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

JiaiEs  Watson  Webb.,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Webb. 

Xo.  235.]  Department  of  State, 

September  15, 1868. 

8iE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  7th  of 
Angost,  which  is  without  number,  and  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  ^  final  ooiTe8i>ondence  which  has  taken  place  between  yourself  and 
Mr.  Paranhos,  the  Brazilian  secretary  of  foreign  aftaii^,  relating  to  the 
opposition  which  was  offered  by  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  to  the  voyage  of 
tie  Wasp  up  the  Parana  Biver,  with  the  view  of  relieving  Mr.  Wash- 
boni  and  his  family  at  Asuncion. 

Your  proceedings  in  the  settlement  of  that  vexatious  case,  as  they  are 
represents  in  your  dispatch  and  the  accompanying  correspondence,  are 
aj^woved  and  commended. 

You  will  assure  the  Marquis  de  Paranhos  that  this  government  highly 
appreciates  the  just  and  friendly  manner  in  which  the  transaction  has 
beai  brought  to  a  satisfactory  end  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
BraziL 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jajces  Watson  Webb,  Esq.,  c&c.,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Boa  Viagem,  October  8,  1868. 
8iE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Admi- 
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ml  C.  H.  Da\is,  in  relation  to  what  I  consider  a  measure  of  policy  on  the 
part  of  our  squadron.  From  what  Mr.  Washburn  writes,  I  have  but 
little  doubt  that  the  persons  he  left  behind  him  as  constituting  a  part  of 
his  leg&tion  have  been  already  murdered  5  and  yet  I  think  the  honor  of 
the  country  appears  to  demand  some  such  demonstration  as  I  ask.  Eng- 
land, France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  all  have  sent  gunboats  up  to  Asuncion: 
and  considering  the  outrage  perpetrated  on  our  legation,  we  are  called 
upon,  if  for  appeai-ances  only,  to  send  all  our  disposable  force  up  the 
river.  I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  they  could  do  any  good,  as 
probably  our  two  citizens  are  no  longer  living.  But,  nevertheless,  sound 
l)olicy  requires  that  we  do  something  more  than  those  who  have  no  such 
outrage  to  punish  as  that  perpetrated  against  our  legation. 

Neither  Admiral  Davis  nor  I  have  anything  to  do  with  the  approval 
or  censure  of  Mr.  Washburn's  conduct  in  the  press.  It  is  suMcient  to 
know  that  the  sanctity  of  our  legation  has  been  violated  to  justify  and 
to  demand  such  interposition  as  I  have  asked.  And  it  is  satisfactorj'  to 
know  that  the  cost  of  a  demonstration  which  would  be  invaluable  to  us 
would  be  precisely  the  expense  of  the  fuel  consumed ;  no  more  and  no 
less.  And  if,  as  is  said,  an  exi)edition  up  the  Paraguay  would  prevent 
the  Guerriere's  contemplated  visit  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  coast 
of  Africa,  whence  the  Quinnebaug  has  just  returned,  the  value  of  the 
coal  thereby  saved  would  be  double  the  cost  of  that  consumed  by  our 
small  steamers  in  an  expedition  up  the  Paraguay,  where,  at  present,  we 
are  the  only  naval  power  not  represented. 

Admiral  Davis  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  intelligent  gentle- 
men in  our  navy,  and  nobody  can  know  him  without  entertaining  fot  him 
both  respect  and  affection.  He  is,  withal,  a  gentleman  of  science,  and 
so  courteous  and  just  to  all  under  his  command  that  he  is  justly  popular 
on  shipboard  as  well  as  on  shore.  Most  assuredly,  I  know  no  gentleman 
in  service  who  possesses  more  of  my  regard  5  and  yet  we  differ  as  widely  as 
the  poles  in  regard  to  what  is  required  of  him  in  this  emergency.  He  thinks 
the  whole  affair  not  worth  a  second  thought,  and,  like  most  naval  officers, 
perceives  no  peculiar  sanctity  about  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  a 
country.  Of  course  my  views  are  directly  the  opposite  of  his.  We  have 
no  right  to  consider  tchat  should  be,  but  must  look  at  tvhat  is;  and  so 
long  as  we  recognize  the  existing  mode  of  international  intercourse,  we 
have  no  option  but  to  vindicate  our  own  honor,  and  in  so  doing  punish, 
or  attempt  to  punish,  what  is  equally  an  outrage  against  every  civihwd 
nation. 

What  Admiral  Davis  will  do  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  He  was  to  have 
sailed  with  his  entire  squadron  for  the  river  Plata  at  the  end  of  this 
week.    Recent  events,  most  certainly,  will  not  delay  his  departure. 

Beyond  all  question  you  wiD  receive  full  details  of  all  that  has  trans- 
laired  from  Mr.  Washburn.  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

Doubtless  Mr.  Washburn  will  sail  from  here  for  New  York  on  the  26tli. 
We  expect  him  on  the  20th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Webb  to  Bwr-AdmiraJ  Davis. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Boa  Viagem,  opposite  Rio,  October  6, 1868. 
M  V  Dear  Sir  :  I  yesterday  reoeived  from  his  exceUency  Charles  A.  Wa^bum,  United 
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^tsites  minister  resident  to  Paracnay,  a  commnnication,  dat'Cd  Buenos  Ayres,  September 
'id.  1866,  apprising  me  of  his  sale  arrival  at  that  city  in  the  Wasp^  in  which  he  says : 
"We  have  barely  escaped  aliee.  Yon  probably  little  thought,  when  you  w^ere  battling 
with  the  Brazilians  so  strongly  for  a  gunboat  to  come  to  my  relief,  that  I  was*  at  that 
time  in  danger  of  my  life/*  And  he  also  informs  me  that  Loi>ez  "  took  away  Bliss  and 
Masterman,^  his  secretary  and  interpreter,  "  by  forcCf  at  the  moment  of  leaving  the 
legation  to  go  on  board  the  steamer/' 

I  felt,  of  course,  that  while  we  had  rescued  the  minister  and  his  family  our  work  was 
only  half  complete<l,  and  that  the  honor  of  our  country  had  been  directly  insulted  by 
Lopez  thus  trampling  iipon  the  right*  of  our  legation,  and  by  the  gross  outrage  perpe- 
trated nx»on  two  of  its  members,  bj'  their  forcible  seizure  when  under  the  immediate 
protection  of  onr  minister.  And  consequently  I  immediately  inclosed  to  you  Mr. 
\Vaahbnm*s  letter,  with  a  brief  note,  saying  :  "  iVrite  thus  that  you  may  turn  this  mat- 
ter over  in  your  mind  before  I  join  you ; "  and  I  begged  you  to  send  a  boat  for  me  at  2 
p.  m.  This  you  did,  and  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  the  prompt  and  kind  manner  in  which 
you  have  always  complied  with- similar  requests,  as  well  as  for  your  cordial  co-ojwration 
at  all  times  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties. 

I  reached  the  Guerriere  at  2^  o'clock  p.  m.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  for  the  first  time  in 
op  official  intercourse  there  api>eared  to  exist  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  duty,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the  existing  emergency :  I 
believing  that  this  is  precisely  one  of  those  cases  to  meet  which  our  country  keeps  up, 
at  great  expense,  a  large  squadron  on  this  station,  the  protection  of  our  citizens  and  the 
prompt  vindicati6n  of  our  national  honor ;  while  vou,  unfortunately,  look  upou  it  as  an 
I'vent  of  no  8i>ecial  significance,  and  which  calls  for  no  assumption  of  any  unusual 
responsibility  on  your  part,  because  you  have  no  instructions  or  direct  orders  in  con- 
templation of  such  a  contingency — ^a  contingency  which,  of  course,  could  not  be  fore- 
seen and  anticipated. 

Yon  inquired  what  would  I  have  you  do ;  and  I  answered  then,  and  I  answer  now,  I 
would  have  yon  send  up  to  Asuncion  e,very  available  vessel  of  your  squadron  and  demand 
the  immediat>e  release  of  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman,  two  members  of  the  United 
States  legation  in  Paraguay,  forcibly  seized  by  Lopez  in  violation  of  their  diplomatic 
rights,  and  now  held  in  prison  by  the  tyrant,  if,  as  Mr.  Washburn  suggests,  they  have 
not  already  been  put  to  death.  *^  And  even  if  the  chances  were  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  that  they  are  no  longer  in  existence,  such  in  my  judgment  is  the  import>ance 
of  this  action,  in  view  of  its  iuduence  upon  the  opinion  of  the  civilized  world  m  regard 
to  the  character  and  the  energy  of  our  government,  and  the  efficacy  of  our  navy,  that 
I  would  have  you  transfer  your  flag  to  one  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  your  squadron  and 

{JO  up  the  Paraguay  and  make  such  a  demonstration  at  least  as  will  prove  that  Eng- 
and  is  not  the  only  nation  that  protects  the  lives  and  persons  of  its  citizens  and  the 
diplomatic  rights  of  its  representatives,  without  stopping  to  count  the  cost.  True,  we 
an*  not  called  upon  to  raise  an  annv  of  10,000  veterans,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,000,  for  a 
second  Abyssinian  expedition  into  the  wilds  of  Paraguay,  but  we  may  safely  incur  the 
erpenae  of  ike  fuel  necessary  for  what  I  propose,  and  this  is  all  it  can  cost  us.  Our 
s<luadron  is  here  for  just  such  work— to  protect  the  commerce,  the  lives,  and  the  per- 
«»uft  of  our  people ;  and  you  have  already  informed  me  that  the  entire  squadron  will 
sail  for  the  river  Plata  during  the  present  or  early  next  week,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Shamokin,  which  is  to  go  home,  probably  to  be  broken  up.  .But  why  send  her  home,  if 
an  emergency  is  presented  in  which  she'can  render  as  good  service  as  any  other  veswd  . 
of  the  squadron  f 

Be  assured,  my  dear  admiral,  that  this  is  no  ordinary  ocurrence.  The  eye«  of  the 
civilized  world  are  upon  us,  and  precisely  as  you  may  aet  in  this  emergency  will  our 
country  come  out  of  the  aflair  with  credit  and  honor  or  lose  prestige  as  a  nation.  You 
and  I  have  done  our  duty  in  sending  up  the  Wasp,  but  we  have  not  yet  discharged  our 
tchole  duty ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  to  complete  our  work,  we  must  make  such  a  demonstra- 
tion as  I  am  urging  upon  you.  We  are  both  8er\*ants  of  one  government,  and  each 
independent  of  the  other,  to  be  controlled  only  by  our  common  superior,  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  speaking  through  his  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy.  I  do 
uot  claim  the  remotest  right  to  control  your  action,  and  feel  the  full  responsiiiility  of 
attempting  to  influence  it.  But  it  is  my  imperative  duty  to  call  upon  yon  oflicially  t-o 
act  energetically  in  this  emergency,  stating,  at  the  time,  my  reasons  for  making  such 
call,  and  assuming  all  the  responsibility  of  so  doing.  That  duty  I  have  attempted, 
hastily,  to  discharge,  and  now  your  responsibility  begins.  Tliat  yon  will  meet  that 
responsibility  fearlessly  and  do  what  you  think  is  rights  I  know. 

\ou  remarked  to  me  yesterday  that  you  had  no  facts  to  warrant  the  action  I  recom- 
mend and  solicit ;  and  that  although  you  ha<l  received  Commander  KirklandVs  report 
of  his  visit  to  Asuncion  and  return  to  Montevideo,  it  contained  nothing  which  demanded  • 
the  proceeding  I  desire. 

One  word  in  regard  to  Commander  Kirkland,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged the  delicate  duty  uikju  which  he  was  detached,  in  both  of  his  visits  up  the 
Paraguay.    No  officer  of  any  rank  in  the  navy  could  have  done  better ;  and  his  reply 
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to  the  Marquis  dc  Caxias,  when  that  personage  proposed  to  send  a  Brazilian  inm-dad 
up  the  Paraguay  for  Mr.  Washburn,  was  so  apposite  and  so  appropriate  to  the  occju»iont 
that  I  quoted  the  most  of  it  to  the  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  when  reiterating 
my  demand  that  the  Wasp  should  not  be  obstmcted  in  her  passage  of  the  allied  lines  on 
her  '*  errand  of  mercy."  And  Mr.  Washburn,  in  his  letter  to  me,  attributes  his  escape 
with  life  to  Commander  Kirkland's  manly  defiance  of  Lopez,  and  his  indignant  threat 
of  consequences  if  he  dared  to  carry  out  his  avowed  intentioif  of  detaining  a  United 
8tates  minister  in  Paraguay. 

What  Mr.  Kirkland  could  or  should  have  reported  in  regard  to  Lopez's  conduct 
towards  our  legation  in  Paraguay  is  not  for  me  to  determine  ;  but  Mr.  Washburn,  the 
duly  accreditetl  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  ban  made 
his  report,  which  I  have  placed  in  your  possession,  and  every  word  of  which  I  indorse. 
And  in  addition  I  send  herewith  a  supjuemeut  to  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Standard,  of  the 
26th  of  September,  in  which  you  will  find  a  letter  from  Mr.  Washburn  to  the  Briti^ 
minister  accredited  to  the  Argentine  government,  giving  a  full  history  of  events  in 
Paraguay  for  the  past  six  months.  That  document  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Waahbum, 
and  I  desire  to  have  it  received  as  a  part  of  this  official  coBununication. 

You  do  not  know  Mr.  Washburn,  but  I  do ;  and  I  know,  too,  that  both  at  Buenos 
Ayres  and  here  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  public  press,  in  the  interest  of  Brazil  and  the  allies, 
is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  blacken  his  character.  On  the  otlier  hand,  the  Standard, 
representing  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  foreign  diplomatic  corps,  and  of  the  British 
^linister  and  British  residents  in  Buenos  Ayres,  does  Mr.  Washburn  full  Justice  and 
commends  his  conduct  throughout.  I  know  nim  to  be  a  man  of  honor  and  truth ;  but 
even  if  he  were  personally  unknown  to  me  as  he  is  to  you,  both  you  and  I  know  him  to 
lie  the  duly  accredited  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  his  testimony,  which  we  have, 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  respect.  He  tells  us  that  two  members  of  his  legation  were 
forcibly  detained  as  prisoners  by  Lopez,  and  that  their  lives  are  in  danger  i^  aa  is  quite 
probable,  they  have  not  already  been  murdered,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
others  may  say  or  do  in  regard  to  the  affair.  Our  government  is  far  distant ;  appeal  to 
it  is  impossible  ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  my  duty  officially  to  make  a  requisition  upon 
you  to  interpose  for  the  vindication  of  our  national  honor  and  the  protection  of  onr 
citizens.  I  am  responsible  to  our  government  for  the  grounds  upon  which  that  requisi- 
tion is  based,  and  it  is  your  ri^ht  to  respond  to  or  reject  my  application,  and  for  ao  doing 
you  and  you  only  are  responsible. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  add  that,  in  my  judgment,  an  emergency  of  such  rare 
occurrence,  and  so  certain  to  redound  to  the  honor  of  our  country  and  the  credit  of  all 
concerned,  if  judiciously  managed,  should  be  deemed  a  great  boon.  For  weeks  past  the 
press  in  this  regitm  has  teemed  with  rumors  of  insult  to  the  United  States  legation  in 
Paraguay,  and  a  violation  of  its  sanctity  ;  and,  beyond  all  peradventure,  the  rumor  is 
ere  this  widely  circulated  through  Europe,  and  statesmen  and  diplomatists,  our  enemies 
and  our  friends,  while  uniting  in  lauding  England  for  her  recent  exploits  in  Abyssinia, 
and  her  noble  sacrifices  in  giving  protection  to  her  official  agents  and  humble  citizeu8y 
in  a  far  off  and  barbarous  land,  are  anxiously  watching  to  learn  what  will  be  the  con- 
duct of  the  great  American  nation  under  alinost  identical  circumstances.  I  pray  that 
the  response  may  be  the  immediate  departure  of  every  vessel  of  our  squadron,  of  light 
draught  of  water,  to  the  capital  of  Paraguay. 

Such  demonstration,  made  without  one  day^s  unneccessary  delay,  whether  sncceasfii] 
or  not,  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  invaluable  to  onr  country  and  to  its  navy.  And  if 
this  be  not  precisely  such  a  duty  as  our  squadron  is  kept  on  this  station  to  discha]^ 
when  the  emergency  occurs,  then,  most  assuredly,  I  am  ignorant  of  any  necessity  wr 
United  States  s(|ua(lrons  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  in  time  of  peace. 

Pardon  me  for  having  written  so  much.  I  could  not  write  less.  And,  whatever  may 
lie  your  decision  in  the  premises,  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  it  will  be  based  upon 
patriotism,  as  it  will  unquestionably  be  the  result  of  wisdom  and  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  admiral,  most  devotedly  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB, 
United  States  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  MiniMter  Plen^tmtkarif, 

Rear-Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  United  States  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

2^0.  75.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,' October  24, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  <!bntinuanee  of  my  cor- 
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respoDdence  with  Bear- Admiral  Davis,  numbered  3,  4,  5,  and  6 ;  No.  2 

ha^in^  already  been  forwarded  with  my  dis^iatoh  Xo.  74,  via  England. 

•  ••••• 

lu  my  second  letter  to  the  admiral  I  give  only  an  extract  from  my 
hasty  private  note,  \pitten  at  the  consulate,  and  asking  a  boat  to  be  sent 
me.  To  show  that  my  only  object  in  suppressing  any  part  of  that  note 
was  to  save  time  and  labor,  I  now  place  the  entire  note  before  you.  It- 
was  as  follows : 

CONSUUITE,  12i. 

My  Dkar  Admiral  :  I  inclose  for  your  peniHal  a  letter  from  Washburn.  I  think  we 
shooM  talk  this  matter  over,  and  see  if  anything  can  be  done  to  relieve  the  two  mem- 
bers of  the  United  States  legation,  so  outrageously'  seized  by  Lopez.  It  is  one  of  those 
ca8t«  in  which  to  do  nothing  is  to  do  wrong ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  mere  fact  of 
^niUug  up  a  force  to  look  after  onr  people  would,  at  least,  avert  much  reproach  that 
will  otherwise  fall  upon  us.  * 

An  to  sending  Wauibnm  from  the  La  Plata  in  a  United  States  gunboat,  that  is  quite 
uuueeeasary.  Our  government  has  brought  him  down  from  Asuncion,  and  that  is 
ilemonAtration  sufficient.  Now  our  duty  is  to  look  after  the  other  members  of  the  lega- 
tion. No  matter  who  appointed  them  our  obligation  is  equally  binding.  But  I  wilt* 
feme  to  yoii  at  two,  or  a  little  sooner.  I  have  an  appointment  at  the  foreign  office  at 
1  o'clock,  and  write  this  that  you  may  turn  the  matter  over  in  vour  mind  before  I 
join  you.    If  your  boat  is  at  the  landing  at  a  quarter  of  two,  I  shall  doubtless  be  there. 

Your  friend^  

WEBB. 

This  accounts  for  my  reception  by  the  admiral,  as  detailed  in  my 
second  not-e  to  him,  marked  4,  and  dated  October  9,  when  he  declined 
doing  anything ;  and  especially  to  hurry  his  departure,  fixed  for  the 
UHh,  and  get  off  on  Thursday,  the  8th.  I  told  him  he  left  me  no  alter- 
native but  to  address  to  him  an  official  note,  recapitulating  all  I  had  said, 
and  urging  him  to  take  up  the  Paraguay  every  vessel  of  his  squadron 
of  light  draught  of  water,  five  in  number.  He  said  he  hoped  I  would 
do  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  replied  that  it  was  my  duty  so  to  do,  and 
make  a  requisition  upon  him  for  the  employment  of  the  squadron  in  the 
])resent  emergency,  and  having  done  that,  the  responsibility  of  refusing 
to  act  would  rest  ux)on  him.  He  answered,  "  I  will  write  in  reply,  I  do 
not  choose  to  respond  to  your  call.  No,  I  will  not  say  I  do  not  choose 
to;  1  will  reply,  that  on  my  arrival  at  the  river  I  will  investigate  the 
matter. "  I  rejoined,  "there  is  nothing  to  investigate.  I  have  pLiced  in 
your  hands  Mr.  Washburn's  report  to  me ;  and  that,  and  his  letter  to 
the  British  minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  cover  the  whole  ground.''  In 
answer  to  this  he  said  that  Washburn's  letter  was  not  worthy  of  credit, 
as  his  fears  for  his  life  had  disqualified  him  as  a  witness ;  he  wa&  a 
frightened  man,  and  his  letter  to  me  showed  that  he  had  not  yet  recov- 
ered from  his  fears.  I  insisted  that  I  knew  Washburn,  and  indorsed  all 
he  had  written,  and  that  he,  the  admiral,  had  no  right  to  listen  to,  or 
put  faith  in,  what  others  said.  We  then  agreed  that  our  official  differ- 
ences of  opinion  in  regard  to  a  question  of  duty  need  not  and  should 
not  cause  any  change  in  our  personal  relations.         •        •        •        • 

Judge  then  of  my  surprise  at  the  receipt  of  his  letter  of  the  8th.  He 
is  an  exceedingly  weak  man,  notwithstanding  his  accomplishments,  and 
has  those  about  him  who  have  led  him  astray.  One  thing  is  certain ;  we 
cannot  both  be  right,  and  one  of  us  should  be  severely  censured,  if  not 
recalled. 

1  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  general  feeling  of  indignation  among 
Americans  at  the  inaction  of  our  squadron  and  the  contemptuous  terms 
in  which  intelligent  men  of  all  nationalities  speak  of  us.  To  show  that 
neither  our  government  nor  its  minister  are  to  blame  in  this,  I  inserted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


304  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

in  a  card  defending  Mr.  Washburn,  which  I  published  yesterday,  a  para- 
graph to  which  I  call  your  personal  attention.  You  will  find  that  card 
inclosed. 

General  McMahon  arrived  in  the  steamer  Mississippi  on  the  2l8t  and 
called  on  the  22d,  after  having  been  on  board  the  flag-ship  both  on  the 
21st  and  22d.  Before  showing  me  his  instructions  from  you,  he  inquired 
if  there  would  be  any  obstnictions  to  his  going  up  the  Paraguay  to 
Asuncion.  I  asked  if  he  had  any  such  purpose  in  Wew.  He  said  that 
he  had;  that  Admiral  Davis  intended  to  take  him  to  the  river  next 
week,  when  he  would  change  his  flag  to  one  of  the  smaller  vessels  (the 
Pawnee)  and  take  hirn  up  to  Asuncion,  in  order  that  he  might  present 
his  credentials  to  Lopez  and  liberate  Bliss  and  Masterman.        •       • 

He  said  there  were  so  many  versions  of  what  had  occurred  that  he 
could  not  decide  what  to  do  until  he  re^iched  the  river.  I  replied,  "That 
is  an  error;  there  is  but  one  version  of  the  facts  of  the  case  to  which 
you  or  I  or  the  admiral  can  refer,  or  which  we  can  receive,  and  that  ver- 
sion is  contained  in  the  official  rei>ort  of  your  predecessor,  the  duly 
accredited  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Paraguay,  and  indorsed  by 
me  from  mj'  knowledge  of  the  man  and  his  official  character." 

I  then  placed  in  his  hands  for  pei'usal,  my  correspondence  with  Admi- 
ral Davis.  What  subsequently  passed  between  us  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  •  letter,  which  I  addressed  to  him  yesten^y ;  but 
which  was  not  sent  until  to-day. 

I  should  have  stated  sooner  that  when  the  Brazilian  Times  announced, 
on  the  8th,  that  the  United  States  squadron  was  under  orders  for  the 
river.  Admiral  Davis,  who  had  that  day  written  me  the  exceedingly 
offensive  note  which  called  forth  my  second  letter,  atldressed  the  editor 
of  that  paper  a«  follows: 

Flag-ship  Guerriere,  October  9, 186H. 
My  Dear  Sir:. I  am  very  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  two  papers  which  you  ven 
kindly  sent  mo,  and  I  shall  have  the  pleaaure  of  saying  this  in  i)er8on  on  my  return 
from  retropolis. 

I  see  in  tuese  papers  that  you  take  an  interest  in  the  movements  of  my  squadron,  but 
that  the  source  of  your  information  is  incorrect.    Not  only  is  the  squadron  not  under 
onlers  for  the  La  Plata,  but  no  single  vessel  of  the  squadron  is  under  sailing  orders  at  ' 
this  moment  for  any  place. 
Very  truly  yours, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Rear-Aimiral. 
William  Sculley, 

Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  Anglo-Brazilian  Times. 

I  learn  that  the  English  have  two  gunboats  up  the  Paraguay,  and  they 
are  hourly  expecting  a  third  to  arrive,  which  will  be  immediately  sent  up 
to  join  the  Linnet  and  Beacon.  France,  Italy,  and  Portugal  have  one 
each.  Lopez  refused  to  give  up  his  English  prisoners  to  the  English 
secretary  of  legation,  Mr.  Gould,  who  was  on  board  the  Linnet^  and  that 
gentleman  immediately  left  to  report  to  his  minister  at  Buenos  Ayre*. 
Lopez  then. sent  word  to  the  French  gunboat  Decide,  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  release  the  Englishmen. 

Mr.  Washburn  writes  me  under  date  of  the  14th  October,  confirming 
the  previous  rei>ort  that  Lopez  had  shot  both  his  hrotliers  and  his  sister, 
the  widow  of  General  Barrios,  who  committed  suicide  some  months  ago 
to  escape  torture.  And  Mr.  Matthew,  the  English  envoy  at  this  court. 
t — 

*  For  this  letter  see  inclosnre  A  to  dispatch  from  United  States  minister  to  Panigu»y. 
No.  7,  October  27,  1868.  ^ 
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writes  me  as  follows.    Although  his  note  is  marked  "private,"  I  have 
his  |)ermissioii  to  send  it  to  you : 

Private.]  October  15, 1868. 

My  Dear  Gexerai.:  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  what  steps  you  are  taking  in  conse- 
qaeuce  of  the  treatment  of  your  legation  in  Paraguay  ?  If  the  last  letter  published  as 
from  )fr.  Bliss  was  genuine,  its  tone,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  confirms  the  beliei  that  it  was 
written  under  torture. 

Romors  of  all  kinds  are,  of  course,  rife,  and  I  frankly  confess  that  I  expected  ere  this 
to  have  heard  of  some  decided  course  of  acti'on,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the 
prestige  of  the  United  States  in  this  land  affect-ed  by  any  unsuitable  delay  or  hesita- 
tion in  a  case,  that  seems  worse  than  ours  in  Abyssinia. 

Indee<l,  I  almost  question  whether  all  nations  should  not  unite  in  bringing  this  mon- 
ster to  his  senses.  The  latest  accounts  I  see  assert  that  Lopez  had  orc&red  his  9i»ter 
ami  liis  brothers  to  execution. 

With  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Webb,  believe  me,  my  dear  general,  most  truly  vours, 

G.  BUCKLEY  MAtTHEW. 

His  Excellency  General  Webb,  ^-c,  ^-c,  fc. 

My  only  reply  wa«  a  statement  of  the  fact  that  Rear- Admiral  Davis 

ignored  my  right  to  have  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  while  his  admiral, 

Eam.say,  promptly  responded  to  his  calls,  and  sent  every  vessel  he  had 

up  the  Paraguay,  and  will  send  up  the  gunboat  to  arrive. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSOlJf  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Bear-Admiral  Davis  to  Mr,  Webb, 

United  States  Flaq-ship  Guerrikre,  (Ist  rate), 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  8,  18C8. 
Sir:  I  owe  you,  perhaps,  an  apology  for  not  having  acknowledged  sooner  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which  you  give  me  the  unsolicited  benefit  of 
\oiir  opinion  on  the  subject  of  my  official  duties. 

Since  your  opinion  is  formed  without  a  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
1  aae,  I  may  not,  possibly,  attach  so  much  value  to  it  as  you  seem  to  expect. 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  t)AVI8, 
Rear-Admiral  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 
His  ExceUency  J.  Watson  Webb, 

United  States  Minister  Plenipot^mtiary  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  Court  of  Brazil. 


Mr,  Webb  to  Bear-Admiral  Davis, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Boa  Fiagem,  October  9,  1868. 

Sir:  On  returning  from  the  United  States  consulate  to  the  ferry,  yesterday  afternoon, 
when  passing  a  Portuguese  comer  grocery,  known  as  *^  Portuguese  Joe's/'  the  proprietor 
stoppwi  my  carriage  and  j)laced  in  my  hands  your  official  letter  dated  yesterday,  Octo- 
^)er  d,  in  answer  to  my  official  letter  of  the  6th,  delivered  on  board  the  Guerrlere  on  the 
^me  day,  by  my  secretary  in  person.    Your  letter  is  as  follows: 

"Sir:  I  owe  you,  perhaps,  an  apology  for  not  having  acknowledged  sooner  the 
reception  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which  you  give  me  the  unsolicited  benefit 
of  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  m^  official  duties. 

"  Since  your  opinion  is  formed  without  a  knowledge  of  aU  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  I  may  not,  possibly,  attach  as  much  value  to  it  as  you  seem  to  expect." 

There  is  no  mistaking  the  purport  of  this  language ;  although  it  does  appear  incredi- 
ble to  me  that  it  shoula  hav«»been  penned  by  you. 

20  D  c — ^vol.  n 
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The  first  paragraph  of  your  resijonse  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  is,  as  subfieqaeiit  reflec- 
tion must  have  satisfied  you,  eciually  inaccurate  and  unjust.  To  deiuonstrate  this  dec- 
laration, I  am  eomi»eIled  to  go  back  to  the  origin  of  a  difierence  of  opinion  which  the 
tenor  of  your  note  aims  to  convert  into  a  personally  ofiensive  correspondence. 

Iuime<iiately  on  receiving  and  reading  Mr.  Washburn's  letter,  which  I  did  at  the 
consulate  on  the  5th,  I  handed  it  to  Fleet  Surgeon  Duvall  to  read  and  deliver  to  you ; 
and  while  he  was  reading  it,  I  addressed  to  you  the  following  hasty  note  and  handed 
it  to  the  doctor,  which  you  subsequently  returned  to  me : 

"  Consulate,  llf 
"  My  Dear  Admiral  :  I  inclose  for  your  perusal  a  letter  from  Washburn.  I  think 
we  should  talk  over  this  matter  and  see  if  anything  can  be  done  to  relieve  the  two 
members  of  the  United  States  legation,  so  outrageously  seized  by  Lopez.  It  is  one  of 
the  caises  in  which  to  do  nothing  is  to  do  wrong :  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  mere 
fact  of  sending  up  a  force  to  look  after  our  people  would  at  least  avert  much  reproach 
that  will  otherwise  fall  upon  us. 

"  Your  friend, 

"J.  WATSON  WEBB." 

On  my  arrival  on  board  yon  promptly  indicated  your  unwillingness  to  act  in  the 
afi'air,  and  put  to  me  the  question,  "  What  would  yon  have  me  do  f '  I  certainly  did 
not  consider  that  you  thereby  intended  to  ask  my  advice  iu  the  premises,  because  yon 
took  prompt  measures  to  intimate  that  my  advice  was  not  desirable.  But  I  understood 
then,  as  I  do  now,  that,  I  having  invited  a  friendly  consultation  on  the  subject,  you 
were  really  desirous  of  knowing  what  it  was  I  would  have  you  do.  To  that  question  I 
replied  at  length  in  my  letter  of  the  6th,  and  in  that  reply  as  I  did  not  only  stat-ed  my 
wishes  as  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  Stat«s 
accredited  to  Brazil,  but,  as  it  was  my  imperative  duty  to  do,  I  gave  you  my  reasons 
for  desiring  prompt  and  energetic  action  on  your  part  in  vindication  of  the  honor  of 
our  country,  as  well  as  to  aflford  protection  to  our  much-abused  citizens. 

To  what  you  allude  as  "  official  duties''  I  am  quite  unable  to  determine.  Most 
assuredly  I  have  not  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
your  squadron,  and  I  do  Hot  pretend  even  to  have  any  knowledge  of  its  internal  con- 
dition. I  have  contented  myself  with  the  discharge  of  my  duty  m  pointing  out  to  you 
what  in  my  judgment  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  country  demand,  and  wherein  oor 
people  requii-e  that  protection  which  it  is  made  the  duty  of  our  navy  to  afford ;  and  to 
secure  which  is  the  sole  object  of  your  presence  here,  at  the  cost  of  many  millions 
annually  to  the  public  treasury.  In  doing  this  I  have  not  ^one  beyond  the  strict  line 
of  my  duty,  as  better  information  in  regard  to  what  a  minister's  duty  is,  in  an  emer- 
gency like  the  present,  cannot  fail  to  convince  you.  But  I  mi^ht  have  gone  still  fhrther 
than'  I  did,  and  not  only  have  pointed  out  your  duty  and  advised  you  what  to  do,  but 
finding  you  tardy  in  recognizing  your  duty  iu  the  premises,  and  ignoring  the  testimony 
of  Unit^  States  officials  and  adopting  the  charges  and  rumors  of  the  Brazilian  press 
and  of  Americans  in  Brazilian  employ,  I  might  with  ^eat  propriety  have  formally 
remon8trat4.»d  against  your  supineness  and  your  rejection  of  official  testimony,  while 
you  indorsed  the  slanders  put  forth  against  Mr.  Washburn  by  those  whose  interest  Hit* 
to  traduce  him. 

Wlien  I  addressed  you  my  letter  of  the  6th,  I  regretted  the  necessity  of  so  doing, 
and  dreade<l  an  official  coUisiou  between  friends.  Your  letter  of  yesterday  haa  com- 
pletely era<licated  all  those  regrets.  Its  deliberate  ignoring  of  a  minister's  having 
any  oninion  whatever  in  regard  to  matters  relative  to  which  he  should  be  far  better 
posted  than  under  any  circumstances  you  can  be,  and  your  arrogantly  assuming  to 
yourself,  and  consequently  to  the  junior  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  an  ^)solute  superiority 
over  the  envoys  extraordinary  of  our  country^  be  they  who  they  may,  brings  at  once  to 
an  amicabl<t  issue  a  question  which  it  is  the  mterest  of  our  country  should  be  settled 
by  legislation,  and  not  be  left  longer  to  the  whims  and  caprices  of  officers  of  the  navv, 
to  the  very  serious  ipjury  and  possible  dishonor  and  discredit  of  our  country.  Accord- 
ing to  your  theory,  it  is  positive  offense  against  your  dignity,  meriting  rebuke  such 
as  is  conveyed  to  me  in  your  note  of  yesterday,  for  the  envoy  extraordinarv  and  min- 
ister plenijwtentiary  from  the  United  States  to  Brazil  to  entertain  any  opinion  what- 
ever upon  a  great  outrage  such  as  has  been  perpetrated  by  Paraguay  against  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  he  should  happen  to  entertain  such  an  opinion 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  considers  a  duty,  should  venture  to  express  it,  no 
matter  how  courteously,  and  point  out  what  in  his  judgment  should  be  done,  he  is 
guilty  of  A  crime  for  wnich  any  ensign  in  the  navy  who  happens  to  be  in  command  of 
a  gunboat  may  rebuke  and  insult  him ! 

Permit  me  to  illustrate  my  meaning.  For  more  than  three  years  past  we  have  had 
on  this  coast  a  South  Atlantic  squadron,  consisting  of  g^m  six  to  eight  steamers  in 
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naniber,  and  siwtained  certainly  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $5,000^000 ;  and  yet,  during 
that  period  the  only  national  services  required  of  it  have  been  the  firing  of  a  salute  to 
the  Brazilian  flag  in  Bahia  as  an  amende  honordbUy  promised  by  rae,  the  United  States 
envoy  extraordinary,  in  conseqnence  of  our  having  violated  Brazilian  neutrality  in  cut- 
tin;;  ont  aod  capturing  in  Brazilian  waters  the  pirate  Florida.  That  salute  should  have 
Wii  fired  by  the  flagship,  because,  when  a  great  nation  resolves  to  make  an  amende 
konorttbhy  seif-resxiect  demands  that  such  amende  shall  be  made  in  a  magnanimous  and 
manly  manner.  But  your  predecessor,  having  denounced  any  such  concession  to  the 
wounded  honor  of  Brazil,  and  actuated  by  anything  but  a  commendable  feeling  towards 
the  civil  service  of  our  country,  and  incapable  of  appreciating  the  chivalry  of  the  act, 
^ent  one  of  the  smallest  gunlK>ats  in  our  navy  to  perform  this  dutv,  while  he  in  the  flag- 
ship remained  in  this  harbor;  and  when  the  dut^  had  been  discharged  in  a  manner  so 
dihrepntable  to  us  and  so  offensive  to  Brazil,  he  immediatly  sailed  for  Bahia  to  demon- 
strate, as  it  were,  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  the  matter  had  been  disposed  of. 
One  high  in  authority  here  very  justly  remarked:  "It  was  an  act  of  grace  pcrfonned 
mo!it  nngraciously ;''  and  it  became  my  duty  to  explain  that  no  slight  was  intended  b}^ 
oar  government,  and  that  it  was  our  misfortune  to  have  had  in  command  a  naval  offi- 
cer who  could  not  understand,  much  less  appreciate,  the  delicate  duty  with  the  per- 
formance of  which  he  was  intrusted,  and  who  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  his  own 
coimtry  and  not  Brazil  that  was  slighted  by  his  proceeding. 

The  salute  referred  to  w^as  fired  by  the  Nipsic,  commanded  at  that  time  by  one  of  the 
Junior  lieutenant  commanders  in  service. 

The  next  national  service  rendered  by  the  squadron  was  by  the  gunboat  Shamokin, 
which  was  permitted  to  take  Mr.  Washburn,  our  minister  to  Paraguay,  through  the 
enemj-'s  lines,  because  I  gave  notice  to  this  government  that  if  they  refused  such  per- 
mi$«ion  I  should  demand  my  passport. 

And  the  third  occasion  upon  which  our  squadron  has  rendered  a  national  service  was 
when  you  sent  the  Wasp  to  Asuncion  for  Mr.  Washburn,  and  after  a  cfetentiou  of  seven 
weeks  at  the  allied  headquarters,  permission  to  pass  was  peremptorily  refused  by  the 
^laniuis  de  Caxias.  You,  at  my  reouest,  reported  the  facts  to  me,  and  I,  conttiiry  to 
your  judgment,  insisted  upon  our  right  to  send  her  to  Asuncion,  and  demanded  that  all 
hinderance  to  her  passing  up  should  cease.  Twice,  in  formal  note«  from  the  Foreign  Office, 
was  the  demand  rejected,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  approved.  I  then 
again,  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  cautious  friends,  aasumed  the  responsibility  of 
ii^orming  this  government  that  on  a  certain  day  either  my  passports  or  an  order  for 
the  Wa«p*B  going  up  to  Asuncion  must  be  sent  me. 

Thereupon  all  opposition  to  the  Wasp's  passing  the  blockading  lines  of  the  allies  was 
withdrawn.  I  communicated  the  facts  to  you,  and  requested  that  the  same  vessel, 
commande<l  by  the  same  intelligent  gentleman,  might  be  sent  up  to  Paraguay.  You 
pnimptly  complied  with  my  request,  and,  thank  God,  she  not  only  arrived  safely  at  her 
destination,  but  most  providentially  just  in  time  to  save  the  lives  of  our  minister  and 
family. 

Now  you  imow  that  the  Nipsic  could  have  rendered  all  the  national  services  per- 
formed for  our  squadron  by  the  Shamokin  and  Wasp ;  and  at  the  same  time  have  made 
an  annual  visit  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  the  Nix>sic,  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant  commander,  had  been  the  only  United  States  vessel  of  war  on 
the  station,  and  that  upon  receiving  Mr.  Washburn's  report  of  the  gross  outrage  per- 
petrated in  Paraguay  against  the  honor  of  our  count r>^  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
our  people,  I  had  addressed  him  the  identical  letter  I  addressed  to  you  j  are  you  pre- 
pared to  say  that  such  lieutenant  In  command  would  have  been  justified  m  sending  me 
in  response  such  an  exceedingly  offensive  note  as  that  to  which  I  am  replying?  You 
wiU  not  pretend  that  any  immunity  in  the  premises  attaches  to  you  which  would  not 
ei^nally  apply  to  him.  The  rights  and  inmiunties,  whatever  they  may  be,  attach  to  the 
position,  to  the  officer  in  conmiand,  and  have  no  relation  to  his  rank. 

1  now  pass  to  the  second  paragraph  of  your  note,  in  which  you  say : 

**  Since  your  opinion  is  formed  without  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
1  may  not,  possibly,  attach  so  much  value  to  it  as  you  seem  to  expect."     * 

This  is  a  most  extraordinary,  gratuitous,  and,  I  must  add,  a  most  reckless  assertion. 
And  UDon  what  is  it  based  f  If  upon  testimony  of  a  higher  character  thau  that  of 
onr  duly  accredited  nunister,  received  by  you  since  our  interview,  then,  most  assuredly 
it  was  your  duty  to  have  ajiprised  me  of  such  testimony  being  in  your  possession. 
But  sucn  a  supposition  is-  simply  impossible ;  because,  there  can  be  no  rebable  testi- 
mony—nay, there  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  any  testimony  whatever  in  the 
caee  which  can  for  one  moment  weigh  against  Mr.  Washburn's  history  of  what  has  oc- 
curred in  Paraguay,  as  reported  to  me  and  as  has  been  set  forth  by  mm  in  his  official 
letter  to  the  Bntisn  minister  accredited  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  Besides,  you  dis- 
tinctly informed  me  on  Monday,  that  although  youliad  received  Cammander-Kirkland's 
official  report  of  his  having  performed  the  duties  assigned  him,  he  had  made  no  report 
upon  the  events  whicH  had  transpired  in  Paraguay.    Of  course  not.    Commander  Kirk- 
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land  is  too  wise  to  pret<md  to  make  a  report  upon  events  of  which  he  necessarily  coold 
know  nothing  except  what  he  learned  from  Mr.  Washburn. 

It  follows^  then,  that  your  unwarranted  assumption  that  my  **  opinion  was  formed 
without  a  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case/'  has  no  other  fonndatioD 
whatever  than  the  abuse  heaped  upon  Mr.  Washburn  in  the  allied  press,  because  he 
has  told,  imprudently  perhaps,  disagreeable  truths  about  the  Marquis  de  Caidas,  and 
upon  the  slanderous  stories  concocted  by  the  allies,  and  retailed  and  circulated  by 
Americans  in  the  pay  of  Brazil,  who  consider  it  a  condition  of  their  employment  that 
they  shall  be  more  Brazilian  than  Brazilians  themselves.  And  u[>on  such  data  yon 
venture  to  set  aside  the  elaborate  and  carefully  prepared  testimony  of  the  American 
minister,  who  has  just  escaped  from  Paraguay  with  his  life  ;  and  as  an  aixilogy  for  so 
doing  affect  to  discover  in  his  own  report  of  events  the  evidence  of  a  man  writing 
under  such  excitement  (the  result  of  bodily  fear)  as  discredits  his  testimony.  This  is, 
indeed,  an  extraordinary  state  of  things ;  and  whatever  may  be  "  your  official  duties," 
and  however  disagreeable  it  may  be  to  receive  "  imsolicited"  opinions  in  regard  to  them, 
I  venture  the  assertion,  that  thus  to  repudiate  the  direct  testimony  of  a  dmy  accredited 
United  States  minister  ui>on  the  unfounded  slanders  of  his  enemies  cannot  and  does  not 
constitute  any  part  of  such  "  duties."  And  I  assert,  moreover,  that  your  repudiation 
of  Mr.  Washburn's  testimony,  officially  indorsed  by  me,  has  no  more  warrant  than  your 
uncalled  for  assum^ition  and  unqualified  declaration  that  my  "  opinion  is  formed  with- 
out a  knowledge  ol  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case." 

I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  tlie  question  of  the  relative  duties  and  respective 
rights  of  United  States  ministers  and  naval  officers  in  command,  which  for  some  pur- 
pose that  I  cannot  fathom  you  have  thought  proj^er  to  raise,  should,  and  I  trust  wiU, 
be  speedily  settled  by  Congress.  Whether  in  your  favor  or  mine,  does  not  matter.  We 
are  simply  the  iustruraeuts  whose  differences  in  a  far-off  land,  in  regard  to  M-hat  action 
is  demanded  by  our  naval  forces  on  this  station  in  vindication  of  the  nation's  honor, 
the  rights  of  its  officials,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  must  and  will  call  forth  con- 
gressional legislation  too  long  delayed.  To  secure  such  a  result  I  shall  cause  this  cor- 
respondence to  be  called  for  at  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and  to  convince  you  that, 
in  the  performance  of  my  whole  duty  in  this  emergency,  I  do  not  intend  to  permit  an 
official  difference  of  opinion  to  degenerate  into  a  personal  controversy,  I  inclose  here- 
with a  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  the  Department  of  State  written  yesterday,  when  jrou 
were  penning  your  extraordinary  note  to  me,  and  which  went  forward  by  the  steamer 
to  Southampton  this  morning.  Its  spirit  will  be  found  somewhat  different  from  that 
which  guided  your  pen,  and  invited  a  personal  controversy.  To  that  spirit  I  shall  ad- 
here ;  and  now  feel  it  my  duty  to  reiterate  my  requisition  ui>on  you,  promptly  and 
properly,  to  emjiloy  the  large  naval  force  under  your  command  in  the  vindication  of 
our  national  honor,  the  protection  of  the  dixdomatic  rights  of  our  country,  and  to 
attempt  at  least  to  save  the  lives  of  our  outraged  officials. 

You  may  not  know — and  probably,  if  you  did,  would  ignore  it  if  reported  to  you  by 
any  one  in  the  civil  service  of  our  country,  but  it  is  nevertheless  my  duty  to  inform 
you — that  among  the  diplomatic  representiitives  of  foreign  governments  at  this  court, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  what  is  exi>ected 
from  our  minister  and  naval  force  on  this  station.  They  do  not  know  that  yon  and  I 
are  at  variance  on  the  question  of  duty ;  and,  ^udgin^  me  by  the  past,  they  assume 
most  naturally  that  we  will  not  be  unmindful  ot  what  is  due  to  our  country,  and  in  her 
vindication,  to  the  civilized  world.  As  evidence  of  this  sentiment,  I  copy  m>m  a  note 
of  his  excellency  George  Buckley  Matthew,  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  Great  Britain  at  this  court,  his  opinion  upon  this  emergency,  and  which 
undoubtedly  is  the  opinion  of  all  his  colleagues.  You  will  perceive  by  its  date  that  it 
was  written  on  Tuesday,  although  it  only  reached  me  last  evening : 

"OCTOBKBa 

"  My  Dear  General:  Tis  not  pleasant  to  add  to  bad  news,  but  a  line  to  the  eleventh 
hour  tells  m#  that  your  unfortunate  countryman,  BltsSf  had  been  cruelly  torturrdj  and 
that  his  companion  was  said  to  have  been  shot. 

*'  If  U.  S.  (Uncle  Sam)  stands  that  he  can't  hold  up  his  head  again.        •        •        • 
**  Yours,  always." 

I  am  in  the  receipt,  too,  of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Washburn,  dated  the 39th  September, 
(doubtful  authority,  the  Brazilians,  native  and  adopted,  will  tell  yon,)  by  which  it  »p- 
l>ears  that,  in  ignorance  of  your  estimate  of  his  character  and  the  character  of  his  tes- 
timony, he  has  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  his  affairs.  He  says,  among 
other  tilings : 

**  Come  what  may,  I  fear  that  I  am  embarked  here  for  several  weeks.  The  reaction 
that  has  come  upon  Mrs.  Washburn  renders  it  out  of  the  question  that  she  should  ven- 
ture to  sea  at  present.  While  the  danger  lasted,  and  we  did  not  know  but  I  should  be 
arrested,  tortured  to  death  or  shot,  and  she  sent  on  foot  to  the  Cordilleras,  she  held  up 
bravely.    But  the  danger  is  past,  and  she  has  completely  broken  dowu.    Visions  of  tm- 
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prisonment,  fetters  and  stripes  for  your  humble  servant,  disturo  and  haunt  her,  and  her 
diietor  tells  me  to-day  she  must  keep  entirely  quiet,  and  not  go  out  for  weeks.  This  ex- 
riteinent  and  prolonged  strain  on  the  nerves  has  brought  on  *****  ;  so  that 
tlwre  is  no  remedy  but  to  wait  here  till  she  is  sufficiently  restored  to  start  for  home. 
What  she  most  needs  is  quiet,  together  with  sleep,  undisturbed  by  horrid  visions  of 
Lopez  and  torture." 

A  horrible  picture  this ;  but  horrible  as  it  is,  be  assured,  no  matter  what  others  will 
ti-ll  you  to  the  contrary,  and  no  matter  how  great  your  unfounded  prejudices  against 
Mr.  Washburn,  it  is  strictly  true.  Mr.  Washburn  isincapable  of  falsehood.  His  report 
of  events  in  Paraguay  is  as  worthy  of  credit  as  if  signed  by  you  or  by  me,  and  we  may 
judge  from  Mrs.  vVashbum's  present  state  what  she  and  her  husband  have  passed 
through. 

May  I  not  indulge  the  hope  that  this  picture  of  the  present  consequences  of  past 
events  may  induce  you  to  accept  the  truth  as  officially  presented  to  you  instead  of  your 
being  biased  in  your  judgment,  and  permitting  your  official  action  to  be  controlled 
by  the  representations  of  interested  individuals  f  General  Quitman,  a  norihem  man 
auci  classmate  of  mine,  brought  me  a  challenge  from  Brooks  after  his  brutal  assault 
upon  Sumner,  and  my  account  of  that  infamous  alfair ;  and  in  justification  of  his  bring- 
ing the  challenge  he  informed  me  that  no  northern  man  could  live  quietly  in  the  soutn 
nnless  he  proclaimed  himself  more  ultra  upon  the  question  of  slavery  than  the  slave- 
holders themselves.  May  not  this  be  the  condition  of  our  countrymen  in  the  employ 
of  Brazil  f  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  only  purpose  for  which  the  United  States  stpiadron 
ui  stationed  on  this  coast,  at  enormous  cost  to  our  treasury,  is  to  give  protection  to 
American  commerce  and  American  citizens,  and  to  defend  and  vindicate  the  national 
honor,  no  matter  by  whom  assailed.  This  cannot  be  accomplished  by  its  lying  idly  in 
the  harbor  of  Rio.  The  squadron  you  command  is  not  here  either  for  your  pleasure  or 
your  convenience ;  and  patriotism  requires  that  it  should  be  in  the  waters  of  the  La 
Plata.  And  therefore  it  becomes  my  imperative  duty,  earnestly  but  respectfully,  to 
urge  upon  you  an  immediate  departure  for  the  south. 

Saturday,  October  10. 

While  writing,  I  have  had  placed  in  my  hands  the  following  from  the  British  min- 
ister, written  yesterday.  I  have  not  seen  Governor  Matthew  wr  a  week,  but  I  know  he 
speaks  the  sentiments'of  the  entire  diplomatic  corps  as  well  as  the  wishes  of  every  dis- 
interested and  patriotic  American  in  tnis  region : 

"  October  9. 
'*  My  Dear  General  :  Is  your  fleet  going  down  to  the  river  and  up  f    I  hope  so.    I 
declare  to  you  I  think  we  should  have  a  general  raid  upon  that  wretcn,  who,  with  such 
a  foe  as  Caxias,  wiU  go  on  for  months. 
"  Yours,  always, 

"G.  BUCKLEY  MATTHEW." 

Does  it  not  occur  to  you,  admiral,  that  it  is  alfke  strange  and  unaccountable  that  you 
alone,  of  all  intelligent  men  in  Brazil,  and  without  the  sympathy  of  a  solitary  disin- 
terested countryman,  should  look  unconcernedly  upon  the  outrage  perpetrated  against 
our  national  honor,  and  should  persistently  refuse  to  employ  our  squadron  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  alone  it  was  intrusted  to  your  care  ?  Does  it  not  become  you  to  scran  close 
the  influences  which  guide  and  mislead  you,  ai^,  irrespective  of  self,  to  try^aud  dis- 
cover what  the  honor  of  our  country  requires  at  your  hands  f 

.Should  this  correspondence  be  continued,  I  request  that  you  will  send  your  official 
not€«  to  me  in  the  same  manner  that  you  have  heretofore  forwarded  your  private  cor- 
respondence, that  is,  by  a  boat  from  the  Guerriere  direct  to  the  legation.  Or  if  that 
hhoiUd  be  inconvenient,  please  send  your  letters  to  our  consulate,  which  is  in  close 
proximity  to  the  fleet  landing.  It  is  not  seemly  that  an  official  correspondence  between 
the  United  States  minister  and  the  naval  officer  in  command  of  a  station,  no  matter 
bow  halted  or  humble  his  rank,  should  be  left  at  a  comer  grocery,  to  be  forwarded 
when  the  proprietor  of  such  grocery  finds  it  convenient  to  send  lard  and  groceries  to 
the  minister's  kitchen.  One  proceedug  of  that  nature  is  quite  sufficient  to  indicate 
your  contempt  for  the  subject  discussed,  even  if  not  intended  to  be  personally  offensive 
to  your  minister. 

This  note,  like  my  previous  one,  will  be  delivered  to  you  in  person  on  board  the 
Guerriere,  by  my  secretary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Rear-Admiral  Chjoilrs  H.  Davis, 

Cknnmanding  South  Atlantic  S^adron, 
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Bear-Admiral  Davis  to  Mr,  Webb, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Guerriere, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  13, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  dated  the  9th  instant  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the 
10th  instant. 

Its  style  and  language,  and  the  character  of  its  imputations,  forhid  the  continuance^ 
on  my  part,  of  this  correspondence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadnm. 
His  Excellency  J.  Watsox  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  Boa  Viagem. 


Mr,  Webb  to  Bear-Admiral  Davis, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Boa  Viagem,  October  14, 1868 
Sir  :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  in  "vrhich  you  say : 

"  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  dated  the  9th  instant  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the 
10th  instant. 

'*  Its  style  and  language,  and  the  character  of  its  imputations,  forbid  the  continuance, 
on  my  part,  of  this  correspondence." 

I  imrae<liately  read  with  great  care  the  notes  which  have  passed  between  us,  with  an 
avowed  determination  that  if  I  discovered  in  aught  I  have  written  any  imputation 
whatever  upon  your  character  or  conduct,  promptly  to  withdraw  and  apologize  for  it 
The  result  of  such  careful  examination  of  our  correspondence  is  a  conviction  that  the 
only  imputations  contained  in  it  are  to  be  found  in  your  unwarranted  and  uncalled-for 
note  of  the  6th  instant.  A  statement  of  facts,  however  disagreeable,  cannot  be  consid- 
ered "  imputations." 

I  am  sorry  my  "  style"  does  not  please  you.    Looking  only  to  the  discharge  of  a  pub- 
lic duty,  I  did  not  consider  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  aim  at  any  peculiarity  of  "style" 
in  order  to  render  grave  official  truths  acce])table  t-o  a  fastidious  taste,  and  I  employed 
the  simple  language  of  earnest  conviction  as  eminently  suited  to  the  occasion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Rear-Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  VTehh. 

Ko.  238.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  17, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  ultimo,  without  number,  ha«  been 
received.  The  recent  events  in  Paraguay  to  which  it  refers  may  be 
regarded  as  painfully  important.  The  letter*  of  this  department  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  K^aA^,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  been  approved 
by  the  President,  and  may  be  accepted  as  our  present  impression  in 
regard  to  affairs  in  that  quarter.  Any  further  measures  which  may  be 
considered  or  adopted  will  depend  upon  future  developments. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
James  Watson  Webb,  Esq.,  cj&c,  d-c,  &c. 

*  For  this  inclosure  see  instructions  to  Mr.  Washburn,  No.  78,  November  17, 1868. 
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Mr.  Kilpatrick  to  Mr.  Seivard, 

No.  86.]  Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chili,  October  31, 1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  political  importance 
has  transpired  at  this  capital  since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  No.  82. 

It  is  universally  believed  in  Chili  that  Spain  has  no  intention  of  resum- 
mg  hostilities  in  the  Pacific,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  work  on  the 
fortifications  of  Valparaiso,  all  warlike  preparations  have  been  suspended. 
Public  attention  is  wholly  occupied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  na- 
tional Congress  respecting  domestic  afiairs,  and  with  the  progress  of  the 
revolution  in  Peru. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Ferrocarril,  newspaper  of  Santiago, 
coataining  the  reports  of  an  interesting  discussion  in  Congress,  relative 
to  the  negotiations  by  Chili  for  the  purchase  of  vessels  of  war  in  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATlilCK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washifigton,  D,  C. 


rTrftiialation.1 

Bepltf  of  Mr,  Errazuriz,  Minister  of  War,  to  Mr,  Alemparte,  Deputy  from  Chilian, 

Chambkr  of  Deputies, 

Chili,  October  24,  1867. 

In  this  war  with  Spain,  the  cabinet  is  accused  of  double  dealing  :  I  will  answer  for 
it.  They  say  we  have  deceived  the  country  and  our  allies,  by  pretending  zeal  and 
a<*tivitT  in  the  purchase  of  vessels  and  munitions  of  war,  while  we  refused  to  buy 
powerful  vessels  that  were  offered  to  us,  ordering  our  agents  privately  not  to  purchase, 
liut  rescind  his  contract**,  to  the  loss  of  vast  sums  of  money  to  the  cotiutry. 

This  is  confirmed,  they  say,  by  the  rescission  of  the  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Diinderberg  and  Idaho  from  the  United  States,  which  rescissions  were  ordere<l  bv  our 
uovemment  secretly.  To  confirm  and  strengthen  these  accusations,  there  is  published 
an  official  note  from  the  Peruvian  minister  to  his  government,  in  which  the  Chilian 
cabinet  lb  grossly  calumniated.  An  explanation  satisfied  both  governments,  and  the 
iHile  blame  was  attached  to  the  Peruvian  diplomat.    (Called  to  order.) 

I  will  not  detail  the  efforts  made  by  the  government  to  purchase  ships  when  the  war 
began ;  this  is  well  known.  You  all  remember  that  Mr.  Lastarria  declared  positively, 
in  a  speech  here,  not  long  ago,  that  the  government  had  made  every  effort  to  purchase 
vessels  for  our  defense.  We  did  get  two  vessels,  now  in  our  ports,  and  if  they  were 
not  a«  strong  as  we  wanted,  they  were  the  best  wo  could  get  for  our  money.  And  now 
the  government  is  blamed  for  buying  those  vessels !  If  we  had  purchased  the  famous 
Dunderberg,  these  cavilers  would  have  blamed  us  for  it,  as  they  do  now.  What  could 
we  have  done  with  the  enormous  vessel,  of  complicated  machinery,  estimated  at  three 
millions  of  dollars  f  Immense  sums  would  have  been  required  to  keep  it  in  order,  and 
then  we  would  have  had  to  build  a  special  dock  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

Kow  I  will  let  official  documents  speak  for  me.  The  eloquent  language  of  fact«  will 
be  sufficient  to  show  what  interest  the  government  took  in  preparing  for  the  crisis,  and 
how  anxious  its  agents  were  to  purchase  the  kind  of  vessels  required. 

On  the  Ist  of  May,  1866,  the  minister  of  marine  addressed  this  note  to  Mr.  Carvallo, 
our  minister  in  London : 

"  Sib  :  The  government  wishes  to  acquire  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  war 
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with  Si>ain  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  positive  information  that  there  are  two  light 
vessels  in  good  condition  for  sale  in  England,  the  N ,  and  another  of  equal  or  supe- 
rior power.  The  government  charges  you  to  buy  these  two  vessels,  as  well  as  the  iron- 
clad Denmark,  and  send  them  to  the  Pacific  immediately.        ^ 

"  You  know,  as  the  war  increases,  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  means  to  carry  it  on  will 
increase,  and  we  must,  if  possible,  have  forces  stronger  than  any  Spain  can  bring 
against  us. 

"  Convinced  of  this,  the  government  desires  you  to  secure  these  elements,  as  soon  as 
possible ;  for  without  them,  we  cannot  avenge  the  wrongs  that  Spain  has  already 
inflicted  upon  the  republic. 

"  The  government  confides  in  your  patriotism,  and  places  the  destiny  of  the  country 
in  your  hands.    Yon  are  restricted  to  no  limits  in  the  execution  of  this  charge. 

"  Though  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  suggest  to  you  the  best  way  to  effect  this,  yet  it 
may  be  well,  to  recommend  you  to  avoid  all  officers  of  the  navy,  and  others  known  to 
the  spies  of  our  enemies.  You  will  know  how  to  get  these  vessels  out ;  and  be  sure 
not  to  let  any  of  our  naval  officers  return  in  them,  even  as  passengers. 

"  Send  the  guns  for  our  sloops  in  the  vessels  mentioned,  or  in  any  vessels  that  will 
be  sure  to  land  them  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  republic.  Be  sure  the  guns  are  con- 
cealed in  a  dry  place,  where  rust  will  not  attack  them. 

"  I  repeat  that  the  government  must  have  the  three  vessels  mentioned,  or  our  honor 
will  go  unavenged.    Our  duty  demands  this,  and  the  world  expects  it  of  us. 
"  Yours,  &c., 

"  JOSfi  MANUEL  PINTO." 

On  the  9th  of  May,  the  order  was  repeated  in  these  terms : 

"  I  gave  you  positive  orders  by  the  last  steamer,  in  the  name  of  the  government,  to 

purchase  the  iron-clad  Denmark,  and  the  N ,  and  another  of  the  same  size,  for  sale 

in  England. 

"  I  now  repeat  the  order  to  buy  the  three  vessels,  as  they  are  needed  for  the  prompt 
termination  of  this  war.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  tell  you  that  the  country  aei>enas 
upon  yon  for  its  safety  ;  act  with  energy  and  judgment  and  you  will  gratify  the  coun- 
try and  the  government.  We  also  need  muskets  :  buy  those  you  mentioned  and  send 
them  to  any  port  in  Chili. 
*'  Yours  i&c 

'      ''  "  JOSfi  MANUEL  PINTO." 

Here  is  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  to  the  same  address: 

"A  screw  steamer  in  Glasgow, called  the N , built  for  a  privateer, has  been  offered 

to  the  government.    Instruct  Commander  Salcedo  to  examine  it,  before  Mr.  Edwards's 
agents  make  an  offer  for  it. 

^^  If  found  suitable,  tell  the  agents  to  buy  it  and  send  it  to  one  of  the  southern  ports 
in  the  republic. 

"  Your  duty,  then,  in  this  case,  is  to  have  the  vessel- examined  by  a  proper  person,  and 
then  inform  Edwards  of  the  decision  rendered  by  the  inspectors. 

"If  you  have  not  already  shipped  the  guns  for  the  sloops,  you  may  forward  them  in 
the  vessel  if  yon  think  it  safe  to  do  so. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"JOSfi  MANUEL  PINTO." 

Thanks  to  our  intelligent  agents,  the  vessels  we  had  contracted  for  began  to  arrive 
in  Chili  about  that  time,  and  the  government  soon  saw  that  they  were  not  large  enongh 
to  contend  with  the  Spanish  squadron,  though  they  might  prove  very  usefiilas  trans- 
ports and  dispatch-boats,  and  might  render  some  service  in  harassing  the  enemy. 
Needing  no  more  vessels  of  that  kind,  the  government  instructed  its  agents  not  to  get 
any  more  so  small,  but  to  purchase  some  strong  and  powerful  ones. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  government,  through  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  wrote 
thus  to  Mr.  Vicufla  Mackenna: 

"Santiago,  June  2, 1866. 
"I  must  inform  you  that  we  do  not  want  any  more  iron  steamers  like  the  Isabella, 
and  we  regret  the  contract  you  have  already  made.    I  send  you  these  instructions,  in 
case  you  have  not  left  the  country,  as  I  desired  you  to  do. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"ALVARO  COVARRUBUS. 
"  To  Mr.  Benjamin  V.  Mackenna, 

^^Confidential  Agent  of  the  Government  of  Chili 

"  in  the  United  States  of  Xorth  America." 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  Astaburuaga  was  addressed  as  follows : 

"Santiago,  Jiiimj 2, 1866. 
"What  our  navy  needs  is  light  vessels,  strongly  built,  with  good  guns,  as  I  have 
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oi^en  said  to  yon.  The  Isabella,  a  sidc^whe^l  iron  steainer,  will  not  suit  us.  You  will 
therefore  refrain  from  purchasing  any  more  iron  steamers,  not  even  pro]^)eUers,  that  are 
not  suitable  for  war  purposes. 

<  "ALVARO  C0VARRUBU8. 

*-Don  Francisco  S.  Aftaburuaga, 

''Chilian  Charg^  tP Affaires  in  the  United  States  of  Xorth  America," 

This  dispatch  was  sent  the  same  day  to  Mr.  Rodriguez: 

"Santiago,  June  2, 1866. 
"The  disappointment  in  not  getting  the  iron-clad  from  Denmark  is  anno>'ing.    We 
hope  you  will  use  all  your  skill  and  energy  in  removing  the  difficulties  in  the  way. 

•*I  renew  my  former  instructions  to  Mr.  Carvallo  about  the  steamers,  N.  and  N.,  and 
hope  you  will  use  your  best  endeavors  to  effect  their  purchase.    We  need  strong  vessels, 
and  must  spare  no  sacrifice  to  obtain  them. 
"Yours,  Ac, 

"ALVARO  COVARRUBIAS. 
"To  Mr.  A.  Rodriguez, 

"Secret  Agent  of  the  Chilian  Government  in  Great  Britain," 

The  next  is  a  communication  of  the  same  date,  addressed  to  Mr.  Carvallo: 

"Santiago,  June  2, 1866. 
••Your  dispatches 77  and  78,  dated  the  14tb  and  15th  of  April  last,  have  be«»n  received. 
I  regret  that  you  have  not  yet  purchased  the  Denmark  iron-clad.    The  chief,  if  not  the  * 
only  difficulty,  is  the  want  of  funds,  as  the  £450,000  loan  comes  in  too  late.    You 
applied  to  Baring  Brothers  to  remedy  this ;  it  is  a  great  pity  it  was  not  done  sooner. 
We  leave  the  selection  of  the  officer  wheals  to  command  tbe  vessel  to  you.    I  repeat  my 

iojitructions  for  tlie  purchase  of  the  steamers and ,  which  you  mentioned 

tt>the  minister  of  marine.    Hurry  in  this,  I  beg  you.    We  hope  tiie  Henrietta  will  arrive 
«ifely.    We  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrivalof  the  Peruvian  iron-clads  Huascar  and 
Independencia. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"ALVARO  COVARRUBIAS. 
*'To  Mr.  Maxuel  Oarvaixo, 

""  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Chili  in  Great  BHtain." 

Od  the  16th  of  June  this  letter  was  sent  to  the  same  minister : 

"Santiago,  June  16, 1866. 
"We  are  glad  to  hear,  from  vour  last,  that  you  will  succeed  in  purchasing  the  Den- 
mark.   The  purchase  money,  jS60,000,  was  furnished  by  the  Barings,  you  say. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"ALVARO  COVARRUBLIS. 
"To  Manuel  Carvaixo, 

''Minuter  Plenipotentiary  of  Chili  in  Great  BHtain." 

Here  is  a  similar  letter,  of  the  same  date,  to  Mr.  Rodriguez : 

"Santiago,  June  16, 1866. 
*' We  are  grieved  that  you  have  not  yet  secured  the  Denmark.    Perhaps  you  may  yet 
succeed,  by  adopting  the  plan  proposed  by  the  agent  employed  for  that  busmess.    Tnat 
u  what  Mr.  Carvallo  proposes. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"ALVARO  COVARRUBLiS. 
"To  Mr.  A.  RoDRiGUKZ, 

*' Secret  Agent  of  the  Government  of  Chili  in  Great  Bntain." 

The  minister  of  marine  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Astaburuaga: 
"Xo.  1409.]  Santiago,  July  2, 1866. 

** Although  you  have  succeeded  in  purchasing  the  magnificent  $850,000  vessel,  I  wish 
you  to  try  for  others  of  the  same  class,  either  of  iron  or  wood.  You  need  not  get  any 
pore  small  vessels,  we  have  enough;  but  we  need  strong  vessels,  ships  of  the  line  or 
iron-clads.  Choose  the  largest  kind,  and  try  to  purclmse  them,  no  matter  at  what  cost; 
I  do  not  limit  you  to  number  or  price.  The  republic  must  have  a  strong  naval  force  to 
ri^pel  the  enemy,  and  it  must  be  got  regardless  of  expense.  Similar  instructions  are  sent 
to  our  agents,  and  to  Mr.  • 
"Yoi       ' 


lours,  &c., 

"To  Mr.  Francisco  Solano  Astaburuaga, 

"Charge  ePAffaires  of  CMli  in  the  United  States," 


"JOSfi  MANUEL  PINTO. 
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Here  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rodriguez  from  the  same  source^  and  of  the  same  date: 

"Santiago,  July  2, 1866. 
"  The  ffovemment  has  determined  to  purchase  only  first-class  vessels.  You  will  there- 
fore confine  your  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  frigates  and  iron-clads.  Small  vessels 
will  lie  of  no  use  to  us.  I  must  also  inform  you  that  the  artillery  needed  for  oar  vessels 
and  fortifications  must  be  English,  and  of  &*st-class,  and  of  these  dimensions:  Fifteen 
of  150,  fifteen  of  100,  and  thirty  of  70.  I  send  the  order  for  the  purchase  of  tins  artil- 
lery to-day,  to  our  minister  in  England,  in  case  you  are  not  there. 

"The  government  implicitly  tnists  in  you  for  the  faithful  execution  of  this  order,  for 
the  fortunate  conclusion  of  this  war  will  depend  much  on  our  agents  in  Europe. 

"JOSfi  MANUEL  PIOTO. 
"Mr.  A.  Rodriguez, 

"  The  Confidential  Agent  of  Chili  in  England:^ 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  wrote  to  Mr.  Carvallo  as  follows : 

"  Santiago,  July  9, 1866. 
"The  government  has  bought  four  vessels  in  the  United  States,  two  of  which  onght 
to  be  here  now,  and  the  other  two  must  have  started  by  this  time.    As  we  have  enough 
small  vessels,  you  are  instructed  to  negotiate  only  for  the ,  if  you  have  not  con- 
tracted for  the  two  you  mentioned.    The  government  regrets  the  failure  of  the  Den- 
mark purchase,  but  hopes  you  will  succeed  in  getting  strong  vessels  suitable  for  war 
.  purposes.    We  wish  to  be  avenged  for  the  bombardment  of  Valparaiso.    Use  all  your 
efforts  to  procure  proper  vessels,  and  send  them  on  dirwtly.    Send  us  the  cannons  yon 
got  for  the  Valparaiso  forts,  and  all  others  you  may  get  for  the  other  forts  and  vessels. 
In  addition  to  those  ordered,  we  want  ten  Armstrong  or  Blakely  guns  for  ship  nse, 
which  you  will  send  without  delay.    All  the  artillery  you  get  must  load  by  the  muzzle. 
"  Yours,  &c., 

"JOSfi  M.  PINTO." 

On  the  same  day  this  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Rodriguez : 

"  Santiago,  JuXy  9, 1866. 
"  The  fact  that  only  small  vessels  have  been  purchased  up  to  this  time  compels  the 
government  to  instruct  you  to  get  large  ones.  Give  your  entire  attention  to  this  busi- 
neas.  I  know  you  will  have  much  trouble  in  securing  such  vessels,  as  they  are  scarce, 
but  the  government  trusts  in  your  ability  in  being  able  to  obtain  them.  We  want  to 
put  an  end  to  this  war,  in  which  our  honor  is  concerned.  I  must  also  inform  yon  that 
the  artillery  must  be  of  the  best  kind,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  send  it  out  as  soon  as  you 
possiblv  can. 

"Yours,  &c., 

"JOSfi  MAXUEL  PINTO. 
"Mr.  A.  Rodriguez, 

^^Confidential  Agent  of  Chili  in  England.** 

On  the  20th  June,  the  following  note  from  Mr.  Carvallo  was  received  by  the  minister 
of  marine: 

"Legation  of  Chili  in  Great  Britain, 

^^  London,  June  30, 1866. 
"Mr.  Minister:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  16th  May,  I  have  the  honor  to  say:  An  offer 
was  made  to  us  yesterday  of  a  new  Turkish  iron  frigate  of  four  thousand  tons,  armed 
with  fourteen  cannons  of  150  and  one  of  300,  because  the  Sultan  could  not  pay  for  it. 
The  cost  pric*,  £370,000,  with  interest,  is  all  that  is  asked  for  it.  At  last  dates  our 
balance  with  Barings  was  £182,196  17  06,  out  of  which  I  have  already  drawn  £16,000, 
and  will  soon  have  to  draw  £20,000  more,  besides  £11,000  yet  due  for  the  sloop  O'Hig- 
gins,  which  will  reduce  the  account  to  £141,000.  I  have  instnicted  Marino  Benavente 
to  offer  £300,000  for  the  sloop,  if  it  is  such  as  it  is  represented.  Needing  a  sum  to  ri| 
and  furnish  it,  we  depend  upon  the  £77,000  of  the  last  loan  for  the  first  payment,  and 
the  balance  in  Peruvian  bonds,  such  as  were  offered  for  the  Denmark. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"MANUEL  CARVALLO. 
"The  Minister  of  Marine." 
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Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Kilpatrick, 

No.  52.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  7, 1867. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  i^os.  84, 
85,  and  ^^  of  the  31st  of  October  last,  with  their  iuclosures.  In  the 
latter  you  report  that  it  is  universally  believed  in  Chili  that  Spain  has 
no  intention  of  resuming  hostilities  in  the  Paciflc.  It  is  ardently  hoped 
by  this  government  that  the  anticipation  may  piove  to  be  well  founded. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
JUDSON  KiLPATEiOK,  Esq.,  cfec.  cfec,  <fec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kilpatrick. 

Xo.  55.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  January  15, 1868. 

8iB :  On  the  11th  day  of  June  last  I  had  the  honor  to  make  known  to 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  Chili,  that  the  modifica- 
tions which  that  government  proposed  of  the  proposition  of  the  United 
States,  for  mediation  by  them  in  the  war  opened  between  Spain  and 
the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific,  would  be  communicated  to  the 
government  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  for  its  consideration,  and  that  what- 
ever reply  should  be  made  by  the  Spanish  government  would  be  with- 
out delay  announced  to  Chili  and  her  allies.  It  happened,  through  a 
deficiency  of  attention  in  this  department,  that  no  such  communication 
to  the  Spanish  government,  as  I  had  promised,  was  immediately  made, 
although  the  modifications  suggested  by  the  republics  of  the  Pacific 
were  informally  mentioned  to  the  minister  from  Spain  here,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  his  government. 

When  the  omission  had  been  discovered  I  presented  the  matter  to 
the  Spanish  government  in  due  form.  In  consequence  of  the  delay  that 
thus  occurred,  it  is  only  just  now  that  I  have  received  the  formal  reply 
of  the  Spauisli  government.  This  answer  is,  that  Spain  cannot  concur 
in  the  modifications  which  the  allied  republics  propose,  and  that  those 
modifications  are  regarded  as  antagonistical  to  the  project  which  ^as 
initiated  by  this  government  for  the  settlement  of  peace.  The  Spanish 
government,  however,  leaves  it  for  the  United  States  to  determine 
when  the  good  offices  which  they  have  been  conducting  between  the 
belligerents  shall  cease.  I  am  thus  rendered  able  to  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  allied  republics  the  question  whether  they  desire 
to  make  any  fiirther  communication  to  the  United  States  in  promoting 
a  eonciu*rence  of  views.  Should  those  republics  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  President,  on  receiving  information  to  that  effect,  will  announce 
to  the  several  belligerents  his  conviction  that  the  good  offices  of  the 
United  States,  by  way  of  mediation,  may  be  regarded  as  no  longer 
promising 'a  favorable  conclusion,  and  that  those  good  offices  may  on 
both  sides  be  regarded  as  coming  to  an  end. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

JuDSON  Kilpatrick,  Esq.,  dr.,  cfcc,  &c. 
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Mr.  Kilpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  99.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilij  February  1,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  unhappy  events  in  Peru? 
which  recently  culminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  gov- 
ernment, have  produced  a  profound  impression  in  ChOi,  and  threaten  to 
involve  the  States  of  this  coast  in  very  embarrassing  complications. 
You  are  aware  of  the  remarkable  decree  of  the  Peruvian  revolutionary 
chief,  Canseco,  dated  in  October  last,  in  which  all  acts  of  the  dictator- 
ship of  Colonel  Prado  are  declared  null  and  void.  That  decree  has  been 
reaflftrmed  by  the  revolutionists  since  their  seizure  of  the  government 
and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  is  now  the  law  of  Peru,  as  it  was  the 
comer-stone  of  the  insurrection.  Among  the  evils  already  suffered,  and 
rapidly  accumulating  from  such  a  complete  repudiation  of  Peru's  obli- 
gations to  governments  and  individuals,  are  the  violent  disruption  of  the 
alliance  with  Chili,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador;  and  the  disinclination  approx- 
imating to  a  refusal  of  the  new  government  to  settle  the  pecuniary 
claims  held  by  Chili  against  Peru,  and  whose  payment  was  being  urged 
previous  to  the  overthrow  of  President  Prado. 

*  Chili's  claims  amount  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  her 
expenditures  in  maintaining  the  Peruvian  squadron  during  the  Spanish 
difficulties,  and  her  interest  in  the  loan  recently  contracted  by  Peru  in 
the  United  States,  form  a  considerable  part.  These  items  are  in  the  cat- 
egory of  the  acts  of  the  dictatorship  repudiated  by  the  new  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  apprehended  that  the  other  claims  wDl  be  altogether 
repudiated,  but  there  is  little  hope  of  their  receiving  favorable  attention 
immediately,  as  the  bitterness  against  Chili,  which  Castilla  and  his  asso- 
ciate leaders  of  the  revolution  bore  with  them  from  their  late  exile  in 
this  country,  has  extended  to  all  classes  of  the  new  party;  and  the 
friendly  relations  of  Peru  with  Chili  are  regarded  by  the  revolutionists 
with  a  chilling  indifference  that  would  require  but  little  addition  to  pre- 
cipitate the  States  recently  in  alliance  into  hostilities.  So  alive  is  Chili 
to  the  possibilities  above  referred  to,  that  when  the  intelligence  was 
received  here  of  the  success  of  the  revolution,  this  government  seriously 
considered  the  propriety  of  detaining  the  Peruvian  iron-clad  frigate 
Independencia  and  monitor  Huascar,  then  in  the  bay  of  Valparaiso,  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  her  just  dues,  and  as  a  precautionary 
measure  in  view  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
meitt.  Wiser  counsels  prevailed,  however,  and  the  vessels  were  per- 
mitted to  depart  for  Callao. 

From  my  experience  and  observation  in  these  South  American  states 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  collision  between  Chili  and  Peru  is  not  very 
imminent,  although  the  aspect  of  the  political  horizon  is  ominous 
enough.  Intestine  disturbances  are  as  common  to  most  of  these  coun- 
tries as  are  the  periodical  outbreaks  on  our  western  frontier ;  but  while 
the  Spanish  Americans  are  ever  plunging  their  own  States  into  anarchy, 
they  are  slow  to  execute  hostile  threats  against  other  governments. 
The  total  absence  of  sympathy  between  Chili  and  Peru  at  present,  in 
ex)nnection  with  the  claims  above  mentioned,  may  eventually  bring  on 
hostilities,  but  some  time  must  elapse  before  such  an  unfortunate  event 
can  take  place.  In  the  mean  time  the  new  government  of  Peru  may 
correct  the  mistake  of  the  decree  of  repudiation,  and  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  harmonizing  the  discordant  elements  now  widely  separating 
the  two  countries. 

I  shall  carefully  observe  the  progress  of  the  new  relations  about  to  be 
assume,  and  shall  keep  you  fully  advised.    If  at  any  time  it  should 
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become  evident  that  the  good  offices  of  the  United  States  government 
might  be  quietly  interposed  between  these  States  for  the  prevention  of 
war,  I  shall  devote  myself  with  all  the  prudence  that  I  am  capable  of  to 
the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  an  end. 

Ex-President  Prado,  accomp^ed  by  Colonel  La  Torre,  chief  of  the 
"  Ck)lQmn  of  Honor,"  Colonel  Ugarteche,  father-in-law  of  the  ex-Presi- 
dent, and  Captain  Delboy,  commander  of  the  Peru\ian  war  steamer 
Meteoro,  arrived  in  Valparaiso  in  the  United  States  steamer  Nyack, 
commander  Pendergrast,  on  the  20th  ultimo.  The  Nyack  touched  at 
Caldera  in  her  voyage  from  Callao,  and  the  telegram  received  here  on 
the  18th,  announcing  the  approach  of  the  deposed  President,  created 
much  excitement,  particularly  in  Valparaiso.  The  ex-President  was 
received  with  acclamations  of  welcome  by  an  immense  concourse  in 
Valparaiso,  and  has  been  the  object  of  the  most  courteous  attentions 
since  his  arrival.  He  proposes  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  here; 
but  this  will  probably  be  for  a  short  time,  as  a  revulsion  is  certain  to 
take  place  in  Peru  within  a  year  or  eighteen  months,  and  Colonel  Prado 
will  undoubtedly  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  movement. 

Should  the  present  unfriendly  feeling  between  Chili  and  the  revolu- 
tionary government  continue.  Colonel  Prado  would,  I  am  assured, 
receive  material  aid  from  this  government  as  well  as  from  the  Chilian 
people  at  large,  for  regaining  his  position  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Peru. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  within  two  years  the  ex-President  will  be  re-estab- 
lished, and  by  his  late  experience  enabled  to  avert,  during  his  legitimate 
term  of  office,  the  calamities  which  his  recent  mild  administration  suf- 
fered to  accumulate  ujwn  himself  and  the  country.  As  an  e^idence  of 
his  innocence  of  corruption,  a  quality  so  rare  in  Peru\ian  officials,  he 
arrives  here  quite  poor,  and  is  compelled  to  receive  from  Chili  the  pay 
of  a  general  of  her  army,  which  rank  was  conferred  upon  him  by  this 
government  soon  after  the  battle  of  the  2d  of  May,  1866,  at  Callao. 

The  relations  of  Chili  with  Spain  remain  unchanged.  The  events  in 
Peru  have  entirely  overshadowed  the  Spanish- American  question  for  the 
present,  and  it  is  difficult  to  forsee  what  new  phase  the  subject  may  now 
assame. 

Domestic  a£fairs  in  Chili  are  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  country  is  pros- 
pering in  the  most  encouraging  manner. 

The  President  of  Chili  being  about  to  absent  himself  from  Santiago 
for  a  month,  by  a  visit  to  the  Araucanian  Territory  in  the  south  of  the 
repubhc,  and  as  all  the  ministers  are  preparing  to  spend  the  hot  season, 
now  just  commencing,  at  the  watering  places  and  other  fashion&ble 
resorts,  I  avail  myself  of  the  interim  to  visit  the  Andes.  I  propose 
^)ending  about  two  weeks  along  the  Cordillera,  and  on  my  return  will 
endeavor  to  make  to  the  department  an  interesting  report  of  my  obser- 
vations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  KilpatricJc  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko,  102.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilij  March  16,  1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  »nce  my  dispatch  No.  99,  dated 
VMmuiry  Ist,  rdative  to  the  relations  between  Chili  and  Peru,  as  affected 
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by  the  success  of  the  revolution  in  the  latter  country,  nothing  of  politi- 
cal importance  has  transpired  here.  The  apprehensions  of  difiienlties 
between  this  government  and  Peru,  which  existed  at  that  time,  have 
been  materially  dissipated  by  the  manifestation  of  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  revolutionary  authorities  of  Peru  to  preserve  friendly  inter- 
course with  Chili,  and  to  maintain  the*  alliance  against  Spain,  but  the 
unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  Peru  continues  to  be  a  subject  of  much 
solicitude. 

The  minister  and  consuls  of  Peru  in  Chib"  have  tendered  their  resigna- 
tions, which  have  been  accepted,  and  Senor  Yenteno,  who  \isited  Chih 
in  the  capacity  of  a  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  new  authorities  of 
Peru,  to  arrange  the  accounts  of  the  allied  squadron,  having  returned 
unsuccessfully  to  Lima,  Peru  at  present  has  no  official  representative  in 
this  republic.  The  Chilian  minister  appointed  near  the  government  of 
Peru  during  the  presidency  of  Colonel  Prado  reached  Bis  post  after  the 
success  of  the  revolution,  and  has  presented  his  credentials  and  been 
received  by  the  present  chiefs  at  Lima;  but  this  government  preserves 
a  formal  attitude,  awaiting  the  re-establishment  of  legitimate  authority, 
and  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any  of  the  questions  between 
the  two  countries  until  order  is  restored  in  Peru. 

The  hoi>e  is  now  entertained  that  the  approaching  election  in  the  lat- 
ter republic  will  speedily  relieve  the  members  of  the  alliance  of  the 
embarrassments  which  Peru  has  brought  upon  them,  and  that  with  the 
re-establishment  of  government  and  diplomatic  relations  Chili  may  peace- 
ably adjust  with  her  neighbors  the  important  questions  had  under  con- 
sideration with  the  government  of  Colonel  Prado. 

The  domestic  politics  of  ChOi,  and  her  relations  with  Spain,  remain 
unchanged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Air.  Kilpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  103.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santi<igo  de  Chili,  March  20, 1868. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
Nos.  52,  53,  and  54,  dated  respectively  December  7  and  27, 1867,  and 
January  9, 1868. 

*  In  my  dispatch  Ko.  99,  dated  February  1, 1  informed  you  that  I  was 
about  to  make  a  short  trip  to  the  Andes,  and  that  on  my  return  I  would 
make  a  report  of  my  observations.  I  left  Santiago  on  the  third  of  that 
month,  and  was  absent  a  little  over  three  weeks,  in  which  time  I  crossed 
the  Cordilleras  and  visited  the  towns  of  San  Carlos,  Mendoza,  and  San 
Rafael,  in  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

With  baggage  and  provisions  packed  on  mules  I  reached  the  pass  of 
San  Jos^  in  one  day's  march  from  Santiago,  and  on  the  night  of  the  sec- 
ond day  bivouacked  far  up  in  the  Cordilleras  on  the  verge  of  vegetation. 
From  this  point  is  one  day's  hard  traveling  up  perfectly  barren  moun^ 
ains  to  a  small  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  first  principal  ridge.  Another 
day's  journey  along  this  valley,  a  great  portion  of  which  has  been  man> 
dated  by  some  terrific  volcanic  eruption,  leaving  great  heaps  of  sul- 
phuric rock^  lava,  and  ashes,  brought  us  to  the  Cumbreor  zigzag  paUi  by 
which  the  higher  chain  is  crossed.   The  ascent  here  was  extremely  difficult 
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the  rarified  atmosphere  affecting  man  and  beast  very  sensibly.  There 
was  considerable  snow  to  cross,  but  the  temperature  was  not  so  low  as  to 
necessitate  the  use  of  an  overcoat.  Crossing  the  heights,  the  path  de- 
scends into  a  wide,  desolate  valley,  many  thousand  feet  above  the  sea. 
A  day  was  occupied  in  crossing  this  waste,  and  another  day  in  passing 
over  the  great  Postillo  pass,  14,300  feet  high.  This  pass  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  of  the  Andes.  There  is  always  more  or  less  snow,  the  road 
consists  of  only  a  rocky  path  sufficiently  wide  for  one  to  pass  at  a  time, 
and  a  freezing  wind  blows  with  great  violence.  On  reaching  the  summit 
the  animals  manifested  much  uneasiness.  There  is  barely  standing  room 
for  two  or  three  persons  on  the  ridge,  from  which  a  misstep  would 
hurl  mule  and  rider  to  destruction;  and  we  found  it  necessary  to  lie 
do^ra  to  avoid  being  swept  off  by  the  wind.  The  view  was  inde- 
scribably grand.  The  volcanoes  of  Aconcagua  and  Tupongati,  respect- 
ively 23,000  and^6,000  feet  high,  rear  their  snow-white  peaks  above  vast 
and  seemingly  boundless  chains  of  black  mountains  utterly  destitute  of 
vegetation  or  animal  life,  with  the  exception  of  the  condor,  that  solitary, 
on  some  lofty  rock,  watches  the  passing  traveler,  or  slowly  circles  about 
the  bristling  pinnacles.  A  day  was  occupied  in  descending  this  ridge 
to  the  pampas,  making  in  all  a  journey  of  seven  days,  although  by  forced 
marching  it  may  be  made  in  four. 

Being  unprovided  with  instruments  I  was  unable  to  make  any  scien- 
tific observations;  but  this  route  having  been  visited  by  explorers,  its 
phenomena  is  already  known  to  science. 

On  reaching  the  pampas,  which  stretch  in  a  sterile  waste  from  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Andes  many  hundred  miles  to  the  fertile  regions  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  I  stopped  at  one  of  the  haciendas  which,  like  small  vases, 
dot  the  sandy  plains,  and  spent  a  few  days  collecting  specimens  of  birds 
and  animals,  of  which  there  are  many  beautiful  and  rare  varieties.  After 
a  day's  visit  to  San  Carlos,  a  small  village  on  the  highway  to  the  south- 
ern frontier,  I  went  to  Mendoza,  making  a  trip  of  ninety  miles  in  a  coach 
in  ten  hours.  The  ruins  of  the  city,  destroyed  by  the  earthquake  in 
1862,  when  nine  thousand  lives  were  lost,  still  lie  as  they  fell,  with  many 
families  yet  buried  in  the  debris,  and  vines  and  weeds  growing  in  wild 
confusion  above  them.  Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  site  of  the  de- 
stroyed city  except  to  extricate  the  remains  of  a  few  persons  from  the 
ruins  and  reopen  some  of  the  principal  streets  leading  to  the  country. 
On  the  border  of  the  ruins  a  new  town  of  about  eight  thousand  inhabit- 
ants has  already  sprung  up.  The  buildings  are  good,  the  streets  wide, 
well  paved,  and  adorned  with  shade  trees,  and  the  place  promises  to 
become  an  important  city. 

As  I  was  traveling  simply  for  relaxation,  I  declined  the  honors  which 
the  civil  and  military  authorities  offered,  and  at  the  expiration  of  two 
days  left  for  San  Rafael,  the  military  outpost  on  the  southern  frontier 
between  civilization  and  the  hostile  Indians.  Here  I  remained  a  day, 
which  was  celebrated  by  the  officers  and  citizens  by  a  gi^and  ostrich 
hunt,  in  which  thirty  ostriches  and  a  number  of  curious  animals  were 
taken;  and  escorted  by  a  troop  of  cavalry,  furnished  by  the  military 
commander,  I  set  out  across  the  pampas,  fifty  leagues  to  the  Planchon 
pass  in  the  south,  en  route  for  Chili  These  plains  are  infested  with 
hostile  Indians,  but  none  molested  the  party,  and  after  several  days' 
rough  traveling  over  the  Andes,  and  hunting  guanacos,  a  species  of 
deer,  I  reached  Curico,  the  terminus  of  the  southern  railroad  from  San- 
tiago. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  other  side  of  the  Andes  are  brave,  intelligent, 
and  prosperous,  and  are  deeply  interested  in  the  affairs  or  the  United 
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States.  On  every  hand  I  was  warmly  welcomed  as  the  representative  of 
a  i)eople  whose  history  forms  an  example  to  all  republics,  and  I  am  sure 
that  there  is  no  heartier  admiration  manifested  for  our  government  by 
any  class  than  that  evinced  by  the  communities  among  which  I  visited 
in  the  heart  of  South  America. 

The  customs  of  that  sexition  differ  very  little  from  those  of  ChiU  and 
Peru.  Traffic  in  cattle  and  horses  is  the  principal  businessL  in  which 
vast  fortunes  might  be  suddenly  made  were  it  not  for  the  losses  sus- 
tained from  the  predatory  revolutionary  parties  and  the  levies  of  the 
government.  Immense  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  are  annually  driven 
over  the  Andes  to  Chili,  and  when  the  military  road  now  in  process  of 
construction  by  Chili  is  completed,  trade  between  the  two  countries  will 
become  very  important. 

The  subject  of  constructing  a  railroad  by  way  of  the  Planchon  pass 
has  long  been  under  consideration,  and  surveys  have  bfen  made  demon- 
strating the  practicability  of  the  undertaking.  Were  this  to  be  accomp- 
lished, and  the  vast  plains  on  the  other  side  to  be  redeemed  by  irriga- 
tion by  a  large  canal,  as  is  also  contemplated,  an  area  of  many  thousand 
square  miles  now  uninhabitable  would  become  a  garden  in  fertility,  and 
afford  to  the  enterprising  a  field  of  wealth  surpassing  any  region  of  the 
world.  The  Cordilleras  abound  in  mineral  riches,  the  plains  are  as  fer- 
tile as  the  prairies  of  the  west  5  the  climate  is  genial  and  of  a  regular 
temperature,  and  health  and  prosperity  are  sure  to  attend  all  who  engage 
in  the  development  of  these  regions. 

From  Curico  I  came  to  Santiago  by  rail,  through  a  beautiful  country 
full  of  valuable  haciendas.  I  cannot,  in  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  dis- 
patch, give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  countless  objects  of  interest  pre- 
sented in  a  trip  of  this  kind,  a  journey  of  over  twelve  hundred  miles,  one 
thousand  of  which  were  made  in  the  saddle.  It  will  remain  for  the  in- 
telligent traveler,  whose  leisure  may  enable  him  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject, to  elaborate  a  description  of  the  wonderful  phenomena  of  the  An- 
des and  the  beauty  and  undeveloped  wealth  of  these  regions.  I  regard 
my  experience  on  the  journey  as  belonging  to  the  most  valuable  of  my 
life,  and  I  shall  ever  be  zealous  to  aid  any  undertaking  that  has  for  its 
object  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  of  these  countries,  and  the  opening  of 
their  treasures  to  the  world. 

Although  my  visit  to  the  Argentine  Confederation  was  unauthorized 
and  unofficial,  yet,  in  view  of  the  friendly  relationship  between  that  gov- 
ernment and  the  United  States,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  oar 
minister  at  Buenos  Ayres  be  requested  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
the  courtesy  extended  to  a  representative  of  the  United  States  by 
Colonel  Segovia,  commanding  first  regiment  cavalry  of  the  line,  at  San 
Eafael,  who  furnished  me  with  an  escort  for  several  days  during  my 
journey  on  the  borders  of  the  Indian  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Kilpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  104.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilij  March  26, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  55,  dated  June  15,  informing  me  of  the  reply  of  the  Spamsh  govern- 
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ment  to  the  modifications  proposed  by  the  allied  republics  of  Chili, 
Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador,  to  the  bases  of  arrangement  suggested  l^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the  difficul- 
ties between  these  republics  and  Spain,  and  asking  if  the  republic  of 
Chili  had  anything  further  to  communicate  towards  promoting  a  con* 
cnrrence  of  views. 

The  substance  of  your  dispatch  was  communicated  to  the  government 
of  Chili,  which  replies  (in  a  communication,  a  popy  and  translation  of 
which,  marked  A  and  B,  I  inclose)  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  Chili 
to  consider  alone  this  question  and  to  give  a  definite  answer,  but  that 
the  sabject  will  be  immediately  laid  before  the  members  of  the  alliance, 
and  as  soon  as  their  unanimous  decision  can  be  made,  the  result  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honpr  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK. 

Hon.  WiLLLOi  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingUmj  D.  C. 


SetUn-  FanteeUla  to  Mr,  Kilpatrick, 

[Truulation.] 

Santiago,  March  34, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receiye  the  note  of  the  18th  instant  which  your  excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  address  me.  informing  me  of  the  answer  given  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  that  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  modifications  proposed 
by  the  allied  republics  to  the  bases  of  the  arrangement  presented  by  the  government 
of  your  exceUency. 

In  tins  connection  your  excellency  inquires  if  my  government  desires  to  comnmni- 
cste  anything  more  to  that  of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject,  to  the  end  of  promot- 
ing a  concurrence  of  views,  and  announce  that  in  case  of  a  negative  the  government  of 
^voor  excellency  wiU  consider  as  terminated  the  good  offices  which  it  has  been  employ- 
ing to  attain  peace  by  way  of  mediation. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  note  referred  to,  I  should  advise  you  that  Chili, 
being  bound  to  the  other  republics  by  means  of  a  compact  of  aUiance,  it  would  be 
imptMsible  for  my  government  to  deliberate  b^  itself  alone  upon  a  matter  of  so  muoh 
gravity,  aod  to  give  to  your  exceUency  a  definite  answer. 

For  the  present,  it  will  doubtless  comply  with  the  duty  incumbent  upon  it^  to  trans- 
mit, as  in  brief  it  proceeds  to  do,  your  excellency's  noto  to  the  consideration  of  the 
allies,  and  to  promote  among  all  the  confederated  republics  a  concurrence  ufion  the 
point  which  your  exceUency  submits  to  its  consideration  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  common 
views  of  aU  of  them  may  be  known,  I  shaU  make  it  my  duty  to  satisfy  the  inquir^*^ 
which  your  excellency  addresses  to  me. 

in  the  meantime  it  gratifies  me  to  manifest  to  your  exceUency  the  gratitude  of  my 
goremment  for  the  constant  efforts  of  the  United  States  to  attain  oy  means  of  its 
Mendly  offices  the  re-estabUshment  of  peace. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
the  dijitinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  oxceUency's 
attentive  and  faithful  servant, 

F.  VARGA  FONTECILLA. 

The  Envoy  Extraordinaby  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  North  Ameriea. 


Mr,  Seward  to  JU^.  Kilpatrick. 

Depabtment  op  State^ 

WaMngUmj  March  21,,  1868. 
Sm:  The  technical  cpntinnance  of  the  state  of  war  between  Spain  4>n 
the  one  part,  and  Pern,  -Chili,  Ecuador,  and  Bolivia  on  the  other,  occa* 
sioDS  inconveniences  to  all  neatral  states,  and  especially  tp  this  country, 
21 D  c— VOL.  u 
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which  it  is  desirable  should  be  terminated  by  a  formal  armistioe. 
You  will  consequently  suggest  in  the  proper  quarter  that  a  measure  of 
this  character  should  be  adopted  by  the  goveniment  to  which  you  are 
accredited.  If  your  suggestion  should  be  favorably  received,  you  may 
foUow  it  by  another  to  the  effect  that  all  the  parties  to  the  war  ref^red 
to  should  appoint  plenipotentiaries  to  meet  here  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing about  a  definitive  peace.  If  the  advice  of  this  government  should 
be  asked,  there  shall  be  no  want  of  proper  and  impartial  effort  on  its  part 
to  see  that  the  claims  of  all  shall  receive  due  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
JUDSON  KiLPATRICK,  Esq.,  &C.J  &C.J  &e. 

Same  to  United  States  minister  to  Spain. 
Same  to  United  States  minister  to  Peru. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kilpatrick. 

[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  April  30, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  104, 

inclosing  a  copy  of  the  note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Chili, 

dated  on  the  24th  March  last,  with  reference  to  mediation  in  the  Spimish- 

American  question.    His  reply  will  be  communicated  to  the  Spanish 

^government. 

•  ••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
rJvDSOV  Kilpatrick,  Esq.,  cCc.,  d^c,  dtc. 


Mr.  Kilpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  120.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilij  June  30,  1868. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  veport  that  I  have  had  two  interviews  wit^ 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations.  Mr.  Fontecilla,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
position fOT  peace,  which  I  had  tne  honor  to  receive  from  you  some  time 
since.  In  my  first  interview,  which  took  place  a  few  days  after  the  recep- 
iaon  of  your  communication,  I  learned  that  Chili  was  most  anxious  to 
make  peace  by  means  o^  an  armistice,  but  that  the  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  was  a  mutual  agreement  to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  the  aUies,  and 
although  the  insults  and  injuries  inflicted  by  Spain  were  not  so  fresh  as 
in  months  past,  still  there  was  an  evident  desire  to  secure  peace  on  such 
^conditions  as  would  allow  the  allies  to  resume  hostilities  whenever  it 
would  be  profitable  for  them  to  do  so. 

The  interview  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  I  could  have  wished,  yet  it 
opened  the  way  for  your  proposition,  which  I  forwarded  on  the  9tii 
instant  The  rainister  of  state  gives  in  his  reply  the  substance  of  Ws 
ideas  expressed  to  me  in  our  conversation.    General  Hovey,  our  minister 
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near  the  gOTemment  of  Fern,  being  at  my  legation,  I  thought  it  well  to 
have  sai  interview  with  the  minister  and  0«Miral  Hovey  on  the  snbject. 
I  accordingly  invited  him  to  the  legation.  He  came  on  the  2l8t  instant^ 
and  freely  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject.  He  stated  that  Chili 
fnlly  recognized  the  importance  of  peace,  and  earnestly  desired  that 
some  means  might  be  adopted  to  secure  that  end ;  but  tiiat  there  were 
many  influences  in  Chili  controlling  the  question  that  only  those  most 
intimately  connected  with  the  government  could  fully  understand,  and 
that  these  influences  would  prevent  for  the  present  a  definite  and  abso- 
lute peace.  I  requested  him  to  please  to  give  us  some  idea  what  those 
influences  were,  and  to  explain  what  kind  of  peace  Chili  desired  and 
woold  accept.  He  replied  that  he  had  no  objection  to  do  so ;  that  he 
considered  both  of  us  and  our  government  to  be  the  true  friends  of  Chili 
and  her  allies.  The  influences  he  stated  were  the  natural  results  of 
Spain's  cruel  and  unprovoked  insults ;  that  his  people  had  not  forgotten 
them,  and  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  they  might  secure  a  just 
satis&ction ;  that  his  government  now  encountered  a  strong  opposition 
which  would  not  fail  to  hold  it  accountable  if  it  should  celebrate  an  abso- 
lute peace  that  would  forever  close  the  door  against  Chili's  just  revenge; 
that  whatever  course  his  government  might  take,  strong  opposition  would 
be  encountered ;  yet  they  were  willing  to  accept  an  indefinite  armistice 
which  would  effectually  settle  the  question,  give  security  to  trade,  and 
satisfaction  to  the  neutrals,  and  yet  allow  either  of  the  belligerents  to 
resume  hostilities  after  timely  notice.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  that 
either  party  would  again  resume  the  offensive  t  He  answered,  no^  that 
Spain  could  not,  and  that  Chili  would  not,  and  yet  they  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  to  that  eflect.  An  armistice,  he  said,  would 
close  the  war,  and  at  the  same  time  take  from  the  opponents  of  his  gov- 
eniment  the  same  power  to  injure  that  a  definite  peace  would  give  them. 
This  was  the  substance  of  our  conversation,  and  most  fully  explains  the 
reply  of  Mr.  Fontecilla  to  my  note  of  the  9th  of  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skwabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


SefUfr  FonUdXta  to  Mr,  KiXpatHck, 

[Tnnslatioii.] 

Santiago,  June  16, 1868. 
Sni:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  your  excellency  of  the  9th  instant 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  manifest  to  me  respecting  the  conversation  I  had  the  honor 
to  have  with  yon  that  yon  understood  that  Chili  wonld  consent  to  terminate  the  war 
with  Spain  hv  means  of  an  armistice  without  conditions  or  explanations  save  tliat  it 
fthould  he  indefinite  in  its  duration.  With  this  understan(^ng  yon  are  plea«sd  to  reocmi- 
mend  in  the  name  of  your  government  that  aU  the  powers  that  are  parties  in  the  war 
should  meet  in  Washington  with  the  object  to  arrive  at  a  definite  peace,  in  which  case 
the  government  of  your  exceUency  would  employ  its  efibrts  to  see  tnat  the  claims  of  all 
should  receive  due  consideration.  In  reply  to  vonr  esteemed  note  I  desire  to  express  to 
you  by  means  of  this  the  thought  that  I  had  the  honor  to  give  von  verballv.  fx)r  some 
time  back  the  oi>inion  of  these  countries  has  been  vividly  manifest:  that  the  indecisive 
and  precarious  situation  of  the  war  should  be  terminated  in  a  manner  to  give  to  the 
work  of  peace  fraarantees  more  solid  than  the  simple  suspension  of  hostilities  oifers.  To 
satis^  this  legitimate  desire  my  government  will  not  be  backward  in  accepting  a  ti^ce 
definite  in  ita  character,  which,  while  preserving  to  the  belligerents  their  respective 
pietensioiui,  offers,  nevertheless,  to  the  neutrals  afi  the  guarantees  and  securities  which 
they  claim.    My  government  thinka  that,  for  the  present,  this  is  the  most  obvious  way 
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to  arrive  at  a  mutaal  agreement,  and  to  correspona  to  those  noble  efforts  made  to  secnre 
peace  by  several  governments  nieudly  to  us,  amone  which  principally  flgores  that  of 
your  excellency.  With  this  view  the  governments  allied  are  actually  engaged  to  pro- 
cure a  mutual  agreement,  taking  into  consideration  the  proposition  of  truce  made  by 
the  governments  of  Fnmce  and  England.  The  arbitration  suggested  by  your  excelleDcy 
for  uie  belligerents  to  send  plenipotentiaries  to  Washington  to  arrange  their  reciprocal 
pretensions,  and  celebrate  a  definite  peace,  would  not  do  more  than  retard  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  proposition  befQre  indicated.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  recent 
events,  and  the  irreconcilable  character  of  the  pretensions  of  the  belligerents,  make 
impossible,  at  present,  a  mutual  agreement  to  arrive  at  a  definite  peace.  In  anv  case 
my  government  desires,  as  in  all  honor  it  should,  to  thank  the  government  of  your 
excelleucy  for  its  constant  efforts  in  favor  of  peace,  and  to  assure  it  that  in  our  delib- 
erations with  our  allies  the  new  ofi'er  which  your  government  has  been  pleased  to 
present  through  the  respectable  organ  of  your  excellency  shall  be  presented  with  all 
attention. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity,  &c.,  your  attentive,  &c., 

F.  VARGAS  FONTECILLA. 
The  Envoy  Extriordinart  and  Kinisteb  Plbnipotenttary 

of  the  UnUed  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kilpatrick. 

No.  65.)  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  27, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  of  June,  No.  120,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  you  on  the 
16th  of  that  month  by  Mr.  Fontecilia,  concerning  the  proposal  of  tlie 
United  States  to  mediate  between  the  republics  of  the  Pacific  and  Spain. 
I  have  taken  care  to  communicate  the  substance  of  Mr.  Fontecilla's  note 
to  the  Spanish  government  for  its  consideration.  Should  any  reply  be 
received  from  that  government!  shall  hasten  to  transmit  it  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  government  of  Chili. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
JuDSON  Kjlpatrick,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  d-c,  i&c. 


Mr.  Clark  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  5.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Valparaiso,  November  3, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  his  excellency 
Antonio  Flores,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenii>otentiary  of. 
Ecuador  to  Peru  and  Chili,  called  at  this  legation  this  afternoon  to  con- 
fer with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  differences  existing  between  the  allied 
republics  of  South  America  and  Spain.  He  has  been  zealously  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  his  mission,  and  has  obtained  the  assent  of  all  the 
republics  unconditionaljjr  to  the  armistice  except  Chili,  and  he  assures 
me  that  Chili  is  ready  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vided that  government  celebrates  the  armistice  between  the  belligerents, 
and  much  better  if  it  wishes  to  give  its  guarantee  to  the  armistice  or 
truce.  This  England  and  France  have  already  proposed,  but  Chili  would 
much  prefer  the  mediation  of  the  United  States. 

It  should  be  a  condition  of  the  armistice  or  truce  that  if  there  is  no 
settlement  of  the  question  by  the  plenipotentiaries  who  should  meet  in 
Washington,  then  the  truce  shall  continue  until  one  of  the  parties  give 
notice  to  the  other,  one  or  two  years  before  the  expiration  of  it.    On  these 
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# 
terms  the  mediation  will  be  immediately  accepted  by  Chili,  as  it  has 
already  by  the  other  repablics — ^Ecuador,  through  Mr.  Flores,  being  the 
first  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Keyes,  the  Chilian  minister  of  foreign  relations,  who  has  made  this 
proposition  to  Mr.  Flores,  writes  to-day  in  the  above  terms  to  the  Chi- 
lian representative  in  Lima,  Peru. 

Mr.  Flores  has  obtained  fidl  success  in  one  of  the  principal  points  of 
his  mission — ^the  reopening  of  the  Pacific  to  the  Spanish  merchant  vessels. 
It  has  been  agreed  in  Santiago,  by  the  Chilian  government,  that  Chili 
shall  not  commit  hostilities  against  the  merchant  vessels  of  Spain  pro- 
vided with  Ecuadorian  passports.  The  said  vessels  shall  not  come  to 
Chilian  ports  except  in  distress  (arribada  forgosa.)  No  obstacle  shall  be 
put  to  the  trade  between  Ecuador  and  Spain. 
'  Hoping  an  early  replv,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  CLARK 
Hon.  WiLLLAJf  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  D.  C. 


CHILIAN  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sefior  FonteciUa. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  March  28, 1868. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  information  a  <lopy  of 
a  circular*  of  yesterday,  addressed  by  the  department  to  ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  governments  of  the  several  belligerents, 
suggesting  that  preliminary  to  a  definitive  peace  a  formal  armistice  be 
agrwd  to  by  Spain  on  the  one  side,  and  Peru,  Chili,  Ecuador,  and 
Bolivia  on  the  other. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Senor  Don  Mabuno  Sanchez  Fontegilla,  c£c.,  <&c.,  dkc. 


Senor  FonteciUa  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TranslatioD.] 

LegItion  of  Chili, 

Washington,  March  30, 1868. 

Sm :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  the  28th  instant,  and  the  a(\joined  circular  of  which  a 
copy  waa  sent  me. 

I  have  hastened  to  transmit  it  to  my  govemlhent,  which,  duly  thank- 
ing the  good  offices  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
take  it  into  consideration  without  loss  of  time. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  express  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  Uie  sentiments  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  SANCHEZ  FONTECILLA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  c&e.,  drc,  die. 

*  For  tbia  incloAiire  see  iii«iruction  to  the  United  States  minister  to  Chili  March  27, 
1866. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Seflor  Fontecilla. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtanj  April  27, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  for  yonr  information  a  copy  of  the  reply*  of  this  depart- 
ment to  a  note  of  Sefior  Don  Ignacio  Gomez,  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  republic  of  Nicaraj^ua,  upon  the  subject  of  the  good  offices  of  the 
State  of  Central  America  towards  putting  an  end  to  the  war  betwewi 
Spain  on  the  one  side,  and  Ecuador,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Chili  on  the  other. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  ofifer  to  you,  sir,  a  renewed  assorance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED: 
Seilor  Don  Mariano  Sanchez  Fontecilla,  d^c,  d^.,  i&c. 

*For  incloanre  aee  coirespondeiioe  with  the  legation  of  NicaragfUL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COSTA  RICA. 


Mr.  Morrell  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  9.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

San  JqsS^  Costa  Bicaj  May  8, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  and  translations  of 
the  oorresx>ondence  relative  to  the  visit  of  the  PruAsian  steam  sloop  of 
war  Augusta  to  the  bay  of  Limon,  and  its  object.  The  documents  con- 
sist of  the  letter  of  Captain  Kinderling  to  the  Prussian  consul  residing 
here,  with  translation,  marked  respectively  No.  1  and  No.  2;  the  letter 
of  the  consul  to  the  Costa  Bica  government,  with  translation,  marked 
respectively  No.  3  and  No.  4 ;  the  reply  of  Secretary  Volio,  with  transla- 
tion, marked  respectively  No.  5  and  No.  6;  and  my  letter  to  the  secretary, 
soliciting  the  copies,  with  translation  of  his  reply,  marked  No.  7.  These 
docaments  fully  explain  themselves. 

I  submit  this  correspondence  without  remark^  merely  observing  that 
the  refusal  to  accede  to  the  solicitation  so  flatteringly  presented  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  pointed  allusion  to  the  Monroe  doctrine,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  are  declared  to  be  "acknowledged  by  all  America,''  which 
is  sufficiently  significant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  MORRELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washinfftany  D.  C. 

P.  8. — ^I  deem  it  proper  to  advise  our  representatives  in  the  other 
Central  American  states  of  this  affair  by  this  mail,  and  by  the  next  will 
send  them  copies  of  the  correspondence. 
Respectfully, 

A.  M. 


Captain  Kinderling  to  Mr.  Lahmann, 

[Tnuislatioii.l 

San  Jos6y  ApHl  20, 1868. 

Hon  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  communication : 
Among  other  inntructions  given  me  by  his  Ma\{e8ty'B  admiralty,  all  of  which  contem- 
plate the  protection  of  North  German  commerce  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia's 
North  Grerman  subjects,  is  also  that  of  examining  the  port  of  Limon,  oh  the  coast  of  the 
republic  of  Costa  Rica,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  possesses  all  those  requisites 
that  his  Majesty's  government  may  deem  desirable  to  establish  there  a  depot  for  their 
West  India  naval  station.  This  has  been  the  motive  of  my  visit  to  Limon,  which  jiort  I 
Borveyed  minutely,  reconnoitering  likewise  its  environs :  nor  did  I  hesitate  to  ^o  up  to  the 
interior  and  across  the  whole  country,  so  as  to  obtain  all  necessary  information,  since  a 
port  is  useless  without  the  possibility  of  communicating  with  the  interior.  The  result 
of  my  investigation  is,  on  the  whole,  favorable  to  the  object  in  view.  It  is  true,  the  buy 
of  Limon  at  present  is  nothing  more  than  a  roadstead,  partially^  sheltered  by  a  point  of 
land,  a  coral  reef..and  a  smaU  island;  however,  its  condition  is  altogether  such  that, 
vith  a  comparatively  small  outlay  it  can  be  turned  into  a  good  i>ort,  far  better,  for 
instance,  than  Colon,  (Aspinwall,)  the  present  intermedium  of  tne  whole  transit  between 
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the  two  oceans.  Neither  is  there,  for  the  time  being,  a  road  between  Limon  and  the 
interior;  a  dense  forest,  lofty  mountains,  and  many  small  rivers,  still  divide  the  Atlantic 
coast  from  the  cultivated  part  of  the  country.  Still,  as  I  crossed  this  region,  I  became 
satisfied  that  it  is  an  easy  task  to  open  a  road  from  the  higher  table  lands  to  tke  ooast, 
inasmuch  as  the  greatest  difficulty,  the  crossing  the  mountains,  is  already  overoome. 
All  the  part  of  the  road  already  made  is  graded  nearly  on  an  equal  level,  winding 
gradually  down  the  slopes  of  the  hilU ;  almost  the  only  part  wanting  in  that  whi<£ 
crosses  the  forest,  where  the  only  labor  will  be  to  clear  away  the  wood  by  felling  uid 
burning  the  trees. 

Taking  all  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  I  cannot  but  recommend  to  his 
M^lesty's  government  the  bay  of  Limon  as  a  proper  place  for  erecting  a  depot. 

But  an  immediate  consequence  of  my  instructions  and  mission,  and  a  duty  to  be 
necessarily  derived  from  them,  is  that  of  securing,  if  possible,  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment the  means  of  subsequent  negotiation ;  for  otherwise,  my  reports,  however  favor- 
able, would  be  ilThsive  and  useless.  My  motive  for  expressing  this  opinion  is,  that  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  at  this  very  moment  an  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  to  ower 
parties  the  use  of  the  port  of  Limon,  under  one  pretense  or  another. 

Therefore  I  claim  your  good  offices,  as  the  lepresentative  of  Prussia,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent to  this  supreme  government  a  request  that  they  will  agree  to  considet  themselves 
as  bound,  with  re^rd  to  the  port  of  Limon,  for  a  term  of  six  months  from  the  1st  of 
June  next ;  in  this  sense^  that  they  will  consent  not  to  make  any  contract  with  any 
foreign  government  or  pnvate  company  before  the  'expiration  of  uie  term  I  have  spe- 
cified, namely,  before  the  1st  of  December  next. 

I  need  not  dweU  on  the  advantages  Costa  Rica  must  derive  from  a  more  intimate  con- 
nection with  Prussia,  these  being  perfectly  understood  by  this  supreme  government.  I 
shall,  also,  strictly  abstain  from  taking  any  political  view  of  the  question ;  for  a  formal 
treaty  can  only  be  agreed  to  with  some  diplomatic  representative  of  the  North  German 
Confederacy,  invested  with  full  powers  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  hardly  probable  that  any  formal  objection  will  be  raised  against  my  request, 
since  I  present  it  through  your  medium,  Mr.  Consul ;  and,  as  I  have  stated  before,  it 
must  be  considered  as  agreeing  with  my  instructions  and  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  same. 

I  would  respectfully  beg  ^ou  to  communicate  this  note  to  Don  Julian  Volio,  ministw 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  remain,  Mr.  Consul,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

KINDERLING, 
Ckiptain,  Commanding  his  Majealjfs  sloop  cf  war  AuguBta. 

J.  Fredr.  Lahmann,  Esq.,  ' 

His  Majesty  iht  King  of  Prussians  consul. 


Mr.  Lahmann  to  SeHar  VoUo. 
[Ti^tDBlatloii.] 

Consulate  of  his  Majesty  the  Ema  of  Prussia, 

San  Josi,  Costa  Bica,  Mag  1,  ISSa 

Honorable  Sir  :  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia's  steam  sloop  of  war  Augusta  cast 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Limon  on  the  10th  of  April  last.  Her  commander,  Captain  Kin- 
derling,  R  N.,  has  received  various  instructions  from  the  admiralty  of  the  North  Ger- 
man Confederacy,  and,  among  others,  that  of  visiting  the  coasts  oi  the  Carribean  Sea 
in  search  of  some  port  whose  situation  and  conditions  might  be  turned  to  account  as  a 
depot  and  station  for  the  North  (xennan  navy,  it  being  the  intention  of  his  government 
to  establish  several  naval  depots  and  stations  in  difl^rent  parts  of  the  world,  and  one 
of  these  in  the  sea  of  the  Antilles.  This  government  having  kindly  invited  Captain 
Kinderling,  he  is  now  in  this  capital,  as  you  are  aware.  He  has  founa  the  bay  ana  port 
of  Limon  very  well  adapted  to  the  object  in  view ;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the 
geographical  situation  of  C^osta  Rica,  the  peaceable  character  and  industry  of  her  inhab- 
itants, the  circumstance  of  a  road  having  been  planned  and  even  begun,  leading  from 
the  interior  to  said  bay,  and  finally,  the  prosperous  future  such  advantages  must  secnre 
to  the  country,  he  considers  himself  justified  in  recommending  to  his  government  the 
port  above  mentioned,  and  also  the  exjiediency  of  negotiating  with  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment of  Costa  Rica  for  a  grant  in  said  port. 

Captain  Kinderling  considers  that  all  his  surveys,  and  all  the  trouble  he  has  taken, 
would  be  thrown  away  did  he  not  succeed  in  obtaining  from  the  supreme  government 
of  Costa  Rica  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  bind  themselves  to  any  other  go venunenjL 
company,  or  private  party  for  the  use  of  said  port,  with  the  object  above  specified,  until 
his  report  reaches  Berlin,  where  his  government  wiU  weigh  and  consider  tne  reasons  he 
adduces,  and  wiU,  in  all  probability,  be  prompted  by  them  to  open  negotiations  with 
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Costa  Ric*  for  a  grant  of  said  port  for  the  purpose  of  establifihing  there  a  nayal  depot 
andstotioii. 

I  baye  the  honor  to  inclose  the  original  communication  directed  to  me  by  Captain 
Einderling,  who  commiasions  me  to  ask  your  kind  mediation  in  obtaining  from  the 
rapreme  government  of  Costa  Rica  a  term  of  six  months  from  the  1st  of  June  next,  to 
iBBure  sufficient  time  for  dispatching  and  receiving  a  reply  to  his  reports  to  his  govern- 
ment about  Port  Limon  and  Costa  Kica  generally ;  it  being  understood  that,  dnnng  the 
tenn  mentioned,  the  government  of  Costa  Rica  shall  bind  itself  not  to  enter  into  any 
engagement  respecting  Port  Limon,  as  far  as  concerns  the  use  it  is  intended  to  make  of 
it  M  s  depot  and  station  for  the  navy  of  the  North  German  Confederacy. 

I  hardly  need  expatiate  upon  the  advantages  Costa  Rica  would  derive  from  a  treaty 
sach  as  tne  one  in  view,  for  you,  Mr.  Minister,  are  better  able  than  myself  to  appreciate 
them  folly.  For  the  present  I  shall,  therefore,  remain  satisfied  with  requesting  your 
b««t  interest  in  obtaining  from  the  supreme  government  the  term  required,  and  improve 
thia  opportunity  to  sub^ribe  myself,  Mr.  Mmister,  your  humble  servitot, 

J.  FREDR.  LAHMANN,  Conmil. 

Hon.  Don  Juuan  Volio, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Ajfalra,  San  Jo94, 


8^ar  Volio  to  Mr,  Ldkmann, 
(Tnuislatioii.) 

National  Palace,  San  Joa^  May  6, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  giren  due  consideration  to  your  esteemed  dispatch  of  1st  instant,  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  communicate  tl^e  result  of  the  surveys  made  by  Captain  Kin- 
derling,  commanding  hisPmssian  Mi^esty's  sloop-of-war  Augusta,  in  the  bay  of  Limon, 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  this  republic,  in  order  to  ascertain  wnether  said  port  unites  all 
those  conditions  which  may  appear  desirable  to  his  Majesty's  government  for  establish- 
ing there  the  depot  of  their  West  India  naval  station.  You,  at  the  same  time,  express 
the  request  that  this  government  should  consent  to  enter  into  no  arrangements,  either 
with  any  foreigrn  government  or  any  private  company,  with  respect  to  the  bay  of  Limon, 
for  six  months  dated  from  1st  June,  1868,  in  order  to  insure  tune  sufficient  for  a  com- 
mimion  of  the  North  German  Confederacv,  invested  with  fiiU  powers  to  come  here  and 
negotiate  for  a  concession  in  said  port.  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic to  answer,  that,  although  Costa  Rica  would  most  assuredly  derive  great  material 
advantages  frtim  the  estabushment  of  a  naval  station  in  any  of  her  ports,  principallv 
on  her  north  coast,  still  her  traditional  policv,  agreeing  with  those  pnncinles  acknowl- 
edged by  all  Amcnca^  and,  above  all,  with  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  ner  situation, 
forbids  her  to  make  special  concessions  to  any  government  whatever,  however  great 
her  sympathy  for  the  same,  and  however  ooi^Tetely  secured  her  independence  and 
political  autonomy  may  be.  ^ 

In  our  present  condition  any  deviation  from  the  inflexible  rule  we  have  bound  our- 
selves to  follow,  namely,  to  grant  equally  to  all  nations  that  honor  us  with  their  friend- 
Bhip,  without  distinction  or  privilege  of  any  kind,  such  advantages  as  they  Justly 
demand,  both  for  their  commerce  and  countrymen,  would  create  complications  that  we 
most  avoid,  even  at  tlie  expense  of  delaying  that  progress  we  so  anxiously  covet. 

Such  being  the  case,  there  is  no  danger  of  this  government  granting  any  exclusive 
piivUege  to  any  other  government,  neither  during  the  six  months  you  demand,  nor 
within  a  longer  period,  whatever  the  advantages  tendered  in  return. 

But  as  the  spirit  of  private  enterprise  in  Prussia  might  need  for  its  development 
either  the  use  of  the  bay  of  Limon,  or  of  part  of  the  public  lands,  or  of  some  navigable 
river  in  this  country,  nothing  prevents  that,  during  the  tenn  of  six  months  asked  by  Cap- 
tain Kinderling,  some  private  company  should  be  formed,  with  the  object  of  improving  the 
port,  or  building  a  road  to  the  interior,  or  some  other  work  useful  to  this  republic,  with 
the  assurance  that,  if  the  conditions  set  forth  are  acceptable,  all  lawful  privileges 
lequired  shall  be  granted ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  this  government  shall  consider  itself 
bound  to  negotiate  with  no  other  company  during  said  term  of  six  montlis. 

Trusting  tnat  my  answer  will  prove  satisfactory  to  yoii,  1  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
oi,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VOLIO. 

J.  Fbedb.  Lahmank,  Esq.,  Frvssian  Consul,  San  Jo§6, 
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Mr.  MorreU  to  Selior  VoUo. 

*  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  JoB^  May  6^  1868. 
Sm:  I  would  reepectfally  solicit  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  ProssUn 
consul  and  thisgoyemment  lit  relation  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  naval  station 
by  the  North  German  Confederation  in  the  bay  of  Limon,  for  the  purpose  of  tranaiait- 
ting  the  same  to  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States, 
nease  accept,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOBRELL, 
AcUng  Consul  in  dkatrge  of  ike  Legation, 
Hon.  Julian  Volio, 

Secretary  of  State  for  Fordgn  Affaire^  San  Joei, 


SeHor  VoUo  to  Mr.  MorreU. 
[TrmnslatioiL] 

National  Palace,  San  JoeS,  Maiy  8, 1868. 

Sm :  In  reply  to  ^onr  esteemed  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  I  do  myself  tiie 
honor  to  inclose  copies  of  the  correspondence  exchanged  between  this  department  of 
state  and  the  Prussian  consuL  in  reference  to  a  speciu  concession  solicited  for  estab- 
lishing a  naval  station  in  the  oav  of  Limon. 

As  no  private  character  attaches  to  this  affiiir,  I  think  you  are  fk«e  to  make  of  tlus 
correspondence  such  use  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  tne  particular  regard  of  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VOUO. 

Arthur  Morrell,  Esq.,  United  Statee  Consulf  San  Joel 


Mr.  Morrell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No^  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Josi^  Costa  Rica,  May  8^  1868. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  brief  outline  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  Costa  Eica,  addressed  to  congress  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  session.  May  1st.  I  also  send  you  by  this  mail  a  printed  copy 
of  the  message  in  full. 

This  government,  in  view  of  the  urgent  necessity  for  adopting  some 
adequate  measures  for  diminishing  the  excessive  cost  of  transportation  of 
the  coffee  crop  to  a  port  of  shipment,  propose  to  open  a  new  port  at  a  place 
called  Tivives,  in  the  gulf  of  Nicoya,  situated  some  twenty  miles  less  dis- 
tant from  the  coffee-producing  districts  than  Punta  Arenas,  and  accessible 
by  a  much  easier  route,  to  which  a  road  can  be  made  that  will  avoid  all 
the  high  mountains  and  deep  ravines  now  traversed  with  great  difficulty, 
and  with  such  easy  gradients  as  to  admit  of  double  the  present  quantity 
being  hauled  by  a  given  number  of  cattle,  and  in  much  less  time,  pro- 
vided the  harbor,  after  a  careful  survey  by  competent  hydrographers, 
shall  prove  to  be  suitable. 

But,  owing  to  the  entire  absence  in  this  country  of  persons  citable  of 

making  the  necessary  surveys,  and  considering  the  little  reliance  to  be 

placed  on  the  reports  of  hired  engineers  from  abroad,  it  is  proposed  to 

solicit  the  execution  of  the  work  from  some  one  of  the  nations,  viz., 

^  the  United  States,  England,  and  France,  having  squadrons  in  the^acific ; 
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it  bdDg  presumed,  perhaps  with  reason,  that  it  would  be  an  employ- 
ment not  only  appropriate  but  likewise  agreeable  to  them. 

Much  interest  is  felt  in  this  subject,  not  only  by  the  government,  but 
by  the  leading  ^capitalists,  and  indeed  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
exiknls  and  imports  of  the  country,  which  includes  both  producers  and 
merchants;  and  I  am  aware  that  the  government  by  last  mail  instructed 
their  minister  at  Washington  to  suggest  the  matter  to  our  government, 
the  first  to  which  it  addresses  itself;  but,  failing  to  receive  there  the 
assistance  desired,  they  will  then  address  themselves  to  one  of  the 
other  nations  named. 

Such  being  the  case,  and  showing  as  it  does  that  this  government 
regards  ours  as  its  first  and  most  reliable  friend,  I  trust  it  will  be  found 
practicable  and  convenient  to  comply  with  the  desire  indicated,  and  to 
detail  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  purpose.  Independent  of  other  and 
weightier  considerations,  the  reception  which  would  be  given  to  the 
commander  of  such  a  vessel  here  could  not  fail  to  enhance  the  cordial 
relations  already  existing  between  this  country  and  our  own. 

As  you  are  already  aware,  this  administration  is  very  desirous  of  cele- 
brating a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States,  and  I  think  it  a 
matter  which  deserves  serious  consideration.  We  ought  to  supply  a 
greater  part  of  thewants  of  these  countries,  but  under  present  circum- 
stances our  manufacturers  cannot  compete  with  those  of  Europe.  Under 
a  reciprocity  treaty  with  this  country,  (and  the  other  Central  American 
states  would  soon  follow,)  not  only  an  extensive  market  would  be  opened 
for  our  manufactures,  but  a  great  amount  of  surplus  capital  would  find 
employment  here.  The  new  port  of  Limon  would  at  once  be  utilize<l ; 
a  road  from  there  to  the  interior  would  immediately  be  constructed ;  ade- 
quate inducements  would  offer  themselves  to  immigrants,  who  would  aug- 
ment the  number  of  consumers  of  and  traffickers  in  our  products.  In 
short,  these  countries  would  soon  be  "  Americanized." 

The  matter  has  been  several  times  mentioned  by  the  secretary,  whose 
ideas,  however,  I  have  not  considered  sufficiently  liberal  to  be  enter- 
tained ;  and  I  have  at  last  thrown  out  a  hint  that  a  treaty  on  the  follow- 
ing basis  might,  perhaps,  be  accepted  by  our  government,  viz:  All 
products  of  Costa  Rica  arriving  in  vessels  of  Costa  Rica  or  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  free  of  duty  in  the  United  States,  and  all  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  except  rum,  tobacco,  and  gunpow- 
der, (which  are  government  monopolies,)  arriving  in  vessels  of  either 
nation,  to  be  free  of  duty  in  Costa  Rica. 

I  would  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  our 
government  to  receive  a  proi)osal  from  this,  for  a  treaty  on  such  or  some 
similar  basis;  and  if  so,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  made  without  hesi- 
tation. 

It  is  true,  such  a  treaty  would  diminish  our  custom-house  receipts 
somewhat,  but  only  to  a  limited  extent,  and  means  could  easily  be  found 
to  make  up  the  deficiency;  and  even  if  they  could  not,  the  advantage 
gained  by  the  nation  from  such  an  extension  of  our  commerce  would 
more  than  balance  the  loss,  independent  of  the  imi)ortant  political  con- 
siderations involved.  The  time  would  soon  come  when  we  might  well 
say  "America  for  Americans." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.MORRBLL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtofij  2>.  C. 
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Britf  outUne  of  (he  message  of  the  President  of  Costa  Rica  to  Congress,  at  ike  opemng  qf  ike 

session,  Majf  1, 1868. 

Liberty  and  security  for  iiSdividnalS;  tranquillity,  peace,  and  prosperity  for  the  repub- 
lic, have  marked  the  second  as  they  did  the  first  year  of  this  administration ;  Qwta 
Rica  is  at  peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  globe.  A  minister  has  just  been  iMHTed 
from  Nicaragua,  whose  mission  is  to  celebrate  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce  and  hay- 
igation.  The  national  income  for  the  past  year  has  been  greater  thvn  ever  before. 
The  country  is  in  want  of  new  roads  and  new  ports,  needs  a  suitable  penitentiary,  col- 
leges, and  new  cuarteles  (barracks)  in  several  places,  some  of  which  are  already  in 
course  of  construction,  and  appropriations  are  made  for  others.  The  national  bink 
has  been  established  and  is  in  successful  operation.  The  railroad  contract  has  lapsed 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  on  the  part  or  the  company  to  comply  with  it«  obligations, 
but  there  are  hopes  of  a  new  contract  beins  celebrated  with  better  results.  Facilitie* 
for  the  more  economical  transportation  and  shipment  of  coffee  are  greatly  needed,  and 
a  road  to  the  river  San  Carlos  is  recommended,  as  also  a  road  to  the  port  about  to  be 
opened  on  the  Pacific,  Tlvives.  Recommends  that  the  export  duty  on  coffee  (now 
half  a  cent  per  pound)  be  reduced  one-half,  and  the  deficiency  made  up  by  slightlj 
augmenting  the  import  duties.  The  executive  haa  not  been  able  to  accomplish  any 
thmg  in  regard  to  public  instruction  for  want  of  the  requisite  authorlKation.  Beoom- 
mends  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  revise  the  code. 


Mr.  Morrell  to  Mr.  Seward.    * 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Josiy  Costa  Rica^  May  25, 1868. 

Sir  :  Eespectfully  referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  9,  dated  8th  instaut. 
accompanying  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Prussian  consul 
and  this  government  in  reference  to  a  proposed  naval  station  for  the 
North  German  Union  in  the  bay  of  Limon,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  Prussian  consu]  here,  I  believe,  will  strenuously  urge 
upon  his  government  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  formation  6i  such 
a  company  as  is  suggested  in  the  latter  portion  of  Mr.  Volio's  lett^.    • 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  this  country  if  such  a 
project  could  be  carried  out,  as  it  needs  settlers  above  all  else  for  the 
development  of  its  many  resources :  and  it  need  be  no  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction to  the  United  States,  for  the  clause  in  Mr.  Volio's  letter,  "  if 
the  conditions  set  forth  are  acceptable,"  covers  a  wide  ground ;  and  such 
a  company,  unless  its  members  should  become  naturalized  citizens  of 
this  couutry,*would  be  on  no  other  footing  than  all  other  foreigners. 
Should  they  become  naturalized,  so  much  the  better  on -all  accounts. 

I  remarked  in  the  dispatch  aoove  referred  to  that  I  would  "  advise 
our  representatives  in  the  other  Central  American  States  of  this  affair, 
and  send  them  copies  of  the  correspondence  by  the  next  mail."  On 
reflection  afterwards,  I  considered  that  there  was  no  great  necessity  for 
sending  copies,  especially  after  the  comprehensive  extracts  contained  in 
my  letters  to  them.  Still,  inasmuch  as  I  promised  the  copies  in  those 
letters,  I  resolved  to  send  them,  only,  however,  with  the  special  consent 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Volio,  as  I  had  asked  them  of  h^m  in  the  first  place 
with  a  view  to  their  transmission  to  the  Department  of  State.  He  not 
only  consented  readily,  but  seemed  pleased  to  have  them  sent. 

I  mention  this  circumstance  for  the  purpose  of  asking,  as  there  are 
sometimes  occasions  requiring  the  communication  from  one  legation  to 
another  of  advices,  document^  &c.,  though  rarely  so  in  time  of  peace, 
perhaps,  whether  I  have  erred  in  deeming  this  to  be  such  an  occarion. 
My  sole  motive  for  the  proceeding  was,  that  there  might  be  a  similar 
application  made  in  some  of  the  other  States,  either  on  the  Atlantic  or 
Pacific^  especially  on  the  latter,  as  Nicaragua,  Honduras^  and  Stlvador, 
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allliave  some  very  eligible  ports ;  and  in  sach  a  case  it  would  be  well  to 
have  the  decided  negative  answer  of  Costa  Rica  known. 

In  default  of  instructions  for  my  guidance  in  ^nducting  the  affairs  of 
the  legation,  I  am  obliged  to  rely  almost  exclusively  on  my  own  judg- 
meit ;  and  if  I  sometimes  err  I  hope  it  will  be  on  the  right  side.  My 
aim  is  to  make  all  my  intercourse,  written  or  otherwise,  characterized  by 
truth,  justice,  and  comity,  regulated  by  such  common  sense  as  I  happen 
to  possess,  wliich  last,  if  fortunately  combined  with  tact  and  judgment, 
may  for  most  practical  purposes  answer  in  place  of  the  wisdom  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  lack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your 
obedient  servant. 

A.  MOBBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Blair  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Jos6j  Costa  Rica^  October  10, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  2d 
day  of  last  month  (September)  I  left  my  place  of  residence  in  Parkers- 
burg,  West  Virginia,  for  my  post  of  duty.  It  being  necessary  that  I 
should  visit  the  city  of  Washington  before  leaving  the  country,  in  order 
to  receive  further  instructions,  I  did  so,  apd  then  proceeded  to  New 
York,  from  which  place,  I  embarked  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month  for 
Afipinwall,  on  board  of  the  steamer  Ocean  Queen,  arriving  at  Aspinwall 
on  the  24th.  I  continued  on  my  journey,  and  after  some  unavoidable 
delay  I  arrived  at  my  post  of  duty  on  the  2d  of  this  present  month, 
(October.) 

Soon  after  my  arrival  I  expressed  my  desire  to  the  secretary  of  foreign 
affairs  that  a  day  might  be  fixed,  in  order  that  I  might  present  to  the 
President  my  letter  of  credence.  Accordingly  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
President  to  fix  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  this  present  month  (October)  for 
that  purpose.  At  the  time  named  above  I  obtained  an  audience,  and 
was  received  by  the  President  with  great  cordiality.  On  handing  my 
letter  of  credence  to  the  President,  I  made  a  few  remarks — marked 
inclosure  No.  1.  A  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  President  mai-ked  inclosure 
No.  2. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  B.  BLAIE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtoriy  D.  C 


Mr.  PRE8n>E2«T:  It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
Appoint  me  minister  resident  to  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
place  in  yoor  possession  my  credentials  as  such. 

In  performing  this  agreeable  duty,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  aaaure  your  excellency  that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  of  the 
ViUiied  Smtes  that  the  Meudly  feeling  now  so  happily  subsisting  between  the  two  gov- 
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emments  shall  not  only  remain  nndistorbed,  but,  if  possible,  be  plaiced  on  a  more  pe^ 
manent  basis.  I  beg  to  assure  yoor  excellency  that  it  will  be  my  constant  aim,  as  it 
will  be  my  duty,  to  give  eflfect  to  the  desire  of  my  government  in  that  behalf^  aod 
thereby  contribute  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  two  conntiies. 


Mr.  Minister  :  I  feel  the  most  lively  satisfeu^tion  in  receiving  yon  in  the  character 
conferred  upon  you  by  the  credentials  you  (now)  deliver  into  my  hands.  I  congratOf 
late  myself  on  seeing  in  this  little  republic  another  worthy  representative  of  the  wiM, 
great,  and  mighty  power  that  made  way  for  the  independence  of  th%  other  states  ol 
this  continent.  I  am  aware  how  important  it  is  for  the  prosperity  and  aggrandizemeiit 
of  my  country  that  the  friendly  feeling  happily  existing  between  it  and  the  United 
States  of  America  should  be  not  onl>r  maintained,  but  consolidated  and  strengthened 
as  much  as  possible.  If  such  is  the  wish  of  the  noble  President  of  the  North  American 
Union,  for  my  part  I  long  for  it,  and  will  do  to  realize  it  all  that  lies  within  the 
bounds  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  the  constitution. 

I  am  highly  gratified,  Mr.  Minister,  by  your  assurance  that  yon  will  contribute  to  so 
commendable  an  object,  and  I  promise  you  beforehand  that  the  people  and  government 
of  Costa  Rica  will  be  grateful,  as  sincerely  as  I  bid  you  welcome,  and  express  my  best 
wishes  for  the  welfare  of  your  country  and  its  worthy  President. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Blair. 

No.  5.]  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  Novemb^  5,  1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  2,  of  the 
10th  ultimo. 

Your  proceedings  as  described  since  your  arrival  in  the  republic  are 
approved.  Your  cordial  reception  by  its  government,  and  ttie  very 
Mendly  remarks  made  on  that  occasion  by  the  President,  are  extremely 
gratifying. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Jacob  B.  Blaib,  Esq.,  i£c.,  £c.j  &c. 


Mr.  Blair  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

San  JosSj  Costa  Eica,  November  10, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  offered,  to  lay  before  the 
department  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  revolutions  which  has  recently 
taken  place  in  this  republic. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  here,  I  endeavored  to  obtain  accun^  and 
reliable  information  as  to  the  political  condition  of  this  republic,  particu- 
larly whether  there  were  any  wrongs  or  serious  grievances  complained 
of,  which  were  likely  or  might  lead  to  a  change  of  government  Of 
course  I  labored  under  great  disadvantages,  from  the  fact  that  I  was  an 
entire  stranger  to  every  one.  I  had  to  proceed  with  great  caution,  lest 
I  might  be  led  into  error  by  unreliable  information.  I,  however,  soon 
became  satisfied  that  there  was  a  jealousy  or  rivalry  existing  betwe^ 
two  leading  houses  or  families,  as  to  which  should  give  direction  to  pub- 
lic mattera,  or  govern  the  country. 

According  to  the  constitution  of  the  republic,  a  new  President  had  to 
be  elected  in  April  next.    One  of  the  parties  above  mentioned  tiiarged 
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the  adjng  PresideiLt  with  not  only  being  in  sympathy  with  the  candi- 
date of  the  other  party,  bat  that  he  was  using  his  official  position  t6 
secore  his  election;  still,  there  was  but  little  excitement  about  the  mat- 
ter, as  the  election  was  some  six  months  off.  I  was  convinced,  by  the 
molt  prominent  men  I  came  in  contact  with,  that  there  was  such  a  uni- 
veraal  desire  with  all  parties  to  observe  the  law  and  abide  by  the  con- 
stitution, that  nothing  of  a  serious  character  would  grow  out  of  it.  Such 
seemed  to  be  the  condition  of  things  up  to  the  1  st  instant. 

Od  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month  it  is  the  custom  for  all  the  militia 
of  this  province  to  assemble  here,  at  the  plaza,  to  drill  and  have  their 
fire-arms  examined.  Accordingly  on  the  1st  instant — ^being  Sunday — 
they  were  here  as  usual.  I,  in  company  with  the  vice-consul  of  the 
United  States  at  this  place,  walked  up  to  the  plaza,  where  they  were 
being  drilled.  They  were  formed  into  a  hollow  square,  and  then  reviewed 
by  President  Castro,  in  company  with  the  two  leading  generals  of  the 
army,  after  which  the  President  retired  to  his  mansion,  about  a  square 
distant  from  the  plaza. 

Immediately  after  the  President  left^  one  of  the  generals  above  men- 
tioned announced  to  the  militia  ^^  that  it  became  necessary,  for  the  good 
of  the  country,  that  the  President,  Dr.  Don  Jos6  Maria  Castro,  should  be 
removed  from  office,  and  that  Se£ior  lie.  Don  Jesus  Jimenez  should  be 
declared  President."  Orders  were  issued  at  once  to  take  possession  of 
the  qmrteUes  and  other  public  property  belonging  to  the  government, 
which  was  done  accordingly.  The  President  was  immediately  notified. 
by  two  officers  sent  for  that  purpose,  of  what  had  been  done,  coupled 
with  the  request  that  he  would  remain  at  home.  The  revolution  was 
then  at  an  end.  It  was  as  efifectual  as  it  was  sudden.  Not  a  shot  was 
fired  or  particle  of  resistance  offered.  People  went  to  church  as  if 
nothing  unusual  had  taken  place.  Notwithstanding  nearly  everybody 
seemed  surprised,  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  acquiesence  in  what 
was  done.  Since  then  all  the  provinces  have  acquiesced  in  the  action 
taken  at  the  capital,  and  the  people  are  pursuing,  as  usual,  their  daily 
avocations. 

1  inclose  herewith  the  Boletin  Oficial,  dated  the  3d  instant,  which  I 
have  marked  inclosure  No.  1,  in  which  you  will  find  the  address  of  the 
general  of  the  army,  his  excellency  the  President's  proclamation,  the 
addresses  of  the  army,  and  citizens  of  the  capital;  also  the  action  taken 
by  the  municipalities  of  San  Jos4  and  Cartage.  On  the  3d  instant,  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  ftx)m  his  excellency  A.  Esquivel,  the  secretary 
of  state,  a  note,  informing  me  officially  of  what  had  taken  place,  and 
expressing  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  President  that  the  friendly 
relations  existing  between  the  government  of  Costa  Eica  and  the  United 
States  should  remain  uninterrupted.  I  have  had  the  same  translated, 
and  inclose  a  copy,  marked  inclosure  No.  2. 

On  the  following  day  I  had  the  honor  to  address  a  reply  to  the  note  of 
the  honorable  secretary,  a  copy  of  which  is  marked  inclosure  No.  3.  I 
felt  that  I  could  not  in  my  reply  do  less  than  express  my  regret,  at  least, 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  late  President  was  removed  from  office.  But 
inasmuch  as  the  new  government  seemed  to  be  almost  universally  acqui- 
esced in  by  the  people,  I  did  not  feel  that  I  would  be  justified  in  refus- 
ing to  recognize  it  officially. 

I  am  assured  by  those  who  profess  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  ex- 
isting administration,  that  the  President  will,  in  a  day  or  two,  issue  a 
proclamation,  directing  that  delegates  be  elected  to  convene  at  an  early 
day,  to  form  a  new  constitution,  and  that  when  made,  it  will  be  more 
liberal  and  republican  in  its  provisions  than  the  last  one. 
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In  looking  over  the  whole  ground^  from  my  standpoint,  I  have  be^ 
led  to  the  following  conclusions : 

First  That  the  destinies  of  the  republic  of  Costa  Rica  are  principallj 
in  the  hands  of  the  two  leading  generals  of  the  army ;  that  they  have 
the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  and  the  militia  of  the  republic,  and  that 
the  latter  will  follow  the  former  wheresoever  they  may  choose  to  lead 
them.  Second.  That  like  the  two  leading  families  I  have  men^ned, 
there  is  a  jealousy — and  a  growing  one — ^between  these  two  generals; 
that  so  soon  as  either  one  or  the  other  thinks  he  has  the  ability  to  strike 
effectively  for  power,  he  will  do  it.  Third.  That  the  greaf  mass  of  the 
people  are  very  civil  and  well  disposed,  and,  further,  that  they  earnestly 
desire  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  one  that  would  be  perma- 
nent; but  that  they  are  impotent  to  give  effect  to  that  desire,  for  the 
reasons  above  mentioned.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  future  will  prove 
I  am  wrong  in  my  convictions,  ana  that  the  convention,  which  will  soon 
assemble  to  form  a  constitution,  will  act  from  the  most  patriotic  motives, 
and  give  the  people  not  only  a  republican  constitution,  but  so  distribute 
the  powers  of  the  government,  as  one  will  act  as  a  check  on  the  other. 
I  will  inform  the  department  from  time  to  time  of  all  events  which  may 
take  place,  or  matters  which  may  seem  to  me  important  to  communi- 
cate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  B.  BLAIR 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Waskingtofij  2>.  C. 


SeHor  Egquivel  to  Mr.  Blair, 

[TransUtioii.) 

National  Palacb.  San  Josi, 

XavemberZ,196S. 

Sir  :  On  the  lut  instant,  the  army  of  the  republic,  the  monicipaUty  of  the  province, 
and  a  considerable  mait»rity  of  tbo  principal  citizens  of  this  capital,  considered  themselTes 
Justitied  in  divestinc  Dr.  Don  Jos^  Maria  Castro  of  his  office  of  President  of  this  repnblic, 
and  in  calling  to  fnltill  the  high  duty  Licentiate  Don  Jesus  Jimenez,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed tirst  substitute  to  exercise  executive  power. 

The  other  provinces  have  countenanced  the  action  taken  by  the  capital,  and  fuUy 
approve  all  the  measures  adopted  here. 

Licentiate  Don  Jesus  Jimenez  has  assumed  the  supreme  power,  and  the  undersigned 
still  retains  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  in  the  department  of  foreign  relations. 

For  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  President  to  i 


your  exceUency  that  the  events  which  have  taken  place  do  not  alter  in  anv  way  those 
fi^nk  and  friendly  relations  that  happily  exist  between  Costa  Rica  and  the  great 
republic  which  your  exceUency  so  well  represents,  and  that  he  wiU  consider  it  one  of 
his  most  agreeable  duties  to  endeavor  to  strengthen  more  and  more  the  bonds  which 
unite  the  two  republics. 

I  repeat  to  your  excellency  theassurance  of  the  most  cordial  and  deepest  considenitioiii, 
with  which  I  subscribe  myself  your  most  humble  servant, 

A.  ESQUIVEL. 

Hon.  Jacob  B.  Blair, 

United  State$  MinUter  Re&ident  in  Co$ta  BUm. 


Mr.  Blair  to  SeHor  Esqttivel. 

Legation  of  the  Unfibd  States  at  San  Joei, 

Co9ta  Bioa,  November  4, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yest^rdav,  by  which 
I  am  informed  that  Se&or  Dr.  Don  Jose  Maria  Castro  was  divested  of  the  office  of  l^ndr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COSTA   RICA.  337 

d^t  of  the  republic  of  Costa  Rica,  and  that  Seftor  Licenciate  Don  Jeans  Jimenez  has 
been  called  to  that  high  position ;  and,  further,  that  you  have  been  instructed  by  the 
President  to  assure  me  that  the  events  that  have  taken  place  do  not  alter  in  any  way 
the  Mendly  relation  that  exists  between  Costa  Rica  and  the  United  States.  •  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned  for  expressing  my  deep  regret  that,  in  the  judgment  of  those  you 
have  named,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  late  President  from  office  in  the  man- 
ner detailed  in  your  note.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  learn  from  you  that  the  action 
taken  at  the  capital  has  been  fully  anproved  by  all  the  provinces  of  the  republic.  I 
shall  lay  before  my  government,  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  the  contents  of  your 
note,  and,  unless  I  shall  receive  instructions  to  the  contrary,  will  regard  my  relations 
to  the  government  of  Costa  Rica  as  heretofore. 

I  beg  you  to  assure  his  excellency  the  President  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  earnestly  and  sincerely  desires  that  the  most  friendly  relations  shall  exist  between 
the  two  governments,  and,  as  in  the  past,  so  in  the  future,  it  will  strive,  by  all  means 
cooristent  with  the  national  honor,  to  preserve  that  feeling  of  amity  and  good  will  which 
haa  heretofore  existed  between  the  two  countries. 

I  cannot  close  this  note,  Mr.  Secretary,  without  expressing  to  you  the  great  gratifi- 
catioo  I  feel  on  being  informed  that,  notwithstanding  the  events  which  have  taken 
place,  yon  will  still  retain  the  office  of*  secretary  of  state  in  the  department  of  foreign 
relations,  which  you  have  heretofore  filled  with  so  much  honor  to  yourself  and  benefit 
to  your  government. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  B.  BLAIR. 

Hon.  A.  EsQUivEi^ 

Seei'etarjf  of  State,  ^.,  ^c,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Blair. 

No.  7.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  1, 1868. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  of  the  10th  of  November,  Nos.  5  and  6,  have 
beeu  received.  In  your  No.  5  you  announce  that  a  revolution  has  taken 
place  in  Costa  Rica,  which  was  effected  by  the  mere  display  of  mili- 
tary force,  unresisted,  and  without  the  efbsion  of  blood.  You  further 
announce  that  in  that  movement  the  President,  Seiior  Castro,  was  de- 
posed, and  the  first  provisional  substitute,  Seiior  Jimenez,  had  assumed 
the  executive  power.  The  further  transactions  mentioned  are  an  acqui- 
escence of  the  several  provinces,  the  susi>ension  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  call  of  a  national  convention  to  adoi>t  a  new  constitution.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  these  events,  you  have  recognized  the  new  President,  subject 
to  directions  on  the  occasion  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  does  not  belong  to  the  government  or  people  of  the  United  States 
to  examine  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  revolution,  or  to  pronounce 
upon  the  exigency  which  they  created.  Nevertheless,  great  as  that  exi- 
gency may  have  been,  the  subversion  of  a  free  republican  constitution, 
only  nine  years  old,  by  military  force,  in  a  sister  American  republic, 
cannot  but  be  an  occasion  of  regret  and  apprehension  to  the  friends  of 
the  system  of  republican  government,  not  only  here,  but  throughout  the 
worid.  . 

It  only  remains  to  say  that  the  course  which  you  have  pursued  is 
approved,  insomuch  as  it  appears  that  there  is  not  only  no  civil  war, 
hut  no  government  contending  with  the  one  which  has  been  established. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jacob  B.  Blair,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  &c. 

22  D  0— VOL.  n 
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Mr,  Warren  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  32.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Ouatemala^  January  6, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
November  29,  (No.  17.) 

I  send  you  with  this  a  translation  of  a  communication  re<?eived  this 
morning  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  relation  to  the  published 
reports  of  an  impending  war  with  Mexico.  I  am  very  certain  that  there 
is  no  tangible  foundation  for  the  rumor,  beyond  a  desbe  to  embellish  the 
telegraphic  column  by  a  sensation  paragraph.  Beyond  this  slight  ripple 
of  excitement,  there  is  nothing  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  people. 

The  coffee  crop  promises  a  very  large  increase  from  the  last  year's 
yield,  say,  by  estimate,  one  hundred  thousand  quintals  against  forty 
thousand  for  the  previous  year.  There  are  now  at  the  roadstead  of  Sau 
Jos^  eight  vessels,  a  number  never  before  known,  and  which  indicates 
a  healthy  increase  of  commercial  intercourse.  With  a  return  to  a  8i)ecie 
basis  of  currency,  the  trade  of  this  country  will  tend  largely  to  our  coou- 
try,  on  both  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts.  Now  it  is  mainly  with 
California,  where  the  currency  assimilates  Ui  that  of  this  country. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  is  still  in  session,  but  with  great  quietude  of 
debate,  and  but  little  progress  in  absolute  business. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Secretary,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  HENKY  WARREN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingtoUj  2>.  C. 


Stnor  Jycinena  to  Mr.  Warren, 
iTrantiUiioD.) 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Guatemala,  Janttartf  9,  It^* 

Sir  :  Several  daily  papers  of  the  United  States  which  have  l)een  received  by  the 
steamer  from  Panama,  give  notice  that  there  was  to  be  a  war  l>etween  Mexico  antl 
Guatemala,  for  supposed  grievances  of  this  government  ottered  during  the  revolution 
which  has  just  ended  in  that  republic,  and  u]»on  questions  of  boundaries.  The  govern- 
ment of  Guatemala  have  been  surprised  by  these  statements,  as  there  has  transpired 
nothing  which  could  justify  them.  Between  the  authorities  of  the  republic  and  thoee 
of  the  states  <»f  Mexico  there  are  the  best  rehitions,  and  we  have  receivetl  the  most 
explicit  declarations  of  a  desire  to  maintain  the  harmony  and  peace  so  necessary  be- 
tween conterminous  peoples. 

Tliere  has  been  an  armed  invasion,  which  organized  in  and  came  from  the  territory  of 
Chiapas,  but  of  emigrant  Guatemalians,  which  that  government  had  no  power  to  pre- 
vent, but  for  which  they  issue<l  orders  to  that  intention — an  invasion  which  ^^*» 
promptly  suppressed  and  energetically  punished  in  our  own  limits. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  boundaries,  although  we  have  never  had  a  fixed  line, 
which  has  given  cause  from  time  to  time  to  complaints  and  disputes  between  private  citi- 
zens which  could  not  be  avoided,  the  government  of  Guatemala  has  been  disposed  to  have 
an  ac(ju8tment  with  that  of  Mexico,  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  Meudly  and  conliAl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GUATEMALA.  ?ii\d 

solntion  of  the  caases  of  disa^eement.  These  political  events  which  have  disttirbed 
frwinently  the  neighboring  republic  have  not  permitted  the  attention  which  the  (jues- 
tian  merits.  Such  is  at  present  the  state  of  affairs  between  the  two  republics ;  there- 
fore there  exists  no  reason  which  could  justify  the  statements  of  the  dailies  to  which  I 
have  referred.  The  newspapers  of  Chiapas  have  sometimes  published  articles  which 
have  shown  a  spirit  not  the  most  friendly  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  late  revolution 
which  has  agitated  Mexico. 

When  these  pa]>er8  arrived  at  the  capital  there  were  published  some  articles  in  some 
nf  the  papers  wlueh  intimated  a  desire  to  make  reclamations  and  reopen  the  dispute 
npon  boundaries,  and  of  which  they  wrote  with  great  inexactitude.  These  publica- 
tions were  probably  contributed  by  Guatemalian  refugees,  who  Avould  be  gratified  to 
>**e  their  country  involved  in  an  exterior  war  to  subserve  their  own  personal  interest. 
They  must  most  certainly  have  given  oriia^n  to  the  report — in  all  particulars  false — 
which  the  dailies  of  New  York  have  published  and  circulate<l.  Being  sure  that  the 
gnvemmeut  of  your  excellency  looks  with  interest  upon  everything  which  tends  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  between  this  republic  and  the  neighboring  governments,  the 
President  hsus  directed  me  to  tiddress  your  excellency  this  communication,  that  you 
may  make  known  its  purport  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  dissipate 
whatever  doubt  those  rei)orts  to  which  I  have  referred  may  have  given  character  and 
ciurency. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  President,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
repeat  to  your  excellency  that  I  remain, 
Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

PEDRO  DE  AYCINENA. 

Major  General  FiTZ  Henry  Wakrkx, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  Staien, 


Mr,  Seward  io  Mr.  Warren, 

No.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtonj  February  11,  1868. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  January,  No.  32,  has  been  received, 
aud  its  accompaniment,  which  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  whicli  was 
aildressed  to*you  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  for 
Guatemala.  The  assurance  which  the  minister  gives  that  the  rumors 
of  an  interruption  of  pacific  relations  between  Guatemala  and  Mexico 
which  have  obtained  circulation  are  groundless,  is  highly  gratifying. 
The  President  especially  appreciates  the  kindness  and  confidence  which 
the  Guatemalian  government  manifests  toward  our  own  in  making  the 
matter  a  subject  of  formal  communication. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
FiTZ  Henry  Warren,  Esq.,  cfec.,  cfec,  &c. 
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Mr.  Spalding  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  42.]         Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  Hawaiian  Inlands^  April  20, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  legislative 
assembly  of  this  kingdom  was  formally  opened  on  Saturday,  the  18th 
instant,  by  a  royal  commission  appointed  by  his  Hawaiian  Majesty. owing 
to  the  absence  of  his  Majesty  the  King  on  a  visit  to  the  island  of  Hawaii 
A  copy  of  the  royal  address  is  herewith  inclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant., 

Z.  S.  SPALDING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C 


His  Majeshfs  addrcMj  delivered  by  royal  commission  at  the  opening  of  the  legislaiwre  of  1868. 

Nobles  and  reprkbentativks:  A  great  calamity  has  befallen  the  island  of  Hawaii 
My  duty  to  my  subjects  has  called  me  away  from  my  capital^  and  I  have  delegated  t 
royal  commission,  presided  over  by  my  well-beloved  father,  to  open  the  regular  seanou 
of  the  legislature. 

Until  the  last  few  weeks  my  kingdom  had  ei^joyed  uninterrupted  prosperity.  Peacf, 
quiet,  and  abundance  had  prevailed.  Let  us  bow  humbly  to  the  wiu  of  God  Almighty, 
whose  hand  is  now  heavy  upon  us,  and  let  us,  with  brave  heart  and  wtll-timed  chimt.y. 
relieve  the  distress  of  those  of  our  countrymen  who  have  been  thus  suddenly  and  severely 
afflicted. 

Our  relations  w^ith  foreign  powers  continue  to  be  most  satisfactory.  The  important 
treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America,  which  was  considered  at  the  last  extraordi- 
nary session  of  the  legislature,  has  not  yet  received  the  ratification  of  the  President. 
My  minister  of  foreign  atfairs  will  furnish  you  with  such  intelligence  of  the  progress  of 
the  negotiation  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  received. 

Prehminary  steps  have  been  taken  by  my  government  to  secure  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  with  the  confederation  of  Xorth  Germany,  to  be  substituted  for  our  present 
treaties  with  Bremen  and  Hamburg.  Some  of  our  treaties  have  been  deuoanc«il 
Changes  are  contemplat-ed  in  our  stipulations  with  England  and  France,  and  I  confi- 
dently hope  iliat  the  result  of  these  various  negotiations  will  increase  our  intercooise 
with  Europe,  as  the  anticipated  conclusion  of  our  convention  of  reciprocity  wiU  develop 
our  tnwle  with  the  great  republic  of  the  United  States. 

Our  negotiations  with  Japan  have  so  far  been  successful.  Important  and  favorablf 
remits  may  be  expected  from  the  opening  of  trade  with,  and  immigration  from,  that 
king<loin. 

My  minister  of  the  interior  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  bureau  of  immi- 
gration towards  securing  valuable  additions  to  our  population  and  laborers  for  our  fields. 
An  increased  appropriation  is  applied  for  to  enable  my  government  to  solve,  by  practi- 
cal experiment,  the  question  of  mimigration,  whose  importance  to  the  kingdom  will  not 
escape  your  attention.  You  will  be  duly  advised  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  board 
<»f  health  during  the  last  two  years.  Owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Imard,  the  sjiread  of  the  disease  of  leprosy  has  been  checked. 

Ah  soon  as  practicable,  my  government  will  inform  you  of  *the  extent  of  the  damagr 
done  on  Hawaii  ty  the  last  volcanic  eruption.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  prove.so 
extensive  as  to  require  any  considerable  curtaihnent  from  the  appropriation  for  pubfit 
iiiii»rovement«  in  other  islands. 

Our  finances  are  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  The  report  of  my  acting  minister  of 
finance  will  furnish  you  all  the  necessary  information  on  tiie  state  of  the  treasury.  Our 
credit  stands  high,  our  public  debt  is  greatly  reduced,  and  a  considerable  snrplos  is  on 
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hancL  Shonld  tiie  treaty  of  reciprocity  acquire  the  force  of  law,  some  further  legisla- 
tion may  be  necessary. 

It  may  be  well  for  the  legislature  to  inquire  how  far  the  prosperity  of  this  kingdom 
and  the  development  of  its  resources  may  be  promoted  by  judicious  assistance  to  the 
line  of  steamers  plying  between  this  port  and  Califomiai  as  well  as  to  our  inter-island 
steam  navi^tion. 

The  admmistration  of  Justice  has  been  conducted  with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 

It  is  thought  that  the  public  convenience  will  be  promoted  by  changes  in  the  time  of 
holding  certain  terms  of  the  (M>urt.  My  attorney  general  will  submit  to  you  the  ueces- 
Rar>'  bill  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  measure. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  public  instruction  for  the 
details  of  the  work  (terformed  by  that  board.  Liberal  and  intelligent  assistance  has 
bt't'n  granted,  on  application,  to  all  those  who  devote  their  labors  to  the  education  of 
the  {MH)ple.  New  school-houses  have  been  built ;  in  many  places  the  sexes  have  been 
separated;  and  a  system  of  impartiality,  combined  with  a  healthy  competition,  has 
oontribnted  largely* to  the  cause  of  intellectual  improvement. 

N0BLE8  AND  REPRESENTATIVES :  I  rely  up<m  your  enlightened  patriotism  and  upon 
your  loyalty  to  our  institutions.  You  will  co-opWate  with  me  in  seeking  the  welfare  of 
the  nation  and  in  providing  for  its  wants.  I  pray  God  Almighty,  the  Ruler  of  king- 
domM.  to  relieve  ns  in  our  troubles,  to  guide  us  in  prosperit^"^,  and  to  help  me  in  main- 
taining inviolate  the  dignity  of  my  crown  and  our  national  independence — and 

We  do  now  declare  the  legi^ture  of  the  kingdom  opened. 


Mr.  Spalding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  45.]  liEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Honolulu^  Hawaiian  Islands^  July  9,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  per  mail,  from  the 
Department  of  State,  of  one  package  addressed  to  thfs  legation,  contain- 
ing four  copies  of  the  "Tributes  of  the  Nations  to  Abraham  Lincoln." 

The  copy  enelose4  in  a  case  and  marked  "For  the  Hawaiian  govern- 
ment," I  forwarded  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
with  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  "Inclosure 
No.  1."  A  coyy  of  his  excellency's  reply  is  also  inclosed,  marked  "  luclos- 
are  No.  2." 

The  copy  addressed  to  "  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  district  of 
Lahaina"  I  have  forwarded,  with  letter,  to  Elias  Perkins,  esq..  United 
States  consul  at  Lahaina,  to  be  presented  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
ot  the  island  of  Mani,  as  the  head  of  the  municipal  authority  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Lahaina. 

The  copy  addressed  "To  the  Rev.  E.  Corwiu,"  &c.,  &c.,  I  have  not  yet 
delivered,  Mr.  Corwin  being  temporarily  absent  from  the  city. 

The  copy  addressed  "To  the  gentleman  who  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln  held  the  position  of  minister  for  foreigd  afi^iirs,"  I 
hold  subject  to  further  instructions  from  the  department,  the  gentleman 
referred  to,  the  Hon.  Mr..  Wyllie,  being  dead. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, ' 

Z.  S.  SPALDD^G. 

Hon.  WnjLiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Statey  Washingtony  2>.  C. 


Legation  of  the  UwrrKD  States  at  Honolulu, 

Hawaiian  lalandSf  July  3,  1866. 


Mr.  Spalding  to  Mr,  de  Varigny, 

Legation  of  the  Unffed  Si 

Hawi ,      ^    , 

8nt:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  present,  through  you.  to  his  Hawaiian  Majesty's 
)veniment,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  tlie  "  Tributes  of  the  Nations 
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Permit  me  to  hope  that  the  memory  of  oar  revered  imd  lamented  President  may  bat 
intensify  those  relations  of  friendshif)  and  comity  which  have  so  happilv  marked  the 
intercoiirse  between  his  Hawaiian  Mtgesty's  government  and  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  repird  aod 
distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

Z.  S.  SPALDING, 

AcHng  Charg^  ^Affairt^. 
His  Excellency  C.  de  Varigxy, 

H,  II.  j>/.'«  MinUiter  of  Foreign  Relations,  ^c,  <f*c.,  4^, 


Mr.  de  Varigny  io  Mr.  Spaulding. 


Depaktment  of  Foreign  Affaib£i, 

Uonoluluy  July  3,  \^^. 
Siu ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  to-day*8  dat<»,  pre- 
senting through  me  to  his  Hawaiian  Majesty's  government,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  a  copj'  of  the  '*  Tributes  of  the  Nations  to  Abraham  Lincoln." 

I  beg  to  tender  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the 
thanks  of  his  Majesty's  goveniment  for  this  handsome  memento  of  the  late  revered  and 
Ijimented  President  oi  the  United  States,  and  I  most  heartily  agree  with  you  in  thr 
belief  that  the  reverence  felt  and  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  Hawaiian  government  and 
])e()))le  can  but  intensify  those  relations  of  friendship  and  amity  which  have  so  happilv 
marked  the  intercourse" between  the  two  nations. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  the  very  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I 
remain  your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  DE  VARIGNX 
Colonel  Z.  S.  Spaulding, 

Acting  Charg^  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  tfc.,  ^re.,  <fc. 


Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  54.]  Legation  of  the  United  Svates, 

Honolulu^  Augtutt  14, 1S68. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
addressed  by  nie  to  the  Hawaiian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  20tli 
ultimo.  At  the  same  time  I  inclosed  him  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  tbe 
Congress  of  the  Unit^  States  which  accompanied  your  circular  of 
January  17,  1867,  relative  to  the  coolie  trade. 

I  deemed  this  action  called  for  on  my  part  from  the  fact  that  duruiff 
my  absence  a  cargo  of  Japanese  coolies  arrived  at  this  port  on  tli? 
British  ship  Suioto,  and  were  distributed  among  the  planters,  and  otber 
liarties  on  the  islands,  under  a  system  of  contracts  holding  them  to  labor 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstancesftncler 
which  these  people  left  Japan,  but  8ui>po8e  you  are  fully  advised  in  tbe 
premises,  through  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh. 

I  liave  been  informed  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  send  an  expedition 
to  the  South  Sea  Islands  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hawaiian  govern- 
ment, or  the  Hawaiian  Board  of  Immigration,  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
iuj^  laborers  (coolies)  from  there.  Should  this  really  have  been  tbe 
design,  1  hope  the  communication  I  have  already  addressed  to  his  Ma 
Ji»sty's  government  may  lead  them  to  abandon  their  purpose.  If  any 
siujii  attemi)t  is  persisted  in,  I  will  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  roost 
emphatically  against  it,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  you. 

As  these  South  Sea  Islanders  are  without  an  organized  government, 
and  unable  to  protect  themselves,  any  attempt  to  take  them  by  fonre  or 
fraud  iiom  their  own  country,  and  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  temporary 
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servitude  here,  would,  it  seems  to  uie,  justify  such  active  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  might  be  necessary 
to  prevent  the  inauguration  of  a  traffic  more  odious  than  the  coolie  trade 
of  China. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtony  D.  C. 


Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  PhilUpa. 

Lkgation  of  the  United  States  at  Honolulu, 

July  i»,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
0  );)Ue  trade,  which  has  unauimously  passed  both  bouses  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 

It  is  believed  that  in  this  matter  the  resolution  referred  to  correctly  indicates  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  country  I  have  the  honor  to  represent;  consequeiitly  I  transmit 
the  inclosed  copy  for  the  infoniiation  of  your  government,  believing  that  his  Majesty, 
actuated  by  tboM^  sentiments  of  Immanity  for  which  he  has  always  been  so  eminently 
ilihtinguished,  wiU  cordially  co-oi)erat«  with  the  govenmient  of  the  United  States  in  its 
endeavor  to  discountenance  and  discourage  a  traffic  so  repulsive  that  it  meets  with  the 
r»-])n>bation  of  the  civilized  world. 

With  {(entiments  of  the  liighest  consideration  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK. 

His  Excellency  Stephen  H.  Phillips, 

H.  H.  M.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^'C,  ^t.,  ^t. 


Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Sew&rd. 

No.  57.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  September  4, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  houoi-able  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  with  its  inclosures,  which  I 
bave  received  from  his  Hawaiian  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in 
ivply  to  my  communication  to  him  concerning  tffe  coolie  trade,  a  copy  of 
which  I  forwarded  to  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  54,  dated  August  14, 18C8. 
*        I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

t    Secretary  of  Statej  Washingtmij  D.  C. 


Mr.  PhillipB  to  Mr.  McCook. 

Depaktment  of  Forkiox  Affairs, 

Honolulu y  Auffttst  20,  I808. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
MH!alIed  coolie  trade,  by  which  it  is  sought  to  indicate  the  moral  sentiment  of  the 
Tnited  States,  and  in  which  the  fraudulent  traffic  in  Oriental  labor  is  denounced  as 
"  inhuman  and  immoral.'^ 

His  Majesty's  government  recognize  the  influence  of  this  declaration.  The  exalted 
f'haracter  of  the  body  originating  it,  and  the  importance  of  the  philanthropic  question 
coufridered,  demand  tor  it  high  respect.    Neither  has  your  dispatch  done  more  than 
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jnstice  to  the  hnmane  and  elevated  sentiments  of  his  Mi^esty  the  King  of  these  islands 
Yon  are  aware,  sir,  that  the  constitution  granted  by  the  present  sovereign,  on  the  SOtli 
day  of  August,  A.  D.  1864,  contains  the  following : 

"  Article  11.  Involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime,  is  forever  prohibited  in  this 
kingdom ;  whenever  a  slave  shall  enter  Hawaiian  territory,  he  shall  be  free." 

His  Majesty^s  government  are  bound  to  resist  all  attempts,  under  any  disguise,  to 
revive  a  system  of  involuntary  servitude.  The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is,  therefore, 
sympathetically  welcomed ;  for  it  expresses  the  purpose  of  a  powerful  government  to 
adhere  to  a  world-renowned  policy  of  extirpating  the  last  vestige  of  human  slavery. 

The  peculiar  situation  and  necessities  of  the  Hawaiian  islands  invest  this  subject 
with  especial  interest.  Upon  the  introduction  of  the  su^ar  culture,  an  unexpected 
demand  arose  for  cheap  labor.  The  want  could  not  be  supplied  without  looking  abroad. 

Attention  was  naturally  directed  to  the  over-peopled  Oriental  countries,  and  a  strong 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  government  to  permit  such  an  indiscrimi- 
nate traflBc  in  "coolie  labor"  as  would  have  deserved  the  epithets  of  '^ inhuman  and 
immoral."  The  feeling  was  so  strong  that  the  authoritic*  were  exposed  to  the  charge 
'  of  oppression,  and  unwarrantable  interference  with  private  enterprise.  But  the  gronad 
was  taken  and  firmly  adhered  to,  that  the  introduction  of  labor  from  abroad  was  not  a 
matter  of  "enterprise"  or  "traffic"  at  all,  but  a  high  prerogative  of  government,  which 
should  no  more  be  farmed  out  than  the  superintendence  of  the  police,  or  the  adminis- 
tration of  iustice.  A  board  of  immigration  was  organized,  which  has  ever  since  super-  , 
intended  the  introduction  of  laborers  and  their  contracts  with  employers,  and  has  guarded 
their  rights  by  stringent  regulations.  In  fact,  it  has  exercised  over  these  friendless 
people  a  superintending  care  not  unlike  that  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  of  the  United 
States.  Strict  laws  secure  appeals  to  local  magistrates,  in  case  of  injustice,  and  althongh 
laborers  can  be  compelled  to  execute  contracts  specifically,  there  is  no  greater  abridg- 
ment of  individual  right  than  in  the  case  of  sailors  and  freedinen  in  your  own  country. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  call  attention  to  the  position  of  the  government,  in  several 
cases  where  attempts  have  been  made  to  impose  upon  it. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1867,  the  British  ship  Eastfield  appeared  off"  this  port  with  a  large 
number  of  Chinese  coolies  on  board,  under  a  contract  to  a  firm  in  Honolulu,  which  had 
some  months  before  become  insolvent.  Such  a  contract  was,  of  course,  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  rules  of  the  government,  and  had  the  firm  been  pecuniarily  responsible,  they 
would  have  been  required  to  return  the  laborers  at  once  to  China,  regardless  of  expense. 
But  the  insolvency  of  the  firm  required  some  action  on  the  score  of  huipanity.  The 
government  therefore  took  charge  of  the  laborers,  subjected  them  to  their  regulations, 
and  made  contracts  on  th^ir  behalf,  to  the  great  loss  of  those  concerned  in  the  shipment, 
whose  case  demanded  little  sympathy.  The  government  were  sustained  throughoat 
by  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  representative  of  the  British  government,  Mr.  Wode- 
house.  Notice  was  also  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Hawaiian  consul  at  Hong 
Kong,  which  will  doubtless  prevent  such  impositions  hereafter. 

A  copy  of  the  dispatch  from  the  foreign  office  of  this  government  to  Mr.  Whittall  is 
herewith  inclosed,  and  may  prove  interesting  in  this  connection. 

A  practice  was  once  general,  which  was  thought  to  be  justified  by  the  peculiar  neces- 
sities of  this  nation,  or  issuing  from  the  offices  of  Hawaiian  consuls  in  other  countries 
temporary  or  provisional  registers  to  vessels  purchased  on  behalf  of  Hawaiian  owners, 
by  authority  of  which  they  might  sail  upon  the  ocean  until  they  reached  an  Hawaiian 
port,  and  there  obtained  an  Hawaiian  register.  This  practice  led  to  abuses,  of  which 
this  government  received  the  first  information  in  a  letter  from  his  Mjyesty's  consul  a|| 
Hong  Kong,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  for  reference. 

By  reference  it  wiU  be  seen  that  these  vessels,  bearing  the  national  flag  of  this  king- 
dom, made  their  appearance  at  Macao,  with  the  undoubted  purpose  of  embarking  in  a 
most  disgraceful  traffic,  and  prostituting  the  Hawaiian  flag  to  the  basest  purpose^  The 
consul  immediately  and  firmly  interfered,  refusing  all  papers  to  these  vessels,  and  for- 
bade them  to  leave  port.  The  position  of  the  consul  was  still  more  firmly  explained  in 
a  second  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  inclosed. 

This  government  promptly  replied  to  the  consul  approving  his  course,  as  will  appear 
from  extract*  inclosed. 

In  view  of  such  abuses  the  issuing  of  provisional  registers  has  been  discontinued  in 
all  cases  but  those  of  vessels  directly  bound  to  Hawaiian  ports.  It  is  not  known  what 
became  of  the  suspected  ships,  but  they  abandoned  all  claim  to  the  Hawaiian  flag. 

This  government  also  took  the  greatest  pains,  by  public  notices  in  Honolulu  and 
Hong  Kong,  to  make  its  purpose  distinctly  known. 

The  legislative  assembly  at  its  recent  session,  by  somewhat  stringent  legislation, 
imposed  upon  the  minister  of  the  interior  the  duty  of  preparing  a  form  of  contracts  for 
labor.  One  form  has  been  prepared,  which  is  to  be  amended  still  more  in  favor  of  the 
laborer,  and  which,  it  is  thought,  will  secure  them  every  right. 

The  legislative  assembly  also  appropriated  a  large  sum  of  money  to  aid  immigratiMi, 
one  great  object  sought  to  be  accomplished  being  the  introduction  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  Polynesian  females.    The  present  excess  of  males  is  productive  of  di^trona 
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counMineiices,  and  undoubtedly  tends,  with  other  causes,  to  the  diminution  of  the 
Hawaiian  race.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  goyemment  to  introduce  laborers  of  kindred 
Ktock  from  the  less  frequented  islands  of  the  Pacific,  in  equal  proportion  of  male  and 
female,  and  to  reouire  every  planter  who  employs  any  males  to  provide  for  a  corres- 
poDdingnumber  or  females,  ana  at  once  to  establish  houses  for  these  poor  people,  where 
the  marriage  relation  shall  secure  the  purity  of  domestic  life. 

In  this  connection  I  think  it  well  to  call  attention  to  the  recent  introduction  of  a  lot 
of  laborers  from  Yokohama,  which  has  attracted  attention  in  the  American  news- 
papers, and  has  apparently  excite  the  United  States  diplomatic  representative  in 
Japan.  These  laborers  are  not  '^ coolies''  in  any  sense  in  which  that  term  can  be  offen- 
Mvely  used.  They  came  here  voluntarily.  They  made  contracts  voluntarily  after 
landing,  by  which,  in  consideration  of  liberal  compensation,  they  agree  to  work  for 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  term  they  are  to  be  taken  back  to  their  own  country, 
at  the  expense  of  their  employers.  The  board  of  immigration  have  superintended  all 
these  transactions,  and  have  carefully  protected  the  Jai^anese  against  imposition,  and 
I  feel  that  I  may  confidently  give  the  assurance  that  every  rignt  of  personal  liberty 
has  been  most  scrupulously  guarded. 

Tour  own  government  must  admit  that  the  general  economy  of  the  world  and  the 
philanthropic  spirit  of  the  times  will  be  promoted  by  a  systematic  diversion  of  the 
exreisive  populaticm  of  Oriental  countries  to  these  islands.  The  Hawaiian  group,  with 
\\H  great  natural  resources  and  unrivaled  climate,  can  sustain  a  Fargely  increased  popu- 
lation. Their  favorable  position  in  the  Pacific  affords  facilities  for  a  varied  and  exten- 
ave  commerce,  while  their  proximity  to  the  United  States  renders  it  certain  that  any 
advancement  of  their  prosperity  will  directly  contribute  to  the  material  growth  of  the 
great  American  republic. 

This  full  exposition  of  national  purpose  is  due  to  the  humane  policy  of  your  govern- 
ment and  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  which  yen  inclose.  His  Majesty's  government 
congratulate  theniselye«  that  their  efforts  are  likely  to  be  sustained  by  the  powerful 
iniiuence  of  the  United  States.  The  co-operation  of  her  Britannic  M^j  esty  ^b  commissioner 
has  been  afforded  upon  one  important  occasion,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
police  of  the  seas  will  be  most  effectually  maintained  by  the  two  strongest  maritime 
nations  of  the  world. 

I  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  the  high  respect  and  consideration  with  which  I 
remain  your  very  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  H.  PHILLIPS. 

His  Excellency  General  E.  M.  McCooK, 

Mimtter  Besident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


fa 


'    Mr,  Hntchinson  to  Mr.  Whittall 

FOREIQN  OfPICK, 

HonolulUf  April  30,  1867. 
iSiR :  Mr.  C.  de  Vari^y,  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  being  absent  on  the  Island 
of  Hawaii,  I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  by  the  earliest  opportunity  that  the  British 
.^hip  Eastfield  arrived  at  this  port  from  Manila,  on  the  i23d  instant,  with  a  large  num- 
•wr  of  Chinese  coolies  on  board,  bound  to  labor  on  these  islands  under  contract  to  the 
lat«  firm  of  Walker,  Allen  &  Co.,  merchants  of  this  city.  These  coolies  were  originally 
shipped  from  Hong  Kong,  on  the  Dutch  bark  Antonio  Petronella,  which  was  forced  to 
put  into  Manila  in  distress,  and  was  there,  I  believe,  condemned.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  iu€|  sir,  to  tell  you  that  the  imfiortation  of  these  men  into  this  kingdom  is  illegal 
without  the  consent  of  his  Majesty's  government,  and  in  defiance  of  tne  ordinances 
published  in  the  official  columns  of  the  Hawaiian  Gazette,  copies  of  which  were,  I 
believe,  republished  by  you  in  the  Hong  Kong  newspapers. 

His  ^I^jesty's  government  have  permitted  these  men  to  be  landed,  on  the  score  of 
hnmanity,  uiider  stringent  regulations.  I  have  to  request  you  on  the  part  of  this  gov- 
ernment that  you  will  interpose  and  desire  the  authorities  at  Hong  Kong  not  to  permit 
any  vessel  to  clear  with  bonded  laborers  on  board,  for  any  of  the  ports  of  this  kingdom, 
without  your  formal  permission. 
I  have  the  honor,  &.C.,  &c, 

F.  W.  HUTCHINSON, 
Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
To  J.  Whittall, 

Hie  Majest^s  Consul  General  for  Hong  Kong  and  Macao. 
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Mr,  Jfhitiall  to  Mr,  de  Varignyl 

Hawaiian  CoxsuiJiXE, 

Hong  Kong,  January  8, 1867. 
Sm :  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  three  vessels  bearing  the  Hawaiian  flag  hare  recently 
made  their  appearance  in  these  waters ;  the  Mameluke,  the  Polores  IJgarte,  aod  C. 
Carom ,  holding  proyiaioual  registers  granted  by  the  King's  consul  at  Lima,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Eldredge. 

These  vessels  have  put  into  this  port  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  hence  to 
Macao,  and  there  taking  on  board  Chinese  emigrants  or  '^  coolies*'  for  C^ao.    It  m 

{>088ible  that  the  stigma  and  disgrace  attaching  t-o  this  traffic,  as  conduct-ed  at  Macao, 
lave  not  become  known  to  you  at  Honolulu,  but  the  abuses,  the  evils,  and  the  misery 
and  crime  which  the  system  involves  have  earned  for  it  the  reprobation  of  all  ri^lit 
thinking  men.  I  have  determined  to  preserve  the  Hawaiian  nation  from  the  scandal 
attaching  to  such  prostitution  of  its  flag,  and  I  have  intimated  to  all  parties  interest^ 
that  should  these  ves8(>ls  take  on  board  China  coolies  at  Macao,  I  shall  not  peroiit 
them  to  quit  China  waters,  until  they  shall  have  presented  themselves  in  Hong  Kung 
and  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Biitish  colonial  emigration  act,  in  the  efficai^v 
of  which  I  place  confidence,  &c.,  &c. 


His  Excellency  the  Hawaiian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


J.  W.  WHITTALL. 


Mr.  WhiHall  to  Mr.  de  Varigny. 

Hawaiian  Consulate, 

Hong  Kong,  February  16, 1867. 
Sir  :  In  reference  to  my  last  despatch,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  vessels  spoken 
of  are  still  in  this  harbor,  empty. 

The  result  of  an  interview  upon  my  part  with  the  governor  of  Ma<!ao  has  been  an 
understanding  to  the  eifect  that  so  long  as  vessels  bearing  the  Hawaiian  flag  comply 
with  Portuguese  law,  he  may  regard  them  as  rightful  traders,  but  that  he  can,  and  will, 
in  no  wise  inttirfere  with  any  embargo  which  I  may  place  upon  them,  as  his  Miyesty's 
representative. 

I  have,  therefore,  intimated  to  the  charterers  of  the  vessels  that  unless  they  can 
declare  to  me  that  when  Mr.  Consul  Gal.  Eldredge  furnished  these  crafts  with  Hawaiian 
registers,  he  was  aware  that  such  were  for  the  puri)Ose  of  enabling  them  to  engage  in 
the  coolie  traffic,  I  cannot  allow  them  to  quit  these  waters,  until  I  receive  instructitHw 
from  the  King's  government.  None  of  the  parties  interested  have  since  addre8ae<l  any 
communication  to  me. 

J.  W.  WHITTALL. 
His  Excellency  C.  de  Varigny, 

Hawaiian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  de  Varigny  to  Mr,  Whittall. 

Foreign  Office, 

Honolulu,  Apnl  10, 1867. 

Sir  :  Your  course  of  action  is  most  fuUy  and  entirely  approved  of,  and  I  am  happy  t<> 
tender  to  you  the  thanks  of  his  Majesty  and  cabinet  for  your  prompt  and  energetic 
interference  in  behalf  of  our  flag. 

I  write  by  this  mail  to  our  chargd  d'affaires  in  Lima  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and 
inform  him  of  the  dangers  that  might  accrue  to  our  good  name  fn)m  an  indiscriminate 
use  of  our  flag.     Instructions  to  this  effect  had  already  been  transmitttnl  to  him,  &c. 
I  renew  to  you,  &c.,  &c. 

C.  DE  VARIGNY. 
J.  W.  Whittall, 

His  Hawaiian  Majesty* s  Consul  General  for  Hong  Kong  and  Macao. 
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Mr,  McCook  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  59.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  September  14, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  marked  No.  1,  a  printed 
copy  of  an  official  notice  published  by  me  calling  the  attention  of  Ameri- 
can* residents,  ship-owners,  &c.,  on  these  islands  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  late  resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  the  coolie  traffic. 
I  deemed  this  necessary,  both  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and 
for  the  salutary  moral  fnfluence  the  publication  of  these  laws,  &c.,  would 
exert  upon  the  members  of  this  government,  just  at  this  time,  when  they 
were  endeavoring  to  inaugurate  a  new  scheme  for  the  introduction  of 
bonded  laborers,  under  the  name  of  "  immigrants." 

In  my  dispatch  No.  54,  dated  August  14th,  1868, 1  expressed  the 
opinion  that  such  an  efifort  would  probably  be  made ;  since  then,  the 
Hawaiian  Board  of  Immigration,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosure  marked 
No.  2,  has  solicited  proposals  for  a  vessel,  to  be  sent  under  their 
auspices,  on  an  exi)edition  to  the  Gilbert,  Caroline,  and  other  South  Sea 
Islands  lor  the  purpose  of  procuring  "immigrants."  As  the  savage 
inhabitants  of  the^se  islands  possess  nothing  but  muscle,  which  could 
be  available  to  the  people  here,  and  as  the  further  importation  of 
coolies  j&x)m  China  or  Japan  has  been  pretty  effectually  stopped,  I  can 
only  regard  this  new  enterprise  as  a  project  to  obtain  plantation  laborers, 
by  bringing  them  here  under  the  guise  of  "  immigrants." 

The  stand  I  have  taken  has  led  to  a  very  thorough  discussion  of  the 
whole  system  of  coolie  labor  by  the  press  of  the  kingdom;  and  caused 
the  government  to  abandon  their  South  Sea  "  immigrant"  scheme,  at 
least  for  the  present. 

I  inclose  an  article,  marked  No.  3,  cut  from  the  Ke-Kuokoa,  the  lead- 
ing native  paper  here,  which  undoubtedly  reflects  the  sentiments  of  that 
cl^  of  the  native  population  who  have  any  sentiments,  and  indicates, 
as  well,  the  feeling  of  a  large  majority  of  the  foreign  population  of  the 
islands. 

Hoping  my  course  may  meet  with  your  entire  approval,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  M.  McCOOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G. 


No.  1. 

Notice  to  American  t^tUens  and  ahip-otcners. 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States  at  Honolulu, 

August  31,  1868. 
For  the  information  of  American  citizens  and  shipowners  resident  on  these  islands, 
ud  of  American  shipmasters  touching  here,  I  deem  it  proper  to  publish  the  following 
FMolution  on  the  subject  of  the  coolie  trade,  which  unanimously  passed  both  houses  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  viz : 

"  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

''January  16,  1867. 
"  Whereas  the  traffic  in  laborers  transported  from  China  and  other  eastern  countries, 
known  as  the  coolie  tra«le,  is  odious  to  tne  people  of  the  United  States  as  inhimian  and 
immoral ;  and  whereas  it  is  abhorrent  to  the  spirit  of  modem  international  law  and 
policy,  which  have  sabstantiaUy  extirpated  the  African  slave  trade,  to  permit  the  estab- 
lishment in  its  place  of  a  mode  of  enslaving  men  differing  from  the  former  in  little 
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else  than  the  employment  of  fraud  instead  of  force  to  make  its  victims  captive;  be  it 
therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  give  effect  to  the  moral  senti- 
ment of  the  nation  through  all  its  agencies,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  further 
introduction  of  coolies  into  this  hemisphere  or  the  ac^ac^nt  islands. 

"  Ordered f  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  foregoing  resolution  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Attest :  J.  W.  FORNEY,  5ccre<ary." 

In  furtherance  of  the  humane  policy  adopted  by  the  government  I  represent,  I  also 
deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  prohibit  the  coolie  trade  by  American  citizens  and  American  vessels,^  ap- 
prove<l  February  19,  1862,  which  provides : 

1.  That  no  citizen  or  resident  of  the  United  States  shall  prepare  any  vessel  to  pro- 
cure or  carry  from  "  China  or  eUewhen?^  persons  known  as  "  coolies,"  to  be  disposed  of, 
or  sold,  or  transferred,  for  any  term  of  years,  or  for  any  time  whatevery  a$  servants  or  ap- 
prentices, or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor.  Any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Ignited 
States,  in  whole  or  in  part,  so  employed,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

2.  Every  person  building,  equipping,  sending  to  sea,  or  aiding  to  prepare  in  any  wa^, 
or  navigating  as  master,  factor,  agent,  owner  or  otherwise,  any  vessel  belonging  m 
whole  or  in  part  to  any  United  States  citizen,  or  reijistered,  enrolled  or  licensed  within 
the  United  States  to  be  employed  in  the  above  trade,  or  in  anywise  aiding  or  abetting* 
therein,  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted  therefor,  and  on  conviction  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

3.  Any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  take  on  board,  or  receive,  or  transport  any  such  persons,  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  be  punished  as  before  mentioned. 

4.  Free  and  voluntary  emigrants  may  be  taken  upon  the  certificate  of  the  United 
States  consul  or  consular  agent  at  the  port  where  they  embark,  which  certificate  is  to 
be  given  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  only  upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  such  emigra- 
tion is  actually  fr^e  and  voluntary. 

5.  All  United  States  laws  applicable  to  the  carriage  of  passengers  by  United  States 
merchant  vessels  apply  also  to  all  vessels  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  citizens  of  tlie 
Unite<l  States,  or  registered  or  licensed  within  the  United  Stat^  carrying  passengen 
between  foreign  ports,  with  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures. 

6.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  direct  United  States  war  Tea- 
sels to  examine  all  vessels  navigated  or  owned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  whenever  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  suppose  such  vessels  are  engaged 
in  any  way  in  violation  of  this  act. 

The  foregoing  is  simply  an  abstract  of  the  law,  which  will  be  found  in  foil  on  page 
340,  volume  12,  of  the  Umted  States  Statutes  at  Large. 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Minisier  Betideiit 


No.  2. 

'  Vessel  wanted. 

By  authority  of  the  Board  of  Immigration,  the  undersigned  solicits  proposals  for  fur- 
nishing a  schooner  or  other  vessel,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  at  least  forty 
inimigrant  passengers.  Such  vessel  will  be  required  to  proceed  to  the  Gilbert  and  Car- 
oline Islands  and  such  other  points  as  may  be  designated  by  the  board,  or  the  agent 
who  may  be  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  enterprise.  Proposals  will  be  received  until 
the  first  day  of  September  next.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  by  applicatioa 
to  FERD.  W.  HUTCHINSON,  PrttidenL 

Bureau  of  Immigration,  August  25, 1868. 


No.  3. 

THE  COOLIE  QUESTION. 

Ke-Kuokoa,  September  12, 1868. 
The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  last  week  has  a  leader  devoted  to  the  question  of 
bonded  laborers,  or,  to  be  plainer,  the  coolie  system  of  these  islands.    This  is  a  subject 
which  we  have  been  convinced  would  sooner  or  later  force  itself  before  the  public    It 
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is  a  qnestion  which  vitally  affects  the  principal  manufia^turiiig  interest  of  the  ffroup, 
and  for  this  reason,  no  donbt,  the  discussion  has  been  evaded  by  the  writers  S)t  the 
press ;  bnt  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  subject  must  be  met  and  fully  ventilated. 
The  article  in  the  Advertiser  is  simply  an  answer  to  one  in  the  Gazette,  by  which  the 
ministers  have  evidently  sought  to  mislead  foreign  communities,  for  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves. 

We  indorse  the  Advertiser  article  until  it  proposes  to  transfer  the  prosecution  of  the 
coolie  immigration  from  the  hands  of  the  government  to  those  6f  private  parties.    In  this 
we  cannot  concur,  believing  that  the  coofie  system  should  be  abolished  and  forgotten,  the 
sooner  the  better.    We  will  neither  propose  nor  support  a  compromise  with  a  system  which 
tend  to  degrade  a  fellow-man.    We  have  no  sympathy  with  a  measure  which  has  for  its 
aun  the  classification  of  his  Mt^esty's  subjects — the  setting  apart  one  class  as  better  than 
another  in  the  eye  of  the  law.    It  is  our  belief  that  when  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  declared  that  the  coolie  system  only  differed  from  the  African  slave  trade  in  that 
it  Qsed  fraud  instead  of  force  to  secure  its  object,  it  published  an  opinion  which  unbiased 
indiridnals  must  indorse.    We  do  not  charge  that  this  government  is  knowingly  a  party 
to  the  fraud.    That  deceit  has  been  practiced  upon  the  coolies  we  need  no  better  evi- 
dence than  the  assertion  of  the  Gazette,  that  during  the  first  years  of  their  bondac^e 
they  are  continually  seeking  to  know  the  nature  and  force  of  their  contracts,  and  it  is 
oar  belief  that  they  only  discontinue  their  efforts  from  a  sense  of  utter  hopelessness  of 
being  righted ;  jrieiding  in  despair  to  superior  force  and  intelligence.    The  Japanese 
recently  imported  seem  to  lalM>r  under  the  same  ignorance  as  to  *the  nature  of  their 
contracts,  and  recently  we  heard  that  the  whole  force  of  Japanese  engaged  upon  a 
plantation  refused  to  work,  and  suffered  imprisonment,  on  account  of  a  misunder- 
standing as  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts ;  again,  the  board  of  immigration  notified 
the  employers  of  Japanese  that  $10  alleged  to  have  been  advanced  to  them  in  Japan 
should  be  stopped  trom  their  wages,  which  the  Japanese  deny  having  received.    We 
beheve  that  fraud  was  practiced  upon  both  Chinese  and  Japanese.    We  were  surprised 
tiiat  the  Gazette  should  have  stated  that  the  coolie  was,  upon  arrival  here,  upon  equal 
footing  with  native  laborers,  when  an  act  was  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the  legis- 
lative assembly  which  empowered  the  minister'  of  the  interior  and  board  of  immigra- 
tion to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  might  deem  best  for  the  proper  govern- 
ment of  imported  laborers ;  but  we  are  certainly  more  surprised  that  the  Gazette  should 
dare  to  deny  "  in  ioto"  that  coolies  are  brought  here.    If  so,  they  have  practiced  the 
grossest  deceit  upon  planters  whom  thejr  agreed  to  furnish  with  "  coolies,*'  and  thefr 
agent  in  China  certainly  advised  them  ot  the  shipment  "  of  two  hundred  and  forty-six 
oooUa  per  Chilian  ship  Alberto,''  and  proposed  shipment  of  more  per  Roscoe.    Why 
not  deny  that  there  is  a  Chinaman  on  the  group  ?    It  can  be  done  with  equal  propriety. 
It  is  of  no  use  for  the  Gazette  *'  to  beg  the  question  "  by  worse  than  silly  denials.    Let 
the  subject  receive  the  attention  of  the  ablest  apologists  they  can  secure,  or  they  stand 
convicted  of  a  grave  charge. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  Americans  that  the  United  States  minister  resident 
has  taken  an  early  opportnnitv  of  declaring,  by  proclamation,  the  sentiment  of  the 
United  States  Senate  on  the  coolie  question,  and  we  trust  that  he  will  receive  the  S3rm- 
pathy  and  support  of  his  countrymen  in  any  endeavor  he  may  make  to  rid  these  islands 
of  a  system  so  utterly  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  McCooJc. 

No.  50.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  9, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  September,  No.  67,  has  been  recjeived. 
1  have  read  with  much  interest  the  copy  thereunto  annexed  of  a  note 
which  was  addressed  to  you  by  the  Hawaiian  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
on  the  20th  of  August  on  the  subject  of  the  coolie  trade.  The  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  \*ill  appreciate  the  just  and  proi)er 
proceedings  which  the  Hawaiian  government  has  taken  upon  that  import- 
ant subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Edward  M.  MgGook,  Esq.,  &c.^  dtc,  &c. 
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Mr.  McCooJc  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  64.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  October  23, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispaUli 
No.  45,  of  August  31,  and  your  dispatch  No.  47,  of  September  4.  ^o. 
46  has  not  yet  reached  this  legation. 

On  the  16th  insUint  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam  corvette  Scout, 
Captain  Price,  sailed  hence  to  Tahiti. 

Yesterday  intelligence  reached  here  that  the  civil  authorities  of  tbt* 
island  of  Hawaii  had  been  resisted  by  a  body  of  natives,  the  followers 
of  one  of  their  i)rophets  named  Ka-Oua.  These  people  hold  a  religious 
faith  somewhat  similar  to  the  Millerites,  and  appear  to  have  no  esi)ec'ial 
aim  except  to  live  without  work,  a  not  uncommon  thing  in  this  comitry. 

The  only  life  lost  was  tliat  of  the  deputy  sheriff  of  the  island,  but  the 
authorities  here  thought  the  affair  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  the 
presence  of  a  military  force,  and  yesterday  sent  about  a  hundred  troops 
to  the  scene  of  the  disturbance.  I  inclose  a  strip  cut  from  the  Commer 
cial  Advertiser  of  this  morning,  which  gives  all  the  details  known  con- 
cerning the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  M.  McCOOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washhigton^  D.  C. 


[From  the  Pacific  Commercial  Advcrtiaor,  Saturday,  October  24.  | 

Insurrection  on  Hawaii — Revolt  ao.unst  the  authorities — ^Murder  of  bheriff 
NEVILLE— Troops  ordered  to  Hawaii  to  quell  the  insurrection. 

The  schooner  Prince  arrived  from  Koua,  Hawaii,  on  Thursday  morning,  bringinc 
intelligence  of  a  serious  insurrection  in  that  district,  resulting  in' the  de^itu  of  SLcritf 
Neville,  the  probable  death  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Barrett,  and  severe  injury  of  thre«»  native 
constables.    The  particulars,  so  far  as  we  can  gather  them,  are  these : 

For  several  years  past,  one  Kaona,  formerly  flistrict  Judge  in  Honolulu,  and  a  mau  of 
considerable  intelligence  for  a  Hawaiian,  imbibed  the  idea  that  he  was  a  prophet  nent 
by  God  to  warn  this  people  of  the  end  of  the  world.  For  the  past  three  years  he  ha« 
been  preaching  this  Millerite  doctrine  on  Hawaii,  and  has  mtule  numerous  couvtrt*. 
Some  months  ago  he  was  arrested  and  sent  to  the  insane  asylum  in  this  city  as  a  lunatic, 
but  the  physician  decided  that  he  was  as  sane  as  any  man,  and  he  was  therefore  wt  at 
liberty  a^ain.  He  returned  to  Kona,  and  the  number  of  his  followers  rapidly  iucreas*'*!. 
till  now  it  is  over  three  hundred.  They  are  mostly  natives,  but  some  are  prol»ably 
foreigners,  as  we  received  a  letter  a  few  weeks  ago  from  one  of  them,  rehearsing  their 
tnmbles,  which  we  threw  aside  as  nonsense  and  imworthy  of  notice ;  but  in  this  junc- 
ture it  may  be  well  to  publish  a  portion  of  it,  which  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

These  fanatics  believe  that  the  end  of  the  world  is  at  hand,  and  they  must  be  retilv. 
They  therefore  clothe  themselves  in  white  robes,  ready  to  ascend ;  watch  at  night,  bnt 
sleep  during  the  day ;  decline  to  cultivate  anvthing  except  beans,  com,  or  the  mn^t 
common  food.  They  live  together  in  one  colony,  and  have  select<»d  a  tract  of  land 
about  half  way  between  Kealakekua  Bay  and  Kailua,  which  the  prophet  told  them  w»s 
the  only  land  that  would  not  be  overrun  with  lava,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  island  w  t« 
be  destroyed.  Some  of  their  number  came  to  Honolulu  a  few  weeks  ago  to  lease  this 
land  from  Prince  William  Luualilo,  who  owns  it ;  but  he  was  advised  that  it  would  l»e 
best  not  to  do  so.  They  brought  the  money  with  them  and  offered  to  i)ay  a  year's  rent 
in  advance,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  it.  The  land  was  subsequently  leased  to 
other  parties,  who,  when  they  came  to  claim  possession,  found  the  fanatics  on  it,  and 
unwilkng  to  surrender.  It  then  became  necessary  to  issue  a  warrant  agamst  Kaona 
and  his  adherents  to  eject  them. 

On  Monday  last  Sheriff  R.  B.  Neville,  accompanied  with  Deputy  Sheriff  Barrett  and 
several  native  policemen,  proceeded  to  their  camp  and  undertook  to  arrest  the  prophet. 
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Thereupon  the  followers  of  Kaona  attacked  the  police  with  stones,  killed  Sheriff  Neville, 
and  cut  off  his  head  from  his  body.  His  head  they  stuck  up  on  a  pole ;  his  body  they 
wonld  not  give  up. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  also  so  severely  bruised  with  stones  that  his  life  is  despaired  of.  The 
three  native  p<dicemen  were  also  more  or  less  injured.  During  the  light  several  of  the 
hoiities  of  the  fanatics  were  set  on  tire  and  destroyed.  Tliey  threaten  to  retaliate  and 
destroy  the  houses  of  their  enemies,  whether  natives  or  foreigners. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Gulick,  under  date  of  October  9,  was  received  by  the 
Prince : 

"  Mr.  Neville  this  morning  made  an  attempt  to  serve  a  warrant  on  Kaona  and  others 
of  his  followers,  but  was  stoned  to  death ;  and  the  fanatics  refused  to  give  up  his  body. 
Several  of  the  constables  hfid  a  very  narrow  escape  with  their  livi\s,  and  are  i)retty 
thoroughly  intimidated.  The  most  that  can  now  be  expecte<l  of  the  natives  is  that 
they  act  on  the  defensive  till  assistance  arrive.  Should  the  foreigners  here  act  together 
on  the  morrow  something  may  possibly  be  done  in  dispersing  the  infatuated  followers 
of  Kaona.  But  no  time  should  be  lost  in  communicating  with  the  heads  of  the  police 
department  in  Honolulu,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  general  hesitancy  here  among  the 
anthorities.  The  Kaonites  have  made  threats  this  afternoon  that  they  will  bum  and 
destroy  the  houses  of  their  enemies,  in  revenge  for  some  of  their  houses  which  were 
to-day  very  improperly  set  fire  to  by  irresponsible  persons.  A  number  of  foreigners 
and  natives  are  on  guard  to-night  in  Central  Kona — I  am  among  the  nmnber,  watching 
near  the  Kainaliu  church.'^ 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  t>f  this  news,  government  determined  to  send  a  force  to 
the  seat  of  the  disturbance.  The  schooners  Kaiumile  and  Prince  were  at  once  provis- 
ional and  fitted  out,  and  sailed  at  2  o'clock  p.  in.  on  Thursday,  with  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  soldiers,  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  The  expedition  is  i n  charge  of  his  excellency 
(Jovernor  Dominis,  who  is  accompanied  by  his  excellency  the  acting  minister  of  war. 
Marshal  Parke,  Major  C.  H.  Judd,  Captains  Von  Gosiiitz  and  Hassinger,  Lieutenant  A. 
W.  Judd,  and  others.  The  plan  is  to  proceed  direct  to  Lahaina,  intercept  the  steamer 
Kiiauea,  and  take  her  on  fnnn  that  point,  transferriutr  her  mails  and  passengers  to  the 
s^-hcN^ners.  By  this  arrangement  the  expedition  will  reach  Kona  early  on  Saturday 
morning. 

The  promptness  with  which  the  government  has  acted  in  the  matter  is  deserving  of 
eomiueudation.  Although  this  revolt  is  not  directly  a|j^ainst  the  government  itself,  t.  c, 
tlie  fanatics  have  no  design  except  to  retain  posnession  of  their  cnmpin|^  ground,  yet 
it  is  a  bold  defiance  of  its  local  authority,  which  should  never  be  permitted  to  jhujs 
without  a  prom])t  exhibition  of  power,  and  a  suppression. 

We  do  not  imagine  that  these  mnatics  will  show  any  resistance  to  armed  force  when 
it  arrives,  and  if  they  are  still  at  their  camp  at  Kainaliu,  will  probably  disperse  and 
secrete  themselves  in  the  forests  back  of  Kona.  They  are  said  to  have  no  arms,  and  their 
only  weapons  l>eing  stones  and  clubs,  the  force  sent  up  can  find  no  great  trouble  in  dis- 
persing them,  even  should  they  resist.  Kainaliu  is  about  three  miles  north  of  Kealake- 
kna,  and  near  the  lat<3  Mr.  Johnson's  land. 

We  are  permitted  to  make  some  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Roys  to  Jas.  Lemon, 
which  gives  a  better  insight  into  the  puqmses  of  the  Kaonites  than  anything  we  have 
seen,  and  show  that  they  are  more  determined  than  is  generally  sup^)osed  : 

"  Friday,  (Mober  16. — Mr.  Neville  and  the  constables  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  we 
rode  down  t(»  the  camp  to  put  up  notices,  but  the  scene  this  morning  was  worse  than 
la.st  night.  As  fast  as  a  notice  was  put  up  it  was  spit  on  and  then  torn  from  the  tree 
that  it  was  nailed  to.  After  receiving  much  abuse  from  them  we  left  the  ground  and 
ivtumed  to  our  house. 

''Saturdajfy  17. — At  the  appointed  time  the  magistrate  and  friend  Neville  were  at 
my  house,  but  not  one  of  the  Kaonites  came.  Their  names  were  called  three  times, 
and  no  resjionse  ma<le.  The  ma^strate  then  nailed  up  tliree  warrants,  ordering  their 
arrest,  and  I,  in  company  with  sixteen  constables  rode  down  j  and  I  must  here  say  that 
they  deserve  great  credit  for  the  cool  way  in  which  they  acted,  and  received  the  bad 
iLsage  and  blows  which  they  did.  One  poor  c<mstable  was  dragged  from  his  horse  and 
shamefully  beaten,  and  his  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  taken  away,  so  that  he  had  to  walk 
home.  The  consta.bles  st-ood  all  this,  but  never  returned  a  blow.  So  we  ma<le  good 
onr  retreat.    Neville  was  not  with  us  this  time. 

"  Sunday,  18. — ^To-day  Neville  is  notifying  all  parties  to  muster  here  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, as  the  time  fixed  to  carry  out  and  maintain  the  law  in  the  name  of  the  King.  I 
expect  there  will  be  lives  lost  on  both  sides. 

^ "  Monday,  19. — ^This  morning  some  two  hundred  men  mustered  here,  and  hea<led  by 
Neville  we  rode  down  to  the  camp,  and  such  a  sight !  Blood  flowing  in  all  directions ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  friend  Neville  is  killed.  This  night  I  expect  my  house  will  be  in 
liiiines,  and  many  more.  There  are  some  dozen  or  more  houses  on  fire.  I  am  taking  the 
<'hildren  and  clothing  away,  also  Mrs.  Boy,  as  they  have  threatened  to  kill  her  to-night. 
GckI  help  U8." 

P.  S. — We  have  letters  tliis  morning  from  Kealakekua  dated  Wednesday,  the  21  st.    On 
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MondAy  afternoon  there  was  another  attack  on  the  rebels,  resulting  in  the  death  of  i 
native  named  Kamai,  who  was  one  of  the  attacking  party,  and  also  the  death  of  three 
rebels — ^five  in  all,  including  Mr.  Neville. 

Since  that,  up  to  Wednesdav  noon,  no  more  lives  have  been  lost,  though  the  rebeJa 
openly  threaten  to  kill  Mr.  Roys  and  his  wife,  and  also  Be  v.  Mr.  Paris.  One  or  two 
prominent  foreigners  are  in  sympathy  with  and  aiding  the  rebels. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  have  been  three  lives  lost  so  far,  and  the  rebels  have  taken 
an  oath  that  they  will  never  leave  their  laud  alive. 

In  this  connection  we  insert  the  letter  before  referred  to,  which  will  give  some  insight 
into  the  movements  of  the  deluded  followers  of  Kaona. 


FROM  THE  CAMP  AT  KAIXALIU. 

"North  Kona,  October  %  1868. 
*^To  the  KditKn'  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser : 

"  Some  folks  might  like  to  know  what  a  jolly  tin\e  we  had  celebrating  the  150th  pmlm. 
You  see  we  are  justified  in  having  a  big  time.  We  had  been  a  month  previous  collect- 
ing all  the  kerosene  oil  cans,  tin  pots  and  kettles,  pipes  and  nlates  that  wo  could  think 
of,  except  the  old  harps  of  King  David,  which  we  did  not  Know  how  to  make.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  a  neighbor,  who  fitted  us  up  with  so^e  big  drums,  roivde  from  sugar 
kegs,  which  answer  the  purpose  well — ^he  being  a  man  well  skilled  in  all  manner  of 
work.  Our  prophet  says  we  must  keep  it  up  for  seven  days,  as  they  did  among  the 
Israelites  of  old. 

"  We  have  seven  banners  of  divers  colors  to  represent  the  seven  vials  of  wrath  which 
is  to  come,  and  we  have  other  flags  of  different  colors  to  represent  the  clouds  at  night, 
which  we  keep  watch  for,  while  other  people  sleep.  It*s  true  we  feel  very  stupid  in  the 
morning,  and  are  not  able  to  do  any  work,  although  we  have  been  offered  work.  Bnt 
then  our  beloved  prophet  tells  us  we  don't  require  any  work,  provided  we  keep  awake 
night  and  day  a  tasting,  and  that  we  will  taik  with  unknown  tongues,  and  then  we. 
ourselves,  will  prophesy.  Well,  you  see  it  is  a  fact,  and  that  any  man  may  see,  if  he 
will  come  and  see  tor  himself,  for  our  tongues  are  so  thick,  and  ourselves  so  stupid,  that 
we  can't  understand  each  other,  from  watching  and  fasting. 

"  This  same  day  we  were  much  troubled  by  seeing  our  prophet  fall  into  a  trance ;  to 
then  we  expect  to  hear  of  another  volcano  running  down,  as  that  would  be  fulfilling 
another  prophecjr,  that  all  outsiders  are  going  to  be  destroyed,  and  we  onl^  saved,  who 
were  then  stopping  on  the  land  Lehuula  nui.  But  when  he  came  to  himself,  what 
astonished  us  most  was,  that  God  objected  to  our  rentiug  that  said  land,  and  that  the 
man  sent  to  Honolulu  came  back  with  the  money,  $120 ;  Mr.  C.  Kanaina  declining  to 
receive  it.  That  was  all  right,  as  God  told  the  prophet  that  a  stream  of  lava  would 
soou  run  down  said  land.  We  believe  all  this  to  be  a  fact,  and  so  would  others  if  they 
had  taken  their  oaths  on  the  Bible,  as  we  have  done,  to  stick  to  Joseph  Kaona  through 
thick  and  thin.  So  you  see,  when  a  man  takes  an  oath  on  the  Bible  it  is  hard  to  break 
it,  although  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  all  the  prophecies  come  right,  for  at  the  time  we 
had  a  long  drought  he  told  us  to  fill  all  our  bottles  and  calabashes  with  water,  and  stow 
them  away  in  holes,  caves,  and  in  our  trunks,  as  there  would  be  no  more  rain  until  the 
millennium,  which  would  destroy  all  but  ourselves. 

"  Whenever  we  see  our  enemies,  or  go  by  their  houses,  we  strike  up  the  psalm  King 
David  sung  a^inst  his  enemies,  and  we,  the  parents,  instruct  our  children  to  do  the 
same,  as  therein  we  feel  joyful. 

"  Now,  then,  since  the  prophecy  about  the  land,  we  understand  that  our  neighbor,  the 
noble  Duke,  had  secured  the  land  previous  to  our  application,  and  that  we  have  no  one 
to  blame  but  ourselves,  since  we  gave  out  what  a  tine  time  we  would  have  gathering 
our  enemies'  stock.  But  our  neighbor,  who  likes  a  retired  life,  did  not  like  tne  idea  oi 
being  harassed  at  the  bar  of  justification,  and  having  an  eye  to  number  one,  he  engaged 
the  land  in  good  time,  for  which  he  deserves  the  thanks  of  others  of  his  neighbors  in 
the  same  fix  as  himself.  However,  it  will  not  be  a  hard  matter  for  us  to  get  oUier  land, 
as  that  will  be  the  only  land  that  will  be  safe  from  the  volcano  that  is  to  destroy  all 
other  places. 

**  It  18  tnie  we  are  getting  short  of  products, such  as  hogs,  turkeys,  chickens,  and  taro, 
and  now  that  our  fejwt  of  leaven  is  taking  place,  we  have  cooked  all  oto  the  hot  stones 
or  altar,  as  they  did  of  old  with  the  blood.    You  see  our  doctrine  is  an  improvement 

*'  We  are  getting  a  good  many  new  disciples,  who  are  coming  in  every  day,  and  we 
hope  to  get  some  influential  ones,  to  help  us  keep  up  our  feasts.  They  might  as  well  do 
it,  as  they  will  lose  all  they  have  got  if  they  oon't  join  ua.  If  they  will  CM>me  to  us, 
they  will  not  have  to  work,  as  our  prophet  will  tell  them  how  to  get  along  without  it 

*  Sometimes  persons  come  among  us  wearing  our  white  veils,  but  whether  they  think 
as  we  do  or  not  is  best  known  to  our  prophet,  who  knows  all  things ;  or  whether  it  i* 
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to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone  or  not,  and  who  have  kindly  invited  our  prophet  t^ 
wine*  Se  yon  see  we  are  a  respectable  sect.  We  would  like  to  bring  all  these  things 
to  light,  so  that  this  good  government,  so  kind  in  subsidizing  foreign  steam  navigation, 
mignt  help  us.  It  may  now  be  late  for  us  to  ask  for  a  little  subsidy,  yet  if  we  are 
bemud  the  last  legislature,  we  may  be  in  time  for  the  next  Parliament.  If  not  that, 
eonldn't  we  get  the  island  of  Lanai  or  Kahoolawe  f  We  wiU  not  be  particular  about 
die  soil,  as  we  don't  cultivate  except  sweet  potatoes,  com^  and  beans,  which  come  to 
matori^  quick ;  we  calculate  to  live  mostly  by  psalm  singmg. 

<' Another  pilikia  we  have  just  at  hand.  The  tax  collector  is  coming  alonc^  on  the 6th 
of  next  montii  for  money  that  we  have  not  on  hand,  as  we  spent  all  we  had  for  linens, 
which  are  costly,  and  got  credit.  But  we  did  not  consider  that  anything,  as  we  ejected 
before  this  time  that  all  would  be  destroyed  except  ourselves.  Another  misfortune 
ia,  that  instead  of  going  to  the  place  where  the  assessor  told  us  to  assemble,  we  would 
not  go  because  the  owner  of  that  house  was  not  of  our  persuasion ;  the  consequence  is 
that  he  took  down  the  last  year's  assessment,  although  we  previously  sold  our  horses  to 
boy  our  white  robes,  t4)  be  ready  for  our  passover.  but  we  will  soon  know  something 
miihty,  as  our  prophet  prophesies  that  ne  has  to  go  to  prison  once  more,  which  then 
will  be  seven  times ;  and  then  wiU  be  the  end,  and  we  will  be  all  right.  So  you  see  we 
an  waiting  patiently  for  this  last  miracle.  Some  of  us  are  prophesying ;  you  must 
know  by  this  time  we  all  do  a  little  at  that  business. 

^'The  church  Lanakila  is  going  soon  to  be  opened,  and  we  are  all  going  to  make  a 
grand  rash  to  that  building,  as  we  all  contributed  towards  the  building  or  it,  and  that 
Qii^t  be  the  time  our  great  Hmd  may  do  something  that  might  commit  him.  But  I 
am  in  hopes  they  won't  keep  him  altogether  the  next  time  they  got  him  down  there, 
for  that  would  spoil  our  fun,  and  there  might  not  be  a  chance  of  subsidy.  We  want 
reduction  in  the  taxes,  as  we  ourselves,  and  the  bUght.  and  the  ants,  are  a  hea^^y  pres- 
tUn  on  this  little  place,  Kainalin.  There  are  over  tnree  hundred  of  us,  and  we  are 
sworn  to  abide  by  our  Makua,  and  as  he  tells  us  we  must  network,  we  need  the  subsidy 
or  the  island  before  mentioned.  We  are  not  allowed  to  sign  individually.  We  call 
onnelves 

"GHANA. 

"New  Ca3cp,  Lehuula." 

23  D  C— VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Ko.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port-au-Prince,  May  8, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  that  for  the  last  two  weeks  this 
city  has  been  kept  in  a  constant  state  of  disturbance  in  the  night  season 
by  a  mob.  It  has  not  been  safe  for  any  one  to  go  into  the  streets  after 
dark,  as  muskets  were  fired  off  without  reference  to  men,  women,  or  child- 
ren, not  aimed  at,  but  liable  to  be  hit  any  moment  by  a  chance  shot 
Last  Monday  General  Salnave  returned,  and  made  his  triumphal  entry 
into  the  city  at  32  o'clock,  noon.  The  demonstration  was  noisy  but  not 
violent.  The  next  day  troops  arrived  fix)m  Gk)naives,  and  were,  in  com- 
mon with  those  already  in  town,  furnished  with  ammunition.  They 
ranged  the  streets  in  a  turbulent  way  all  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening 
I  went  to  town  and  spent  the  night  at  the  office  of  legation,  which  is 
kept  at  Mr.  Conard's  house.  The  house  was  full  of  refugees,  men,  women, 
and  children,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  utmost  con- 
sternation prevailed.  On  Wednesday  morning  I  called  on  Mr.  St  John, 
the  British  charg^  d'affaires,  and  afterwards  on  Count  M^jare  and  Mr. 
Alvarez.  We  concluded  to  meet  Mr.  Delorme,  secretary  of  foreign  aflEaire, 
and  see  what  could  be-done  to  keep  the  i)eace.  Delorme  had  already 
threatened  tatake  the  refugees  out  of  the  French  consulate  in  the  eve- 
ning, but  at  last  thought  better  of  it,  and  wrote  us  all  a  note  inviting  ns 
to  meet  him  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  which  we  did.  He  was  very  conciliatory, 
and  assured  us  that  the  peace  should  be  kept  and  the  city  quiet  My 
apprehensions  were  lulled  a  good  deal,  but  still  the  streets  w  ere  filled 
with  armed  soldiers,  and  many  of  them  were  intoxicated.  I  had  hardly 
reached  home  when  I  heard  muskets  go  off,  and  at  last  whole  volleys 
were  fired  in  quick  succession.  To  those  in  town  it  was  ahornble  night, 
and  on  my  arrival  in  the  morning  I  found  that  the  stores  and  houses  ot 
many  persons  had  been  robbed,  and  several  men  killed  and  wounded, 
business  suspended,  and  everybody  in  a  state  of  alarm.'  It  is  believed 
that  property  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars  had  been  stolen 
.during  the  night.  I  at  once  wrote  Mr.  Secretary  Delorme  the  letter, 
a  copy  of  which  I«send  inclosed,  and  then  waited  on  the  charge  from 
England,  France,  and  Spain,  and  proposed  that  we  should  draw  up  a 
joint  letter  of  remonstrance,  and  beg  for  an  early  interview  with  the 
President.  This  was  done.  That  my  letter  was  timely  and  put  an  end 
to  the  mischief  I  have  no  doubt.  I  acted  on  the  best  advice  that  I 
could  get  at  the  time.  I  knew  that  nothing  but  firmness  would  bring 
the  authorities  to  their  senses.  The  more  these  men  are  flatterod  the 
more  assured  they  are  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  do  what  they  please. 
We  have  had  rest  now  for  two  nights,  and  the  stores  are  again  opened. 
The  authorities  are  responsible  for  the  mob,  however  stoutly  they  may 
deny  it.  Do  please  send  me  one  or  more  ships  of  war  at  once,  as  the 
rebellion  is  still  raging  at  St  Marc,  Aux  Cayes,  Gk)naives,  Jacmd,  and 
I  expect  new  demonstrations  here.  The  country  is  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition.   I  also  beg  instructions  in  relation  to  the  receiving  of  refugees. 
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It  does  more  mischief  here  than  it  does  good,  and  is  really,  as  it  is  prac- 
ticed, little  more  than  offering  a  premium  for  factious  disturbances  and 
a  bid  for  sedition.  The  three  charge  here  are  ready  to  recommend  the 
discontinuance  of  this  much  abused  custom  if  our  government  is  ready 
to  take  the  step.  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Secretary 
Delorme  of  the  6th  instant,  but  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  com- 
manication  I  thought  it  best  to  send  you  another.  As  I  am  confined  to 
the  office  of  legation  every  moment,  and  have  no  suitable  stationery 
here,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  the  appearance  of  this  hastily  written  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Commodore  Boggs  arrived  here  last  evening  in  the  De  Soto. 
I  begged  him  to  remain  and  protect  us.  The  inclosed  copies  will  explain 
&e  situation  of  both  parties.  Please  send  me  a  ship,  with  orders  to 
ranain  until  the  troubles  are  over. 

G.  H.  H. 


Mr,  HolUster  to  Commodore  Boggs, 

LsOATiON  United  States  op  America, 

Port-au-Prince,  May  18,  1868. 
Snt:  From  informatioii  whieh  I  have  received  since  I  left  your  ship,  I  am  compelled 
to  enter  my  most  earnest  protest  against  your  leaving  the  American  citizens  in  this  city 
in  this  defenseless  condition.  *  President  Salnave  threatens  to  horn  the  town,  and  I 
hare  good  reasons  to  believe  that  he  intends  to  do  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H,  HOLLISTER. 
CiHnmodore  Booos, 

UmUed  States  Steamer  De  Soto,  Harbor  of  Port-au-Prince. 


Commodore  Boggs  to  Mr,  HolUster, 

United  States  Steamer  De  Soto,  (2d  rate,) 

Harbor  of  Port-au-Prince,  May  18, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this 
date. 

I  regret  extremely  my  inability  to  comply  with  your  request,  from  want  of  provisions, 
having  only  four  days'  on  board,  and  the  positive  orders  from  the  rear-admiral  com- 
manding the  North  Atlantic  squadron,  I  must  sail  this  afternoon. 

Should  I  find  a  vessel  at  Key  West,  I  wiU  immediately  dispatch  her  to  this  port ;  in 
de&nltof  finding  one.  I  will  return  as  soon  I  have  taken  in  supplies. 
I  am,  reapectftilly, 

CHAS.  S.  BOGGS, 
Commodore  United  States  Navy,  Com^cPg  De  Soto, 

6.H.  HOLLISTER, 

United  States  2£mister,  j-c,  fc,  Port-au-Prince, 


Mr  HoUister  to  Mr,  Delorme, 

Port-au-Prince,  May  6, 1868. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  that,  according  to  my  instructions,  I  have  observed 
the  most  strict  neutrality  in  regard  to  all  political  matters  in  this  country.  It  is  true 
that  frtan  what  I  had  heard  of  the  valor  of  the  President,  and  of  his  struggles  in  the 
fidd,  I  came  here  inspired  with  great  admiration  for  him,  and  prayed  for  his  success. 
I  had  a  Anther  motive  to  desire  such  success  from  the  fact  that  he  had  associated  with 
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him  at  the  head  of  affairs  a  geiitleiuan  not  unknown  in  Europe  or  America  as  a  writer, 
sehular,  and  civilian,  worthy  to  represent  the  wentimeuts  expressed  in  that  nohle  easay 
which  you  sent  me  a  few  days  ago.  I  have  h)ok<'d  forward  from  day  to  day,  hoping  to 
find  an  end  to  the  disturbances  in  the  streets  of  this  city ;  but  I  have  looked  in  vain. 
Things  kept  growing  worse  and  worse.  Only  a  few  day's  before  the  return  of  the  Presi- 
dent a  young  girl  was  horribly  mutilated  in  the  street,  and  after  that  other  outrages 
followed  of  a  worse  character. 

When  the  chief  arrived  I  expected,  of  course,  a  demonstration,  and  it  passed  off 
quietly. 

Yesterday  morning  the  representatives  of  the  four  great  powers,  the  United  States, 
England,  France,  and  Spain,  waited  on  you  by  your  special  appointmeift,  and  received 
i»uch  representations  as  to  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  respective  nations,  and  of 
the  citizens  generally,  as  made  us  well  assured  of  the  future.  I  left  the  office  of  lega- 
tion and  went  to  my  country  seat  with  perfect  confidence  that  all  would  be  welL  Sttll, 
I  had  observed  a  large  number  of  soldiers  walking  about  the  city  during  the  day  in  a 
lawless  manner,  many  of  whom  were  intoxicated.  Thev  were  armed,  and  I  am  informed 
that  aninninition  was  dealt  out  to  them  yesterday  by  tne  government  in  quantities  suf- 
ficient to  enable  them,  if  they  chose,  to  commit  the  outrages  which  followed. 

AlK)ut  t*  o'clock  in  tne  evening  a  mob  of  soldiers  gathered  at  the  quay,  and  a  musket 
was  fired,  and  after  that,  others.  At  this  time  the  presence  of  a  single  policeman  or 
officer  of  the  guard  could  have  put  an  end  to  the  disorder.  So  far  as  I  know,  not  a  single 
refugee  has  escai>ed  from  the  asylum  that  he  had  chosen,  although  we  nad  a  right, 
under  the  arrangement  made  with  you  yesterday,  to  turn  them  all  loose  in  the  s^ieet 
at  any  moment.  • 

It  was  at  the  will  of  jrour  government  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturbanoeB  in  ten  min- 
utes. Yet  this  mob  of  intoxicated  soldiers  was  allowed  to  have  full  range  of  the  city 
for  about  two  hours.  During  this  time  the  most  brutal  excesses  were  committed- 
excesses  not  to  be  tolerated  by  civilized  nations.  Stores  and  warehouses  were  broken 
into  and  robbed.  The  sanctities  of  home  were  violated,  and  men  were  shot  defending 
their  property.  There  is  now  under  my  roof  a  respectable  merchant,  a  native  of  Yir- 
ginia,  suHeiing  from  the  agonies  caused  by  a  wound  which  he  received  defending  his 
own  dwelling.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Hepburn,  one  of  your  oldest  and  most  enterpruing 
citizens. 

The  house  of  Mi's.  Hamilton  was  assailed,  and  one  bullet,  at  least,  passed  throiigh 
her  be<lroom  and  near  her  bed.  Several  other  houses  and  stores  were  broken  open  and 
robbed,  under  cries  of  **  Viva  Salnave.*'  In  some  of  the  houses  thus  entered,  little  child- 
ren were  taken  from  their  beds  and  thrown  upon  the  floor,  and  the  pillows  upon  which 
they  had  slept  carrie<l  oflf  by  the  robbers. 

Not  even  national  flags  were  respected.  As  this  armed  rabble  i>as8ed  the  bouse  of 
Mr.  Hubbard,  consul  for  Brazil  ana  Bremen,  and  an  American  citizen,  they  saw  his  flags 
flying,  and  cried  out,  "  You  may  hang  out  your  flags,  and  we  will  trample  them  under 
our  leet."  Not  even  my  own  house  of  legation  was  respected.  The  solaiejs  stopped  in 
front  of  it ;  one  of  them  struck  the  ^ate  with  his  sword,  and  another  with  some  other 
weapon.  It  was  proposed  to  fire  on  it,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  violence 
would  have  been  done  had  not  some  one  in  the  crowd  called  out  to  them  to  forbear. 

They  did  fire  oft'  a  volley  near  the  back  gate,  but  not  at  the  house.  Of  course,  ia 
this  condition  of  things,  all  business  here  is  at  an  end.  Many  parties  are  taking  refige 
on  shipboard,  or  fleeing  into  the  country.  Now,  sir,  with  all  kindness,  but  w^ith  lul 
frankness,  i>ermit  me  to  say  that  these  violences  must  not  be  repeated. 

If  national  flags  have  ceased  to  be  the  symbol  of  safe  citizenship  and  free  commerce, 

guaranteed  by  treaty,  it  must  be  understood  that  there  is  a  natKmality  behind  every 
ag.  As  regaVds  myself  I  have  no  fears.  It  is  for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
that  I  speak.  If  the  city  is  constantly  embroiletl  in  this  way,  no  matter  whether  the 
houses  or  stores  of  American  citizens  are  invmletl,  still  their  business  is  ruined.  K  the 
goods  of  Haytien  merchants  are  burned  or  stolen,  who  are  debtors  to  the  Americans,  the 
parties  who* are  robbed  are  not  Haytieus  but  Americans.  This  is  a  small  city  of  about 
thii'ty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  seat  of  authority,  and  having  within  its  limits  a  laig^o 
military'  force.  A  little  care  would  have  prevented  all  this  crime  and  destruction  of 
life  and  property. 

I  know  you  are  in  a  state  of  war,  but  this  makes  it  all  the  easier,  armed  as  you  are,  to 
keep  up  a  police  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  hour.  Anticipating  evil  on  my  arrival 
here,  I  wr*>te  for  two  or  three  ships  of  war  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ports  of  this  country.  I  expect  one  here  soon.  If  the  authorities 
cannot  keep  the  peace  here,  so  that  persons  under  my  charge  shall  be  safe,  I  will  under- 
take to  do  it,  and  have  no  fear  but  tliat  I  shall  succeed. 

The  claim  that  the  mob  of  last  evening  resulted  from  the  opening  of  the  prison  can- 
not be  sustained.  Nor  did  it  grow  out  of  the  escape  of  refugees  from  my  house.  Not 
a  single  refugee  has  left  the  shelter  of  the  legation. 

The  house  is  filled  with  defenseless  women  and  children,  and  the  few  men  who  came 
have  remained.    As  to  the  receiving  of  refugees  in  the  exo^ptioual  way  practiced  in 
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this  country,  you  know  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  grows  out  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country.  Haytiens  of  all  parties  and  factions 
have  always  received  the  benefit  of  it — we  only  the  trouble  and  blame. 

I  shall  forward  a  copy  of  this  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United 
States,  and  b^  an  eany  answer. 

I  have  rae  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  H.  HOLLISTER. 
Hon.  Delorme,  Secretary  of  SiaUj  ^-c,  ^t;.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
rExtract.1 

No.  4]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port-au-Prince^  May  17, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  country  is  in  the  midst  of  an 
insurrection  almost  coextensive  with  the  limits  of  the  republic.  As  all 
regular  mails  are  cut  off,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  inform  you  accurately 
of  the  state  of  affairs,  but  the  large  towns,  except  this,  have  surren- 
dered to  Message  Saget,  the  provisional  commander-in-chief  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  who  is  marching  upon  this  city,  as  is  believed,  with  about 
ten  thousand  men.  If  this  be  true,  the  cause  of  Salnave  is  lost,  as  he 
cannot  have  more  than  one  thousand  effective  troops  at  this  place,  and 
almost  all  the  principal  citizens  and  men  of  property  are  ready  to  join 
the  insurgents  on  their  arrival. 

The  President  receives  no  visitors,  nor  advice  from  any  one,  but  remains 
at  the  palace  surrounded  by  a  strong  guard,  and  declares  that  he  will 
bum  the  town  on  the  arrival  of  Saget,  unless  he  can  repulse  him,  and 
that  we  must  all  perish  together.  I  have  not  seen  an  intelligent  person 
here  who  doubts  that  such  is  his  intention.    •        •        •        •        ♦ 

The  gallery  of  my  house  of  legation  was  fired  into  by  a  soldier  on  the 
12th  instant.  The  bullet  lodged  in  the  roof  of  the  balcony.  I  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Mr.  Delorme  and  use  very  strong  language  by  way  ot 
remonstrance.  He  said  it  was  accidental,  should  not  happen  again,  and 
that  the  offender  should  be  punished,  I  will  say  for  Mr,  Delorme  that 
since  my  letter  to  him  of  the  6th  instant,  a  coi)y  of  which  I  have  sent 
you,  he  has  kept  up  a  strong  police  in  the  city  and  the  streets  have  been 
quiet. 

I  beg  you  to  think  that  my  whole  time  and  cittention  are  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  our  people  here  and  to  the  general  cause  of  good  order. 
The  house  of  legation  i)rotects  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred persons  every  night,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  sleep  there  on  the 
floor  to  keep  the  inmates  quiet. 

You  would  be  surprised  to  witness  the  consternation  that  exists  here. 
They  think  that  I  am  the  only  person  who  can  protect  them  and  insist 
on  my  being  with  them.  Salnave  will  not  allow  us  to  embark  any  of 
the  men  who  are  in  the  house,  and  has  kept  a  giiard  on  the  quay  to  shoot 
any  of  them  who  might  attempt  to  leave  the  city  by  ship.  As'I  cannot 
see  you  to  take  your  advice,  I  am  compelled  to  take  the  best  counsel 
that  I  can  get  here,  and  then  act  on  my  own  judgment.  Fh*mness  alone 
can  avail  anything  in  this  crisis,  and  if  I  heave  hjul  any  fears,  I  have  at 
least  kept  them  to  myself.  I  have  received  but  one  communication  from 
you  since  I  arrived  here.    The  De  Soto  remained  here  twenty-four  hours. 

Repeating  my  earnest  request  that  you  will  send  me  a  ship  of  war,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  HoUister. 


No.  4.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^hingtanj  May  28, 1868. 

Sir  :  Your  painfully  interesting  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  May^  No.  3, 
has  been  received.  The  lawless  condition  of  society  in  Hayti  which  you 
describe  is  a  subject  of  grave  concern  and  deep  regret.  The  proceed- 
ings by  which  you  remonstrated  and  reasoned  with  the  govemmeut  in 
the  interest  of  public  peace  and  safety  at  Port-au-Prince  are  approved. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  receiving  the  first  intimation  of  the 
extreme  revolutionary  disturbances  in  Hayti,  took  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  the  dispatch  of  a  shfp  of  war  to  Port-au-Prince,  to  be  employed, 
if  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

You  request  an  instruction  on  the  subject  of  the  continuance  of  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  asylum  by  the  legation.  The  question  is  attended 
with  much  embarrassment.  The  right  of  a  foreign  legation  to  afford  an 
asylum  to  political  refugees  is  not  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations  as 
applicable  to  civilized  or  constitutionally  organized  states.  It  is  a  prac- 
tice, however,  which,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  is  exercised  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  by  every  civilized  state  in  regard  to  barbarous  or 
semi-barbarous  countries.  The  revolutionary  condition  seemed  to  become 
chronic  in  many  of  the  South  American  nations  after  they  had  achieved 
their  independence,  and  the  United  States,  as  weU  as  the  European 
nations,  recognized  and  maintained  the  right  of  asylum  in  their  inter- 
course with  those  republics.  We  have,  however,  constantly  employed 
our  influence,  for  several  years,  to  meliorate  and  improve  the  politick 
situation  in  these  republics,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  relinquish  the  right 
of  asylum  there.  In  the  year  1867  we  formally  relinquished  and 
renounced  that  right  in  the  republic  of  Peru.  This  government  has  also 
largely  modified  the  exercise  of  that  right  among  some  of  the  Oriental 
nations. 

Thus  we  are  prepared  to  accept  the  opinion  you  have  deliberately 
expressed  that  it  is  no  longer  expedient  to  practice  the  right  of  asylum 
in  the  Haytien  republic.  Nevertheless,  we  should  not  be  willing  to 
relinquish  the  right  abruptly,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  anarchy  which 
seems  to  be  now  prevailing  in  Hayti,  in  the  absence  of  matured  convic- 
tions on  your  part.  Nor  do  we  think  it  expedient  that  it  should  be 
renounced  by  the  United  States  legation  any  sooner  or  in  any  greater 
degree  than  it  is  renounced  by  the  legations  of  the  other  important 
neutral  powers.  With  these  reservations,  the  subject  is  confidently 
left  to  your  own  discreet  judgment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Fort-auPrincey  Sayti,  May  29, 18G8. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  condition  of  this  city  is  grow- 
ing daily  worse.     Yesterday  the  President  burned  down  about  thirty 
houses,  and  threatened  to  fire  into  an  orphan  asylum  where  there  were 
about  sixty  little  girls,  giving  them  only  twenty  minutes  to  leave.    We 
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persuaded  him  at  last  to  give  them  a  reasonable  time.  He  still  declares 
that  he  will  burn  the  city.  Whether  he  will  I  cannot  say,  but  I  shall 
do  my  best  to  prevent  it. '  If  I  had  a  ship  of  war  here,  my  moral  position 
would  be  improved.  I  send  an  extract  from  the  Jamaica  Guardian, 
(May  25,)  relating  to  Mr.  St.  John  and  myself,  stating  things  which  are 
entirely  without  foundation.  We  have  never  attempted  to  interfere  with 
matters  here,  except  as  I  have  informed  you  heretofore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  r^pectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


[From  the  Jamaica  Guardian,  May  35.] 
.  Haytl— ARRrvAL  OF  Her  Majesty's  Steamer  Phcebe. 

Her  Majesty's  steam  frigate  Phoebe,  Captain  Bvthesea,  arriyed  at  Port  Royal  on 
Saturday  evening  from  Port-au-Prince,  whither  she  hacl  been  sent  from  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  by  instnictions  received  at  that  port  per  ''  Caravelle,''  on  the  16th  instant,  from 
Commodore  PhiHemore. 

On  her  arriTal  at  Port-au-Prince  she  found  the  President  entrenched  within  the  city, 
the  reyoIutioniBt«  surrounding  it,  and  encamped  within  eight  miles.  The  President  had 
called  upon  the  inhabitants  to  take  up  arms  in  his  defence,  declaring  that  every  citizen, 
above  the  age  of  eighteen,  who  refused  or  neglected  to  tate  up  arms  for  the  protection 
of  the  government  of  the  dictator,  would  l^  treated  as  a  rebel,  and  punished  accord- 
ingly. A  general  conscription  had  foUowed,  and  about 'five  hundred  men  constituted 
the  national  guard  of  Port-au-Prince. 

The  army  of  Grenerals  Hector  and  Nassage  were  hourly  looked  for,  and  a  dash  upon 
the  capital  was  expected ;  for  this  critical  moment  Salnave  was  preparing,  and  the 
fortifications  around  the  national  palace  which  commanded  the  town  had  been 
strengthened  by  guns  in  front  of  the  palace  gates. 

The  dictatorship  had  been  publicly  proclaimed. 

The  foreign  consuls  still  refused  to  deliver  up  the  refugees  within  the  consulates. 

Her  Majesty's  steamer  Royalist  had  arrived,  but  not  knowing  that  the  insurgents 
bad  got  possession  of  the  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  extinguished  the 
light,  she  got  ashore  in  the  channel,  being  deceived  at  night  by  the  light  of  a  vessel 
in  port,  which  she  mistook  for  that  of  the  light-house. 

The  channel  is  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  Royalist  remained  for  fourteen  hours 
in  the  mud,  without  being  able  to  obtain  any  assistance  whatever ;  she  eventually  got 
off  without  having  sustained  any  iiyury. 

Salnave,  at  the  head  of  a  large  reconnoiterin^  Pftriiy^  h^  marched  from  Port-au- 
Prince,  to  discover  the  position  of  the  revolutionists  who  threatened  him,  but,  after  a 
distressing  march  of  seven  miles,  failed  in  meeting  with  his  adversaries.  During  the 
march  the  troops  of  the  president  were  fired  upon  from  heights  and  from  the  bush, 
where  the  insurgents  concealed  themselves.  The  party,  therefore,  returned  to  Port- 
au-Prince,  with  the  loss  of  about  ninety  men,  in  the  manner  we  have  described. 

Salnave,  however,  determine<l  upon  making  an  attack,  and  he  was  busily  engaged  in 
preparations  for  the  conflict  when  the  Phoebe  left  Port-au-Prince. 

Strong  remonstrances  had  been  made  by  Mr.  St.  John,  the  British  consul,  and  Mr. 
HoLUster,  the  American  minister,  against  the  threatenings  of  the  authorities,  and  par- 
tienlarly  to  the  terms  of  a  proclamation  issued  to  the  effect  that  if  the  citizens  of  Port- 
ia-Prince did  not,  within  two  hours  after  the  promulgation  of  the  order,  present  them- 
nelves  in  arms,  in  front  of  the  palace  gate,  the  most  rigorous  and  determined  measures 
would  be  adopted  against  tiie  city.  The  said  jproolamation  stated  that  this  would  be 
the  last  and  only  notice  the  President  would  ^ve.  No  person  was  permitted  to  leave 
tbe  capital,  and  the  expression  of  opinion  was  prohibitea. 

Mr.  Hollister,  backed  by  the  guns  of  Commodore  Boggs  and  the  United  States  steamer 
De  Soto  informed  the  government  that  it  would  be  neld  responsible  for  any  damage 
that  might  l>e  done  to  the  property  of  peaceful  citizens,  and  for  the  property  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  in  particular.  Salnave  replied  that  the  proclamation  was  issued  with 
the  design  of  frightening  his  own  subjects  into  obedience,  but  that  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  carrying  into  execution  the  threats  which  the  proclamation  held  out. 

When  the  Phcebe  sailed  into  the  waters  of  Port-au-Prince,  there  was  a  great  rejoicing. 

Salnave,  in  an  order  of  the  day,  which  appears  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  16th,  says  the 
revolution  has  been  brought  about  by  correspondence  from  Jamaica,  which  has  influ- 
enced the  opinions  of  the  foreign  press,  run  down  the  govenuiieiit,  and  destroyed  its 
credit 
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Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  8.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port-aurPrincej  Haytij  June  29, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  represent  that  the  danger  from  disease  at 
Mr.  Conard's  house  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  get  a  promise  of  amnesty 
from  President  Sahiave  for  the  safe  departure  of  the  Haytien  women 
and  children,  and  for  their  protection  after  leaving  the  house,  and  his 
consent  that  the  men  by  him  deemed  culpable  might  be  put  on  board 
a  merchant  ship,  quietly  in  the  night  season,  under  an  escort  from  the 
Penobscot,  and  landed  in  New  York.  We  had  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  persons  in  the  house  who  fed  at  our  tables  and  slept  not  only  in  the 

rooms,  halls,  galleries,  and  kitchen,  but  also  in  the  back  yard. 

•  •  «  «  •  •     '  • 

Even  the  consent  that  I  got  from  the  President  was  very  reluctantly 
given,  at  the  solicitation  of  Captain  Eastman,  Mr.  Conard,  and  myself^ 
who  went  to  the  palace  together  to  make  the  arrangement.  The  Presi- 
dent finally  agreed  to  it  as  a  sanitary  measure  and  out  of  personal  regard 
for  me,  for  IVfi.  and  Mrs.  Conard,  and  for  our  government.  I  then  wrote 
Mr.  Conard  a  letter  telling  him  what  was  agreed  upon,  and  at  the  same 
time  told  General  Eomain,  one  of  the  refugees,  that  he  might  remain, 
notwithstanding  the  order,  with  such  of  his*  friends  as  he  thought  most 
in  danger. 

The  next  morning  the  Haytien  refugees  all  left  except  Genend  Romain 
and  six  others,  who  are  still  with  us.  1  knew  the  President  would  jdlow 
me  to  keep  such  as  I  pleased,  and  afterwards  saw  him,  and  he  assented 

to  my  conduct  under  oxir  arrangement. 

•  «««••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtorij  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hollister. 
[Extract.] 

No.  7.]  BeAbtment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  18, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  29th  of  June,  No.  8,  in  which 
you  have  related  the  proceedings  which  you  took  on  a  recent  occasion 
to  relieve  the  consulate  of  an  extraordinary  and  exceedingly  inconve- 
nient number  of  insurrectionary  refugees,  and  of  the  communication 
which  you  held  with  President  Salnave  on  that  subject        ♦        •        • 

I  see  no  reason  to  censure  or  disapprove  of  your  proceedings  men- 
tioned, by  which  you  obtained  relief  from  the  excessive  encumbrance  of 
reftigees.  The  proceeding  is  in  harmony  with  the  instructions  you  have 
received  from  this  department,  and  with  the  settled  policy  of  the  United 
States.  The  practice  of  opening  asylum  in  consular  offices  to  pohtical 
refugees  is  exceptional.  It  is  ^opted  only  in  intercourse  with  States 
imperfectly  constituted  and  established,  and  it  rests  for  its  vindication 
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not  upon  principles  of  international  law,  but  only  upon  laudable  senti- 
mente  of  humanity. 

In  all  cases  the  exercise  of  the  right  should  be  attended  as  far  as  pos- 
sible with  delicacy  towards  the  State  coneenied,  and  with  forbearairce 
from  all  appearance  of  arrogance  and  dictation.  The  imperfect  know- 
ledge we  have  of  the  existing  crisis  in  Hayti  gives  us  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  3^ou  have  either  compromised  the  national  honor,  or  done  vio- 
lence to  the  interests  of  liberty  and  humanity. 

•  •  *  f  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gideon  H.  Hojllisteb,  Esq.,  d^c,  d^c,  die. 


Mr,  Sollister  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Port-aHrFrince,  August  10,  1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  our  situation  here  is  still  very  crit- 
ical. The  presence  of  Captain  Eastman  in  this  port  has  enabled  me  to 
maintain  my  position,  as  well  with  the  government  as  with  those  who 
are  trying  to  overthrow  it.  Without  being  able  to  hear  from  you,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  act  on  my  own  judgment,  and  have  done,  in  my  ofi&cial 
character,  just  what  I  would  have  done  in  my  own  private  affairs. 

I  ask,  as  a  special  favor  to  President  Salnave,  and  to  me,  in  behalf  of 
the  interest  of  both  republics,  that  you  will  intercede  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  that  Mr.  Melville,  of  the  "United  States  ship  of  war  Penob- 
scot, may  be  detached  from  active  service  for  the  period  of  two  years.  I 
assiue  you  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  cause  of  humanity  and  civilization 
responds  to  this  request. 

Salnave  is  the  only  man  in  Hayti  fit  to  govern  the  country.  The 
common  people  love  him  as  their  protector  and  friend.  He  has  belen 
obliged  to  do  what  we  did  in  our  rebellion,  and  has  shot,  for  base  treach- 
ery, a  few  persons  who  were  better  dead  than  alive.  Perhaps  I  was  in 
the  wrong,  but  I  have  interceded  in  behalf  of  others.  The  executions 
wkich  have  taken  place,  as  the  President  assures  me,  were  not  in  retali- 
ation for  the  murder,  in  cold  blood,  of  live  or  six  hundred  common  peo- 
ple, some  of  whom  were  womei^shot  by  the  insurrectionary  chiefs. 

The  state  of  things  here,  sir,  is  truly  horrible,  and  something  positive 
must  be  done  for  tlus  desolated  country.  The  poor  people  are  suffering 
beyond  what  I  can  tell  you  of.  Commercial  interests  are  nearly  de- 
stroyed, and  unless  decisive  measures  are  taken  by  the  only  power  which 
can  desire  to  have  any  relations  with  the  island,  except  to  plunder  its 
people,  everything  that  belongs  to  a  nationality  is  lost. 
^  I  refer  you,  sir,  to  a  letter  of  this  date,  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Savy,  by  Captain  Eastman,  of  the  Penobscot,  to  confirm  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Stute^  WasMiigtan,  D,  C. 
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Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr.  Seward- 
'^  [Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port-au-Prince^  Hayiij  S^tember  7, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  city  of  Port-au-Prince  is  again 
•quiet.  General  Faubert  has  evacuated  La  Coupe,  leaving  ail  his  artillerj 
in  the  hands  of  the  President.  For  miles  around  the  country  is  in  abso- 
lute possession  of  the  government.  I  hope  this  state  of  things  will  con- 
tinue. I  also  desire  to  state  that  I  have  just  completed  a  little  round  of 
visits  to  my  consuls  and  commercial  agents  at  St.  Marcs,  Gk>naive8,  and 
Cape  Hay tien,  and  found  everything  in  as  good  order  as  could  be  expected 
to  exist  during  a  period  of  insurrectionary  war.  1  have  been  much  com- 
plained of  in  the  smaller  ports  for  not  visiting  them  more  and  giving 
them  the  presence  of  a  ship  of  war,  but  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  take  the  ship  away  from  Port-au-Prince  until  affairs  here  were 
in  a  more  settled  state;  so  I  have  embraced  this  opportunity  to  make 
these  visits  while  there  was  a  lull  here. 

On  my  return  we  put  into  the  harbor  of  St.  Nicholas  Mole,  and  I  thought 
you  might  like  to  know  the  observations  which  Commander  Lrwin^  of  the 
Gettysburg,  and  I  made  of  the  harbor  and  its  surroundings  during  the 
few  hours  that  we  spent  there.  I  desired  to  have  the  government  in 
possession  of  the  opinion  of  a  candid  and  experienced  naval  officer,  such 
as  I  believe  him  to  be,  and  I  thought  it  woidd  be  worth  while  to  follow 
his  suggestions  and  take  the  soundings  of  such  parts  of  the  harbor  as 
were  not  to  be  found  on  the  old  French  charts.  Perhaps  you  have  not 
seen  the  mole,  and  I  therefore  venture  a  little  description  of  it,  although 
it  is  so  out  of  the  way  of  the  ordinary  works  of  nature  that  words  can- 
not do  it  justice.  The  mole  proper  must  be  more  than  three  miles  long, 
is  almost  of  uniform  height,  and  at  a  distance  looks  like  some  vast  Roman 
wall.  It  is  mainly  composed  of  limestone.  Before  you  come  to  it^  as 
you  enter  from  the  west.  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  on  your  right,  is  the  nrst 
object  that  commands  your  attention.  It  is  magnificently  bold  and 
volcanic-looking,  and  clouds  always  hide  the  summit^  so  that  you  cannot 
well  judge  of  its  height.  The  harbor  may  be  said  to  begin  where  the 
mole  and  the  cape  are  at  opposite  points.  In  fact  the  cape  proper  begiils 
nearly  opposite  the  mole.  At  this  point  the  cape  rises  from  the*  water 
in  a  series  of  natural  terraces,  at  proper  distances  for  the  mounting  of 
guns.  The  first  three  seem  as  level  as  a  house  floor.  The  others  are 
more  rugged.  I  think  there  are  six  in  all.  As  you  enter  the  harbor  the 
mole  is  on  your  left,  and  it  stretches  siong  between  the  ocean  and  tlie 
harbor,  until  it  meets  a  little  neck  of  land  which  protects  the  inner  har- 
bor from  the  ocean  on  the  east.  The  village  is  of  little  consequence 
except  to  show  how  snug  and  cool  and  healthy  a  town  would  be  on  that 
site.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  hand  as  you  go  in,  almost  at  the  entrance 
of  the  inner  harbor.  Just  beyond  the  village^  and  before  entering  the 
little  harbor,  is  an  old  French  fort  and  magazine  in  a  good  state  of  pre- 
servation. The  outer  harbor  is  almost  too  deep  for  anchorage  in  some 
places,  but  protected  enough  from  storms  for  that  purpose,  and  would 
hold  all  the  fleets  of  the  world.  Just  in  ftx)nt  of  the  fort,  and  for  one- 
third  of  a  mile  further  in,  is  a  beautiful  sand  beach  shaped  like  a  crescent, 
and  back  of  it  a  plateau  extending  to  the  mountain  in  the  rear  from  a 
quarter  to  a  half  of  a  mile  in  width.  Commander  Irwin  took  the  sound- 
ings all  along  this  beach,  and  they  ranged  in  accordance  with  a  little 
chart  marked  A,  prepared  under  his  direction,  which  I  herewith  send  you. 
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Hie  whole  of  tliis  part  of  the  harbor  has  a  sand  bottom,  and  the  water 
is  80  clear  that  1  could  see  the  tofts  of  sponge  and  the  little  fish  at  a  depth 
of  eight  fathoms.  The  whole  length  of  this  beach  above  described  coidd 
be  nmde  into  a  perfect  wharf  by  driving  piles  into  the  water  at  a  depin 
demanded  by  any  kind  of  ship,  and  filling  in  from  the  shore,  so  that  all 
classes  of  vessels  could  be  ^tened  there  by  cables  in  perfect  safety. 
The  table  land  behind  the  proposed  wharf  would  be  entirely  practicable 
for  building  purposes,  and  behind  the  plateau  are  stone  quarries  on  the 
mountain  side  for  building  materials.  Besides  this,  near  by,  a  river  of 
good  fresh  water  could  be  made  available  with  little  expense,  and  con- 
nected with  any  enterprise,  either  naval  or  otherwise.  This  river  would 
also  supply  the  city  if  it  were  fifty  times  as  large  as  it  is.      •      *      * 

It  is  as  healthy  a  place  as  Newport.  I  slept  on  the  hurricane  deck  in 
a  cot,  under  an  awning,  all  night,  and  was  obliged  to  protect  myself  with 
a  double  blanket,  and  had  a  £ie  fresh  breeze  blowing  in  my  face. 

The  inner  harbor  is  so  remote  from  the  end  of  the  mole  that  it  is  'per- 
fecUy  land  locked  by  it.  Aside  from  this,  the  mainland  which  forms 
1M»  httle  pocket  projects  far  into  the  water,  leaving  a  deep  and  narrow 
diannel,  but  wide  enough  for  the  passage  of  ships.  After  you  get  in, 
you  can  hardly  persuade  yourself  that  you  are  not  on  a  little  country 
lake  surrounded  by  bold  shores.  Ships  can  anchor  any  and  everywhere 
in  this  basin,  according  to  their  size.  The  commander  went  over  its 
whole  surface  and  took  the  soundings  where  he  thought  it  necessary,  and 
found  them  to  correspond  essentially  witii  the  old  French  chart  made  1 
dont  know  how  many  years  ago. 

The  outer  h^bor  itself,  with  a  battery  on  the  end  of  the  mole  and  bat- 
teries on  the  terraces  of  the  cape,  is  perfectly  unassailable.    Besides,  no 
ship  could  anchor  outside  the  mole  or  outside  the  isthmus  before' 
described,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  troops,  as  it  is  a  wild  coast,  and  the 
waters  are  without  soundings. 

Aside  from  this,  both  the  mole  and  isthmus  are  insurmountable,  the 
mole  being  about  eighty  feet  high,  and  the  other,  on  the  ocean  side, 
I  should  judge  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  high.  The  back  country  a  few 
miles  from  the  village  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  fertile,  and  the  whole 
neighborhood  is  salubrious.        ••••••• 

1  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  firmness  and 
judicious  advice  of  Commander  Irwin  as  well  here  as  in  all  other  ports 
which  we  have  lound  it  necessary  to  visit,  have  aided  me  here  materially 
in  allaying  the  bad  passions  of  the  contending  parties,  and  in  giving 
whatever  support  it  is  proper  for  us  to  give  to  a  friendly  power. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  G.  H.  HOLLISTER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StaUy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hollister  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

^'^o.  10.]  Legation  op  the  XJnited  States, 

Port-avrPrincey  Hayti^  September  22, 1868. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received  your  two  dis- 
patches, Nos.  7  and  8,  and  that  I  shall  strictly  follow  the  suggestions 
which  I  find  in  them.  •  •  •  • 
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There  can  be,  in  my  opinion,  no  doubt  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
government  here  in  putting  down  the  rebellion.  The  Haytien  ship 
of  war  Alexandre  Petion,  which  has  been  so  long  detained  in  the  United 
States,  arrived  on  the  19th  instant,  and  on  the  20th  instant  went  to 
Petit  Goave  and  sunk  the  Sylvain,  a  government  ship  which  had  been 
betrayed,  and  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  insurrectionists.  The  boats 
of  the  Alexandre  Petion  picked  up  and  saved  about  seventy  of  the  crew 
of  the  Sylvain.    A  few  were  drowned  and  a  few  swam  ashore. 

The  Alexandre  Petion  also  found  at  the  same  place  the  Libert^, 
another  ship  of  war,  which  had  been  in  a  similar  manner  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  revolutionists,  and  fired  on  her,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
shots  received  would  have  sunk  her,  had  she  not  got  ashore  and  been 
burnt  by  those  who  had  charge  of  her.  As  these  two  ships,  so  destroyed, 
constituted  the  entire  naval  force  of  those  who  are  in  ai:ms  against  the 
government,  and  as  the  president  has  recently  fitted  up  a  new  ship  of 
war,  and  as  the  armament  of  the  Alexandre  Petion  is  quite  formidable, 
he  will  be  able  to  reach  the  headquarters  of  every  insurrectionary  chief 
in  any  seaport  of  the  country.  I  have,  therefore,  no  doubt  that  he  will  soon 
retake  Meragoane,  Jeremie,  Aux-Oaye«,  Jacmel,  and  St.  Marc  The  other 
ports  inthehandsof  those  acting  against  him areofminorimportance  and 
must  soon  fall.  In  this  way  the  seaboard  of  the  whole  country  will,  I 
think,  very  soon  be  opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  business 
will  be  restored.  Still,  the  situation  is  quite  critical.  I  will  keep  you 
advised,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  aflfairs  here,  and  I  beg  you  to 
think  that  in  relation  to  contending  parties  I  shall  not  interm^dle  or 
do  anything  not  authorized  by  the  known  policy  of  our  government  I 
do  not  disguise  from  you  the  fact  that  my  sympathies  have  for  a  long 
time  been  with  President  Salnave.  1  do  not  think  that  any  one  of  the 
chiefs  in  arms  against  him  could  manage  the  affairs  of  the  country  any 
better  than  he  does,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  he  is  the 
tyrant  and  murderer  that  he  is  represented  to  be  by  his  enemies.  His 
principal  fault,  on  the  contrary,  appears  to  be  that  he  has  been  too  credu- 
lous in  putting  his  ships  and  forts  into  the  charge  of  persons  who  have 
betrayed  their  trust,  and  that  he  has  been  more  forgiving  than  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  would  have  been  under  similar  circumstances 
during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  He  is  certainly  a  man  of 
marked  ability,  great  determination,  and  force  of  chnracter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtanj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Sollister  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  13.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Port-au-Prince,  Hayti,  October  21, 1868. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Haytien  corvette  Alexandre 
Petion  arrived  in  this  port  on  or  about  the  23d  September  last,  and  at 
once  proceeded,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Nickells,  an  American 
citizen,  to  the  port  of  Petit  Gk)ave,  with  the  President  on  board,  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing  the  two  ships  Sylvain  and  Libert^,  which  were  in 
possession  of  the  rebels.  He  went  within  easy  range  of  the  Sylvain  with 
the  American  flag  flying  at  the  peak  of  his  ship,  thus  using  oiu:  colors 
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as  a  decoy  to  deceive  the  officers  of  the  Sylvain.  As  soon  as  he  was 
R'ady  for  action,  he  instantly  hauled  down  the  Am^ican  flag  and 
hoisted  the  Haytien  colors,  opening  fire  on  the  Sylvain  at  the  samc^ 
moment.  This  aflair  has  caused  much  excitement  in  the  country,  and 
all  the  rebel  chiefs  have  written  to  me  in  regard  to  it,  some  of  them  in 
a  threatening  way,  and  intimating  that  our  flag  would  not  be  respected 
by  them  unless  the  thing  was  explained.  Of  course  I  have  not  felt  at 
liberty  to  reply  to  their  letters,  but  I  have  written  to  our  vice-consuls 
and  other  officers  residing  in  the  ports  held  by  the  rebels,  stating  that  I 
considered  such  a  use  of  the  American  colors  improper,  and  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  civilized  nations  upon  the  high  seas,  and  authorizing 
those  officers  to  say  to  such  persons  as  they  might  see  lit  to  communicate 
with,  that  such  was  my  opinion ;  also  to  say  that  I  should  immediately 
take  your  advice  upon  the  subject,  and  if  I  found  that  1  was  wrong,  I 
should  inform  them  by  the  first  mail. 

1  have  also  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Pate,  the  secretary  of  foreign 
affairs,  in  relation  to  the  matter  above  communicated.  He  did  not 
claim  to  approve  of  what  had  been  done,  but  seemed  disposed  to  think 
that  1  had  been  misinformed  in  regard  to  the  facts.  I  am  sure  that  I 
have  stated  them  correctly,  for  I  have  them  &om  Captain  Nickells  him- 
sdt   Please  advise  me  in  the  premises. 

On  the  oth  instant,  the  American  steamship  Maratanza  arrived  in  this 
iwrt.  She  had  been  sent  Jiere  by  Messrs.  A.  S.  &  W.  G.  Lewis,  of  Bos- 
ton, to  be  sold  to  the  government,  if  terms  could  be  agreed  upon.  As 
it  was  necessary  for  me  to  visit  our  consular  agent  at  Jeremie,  and  as  I 
could  not  ask  the  commanders  of  the  British,  French,  or  Spanish  ships 
of  war  constantly  kept  here,  and  as  I  had  no  American  ship  to  carry 
me,  I  begged  the  privilege  of  going  on  board  the  Maratanza,  with  the 
promise  that  I  should  be  landed  at  Jeremie  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
When  we  arrived  off  Jeremie,  we  found  that  the  Alexandre  Petion  was  , 
there,  with  the  President  on  board,  bombarding  the  town.  I  asked  to  be 
sent  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce,  in  order  that  I  might  see  Mr.  Wie- 
uer,  and  assist  him  in  protecting  American  interests.  I  was  told  by  the 
captain  of  the  ship  that  he  could  not  comply  with  my  request,  as  he 
was  informed  by  the  captain  of  the  Alexandre  Petion  that  the  rebels  in 
port  had  fired  upon  a  flag  of  truce  the  day  before,  and  that  he  would  not 
be  responsible  for  my  safety,  or  that  of  his  men,  if  I  attempted  to  go 
ashore.  Within  a  few  hours  the  President  came  on  board  the  Mara- 
tanza, and,  soon  after,  I  was  informed  that  the  government  of  Haytihad 
bought  the  sliip.  The  American  colors  were  at  once  hauled  down,  and 
replaced  by  the  Haytien  flag.  Not  long  after,  I  saw  preparations  were 
being  made  on  board  for  bombarding  the  town.  I  requested  the  officers 
of  the  ship  not  to  do  it  until  I  could  be  landed,  if  not  at  Jeremie,  at 
some  other  convenient  place.  They  disregarded  my  request,  and  opened 
upon  the  town,  discharging,  I  think,  eight  shots. 

1  am  informed  by  Mr.  Wiener  that  five  hundred  and  seventy- five  shells 
have  been  thrown  into  the  place  with  very  little  damage. 

The  President  left  Port-au-Prince  yesterday,  as  is  supposed,  for  Jere- 
mie, and  it  is  thought  that  his  intention  was  to  renew  the  attack.  I 
would  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  it  is  possible,  to  send  me  a  ship  of  war, 
iu  order  that  I  may  visit  Jacmel,  Aux  Cayes,  Jeremie,  Miragoane,  St. 
3Iarc,  and  all  other  places  where  there  are  American  interests  to  be  pro- 
tected. It  seems  more  important  now  than  heretofore  that  I  should  have 
such  a  ship.  AU  the  other  powers  represented  here  regard  it  as  highly 
innK)rtant  to  their  citizens  that  they  should  be  so  protected,  and  our 
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interests  here  are  much  more  important  than  theirs.    1  will  advise  you 
from  time  to  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  HOLLISTER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtany  D.  C. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  HolUster. 

No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofiy  November  2, 1868. 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  translation  of  a  communication  to  this  department  of 
the  30th  of  September  last,  from  Jacmel,  signed  by  L.  Tanismaineand 
ten  others,  calling  themselves  the  committee  of  public  safety,  and  of  a 
protest  which  accompanied  it,  represented  to  have  been  addressed  to 
youj  against  a  bombardment,  on  the  20th  of  September,  of  the  town  of 
Petit  Goave,  and  the  sinking  of  two  war  steamers,  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  Libert^,  by  a  war  steamer  under  the  American  flag.  The 
destruction  of  these  vessels  by  the  Alexandre  Petion  is  mentioned  in 
your  dispatch  No.  10,  of  the  22d  of  September,  which,  however,  is 
silent  ui>on  the  subject  of  the  bombanlmeut  of  Petit  Ooave. 

It  is  supposed  tihat  the  committee  of  public  safety  referred  to  may 
wish  it  to  be  believed  that  because  the  Alexandre  Petion  did,  as  they 
allege,  fly  the  United  States  flag  upon  that  occasion,  this  government  is 
responsible  therefor.  They  consequently  threaten  to  take  severe 
measures  against  all  vessels  under  that  flag,  until  justice  shall  have 
been  done  them.  This  department  has  no  other  information  than  that 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  committee,  that  the  Alexandre  Petion  did 
fly  our  flag.  If^  however,  the  statement  of  the  committee  should  be 
true,  the  act  referred  to  was  probably  adopted  as  a  stratagem  of  war. 
You  will  make  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and  if  you  should  ascertain 
that  the  statement  is  well  founded,  you  will  address  a  note  to  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs  of  Hayti,  protesting  against  a  proceeding  which 
was  unauthorized,  and  which  may  lead  to  a  fidflllment  of  the  threat 
referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Esq.,  i£o.,  dkc.,  &c. 


Mr,  Sa'MMine  to  Mr,  Seward, 
fXranalatioiL] 

Republic  of  Hatti, 

Jacmelf  September  30, 1866. 
Ommittee  qf  public  9afeihf  of  ike  dieirioi  to  kU  excetlenojf  the  eeoretary  of  etette  for  for^ 

affaire  at  Washington : 

We  have  the  honor  to  send  you  with  this  packet,  copy  of  a  protest  which  we  have 
made  known  to  the  consnl  general  of  the  United  States  at  Port-au-Prince. 

We  expect  Justice  from  the  great  nation  which  is  at  the  head  of  the  civilization  oi 
the  New  World. 
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# 
Yon  will  blame,  no  doubt,  the  anbeard-of  act  which  haa  been  committed  by  a  ship 
of  war  imder  the  American  flag^  against  a  city  of  the  republic,  which  by  the  ties  which 
connect  it  with  the  great  Amencan  nation,  by  the  sympathies  which  exist  between  the 
two  countries,  has  a  licht  to  its  entire  protection. 

Tonr  excellency  wiU  not  allow  the  flag  of  the  noble  nation,  your  care  of  which  is 
well  known  to  all,  to  cover  the  misdeeds  of  General  Salnave,  who,  notwithstanding 
^  strongly  expressed  will  of  the  mtgority  of  the  Haytien  people,  tries  by  all  means 
tokeepin  power. 

We  are  your  excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

L.  SANISAINE, 
Yioe-Preaident  of  the  Committee,  and  ten  oiher$. 
His  Excellency  the  Sbcretaby  of  State,  Waakington, 


[Tnuulation.] 

Republic  of  Hayti, 

Jacmely  September  30, 1868. 

Tie  commttee  of  public  at^fety  of  the  district  to  the  oomuI  general  of  the  United  States  at 

PorUaurPrinoe : 

Mr.  Consul  Gexebal:  The  town  of  Petit  Croave  has  been  the  victim  of  an  act  of 
hostility  on  the  part  of  a  war  steamer  under  the  American  flag.  The  20th  instant,  an 
anned  packet  boat,  bearing  the  American  flag,  entered  the  i)ort  of  Petit  Goave,  which 
without  doubt  is  known  to  you  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  revolutionists  that  succeeded 
in  an  the  departments  of  the  south,  all  of  the  north,  a  great  part  of  those  of  the  east 
and  of  the  west. 

Hie  people  of  Petit  Goave  had  no  alarm  at  the  sight  of  the  flaj^  of  a  friendly  power, 
a  power  with  which  Hayti  had  relations  of  commerce  and  friendship.  This  vessel 
came  to  anchor  close  to  two  of  our  war  steamers,  the  22d  of  December  and  the  Liberte, 
and  raddenly  opened  fire  upon  them ;  sunk  them  in  a  short  time,  and  bombarded  th^ 
town  of  Petit  Uoave,  which  it  reduced  in  part  to  ashes. 

We  now  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  against  this  unjustifiable  act,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  demand  justice  from  the  government  vou  represent. 

This  justice,  we  hope,  will  be  done  by  the  eminently  civilized  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  deed  done  at  Petit  Goave,  where  a  war  vessel  under  the  American 
flag  was  guilty,  will  compel  us,  you  know,  Mr.  Consul,  to  take  severe  measures  against 
aQ  Tessels  under  that  flas  until  justice  be  done  to  us. 

Accept,  Mr.  ConsulGeneral,  the  assurance  of  our  high  consideration. 

C.  BRUN, 
N.  MODE, 

D.  BERGERON, 

C.  LARGE, 

A.  FLAMBERT, 
P.  JASMIN, 
DARRIGRAND, 

D.  J.  LOUIS, 

B.  MAZAC, 

U.  LAi^ONTANT. 
The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee, 

L.  SANISAINE. 
TiQib  copy  z 

C.  LABIDOU, 


The  CovBUL  Qekbbal  qf  the  Umted  States,  Port-au-Prince, 


ry. 


Mr,  Soltister  to  Mr.  Seward* 

Kg,  15.]  LEGATION  OP'THB  UNITED  STATES, 

Port-aurPrince^  Haytij  November  6,"  1868, 
SiB:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  state  that  the  government  of  Hayti  has  noti- 
ited  me  that  several  ports  of  this  country  will  be  bombarded  at  any  time 
after  the  Slst  of  October  last,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President.    I  have 
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sent  to  the  secretary  of  state  a  written  remonstrance  against  such  a 
proceeding  without  giving  twenty-four  hours'  notice  of  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  the  bombardment.  This  remonstrance  seemed  necessary,  as  I 
had  no  ships  of  war  to  protect  American  rights  in  any  of  the  ports  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  the  government,  as  above  stated.  If  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  the  towns  thus  exposed,  I  think  I  could  save  many 
lives  and  much  property;  as  it  is,  I  am  x>owerless.  The  British  gofem- 
ment  has  ordei-ed  a  ship  of  war  to  remain  here,  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  St 
John,  until  the  insurrection  is  brought  to  a  close.  The  same  order  \m 
been  made  by  the  governments  of  France  and  Spain.  As  it  is,  I  shu 
obliged  to  remain  here  and  await  the  result.  I  earnestly  beg  you,  if  it 
is  possible,  to  send  me  the  Gettysburg  or  Penobscot,  or  some  other  means 
of  conveyance,  so  that  I  may  visit  Jacmel,  Petit  Goave,  Jeremie,  Am 
Cayes,  St.  Marc  Gonaives,  and  Cape  Haytien,  and,  if  i)ossible,  prevent 
the  loss  of  life  and  the  destruction  of  property  which  is  very  likely  to 
follow.  I  do  not  wish  to  cavil  at  the  policy  of  the  Haytien  government, 
or  to  complain  of  the  construction  put  upon  the  law  recognized  by  civil- 
ized nations  in  such  a  case :  I  leave  that  to  your  judgments  At  the  same 
time,  I  could  do  no  less  than  remonstrate.  I  think  that  Salnave  is  cer- 
tain to  succeed,  and  is  the  only  man  here  who  is  fit  to  rule  the  countiy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfidly,  your  ol>edient  servant, 
i  Q.  H.  HOLLISTEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  8tatey  Washington^  D,  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hollister. 

No.  15.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  10, 1868. 
Sir:  I  recur  to  your  dispatch  of  the  21st  of  October,  No.  13,  in  which 
you  mention  that  on  the  5th  of  October  last  the  United  States  steam- 
ship Maratanza  arrived  at  Port-au-Prince,  having  been  sent  by  Messrs. 
A.  S.  and  W.  G.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  to  be  sold  to  the  government^  if  terms 
could  be  agreed  upon.  You  further  mention  that  it  ^  a«  found  necessary 
for  you  to  visit  our  consular  agents  at  Jeremie,  and,  insomuch  as  yon 
could  not  ask  commanders  of  certain  foreign  ships  of  war  to  convey  yon 
there,  and  had  no  American  ship  of  war  to  carry  you,  that  you  therefore 
obtained  a  passage  on  the  Maratanza,  with  the  promise  that  you  should 
be  landed  at  Jeremie  for  that  purpose.  You  further  mention  that  on 
arriving  off  Jeremie  you  found  that  the  Alexandre  Petion  was  there, 
with  the  President  on  board,  bombarding  the  town ;  that  you  asked  to 
be  sent  on  shore  that  you  might  assist  in  protecting  American  interests; 
that  the  captain  of  the  Maratanza  declined  your  request,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the  captain  of  the  Alexandre  Pe- 
tion that  the  rebels  in  port  had  fired  upon  a  flag  of  truce  the  day  befwe, 
and  that  he,  the  captain  of  the  Maratanza,  would  not  be  resi>onsible  for 
your  safety  or  that  of  his  men  if  you  attempted  to  go  ashore;  that  the 
President  of  Hayti  then  came  on  board  the  Maratanza,  and  you  were 
soon  aft§r  informed  that  the  Haytien  government  had  bought  that  ship : 
that  the  United  States  colors  were  then  at  once  hauled  down  ana 
replaced  by  the  Haytien  flag,  and  immediate  preparations  were  made  for 
bombarding  the  town ;  that  you  requested  the  officers  of  the  ships  to 
refrain  from  their  attack  untU  you  could  be  landed,  if  not  in  Jereoode,  at 
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isome  other  convenient  place;  that  your  request  was  disregarded,  and 
that  the  captain,  while  you  were  thus  detained  on  board,  fired  upon  the 
iowiXj  discharging  eight  shots. 

Froul  this  statement  it  would  appear  that  you  embarked  on  board  a 
United  States  vessel  which  you  were  aware  at  the  time  was  proceeding 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  there  to  the  Haytien  government,  to  be 
lui^as  a  ship  of  war.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  you  trusted  in  the 
g:ood  faith  of  the  commander  to  resi>ect  your  official  character  and  the 
ueutRdity  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  you  should  remain  on 
board  as  a  passenger.  The  result,  however,  proves  that  you  were  mis- 
taken in  that  confidence.  Your  proceeding  must,  therefoie,  be  regarded 
as  very  indiscreet,  and  one  which  must  not  be  repeated  hereafter.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  captain  of  the  Maratauza  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  His  conduct  on  the  occasion  is  inexcusable,  and  proper 
measures  will  be  taken  for  the  punishment  of  the  offense  which  he  com- 
mitted by  your  detention,  and  by  engaging  in  the  assault  upon  that 
occiusion. 

The  President  of  Hayti,  having  been  present  and  commanding  on 
board  the  Maratanza,  the  United  States  must  hold  the  Haytien  govern- 
ment responsible  for  your  unlawful  detention,  under  the  circumstances 
mentionetl,  on  board  the  Maratanza. 

You  will  address  a  letter  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which 
vou  will  inform  him  that  the  United  States  will  expect  an  early  explana- 
tion, with  due  atonement,  for  the  injury  thus  committed  by  the  President 
of  the  Haytien  Republic. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Hollister. 

No.  16.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  10, 1868. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  21st  of  October  has  been  received.  You 
mention  that  the  Haytien  corvette  Alexandre  Petion  arrived  at  Port- 
au-Prince  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  and  at  once  proceeded,  under  the 
('oniDiand  of  Captain  Nickells,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  the  port 
of  Petit  Goave,  with  the  President  On  board,  for  the  purpose  of  captur- 
in^r  the  two  ships,  Sylvain  and  Libert45,  which  were  in  possession  of  the 
rebels ;  that  he  went  within  easy  range  of  the  Sylvain,  with  the  Ameri- 
can flag  flying  at  the  i>eak  of  the  ship,  thus  using  our  colors  as  a  decoy 
U)  deceive  the  officers  of  the  Sylvain ;  that  as  soon  as  he  was  ready  for 
action,  he  instantly  hauled  down  the  American  flag  and  hoisted  the 
Haytien  colors,  oi>eniug  fire  upon  the  Sylvain  at  the  same  time.  You 
mention  that  you  have  written  to  our  vice-consul  and  other  officers 
residing  in  the  ports  held  by  the  rebels,  stating  that  you  considered 
Hiich  a  use  of  the  American  colors  improper,  and  contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  civilized  nations  upon  the  high  seas,  and  authorizing  those  officers 
to  say  to  such  persons  as  they  might  see  fit  to  communicate  with,  that 
this  was  your  opinion ;  also  to  say  that  you  should  immediately  lake  my 
advice  ui)on  the  subject.  You  mention  also  that  you  remonstrated  with 
Mr.  Pate,  the  Haytien  secretary  of  foreign  aflairs,  in  relation  to  the  same 
matter. 

24  D  0 — VOL.  n 
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You  were  entirely  ri^ht  in  denouncing  the  conduct  of  Captain  Nickells, 
as  also  you  were  right  in  remonstrating  with  the  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs  in  relation  to  the  matter.  It  is  manifest,  firom  your  report 
of  the  transaction,  that  President  Salnave,  if  he  did  not  command  it 
himself,  at  least  permitted  the  abuse  of  the  XTnited  States  flag  oa  that 
occasion,  a  proceeding  by  which  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  United 
States  are  greatly  offended.  You  will,  therefore,  immediately  addi^  a 
communication  to  the  Haytien  government,  asking  an  early  explanation, 
with  due  satisfaction  for  that  disrespectful  and  untriendly  proceeding. 
An  inquiry  will  be  instituted,  with  a  view  to  a  punishment  of  Captain 
Nickells  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  dtc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hollister. 

No.  17.]  Department  of  State, 

Wmhingtorij  December  5, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  15,  of  the  5th  November,  has  been  received. 
In  reply,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  received 
by  this  department  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  your  dispatch  had  been  referred.  You  will  perceive  therefirom 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Navy  Department  to  assign  another 
vessel  to  Haytien  waters. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Gideon  H.  Hollister,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  DEPARTMEirr, 
Wa»hingtonj  December  3, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instaDt,- 
inclosing  copy  6f  a  dispatch  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Port-au-Prince,  relative 
to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  island  of  Hayti,  and  tlio  want  of  protection  to  the  iuter- 
est*  of  American  citizens  there. 

The  naval  force  having  been  reduced,  to  comply  with  an  act  of  Concnre«w,  Rear- 
Admiral  Hoif  is  restricted  in  his  operations.    A  single  vessel  is  probably  all  that  can 
be  assigned  to  Haytien  waters,  and  the  Nipsic  is  now  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Ximf. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Waskingtonj  D.  C. 


HAYTIEN  LEGATION 

Mr.  Raester  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.^ 

New  York,  No.  132  Front  Street, 

August  24, 1868. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  emissaries 
fix)m  the  rebels  of  Hayti  have  lately  arriv^  in  this  city,  and  among 
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them  is  a  person  named  Dejoie,  ex-commander  of  tlie  Haytien  dispatch- 
boat  Libert^,  which  he  treacherously  delivered  to  the  enemy  in  exchange 
for  anns  and  munitions  of  war,  to  be  used  against  the  constitutional 
government  of  the  country ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  treaty  and  the 
good  relations  existing  between  the  republic  of  the  United  States  and 
tie  government  of  Ha}*ti,  I  must  ask  you  to  give  orders  prohibiting  the 
cleaftnce  from  this  port,  or  any  other  in  the  United  States,  of  all  arms^ 
munitions,  or  contraband  of  war,  intended  to  foment  or  supply  the 
rebellion  in  Hayti, 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Moniteur  Haitien,  containing  the  decree 
of  my  government  in  relation  to  the  two  vessels,  Libertd  and  Sylvain, 
which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  are  now  used  for 
committing  all  sorts  of  depredations  upon  the  coast. 

Please  accept  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  RAESTER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  <fec.,  cfcc.,  die. . 


[From  the  Moniteur  Haitien,  of  the  15th  of  August,  1868.] 
DECREE. 

8YLVAIN  8AI.NAVE,  PRESIDENT  OF  HAYTI. 

Whereas  a  few  ambitious  persons,  regardless  of  the  responsibility  of  cansing  disor- 
der, pillage,  arson,  and  other  crimes  in  the  state,  have  excited  a  rebellion  and  seized 
the  two  national  war  vessels,  Sylvain  and  Libert^,  to  commit  depredations  at  sea  as 
they  are  doing  on  lanA,  by  nsing  those  vessels  to  rob  innocent  vessels,  to  their  own 
advantage,  and  to  the  damage  oi  general  interests : 

And,  considering  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  known  the  iivjury  those  vessels  are 
doing  to  commerce,  and  to  retake  them  as  soon  as  possible ; 

Annooncing  that  the  laws  punish  piracy  by  death,  and  the  law  of  nations  sanctions 
every  measure  for  the  suppression  of  such  crimes ; 

By  the  advice  and  counsel  of  our  cabinet,  we  decree  as  foUows : 

Abticle  1.  Let  the  vessels  Sylvain  and  Libert^,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and 
nscd  against  the  government  of  the  republic,  and  in  depredations  on  our  coast,  be 
ietzed  wherever  found,  and  punished  as  pirates. 

Abt.  2.  Everj-  armed  vessel  is  authorized  to  attack  and  capture  them  as  lawful 
IMizes. 

Art.  3.  The  present  decree  shall  be  published  and  promulgated  b^  the  secretary  of 
state^  and  the  minister  of  war  and  marine  is  charged  with  its  execution. 

Dont  at  the  national  palace,  in  Port  au  Prince,  this  11th  day  of  August,  1868,  in  the 
aixty-tifth  year  of  independence. 

S.  SALNAVE. 
By  the  President : 

N.  RiGAUD, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^c,  ^c. 
A-  Tate, 

Secretary  of  Finance^  ^c,  ^-c. 
HiLAiRB  Jean  Pierre, 

Secretary  of  JmtUxy  Public  Education^  and  Worship,  jc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Raester. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  August  27 y  1868. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  received 
a  note  from  Mr.  G^rge  Raester,  charge  .d'affaires  for  the  republic  of 
Hayti,  under  date  of  the  24th  instant.    Mr.  Eaester  informs  the  under- 
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signed  that  rebel  emissaries  of  Hayti,  among  whom  is  a  person  named 
Dejoie,  ex-eommander  of  the  Haytien  dispatch-boat  Liberty,  have 
arrived  in  New  York ;  wherefore  Mr.  Raester  asks  that  the  undersigned 
give  orders  to  prohibit  a  clearance  from  that  port  or  from  any  otlier 
port  in  the  United  States  of  all  arms  and  munitions  or  contrabsmd  of 
war  intended  to  foment  or  supply  the  rebellion  in  Hayti. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Eaester  that 
the  power  of  this  government  to  maintain  neutrality  in  regard  to  for- 
eign and  friendly  nations  is  regulated  by  law,  and  constantly  resides  in 
the  judiciary.  \\Tiile  an  appeal  can  be  made  to  the  judicial  authority  at 
any  time  by  any  interested  party,  it  is  not  conformable  with  any  practice 
of  this  government  to  issue  executive  orders,  unless  such  special  and 
urgent  necessity  are  shown  to  the  government  as  are  neither  shown  in 
the  present  case  by  Mr.  Raester  nor  have  otherwise  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  President. 

The  tmdersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  tender  to  Mr.  Raes- 
ter a  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  George  Eaester,  dkc.y  rf-o.,  dc 
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Mr.  Seys  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  33. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia^  December  11,  1867. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  legislature  of  Liberia 
met  in  this  city,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  republic,  on  Mon- 
day, December  2,  but  immediately  adjourned,  in  consequence  of  that 
day  being  the  anniversary  of  the  great  battle  and  victory  of  1822. 

The  day  being  celebrated  with  the  usual  ceremonies  and  appropriate 
oratories  from  the  honorable  secretary  of  state  and  I.  H.  Roberts,  esci., 
could  not  fail  to  perpetuate  a  remembrance  of  the  patriotism  and  bravery 
of  the  pioneers  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this  Christian  nation  on 
these  barbarous  shores.  Both  houses  of  the  national  legislature  met 
again  on  the  3d  December,  and  have  been  for  some  days  engaged  in 
deciding  the  cases  of  several  contested  seats.  So  soon  as  this  is  accom- 
plished, they  will  organize  themselves  in  a  joint  convention,  when  the 
question  in  reference  to  the  election  of  a  President  will  constitutionally 
come  before  them. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department,  in  my  dispatch  No.  16,  that 
of  the  three  candidates  for  the  presidency  no  one  had  a  majority  of 
votes  at  the  election  held  in  May  last,  and  that  it  would  devolve  on  the 
legislature  to  elect  one  from  those  having  the  highest  number  of  votes. 
It  is  generally  and  confidently  believed  that  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Payne,  of 
this  city,  will  be  elected. 

It  shall  be  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  keep  the  department  advised  of 
any  measures  adopted  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  affecting  those 
iuterests  of  an  international  character  with  which  the  United  States  or 
other  nations  may  be  concerned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHX  SETS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  B.  C. 


Mr.  Seys  to  Mr.  Seward, 

So.  36.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Monrovmy  December  12,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  mail  steamer 
due  here  at  6  a.  m.  this  day  having  been  delayed,  I  am  afforded  the 
opportunity  of  announcing  the  fact  that  James  S.  Payne,  of  Monrovia, 
has  been  duly  elected  President  of  the  republic  of  Liberia. 
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The  house  of  representatives  having  seen  fit,  because  of  some  want 
of  constitutionality  in  the  election  returns  of  one  or  two  places,  to  throw 
them  out  of  the  general  ballots,  Mr.  Payne  was  found  to  have  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  and  his  election  was  announced  by  the  said  house  of 
representatives,  thus  precluding  the  necessity  of  a  joint  convention  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  for  said  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOH^  SEYS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Seys  to  Mr,  Seward, 

'So.  40.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia,  January  8, 1868. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  inauguration  of  his 
excellency  J.  S.  Pa^Tie,  as  President  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  took 
place  with  very  imposing  ceremonies  on  the  6th  instant  in  this  city. 

A  large  and  commodious  platform,  encircled  and  canopied  with  the 
flags  of  the  different  nations  having  treaties  with  Liberia,  was  erected 
in  the  public  square,  and  on  it  were  seated  the  retiring  President,  newly 
electetl  President,  and  such  of  his  intended  cabinet  as  had  already  heen 
selected,  all  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  both  houses  of  the 
legislature,  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Monrovia,  and  the  members  of 
the  judiciary  department. 

The  Vice-President,  J.  T.  Gibson,  of  Cape  Palmos,  had  not  arrived, 
and  could  not  with  the  President  be  sworn  into  office  at  the  same  time. 

President  Payne's  inaugural  was  of  the  first  character,  and  was 
received  by  the  surrounding  multitudes  with  enthusiastic  applause.  So 
soon  as  it  Is  published  I  shsdl  see  that  copies  are  sent  to  the  department, 
as  well  as  the  very  superior  message  of  Ex-President  Warner  at  the 
opening  of  the  legislature,  which  document  is  now  going  through  tiie 
press. 

The  representatives  of  foreign  powers  having  met  the  day  before, 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  United  States  ministel*  should  be  the 
medium  of  congrattilation  on  their  behalf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  few  remarkja  made  on  the 
occasion,  just  at  the  termination  of  the  inaugural  address. 

The  honorable  J.  N.  Lewis,  for  many  years  secretary  of  state,  has 
been  nominated,  confirmed  by  the  senate,  and  has  accepted  that  oflSce 
agaii^. 

The  honorable  H.  W.  Dennis  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  W.  M. 
Davis,  esq.,  as  attorney  general,  are  talked  of. 

I  shall  keep  the  department  advised  of  all  public  movements,  and 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 


JOHl^  SETS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIBERIA*  375 

Addre8$  to  TUa  exetlUncy  Jama  S.  Payne,  President  of  the  republic  of  Liheriay  on  the  occa- 
eion  of  hie  inaugurationj  January  %  1868. 

Mr.  President  :  Having  been  duly  accredited  during  the  past  vear,  near  the  seat  of 
this  jTovemment,  as  *' United  States  minister  resident  and  consul  general/'  permit  me 
to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  same  uuilbrm  courtesy  and  favor  which  I  have  met  with 
at  the  hands  of  your  most  worthy  predecessor  will  be  accorded  to  me  by  your  excel- 
lency, and  that  the  barmoniotis  and  friendly  relations  which  have  hitherto  existed 
iM^tween  the  two  republics  may  be  perpetuated  dnriiig  your  excellency's  admimstra- 
tiun. 

3fr.  President,  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  these  honorable  and  duly  accredited  rep- 
resentatives of  loreign  powers,  my  respected  associates  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  per- 
mit me  to  congratulate  your  excellency  on  the  great  event  of  this  day,  your  excel- 
lency's inauguration  as  President  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  to  express  our  fervent 
wish  that  your  escellency's  sfdministration  may  be  one  of  great  peace  to  yourself, 
increasing  amity  and  comity  with  the  Christian  nations  of  Ahe  wond,  and  abundant 
pro6|>enty  to  the  republic  of  Liberia. 


Mr.  8eys  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  45.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

•Manroviaj  January  24,  1868. 
Sib:  I*  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  senate  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  appointing  a  day  and 
hour  for  my  official  visit  to  that  body;  the  president  of  the  senate's 
welcome  to  me;  my  address  to  him  and  the  members  of  the  senate,  and 
the  si)eex;h  of  honorable  Mr.  Roberts,  member  from  Senoe  county,  on  the 
occasion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant.  • 

JOHN  SETS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Sscretary  o/StatCj  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Beams  to  Mr,  Seys. 

Senate  Chamber,  January  15, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  the  direction  of  the  senate,  to  forward  your  exceUency  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopte<l  by  the  senate  to-day : 

'*  KcHolred  by  the  senate,  That  his  •xceUency  the  minister  resident  and  consul  general 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  near  the  seat  of  government  of  this  republic,  be  informed 
that  the  8enat43  wiU  be  pleased  to  receive  his  olhcial  visit  on  Friday,  the  17th  instant, 
at  12  oV-lock  m." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  J.  BEAMS, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
His  Excellency  John  Sets, 

Minister  Resident  and  Cotisul  General, 


Mf.Seys: 

8m :  I  have  the  great  honor,  as  president  of  the  senate  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  to 
^^elcome  your  excellency  the  United  States  minister  aiul  consul  general  t(»  tlie  republic 
of  Li!)eria  to  this  the  senate  chamber  of  Liberia ;  and  hope,  as  during  the  past  year  so 
in  time  to  come,  that  your  residence  near  the  seat  of  government  of  this  republic  may 
wTve  toperpetimtc  the  friendly  relations  now  existing  between  the  republic  of  the  United 
States  and  the  republic  of  Liberia. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  8BKATB. 

Mr,  President  and  members  of  the  senate  of  the  republic  of  Liberia : 
.  This  is  to  me  an  honr  of  no  ordinary  interest,  an  event  of  no  common  occurrence. 
Occupying  as  I  do  a  position  in  which,  however  imperfectly,  I  yet  represent  one  of  tiie 
greatest  republics  on  which  the  sun  ever  shone,  or  about  which  the  historian  ever  wrote, 
a  grade  of  office,  too,  because  the  more  elevated,  therefore  the  more  responsible,  than 
any  which  has  preceded  me.  I  cannot  from  such  a  standpoint  witness  the  doings  of 
this  sister  republic  without  deep,  strong,  anxious  wishes  for  her  continued  growth  and 
prosperity  as  a  nation. 

In  this  honor  conferred  upon  me,  accredited  near  the  seat  of  this  government,  and 
to-day  permitted  to  officially  appear  before  this  honorable  body,  to  whose  wisdom  and 
ability  so  many  momentous  interests  are  committed,  I  feel  the  privilege  I  enjoy  to  be 
an  enviable  one,  the  more  especially  as  I  see  causes  for  congratulation  to  which,  as  a 
true  and  ardent  lover  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  I  cannot  refrain  fixim  allad- 
ing. 

Permit  me  then  to  congratulate  the  senate  of  Liberia  in  that,  after  those  commotions 
and  agitations  which  are  inseparable  from  a  form  of  human  government  where  "  nugesty 
is  in  too  people,^'  such  an  auspicious  calm  should  have  succeeded ;  such  perfect  enthn- 
siasm  as  was  manifested  in  the  ushering  in  of  the  new  administration ;  such  magnani- 
mity as  was  displayed  by  those  whose  wills  succumbed  to  the  popular  wilL 

In  these  events  we  see  the  nucleus  of  a  future  nation  (^  indestructible  material,  a 
government  of  lasting  and  enduring  perpetuity,  because  it  exists  in  the  consent  of  the 
governed.  ^ 

Another  high  source  of  con^atulation  is  the  most  timely,  wise,  and  admirable  com- 
bination of  measures  emanating  from  the  executive,  recommended  to  the  legislative 
branch  of  this  government,  and  taken  hold  of  with  such  promptitnde,  and  ac^  upon 
with  such  perfect  contidence,  that  the  good  of  the  masses,  the  welfare  of  the  people  is 
the  grand  object  of  the  executive,  and  not  the  prosperity  of  any  party,  any  favored 
cla^  or  aristocratic  clique  in  high  plat-es. 

When  those  two  branches  of  a  form  of  government  like  this,  the  executive  and  the 
legislative,  thus  harmonize  and  co-operate  for  a  nation's  good,  the  nation  must  prosper. 

When  distrust,  misapprehension,  and  discord  creep  in  and  alienate  the  one  from  the 
other,  the  see^ls  of  disunion  are  soon  sown,  and  germinate  with  a  fearfully  progressive 
tendency  to  disruption  and  ruin. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  th6  senate,  to  assure  you  that  I  U^e  a 
peculiar  pleasure  in  keeping  the  government  I  represent  advised  of  every  important 
event  in  your  historj'.  While  I  am  speaking  here  this  day,  enjoying  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  perusing  the  intelli- 
gence conveyed  by  the  December  mail  from  the  United  States  office  of  legation  in  Mon- 
rovia, that  James  S.  Payne  was  duly  announced  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  this 
f;ovemment  as  the  people's  choice,  and  constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  repub- 
ic  of  Liberia. 

And  I  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that,  any  measure  which  I  can  descry  in  the  dist-ance  as 
conducive  to  the  perpetuation  of  those  happy  relations  which  now  exist  between  the 
two  governments,  any  measure  which  I  can,  by  proper  presentation  to  my  country,  con- 
clude will  subserve  the  interests  of  Liberia,  I  shall  not  fail  most  cordially  to  embrace 
and  as  promptly  to  advocate. 

Mr,  President  and  members  of  the  Senate : 

This  is  a  day  unparalleled  in  the  histor^  of  this  repnblic.  We  have  displayed  on  the 
one  side  of  the  president  of  the  senate  the  star-spangled  banner  of  America,  and  on 
the  other  side  onr  national  pride,  the  brilliant  lone  star  of  this  repnblic. 

On  the  right  side  of  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  senato,  we  are  fovored  with 
the  presence  of  the  right  honorable  John  Seys,  consul  general  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  minister  resident  in  this  republic. 

This,  Mr.  President,  and  other  considerations,  render  this  an  auspicious  day  to  the 
senate  of  Liberia ;  and,  while  we  feel  flattered  by  the  noble  sentiments  of  our  illustrious 
guest,  expressive  of  those  emotions  of  joy  which  he  realizes  in  visiring  this  hall,  I  can- 
not allow  this  moment  to  ptiss  without  expressing  the  sentiment  of  our  nation. 


Hon.  John  Seys  : 

Sir  :  Providence  has  so  arranged  that  you  have  been  appointed  minister  remdent  to 
this  republic  by  that  magnanimous  nation  which  you  have  the  distinguished  honor  to 
represent ;  and  be  you  a«suretl,  sir,  that  our  int<^rest  in  your  nation  generat.ed  in  conae- 
guence  of  your  unrelenting  zeal  for  the  promotion  and  perpetuation  of  that  feeling  of 
niendship  and  commercial  intercourse  between  this  and  your  nation  is  of  parallel 
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pwth  with  thia  republic.  May  your  residence  in  this  republic  continue  to  prove  a 
blewing  to  us  as  well  as  highly  promotive  to  your  health  and  happiness.  We  thank 
God  that  yon  are  minister  resident  here.  We  are  happy  to  have  you  visit  the  senate 
of  the  lepiablic  of  Liberia. 


Mr.  Seys  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  47.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia^  February  8, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  members  of  the  cabinet 
of  the  republic  of  Liberia  have  been  appointed  by  his  excellency  Pres- 
id^t  Payne,  and  all,  except  in  one  instance,  duly  confirmed  by  the  sen- 
ate. They  are— 

Hon.  J.  N.  Lewis,  secretary  of  state. 

Hon.  D.  A.  Beams,  secretary  of  treasury. 

Hon.  W.  M.  Davis,  attorney  general. 

Hon.  J.  Evans,  postmaster  general. 

fl.  W.Dennis,  esq.,  formerly  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
having  declined  the  offer  of  secretary  of  tbe  treasury,  ^Ir.  Beams,  late 
clerk  of  the  senate  was  nominated  and  appointed  by  President  Payne, 
but  not  in  time  for  the  confiimation  of  that  body  previous  to  its  adjourn- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  SEYS. 

Hon.  William  H,  Seward; 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  B.  C. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  43.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  December  9, 1867. 

SiE :  The  time  fixed  for  the  assembling  of  the  national  congress  of 
Mexico,  in  the  decree  calling  the  late  election,  was  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber. 

On  that  day  one  hundred  and  four  members,  out  of  the  full  number  of 
two  hundred  and  seven,  were  present,  and  what  are  here  termed  the  pre- 
paratory meetings,  then  commenced. 

These  meetings  continued  until  the  4th  instant,  one  hundred  and  ten 
members  being  then  present,*when  the  examination  of  the  credentials 
of  the  members,  which  is  here  a  preliminary  act,  and  the  organization  of 
congress  was  declared  effected,  and  Sunday,  the  8th  instant,  was  fixed 
for  the  formal  opening,  in  the  presenc#of  the  President  of  the  republic, 
of  the  regular  sessions. 

The  ceremony  of  this  formal  opening,  therefore,  yesterday  took  place, 
and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  "  Diario 
Official,''  containing  the  speech  of  President  Juarez,  and  the  reply  of  the 
president  of  congress,  Mr.  Ezequiel  Montes,  delivered  on  that  oo^jasion. 

The  importance  of  these  discourses,  under  all  of  the  circumstances, 
and  the  character  of  certain  positions  taken  in  both,  lead  me  to  refrain 
from  any  comment  thereon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Translation.] 

Address  of  President  Juarez  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  convened  on  the  Qth  of  Deoembar,  1867, 

in  the  dty  of  Mexico, 

Citizen  Dbputies  :  On  the  Slst  of  May,  1863, 1  addressed  the  people's  delegates,  and 
oon^ratulated  them  on  the  promptness  and  energy  of  the  true  cnildbren  of  the  republic 
in  their  resistance  to  foreign  intervention.  The  national  representottives  having  once 
more  assembled,  I  now  felicitate  them  upon  the  just  triumph  of  the  reimblican  c^use. 

By  their  courage,  loyalty  and  patriotism,  the  Mexican  people  have  preserved  their 
independence  and  their  beloved  institutions.  The  foreign  partisans  of  monarchy 
vainly  attempted  to  overthrow  the  government  of  our  precious  republic.  But  the 
whole  people  arose  in  unanimity  against  the  usurpers,  and  the  foreigners  had  to  vanish, 
leaving  the  republic  stronger  at  home  and  more  respected  abroad. 

The  children  of  the  country,  who  showed  themselves  great  in  the  mighty  struggle 
for  liberty,  have  shown  themselves  magnanimous  in  generosity,  since  their  final  victory: 
as  they  recovered  places  occupied  by  the  enemy,  they  gave  protection  to  all,  without 
distinction  of  nationality,  even  to  their  conquered  enemies. 

The  government  believes  it  interprets  the  generous  feelinjes  of  aU  true  repubhcans 
by  connning  the  severest  penalty  of  the  law  to  the  chief  of  the  insurgent^s,  who  is  a 
foreigner,  apd  to  a  few  natives  wno  took  the  most  active  part  against  us.  I^riasent  jus- 
tice, for  the  sake  of  future  peace,  demanded  the  execution  at  Queretaro,  to  put  an  end 
to  internal  convulsions  and  soften  the  calamities  brought  upon  the  country  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO-  379 

most  sanguinary  war.  The  necessity  of  an  example,  by  applying  the  extreme  penalty 
of  the  law  to  the  mast  guilty,  allowed  the  use  of  greater  clemency  towards  the  many 
culpable.  The  republic  has  pardoned  her  wicked  children,  as  mucn  as  she  could,  and 
has  extended  lenity  to  the  invjMlers  of  her  soil  from  abroad,  who  came  to  ensanguine 
the  earth,  and  spread  ruin  and  desolation  in  every  quarter. 

The  slanderers  of  the  republic  have  seen  law  and  order  restored,  as  the  invaders  were 
driven  oat ;  and  with  the  return  of  liberty,  the  inhabitants  begin  to  eigoy  the  blessings 
ofgood  government. 

Tlie  influence  of  the  national  government  being  now  felt  throughout  the  land,  the 
duties  of  administrative  officials  are  gradually  resuming  their  wonted  course.  The 
law8  are  administered  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions;  federal  affairs  being  first  in 
rank,  then  state  concerns. 

In  compliance  with  its  most  sacred  duty,  the  government  has  ordered  a  general  elec- 
tion, both  for  the  national  congress  and  for  the  States,  to  take  place  as  soon  as  possible  . 
The  fullest  liberty  is  allowed  by  the  government  in  all  these  elections  ;  there  is  no 
trammel  put  upon  word  or  writ. 

Oniers  have  been  issued  for  the  organization  of  courts  of  justice  and  the  just  admin- 
istration of  the  laws.  With  the  intention  of  serving  individual  interest*,  the  deci- 
sions of  judges  who  had  no  authority  under  the  usurper  have  been  confirmed. 

lostitntions  of  learning  and  charity  have  been  attended  to,  with  the  solicitude  that 
aii'h  important  things  deserve. 

The  government  has  granted  protection  and  all  possible  privileges  to  entenmses  that 
might  be  useful  to  commerce,  manufactures,  and  other  sources  of  public  wealth. 

Besides  regulating  financial  affairs,  and  attending  to  the  public  debt,  with  a  due 
rejjard  to  economy,  avoiding  the  old  system  so  ruii^us  to  public  credit,  the  government 
ha.«  duly  atteitded  to  the  civil  list  and  redeemed  many,  of  it«  bonds. 

The  army  has  been  reduced  to  a  peace  footing,  and  as  those  soldiers  and  officers  who 
served  against  the  foreigners  have  chiefly  been  retained,  they  will  surely  be  the  true 
defenders  of  liberty  and  law.  ^ 

80  far  as  its  revenue  would  allow,  the  government  has  paid  off  those  of  its  faithful 
Bt'rvants  who  have  returned  to  their  families  and  their  domestic  duties ;  and  pensions 
and  honors  have  been  awarded  to  those  who  have  particularly  deserved  such  a  testi- 
mony of  national  gratitude. 

The  consequence  of  European  intervention  in  favor  of  monarchy  is,  that  Mexico  now 
ha8  friendly  relations  only  with  the  republics  of  America,  having  similar  institutions. 
During  our  struggle,  those  republics  evinced  their  sympathies  for  the  cause  of  indei)end- 
ence  and  the  liberty  of  Mexico. 

The  i>eople  and  governments  of  some  of  the  South  American  republics  exhibited 
special  demonstrations  of  friendship  for  the  cause  of  Mexico  and  it«  government.  Bo- 
livia recently  sent  a  special  envoy  to  felicitate  the  republic  on  its  triumph. 

Tlie  United  States  of  Americtwcontinued  their  friendship  for  us  during  the  whole 
|>eriod  of  our  long  and  bitter  stn^gle.  The  constant  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the 
I'uited  States,  and  the  moral  snp|iort  given  by  their  government  to  our  cause,  justly 
dewrve  the  sympathy  and  regard  of  the  people  and  goveniment  of  Mexico. 

The  intervention  broke  up  our  relations  with  the  European  powers.  By  a  conven- 
tion in  London,  three  of -them  declared  war  against  the  republic.  Two  of  them  soon  with- 
drew, and  France  was  left  alone,  as  actively  hostile  to  us.  The  others,  however,  soon 
recognized  the  monarchy  established  by  the  French,  and  thus  became  our  moral  ene- 
Diiefl  because  they  did  not  declare  neutrality.  In  that  manner  many  of  the  European 
government*  violated  their  treaties  with  the  republic,  and  broke  off  their  friendly 
relations  with  us. 

The  conduct  of  the  government  of  this  republic  towards  those  nations  must  be  regu- 
late<l  by  those  discourteous  acts.  We  asked  nothing  of  them,  and  we  have  been  careful 
not  to  give  them  cause  of  ofiense ;  and  even  now  we  offer  them  an  occasion  to  renew 
their  treaties  with  us  for  the  general  benefit  of  commerce. 

The  government  has  also  taken  care  that  the  subjects  of  those  nations,  residing  in 
this  republic,  shall  be  protect^^d  by  its  laws,  and  justly  dealt  with  by  its  officials;  and 
the  protection  has  been  such  that  we  hear  of  no  cause  of  complaint.  Thus  it  is  practi- 
cally demonstrated  that  the  enlightened  principles  of  our  institutions  and  the  civiliza- 
tion of  our  people  offer  foreigners  in  Mexico  all  the  security  its  own  people  enjoy,  with- 
out the  necessity  of  special  treaties. 

Public  opinion  has  lately  been  occupied  by  the  proposals  of  sundry  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  made  in  the  convention  of  the  14th  of  August  last.  No  objection  has 
been  made  to  the  propose*!  amendments,  but  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  made 
i«  warmly  discussed.  Though  many  failed  to  vote  on  the  projiosed  reforms,  the  majority 
favoreii  them.  The  opinion  of  the  government  was  freely  expressed  in  the  convention. 
Its  express  conviction  was,  that  amendments,  in  ordinary  times,  should  only  be  made 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitntion  itself,  and  that  the  present  appeal 
to  the  people  by  proclamation  should  not  serve  as  a  precedent  in  future,  under  any  cir- 
cnviHtances ;  yet  the  government  considers  proper  at  this  time,  ow^ing  to  the  grievous 
trials  through  which  the  repubUo  has  Just  passed. 
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The  result  of  the  vote  is  not  exactly  known,  but  so  many  votes  have  been  cast  f« 
the  proposed  reform  that  the  question  ought  to  be  taken  into  due  consideration.  The 
government  thinks  it  would  not  be  proper  to  call  another  election  because  of  the  deUj 
it  would  give  to  necessary  reforms,  and  it  suggests  that  the  decision  of  the  subject  be 
left  to  the  present  congress. 

By  the  law  of  the  27th  of  May,  1863,  the  power  of  the  chief  executive  was  continoed 
for  thirty  days  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  or  it  was  to  end  as  soon  as  the  war  with 
France  was  concluded.  Mexico  could  not  say  when  the  war  was  at  an  end,  althon^h 
hostilities  had  ceased,  for  France  had  brought  on  the  war,  and  had  not  announced  its 
close. 

Thus,  according  to  law,  the  presidential  term  of  office  must  continue  for  thirty  dayi 
from  this  date ;  yet  I  think  it  best  to  declare,  as  I  now  solemnly  do,  that  I  will  not 
claim  this  continuation  of  my  executive  powers.  If  any  emergency  should  arise  requir- 
ing additional  support  to  the  government,  I  am  sure  the  patriotic  representatives  of 
the  people  will  reuder  that  aid  and  assistance  by  adopting  measures  dictated  by  their 
acknowledged  prudence  and  profound  wisdom. 

I  am  i)leased,  citizen  deputies,  to  return  to  you  the  plenary  powers  you  had  the  con- 
fidence to  be«tow  upon  me  in  my  very  responsible  position.  If  I  have  erred  in  the  uae 
of  them,  I  ask  your  forgiveness,  with  the  excuse  tliat  in  all  my  acta  my  only  motiTe 
has  been  the  good  of  the  nation  and  the  salvation  of  our  beloved  country. 

Article  2  of  the  above-mentioned  law  limits  the  power  of  concluding  treaties.  In 
view  of  this,  the  government  has  carefully  refrained  from  compromising  the  republic 
by  any  treaty,  convention,  or  engagement  with  any  other  nation. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  you,  citizen  deputies,  toaaccept  my  best  wishes  for  complete  har- 
mony in  your  deliberations^  and  m^  hope  that  your  enlightenment  and  patriotism  may 
be  a  blessing  to  the  republic. 


JRepljf  of  Speaker  Montez  to  the  foregoing  addren. 

Citizen  President:  The  nation  this  day  resumes  the  constitutional  exercise  of  one 
of  the  most  precious  attributes  of  its  sovereignty — the  power  of  legislating  thrungh  ita 
representatives.  This  blessing  is  due  to  the  heroic  constancy  of  her  brave  sons  in  the 
glorious  contest,  of  five  years'  duration,  against  the  foreign  invaders,  and  to  the  jnstioe 
of  that  greatest  of  mmlem  nations  and  oest  friend  of  Mexico,  the  United  States  of 
America.  Ye«,  in  the  United  States  they  are  continuing  a  work  worthy  of  the  ^^e»t 
father  of  American  independence,  the  founder  of  republicanism  on  the  continent  cm  Oy- 
lumbus — the  venerable  and  immortal  Washington.  The  republic  of  Mexico  will  always 
reckon  among  its  best  friends  the  statesmen  that  directed  the  American  policy  during 
the  period  of  our  crisis.  The  principle  of  non-intervention,  faithfully  observed  by  tl» 
oldest  of  the  republics  of  this  continent,  the  only  ally  of  Mexico,  has  proved  the  wdvar 
tion  of  our  country. 

A  prince  from  one  of  the  most  civilized,  powerful,  and  war-like  nations  of  Eurorw 
resolved  to  destroy  the  Mexican  republic  and  elevate  a  throne,  upon  its  ruins.  To  oo 
this  he  used  the  most  flagitious  means — violation  of  public  faith  and  the  assassination 
of  prisoners  of  war.  The  preliminaries  of  8oledad,  on  the  19th  of  February ;  the  note 
of  the  French  commissioners  of  the  9th  of  April,  1862 ;  the  return  of  the  French  army 
to  Orizaba  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  without  surrendering  Paso  Ancho ;  and  the  cir- 
cular of  Marshal  Bazaine  of  the  9th  October,  1865,  will  be  lasting  monuments  of  oar  jns- 
tice  and  of  the  perfidy  of  our  enemies.  Yet  the  republic  is  alive ;  and  on  to-day,  as  on 
the  12th  of  Apnl,  1862,  it  says  to  the  wot\A^  friendly  Frenokmen  residing  in  Ike  countnf  an 
protected  bg  the  law8  and  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  (See  the  law  of  the  12th  of  April, 
1862.) 

It  would  be  unjust  to  blame  the  French  for  the  act  of  their  chief.    The  independent 

5ress  and  free  tribunals  have  done  us  justice ;  the  impartial  speeches  of  Berryer,  Pieard, 
biers,  and  Jules  Favre,  are  evidences  of  a  rational  policy  that  will  acknowledge  oar 
rights  and  give  satisfaction  for  our  wrongs. 

It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  government  has  cultivated  the  friendly  relations  that 
existed  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States ,  and  it  is  no  less  gratifying  to  leara that 
all  our  sister  republics  of  South  America  have  offered  us  constant  evidences  of  sympa- 
thy in  the  days  of  our  misfortune,  and  now  seek  to  renew  friendly  relations  with  our 
republic. 

Mexico  will  not  refuse  her  friendship  and  commerce  to  any  nation  on  the  globe,  but 
Mexico  will  not  beg  diplomatic  intercourse  with  any  nation  in  existence ;  she  has  demon- 
8trate<l  to  the  world  that  she  can  defend  her  sovereign  rights  against  the  most  power- 
ful enemy,  and  will  beg  no  foreign  government  to  acknowledge  her  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation. 

The  internal  affairs  of  the  republic  are  not  yet  perfectly  arranged,  but  organization 
has  advanced  as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected.    The  cities  of  Puebia,  Qneretaro,  Merida, 
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Mexico,  and  Vera  Crnz  have  returned  to  the  legitimate  government,  and  have  been 
occupied  by  the  republican  army,  after  long  and  tedious  sieges.  An  army  of  only  sixty 
thouitand  men  has  preserved  peace  in  the  republic  for  the  last  six  months. 

It  is  not  strange  that  we  hear  of  some  outrages  that  the  government  has  not  been 
able  to  suppress ;  but  now  that  its  authority  is  acknowledge*!  in  every  part  of  the 
national  territorj*,  security  of  person  and  property  will  soon  be  felt  in  every  jwrtiou  of 
the  coimtry.  The  executive  may  depend  upon  the  support  of  congress  in  securing  pro- 
te<-tion  to  persons  and  property.  In  order  to  assure  peace,  it  was  the  painful  necessity 
of  the  government  to  be  more  severe  in  June  than  it  lias  been  since  that  time ;  but  the 
Latin  maxim,  m/im  popuU  auprema  l&t  es/,  must  not  be  forgott-en.  The  usuriier  gave  fre- 
quent proofs  of  his  contempt  for  the  people's  will,  in  the  formation  of  their  government. 
He  well  knew  that  not  one  of  them  favored  intervention.  He  subjected  them  by  the 
bayonet,  and  knew  they  would  return  to  the  republic  as  soon  as  the  French  troops 
were  withdrawn ;  and  yet  he  persisted  in  styling  himself  the  £m])eror  of  Mexico.  So 
long,  therefore,  as  he  lived,  the  republic  could  not  be  tranquil ;  the  sacritice  of  his  life 
was  onr  peace.  The  assassinations  at  Tacubaya,  in  1859,  demanded  the  execution  of 
thofM?  who  perished  with  the  chief  of  the  rebels. 

Five  mouths  have  not  passed  since  the  government  returned  to  the  capital,  and  yet 
its  constitutional  authorities  are  establishe<l  in  many  states.  To-day  the  national  cou- 
grt%<i  opens  the  first  tenn  of  its  regular  sessions,  and  the  two  other  (lepartments  of  the 
j^'neral  government  will  soon  be  organized  and  put  in  complete  oi)eratioii.  The  dili- 
gent solicitude  of  the  government  to  restore  constitutional  order  is  very  apnarent. 

Relieved  from  the  cares  of  war,  the  government  can  now  devote  its  'wluile  attrition 
to  the  different  branches  of  the  public  service.  The  administration  of  justice,  reforms 
in  the  army,  and  in  the  collection  of  *e  revenue  have  already  been  considered  by 
proper  laws  and  regulations ;  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  treasury  notes 
hare  a  ready  circulation,  thus  removing  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  public  calamity. 

The  sovereignty  of  Mexico  is  exercised  by  ita  people  through  the  general  government, 
90  far  as  the  constitution  allows.  The  President  of  the  republic  has  the  right  to  pro- 
p(«e  laws,  and  his  proi>osals  of  reform  are  legal  in  the  proposal ;  the  legislator  is  to 
decide  upon  their  acceptance. 

Congress  hears  with  pleasure  that  the  chief  executive  restores  the  powers  conferred 
njwn  him  by  the  laws  of  the  11th  of  December,  1861 ;  3d  of  May  and  27th  of  October, 
l!^2;  and  27th  of  May,  1863;  for  it  is  declaring  to  the  monarchs  of  Europe  who  have 
calnnmiated  our  government,  that  this  republic  can  maintain  its  sovereignty  in  i)eace. 
WTiere,  in  Euroi>e,  do  we  hear  of  a  sovereign  deposing  his  iwwers  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  from  whom  they  ought  to  be  derived  t 

I  am  sure  the  executive  power  will  attend  to  the  duties  with  which  he  was  charged 
by  the  hiws  of  the  27th  of  October,  1862,  and  the  27th  of  May,  1863,  and  that  he  will 
render  to  congress  a  just  account  of  what  he  has  done,  in  conformity  with  the  provis- 
ions of  those  acts;  after  that  the  legislative  power  will  determine  what  extra  recoiu- 
peni«  shall  be  awarded  to  the  national  army  for  its  courage  in  this  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence ;  and  I  believe  I  give  a  faithful  interpretation  of  the  sentimentH  of  congress 
wheu  I  say  it  is  please<l  with  the  conduct  of  General  Garcia,  Riva  Palacio,  Regulea, 
Corona,  Escobedo,  and  Porfirio  Diaz,  who  never  despaired  of  the  salvation  of  the  re- 
pnblic,  but  continued  to  struggle  against  the  invader  and  his  allies ;  and  at  this  time 
they  are  examples  of  fidelity  to  our  free  institutions  and  mmlels  of  obedience  to  the 
Pr«-»iideut  of  this  republic.  They  have  perfectly  understood,  just  as  congress  under- 
stands, that  obedience  to  the  laws  and  the  preservation  of  public  peace  ought  to  be  the 
constant  care  and  anxious  solicitude  of  all  public  functionaries. 

The  convention  of  1857  called  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  constitution  about  to  be 
fonned  at  that  time,  and  which  fundamental  co<le  yet  directs  us  in  our  rule ;  let  us  once 
more  invoke  a  Divine  blessing  upon  the  recommencement  of  our  constituticmal  labors. 
May  the  Almighty  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  human  race.  He  who  directs  legiHlators 
in  the  jnst  ways  of  government,  condescend  to  hear  your  prayers  and  ours,  and  guide 
08  in  our  deliberations,  so  that  all  our  acts  may  be  for  the  good  of  the  republic. 

As  true  representatives  of  the  people  we  are  assembled  to  promote,  8in<'erely  and 
anleutly,  the  consolidation  of  public  jieaee,  pledged  to  a  faithful  observance  of  the  laws 
and  respect  to  property  and  persons,  and,  above  all,  to  the  preservation  of  the  sover- 
eignty and  independence  of  Mexico. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  44.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  12,  18G7. 
SiB:  In  dispatch  No.  32,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  called  the  attention  of 
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the  department  to  a  decree  recently  issued  by  this  government  estab- 
lishing what  is  termed  a  protective  duty  upon  foreign  flour. 

I  alio  mentioned  that  the  duty  so  established  consisted  of  a* specific 
duty,  fixed  according  to  the  value  of  flour  in  the  United  States  and  of 
certain  **  additional  duties,"  charged  under  that  name,  upon  the  amount 
of  the  direct  duties  imposed. 

As  this  system  of  additional  duties  is  one  probably  not  well  under- 
stood in  the  United  States,  and  as  it  is  a  system  which  the  decrees  herein 
referred  to  give  reason  to  apprehend  it  is  the  intention  of  this  govern- 
ment to  adhere  to,  some  remarks  regarding  it  may  not  be  out  of  i)lace. 

The  tariff  of  1856,  which,  as  I  stated  in  the  dispatch  referred  to,  is,  in 
general,  still  in  force,  established  certain  direct  duties  upon  all  foreign 
effects,  as  specified  in  the  schedule  named  therein,  impoited  into  the 
republic. 

These  duties  were  made  payable,  one-half  in  forty  days,  and  one-half 
in  eighty  days,  counting  from  the  day  following  the  conclusion  of  the 
discharge  of  the  vessel.  Of  each  payment,  one-half  was  to  be  made  at 
the  ports,  and  the  other  at  the  capital  of  the  republic 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  direct  duties,  there  were  established  what 
were  termed  "additional  duties."    These  were  five  in  number,  and  were ; 
as  follows: 

1.  A  municipal  duty  of  twelve  and  one-half  cents  upon  each  package 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  collected  by  the  maritime  custom-houses 
and  kept  in  a  separate  account,  and  designed  for  the  use  of  the  munici- 
palities of  the  ports,  as  might  be  directed  by  the  government. 

2.  A  duty  of  public  improvements  of  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  amount 
of  the  duties  of  importation,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest 
upon  capital  raised  for  the  construction  of  railroads,  as  might  be  specially 
assigned  by  the  government. 

3.  A  duty  of  intemacion,  or  inland  duty,  consisting  of  ten  per  cent 
upon  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  importation,  and  to  be  paid  on  the 
departure  of  effects  from  the  ports  or  frontier  custom-houses  for  places 
in  the  interior. 

4.  A  duty  of  counter  register,  consisting  of  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  duties  of  importation,  and  payable  upon  the  arrival  of 
effects  at  the  capital  or  principal  point  of  destination  in  the  interior. 

5.  A  duty  of  amortizacion,  or  sinking  fund  of  the  public  debt,  consist- 
ing of  twenty-five  per  cent.  ui)on  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  importation, 
and  payable  at  the  general  treasury  of  the  nation  in  bonds  of  the  pubUc 
debt. 

There  was  also  imposed,  by  article  five  of  the  same  tariff,  upon  all 
effects  embraced  in  the  free  list,  (which  includes  coal,  quicksilver,  rail- 
road iron,  machinery,  salt,  &c.,)  a  municipal  duty  of  twenty-five  cents 
on  every  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  such  effects,  payable  one-half 
at  the  ports,  and  one-half  at  the  place  of  final  destination  in  the  interior. 

Since  that  period  these  several  and  numerous  additional  duties  have 
been  varied  from  time  to  time,  and  either  changed  in  character  or  the 
total  amount  increased  or  diminished  by  various  special  decrees.  This 
has  been  done  to  such  an  extent  that  the  merchants,  and  even 
the  government  officials,  are  often  in  doubt  as  to  what  is  the  total 
amount  of  the  duties  actually  in  force.  This  fact  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  circumstance  that,  when  writing  the  dispatch  to  which  I  re- 
ferred at  the  opening  of  this  communication,  I  applied  to  the  chief 
officer  of  the  section  in  the  treasury  department  from  which  the  de- 
cree in  question  had  emanated,  to  learn  what  the  total  amount  of  the 
additional  duties  no  win  force  actually  was,  and  after  sending  specially  to 


Digitized  by 


(google 


MEXICO.  383 

the  custom-house  to  have  a  liquidation  made,  being  in  doubt  himself,  he 
ioformed  me  by  note  that  the  amount  was  sixty-eight  and  one-half  per 
cent,  arid  I  so  made  the  calculations  given  in  that  dispatch.  Yet,  a  few 
dajs  afterwards,  and  when  my  communication  had  already  gone,  I 
received  another  note  from  the  same  gentleman  advising  me  that  a  mis- 
take had  been  made,  and  that,  as  the  duty  of  counter  register  had  been 
augmented  by  a  federal  contribution  of  five  per  cent.,  the  additional 
duties  now  amounted  to  seventy-three  and  one-half  per  cent.,  instead  of 
sixty-eight  and  one-half  per  cent.,  as  he  had  before  informed  me. 

The  ^culations  I  made  in  dispatch  No,  32  are,  therefore,  too  low  by 
five  per  cent.  Since  the  date  of  that  dispatch,  also,  the  additional  duties 
have  been  still  further  modified  by  three  several  decrees  upon  subjects 
not  directly  pertinent  to  the  tariff,  which  have  been  issued  by  this  gov- 
ernment. 

One  is  a  decree,  issued  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  which,  while  it 
establishes  a  much-needed  reform  in  the  abolition  of  the  old  Spanish 
system  of  tolls  on  all  the  highways  of  the  republic,  yet  perpetuates  the 
^stem  of  additional  duties,  and  of  treating  subjects  pertaining  exclu-' 
fflvely  to  the  tariff  in  special  decrees  having  no  direct  connection  there- 
^  with,  by  imposing,  to  supply  the  pfece  of  the  revenue  from  tolls  abolished, 
^a  new  duty  upon  all  foreign  effects  introduced  by  the  maritime  or  frontier 
cnstom-houses  of  the  republic  of  one  dollar  for  every  two  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  such  effects ;  and  this  duty  is  to  be  applied  also  to  such  articles 
as  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  &c.,  that  have  heretofore  been  free 
of  duty,  except  the  twenty-five  cents  per  two  hundred  pounds  before  men- 
tioned, as  imposed  by  article  five  of  the  tariff. 

This  new  decree,  therefore,  increases  the  duty  upon  flour  from  the 
United  States  by  a  further  amount  of  $1  per  barrel,  which  is  to  take 
effect  from  the  Ist  of  January  next. 

The  second  decree  to  which  I  refer  as  affecting  the  existing  tariff  rates  • 
is  the  concession  revalidating  the  rights  of  the  railroad  company  from 
this  city  to  Vera  Cruz,  which  appeared  under  date  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  is  issued  in  the  form  of  a  general  law. 

By  this  decree  the  additional  duty  of  public  improvements,  of  twenty 
per  cent.,  is  to  be  payable  hereafter,  not  in  money,  as  heretofore,  but  in 
a  public  paper  which  is  to  be  emitted  for  that  purpose  by  the  department 
of  Fomento,  and  is  to  be  sold  by  agents  of  the  railroad  company  in  all 
the  ports  and  in  the  capital  of  the  republic,  to  a  sufficient  extent  to 
secure  to  the  company  the  receipt  of  an  annual  subvention  of  $560,000 
for  twenty  five  years.  The  merchants,  therefore,  will  now  have  to  buy 
this  paper  before  they  can  make  the  settlement  of  their  duties. 

By  article  40  of  the  same  decree  there  is  also  a  further  provision  made 
by  which,  until  the  3l8t  of  December,  1871,  or  an  earlier  period  if  the  rail- 
road is  sooner  completed,  the  duty  of  amortizcusion  (sinking  fund)  of  the 
public  debt  is  reduced  from  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  fifteen  per  cent.,  and 
i»  made  payable,  not  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt,  as  heretofore,  but  in 
shares  of  stock  in  the  railroad  from  this  city  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  foreign 
importer,  therefore,  before  he  can  adjust  this  portion  of  his  duties,  l\as 
to  search  for  and  purchase  shares  of  stock  in  a  railroad  company  and  to 
pay  such  percentage  of  his  duties  with  said  shares,  rather  than  in  bonds 
of  the  public  debt  or  in  money. 

The  duty  of  amortizacion,  as  heretofore  payable  in  bonds  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  really  amounted  to  but  some  two  and  one-half  per  cent.,  for  the 
bonds  could  be  purchased  at  from  seven  to  ten  cents  on  the  dollar,  while, 
as  now  made  payable,  in  the  shares  of  the  railroad  company,  it  will 
amount  to  the  fiill  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent. 
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The  third  decree  was  issued  under  date  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  estab- 
lishes a  special  tariff  of  duties,  which  are  to  be  collected  by  the  federal 
custom-house  at  this  city  for  the  benefit  of  the  municipality.  These 
duties,  besides  certain  si)ecific  rates,  as  $4  50  per  barrel  on  cider,  $2  25 
per  barrel  on  vinegar,  &c.,  consist  of  40  cents  on  every  two  hundred 
pounds  of  foreign  groceries  and  75  cents  per  two  hundred  pounds  on  all 
other  foreign  effects,  except  machinery,  which  is  to  pay  20  cents  per  two 
hundred  pounds.  This  decree,  therefore,  not  only  establishes  a  further 
additional  duty,  but  appears  to  look  to  a  continuance  of  the  system  of 
interior  custom-houses. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  with  this  complicated  system  of  different  duties, 
and  the  changes  that  are  so  frequently  made,  and  as,  for  instance,  in 
the  decree  establishing  the  new  rates  of  duties  on  foreign  flour,  some- 
times without  any  previous  notice,  that  commerce  with  this  country  must 
labor  under  very  great  disadvantages  and  uncertainties,  and  that  the  most 
beneficial  part  of  trade — numerous  shipments  in  small  amounts- 
must  be  entirely  shut  out.  If  I  find  it  difficult  myself,  when  on  the  spot, 
to  ascertain  what  the  fixed  amount  of  the  duties  that  have  to  be  paid 
actually  is,  how  can  a  merchant  or  small  shipper  abroad,  who  thinks  of 
makmg  a  venture  to  this  country,  make  any  calculation  as  to  what  he 
has  got  to  pay,  and  whether  the  adventure  will  be  desirable  or  not  On 
the  contrary,  the  moment  he  comes  to  investigate  what  the  charges  will 
be  he  finds  himself  involved  in  an  uncertainty  so  great  that  the  idea  of 
making  a  shipment  to  Mexico  is  at  once  abandoned.  The  result  is  seen 
in  the  fact  that  the  foreign  commerce  now  carried  on  remains  in  the 
hands  of  comparatively  a  few,  who  dedicate  themselves,  as  to  an  intricate 
profession,  to  a  study  of  the  manner  and  means  of  getting  merchandise 
from  abroad  into  the  interior  of  this  country,  and  accessible  to  consumers. 

As  the  liquidation  of  the  duties  has  now  to  be  effected  part  at  the  ports 
and  part  in  the  interior,  merchandise  is  followed  from  the  ports  with 
custom-liouse  passes  and  inspection,  and,  arriving  in  the  interior,  as  at 
this  place,  has  to  undergo  for  the  second  time  custom-house  formalities, 
and  again,  for  a  thu'd  time,  when  passing  from  this  point,  or  any  other 
central  market,  to  the  interior  states. 

A  merchant  in  this  city,  desiring  to  send  geods  from  his  own  ware- 
house to  a  customer  in  the  interior,  has  to  go  through  all  the  custom- 
house formalities  attending  the  shipment  of  goods  to  a  foreign  country. 
These  trammels,  while  embarrassing  and  costly  in  the  extreme  to  foreign 
commerce,  also  rest  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, by  which,  in  the  end,  all  charges  have  to  be  borne. 

8ince  commencing  to  write  this  communication,  I  addressed  a  note  to 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  treasury  department,  asking  him  for  a  statement 
of  the  present  number  and  denomination,  as  well  as  amount,  of  the  dif- 
ferent additional  duties  now  in  force,  and  have  received  from  him  a  reply, 
in  which  he  incloses  to  me  the  following  list  as  showing  the  various 
duties  that  have  now  to  be  paid  upon  foreign  merchandise  import^  into 
the  republic,  viz : 

Ist.  Important  duties  according  to  the  tariff. 

2d.  Inteniaciarij  or  inland  duty,  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  foregoing. 

3d.  Public  improvements,  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  same. 

4th.  Kailroad,  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  same. 

5th.  Counter  register,  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  same. 

Uth.  Municipal,  for  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  three  and  one-half  per 
cent,  upon  the  same.  • 

7th.  Municipal,  at  the  other  custom-houses,  twelve  and  one-half  cents 
per  package,  and  the  other  duties  annexed  to  this  as  beneficencia,  hos- 
pital, &c.  , 
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8th.  Federal  contribution  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  duty  of 
connter-register. 

This  statement  should  be  considered  a^  final  and  conclusive,  as  it  ema- 
nates fiom  the  chief  clerk  of  the  treasury  department,  but  it  does  not 
inelude  two  local  duties  of  eight  per  cent,  and  of  twelve  per  cent,  made 
bv  the  summing  up  of  several  local  charges,  which  I  am  informed  mer- 
chandise arriving  in  this  city  has  to  pay  before  it  can  reach  the  ware- 
house of  the  merchant  and  pass  thence  to  customers  in  the  interior.  The 
total  of  the  additional  duties  upon  merchandise  coming  to  this  city 
would  therefore  appear  to  be  ninety -three  and  one-half  per  cent,  upon 
the  amount  of  the  duties  of  importation. 

In  order  that  commerce  with  this  country  may  be  placed  upon  that 
footing  of  liberality  which  it  may  properly  claim,  it  is  very  evident  that 
some  reforms  in  the  Mexican  customs  system  which  will  unify  and  sim- 
plify it,  and  render  it  everywhere  equally  applicable  throughout  the 
repubUc,  are  \itally  necessary,  and  without  such  changes  it  would  appear 
to  be  very  difficult  for  a  healthy  or  enlarged  commerce  to  be  established. 
Such  modifications  would  unquestionably  be  as  much  for  the  benefit  of 
Mexican  consumers  as  of  foreign  shippers,  inasmuch  as  by  generalizing 
aad  simplifying  commercial  intercourse  tiude  is  not  only  increased  but 
consumers  are  supplied  at  lower  rates;  while  at  the  same  time  the 
national  revenae  of  the  country,  which  so  encourages  commerce^ islargely 
aa^ented  over  the  amount  realized  while  pursuing  the  opi)osite  policy. 

The  first  necessity,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  increase  of  commercial 
intercourse  with  this  country,  now  that  a  period  of  peace  has  arrived, 
is  the  simplification  and  unification  of  its  customs  regulations.  It  is  not 
60  much  what  rate  of  duties  may  be  imposed,  for  this  bunlen  will  fall 
eventually  upon  the  consumer,  as  it  is  that  the  duties  should  be  fixed  in 
one  precise  sum,  be  everywhere  equally  applicable,  and  that  the  liquida- 
tion be  made  once  for  all  at  the  port  or  frontier  custom-house  of  entry, 
and  merchandise  then  be  allowed  to  move  freely  into  the  interior  of  the 
republic,  instead  of  being  followed  by  passes  and  permits,  and  custom- 
house inspection,  as  now. 

The  moment  when  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  this  coun- 
try should  be  built  up  appears  to  have  arrived  ;  but  unless  the  Mexican 
government  can  be  induced  to  adopt  some  such  changes  in  its  customs 
regulations  a^  those  that  have  been  indicated,  the  existing  trammels  are 
so  vexatious  and  the  embarrassments  so  numerous,  that  there  would 
appeal*  to  be  great  danger  that  they  will  constitute  an  almost  impassable 
barrier  to  any  extensive  or  satisfiictory  commercial  intercourse. 

This  must  be  evident,  I  think,  from  the  analysis  of  certain  features  of 
the  present  regulations  that  I  have  made  in  this  communication. 

What  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  shall  be  is  a  question  that  every 
country  has  a  right  to  adjust  according  to  the  exigencies  of  its  financial 
[tosition,  under  a  wise  regard,  it  is  to  be  trusted,  as  to  what  rates  will 
prove  most  beneficial  in  all  respects ;  but  it  is  surely  a  proper  subject  of 
friendly  international  solicitude  that  unnecessary  formalities  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  commercial  customs  of  the  present  day  shall  be  removed 
and  legitimate  commercial  intercourse  be  facilitated. 

Certainly  our  immediate  neighborhood  and  a  common  commercial  in- 
terest, that  should  tend  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  peace  between  the  two 
countries,  makes  this  subject  one  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United 
OvUxes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

^o.  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoj  December  12, 18C7. 

Sir  :  As  all  measures  adopted  by  this  government  initiating  valuable 
reforms  will  undoubtedly  be  viewed  with  interest  by  the  department, 
and  as  it  is  my  duty  to  communicate  such  new  laws  as  affect  in  any  way 
our  commerce  with  this  country,  I  transmit  herewith  copy  and  tranda- 
tion  of  a  decree  issued  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  which  is  «f  some 
importance  in  both  particulars. 

The  object  of  the  decree  is  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  national  tolla 
upon  all  the  highways  of  the  republic,  which  has  been  continued  in 
existence  from  the  time  of  the  vice-royalty.  These  tolls,  from  their  exces- 
sive amount  and  the  vexations  of  their  collection,  and  latterly  the  state 
of  abandonment  into  which  the  roads  have  fallen,  have  become  a  heavy 
burden  upon  the  industrial  movement  of  the  country,  and  their  suppres- 
sion, which  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  February  of  the  coming  year, 
will  be  hailed  with  great  satisfaction. 

The  theory  of  the  decree  is  twofold :  first,  the  entire  removal  of  the 
system  of  tolls ;  and,  secondly,  the  providing  of  some  other  means  of 
raising  the  funds  necessary  for  the  construction  and  preservation  of  tiie 
public  roads. 

For  this  latter  purpose  provision  is  made  from  four  sources,  viz: 

1st.  A  tax  of  fifty  cents  per  thousand  on  the  value  of  all  rural  property. 

2d.  A  t*ax  of  fifty  cents  per  thousand  on  the  value  of  mills  and  manu- 
factories. 

3d.  A  tax  upon  stages  used  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  of  one 
cent  per  kilometer  for  the  distance  nm. 

4th.  A  duty  of  one  dollar  for  every  two  hundred  i)ound8  weight  upon 
all  foreign  effects  introduced  into  the  republic,  special  mention  being 
made  that  this  duty  is  to  include  machinery,  agricultural  implements, 
&c.,  that  have  heretofore  been  free. 

A  slight  analysis  will  show  where  it  is  intended  the  burden  of  the 
ftiture  maintenance  of  the  public  highways  of  the  republic  shall  rest 

The  tax  upon  rural  property,  it  will  be  seen,  is  so  low  that  a  farm  of 
the  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  which  perhaps  is  now  without  the 
means  of  communication,  will  have  to  pay  for  this  object  of  such  vital 
importance  for  the  disposition  of  its  products,  only  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars per  annum;  and  a  mill  or  manufactory  of  the  value  of  one  hmidred 
thousand  dollars  will  pay  but  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

But  upon  foreign  commerce  the  duty  which  is  now  laid  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  addition  to  those  previously  existing,  amounts  to  ten  dollars  upon 
every  ton  of  merchandise  or  of  machinery,  and  to  a  dollar  per  b^rel 
upon  flour,  and  so  a  dollar  for  every  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  all 
foreign  effects  introduced  into  the  republic. 

The  purpose  of  the  decree  in  this  respect  is  not  left  in  doubt,  for  in 
the  preamble  the  unsound  principle  is  asserted  that  it  is  foreign  com 
merce  that  makes  the  most  use  of  the  roads,  and  it  is  stated,  therefore 
that  commerce  should  chiefly  furnish  the  funds  for  their  construction 
and  repair. 

While  ready  to  applaud  all  measures  of  practical  reform,  the  interests 
of  our  commerce  with  this  country' compel  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
this  feature  of  the  present  de<jree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtofij  2>.  C. 
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ITransladon.) 
DEPABTMENT  OF  FOltfENTO,  COLONIZATION,    INDUSTRY,  AND  COMMERCE. — SECTION  3. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  addressed  to  me  the  following  decree : 
fienito  Jnarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants'of  the  same,  be  it  known,  that — 

Considering  that  the  impost  known  under  the  name  of  "peajes,"  (tolls  on  the  public 
highways,)  is  the  cause,  to  those  who  are  subject  to  it,  of  detention  and  injury,  which 

veighfl  particularly  on  the  poorer  class  of  the  population ; 

Comdaering  that  it  is  desirable  to  adjust,  as  early  as  i>ossible,  the  collection  of  taxes 
in  wich  a  manner  as  to  facilitate  the  future  establishment  of  the  complete  liberty  of 
interior  conunerce ; 

Considering,  finally,  that  the  effects  which,  by  this  law,  are  to  be  taxed,  are  those 
which  really  make  the  most  use  of  the  roads,  and  should,  therefore,  supply  the  means 
for  their  repair; 

I  have  thought  proper,  in  use  of  the  faculties  with  which  I  am  inyested,  to  decree  as 
follows: 

Articlk  1.  The  tax  known  under  the  name  ol  "peajes,"  (road  tolls,)  is  abolished  in 
an  the  republic. 

Abt.  2,  To  provide  means  for  the  opening  and  repairing  of  roads,  the  following  taxes 
are  established: 

L  Fifty  cents  per  annum  per  thousand  on  the  value  of  rural  property  in  the  repub- 
Uc,  payable  every  four  months  in  advance. 

1  Fifty  cents  per  annum  per  thousand  on  the  value  of  all  manufactories  and  mills, 
payable  also  every  four  months  in  advance. 

'd,  A  doty  of  one  dollar  on  every  two  hundred  pounds  upon  all  foreign  effects  intro- 
duced at  the  maritime  or  frontier  custom-houses  of  the  republic. 

4.  Enterprises  of  carriages  for  the  transiM>rtation  of  passengers  shall  pay  one  cent 
for  each  kilometer  of  road  over  which  their  carriages  run.  This  payment  shall  be 
made  at  the  end  of  every  month,  computing  the  dis^mce  run  by  the  number  of  trips 
each  carriage  has  made  during  the  month. 

Akt.  3.  llie  collection  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  law  on  rural  projjerty,  manufac- 
tories and  mills,  shall  be  made  by  the  respective  chief  treasury  officers,  and  in  the  fed- 
eral district  by  the  office  of  direct  contributions. 

Art.  4.  The  collection  of  the  duty  upon  foreign  effects  shall  be  made  also  upon  machi- 
nery and  other  objects  heretofore  excepted  m>m  duty  by  law,  and  such  exemption 
shall  hereafter  be  enjoyed  only  by  such  objects  as  are  included  in  the  special  privileges 
heretofore  given,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  cbnceded.  Such  collection  shall  be  made 
by  the  collectors  of  the  maritime  and  ^ntier  custom-houses,  who  shall  place  the  funds 
w  received  at  the  disposal  of  the  department  of  fomento,  without  the  right,  in  any  case, 
of  diverting  them  from  the  use  to  which  they  are  destined. 

Airr.  5.  The  department  of  fomento  is  authorized  to  change,  when  it  shall  be  deemed 
Decessary,  the  manner  of  collecting  the  imposts  hereid  referred  to. 

Abt.  6.  The  product  of  these  imposts  snail  remain  exclusively  destined  to  the  con- 
section  of  the  roads. 

Art.  7.  The  imposts  established  by  this  law  shall  commence  to  be  collected  from  the 
Ist  of  January,  1868. 

TraMkny  artide. — In  order  that  the  department  of  fomento  shall  not  be  without  the 
necessary  funds  for  the  repairing  of  the  roads,  the  collection  of  the  tolls  heretofore 
established  diaXL  continue  until  the  last  day  of  January,  1868. 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  the  same  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  and  that  due 
compliance  be  given  to  it. 

Palace  of  the  national  government  in  Mexico,  the  19th  of  November,  1867. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

To  the  citizen  Blas  Balcarcel,      n 

Minigter  of  Fomento,  Colonizatunif  Industry,  and  Commerce, 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty!   Mexico,  November  19, 1^. 

BAT^PARPFX. 


BALCAECEL.. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  46.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  fif  Mexicoy  December  12, 1867. 
8iH :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of 
an  important  decree  issued  by  this  government^  under  date  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  establishing  the  decimal  system  of  coinage. 
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The  monetary  unit  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  under  this  decree,  is  to 
remain  as  heretofore,  the  silver  dollar,  with  the  same  fineness  and  weight 
that  it  now  has. 

The  subdivisions  of  the  dollar  are  to  be  coins  of  fifty  cents,  twenty-five 
cents,  ten  cents,  and  five  cents.  The  coin  of  one  cent  is  to  be  of  copper,  or 
an  alloy  of  that  metal.  The  gold  coins  are  to  be  pieces  of  twenty  dollars, 
ten  dollars,  five  dollars,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents^  and  one  dollar. 

The  weight,  diameter,  and  fineness  of  the  coins  is  established  accord- 
ing to  the  metrical  decimal  system,  and  after  ninety  days  from  the  date 
of  the  publication  of  the  decree,  it  is  to  be  obligatory  upon  all  assayers 
throughout  the  republic  to  mark  the  fineness  of  gold  and  silver  in  thou- 
sandths instead  of  the  Spanish  terms  of  "  dineras,'^  "  quilates,"  and 
"  granos,"  heretofore  in  use. 

From  the  15th  of  September,  1868,  the  circulation  of  money  of  the  so- 
called  imperial  coinage,  and  of  twelve  and  a  half  and  six  and  a  qaarter 
cent  pieces  is  to  be  abolished. 

The  early  attention  to  so  important  a  reform  as  that  eflfected  by  this 
decree  reflects  great  credit  upon  this  government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


ITranalaUon.] 
DBPARTMBNT  OF  FOMKNTO,  COLONIZATION,  INDUSTRY,  AND  COMM£RC£.~SECnON  L 

The  citizen  President  of  the  repubUc  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  tbe  followisf 
decree: 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inbiWt- 
ants  of  the  same  be  it  known :  That  in  use  of  the  ample  faculties  with  which  I  am 
invested,  and  considering  the  necessity  that  exists  of  reforming  the  national  eoin^  aod 
of  establishing  a  uniformity  in  the  subdivisions  of  the  same,  for  the  benc^t  of  aU  cImks 
of  our  society,  and  the  greater  facility  and  simplicity  of  commercial  transactions ;  con- 
sidering that  the  simultaneous  and  authorized  use  of  coin  of  the  old  system  and  of  the 
decimal,  besides  being  embarrassing,  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  administratioQ 
^nerally  accepted,  and  is  also  the  cause  of  difficulties  and  of  losses  to  the  laiger  por- 
tion of  citizens  who  form  the  laboring  part  of  our  population ;  considering  that  the 
copper  money  coined  in  the  States,  on  account  of  the  exceptional  circumstanceSt  doe« 
not  fnU^  meet  the  necessary  conditions,  and  that  its  lack  of  uniformity  restricts  it» 
circulation  within  very  narrow  limits,  thus  causing  great  inconvenience  to  the  develop- 
ment of  commerce ;  considering  that  the  actual  type  of  our  coin  is  imperfect  in  itsartu- 
tic  part  and  is  susceptible  of  the  improvement  and  perfection  that  has  been  attained 
by  the  arts  in  our  country ;  considering,  finally,  that  the  present  is  an  opportune  bbo- 
ment  to  put  in  practice  the  prescriptions  of  the  law  which  determined  tne  eetaUi&b- 
ment  of  the  decimal  system  in  the  republic,  without  making  any  essential  alteration  in 
the  value  of  the  monetary  unit  of  Mexico,  generally  known  and  appreciated  in  tbe 
world,  I  have  thought  proper  to  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  monetary  unit  of  the  Mexican  Republic  shall  be  as  heretofore,  the 
silver  dollar  with  the  same  fineness  and  the  same  weight  that  it  now  has. 

Art.  2.  The  silver  dollar  shall  be  divided  into  two  pieces  of  fifty  cents,  four  of 
twenty-five  cents,  teU  of  ten  cents,  and  twenty  of  five  cents.  The  one  cent  piece  shall 
be  of  copper,  or  a  special  alloy  in  which  said  metal  shall  predominate. 

Art.  3.  The  coinage  of  gold  shall  be  pieces  of  twenty  dollars,  of  ten  dollars,  of  five 
doUars,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  of  one  dollar. 

Art.  4.  The  fineness  of  all  coins  of  silver  shall  be  902  f^,  (10  dineras  30  grains,)  and 
of  all  coins  of  gold  875  thousandths,  (21  carats.) 

Art.  5.  The  dollar  of  silver  shall' weigh  27  grams  73  milligrams;  that  of  the  piece 
of  fifty  cents,  13  grams  536  milligrams ;  that  of  the  piece  of  twenty-five  cents,  6 
grams  768  milligrams ;  that  of  the  piece  of  ten  cents^^  grams  707  milligrams ;  that  of 
the  piece  of  five  cents,  1  gram  353  milligrams.     The  weight  of  the  gold  ooin  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO,  389 


twenty  dollars  shaU  be  33  grams  841  milligrams ;  that  of  the  piece  of  ten  dollars.  16 
grams  920  milligrams :  that  of  the  piece  of  five  dollars,  8  grams  460  milligrams ;  toat 
of  the  piece  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  4  grams  230  milligrams ;  and  that  of  the 
piece  of  one  dollar,  1  gram  692  milligrams. 

Akt.  6.  The  diameter  of  the  dollar  of  silver  shall  be  37  millimeters ;  that  of  the  piece 
of  fifty  oents^  30  millimeters ;  that  of  the  piece  of  twenty-five  cents,  25  millimeters ; 
thit  of  the  piece  of  ten  cents,  17  millimeters;  that  of  the  piece  of  five  cents,  14  milli- 
meters. 

The  diameter  ef  the  gold  coins  shall  be  adjusted  according  to  the  following  dimen- 
skms:  The  piece  of  twenty  dollars,  34  millimeters;  the  piece  of  ten  dollars,  27  milli- 
meters^ the  piece  of  five  dollars,  22  millimeters ;  the  piece  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
IS  milhmeters ;  the  piece  of  one  dollar,  15  millimeters.  The  piece  of  one  cent  will  have 
%  millimeters  of  diameter,  if  of  copper,  or  20  millimeters  if  made  of  a  special  alloy. 

Abt.  7.  Each  piece  of  money  shall  bear,  clearly  stamped  upon  it,  its  respective  vidue ; 
the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  government  assaver,  the  place  and  year  of  its  coinage, 
and  also  marked  upon  it  the  fineness,  when  of  silver  or  of  gold. 

Abt.  6.  The  cent  shall  be  made  of  copper  or  a  special  metallic  compound  in  which 
copper  shall  predominate  in  such  prop<>rtion  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  department  of 
fomeiito. 

Akt.  9.  The  range  or  difference  permitted  in  the  fineness  of  the  precious  metals 
shall  not  exceed  three  thousandths  for  silver  and  two  thousandths  for  gold ;  but  this 
differenee  shall  only  be  admitted  in  certain  exceptional  cases  and  not  as  a  general  rule, 
in  the  coinage.  •• 

Abt.  10.  Ninety  days  after  the  publication  of  this  law  in  this  capital,  it  will  be  obli- 
gatory upon  all  the  assayers  of  the  republic  to  mark  in  thousandths  ^e  fineness  of  sil- 
ver aind  of  gold,  whether  these  metals  are  separated  or  mixed.  The  terms  **  dineras/' 
"qoelates,"  and  '*granos/'  heretofore  used  to  designate  the  purity  of  said  metals  and 
their  alloys,  being  abolished,  the  expression  of  the  fineness  will  hereafter  be  carried  to 
tens  of  thousandtns. 

Art.  11.  In  order  that  the  preceding  article  shall  be  carried  into  full  effect,  the  cor- 
lefiwnding  decimal  weights  shall  be  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  department  of  fomento, 
and  shall  be  sent  to  all  the  assay  offices  and  mints  of  the  republic. 

Abt.  12.  For  the  preparation  of  the  new  molds  for  the  national  coin,  in  conformity 
with  the  reforms  now  decreed,  and  in  order  to  improve  and  perfect  the  actual  type,  a 
meeting  shall  be  called  of  all  the  Mexican  engravers,  and  of  foreigners,  in  order  that 
they  may  present  their  models,  whiuh  shall  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a  special 
jury,  appointed  and  presided  over  by  the  minister  of  fomento,  under  such  regulations 
as  shaU  be  preecribe^d  in  the  call  therefor. 

Abt.  13.  On  the  15th  of  September,  1868,  the  circulation  of  the  so-called  imperial 
coins  diall  be  abolished ;  as  also  that  of  the  denominated  *^  reales  "  and  *^  medios,^'  and 
wch  of  the  copper  coin  as  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  new  system.  The  department 
of  hacienda  is  authorized  to  issue  the  necessary'  orders  for  the  redemption  of  said 
coin. 

nherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published  and  circulated,  in  order  that  it  may 
he  dnly  complied  with. 
Pidaee  of  tne  national  govemm^cnt  in  Mexico,  the  27th  of  November,  1867. 

,     BENITO  JUABEZ. 
Tr  the  Citizen  Blas  Balcarcel, 

Minister  of  Fomento^  Industry  and  Commerce, 
And  I  communicate  the  same  to  jrou  for  your  intelligence  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !   Mexico,  November  28, 1867. 

BALCARCEL. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  47.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexicOy  December  13, 1867. 
8iB:  The  importance  to  commerce  with  this  country  of  the  early, 
completion  of  the  raihroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  this  city,  may  render  it 
proper  that  I  should  transmit  to  the  department  a  copy  of  the  decree 
issued  by  this  government  on  the  27th  ultimo,  revalidating  the  rights  of 
the  company  engaged  in  the  construction  of  that  work,  which,  it  was 
alleged,  had  been  impaired  by  dealings  with  the  late  so-called  imperial 
aothiarities. 
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The  commencement  of  the  construction  of  this  important  work  dates 
many  years  back,  as  in  1854,  when  I  first  visited  this  country,  ten  miles 
of  the  road,  from  Vera  Cruz,  had  been  completed  by  the  government 
In  1855,  Santa  Anna  being  then  in  power,  a  conceasion  for  the  constrac- 
tion  of  the  road  was  made  to  parties  who  soon  after  transferred  their 
rights,  with  the  consent  of  the  government,  to  a  Mexican  capitaUst,  to 
whom,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1857,  a  new  concession  was  made  by  the 
government  of  President  Comonfort. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1861,  the  rebellion  of  Zuloaga  and  Miramon  hav- 
ing intervened,  a  new  concession  was  made  to  the  same  party  by  the 
government  of  President  Juarez,  and  the  construction  of  the  work  was 
actively  commenced.  The  intervention  then  occurred  and  the  work  was 
suspended. 

In  1804  the  grantee  transferred  his  rights  to  a  company  formed  in 
England.  The  concession  containing  a  requirement  that  the  consent  of 
the  government  must  be  obtained  to  any  transfer  of  the  same,  applica- 
tion was  made  for  that  purpose  to  the  so-called  Maximilian  authorities, 
and  in  January,  1865,  such  approval  was  procured,  and  a  new  concession, 
modifying  in  some  particulars  the  old,  was  accepted  from  the  said  so- 
called  authorities  by  the  parties  interested. 

Under  this  the  work  was  resumed  and  prosecuted,  until,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  intervention,  forty-seven  niiles  out  firom  Vera  Cruz,  and 
eighty-six  miles  from  this  city,  had  been  completed,  and  some  consider- 
able portion  of  the  intermediate  superstructure,  leaving  only  one  hmi- 
dred  and  twenty-eight  miles,  or  less  than  half  of  the  distance  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  this  capital  to  be  completed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  parties  interested  have  applied  to  this 
government  for  a  new  concession,  or  revalidation  of  the  previous  fi^n- 
chises,  which  has  been  obtained  in  the  decree  now  issued.  The  terras  of 
this  decree  are  liberal  in  the  extreme,  but  the  measure  has  the  greatest 
public  importance  in  showing  that  capital  invested  in  the  vitally  import- 
ant work  of  railroad  building  in  this  country  will  be  respected  under 
all  of  the  changes  of  government  that  can  i)ossibly  occur. 

Being  without  rivers  this  country  must  have  railroads ;  its  magnifi- 
cent resources  cannot  be  developed  until  such  means  of  communication 
are  provided,  and  no  one  necessity  of  the  country  is  more  palpable  than 
this.  It  must  be  equally  evident  that  nowhere  can  the  enterprise,  the 
energy  and  the  capacity  for  their  construction,  be  so  properly  or  desira- 
bly looked  for,  as  in  the  United  States,  where  the  achievements  in  this 
line,  and  the  wonderful  progress  of  our  great  national  work  to  the  Pacific, 
are  extorting  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU^  Washington^  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  48.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  13, 1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Diario 
Official  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  a  decree  issued  by  this  govern- 
ment, establishing  what  is  termed  a  municipal  fund  for  this  city. 
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By  tbe  terms  of  this  decree,  it  appears  that  the  old  system  of  iuterior 
custom-houses  is  to  be  perpetuated,  as  a  distinct  tariff  upon  national  and 
foreign  effects  is  established  for  this  city,  the  duties  under  which  are  to 
be  collected  by  the  federal  custom-house  of  this  capital  for  the  benefit 
of  the  municipality. 

Besides  the  objectionable  feature,  also,  of  the  further  additional  duty 
which  this  decitje  creates,  the  duties  levied  are  very  high,  for  after  hav- 
ing {laid  the  duty  of  importation  and  all  the  vanous  additional  duties 
that  foreign  effects  are  subjected  to,  for  account  of  the  federal  govern- 
lueut,  before  reaching  this  city,  they  have  now  to  pay,  simply  as  a 
municipal  charge,  fifty  cents  a  case  on  wine,  beer,  and  spirits ;  two  dol- 
lars and  twenty-five  cents  per  barrel  on  vinegar ;  four  dollars  and  a  half 
l)er  barrel  on  wine,  ale,  and  cider ;  forty  cents  per  two  hundred  pounds 
on  foreign  groceries,  and  seventy-five  cent,s  per  two  hundred  pounds  on 
all  other  foreign  effects  except  machinery,  which  is  to  pay  twenty  cents 
on  every  two  hundred  pounds. 

With  these  multiplied  and  successive  charges,  and  the  requirement  of 
such  repeated  custom  house  formalities,  it  would  appear  as  if  commerce 
was  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  be  watched,  and  mistrusted,  and  restricted, 
rather  than  as  a  welcome  Mend  whose  presence  scatters  only  mutual 
benefits 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  WashingtoUj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  49.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoy  December  16, 1867. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  return  of  the  national  government  to  this  capital,  in 
July  last,  it  was  understood,  though  not  officially  announced,  that  it 
would  decline  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  the  agents  of  the  powers  who 
had  recognized  the  so-cajfled  government  of  Maximilian. 

On  the  part  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  course  no  intercourse 
was  attempted.  Some  of  the  consuls,  however,  held  their  exequaturs 
from  a. period  dating  very  far  back.  This  was  the  case  with  the  British 
consul,  Mr.  Glennie,  who  was  appointed  on  the  2d  of  November,  1853,  and 
whose  exequatur  was  issued  by  Santa  Anna,  who  was  then  in  power,  on 
the  4th  ot  February,  1854..  Under  this  exequatur  he  had  continued  to 
exercise  his  ftinctioiis  as  consul  during  all  the  different  changes  of  gov- 
ernment that  had  occurred. 

In  August  laOT,  however,  the  question  being  raised,  in  the  case  of  an 
intestate  estate  in  his  charge,  which  was  in  court,  as  to  whether  he  was 
now  recognized  as  in  the  exercise  of  such  functions,  he  addressed  a 
note  to  j^fi.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  who  replied  that  he  was  not  so  recognized, 
as  this  government  had  decided  not  to  recognize  any  representatives  of 
any  power  that  had  been  in  relations  with  the  so-called  government  of 
Maximilian. 

Thia  correspondence  was  sent  to  England  in  September,  and  instruc- 
tions have  now  been  returned,  which  reached  here  on  the  7th  instant, 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  members  of  the  late  legation  and  the  consul,, 
together  with  the  archives  of  the  legation  and  the  considate. 


Digitrzed  by  Google 


392  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

When  Mr.  Scarlett,  who  was  accredited  as  British  minister  to  Maxi- 
milian, left  this  country  in  November  of  last  year,  Mr.  Middleton,  secre- 
tary of  the  legation,  remained  as  charg^  d'affaires. 

In  April  of  the  present  year,  in  common  with4;he  other  members  of 
the  diplomatic  corps  accredited  to  Maximilian,  he  terminated  relations 
with  that  so-called  government.  Since  then  he  has  remained  here  with 
the  members  of  his  legation,  while  all  the  other  European  representar 
tives  have  left  the  country  5  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  expectation  tiiatat 
no  distant  period  relations  might  be  reopened  between  England  and  the 
government  of  the  republic. 

I  am  enabled  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the  correspondence  that 
has  taken  place  on  this  occasion  between  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Lexdo 
de  Tejada,  as  also  that  between  Mr.  Glennie  and  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
in  August  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr,  Middleton  to  Seior  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Mexico,  Decemher  8, 1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  was  last  night  placed  in  possession  of  the 
instructions  of  her  M^esty's  government  to  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  fornish 
with  passports  myself  and  allsuch  persons  as  are  engaged  in  the  service  of  her  Majesty's 
lat«  legation  here,  and  also  for  her  Majesty's  consul  and  his  family,  for  the  purpose  of 
leaving  this  republic  by  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  hst  of  the  names  of  the  i>er8ons  for  whom 
this  favor  is  solicited. 

With  respect  to  the  motives  which  have  induced  her  M^esty's  government  to  remove 
the  several  members  of  her  Majesty's  late  legation,  as  well  as  those  employed  in  her 
Mi^csty's  late  consulate  in  this  capital,  as  well  as  all  archives  and  government  prop- 
erty apjtertaining  to  the  same,  from  this  country,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  sir, 
that  I  have  been  ordered  to  make  the  present  application  for  passports  for  myself,  aa 
well  as  the  persons  referred  to,  in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  hold  no  intercourse  with  the  agents  of  powers  who  recognized  the  govemmeni 
of  the  Emperor  Maximilian.  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  desired,  upon  my  departure,  fbr- 
maUy  to  place  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  government  the  persons  and  prop- 
erties of  British  subjects,  and  to  call  upon  the  Mexican  government,  in  fulfillment  of 
the  duty  for  which  all  statues  are  responsible,  to  secure  from  injury  at  the  hands  of  the 
public  authorities  aU  British  subjects  residing  in  or  passing  through  their  country,  and 
to  extend  to  them,  as  long  as  they  are  within  the  country,  and  to  their  properties,  full 
justice  in  all  their  dealings. 

So  soon  as  I  am  able  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  my  departure,  and  fpr  the 
transport  of  the  archives  of  her  Majesty's  legation,  it  wiU  be  my  duty,  in  confonnity 
with  my  instructions,  to  apply  to  you,  sir,  for  the  necessary  escort  for  enabling  me  to 
reach  Vera  Cruz  in  safety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  » 

R.  T.  C.  MIDDLETON. 

Sefior  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  db  Tejada,  ^c,  ^c,  ^0. 


SeHor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr,  Middleton. 

[Tran8lation.1 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  Decemher  11, 1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  the  passports  requested  for  yourself  and  company* 
in  yonr  note  of  the  8th  instant.    You  say  the  reasons  for  such  instructions  from  the 
government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  are*  because  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Mexican 
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^Temment  not  to  have  any  oommQnication  with  the  a^ntu  of  the  powers  that  recog- 
nized the  so-called  government  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian. 

The  position  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  those  powers,  has  hecn 
omsed  by  no  voluntary  act  of  its  chief;  those  powers  decided  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fiiendly  relations  with  theMexican  repuhlic,  by  expelling  it  from  the  society  of  nations. 
The  repablic  exisists  by  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  its  government  is  reatly 
to  renew  rektions  with  all  foreign  powers,  so  soon  as  they  will  make  proposals  in  just 
ind  proper  terms. 

The  government  wiU  see  that  English  subjects  residing  in  Mexico  are  protected  by 
the  laws  of  the  eoontry.    During  the  war  there  was  no  complaint  in  any  part  of  the 
•  eonotiy  subject  to  the  authorities  of  the  republic ;  and  since  the  close  of  the  foreign 
mtenrention  the  government  has  heard  of  no  cause  of  complaint  anywhere. 

As  it  has  always  done,  the  government  of  the  republic  will  comply  with  the  precepts 
rfthe  hiw  of  nations,  and  will  see  that  its  own  laws  are  properly  executed. 

The  escort  yon  ask  for  will  be  furnished  when  you  are  ready  to  start. 

With  the  greatest  consideration.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJAPA. 

Mr.  R.  T.  C.  HiDDLETON,  ^c.  /-c,  ^c. 


Mr,  Olennie  to  Sehor  Lerdo  de  Tefada, 

BRmsH  Consulate,  Mexico,  August  27, 1867. 
Mr.  Minister  :  By  virtue  of  the  commission  granted  me  on  the  2d  of  November,  1853, 
ind  its  relative  exequatur  of  the  4th  of  February,  1854, 1  have  performed  the  duties  of 
BritiBh  consul  since  that  time. 

My  son,  Charles  F.  Glennie,  was  acting  in  my  name  when  he  was  called  by  the  courts 
of  the  countrv  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Alexander  Lafontaine,  a  British  sub- 
ject, deceased. 

Again  he  was  summoned  in  the  same  case  by  the  judge  of  the  sixth  district,  when  I 

learned  that  the  President  of  the  republic  refused  to  acknowledge  me  as  British  consul. 

As  it  is  my  duty  to  protect  m v  countrymen  and  attend  to  the  estates  of  deceased  and 

tbeent  British  subjects,  in  conlormity  with  the  laws  of  the  republic,  you  will  pleaso 

infbrm  me  who  is  to  discharge  the  duties  of  British  consul  in  this  city. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

F.  GLENNIE. 
Mr.  S.  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

iftuMter  of  Foreign  Belationt,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c 


SeOor  Lerdo  de  Tgada  to  Mr,  Glennie, 
[Tranalatioii.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

MejcicOy  August  30,  1867. 
Sir  :  In  your  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  relating  to  the  property  of  an  in- 
testate British  subject,  you  ask  if  the  government  of  the  republic  refuses  to  recognize 
joa  as  British  consul. 

You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  judge  iu  the  case  mentioned  was  ordered  by  the 
dmitment  of  justice  not  to  allow  you  to  intervene  as  consul. 

this  was  d^e  because  the  government  of  the  republic  had  determined  to  have  no 
oflicial  interoourae  with  any  agent  of  the  governments  abroad  that  had  acknowledged 
the  usurper  of  foreign  intervention. 

I  am,  respectflUy,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

8.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Mr.  F.  Guenkib,  ^,  fc,  ^x,,  Mexico, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  52.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  18, 1867. 
8lB :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  Ko.  25,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  inclos- 
ing copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  department  by  Mr.  E.  J.  More, 
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from  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  asking  interposition  in  behalf  of  Captaia 
Krauseneck,  represented  to  have  faithfully  served  in  the  Union  army 
duiing  our  late  war,  and  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  confinement  at  Gaa- 
n^uato,  having  been  made  prisoner  at  Queretaro  while  in  the  service  of 
Maximilian. 

By  the  t«rms  of  the  general-amnesty  order  of  the  31st  of  October  last, 
a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department  with  my  dispatch 
Nc.  28,  of  the  4th  ultimo,  all  foreign  officers  held  as  prisoners  on  account 
of  service  under  ij^aximilian  had  their  sentences  commuted  to  banish- 
ment from  the  country.  Under  this  order  all  such  officers,  or  nearly  all, 
have  already  left.  I  presume  Captain  Krauseneck  is  among  the  num- 
ber. I  will  endeavor  to  make  inquiry  concerning  him,  and  will  promptly 
communicate  any  information  that  I  m'ay  obtain  to  the  department 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stut€j  ^V(l8h^ngtonJ  D.  C. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  56.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  26, 1867. 

Sm :  On  the  19th  instant  the  special  committee  of  the  Mexican  con- 
gress, appointed  to  examine  the  votes  of  the  electoral  colleges  for  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic  and  president  of  the  supreme  court,  made  their 
report,  which  was  adopted. 

Of  the  10,3S0  votes  cast  by  180  electoral  colleges  for  President,  it  is 
stated  that  7,422  were  given  for  Benito  Juarez,  2,709  for  Porfirio  Diaz, 
57  for  Gonzalez  Ortega,  and  the  remainder  (192)  scattering. 

A  decree  was,  therefore,  passed  by  congress  declaring  Benito  Juarez 
constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States  for  the  period 
terminating  on  the  30th  of  November,  1871,  by  reason  of  his  having 
received  an  absolute  majority  of  aU  the  votes  cast. 

Of  the  10,421  votes  c«ast  for  president  of  the  supreme  court,  (the 
Vice-President  of  the  republic,)  it  is  stated  that  3,874  were  cast  for 
Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  2,541  for  Porflrio  Diaz,  and  the  remainder 
(3,970)  divided  among  a  large  number  of  other  candidates.  Xo  candi- 
date having  an  absolute  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  the  election  fell 
to  congress,  and  rested  between  the  two  candidates  receiving  the  high- 
est number  of  votes.  The  election  then  proceeded  by  states,  twenty- 
three  states  voting  by  their  delegations.  Of  these  seventeen  voted  for 
Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  and-six  for  Porflrio  Diaz. 

A  decree  was  thereupon  passed  by  congress  declaring  Sebastian  Lerdo 
de  Tejada  constitutional  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  by 
reason  of  his  having  obtaine(f  an  absolute  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 
the  deputations  of  the  states.       * 

On  the  following  day  congress  fixe4  the  25th  instant  as  the  day  on 
which  the  presidant  of  the  republic  should  take  possession  of  his  oflSee 
under  the  new  term  of  which  he  had  been  now  declared  to  be  elected. 

Having  received  a  formal  invitation  from  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  I  was  present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  inauguration,  which  took 
place  yesterday  in  the  hall  of  the  national  congress. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  inclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Diario  Ofl- 
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cial,  contaiuinfi:  the  address  of  President  Janrez,  and  the  reply  of  the 
pn*siding  oflficer  of  confi^ress,  delivei-ed  on  that  occasion. 

It  will  be  obsei-ved  that  in  neither  of  the  above  addresses  is  any  allu- 
sion Diade  to  i'oreign  affairs.  The  tone  of  the  addresses  is  moderate  and 
practical,  and  inspires  hope  for  the  preservation  of  constitutional  order 
in  the  future. 

Mexico  has  now  conquered  the  establishment  of  a  republican  form  of 
government.  The  constitution  of  1857,  subject  to  such  changes  as  may 
be  made,  in  the  manner  it  prescribes,  it  is  settled  is  to  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  The  separation  of  state  and  church  has  been  eiftected. 
The  vast  property  of  the  latter  has  been  nationalized  and  passed  into 
private  ownership. 

All  the  power  of  France  and  the  pledges  and  obligations  of  Maxi- 
milian have  proved  insuf^cient  to  reverse  this  action. 

The  three  years'  rebellion  of  1858  to  1861  having  been  put  down, 
defeated  faction  appealed  to  its  last  resort,  foreign  intervention.  That 
has  succumbed  to  an  eternal  verdict,  so  far  as  Europe  is  concerned. 

Permanent  peace,  therefore,  appe<ars  now  to  be  within  Mexico's  reach,  if 
she  will  be  just  to  her  national  obligations  abroad,  and  the  government 
at  home  will  resolutely  and  promptly  repress  any  local  attempts  that 
jnay  be  made  to  disturb  the  public  order. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


[TranBlAtioii.] 
Address  of  President  Juarez. 

CmzEX  Deputies  :  The  confidence  of  the  people  who  have  deigned  to  honor  me 
with  their  votes  imposes  upon  me  new  and  sacred  dnties.  With  a  loyal  and  patriotic 
determination  to  fnltill  them,  I  have  come  to  make  hefore  yon  the  solemn  protest 
prescribed  by  our  fandamental  code. 

Scarcely  had  the  conflict  passed  in  which  war  had  involved  the  republic,  when  it 
presented  before  the  world  the  example  of  retuniinp  to  enter  upon  the  regular  admin- 
istration of  its  institutions.  In  order  to  proceed  m  confonuity  to  those  institutions, 
a»  well  in  the  union  as  in  the  states,  the  people  have  freely  made  the  election  of  all 
thHr  public  functionaries. 

When  the  nation  was  in  peril  the  national  representatives  decreed  that  the  execu- 
tive should  l>e  the  d(*posit'Ory  of  the  most  ample  faculties.  Then,  as  a  necessary  con- 
seqnence  of  the  circumstances,  the  obser^-ance  of  various  precepts  of  the  constitution 
was  interrupted.  Nevertheless,  I  endeavored  always  t-o  act  acconling  to  its  spirit,  in 
«>  far  as  was  nermitted  by  the  inevitable  exigencies  of  the  war.  Now  that  the  happy 
triiunph  of  tft  republic  has  permitted  the  full  regimen  of  the  constitution  to  be  again 
^Btablished,  I  shall  take  care  faithfully  to  guard  it,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  regarded, 
both  from  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  in  confor- 
mity with  my  own  convictions. 

The  faithful  observance  of  the  fundamental  fact  by  the  federal  functionaries,  and 
those  of  the  states,  will  be  the  most  efficacious  means  of  consummating  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  republic.  That  important  object  will  be  attained,  if  always  in  confor- 
Jnity  with  the  constitution  the  rederul  power  respects  the  rights  of  the  states,  and 
the  states  res^iect  the  righta  of  the  union.  Without  this,  the  primary  basis  for  the 
consolidation  of  peace,  which  should  be  the  chief  aim  of  all  our  aspirations,  will  be 
▼anting.  All  private  rights,  and  all  the  interests  of  society  depending  upon  the  pre- 
servatiiin  of  peace,  the  government  should  omit  nothing  for  the  jealous  i)rotoction  of 
the  liljerty  and  the  guarantees  of  citizens  faithful  in  their  obedience  to  the  laws, 
ami  for  the  energetic  restraint  of  those  who  rebel  against  them,  disturbing  the  public 
order. 

During  the  years  that  I  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  government,  in  prosperous 
Mtuatious,  as  well  as  in  those  that  have  been  adverse,  it  has  been  the  sole  object  of  all 
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my  acts  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  to  procore  the  well  being  of  my 
country. 

I  feel  that  all  my  eratitnde  is  due  to  it,  as  I  recognize  that  to  be  elected  again  I  hire 
had  no  other  merit  tnan  the  loyalty  of  my  intentions. 

It  is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  laid  down  in  the  constitution  that  all  public 
power  emanates  from  the  people  and  is  instituted  for  their  benefit.  As  a  son  of  the 
people  I  can  never  forget  that  my  sole  title  is  their  will,  and  that  my  sole  object  should 
always  be  their  highest  good  and  prosperity. 

In  my  administration,  citizen  deputies,  your  intelligence  wiU  be  my  guide,  and  my 
duty  will  be  fulfilled  in  carrying  out  your  decisions,  in  sustaining  the  dignity  and  the 
independence  of  the  nation,  and  in  making  effective  the  principles  of  uberty  and  of 
progress  which  the  Mexican  people  have  conquered  with  their  blood. 


[TranBlation.] 
Address  of  the  Vice-Presidentf  D,  Mannel  Saavedra, 

CmzBN  President  :  For  many  nations  of  the  earth  one  sole  independence  has  been 
sufficient  to  give  birth  to  a  full  and  free  existence,  and  to  enter  upon  the  high  road  of 
progress  towards  well-being  and  prosperity. 

Mexico  has  required  the  renewal  thrice  of  her  independence,  in  order  to  place  herself 
securely  in  the  road  to  that  end :  the  independence  from  Spain,  the  independence  from 
the  clergy  and  the  former  army,  and  the  independence  from  Europe. 

With  the  efforts  and  blood  of  her  faithful  sons,  Mexico  has  now  consummated  this 
triple  independence,  and  has  thus  given  incontestable  proofs  of  a  vigorous  life,  and 
that  she  has  now  placed  herself  on  the  road  to  a  rapid  prosperity.  To  reach  this  point 
she  has  had  to  tread  a  path  of  blood  and  of  tears ;  she  has  passed  through  more  tiian 
fifty  years  of  sacrifices,  of  disenchantments,  and  of  hard  experience,  but  she  will  know 
how  to  improve  these  severe  lessons  of  the  past,  and  by  the  aid  of  her  noble  sons  will 
assure  a  happy  future. 

You,  citizen  President,  elected  by  the  people,  have  been  at  their  head  and  have  acted 
an  important  part  in  two  of  these  epochs,  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  nation.  They 
confided  to  you  their  liberties  in  1857,  and  you  saved  them,  securing  their  emimcipa* 
tion  from  the  clergy,  the  array,  and  from  retrogression. 

They  confided  to  you  their  banner  in  1862,  and  you  maintained  it  untarnished  and 
aloft,  presenting  it  to-day  proud  and  triumphant. 

The  national  representation  complies  now  with  a  just  and  gratefnl  duty  in  saluting 
you  as  the  worthy  standard-bearer  of  Mexico. 

The  Mexican  people,  in  the  full  exercise  now  of  their  sovereignty,  have  again  elected 
you  their  President,  and  intrust  to  you  the  final  work  of  their  happiness,  the  consolida- 
tion of  public  peace.  Grave  and  difficult  the  task  certainly  is,  but  your  constancy  and 
patriotism,  and  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  of  which  recent  proora  have  been  given, 
^ive  assurance  that  you  will  not  despond  in  the  undertaking,  and  that  it  wiU  be  real- 
ized. In  this  result  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  union  will  have  a  very  important 
part.  It  realizes  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  although  it  distrusts  its  capacity  to 
properly  fulfill  its  mission,  it  is  at  the  same  time  animated  by  a  feeling  of  patriotism, 
that  noble  sentiment  whicn  is  the  source  of  public  good  and  of  worthy  actions,  audit 
will  not  cease  in  its  labors  nor  vacillate  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  that  it  will 
hold  constantly  in  view. 

The  installation  of  the  federal  powers  proves  that  Mexico  enters  upon  a  constitutional 
regimen,  and  the  situation  in  which  the  country  now  is  shows  that  the  sole  problem  to 
bo  solved  in  order  to  assure  the  public  peace  is  that  of  a  good  administration. 

The  chief  means  to  realize  that  end  will  be  a  respect  for  the  law,  and  its  most  faith- 
ful and  exact  fulfillment.  Let  us  direct  all  our  efforts  to  that  end,  and  if  we  attain  that 
happy  result  we  shall  correspond  to  the  great  confidence  that  has  been  placed  in  us, 
will  fulfill  the  high  mission  that  has  been  intrusted  to  us,  and  will  realize  the  hopes  that 
are  centered  in  us  by  our  beloved  country. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  64.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  January  11, 1868. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  ft 
manifesto,  addressed  under  date  of  the  8th  instant,  by  the  congress  of 
Mexico  to  the  Mexican  people. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  this  manifesto  reiterates,  on  the  part  of  con- 
gress, the  position  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  republic,  in  his  address 
to  that  body  at  the  formal  opening  of  the  session  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, that  all  treaties  are  at  an  end  between  Mexico  and  those  powers  who 
recognized  the  so-called  government  of  Maximilian. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  in  the  discussion  and  adoption  of  the  mani- 
festo, which  took  place  in  secret  session,  and  proceeded  by  paragraphs, 
an  amendment  was  proposed  more  especially  recognizing  the  aid  Mexico 
has  received,  during  her  recent  struggle,  from  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  strongly  supported,  I  am  told,  by  Mr.  Montes,  for- 
merly minister  for  foreign  afiairs  under  President  Comonfort,  Mr.  Mata, 
formerly  minister  to  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Caiiedo,  a  talented  dep- 
uty fix)m  the  state  of  Jalisco,  but  it  failed  to  be  carried. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  C 


Mawfesto  of  the  Mexican  Congrets, 
rTTaiisUtion.l 

The  Ck>sGBCflB  to  thk  Nation  : 

Hie  conerem  of  the  onion  on  finding  itself  again  in  session,  after  the  trimiendons 
crinB  which  threatened  the  existence  of  the  republic,  feels  the  necessity  of  addressing 
itself  to  the  Mexican  people  in  order  to  unite  its  congratulations  with  theirs  upon  the 
Bslvation  of  the  country,  and  to  felicitate  them  upon  the  glorious  result  that  has  been 
achieved  by  the  heroic  efforts  of  a  generation  that  has  shown  itself  worthy  of  the  legacy, 
wiiich,  at  the  cost  of  their  blood,  was  bequeathed  to  it  by  the  iUustnous  martyrs  S[  the 
independence. 

Joined  together,  the  efforts  and  the  elements  of  war  of  three  powerful  nations,  in 
order  to  invade  our  territory;  the  convention  of  London  ruptured;  the  treaties  of 
Soledad  violated  by  the  French  commissioners,  and  undertaken  by  fVance  alone  ;  the 
enterprise  of  extinguishing  our  nationality  in  order  to  convert  our  country  into  a  French 
ookmy  as  miserably  oppressed  as  those  established  in  Africa  while  giving  it  the  pom- 
{KNis  title  of  an  empire ;  brought  among  the  baggage  of  the  invading  army  the  ill-advised 
prince  who  assuro^  an  imperial  diadem,  and  was,  notwithstanding,  tlie  first  vassal  of 
tite  Emperor  of  the  French ;  established  and  supported  by  foreign  bayonets  a  shadow 
of  monarchical  government  destitute  of  an  independent  existence  and  of  aU  national 
eiement ;  the  invasion  extended  to  a  great  part  of  the  republic,  and  employing  some- 
times seduction  and  a  so-caUed  clemency,  at  others  corruption  and  prodigality,  and, 
itin  more,  terror,  devastation,  and  extermination,  the  intervention  always  and  every- 
where encountered  the  most  determined  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  people, 
who,  abandoned  to  their  fate,  and  without  foreign  aid,  combatted  without  cessation 
uid  without  rest,  and  regainc^l  with  their  blood  the  whole  of  the  national  territory. 
£sch  faction  tif  our  army,  every  gueriUa  who  fought  the  invader,  was  the  representative 
of  a  nationality  that  could  not  b«  extinguished;  that  struggled  without  measuring  the 
forces  of  its  adversaries,  and  that  energeticaUy  protested  against  the  iniquity  and 
against  the  injustice  of  the  most  baseless  usurpation. 

This  heroic  resistance  of  the  people  who  longed  for  independence  and  liberty  con- 
Tinced  the  Emperor  of  the  Frencn  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  realize  his  plans, 
and  obliged  him  to  withdraw  in  the  most  ignominious  manner.  Of  no  use  to  him  were 
his  victories,  due  to  the  superiority  of  his  elements  of  war ;  of  no  avail  were  the  atro- 
cities with  which  his  banner  was  stained;  and.  in  the  end,  he  utterly  failed  before  the 
iomotenoy  of  force  to  extinguish  justice  and  riglit. 

When  &e  throne  that  France  pretended  to  erect  remained  witlfout  the  aid  of  France 
it  disappeared  without  leaving  a  footprint  before  the  simple  breath  of  the  popular 
iadigDatifm,  and  the  pitiful  prince,  abandoned  by  his  protector,  met  the  fate  of  the 
lowest  k«der  of  fiUibusters ;  ror  this  act  of  Justice  was  demanded  by  the  outraged  dig- 
nity of  the  republic,  and  was  also  indispensable  to  assure  by  the  means  of  a  statutory 
waraing  the  independence  and  the  tranquillity  not  only  of  Mexico  but  of  all  America, 
c«Bitaiitly  menaced  by  insensate  ambitions  and  by  the  delirium  of  reconquest  to  which 
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the  despots  of  the  old  continent  have  been  delivered  np  without  knowing  the  progiwes, 
the  vitality,  and  the  force  which  at  it  sindependence  was  possessed  by  the  New  Worid. 

Mexico  bos  now  completely  restored  its  independence,  and,  as  during  the  stniggle,  this 
was  identified  with  its  political  liberty ;  it  has  restored  also  the  constitutional  order 
which  assurer  this  liberty  and  guarantees  all  rights. 

The  triumph  of  Mexico  is  not  obscured  by  any  compromise ;  the  disasters  of  the  w« 
have  not  lessened  its  dignity ;  misfortune  has  not  caused  it  to  sacrifice  any  principle ; 
and  it  has  not  purchased  peace  at  the  cost  of  shameful  compromises  or  humUiatiDg 
concessions.    • 

For  such  brilliant  results  the  representatives  of  the  people  lack  words  fittingly  to 
express  their  felicitations.  This  result  is  the  work  of  the  people,  who  could  not  be 
seduced  or  intimidated  by  the  foreigner. 

To  this  result  the  eminent  citizen  charged  with  the  exe^jutive  power  most  eflBcacionsly 
♦Mmtributed.  Always  the  faithful  reprewmtative  of  the  republic,  he  never  for  a  moment 
thought  of  compromising  with  the  invader,  nor  did  he  despair  for  an  instant  of  the  sal- 
vation of  his  country.  Congress  does  no  more  than  do  homage  to  the  truth  in  saying 
that  this  citizen  fulfilled  his  duty.  Such  has  been,  without  doubt,  the  judgment  of  the 
people  in  re-electing  him  to  the  chief  magistracy. 

To  the  congress  it  belongs  to  constitute  itself  the  interpreter  of  the  national  gratitude, 
honoring  and  recompensing  the  services  that  so  many  good  Mexicans  have  nmdered  to 
their  country,  and  attending  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  sacrificed  thdr 
lives  upon  the  scaffold,  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  for  the  independence  of  the  repnbUc. 

There  is  a  duty  that  is  not  grateful  to  congress,  but  that  is  imperiously  necessary, 
and  it  consists  in  not  conceding  impunity  to  the  greater  criminals.  Congress,  in  cop- 
plyiug  with  this  duty,  will  endeavor  to  conciliate  clemency  with  justice,  will  fixitseyes 
upon  the  future,  and  will  seek  to  re-establish  public  morality;  but  it  will  not  be  actu- 
ated by  any  spirit  of  rancor  or  of  vengeance,  nor  wiU  it  be  false  to  the  magnanimity  of 
which  the  generous  Mexican  people  have  given  so  many  proofs. 

The  situation  of  the  republic  upon  the  completion  of  its  triumph  over  its  foreign  and 
interior  enemies  is  highly  satisfactorv,  and  reanimates  the  hopes  of  all  those  who  desire 
the  prosperity,  the  well-oeing,  and  the  aggrandizement  of  our  country.  Ujwn  the  wis- 
dom, the  goml  sense,  the  patriotism  and  the  civic  virtues  of  the  Mexicans  it  depends 
that  these  alluring  expectations  shall  not  be  frustrated.  They  are  the  masters  of  their 
own  destiny ;  and  upq|i  the  practical  application  of  the  liberty  they  have  defended  with 
so  much  courage,  and  the  strict  observance  of  the  fundamental  law  so  much  desired, 
depends  peace  and  public  order,  which  are  the  first  necessities  of  the  country,  as  also 
the  subsistence  and  the  perfecting  of  the  institutions,  the  credit,  and  the  respectability 
of  the  republic  before  the  world.  The  first  duty  of  Mexicans  'consists  to-day  in  respect 
and  submission  to  the  laws  and  the  authorities  that  emanate  from  them,  and  in  making  ■ 
full  use  of  all  the  liberty  authorized  by  the  constitution,  without  compromising  the 
public  ease  or  inciting  tonew  revolutions. 

For  public  evils,  for  abuses  by  the  authorities,  for  the  misconduct  of  the  government, 
there  are  legal  remedies  established  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  no  others  should  be 
adopted,  for  there  is  no  greater  peril  than  in  the  intemintion  of  the  legal  order. 

With  the  observance  of  the  law  peace  will  rei^,  and  peace  will  engender  concord 
and  conciliation,  and  will  shortly  lead  to  an  intimate,  close,  and  sincere  union  of  all 
Mexicans  i;\'illing  to  sacrifice  their  private  interests  for  the  good  and  honor  of  the 
couutry. 

The  congress  earnestly  excites  all  citizens,  and  particularly  those  invested  by  the  peo- 
ple with  public  authority,  to  the  £aithful  and  scrupulous  observance  of  the  constitution. 
Congress,  on  its  part,  has  already  laid  down  this  invariable  rule  for  its  condnct,  and 
has  resolved  on  no  consideration  to  overstep  the  oonstiturional  limits,  bearing  in  mind 
that  if  salutary  reforms  are  desired,  it  is  also  to  be  desired  that  they  should  have  all  the 
prestige  and  all  the  force  of  legality. 

It  has  consequently  abstained  from  counting  the  votes  under  the  convocatoria  of  the 
14th  of  August,  upon  constitutional  reforms. 

Congress,  on  commencing  the  work  of  reorganization  which  the  country  demands,  in 
seeking  to  repair  the  grave  evils  left  by  the  intervention,  and  in  exercising^  all  the  attri- 
butes assigned  to  it  by  the  fundamental  charter,  will  have  for  it«  sole  aim  the  public 
good,  and  it  will  be  the  vigilant  custodian  of  the  constitutional  order. 

It  sees  with  satisfaction  the  reorganization  which  is  being  effected  in  the  States,  and 
it  will  take  care  that  they  shall  be  respected  in  their  sovereignty  and  interior  rule, 
trusting  that  the  States  on  their  part  will  tuke  care  not  to  place  any  embarraBsments 
in  the  way  of  the  legitimate  action  of  the  federal  power. 

Congress  has  occupied  itself  preferentially  with  the  reorganization  of  the  other  fed- 
eral powers.  It  is  for  the  interest  and  decorum  of  the  country  that  these  powers  shall 
be  sustained  and  respected  by  aU,  while  at  the  same  time  not  depriving  them  of  the 
light  that  results  from  free  discussion.  The  congress,  in  celebrating  the  national  tri- 
umph, in  congratulating  itself  upon  the  restoration  of  institutions  which  combine 
order  with  liberty,  and  in  exhorting  their  constituents  to  peace  and  to  respect  to  the 
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law,  cannot  omit  to  express,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  a  sentiment  of  profound  grati- 
tude towards  the  enlightened  republics  of  America,  for  the  moral  support  that  they 
have  lent  to  it  during  the  struggle,  in  not  recognizing  the  work  of  the  usurpation  and 
in  not  despairing  that  in  Mexico  the  holy  cause  of  right  and  of  democracy  would  triumph. 
It  is  the  desire  of  congress  that  in  the  interest  of  civilization  and  of  humanity  a  close 
alliance  of  the  American  republics  may  be  realized. 
•  With  reference  to  the  European  powers  who,  in  recognizing  the  so-called  empire, 
interrupted  their  friendly  relations  with  the  republic  and  broke  the  old  treaties,  con- 
gress does  not  entertain  any  malevolence  or  resentment ;  it  will  keep  open  the  ports  of 
the  country  to  commerce,  to  the  industry  and  to  the  emigration  of  the  whole  world, 
and  it  will  not  oppose  the  renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  nations  that  take 
measures  to  that  end^  whenever  such  relations  have  for  their  basis  strict  justice,  mutual 
interest,  and  due  reciprocity.    . 

Meanwhile  it  is  honorable  for  our  people  who  have  been  so  atrociously  calumniated, 
Jhat  the  world  is  seeing  that  in  Mexico  foreigners,  in  order  to  enjoy  every  guarantee, 
require  no  other  protection  than  that  of  the  laws  and  the  Mexican  authoriHes. 

Congress  is  confident  that  the  people  who  have  been  constant  and  intrepid  in  the 
combat  will  continue  showing  themselves  magnanimous  and  generous  in  the  enjoy- 
ment and  benefits  of  victory. 

Mexico,  January  8, 186^ 

(Signed  by  Mariano  Yanez,  deputy  for  the  State  of  Tlascala,  president ;  Francisco  de 
P.  Cendejas,  deputy  for  the  State  of  Gnan^uato,  vice-president ;  and  by  one  hundred 
a«d  thirteen  deputies  from  twenty-one  States,  the  federal  district,  and  tne  Territory  of 
Lower  California.) 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Na65.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  January  13, 1868. 

Sre:  As  a  matter  of  information,  I  transmit  to  the 'department  here- 
with a  copy  and  translation  of  a  recent  correspondence  that  has  taken 
place  hetween  this  government  and  the  agent  here  of  the  bondholders, 
ander  what  has  been  known  as  the  English  convention  debt. 

it  will  be  observed  that  two  positions  are  taken  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment in  this  correspondence.  First,  that  the  convention  regarding 
this  debt,  being  at  an  end,  under  the  general  principle  that  alji  treaties 
with  the  powers  who  have  recognized  the  so-called  government  of  Maxi- 
miUan  are  terminated,  the  Mexican  government  is  free  to  make  new 
arrangements  regarding  the  manner  of  liquidating  the  debt  and  paying 
the  interest  thereon,  which  new  arrangements  it  prescribes;  and  secondly, 
snch  new  arrangements  being  prescribed,  the  payment  back  into  the 
national  treasury  of  a  sum  now  lying  in  the  bondholders'  agent's  hands 
on  account  of  dividends,  is  required,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
applied  by  the  Mexican  government  under  such  new  arrangement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuDy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Tranalatioii.] 
DEPARTMENT  OP  TREASURY  AND  PUBUC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2. 

The  citizen  President  has  weU-founded  motives  for  considering  insuhsistent  the  treaties 
which  anited  Mexico  with  the  powers  who  disowned  the  republican  government  of  this 
country  and  recognized  the  so^alled  imperial  government  which  the  French  interven- 
tion pretended  to  establish,  it  being  those  powers  who  by  such  conduct  broke  said 
treaties. 
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• 

As  among  those  treaties  figtir^  the  English  contention,  it  is  in  the  same  case  as  any 
of  the  others,  and  mast  in  conHiriuence  be  considered  as  insnbsistent. 

The  government,  however,  does  not  for  this  deny  the  obligation  of  the  national 
treasury  to  pay  the  legitimate,  and  recognize  titles  of  this  extinguished  oonveDtion. 
All  that  it  denies  is  that  such  obligation  retains  an  international  character,  and  that  the 
t^mis  of  payment  stipulated  in  a  no  longer  existing  arrangement  should  subsist 

In  virtue  of  the  liberty  which  it  now  has  to  fix  these  terms  as  may  appear  b€«t^  it  ■ 
has  considered  it  convenient  to  determine  that  the  redemption  of  the  titles,  of  the 
extinguished  English  convention  be  proceeded  with  by  public  auctions.  The  first  of  Uieee 
auctions  will  be  held  with  the  fund  of  $29,649  08,  wnich  existed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Glennie,  as  comnmnicated  to  this  ministry  by  his  note  of  the  7th  of  November  last,  and 
which  is  now  depositiMl  with  you,  as  Mr.  Glennie  has  further  communicated  in  bis  note 
of  the  I9th  instant.  That  amount  you  will  therefore  deliver  immediately  into  the  general 
treasury. 

The  subsequent  public  auctions  will  be  held  with  the  funds  which  will  be  opportunely 
dosignate<l,  there  being  only  and  exclusively  admissible  for  the  redemption  the  titles 
of  the  extinguished  Knglish  convention  which  are  recognized  as  legitimate  by  the 
republican  government,  and  those  titles  are  to  be  preferred  for  the  redemption  which 
are  tendered  by  the  most  favorable  bidder,  t.  6.,  those  that  are  o£fered  at  the  lowest  price. 

As  in  the  aroliives  which  are  in  your  charge,  there  should  exist  the  coupons  which 
have  been  paid,  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  them  at  the  general  treasury,  togetb« 
with  the  corresponding  account  of  what  has  been  redeemed  up  to  this  date  of  the  d^tal 
and  interest  of  the  extinguished  English  convention. 

By  direction  of  the  citizen  President  I  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  intelligenee 
and  the  consequent  ends. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform!    Mexico,  December  31, 1867. 

J.  TORREA 

Messrs.  BarboX;  Fobbes  &,  Co.,  jx,,  ^,  ^ 


[Tranalation.] 

ft 

Mexico,  December  24, 1967. 
Sm:  Your  official  communication  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  delivered  to  us  to-day. 
In  it  you  have  been  pleased  to  inform  us  of  the  disposition  of  the  supreme  government 
with  regard  to  the  Eufj^lish  convention,  and  we  are  directed  to  immediately  deliver  into 
the  general  treasury  ot  the  nation  the  funds  which  Mr.  Glennie  deposited  in  our  house, 
aimointing  us  at  the  same  time  agents  ad  int4jrim  of  the  said  convention. 

We  do  not  doubt  that  the  supreme  government,  comprehending  the  embarrassing 
position  in  which  we  have  been  placed  by  the  dispositions  of  the  citizen  President,  will 
not  take  it  amiss  if,  before  complying  with  the  onier  that  has  been  addressed  to  us,  we 
take  the  opportunity  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  creditors,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
informed  of^  the  terms  of  the  said  supreme  order  which  has  now  been  communicated 
to  us. 

We  shall  do  this  with  all  the  haste  which  the  urgency  of  the  case  requires,  ^ad  in  the 
mean  time,  protesting  our  respect  and  consideration. 
We  are,  &c., 

p.  p.    BARRON,  FORBES,  &  CO. 


Citizen  Ministeb  of  Tbeasuby,  ^.,  ^c,  ^ 


JACOBO  LONERGAN. 


[Translation.] 

Mexico,  December  27, 1967. 

Sm:  In  comnliance  with  what  we  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  in  our  oommoniea- 
tion  of  the  24th  instant,  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  English  convention  has  be«n 
held  to-<lay  and  the  official  note  of  your  department  of  the  2l8t  instant  has  been  read. 

Informed  of  the  contents  of  it,  the  ffentlemen  who  attended,  and  who  jointly  repre- 
sent the  majority  of  the  credits,  a^re^  unanimously  to  the  following  re^tolution,  vix : 

**  The  meeting  does  not  consider  itself  anthoriaed  to  take  into  consideration  the  points 
treated  of  in  the  note  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  21st  instant,  and  in  consequence 
limits  to  request  the  ffovemment,  throu||rh  Messrs.  Barron,  Forbes  &,  Co.,  to  be  pleased 
not  to  proceed  with  the  proposed  public  auction,  leaving  the  fiinds  remaining  in  the 
deposit  where  they  now  are." 
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On  soliciting  you  to  communicate  this  Resolution  to  the  citizen  President,  hoping  that 
he  will  be  pleased  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  meeting,  on  our  part  we  have  to  add 
that  we  shall  occupy  ourselves  in  forming  as  quickly  as  possible  the  account  of  capital 
and  interest  redeemed  to  date,  and  at  the  same  time  we  nvill  deliver  into  the  general 
tnatfury  the  coupons  which  have  been  paid  in  accordance  with  the  disposition  in  the 
note  of  the  21st  instant  above  mentioned. 

In  the  mean  time  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  our  respect  and  consideration. 

BARRON,  FORBES  &  CO. 

Citifen  Minister  of  Treasury,  ^c,  <f'c.,  <f-c. 


[TranaUttion.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2. 

Notwithstanding  what  you  state  in  your  note  of  the  27th  instant,  with  reference  to 
thf  petition  which  the  meeting  of  creditors  resolved  to  make,  that  the  funds  which  you 
received  from  Mr.  F.  Glennie  as  belonging  to  the  English  convention  might  remain  in 
the  same  deposit,  the  citizen  President  has  directed  that  it  be  said  to  you  in  reply,  that 
for  the  reasons  expressed  in  the  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  sux>reme  government  on 
tlif  'ilst  instant,  through  this  department,  the  determination  with  regard  to  the  delivery 
of  the  funds  which  you  have  to  make  into  the  general  treasury  of  the  nation  bo  carried 
into  I'flTect. 

I  (onimnnicata  the  same  to  you  for  the  corresponding  ends.    Independence,  liberty, • 
ami  reform !    Mexico,  December  28,  1867. 

J.  A.  GARMENDIA. 

Messrs.  Barron,  Forbes  &  Co.,  ^-c,  ^-c,  <fc 


[Tranalation.]  ^ 

Mexico,  January  7, 1868. 

Sir:  Our  desire  to  act  in  accord  with  the  parties  interested  in  the  English  convention 
has  led  ns  to  delay  our  reply  to  the  communication  which  you  were  pleased  to  address 
to  ns  imder  date  of  the  28th  ultimo,  informing  us  that  the  citizen  President  has  not 
thought  it  convenient  to  accede  to  the  desires  of  the  meeting,  but  has  direct^^d  that  the 
detiTinination  with  regard  to  the  delivery  into  the  general  treasury  of  the  nation  of  the 
funds  lielonging  to  the  said  convention  sliall  be  carried  into  eft'ect. 

In  view  of  this  reiterated  disposition,  and  the  desires  of  the  miyority  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  convention  being  already  known,  it  is  our  duty  to  proceed  at  once  to- 
the  delivery  referred  to;  but  before  effecting  it  we  beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  inform  us,, 
if  in  giving  us  the  corresponding  receipt  for  our  security  we  can  coimt  upon  its  being 
•'XpresseiJ  m  it,  that  we  make  tlie  delivery-  uyder  compulsion  of  the  supreme  govern- 
JQfnt,  and  protesting  in  the  name  of  the  parties  interested  in  said  convention  against 
an  act  which  they  regard  as  prejudicial  to  their  rights. 

We  do  not  doubt  .that  the  citizen  President,  comprehending  the  object  we  have  in 
asking  this  explanation,  will  exonerate  us  irom  any  intention  of  raising  embarrassment, 
or  of  passing  the  limits  of  a  just  defense. 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  reiterating  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  respect  and 
consideration. 

BARRON,  FORBES  &  CO. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Treasury,  ^fc,  <fc.,  tfr. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seacard. 

No.  68.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MeaicOj  January  16, 1868, 
Sir:  In  further  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  25,  of  the  26th  of  Ifovem- 
Wr  last,  relating  to  Captain  Krauseneck,  I  have  now  to  add,  in  addition 
to  what  was  stated  in  ray  lN"o.  52^  of  the  18th  ultimo^  that  I  am  informedi 
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that  officer  left  this  country  for  Europ^by  the  French  steamer  from  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  13th  of  last  month. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 

f 


Mr.  Flumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  69.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  January  17,  1868. 

Sir  :  Since  thereoccupation  of  this  capital  by  the  national  government, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  reconstruction,  there  have  been 
constant  rumors  of  changes,  more  or  less  complete,  in  the  cabinet  of 
President  Juarez,  and  changes  have  been  believed  to  be  desirable  by 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  government  as  well  as  by  the  oi)positiou. 

Except  in  the  case  of  the  minister  of  treasury,  Mr.  Iglesia*,  whose 
'  health  has  for  some  time  interfered  very  much  with  the  dischaVge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  these  rumors  have  lacked  foundation. 

Upon  the  entry,  however,  of  President  Juarez  upon  his  new  term  of 
office,  on  the  25th  ultirao,  all  of  the  ministers  tendered  their  resignations, 
for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  their  joint  note,  of  leaving  the  President 
free  to  form  a  new  cabinet  if  he  deemed  it  convenient,  but  none  of  the 
resignations  were  accepted,  except  that  of  the  ministry  of  the  treasury. 

I  have  now  to  report  that  this  position  has*  been  tendered  to  Mr. 
Eomero,  who  formally  accepted  the  same  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  not<3  of  the  president  and  Mr.  Komero's  letter  of  acceptance  appeared 
in  the  Diario  Official  of  last  evening,  and  yesterday  he  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  important  and  difficult  office. 

In  consequence  of  this  appointment  Mr.  Romero  has  resigned  the  ix)si- 
tion  he  has  so  long  and  so  worthily  filled  of  minister  from  Mexico  to  the 
United  States. 

While  this  fact  will,  I  am  sure,  be  learned  with  regret  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  his  acceptance  of  this  position  in  the  cabinet 
of  President  Juarez  I  feel  certain  will  inspire  confidence  not  only  in  this 
country  and  the  United  States,  But  also  in  Europe. 

As  the  correspondence  published,  alluded  to  herein,  is  notonlj  honor- 
able to  Mr.  Romero^  but  indicates  the  principles  that  will  govern  his 
action  in  his  new  position,  I  append  a  translation  herewith. 

So  far  as  I  have  learned,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  government  to 
appoint  a  minister  at  present  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washhigtony  D,  C. 


tTransIatlon.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  AND  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. — SECTION  OF  CHAXCEIXERIA- 

Taking  into  consideration  your  acknowledged  patriotism,  ability,  acquiremente,  «nd 
t)ther  qnaUties,  the  President  has  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  ^secretary  of  state  of 
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th<»  departxnent  of  the  treasury  njxd  pu1)tic  credit,  trusting  that  you  will  accept  this 
charge  in  order  to  lend  iu  it  your  imiM)rt4int  services.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  commuuicate  the  same  to  j'ou,  assuring  you  of  my  attentive  con- 
•iideration. 

Independence  andlibertv!    Mexico,  Januar^'  15,  1868. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  M.4TL\s  RoMKRO,  Present. 


[Translation.] 

Mexico,  January  15, 1868. 

I  have  ha<l  the  honor  to  receive  tlie  communication  you  have  been  pleased  to  Address 
to  nie  nnder  this  dat«,  infonning  me  that  the  President  has  thought  proper  to  appoint 
nw  secretary  of  state  of  the  department  of  treasury  and  public  creilit. 

Dee\)ly  grateful  for  this  ftirther  proof  of  confidence  witn  which  the  chief  magistrate 
of  the  nation  haa  again  honored  me,  I  make  known  to  you  that  I  accept  the  charge 
that  he  has  confided  to  me  solely  from  deference  to  the  desires  of  the  President  and 
resitect  to  his  sound  judgment,  but  by  no  means  believing  that  I  possess  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  its  proper  discharge. 

Iwleed  my  inclinations  and  my  habits  have  not  permitted  me  up  to  the  present  time 
to  -rtudy  in  a  conscientious  manner  the  financial  (questions  of  our  country,  and  for  this 
nsi«m  I  can  onlj-  carry  with  me  to  the  diificult  ministry  to  which  I  am  now  called  the 
tirm  detemilnatiou  to  atlminist^r  with  purity  the  public  funds,  the  disposition  to  avail 
jn>^vlf  of  the-  lessons  of  experience  in  order  to  establish  something  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  financial  system,  which  we  have  hitherto  lacked,  and  the  intense  desire  to 
i*o-operate  with  the  President  in  the  great  and  patriotic  work  of  consolidating  the  peace, 
onler,  and  institutions  of  the  republic. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  mv  very  distinguished  consideration, 

M.  ROMERO. 

The  MIXI5TEB  OF  Foreign  Relations,  Present. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  70.]  Legation  of  the  United  States; 

City  of  Mexico,  January  24, 1868, 

Sir  :  On  the  13tli  instant  the  telegraphic  announcement,  of  which  a 
translatiori  is  inclosed  herewith,  was  published  in  the  papers  of  this  city 
that  a  large  number  of  the  leading  and  most  resi)ectable  merchants, 
chiefly  foreigners,  of  San  Luis  Potosi  had  been  arrested,  under  an  order 
coudeiyning  them  to  imprisonment  *for  three  months  for  their  failure  to 
pay  a. forced  loan,  or  anticipation  oi  contributions,  summarily  levied 
upon  them  by  the  governor  of  that  state. 

The  event  created  great  alarm  and  anxiety  in  foreign  commercial  cir- 
cles here,  and  was  apparently  viewed  with  regret  by  many  leading 
Mexicans. 

After  the  pledges  made  with  regard  to  foreigners,  both  by  the  execu- 
tive and  by  the  Mexican  congress,  I  did  not  doubt  that  immediate  aetion 
in  the  matter  would  be  taken  by  the  general  governm(\nt. 

In  this  I  have  been  disappointed. 

On  the  20th  and  21st  instants  letters  stating  the  farts  reached  here 
from  San  Luis  and  were  placed  in  my  hands,  and  I  was  appealed  to  to 
make  some  interposition  in  behalf  of  the  foreigners  so  thrown  into 
im])risonment. 

As  the  only  foreign  representative  in  this  country,  I  felt  that  I  should 
be  wanting  in  my  du;ty  if  I  permitted  such  an  occurrence  to  pass  without 
j*ome  notice  at  my  hands.  ^ 

At  the  same  time,  under  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  that  has 
taken  plae€  with  this  government  regarding  the  protection  to  be  extended 
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by  the  United  States  to  foreigners  iu  a  condition  of  non-representatiou 
h\  ttiis  country,  and  your  latest  instructions  in  that  regard,  1  did  Dot 
feel  at  liberty  to  address  this  government  officially  ujwn  tlie  suhje<'t,  nor 
to  assume  to  make  any  demand,  but  I  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  at  lejist 
to  lay  before  it  the  information  that  had  reached  me  to  recall  to  their 
attention  their  own  pledges  and  their  own  laws,  and  to  show  that  such 
acts  coidd  not  pass  without  notice,  but  that  they  would  be  officially  laid 
before  the  judgment  of  the  w^orld. 

I  therefore  addressed  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  on  the  22d  instant,  the 
unofficial  note  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  herewith. 

Yesterdaj'^,  the  23d  instant,  a  further  telegraphic  communication  from 
San  Luis  Potosi  was  published  here,  of  which  I  annex  translation,  which 
shows  that  the  merchants  who  have  been  arrested  are  still  in  prison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State,  WasJiingtony  D.  C. 


From  the  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Mexico  called  the  Siglo  XIX,  No.  183,  of  the  afteraopBaf 

Jannary  13,  1868.J 

rTelegram.—Trangiatioii.J 

San  Lui8  Potohi,  January  13,  1868— 

10  o'clock  and  15  miiinten  a.  m. 
Editors  of  thk  Siglo  XIX :  The  undersigned,  represent atives  of  the  comnmienial 
houses  to  which  we  belong,  have  been  i-educed  to  prison  for  three  mouths,  by  order  of 
the  governor,  for  not  having  made  a  forced  advance  of  contributions. 
We  beg  of  you  to  publish  this: 

MARTIN  DOZAL. 
LUIS  BESCA8. 
ANASTASIO  ROMAKO. 
JOHN  PITMAN, 
V.  NARESO. 
ANTERO  LASEOZ. 
M.  DE  ENDAZA. 
J.  ANTONIO  RAMOS. 
E.  CLAVERIE. 
E.  VARONA. 


Mr.  Phtmh  to  Siiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
lITnofficial.] 

Mexico,  January  S22, 1^*^. 

DkaH  Sm :  1  feel  it  my  dutj-,  as  the  only  foreign  representative  in  this  countfy.  aad 
in  the  spirit  of  the  cori-espondence  that  uas  taken  place  l»etween  the  government  «f 
the  United  Statee  and  the  government  of  Mexico,  upon  the  subject  of  the  esteosion  of 
the  protection  of  the  Unitcnl  States  to  foreigners  resident  in  this  country  who  are  in  a 
condition  of  non^representation,  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to  the  occorrenre  that 
has  taken  ^ilace  in  Ban  Luis  Potosi,  where  a  number  of  the  leading  foreign  merchant!* 
have  been  imprisoned,  in  addition  to  the  embargo  of  their  property,  because  they  hare 
declined  to  pay  a  contribution  summarily  levied  upon  them  by  the  governor  w  that 
state. 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  matter  by  the  telegraphic  accounts  of  what  occurred 
published  in  the  papers  of  this  city :  but  I  now  lay  before  you  copies  of  two  letterK,  n<»t 
addressed  to  me,  but  which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands,  fin>m  highly  respectable 
commercial  houses  at  Ban  Luis,  whose  partners  have  been  imprisoned,  and  which  give 
a  full  account  of  the  afi'air. 

By  no  modern  legislation  is  the  i>erson  of  the  individual  held  for  the  p^ment  ot 

SUblic  taxes.    His  j»roperty  is  liable  to  the  extent  of  all  he  jKyssesses,  to  meet  the  eqftj* 
kble  and  proportional  contributions,  levied  in  accordance  with  law,  required  by  tbe 
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]p|ritimate  necesaities  of  the  government  under  which  h«  lives ;  but  the  individual  is 
Dot  held  liable  to  personal  imprisonment  becauHO  he  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the 
rivil  demands  that  may  be  inade  upon  him.  This  was  the  case  under  Marquez,  lint  it 
hail  been  supposed  that  time  had  passed. 

In  your  note  to  Mr.  Otterbourg,  of  the  7th  of  September  last,  you  state  that  "  for- 
eifjuere  resident  in  Mexico,  who  have  no  representative  of  their  government,  have  been 
and  are  under  the  prot#tion  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  to  whom  they  can  apply  with 
conMence  that  they  have  enjoyed,  and  will  continue  to  enjoy,  the  guarantees  conceded 
]iy  tlio  laws  of  the  republic." 

luyonr  note  to  me  of  the  26th  of  October  la«t,  you  add:  "Although  such  subjects 
have  not  a  representative  of  their  own,  the  government  will  watch  with  special  care 
to  see  that  they  are  protected  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  that  they  enjoy  the  guar- 
ante<«  conceded  by  the  laws  of  the  republic." 

In  your  not«  on  "the  11th  of  December  last  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the  late  eharg6  d'affaires 
of  England  in  this  country,  I  find  it  stat^l  that  "  the  government  has  taken  care  that 
£n(;Ii8h  subjects  resident  in  Mexico  shall  be  under  the  eft'ective  protection  of  tho  laws," 
and  "the  same  as  until  now,  the  government  of  the  republic  will  comply  with  the  duty 
imposed  upon  it  by  public  law  and  by  its  own  legislation." 

In  the  di.scourse  of  the  President  of  the  republic  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions  of  the 
national  congress  on  the  8th  of  December,  he  said : 

"The  government  has  also  taken  care  that  the  subjects  of  such  nations  resident  in 
the  rr'public  shall  be  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  the  authorities.  The  efficacy 
i}{  this  protection  haa  been  such  that  there  has  been  no  ground  for  complaint.  It  has 
Wen  practically  demonstrated  that  under  the  illustration  of  our  jieople,  and  under  the 
prineinles  of  our  liberal  institutions,  foreigners  resident  in  Mexico,  witliout  the  neces- 
Mtr  of  the  sjiecial  protraction  of  treaties,  are  considered  on  an  equality  with  Mexicans 
and  enjoy  the  rights  and  the  guarantees  established  by  the  laws." 

In  the  manifesto,  issued  on  the  8th  instant  by  the  national  congress  of  the  republic, 
Waring  the  signature  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  deputies,  from  .twenty-one  States,  the 
Territory  of  Lower  California  and  the  federal  district,  it  is  stated  as  follows: 

'•  Meanwhile  it  is  honorable  for  our  people  who  have  been  so  atrociously  calumniated, 
that  the  world  is  seeing  that  in  Mexico  foreigners,  in  order  to  enjoy  every  guarantee, 
n-quire  no  other  protection  than  that  of  the  laws  and  the  Mexican  authorities." 

Whether,  therefore,  what  has  now  occurre<l  at  San,  Luis  is  the  act  of  the  State  authori- 
ties or  of  the  federal  authorities,  the  duty  has  been  assumed  by  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  securing  to  foreigners  the  guarantees  authorized  by  tiie  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Si'ction  1,  article  1,  of  the  constitution  of  the  republic,  I  find  is  as  follows : 

"The  Mexican  peoi>le  recognize  that  the  rights  of  man  are  the  basis  and  the  object 
of  MM'ial  institutions.  Wherefore  it  is  declared  that  all  the  laws  and  the  authorities  of 
tlie  country  must  respect  and  sustain  the  guarantees  established  by  the  i)re8ont  consti- 
tution." 

Article  14  states  that  "  no  retroactive  law  shall  be  passed.  No  one  shall  be  judged  or 
•sentenced  except  under  laws  of  date  anterior  to  the  fact,  and  exactly  ajiplicable  to  the 
case, and  by  a  tribunal  which  shall  have  been  previously  established  by  law." 

Article  16  states  that  "no  one  may  be  molested  in  his  i)erson,  family,  domicile,  papers, 
or  possessions,  except  in  virtue  of  a  written  order  from  a  competent  authority,  based 
upon  legal  cause  for  the  proceeding." 

Article  17  prescrilies  that  "  no  man  can  be  arrested  for  debts  of  a  character  purely 
civil;"  and  article  18  that  "  imprisonment  shall  only  take  place  for  offenses  which  ment 
{HTMmal  pimishment.  In  whatever  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  shall  appear  that  the 
aiTiwed  may  not  be  liable  to  this  penalty,  ho  shall  be  put  at  liberty  under  bail.  In  no 
cas<^  shall  the  imprisonment  be  prolonged  for  defaidt  of  payment  of  fees,  or  whatever 
other  filruishing  of  money." 

Article  19  further  adds  that  "no  detention  shall  exceed  the  term  of  three  days,  ex- 
ti'ptupon  proof  of  sufficient  reason  for  imprisonment,  in  conformity  with  the  requisites 
winired  by  law. 

"The  sole  lapse  of  this  time  shall  render  responsible  the  authority  that  orders  or  con- 
wnts  to  it,  and  the  agents,  officers,  or  jailors  that  execute  it." 

In  section  2,  article  31,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  obligatory  upon  all  Mexicans  "  to 
eootribate  towarda  public  expenses  as  well  of  the  federation  as  of  the  state  and  muni- 
eil>ality  where  they  may  reside,  in  an  equitable  and  proportional  manner,  aa  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  laws." 

And  in  section  3,  article  33,  with  reference  to  foreigners,  it  is  stated  that  "  they  are 
♦•ntitled  to  the  guarantees  established  by  section  1,  article  1,  of  the  present  constitution, 
(which  have  been  quote^)  except  that  in  all  coses  the  government -has  the  right  to 
^'xpel  those  who  are  pernicious  to  society.  It  is  obligatory  upon  them  to  contribute 
toward  public  expenses  in  the  manner  that  may  be  prescribed  by  the  laws,  and  to  ob($^ 
and  respect  the  institntions,  laws,  and  authorities  of  the  country,  submitting  to  the 
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jndjnnento  and  Beiitences  of  ^he  tribunals,  withont  power  to  seek  other  protectioD  than 
ihat  which  the  laws  concede  to  Mexican  citizens.'^ 

And,  finally,  article  126  of  the  constitation  states  as  follows : 

"This  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  congress  of  the  union  which  emanate  from  it, 
and  all  treaties  made  or  that  may  be  made  by  the  Pi-esideut  of  the  republic,  vrixh  thf 
approbation  of  congress,  shall  be'the  supremelaw  of  all  the  union.  The  judges  of  each 
State  in  pving  their  decisions  shall  do  so  in  conformity  witl^aid  constitution,  lawi« 
and  treaties,  anything  to  the  contrary'  that  there  may  be* in  the  laws  or  constitntioiuoi 
the  States  notwithstanding." 

Under  these  constitutional  provisions,  and  under  the  declarations  that  have  Ikh^ii 
made  by  the  Mexican  government,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  entertained  by  th»- 
world,  if  the  foreigners  who  have  been  thus  in\|)risoned  at  San  Luis  are  not  imnie4liat4'l.v 
placed  at- liberty,  and  there  be  not  some  power  felt  thrtmghoht  the  reimblic,  by  whirh 
the  occurrence  of  such  acts  in  the  future  can  be  prevented. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Sr.  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo  dk  Tejada,  tf'c,  tf-c,  ^'c. 


Imprisoned  in  Casa  de  Beneficencia, 

San  Luis  Potom,  January  15,  l'^>'^. 

Sir:  I  had  this  pleasure,  on  the  3d  instant,  with  a  resum<$  of  what  was  passing  h«n 
in  consequence  of  a  new  law  laying  a  direct  tax  on  merchants  from  $.'W  up  to  ^l**.'""' 
per  year,  and  I  have  to  state  subsequent  events  that  have  caused  my  imprisoununt 
with  other  eight  confr^re8. 

I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  that  the  State  congre,<«,  by  a  decree,  authorized  the  ffi>\- 
emor  to  ask  (pedir)  an  anticipation  of  $*27,000  to  account  of  the  contribution,  which  i> 
nothing  else  than  an  authority  to  contract  with  the  commerce  a  loan. 

Instead  of  so  doing  and  calling  on  us  to  lend  an  amount  to  account,  he  a.ssigi).<<  th«' 
sum  among  a  few  of  us  of  amounts  from  $500  to  #1,000,  and  ordering  tliat  the  amount 
be  paid  Avithin  twenty-four  hours. 

If  you  look  over  the  law  you  will*find  that  it  has  a  retroactive  effect;'  that  it  deprive* 
a  man  of  the  full  use  of  his  property,  and  in  fact  it  is  unconstitutional,  let  alone  tin- 
exorbitance  of  the  amount  of  taxation.  It  is  natural  that  everj*  one  should  re^i^t 
lending  any  amount  to  account  of  a  tax  that,  by  the  constitution,  Vould  not  affect  u>. 
let  alon(^  that  we  w^re  not  asked  to  lend  the  money,  but  had  a  i>ereraptorj*  onler  t«» 
pay  the  same  at  a  stated  time. 

With  few  exceptional  cases,  arising  from  fear,  all  determined  to  resist  what  we  coul«i 
not  intei*pret  otherwise  than  a  forced  loan ;  and  some  in  writing,  and  others  by  wonl. 
made  their  excuses  for  non-compliance. 

The  reply  given  all  of  us  was,  that  our  reasons  could  not  be  admittwl  as  suflScieiit, 
and  giving  us  another  twenty-four  hours. 
,  This  second  term  expired  and  no  one  paid,  because  a  voluntary  payment  would  have 
proved  against  us,  and  that  we  were  conformed  to  the  law.  Seeing  this  resistance,  tin- 
minister  ejucator  calls  on  all  non-contents  with  an  order,  that  if  by  12  o'chx'k  on  th«* 
11th  we  h:Ml  not  paid,  he  had  to  embargo  us. 

When  I  and  others  knew  this  we  at  once  iMldressed  ourselves  to  the  district  jn(l::»'. 
requesting  protection,  (araparo,)  not  only  from  the  etfects  of  the  law,  but  also  the  pay- 
ment of  the  forced  loan  levied  on  us.  We  thought  ourselves  pretty  secure,  but  jh'* 
Becjuel  prov*ed  that  we  had  something  else  in  store  for  us. 

About  6  p.  m.  on  the  11th.  as  many  as  could  be  found  were  called  np  before  the  prv- 
fect,  who  presented  an  order  from  the  governor  condenming  all  and  each  one  of  «^  to  a 
fine  of  $500,  or  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  three  monthft, 

I  was  notified  the  next  day  at  10  a.  m.,  and  as  I  had  refused  to  pay  the  aiu»»init 
assigned  me,  I  naturally  refused  also  to  pay  the  fine  of  $500,  and  in  accordance  t«  a«« 
imprisoned. 

I  fortunately  got  what  was  refused  to  others — a  cojiy  of  the  order — as  I  said  that  I 
naturally  wishetl  to  have  a  document  stating  the  re:M4ons  for  my  arrest, 

r  inclose  you  an  alcance  of  the  "oppozicion,*'  in  which  you  will  find  the  same:  am^ 
the  remarks  commenting  on  this  order  I  think  you  will  find  such  as  to  show  that  ii  I* 
illegal  to  all  intents  and  puri)oses,  and  instead  of  having  that  liberty  so  much  talkwi 
about,  we  are  only  under  the  rule  of  a  petty  tyrant  who  recognizes  no  law  but  his  own 
will.  *  ^ 

I  have  now  colhpleted  three  days  in  prison ;  but  I  have  heard  it  said  that  if  in  fil^<vii 
days  we  do  not  give  in  and  pay  the  fine  we  are  all  to  be  put  in  the  common  jail.  I  'h' 
not  know  if  this  is  a  tale  or  a  threat,  but  be  it  as  it  may,  I  am  as  ready  to  go  to  the  ctfu- 
mon  jail  as  to  remain  here. 

We  have  apx)lied  again  to  the  district  judge,  as  we  have  not  been  consigned  to  au> 
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of  the  State  justices,  as  the  law  enforces,  to  know  what  we  arc  accused  of;  because 
refusing  to  pay  what  we  do  not  owe  is  no  disrewpect  to  thb  authorities  or  to  any«onff. 
With  equal  reason  he  might  have  assigned  the  lull  amount  on  me  of  the  $27,000  instead 
of  the  $1,000;  and  this  surely  does  not  condemn  me  that  I  should  pay  such  an  amount. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  statement  of  facts,  and  as  I  make  no  doubt  a  differing  color- 
ing wDl  be  given  to  this  scandalous  business,  I  would  esteem  it  as  a  favor  that  you 
wonld  publish  this  st^t^ient,  even  subscribing  my  name  to  it  if  you  so  wish. 

I  hear  that  an  execution  was  x)ut  into  ray  house  this  morning  to  cover  the  $1,000 
foR*»*tl  loan,  and  they  took  nine  pieces  of  broadcloth  valued  at  five  dollars  and  fifty 
ceDts  per  vara. 

1  also  hear  since  that  it  has  been  sold  at  public  auction  at  three  dollai-s  to  three  dol- 
lars and  thirty-seven  cents  per  vara. 

I  suppose  I  shall  again  be  embargoed  for  the  costs,  and  you  may  think  how  pleiisant 
it  must  Iks  when  I  do  not  even  owe  the  moijey. 
Yours  tnilr, 

JOHN  PIT>1AN. 


^Extract  from  a  lett«r from  Messrs.  Dav-ies  &  Co.) 

S.VX  LuLS  PoTosi,  January  17,  186^. 

Hire  the  excitement  about  the  new  law  is  as  great  as  ever,  and  business  quite  at  a 
stand.  Our  authorities  seem  determined  to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  and  if  they  do 
w  aU  the  houses  will  have  to  liquidate  and  go  to  soim?  other  State. 

The  quotas  for  first  class  houses  we  hear  have  been  reduced  from  $18,000  to  $8,000, 
hut  even  this  we  cannot  pay,  as  it  would  be  simply  so  much  money  lost. 

Because  we  decline  to  pay  a  loan  on  account  of  the  new  ctmtributions,  our  Mr.  Endara 
was  arrested  on  the  12th  instant,  and  thrown  into  i)rison,  togetiier  with  nine  other  mer- 
chants, and  is  still  in  confinement. 

^  In  a<ldition  to  the  above,  we  were  embargoed  on  the  15th  instant,  and  the  sum  of 
$l.(i00  forcibly  taken  out  of  our  chest. 

Thuj  is  the  way  in  which  our  authorities  understand  constitutional  liberty. 

We  have  jtetitioned  our  State  congress,  asking  for  the  derogation  of  the  new  law,  but 
they  have  refuseil  to  take  our  petition  int-o  consideration.  We  have  also  applied  to  the 
judge  of  the  district  for  protection,  l>oth  against  the  law  and  the  imi)risonment. 

As  regards  the  first  request,  he  has  not  yet  replied,  but  about  the  latter  he  has  decided 
"  that  there  is  ground  for  the  petition,"  and  the  prisoners  are  to  uftdergo  some  kind  of 
a  trial  to-morrow. 

Wo  have  telegraphed  to  the  President  on  the  subject,  but  as  yet  have  received  no 
answer.    We  are  now  preparing  a  petition  to  the  general  congrt^sa. 

It  seems  that  our  government  is  determined  to  get  the  first  third  of  the  new  law  out 
of  u.%  even  if  it  has  to  abrogate  the  law  afterwards;  and  to  insure  this,  a  resolution  of 
«ur  cougrcss  was  published  yesterday  imposing  a  fine  of  $500  on  any  person  who  closes^ 
hiB  house  of  business  in  order  to  evade  payment  of  the  tax. 


[From  the  paper  pablished  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  called  the  Siglo  XIX,  Xo.  193,  of  the  afternoon  of  Jan- 
^  uary  23,  1868.] 

[Telegram.— Translation .  1 

San  Luis  Potosi,  JaniMry  23, 1868. 

(Received  in  Mexico,  at  12.25  a.  m.) 

Editors  of  the  Siglo  XIX :  All  of  our  houses  have  been  embargoed  and  the  effects  sold 
at  the  lowest  prices.    The  embargoes  are  to  be  repeated  to  complete  the  loan.    We  are 
still  imprisoneil. 
Please  to  publish  this. 

JOHN  PITMAN. 
ANASTASIO  ROMANO. 
PABLO  NARESO. 
M.  DE  ENDAZA. 
ANTERO  LASEOZ. 
MARTIN  DOZAL. 
.  E.  OLAVERIE. 

•  E.  VARONA. 

LUIS  BESCAS. 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  72.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexiWy  January  28,  1868. 

0  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of 
a  note  received  last  evening  from  Mr,  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  in  reply  to  the 
nnofficial  communication  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  22d  instiknt,  wiUi 
reference  to  the  foreign  merchants  arrested  at  San  Luis  Potosi. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  interview  to  which  I  was  cited  iu  the 
said  notej  and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  am  informed  by  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada  that  yielding  to  the  representations  of  the  general 
government,  the  governor  of#the  State  of  San  Luis  has  placed  at  libertj* 
the  merchants  who  have  been  imprisoned,  of  which  fact  the  government 
has  been  advised  by  a  telegram  from  San  Luis,  dated  day  before  yester- 
day. 

The  explanations  offered  by  the  governor  of  San  Louis,  communicated 
t<f  me  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  do  not  require  any  remark;  they  only 
add  to  the  necessity  of  the  step  he  has  now  been  induced,  by  the  inftu- 
ence  of  the  general  government,  to  take;  that  is,  to  place  the  persons 
arrested  at  liberty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  n.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr.  Plumb, 

[  Translation.— UnofBcial.  1 
•  Mexico,  January  27,  1868. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  the  unofficial  letter  you  have  been  pleased  to  addreat 
to  me,  under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  certain  merebints 
arrestetl  in  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  by  order  of  the  government  of  that  State. 

The  government  has  had,  and  wiU  have,  in  just  consideration  the  good  offices  you 
have  been  pleased  to  interitose  in  this  afiair,  with  reference  to  which  congress  h»& 
already  askeil  for  information,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  of  San  Luis  has  tdso  inter- 
vened in  conformity  with  the  law  relative  thereto. 

I  can  with  pleasure  make  known  to  you  in  an  interview  the  explanations  and  the 
motives  which  have  been  given  by  the  governor  of  San  Luis  with  reference  to  his 
proceedings,  and  if  not  inconvenient  for  you,  I  will  be  at  your  orders  for  such  interview 
at  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  to-morrow. 
I  am,  with  great  regard,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JjEkdo  de  tejada 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  75.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  February  8,  1868. 

Sm:  An  importat  step  in  the  direction  of  commercial  reform  has  been 
taken  by  this  government  in  the  appointment  of  a  coq^mission  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  tariff 

I  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  the  order  from  the  treasniy  depart- 
ment, making  the  appointment,  which  at  the  same  time  indicates  tae 
general  basis  of  the  reforms  proposed. 
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The  simplification  and  unification  of  the  tariff  will,  as  I  understand, 
be  more  especially  sought  than  any  general  reduction  of  duties. 

The  commission  has  already  commenced  its  labors,  and  it  is  probable 
a  report  will  be  prepared  in  time  for  the  new  tariff  bill  to  be  submitted 
by  the  executive  at  the  next  session  of  the  congress,  which  commences 
on  the  1st  of  April  and  terminates  on  the  last  day  of  May,  and  which,  bji 
the  constitution,  is  to  be  dedicated  in  preference  to  the  consideration  of 
financial  tubjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


fTranalation.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDrT.—SECTION  1.  ^ 

The  general  ordinaiipe  of  the  maritime  and  frontier  oustom-honaes  of  the  republic  of 
ihi-  '21A  of  January,  1856,  which  is  that  actually  in  force,  has  been  so  varitnl  by  different 
uimlitirations  which  it  has  received  from  time  to  time,  that  there  are  very  tew  of  ite 
pmvisions  that  are  now  considered  as  in  force. 

Besides,  many  of  its  provisions  conflict  with  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  for  that  reason  should  not  longer  be  permitted  to  exist. 

The  modifications  that  have  been  made  are  already  so  numerous  that  the  system  of 
iluties  of  importation  upon  foreign  merchandise  has  become  very  comi>licated  anddifli- 
cnlt.  which,  I)e8ide8  occasioning  inconvenience  to  commt^rce,  produces  difficulties  and 
ctHiiplications  for  the  supreme  government  and  its  offices. 

The  citizen  President  desiring,  therefore,  that  there  shall  be  formed  with  all  the  study 
and  care  possible  a  new  tariff,  which  shall  he  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
and  with  the  necessities  of  the  country,  and  in  which  at  the  same  time  that  the  interests 
of  the  public  treasury  shall  be  protected,  the  labors  of  the  merchants  shall  be  simplified, 
hsA  been  pleased  to  direct  that  there  shall  be  named  a  commission  composed  of  yourself 
anil  Messrs.  Jesus  Castaueda,  8.  Cjwtain  A.  Barcena,  Julio  IMink,  and  Miguel  Gutier 
rez,  charged  with  forming,  noon  the  basis  herein  indicated,  a  project  of  tariff  which 
shall  embrace  so  far  as  possible  all  of  the  conditions  desired. 

Independence  and  liberty  I   Mexico,  January  4,  1868. 

ROLERO. 

Mr.  Ramon  G.  Guzman. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  76.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  o/MexicOy  February  8, 1868. 
SiB:  Since  the  recent  entry  of  Mr.  Bomero  upon  the  position  of  min- 
ister of  treasury,  a  report  has  been  made  by  him  to  the  congress,  which 
may  be  considered  as  embodying  the  financial  programme  of  the  Mexican 
government. 

An  English  translation  has  been  published  here  under  direction  of 
the  treasury  department,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  herewith. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  several  important  particulars  this  report 
bears  upon  the  foreign  relations  of  this  republic. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Htn.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  FOR  FIXANCE  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

Repon't  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  Union  hy  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 

Finance  and  Pnhlic  Credit^  in  virtue  of  the  89<A  article  of  the  Federal  ConsUtution,  on  ikt 

3lst  of  January,  1868. 
^  Citizen  Deputies  :  In  accordance  witli  the  89tli  article  of  the  federal  confltitutioD. 
and  by  an  order  of  the  congress  commnnicated  to  me  on  the  17th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  brief  space  of  time  elapsed  since  I  entered  upon  my^epartincnt 
has  not  permitted  me  to  inform  myself  thoronglily  of  the  progress  and  alterations  that 
have  oc<;urred  in  its  several  branches  since  the  dat«  of  the  last  financial  report  of  .the 
10th  of  February,  1867,  nor  to  acquaint  myself  with  the  actual  state  of  all  those  depart- 
mentj)  of  public  administration  connected  with  the  federal  revenue.  Neither,  for  the 
same  reason,  have  I  been  able  to  develop  any  plan  which  might  permit  us  to  regnlate 
our  finances  for  the  future  by  affording  us.  sufficient  resources  to  meet  the  piiblir 
expenses,  the  material  improvemtftts  of  the  country,  and  the  redemption  of  our  conscili- 
dated  and  floating  debt. 

The  events  of  the  war  which  has  happily  terminated ;  the  occupation  of  a  great  p.irt 
of  our  territory  by  the  French  army  of  invjision ;  the  necessity  under  which  our  mili- 
tary cliiefs  and  the  locil  authorities  made  use  of  the  funds  of  the  federation  recovrml 
in  their  respective  districts:  the  irregular  manner  in  which  they  have  had  to  cffei't 
tlcse  operations ;  and  the  loss  and  destruction  of  a  great  i>art  of  the  documents  show- 
ing the  distribution  of  the  public  money,  arc  motives  that  cause  it  to  be  almost  imfio^^- 
sible  to  form  a  report  by  wliich  an  exact  idea  could  be  given  of  our  fiuancial  afl'airs 
during  the  Avar  with  France.  Moreover,  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  that  war 
(notwithstanding  that  the  formation  of  the  account  of  its  expenses  might  be  a  vm 
valuable  work,  considered  in  the  light  of  historical  interest  and  the  injury  eaustnl  U* 
the  nation)  would  be  a  motive  why,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  npt  have  uiuch  import- 
ance taken  as  a  basis  from  which  to  start  for  our  future  financial  system. 

The  preceding  considerations  are,  therefore,  the  cause  that  the  present  report  must 
be  necessarily  very  succinct  and  incomplete,  and  that  it  will  not  be  accompanieil  by  all 
the  indispensable  data  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  ingress  to  the  national  treasury 
and  that  of  the  egress  for  the  last  ten  years,  but  that  it  will  be  rather  a  slight  sketch 
for  the  future  than  an  account  of  the  liast. 

Existing,  moreover,  a  legal  ii\juuctiou  lately  renewed  by  congress,  by  which  the  sec- 
retaries of  the  various  departments  are  ordered  to  report  on  the  use  made  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  extraordinary  faculties  conceded  to  it  by  the  national  representation,  it 
appears  to  be  more  in  order  to  leave  the  relation  of  the  past  to  the  report  about  to  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  referred  to,  as  also  more  natural  to  intrust 
this  work  to  the  citizen  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  finance  department  during  the 
greate.r  part  ot  the  period  in  which  the  executive  was  invested  with  legislative  iwwcrs 
and  to  whom  it  ha«  already  been  recommended  by  the  President. 

The  principal  basis  for  the  formation  and  adaptation  of  a  system  of  finance  is  the 
conservation  of  public  tranquillity ;  without  this  requisite  it  would  Ibe  impossible  t« 
obtain  the  necessary  income  to  cover  the  e^stimates  or  to  establish  the  necessary  oni«T 
for  collecting  the  revenues  eftectually.  Government  will  therefore  use  ever>'  effort  to 
preserve  public  tranquility  at  all  coats,  in  the  certainty  that  this  is  the  first  requin^ 
ment  of  the  country,  and  to  which  all  the  others  have  to  submit  themselves-  If,  as  w 
believed,  this  desirable  result  be  obtained,  the  principal  difficulties  that  have  hitherto 
existed  towards  the  organization  of  the  public  revenues  will  have  been  overcome. 

Another  indispensalne  element  towards  attaining  this  important  object  is  that  the 
laws  establishing  tlfe  federal  revenues  shall  be  punctually  obeyed  by  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  republic,  including,  of  course,  the  authorities  of  the  States.  The  nwe*d- 
ties  of  the  war  had  required  up  to  the  present  that  the  local  authorities  should  ditr 
pose  of  the  federal  income,  and  the  government  presumes  that  there  is  no  exaggeration 
in  the  assurance  that  this  practice  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  tiiat  has 
existed  so  far  towards  the  organization  of  the  federal  finances,  and  that  which  has 
maintained  the  republic  in  a  constant  state  of  bankniptcy  for  many  ye-ars.  One  of 
the  first  requirements  is,  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  so  prejudicial  to  thf 
interests  ol  the  public  revenue,  and  which,  on  account  of  the  restoration  of  peace,  baa 
ceased  to  have  the  motives  that  might  have  justified  it  formerly.  The  govemiueni, 
being  satisfied  of  the  imperious  necessity  of  the  federal  exchequer,  receiving  in  fiiturr 
the  whole  of  its  revenues,  has  dictated  the  competent  measures  towards  obtaining  thi> 
important  result,  and  is  resolved  to  carry  them  into  efiect  with  all  the  energy  required 
by  the  circumstances,  and  with  the  conviction  that  in  this  Nvay  it  fulfills  one  of  the 
most  sacred  duties  which  it  owes  to  the  nation.  For  the  fulfillment  of  the  revenut* 
laws,  government  relies  upon  the  efficient  co-operation  of  congress,  without  which 
perhaps  its  patriotic  views  might  possibly  not  have  the  desired  effwt  The  govern- 
ment IS  persuaded  that  with  these  two  important  elements,  namely,  the  presemition'Ot 
public  tranquillity  and  the  strict  compliance  with*  the  revenue  laws  Uironghoat  the 
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coantry,  it  would  not  only  be  possible  but  also  certain  to  organize  the  national  income 
and  to  connt  upon  the  necessary  means  to  meet  all  requirements  by  covering  the  pub- 
lic e^timatA  and  liquidating  within  a  comparatively  short  period  a  groat  portion  ol  our 
debt. 

The  government  considers  that  one  of  the  most  prejudicial  errors  for  the  republic, 
and  one  that  has  brought  on  the  most  disastrous  and  transceudeut  consequences,  has 
iK'f'n  that  the  country  did  not  possess  sufficient  resources  of  its  own  to  exist  by  itself 
and  that  it  required  inevitably  assistance  from  abroad.  A  painfid  experience  h» 
laus^ht  us  to  know  how  unfounded  is  this  illusion.  After  our  war  with  the  United 
States,  in  fB48,  we  had  a  considerable  supply  of  means,  which,  had  they  been  well 
administered,  would  have  sufficed  to  have  established  our  financial  prosiierity.  But, 
as  the  other  indispensable  requisites  were  wanting  to  attain  this  object,  they  were  dissi- 
pated like  smoke.  Later,  and  in  virtue  of  the  Mesilla  treaty,  we  received  a  subsidy 
irora  abroad,  which  scarcely  became  perceptible,  and  hardly  left  any  trace  behind  it. 
Lastly,  those  misled  Mexicans  who,  in  a  moment  of  supine  hallucination,  appealed  to  a 
fumjrn  couutrj',  not  only  soliciting  pecuniary  res<mrces,  but  also  armed  forces  and 
iKHitive  inten-ention  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  republic,  were  quickly  convinced 
that  notwithstanding  the  fabulous  result  they  obtained  by  converting  into  an  instru- 
ment of  their  unworthy  views  a  sagacious  monarch,  all  was  of  no  avail — neither  the 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  expended  in  the  expedition,  the  thousands  of  troojis 
r^nt  to  the  country,  the  recognition  and  moral  support  afforded  by  European  nations 
to  the  intervention,  nor  the  unheard-of  efforts  whicti  were  made  to  establish  a  state  ^f 
thin^rs  that  did  not  count  upon  its  own  resources,  but  had  to  depend  upon  foreign  aid. 
If  the  republic  had  not  counted  upon  its  own  resources  for  its  existence  as  an  inde- 
wndent  nation,  it  would  have  been  more  decorous  and  i>erhaps  more  patriotic  t<i 
luv<^  sulyected  ourselves  to  the  foreign  yoke,  which  on  distinct  occiisions  has  been  tried 
to  he  imposed  upon  us,  and  which  in  the  last  one  we  had  to  make  gigantic  efforts  to 
overthrow.  The  entire  conffdence  which  the  government  eiyoys  that  the  republic 
pi)sse<st\s  within  itself  all  the  necessary  elements  for  self-existence,  and  that  with  the 
r-'-e^tablishment  of  peace  and  obedience  to  the  laws  she  can  not  only  dispose  of  the 
miuisite  means  to  consolidate  her  government  and  satisfy  all  her  wants,  but  that  by 
the  development  of  her  immense  material  resources  she  will  attain  that  prodigious 
decree  of  welfare  and  prosperity  to  which  it  would  appear  she  is  destined  by  a  benign 
antl  prodigal  nature,  wjis  'without  doubt  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  government  wiw 
iiwpired  with  unlimited  faith^  and  was  made  to  assume  a  dignified  and  decided  attitude 
in  our  last  struggle  with  a  foreign  invader. 

Tlu'  government  has  had  the  i»atriotic  satisfaction  to  observe,  (notwithstanding  that 
tnwes  are  still  unblotted  of  the  foreign'  enemy,  who  tied  precipitately,  abandoning  all 
tlif  interests  he  had  creattMl  here  in  a  period  of  five  years,)  that,  assisted  by  the  good 
•'pii  it  of  the  Mexican  people,  it  finds  itself  in  a  far  inoro  preferable  position,  without 
doubt,  than  any  that  has  existed  since  the  period  of  our  emancipation  up  to  the 
pres<-nt  time.  As  a  proof  of  this,  there  has  scarcely  been  time  to  commence  to  repair 
the  disasters  occasioned  by  the  invasion,  when  the  government,  thanks  to  its  efforts  to 
re-establish  on^r  and  morality,  covers  its  expenses  with  a  punctuality  that  has  never 
hef<»re  been  witnessed.  Notwithstanding  that  the  republic  maintains  a  standing 
armed  force,  larger  than  has  existed  in  times  of  peace,  tins  force,  perhaps  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years,  and  with  the  fact  that  the  government  is  not  yet  in  possession  of 
all  its  revenues,  receives  full  pay,  which  is  generally  paid  a  fortnight  in  advance.  The 
civil  list,  which  comprehends  all  the  employ<?s  of  the  federation,  those  of  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  powers,  and  a  considerable  number  of  widows,  orpnans,' 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  state,  are  also  paid  up  with  all  punctuality.  The  other 
expense*  which  .the  government  necessarily  has  to  meet,  such  as  the  transportation  of 
war  material,  construction  of  warlike  stores,  military  clothing,  i)rinting,  &c.,  &c.,  are 
either  fully  paid  up,  or  in  the  course  of  payment,  with  the  probability  of  being 
covered  immediately.  The  expedition  to  Yucatan,  which  under  other  circumstances 
would  have  been  impossible,  except  by  taking  transport  vessels  by  force,  and  recurring 
to  other  violent  moisures,  has  now  been  effected,  as  it  might  have  been,  by  a  nation 
whose*  credit  was  cemented  upon  a  more  solid  basis,  namely,  by  chartering.steamers 
and  sailing  vessels  jit  fair  prices,  covering  two  months'  pay,  in  advance,  to  the  expedi- 
tionary forces,  and  moreover  remitting  muds  for  those  already  organized,  or  about  to 
he  organized  in  the  States  of  Yucatan  and  Campeachy,  with  the  view  of  re-establish- 
in»5  public  order,  and  putting  down  the  insurrectionists ;  and  these  enormous  outlays, 
whir-h  exceed  the  sum  that  congress  considered  sufficient  to  disburse,  have  not  dis- 
arranged our  estimates  nor  prevented  our  making  our  payments  as  if  the  public  trau- 
qtiillity  had  not  been  disturbed  in  that  peninsula. 

One  of  the  causes  that  has  contributed  to  produce  this  promising  position,  is  the 
determination  of  government,  carried  out  so  far  in  an  inflexiole  manner,  and  in  which 
it  is  the  firm  intentjion  to  persist,  of  not  consenting  to  any  ruinous  contracts  respecting 
the  anticipati^ln  of  duties.  Until  now,  usury  has  been  the  cancer  of  our  financial  sys- 
tem.   Government  has  adopted  the  policy  of  patting  an  end  thereto,  and  the  results  of 
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80  praiseworthy  a  determination,  carried  into  effect  inexorably,  are  already  numifest  to 
every  one. 

Another  of  the  fandamental  principles  on  which  the  financial  x>olicy  of  the  goTera- 
ment  relies,  has  been  and  is  the  fixed  resolntion  to  introduce  economy  in  the  aaminiA- 
trative  expenses.  This,  however,  is  not  the  work  of  a  few  days.  So  far,  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  resjwct,  as  the  armed  force  of  the  republic,  which  at 
the  termination  of  the  war  consist^4  of  eighty  thousand  men,  does  not  now  reach 
twenty  thousand.  For  some  time,  payment  has  had  to  be  made  to  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  chiefs  and  officers,  who  had  been  withdrawn  on  account  of  their  sej^i'ices  being 
no  longer  re<](uired,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  retire  to  their  homes. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  government,  there  would  be  a  great  risk  that  our  present 
financial  situation  might  lose  its  equilibriimi  considerably,  if  we  were  to  attempt  to 
change  the  existing  legislation  in  this  respe>ct,  by  adopting  dangerous  innovations 
There  is  no  doubt  that  our  actual  financial  laws  require  many  improvements,  but 
government  considers  it  to  be  its  duty  to  make  known  to  congreas  it-s  conviction,  that 
any  innovation  not  duly  reflect;^  upon  would  produce  fatal  consequences  to  the 
revenue.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  government  to  adopt  or  propose  to  congress  all 
such  reforms  as  experience  may  show  to  be  needful ;  but  it  is  believed  that  nothing  of 
the  existing  system  should  be  de«stroyed  until  that  which  is  to  supplant  it  shall  be 
established.  *  The  government  considers,  therefore,  that  it  ought  to  impress  upon  con- 
gress the  conveuieuco  of  not  changing  our  rental  system  for  the  moment.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  idea,  the  government  believes  it  to  be  an  obligation  to  recommend  to 
congreas,  not  only  that  the  laws  that  now  form  our  system  should  not  be  abolished  or 
modified  for  the  present,  but  that  the  measures  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  some  of 
the  States,  in  contravention  to  the  federal  laws,  should  be  annulled.  Upon  this  imports 
ant  point  a  representation  will  shortly  be  addressed  to  the  chambers  by  this  depart- 
ment. 

Our  system  of  taxation  is,  without  doubt,  open  to  much  improvement.  One  sole, 
general  direct  tax,  imposed  upon  real  estate  and  actual  capital,  would  be  more  equitable, 
and  would  produce  a  larger  income  to  the  public  treasury,  than  those  now  exacted. 
The  value  of  real  estate  in  the  City  of  Mexico  is  calculated  by  the  general  tax  ofiice 
of  the  district  at  thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  of  the  suburbs,  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Tacubaya  and  Tlalpam,  at  about  eight  millions.  The  reports  given  in,  as  to 
actual  capital,  barely  reach  to  about  three  millions  of  dollars.  Tlus  insignificant 
amount  can  only  represent  a  very  trifling  part  of  such  capital.  In  ca.se  of  adopting 
this  tax,  it  would  be  hecessarj"  to  take  steps  to  oblige  capitalists  to  make  tlieir  repre- 
sentations rather  more  scnipiilously. 

Government  trusts  to  be  in  a  position  before  long  to  reduce  the  armed  force  of  the 
republic  to  a  peace  footing,  as  it  is  of  opinion  that  a  reduced  anny,  but  well  oiganiaed 
and  disciplined,  and  provided  with  arms  with  all  the  improvements  of  modem  inven- 
tions, would  be  more  efficient  in  the  preservation  of  pubbc  tranquillity,  or  in  re-estab- 
lishing order  in  case  of  disturbances,  and  even  in  defense  of  the  country  in  case  of  a 
foreign  invasion,  than  a  more  numerous  army  but  badly  organized,  and  not  well 
armed.  A  military  school  for  the  creation  of  punctilious  and  capable  officers  would 
provide  us  with  a  number  of  instructed  chiefe,  who  would  be  enaoled  to  convert  the 
masses  of  our  population  into  regular  troops  in  case  of  a  foreign  invasion.  The  sums 
which  would  be  economized  by  making  this  reduction  mi^ht  be  employed  with  great 
benefit  to  the  country  in  protecting  foreign  immigratioh,  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, and  in  other  public  improvements,  which  would  permit  us  to  arrive  quickly  to 
that  prosperitv  and  welfare  we  all  desire. 

The  orders  for  payment  which  I  found  pending  in  the  general  treasury,  on  taldng 
office  in  this  department,  amounted  to  $163,296  99.  In  the  few  days  that  have  tran- 
spired since  the  16th  instant  up  to  date  nearly  a  sixth  part  of  these  orders  have  been 
paid,  without  neglecting,  on  this  account,  the  other  public  expenses. 

With  the  view  of  re-establishing  the  credit  of  Mexico,  by  endeavoring  to  comply 
with  the  orders  for  payment  with  that  punctuality  which  is  required  by  decorum  and 
public  convenience,  I  have  taken  the  aetermination  of  not  sending  any  order  to  the 
general  treasury,  or  of  recognizing  those  emanating  from  other  departments,  unless 
there  should  be  the  necessary  funds  in  that  office  to  pay  the  amount  on  presentation. 

It  would  not  be  possible  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  national  revenues,  bcKrause  unfor- 
tunafdy  up  to  the  present  there  have  been  no  means  of  assuring  their  ingress  t^fthe 
public  exchequer.  It  may  be  said,  however,  in  a  general  way,  that  they  consist  ofthe 
income  of  the  maritime  custom-houses,  the  products  of  district  imposts,  and  direct 
contributions,  the  rents  of  mints,  the  "couaucta"  dues,  dues  on  the  exportation  of 
silver,  stamp  dues,  and  national  property. 

It  has  been  a  misfortune  not  to  have  succeeded  np  to  the  present  in  securing  fiie 
entrance  into  the  federal  exchequer  of  the  whole  of  the  income  from  the  niantime 
cnstom-housee  of  the  Pacific.  , 

The  government  is  engaged  in  dictating  the  necessary  measures  to  attain  tlie  desired 
object,  and  wHl  shortly  submit  to  congress  its  ideaft  with  this  view*    A  part  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  418 

iocome  of  these  cOBtom-hoiiseB  has  beeu  devoted  to  the  iiay  ment  of  the  fourth  di  viaion 
of  the  8taudiug  anuy. 

Li  regarci  to  the  cuHtom-houses  of  the  Gulf,  that  of  Vera  Cmz  is  in  fall  possession 
of  the  govermilent,  and  with  its  income  not  only  has  the  pay  of  the  second,  division 
been  covered,  bnt  rt'mittances  have  also  been  made  to  the  general  treasury,  without 
which  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  pay  the  civil  list,  but  even  to  have  attended 
to  the  pay  of  the  first  division  and  that  of  the  forces  of  the  federal  district.  The  custom- 
hoitfe  at  Tampico  was,  unfortunately,  for  some  time  in  the  possession  of  the  insurrec* 
tionisti!  of  that  port,  who  disa<^knowleged  the  authority  of  the  national  government, 
and  who  no|  only  made  use  of  all  its  proceeds,  but  also  exjlcted  loans  from  the  mer- 
chants of  that  city,  and  contracted  obligations  for  which  pretended  claims  are  made 
apXDst  the  federal  government.  Government  is  in  the  hope  that,  now  that  its  autho- 
rity is  re-established  in  Tampico,  it  can  count  upon  the  income  of  that  custom-house. 
A  contuderable  part  of  this  income  has  been  destined  to  pay  the  third  division,  and  the 
Mme  has  happeue^l  in  regard  to  the  custom-house  of  Matamoras.  This  custom-house, 
M  well  as  the  others  on  the  Gulf,  has  l>een  making  rejuittances  to  the  general  treasury, 
bnt  the  diminished  mercantile  transactions  there  have  caused  these  remittances  to  be 
of  bnt  httle  consideration. 

The  revenue  of  the  custom-house  of  the  district  produces  generally,  in  fair  times, 
from  eighty  to  one  himdred  aud  twenty  thousand  dollars  monthly ;  the  direct  taxes 
from  the  district,  from  fortv  to  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  stamp  duty,  from  eighty 
to  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  month.  With  the  assistance  of  these  revenues  gov- 
eniment  has  been  enabled,  thus  far,  to  meet  the  estimates  in  the  manner  already  men- 
tioned. It  is  to  be  anticipat'Cd  that,  with  the  consolidation  of  peace  and  public  order, 
the  fftahlishment  of  the  federal  authority  and  the  supreme  authority  of  the  republic, 
the  re-establishment  of  public  confidence  and  the  augmentation  of  mercantile  transac- 
tions, these  revenues,  as  well  as  those  of  the  custom-houses,  will  increase  very  consider- 
ablv. 

Respecting  mints,  the  system  of  renting  them  out  to  imvate  individuals,  carried  on 
hitherto,  has  produced  more  inconveniences  than  benefits.  For  a  certain  amount, 
comparatively  small,  the  government  has  had  to  bind  itself  not  to  permit  the  exporta- 
tion of  silver  in  bars.  Urgent  necessities  of  the  moment  for  obtaining  resources, 
obliged  those  in  conmiand  to  give  permits  for  the  exportation  of  silver,  and  these  per- 
mits were  given  either  by  the  military  chiefs  or  the  local  authorities,  and  in  conse- 
qnence  thereof  the  tenants  of  the  mints  presented  claims  for  sums  far  exceeding  the 
amounts  received  by  the  government  for  rent.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  under 
the  impression  that  it  wiU  be  more  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  revenue  that  the 
mintB  should  be  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  government,  the  executive  is 
engaged  in  resolving  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  matter.  Propositions  will 
ih^ly  be  presented  to  congress  ^believed  to  be  sufficient  to  place  this  important 
branch  of  revenue  upon  a  better  footing  than  hitherto.  Several  of  the  leases  ot  mints 
Iiave  already  expired,  and  government  nas  deemed  fit  not  to  renew  them.  When  the 
new  arrangements,  in  which  the  executive  is  now  occupied,  are  concluded,  this  import- 
ant matter,  it)stea<l  of  beine  burdensome  to  the  public  exchequer,  as  has  been  the 
ease  recently,  wft  give  excellent  results. 

A  large  number  of  convoys  (conductas)  having  left  last  year,  exceeding  that  regula- 
lated  by  law,  it  i»  not  to  be  expected  that  in  the  present  year  so  large  a  number  will 
leave,  or  that  they  will  carry  ^eat  amounts.  It  is  not  to  be  looked  for,  therefore,  that 
any  considerable  revenue  willDe  obtained  from  this  source.  When  mining  operatious 
revive  that  impulse  that  they  ought  to  receive,  after  some  time  of  peace  and  the 
return  of  public  confidence,  the  proceeds  from  this  branch  will  be  very  abundant. 

Kationalized  properties  would  doubtless  be  a  source  of  public  wealth,  notwithstanding 
little  is  left  of  them,  if  the  exigencies  of  times  past  were  not  subject  to  innumera- 
ble complications.  Government  believes,  however,  that  the  necessities  have  now  passed 
over  which  caused  their  transfer  or  sale,  at  low  prices  in  order  to  disarm  an  uncom- 
promising enemy,  and  that  with  good  administration  they  may  hereafter  be  made  to 
produce  abundant  resources,  or  that  they  will  serve,  at  any  rate,  to  liquidate  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  our  debt.  Government  is  actively  engaged  in  adopting  the 
Becttsary  measures  to  secure  this  object,  and  will  soon  submit  to  congress,  if  requlied, 
the  Mem  that  may  be  deemed  convenient,  both  for  the  better  organization  of  the  depart-' 
iBent  of  narionalized  property,  and  the  arraugements  for  the  collection  and  distribution  of 
the  proceeds.  Neither  would  it  be  possible,  just  now,  to  form  an  estimate 'bf  the  entire 
expenses  required  forpublic  administration.  Government  has  already  intimated  to  con- 
l?rei§,  through  myself,  that  not  one  single  day  shall  be  lost  in  forming  this  report.  One  of 
my  first  acts  upon  entering  in  the  finance  department,  and.even  several  days  previous  to 
congpsoB  making  any  indication  to  me  with  this  object,  was,  with  the  consent  of  the 
pRodent,  to  issue  a  circular  requiring  all  the  necessary  data  to  form  the  same  in  a 
complete  and  exact  manner.  I  can  assure  confess  that  the  government  has  the  firm 
d^cnoination  t»  form  the  estimate,  and  only  desires  that  the  one  thus  made  may  deserve 
that  name,  and  not  be  a  dead  lettei,  or  a  thing  impracticable,  as  by  misfortune  has  hap- 
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peiied  on  other  occasions.  For  the  present,  however,  I  can  state  to  congress  crndely, 
and  in  a  general  way,  that  the  expenses  of  administration  of  which  I  have  knowledge 
amount  monthly  to  the  following  snms : 

Legislative  power  of  the  federation  and  its  secretaryship |35, 874  54 

Executive  power,  including  the  President,  secretary's  office,  and  min- 
isters of  foreign  afl'airs,  home  department,  justice,  finance,  and  war, 

(the  department  of  public  works  liavLng  a  special  fund) 23, 327  61 

Presidents  staff 1,468 'JO 

The  extraordinary  expenses  in  tlae  ministerial  departments  may  be 

calculated  at 40,000  00 

Judicial  power  of  the  federation 20, 321  49 

Judicial  power  of  the  district ^ •. 13, 522  75 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Legations  and  consulates 4, 500  00 

HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

Post  office 3,010  83 

Territory  of  Lower  California 358  33 

Subscriptions  to  newspapers 700  00 

Editorship  of  the  official  journal 460  00 

Government  printing  office 466  00 

DEPARTMF^'T  OF  JUSTICE. 

Assignations  to  colleges • .-. . .  7,  &9S  14 

General  archives 346  32 

National  library tKiS  32 

National  museum 700  0(» 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

First  division 93, 556  S 

Second  division SS.liM  00 

Third  division 107,557  00 

Fourth  division J^,  366  00 

Engineer  staff 1,148  70 

Expenses  Of  the  exj)edition  to  Yucatan 100, 000  00 

Establishment  for  the  construction  of  artillery 3, 518  00 

Naticmal  corps  of  invalids ». 8, 0?^  96 

Military  gratifications 900  00 

Repairs  of  quarters ^ 6, 000  00 

Depot  of  chiefs  and  officers , 3, 314  00 

Pensioners,  as  follows : 

Retired  list 9,636  07 

Military  montepio 15, 401  07 

Military  pensions /.  .^ *. 6, 681  04 

Civil  montepio '. 8, 979  44 

Superannuated  list 1, 444  22 

Superannuated  list « 1, 742  OO 

Civil  pensions 316  00 

Wagon  trains. .  # 385  00 

Annuities  to  the  wounded  and  the  families  of  those  who  have  died  in 

defense  of  constitutional  order 987  (K) 

Generals  at  quarters,  and  unattached  chiefs  and  officers 1, 251  50 

Military  commandant's  department 94, 296  95 

Harbor  masters 5, 000  W 

Rural  coiys 14, 497  iS 

Guard  of  Siexico  and  Ajusco 6, 429  OO 

FINANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Customs,  estimates 41, 652  66 

Agents  of  finance  department 8, 775  41 

General  treasury  of  the  nation 5, 985  00 

Custom-house  at  Mexico * ^ 13, 000  (S> 

Tax  office,  (general)* 2, 916  66 

Stamp  office 2, 420  00 

Redemption  of  floating  debt 40,000  OD 


* 
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R<^demption  of  consolidate^  debt $80,000  00 

Wanleiiship  of  the  Terceros  hospital .- 92  27 

Wanlenship  of  the  mint 147  50 

Weights  and  uieaanres 391  66 

FEDERAL  DISTRICT. 

Mmiinpal  goard  of  the  district 18,109  12 

Mihtary  comand<inte  of  the  district 2, 570  00 

Qnrirt^nnaster  of  the  district 644  70 

Supplie«for % 480  00 

Supplies  to  the  government  of  the  district 7, 677  74 

IiwemnJties  to  file  proprietoi'B  of  edifices  pulled  down 2, 000  00 

Total 1,057,834  13 


The  pensions  payable  in  the  States  are  not  included,  on  account  of  the  estimates  not 
having  been  received,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  demands  addressed  by  the  general 
trt^sury  to  the  head  offices  Avith  this  object. 

Ou  the  arrival  of  the  national  government  at  this  city,  in  July  of  last  year,  the  funds 
of  the  municipality  were  found  to  be  so  dilapidated,  that  it  was  entirely  impossible  to  pay 
out  of  them  the  expenses  of  the  government  of  the  district  and  it*  armed  force.  It  has 
ht^'R  necessary,  therefore,  to  concede  ceilain  subsidies,  more  or  less  considetable,  in 
order  to  attend  to  the  most  urgent  re(iuirements.  The  municijiality  has  also  been 
a*isiste4l  with  a  monthly  sum  for  the  opening  of  new  streets  to  embellish  the  capital, 
and  for  indemnities  to  the  owners  of  property  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  demolish. 
Government  has  now  regulated  the  revenues  of  the  district,  and  considers  that  ere  long 
they  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  its  expenses,  and  then  the  supplements  wliich  have 
li^en  made  up  to  the  present  will  be  at  an  end. 

(iovenmient  has  also  thought  it  its  duty  to  maintain  a  considerable  force  of  rural 
police  for  the  custody  of  the  roa<l  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  to  the  interior,  as  far  as 
(^neretaro.  The  States  ought  to  protect  their  own  road,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  <;encral  government  to  take  them  all  under  their  custody.  In  attention,  however, 
to  the  importance  of  those  two  now  mentioned,  government  has  not  hesitated  to  organ 
ize  forces  for  their  protection  until  the  States  can  comply  with  this  obligation.  This 
charge  is  all  the  more  onerous,  because  the  forces,  badly  discharging  this  service,  receive 
higher  pay  than  those  of  the  regular  army.  * 

One  of  the  most  efficacious  modes  that  exist,  in  the  opinion  of  the  government,  not 
only  for  making  the  public  revenues  more  productive,  but  also  for  facilitating  the  opera- 
tions of  merchants  of  good  faith,  and  simplifying  the  present  financial  system,  Avhich 
hiLs  become  exceedingly  complicated,  is  the  formation  of  a  new  custom  tariff,  based  upon 
principles  in  acconlance  with  the  express  precej)ts  of  the  constitution.  With  the 
jipirit  of  the  age,  and  with  the  most  trivial  diatribes  of  political  economy,  according  to 
which  it  is  now  obvious  that  the  augmentation  of  revenue  does  not  dej)end  so  much 
iiixm  the  increase  of  duties,  wliich  only  serves  as  a  pretext  for  smuggling,  but  in  the 
development  of  mercantile  transactions,  which  cannot  avoid  increasing  very  consider- 
ahlynnder  the  impulse  that  will  be  afforded  by- the  present  system,  and  above* all,  taking 
fare  that  the  tariff  now  to  be  adopted  shall  be  uniformly  and  invariably  carried  into 
HFect  in  all  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  the  republic  with  the  view  of  preventing 
merchandise  being  received  in  some  ports  at  lower  duties  than  at  others,  by  which  trade 
Hifters,  to  the  prejudice  of  merchants  of  good  fjiith,  aud*fiirther  inducements  are 
offered  for  smuggling.  ^ 

With  the  desire  of  carrying  out  this  important  reform,  which  is  required  botli  by  the 
interests  of  the  executive  and  those  of  the  commerce  of  the  republic,  the  government 
has  named  a  commission  composed  of  citizens  of  acknowledged. ability,  acquired  by 
long  experience  both  as  employ<^.s  and  as  merchants,  which  is  charged  with  tlie  forma- 
tion of  a  project  for  the  new  tJiriff.  The  cardinal  basis  on  which  the  same  should  rest 
is.  in  the  conception  of  the  ijovemment,  the  establishment  of  solely  importation  dues 
higher  than  those  now  existing,  in  order  to  reassume  therein  all  the  additional  duties 
now  collected ;  the  raising  of  prohibitions,  but  x>«tting  duties  on  thoseuarticle^  now 
pn)Ml)it-ed,  in  order  to  protect  national  industry ;  the  adoption  of  the  metro-decimal 
system,  which  should  have  ruled  in  the  republic  long  since ;.  the  abolition  of  adminis- 
trative litigations,  in  which  the  executive  now  acts  as  judge  and  plaintiff';  and  perhaps 
the  establishment  of  a  port  of  deposit  on  the  Pacific,  which  it  appears  is  required  both 
by  the  special  necessities  of  that  coast  and  the  interests  of  the  government. 

The  public  debt  liajL  without  dispute,  been  the  principal  difficulty  with  which  former 
aclministrations  have  nad  to  struggle  hitherto,  and  it  may  be  saitl,  without  exaggera- 
tion, that  it  served  as  a  pretext  for  ttie  French  intervention  which  we  have  just  overctime. 
This  is  not  the  moment  to  examine  the  origin,  circums^nces,  sind  amount  of  the  debt; 
it  is  Bufflcient  to  8tat«  that  certain  European  nations,  iKailing  themselves  of  our  want 
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of  experience,  and  more  especially  of  our  debility,  of  which  we  had  a  false  idea,  imposed 
upon  U8  obligations  tlie  fulfillment  of  which  was  almost  incompatible  with  our  exist- 
ence as  an  independent  nation,  in  the  understanding  that  they  deprived  us  of  the 
principal  and  most  valuable  part  of  our  revenues,  without  which  it  was  not  possible 
for  us  to  meet  tlie  most  urgent  expenses  of  administration.  At  the  same  time,  and 
forming  an  essential  part  of  their  jirogramme,  they  imposed  upon  u»,  as  an  interna- 
tional debt,  that  which  by  its  origin,  and  in  accordance  wnth  every  principle  of 
equity  and  justice,  universally  recognized  by  all  nations,  could  not  have  any  other 
character  than  that  of  a  national  debt,  in  which  no  foreign  power  ought  to  have  any 
kind  of  interference.  This  false  policy  produced  the  resiuts  which  were  inevitably  to 
follow :  the  national  government  found  its<4f  deprived  of  the  indispensable  resources 
for  the  preservation  of  public  order,  and  without  these,  with  the  assignments  made  to 
foreign  nations,  it  was  impossible  to  pay  even  the  interest  on  the  debt.  The  exigencies 
of  thtMse  powers  arrived  at  a  really  intolerable  point,  and  at  last  produced  a  misunder- 
standing fatal  to  them,  but  which  has  had  for  us  the  beneficial  result  of  freeing  our- 
selves from  the  tutelage  under  which  we  had  been  laboring,  and  of  giving  us  the  con- 
sciousness of  our  own  strength,  and  the  determination  of  defending  our  rights  against 
everj'  kind  of  influence  and  aggression,  both  abroad  and  at  home. 

The  European  nations  that  made  war  ui>on  us,  or  lent  their  moral  support  to  our 
invaders,  by  recognizing  the  order  of  things  which  the  French  intervention  attempted 
to  establish  in  the  republic,  broke  by  this  act  the  treaties  that  l)ound  them  t^xiu*.  Not 
on  this  account  do  we  pretend  to  disacknowleilge  the  obligation  of  pa>ing  the  legitimate 
creditors  of  the  repubuc,  and  we  can  assure  them  that  tiieir  position  has  never  been 
more  favorable  than  at  present,  considering  that  there  has  never  existed  so  great  a 
probability  on  such  well-founded  hopes  of  consolidating  the  peace  of  Mexico  as  now. 

Availing  itself  of  the  rights  given  by  this  new  situation,  and  animat^^s  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  comply  with  all  the  legitimat-e  obligations  of  the  republic,  the  government 
has  also  decided  uikju  the  mode  of  paying  off  gradually,  as  the  circumstances  may  per- 
mit, the  national  debt,  whether  consolidated  or  floating.  A  fund  of  not  less  than  nfly 
thousand  dollars  per  month  has  been  dedicated  to  the  redemption,  at  public  auction, 
of  the  bonds  of  our  consolidated  debt.  The  government  desires  that  within  a  few  days 
the  first  sale  should  take  place  of  the  bonds  of  the  extinguishe*!  Spanish  and  English 
conventions,  from  certain  funds  found  in  the  possession  of  the  former  agents  of  these 
bond-holders,  and  which  the  government  is  engaged  in  recovering  to  distribute  the 
same,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  redeem  its  debt.  Accounts  will  also  be 
demanded  from  these  agents,  of  the  sums  they  receivetl  during  the  so-called  empire, 
and  of  the  coui)ous  paid,  so  as  to  liouidate  what  may  be  owing.  If,  as  may  be  expected, 
this  plan  should  produce  good  results,  within  a  few  years  we  shall  have  redeemed  much 
of  our  debt,  and  m  this  way  we  shall  have  radically  removed  the  constant  motives  we 
have  heretofore  had  for  difficulties  with  European  nations.  If  these  powers  should 
desire  to  renew  their  relations  with  us  under  different  bases  from  those  subsisting  form- 
erly, we  shall  have  ceased  to  have  cause  for  ditlerences  with  Western  Europe. 

Tlie  republic  neither  can,  nor  ought,  in  any  shape,  recognize  the  obligarions  which 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  attempttni  to  force  upon  her  by  means  of  liis  intervention 
in  our  domestic  affairs.  The  government  cannot  find  language  sufficiently  strong  to 
exjiress  the  force  of  its  determination  in  this  respect ;  neither  can  it  acknowledge  any 
of  the  obligations  contrac^ted  through  the  onler  of  things  which  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  emleavored  to  establish  in  Moxia^.  Grovemmeut  has  also  declared  that  it  will 
not  recognize  either,  as  a  legitimate  cflnm  against  the  nation,  the  damages  and  loew« 
occasioned  to  foreigners  or  natives  by  the  invader  or  his  allies  in  the  war  of  inter- 
vention. But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  considered  to  be  very  just  to  recognise  to  the 
citizens  who  have  contributed  with  their  property  towards  the  continuarion  of  the 
war  against  the  foreign  invader  those  claims  thev  may  have  against  the  federal  treas- 
ury, as  also  to  iKte  patriots  who  have  been  for  all  this  period  in  the  civil  or  milifary 
service  of  the  j|;overnment,  the  balances  that  may  be  due  them  for  the  time  they  did 
not  receive  their  pay.  It  not  being  )>ossible,  however,  to  ])ay  off  all  these  obligations 
at  once,  government  has  dictated  the  measures  by  which  they  may  be  recognized, 
liquidated  and  paid.  The  decree  of  the  10th  November  regulates  the  mode  in  which 
such  recognition  and  liquidation  shall  be  eflected.  The  offices  intrusted  with  carrying 
these  operations  into  practice  have  been  already  organized,  and  are  now  in  actuu 
exercise  of  their  functions,  ^\^len  their  labors  are  concluded,  a  general  statement 
will  be  presented  to  congress  comprehending  those  claims  recognized  and  liquidated. 

The  decree  of  the  30th  November  of  the  same  year  ordains  that  from  the  month  of 
May  forward  a  fund  shall  be  separated  of  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars,  nor 
more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  monthly,  destined  to  the  redemption  of  the  interior 
debt,  in  which  is  of  course  included  both  tne  consolidated  and  floating  debt.  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  carry  out  these  measures,  dictated  by  itself,  with  all  scrupulousDess, 
and  which,  in  its  judgment,  constitute  the  most  equitable  and  efficacious  means  of 
redeeming  the  whole  of  the  debt  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

Government  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  consolidate  the  floating 
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debt  of  the  nation  npon  an  equitable*  basis.  Promise  bas  been  made  to  effect  this,  and 
with  tills  yiew  attention  is  now  being  given  to  tbis  important  matter,  whicb  will  bave 
80  mach  influence  upon  tbe  national  credit,  and  wben  tbese  labors  are  concluded  they 
will  be  submitted  to  congress  for  their  determination.*  Tbe  completion  of  our  financiid 
•ystem  and  of  order  in  the  revenues  will  be,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  government,  the  sup- 
pnnion  of  special  funds,  and  of  assignations  of  a  smiilar  nature.  We  cannot  bave  a 
system  founded  upon  firm  and  solid  bases,  until  we  succeed  in  establishing  an  office 
thst  shall  be  tbe  only  one  for  distributions,  and  wbicb  sball  keep  accounts  current  witb 
ill  branches. 

There  are,  moreover,  otber  reforms  of  a  secondary  nature,  wbicb  may  be  classed  as 
regaUtion  orders,  and  wbicb  government  will  endeavor  to  establisb  ^i  tbe  offices  of 
Uie  federation  according  as  it  may  be  possible  to  do  so,  and  wbicb  will  be  indicated  by 
the  relations  tbemselves.  Among  tbese  will  be  comprebended  tbe  prohibition  of 
reeeivuig  orders  for  payment,  compensations  and  much  less  assignations  in  the  coUec- 
tots'  offices.  Also  that  tbe  general  treasury  of  the  district  and  tbe  financial  agencies 
is  the  States  shall  make  no  otber  payments  tban  those  decreed  by  the  estimate,  and  on 
ill  occasions  by  a  previous  order  m>m  the  department  of  finance,  whose  care  will  be  to 
limit  the  same  to  each  separate  case.  On  publishing  tbe  estimate,  the  department  of 
finance  will  form,  in  accordance  with  the  branches  included  therein,  the  svstem  of 
ieeoonts  to  be  established  in  the  general  treasury,  to  combine  clearness  and  smipUcity 
with  the  security  of  the  public  interests  and  all  responsibility  of  the  emplo^^.  For 
the  offices  of  financial  agents  a  form  of  accounts  will  be  adopted,  which,  besides  unit- 
ing tiie  preceding  requisites,  shall  produce  the  result  of  that  uniformity  which  is  now 
wanting. 

This  IS  an  abstract  of  the  situation  of  our  financial  affairs.  Up  to  the  present,  every 
tbing  possible  has  been  done  towards  the  improvements,  and  promising  results  have 
iheady  been  obtained.  Government  has  the  expectation  of  making  further  improve-  - 
meats  hereafter,  counting  upon  the  efficacious  and  wise  co-operation  of  congress,  to 
whom  the  constitution  has  ^ven  the  faculty  of  approving  the  estimate  and  decreeing 
contributions. 

M.  EOMERO. 

Mehoo,  January  31, 1868. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  77.]  Legation  of  the  United  Stages, 

City  of  Mexicoj  February  12, 1868. 
Sib  :  As  a  matter  of  farther  information,  I  transmit  to  the  depart- 
ment herewith  translation  of  correspondence  that  has  taken  place 
between  this  government  and  the  representatives  here  of  the  creditors 
Qiider  the  Spanish  convention  debt.  While  the  action  taken  by  the 
Mexican  government  with  reference  to  this  debt  is  the  same  as  that 
with  reg£^  to  the  English  convention  debt  referred  to  in  my  dispatch 
No.  65^  of  the  13th  ultimo,  the  corres^adence  now  transmitted  sets  forth 
more  mlly  the  nature  of  the  obligations  asserted  to  exist  by  the  creditors 
under  those  conventions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 


^  No.  1. 

[Traiislatifm.I 
nRPARTlCENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT.— SECTION  9. 

It  has  reached  the  knowledge  of  the  President  of  the  republic  that  there  exists  in 
yoac  pos8e8sion^38y000  proceeding  from  the  Spanish  convention,  and  which  yon  propose 
to  distribnte.    By  his  o^er  yon  are  prohibited  from  carrying  into  effect  snch  distnbu-, 
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tlon,  and  you  are  directed  to  hold  the  said  sum  at  the  disposition  of  the  supreme  goT- 
emment  until  it  shall  think  proper  to  otherwise  order. 
Independence,  liberty,  and  ref(»rm !    Mexico,  October  22, 1867. 

For  the  minister, 

J.  TORREA,  ChitfCUrk, 
Mr.  Miguel  Buch,  Fretent 


^  No.  2. 

[TranalatioiL] 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  permanent  committee  of  the  fund  of  the  ^aniah 
convention,  before  your  excellency  respectfully  set  forth : 

That  Mr.  Mi^el  Buch  has  had  the  honor  of  receiving,  and  has  passed  to  us,  the  note 
dated  the  22d  mstant,  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  state  that  it  has  reached  the 
knowledge  of  the  President  that  there  exists  in  the  possession  of  the  agent  |38^000 
proceeding  from  the  Spanish  convention,  which  it  is  proposed  to  distribute ;  and  it  is 
required  that  such  distribution  shall  be  suspended,  and  that  the  said  sum  shall  be  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  the  supreme  government.  We  have  to  believe  that  the  said 
supreme  disposition  has  been  obtain^  by  means  of  false  or  erroneous  information.  It 
is  our  duty  to  rectify  the  same,  and  for  that  purpose  it  will  be  permitted  to  us  to  state 
some  antecedents  of  this  affair,  and  to  refer  to  the  true  £Eu;ts  as  they  have  occurred. 

By  articles  3  and  4  of  the  convention,  a^usted  between  the  governments  of  Mexico 
and  Spain  on  the  12th  of  November.  1853,  ratified  by  the  former  government  <m  the 
22<l  of  the  same  month,  and  by  the  latter  on  the  30th  of  Majr,  1854,  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment obliges  itself  to  pay  to  the  Spanish  creditors  the  credits  which  they  represented, 
allowing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  vearly,  from  the  14th  of 
August,  1852,  as  stipulated  m  the  convention  oi  the  14th  of  November,  1851,  and 
allowing  also  five  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  redemption  of  the  principid.  To  cover 
these  two  sums  the  supreme  ^vemment  assigned  eight  per  cent,  of  the  product  of  the 
duties  of  importation  caused  in  the  custom-houses  established  in  the  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic. It  was  also  stipulated  that  the  general  treasury  should  pay  tue  said  eight  per 
cent.,  delivering  its  amount  in  drafts  to  the  agents  named  by  the  creditors,  without  the 
necessity  of  any  further  orders,  the  one  then  given  being  sufficient,  and  of  which  a 
copy  was  passed  to  the  representative  of  her  Catholic  Ms^esty  that  it  form  part  of  the 
convention.  In  virtue  of  this  contract  a  general  meeting  of  the  creditors,  presided  over 
by  the  minister  of  her  Catholic  Migesty,  established  regulations,  of  whicn  we  inclose  a 
copy,  for  the  direction  and  administration  of  the  fund ;  and  some  time  afterwards  Mr. 
Buch  was  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  agents  and.  the  undersigned  as  member, 
of  the  permanent  committee.  This  appointment  was  maae  in  Novembco',  1860,  and  it 
is  therefore  not  true  that  the  affent  has  been  appointed  b^  the  government  of  the  empire, 
a9  mistakingly  or  maliciously  nas  been  stfited  to  the  minister  of  treasury. 

As  stipulated  in  the  convention,  the  agent  and  the  permanent  committee  have  lim- 
ited themselves,  in  the  years  that  have  passed,  solely  by  the  receiving  of  the  eight  per 
cent,  of  the  products  of  the  maritime  custom-houses,  without  making  any  innova^oo 
upon  the  terms  of  the  convention,  and  Without  entering  into  any  contract  with  the 
government  of  the  empire. 

The  $34,184  86  which  exist  are  the  remainder  <^  the  sums  received,  which,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  have  not  been  distributed,  both  because  a  part  consists  in  drafts  w^ch,  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  coUeet,  and  because  the  amount  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  the 
one  per  cent,  due  on  account  of  the  sixteenth  dividend,  which  coupon  has  been  cut 
from  the  bonds  and  is  held  in  the  safe  of  the  agency. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  will  be  seen  that  the  said  sum  belongs  in  full  property 
to  the  creditors,  that  it  has  been  received  by  their  agent  in  part  payment  of  what  iB 
due  to  them  from  the  nation,  and  that  in  consequence  it  does  not  belong  to  the  treasury, 
as  has  been  maliciously  denounced  to  the  department  under  your  worthy  charge. 
We  are  aware  that  the  aenouncer  complains  that  the  committee  and  the  agent  do  not 
distribute  the  funds  of  the  convention  equally  among  the  creditors.  Such  complaint, 
however,  is  without  foundation,  and  only  has  for  its  object  to  obtain  undue  preferences, 
as  it  will  be  easy  to  demonstrate. 

Convinced  that  the  means  that  have  been  emploved  by  the  party  interested,  to  obtain 
advantages  to  the  prejudice  of  the  majority  of  the  creditors,  will  not  exercise  aay 
influence  in  the  just  mind  of  the  Piesident,  or  in  the  integrity  and  intelligenoe  of 
yourself,  we  beg  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  entreat  him  to  consent  to  withdraw  the 
supreme  order  of  the  22d  instant. 

In  concluding  this  statement  we  have  to  make  known  to  you  that  in  the  arohives  of 
the  committee  there  exist  paid  coupons  to  the  amount  of  over  $1,000,000,  whi<^  we 
have  held,  and  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  constitutional  government,  trusting  thai  it 
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win  be  pkised  to  give  its  orden  that  they  may  be  deliyered  in  the  ffeneral  treasury 
in  MofiMinity  with  the  convention.    Wherefore  we  be^  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  in  conformity  with  what  we  hare  asked,  in  which  we  will  receive  fovor  and 
justice. 
Mexico,  October  89, 1867. 

J.  M.  BAS80C0. 
R.  MORA. 
C.  CALLADO. 
Tht  Citixen  Ministbb  of  Treasury. 


No.  3. 

rTraiiBlatioii.1 

DBPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2. 

The  dtixen  Prmdent  has  well-founded  motives  for  considering  insnbsistent  the  trea- 
tka  which  nnited  Mexico  with  the  powers  who  disowned  the  republican  government 
of  this  country,  and  recognized  the  so-called  imx>erial  government  which  the  French 
intervcntaon  pretended  to  establish,  it  being  those  powers  who  by  such  conduct  broke 
said^eaties. 

Ab  among  those  treaties  figures  the  Spanish  convention,  it  is  in  the  same  case  as  any 
of  the  others,  and  must,  in  consequence,  be  considered  as  insnbsistent.  *  The  govem- 
raeat,  however,  does  not  for  this  deny  the  obligation  of  the  national  treasury  to  pay 
the  legitimate  and  recognized  titles  of  this  extinguished  convention.  All  that  it  denies 
u  that  such  oblifption  retains  an  international  character,  and  that  the  terms  of  pay- 
ment stipulated  in  a  no  longer  existing  arrangement  should  subsist. 

In  virtue  of  the  liberty  which  it  now  has  to  fix  these  terms  as  may  appear  best,  it 
has  considered  it  convenient  to  determine  that  the  redemption  of  the  titles  of  the 
extingmshed  Spanish  convention  be  proceeded  with  by  public  auctions.  The  first  of 
these  auctions  will  be  held  with  the  fund  of  |34,184  86,  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
jourqielvee  or  of  Mr.  Buch,  bein^  the  balance  of  the  sums  received  from  tne  eight  per 
cent  of  the  products  of  the  maritime  custom-houses,  and  which  you  will  deliver  imme- 
diately into  the  general  treasury. 

The  subsequent  auctions  will  be  held  with  the  funds  which  wHl  be  opportunely  des- 
ignated, there  being  only  and  exclusively  admissible  for  this  redemption  the  titles  of 
ube  extinguished  Spanisn  convention  recognized  as  legitimate  by  the  republican  gov- 
eniment.  which  protested  a^inst  the  Mon-Almonte  treaty,  and  preferring  for  the 
redemption  of  those  titles  which  are  tendered  by  the  most  favorable  bidder,  i.  e.,  those 
that  are  offered  at  the  lowest  price. 

As  in  the  conununication  wnich,  on  the  29th  of  October  last,  you  addressed  to  this 
department,  and  to  which  the  present  serves  as  reply,  you  stated  that  in  the  archives 
wMch'  are  under  your  charge  there  exist  paid  coupons  to  the  value  of  more  than  a 
■ollion  of  dollars,  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  the  same  into  the  general  treasury, 
together  with  the  respective  accounts  of  the  ^Hncipal  and  interest  of  the  extingmshed 
Spanish  convention. 

By  direction  of  the  President  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence 
and  the  consequent  ends. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !    Mexico,  December  21, 18G7. 

J.  TORREA. 

Messrs.  Jose  Maria  de  Bassoco,  Raymundo  Mora,  and  Casimjro  Collado. 


No.  4. 
[TranalatioD.] 

Citizen  Minister:  At  12  o'clock  to-day  has  been  delivered  to  us  the  supreme  order 
yoB  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  us  under  date  of  the  21st  instant,  requiring  of  us 
that  the  agency  of  the  Spanish  convention  deliver  into  the  general  treasury  the 
|S4,184  86,  now  on  hand  in  cash  and  in  drafts. 

As  such  dii^Mwition  is  of  grave  importance  to  our  constituents,  we  have  not  the 
aothority  to  decide  in  the  case,  and  it  is  indispensable  to  convoke  a  general  meeting  of 
theparties  interested,  in  order  to  inform  them  of  the  said  supreme  order.  ^ 

We  therefore  pray  yon  to  be  pleased  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  said  disposition, 
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in  order  to  afford  us  a  proper  time  to  call  and  hold  a  meeting  of  the  oreditois,  as  is  ow 
duty. 
In  the  same  we  will  receive  favor  and  Justice. 
Mexico,  December  24, 1867. 

JOSfi  M.  BASSOCO. 
RAYMUNDO  MORA. 
CASIMIRO  COLLADO. 
MIGUEL  BUCH,  as  agent 
The  Citizen  Minister  op  Treasury. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTBfENT  OF  THE  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2 

I  have  ffi ven  an  aecount  to  the  President  of  your  petition  of  the  24th  instant,  in  wbieh 
you  ask  the  suspension  of  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the  21st  instant  with  reference 
to  the  deliveiy  into  the  general  treasury  of  the  funds  and  liquidations  belonging  to  the 
extinguished  Spanish  convention. 

The  President,  in  view  of  said  petition,  has  directed  me  to  say  to  yon  that,  for  ^ 
reasons  expressed  in  the  said  order,  the  supreme  government  is  resolved  that  what  wis 
therein  determined  must  be  complied  with,  and  he  expects  that  yon,  on  your  part,  will 
be  pleased  to  give  due  acquiescence  in  what  pertains  to  you. 

By  his  order  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the  consequent  ends. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !    Mexico,  December  28, 1867. 

J.  M.  OARMENDU. 

To  Messrs.  J.  M.  Bassoco,  R.  Mora,  and  C.  Collado. 


No.  6. 
[TnuisUtion.] 

In  compliance  with  what  we  had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  minister  of  the  treasory 
in  our  memorial  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  and  with  what  our  regulations  preembe, 
we  have  called  a  general  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  Spanish  convention,  in  order 
to  inform  them  of  the  resolution  taken  by  the  President,  and  they  have  unanimooflly 
agreed  in  authorizing  us  to  employ  all  legal  means  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating 
the  justice  that  sustains  us,  at  the  same  lime  with  all  re^spect  to  the  supreme  oirders. 
As  one  of  the  means  that  is  proper  is  that  of  ropresentation,  we  may  be  pennitted  to 
set  forth  some  reasons  in  defense  of  the  interests  committed  to  our  charge. 

His  excellency  the  minister,  in  the  supreme  order  of  the  21st  of  December  last,  has 
been  pleased  to  state  that  the  President  has  well-founded  motives  for  considering  m 
insubeistent  the  treaties  that  unite  Mexico  with  the  powers  who,  after  having  recog- 
nized the  government  of  the  republic,  recognized  also  the  imperial  government 
attempted  to  be  established  by  the  French  intervention,  it  being  those  powers  who 
broke  the  treaties,  among  whicn  figured  the  Spanish  convention. 

It  does  not  belong  to  us  to  discuss  the  conduct  observed  by  our  government  in  enter- 
ing into  relations  with  the  imperial  authorities,  and  much  less  to  attempt  to  define  the 
efiects  that  this  act  may  have  produced,  but  we  think  we  can  assume  that  the  Spanish 
convention  of  the  12th  of  November,  1853,  ratified  on  the  30th  of  May,  1854,  snbsistB 
and  should  be  complied  with. 

It  is  weU  known  that  among  the  writers  upon  international  law.  the  question  bss 
been  discussed  whether  the  rule,  that  war  puts  an  end  to  all  treaties  between  the  cod- 
tracting  powers,  has  not  some  exceptions,  and  the  greater  number  agree  that  there  are 
oases  of  exception,  and  even  cite  some  examples. 

We  believe  that  thero  has  not  been  war  between  Spain  and  Mexico,  but  only  a  sus- 
pension of  relations,  which  we  indulged  the  hope  would  be  of  short  duration.  Bat 
whether  thero  may  have  been  a  state  of  war  between  the  one  nation  and  the  other,  or 
a  suspension  of  relations  that  may  be  assumed  to  put  an  end  to  treaties,  properly  so- 
called  as  those  of  friendship,  alliance,  or  commerce,  which  relate  to  genml  ana  perma- 
nent interests,  the  same  cannot  be  the  case  with  conventions  like  Hie  Spanish, 
which  only  relate  to  the  interests  of  private  individuals,  and  which,  if  acUnsted  between 
the  two  governments  of  Spain  and  of  Mexico,  was  only  to  assuro  moro  firmly  what  was 
stipulated  with  feferonce  to  such  interests.    The  obUgation  contracted  between  the 
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ptftiM  oelebratiiig  the  convention  did  not  remain  de]^ndent  or  subject  to  the  political 
occnrrences  that  might  take  place.  The  convention  is  nothing  more  than  a  contract 
between  the  government  of  the  republic  and  that  of  her  Catholic  Mi^esty,  by  which 
the  former  performed  an  act  of  justice  by  assigning  a  part  of  the  product  of  her  mari- 
time custom-houses  during  a  term  of  years  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  to  Spanish 
sabjectSf  and  the  latter  f^greed  that  its  subjects  should  accept  the  delay  in  payment  in 
consideration  of  said  assignment. 

If  the  convention  was  at  an  end,  the  creditors  would  recover  immediately  the  unques- 
tionable right  of  asking  the  payment  in  full  of  their  credits,  as  the  arrangement  would 
be  at  an  end  by  which  they  agreed  to  wait  and  to  accept  annual  paymipts.  We  make 
nse  of  this  circumstance  to  demonstrate  the  justice  with  which  we  clami  that  the  con- 
vention is  still  in  force,  and  that  we  do  not  in  any  manner  admit  that  it  has  been  ter- 
minated. 

It  must  have  been  so  understood  by  his  excellency  the  minister,  and  for  this  reason, 
without  doubt,  in  the  said  supreme  order  he  was  pleased  to  state  that  the  republic 
recognizes  the  obligation  of  paying  the  sums  due  to  the  Spanish  creditors,  but  that  a 
ftom  would  be  assigned  for  the  purchase  of  said  credits  at  public  auction.  We  believe, 
however,  that  the  purchase  of  credits  at  public  auction  is  legal  only  when  it  is  so  stip- 
ulated between  creditor  and  debtor ;  but  if  the  latter  imposes  the  same  by  force  he 
does  not  comply  with  his  obligations,  but  pays  less  than  what  he  owes,  ii\|ures  a  right 
legitimately  acquired,  and  attacks  tnat  of  property  in  violation  of  the  principles  set 
forth  in  all  of  the  constitutions  which  have  ruled  in  this  country  from  that  of  1812  to 
that  of  1857,  and  in  all  foreign  legislation  which  have  laid  down  the  principle  of  the 
inviolability  of  private  property.  No  law  authorizes  the  debtor  to  fix  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment of  his  obhgation  after  the  same  have  once  been  admitted  and  recognized. 

In  the  present  case,  although  the  supreme  govemftient  merits  all  respect  and  due 
consideration,  it  has  the  character  of  a  contracting  ^artv,  as  the  state  in  the  matter  ot 
contracts  individualizes  itself  and  is  subject  to  the  civil  law. 

It  is  also  equally  certain  that  the  public  auction  of  credits  can  only  take  place  when 
it  is  so  agreed,  and  that  in  article  7  of  the  Spanish  convention  it  is  stipulated  that  of 
the  eight  per  cent,  assigned  in  article  3,  there  shall  be  paid  first  the  three  per  cent,  of 
interest  accrued,  and  the  remaining  five  per  cent,  shall  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of 
the  capital,  making  this  bv  public  auction  to  the  best  bidder,  and  fixing  as  a  minimum 
price  ^e  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  coin  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  in 
bonds. 

In  the  present  case,  no  auction  for  the  redemption  of  capital  could  be  proceeded  with, 
because  tnere  remains  unpaid  the  interest  of  more  than  seven  years. 

To  the  reasons  already  set  forth  we  believe  it  convenient  to  add  a  £Gbct,  which  should 
receive  the  respectable  attention  of  the  President  and  incUne  his  just  mind  to  direct 
the  revocation  of  the  said  supreme  order  of  the  21st  of  December,  1§67. 

By  articles  3  and  4  of  the  convention  of  1853,  the  Mexican  government  engaged  to 
pav  to  the  Spanish  creditors  three,  per^cent.  annually  of  interest,  and  five  per  cent,  of 
redemption  of  the  consolidated  capital,  assigning,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this  obli- 
gation, eight  per  cent,  of  the  duties  of  imp^ation  collected  in  the  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  authorizing  the  agent  of  the  convention  to  receive  directly  from  the  custom- 
houses the  sum  so  assigned. 

It  was' also  stipulated  that  if  the  said  eight  per  cent,  should  not  be  sufficient  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  redemption  ot  principal,  the  general  treasury,  without  the 
neceasity  of  any  further  order,  should  annually  cover  the  deficit  with  the  first  drafts  ^ 
received  from  the  maritime  custom-houses. 

According  to  this  stipulation  there  should  to-day  be  covered  all  of  the  interest,  and 
some  of  the  principal  rodeemed.  But  neither  has  the  interest  been  covered,  nor  has  a 
»ngle  dollar  of  the  capital  been  redeemed,  nor  has  the  general  treasury  covered  any  of 
the  deficit. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  creditors  have  not  said  a  single  word,  nor  have  they  ad- 
dressed the  slight^t  complaint  to  the  government  of  the  republic  for  the  non-compli- 
ance with  the  stipulation  of  article  4,  but  thev  have  taken  into  consideration  the  diffi- 
cult circumstances  in  which  the  country  has  been  placed,  and  have  kept  silent,  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  interests. 

The  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  upwards  that  in  coin  and  drafts  exist  in  the  agency, 
and  that  it  has  been  ordere<l  shall  be  returned,  are  applicable  to  the  sixteenth  coupon, 
which  fell  due  in  the  month  of  Febniary  of  1860,  and  which  debt  is  therefore  of  the 
<*poch  of  the  government  of  the  republic. 

The  circumstance  that  our  government  held  regulations  with  that  of  the  empire 
should  not  operate  to  the  prejucuce  of  the  creditors,  who  neither  directly  nor  indirecjly 
had  any  part  in  said  relations,  nor  in  the  intervention.  In  receiving  from  the  custom- 
houses the  sight  per  cent,  which  the  government  of  the  republic  assigned  them,  they 
exercised  only  a  legitimate  right,  disposing  of  money  which  belonged  to  them  in 
(^  property.    By  such  act  they  nave  not  committed  any  fiEiult  whatever,  nor  can  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422  DIPLOMATIC    COBBESPONDENCE. 

merit  the  penalty  of  retumixig  the  134,184  86  applicable  to  the  payment  of  OTerdve 
interest. 

For  the  reasons  that  have  been  expressed,  we  hare  again  to  solicit  that  yon  will  be 
pleased  to  appeal  to  the  President  to  accord  that  the  said  order  of  the  2lBt  of  December 
may  be  revoked. 

iff  as  we  tmst  may  not  be  the  case,  its  revocation  be  denied,  the  committee  and  the 
agjent  believe  it  to  be  their  imperative  duty  to  protest  before  the  snpreme  ffovemment, 
with  all  due  respect,  that  in  making  the  delivery  of  the  |34,184  86,  which,  in  mimey 
some  time  collected,  and  in  drafts  awaiting  payment,  they  hold,  destined  to  the  payment 
of  coupons  due  more  than  seven  years  back,  they  make  such  deliveiy  under  oom^ilsion 
and  pressure  of  the  snpreme  authority. 
Mkxico,  Jimuary  2, 1868. 

JOSfi  MARIA  BA8S0C0. 
RAYMUNDO  MORA. 
CASIMIRO  COLLADO. 
MIGUEL  BUCH,  of  AgmL 
The  Chief  Clerk  of  ilte  Department  of  Treaeury. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

DBPAKTHfEMT  OF  T&ABURY  AND  PUBLIC  CKEDIT.— SECTION  2. 

The  citizen  President  having  been  informed  of  the  fhrther  ]petition  addressed  by  yoo 
to  the  supreme  government,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  the  revocation  of  the 
order  of  the  2l8t  of  December  last,  which  directed  you  to  deliver  into  the  general  tress- 
ury  of  the  nation  the  existing  funds  i>ertaining  to  the  extinguished  Spanisn  oonventioii« 
basinff  said  i>etition  upon  various  reasons,  has  directed  that  it  be  stated  to  you,  in  reply, 
that,  it  having  been  aetermined  to  proceed  with  the  resolution  taken  in  this  sffur  by 
the  council  or  ministers,  what  ^ou  solicit  in  your  said  petition  cannot  be  admitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  January  7, 1868. 

J.  M.  GARMONDU. 

Messrs.  Jos^  Maria  db  Bassoco,  Raymundo  Mora,  Casdoro  Collado,  and  Miguel 

BUCH. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  78.]  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

City  of  Mexicoy  Febrtmrff  14, 1868. 
Sir:  Beferring  to  my  dispatches  Nos.  65  and  77,  and  the  conespond- 
ence  inclosed  therewith,  I  have  now  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of 
the  department,  translations  from  the  Diario  Oncial,  showing  that  the 
steps  proposed  to  be  taken  by  this  government  with  regard  to  the  fdnds 
in  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the  bondholders,  under  the  English  and 
Spanish  convention  debts,  have  been  carried  into  effect,  and  that  the 
public  sale  therein  referred  to  has  taken  place. 

Translations  of  the  final  replies  of  the  agents  of  the  bondholders  are 
also  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  not  yet  learned  of  any  provision  having  been  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  of,  or  the  interest  upon,  American  claims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washington^  D.  C. 
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No.  L 

[From  the  Di*rio  Oflcial,  of  February  6.— TranalatioiL] 

BXPARTMBNT  OF  TREASURY  AOT)  PUBUC  CRKDIT.— flBCTION  2. 

By  the  communications  which,  under  this  date.  I  have  addressed  to  Messrs.  Jos^ 
Msna  Bassooo,  Raymnndo  Mora,  and  Casimiro  Collado,  and  to  Messrs.  Barron,  Forbes 
d  Co,  of  which  I  inclosed  to  yon  a  copy,  yon  will  be  informed  of  what  the  President 
has  determined  with  reference  to  the  extinguished  English  and  Spanish  conventions. 

hi  cootemity  with  what  is  directed  in  said  communications,  you  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  h<M  two  public  auctions,  one  of  the  titles  of  the  extinguished  English 
eoDTention,  and  the  other  of  the  titles  of  the  extinguished  Spanish  convention ;  the 
tint,  with  the  $Stdfi49  80.  which  are  to  be  deliyered  to  you  by  Messrs.  Barron,  Forbes 
A  Co.,  and  the  second,  with  the  $34,184  86,  which  are  to  be  delivered  to  yon  by  Messrs. 
Baasoeo.  Mora,  and  CoUado. 

For  tne  subsequent  auctions  there  will  be  set  apart,  until  the  sovereign  congress 
ihaU  otherwise  provide,  a  monthly  sum,  which  shall  not  be  less  than  $40,000  nor  more 
than  |G0,O0O,  wmch  shall  commence  to  be  so  set  apart  from  the  coming  month  of  Jan- 
nary,  1868,  in  the  administration  of  sealed  paper,  from  the  product  of  the  twenty  per 
emt  of  Ae  federal  contribution. 

In  case  these  products  are  not  suiAcient  to  fhmish  the  sum  designated,  what  is  lack- 
ing will  be  supplied  from  the  other  fimds  of  the  treasury. 

Is  tiie  said  sum  is  designed  for  the  succeaaiYe  redemption  of  all  of  the  titles  of  the 
foreign  debt,  recognized  as  valid  and  legitimate,  this  ^department  will  opportunely  fix 
the  partial  sums  to  be  taken  from  the  general  amount,  for  the  redemption  of  the  said 
titlea,  according  to  the  categories  into  which  they  are  divided. 

With  reference  to  the  values  and  the  accounts  which  are  to  be  delivered  to  yon,  jon 
win  nroceed  to  collect  the  same  without  delay,  forming  afterwards  the  respective 
Uauaatioiis,  which  you  will  remit  to  this  department  as  soon  as  possible. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform!  Mexico,  December  21, 1867. 

IGLE8IA8. 

The  Citizen  Trsasursr  General  of  the  Nation. 


No.  2. 

(From  the  Diarlo  Oflolal,  of  Febmary  6.— TnuMUtion.! 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT.— SECTION  2. 

Under  date  of  the  21st  of  December  last,  this  department  transmitted  to  you  copies 
of  the  communications  addressed  to  the  agents  or  the  bondholders  under  the  extin- 
gniabed  Spanish  and  English  conventions,  requiring  them  to  deliver  into  the  general 
treasury  certain  funds  in  their  possession  destined  for  the  payment  of  interest  and 
vedemptaon  of  stud  bonds,  in  order  that  by  the  general  treasury  the  same  should  be 
distributed  in  tiie  miumer  directed  by  the  President  for  the  redemption  of  this  debt. 
At  the  same  time  the  necessarv  instructions  were  given  to  you  to  proceed  to  hold  pub- 
lic auctions  for  the  sale  of  said  ftinds. 

The  agents  of  the  extinguished  conventions  opposed  some  difficulties  for  the  delivery 
of  these  funds;  and  the  change  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  personnel  of  this 
d^srtment  has  occasioned  t&t  the  funds  are  not  yet  delivered,  yid  mat  none  of  the 
anetionB  which  it  was  directed  should  be  held  have  yet  taken  place. 

The  President  having  again  takeU  this  subject  into  consideration,  in  council  of  min- 
KteriL  after  having  heiwd  the  motives  alleged  by  the  late  a^nts  for  not  making  imme- 
diately the  delivery  that  was  required  of  them,  has  determined,  with  the  coDCurrence 
of  his  cabinet,  to  proceed  with  what  had  previously  been  ordered. 

In  consequence  thereof,  you  wUl  proceed  to  noti^  this  determination  to  the  house  of 
Menrs.  Miguel,  Burch  dc.  Co.,  whicn  is  where  there  exists  |34,186  86  belonging  to  the 
^ond  of  the  extinguished  Spanish  convention,  and  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  Barron, 
Forbes  A  Co.,  who  have  |29,o49  08  belonging  to  the  fund  of  the  extinguished  English 
oQDveotion. 

Immediately  that  they  make  known  to  you  their  conformity  for  the  delivery  of 
Aese  fluids,  you  will  proceed^  without  loss  of  time,  to  hold  the  auctions,  augmenting 
tliem  wiHi  Slush  sum  as  the  circumstances  of  the  treasury  may  permit,  to  the  end  that 
these  auctions  may  be  for  the  largest  possible  sum. 

It  win  not  be  necessary  that  the  material  delivery  of  these  funds  shall  take  place,  as 
» that  the  depositories  have  manifested  that  they  are  disposed  to  deliver  them  they 
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can  remain  in  their  hands  as  a  deposit,  in  order  to  be  delivered  by  them  to  whomsoeTer 
shall  acquire  them  in  the  sale,  and  in  whose  favor  the  general  treasury  will  issae  the 
corresponding  orders. 

It  appears  unnecessary  to  recommend  to  you  again  that,  in  the  auction  for  tiie  bonds 
of  the  extinguished  Spanish  conyention,  only  those  that  are  legitimate  can  be  receiyed. 
The  auctions  will  take  place  with  all  the  formalities  of  law. 

This  department  understands  that  a  part  of  said  funds  are  in  drafts  due  but  not  col- 
lected. In  order  that  the  auction  mav  take  place  as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  lend 
your  most  efficacious  co-operation  to  tne  collection  of  the  unpaid  drafts,  using,  if  it  is 
necessary,  the  compulsory  faculties  possessed  by  your  office. 

By  direction  of  the  President  you  will  also  demand  from  the  said  houses,  or  from  tlie 
persons  in  whose  possession  they  may  be,  the  paid  coupons  and  redeemed  bonds,  in 
order  that  thev  may  be  canceled  by  the  general  treasury,  and  also  a  detailed  accoont 
of  the  sums  wnich,  during  the  time  of  the  so-called  empire,  were  received  as  interest  or 
for  the  redemption  of  capital  of  the  bonds  of  the  extinguished  Spanish  and  English  con- 
ventious. 

You  will  also  exact  the  same  data  from  the  persons  who  are  or  have  been  the  agents 
of  the  bondholders  under  the  extiiupished  French  convention. 

I  communicate  the  same  to  you  ror  your  most  punctual  compliance. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  February  1, 1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  Trbasubbr  General  of  the  Nation. 


No.  3. 


[From  the  Diario  Ofloinl,  February  6.~Traii8Ution.1 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT.— SECTION  2. 

Although  article  1  of  the  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1867,  provided  that  the  aoe- 
tions  for  the  redemption  of  the  interior  debt  of  the  nation  should  commence  in  the 
month  of  March  proximo,  the  citizen  President,  desiring  that  the  same  shall  commence 
even  before  the  date  fixed,  in  order  to  manifest  in  this  manner  his  desire  to  pay  the 
creditors  of  the  treasury  as  early  as  possible,  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  first  of 
these  auctions  shall  take  place  on  the  12th  instant,  to  which  shall  be  assigned  the  snm 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  in  which  shall  be  received  only  certificates  of  an  amonnt 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars^  of  those  issued  by  the  li<)uidatine  bureau  of  the  nationsl 
floating  debt,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  article  16  of  the  law  of  the  19th  of 
November,  1867. 

The  President  also  desires  that,  on  the  10th  instant  ^  there  shall  take  place  the  first  aae- 
tion  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  of  the  extinguished  English  ana  Spanish  conven- 
tions, to  which  the  communication  of  this  department  of  the  1st  instant  refers,  assii^ 
ing  for  this  auction  a  fund  of  $90,000,  including  the|73,000  and  a  little  over,  which  exist 
in  the  hands  of  the  late  agents  of  said  bonds. 

You  will  take  care  that  tnis  fund  of  $90,000  shall  be  divided  between  the  bonds  called 
Spanish  and  English,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  represented  by  the  total  of  each  one 
of  those  two  classes  of  bonds. 

In  this  way  there  will  be  applied  in  the  present  month  $100,000  to  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,  and  the  President  expects  that  in  the  subsequent  months  there  can  be 
applied  to  this  object  an  equal  or  a  greater  sum. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  February  Q,  1868. 

•  BOMEBO. 

The  Citizen  Trea6urer  Qenuial  of  the  Nation. 


No.  4. 

[From  the  Diario  Ofloial  of  February  a— Translation.] 

GENERAL  TREASURY  OP  THE  NATION. — SECmON  2,  NO.  48. 

In  compliance  with  the  supreme  order  which,  under  this  date,  ^ron  have  been 
pfeased  to  address  to  me,  that  on  the  10th  instant  the  first  auction,  with  the  fimd  of 
$90,000  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  of  the  extin^shed  English  and  Spanish  con- 
ventions, shall  take  place,  I  have  directed  the  printmg  and  posting  of  the  respective 
notices;  but  for  the  greater  accuracy  of  this  general  treasury  in  the  anetioiis,  I  beg 
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that  joa  will  be  pleased  to  ask  from  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  and  remit  to 
diii  treasury,  the  marginal  record  which  remains  there  of  the  bonds  placed  in  circola- 
tum  belongmg  to  the  said  conventions,  as  without  the  same  it  ^ill  not  be  easy  to  distin- 
guish tiie  good  from  the  &lse,  that  are,  perhaps,  in  circulation. 

I  also  beg  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  resolve  whether  in  the  auction  there  is  to  be 
taken  into  account  only  the  value  of  the  principal  of  the  bonds,  or  if  the  interest  is  to 
be  calculated  and  added  thereto ;  advising  me  of  the  date  up  to  which  the  same  is  to 
be  reckoned. 

Lidependence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  February  6, 1868. 

M.  P.  IZAGUIRBE. 

llieMiNisTBR  OF  Tr£asuby  andPubuc  Credit. 


No.  5. 
[From  the  Diario  Ofloial  of  Fbemary  8.— Translatioii.1 
DEPARTBfSNT  OF  TBSA6UBY  AND  PUBLIC  CBBDIT. — SECTION  1. 

There  has  been  received  in  this  department  your  official  note  of  this  date.  No.  48,  in 
whieh  you  request  that  this  department  shall  ask  fix>m  that  of  foreign  relations,  and 
remit  to  the  treaflory,  the  ma^^inal  record  which  remains  there  of  the  bonds,  which 
were  placed  in  drcnlation  under  the  extinguished  English  and  Spanish  conventions,  in 
order  to  distinguish  the  legitimate  from  the  illegal :  and  you  inquire  whether,  in  the 
taction  of  said  bonds,  which  is  ordered  for  the  10th  instant,  there  shall  be  considered 
ooIt  the  value  of  the  capital  which  they  represent,  or  if  the  interest  shall  be  capital- 
ized, and  up  to  what  date  this  shall  be  calculated. 

I  have  to-day  asked  from  the  department  of  foreign  relations  the  marginal  records 
joa  desire,  ana  immediately  that  they  are  received  they  will  be  sent  to  the  treasury. 

With  respect  to  the  inqiuries  that  you  make,  I  have  to  state  that  the  President 
directs  that  the  unxMud  interest  on  the  bonds  sold  shall  be  capitalized,  computing  the 
iame  up  to  the  date  of  the  auction. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  February  6, 1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  Treasurer  General  of  the  Nation. 


No.  6. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcialof  February  6.— Tran8lation.l 

Notice, 

In  a  supreme  order  of  to-day  the  minister  of  treasury  and  public  credit  says  to  me, 
UDong  other  things,  as  follows : 

"^The  President  also  desires  that  on  the  10th  instant  there  shall  take  place  the  first 
auction  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  of  the  extinguished  English  and  Spanish  oon- 
Tentions,  to  which  the  communication  of  this  department  of  the  Ist  instant  refers, 
ungning  for  this  auction  a  fund  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  including  the  seventy 
three  thousand  dollars  and  a  little  over,  which  exist  in  the  hands  of  the  late  agents  of 
said  bonds. 

"  You  will  take  care  that  this  frmd  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  shall  be  divided  between 
the  bonds  called  Spanish  and  English  in  proportion  to  the  amount  represented  by  the 
total  of  each  one  of  those  two  classes  of  bonds. 

''In  this  way  there  will  be  applied  in  the  present  month  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  the  redemption  of  the  pubbc  debt,  and  the  President  expects  that  in  the  subsequent 
months  there  can  be  applied  to  this  object  an  equal  or  a  greater  sum.'' 

Of  which  I  hereby  notify  the  holders  of  bonds  of  the  extinguished  English  and 
Spanish  conventions^  who  may  wish  to  have  their  bonds  redeemed,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  meet  at  this  general  treasurv  on  the  10th  of  the  present  month,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  tiie  morning,  when  uie  auction  will  commence. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  February  6, 1868. 

M.  P.  IZAGUIRBE. 
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No.  7. 

rFram  the  Diario  Oftcial  of  February  11.— Tniulatioiu] 

Defartmemt  of  Trkasuby  and  Public  Credit, 

Menoo,  Fiibruary  10, 18G8. 
To  the  Collector  of  the  Maritime  Custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz : 

The  auction  of  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  in  fAVor  of  the  bonds  of  the  extiiH 
guished  English  and  Spanish  conyentions,  has  Inst  take  place.  Forty-eight  thoiwand 
six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  was  acUadicated  lor  the  bonds  of  the  first,  at  tweoty-ei^bt 
and  seven-eighths,  and  at  twenty-nine  per  cent.,  and  $41,385  for  those  of  the  second,  it 
thirteen,  and  thirteen  and  one-eighth  per  cent. 

I  inform  you  on  account  of  the  importance  that  it  is  to  the  oommeroe  to  know  th« 
result  of  these  auctions,  to  whom  you  will  communicate  the  same,  also  sending  thu 
notice  abroad. 
Day  after  to-morrow  an  auction  will  take  place  for  the  interior  debt. 

BOMEEO. 

Result  of  the  awsHon  hMUhdagforthesdleoff&OyaOOtothe  hondholders  of  the  aitmgwkti 
Mnglish  and  Spanish  eonventions. 

ENGLISH  OONVEMTION. 

B.  Cancino  sold,  at  88{  per  cent. $100,940  00  ==  $39,146  IS 

The  same,  at  29  per  cent 07,133  03  =    19,46858 

Total 166,073  03==    4^,61500 


SPANISH  CONTENTION. 

F.Macin  sold,  at  131  per  cent $58,440  00  =  $7,7433U 

C.  Kemoylensold,atl3^percent 45,937  50  =  6,02929 

R.  Cancino  sold,  at  13  per  cent 128,625  00  =  16,72125 

C.  Moctezuma8old,atl3percent 38.500  00  =  5,00600 

P.  Cardenasold,atl3percent 45,278  16  =  5,886  16 

Total 316,780  66=  41,38500 

resumA. 

EngUsh  convention $168,073  03  =  $48,615  00 

Spanish  conrention 316,780  66  =  41,385  A» 

Total 484.853  69  =  90.000  00 

Gain,  $394, 863  69. 

Mexico,  February  10, 1868. 


No.  8. 

|TnuttUtlon.J 

Mexico,  Fdmtarjf  4,  \^- 
Sir  :  By  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant  we  are  informed  that,  by  yirtae  of  the 
order  of  the  minister  of  the  treasury,  which  you  insert,  we  have  to  make  the  delivery 
of  the  funds  of  the  English  convention,  be  the  same  in  money  or  in  drafts,  as  likewise 
the  accounts  of  the  convention. 

From  the  literal  tenor  of  the  order  it  apx>ears  that  our  conformity  hastobe  maniferted. 
and  that  ^*  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  the  material  delivery  of  the  funds  should  take 
place,  as  once  that  the  manifestation  is  made  by  the  depositories  of  their  being  dis- 
posed to  deliver  them,  they  can  remain  in  their  possession." 
But  as,  notwithstanding  these  terminant  dispositions,  your  office  nndeistands  tb»t 
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w6  ire  to  proceed  with  the  delivery,  we  haye  respectfully  to  indicate  to  yoa  that,  as 
detoxmined  in  the  meetiiiff  of  the' creditors,  the  owners  of  these  funds  consider  them- 
idTes  prejudiced  by  the  ^liyery  referred  to,  and  they  have  instructed  us  to  make  it  in 
thdr  name  only  under  the  unayoidable  necessity  of  obeying  orders  which  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  republic  has  not  been  pleased  to  revoke,  notwithstanding  our  repeated 
wHdtations. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  bedient  servants, 

BABRON,  FORBES  &  CO. 
The  Treasurer  General  M.  P.  Izaouirbe. 


No.  9. 

[Tnairiation.l 

Tht  treasurer  f^eneral  has  transcribed  to  BIr.  Miffuel  Buch  the  supreme  order  of  the 
1st  instant,  relative  to  the  delivery  of  the  funds  of  the  Spanish  convention. 

is  the  said  supreme  ordet  has  been  published  in  the  **  Diario  Oficial,''  and  in  it  it  is 
itited  that  immediaiely  that  the  agents  manifest  their  conformity  for  the  deliver/ of 
Uie  fimdB  he  will  proceed  to  hold  the  auctions,  we  fear  that  the  Spanish  government  and 
oar  constituents  mav  believe  that  we  have  not  fulfilled  the  duty  impo^  upon  us  by 
^  tnist  which  we  have  accepted. 

That  circumstance  obliges  us  to  reproduce  the  expositions  in  which  we  have  sustained 
tibe  subsistence  of  the  Spanish  convention,  and  endeavored  to  convince  the  supreme 
^emment  that  the  fund  which  exists  in  the  agency  belong,  in  full  dominion^  to  the 
creditors  who  have  received  it,  by  means  of  their  attorney,  m  part  payment  of  mterest 
die  for  nearly  eight  years. 

For  the  same  reasons  it  is  proper  for  us  to  reproduce,  also,  the  solemn  protest  which 
we  made  in  the  second  memorial,  dated  the  4th  of  January  last,  that  we  had  not 
been,  and  that  we  are  not,  conformable  to  the  delivery  of  the  fund,  and  that,  if  the  com- 
auttee  submits  to  the  disposition  of  the  supreme  government,  it  is  under  compulsion 
md  the  pressure  of  the  several  orders  they  have  received,  and  in  all  cases  holding  in 
reserve  tne  rights  which  they  represent. 

In  order  to  cover  at  all  times  our  responsibility,  we  beg  that*  you  will  be  pleased  to 
diieet  that  there  be  inued  to  us,  ih>m  the  department  under  your  worthy  charge,  oer- 
tiled  copies  of  the  present  and  of  our  previous  expositions.* 

We  also  be^  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  direct  uiat  the  said  expositions  be  published, 
in  order  that  in  the  publication  that  has  been  made  \he  documents  may  appear  com- 
plete. 

Whetefore  we  beg  tiiat  you  will  accede  to  our  petition,  in  which  we  will  receive  Jus- 
tice. 

Mkxioo,  FdMruarw  6, 1868. 

JOSie  M.  DEBASSOCO. 
RAYMUNDO  MORA. 
C;  COLLADO. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  the  Trkasuby. 


No.  10. 
fTnnalstion.] 

In  r^ly  to  your  official  note  dated  the  Sd^  in  which  you  insert  the  supreme  order  of 
the  Ist  instant,  relative  to  the  delivery  of  tne  funds  belonging  to  the  creditors  under 
the  Spanish  convention,  I  have  to  make  known  to  you  tlmt  the  saic^unds  are  at 
joftt  disposal,  but  not  because  there  is  a  conformity  to  their  delivery,  affiot  only  the 
permanent  cominittee  but  the  agency  have  protested  before  the  supreme  government 
that  if  the  delivery  is  made  it  is  only  under  the  pressure  and  compulsion  of  me  supreme 
orders  that  they  have  received. 

The  net  sum  which  exists  in  my  possession,  deducting  a  trifling  charge  prior  to  the 
note  of  the  2l6t  of  last  October,  is  ^,984  86,  and  I  have  to  rec^uest  that  in  disposing  of 
the  same  vou  will  do  so  in  one  sum,  as  for  special,  reasons  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me 
to  make  the  several  payments  to  which  you  refer 

Mexico,  Fdfruary  6, 186a 

MIGUEL  BUCH,  ^^eat, 

TheTBEASUBEB  Grneiul. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  42.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  20, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  70 
and  72,  of  the  24th  and  28th  of  January  last,  respectively,  with  reference 
to  the  foreign  merchants  of  San  Lnis  Potosi,  imprisoned  by  the  authori- 
ties of  that  State  for  refiasing  to  pay  a  forced  loan,  and  to  their  subse- 
quent release. 

I  have  to  express  satisfaction  with  the  prudent  action  of  the  Mexican 
government  in  causing  their  liberation,  and  a  hope  that  a  recurrence  of 
such  measures  as  those  adopted  by  the  State  government  will  not  take 
place.    Tour  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  &c.^  dkcj  dkc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  80.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

CUy  of  Mexico^  February  21, 1868 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  copy 
and  translations  of  two  communications  in  Spanish,  under  date  of  tiie 
5th  and  9th  ultimo,  which  reached  me  on  the  17th  instant,  from  the  consul 
at  Merida,  Mr.  E.  Juanes  y  PatruUo,  and  with  which  he  incloses  copy  of 
a  decree  of  which  he  complains,  issued  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Yucatan,  closing  the  port  of  Sisal  in  consequence  of  the  reactionary 
movement  which  occurred  at  Merida  on  the  11th  of  December* last 

I  also  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  the  said  decree,  and 
a  copy  of  my  reply  to  Mr.  Patrullo,  which  I  ta-ust  will  meet  with  yoor 
approved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


[TranalAtion.] 

Consulate  of  the  Unttbd  States  at  MERn>A  and  Sisal, 

Meridaj  January  5, 1866. 
haaten  to  address  myself  to  you,  informing  yon  that  by  virtue  of  a  political  move- 
ment effected  in  this  city  on  the  10th  of  December  last,  and  which  had  for  its  resalt 
solely  a  persMjial  change  in  the  government  of  this  State,  the  expeUed  governor  hae 
launchea  fromthe  neighboring  l^te  of  Campeche  a  decree  which  cannot  but  prodnee 
the  gravest  iiyury  to  the  commerce  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  if  the  sai^vme 
government  of  the  republic  does  not  speedUy  take  the  necessary  measures  to  avert  th« 
evils  which  the  tenor  of  the  decree  annexed  hereto,  already  mentioned,  is  prodncing  to 
foreign  commerce. 

The  neighboring  State  of  Campeche  has  taken  part  in  favor  of  the  expeUed  governor, 
and  some  days  since  there  arrived  in  the  waters  of  Sisal  several  smaU  armed  veaseb  of 
war  to  impede  aU  mercantile  movements. 

The  line  of  American  steamers  which  for  some  time  has  been  established  betwwo 
New  York  and  Vera  Cruz,  touching  at  the  port  of  Sisal,  will  be  affected  bv  this  mow 
sensibly  than  that  of  any  other  nation,  as  tnere  is  carried  on  by  these  vessels  quite  sd 
active  commerce  between  New  York  and  SisaL 
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Until  instroctionB  are  communioated  to  me,  that  have  to  goyem  the  conduct  that  I 
dhonld  paiBue  in  theae  cases.  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  pass  to  the  port  of  Sisal,  as 
the  American  steamer  by  wnich  this  letter  will  be  sent,  is  momentarily  expected,  and 
to  protest  in  due  fonu  in  case  the  flotilla  does  not  permit  the  steamer  to  enter. 

The  £OTemoi8  of  the  Mexican  States  havins  no  faculties  to  decree  laws  of  the  tenor 
of  the  decree  referred  to,  it  is  de^rable  that  the  American  nation  should  not  allow  such 
abuses  of  authority  to  pass  unnonced  whenever,  as  in  the  present  case,  they  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  interests  of  our  nation. 

In  this  unfortunate  country,  where  there  is  no  other  law  than  that  of  force,  there 
have  been  imposed,  more  than  once,  forced  loans  niK>n  American  citizens  established  in 
it,  and  as  no  governor  has  ever  been  admonished  to  faithftdly  comply  with  the  tenor 
of  the  treaties  existing  between  the  two  republics,  all,  without  exception,  follow  the 
game  example  of  disregarding  said  treaties,  the  only  protection  that  foreigners  resident 
in  this  country  have. 

I  beg  you  will  take  what  I  have  said  into  consideration,  and  at  the  same  time  excuse 
me  that  I  write  to  yon  in  my  native  lan^age,  in  violation  of  the  circular  of  the  1st  of 
Jane,  1853,  issued  by  the  Department  ot  State. 

I  protest  to  you  my  consideration  and  respect. 

R.  JUANES  Y  PATRULLO, 

United  SUUet  Cknuul, 

The  Hon.  Minister  of  the  United  States,  Mexico, 

[Tnnalatfon  of  decree.] 

flannel  Cepeda  Peraza,  general  of  brigade,  governor  and  military  commandant  of 
the  State  of  Yucatan,  to  the  inhabitants  of  tne  same  maketh  known :  that  in  use  of 
the  ample  faculties  with  which  I  am  invested,  I  have  thought  proper  to  decree,  and  do 
decree,  the  following : 

Abticle  1.  The  port  of  Sisal  is  hereby  closed  to  the  forei^  and  coasting  trade,  until 
it  returns  to  obedience  to  the  supreme  government  from  which  it  has  separated  by  the 
act  of  secpudin^  the  anti-national  movement,  which  took  place  in  Merida,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  instant. 

Abt.  2.  Vessels  which  have  been  dispatched,  or  which  in  future  ma^  be  dispatche^ 
for  said  port,  will  proceed  to  the  ac^acent  port  of  Campeche,  where  their  discharge  and 
other  cnstom-houso  operations  will  take  place. 

Art.  3.  The  duties  which  are  paid  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of  effects  made 
in  violation  of  this  decree  shall  be  considered  as  unpaid,  and  the  violators  will  remain 
subject  to  the  payment  aeain  of  the  duties  caused  without  prejudice  to  such  other  pen- 
alties as  are  imposed  in  this  case  by  the  general  ordinance  relating  thereto. 

Wherefore,  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated  for  its  due  compli- 
ance. 

Dated  at  Jalacho,  the  14th  of  December,  1667. 

MANUEL  CEPEDA  PERAZA. 


(Traii8latioii.J 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  at  Merida  and  Sisal, 

Meriday  January  9,  1868. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  American  steamer,  which  in  my  preceding  communication  I  stated 
▼as  to  arrive  from  New  York,  reached  the  port  of  Sisal  on  the  6th  instant.  Before  ar- 
riving at  the  anchorage  the  flotilla  of  the  State  of  Campeche  sent  a  boat  on  board,  and 
without  any  doubt  informed  the  captain  that  he  could  not  enter,  as  the  port  was  de- 
clared closed,  and,  without  commumcating  with  the  shore,  ho  continued  on  his  voyage 
to  Vera  Cruz. 

To  avoid  the  necessity  of  this  vessel  taking  back  to  New  York  the  cargo  brought  for 
the  port  of  Sisal,  I  beg  yon,  if  you  can  do  so,  to  order  that  a  war  vessel  of  our  nation 
oome  to  these  waters  to  prevent  the  flotilla  from  placing  any  impediment  in  the  way 
of  American  vessels.  Only  in  this  manner  can  the  iiguries  be  averted,  M^kich  not  only 
the  steamera  of  this  line  but  also  the  commerce  of  New  York  will  suffer,  unless  a  speedy 
detennination  is  taken. 

1  repeat  to  you  my  profonnd  respect  and  consideration. 

R.  JUANES  Y  PATKULLO. 

The  Hon.  Minister  op  the  United  States,  Mexico. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

aty  of  Mexico,  February  21,  1868. 
Sm:    Tour  two  communications  of  the  5th  and  9th  of  January  reached  me  only  on 
the  17th  instant. 
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As  the  rebellicm  in  Tncatan  has  now  happily  been  suppressed  by  the  commendable 
vigor  of  this  government,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  the  questions  idsting 
thereto,  raisea  in  vour  letters. 

It  is  very  clear  the  interests  of  our  commerce  with  this  country  will  be  promoted,  if 
this  government  shall  be  able,  as  I  trust  will  be  the  case  hereafter,  promptly  to  croah  all 
attempts  that  may  be  made  to  subvert  the  constitutigpal  order. 
I  am,  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JuANES  Y  Patrullo,  Esq., 

UnUed  8tate8  Consnl,  Merida, 


£.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  81.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  February  24,  1868. 

Sib:  I  have  purposely,  thus  for  since  my  arrival  here,  refirained  from 
makiug  any  allusion  in  my  communications  to  the  department,  to  the 
many  reports  which  from  time  to  time  are  circulated  in  this  country,  and 
and  are  sent  abroad,  of  reactionary  movements,  or  of  public  disorders  of 
more  or  less  importance,  in  various  parts  of  tJie  republic 

In  most  cases  these  reports  are  speedily  proved  to  be  fabrications, 
and  such  movements  as  may  occur  have  no  political  importance,  because 
they  can  attain  no  practical  end. 

The  struggle  this  republic  has  just  passed  through  has  been  too 
vital,  and  the  principles  involved  in  the  triumph  achieved  by  the  cause 
of  republican  constitutional  government  too  important,  and  necessarily 
deep  seated,  for  there  to  be  even  a  possibility  for  some  considerable  time, 
at  least,  of  any  serious  political  change  originating  within  itself. 

It  would  seem  to  have  been  demonstrated  that  no  government  is  now 
possible  here  except  the  constitutional  form  of  government,  and  it  would 
therefore  clearly  appear  to  be  for  the  interest  not  only  of  this  countiy, 
but  of  all  who  may  have  relations  with  it,  that  that  government  should 
be  maintained.  Any  reactionary  or  other  anti-constitutional  movement 
now,  whether  originating  abroad  or  within  the  republic,  must  be  sim- 
ply an  attack  upon  pubflc  order,  and  a  direct  iiyury  to  the  creditors  of 
this  country,  and  all  who  seek  to  have  commerce  with  it. 

Upon  the  success  of  this  people  in  maintaining  order  and  security, 
and  achieving  progress  under  the  form  of  government  they  have  defini- 
tively adopt^,  depends  not  merely  their  national  existence,  but  all  inune- 
diate  prospect  of  the  payment  of  their  obligations,  and  tne  possibility 
of  any  development  of  their  commerce. 

For  the  solution  of  this  question  of  their  capacity  in  this  regard, 
which  is  being  determined^  it  would  also  appear  clearly  desirable  tliat 
a  Ml,  fair  and  free  time  of  trial  should  be  flGSbrded  without  opposition, 
but  rather  with  encouragement  from  all  quarters.  It  would  appear  to 
be  in  the  ^mmon  interest  that  any  attempted  movement  i^ainst  the 
constitutional  order  shoidd  receive  severe  reprobation  abroad,  and  that 
the  constitutional  authorities  should  be  stimulated,  and,  so  far  as  may 
be  legitimately  practicable,  aided  to  vi^rously  repress  all  such  move- 
ments. 

The  recent  reactionary  movement  in  Yucatan,  which  commenced  on 
the  11th  of  December  last,  upon  the  landing  there  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  imperialist  refiigees  who  have  been  congregated  at  Havana,  ap- 
pears to  have  had  its  only  inspiration  and  support  from  that  source. 

Availing  by  surprise  of  the  port  of  Sisal  and  the  city  of  Meiida, 
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where  tbe  constftational  governor,  Pedraza,  had  but  an  insigniflcant 
military  force,  they  succeeded  in  driving  him  from  the  latter  place,  and 
in  momentarily  organizing  there  a  simulated  form  of  government. 

The  distance  required  to  march  troops  to  Vera  Gmz,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  transporting  them^fu^ross  the  gulf,  consumed  some  time  before 
this  government  could  bring  its  force  to  bear  against  the  movement. 
But  it  has  acted  in  this  instance  with  most  commendable  vigor,  and  the 
forces  it  sent  were  no  sooner  landed  at  Gampeche  than  they  were  marched 
at  once  upon  Merida,  and  at  the  first  onset  crushed  the  insurrection  en- 
tirely, killing  in  the  actions  that  occurred  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
hopeless  movement. 

This  affair  might  pass  without  further  notice  were  there  not  some 
reason  to  believe  that  in  tjhe  plots  originated  at  Havana,  among  the 
refugees  who  have  asylum  there,  were  ramifications  which  erabrac^  the 
resort  to  assassination  as  a  means  of  accomplishing  their  ends.  The  plot 
has  been  so  crude,  however,  and  has  had  so  little  practical  shape,  except 
|)erhap6  the  purpose  of  a  few  depraved  and  reckless  individuals,  that 
there  has  been  little  chance  of  its  execution.  Yet  it  reached  the  know- 
ledge of  this  government  some  time  since,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
instant  four  individuals  were  arrested  in  this  city,  three  subordinate 
officers  formerly  in  the  so-called  imperial  service,  and  a  colonel  in  the 
present  service,  who  was  the  officer  of  the  day;  and  evidence  was  dis- 
covered, I  am  informed^  showing  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  that  was 
to  have  taken  effect  that  night,  to  assassinate  the  President,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  city,  and  several  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  but  with 
what  fixed  or  settled  political  aim  thereafter  does  not  appear,  although 
it  is  stated  a  prominent  reactionary  general  was  expected  to  reach  the 
city  simultaneously  with  this  movement.  The  whole  affair,  however, 
appears  to  have  had  so  limited  extent  here,  and  to  have  been  of  so 
doubtful  accomplishment,  except  as  any  individual  may  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  commit  the  crimeof  assassination,  that  it  has  rather  a  criminal 
character  solely,  than  political  importance. 

The  individuals  arrested  are  now  undergoing  a  military  trial,  by 
means  of  which,  it  is  stated,  the  proofs  will  be  made  public. 

Komored  movements  that  were  to  be  attempted  at  Tampico  and  at 
other  points,  all  having  a  common  origin  with  tiie  refligees  congregated 
at  Havana,  were  part  of  the  schemes  which,  by  the  prompt  suppression 
of  the  affair  in  Yucatan,  and  the  arrest  of  the  conspirators  here,  have 
now  come  entirely  to  an  end. 

There  remain  pending  two  movements  of  some  magnitude,  which 
are  exclusively  of  domestic  origin,  and  arise  from  local  questions  regard- 
ing the  governorship,  respectively,  of  the  States  of  Sinaloa  and  of  Guer- 
rero. 

The  government,  which  is  acting  with  energy,  and  appears  to  be  actu- 
ated by  the  fixed  determination  to  use  all  the  military  force  and  all  t^e 
resources  of  the  national  authority  to  put  an  end  to  these  attempts  to 
resort  to  local  revolution  as  a  means  of  redress  for  local  grievances,  as 
also  to  all  other  attempts  against  the  constitutional  order,  has  already 
commenced  the  movement  of  troops  to  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  and  is  pre- 
paring to  send  a  force  to  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

There  is  little  doubt  both  these  movements,  as  well  as  any  others, 
should  they  occur,  will  be  speedily  put  down,  but  these  efforts  cost  time 
and  money  that  should  be  only  required  for  the  work  of  reorganization 
and  material  development. 

The  people  of  this  country  long  for  peace  and  security.    No  new  politi- 
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cal  flag  can  now  be  raised  with  any  possible  chance  of  snccess.  Only 
a  few  refractory  leaders  who  may  have  ranked  with  the  liberals  during 
the  recent  straggle,  and  the  reactionary  plotters  abroad,  remain  as  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  order. 

Within  this  limit  are  the  practical  difficulties  of  administration,  which 
are  quite  sufficient  for  the  attention  of  this  government,  and  in  which  it 
needs  the  encouragement  of  aU  who  believe  that  in  the  independent 
prosperity  of  this  country  lies  the  highest  good  of  others  as  well  as  of 
itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevitabd,  . 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  83.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  February  29, 1868. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith,  trans- 
lation of  a  decree  published  by  this  government,  opening  to  foreign 
commerce  and  the  coasting  trade  a  new  port  callea  Puerto  Angel,  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

This  port*  it  is  stated^  is  favorably  situated  for  the  commerce  of  that 
State,  whicn  is  now  takmg  the  direction  of  the  Pacific,  instead  of  passing 
by  way  of  Vera  Cruz,  as  heretofore. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


[TnnslAtion.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBUO  CREDrT. — SECTION  1. 

The  enpreme  magistrate  of  the  republic  has  thought  proper  to  addresB  to  me  tbe 
following  decree : 

The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States^  U> 
the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  maketh  known : 

That  in  use  of  the  faculty  conceded  to  me  by  fraction  14  of  article  85  of  the  oonstita- 
tion.  I  have  thought  proper  to  decree  the  folio wi^  sole  article: 

Tne  port  callea  Puerto  Angel,  situate  in  the  Pacific,  on  the  coast  of  the  State  of 
Oaxaca,  is  opened  to  foreign  and  coasting  trade. 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  this  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  due  compliaooe 
given  to  it. 

Dated  in  the  palace  of  the  federal  government  in  Mexico,  the  30th  of  January.  1968. 

BENITO  JUAREZ 

The  Citizen  Matias  Romero,  Minister  of  Trea»ury  and  PubUc  Credit, 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the  corresponding  effects. 
Independence  and  liberty.    Mexico,  January  30, 1868. 

ROMERO. 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  87.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  March  12, 1868. 

Sir  :  With  my  dispateh  No.  78,  of  the  14th  altimo,  I  transmitted  to 
the  department  the  official  report  of  a  public  sale  held  by  this  govern- 
ment, at  which,  with  funds  taken  from  the  agents  of  the  English  and 
Spanish  convention  bondholders,  and  a  further  sum  from  the  national 
treasmy,  bonds  of  those  two  debts  were  bought  up  by  this  government 
at  a  depreciated  value. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  copy  and  translation  of  an  official  order  direct- 
ing another  similar  public  auction  to  be  held  with  a  certain  sum  of 
money  assigned  from  the  national  treasury,  and  also  copy  and  transla- 
tion of  the  officially  published  result,  in  which,  as  before,  the  difference 
between  the  par  of  the  said  bonds  and  the  depreciated  price  at  which 
they  are  now  bought  up  by  the  government,  is  set  down  as  gain  to  the 
national  treasury. 

The  public  bonds  of  this  government  are  depreciated  because  the 
interest  upon  them  has  not  been  paid  for  years.  If  there  are  funds  at 
its  disposal,  it  would  seem  that  they  should  be  first  applied  towards  the 
payment  of  interest,  and  until  that  is  paid  cannot  rightfully  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  the  depreciated  principal. 

But,  aside  from  this  question  of  morality  and  public  good  faith,  there 
is  a  question  of  sound  policy  involved  in  these  transactions. 

Every  dollar  this  government  can  raise,  and  more,  is  now  required, 
and  will  be  for  some  time  to  come,  in  the  work^  very  far  from  being 
completed,  of  re-establishing  and  maintaining  public  order. 

Until  very  great  changes  shall  be  introduced  into  its  revenue  system, 
commerce  relieved  of  the  present  restrictions  that  retard  it,  and  public 
order  more  firmly  established,  the  means  of  this  government  will,  in  my 
judgment,  be  greatly  inadequate  to  the  mere  expenses  of  its  existence, 
and  those  more  pressing  demands  which  every  government  must  liqui- 
date in  full. 

If  there  are  any  funds  after  meeting  these  primal  necessities,  it  would 
seem  that  such  funds  should  then  be  applied,  in  the  first  instance, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  to  the  payment  of 
the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  general  system,  it  appears  necessary  that  all  of  the  obligations 
of  this  government,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  should  be  called  in  and 
revised,  and  then  consolidated  in  one  or  two  sole  debts.  The  great 
efFort  then  should  be  to  regularly  and  promptly  pay  the  interest  thereon. 
In  this  way  alone  can  the  credit  of  this  government  ever  be  raised. 

The  use  now  of  funds  to  buy  in  at  a  depreciated  rate  its  own  public 
securities,  upon  which  the  interest  has  been  unpaid  for  years,  appears 
to  be  a  proceeding  not  only  useless  in  itself,  for,  if  let  alone,  the  amount 
applied  would  not  in  twenty  years  eff*ect  the  purpose,  and  now  does  not 
even  equal  the  accruing  interest,  but  also  at  variance  with  every  dictate 
of  sound  policy  and  public  good  faith,  and  peculiarly  unjust  towards 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  claims  have  been  waived  for  a  time 
as  a  means  of  special  relief  to  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 

28  D  o— VOL.  n 
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[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  March  4, 1868.— Tnmahition.] 
DEPARTMENT  OP  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  repuhlic,  desiring  that  the  auctions  for  the  redemption  . 
of  the  national  deht  shall  he  continued  in  conformity  with  the  directions  that  have 
been  given,  has  thought  proper  to  direct  that  on  Saturday,  the  7th  instant-,  the  third 
auction  for  the  interior  deht  shall  take  place,  in  which  thirty  thousand  dollars  shall  he 
assigned  for  the  redemption  of  the  same,  admitting  in  it  all  the  credits  specified  in  the 
law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1867. 

On  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  the  second  auction  for  the  bonds  of  the  extingnished 
Spanish  convention  shall  take  place,  and  the  following  day  the  second  for  the  bonds 
of  the  extinguished  English  convention. 

The  President  has  directed  that  there  shall  be  assigned  at  least  the  sum  of  twenty- 
iive  thousand  dollars  for  each  one  of  these  two  auctions. 

The  President  also  desiring  that  the  benefits  which  result  from  these  auctions  shall 
be  within  the  reach  of  all  citizens,  has  thought  proper  to  direct  that  the  fund  assigned 
for  the  auction  of  the  7th  instant  shall  be  divided  in  lots  of  five  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand dolhirs,  and  that  there  be  admitted  in  it  credits  of  a  less  quantity. 

Independence  and  Liberty !    March  3,  1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  General  Treasurer  of  the  Nation. 

^Iexico,  March  3, 186a 
A  true  copy. 

J.  M.  GARMENDIA,  ChufCUrh. 


[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  March  11, 1868.— Translation.] 
Result  of  (he  auction  that  has  taken  place  to-^ayfor  honds  of  the  Spanish  convention. 

The  citizen  M.  Goytia  sold  at  13J  per  cent,  of  payment $180, 245  13 

Value  in  money 25,000  00 

Gain 155,245  13 

MEXica,  March  9, 1868. 

M.  P.  IZAGUIKKE. 


Result  of  tht  auction  that  has  taken  place  to-day  in  this  general  treasury ^  of  the  sum  of  $25,000, 
destined  to  the  redemption  of  bands  of  the  extinguished  English  convention. 

The  citizen  Ramon  Rodriguez  sold  at  33  per  cent $75, 757  57 

Which  amounts  to 25,000  00 

•Gain  to  the  public  treasury 50,737  57 

Mexico,  March  10, 186a 

M.  P.  IZAGUIRRE. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  89.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoy  March  14, 1868. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  Ko.  48,  of  the  13th  of  December  last,  I  «Uled 
the  attention  of  the  department  to  a  decree  issued  by  this  government, 
establishing  a  separate  tariff  for  this  city  upon  natioutd  and  foreigu 
effects, 

I  have  now  to  transmit  to  the  department  copy  and  translation  of  a 
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decree  issued  under  date  of  the  4th  instant,  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Gnanajuata,  establishing  a  separate  tariff  for  that  State. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  under  the  provisions  of  this  decree,  articles 
2  and  5,  foreign  cotton  goods  and  yarns  consumed  in  that  State  will  now 
have  to  pay  a  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound,  in  addition  to  the  duties  on 
their  importation  established  by  the  national  tariff. 

All  other  foi-eign  effects,  except  those  enumerated  in  the  free  list  of 
•the  national  taiiff,  are  to  pay,  under  this  decree,  five  per  cent,  upon  their 
value,  appraised  in  that  State. 

It  is  not  easy  to  see  where  the  limit  to  the  burdens  imposed  on  com- 
merce in  this  country  is  to  be  reached,  if  this  system  of  local  duties  for 
every  city  and  State*  is  to  be  continued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaUj  Washington^  1).  C. 


Decree  establishing  duties  on  foreign  effects  in  the  State  of  Guanajuato, 
[TranilatioD.] 

The  citizen  General  Florencio  Antillon,  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sov- 
ereign state  of  Goanajuato,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known : 

Tnat  the  congress  of  the  State  has  decreed  the  foUowing : 

The  second  constitutional  congress  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Guanajuato, 
considering  that  the  revenue  upon  which  the  St^te  can  now  count  is  scarcely  sufficient 
for  the  payment  of  half  of  its  ordinary  and  necessarj^  expenditures : 

■  That  in  consequence  of  the  law  of  classification  of  revenues  of  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  the  dero^tion  of  which  this  honorable  cougress  has  asked  of  the  sovereign 
congress  of  the  union,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity,  until  such  decision  as  may  be  prox>er 
is  had,  to  provide  resources  to  cover  the  deficiency,  as  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible 
to  continue  the  public  aduiinistration,  and  the  State  wiU  cease  to  figure  as  a,member  of 
the  Mexican  Confederation,  because  without  public  revenue  it  cannot  maintain  its 
fanctioDs : 

And  that  the  State  should  contribute  what  is  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  its  admin- 
istration, decrees :  ^ 

Akticle  1.  Foreign  effects  introduced  into  the  State  shall  pay  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent  The  basis  for  the  coUection  of  this  impost  shall  be  that  which  now  serves  for  the 
collection  of  the  half  per  cent,  of  the  department  of  Fomento. 

Art,  2,  Cotton  goods  and  yams  consumed  in  the  State  shall  pay  as  excise  duty,  five 
cents  per  pound. 

Art.  3.  Cloths,  cassimeres,  and  carpets  of  national  manufacture,  consumed  in  the 
State,  shall  pay  ten  per  cent,  upon  appraised  value,  which  shall  be  the  current  market 
price  at  wholesale  of  the  place. 

Art.  4.  Once  that  the  effects  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  articles  shall  have  paid  in 
the  capital  of  the  State  the  impost  now  decreed,  they  can  proceed  freely  to  any  point 
within  the  same. 

Art.  5.  Foreign  cotton  goods  and  yams  shall  pay  solely  the  impost  provided  in 
article  2. 

Art.  6.  Quicksilver  and  other  effects  declared  free  in  the  tariff  of  maritime  and  fron- 
tier custom-houses  will  not  be  subject  to  the  impost  spoken  of  in  article  1st  of  this 
decree. 

Let  the  same  be  communicated  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  who  will  cause  it  to  be 
printed,  onbtished,  and  duly  complied  with. 
Dated  in  Gnan^nato,  March  3, 1868. 

JITAN  B.  CASTELAZO,  President. 
JOSfi  BRIBIESCA  SAAVEDRA,  Secretary, 
ANTONIO  RINCON,  Secretary. 
Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated  for  its  due  com- 
pliance. 

Palace  of  the  government  of  the  State  in  Guanajuato,  the  4th  of  March,  1868. 

FLORENCIO  ANTILLON. 
Fraxcisco  Garcia,  Secretary, 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  92.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoj  March  23, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith,  copy 
and  translation  of  remarks  made  by  the  minister  of  treasury,  ^Ir. 
Romero,  in  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  17th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  payment  of  interest  on  their  public  debt. 

The  provisional  fiscal  estimates  were  under  discussion,  and  the  second 
article,  as  proposed  by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  excess  of  the 
public  revenues,  after  covering  the  amounts  assigned  to  the  different 
departments  of  the  government,  should  be  applied  to  tlie  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  consolidated  national  debt  and  the  cancellation  of 
the  floating  debt. 

This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Romero,  in  the  name  of  the  government, 
who  urged  that  in  place  of  paying  the  interest  the  government  should 
be  permitted  to  permanently  continue  the  system  of  public  auctions  for 
the  buying  up  of  their  bonds,  such  as  have  recently  taken  place,  and 
to  which  1  referred  in  my  dispatch  No.  87,  of  the  12th  instant. 

The  fiscal  estimates,  I  believe,  go  over  to  the  next  session  before  being 
finally  acted  upon,  but  this  manifestation  of  the  disposition  of  the  execu- 
tive may  not  be  without  importance  both  as  regards  the  action  of  con- 
gress and  the  bearing  it  may  have  upon  the  foreign  relations  of  this 
republic. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtony  D.  C. 


[From  the  oougrefwlonal  report  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  March  SO,  1969. 
Sesaion  of  the  17th  of  March.— Traualation.] 

The  Minister  of  Treasury,  Mr.  Romero.  #  #  »  #  »j«he  goyeniinent  also 
believes  tliat  it  is  its  duty  to  state,  that  the  terms  in  which  article  2  of  the  project  of 
law  (provisional  fiscal  estimates)  is  conceived,  lend  an  ambiguity,  which  it  would  be 
convenient  to  explain  and  correct,  before  it  has  the  force  of  law.  According  to  the 
literal  and  more  evident  tenor  of  said  article,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  aactUHifl 
for  the  canceUation  of  the  public  debt  that  have  been  decreed  by  the  government,  and 
that  are  taking  place  with  such  good  results,  cannot  continue.  The  article  states  that  the 
excess  that  there  may  be  in  the  public  revenues,  after  covering  the  portions  assigned 
to  each  department  of  the  government,  shaU  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the*consolidated  national  debt  and  the  cancellation  of  the  noating  debt.  As  the 
debt,  called  until  now  Spanish  and  English,  is  represented  by  bonds  which  bear  interest, 
it  appears  natural  to  classify  it  as  cinisolidated  debt,  and  in  this  case  nothing  mow 
could  be  done  with  it  than  to  pay  the  interest,  and  for  the  same  reason  suspend  the 
auctions  for  its  cancellation,  which  have  given  so  good  result  until  now. 

Nor  will  it  be  possible  to  assign  any  sum  to  the  cancellation  of  the  national  floating 
debt,  sup^)osing  that  there  has  to  be  paid  first  the  interest  on  the  consolidated  debt, 
and  this,  in  which  would  be  included,  besides  the  debts  represented  by  the  bonds  of  the 
extinguished  Spanish  and  English  conventions,  aU  the  bonds  of  the  debt  caUed  the 
interior  debt,  and  those  of  the  debt  contracted  in  London,  which  alone  amount  to  a 
very  considerable  sum,  would  not  leave  of  course  anything  with  which  to  attend  to  the 
cancellation  of  the  floatingdebt,  which  would  result  in  e\iaent  prejudice  to  thenationil 
creditors,  and  especiaUy  to  those  of  a  privileged  character. 

The  government  would  consider  it  a  ^ave  evil  if  congress  should  direct  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  auctions  for  the  cancellation  of  the  national  debt.  In  tlie  two  months 
in  which  these  have  been  tried,  they  have  produced  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

With  great  gain  to  the  creditors,  and  evident  benefit  to  the  treasury,  there  has  beep 
canceUed  up  to  now  more  than  half  a  million  a  month  of  the  public  debt,  and  if  Ihia 
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can  be  continned^  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  the  debt  will  be  seen  very  considerably 
reduced  or  entirely  extinpiished. 

A  member  of  the  committee  has  stated  informally  to  the  executive,  that,  even  if  arti- 
cle 2  should  be  approved  in  the  terms  proposed,  'the  auctions  for  the  bonds  of  the 
extinguished  Spanish  and  English  conventions  being  terminated  which  consolidated 
them  and  gave  them  the  charact'Cr  of  an  international  debt,  not  having  become  again 
(lebt«  exclusively  national,  in  the  adjustment  of  the  interest  and  cancellation  of 
which  the  government  does  not  propose  to  admit  the  inter\^ention  of  any  foreign  power 
they  have  ceased  to  have  the  character  of  consolidated  debt  and  have  become  again 
fIo2iting  debt. 

This  interpretation  appears  to  the  government  very  forced,  and  exposed  to  very 
serious  inconveniences,  and  for  this  reason  it  would  prefer  without  hesitation,  if  sucJi 
is  the  disposition  of  the  committee,  that  another  wording  less  ambiguous  should  be 
adopted,  and  in  which  the  intention  of  the  chamber  might  be  more  clearly  seen. 

Although  these  objections  may  be  considered  as  directed  against  certain  particular 
articles  of  the  project  of  law,  and  not  against  the  project  in  general,  I  have  believed  it 
convenient  to  make  them  now,  with  the  reservation  of  amplifying  them  when  the  pro- 
jfct  of  law  is  discussed  in  detail,  in  order  that  they  might  be  had  in  view  in  deciding 
whether  the  said  project  should  be  admitted  to  discussion  or  not. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward^ 

Xo.  93.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  March  23, 1868. 
Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith,  trans- 
lation of  an  editorial  published  in  the  official  paper  of  this  government 
on  the  21st  instant,  entitled  "  Foreigners  in  Mexico.^ 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon,  WrLLiA3i  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  tho  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  March  21, 1868.~-TranBlatioii.1 
foreigners  in  MEXICO. 

We  have  no  idea  of  any  country  in  tho  world  in  which,  with  the  charact-er  of  such) 
there  are  a  greater  number  of  foreigners  than  in  our  young  republic,  notwithstanding 
it«  exaggerated  backwanlness,  its  revolutions,  and  its  inconveniences. 

Our  independence  scarcely  consummate,  our  ports  were  opened  ^o  the  commerce  of  all 
countries,  and  the  rigorous  monopoly  established  by  the  dominators  having  ceased, 
all  in  couifomiity  with  the  new  and  liberal  institutions  adopted  by  the  country,  neces- 
Mty  and  the  eagerness  for  a  fortune,  which  rarely  aud  with  a  thousand  anxieties  can  be 
realized  in  Eurojje,  attracted  to  our  soil  large  companies  of  individuals  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe,  animated  by  the  not  exaggerated  riches  and  beauty  of  the  new  world,  and 
which  at  another  period  had  already  led  the  Conquistadores  to  subjugate  and  sacrifice 
a  free  people  ;  riches  and  beauty  perhaps  fatiil  to  the  young  republic. 

From  this  moment  the  monopoly  ceased  to  be  solely  S])anish,  in  order  that  it  mi^ht 
be  availed  of  by  foreign  individuals,  and  of  all  nationalities,  as  the  objection  to  which 
we  had  been  condemned  by  a  domination  of  three  hundred  years  had  left  us 
impoverished,  aud  without  the  fitness  that  justly  should  have  been  given  to  us  for  the 
exercise  of  the  art»,  of  commerce,  and  the  sciences. 

The  generous  disposition  w;hich  distinguishes  us,  the  natural  ignorance  of  an  infant 
people,  educated  in  darkness,  and  which  almost  in  their  cradle,  as  Hercules  in  the  fable, 
had  destroyed  the  serpent-s  who  threatened  their  existence ;  the  noble  sentiment  of 
fraternity  which  animated  us,  and  the  consideration  inspired  by  the  illustration  and 
progress  of  the  old  countries  of  Europe,  led  our  country,  which  yet  retained  upon  its 
shoulders  the  simple  tunic  of  infancy,  to  extend,  with  the  candor  and  lack  of  judgment 
inherent  to  its  age,  a  generous  hand  to  ejich  one  of  those  who,  in  the  ^arb  of  a  iriend, 
arrived  asking  of  it  hospitality,  which  was  conceded  with  all  tho  effusion  of  its  affec- 
tion, and  opening  frankly  its  store,  it  placed  them  at  the  table,  where  they  were  waited 
npon  as  if  treating  of  the  absent  brother  returning  to  the  hearth  he  had  abandoned. 
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Conduct  noble  and  just  without  doubt,  whatever  may  have  been  the  r^ulU  it  has 
produced,  as  it  was  what  corresponded  to  a  great  and  generous  people,  who  having  just 
destroyed  the  yoke  of  slavery,  and  free  from  the  odiums  of  race,  which  might  well  have 
left  in  their  heart  a  long  and  jiainful  remembrance,  and  still  wearing  the  laurel  of  vic- 
tory, forgot  past  resentments  and  gave  the  beautiful  example  of  this  great  idea  of  the 
century :  liberty,  equality,  fraternity. 

Under  such  favorable  auspices  our  guests  did  not  delajr  in  finding  conve'nient  means 
not  only  of  meeting  the  necessities  oflife,  but  of  rendering  it  commrtable  and  easy,  m 
their  labors  or  their  industry  found  in  the  sons  of  the  country  their  most  sincere  and 
ardent  prote^itors.  If  it  were  possible  to  make  a  calculation  of  the  fortunes,  and  above 
all  of  the  time  in  which  they  were  improvised,  it  would  be  curious  and  surprising. 

All  the  elements  were  in  favor  of  the  foreigners ;  even  our  fiscal  laws  were  umoit 
null,  whenever  any  individual  of  European  nationality  pn)tected  by  them  when  com- 
mencing and  realizing  his  calculations  and  operations,  appealed  to  his  nationaht^  to 
make  light  of  them  when  from  abuses  or  fraudulent  transactions  the  authonties 
attempted  to  cause  them  to  be  respected,  as  was  just,  punishing  the  cnlpable. 

The  examples  of  this  sort  are  too  numerous  and  public  to  detain  ourselves  in  citing 
them,  and  it  is  truly  melancholy  that  ingratitude,  calumny,  and  injustice  has  been  the 
payment  of  our  consideration  and  generosity. 

We  have  sometimes  heard  it  said  that  there  are  no  debts  of  gratitude  or  of  conrider- 
ation  that  are  due  to  a  country  in  which,  if  it  is  true  life  has  been  passed,  and  more 
than  suflQcient  has  been  acquir<Ml  to  provide  for  the  future,  it  is  equally  true  these 
advantages  are  ac(iuii-ed  by  means  of  labor  and  of  industry. 

Conceding  that  this  is  always  so,  which  unfortunately  is  not  exact,  it  is  necessary  to 
admit  that  there  are  many  countries  in  which  honesty,  labor,  and  industry  are  not 
sufficient  to  save  millions  of  meu  from  hunger,  from  misery,  and  crime,  and  who  with 
difficulty  can  leave  their  native  land,  their  fathers,  or  their  sons,  and  the  advimtages, 
conveniences,  and  inestimable  benefits  of  tranquillity  and  peace  that  may  be  ei^joyed  in 
an  established  country,  if  these  are  within  their  reach,  to  launch  out  upon  the  eventu- 
alities and  the  cruel  caprices  of  fortune.  . 

What  stupid  foUy  that  would  lead  a  man  to  leave  such  precious  and  positive  advan- 
tages, to  ^o  in  pursuit  of  doubtful  expectations,  were  it  not  from  imperious  necessity, 
or  the  desire  to  save  themselves  from  the  horrible  yoke  of  servitude  and  misery ! 

We  are  very  far  from  blaming  any  one  ;  there  are  not  wanting  honorable  exceptions 
among  the  foreigners ;  but  in  exchange,  what  deceptions,  what  bad  foith,  and  what 
uigust  ingratitude !  All  have  been  witnesses  of  the  teri'ible  movements,  when  a  foreign 
nation,  patronizing  the  greatest  and  worst  of  crimes,  landed  on  our  shores  to  rob  an 
inotfensive  people  of  their  liberty,  overthrow  their  institutions  established  through 
their  blood,  to  realize  infamous  purposes,  and  elevate  the  intrusive,  blind  instrument  of 
their  criminal  projects. 

A  cry  of  indignation  resounded  throughout  all  the  limits  of  the  republic ;  the  name 
of  France  was  pronounced  with  just  maledictions,  yet  meanwhile  the  French  colony, 
living  tranquil  and  at  ease  among  us,  could  sleep  at  night  without  fear.  The  good 
sense  of  the  people  and  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities  guarded  their  slumbers.  Later 
the  fortune  of  arms  refused  to  the  sons  of  Mexico  its  favors ;  our  heroes,  unfortunate  in 
a  hundred  battles,  succumbed,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  tyrant  of  France  entering,  proud 
of  their  work,  by  the  streets  of  the  capital,  found  them  taiiestried  ^ith  silk  ana  cov- 
ered with  Howers  by  the  hand  of  their  compatriots,  aided  also  by  the  traitors.  Neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  attempted  to  conceal  their  pleasure,  eiyoyingthe  misfortune  of  i 
country  where  they  had  found  hospitalitv  and  affection,  enjoying  also  the  cruel  and 
numerous  executions  which  stained  with  blood  all  our  soil,  while,  meanwhile,  the  exe- 
cutioners spoke  of  these  same  compatriots  resident  in  Mexico  \vith  a  strange  intoler- 
ance, not  failing  to  call  them  rubbish  and  canaille. 

But  the  day  of  jusrice  arrived ;  the  chain  of  crimes  drawn  out  by  the  executioners  wa» 
to  be  destroyed  by  the  hand  of  justice  and  of  liberty :  the  French  ships  in  fright  and 
shame  tied  from  our  shores^  the  farce  terminated  in  the  midst  of  ridicule,  and  the  vic- 
torious arms  of  the  people  inundated  the  capital. 

Wliat  of  the  French  colony  t  What  of  those  who  adorned  their  balconies  with  silk, 
showering  dowers  ui>ou  the  streets  to  receive  their  conquering  brothers?  Not  a  cry, 
nor  an  insult,  nor  a  complaint. 

Where  can  such  another  example  be  found  f  Wliat  pride  for  Mexico !  what  honor  for 
the  authorities! 

Shall  we  look  for  the  example  in  any  country  in  Europe  and  in  analogous  circum- 
stances t  Let  the  Mexicans  answer  who  were  resident  in  Paris  at  the  amval  there  of 
the  news  of  the  punishment  and  end  of  the  intruder. 

The  foreigners  among  us  have  too  many  proofe  that  they  can  live  tranqoillT ;  ab«D- 
doned  in  an  unworthy  manner  in  a  difficult  situation,  the  authority  has  watciied  over 
their  security  the  same  as  over  the  native  citizens,  giving  an  example  which  should  pnt 
its  unjust  enemies  to  the  blush. 

The  supreme  government  which  disregards  ui^ust  reproaches ;  that  has  placed  ita^ 
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80  high  in  the  nnlYenal  esteem  notwithstanding  animosities  and  calumny,  Will  con- 
tinae  being  the  guarantee  of  all  honorable  and  pacific  citizens,  whatever  may  be  their 
nationality ;  but  we  are  sure  it  will  cause  itself  to  be  respected  for  its  character  and 
energy,  it  being  only  the  vicious  and  criminals  who  are  menaced  and  punished  by  the 
law. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

Xo.  47.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  25,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  No.  81,  of  the  24th  of  Februaiy, 
which  contains  a  very  interesting  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  restoration  of  permanent  peace  with  law,  order,  and 
public  credit  in  Mexico.  We  have  been  pained,  though  after  our  own 
experience  we  cannot  say  we  were  astonished,  at  the  recent  attempt  to 
assassinate  the  President  of  that  republic.  In  behalf  of  the  President, 
you  will  express  to  President  Juarez  felicitations  upon  his  e8cax)e  from 
that  imminent  peril,  and  you  may,  at  the  same  time,  assure  him  that  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States  sincerely  sympathize  with 
him  in  his  arduous  and  enlightened  labors  directed  to  the  retrieval  of  the 
fortunes  of  the  republic. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  <tc.,  cfec,  dkc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.94.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  March  28,  1868. 

Sm:  In  the  early  part  of  this  month,  after  the  discovery  of  a  reported 
conspiracy  at  Guadalajara,  in  which  it  was  stated,  with  what  foundation 
I  am  not  informed,  that  some  foreigners  were  engaged,  the  government 
here  gave  orders  under  which,  since  that  time,  many  arrests  of  foreign- 
ers in  various  parts  of  the  country  have  taken  place. 

The  number  in  this  capital  alone  has  amounted,  as  I  have  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  to  twenty- eight,  of  whom,  however,  seven  were 
speedily  placed  at  liberty,  it  appearing  there  were  no  tenable  grounds 
for  their  detention. 

Soon  after  the  fact  of  such  arrests  became  known,  I  called  upon  Mr. 
Ijerdo  de  Tejada  to  inquire  what  were  the  grounds  for  these  i)roceeding8, 
and  to  what  extent  the  government  proposed  to  go.  He  informed  me 
that  since  the  issuance  of  the  commutation  order  of  the  31st  of  October 
last,  which  required  all  foreigners  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  civil  or 
military  service  of  the  so-called  imperial  government  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, many  who  were  included  in  the  terms  of  that  order,  and  who  had 
been  soldiers,  had  remained  in  the  country;  that  these,  with  deserters 
from  the  French  army,  of  whom  there  were  some  numbers,  were  being 
seduced  to  join  in  movements  to  disturb  the  public  order;  and  that  there 
were  also  some  bad  Spaniards  in  the  country  who  were  involved  in  many 
of  the  grave  crimes,  as  kidnapping,  &c.,  now  so  prevalent. 

That  for  these  re^isons  the  government  had  determined  to  arrest  such 
persons  and  send  them  out  of  the  country;  but  that,  as  he  had  assured 
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me  several  months  before,  it  was  not  the  intention  to  surest  those  who 
were  engaged  in  pacific  pursuits  and  could  show  a  good  character,  of 
those  who  might  at  one  time  have  been  engaged  in  the  intervention, 
many  of  whom  have  married  here,  and,  with  others,  are  occui)ied  iu  use- 
ful employments;  nor  was  it  the  intention  of  the  government  to  disturb 
in  any  way  the  foreigners  settled  in  the  country  who  have  in  no  way 
been  engaged  in  political  affairs. 

Jjater  I  was  informed  of  several  arrests  of  those  not  included  in  that 
order,  one  of  whom,  a  Frenchman,  had  only  a  few  months  since  arrived 
in  the  country. 

On  stating  these  facts  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  these  persons  were 
released,  as  were  also  others  included  in  the  number  before  referred  to 
as  having  been  released,  their  friends  having  made  representations  to 
the  government  in  their  behalf. 

Yet,  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  that  have  been  given  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  this  matter,  there  has  been  a  degree  of  irresponsible  and 
arbitrary  action,  by  the  governor  of  this  city,  which  is  in  the  highest 
degree  reprehensible,  and  at  one  moment  considerable  alarm  was  pro- 
duced among  the  pacific  foreign  residents. 

With  regard  to  this  action,  and  the  arrests  above  mentioned,  I  have,  , 
under  the  position  taken  by  this  government,  only  been  able  to  use  my 
private  good  offices;  but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  speak  strongly  to  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  including  in  such  action 
as  might  now  be  taken  by  the  government,  only  those  against  whom 
there  were  clear  proofs  of  improper  conduct. 

That,  with  reference  to  any  who  were  now  engaging  in  movements 
against  the  public  order,  or  in  crimes  of  the  kind  he  had  referred  to,  the 
government  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  proceeding  with  the  utmost 
rigor,  but  that  it  was  better  many  such  guilty  persons  should  escape 
than  that  one  innocjent  person  should  be  arrested,  especially  in  the  case 
of  those  who  had  not  taken  any  part  in  the  intervention. 

The  observations  I  have  made,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  have  led  the 
government  to  be  more  careful  with  regard  to  the  action  of  its  subordi- 
nates. 

So  far  as  the  cases  herein  referred  to  are  concerned,  in  whose  behalf 
my  good  offices  have  been  appealed  to,  all  are  now  terminated  satirfac- 
torily  with  one  exception — the  case  of  a  Spanish  subject,  against  whom 
the  government  insists  it  has  good  ground  for  proceeding. 

The  number  of  foreigners  remaining  in  the  country,  however,  of  those 
compromised  with  the  late  intervention,  appears  to  me  entirely  too  small 
to  require  that,  for  the  safety  of  the  government  now,  any  re\avad  at  this 
late  day  of  measures  of  rigor  against  them  should  be  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  95.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  3£exicOj  March  30, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  trans- 
lation of  a  project  of  law  introduced  in  the  Mexican  congress  on  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  441 

16tb  instant,  which  has  for  its  object  to  place  all  foreigners  resident  in 
this  country,  except  the  natives  of  those  countries  that  have  maintained 
uniutemipted  treaty  relations  with  the  republic,  under  the  same  obliga- 
tions as  Mexican  citizens. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Staie^  Washington^  D,  C. 


PROJECT  OF  LAW  REGARDING  FOREIGNERS. 

IFrom  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  March  17, 1668.— Tranalation.l 

COKORESSIONAL  REPORT— SESSION  OF  MARCH    16. 

Mr.  Gadino  y  Gomez  presonted  the  foUowing  project  of  law,  which  was  read  the  first 
time : 

Article  L  Foreigners  domicilat«d,  or  that  in  future  may  he  domicilated  in  the  repnh- 
lie,  by  this  sole  act  shall  be  considered  as  Mexicans,  and  subject  to  the  obligations  of 
the  latter,  without  the  necessity  of  naturalization. 

Art.  2.  Foreigners,  natives  of  the  countries  with  which  the  republic  now  has  uninter- 
rupt<!d  treaties,  are  excepted  from  the  dis]K)sitions  of  the  preceding  article,  and  will 
continue  enjoying  the  privileges  of  their  nationality  authorized  in  the  respective 
treaties  so  long  as  these  remain  in  force. 

Art.  3.  Foreigners  not  comprehended  in  article  2  are  not  excepted  from  the  provis- 
ions of  article  1,  even  if  they  place  themselves  under  the  flag  of  friendly  nations. 

Airr.  4.  The  executive  will  make  the  declarations  required  for  the  compliance  with 
this  law. 

Hall  of  the  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union.  Mexico,  March  16,  1868. 

GUDIJ50  Y  GOMEZ. 


[From  the  Siglo  XDC,  city  of  Mexico,  March  19, 1868.] 
CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT— SESSION  OF  MARCH  18. 

The  project  with  reference  to  foreigners  introduced  by  Mr.  Gudiuo  y  Gomez^  pub- 
lished in  our  issue  of  the  17th,  was  read  the  second  time. 
A(hiiitted  to  discussion,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  96.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  March  30,  1868. 

Sib  :  On  the  27th  instant  an  amendment  to  the  federal  constitution 
was  introduced  in  the  Mexican  congress,  by  the  majority  of  the  deputa- 
tion from  the  State  of  Queretaro,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  permit  the 
re-establishment  of  prohibitions  in  commerce  with  this  country,  on  the 
ground,  alleged  in  the  preamble,  that,  since  the  free  introduction  of  all 
foreign  effects  into  the  republic  has  been  permitted,  the  industry  of  the 
country  has  commenced  to  decay,  and  the  restoration  of  restrictions  is 
urged  as  the  remedy. 

Mr.  Montes,  one  of  the  members  who  presented  this  proposition,  has 
l)een  ranked  among  the  most  liberal  and  enlightened  of  the  public  men 
of  Mexico. 
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I  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  translation  of  the  proposed 
amendment  and  of  the  article  of  the  constitution  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stxite^  Wdslihufton^  D.  C 


PROPOSITION  TO  A>IEND  THE  CONSTITLTION  SO  AS  TO  PERMIT  PROHIBI- 
TIONS. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  March  28, 1868.— Trandation.] 
CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT— SESSION  OF  MARCH  27,  1868. 

Messrs.  Montes  and  Gudiflo  y  Qomez,  the  majority  of  the  deputation  from  Queretaio, 
presented  the  following  project  of  law : 

"  Since  there  has  been  permitted  in  the  republic  the  free  introduction  of  all  foreign 
effect**  without  any  limitation  whatever,  our  industry  commenced  to  decay,  and  to-day 
it  is  found  in  such  prostratiou  that  our  people  lack  employment  and  our  merchant  ai« 
now  nothing  more  than  faithfiil  resellers  oi  foreign  manufactures,  with  the  cbeapnees 
of  which  our  oyrn  cannot  compete." 

"  The  remedy  is  efficacious,  but  a  little  late.  It  consists  in  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment, which  we  initiate  in  the  following  proposition,  which  we  respectfuUy  beg  the 
chamber  will  be  pleased  to  admit,  and  refer  to  the  corresponding  committee,  viz: 
the  clause  in  article  28  of  the  federal  constitution  which  says,  *  Nor  prohibitioiis  in 
the  character  of  so-called  protections  to  industry*  shall  be  suppressed.*' 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  constitutional  points. 

Article  28  of  the  federal  cowttitution. 

"  Monopolies  shall  not  be  established,  nor  places  for  the  sale  of  privileged  goods,  nor 
prohibitions  in  the  character  of  so-called  protections  to  industry,  excepting  swely  tbode 
relative  to  the  coining  of  money,  to  the  mails,  and  to  those  privileges  which,  for  a 
limited  time,  are  conceded  by  the  law  to  the  inventors  or  perfectors  of  any  improve- 
ment." 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  97.]  LEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  of  Mexico,  March  30, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  translation  of  the  dis- 
courses pronounced  by  the  President  of  the  republic  and  the  president 
of  congress  at  the  closing  of  the  first  period  of  the  sessions  of  that  body, 
which  took  place  yesterday. 

The  expectations  that  have  been  entertained  of  the  adoption  of  impor- 
tant measures  during  the  session  now  closed  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
realized. 

Congress  meets  again  in  a  further  session,  limited  by  the  constitataon 
to  sixty  days,  on  the  1st  proximo. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[From  the  Diario  Oflciad,  city  of  Mexico,  March  29, 1866.— Translation.] 
CONGRESS. 

At  the  Bolemn  act  of  the  closing  of  the  sessions  of  congress,  which  took  place  to-day, 
the  President  of  the  republic  pronounced  the  following  discourse : 

CmzEX  Deputies  :  You  now  terminate  the  first  period  of  your  sessions,  to  return 
again  to  dedicate  yourselves  to  your  important  labors  within  a  few  days.  I  come  with 
great  satisfaction  to  felicit-ate  you  in  these  acts,  which  present  a  high  testimonj'  of  the 
reg:nlar  march  of  the  public  powers. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  chat,  the  conflicts  of  war  scarcely  passed,  the  normal  regimen 
of  our  uiiititntions  has  been  established  anew  with  but  few  difficulties. 

The  people  who  combatted  without  rest  to  defend  these  institutions  are  now  enjoying 
their  benefits,  for  they  assure  to  all  their  rights,  and  will  procure  the  highest  good, 
being  faithfully  respected. 

Of  the  disturbances  which  have  occurred  in  some  places,  some  have  been  rapidly 
tenninated,  and  we  have  to  trust  that  the  others  will  be  soon  sulfocated. 

The  republic  desires  to  eiyoy  peace  under  the  protection  of  the  constitution  and  the 
bwg.  To  repress  those  who  attempt  to  override  them  the  government  does  not,  and 
ought  not,  to  donbt  that  it  can  count  ujKm  the  opinion  and  the  aid  of  the  immense 
majority  of  the  citizens. 

A  prolonged  war  left  an  inevitable  legacy  of  elements  that  for  some  time  tvill  strive 
to  disturb  society.  We  can  congratulate  ourselves  that  these  are  not  many,  nor  have 
they  BO  far  caused  any  grave  peril.  However,  the  lessons  of  the  oast  should  serve  to 
place  OS  on  our  guard,  that  they  do  not  occasion  greater  evils  in  the  future. 

The  ^vemment  will  exert  itself  to  comply  with  the  first  of  its  duties,  which  is  to 
maintain  the  public  peace  with  all  the  energ^*^  of  the  means  of  action  that  it  has  in  its 
hands,  aud  all  the  confidence  that  should  be  inspired  by  the  desire  and  the  right  of  the 
people  that  their  agents  should  give  them  perfect  security  in  all  their  social  interests. 

Tae  first  pledge  of  peace  is  the  harmony  of  the  public  powers. 

The  government  is  full  of  gratitude  for  the  confidence  that  has  been  given  to  it  by 
eougreas,  and  it  will  always  endeavor  to  merit  it  respecting  the  decisions  which,  witn. 
their  patriotism  and  wisdom,  may  be  taken  by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

The  president  of  congress,  Mr.  Iglesias,  said: 

Con^^^ese,  in  closing  to-day  its  sessions  to  return  to  open  them  a^ain  within  three 
days,  proves  by  this  single  coincidence  how  sincere  and  how  intense  is  the  desire  with 
which  it  is  animated,  to  fiilly  comply  with  the  arduous  duties  which  have  been  imposed 
npon  it  by  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

^Tiea  congress  voted  the  prorogation  of  the  first  period  of  its  sessions,  notwith- 
standing the  iuconvenience  oi  joining  it  with  the  second,  to  form  a  total  of  more  than 
half  a  year,  it  manifested  by  this  unequivocal  proof  that  it  did  not  wish  to  avoid  either 
bbor  or  fatigue  in  order  to  expedite  tne  dispatch  of  the  affairs  intrusted  to  its  hands. 

Notwithstanding  this  good  will,  the  result  of  the  legislative  labors  has  not  been  as 
ntisfjEu;tory  as  comd  have  been  desired.  But  neither  can  this  be  considered  as  an  evil 
of  grave  consequences,  nor  still  less  can  it  be  attributed  to  indolence  or  the  negligence 
of  the  national  representation. 

In  what  relates  to  the  latter  we  have  well-founded  motives  for  congratulation. 

The  meeting  of  congress  has  been  of  itaelf  an  event  of  the  greatest  importance. 

The  representative  system,  interrupted  by  the  unjust  war  of  intervention  by  France, 
and  afterwards  by  the  grave  peril  in  which  the  independence  of  Mexico  and  its  cherished 
iitttitatious  were  placed,  the  re-establishment  of  constitutional  order  demonstrates  that 
onr  society  has  returned  to  its  support. 

Placed  again  in  the  way  of  consolidating  itself,  it  will  be  sufficient  now  if  the  inesti- 
mable benefit  of  peace  is  not  again  lost,  in  order  that  the  germs  of  prosperity  should 
be  developed,  which  virgin  and  unfruitful  are  borne  in  its  bosom,  opening  thus  the 
doors  to  the  grand  future  that  is  reserved  for  it. 

For  what  congress  has  yet  to  do  there  are  already  prepared  abundant  materials. 

With  reference  to  various  affairs  of  great  public  interest,  the  respective  committees 
have  already  prepared  reports ;  others  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  soon  be 
presented  in  order  that  with  the  first  they  may  be  discussed  by  this  assembly,  and 
determined  as  shall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  nation. 

Among'  these  affairs,  that  relative  to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  will  occupy 
»  preferential  place,  in  virtue  of  the  necessity  which  exists  to  repress  with  all  energy 
toe  disturbances  which  affect  the  security  of  social  interests. 

The  harmony  of  the  public  powers,  so  indispensable  for  the  well-being  of  society, 
will  be  securely  preserved,  because  they  are  animated  with  the  most  fervent  desires  to 
comply  with  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them.  Thus  it  will  be  realized  that  the 
Mexican  repuUic  lives  under  the  protection  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 

The  disturbances  which  have  occurred  in  some  localities  must  speedily  terminate, 
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because  they  do  not  arise  from  defects  in  our  political  or  social  organization^  which 
might  give  them  a  permanent  character.  The  accidental  causes  of  these  passing  dis- 
turbances removed,  the  republic  Avill  realize  the  abundant  finite  of  the  definitive  tri- 
umph obtained  in  the  struggle  which  Mexico,  as  all  the  peoples  of  the  world,  has  had 
tlie  necessity  to  undertake  in  order  to  open  its  way  in  the  path  of  progress  and  of  civ- 
ilization. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Ko.  lOl.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Meji^icoj  April  2, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  transmit  herewith  translation  of  the  discourses  pro- 
nounced by  President  Juarez  and  the  newly-elected  president  of  con- 
gress, at  the  opening  of  the  second  period  of  sessions,  which  took  place 
yesterday. 

These  discourses  as  well  as  those  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  late 
session  on  the  29th  ultimo,  transmitted  with  my  dispatch  No.  97,  should 
receive  your  perusal,  as,  while  they  announce  no  new  points  of  policy, 
they  throw  some  light  upon  the  present  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  April  1, 1866.— TranBTation.] 
OPENING  OF  THE  SESSIONa 

To-day  has  taken  ^lace  the  installation  of  congress,  to  commence  its  labors  in  the 
second  period  of  sessions. 

The  President  of  the  republic  pronounced  the  following  discourse : 

Citizen  Deputies:  Veiy  just  is  the  precept  of  the  constitution  by  which  the  seeond 
period  of  the  sessions  of  congress,  which  commences  to  day,  is  destined  in  prefercDcc 
to  the  examination  and  the  voting  of  the  iiscal  estimates. 

It  belongs  t«  the  executive  to  form  them  and  to  propose  them,  on  account  of  the 
greater  knowledge  it  should  have  of  the  facts  and  the  data  which  it  has  with  reference 
to  the  necessities  of  the  administration ;  but  it  belongs  to  the  people,  by  means  of  their 
representatives,  to  examine  them  and  to  approve  them. 

It  is  in  the  essence  of  the  interests  and  of  the  most  inalienable  rights  of  the  people 
to  determine  what  they  shaU  contribute,  and  how  it  shall  be  invested  in  the  public 
expenses. 

War  has  prevented  this  being  done  before,  as  for  long  periods  it  impeded  the  meeting 
of  congress,  and  when  this  has  tiiken  place  the  disorganized  stat«  of  society  has  not 
permitted  tne  regular  collection  of  the  revenue,  nor  the  expenses  to  be  systematiied. 

Since  the  promulgation  of  the  constitution  this  is  the  first  time  that  congress  is  pro- 
ceeding to  exercise  one  of  its  most  important  perogatives. 

In  the  preceding  period  of  sessions,  however,  a  provisional  estimate  was  voted  npon 
the  project  presented  by  the  government,  which  hastened  to  give  its  opinion  in  order 
that  the  decree  might  be  issued.  The  labors  of  the  committee  of  congress  with  refer- 
ence to  the  project  of  the  definitive  estimates  presented  by  the  government  are  al» 
well  advanced.  It  is  satisfactory  to  the  government  to  have  been  able  to  show,  in 
affairs  pertaining  to  the  public  finances,  its  zeal  in  the  compliance  with  its  duties. 

In  the  nine  months  that  have  passed  since  it  returned  to  this  city,  the  payments  have 
been  made  with  exactitude  in  all  the  branches  of  the  administration,  attending  at  the 
same  time,  so  far  as  possible,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 

We  have  commenced  in  this  manner  to  enjoy  the  benefits  produced  by  peace. 

Let  us  trust  that,  uniting  our  efforts,  we  shall  succeed  in  maintaining  it.  It  depends 
upon  the  union  of  the  Mexicans  who  with  good  wiU  desire  the  good  of  the  country. 

Be  pleased  to  receive,  citizen  deputies,  my  felicitations  upon  seeing  you  sgtin 
assembled  to  discharge  your  august  iunctions. 
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The  president  of  congress,  ]VIr.  Juan  C.  Doria,  said : 

Congress  opens  to-day  the  second  period  of  its  ordinary  sessions,  which  in  preference 
is  tn  \^  occTipieil  with  the  Important  affairs  of  the  fiscal  estimates. 

To  that  it  will  dedicate  all  of  its  attention,  from  the  intimate  conviction  which  it 
hjbi  that  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  public  finances  is  indispensable  for  the  success 
uf  the  public  administration. 

The  congress  of  1867  congratulates  itself  that  it  has  fallen  to  it  to  be  the  first  to  give 
foiiipliance  to  one  of  the  pi-ecepts  of  the  fundamental  co<le,  and  by  this  sole  act  it  can 
W  Heen  that  in  the  republic,  after  the  war  which  it  has  had  to  sustain  against  its 
inTadera,  the  constitutional  order  has  been  re-established  without  controversy  or  oppo- 
sition whatever. 

Tlie  pn)visional  estimate  being  already  voted,  congress  will  not  delay  in  directing 
its  hibora  to  the  discussion  of  the  pennanent  estimate  for  the  expenditures  of  the  fed- 
eration. It  will  treat  this  affair  i^ith  all  the  calmness  and  circumspection  which  its 
gravity  reijuires ;  and  its  decisions,  if  not  as  perfect  as  may  be  desired,  will  not  have 
iieen  dictated  by  any  other  motive  than  a  sincere  desire  for  the  well  being  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

It  had  been  very  satisfactory  to  congress  to  see  that,  notwithstanding  the  increased 
eijM-noeH  that  the  government  has  had  to  meet  in  the  discharge  of  a  great  part  of  the 
anQT,  the  employ^  in  all  branches  of  the  administration  have  been  paid  with  regu- 
bhty,  and  at  the  same  tikne  some  sums  have  been  dedicated  to  the  pa^-meiit  of  the 
natioual  debt;  and  this  is  so  much  the  more  satisfactory  to  congress,  as  for  this  it  has 
Dili  Iwn  necessarv  to  celebrate  contracts  ruinous  for  the  interests  of  the  republic. 

The  j^at-est  gi>od  that  a  people  can  enjoy  is  peace ;  and  the  first  and  the  principal 
obli<i:atiou  of  those  who  govern  is  to  consolidate  it,  guaranteeing  the  institutions,  and, 
alKjve  all,  respecting  individual  rights. 

Congress  well  knows  that  the  government  is  animated  by  the  best  ideas  in  this  regard, 
that  it  will  ntake  whatever  efforts  may  be  necessary  that  the  public  order  and  ]>eace 
i^hail  not  be  disturbed,  and  that  it  will  take  care  that  the  constitution  shall  be  faith- 
fuUy  and  strictly. observed. 

Tlie  government,  on  its  part,  can  rest  assured  of  the  efficacious  co-operation  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Xo.  1()3.J*  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  April  3,  1868. 
Sir:  In  dispatch  No.  92,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  I  referred  to  the  opposi- 
tion made  by  the  minister  of  treasury  in  the  name  of  the  government, 
in  congress,  to  the  second  article  of  the  provisional  appropriation  bill, 
which  provided  that  the  excess  in  the  public  revenues,  after  meeting  the 
simis  assigned  to  the  different  departments  of  the  government,  should 
be  applied  t-o  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  national  debt ;  the 
government  desiring  that  such  excess  shouUl  be  applied  to  the  buying 
in  of  the  debt,  and  not  to  the  payment  of  interest  upon  it. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  herewith  translation  of  the  appropriation  bill 
which  was  finally  adopted  by  congress,  and  which,  as  will  be  seen,  was 
modified  in  article  2  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  executive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wdshingtony  2>.  C, 


[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  citj  of  Mexico,  April  2, 1868.~Tran8latioii.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  repuhlic  has  been  pleased  to  direct  to  me  the  following 
decree : 
Beoito  JuaresB,  constitntional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhab- 
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itants  of  the  same ;  be  it  known  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to 

issue  the  following  decree : 
The  congress  of  the  Union  decrees : 
Article  I.  The  monthly  expenses  of  the  federation  will  be  made  in  conformity  with 

the  following  provisions : 

Ist.  There  is  assigned  to  the  department  of  relations,  for  the  expenses  of 
administration,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five 
dollars $9,3^00 

2d.  That  of  government,  eighty-five  thousand  and  eighty-three  dollars  thirty- 
three  c«nts 85,083  33 

3d.  That  of  justice  and  public  instruction,  sixty-six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-throe  dollars  seventy-three  cents 66,363  73 

4th.  To  that  of  fomento,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars 1...* 175,115  00 

5th.  To  that  of  war,  for  expenses  of  administration,  five  hundred  and  twelve 
.  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  fifty  cents 512,597  50 

6th.  For  the  same,  for  material  and  extraordinary  expenses,  ninety  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  eight  cents 90,622  08 

7th.  For  the  same,  to  place  five  thousand  dollars  at  the  disposal  of  each  of 
the  States  of  Coahuila,  Chihuahua,  Durango,  and  Nuevo  Leon,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  defense  of  those  States  against  the  babarous  Indians,  twenty- 
thousand  dollars 20,00000 

8th.  To  that  of  the  department  of  treasury,  for  the  expenses  of  administra- 
tion and  pensions,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  twenty-one  cents 180,458  21 

Total I,139^t5 


Akt.  n.  The  preceding  estimates  being  met,  the  excess  which  there  may  be  in  the 
revenue  shall  be  applietl  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

Art.  III.  This  law  will  remain  in  force  until  congress  shall  decree  that  of  pcnna- 
nent  estimates,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  article  69  of  the  constitution. 
Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  March  28,  1868. 

JOAQUIN  M.  ALCALDE, 

rice-Prtiident 
Francisco  Vaca,  Secretary, 
Elenterio  Avila,  Secretary, 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliance 
be  given  to  it. 

National  Palace,  in  Mexico,  March  30,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAKEZ, 
The  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  of  Treasury  and  Public  Credit. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  corresponding 
ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  March  30, 1868. 

^  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  53.]         •  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  13, 1868. 
Sir:  In  your  dispatch  No.  87,  elsewhere  acknowledged,  you  have 
alluded  to  the  financial  proceedings,  called  by  the  name  of  auctions, 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Mexican  government  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  in  portions  of  the  consolidated  foreign  debt  of  that  coon- 
try.  However  objectionable  the  policy  of  these  measures  may  be,  it 
does  not  api>ear  that  the  United  States  are  specially  called  upon  to  pro- 
test against  it,  insomuch  as  no  portion  of  the  consolidated  debt  thus 
dealt  with  was  contracted  to  this  government  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States.    In  view  of  this  fact,  you  raise  the  question  whether  the  pre- 
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ceeding  is  not  unequal,  by  giving  preference,  so  far  as  the  consolidated 
debt  is  concerned,  to  other  foreign  creditors  over  United  States  credi- 
tors, whose  claims  have  not  yet  been  established.  Sach  a  position  would 
seem  ungracious,  and  it  could  hardly  be  assumed  without  bringing  into 
the  question  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  United  States  towards  the 
republic  of  Mexico.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  time,  not  distant, 
when  we  can  propose  a  convention  for  the  mutual  adjustment  and  set- 
tlement of  claims  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  citizens  of 
Mexico.  It  has  not  yet  been  thought  expedient  to  press  the  subject 
hitherto,  insomuch  as  the  United  States  themselves,  in  view  of  the 
derangement  of  political  and  financial  affairs  which  was  produced  by 
our  late  civil  war,  .have  until  now  declined  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  any  foreign  states  for  adjusting  claims /or  indemnity  of  their  sub- 
jects growing  out  of  the  transactions  of  the  war. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Edwaed  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfec.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.110.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  April  16,  1868. 

SiE :  On  the  21st  of  la«t  month  a  conducta,  carrying  about  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  left  this  city  for  Vera  Cruz. 

By  an  order,  issued  on  the  17th  of  the  month,  by  the  minister  of  treas- 
uiy,  it  was  required  that  federal  circulation  and  exi)ort  duties  should  be 
paid  upon  the  whole  sum,  in  this  capital,  before  leaving,  with  exception 
of  seven  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  sent,  upon  which  the  federal  and 
circulation  duties  alone  would  be  charged. 

The  existing  export  duty  is  five  per  cent.,  circulation  duty  two  per 
cent,  and  the  federal  duty  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent.  As  all 
import  duties  are  now  required  to  be  paid  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  at 
the  ports,  the  requirement  of  the  payment  of  export  duties  upon  coin 
sent  from  here  to  Vera  Cruz,  whether  the  same  was  designed  to  be  ex- 
ported or  not,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  amount  of  seven  per  cent, 
of  the  sums  forwarded,  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  unfavorable  remark, 
but  was  submitted  to  by  the  merchants  because  there  was  no  remedy 
available. 

Ck)in  cannot  be  sent  from  here  to  Vera  Cruz  by  the  merchants,  except 
by  a  government  conducta,  and  in  any  case  federal  and  circulation  duties 
have  to  be  paid. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  conducta  at  Puebla,  the  merchants  of  that  place 
and  correspondents  of  houses  here  placed  in  it  further  sums  of  money 
for  remission  to  Vera  Cruz. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  before  the  arrival  of  the  conducta  at  Puebla, 
the  governor  of  that  State  telegraphed  to  the  minister  of  treasury  for 
instructions  as  to  what  duties  he  should  collect  upon  sums  placed  in  the 
conducta  at  that  city,  with  the  specification  of  what  would  belong  to  the 
general  government,  and  what  to  the  State. 

The  minister  replied  the  following  day,  the  22d,  in  these  words :  "All 
the  duties  of  eonductas  belong  to  the  general  government,  and  are  to  be 
paid  at  the  x)orts,  in  conformity  with  the  law. — Romero." 

It  will  be  noted  that  on  the  17th,  only  five  days  before,  an  order  had 
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been  issued  requiring  the  duties  on  the  funds  leaving  here  to  be  paid  in 
this  capital. 

On  the  same  date,  the  a2d,  the  minister  of  treasury  instructed  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Vera  Cruz  to  collect  full  duties  on  funds  placed 
in  the  conducta  at  Puebla. 

The  governor  of  Puebla,  it  appears,  did  not  obey  the  order  of  the 
minister  of  treasury,  but  required  the  merchants  placing  funds  in  the 
conducta  at  that  place  to  pay  there  the  federal  and  circulation  duties, 
amounting  to  three  and  three-quarters  per  cent. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  conducta  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  merchants,  to  whom 
these  orders  were  unknown,  were  astonished  to  find  the  funds  placed  in 
the  conducta  at  Puebla  a  large  portion  of  which  was  in  small  coin  aod 
not  suitable  for  export,  charged  not  only  again  with  federal  and  circula- 
tion duties,  but  also  with  export  duty. 

After  remonstrances  matle  by  the  merchants  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  at 
this  place,  the  government  finally  relinquished  the  charge  of  export  duty 
upon  the  small  coin  and  sums  not  designed  for  exiK)rt,  of  the  funds  that 
had  come  from  Puebla,  but  insisted  that,  as  the  governor  had  been  in- 
structed not  to  collect  the  circulation  and  federal  duties  at  Puebla,  the 
merchants  must  pay  those  duties  over  again  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  collect 
them  back  from  the  governor  at  Puebla,  who  would  be  instructed  to 
return  them ;  thus  making  the  merchants,  who  had  no  discretion  in  the 
premises,  responsible,  and  the  sufferers  for  the  failure  of  the  government 
to  exact  obedience  from  its  own  officer. 

And  in  this  manner  the  matter  has  rested. 

As  this  affair  very  clearly  illustrates  the  utter  uncertainty  and  the 
embarrassment  under  which  commerce  labors  in  this  country,  and  as 
the  injustice  manifested  in  this  and  other  similar  acts  is  alienating  from 
the  government  its  best  friends  among  the  merchants,  1  have  thought  it 
desirable  to  make  this  reference  to  the  transaction,  and  to  transmit  to 
the  department  herewith  translations  of  the  orders  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

JSecretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C, 


From  the  Diario  Oficial,  city  of  Mexico,  April  15, 1868.— Translation,] 

Order  for  payment  ofdtities  hy  conducta. 

Department  of  Treasury  and  Public  CREDrr. 
The  citizen  President  has  thought  proper  to  order  that  the  treasure  to  leave  on  the 
•20th  instant  by  conducta,  for  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  shaU  pay  in  this  capital  the  rwpect- 
ive  duties  of  exportation,  circulation,  and  federal  contribution,  with  exception  of  seven 
per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  that  may  be  sent,  upon  which  shall  be  exacted  solely  the 
circulation  and  federal  duty,  to  the  end  that  the  commerce  may  dispose  of  that  aniounl 
in  said  port  as  may  be  most  convenient. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  March  17, 1868. 

^  KOMERO. 

To  the  Auditor  charged  unth  the  adminvttraiion  of  ih£  revenue  of  the  dUtrid, 

By  telegraph  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla  states  to  this  department,  under 
date  of  the  2l8t  of  March,  1868,  the  foUowing: 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  me  what  duties  are 
to  be  coUected  upon  the  treasurer  that  may  be  placed  by  the  merchants  of  this  place 
in  the  conducta,  which  is  shortly  to  pass  by  this  city,  specifying  what  belong  to  the 
general  government  and  what  to  the  State. 

B  J»  OABCIA. 
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By  telegraph  it  ia  stated  to  the  goremor  of  the  State  of  Paebla  as  follows : 
All  the  duties  of  eonductas  belong  to  the  general  government,  and  are  to  be  paid  at 
the  ports,  in  conformity  with  the  law. 

KOMERO. 
3LaiCH  22. 1868. 

ITelegram.] 

To  the  Collector  of  the  Maritime  Custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz : 

You  will  collect  upon  the  treasure  placed  in  the  conducta  at  Puebla  full  duties,  and 
retain  the  same  at  tlie  disposition  of  this  department^  giving  advice  of  the  amount. 

ROM£RO. 

Mjlbch  22, 1868. 

The  collector  of  the  maritime  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  states  to  this  department, 
under  date  of  the  24th  of  March,  1868,  as  follows : 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  do  not  know  what  are  the  duties  you  place  upon  the  treasurer 
from  Puebla,  under  your  telegram  of  yesterday. 

I  therefore  ask  that  you  will  advise  me  in  due  time,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  comply 
with  your  order. 

J.  A.  GAMBOA. 

To  the  collector  of  the  maritime  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  it  is  stated  as  follows : 

Mexico,  March  24, 1868. 
Upon  the  treasure  leaving  Puebla,  and  that  collected  by  the  conducta  at  other  points 
in  its  transit  from  here  to  your  port,  you  will  collect  eight  and  three-quarters  per  cent., 
being  the  duties  of  Hvq  per  cent,  of  exportation,  two  per  cent,  of  circulation,  and  one 
and  three-quarters  per  cent,  of  federal  contribution. 

ROMERO. 

In  a  telegraphic  dispatch  to  this  department  the  collector  of  the  maritime  custom- 
lioQjie  of  Vera  Cruz,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  March,  states  as  follows : 
I  will  comply  with  your  tele^apbic  order  to  collect  all  of  the  duties  upon  the 
.  treasure  placed  in  the  conducta  m  its  transit  from  Puebla,  which  collection,  I  under- 
hand, is  to  take  place,  although  the.  permits  may  show  that  it  has  been  paid  at  the 
point  of  departure,  at  least  unless  you  direct  otherwise. 

J.  A.  GAMBOA. 

By  telegraph  to  this  department  the  collector  of  the  maritime  custom-house  of  Vera 
Cruz,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  April,  1868,  states  as  follows: 

CmzEX  Minister  :  The  conducta  has  arrived,  and  this  custom-house  will  dispatch 
it  to-morrow.  According  to  the  order  of  the  department  of  the  24th  of  March,  full 
i\ut\i'9  are  to  be  collected  here  upon  the  treasure  received  in  the  transit  of  the  con- 
tineta  from  tlie  capital  to  this  port ;  but  as  in  the  permits  it  is  stated  that  the  two  per 
ct^nt.  of  circulation  and  the  federal  contribution  is  already  paid,  the  collection  having 
Wi-n  made  by  the  officers  dispatching  the  same,  acting  perhaps  under  the  provisions  of 
the  rejfulations  for  eonductas,  I  beg  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  state  to  me  if,  notwith- 
t^taudiug  this,  I  am  to  exact  again  the  two  per  cent,  and  the  federal  contribution. 

J.  A.  GAMBOA. 

To  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Curz  it  is  stated  by  telegraph  as  follows : 

Mexico,  April  6, 1868. 

As  was  opportunely  stated  to  you,  you  are  to  collect  all  the  duties  upon  the  treasure 

placed  in  the  conducta  on  its  transit  from  here  to  your  port,  even  though  the  permits 

»tate  tliat  the  duty  of  circulation,  which  ought  not  to  be  collected  at  these  points,  has 

been  paid. 

Tlie  proper  orders  have  been  given  that  what  has  been  so  collected  shall  be  returned. 

ROMERO. 

By  telegraph  it  is  stated  to  the  governor  of  Puebla  as  follows  : 

It  has  reached  the  knowledge  of  this  department  that  in  that  State  there  has  been 
eolleeted  upon  the  treasure  wnich  left  by  the  last  conducta  for  Vera  Cruz  the  duty  of 
circulation  and  the  federal  contribution ;  and  as  these  revenues  belong  to  the  general 
government,  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  classiiication  of  revenues  now  in  force,  in 
virtue  of  which  I  timely  directed  that  these  duties  should  be  collected  in  the  ports,. 
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the  citizen  President  directs  me  to  state  to  yon  that  y^on  will  be  pleased  to  order  the 
respective  officers  to  return  what  they  have  coDected  under  the  two  per  cent,  of  circnla* 
tion,  and  the  federal  contribution,  as  it  has  been  determined  that  the  said  treasoie 
shall  pay  all  of  the  duties  Vera  Cruz, 
Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico^  April  6, 1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  under  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  states  to  this 
department  as  follows : 

The  duties  of  circulation  and  the  federal  contribution  collected  upon  the  treanire 
which  left  here  in  the  conducta  have  been  collected,  as  has  been  the  case  with  all  the 
preceding,  for  the  federal  treasury,  as  I  have  taken  special  care  that  nothing  that  belongs 
to  it  shall  enter  the  State  chest. 

The  federal  contribution  just  caused  will  go  into  the  office  of  stamped  paper,  and 
the  duty  of  circulation  is  in  vigorous  deposit  at  the  disposition  of  treasury  bureau,  to 
which  notice  has  been  given. 

The  collection  was  made  in  punctual  compliance  with  the  decrees  of  the  23d  of 
May,  1853,  11th  of  July  of  the  same  vear,  articles  12, 13,  and  15  of  the  15Hh  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  and  the  circular  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  without  the  employ^  of  the 
State  having  used  a  single  cent  of  the  same,  nor  done  more  than  observe  the  aid 
supreme  dispositions.  If,  notwithstanding  this,  and  the  provisions  contained  in  article 
15  of  the  said  decree  of  the  11th  of  July,  1853,  the  citizen  President  insists  that  the 
return  of  thjB  duties  shall  be  made,  I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  so  state  to  me. 

R.  J.  GARCIA 

In  a  telegraphic  dispatch  to  the  governor  of  Puebla  it  is  stated  as  follows : 

Mexico,  April  6, 186a 

From  the  15th  of  October,  last  year,  it  was  ordered  that  all  the  duties  of  condnctas 
should  be  paid  at  the  ports,  and  it  has  so  been  taking  place;  finally,  on  the  22d  of  last 
month,  I  stated  to  you  by  telegraph  that  the  duties  of  tne  last  conducta  which  left  this 
.city  were  to  be  paid  entirely  at  Vera  Cruz. 

For  these  reasons,  and  as  the  order  of  October  annulled  any  anterior  disposition,  it  is 
necessary  that  you  should  direct  that  the  duties  spoken  of  in  your  telegram  of  to^y 
shaU  be  returned. 

ROMERO. 

The  governor  of  Puebla,  in  a  telegram  dated  the  7th  of  April,  states  as  follows: 
I  have  no  knowledge,  nor  do  I  believe  that  in  this  government  there  has  been,  of  the 
•  order  of  the  14th  of  October,  to  which  your  telegram  refers.    I  have,  notwithstanding, 
at  once  given  orders  to  the  fulministrador  of  the  revenues  to  make  the  return  of  duties 
that  you  order,  and  I  will  advise  you  when  that  operation  is  concluded. 

R.  J.  GARCIA 

In  answer  to  your  telegram  relating  thereto,  dated  to-day,  and  by  direction  of  the 
President,  I  renut  to  you  copy  of  the  oraer  of  the  14th  of  October  of  last  year,  by  which 
it  is  provided  that  aU  duties  caused  by  the  treasure  taken  by  conductas  to  the  ports 
shall  be  paid  at  the  ports. 

ROMERO. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  April  7, 1868. 

The  Governor  of  tlw  State  of  PuehUi, 

The  collector  of  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  a  telegram  dated  the  7th  of  Apnl, 
1868,  states  to  this  department  as  follows : 

Citizen  Minister  :  The  order  of  the  department  of  yesterday,  that  I  have  received 
to-day,  relating  to  the  collection  of  the  entire  duties  upon  the  last  conducta,  will  he 
duly  complied  with. 

My  inquiry  of  the  5th  was  occasioned  by  the  resistance  made  by  the  parties  interested 
to  the  double  payment  of  duties,  that  is  so  far  as  relates  to  those  of  circulation  and  the 
federal  contribution,  which  have  been  paid  in  the  places  of  the  transit  where  th» 
treasure  was  entered,  it  being  ur^ed  that,  having  already  paid  those  duties,  they  coaM 
not  be  comprehended  in  the  previous  disposition  of  your  department. 

To-day,  with  the  resolution  which  you  have  answered,  I  will  oblige  them  to  pay,  m 
there  can  be  no  doubt  they  should,  under  the  understAnding  that,  ii  they  refiose,  I  will 
order  the  treasure  upon  which  the  duties  are  exacted  to  be  deposited  m  the  custom- 
house, and  wUl  not  permit  its  extraction  until  the  duties  are  satisfied. 

The  parties  interested  pretend  that  there  should  be  extended  to  them  the  same  grace 
that  was  obtained  from  tne  government  by  the  commerce  of  the  C4ipital,  of  the  dedne- 
tion  of  seven  per  cent,  from  the  sum  which  each  one  receives,  and  umt  there  shall  not 
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be  collected  upon  this  the  export  duty ;  and  they  also  solicit  that  this  duty  shall  not  1be 
charged  upon  small  coin  which  cannot  be  exported. 

Afl  this  18  not  within  my  faculties  to  decide,  I  submit  it  to  the  decision  of  the  depart- 
ment, stating  at  the  same  time  that  in  some  of  the  permits  issued  from  the  capital 
which  contained  small  coin,  it  appears  that  the  export  was  collected. 

J.  A.  GAMBOA. 

By  telegraph  it  is  stated  to  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  as  fol- 
lows: .  .  * 

Mexico,  AprU  7, 1868. 

Several  merchants  of  your  port  have  represented  to  this  department  that  a  great  part 
of  the  sums  taken  by  the  conducta,  in  its  transit  from  Puebla  to  Vera  Cruz,  consists  in 
small  coin  that  cannot  be  exported,  and  the  rest  is  destined  to  remain  in  that  port  for 
the  payment  there  of  duties  caused  at  the  custom-house. 

In  virtue  of  this  the  citizen  President  directs  that  you  do  not  collect  export  duties 
nixm  the  smaU  coin,  nor  upon  the  funds  which  in  the  permits  are  stated  to  be  destined 
only  Got  that  port  and  not  for  exportation* 

TTie  duties  of  circulation  and  tlie  federal  contribution  collected  in  Puebla  have  been 
ordered  to  be  returned,  and  the  governor  of  the  State  advises  that  he  has  ordered  the 
same  to  be  returned  to  the  parties  interested. 

ROMERO. 

Mexico,  Jpnl  14, 1868. 
Trne  copies : 

J.  M.  GARMENDU, 

Cki^  Clerk. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xa  113.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  ApHl  20, 1868. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  47,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  in- 
stracting  me  to  express  to  President  Juarez,  in  behalf  of  the  Presitlent 
of  the  United  States,  felicitations  upon  his  escape  fix)m  the  peril  of  the 
rec^t  conspiracy  to  assassinate  the  President  and  other  members  of 
fliis  government,  1  sought  an  interview  with  the  President  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  has  to-day  taken  place,  in  company  with  Mr.  Lerdo  de 
Tejada. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department,  herewith,  a  trans- 
lation of  my  remarks,  which  were  in  Spanish,  and  from  memory,  on  that 
occasion. 

President  Juarez,  in  a  few  words  in  reply,  ejq)res8ed  his  deep  acknowl- 
edgments for  this  mark  of  attention  and  of  friendly  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  his  desire  that  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  might  in  every  way  be  strengthened  and  ren- 
dered more  intimate,  towards  which  end  his  efforts  would  always  be 
directed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  WrLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Prksidext:  When  I  received  information  of  the  wicked  conspiracy  which  threat- 
ciwd,  peAmgmf  tito  life  of  yonr  exceUency,  and  of  other  members  of  the  government, 
and  that  was  so  opportunely  frustrated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  I  passed 
immediately  to  the  department  of  relations,  and  to  visit  yonr  excellency,  to  express 
my  felicitatioDB,  and  in  anticipation  tho«e  of  my  government^  upon  the  fortunate  escape 
from  this  danger. 
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Afterwards  I  commnnicatM  this  information  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
by  whom  it  was  received  with  pain,  though,  after  our  own  exi>erience,  not  with  surprise. 
*I  have  now  received  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  express  in 
his  behalf  to  your  excellency  his  felicitations  upon  the  escape  of  your  excelleucy  from 
this  imminent  peril ;  and  I  am  authorized,  at  tne  same  time,  to  assure  your  excellency 
that  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  sincerely  sympat*hize  with  your 
excellency  in  your  arduous  and  enlightened  labors  directed  to  the  retrieval  of  the  for- 
tunes of  the  republic. 


Mr,  Pluinb  to  Mr  Seward. 

No.  114.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  April  20, 1868. 

Sir:  In  tbe  rebellious  that  have  taken  place  in  the  State  of  Yncatan, 
the  State  of  Guerrero,  and  the  State  of  Sinaloa.  local  questions  had  been 
urged  as  the  only  motives  for  revolt,  and  the  leaders  in  each  movement 
have  protested  that  they  still  respected  the  existing  federal  government. 

Now,  however,  the  flag  of  another  revolution  has  been  raised  in  this 
State,  and  the  leiader  puts  forward  the  name  of  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega, 
formerly  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  whom  he  claims  is  now  the 
legitimate  President  of  the  republic. 

The  nominal  leader  of  this  movement.  General  Negrete,  is  a  man  who 
has  belonged  to  all  parties,  and  was  for  a  time,  during  the  intervention, 
minister  of  war  of  President  Juarez.  He  has  as  yet  apparently  only  a 
few  hundred  men,  while  his  chief,  Gonzales  Ortega,  is  held  a  prisoner 
by  the  government,  at  Monterey. 

With  proper  energy  the  movement  should  instantly  be  suppressed; 
but  what  danger  there  is  lies  in  the  fact  that  in  the  present  state  of  dis- 
content all  of  the  disaffected  are  ready  to  rally  under  any  plausible  flag 
of  revolt,  and  it  is  believed  there  are  those  even  now  occupying  seats  in 
congress  who  would  be  willing  to  support  Ortega  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  President  Juarez  and  his  present  cabinet. 

I  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  translation  of  communications 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  addressed  to  the  minister  of  war,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  two  reported  actions  with  Negrete's  forces,  and  of  the 
proposed  plan  of  this  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


PRONUNCIAMENTO  of  NEGRETE  in  favor  of  GONZALES  ORTEGA 
[From  the  Diario  Oflclal,  city  of  Mexico,  April  12, 1668.— TrandatioiLl 

We  pnblish  the  foUowinff  official  communication  fix>m  Colonel  Contreras,  and  alio  a 
private  letter  from  that  officer  to  the  minister  of  war. 

The  government  had  before  sent  forces  to  pursue  the  bands  which  Negrete  has  united, 
and  on  learning  the  present  occurrences  it  has  immediately  taken  the  proper  measures. 

General  Veloz  left  this  city  to-day  with  additional  forces,  which,  united  with  thoee 
sent  before,  wiU  make  the  pursuit  effective. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR,  CORPS  OP  LANCERS  OF  TOLUCA— COLONEL-IN-CHIKF. 

As  I  announced  to  you  in  my  private  communication  of  this  mominir,  I  made  my  entry 
into  this  place  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  three,  in  union  witn  General  Galvam 
we  went  out  to  reconnoiter  the  suburbs,  and  outside  of  the  town,  in  the  direction  of  San 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  453 

Antonio,  towardB  the  east,  we  discoTered  a  body  of  cavalry  to  the  nnmber  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  nnder  the  command  of  General  Negrete,  (as  we  were  afterwards 
informed,)  marching  upon  the  place.  In  the  act  we  countermarched  and  arrived  in  the 
miciflt  of  them  at  the  qnartel. 

The  ^emy  made  his  principal  attack  upon  this  point.  Violentl  v  organizing  a  column 
of  thirty  men  on  foot,  under  my  immediate  orders,  I  charged  and  they  were  repulsed. 
Once  this  was  attained,  the  heights  were  occupied,  and  the  enemy  in  his  flight  occupied 
the  hill  of  Tezontle,  which  has  been  fortified  since  the  time  of  the  empire. 

The  attack  lasted  from  the  hour  mentioned  until  dark. 

In  our  force  we  have  to  lament  the  death  of  Colonel  Manuel  Robles,  and  four  wounded 
and  three  dead  of  the  troops. 

I  do  not  know  the  loss  of  the  enemv;  as  he  availed  of  the  darkness  to  retire,  leaving 
in  our  hands  four  horses  and  five  muskets. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Tulancingo,  April  9,  1868. 

GERMAN  CONTRERAS. 

To  the  Minister  of  War,  Mexico, 


Respected  Sir:  I  have  rejiorted  to  you  officially  what  occurred  in  the  jiassage  of 
amw  which  took  place  to-day,  and  I  have  now  to  refer  to  the  information  I  nave 
obtained  from  a  captain  and  a  sergeant  who  were  made  prisoners  bv  the  enemy  on 
^onda?  last,  and  placed  at  liberty  in  the  night  of  yesterday  by  General  Negrete. 

The  iatter  formed  all  Ms  force  on  the  plains  of  San  Antonio,  and,  haranguing  them, 
proclaimed  for  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega  as  legitimate  President  of  the  rei)ubUc,  for  the 
tnie  constitution  of  1857,  and  death  to  the  tyrant  Juarez  and  the  bandits  who  surround 
him. 

He  placed  at  liberty  the  officers,  prisoners,  t«»lling  them  not  to  sustain  the  usurpers 
or  they  would  afterwards  regret  it,  as  he  had  more  than  sufficient  elements  with  which 
to  make  war  upon  the  government. 

I  am  informed  by  the  same  officers  that  he  is  occupied  in  organizing  a  battalion  in 
the  barancas  of  San  Antonio,  Bnena  Vista,  some  twelve  leagues  from  this  place,  and 
that  he  is  already  in  considerable  force.  It  is  said  among  them  that  they  expect  General 
Gutierrez,  with  forty  officers,  for  the  complete  organization  of  their  forces,  and  also  that 
they  expect  a  battalion  from  this  capital  will  join  them. 

I  have  this  moment  learned  that  they  drew  off  to  feed  their  animals,  and  they  will 
renew  the  attack.  I  have  already  taken  the  necessary  precautions  to  frustrate  their 
further  attempts. 

Without  anything  more  for  the  present,  I  repeat  that  I  am,  &c., 

GERilAN  CONTRERAS. 

General  Ionacio  Mejia,  Mexico, 


[From  the  Diario  Oflclal,  of  April  19, 1868.— Tnuinlaton.] 
FORCE  OPERATING  AGAINST  THE  INSURGENTS. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR,  NATIONAL  ARMY— GEN ERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

I'nder  date  of  the  15th  instant  Colonel  German  Contreras  reports  to  me  as  follows: 

*'  I  place  in  your  knowledge  that  at  three  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  to-day,  this  place, 
garrigoned  by  the  corps  under  m^  orders,  was  attacked  by  the  united  bauds  under  the 
command  of  Negrete,  led  by  Luis  Leon,  Soto  Mayor,  Roz,  Noriega,  and  Antonio  C,  to 
the  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  and  seventy'  infantry,  taking  possession 
of  the  hill  of  Tezontle,  a  point  fortified  since  the  time  of  the  so-called  empire.  After 
three  hours  of  firing  the  enemy  drew  off  in  the  direction  of  Acasuchitlan.  Notwith- 
standing, until  this  moment  I  have  remained  awaiting  his  movements,  and  disposed 
to  resist  whatever  attempt  they  may  again  make  upon  the  place. 

"  The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  cannot  state  to  you  at  this  moment  with  due  detail,  but  by 
the  marks  of  blood  left  in  the  place  they  occupied,  it  must  bo  considerable. 

'^  As  soon  as  I  get  the  data  I  will  give  you  the  fuU  details. 

"  On  our  part  we  have  had  no  loss  whatever." 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you  for  your  information,  having  the  honor  to  state  to 
you  that  no  other  incident  has  occurred. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Tulancingo,  April  17, 1868. 

FRANCISCO  A.  VELEZ. 

The  Minister  of  War,  Mexico, 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  115.]  Legation  of  thiI  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  April  21, 1868. 

Sir  :  With  my  dispatch  No.  47,  of  the  13th  of  December,  I  transmitted 
to  the  department  a  copy  of  the  decree  issued  by  this  government  on 
the  27th  of  November  last,  revalidating  the  rights  of  the  company  en- 
gaged in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  this  capital, 
which,  it  was  alleged,  had  been  impaired  by  the  obtaining  of  a  prior 
concession  from  the  so-called  imi)erial  government,  and  I  remarked  that 
the  greatest  public  importance  of  this  decree  was  in  showing  that  capi- 
tal invested  in  the  vitally  important  work  of  railroad  building  in  this 
country  would  be  respected  under  all  the  changes  of  government  that 
could  possibly  occur. 

Eeferring  to  that  decree,  I  have  now  to  state  that  on  the  18th  instant, 
in  the  Mexican  congress,  by  a  vote  of  seventy -four  against  forty,  arejwrt 
of  a  special  committee  appointed  to  consider  that  concession  was  adopted, 
which  report  is  accompanied  by  a  resolution  declaring  the  said  decree 
suspended  until  it  shall  be  revised  by  congress. 

This  action,  which  is  the  most  important  that  has  been  taken  by  the 
Mexican  congress  since  it  assembled,  cannot  but  be  attended  \i^ith  seri- 
ous consequences,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  discussion  of  the  report  consumed  nearly  two  weeks  of  the  time 
of  congress,  of  which  only  about  another  month  remains  of  the  present 
session,  ana  was  very  bitter,  both  against  foreigners  and  against  the 
government. 

One  prominent  speaker  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering  a  project  of 
law  that  the  concession  should  not  only  be  declared  null,  but  that  the 
government  should  take  possession  of  the  road  already  completed,  and 
that  the  parties  interested  be  prohibited  firom  applying  for  this  or  any 
other  concession  whatever. 

A  prominent  journal  of  this  capital,  also,  since  this  vote  was  declared, 
in  eulogizing  congress  for  its  action  urges  that  hereafter  no  contract  of 
any  kind  be  made  with  foreigners. 

Thus  a  work  that  is  of  more  practical  importance  to  this  country  than 
any  political  question  that  can  now  be  agitated  is  paralyzed,  capital  is 
frightened  fix)m  the  country,  irritating  foreign  questions  are  raised,  and 
stejjs  are  taken  backward  rather  than  forward  by  this  people. 

The  action  that  has  been  taken  by  congress  with  reference  to  this 
decree  resolves  in  the  affirmative  a  question  that  had  been  supposed  to 
have  been  fully  decided  in  the  negative,  that  is,  as  to  whether  the  act* 
of  the  government  of  President  Juarez  during  the  exercise  of  his  extra- 
ordinary powers  were  open  to  revision  by  congress  or  not. 

The  uncertainty  to  which  this  will  give  rise  cannot  but  be  unfortu- 
nate for  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

E.  L.  PUJMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D,  C 
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Mr.  Flumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  117.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  ApHl  23, 18G8. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  translation  of  a  decree 
issued  by  this  government  on  the  2l8t  instant,  closing  the  port  of  Mazat- 
]m  to  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  so  long  as  it  is  withdrawn  from  obe- 
dience to  the  government. 

I  am,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.WiixiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washin{itonj  D.  0. 


DECREE  closing  THE  PORT  OP  MAZATLAN. 

[Pram  the  Diftrio  Ofidal,  City  of  Mexico,  April  SS,  1868.— Translatioii.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY   AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — SECTION   1. 

Under  thia  date  the  citizen  Presideut  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to 
me  the  foUowing  decree : 

Benito  Joarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  same,  be  it  known : 

That,  in  use  of  the  faculty  conceded  to  me  by  section  14  of  article  85  of  the  federal 
constitution,  I  have  thought  proper  to  decree  the  foUowing : 

Sole  Article :  The  port  of  Mazatlan  is  declared  closed  to  the  foreign  and  coasting 
trade  ao  long  as  it  is  withdrawn  from  obedience  to  the  ^vemment. 

Wherefore  I  order  that  this  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  due  compliance 
given  to  it. 

Dated  at  the  palace  of  the  federal  government  at  Mexico,  the  21st  of  April,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citizen  BIatias  Romero, 

Minitter  of  Treasury  and  Public  Credit 

And  I  oommnnicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  the  consequent  effects. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  April  21, 1868. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

« 
No.  118.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  ofMemcOy  April  23, 1868. 
Sir:  A  further  auction  with  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  purchase  of  bonds  of  the  English  and  Spanish  convention  debts  by 
this  goveiTiment,  was  held  on  the  21st  instant. 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  transla- 
tion of  the  order  directing  such  auction  to  be  held,  and  of  the  official 
report  of  the  result  of  the  same. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  remark  that  the  only  person  appearing  as  a 
voider  at  this  sale,  for  both  of  these  debts,  is  an  individual  who  is 
reported  to  be  a  confidential  agent  of  government  officials. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtoftj  D.  C. 
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IFrom  the  Diorio  Ofioial^  city  of  Mexico,  April  12,  IStfe.—TransIatioii.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBUC  CREDIT. — SECTION  2. 

The  President  of  the  republic  directs  that  on  Monday,  the  20th  instant,  the  fourth 
auction  shall  take  place  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  of  the  national  debt,  known 
as  the  interior  debt,  and  that  on  the  following  day  there  shall  take  place  the  third 
auction  for  the  redemption  of  bonds  belonging  to  the  extinguished  English  and  Spanish 
conventions. 

For  the  first  of  these  auctions  it  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  you  shall  assign 
at  least  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  for  the  second  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  augmenting  both  of  these  sums  to  the  maximum  fixed  by  the  law,  if 
the  circumstances  of  the  treasury'  will  permit. 

In  all  relating  to  these  two  auctions  you  will  be  guided  by  the  instructions  that 
have  been  given  to  you  with  reference  to  the  preceding. 

Indepen&nce  and  liberty!    April  11, 1868. 

ROMEKO. 

The  Treasurer-General  of  the  Xathn, — Present, 

Mexico,  April  11, 1868. 
A  true  copy. 

J.  M.  GARMENDIA,  ChirfCkrk. 


AUCTION  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  BONDS  OF  THE  ENGUSH  AND  SPANISH 

CONVENTIONS. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  city  of  Mexico,  April  22, 1868.— Tranalation.J 

The  general  treasury  of  the  nation  sends  to  us  for  publication  the  following: 
Jtesult  of  the  auction  held  to-day  with  the  »um  of  forty  thousand  dollarSf  desHned  to  the  tftia- 
guished  English  and  Spanish  conventions. 

EXTINGUISHED  ENGLISH  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  Goytia  sold,  at  thirty-six  per  cent.,  $41,666  66  for  $15,000  cash. 

EXTINGUISHED  SPANISH  CONVENTION. 

The  same  Mr.  Goytia  sold,  at  fourteen  per  cent.,  $178,571  43  for  $25,000  cash. 

RESUBf£. 

Amount  of  bonds  canceled $220,238  09 

Amount  of  cash  sold 40,000  00 

Gain  to  the  public  treasury 180,238  09 

Mexi(5o,  April  21, 1868. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Kg,  119.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  April  24, 186a 
SiB:  As  an  authoritative  statemeut  of  the  present  situation  of  this 
country  I  transmit  herewith  translation  of  remarks  made  by  a  govern- 
ment member  in  the  Mexican  congress,  on  the  22d  instant,  in  tiie  dis- 
cussion of  a  project  of  law  to  suspend  certain  constitutional  guarantees, 
and  to  give  certain  powers  to  the  executive,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  act 
more  effectively  in  the  punishment  of  conspiracies  and  other  offenses 
against  the  public  tranquillity;  of  a  report  with  reference  to  the  situa- 
tion in  the  State  of  Guerrero,  made  by  the  minister  of  government  to 
congress  on  the  same  day;  and  of  a  decree  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
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the  State  of  Tobasoo,  conferring  extraordinary  powers  upon  the  gov- 
eruor  of  that  Stat^,  to  the  end  of  enabling  him  to  maintain  the  public 
order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  W<ishingtonj  D.  0. 


SITUATION  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  April  23,  ie6e.~TraiiaUtion.1 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT^— SESSION  OF  THE  22d  OF  APRILy  1868. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  government  upon  the  8ii8X)ension  of  certain  constitu- 
tional j^uarantees  being  under  discussion,  Mr.  Joaquin  Baranda,  a  member  of  the  com- 
uiittee,  said : 

No  one  wiU  deny,  sir,  that  peace  and  internal  tranquillity  are  the  first  necessities  of 
society,  for  without  peace  no  government  is  possible,  without  tranquillity  there  can  be 
no  constitution. 

And  ore  we  in  fuU  peace  T  Has  Mexican  society  completely  recovered  its  normal  con- 
dition ?  Is  the  republic  living  tranquilly  under  the  shade  of  its  laurels,  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  its  mt«  victory  f    Let  us  see. 

There  is  Yucatan,  where  certain  bad  Mexicans,  coming  from  Cuba,  disowned  the 
le^timately  constituted  authorities,  inducing  the  garrison  of  the  capital  to  rebel,  and 
ovf  rtuming  completely  public  order  in  all  the  State ;  and  order  has  not  yet  been  re-estab- 
lished, if  we  may  judge  by  the  last  measure  taken  by  the  provisional  executive  sus- 
pending the  elections. 

There  is  Sinaloa,  where  Mexican  blood  is  being  profusely  shed  in  a  fratricidal  war. 

There  is  Puebla,  where  there  have  been  various  attempts  at  insurrection,  occasioned 
by  the  election  for  governor. 

There  is  Tabasco,  where  in  less  than  three  months  two  revolutions  have  been  dis^ 
covered  and  happilv  suppressed,  without  counting  the  invasion  of  the  petty  leader 
Joan  Jos^  Juarez,  who,  commissioned  by  the  mysterious  conspirators  of  tliis  capital, 
entered  the  State  after  having  surprised  the  island  of  Carmen  and  seized  the  money 
in  the  custom  house  and  some  material  of  war. 

There  is  Tamaulipas,  where  the  hydra  of  revolution  threatens  to  raise  its  deformed 
head. 

There  is  Quiroga,  seeking  to  overturn  publio  order  in  Nueva  Leon. 

There  is  Negrete,  who  invades  the  stiite  of  Mexico  with  the  flag  of  rebeUion  in  his 
hand.    There  are  the  highways  foil  of  kidnappers,  thieves,  and  assassins. 

There  is  the  capital  itself  of  the  nation,  m  whose  bosom  has  been  discovered,  not 
loitg  since,  a  wicked  plan  which  had  for  its  object  to  assassinate  the  President  and  other 
public  functionaries,  and  in  whose  principal  streets  are  perpetrated  frequent  and  abom- 
inable crimes. 

There  is,  finaUy,  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega,  who  has  not  yet  lost  the  illusion  of  being  the 
president  of  the  republic,  impeaching  him  who  now  worthily  fills  that  charge,  and  pub- 
ii-Hhing  his  im])eachment  in  various  papers,  an  impeachment  which  is  a  voic^  that  says 
to  the  discontented,  rise  in  insurrection,  you  have  stiU  an  apparent  motive  for  doing  so. 

Sir,  is  this  peace,  is  this  tranquillity  f  Evidently,  no.  What  shaU  be  done  to  obtain 
that  precious  good  f 

Will  it  be  observing  strictly  the  constitution  and  respecting  all  the  guarantees  which 
it  authorizes  f  No.  No  one  has  been  punished  in  Yucatan ;  Juan  Jo^  Juarez  has  not 
Wu,  nor  the  conspirators  in  this  capital. 

A  law  is  necessary,  not  so  severe  in  its  penalties  as  swift  in  its  proceedings,  that  wiU 
canse  its  action  quickly  to  be  felt  by  the  culpable. 

Society  does  not  punish  for  the  pleasure  of  punishing ;  it  punishes  to  restrain,  and 
thi^  justifiable  end  cannot  be  attained  by  delaying  the  application  of  the  penalty. 

These  are  the  powerful  reasons,  in  my  judgment,  whicfi  have  obliged  the  committee 
to  declare  in  force,  for  conspirators  only,  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  suspend- 
ing aa  a  previous  and  indispensable  measure  one  of  the  constitutional  guarantees,  that 
of  not  l)eing  tried  by  special  laws  or  tribunals. 

With  respect  to  other  ofienses,  we  ask  that  they  shall  be  tried  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  June,  1861,  and  December,  1856,  as  has  been  provided  in  resolutions  that  con- 
gress has  taken  on  other  occasions  of  a  similar  nature. 
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We  have  defended  amnesty  and  pardon  for  past  offenses ;  but  without  doing  yiolrace 
to  our  conscience  we  cannot  counsel  impunity  for  crimes  that  are  committ^  to-day, 
and  that  encourage  further  crimes  in  the  future.  • 

We  have  believed,  dlid  still  believe,  that  the  French  intervention  and  the  farce  of 
the  empire  were  to  be  the  final  admonition  to  our  i>olitical  enemieSj  and  that  overcome, 
and  overcome  absolutely  on  every  field,  they  would  now  merit  ratner  the  clemeoicy  of 
a  pardon  than  the  rigor  of  punishment. 

Since  the  independence,  our  unfortunate  country  has  traced  a  tortuous  and  bloody 
roa<l. 

What  is  the  cause  of  the  present  state  of  our  agriculture,  our  commerce,  and  onr 
industry  f  Revolution.  What  is  the  reason  our  country  is  so  unfortunate  wh«i  it 
should  be  so  happy  T  Revolution.  What  is  the  pretext  of  which  our  enemies  at  home 
have  availed  to  beg  foreign  intervention  T  Revolution.  What  is  the  apparent  motive 
upon  which  foreign  nations  have  pretended  to  inter\'ene  in  our  political  questions  and 
to  subjugate  us  f    Revolution.    Always  revolution. 

And  now,  when  we  haye  so  happily  terminated  our  second  war  of  independence,  can 
we  not  free  ourselves  from  this  terrible  situation,  that  causes  us  to  appear  before  the 
world  as  a  country  incapable  of  government  itself  T 

Sir,  can  we  not  have  i)eace  T    Peace,  the  aspiration  of  all  peoples  and  of  all  men! 

In  one  of  the  papers  of  this  city  an  article  is  published  to-day  which  refers  to  the 
report  we  are  discussing,  and  says :  "  Those  only  can  think  with  liberty  who  have  a 
special  privilege.    Awake,  democrats,  this  law  recalls  Santa  Anna." 

This  IS  a  gross  imposture,  for  in  article  6  of  our  project  of  law  it  is  clearly  stated 
"  offenses  of  the  press  are  not  included  in  tliis  law."  All  Mexicans,  therefore,  can  freely 
think  and  write  what  they  think,  and  print  it  and  circulate  it  everywhere,  without  fear 
of  being  included  in  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January. 

So  far  as  jurisdiction,  we  have  referred  to  constitutional  jurisdiction  j  and  it  excite« 
surprise  that  a  blind  constitutionalist,  so  to  speak,  believes  that  what  is  conceded  hy 
the  constitution  of  1857  can  recall  the  abominable  dictatorship  of  Santa  Anna. 

We  did  not  expect  to  be  accused  of  lack  of  constitutionalism  in  counseling  reprea- 
sive  measures  against  conspirators,  kidnappers,  thieves,  and  assassins. 

We  love  the  constitution ;  it  is  tne  glass  in  which  we  see  ourselves,  for  it  is  the  wiD 
of  the  people,  written  by  the  hand  of  their  representatives ;  but  we  do  not  profess  that 

Eharisaical  constitutionalism  which  some  parade.  We  do  not  wish  the  constitution  to 
e  an  arm  of  part.y ;  we  do  not  wish  it  to  be  a  mantle  with  which  criminals  are  to  be 
covered.  We  uesire  that  it  shall  be  preserved  pure  and  without  spot,  as  the  sacred  charter 
of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

We  beg  that  the  chamber,  without  fear  of  being  wanting  to  its  principles,  or  of 
violating  its  convictions,  will  be  pleased  to  vote  the  project  of  law  that  we  have  dis- 
cussed, because,  voting  the  law,  thev  will  vote  the  punishment  of  the  disturben  of 
public  order ;  and  with  this  ]>eace,  which  is  what  the  republic  most  requires  to  assnre 
its  triumphs,  will  develop  its  elements  of  greatness,  and  it  will  be  completely  free  and 
happy. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GUERRERO. 

(From  iho  Siglo  XLX,  April  33, 1868.— Translation.  1 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT^— SESSION  OP  APRIL  22,  1868. 

Mr.  DoRiA,  president.  The  minister  of  government  has  the  floor,  to  give  information 
with  reference  to  events  in  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

Mr.  Vallarta,  minister  of  government.  The  government  regrets  to  have  to  announce 
to  congress  that  the  situation  in  the  State  of  Guerrero  is  very  far  from  being  satis- 
factory. 

Greneral  Arce  has  reported  that  in  the  town  of  Tlapa  General  Pinzon  had  shot  the 
Prefect  Cano,  who  obeys  Jimenez ;  that  when  this  general  was  disposed  to  come  to  the 
capital,  as  well  as  General  Alvarez,  the  latter,  when  General  Jimenez  had  separated 
from  his  forces,  renewed  hostilities  against  them. 

It  is  not  known  if  the  act  of  Pinzon  was  committed  in  ignorance  of  the  agreement  of 
Alvarez  with  Jimenez. 

The  government  has  dictated  such  measures  as  it  believes  necessary ;  it  has  asked 
reports  from  General  Alvarez,  and  it  hopes  they  will  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  hasten 
the  return  of  that  State  to  the  constitutional  order. 

Mr.  DoRiA,  president.    The  session  is  adjourned. 
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EXTBAORDIN^Y  FACULTIES  CONCEDED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  TA- 
BASCO TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THAT  STATE. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  April  17, 1868^Traiii!latioii.l 

Felipe  J.  Sernt,  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Tabasco, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known  :  That  by  the  honorable  legislature  of  the 
State  there  has  been  addressed  to  me  the  following  decree : 

The  legislature  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Tabasco,  considering  the  absence 
of  any  result  from  the  lenitude  with  which  until  now  the  executive  has  treated  all 
those  who,  without  any  political  principles,  have  launched  themselves  upon  the  arena 
of  insnrrection,  that  the  country  is  again  threatened  by  a  vandalio  rebellion  which  it 
is  necessary  to  restrain  with  a  strong  hand,  in  use  of  its  faculties,  decrees : 

Akticle  1.  The  executive  is  authorized  immediately,  and  under  his  most  strict  re- 
sponsibility^  to  proceed,  at  his  discretion,  against  the  disturbers  of  the  public  repose 
anti]  peace  is  restored  to  the  State. 

Art.  2.  He  can,  in  consequence,  first,  orj^anize  and  place  under  arms  all  the  national 
goani  of  the  State,  and  in  such  force  as  is  sufficient  for  the  object.  Second,  procure 
pecuniary  resources  in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  most  convenient,  pledging  there- 
lor  the  revenues  of  the  State.  Third,  arrest  and  imprison  and  expel  from  the  State  all 
aeeret  conspirators.  Fourth,  severely  punish  all  conspirators  discovered,  and  proceed- 
ing, at  his  discretion,  in  all  relating  to  the  public  tranquillity. 

Abt.  3.  The  executive  is  eminently  responsible  before  congress  fAr  the  public  tran- 

SoUlitv  of  the  State  and  the  use  he  may  make  of  the  faculties  conceded  to  him,  of  which 
e  will  give  an  account  to  the  legislature,  as  well  as  that  the  peace  of  the  State  shall 
beareiuity. 
The  executive  will  be  informed  of  the  same,  and  will  direct  its  compliance. 
Mabch  9,  1868. 

SAN  JUAN  BAUTISTA. 
Josi  Victor  Fernandez,  Secretary, 
JuAK  FkmbA,  SecreUmf, 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  for  its  exact  compli- 
ance.   House  of  government  at  San  Juan  Bautista,  March  9, 1868. 

FELIPE  J.  SERRA- 
P.  SOA  Y  Ortez,  ChUf  Clerk. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  121.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  April  28, 1868, 
8iB :  Advices  have  been  received  by  this  government,  which  have 
been  confirmed  through  private  channels,  that  a  decisive  battle  took 
place  on  the  8th  instant,  between  the  government  forces  and  those  of 
the  insurgents  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  in  which  the  latter  were  completely 
routed  and  a  considerable  number  taken  prisoners. 

It  is  also  stated  that  on  the  9th  instant  the  town  of  Mazatlan  was 
reoccupied  by  the  constitutional  forces  nnder  Governor  Eubi. 

The  recent  decree  closing  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  transmitted  with  my 
dispatch  No.  117,  of  the  23d  instant,  may  therefore,  I  presume,  from  its 
tenor,  be  considered  as  no  longer  operative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washbigton,  B.  C. 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  May  12, 1868. 

Sir  :  One  of  the  embarrassments  to  which  commerce  is  subjected  in 
this  country  is  the  exaction  of  local  duties  upon  merchandise  passing 
from  the  ports,  or  place  of  its  introduction,  through  the  different  States 
to  its  destination  in  the  interior. 

This  is  especially  felt  at  the  points  as  at  this  capital,  where  the  mesms 
of  transjjortation  are  changed  and  merchandise  is  delayed  by  the  neces- 
sary  arrangements  for  its  further  conveyance,  or  other  reasons,  for  periods 
of  greater  or  less  duration. 

On  the  1st  instant  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  which 
should  obviate  this  difficulty,  as  it  provides  that  no  duties  shall  be  col- 
lected by  any  State  upon  the  simple  transit  of  merchandise  through  its 
territory. 

On  the  same  day,  however,  an  executive  order  was  issued  through  the 
department  of  treasury,  which  prescribes  that  the  period  for  which  mer- 
chandise passing  through  this  capital,  and  being  delayed,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  exemption  from  local  duties,  shall  be  limited  to  ten  days;  and 
that,  passing  that  period,  those  duties  shall  be  collected  upon  such  mer- 
chandise, although  the  same  may  not  be  destined  for  consumption  at  this 
place,  and  will  have  again  to  pay  similar  charges  at  the  place  of  its  final 
destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department,  herewith,  translations 
of  the  law  of  congress,  and  the  executive  order  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon,  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  C. 


transit  duties  on  merchandise. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  May  7, 1S68.— TransUtion.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBUC  CREDFr.— SECTION  1. 

Under  this  date  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to 
me  the  following  decree : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  same,  be  it  known  that  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  Union  has  thon^t 
proper  to  decree  the  following : 

TTie  congress  of  the  Union  decrees : 

Sole  article.  No  State  can  coUect  duties  for  the  simple  transit  of  merchandise,  nor 
impose  under  any  denomination,  upon  the  products  of  other  States,  greater  contribu- 
tions than  those  exacted  upon  its  own  products. 

Hall  of  sessions,  Mexico,  May  1, 1868. 

FRANCISCO  TRAREO, 
PrmdetkU 

GunxERMO  Valle,  Secretary. 

Joaquin  Maria  Alcade,  Secretary, 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliaDce 
be  ^ven  to  it. 

National  palace  in  Mexico,  May  2, 1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  of  Treasury  and  Public  Credit. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the  corresponding  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !  Mexico,  May  2, 1868. 

ROMERO* 
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[Tranalation.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AXD  PUBLIC  CREDIT.— «ECTION  1. 

Having  been  taken  into  consideration  the  reasons  manifested  first  by  Mendoza  and 
Sobono,  and  afterwards  b^  Kauffinan,  Grane  &  Co.,  merchants  of  this  pUce,  in  solicit- 
ing that  upon  merchandise  introduced  into  this  capital,  in  transit  for  i>oints  in  the 
interior,  there  shall  not  be  exacted  the  duties  known  as  local  duties,  when  neither  the 
whole  nor  a  part  of  the  same  are  caused ;  and  taking  into  consideration  also  certain 
reports  that  the  supreme  government  has  thought  proper  to  ask  with  reference  to  the 
aflair  to  aid  in  forming  its  judgment,  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  thought 
proper  to  determine,  in  comormity  with  the  provisions  of  article  12  of  the  law  of  the 
16tn  of  December,  1861,  when  treating  of  the  place  where  the  duty  of  counter  register 
shall  be  caused,  that  upon  efiects  introduced  into  this  city  in  transit  there  shaU  not 
be  collected  any  duties  except  upon  the  effects  that  may  remain  here,  permitting  that 
the  whole  or  the  part  continue  on  to  its  destination,  with  only  the  corresponding  note 
npoQ  the  respective  passes ;  but  with  the  understanding  that  the  time  conceded  for 
Rich  effects  as  are  to  continue  on,  to  remain  in  de|>osit  here,  shall  be  ten  days,  coimted 
from  the  date  of  their  entrance,  and  that  they  shall  remain  in  the  custom-house  ware- 
houses ;  and  that  passing  that  term  it  shall  be  considered  that  duties  become  due,  and 
that  in  such  eaae  the  effects  may  be  taken  out  or  left,  under  the  obligation  of  pacing 
tiw  local  duties  and  storage  established  or  that  may  be  established. 

I  state  the  same  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  consequent  ends. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  May  1, 1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  Collector, 

Charged  with  the  collection  of  the  reventie  of  the  federal  diatrioL 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  131.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  May  20,  1868. 

8iE :  On  the  5th,  8th,  and  11th  instants,  respectively,  I  received  from 
Mr.  Ulrich,  consul  at  Monterey,  the  letters  and  inclosure  of  which  I 
transmit  copies  and  translation  herewith,  communicating  the  details  of 
an  outrage  inflicted  upon  six  American  citizens  at  that  place  on  the  22d 
oltimo,  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Noevo  Leon. 

The  character  of  this  outrage  is  such  that  it  can  with  difficulty  be 
treated  with  calmness,  and  1  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  immediately  to 
address  to  this  government  a  strong  communication  upon  the  subject, 
but  for  the  fact,  stated  by  Mr.  Ulrich,  that  he  had  already  written  to  the 
department  giving  information  of  the  occurrence,  and  it  appearing, 
therefore,  to  be  my  proper  course  to  await  your  instructions  before  tak- 
ing any  action  in  the  premises.  For  this  reason  I  have  made  no  allusion 
to  the  affair,  as  yet,  with  this  government. 

I  had  expected,  however,  that  it  would  voluntarily  have  made  some 
reference  to  it,  and  would  have  sought  occasion  to  express  regret  that 
such  an  occurrence  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Mexico 
should  have  taken  place ;  but  although  the  outrage  was  alluded  to  in 
the  papers  of  this  city  on  the  7th  instant,  and  on  the  9th  the  govern- 
ment published,  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  the  communication  from  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  governor  of  Nuevo  Leon,  of  which  I 
inclose  translation  herewith,  no  manifestation  whatever  has  been  made 
to  me  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  government  with  reference  to  the  affair. 

It  is  perhaps  my  duty  to  add,  as  I  do  with  disappointment  and  regret, 
that  the  conviction  is  being  forced  upon  my  mind,  by  my  observations 
here,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  official  action  of  this  government,  or 
however  enlightened  and  friendly  may  be  the  sentimente  personally  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


462^  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

President  Juarez  and  his  cabinet,  there  is  a  feeling  existing  in  this 
country  towards  foreigners  in  general,  to  which  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  do  not  form  an  exception,  that  is  the  occasion  of  the  com- 
mission of  such  acts  as  that  which  has  occurred  at  Monterey,  and  which 
affords  grounds  for  serious  apprehensions  as  to  the  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary^of  State^  Wdshington^  D.  C 


Mr,  ZriHch  to  Mr,  Plumb, 

Consulate  op  the  UNrrsD  States, 

Monterey^  April  24, 1868, 

SiK :  A  very  disagreeable  occurrence  has  taken  place  here,  which  wlU  probablv  come 
to  your  notice  tlirough  the  newspapers,  and  I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  the  facts  of 
the  case,  both  to  yoursi^lf  and  the  Stat-e  Department,  that  you  may  have  a  better  idea 
as  to  what  has  happened  than  you  could  form  from  newspaper  statements,  which  &r« 
always  more  or  less  highly  colored. 

A  few  nights  ago,  two  Americans  resident  here,  merchants,  became  slightly  intoii- 
cated,  and  were  taken  in  charge  by  four  other  American  citizens,  their  friends,  (respect- 
able, well-behaved  men,)  to  take  them  to  their  homes.  WTiile  on  the  way  the  whole 
party  were  arrested  by  the  police,  and  put  into  the  coqimon  jail  with  the  condemned 
criminals  of  the  State,  contrary  to  usage  here,  as  tem^rary  delinquents  are  nsoally 
placed  in  an  outside  room  under  Kuard.  The  next  morning  they  were  ordered  to  clesn 
the  movable  privies  of  the  jail  ana  to  perform  other  degrading  duties,  to  do  which  some 
of  them  refrised,  when  two  of  them  were  very  severely  beaten  by  the  jailor,  the  marks 
of  which  are  stiU  upon  their  persons,  and  all  this  before  they  had  been  examined  hy 
the  authorities  as  to  their  culpability. 

When  they  were  examined  oy  the  alcalde  Ist,  next  ihoming,  he,  without  any  investi- 
gation of  the  case,  ordered  the  whole  party  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  each,  but  on  beioff 
remonstrated  with  by  some  of  them  that  such  a  decision  was  very  ui^ust,  as  fooi  (u 
them  were  entirely  innocent  of  any  offense,  he  remitted  the  fine  as  to  the  four,  fining 
merely  the  two  who  liclmitted  that  they  had  been  intoxicated,  and  afterwards  remitted 
also  the  fine  of  these  two,  as,  on  examination  of  the  case,  he  found  it  very  doubtfol  if 
any  of  them  had  been  guilty  of  creating  disorder  in  the  street. 

The  party  who  was  most  severely  beaten  was  one  of  the  four  who  were  not  dnmk. 

The  case  is  creating  considerable  excitement  here,  and  is  now  on  the  way  for  trial 
before  the  tribunal  supreme  of  the  State. 

Above  you  have  the  facts,  of  which  I  am  personally  cogniEant,  and  you,  better  than 
myself,  can,  from  your  knowledge  of  these  jieople,  decide  now  much  of  this  treatment 
of  these  Americans  arises  from  the  general  unkind  feeling  towards  foreigners.  The 
tone  of  the  papers  since  the  close  or  the  intervention,  ana  the  legislation  in  congress 
as  regards  "  estraivjeros,"  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Americans  are  not  intended  to 
be  included  in  them,  stiU  have  the  tendency  to  array  anything  but  a  kindly  feeling  to- 
wards us,  as  the  great  mass  of  ignorant  Mexicans  include  in  their  animosity  all  clMset 
of  foreigners,  Americans  not  excepted. 

As  I  said  before,  I  merely  write  to  yourself  and  the  department  the  facts  above,  thst 
you  may  clearly  understand  the  case.  The  persons  maltreated  are  quite  respectable 
men.  and  men,  too,  who  will  not  let  the  matter  rest.  If  anything  farther  occurs,  and  the 
legal  tribunals  fail  to  do  justice,  I  will  write  you  again  on  the  subject. 

1  think  it  is  but  justice  to  the  people  here  to  8tat«,  that  they  are  generally  indignant 
at  the  proceeding,  a  great  deal  of  which  feeling,  however,  I  am  satisfied  arises  from 
their  hostility  to  some  of  the  "  oficiales"  implicated,  who  are  generally  unpc^ular,  more 
than  from  any  regard  for  the  persons  ii^ured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VLSaCHfCmmL 

Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

UniM  8Utte9  Charg^  d^  Affaires  J  Mexico, 
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Mr,  Ulrich  to  Mr.  Flumb. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Monterey,  Mexico,  April  26,  1868. 
&r:  Referring  yoa  to  my  dispatch  dated  24th  instaut,  I  bes  to  call  your  atteution  to 
an  article  on  th«  same  subject  in  the  Atalaya  newspaper  published  in  this  city,  which 
1  ioelose  herewith. 

I  hATe  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ULRICH,  ConsuL 
Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

Churg^tPAffairet  of  the  United  States,  Mexico, 


Mr,  Ulrich  to  Mr,  Flumh, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Monterey,  April  29,  1868. 

Sib:  On  the  24th  and  26th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  send  yon  two  communications 
recardin^  the  recent  case  of  ill  treatment  of  several  Americans  in  this  city. 

1  now  mclose  copy  of  an  extra  published  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  the  statements  there- 
in being  as  nearly  in  accordance  with  the  fiicts  of  the  case  as  is  possible. 

k%  reference  is  made  in  the  extra,  and  in  the  Atalaya  newspaper  sent  you  26th  instant, 
to  Sefior  Narciso  Davila,  secretary  to  Governor  Trevifio,  I  consider  that  it  is  no  more 
than  proper  for  me  to  state  that  when  the  arrest  was  made  by  his  order  given  from  the 
balcony  of  the  palace  the  policeman,  finding  four  of  the  Americans  entirely  sober,  went 
to  him  and  represented  the  fact,  notwithstanding  which  he  ordered  them  to  be  arrested, 
and  gave  orders  also  that  they  should  be  placed  in  the  common  jail,  instead  of  be- 
ing treated  merely  as  detenidos ;  at  the  same  time  he  was  waited  on  by  a  very  respect- 
able young  Mexican  gentleman,  who  was  with  the  party  of  Americans,  who  stated  to 
him  also  that  the  most  of  the  party  were  sober,  and  none  of  them  making  a  disturb- 
ance, which  was  also  of  no  avail. 

The  general  belief  here  is  that  Seftor  Davila  will  resign  his  secretaryship,  and  go  to 
Kexico  as  a  member  of  congress,  to  which  he  was  elected  at  the  last  election. 

The  examination  of  the  case  is  still  going  on  before  the  "  Juez  de  Letras,''  and  al- 
though much  delay  may  result,  still  there  seems  every  eflfort  will  be  made  by  the  au- 
thorities to  right  the  matter,  and  the  probability  is  that  everything  necessary  will  be 
done. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ULRICH,  Consul 

Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

United  States  ChargS  ^Affaires,  Mexico. 


fPhn  £1  Atalaya,  a  newspaper  pnbliabed  at  Monterey,  Mexieo,  Ko.  51,  issue  of  April  96, 1868.— Trans* 

lation.j 

8CAKDAIX>US  OCCUKRKNCB— ATTACK  UPON  INDIVIDUAL  QUAKANTEES. 

On  Wednesday  last,  between  ten  and  eleven  o^clock  in  the  evening,  six  American  citi- 
teoB  were  arreeted  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  governor  when  passing  beneath  the 
balcony  of  the  palace,  upon  the  frivolous  pretext  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  were  talk- 
ing in  a  loud  voice,  on  account  of  being  somewhat  excited  in  consequence  of  a  reunion 
at  which  they  had  been  present,  celebraring  the  arrival  of  one  of  their  friends.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  prison,  all  that  they  had  upon  their  persons,  except  their  watches,  was  taken 
from  thenif  and  they  were  thrust  in  among  all  the  common  criminals,  this  also  being 
done  by  express  order  of  the  secretary,  as  was  declared  by  the  police  who  made  the 
airest  After  having  served  as  the  objects  of  the  jeers  and  scoffs  of  the  criminals  dur- 
ing the  whole  night,  two  of  the  Americans,  Messrs.  Liechardt  and  Potter,  were  ordered 
to  wunerel  oabailo  (as  the  barrel  is  called  in  which  are  accumulated  the  urine  and  excre- 
ments of  the  prisoners)  from  one  part  of  the  court-yard  to  another,  and  having  refused 
at  first  to  perform  this  humiliating  and  degrading  work,  they  were  lashed  with  a  cow- 
hide, and  lour  of  the  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  sweep  the  court-yard,  one  of  them  also 
being  beaten  on  the  ^etext  that  he  did  not  sweep  welh 

Tins  is  a  siniple  narrative  of  the  facts,  as  we  have  heard  them  from  the  lips  of  one 
of  the  outraged  party:  and  it  gives  rise  to  serious  and  very  grave  reflections. 

In  the  first  place,  wnat  authority  has  the  secretary  of  the  governor  to  send  to  prison 
peaceable  merchants  and  mechanics?   We  believe  he  has  none.    What  law  is  there  by 
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which  persons  temporarily  arre«tM  are  obliged  to  be  pnt  in  with  the  condemned  priaonerer 
and^  what  is  still  more  serious,  that  such  persons  can  be  punished  in  an  outragoos  and 
unparalleled  manner,  when  it  is  not  yet  known  whether  they  are  delinquents  or  not  f 
This  is  one  of  those  outrages  of  which  we  have  had  no  example  in  this  country,  and 
that  has  produced,  and  justly  so,  a  general  indignation  among  all  our  population,  sU  well 
among  the  natives  as  among  the  foreigners,  who  are  more  directly  affected  by  this 
occurrence,  and  there  is  a  universal  demand  that  prompt  and  full  justice  shall  be 
administered,  punishing  the  culpable  parties  in  this  affair  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

The  susceptibility  of  the  American  government,  when  treating  of  the  protection  of 
its.  citizens,  is  well  known,  and  this  oceurrence  may  bring  serious  consequences,  and 
give  rise  to  international  reclamations,  which  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  when,  up  to 
now,  the  relations  bet  ween  the  Mexican  government  and  the  United  States  have  been  so 
cordial.  Considering  the  affair,  therefore,  under  this  point  of  view,  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  culpable  parties,  whoever  they  may  be,  shall  be  pnnisheid  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  as  well  to  avoid  such  reclamations  as  also  to  tranquilize  the  public,  which  u 
greatly  alarmed,  as  no  one  can  rest  se^^ure  that  he  may  not  be  exposed  to  similar  or 
greater  outrages.  We  should  mention  that  one  of  the  injured  parties,  Mr.  Potter,  has 
been  here  more  than  a  year  endeavoring  to  recover  the  amount  of  some  arms  sold  by 
him  in  the  time  of  the  war  against  the  French,  and  which  have  been  of  good  service  to 
the  national  cause.  Besides,  this  gentleman  had  not  taken  anything  that  night,  and 
only  accompanied  the  others.  Webave  made  this  statement  for  the  purpose  that  the 
facts  may  l)e  known,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  the  affair  will  be  treated  in  the  foreign 
press,  which  is  only  too  ready  to  magnify  such  occurrences,  describing  the  country  u 
in  a  state  of  complete  anarchy,  without  any  security  for  foreigners,  we  wish  to  record 
the  indignation  of  all  the  sensible  people  of  this  capital  in  reference  to  the  affair  refer- 
red to.  In  conclusion,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  day  following,  the  gentlemen 
above  mentioned  were  place<l  at  liberty  by  the  first  alcalde ;  that  an  examination  is  being 
prosecuted,  as  we  are  informed,  with  much  activity,  by  the  1st  Juez  de  Leirtu,  and  we 
are  sure  that  prompt  justice  will  be  administered. 


[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  of  May  9, 186a— TnmsUtion.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  FOBEION  RELATIONS. 

In  the  newspaper  the  Atalaya,  of  Monterey,  it  is  stated  that  by  a  governmental 
order  there  were  arrested  in  that  city  six  American  citizens,  and  that  in  prison  they 
suffered  ill  treatment;  adding,  however^  that  they  were  immediately pUieed  at  liberty, 
and  that  the  first  alcalde  of  that  city  was  actively  making  an  examination  into  the&cU 
in  onler  to  administer  prompt  justice. 

In  view  of  this  information  the  President  of  the  republic  has  directed  that  I  should 
address  to  you  this  comnmnication,  in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  inform  this  de- 
partment regarding  the  occurrence  referred  to,  and  in  order  that,  if  true,  you  may  be 
pleased  to  address  to  whom  it  may  correspond,  an  excitative  to  prompt  and  strict  jna- 
tice,  asking  that  the  judge  or  tnbunal  that  has  cognizance  of  the  case  opportimely 
communicate  what  may  be  resolved  in  the  same. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  May  9,  1868. 


The  Citizen  Governor 

o/  tlw  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Monterey, 


LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  61.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  23, 1868. 
Sir  :  During  tbe  last  two  weeks  the  press  has  published  telegraphic 
dispatches,  which  seem  to  have  come  from  Monterey,  in  Mexico,  aad 
which  give  information  of  gross  indignities  alleged  to  have  been  practiced 
at  that  place  upon  several  citizens  ot  the  XJnited  States  residing  or 
sojourning  there.  Our  first  official  and  authentic  information  upon  the 
subject  was  received  this  morning  in  three  written  dispatch^  fr#m  the 
United  States  consul  at  Monterey,  of  the  dates  respectively  of  the  23d 
and  26th  of.  April,  and  the  6th  of  May. 
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By  those  papers  I  learn  that  the  proceedings  complained  of  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the  judicial  authorities  of  Monterey, 
and  farther,  that  full  accounts  of  the  tniusactions  in  question  were  fiir- 
nidied  to  you  immediately  after  their  occurrence. 

Presuming  that  you  have  already  taken  proper  measures  concerning 
the  transactions  complained  of,  I  await  with  considerable  solicitude  your 
report  thereupon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAIVI  H.  SEWABD. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  132.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  May  23, 1868. 

Sm :  It  will  be  with  unfeigned  regret,  1  well  know,  that  the  govern- 
ment  and  people  of  the  Unit^  States  will  learn  that  the  era  of  pronun- 
ciamentos  is  apparently  again  retiming  to  this  country. 

As  I  have  said  before,  no  political  movement  to  erect,  any  other  in  the 
place  of  the  constitutional  government  is  now  x)08sible.  That  govern- 
ment is  to  be  maintained,  or  none  can  be. 

So,  all  movements  to  take  up  arms  now  are  simply  attacks  upon  pub- 
lic order  and  upon  property.  Yet  such  movements  have  commenced^ 
and  there  are  armed  forces  in  resistance  to  the  government  in  various 
parts  of  the  republic. 

The  latest  of  these  movements  are  pronunciamentos  that  have  taken 
place,  firsts  in  the  mountain  range  that  separates  this  valley  from  that  of 
Cnemevaca,  under  the  leadership  of  Aureliano  Eivera;  and  secondly, 
in  the  mountainous  district  in  the  State  of  Queretaro.  known  as  the 
Sierra  Gorda,  which  was  for  many  years  the  impregnable  retreat  of  the 
Indian  general,  Mejia,  who  was  shot  with  Maxinulian. 

This  movement  is  under  the  nominal  leadership  of  a  Colonel  Velasquez, 
who  it  is  stated  was  formerly  an  adjutant  of  G^eral  Mejia. 

The  mountain  range  of  Ajusco,  within  sight  of  this  city,  where  Aure- 
liano Rivera  has  pronounc>ed,  was  his  former  refuge  when  serving,  as  he 
did  effectively  as  a  partisan  leader,  in  the  liberal  cause  against  Miramon, 
and  afterwards  against  the  French ;  and  the  latter  alone  have  been  able 
to  dislodge  him  frt>m  it. 

Neither  of  these  movements  embraces  more  than  a  few  hundred  men, 
and  this  number  is  perhaps  likely  rather  to  be  diminished  than  increased ; 
but,  like  the  roving  bands  of  kidnappers  now  infesting  the  country,  they 
may  be  sufficient  to  remain  as  festering  sores. 

While  such  movements  can  neither  overthrow  the  government  nor 
boild  up  another,  they  are  capable  of  much  mischief,  and  their  greatest 
danger  is  in  the  aid  they  render  to  a  general  process  of  disorganization.. 

But  the  feature  of  the  pronunciamento  of  Aureliano  Rivera  that  bears 
chief  importance  is  the  presence,  attached  to  his  manifesto,  of  a  number 
of  names,  some  of  them  of  persons  of  prominence  and  intiuence,  who 
are  known  to  be  disaffected  to  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  but 
who  as  yet  have  taken  no  active  or  open  part,  and  regarding  whom  it  is 
nncertam  whether  they  are  really  committed  or  not. 

Three  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  so  attached  have  published 
deiiial#that  they  had  authorized  such  use  of  their  names ;  but  up  to  the 
present  time  that  is  the  total  number  of  denials  that  has  appeared. 
30  J>  o— VOL.  n 
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It  is  also  asserted,  but  denied  by  him  from  his  prison  at  Monterey, 
that  this  movement,  as  well  as  that  previously  made  by  ^egrete,  has  the 
sanction  and  is  in  the  interest  of  General  Gonzalez  Ortega. 

Whether  the  names  attached  to  the  proclamation  of  Rivera  have  been 
used  with  authority  or  not,  there  is  a  probability  that  if  the  States  become 
generally  disaffected — and  there  is  great  opposition  to  .several  of  the 
governors,  who  it  is  claimed  are  too  much  under  federal  influence — some 
of  the  generals  mentioned  may  take  an  active  and  influential  part  against 
the  government.  . 

All  of  these  facts  leave  an  anxious  feeling  in  the  public  mind. 

It  is  undeniable  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  discontent  throughout 
the  country,  and  that  the  state  of  insecurity  and  of  commercial  and 
industrial  prostration  has  reached  a  degree  that  detracts  very  greatly 
from  the  influence  and  prestige  of  the  general  government,  and  that  if 
continued  may  produce  serious  results. 

A]!  the  disaft'ected,  also,  act  against  a  common  opponent.  If  some 
relief  had  been  given  to  the  material  interests  of  the  country,  the  pres- 
ent situation  might  have  been  different. 

Inclosed  herewith,  I  tmnsmit  to  the  department  full  translations  of 
the  proclamations,  &c.,  herein  referred  to,  among  which  I  beg  to  call 
tittention  to  certain  expressions  in  that  issued  in  the  State  of  Queretaro. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoUr  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashingtOHy  D.  C. 


PRONINCIAMENTO  OF  AURELIANO  RIVERA. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  May  14, 1866.— TraDslation.l 

AURELIAXA    KIVERA. 

Some  of  the  pui>er8  of  this  capital  having  asked  for  information  as  to  what  ha*  oc- 
i-niTwl  with  ie»pect  to  the  pronunciamento  of  Aureliauo  Rivera,  we  proceed  to  isitisfr 
the  public  curi<KHlty,  statiuji^  what  we  know : 

Until  recently  that  individual  was  in  this  capital,  without  giving  ostensihle  proofrof 
-distrust  to  the  government,  which  has  always  extended  to  him  favors  and  distinction*: 
and  although  tTie  authorities  had  information  that  he  was  conspiring  in  connection 
with  others,  it  did  not  desire  to  proceed  a^rainst  him,  in  order  not  to  act  too  hastily,  or 
to  lead  it  to  be  said  that  it  has  violated  individual  rights ;  for  all  of  which  reasoiw  it 
was  thought  nrudent  to  wait  until  the  data  should  be  sufficient  to  justify  a  determinfl- 
tion  of  that  character,  and  with  this  our  esteemed  colleague,  the  Siglo  XIX,  will  find 
explained  the  conduct  of  the  government. 

Escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  Rivera  lately  disappeart^,  atfd  proceeding  to 
A^jusco  there  pronounced  against  the  constitutional  order,  founding  the  motives  of  Tiis 
disol>edienoe  in  certain  reasons  that  do  not  merit  being  taken  into  serious  consideration, 
and  which  have  already  served  as  a  pretext  to  others  for  the  maintenance  of  anarchy  and 
the  neutralization  of  the  elibrts  that  are  being  made  to  complete  the  organizaticm  of 
the  country. 

It  is  stated  that  some  few  disaffected  persons  have  gone  with  him,  but  the  movement, 
according  to  our  information,  is  entirely  without  importance,  and  the  neicessaiy  meas- 
ures have  already  been  taken  to  restore  to  its  normal  state  the  order  disturbed  in  the 
locality  where  Aureliauo  Rivera  desires  to  impose  his  authority,  and  to  light  the  torch 
of  discord. 

A  printed  proclamation  has  reached  our  hands,  which  we  insert  below,  and  by  it  will 
be  seen  the  ]dan  which  Aureliauo  Rivera  proposes  to  follow. 

In  this  document  there  is  nothing  which  specially  calls  attention,  except  the  singular 
fact  that  it  mentions  certain  individuals,  of  whom  some  are  dischai]^g  pubHc  tnwtft, 
and  who  we  trust  will  state  that  it  is  not  true  that  they  are  complicat^sd  in  the  iMn^ 
rcction  that  Aureliano  Rivera  has  instigated. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO,  467 

The  following  is  the  proclamation  to  which  we  refer : 

TO  THE  NATION. 

When,  a  few  months  ago,  the  heroic  Mexican  people  etruggled  agaiunt  the  French 
invafiiou,  to  ansore  their  independence,  and  against  the  insensate  pretensions  of  the 
rriminal  empire,  to  guarantee  the  republican  principles  proclaimed  since  the  era  of  our 
lint  emancipation,  1810;  when,  a  few  nionth8ago,tney  generously  shed'in  ton-ents  their 
hlood  upon  the  altar  of  the  country  to  reconquer  by  this  means  the  precious  rights  that 
an  indolent  foreigner  llltd  usurpec},  we  believed  in  the  triumph  and  we  had  full  faith  in 
the  rictorv  of  the  people. 

But  with  pain  we  have  seen  that  later  it  would  be  necessary  to  continue  the  struggle 
a^ain^t  domestic  oppressors,  who  have  pretended  to  repel  the  Kuropean  tyrants  in  order 
to  Aupplant  them  tliemselves. 

With  pain  wo  have  seen  that  the  constitution  and  the  laws  we  have  applauded  are 
alrfsuly  mortally  wounded  by  those  who  owe  to  them  their  titles,  their  consideration, 
Mil  the  fullness  of  their  authority. 

Dim  Benito  Juarez,  who,  by  an  incalculable  misfortune,  came  into  the  exercise  of 
]N)wer  at  a  time  of  disturbance  and  of  revolution ;  who  has  goveme<l  always  with  dic- 
tatorial powers,  and  who  for  a  long  series  of  years  has  held  the  supreme  power  in  his 
bands  without  check,  without  ^ving  an  account  of  its  exercise,  and  without  other  limits 
than  his  will  or  his  ambition ;  Don  Benito  Juarez  was  the  man  most  Ht  to  snatch  from 
the  worthy  Mexican  jwople  their  guarantees,  and  those  faculties  that  the  politi(;iaiis 
rail  inalienable  and  imprescriptible  ;  Juarez  was  the  man  most  fit  to  break  to  jneces 
the  constitution  that  has  always  been  our  hope  and  our  salvation,  and  to  plunge  us  into 
a  !iea  of  evils  and  of  infinite  calamities. 

And  so,  in  fact,  it  has  been.  Who  does  not  know  the  history  of  events  in  Mexico 
ilunu^  the  past  two  years  f  Juarez  usuri^ed  the  authority  that  terminated  in  his  hands, 
and  declared  that  he  would  continue  to  be  President,  sometimes  denominated  provis- 
ional, at  others  national,  at  others  simply  depositary  of  the  powers  of  the  republic. 
He  himself  could  not  determine,  for  in  reality  he  was  nothing,  or,  if  anything,  ne  was 
an  iLHurper. 

Juarez,  in  abuse  of  the  power  he  did  not  have,  and  with  which  he  had  invested  him- 
self, continued  to  command  the  people  without  authority  from  the  people,  without 
legality,  without  election,  the  source  of  all  legitimate  power,  making  the  republic  his 
iKitrimony  and  the  Mexicans  his  slaves. 

Juarez,  the  enemy  already  of  the  constitution  he  had  broken,  resorted  to  every  means 
that  aided  his  ambition  to  continue  in  tl^  triumphal  chair  of  the  presidency,  setting  at 
naught  the  other  constitutional  powers,  and  to  the  humiliation  ot  the  free  men  of  this 
I.'ina. 

Juarez  issued  the  election  con vocatorio ;  prophetic  con vocatorio !  When  he  had  no 
riirht  to  issue  it ;  when  he  was  not  the  constitutional  President  of  the  republic :  when 
he  had  oppressed  and  deprived  of  liberty  those  to  whom  by  law  that  function  belonged, 
and  while  premeditating  frauds,  violence,  and  all  the  exercise  of  a  tyrannical  XH>wer  in 
order  to  insure  his  re-election,  and  to  lie  a  weight  for  fifteen  years  on  the  patience  of 
t)u>  good  t>eople  of  Mexico. 

Juarez  has  intervened  directly  and  criminally  in  the  elections,  and  corrupted  them  to 
hisi  advantage ;  he  has  deprived  the  peoxde  of  their  suffrages,  and  of  those  whom  they 
elK-ted,  and  he  has  instituted  a  congress,  vicious  in  it«  origin,  in  order  that  its  minority 
mifrbt  protect  and  give  absolution  to  his  outrages  against  the  national  sovereignty. 

ITius,  many  States  are  to-day  without  the  governors  of  their  election ;  but  in  exchange 
they  have  those  imposed  by  Don  Benito. 

The  [leople  do  not  see  in  the  seats  of  congress  the  men  of  their  choice,  but  those  who 
wen*  ordered  to-be  elected  by  the  usurper  of  the  public  power. 

The  constitution  is  viola te<l,  justice  is  ofiende<l,  and  the  sanctity  of  the  rights  of  the 
|MH>ple  is  outraged.  We  are  not  free,  Mexicans,  for  a  dictator  commands  us ;  we  are  not 
a  repuldic,  for  the  fundamental  law  does  not  exist,  but  the  caprice  of  a  man  who  has 
made  himself  a  despot  to  our  reproach. 

Such  grave  considerations,  whose  ^mth  is  patent,  and  whose  transcendency  reaches 
thiiHe  least  aC'Custome<l  to  reflect  upon  them,  impel  us  to  take  arms  for  the  purpose  of 
vindicating  our  justice,  and  to  redeem  our  rights. 

We  are  not  ambitious  of  anything  for  ourselves;  we  do  not  wish  to  be  presidents, 
nor  ministers,  nor  deputies,  nor  governors. 

Sons  of  tlie  people,  having  shed  our  blood  for  liberty,  we  seek  nothing  but  that  the 
law  shall  rule,  and  that  its  decrees  shall  be  complied  with :  that  there  shall  be  i>ln<*ed 
in  the  palace  the  magistrate  called  by  the  constitution,  be  ne  whom  he  may ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  he  that  shall  convoke  the  people  to  hold  their  elections. 

That  in%ll  the  bounds  of  the  republic  there  shall  be  free  elections,  without  the  inter- 
fen*nce  of  power,  without  its  violating  them,  without  its  corrupting  them,  and  without 
their  being  forced  in  its  favor. 
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That  the  vote  shall  be  sacred,  and  that  then  the  public  order  shall  proceed  with  the 
PreHident  that  the  people  shall  have  given,  be  this  whomsoever  it  may. 

We  protest  that  if  Don  Benito  Juarez  shall  be  the  elected  of  the  people,  we  willobev  , 
him  sincerely;  we  will  love  him  as  the  man  invested  with  the  legal  power;  wewiu  * 
sustain  him  as  the  first  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  the  arms  we  raise  t^nday  to  over- 
throw him  we  will  then  employ  to  defend  him. 

The  question  with  us  is  not  one  of  persons  as  is  seen ;  it  is  of  principles ;  and  if  we 
reject  Juarez,  it  is  because  legal  justice,  public  opinion,  and  constitutional  right  reject 
him.  We  are  certain  that  our  belief  is  tne  belief  of  the  people,  our  judgment  the  judg- 
ment of  the  republic. 

Our  support  is  therefore  everywhere,  and  the  heroes  who  have  shed  their  blood  to  Uy 
the  foundation  in  this  dear  country  of  the  rule  of  the  law,  and  of  political  mondity, 
will  place  themselves,  we  do  not  doubt,  at  our  side,  and  will  hasten  to  swell  onr  ranks, 
making  the  last  effort  in  favor  of  liberty  and  of  peace. 

Viva  the  constitution  of  1857 !  Viva  the  holy  respect  for  the  law !  Viva  the  people 
who  are  the  only  sovereigns ! 

Mexico,  May  5, 1868. 

Generals  E.  Hnerta,  N.  Negrete,  J.  N.  Cortina,  J.  N.  Mendez,  B.  Tellez,  P.  Vega,  A. 
Martinez,  V.  Jiminez,  J.  Trepeda,  S.  Canales,  F.  Chavarria,  S.  Escandon,  P.  Noriega,  G. 
de  la  Cardena,  J.  Toledo ;  Colonels  Catarino  Fragoso,  LeonUgalde,  R.Flores,A.  Saatai^, 
M.  Rivera,  Juan  Togno,  Jos^  Juclan,  C.  Sotomavor,  R.  Ros ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  C 
Arena,  J.  Leon :  Captain  Mi^el  Romero,  and  a  tnousand  signatures  more,  which  will 
be  published  anerwards,  as  it  is  not  convenient  they  should  now  appear. 

I  respond  with  my  signature  for  the  preceding. 

.     AURELIANO  RIVERA. 


LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  JUAN  N.  CORTINA. 
IFrom  the  Diario  Ofioial,  May  15, 1M8.— TraiiBUtioii.1 

Mexico,  May  15, 1868. 
Messrs,  Editors  of  the  Diario  Oficial : 

Dear  Sirs  :  In  the  number  of  yesterday  tSiere  has  been  published  in  the  paper  yoa 
worthily  edit  the  so-called  manifesto  to  the  nation,  signed  by  Don  Aureliano  Kiveia 
disowning  the  supreme  x>owers  of  the  republic. 

In  this  manifesto  I  have  seen,  with  great  surprise,  that  use  is  made  of  my  name;  and. 
although  my  conduct  and  my  loyalty  to  the  person  of  the  actual  President  of  the  repub- 
lic would  be  the  most  solemn  protest  against  that  ui^iistifiable  abua^,  I  am  under  tbf 
necessity  of  requesting  you  to  publish  the  most  solemn  denial  that  can  be  given  to  that 
gratuitous  and  evil-intentioned  supposition. 

I  am  now  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  of  Tamaulipas,  which  has  been  intrusted  to  me 
by  the  supreme  government,  and  Siese  forces  will  be  one  of  its  firmest  supports  agaiitft 
all  anarchical  or  revolutionary  movements,  whoever  may  be  their  authors  or  whateTcr 
may  be  their  tendencies. 

Neither  with  Don  Aureliano  Rivera,  nor  with  any  other  leader  who  attempts  to  dis- 
turb the  legal  order,  am  I  connected,  nor  am  I  bound  by  compromises  of  any  kind  U> 
combat  the  constitutional  fiag,  the  sole  principle  that  I  propose  to  sustain. 

Far  from  my  friends,  I  believe  it  necessanr  to  make  known  to  them  this  detcnaiiK* 
tion,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  surprised  by  the  reprehensible  abuse  of  Don  Xan- 
liano  Rivera  in  usin^^my  name  as  one  of  his  putisans,  in  the  stupid  enterprise  of  over 
turning  the  order  that  the  people  have  freely  established. 

Those  who,  like  myself,  have  defended  the  independence  and  the  oonstitntion  of  1867. 
have  a  right  not  to  be  judged  by  their  countryman  as  miserable  leaders  in  personal  con- 
tests without  flag,  like  that  just  proclaimed  by  Don  Aureliano  Rivera,  whonas  so  badly 
corresponded  to  the  considerations  that  have  been  extended  to  him  by  the  kindnesB  of 
the  actual  President  of  the  republic. 

In  order  that  public  opinion  may  not  be  led  astray,  and  my  friends  and  compatnot* 
of  Tamaulipas,  and  of  the  frontier  in  general,  may  rectify  their  judgment  with  respect 
to  myself,  I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  publish  this  communication,  aosming  you 
of  the  thanks  of  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JUAN  N.  COETINA. 
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LETTER  FKOM  GENERAL  CHAVARRIA. 
[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  May  15, 1868.— Translation.] 

Sefior  Don  Feliciano  Chavarria  sends  to  us  the  following  letter : 
Editor  of  the  Liglo : 

Dear  Sir  axi>  Friend  :  I  will  thank  you  to  publish  in  your  paper  the  following  lines, 
which  have  for  their  object  to  state  to  my  fellow-citizens  that  I  reside  in  this  capital, 
that  I  am  discharging  the  trust  of  deputy  to  the  congress  of  the  union,  and  serving  at 
the  same  time  in  the  municipality,  and  that,  consequently,  my  signature  to  the  revolu- 
tionary proclamation  of  General  Aureliano  Rivera,  published  yesterday  afternoon  by  the 
Diario  Oficial,  is  a})ocryphal. 

There  is  nothing  that  authorizes  said  chief  to  use  my  name  in  the  way  he  has,  for  far 
from  being  in  accord  with  him,  I  am  .always  disposed  to  maintain  and  defend  the  legal 
onier, 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

F.  CHAVARRU. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  EX-GOVERNOR  OF  PUEBLA. 
[Prom  the  Diario  Oflcial,  May  19, 1868.— Translation.] 

Tetela  de  Ocampo,  May  16,  1868. 
Mr,  Editor  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  number  135  of  the  paper  which  you  edit,  corresponding  to  the  14th  of 
the  present  month,  I  have  seen  a  document  beanng  the  names  of  various  chiefs. 

As  among  these  names  I  find  my  own,  and  as  I  have  not  signed  the  said  document,  I 
l»eg  of  you  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  this  known  to  the  public  by  inserting  the 
pref«ent  letter  in  your  paper,  which  favor  will  be  duly  recognized  by  your  obedieut 
>*»-rvant, 

J.  N.  MENDEZ. 


ORDER  FROM  THE  MINISTER  OF  WAR  AGAINST  NEGRETE  AND  AURELIANO 

RWERA. 

IFrom  the  Diario  Oflcial,  May  18,  1868.— TransUtion.] 

MINISTRY  OF  STATE  AND  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST- 
CIRCULAR. 

The  ex-General  Don  Miguel  Negrete,  after  having  deserted  the  defense  of  the  national 
independence,  withdrawing  to  foreign  parts  became  a  traitor  to  his  countiy,  placing 
himself  at  the  service  of  Maximilian. 

As  a  consequence  of  his  evil  conduct  he  had  no  place  in  the  army.  When  tbe  latter 
acquired  its  glorious  triumph,  and  saved  the  independence  and  the  republican  iiistitu- 
tiomt  of  the  country,  he  remained  a  fugitive;  and  humiliated  by  his  bad  conduct,  and 
awaiting  only  to  find  in  a  disturbance  of  the  public  order  the  means  by  which  his  crimes 
nhoold  remain  without  punishment,  he  sought  proselytes  in  order  to  raise  whatever  flag 
if  it  was  only  the  flag  of  rebellion.  The  only  aid  upon  which  he  has  bt*en  able  to  coimt, 
aft«r  a  year  of  continuous  effort,  has  been  the  public  robbers  of  tbe  highway.  Of  these 
he  has  made  himself  a  chief,  and  leading  a  company  of  bandits,  as  ham  appeared  in  the 
official  reports  that  have  been  published,  he  has  been  already  twice  attacked  aud  beaten 
by  the  forces  of  the  government,  and  completely  put  to  rout. 

The  citizen  I'resident  of  the  republic,  animated  by  the  desire  to  re-establish  peace  and 
the  public  order,  and  to  extend  to  societv  the  security  that  it  merits,  and  which  is  so 
necessary  to  repair  the  g^at  suffering  it  has  experienced  during  the  war,  has  thought 
prtiper  to  direct  that  all  the  authorities  and  the  forces  of  the  nation  be  required  to  appre- 
h<end  Miguel  Negrete  and  his  accomplices  wherever  they  may  present  tbeinselyes,  in 
the  ondeistanding  that  any  dissimulation  or  tolerance  that  may  be  used  in  this  con- 
nection wiU  make  said  authorities  or  forces  responsible  as  co-operators  aud  protectors 
of  the  crime  of  rebellion. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  May  17, 1868. 

MEJIA. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


470  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 


MINISTRY  OF  8TATE  AND  OF  THK  DEPARTMKNT  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE — 6FXTI0N  FIKST— 

CIRCULAR. 

The  citizen  general  of  brigade,  Don  Aureliano  Rivera,  having  disapijcared  from  this 
capital  without  the  permisHion  of  the  government,  and  afterwards  having  seduced  the 
guard  in  charge  of  the  roatl  from  Tlalpam  to  Cuenievaca,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Abraham  Plata,  as  also  that  of  AJusco,  commanded  by  Captain  Miguel 
Romero,  declaring  themselves  rebels  against  the  authorities,  and  taking  whatever  pre- 
text to  cover  their  true  object,  which  is  that  of  robbing  the  villages  and  estates,  and  of 
living  without  other  check  than  that  of  their  own  will,  the  citizen  President  of  the 
republic  has  thought  proper  to  direct  that,  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  the  said  Gen- 
eral Rivera,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Plata,  and  Captain  Romero,  shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
army  as  unworthy  to  belong  to  it  by  reason  of  their  desertion  and  crime,  pubUsbing  thi^ 
resolution  and  issuing  it  in  the  genertU  order  of  the  day,  in  order  that  they  may  \w 
apprehended  and  punished  as  corresponds  to  their  oifense. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  May  17, 1868. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Mexico,  3/ay  17, 1861?. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  BONITEZ, 

ChUif  Clerk  ad  interim. 


AURELIANO  RIVERA. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  May  19.— TransUtioiLl 

BENEFITS  OF  PR0NUNCIAMENT08. 

Effects  coming  from  Cuemevaca  have  been  already  detained  in  the  road  by  theforc* 
of  Aureliano  Rivera. 

In  this  capital,  since  the  pronunciamento  of  Ajusco,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  many  articles  of  first  necessity. 

Aureliano  Rivera. — ^This  individaal  was  in  Milpa  Alta  on  the  17th,  and  harangued 
the  people,  saying  that  his  plan  was  limitedi«8olely  to  driving  Juarez  from  the  prea- 
dency,  as  that  gentleman  haa  never  borne  arms  as  he  had,  and  had  only  acquiwd  his 
position  by  his  pen.  He  added  that  he  had  exposed  his  life  and  his  property  withoat 
any  recompense,  and  that  he  should  not  lay  down  his  arms  until  Juarez  had  been  driven 
from  the  presidency.  He  recommended  that  they  should  not  obey  the  authorities  of  the 
district,  and  declared  that  he  would  exercise  the  functions  of  prefect.  He  has  decreed 
a  forced  loan  of  $3,000.  While  in  Milpa  Alta  he  supplied  the  force  that  accompanied 
him,  giving  a  dollar  to  the  soldiers  and  two  to  those  who  served  as  officers. 


f  From  the  Siglo  XIX,  of  May  ^.— TraadAtion.l 

According  to  the  Monitor,  Aureliano  Rivera  has  decreed  a  forced  loan  of  #50,000  on 
the  manufactories  of  Tlalpam  and  San  Angel. 

It  is  stated  that  the  constituHonal  army  has  taken  the  direction  of  Ameca. 

It  is  reported  that  Colonel  Manuel  Inclan  has  Joined  the  rebels,  and  that  he  wa** 
received  with  salutes  and  appointed  chief  of  staff. 


PRONUNCIAMENTOS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  tUERETARO. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  May  15,  ie6&— Translation.] 

(By  telegraph  line  from  the  interior ;  deposited  at  San  Luis  Potosi  May  13, 1868;  receiTed 

at  Mexico  May  14, 1668.) 

Editors  of  the  Siglo  XIX: 

At  daylight  of  to-day  the  second  squadron  of  public  security  left  for  Rio  Verde,  in 
consequence  of  the  invasion  of  that  place  by  Insurgent  forces,  who  assassinated  the 
political  chief. 

The  squadron  that  was  in  Matehuala  arrived  to-day. 

From  Guadaligara  there  are  adverse  reports  with  reference  to  the  troops  from  thi* 
State  that  are  now  at  that  place. 
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(Deposited  at  Qaeretaro  May  14, 1868;  received  at  Mexico  May  14, 1868.) 

Edit(n-9  of  the  Siglo  XIX: 

The  peace  ha«  been  brokeu  in  this  State.  The  district  of  Jalpan  has  been  invaded  by 
an  insurgent  force,  who  proclaim  "  Marquez  and  the  regency."  It  is  necessary  that 
energetic  and  active  measures  should  be  taken  by  the  general  government,  that  of  the 
State,  and  those  of  Mexico,  Potosi,  and  Guanajuato. 


[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  May  20, 1868.— Translation.  J 

(Bv  telegraph  line  from  the  interior;  deposited  at  Queretaro  May  18,  1868;  received 

at  Mexico  May  19,  1868.) 

Eiiton  Siglo  XIX: 

The  political  situation  of  the  State  becomes  more  and  more  complicated. 

All  the  sierra  is  rising  in  insurrection,  and  the  ranks  of  the  insurgents  are  augmenting. 

San  Juan  del  Rio  has  been  invaded  by  an  organized  force,  whicii  exacted  money  and 
horses,  and  obliged  the  town  authorities  to  pronounce. 

There  is  no  msturbance,  as  yet,  in  the  capital  of  the  State,  nor  in  the  district  of 
AmeiUco.  The  business  community  has  been  called  upon  to  arrange  measures  for  its 
own  protection,  as  the  smallness  of  the  garrison  renders  this  step  necessary. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  general  government,  in  conformity  with  article  116 
of  The  constitution,  for  its  protection.  If  tms  is  not  given  speedily,  the  consequences 
will  iall  where  they  belong. 

(Deposited  at  Queretaro  May  19, 1868;  received  at  Mexico  May  19, 1868.) 

£<h7<w«  Siglo  XIX: 

The  insurgents,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  men,  have  modified  their  plan  as  pro- 
claimed at  Jalpan  on  the  8th  instant,  and  now  proclaim  Santa  Anna  as  dictator  for  five 
years,  after  which  the  republic  is  to  be  reconstituted  by  an  election. 

The  revolution  extends  from  Jilitla  to  Tolimanejo,  and  appears  also  to  have  ramifica- 
tions in  Rio  Vertle.  4 

This  city  still  remains  tranquil. 


PLAN  PROCLAIMED  BY  THE  INSURGENTS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  QUERETARO 
[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  May  22, 1868.— Translation.] 

At  the  town  of  Jalpan,  in  the  Sierra  Gorda,  this  8th  day  of  the  month  of  May,  1868, 
the  chiefe  and  officers  who  are  undersigned,  being  met  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  a 
plan  which  shall  put  an  end  to  a  system  commenced  with  scaffolds  erected  for  heroes, 
after  having  taken  into  consideration  the  iniquitous  cruelty  with  which  Don  Benito 
Jnarez  and  the  leaders  of  his  party  have  forced  themselves  into  power;  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  authority  they  exercise,  founded  in  laws  such  as  that  of  the  25th  of  January, 
which  has  resuscitated  in  the  midst  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  ape  of  barbarity  and 
of  the  most  infamous  feudalism;  that  in  the  name  of  that  same  law  has  sacrificed  noble 
victims,  who,  in  place  of  a  scaffold,  merited  an  altar  raised  to  their  civic  virtues  and  to 
their  heroism ;  that  among  those  victims  vilely  immolated  is  found  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Mejia,  who  has  gloriously  associated  his  name  with  this  sierra ;  considering 
that  a  government  such  as  the  present,  which,  on  being  conquered  and  in  defeat,  sought,  as 
in  the  year  1^9,  a  refuge  and  aid  in  the  folds  of  the  North  American  flag,  offers  no  guar- 
antees for  the  future,  but,  on  the  contrary,  threatens  the  sacrifice  in  a  scandalous  manner 
of  our  territory  and  our  nationality  for  the  benefit  of  our  common  enemies,  the  Anglo- 
Saxons;  that,  before  a  day  so  unfortunate  for  our  country  shall  arrive,  it  is  necessary 
to  intrust  its  interests  to  the  worthy  hands  that  will  save  it,  as  on  another  unfortunate 
occasion — after  having  taken  all  this  into  consideration,  we  have  agreed,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  upon  the  following  plan : 

Article  1.  The  sanguinary  government  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  is  disowned,  as  well 
as  all  the  authorities,  general  or  local,  emanating  from  the  late  elections  held  under  the 
conveatoria  of  the  14m  of  August  last. 

Art.  2.  The  system  which  shall  rule  in  the  nation  shall  be  the  republican,  and  its 
chief  shall  be  the  well-deser\'ing  of  his  country,  his  excellency  the  general  of  division 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

Art.  3.  Colonel  Jos^  Velasquez  is  hereby  recognized  as  the  chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
Sierra  Gorda. 
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Art.  4.  Copies  of  the  present  act  shall  be  remitted  where  it  shall  correspond. 
Viva  his  Excellency  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  8anta  Anna !    Viva  the  people  and  the 
army! 

JOSfi  VELASQUEZ. 
FRANCISCO  MONTES. 
PAUFILO  ALMARAZ. 
TIRSO  REYES. 
JOSfi  MARLA.  VEGA. 
IGNACIO  ORBIOLA. 
NICOLAS  AGREDA. 
CANDELARIO  JUAREZ. 
JOSfi  MONTES. 
ANASTASIO  MESA. 
DESIDERIO  DUELE. 
DOLORES  AVILA. 
JUAN  RAMA. 
JACINTO  SANCHEZ. 
RAFAEL  ALMARAZ. 

A  tme  copy  from  the  original,  which  remains  in  this  bureau,  taken  for  the  ends  to 
which  article  4  of  the  same  relates. 
Jalpan,  May  12, 1868. 

JOSfi  MARIA  VEGA 


KIDNAPPING. 
[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexioo,  May  19, 186a] 

From  Toluca,  State  of  Mexico,  the  following  is  written  to  our  colleague,  the  Monitor: 

"Some  twenty  days  ago  Mr.  Anuzaga,  when  returning  with  his  wife  from  the  village 
of  Tarasquillo,  where  they  had  been  to  mass,  to  his  manufactory,  distant  a  thonsand 
yards  from  the  village,  was  set  upon  in  the  road  and  attempted  to  be  kidnapped,  but 
saved  hi|iself  by  a  vigorous  defense,  killing  one  of  the  bandits.  The  same  week  Mr. 
Sebastian  Silva  was  kidnapped  on  his  estate  of  Nigini  by  six  bandits,  who  demanded 
120,000  from  him.  A  Mr.  To  vies,  a  drover,  was  also  kidnapped  on  goin^  to  see  a  lot  of 
animals  that  were  at  a  village  near  by,  and  |8,000  were  demanded  for  his  release. 

"  On  the  7th  a  party  of  thirty  kidnappers  entered  the  village  of  Colimaya  and  carried 
off  from  the  public  square^  on  market  day,  a  Mr.  Jos^  Albaran,  exacting  for  him  $4,000. 

"  Yesterday,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  aft-emoon,  the  same  band  went  to  the  estate  of  Zacango, 
distant  half  a  league  from  Colimaya,  and  carried  off  Mr.  Juan  Garcia  and  his  employ^ 
leaving  the  estate  abandoned,  and  exacting  for  them  $5,000. 

'^Last  week  three  unfortunate  muleteers  were  carried  off  from  the  road  leading  fr(»D 
here  to  Temango,  and  |300  each  exacted  for  their  release. 

**  In  the  direction  of  Zinacautepec  two  persons  have  been  kidnapped^  but  the  partic- 
ulars are  not  yet  known.'' 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  133.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  May  25, 1868. 

Sib:  In  dispatch  No.  119,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  referred  to  the  discos- 
sion,  in  the  Mexican  congress,  of  a  project  of  l8(Vr  to  suspend  certain 
guarantees  of  the  constitution,  and  to  give  to  the  executive  certain 
powers  to  enable  it  more  effectually  to  suppress  conspiracies  and  punidi 
offenses  against  the  public  tranquillity ;  and  I  transmitted  to  the  depart- 
ment translation  of  a  speech  made  by  one  of  the  government  members 
upon  that  subject. 

This  discussion  was  originated  by  the  presentation  to  congress,  on 
the  21st  of  January  last,  of  an  initiative  of  the  government,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  now,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the  cowitry,  of 
articles  4  to  11  and  27  to  31,  inclusive,  of  the  law  of  the  25th  of 
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January,  1862,  which  is  the  law  under  which  Maximilian  wa8  executed, 
and  which  has  been  characterized  by  Mr.  Montes,  in  a  very  able  speech 
in  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  on  amnesty,  as  a 
law  which  to  all  offenses  imposes  the  penalty  of  death. 

The  introduction  of  such  an  initiative,  at  a  time  when  the  reaction- 
ary party,  Anally  defeated  in  1860,  having  sunk  yet  lower  by  appealing 
to  that  last  resort  of  defeated  faction,  foreign  intervention,  has  now  no 
longer  any  existence  in  the  country,  and  when  that  foreign  intervention 
has  entirely  passed  away,  and  by  the  triumph  so  lately  achieved  ^the 
whole  republic  was  placed  unreservedly  in  the  hands  of  the  constitu- 
tional government,  has  startled  public  sentiment  and  occasioned  a  pro- 
longed and  heatea  discussion,  not  only  in  congress  but  also  in  the  pub- 
lic press,  for  it  is  felt  that  such  a  measure  now  can  be  necessary  only  as 
against  the  liberals  themselves,  by  one  portion  of  that  party  against 
another,  and  that  it  is  the  strongest  evidence  that  permanent  tran- 
qnillit}^  is  yet  of  doubtful  realization. 

\^Tiile  the  debate  has  continued,  the  situation,  which  in  January  led 
the  government  to  ask  for  these  additional  powers,  has  become  worse ; 
but  Sie  opposition  to  the  measure  has  been  so  strong,  that  after  the  initia- 
tive of  the  executive  had  been  several  times  minified,  and  the  death 
penalty  stricken  out,  an  entirely  new  law  was  finally  framed,  much  more 
moderate,  yet  still  unpopular,  which  passed  congress  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  of  which  I  transmit  translation  herewith. 

In  dispatch  No.  119  I  also  mentioned  the  granting  of  extraordinary 
powers  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  TobasQO  to  the  governor  of  that  • 
Sute. 

Since  that  time  similar  powers  have  been  conferred  upon  their 
governors  by  the  legislatures  of  the  States  of  Puebla  an^  of  Queretaro, 
and  now  the  faculties  contained  in  the  present  law  have  been  cbnferrea 
upon  the  general  government  by  the  congress  of  the  Union,  all  because 
it  is  urged  that  tranquillity  cannot  be  maintained  under  the  normal 
action  of  the  State  and  federal  authorities. 

This  is  in  addition  to  special  measures  touching  the  rebellions  which 
have  occurred,  and  have  been  suppressed,  in  the  States  of  Yucatan  and 
Sinaloa,  and  that  which  cannot  correctly  be  said  yet  to  have  terminated 
in  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

It  is  scarcely  ten  months  since  the  constitutional  government  re- 
entered this  capital,  and  without  an  element  of  resistance  left  against 
it,  and  with  greater  sources  of  prestige  and  strength  than  ever  before, 
had  the  destinies  of  the  republic  entirely  in  its  hands,  and  there  was. 
apparently,  no  reason  why  permanent  peace,  order,  and  security  should 
not  be  attained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


LAW  FOR  THE  SUSPENSION  OF  GUARANTEES  AND  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF 

CONSPIRATORS. 

fFrom  the  DUrio  Oflcial,  May  9, 1868.— TrmnalAtioii.] 

SECRETABY8HIP  OF  STATE  AND  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT — SECTION  1. 

The  citieen  President  of  the  Mexioan  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the 
foUowing  decree : 
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Benito  Juarez,  the  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known : 
That  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the  following: 

Article  1.  The  guarantee  conceded  in  the  first  part  of  article  thirteen  of  the  consti- 
tution is  suspended.* 

Art.  2.  The  guarantee  contained  in  article  twenty-one  is  also  suspended  t  and  the 
general  government  can  impose  executive  penalties  for  political  ofienses  not  exceeding 
one  yejir  of  reclusion,  confinement,  or  banisnment,  and  can  use  this  authorization  before 
the  olfenders  are  consigned  to  the  judicial  authority. 

Art.  3.  The  crime  of  conspiracy  shall  be  judged  m  conformit-v  with  the  provisions  of 
this  iaw,  and  punished  with  the  penalty  of  five  to  ten  years  of  imprisonment^  banish- 
ment, or  confinement. 

Art.  4.  For  the  trial  there  shall  be  observed  the  following  rules : 

1st.  Immediately  that  the  respective  military  authority  has  information  that  a  con- 
spiracy is  in  progress,  whether  by  public  rejwrt,  denouncement,  accusation,  or  what- 
ever other  manner,  it  shall  proceed  to  make  the  corresponding  examination  in  conform- 
ity with  the  general  ordinance  of  the-  army  and  of  the  law  of  the  15th  September,  1857, 
and  the  cause  when  ready  shall  be  heard  before  an  ordinary  court-martial,  whatever 
may  be  the  category,  employment,  or  commission  of  the  accused.  In  places  where 
there  are  no  mihtary  commandants  or  generals-in-chief,  the  governors  of  the  Statue 
shall  act  in  their  stead. 

2d.  The  pi*oce88  up  to  placing  the  cause  in  the  state  of  defense  shall  be  terminated 
by  the  prosecutor  within  sixty  hours,  and  the  defense  shall  be  concluded  within  the 
following  twenty-four ;  the  court-martial  shall  immediately  thereafter  be  ordered  tfi 
assemble. 

3d.  Whenever  a  sentence  of  the  court-martial  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  respective 
military  commandant,  general-in-chief,  or  governor  acting  in  their  stead,  it  shall  be 
executed  without  any  other  recourse  than  that  of  pardon. 

4th.  Military  advocates,  named  by  the  supreme  government,  shall   necessarily  be 

E resent  at  the  ordinary  court-martials,  as  is  provided  in  the  law  of  the  15th  of  Stptein- 
er,  1857,  to  enlighten  with  their  opinion  the  members  of  said  court.  The  legal  opin- 
ions that  they  may  give  to  the  military  commandants,  generals-in-chief,  or  govemoii, 
shall  be  rendered  in  conformity  with  the  circular  of  the  6th  of  October,  1860,  as.  biang 
necessary  accessories,  they  are  responsible  for  such  opinions. 

5th.  The  generals-in-chief,  military  commandants,  or  governors  upon  whom  the  exact 
compliance  with  this  law  is  incumbent,  and  the  military  advocates,  shall  be  personally 
re-sponsible  for  whatever  omission  they  may  make,  it  being  the  federal  service  that  i» 
treated  of. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  not  be  comprehended  in  the  dispositions  of  this  law  ofienses  of 
the  press,  nor  can  there  be  tried  m  conformity  with  it  functionaries  who  eiyoy  a  con- 
stitutional exemption  of  the  federation  or  of  the  States. 

Art.  6.  The  suspension  of  guarantees  established  by  this  law  shall  continue  untO  the 
3l8t  of  December  of  this  year,  and  shall  have  efiect  only  for  the  crime  of  conspiracy  and 
others  which  disturb  the  public  peace. 

Art.  7.  When  these  faculties  cease,  the  executive  shall  give  an  account  before  con- 
gress of  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  them. 

Hall  of  sessions,  Mexico,  May  6th,  1868. 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO, 

Prrtide9t 

GuiLLERMO  Valle,  Secretary, 

JoAQutN  M.  Alcalde,  Secretary. 

Whirefore,  and  with  the  accord  of  the  council  of  ministers,  I  order  that  it  be  printed, 
published,  and  circulated. 
Dated  in  the  national  palace  of  Mexico,  May  8th,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  J.  L.  Vallarta,  Minister  of  Government, 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  compliance* 

VALLAKTA 

*  [Article  thirteen  of  the  constitution,  first  port,  is  as  follows :  *'  In  the  Mexican  repnblic  no  oee  i^ 
be  judged  by  special  laws  nor  by  special  tribunals."] 

t  [Article  twenty-one  of  the  const!  tntion  is  as  follows :  *'  The  application  of  punishment,  property  •««• 
belongs  to  the  iudicial  authority.  Political  or  administratiye  authorities  can  only  impose  as  eomcti(*> 
fines  not  exceeuing  five  hnndrea  dollars,  and  confinement  not  exceeding  one  month,  in  case^  and  i  " 
expressly  determined  by  law."J 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  135.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  May  21,  1868. 
SiE :  An  important  debate  took  place  in  the  Mexican  Confess  on  the 
20th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  interest  on  their  foreign 
debt. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration,  and  the  discussion 
was  npon  the  question  whether  the  appropriation  relating  to  the  foreign 
debt  should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  or  be  used  for  the  buy- 
ing in  of  the  depreciated  principal.  The  latter  course  was  determined 
upon  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  to  twenty -one. 

The  debate  was  participated  in  by  Mr.  Iglesias,  late  minister  of  trea- 
sniy,  Mr.  Eomero,  the  actual  minister,  and  IVIr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs,  who  urged  the  policy  that  was  adopted.  The 
groond  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the  government,  that  with  regard  not 
only  to  the  English  and  Spanish  convention  debts,  but  also  the  London 
bondholders'  debt,  Mexico  was  not  at  present  under  obligation  to  pay 
interest,  the  conventions  being  at  an  end,  as  claimed,  and  the  bond- 
holders having  treated  with  Maximilian. 

Reference  was  also  made  in  the  debate  to  the  debt  lately  contracted 
by  Mexico  in  the  United  States. 

Id  my  dispatches  No.  92  of  the  23d  of  March  and  No.  103  of  the 
3d  ultimo,  I  informed  the  department  of  the  similar  action  that  took 
place  when  the  provisional  appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration  in 
the  last  session. 
The  present  action  of  congress  may  therefore  be  considered  a«  final. 
The  gravity  of  the  questions  involved  in  the  action  that  has  tlius  been 
taken,  leads  me  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
views  expressed  in  this  debate.  A  translation  in  fiill  of  the  published 
report  is  inclosed  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


DEBATE  m  THE  MEXICAN  CONGRESS  UPON  THE  PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST 
ON  THE  FOREIGN  DEBT. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  May  31, 1868.— Tnuulatioii.l 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT.  ^ 

Seesion  of  the  20th  of  May,  1868.    Mr.  Zarco  presiding. 

Mr.  AviLA,  secretary.  The  discussion  of  the  appropriation  hiU  will  he  resumed. 

The  appropriations  relating  to  the  public  debt  being  read,  were  placed  in  discussion. 

Mr.  Fernandez  Aouirre.  I  rise  solely  to  ask  the  committee  to  state  whether  the 
debt  contracted  in  the  United  States  has  been  liquidated  and  approved  by  congress. 

Mr.  Mejia.  The  committee  has  not  only  approved  all  the  appropriations  proposed  by 
the  govemment  under  this  head,  but  it  has  augmented  them  by  the  sum  of  $169,432 
for  aactions.  With  respect  to  whether  the  debts  contracted  in  the  United  States  have 
been  approved,  the  minister  of  treasuiy  can  best  give  this  information  to  Mr.  Aguirre. 

The  Minister  op  Treasury.  The  debt  treated  of  in  the  appropriation  bill  has  pre- 
vjonsly  been  lii^uidated  and  approved,  and  the  interest  that  it  bears  having  to  be  paid 
in  New  York  is  the  reason  why  the  exchan^  and  the  expenses  of  commission  that 
have  to  be  paid  to  the  person  charged  with  its  payment  in  that  city  are  inserted. 
There  is  also  another  debt  that  is  not  approved  nor  Uquidated,  and  for  this  reason  it 
has  been  excluded  from  the  appropriation  bill. 
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Mr.  Aguirre.  I  have  called  attention  to  this  debt  because  I  believe  it  was  contnrted 
during  the  war,  in  use  of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which  the  executiTe  was  then 
invested;  and. as  all  of  the  acts  of  the  government,  emanating  from  those  powers,  are 
subject  to  revision,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  debt  referred  to  requires  to  be  approved 
by  congress. 

Mr.  Zamacona.  Before  the  monarchical  intervention  came  to  disturb  the  march  of 
affairs  in  the  republic,  laws  had  been  decreed  adjusting  the  public  debt,  and  the  con- 
ventions with  foreign  governments  were  then  in  the  process  of  arrangement  and  pay- 
ment. 

Afterwards  the  holders  of  the  foreign  debt  concluded  other  arrangements  with  the 
usurper,  by  which  the  amount  of  these  debts  was  augmented.  Both  of  these  circnm- 
stances  now  make  a  new  arrangement  indispensable. 

But  this  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  except  by  congress,  as  it  is'one  of  its  exclusive 
attributes,  and  to  leave  to  the  executive  the  initiative  in  so  grave  an  affair  is,  in  a 
certain  manner,  to  abdicate  its  most  august,  functions. 

Congress  cannot,  I  repeat,  without  abdicating  its  sovereignty,  decree  a  gross  sum  for 
this  object,  without  knowing,  at  least,  if  the  bases  are  desirable  that  are  to  ent«r  into 
a  new  arrangement,  and  if  the  manner  of  payment  that  is  to  be  adopted  is  expedient. 
To  vote  the  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars  in  a  vague  manner,  withont 
definitively  expressing  how  it  is  to  be  employed,  is  not  only  to  yield  what  constituted 
the  most  sacred  duty  of  congress,  but  may  produce  the  greatest  evils  for  the  country. 

With  reference  to  the  debt  contracted  in  London,  the  government  was  authoriied 
by  the  law  of  the  14th  of  October,  1850,  to  purchase  that  dqbt  at  the  price  it  mi^ht 
have  in  the  market.  But  it  should  be  observed,  that  by  the  arrangements  that  the 
holders  concluded  with  the  usurper,  the  amount  has  been  augmented  in  such  a  manner 
that  this  government  cannot  recognize  it  without  a  previous  a^ustment  that  shall 
clearly  show  what  are  the  legitimate  claims  against  the  republic ;  and  these  are  ante 
cedents  that  render  it  indispensable  that  congress  shall  not  yield  the  faculty  that  is 
conceded  to  it  by  the  constitution.  I 

The  same  should  be  said  with  reference  to  the  diplomatic  conventions,  but  this  is 
still  more  clearly  seen  with  reference  to  the  interior  debt. 

The  law  of  the  30th  November,  1850,  arranged  definitively  the  questions  relative  to 
that  debt,  and  in  harmony  with  the  law  of  the  14th  of  October  of  that  year.  I  there- 
fore ask  the  committee,  are  these  laws  still  in  force,  or  not  T  and  is  it  proposed  to  reped 
them,  in  the  article  of  the  appropriation  bill  now  under  discussion  1 

It  is  necessary  to  give  to  our  &iancial  system  a  regular  and  definitive  arrangement ; 
and  if  the  power  is  left  to  the  executive  to  dictate  8i)ecial  and  exceptional  meaanreA. 
each  one  of  them  will  constitute  a^  additional  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  the  attain- 
ment of  that  important  object. 

The  question  being  involved  in  these  considerations,  it  is  seen  that  the  existing  laws 
are  opposed  to  the  initiative  of  the  government. 

Mr.  F.  Mejia.  The  mtgority  of  the  committee  on  appropriations  had  to  differ,  with 
regret,  from  the  opinion  of  one  of  their  esteemed  members,  Mr.  Mata,  in  treating  of  the 
appropriation  witn  reference  to  the  cancellation  of  the  public  debt,  as  that  gentleman 
desired  that  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars  that  had  been  appropriated  should  be 
Applied  solely  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  debt,  when  the  committee  deaii^ 
that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  buying  up  of  the  debt,  by  means  of  the  systems  of 
auctions  decreed  on  the  30th  of  November  last. 

Besides,  the  special  report  of  Mr.  Mata  added  the  sum  of  $219,967  to  the  three 
jhillions  already  agreed  upon,  in  order  to  make  up  the  prec^ise  amount  of  the  interest 
on  the  said  debts,  mcluding  the  convention  debts  and  the  floating  debt.  The  reasons 
that  have  influenced  the  majority  of  the  coumiittee  to  ask  that  the  three  millions  of 
dollars  shall  be  dedicated  to  the  payment  of  interest  and  the  buying  in  of  the  debt  at 
the  same  time,  are  the  following : 

That  if,  as  is  to  be  expected,  and  as  our  experience  thus  far  in  the  few  auctions  that 
have  been  held  has  shown,  the  holders  of  the  debts  take  part  voluntarily  in  these  sales, 
at  the  end  of  a  few  years  we  shall  have  cancelled  a  great  part  of  our  debt,  with  satis- 
faction to  the  creditors  and  with  very  ^eat  relief  to  the  nation,  and  an  end  will  con- 
sequently be  put  to  the  constant  motives  of  difference  with  the  nations  of  Wcstcra 
Europe,  and  to  the  pretext  for  new  reclamations  and  invasions. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  committee  our  government  is  not  oblig^  to  now  pay  in  pref- 
erence the  interest  upon  the  convention  debts,  because  the  treaties  that  united  Mexico 
with  the  powers  that  recognized  the  intervention,  and  disowned  the  republican  gor- 
emment,  are  to  be  considered  as  insubsistent. 

Consequently  the  obligation  that  rested  upon  the  national  treasury  does  not  retain 
an  international  character,  nor  can  the  terms  of  payment  continue  to  subsist  that  were 
stipulated  in  an  arrangement  that  has  been  terminated  in  consequence  of  that  rvcoeni- 
tion.  The  government,  therefore,  is  at  liberty  to  fix  the  terms  of  payment  as  it  shall 
think  pi^oper. 

Why  should  we  concede  to  the  foreign  creditors  and  holders  of  bonds  of  the  Eogli^b 
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debt  the  snbeistence  of  the  contract  embraced  in  the  law  of  the  14th  of  October,  1850. 
when  the  same  bondholders  themselves  have  inMnged  that  contract,  treating  of  it  ana 
refbrmiD^  it  with  the  government  of  the  usurper  f 

And  this  is  so  true  that  the  English  government  itself  has  thought  it  dangerous  to 
make  any  reclamation  against  the  repuolic.  Mr.  T.  Baring  asked  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  2l8t  of  February  last,  what  were  the  rela- 
tions with  Mexico ;  and  if  any  existed,  what  measures  the  government  had  taken  to 
cany  into  effect  the  conventions. 

The  minister  replied  that  no  relations  existed,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico ;  but  that  the  question  of  exacting  a  compliance  with  the  conven- 
tions was  of  a  very  grave  character,  and  one  in  which  a  hasty  determination  should 
not  be  taken. 

For  these  considerations,  and  also  the  well-founded  reasons  which,  in  support  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  committee  on  appropriations,  have  been  urged  by  Mr.  Igle- 
siaa  and  other  distinguished  and  able  speakers  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate,  I 
insist  in  asking  that  the  chamber  will  be  pleased  to  approve  the  said  modification,  ex- 
prening  the  appropriation  in  one  gross  sum,  in  order  not  to  leave  place  for  the  subsist- 
moe  of  a  basis  of  capital  and  interest  of  each  debt  at  a  time  when  the  republic  is  under 
the  best  of  circumstances  to  secure  great  advantages  in  the  future  arrangements  that 
it  may  have  to  make. 

Mr.  Zahacona  :  I  ask  the  secretary  to  be  pleased  to  read  the  laws  of  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober and  dOth  of  November,  1850.    Mr.  Alcalde  read  them. 

The  minister  of  treasury,  Mr.  Romero.  Mr.  Zamacona  has  made  two  inquiries  which 
I  will  answer.  But,  first,  I  may  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chamber  to 
another  matter  of  much  interest.  Biesides  the  appropriations  relating  to  the  payment 
of  tiie  public  debt,  the  government  proposed  others  in  its  first  initiative,  and  with  the 
permission  of  the  chamber  I  will  read  tne  communication  which  accompanied  them. 

It  was  read. 

It  was  proposed,  therefore, -,that  a  sum  should  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  payment  of  orders  already  drawn  against  the  treasury,  and  that  have  not 
yet  been  paid  for  want  of  funds,  and  of  others  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  draw  in 
isTor  of  creditors  who  are  found  in  special  circumstances,  and  for  that  reason  have  to 
be  attended  to  by  the  ^vemmeut. 

The  government  believes  that  some  liberty  should  be  left  to  it  to  make  such  pay- 
ments, first,  because  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  the  holders  of  the  orders  that  have 
been  issued  of  the  right  that  they  have  to  their  payment ;  and,  secondly,  because  in 
many  cases  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  attend  with  a  certain  preference  to  one  claim- 
ant rather  than  to  another  for  the  reasons  that  I  haye  already  indicated. 

With  respect  to  what  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Zamacona,  I  have  to  say  that  it  is  in 
accord  with  the  ideas  of  the  government. 

Bnt  setting  that  aside,  the  committee  assigned  a  million  and  eighty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  contracted  in  Xondon,  for  it  is  unquestionably  better  to 
buy  in  the  debt  than  to  pay  interest  upon  it.  Mr.  Mata,  in  his  special  report,  assigned 
eertain  appropriations  for  the  pavment  of  the  interest.  The  government  would  accept 
that  idea ;  but  the  question  of  tiie  debt  being  subject  to  new  negotiations,  it  would 
prejudice  their  result.  It  is  known  that  by  arrangements  made  with  the  usurper  that 
debt  was  augmented,  and  without  a  definitive  arrangement  the  payment  of  interest 
would  inevitably  be  upon  what  was  due  by  the  republic,  and  upon  what  it  cannot 
recognize. 

T&  English  bondholders,  recognizing  the  error  that  they  committed,  have  had  two 
meetingB  in  I^ondon,  and  at  the  last  they  appointed  a  permanent  committee,  which  has 
addressed  to  the  government  thexM>mmunication  I  will  read.  The  said  communication 
is  as  follows : 

"Mexican  Bondholders'  Committee^' 
"  1  Copthnll  court,  TKrogmarton  street,  London,  E,  C,  April  14,  1868. 

"  Sm :  I  beg  reference  to  tHe  letter  which  on  the  24th  December  last  I  had  the  honor 
of  addreasinjD;  to  the  foreign  department  of  your  government,  and  to  inform  your  excel- 
ioiey  that  nnoe  that  date  an  important  step  has  i>een  taken  by  the  bondholders  in  the 
apfpointment  of  a  permanent  committee,  charged  with  the  supervision  of  their  interests 
and  furnished  witn  authority  to  negotiate  terms  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 

^  In  the  acccfmnanying  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  public  meeting  at  which  this 
appointment  took  place,  (copies  of  which  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  President 
Juarez,  your  excellency,  and  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet,)  you  will  observe  that 
Uie  committee  then  selected  comprises  among  its  number  members  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  other  gentlemen  of  position  and  influence,  and  you  will  gather  from  this 
fiKt  the  weight  ana  significance  to  be  attached  to  the  confidence  and  hope  in  Mexico 
expressed  at  the  meeting ;  and  I  would  specially  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the 
cordiality  with  which  the  observations  the  chairman  made  with  reference  to  President 
Juarez  and  the  members  of  his  cabinet  were  received  on  that  occasion. 
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"  The  good  will  of  the  bondholders  has  not,  however,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  pro- 
visional committee's  report,  presented  at  that  meeting,  (copy  of  which  is  also'tratuimit- 
ted,)  restricted  itself  to  wordjs  alone,  a  memorial  having  been  prepared  by^them  for  pre- 
sentation to  our  government,  praying  her  Mi^esty's  ministers  to  resume  official  inter- 
course with  your  country,  and  thus  recognize  the  national  character  of  the  administra- 
tion of  which  your  excellency  forms  a  part. 

**  While,  however,  it  is  with  gratification  that  I  bring  these  evidences  of  friendship 
for  Mexico  and  esteem  for  yourself  and  the  other  members  of  President  Juarezes  cab- 
inet to  your  excellency's  notice,  it  is,  I  regret  to  say,  also  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  serions 
and  wiae-spread  inconvenience,  and,  indeed,  distress  which  the  entire  cessation  of  aiijf 
payments  of  interest  has  brought  upon  the  less  affluent  of  the  bondholders.  And  1  am 
expressly  directed  to  convey,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  the  expression  of  the  hojpe 
that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  your  excellency  shortly  to  afford  some  measure  of  rehef 
to  a  body  of  men  who  have  given  such  material  pcoou  of  their  confidence  in  the  honor 
of  Mexico  and  her  government. 

^^  With  the  view  of  aiding  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  the  committee  are 
prepared  at  once  to  open  negotiations  with  your  excellency,  either  in  this  country, 
through  an  accredited  agent  of  your  own,  or^in  Mexico,  through  the  instnuaentahty  of 
a  delegate  sent  by  them  from  this  country. 

"  Trusting  that,  for  the  information  of  the  committee,  I  may  be  favored  on  an  early 
occasion  with  your  excellency's  views, 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"WM.  W.  HOLMES,  Secretary. 

*^  His  Excellency  Se&or  Don  C.  Matias  Romero, 

"  Minister  of  Finance,  Meicico.^^ 

It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  the  holders  of  the  debt  are  disposed  to  enter  into  arrange^ 
ments,  and  if  the  chamber  should  declare  that  it  is  about  to  pay  the  interest,  it  would 
prejudice  the  question,  and  would  nullify  the  advantages  the  government  has  a  right 
to  expect. 

The  opinion  of  the  executive  is  that  in  no  manner  should  the  payment  of  interest  be 
agreed  to. 

With  reference  to  the  debt  in  the  United  States,  there  would  be  no  inc'onvenience  in 
8Ui)pre8sing  the  appropriation  relating  to  interest ;  and  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  othere 
they  might  remain  the  same  as  the  English. 

The  government  is  also  conformable  to  the  stipulation  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  floating  debt,  under  the  understanding  that  it  is  not  to  be  obliged  to 
pay  interest. 

Mr.  Zamacona  has  said  that  the  executive  has  sought  to  abrogate  the  faculties  of 
Congress.    This  is  not  so. 

Before  resigning  its  extraordinary  powers  the  government  ordered  these  pubUc  auc- 
tions. Congress  can  annul  that  disposition,  but  until  that  is  done  the  right  is  Inti- 
mate under  which  they  are  held. 

The  executive  has  desired  that  congress  would  take  up  the  subject  of  the  public 
debt,  and  would  dictate  regulations  that  should  serve  as  it«  guide,  as  in  this  manuer 
the  executive  would  be  relieved  firom  a  grave  responsibility ;  but  the  time  that  remains 
to  the  chamber  in  which  to  terminate  its  labors  is  so  limited,  that  although  it  should 
be  dedicated  exclusively  to  that  subject  no  result  could  be  attained. 
.  With  respect  to  the  auctions  that  have  been  held,  the  government  experiences  satis- 
faction;* more  than  a  million  of  dollars  of  the  debt  has  been  canceled,  and  the  debt 
ha«  risen  in  price  in  the  market,  as  before  it  was  only  quoted  at  twenty-five  per  cenU, 
while  now  it  is  sold  at  forty. 

Mr.  Mejia.  The  committee  absents  to  the  appropriations  proposed,  but  it  does  not 
believe  that  any  sura  should  be  fixed  for  the  payment  of  uiterest,  because  it  would 
prejudice  pending  arrangements. 

In  consequence  it  araeuds  the  article  in  the  following  form : 

*'  For  the  cancelation  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  interior  and  foreign,  $3,500,000.'' 

Mr.  Zamjicona  stated  that  the  object  of  his  observations  was  not  to  place  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  patriotic  arrangements  proposed  by  the  government.  He  then 
repeated  his  preceding  remarks,  and  asked  the  minister  of  treasury  if  he  believed  that 
the  laws  of  the  14th  of  October  and  the  30th  November,  1850,  were  still  in  force,  repeat* 
ing  also  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  desire  to  have  this  inquiry  answelred. 

The  minister  of  treasury  replied  that  it  was  in  no  sense  prudent  to  make  anjr  declar- 
ation with  reference  to  whether  those  laws  were  in  force  or  not,  because  it  would 
establish  a  very  bad  basis  for  future  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Prikto.  In  the  observations  of  Mr.  Zamacona  there  are  two  points  to  consider: 
Tlie  prerogative  of  congress  to  intervene  exclusively  in  the  adjustment  of  the  public 
debt,  and  the  establishment  of  a  right,  that  of  consolidacing  a  debt  and  its  interest. 

After  some  remarks  with  regard  to  the  English  debt  to  prove  that  there  \»  no  good 
reason  for  its  bearing  that  name,  the  debt  being  a  national  debt,  and  some  obeerva- 
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tious  with  reference  to  there  being  no  consolidated  debt,  he  concluded,  asking  that  the 
sippmval  of  the  chamber  should  be  given  to  the  special  report  of  Mr.  Mata,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  appropriations  now  under  discussion. 

^ir.  Mejia  said  that  the  committee  had  abstained  from  specifying  auy  sum  for  the 
payment  of  interest,  because  such  assignment  would  prejudice  the  arrangements  that 
an*  Iiad  in  view. 

Mr.  Igl£8IA6.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  privilege  of  congress  to  attend  to  the 
adjiLstment  of  the  public  debt,  as  also  it  is  a  duty  for  it,  as  well  as  for  the  executive,  to 
comply  strictly  with  existing  engagements ;  but  in  the  present  case,  it  is  not  possible 
to  apply  any  determined  sum  to  the  payment  of  interest. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  laws  of  tW  14th  of  October  andtheSOth  of  November,  1850, 
are  in  force,  and  they  are  not  because  the  holders  of  the  £n|i;lish  debt  celebrated  new 
arrangements  with  the  usurper,  and  by  that  act  itself  prejudiced  the  legality  of  their 
credits. 

It  would  be  dangerous,  on  the  other  hand,  to  declare  the  validity  of  those  laws, 
because  in  consequence  of  such  declaration  the  English  creditors  would  refuse  to  enter 
intd  arrangements  that  they  are  now  dis}>osed  to  accept. 

With  rete^nce  to  the  conventions,  it  is  ^n  undeniable  fact  that  they  do  not  exist, 
l)ecanse  in  disowning  the  government  of  the  republic,  and  treating  with  the  usuri>er, 
tha«ie  conventions  were  de  facto  terminated. 

But  the  government  recognizes  the  debt,  and  the  manner  of  its  payment  will  depend 
njKin  the  new  arrangements  that  may  be  made. 

With  reference  to  the  manner  of  canceling  it  by  means  of  auctions,  it  is  asked  whether, 
the  payment  of  interest  having  been  stipulated,  the  purchase  at.  auction  is  not  incon- 
venient. I  believe  that  far  from  offering  auy  inconvenience  these  auctions  are  very 
.acceptable  in  every  respect. 

First,  because  in  the  auctions  there  is  no  compulsion ;  those  attend  who  may  believe 
it  convenient  to  realize  their  credits,  and  the  others  do  not ;  so  that  there  is  an  advan- 
tage for  the  one  who  sells,  because  he  realizes  a  sum  that^  it  is  convenient  for  him  to 
realize,  and  there  is  also  for  those  who  do  not  attend,  because  by  the  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  the  debt  that  is  upon  the  market,  the  higher  will  be  its  value,  the  proof  of 
which  is  in  the  fact  stated  by  the  minister  of  treasury. 

The  Minister  of  Treasury.  Mr.  Zamacona  has  said  that  the  payment  that  has  been 
made  of  some  of  the  floating  debt,  has  been  made  through  favoritism.  I  protest  that 
neither  the  citizen  President  nor  myself  have  issued  an  order  in  favor  of  any  person, 
that  could  have  the  character  of  favoritism. 

The  minister  of  relations,  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada.  The  payment  of  the  interest  can- 
not be  made,  because  it  would  be  lacking  even  in  justice.  I  say  justice,  because  with 
rMerence  to  the  debt  contracted  in  London  it  cannot  be  exacted  that  the  law  of  the 
Uth  of  October  should  be  declared  in  force,  for  the  holders  of  that  debt  in  treating  with 
the  nsuq)er  have  incurred  a  grave  prejudice,  which  requii'es  a  new  aiTangement. 

There  were  but  few  of  the  debts  under  the  conventions  that  bore  interest  i)reviou8  to 
the  conventions ;  all  derive  it  from  these,  and  the  conventions  being  broken,  the  debts 
cease  to  bear  interest  also. 

With  reference  to  the  form  of  payment  of  the  Spanish  debt,  that  now  being  made  is 
the  same  that  was  stipulated  in  the  convention  for  its  payment,  and  consequently  there 
is  in  this  no  offense  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Frias  y  Soto.  If,  as  has  been  stated,  with  evident  reason,  an  assignment  for  the 
l»aymeut  of  interest  would  prejudice  future  arrangements,  what  should  we  do?    Why^ 
niake  this  appropriation  ?    I  believe  it  will  have  tlie  same  result  as  if  the  payment  of' 
interest  was  agreed  to.    I  ask,  therefore,  that  the  committee  will  withdraw  it,  or  that 
it  be  voted  <lowii,  and  that  the  special  report  of  Mr.  Mata  be  approved. 

Mr.  Mejia.  With  respect  to  interest  the  amount  is  not  known,  nor  is  its  payment 
binding.  With  regard  to  the  capital  it  is  a  debt  recognized,  and  which  is  subject  to 
cancelation.  On  uie  other  hand  there  are  some  items  among  the  appropriations,  the 
amount  of  which  is  known,  and  others  not.  With  this  I  believe  I  have  answered  Mr. 
Fria«  y  Soto. 
Mr.  Prieto  insisted  on  his  previous  arguments. 

Mr.  A VI LA,  secretary.  Are  there  any  others  who  desire  to  speak  f    Is  it  sufficiently 
<liMcu8sed  f    It  is. 
Mr.  Frias  y  Soto.  I  demapd  the  ayes  and  nays. 

Mr.  AviLA,  secretary,  read  the  amended  article,  and  added,  shall  it  be  adopted  f 
The  vote  being  taken,  the  article  was  adopted  by  one  huuured  votes  against  twenty- 
one. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Flumb. 

No.  65.]  Department  of  StATE, 

Washingtofij  May  29, 1868. 

Sir:  The  department  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Black,  the  consul  at 
Mexico,  in  a  dispatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  of  ti^e  death  of  Mr.  John  Bra- 
niff,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  wounds  inflicted  by  a  band  of 
robbers  at  a  bridge  on  the  Puella  branch  of  the  Mexico  and  Vera  Crux 
railway.  Although  such  events  may  and  do  happen  in  every  eonntiy, 
they  are  unfortunately  common  in  Mexico,  and  their  frequency  is  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  comparative  impunity  of  the  offenders.  All  that 
can  be  expected  in  such  cases,  when  no  officer  of  the  government  may 
be  concerned  in  the  act,  is  that  the  foreign  govemnjent  shall  in  good 
faith  exert  all  its  authority  to  bring.the  aggressors  to  justice. 

You  will  make  an  application  to  the  Mexican  government  to  this  effect 
in  the  case  of  Mr,  Brauiff. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  137.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  June  2, 1868. 

Sir:  The  closing  of  the  second  period  of  the  sessions  of  the  Mexican 
congress  took  place  on  Sunday  the  31st  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  translation  of  the  addresses  of 
President  Juarez  and  of  the  president  of  congress,  Mr,  Zareo,  on  that 
occasion. 

The  succeeding  session  will  commence,  according  to  the  constitution, 
on  the  16th  of  September  next. 

By  the  Mexican  constitution  it  is  provided  that  during  the  recess  of 
congress  there  shall  be  a  permanent  deputation  composed  of  one  mem- 
ber from  «ach  State  and  Territory,  to  be  chosen  by  congress  just  before 
the  close  of  the  session. 

The  deputation  so  chosen  met  and  organized  yesterday,  and  will 
remain  in  session  at  this  capital. 

The  faculties  of  the  permanent  deputation  are  prescribed  in  the 
extracts  from  the  constitution  of  which  I  inclose  translation  herewith. 

It  will  be  observed  that  among  them  is  the  power  to  call  congres? 
together  in  extra  session,  and  to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^hingtoUy  D.  C. 


SPEECH  OF  president  JUAREZ  AT  THE  CLOSING  OF  CONGRESS,  ifiY 
•  31,  1868. 

[From  the  Diario  OfloiAl,  May  31.— Translatiafii.] 

"Citizen  Deputies  :  With  patrlotio  zeal  for  the  fulfilment  of  your  hif^h  datiee,  yon 
have  been  aeeemhled  far  the  long  term  of  six  months  of  sessionB.*    On  their  terminatioB 
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now.  yon  can  retire  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  dedicated  your  deliberations  with 
an  eniighteued  8i>irit  to  objects  of  importance  for  the  public  welfare. 

A  liberal  law  for  the  press  has  been  invested  with  tlie  character  of  an  organic  law, 
securing  that  ample  liberty  of  thought  so  indispensable  for  the  subsistence  and  pros- 
perity of  all  the  liberties  acquiitnl  by  the  constitution  and  reform. 

The  establishment  of  colonies  on  our  northern  frontiers  will  be  an  efficacious  means 
of  protection  against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  at  the  same  time  fostering  and 
h^H.uriiig  the  welfare  of  those  States  by  increasing  their  population  and  develo^iing  all 
their  sources  of  wealth. 

FnMMlom  of  commerce  among  the  States  has  been  protected,  and  the  hinderances 
which  might  have  prevented  it  nave  been  removed. 

The  attention  and  care  of  congress  has  also  been  taken  up  with  the  subject  of  public 
improvements  and  means  of  communication,  which  so  greatly  favor  the  movement  of 
C4>miucrce  and  industry,  so  beneficial  to  society. 

Congress  has  exercised  one  of  its  most  imjwrtant  prerogatives  by  classifying  the  rev- 
ennes,  and  decreeing  the  estimat4^«  of  income  and  expenditure  of  the  fcHleratiou. 

These  labors  having  been  performed  for  the  first  time  since  the  prolonged  civil  and 
fori'igH  war  which  the  republic  ban  suffered,  congress  will  be  able  in  future  to  weigh 
iu  its  enlight-enecl  consideration  the  improvements  which  may  be  suitable,  if  expe- 
rience .should  show  that  they  may  be  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  administration. 

Such  public  disturbances  as  had  any  serious  character  have  terminated  favorably,  and 
it  in  to  be  hope<l  that  the  inestimable  blessing  of  peace  will  be  secured.  Peace  has  been 
HM'stablishi^d  first  in  the  States  of  Yucatan  and  Guerrero,  and  afterwards  the  disorders 
in  Sinaloa  have  been  suppressed. 

SmaU  banda  still  exist  m  some  districts  of  the  States  of  Mexico  and  Queretnro.  The 
nature  of  the  grtmnd  in  which  they  maraud  has  facilitated  their  escax>e  from  the  forces 
the  i;overnor  has  sent  to  pursue  "them,  but  they  are  daily  more  actively  pursuetl,  in 
on^r  that  the  roads  and  towns  may  be  freed  from  this  plague. 

Tlie  government,  which  haa  given  so  many  proofs  of  clemency  and  generosity,  is 
al'^o  stnctly  bound  to  employ,  in  caaes  of  necessity,  the  means^f  repression  authorized 
by  the  last  decree  of  congress,  against  such  parties  as  should  still  pretend  to  speculate 
iu  revolutions,  by  attacking  the  dearest  interests  of  society. 

NeverthelesH,  the  generalopinion  of  the  republic  should  inspire  us  with  confidence 
respecting  the  future,  as  it  disapproves  energetically  of  the  use  of  force  under  any  pre- 
text, for  placing  itself  above  the  laws.  Liberty  and  peace  will  be  consolidated  by  a 
faithful  observance  of  our  institutions.  Accept,  citizen  deputies,  the  wishes  I  make 
that  we  may  be  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  condition  of  the  republic,  when 
you  reassemble  in  the  coming  term  of  your  sessions. 

Reply  of  the  President  of  CongresSy  Mr.  Zarco, 

Citizen  Prk.sii>ent  of  the  Republic  :  In  fulfillment  of  a  constitutional  jirecept  the 
congress  of  the  uui(m  this  day  suspends  the  labors  to  which  it  has  been  dedicated  for 
*5is  months.  It«  deliberations  during  that  term  have  ha<l  for  their  object  the  securing 
to  the  Mexican  people  the  benefits  of  legal  order,  and  of  that  political  liberty  which, 
with  such  bravery,  it  knew  how  to  recover  on  saving  its  independence. 

The  first  result  of  the  triumph  of  the  republic  over  the  misguided  who  wished  to 
extinguish  its  autonomy  and  subvert  its  institutions,  was  the  assembling  of  a  congress 
freely  elected  by  the  people. 

The  national  representation  met  just  after  the  calamities  of  the  foreign  war  Jjad  ter- 
minatecl,  and  when  the  intervention  and  the  so-called  empire  hiwl  everywhere  left  the 
odious  marks  of  blowl,  ruin,  and  disorganization.  The  labors  of  congress,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  should  tend  to  reconstruct,  reorganize  and  tranquillize  a  community 
which  hail  been  deeply  affected,  and  which  ha<l  not  halted  in  the  face  of  any  sacrifice. 
I»rovided  it  could  save  its  independence.  In  so  ditficult  a  task  the  congress  with  plea- 
wire  perceives  it  has  reckoned  on  the  support  of  the  good  m^nse  of  the  people,  who,  in 
tht»  clearest  manner,  have  for  years  past  been  manifesting  their  sincere  adhe^tion  to 
democratic  institutions,  and  who,  in  the  midst  of  misfortunes  and  the  onleals  they 
hiive  had  to  go  through,  only  base  their  hopes  on  legal  order. 

Congress,  as  soon  as  it  was  installed,  took  care  to  compute  the  votes  emitted  in  the 
hwt  elections,  and  declared  who  were  the  citizens  called  by  the  people  to  exercise  the 
executive  power  and  tlie  magistracies  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  thus  hast- 
ened the  regular  reorganization  of  the  public  powers.  Afterwards,  a  vacancy  having 
«)ccurred  in  the  supreme  court,  and  some  districts  lieing  without  representatives  in 
congress,  the  latter  convoked  the  people  for  new  elections,  hi  order  that  the  supreme 
lM)wer8  should  exist  and  perform  their  functions  in  a  regular  manner. 

Congtitiitional  order  having  been  fully  re-e8tablishe<l,  congress  has  consolidat<^d  it, 
making  it  effective  and  giving  it  respectability  and  prestige. 

Obstacles  have  yet  l>een  encountered  in  endeavoring  comjiletely  to  pacify  the  country'. 
When  any  serious  disorder  has  taken  place,  congress,  true  to  the  spirit  of  the  institu- 
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tions^  and  without  sacrificing  lil>erty  to  transient  circumstances,  has  strengthened  the 
action  and  power  of  the  executive  as  far  as  necessity  required  it.  It  was  thus  that  the 
revolution  in  Yucatan  was  suppressed  and  that  people  were  enabled  to  get  rid  of  anar- 
chy and  entei*on  constitutional  order. 

Subsequently,  congre^js,  with  the  view  of  re-establishing  peace  and  security  which 
are  threat^ue<l  by  disorganizing  bands  who  have  no  political  tendencies,  has  given  the 
government  the  faculties  necessary  for  restoring  to  tne  country  tliat  rejKJse  it  so  mnch 
desires,  and  which  has  to  be  the  basis  of  its  prosperity.  Congress  leave*  the  executive 
armed  with  the  law  to  preserve  society  from  fresh  disturbances,  and  it  is  sure  that  law 
will  suffice  for  the  attainment  of  so  important  an  object. 

The  necessity  is  being  felt  for  those  organic  laws  which  are  to  be  the  complement  of 
♦he  constitution,  and  are  to  secure  public  liberty.  Congress  has  not  been  idle  on  this 
point  which  it  leaves  well  advanced.  It  has  already  issued  the  organic  law  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  jiress,  removing  all  obstacles  for  the  expression  of  thought,  and  so  r^fu- 
latiiig  it  that  the  press  may  be  the  guardian  of  all  rights  and  lilM^rties. 

Congress,  not  allowing  itself  to  be  carried  away  by  angry  feelings,  engendered  daring 
long  civil  wars,  nor  by  the  o<lium  inspired  by  treason  to  *the  country,  has  taken  care 
to  honor  the  memory  of  eminent  patriots,  thus  offering  emulation  to  republican  virtue. 

Congress,  following  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  comprehending  the  necessities  and 
aspirations  of  peoples,  in  as  far  as  circumstances  have  permitted,  have  given  prefer- 
ence to  material  improvements,  and  has  decreed  the  openin|^  of  means  of  communica- 
tion ;  but  the  time  has  not  sufficed  for  concluding  all  the  business  relating  to  so  import- 
ant a  matter. 

The  establishment  of  military  colonies  in  the  northern  frontier  States,  and  in  those  of 
Yucatan  and  Campeche,  is  a  proof  of  the  solicitude  of  the  union  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tricts at  a  distance  from  the  center,  and  that  it  is  now  po^ible  to  attend  to  the  wants 
of  all  the  States.  Endeavors  are  being  made  for  the  defense  of  towns  on  the  fit>ntier 
against  the  incursions  of  the  savages,  and  also  for  the  foundations  of  new  towns,  so 
that  in  the  course  of  time  what  is  now  a  desert  may  become  a  center  of  prosperity  and 
civilization.  • 

In  several  legislative  measures  the  object  has  been  kept  in  view  of  favoring  the 
development  of  industry  and  commerce,  and  in  general  the  interests  of  the  working 
classes — interests  which,  in  order  to  prosper,  must  be  in  harmony  and  not  run  into  the 
error  of  reciprocal  hostility.  The  most  important  of  these  measures  is  that  which 
removes  obstacles  to  the  transport-  of  national  products  and  protects  the  liberty  of 
traffic  among  all  the  States  of  the  union. 

In  the  si'cond  i»eriod  of  sessions,  which  ends  to-day,  congress,  in  compliance  with  the 
constitution,  has  giveir  preference  to  financial  affairs,  and,  after  arduous  delil>eration9, 
has  revised  the  estimate  of  expenses  and  has  issued  the  law  of  classification  of  rents 
and  the  estimate  of  income.  For  the  first  time  since  the  promulgation  of  the  constitu- 
tion has  congress  been  able  to  attend  to  these  labors,  which  are  one  of  the  principal 
objocta  of  the  representative  system. 

Very  far  is  it  n*om  believing  that  perfection  has  been  arrived  at,  but  it  certainly  feeb 
satisfaction  in  having  taken  the  first  step  in  the  path  that  ought  to  lead  us  to  order, 
economy,  and  security  in  the  management  of  finances. 

It  has  had  for  its  object  to  give  to  the  country  a  good  administration,  to  attend  to 
its  necessities,  particularly  in  the  branch  of  material  improvements,  to  introduce  econ- 
omy aiul  alleviate  contributors. 

Time  and  experience  will  perfect  these  labors,  which  in  future  will  become  easy  and 
simple,  and  then  the  administration  may  be  made  still  more  simple  and  the  taxes  con- 
siderably diminished,  so  that  the  people  may  eijoy  a  cheap  government,  and  know  that 
all  that  they  contribute  to  the  treasury'  is  employed  for  the  goo<l  of  the  country. 

Congress  has  had  to  exercise  the  high  judicial  functions  intrusted  t<»  it  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  sentences  which  it  has  pronounced  have  come  to  corroborate  great  politi- 
cal princijdes.  Tliey  have  demonstrated  that  the  responsibility  of  hi^h  fimctionaries 
is  not  a  vain  or  empty  promise,  that  there  is  legal  recourse  against  arbitrary  measure*, 
and  against  the  usurjiation  of  power,  and  they  have  at  the  same  time  made  maniliwt 
that  the  supremacy  of  the  Union  should  be  respected  in  every  country,  that  individual 

fuarantees  cannot  be  trampled  under  foot  with  impunity,  and  that  the  general  power* 
o  not  restrain  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  in  their  internal  regime. 
Congress  believes  that  it  has  fulfilled  its  duty,  and  that  all  its. labors  have  tended  to 
the  reorganization  of  the  republic,  and  to  iucireasiug  in  the  piwple  the  adhesion  they 
profess  for  the  institutions. 

On  retiring  into  recess  the  national  representation  has  confidence  in  you,  citizen  Presi- 
dent,  that  you  will  l>e,  as  ever,  the  zealous  guardian  of  the  constitution,  laws,  and  honor 
of  the  re])ul»lic.  It  hopes  that,  with  the  authorizations  it  has  concealed  to  you,  yon  will 
advance  in  tl»e  work  of  pacifying  the  country,  applying  the  law  with  salutary  energy. 
Jhe  national  representation  has,  above  all,  confidence  in  the  good  sense  of  the  people, 
afl^  hopes  that  by  the  efforts  of  the  citizens,  particularly  those  invested  with  antnonty, 
in  the  strict  fulfillment  of  the  law,  they  will  arrive  at  consolidating  the  institntioiwy 
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And  that  the  republic  will  march  serenely  and  majestically  in  the  path  of  its  prosperity 
and  aj^grandizenient. 

Tbf»  representatives  of  the  people  entertain  no  other  ambition,  and  they  hope  when 
they  rea«seiirble  to  find  the  condition  of  tlie  republic  improved. 

Ifnnfon^een  circumstances  or  public  necessities  should  call  for  legislative  action  before 
tilt*  constitutional  period,  the  representatives  of  the  people  will  attend,  anxious  to  fulfill 
tiirir  duty,  with  no  other  view^  than  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the  securing  of  legal 
order  and  liberty. 


Eziractsfrom  the  Mexican  constitution,  paragraph  IV,  of  the  permanent  deputation, 

AimCLE  73.  During  the  recess  of  the  congress  of  the  Union  there  shall  be  a  perma- 
nent deputation,  composed  of  one  deputy  from  each  State  and  Territory,  who  shall  be 
named  hy  coiigre*«  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  its  sessions. 

Abt.  74.  The  p4>wers  of  the  permanent  deputation  are  the  following : 

1.  To  give  its  consent  to  the  use  of  the  national  guard  in  the  cases  spoken  of  in  ai*ti- 
th  72,  clause  20. 

[Article 72,  clause  20,  is  asfoUows :  " Of  giving  its  consent  that  the  executive  may 
order  the  national  guard  without  their  respective  States  or  Territories,  fixing  the  amount 
of  the  force  necessary  to  be  so  used."] 

2.  To  determine  by  itself  alone,  or  at  the  petition  of  the  executive,  the  convocation 
of  the  congress  in  extraordinary  session. 

3.  To  approve  in  the  case  of  ap]>ointments,  as  referred  to  in  article  85,  clause  3. 
[Article  85,  clause  3,  is  as  follows :  "  To  appoint  ministei's,  diplomatic  agents,  and  . 

consul  general,  with  the  approbation  of  congress,  or,  in  its  recess,  of  the  permanent 
deputation."] 

4.  To  receive  the  oath  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  ministers  of  th* 
wipretoe  court  of  justice,  in  the  cases  provided  by  this  constitution. 

5.  To  report  up<m  all  the  business  not  disposed  of,  in  order  that  the  session  which 
follows  may  immediately  take  up  such  unfinished  business. 

Art.  29.  In  cases  of  invasion,  grave  disturbances  of  the  public  jyeace,  or  whatever 
cause  which  may  put  society  in  great  peril  or  conflict,  scdely  the  President  of  the  repub- 
lic, in  concurrence  with  the  council  of  ministers,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  con- 
jjrefls  of  the  Union,  and,  in  the  recess  of  this,  of  the  permanent  deputation,  may  suspend 
the  j^iarantees  established  by  this  constitution,  with  exception  of  those  that  assume 
the  life  of  man ;  but  such  suspension  shall  be  only  for  a  limited  time  by  means  of  gen- 
eral provisions,  and  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  favor  a  determined  individual  purpose. 
If  the  suspension  take  place  during  the  session  of  congress,  thiA  shall  grant  such  author- 
ization as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  enable  the  executive  to  confront  the  circum- 
stanees.  If  it  shall  take  place  during  recess  the  permanent  deputation  shall,  without 
delay,  convoke  the  congress  for  its  advice  and  action. 

Airr.  95.  The  duties  of  members  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  can  only  be  resigned 
for  CTiive  reasfcn,  approved  by  congress,  to  whom  the  resignation  shall  be  presented ; 
in  the  recess  of  congre-ss,  before  the  permanent  deputation. 

Art.  84.  The  President  cannot  leave  the  residence  of  the  federal  powers,  nor  the 
exercise  of  his  functions,  without  grave  motive,  approved  by  congress,  or,  in  its  recess, 
by  the  permanent  deputation. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  138.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  June  4,  1868. 

Sir:  Among  the  laws  passed  at  the  session  of  the  Mexican  congress 
jik$t  closed,  was  one  establishing  a  system  of  military  colonies  in  the 
frontier  States,  for  the  purpose,  as  stated,  of  defending  the  frontier  of 
the  repuliiic  against  incursions  of  the  Indians. 

These  colonies  are  to  be  thirty  in  number,  and  are  to  be  located  seven 
in  the  state  of  Sonora,  seven  in  Chihuahua,  four  in  Nuevo  Leon,  sixJn 
Coahttila,  four  in  Durango,  and  two  in  Lower  California.  * 
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A  law  was  also  passed  establishing  two  similar  colonies  in  the  States 
of  Yucatan  and  Oampeche. 
Translations  of  the  two  decrees  are  transmitted  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  State,  Wmhingtotij  D.  C. 


DECREE  ESTABLISHING  MILITARY  COLONIES  IN  THl2  FRONTIER  STATES. 
(From  the  DiarioOficial,  Mayl,  1868.— TnmsUtion.] 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing decree : 

Bent  to  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants  of  the  same,  bo  it  known: 

That  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  decreed  as  follows : 

The  congress  of  the  Union  decrees : 

Article  1.  In  order  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  the  republic  against  the  incursioiw  of 
the  wild  Indians,  thirty  military  colonies,  distributed  in  the  following  manner,  shall  be 
established:  In  the  State  of  Sonora,  seven ;  in  that  of  Chihuahua,  seven;  in  that  of 
Nuevo  Leon,  four;  in  that  of  Coahuila,  six  ;  in  that  of  Durango,  four;  and  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Lower  California,  two.  The  headquarters  of  the  cohmies  shaU  be  fixed  by  the 
conunon  accord  of  the  citizen  governors  of  the  respective  States. 

Art.  2.  Each  colony  shaU  be  composed  of  one  hundred  men,  mounted,  armed  and 
equipped  in  the  manner  most  suitable  to  the  service. 

Art.  3.  The  veteran  standing  of  these  companies  shall  consist  of  fifteen  hundred 
men  of  the  army — preference  beiug  given  to  the  corps  raised  in  the  frontier  Stat<«.  Fur 
the  completion  of  the  three  thousand  men,  enlisting  offices  shall  be  opened  in  the 
towns  nearest  the  place  designed  for  a  colony. 

Art.  4.  The  enlistment  shaU  be  made  under  the  foUowing  conditions :  1.  Those  citi- 
zens who  may  wish  to  enlist  in  any  company  shall  bind  themselves  to  pass  at  once 
with  tlieir  families  to  the  place  fixed  on  for  their  residence,  and  remain  there  for  six 
years.  2.  The  executive  shall  give  the  colonists,  according  to  their  class,  one  or  inorv 
lots  of  land,  materials  for  construction,  and  all  the  necessaries  for  agriculture,  with  the 
seeds  necessary  for  the  crop  of  one  year,  and  liioreover  the  corresponding  monthly 
salary.  % 

Art.  5.  The  executive  shall  have  the  power,  for  the  purpose  of  pubUc  utility,  to  take 
from  the  owners  of  any  uninhabited  lands  those  which  may  be  occupied  by  the  coloniw. 

Art.  6.  The  land  occupied  shall  be  divided  into  lots,  of  which  one  shall  belong  to 
each  soldier,  and  two  or  more  to  the  chiefs  and  officers.  Each  lot  shall  haveH^^u^'^ 
for  a  house,  and  three  and  a  half  hectares  (or  seven  acres)  for  sow^g. 

Art.  7.  In  case  the  colonist  should  die  before  the  end  of  the  six  years  of  his  enhst- 
ment  this  property  shall  ^o  to  his  heirs. 

Art.  8.  After  the  distribution  of  the  lots  among  the  colonists  has  been  made,  the 
governors  of  the  respective  States  shall  distribute  the  surplus  land  among  individails 
with  family,  who  without  belonging  to  the  colonists  may  wish  to  live  with  them. 

Art.  9.  Any  colonist  who  shall  desert  within  the  stipulated  term,  disregarding  mili- 
tary discipline  and  his  engagements  of  enlistment,  shall  be  condemned  t-o  the  penalty 
of  two  or  four  years  of  forced  labor,  which  he  shall  complete  in  any  one  of  the  colwiifs, 
and  he  shall  lase  all  ri^ht  to  the  lot,  and  to  the  improvements  thereon  introduced- 

Art.  10.  The  executive  shall  forthwith  appoint  an  inspector  general,  who  shall  have 
in  charge  the  direction  of  all  the  colonies ;  it  shall  also  ajtpoiut  a  sul>-iE8pector  for 
each  State,  recommended  by  the  govemoi-s  of  the  respective  States. 

Art.  11.  The  faculties  of  these  employes  shall  be  determined  by  the  department 
they  belong  to,  in  the  regulations  it  shall  issue  for  that  puqxwe,  enjoining,  as  an  rtwen- 
tial  pointy  activity  and  efficacy  in  the  persecution  of  the  wild  IntUans,  and  order  awl 
morality  m  the  colonies. 

Art.  12.  In  cat'h  colony  a  rudimentary  school  shall  be  e^^tablished. 

Art.  13.  The  inspector  general  or  sub-inspectors  authorizeil  by  him  shall  l>e  able  io 
conclude  peace  with  the  tribe*  of  savage  Indians,  acting  in  concert  with  the  governors 
q^  the  respective  States.  After  the  terms  have  been  a^justed,  the  supreme  execntire 
jSrwer  shall  be  infonned  of  the  same,  for  its  approbation,  and  in  order  that  it  may  sup- 
ply the  necessary  means  for  obtaining  and  maintaining  it. 
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Art.  14.  Ko  authority  shall  divert  the  soldiers  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  colonies 
from  their  object. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  April  27, 1868, 

J.  C.  DORIA,  President. 
F.  Diaz  Covarrubias,  Secretary. 
Elekterio  Avila,  Secretary. 

I  therefore  order  it  to  be  printed  and  circulated  for  its  dne  observance. 
Palace  of  the  national  government,  Mexico,  April  28,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Minister  of  War,  Citizen  General  Ignacio  Mejja,  Present. 

I  conunnnicate  the  same  to  yon  for  your  information  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  April  28, 1868. 

MEJIA. 
The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


fTranslation.] 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  ha«  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the 
following  decree :   " 

''  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  same  be  it  known,  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  haa  decreed  as  follows : 

**  *  The  congress  of  the  Union  decrees : 

^ '  Article  1.  In  the  States  of  Yucatan  and  Campeche  there  shall  be  established  two 
military  colonies  of  five  hundred  men  each,  the  duty  of  regulating  them  remaining 
Tith  the  executive,  without  interfering  with  the  taking  of  any  other  measures  which 
may  be  conducive  to  the  pacification  of  the  said  States."" 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  April  28,  1868. 

J.  C.  DORIA,  President. 
*    JoAQCDf  M.  Alcalpe,  Secretary. 

Elenterio  AviiJk,  Secretary. 

I,  therefore,  order  it  to  be  printed  and  circulated  for  its  due  fulfillment. 
Palace  of  the  national  government,  Mexico,  April  28,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Minister  of  War,  Citizen  Ignacio  Mejia,  Present. 

I  conmiunicate  the  same  to  you,  for  your  information  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  April  28,  1868. 

MEJIA. 
The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  139.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  June  9,  1868. 

Sir  :  An  incident  of  great  gravity  has  taken  place  here,  within  the 
pant  few  days,  which  has  occasioned  much  excitement,  and  may  be 
attended  with  important  political  results.  In  my  dispatch  No.  56,  of 
the  26th  of  December  last,  I  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de 
Tejada,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  position  of  chief  justice 
of  the  supreme  court,  vice-president  of  the  republic.  His  term  of  office 
in  that  position  commenced  on  the  1st  instant.  On  the  4th  instant  he 
appeared  before  the  permanent  deputation  of  congress,  and  took  the 
oath  of  office. 

On  the  following  day  a  request  was  addressed  by  President  Juarez  to 
the  supreme  court,  asking  leave  for  Mr,  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  continue 
acting  as  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  This  request  was  taken  imme- 
diately into  consideration,  and  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  five  was  refused. 
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It  has  been  the  custom  in  this  country  for  appointments  to  cabinet 
positions  frequently  to  be  made,  if  the  President  so  elects,  from  members 
of  congress,  and  even  judges  or  the  supreme  court. 

President  Juarez,  when  chief  justice  in  1857,  was  appointed  minister 
of  government  by  President  Comonfort,  and  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  and 
Mr.  Balcarcel,  two  of  the  present  ministers,  were  elected  members  of 
congress.  But  for  such  officials  to  act  under  these  appointments,  instead 
of  their  resignation,  the  permission  of  congress,  or  of  the  supreme  court, 
as  the  case  may  be,  has  been  asked  and  obtained. 

So  now  the  request  has  been  made  by  President  Juarez,  of  the  supreme 
court,  for  leave  for  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  continue  in  the  cabinet,  but 
in  this  instance  it  has  been  refused.  The  grounds  of  the  refusal  are 
variously  stated.  By  some,  it  is  claimed  that  the  decision  of  the  court 
has  been  based  solely  upon  the  belief  that  the  position  of  judge  upon 
the  supreme  bench  is  incompatible  with  any  connection  with  poUtical 
affairs.  By  others,  it  is  asserted  that  the  court  itself  has  intervened  in 
the  political  issues  of  the  day,  and  that  the  refusal  of  leave  to  IVIr.  Lerdo 
de  Tejada  is  influenced  solely  by  opposition  to  the  policy  of  the  cabinet 
of  which  he  has  so  long  been  the  head. 

The  tone  of  public  sentiment  here,  upon  this  incident,  is  shown  in 
the  article  of  which  I  inclose  translation  herewith,  from  the  paper  of 
Mr.  Zarco,  the  late  president  of  congress,  who,  it  is  rumored,  is  the 
principal  aspirant  for  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada's  place. 

The  opposition  to  Mr.  Lerdo  has  for  some  time  been  very  strong,  bnt 
it  will  be  difficult  to  find  another  man  of  his  ability,  or  who  can  give  to 
the  government  the  same  prestige,  character^  and  positive  strength. 
The  result  of  this  crisis,  and  what  the  final  action  of  the  President  will  • 
be,  is  not  yet  determined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaUj  Washingtorij  D.  0. 


THE  SUPREME  COURT  AND  THE  CABINET. 

m 

[From  tiie   Siglo  XTX,  Jane  6,  1868.— Translation.] 

The  note  in  which  the  executive  requested  leave  for  Mr.  Lerdo  de  T^ada  to  con- 
tinue in  the  cabinet|  waa  signed  by  Mr.  Aspiroz,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of 
relations. 

It  was  received  just  as  the  court  was  temlinating  the  business  of  the  day. 

The  afiair  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  a  brief  discussion* 
was  put  to  vote.  There  were  in  favor  of  granting  leave,  Messrs.  Oarcia  Ramires, 
Zavala,  Velazquez,  Lafragua,  and  Ordaz  ;  and  for  refusing  it,  Messrs.  Ogazon,  Cardoeo, 
Riva  Palacio,  Simon  Guzman,  Leon  Guzman,  Castello  Velasco,  and  Altamirano.  This 
result  was  communicated  immediately  to  the  executive,  and  produced  a  great  sen^ft* 
tion  in  aH  political  circles. 

A  thousand  rumors  are  in  circulation,  of  the  authenticity  of  which  we  are  not  cer- 
tain. 

It  is  said  that  the  President  has  resolved  to  insist  in  asking  the  leave,  urging  th* 
free  prerogative  given  him  by  the  constitution  to  select  his  ministers. 

It  IS  said  that  in  the  cabinet  there  are  those  who  know  that  this  step  wiU  be  entirely 
unavailing.  It  is  also  said  that  the  remaining  ministers  wiU  present  their  resigna- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  leaving  the  President  entirely  free  to  form  a  new  cabinet. 

To  the  decision  of  the  court  different  interpretations  are  given.  There  are  some 
who  believe  that  it  was  dictated  by  the  political  consideration  that  the  fanctionar; 
who  would  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  executive  power  in  default  of  the  President, 
should  Jiave  no  part  in  the  acts  of  the  latter,  in  order  not  to  compromise  his  responai- 
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bility ;  and  there  are  those  who  state  that  the  court  has  desired  to  reprove  the  policy 
of  the  chief  of  tlie  cabinet,  and  to  bring  about  a  ministerial  crisis. 

In  M)  fiir  as  the  vote  of  Justice  Oc^azoni  it  is  explained  by  some  as  being  dictated  hy 
motives  of  personal  delicacy,  as,  if  Mr.  Lerdo  should  continue  in  the  cabinet,  Mr. 
Ogazon  would  remain  exercising  the  presidency  of  the  court)  and  enjoying  an  increase 
of  two  thousand  dollars  of  Sjilar>'. 

Hie  Globe  applau<ls  the  decision  of  the  court.,  and  considers  it  as  a  reprobation  of 
the  policy  of  the  cabinet,  but  it  iloubts  that  a  ministerial  crisis  will  occur. 

The  Monitor  announces  the  refusal  of  tlie  leave,  under  the  head  of  "  Fall  of  the 
Ltrdo  cabinet/*  and  states  that  in  the  cUscussion  of  the  afiair  in  the  court.,  one  of  the 
justices  said:  "Providence  or  chance  has  placed  in  our  hands  the  indirect  judgment  of 
the  ^lolicy  of  the  country,  and  that  policy  is  false,  feeble,  and  untoward,  in  every  iwiint 
of  view. '  In  our  sphere,  and  in  conformity  with  our  legal  attributes,  we  may  point  out 
the  obstacle  that  renders  sterile  the  victory  of  Mexico^  and  that  divides  the  great  liberal 
party." 

The  Monitor  manifests  great  satisfaction  at  what  has  taken  place,  and  urges  the 
Prestdeut  to  appoint  a  new  cabinet  in  harmimy  with  the  inspiration  of  the  public 
ojiinion,  and  recommends  for  that  ))urpose  his  worthy  minister,  Vallarta,  the  only  one 
who  merits  the  confidence  of  the  constitutional  party. 

This  article  of  the  Monitor  is  signed  by  Mr.  Guillermo  Prieto.  The  same  paper 
aiinonuces  that  Mr.  Martinez  de  Castro,  after  the  occurrences  of  yesterday,  has  resolved 
not  to  return  to  the  cabinet. 

The  Constitution  Social,  without  comments,  gives  the  notice  of  the  leave  having 
be**!!  refused. 

The  Opinion  Nationale  states  what  has  occurred,  and  awaits  full  information  before 
expressing  its  ox)inions. 

The  other  papers  give  the  news  without  remark. 

It  cannot  he  denied  that  the  incident  of  yesterday  is  very  grave,  and  that,  in  fact, 
it  restricts  the  liberty  of  the  President  freely  to  select  the  members  of  his  cabinet. 

It  is  also  very  serious  for  the  judicial  power  to  intervene  in  i>olitics,  whether  it  may 
be  taking  part  in  practical  questions  or  in  deciding  those  that  are  purely  abstrsu^t. 

But,  as  in  fact  the  liberty  of  selecting  ministers,  so  far  as  relates  to  mc^nbers  of  con- 
gress, or  magistrates  of  the  supreme  court,  has  the  restriction  of  the  permission  of  con- 
^ss,  or  of  the  court,  it  cannot  be  said  that  in  this  instance  the  supreme  court  of  jus- 
tice has  exceeded  its  attributes,  or  has  proceeded  beyond  its  rights. 

We  can  understand  very  well  that  tlie  enforced  separation  of  Mr.  Lerdo  must  be 
extremely  painful  for  the  President  of  the  republic,  who,  in  the  most  critical,  perilous, 
and  solemn  moments,  has  relied  upon  the  patriotism  and  the  abnegation  of  his  minister 
of  relations. 

But  so  long  as  what  takes  place  is  not  outside  the  legal  order,  it  has  to  be  accepted,  and 
to  lie  put  up  with. 

We  do  not  believe  it  prudent  to  insist  upon  obtaining  leave  for  Mr.  Lerdo,  because 
fnmi  that  step  will  only  result  a  slight  to  the  executive.  We  remember,  that  when 
B«>nie  time  ago  congress  refused  leave  to  Mr.  Berdusco  to  enter  into  the  treasury  de- 
partment, sdthough  the  pn^idential  prerogative  was  wounded,  Mr.  Juiirez  had  tlie 
c^ilmness  and  the  prudence  to  look  for  another  minister. 

In  tk;  present  situation,  when  it  is  so  urgent  to  re-establish  peace,  and  to  reorganize 
the  piiTdii:  administration,  it  is  not  in  any  manner  desirable  that  the  march  of  the  gov- 
eniiueut  should  be  paralyze4l,  or  that  difficulties  should  be  raised  that  may  embarrass 
\tn  action.  The  moral  responsibility  of  a  change  of  cabinet  will  not  rest  upon  the 
Pr«-8i<lent  of  the  republic.  This  consideration  should  decide  him  to  proceed  to  organize 
a  new  cabinet,  whoso  programme  should  be  strict  compliance  with  the  law,  and  the 
union  of  the  liberal  party. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Lenlo  de  Tejada,  who  remains  in  the  second  position  in  the 
republic,  there  is  nothing  in  these  occurrences  that  im])airs  his  great  merits,  or  that 
can  lea<l  to  a  forgetfulness  of  the  distinguisluHl  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  the 
country  in  an  epoch  of  trial,  and  when  the  statesman  has  required  something  more 
thau  talent  and  ability  to  persevere  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duty. 

The  President  of  the  republic  is  in  a  situation  that  permits  him  to  overcome  every 
difficulty,  and  to  not  pause  in  the  work  of  the  reorganizaticm  of  the  country.  The  ante- 
cedents of  his  public  life,  his  sc^lf-denial  and  disinterestedness,  are  a  guarantee  that  in 
the  ])resent  moment  he  will  have  the  prudence  and  the  tact  that  are  indispensable  to 
continue  governing  in  conformity  with  the  constitution,  and  in  accord  with  xmblic 
opiuiou. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  142.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  June  12, 1868. 

Sir:  With  dispatch  No.  133,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  transmitted  to  the 
department  translation  of  a  law  parsed  by  the  Mexican  congress  on  the 
Cth  of  that  month,  suspending  certain  constitutional  guarantees  and 
giving  to  the  executive  certain  powers  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
order;  and  I  alluded  to  the  prolonged  debate  that  had  taken  place  upon 
the  subject,  both  in  congress  and  in  the  public  press. 

While  the  debate  was  in  progress,  the  government,  not  content  witb 
its  first  initiative,  recommending  the  readoption  of  a  portion  of  the  law  of 
the  25th  of  January,  1862,  availing  of  or  under  the  spur  of  a  conspiracy 
discovered  in  Guadalajara,  made  a  further  initiative  to  congress,  and 
recommended  the  declaring  in  force  of  the  whole  of  that  law,  as  origi- 
nally decreed. 

The  communication  making  this  latter  initiative  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment was  addressed  to  congress  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  then  acting  also  as  minister  of  goremment,  and 
the  initiative  was  followed  up  by  a  series  of  editorial  articles  in  the  Diario 
Oficial,  the  official  organ  of  this  government,  which  is  as  entirely  under 
its  control  as  is  the  Moniteur  of  Paris  under  that  of  the  government  of 
France. 

The  importance  of  the  communication  thus  addressed  by  the  govern- 
ment to  the  congress  of  the  Union,  and  of  some  of  the  editorial  articles 
referred  to,  as  presenting  an  authentic  statement  of  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  desires  and  policy  of  the  government,  has  led  me  to 
deem  it  desirable  to  transmit  translations  of  the  same  to  the  department, 
which  I  now  accompanj'  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D,  0. 


initiative  of  the  government  asking  the  re-establishment  of 

THE  law  of  the  25th  OF  JANUARY,  1862.  • 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  March  6, 1868.— Translation.! 

I  had  the  honor  to-day  to  read  to  congress  a  communication  dated  the  2d  instant,  of 
which  I  inclose  a  copy,  addre-ssed  to  me  by  telegraph  by  the  covemor  of  the  Stat«  of 
Jalisco,  with  reference  to  arrest  en  flagrante  delicto^  and  with  docnments  proving  their 
guilt,  of  some  conspirators  against  the  general  institutions  of  the  nation,  and  against 
the  legitimate  authorities  of  the  same,  and  those  of  the  State. 

The  governor  inquired  if  he  should  proceed,  as  they  have  continued  to  proceed  in  the 
State,  in  case^  of  like  nature,  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January.  l^tSt, 
or  in  confornuty  with  that  of  the()th  of  December,  1856;  urging  the  nec^-asity  of  pro- 
ceeding against  the  authors  of  the  conspiracy  with  the  greatest  activity,  and  with  »11 
the  rigor  that  the  laws  permit, 

I  have  verbally  explained  to  congress  to-day  the  grave  considerations  which  lead  the 
government  to  believe  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  should  be  pleased  to  declans  in 
force  for  some  time  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  in  order  that  the  crimes  that  are 
repeat-ed  against  order  and  the  public  peace,  and  against  individual  guarantees,  may  be 
repressed. 

When  the  military  operations  of  a  prolonged  war,  which  has  profoimdly  moved  all 
society,  are  but  just  terminated,  it  is  inevitable  that  for  some  time  it  should  be  sou^t 
to  place  in  action  divers  element*  to  disturb  it. 

Weip-e  sufficiently  fortunate  in  enjoying  more  order  and  peace  than  under  other  fflmi- 
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lar  eircniDstances ;  bnt  the  germs  of  revolution  not  being  completely  extinguiBhed,  it 
U  neoe!»ary  to  direct  all  our  foi'e^ight  and  energy  to  their  extirpation,  and  to  impede 
the  n-tum  of  the  grave  evils  we  all  deplore. 

Bej$ide8  what  has  occurred  in  Yucatan,  Guerrero,  and  Sinaloa,  civil  war  is  beginning 
to  8how  itself  in  in  Puebla  and  Jalisco,  at  the  same  time  that  the  kidnajniings  that  are 
taking  place  paralyze  and  terrify  society.  As  much  or  raord  than  any  other  time  the 
jrovemment  hastens  to  the  points  of  danger ;  the  principal  roads  are  guarded  and  ma<le 
safe,  and  the  }K)lice  of  the  cities  is  beinc  improved  so  far  as  is  possible. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  impossible  to  guard  every  pi  ribe,  where  crimes  plotted  by  the  incen- 
tive of  great  int-erests  may  be  jjerjietrated;  and  the  criminals  are  encouraged  by  the 
hq)e  that  if  apprehended  an  imperfect  administration  of  justice  may  afford  them  impu- 
nity. Aft«r  BO  great  disturbances  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  regular  and  efflca- 
ciouH  action  of  the  tribunals  should  be  improvised  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Nothing  is  further  from  the  intention  of  the  government  than  a  desire  to  establish  a 
system  of  biooflshed,  which  besides  being  iniquitous  would  be  impolitic.  On  the  con- 
trary, when  it  was  armed  with  all  the  power  of  a  dictatorship,  it  put  in  practice  a  very 
It'uient  system,  limiting  the  severe  application  of  the  laws  to  a  very  small  number  of 
the  principal  culprits.  Otherwise,  every  class  of  society  would  hjive  been  left  without 
c^iarantees,  as  has  often  happened  among  us,  through  the  desire  of  conceding  excessive 
giiATantees  to  great  criminals.  The  experience  of  more  than  fifty  years  teaches  us 
what  we  arrive  at  by  that  means. 

The  vote  of  a  great  majority  of  the  chamber  on  the  proposition  which  was  to-day 
presented  to  it,  by  some  of  its  members,  indicates  that  it  may  be  the  will  of  congress  to 
dwiare  the  law  referred  to  to  be  in  force ;  and  for  this  reason  the  government  has  thought 
tliat  it  should  suspend  its  answer  to  the  governor  of  Jalisco  for  the  few  days  necessary 
for  congress  to  declare  its  determination. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  therefore  directed,  in  unanimous  accord 
with  his  ministers,  that  I  address,  as  I  have  now  the  honor  t^  address  to  congress,  the 
following  initiative: 

PROJECT  OF  LAW. 

Sole  article. — ^The  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  respecting  crimes  against  the 
Dation,  order,  the  public  peace,  and  Individual  guarantees,  is  declared  to  be  in  force  until 
it  be  repealed  by  the  congress  of  the  Union. 

Independence  and  Liberty  I    Mexico,  March  4, 1868. 

S.  LERDb  DE  TEJADA. 

The  Citizens  Deputies  Secretaries  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union, 


I  From  the  Diorio  Oflcial,  Mexico,  March  10, 1868.— Translation.  1 

[Edltorial.1 

THE  LAW  OF  THE  25th  OF  JANUARY,  1862. 

Tlie  fi^t  obligation  of  every  government  and  people  is  to  uphold  the  constitution 
thi-y  may  have  accepted,  and  therefore  the  essential  duty  of  the  government,  and  of  the 
pt'^ple  governed,  is  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  iu  order  that  the  constitution  may 
»ul)6i.st,  l)ecau8e  without  the  one  the  other  cannot  be  established,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
what  should  be  put  into  practice  always  remains  a  theory.  A  constitution  sanctioned 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes,  or  the  unanimous  will  of  the  nation,  must  be  obeyed  and 
ri-spected,  and  the  constitution  itself  determines,  or  ought  to  determine,  what  shall  be 
dime  with  the  infractor  of  its  principles ;  or,  in  other  words,  being  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  it  must  be  respected  either  by  will  or  force,  and  whoever  seeks  to  make  war 
against  it  should  receive  the  corresi>onding  punishment. 

Constitutionalism  consists  in  can>ying  the  constitution  into  practical  effect,  without 
ofting  either  leniency  or  vigor^  but  by  enforcing  obedience  to  the  law  in  accordance 
with  what  the  law  itself  prescribes.  But  to  defend  rights  by  words  against  an  enemy 
who  avails  himself  of  actions  is  not  reasonable,  nor  has  the  legislator  so  thought,  for  it 
diM>«  not  lead  to  the  end  pro|»OBed,  which  cannot  be  any  other  than  that  of  making  an 
eft'ective  r»?ality  of  the  constituted  order. 

The  citizen  contracts  a  moral  and  legal  obligation  with  society  and  the  tribunals, 
not  only  not  to  commit  infractions  against  the  fundamental  code,  but  to  fulfill  all  its 
pH-^epts ;  and  his  obligations  extend  to  contributing  with  his  eflbrts  to  cause  it  to  be 
respected  by  all  other  men. 

Whoever  places  himself  without  the  constitution  places  himself  beyond  the  pale  of 
the  law,  and  he  cannot  claim  the  same  treatment  as  one  who  remains  within  it ;  or, 
admitting  that  he  be  not  considered  as  without  the  pale  of  the  law,  he  at  least  remains 
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Babject  to  the  penalties  which  the  latter  may  have  assigned  against  the  distorben  of 
the  public  order.  * 

To  preserve  the  constitution  it  is  necessary  to  make  it  effective,  and  there  is  no  other 
way  except  that  of  eiilbrcing  the  obedience  of  those  who  by  their  conduct  do  not  permit 
its  strict  observance ;  as,  in  order  that  there  should  be  a  constitution,  it  is  indespeosable 
that  there  should  be  onler,  this  precious  gift  has  to  be  sought  not  only  by  the  means  uf 
preventative  measures,  but  also  by  those  that  are  repressive,  because  the' first  neceK«ity 
IS  the  common  welfare,  and  this  would  not  be  possible  if  the  prerogatives  of  individu.-il 
liberties  were  not  guaranteed  againirt  the  attacks  of  the  despotism  of  disconteutf^ 
minorities,  who  have  recource  to  arms  to  prevent  the  masses  from  enjoying  their 
rights. 

Judicial  proceedings  are  open  to  the  good  and  the  bad  without  distinction,  so  lon^; 
as  the  public  peace  is  not  disturbed  and  the  constitution  is  not  attacked  by  force ;  but 
from  the  moment  that  resort  is  had  to  disorder  and  to  combat,  and  f4>r  this  mili- 
tary bands  are  organized,  it  is  altogt^ther  unquestionable  that  such  proce«Mling8  an 
to  be  militarily  dealt  with,  as  an  attitude  of  war  against  the  nation  is  assumed. 

Modern  enli|L^htenmeut  often  recommends  moderation  in  the  action  of  the  law  in  caaes 
of  common  crimen,  and  even  in  serious  ones  when  it  is  not  feared  that  their  conse- 
quences may  endanger  the  safety  of  the  state ;  but  whenever  great  risks  exist  that  pnb- 
llc  and  private  interests  may  be  compromised,  as  what  is  most  urgent  is  the  presens- 
tion  of  peace  and  order,  ^ood  sense  and  the  law  impel  governments  of  eveiy  kind  to 
punish  severely  such  parties  as  take  a  pleasure  in  impeding  the  progress  and  prusper- 
ity  of  the  honest  portion  of  society. 

Highway  robbery  by  armed  bands  is  a  crime  which  by  its  own  character  merits  the 
greatest  penalty  the  law  assigns,  because,  besides  being  wanting  in  all  that  humanity 
instinctively  inspires,  it  introduces  iniquities  and  tonuents  which  martyrize  and  iuipov- 
erish  individuals,  which  carry  ruin  and  bloodshed  into  the  towns,  and  which  degrade  th« 
nation.  Universal  law  condemns  to  the  pcmilty  of  death  all  who  rob  and  murder  in 
towns  and  inhabited  places,  after  a  proper  trial,  acconling  to  the  process  i>eculiar  to  earh 
country;  but  to  rol)  and  kill  on  highways  and  uninhabited  parts  in  bancbi,  and  to  cam' 
their  boldness  even  to  threatening  the  repose  of  cities  and  states,  is  a  matter  whitb 
demands  a  quicker  and  more  energetic  punishment,  not  only  in  seeking  a  penalty  pruiior- 
tionate  to  the  crime,  but  because  delay  in  the  action  of  justice  may  occasion  evifc  of 
greater  transcendency,  and  therefore  the  best  and  least  cruel  way  is  to  avert  from  it»* 
commencement  the  necessity  for  war  and  slaughter  on  a  larger  scale,  which  are  thiu^ 
repugnant  to  governments  and  enlightened  peoples. 

These  and  other  analogous  reasons  have  undoubtedly  been  those  which  have  led  the 
government  of  Mexico  to  propose  to  the  sovereign  congress  that  it  should  take  into 
consideration  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  so  that  if  it  should  deem  it  adrw- 
able  it  should  declare  it  to  be  in  force,  as  it  has  not  been  abn>gated ;  and  in  order  that, 
in  consideration  of  what  is  actually  passing  in  various  part«  of  the  republic,  meaMinr^ 
may  be  rapidly  and  energetically  taken  for  stifling  at  the  commencement  that  ^irit  of 
anarchy  which  already  begins  to  show  itself  with  a  threatening  aspect. 

The  interest  of  the  government  in  this  question  is  the  same  as  that  felt  everywheK 
by  loyal  and  honest  citizens,  and  is  no  other  than  that  of  the  re-establishment  of  onler 
and  the  preservation  of  peace,  so  that*  industry,  commerce,  agriculture,  and  arts  awl 
sciences  may  prosper,  and  tliat  a  constitution  which  has  cost  the  nation  so  much  hluod- 
shed  and  wealth  may  be  duly  observed  throughout  the  country.  g 


I  From  the  Dlario  Oflclal,  Mexico,  Harch  11, 1868.— Translation.l 

[Editorial.] 

PACIFICATION  OP  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  great  question  of  the  day  in  the  periodical  press,  and  in  all  circles,  both  public 
and  priVate,  is  solely  that  of  the  necessity  of  immediate  proceeding  to  the  pacitieation 
of  the  oountry.  There  is  not  a  single  person  who  does  not  agree  that  reorgaoizatttm  is 
absolutely  impossible  if,  as  up  to  the  present  time,  the  system  be  continued  of  simfiiy 
using  words,  when  the  greatest  promptness  and  energy  of  action  is  reqnireil.  Undtr 
such  circumstaiK^es  the  government  has  submitted  to  uie  consideration  of  Congress  a  rr- 
pressivelaw,  against  the  abuses  which  are  already  being,  with  too  great  frequency,  com- 
mitted in  various  parts  of  the  republic.  This  has  provoked,  as  was  natural,  a  dmaf^ 
sion,  in  which  some  in  good  faith,  and  others  according  to  their  intentions,  find  faults 
and  merits  in  the  larw  in  question,  without  a  det>ermiuation  having  yet  been  arrived  at 
as  to  what  may  be  best  for  repressing  and  chastising  crime. 

A  proper  sidrit  in  general  certainly  prevails ;  but  as  things  are  not  looked  upon  in  th* 
same  manner  by  all,  there  are  some  who  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  yet  time  to  apply 
penalties  in  all  their  rigor,  and  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  resort  .to  thela.< 
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remedy,  when  the  patient  ie  at  the  final  stage  of  his  sicknese,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
we  Bhonld  nse  the  lenient  system,  which  is  opposed  to  the  sheddiuc  of  blood.  But 
there  are  others  who  believe  that,  in  consideration  of  the  common  aangera,  opinion 
will  not  delay  in  l^ecoming  unanimous,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  and  that  finally,  what 
may  be  most  condnsive  for  guaranteeing  individual  security  and  securing  public  order 
will  Ije  decreed.  The  definitive  decision  is  pending  between  tw^o  factious  of  the  rep- 
rewntatives  of  the  i)eople,  who  hold  difl:ereut  views  on  the  same  subject.  And  thus, 
while  »ome  call  themselves  6onstitutionalist«,  and  believe  that  the  constitution  itself 
eontaius  the  elements  which  will  cut  the  evil  sho^t,  others  also  call  themselves  consti- 
tutionalists, and  believe  that  to  be  able  to  preserve  the  constitution  it  is  necessary  to 
treat  insurgents  as  enemies  to  the  fundamental  charter,  which  authorizes  no  one  to 
make  war  upon  it. 

There  is,  then,  one  common  object  of  regard,  which  is  the  constitution ;  and  the  mani  - 
feJ<tation  of  afiection  for  it  consists,  that  some  consent  to  save  the  object  of  their  predi- 
It^ctions  without  availing  themselves  of  all  the  force  it  authorizes  in  the  reiielliiig  of  those 
who  attack  it ;  and  others,  on  the  contrary,  will  not  admit  that,  on  any  pretext  or  in 
any  manner,  it  shall  be  treated  with  disres])ect. 

All  society  is  interested  that  this  polemic  be  at  once  terminated,  and  that  the  guaran- 
tees be  guaranteed  which  are  promised  by  the  constitution,  and  that  the  constitution 
itjH'If  l)e  secured  on  solid  basis,  as  it  is,  indeed,  extremely  puinfid  that  the  peoide  can- 
not enjoy  the  rigbt>s  they  have  acquired,  but  are  daily  threatened  by  the  despotism  of 
kidnapiiers,  and  the  insufferable  tyranny  of  those  who  make  a  business  of  revolution, 
rendering  impracticable  the  beautiful  theories  of  our  system  of  government. 

It  is  repeated,  even  to  satiety,  but  unfortimately  witluMit  any  use,  that  the  only  thing 
thiU  we  want  is  peace,  as  with  that  would  come  spontaneously  all  the  other  blessings  of 
the  earth;  and,  nevertheless,  we  wish  it  to  subsist  without  severely  repressing  the  habit 
of  rebellion,  and  without  extirpating  the  custom  of  highway  robbery.  Tlie  resources  of 
thej^ovemment  and  of  the  country  will  become  exhausted,  as  has  been  the  case  at  other 
I)erio<ls,  and  there  will  be  no  nieans  of  transporting  from  point  to  x)oiut  the  troops  that 
uiay  be  necessary  to  send  to  those  places  where  anarchy  has  been  propagated ;  and,  what 
is  worse,  for  want  of  means  the  soldiers  become  deifioralized,  and  moreover  it  will  never 
U'  possible  to  see  realized  the  idea  of  presenting  ourselves  before  the  whole  world  as  a 
nation  without  bayonets. 

Our  occupation  will  become  the  same  as  that  of  the  women,  condemned,  according  to 
the  Grecian  mythology,  to  be  forever  filling  with  wat^ir  vessels  that  can  never  be  filled, 
and  our  labor  will  not  be  concluded  for  many  generatious.  It  has  not  been  the  piir- 
IMwe  of  the  government,  in  submitting  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  to  the  wis- 
dom of  congress,  that  abuses  should  be  introduced,  which  the  government  itself  has 
endeavored  to  avoid ;  nor  hsm  it  urged  that  it  should  be  made  general,  over  the  whole 
republic,  but  solely  that  it  be  declared  in  force  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  great  criminals 
who  cannot,  by  any  humane  means,  be  reduced  to  obedience  and  to  respect  for  the  con- 
stitutional order.    Any  other  interpretation  in  a  difterent  sense  is  inexact. 

The  great  care  of  the  government  is  to  weigh  its  present  and  future  responsibilities,    , 
and  make  the  laws  of  the  nation  resnected,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  so  as  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  those  who  live  wituiu  its  territory,  auid  to  acquire  a  glorious  name 
throughout  the  civilized  world. 

No  enterprise  of  material  advancement,  of  real  importance,  can  be  undertaken, 
because  not  only  are  the  pnblic .  funds  day  after  day  consumed  in  the  interminable 
arrangement  of  intestine  dissensions,  but  because  the  fountains  of  general  wealth  are 
paralyzed  by  the  want  of  confidence,  the  insecurity  of  property,  and  the  danger  to  which 
the  lives  of  pacific  citizens  are  exposed. 

Neither  can  attention  be  directed  to  what  conduces  to  labor  and  commerce,  because 
the  inhabitants  have  scarcely  time  to  protect  themselves  against  disturbances,  kidnap- 
ping, and  robberies.  Thus,  in  a  situation  so  perilous  for  all  social  interests,  would  it, 
perchance,  be  imprudent  to  positively  protect  the  honest  man  and  severely  punish  the 
bandit  T  It  would  be  desirable  that  the  ordinary  means  should  ■  suffice  for  suppressing 
crime,  and  not  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  more  rigorous  measures ; 
but  it  is  proved  that  by  this  means  we  cannot  succeed  in  deterring  the  hordes  of  high- 
way robbers  from  their  profession  of  plundering,  of  violations,  and  of  pillage ;  neither 
can  those  be  converted  who  pass  all  their  Uves  in  rebelling  against  whatever  order  may 
1h;  estJiblished. 

It  is,  therefore,  indispensable  definitively  to  secure,  with  all  energy,  tranquillity  in 
Mexico,  in  order  to  give  life  to  the  country,  and  to  affront  the  snares  of  the  enemy,  as 
well  as  all  the  eventualities  of  the  future. 

The  application  of  exceptional  punishments  is  not  asked  for  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  republic,  but  solely  and  especially  for  such  incorrigible  being^s  as  do  not  allow  society 
to  progress,  and  who  will  not  co-operate  in  the  development  of  industry  and  the  encour- 
agement of  commerce.  Therefore  no  one  who  does  not  enter  into  the  ranks  of  the  evil 
disposed  has  anything  to  fear,  as  it  is  evident  it  is  not  contemplated  to  establish  for 
the  future  what  is  at  the  present  time  sought  to  be  terminated.    The  government  has 
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given  snfficipnt  proofs  that  ita  deliberate  purpose  is  no  other  than  that  of  nuintaininp: 
order  and  trauc[!iillity,  demonstrating,  wlienever  it  haa  been  able,  that  the  balance  of 
justice  only  inclines  to  the  side  of  law,  and  that  its  only  desire  is  that  neither  nfttivw 
nor  foreij^ners  shall  think  lightly  of  the  constitution  of  Mexico;  that  it  shall  be 
respected  in  everj*  sense  of  the  word  and  that  it  shall  no  longer  be  left  exposed  to  the 
repeated  attacks  «)f  those  who  are  without  countr>%  and  who  recognize  no  power  but 
their  own  caprices,  and  no  influence  but  their  political  hatreds. 


[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  Mexico,  March  12, 1868.— Traiulaaon.] 
'       [Editorial.) 
PEACE. 

The  general  clamor  still  continuea  of  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  asking  for  the  energetic  8up]>re8«ion  of  the  disturbances  and  crimes  which 
unceasingly  continue  to  t^ke  place,  and  are  gradually  involving  all  society  in  uncer- 
tainty, uneasiness,  and  alarm ;  and  what  inspires  real  discontent,  and  the  greatest  dis- 
trust, is  not  only  what  is  happening  at  the  present  moment — although  the  actual  stat* 
of  things  is  sutiicieutly  unfavorable — but  what  will  infallibly  occur  in  the  future  if  the 
l>roi)agation  of  the  evil  be  not  checked  at  its  conmien cement. 

Hence  it  is  that  all  acknowledge  the  imperious  necessity  of  stifling  forever  the  voice 
of  anarchy,  in  order  that  the  fiiture  of  the  nation  may  be  aa  serene  and  beautiful  as  the 
liast  has  been  stonny  and  sorrowful. 

In  the  state  of  art^jVirs  that  at  present  exista,  althoujo^h  with  difficulty,  and  at  the  c«rt 
of  pecuniary  sacritices,  a  pacification  might  be  attained,  if  not  absolute  at  least  rela- 
tive, were  earnest  endeavors  ma<le  to  cut  up  by  the  roota  the  evils  which  have  lately 
again  threatened  us  for  the  hundredth  time ;  yet  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  more  the  action  of  justice  is  hastened,  the  quicker  and  greater  will  be  the  benefit 
accruing  to  the  ccmntry  in  general,  and  justice  must  be  exercised  with  a  strong  hawl, 
for  the  system  of  consideration  and  extreme  kindneas  cannot  correct  thoee  who  are 
steeped  iii  crime  and  have  acquired  a  second  nature  of  evil,  and  who  constantly  act 
perversely. 

What  is  of  the  highest  interest  is  to  save  society  which  is  threatened ;  for  if  the  prob- 
lem of  life  or  death  be  left  to  the  slow  resolution  of  time,  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
for  the  propagation  of  those  incalculable  evils  of  which  we  have  continually  to  com- 
plain, and  to  a  certain  extent  a  chance  will  be  given  to  the  evil-doers  to  complete  their 
work  of  destruction. 

Prudence  recommends  the  avoiding  of  delay  when  dangcrons  situations  begin  to  pre- 
sent themselves,  for  the  simple  reaaon  that  it  is  easier  and  less  expensive  to  struggle 
against  a  few  than  against  many,  and  because  aa  soon  aa  passions  arise  and  hostile  oe- 
nients  accumulate  in  great  proportions,  it  is  clear  that  it  becomes  indispensable  to 
make  preparations  in  the  same  sense,  which  occasions  expenses  and  disorders  of  every 
kind,  suflieieut  to  overcome  not  only  peoples  not  yet  organized,  but  the  stron^t  and 
most  wealthy  nations,  and  this  is  the  extreme  we  ought  at  all  costs  to  avoid,  m  order 
not  again  to  sink  into  the  abyss  out  of  which  we  have  just  emerged  with  so  much  mar- 
tyrdom and  so  lamentable  a  history.  If  we  were  treating  only  of  the  sapprenion  of 
such  common  crimes  as  remain  after  intestine  dissensions  in  all  countriea,  it  wonld  be 
well  to  use  leniency  towards  the  guilty,  according  as  the  case  and  circumstances  might 
demand ;  but  as  that  against  which  opposition  is  to  be  made  is  the  constant  state  of 
war  which  fratricides  maintain  and  wish  indefinitely  to  peq»otnate,  it  appears  reason- 
able to  procure  peace  through  such  means  as,  for  such  cases,  are  authorized  by  tiw 
laws  of  all  nations,  and  to  respond  to  the  disturbers  of  the  public  order  with  the  same 
arms  of  which  they  avail  themselves.  This  must  be  done  in  order  not  to  permit  the 
continuance  of  evils  into  which  an  enlightened  nation  should  not  be  led. 

As  the  general  opinion  throuj^hout  Mexico  is  that  it  is  now  time  to  pacify  the  repub- 
lic positively,  and  not  imaginarily,  this  opinion  should  without  delay  be  respected,  and 
the  cry  of  the  honest  inhabitants  should  be  responded  to  by  sincere  auid  vigoroas 
activity. 

The  merchant,  the  artisan,  the  farmer,  the  man  of  bnsiness,  families,  the  mjycrity.  in 
short,  of  the  inhabitants,  demand  personal  safety  and  real  guarantees  against  being  the 
victims  of  pillage,  demoralization,  robbery,  and  assassination ;  and  it  is  the  doty  of 
government  to  protect  them  in  their  properties  and  their  lives,  by  extirpating  the 
bands  of  highway  robbers  who,  under  diflerent  pretexts,  oppress  society,  imposing  upon 
it  their  despotic  meaaurea,  and  killing  those  who  refuse  to  follow  their  plans. 

It  being  the  common  interest  to  save  ourselves  from  a  situation  as  precarious  as  irk- 
some, as  prejudicial  as  discreditable,  what  can  be  more  just  and  proper  than  to  apply 
to  the  patient  the  only  remedy  that  exjierience  has  shown  to  be  efficacious,  and  to 
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make  onreelvwi  respects  by  our  own  people  aud  by  'foreigners ;  endeavoring  at  the 
Mine  time  to  develop  the  elements  of  wealth,  which  np  to  the  present  period  have 
bei'n  paralyze<l  by  disorders  and  a  spirit  of  systematic  insurrection. 

Public  criticism  having  thus  judge<l  the  present  circumstances,  it  only  remains  to  use 
the  utmost  rigor  against  those  who  have  no  other  rule  of  conduct  than  their  ijersonal 
ends;  and  we  trust  there  will  be  no  one  who  will  not  sustain  the  idea  of  applying  the 
law,  with  all  it*  severity,  against  those  who  maintain  themselves  in  a  ccmstant  state  of 
war  against  the  countrv,  and  who  prevent  the  constitution  of  the  United  Mexican 
Sutes  from  being  carrieA  into  practical  effect. 


IFrom  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  March  30, 1868.— Tranalation.] 
THE  PRESENT  SITUATION. 

The  public  again  saddens  at  the  thousand  rumors  of  pronunciamentos  which  inces- 
santly circulate.  Confidence  in  peace  is  being  lost,  and  fears  are  unreservedly  spread 
of  a  fresh  war,  arising  from  local  questions  which  have  sprung  up  in  almost  all  of  the 
States.  This  causes  not  only  grief,  but  profound  affliction  in  every  breast,  and  on  that 
account  do  the  immense  majority  of  the  country  cry  out  that  the  government,  with 
extraordinary  faculties,  or  without  them,  with  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  or  with 
thoee  in  force,  should  display  the  utmost  energy  in  extirpating  the  causes  of  new  calam- 
ities. 

We  are  told  that  yesterday  congress  held  no  session.  It  is  said  that  the  day  before, 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  set  forth  in  strong  terms,  during  a  secret  session,  the 
parity  of  the  situation,  and  that  to-day  some  resolution  will  l>e  come  t-o  respecting  the 
initiative  of  the  government  for  repressing  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  kidnap- 
pers, and  assassins. 

LA  IBERIA. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Xo.  144.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  June  15, 1868. 

Sm:  As  at  nearly  the  same  date,  the  9th  instant,  that  I  received  your 
dispatch  No.  61,  of  the  23d  of  May,  relating  to  the  outrage  at  Monterey, 
and  stating  that  you  awaited  my  report  with  reference  thereto,  my  dis- 
patch No.  131,  of  the  20th  of  May,  treating  of  that  subject,  must  have 
reached  the  department,  I  do  not  doubt  that  such  instructions  were  then 
forwarded  to  me  as  the  serious  character  of  this  case  may,  in  your  judg- 
ment, have  seemed  to  demand,  and  I  havfe  therefore  thought  it  my  duty 
to  defer  addressing  this  government  upon  th§  subject  untS  their  arrival, 
especially  as,  to  be  effective  in  sex5uring  just  redress  for  what  has  taken 
place,  and  in  preventing  the  occurrence  of  such  acts  in  the  future,  a 
direct  expression  of  the  feelings  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
with  regard  to  this  transaction  appears  to  be  necessary. 

No  aliasion  to  the  affair,  or  expression  of  regret  at  its  occurrence,  has 
yet  befen  made  to  me  by  this  government. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Ulrich,  consul  at  Monterey,  a 
letter,  inclosing  to  me  the  affidavits  of  the  parties  who  were  the  subjects 
of  the  outrage. 

A  copy  of  the  same  is  transmitted  to  the  department  herewith. 
I  hsLve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Mr.  UJrich  to  Mr,  Plumh. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

MoHttrey,  ifoy  28, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  ha<l  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  May  6,  9, 11,  and  12,  acknowl- 
edpu|(  receipt  of  vurions  lettera  of  mine. 

Ill  liilfillnient  of  your  request  iu  that  of  12th  of  May,  I  herein  incloBe  affidavits  of 
the  parties  who  were  the  subjects  of  the  outrage  of  April  21. 

In  case  I  C4in  render  any  further  assistauce  in  having  this  matter  righted,  you  will 
please  command  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ULRICH,  Omwl 
Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

U,  S,  Charg4  d'AffaireSf  Mexico. 

On  this  28th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1868,  before  me,  J.  ITlrich,  consul  of  the  United  State* 
of  America  for  Monterey,  Mexico,  personally  appeared  Samuel  B.  Kathrens,  E.  F.  Lie<b- 
ardt,  Forbes  Pottei',  Henry  Keiss,  J.  Montgomery,  and  F.  Zapffe,  to  me  well  known,  who, 
on  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose  as  follows,  and  did  in  my  presence  sign  their  names  to 
said  affidavits : 

I,  Samnel  B.  Kathretts,  am  an  American  citizen,  residing  and  doing  business  as  » 
merchant  in  the  city  of  Monterey.    On  the  evening  of  the  21  st  of  April,  1868,  in  com- 

5 any  with  Messrs.  F.  Potter,  E.  *F.  Liechardt,  J.  Montgomery,  H.  Reiss,  F.  Zapffe,  snd 
os^  Margain,  had  been  taking  some  champagne  at  the  billiard  room  of  Mr.  Zeigler,  in 
the  "calle  de  Dr.  Mier,"  jn  this  city,  and  at  about  11  oVlock  p.  m.  was  proceeding  home, 
(with  the  gentlemen  above  named,)  distant  from  the  billiard  room  not  quite  two  blocks, 
the  whole  party  talking  and  laughing  in  a  lively  manner,  but  making  no  discordant 
nor  unusual  noise.  On  our  arriving  at  the  comer  of  Commerce  and  Tlieater  streett, 
under  the  balcony  of  the  government  palace,  we  were  challenged  and  halted.  Mr.  Mar- 
gain  then  left  us,  and  went  up  stairs  in  the  palace  to  inquire  why  we  were  so  halted 
and  detained,  but  did  not  return ;  and  aft«r  a  delay  of  some  minutes  the  remaining  six  of 
us  were  marched  to  the  prison,  and  this  was  done,  as  I  understood  at  the  time,  by  an 
order  of  the  government.  On  our  arrival  at  the  prison  our  pockets  were  emptied  in  a 
forcible  manner,  ostensibly  for  purposes  of  safety,  but  leaving  my  watch  on  myperwn. 
We  were  then  thrust  into  the  yarcl  of  the  prison,  where  we  remained  during  the  whole 
night.  It  was  dark  when  we  entered,  ana  Mr.  Liechardt,  shortly  after  entering,  went 
to  urinate  in  one^omer  of  the  yard,  and  while  so  doing  received  a  heavy  blow  from 
one  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  inside  of  the  prison.  At  about  four  o'clock  of  the 
succeeding  morning  I  was  onlered  to  "  Uevar  el  caballo."  To  which,  not  undeistMiding 
the  order,  I  re]die<l,  "  I  had  no  horse."  The  most  of  us  then  seated  ourselves  on  a  bendi, 
and  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Potter  was  ordered  in  the  same  terms  to  do  the  same  work, 
and  not  instantly  proceeding  to  do  so,. was  severely  lashed  four  or  five  times.  Mr. 
Liechardt  nexj  received  the  same  order,  and  I  told  him  "for  God*8  sake  to  do  it,  as  he 
would  be  treattnl  in  like  manner."  They  were  then  ordered  into  one  of  the  cells  to  cany 
out  <  he  vessel  containing  the  accumulated  filth  of  the  prison.  I  heard  blows  adminis' 
tcred,  and  found  that  Mr.  LiechanU  had  received  them  for  refusing  to  do  this  disgiwt- 
ing  work.  After  daylight,  Messrs.  Zapife,  Potter,  Liechardt,  and  myself  were  earh 
given  a  small  broom  and  ordered  to  sweep  the  prison  yard ;  knowing'  what  would  be 
the  consequences  of  our  refusing  to  do  this,  we  compliec).  Mr.  Liechardt,  who  was  next 
to  me,  not  sweeping  to  suit  the  tastes  of  the  officer  who  held  the  whip,  (nervio  de  toio.) 
was  again  severelj^'  lashecl.  At  about  8^  o'clock  a.  m.  we  were  taken  before  the  alcalde 
Ist,  who,  upon  being  informed  by  the  policeman  that  we  had  been  arre«te*l  by  order  of 
the  government,  remanded  us  until  about  9|  or  10  o'clock,  when  he  returned  to  his 
court  and  stated  to  us  that  he  came  not  to  try  us,  but  to  sentence,  and  declared  each 
one  of  us  subject  to  a  tine  often  doUars,  for  creating  a  "  scandale"  the 'previous  night 
To  this  Mr.  Montgomery  objected,  stating  that  some  of  the  party  hml  been  sober,  and 
had  committe<l  no  offense,  and  the  tine  was  remitted.  We  demand«*d,  through  the 
American  consul,  Mr.  LHrich,  that  Narciso  Davila,  official  secretary  of  the  eoveraor, 
(who,  we  were  informed  by  the  alcalde,  had  personally  ordered  the"^  arrest,)  diould  be 
called  as  a  witness.  To  this  the  alcalde  objected,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  hare 
the  power  to  cite  him.  We  finally  were  released  without  the  payment  of  any  fine,  the 
alcaide  in  a  manner  ex])res8ing  liis  regret  at  the  occurrence.  We  had  been  eonfined 
during  the  previous  night  in  the  common  jail  yard  with  aliout  sixty  convicted  crimi- 
nals. Four  of  our  party  were  not  in  the  slightest  degree  under  the*  inflnenoe  of  wine 
or  liquor,  and  we  were  all  iu  company  together  merely. 

SAM'L  B.  KATHHEN8. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 
[seal.]  J.  ULEICH,  United  States  CxmnfL 
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I.  E.  F,  lAechardt,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  residing  and  doing 
hu>ine88  as  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  do  solemnly  swear :  That  on  the 
night  of  Tuesday,  April  21,  1858, 1  was  in  company  with  S.  B.  Kathrens,  F.  H.  Potter, 
F.  Zapffe,  J.  Montgomery,  and  If.  Reiss,  on  my  way  liome.  Wliile  passing  under  the 
balcony  of  the  government  building,  on  Theater  street,  we  were  ordered  to  stop  by  a 
party  of  soldiers  or  xmlicemen,  and  informed  that  we  were  arrested  by  order  of  Sr. 
Ihivila,  official  secretary  of  the  governor,  for  caiising  a  disturbance  in  the  street.  A 
Mexican  friend  of  mine,  Don  Jos^  Margain,  with  wliom  I  woa  walking  arm  in  arm, 
rPfineated  me  to  wait  a  moment,  saying  that  he  would  see  Sr.  Davila,  and  have  ns 
released;  but  Mr.  Margain  did  not  return,  and  we  were  taken  to  the  jail.  While  we 
w«re  standing  in  front  of  the  prison,  Mr.  Adolf  Landott,  an  American,  came  and  offered 
himself  as  security  for  us  all,  that  we  would  appear  the  next  morning  before  the 
all-aide  1st,  and  answer  to  whatever  charge  might  be  brought  against  us,  which  offer, 
although  Mr.  Landott  is  a  respectable  person,  with  considerable  means,  was  not  accepted. 
I  was  then  forcibly  relieved  of  the  contents  of  my  pockets,  excepting  twenty-five  cents. 
The  other  five  gentlemen  were  treated  in  a  like  manner,  excepting  two  of  the  party, 
who  retained  their  watches.  We  were  then  pushed  into  the  yard  of  the  common 
]}ri«)n,  along  w^ith  the  condemned  criminals.  I  was  not  long  in  the  place  before  I  had 
occasion  to  go  into  a  comer  of  the  yard  to  urinate,  when,  without  any  forew^arning,  I 
received  a  blow  over  my  back  with  a  cowhide,  the  mark  of  which  remained  for  several 
days  after  the  occurrence.  At  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Potter  was  told 
to  Uerar  el  cahalhj  (the  prison  name  for  the  tub  holding  the  excrement  and  urine  of  the 
priM)Der8,)  which  he  refused  to  do,  upon  which  he  received  several  lashes  on  his  back, 
which  tore  his  coat  and  lacerated  him  severely.  After  this  I  was  also  told  to  go  with 
Mr.  Potter,  but  not  understanding  what  they  meant  by  the  "  caballo,"  I  told  them  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  horses,  when  Mr.  Kathrens  said  to  me,  "  for  God's  sake  go 
and  see  what  they  want,  or  they  will  beat  you  also."  I  then  got  up  from  where  I  was 
seated,  and  Mr.  Potter  and  myself  were  led  into  a  room,  (we  had  been  kept  in  the  open 
vard  all  night,)  and  were  ordered  to  lay  hold  of  the  large  tub  containing  the  accnmn- 
lateil  filth  of  the  prison  for  the  twenty-four  hours  previous.  On  seeing  what  they 
wanted  I  refm^d  to  do  the  disgnsting  job,  when  two  severe  cuts  were  at  once  laid  on 
niy  back  by  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  inside  of  the  jail ;  so,  fearing  the  cons©- 
qaences,  I  assisted  in  doing  the  filthy  work,  and  we  carried  the  tub  to  the  middle  of 
the  prison  yard. 

At  about  daylight  one  of  the  Jailors  handed  a  small  broom  to  Messrs.  Kathrens,  Potter, 
Zapffe,  and  myself,  ordering  ns  to  sweep  the  prison  yard.  I  did  not  sweep  so  as  to  suit 
the  jailer,  when  he  struck  me  two  severe  blows  on  my  back,  which  left  their  marks  for 
several  days  on  my  person.  I  then  offered  the  twenty-five  cent5P  which  had  been 
left  in  my  pocket  to  any  of  the  regular  prisoners  of  the  jail  who  would  take  my  broom 
and  finish  the  job.  One  of  them  acceptved  the  offer,  and  by  this  means  I  saved  myself 
from  further  ill  treatment. 

Between  eight  and  nine  o*clock  we  were  liberated  to  appear  before  the  alcalde  Ist, 
and  while  waiting  for  him  to  make  his  appearance  I  went  in  search  of  a  lawyer  to  put 
onr  case  in  proper  shape.  While  I  was  abseni  on  this  errand  the  other  five  gi^iitlemen 
were  taken  before  the  alcalde,  so  I  know  little  of  what  then  took  place,  other  than 
that  when  I  returned  I  heanl  him  say  to  the  United  States  consul  and  Mr.  Landott 
that  they  should  come  in  the  afternoon  and  hear  his  •decision.  Mr.  Landott  went  at  the 
time  appointed,  and  was  told  that  none  of  us  would  be  fined,  and  that  he,  the  alcalde, 
was  very  sorry  that  the  affair  had  taken  place. 

E.  F.  LIECHARDT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 
[8KAL.]  J.  ULRICH,  United  States  Consul, 

I.  F.  H,  Pottery  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  i)rofes8ion  a  merchant, 
and  temporarily  resident  in  Monterey,  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  colle.cting  an  amount 
dae  me  for  arms  sold  to  the  government  for  the  use  of  the  array  under  General  Escobedo, 
do  solemnly  swear:  That  on  the  evening  of  April  21st  1868,  while  on  the  street,  I  was 
met  by  two  friends,  E.  F.  Liechardt  and  Samuel  B.  Kathrens,  who  invited  mo  to  their 
store  to  take  a  gla^s  of  wine ;  after  doing  so  we  went  to  the  billiard  room  of  a  Mr. 
Zeigler,  where  we  found  some  other  foreigners,  among  whom  were  Messrs.  Montgomery, 
Reiss,  and  Zapfi'e,  and  where  we  were  afterwards  joined  by  Sr.  Jos^  Margain,  and  other 
Mexican  gentlemen  not  known  to  me.  This  was  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  j).  m.  We 
then  took  some  champagne,  and  without  unusual  noise,  other  than  talking  and  singing. 
Alxmt  this  timCj  Measrs.  Liechardt  and  Kathrens  showed  some  signs  of  intoxication, 
but  did  not  create  any  great  disturbance.  We  then  proposed  to  go  home,  and  as  nearly  all 
of  us  lived  in  the  same  direction,  we  decided  to  see  these  two  gentlemen  to  their  homes  first^ 
We  then  starte<l,  Mr.  Kathrens  and  myself  taking  the  lead.  When  und«ir  the  balcony 
of  the  governor's  palace,  we  were  halted  by  a  body  of  policemen ;  when  very  near  us 
they  cned  out  the  usual  '*  quien  vive,"  and  I,  being  in  the  advance,  answered  "  Mexico," 
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not  thinking  of  being  stopped  at  this  honr ;  we  walked  quietly  along,  when  the  pi>lire 
confronted  us.  I  then  asked  the  chief  of  the  policemen  what  he  wishe*!,  and  he  answennl 
that  we  were  under  arrest.  I  asked  him  for  what  oifense.  He  replied  '*  by  order  of  th« 
secretary'  of  the  governor."  By  this  time  the  rest  o^  the  party  came  up,  and  on  th«ir 
asking  what  was  the  matter,  the  policeman  re|HMited  what  he  had  told  me.  This  tiMtk 
place  about  one  block  from  the  billiard  room,  and  but  three  or  four  doors  from  the  irton* 
of  Messrs.  Liechardt  and  Kathrens.  The  police  felt  (or  seemed  to  do  so)  very  reluctant 
alM)ut  arresting  us,  but  the  only  reason  given  to  us  for  their  so  doing  was'  that  they 
were  ordered  to  do  so  by  Secretary  Davila.  At  this  time  Mr.  Margain,  who  was  of  thV 
pai-ty,  stated  that,  as  the  secretary  was  a  friend  of  his,  he  would  go  and  see  him  ahi)nt 
the  matter ;  so  Mr.  Margain  and  the  other  Mexican  gentlemen  of  the  party,  and  the 
chief  of  the  police  squad,  w^eiit  up  stairs  into  the  palace  to  int>ercede  for  un.  Alter  abont 
twenty  minutes  the  |)olicenmn  returned  alone,  and  told  us  we  must  go  to  prison.  Our 
Mexican  friends,  Mr.  Margain  and  the  others,  being  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes.  Wf 
proceeded  under  charge  of  the  ])olice,  without  any  remonstrance  or  resistance  what«*v**r 
on  our  part,  as  we  supposed  when  we  explained  the  matter  to  the  alcalde,  and  he  fonixi 
most  of  our  party  entirely  sober,  he  would  allow  us  also  to  go  to  our  homes.  On  om 
arrival  at  the  door  of  the  jail  we  were  ordered  to  enter  the  hall  leading  to  the  gate  of  thf 
prison  yard.  We  then  asked  the  alcalde  why  we  were  there  T  He  replied  ^'hyonlK 
of  the  secretary  of  the  governor,"  and  then  in  a  very  insulting  manner  ordere<l  bis  m^-o 
to  search  our  persons.  Mr.  Liechardt  was  the  first  person  searched,  and.  not  contentnl 
with  his  delivering  up  the  contents  of  his  pockets,  they  insisted  on  being  allowi>4l  ti> 
thrust  their  hands  in.  After  they  hail  done  searching  him,  they  put  him  insidt*  thf 
door  of  the  prison.  On  their  commenc ing  to  search  me,  I  asked  as  a  favor  that  they  woiiM 
allow  me  to  give  them  what  my  pockets  contained.  At  this  they  became  ver>'  indig- 
nant, insulted  me  with  abusive  language,  shoved  me  against  the  wall,  and  fon-ih)v 
thrust  their  hands  into  my  pockets,  taking  from  me  everything  but  my  w^atch.  As  I  h.id 
that  evening  had  an  interview  with  Greneral  Escobedo  regarding  a  claim  I  have  fur 
several  thousand  dollars  against  the  government,  I  had  in  my  pocketfi  the  papeiv  rout- 
ing to  said  claim.  These  papers  and  mv  private  letters  were  taken  from  me,  but  wrn- 
returned  to  me  the  next  morning.  Mr.  Kathrens  was  treate<l  in  the  saiiie  manner.  At 
this  time  Mr.  A.  Landott,  an  American  citizen,  a  man  of  property,  established  in  Montefv>, 
came  to  the  jail,  when  two  of  the  party  were  allowe<l  to  deposit  with  him  their  effecu 
Mr.  Landott  then  ottered  to  the  alcalde  that  he  wonld  be  resnonsible  for  our  appearance 
before  the  proper  authorities  in  the  morning  if  they  woula  release  us.  He  answeml 
that  this  was  not  possible,  as  we  were  sent  to  the  prison  by  order  of  the  secretarv  oi 
the  governor.  The  doors  of  the  jail  were  then  opened,  and  we  were  in  an  instmiu 
manner  ordered  #[>  enter.  We  were  put  into  the  filthy  yard  of  the  jail,  where  wen* 
lying  around  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  convicts.  After  we  had  entered,  Mr.  Liechardt  and 
myself  went  to  the  back  part  of  the  yard  together,  for  the  purpose  of  urinating.  Whil' 
doing  this,  an  otticer  of  the  prison  came  up  to  us  from  where  he  was  sleeping.  »w\ 
struck  Mr.  Liechardt  a  severe  blow  with  what  they  call  a  "nervio  de  toro,"  at  thf 
same  time  abusing  us  with  the  most  instUting  wortls  in  their  language.  We 
then  sat  down  u])on  a  bench,  in  the  rear  of  the  yard,  to  pass  the  night  as  we  Iteht 
could.  At  about  tour  o'clock  next  morning  the  prisoners  were  called  up  for  their  coffee  or 
soup,  and  when  they  saw  us  sitting  there,  they  or  manv  of  them  commence<l  insulting: 
us,  by  hooting  at  us  and  using  towards  us  laug^iage  wnich  it  is  impossible  for  me  u* 
express  in  any  but  their  own  language.  After  finishing  their  coffee  or  soup,  they  gxtb- 
ered  about  us,  when  a  man  whom  they  call  the  "president  of  the  prison*  came  tome, 
as  I  was  sitting  first  on  the  bench,  and  ordered  mo  to  go  and  "  llevar  el  caballo."  Mr. 
Liechardt,  wlio  was  sitting  next  to  me,  not  understanding  what  he  waute<l,  t4»W  hira 
"  we  don't  wan*t  any  horse."  At  this  the  prisoners  commenced  again  insulriug  ils.  He  then 
repeat^'d  his  onler  to  me;  I  replied  that  I  did  not  understand  him.  He  then  re]M*»tt^ 
his  order  several  times,  and  to  each  rejietition  I  replied  "no,  Sefior."  He  then  went  t«' 
a  room  in  the  jail  an*l  returned  with  a  whii>  (nervio  de  toro)  in  his  hands.  This  pnv 
ceiMling  was  again  greeted  by  the  shouts  and  jeers  of  the  convict«.  He  repeate<i  hi* 
order,  and  then,  on  my  again  refusing  to  obey,  he  said  "  if  you  won't  go  I  will  nukf 
you,"  and  then  commenced  beating  me  on  the  shoulders  and  back  very  severely.  Hi 
again  repeated  his  order,  adding  "  will  you  go  uowf "  To  which  I  again  replirtl  **nn. 
Senor."  I  then  asked  my  companiom*  if  1  should  go,  and  they  answered  no.  I  M  u«»^ 
move.  He  then  again  beat  me,  the  marks  of  all  these  blows  being  visible  on  my  p<T«wn  fnr 
over  two  weeks.  About  this  time  some  of  our  party  said  I  should  go,  or  the  next  hh>w 
might  be  over  my  head.  I  then  started,  this  fellow  walking  directly  Ijehiud  me,  with  hi> 
whip  in  such  a  position  as  to  enable  him  to  use  it  with  Ciicility.  Mr.  Liechanlt  jfulUiweiL 
seeing  that  it  would  be  folly  to  refuse  anything  demanded  of  us.  We  pa.*4sed  into  one 
of  the  cells,  and  were  there  shown  what  the  "cabtUlo"  was — a  barrel  i-ontainin^  th^ 
tilth  of  the  prisoners  of  the  previous  day,  which  emit  toil  a  sickening  stench.  Ou  .Mr. 
Liechardt's  entering  the  cell  where  this  vessel  was,  becoming  sick  from  the  effluvia,  be 
walked  in  slowly  with  his  hand  to  his  nose,  seeing  which  the  man  gave  him  a  neveir 
blow  with  the  whip  to  hurry  him  up.    We  were  then  ordered  to  take  the  barrel  and  carr^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  497 

it  to  a  corner  of  the  yard,  which  we  did.  After  we  had  put  the  barrel  in  the  comer  Mr. 
Liecliardt  remonstrated  against  this  treatment,  when  he  was  again  beat<*n  severely. 
After  this,  they  brought  some  brooms  and  ordered  us  to  sweep  the  yard.  We  did  not 
niii9e  to  do  tliis,  but  went  to  work  as  be*t  we  knew.  At  this  point  another  oHicial 
uiadi*  his  appearance,  and  with  whip  in  hand  seemed  watching  for  an  opi)ortuuity  to 
o^ie  it.  Mr.  Liechardt  it  seems  ditl  not  use  the  broom  so  as  to  please  him,  when  he  wa« 
a^'ain  beat4*n  upon  the  back.  During  all  this  time  we  made  no  reply  to  the  insulting 
]iiu|^iage  whicli  was  applied  to  us.  At  al)Out  seven  o\*lock  we  wrote  a  note  to  the 
United  States  consul  here,  asking  him  to  have  us  released  if  possible,  as  we  were  in 
I'oiLstant  fear  that  something  worse  wouhl  come ;  and  it  was  ^vith  great  difficulty  that 
we  could  pet  a  messenger  to  carr>'  our  note.  At  about  eight  oVlock  we  were  released 
froui  the  jail,  through  the  influence  of  the  consul  and  other  friev<ls,  (foreigners.)  We 
wf rp,  at  about  ten  o*clock,  t^iken  before  the  "  alcalde  ijrimere,"  who  came  into  the  court 
niom,  and,  seating  himself  with  much  dignity,  and  without  the  public  hearing  of  a  sin- 
^fif  witness,  stated  that  we  had  been  guilty  of  creating  a  "scancialo"  in  the  streets,  and 
tliat  we  should  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  each,  and  at  once  called  his  secretary  to  record 
our  names  and  tiie  fine.  Upon  being  asked  where  his  proofs  were  that  we  had  created 
a  "scaDdalo,"  he  said  his  proof  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Davila,  official  secretaiy  of  the 
jrovemor.  The>  consul  then  requested  that  the  witness  should  be  brought  inti)  court. 
The  alcalde  answered  that  this  could  not  be  done.  At  this  time  it  was  told  to  the 
alcalde  that  four  of  our  party  were  entirely  sober  when  arrested.  He  then  asked  who 
were  the  parties  intoxicated,  and  was  told  that  Messrs.  Liechardt  and  Kathrens  had 
}*eeu  nlightly  in  that  condition.  He  then  said  he  would  remit  the  fine  of  the  four  who 
wen*  guiltless  of  any  offense ;  but  on  being  informed  of  the  treatment  we  had  been  sub- 
jt'cted  to  in  the  prison,  he  also  remitted  the  fine  of  the.  other  two.  We  then,  having 
ohtamed  the  8er>ice  of  a  lawyer,  carrie<l  the  matter  before  the  jurez  de  detras,  where 
(lie  cose  now  i^. 

F.  H.  POTTER. 

Swoni  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 
[SKAL.]  J.  ULRICH,  Consul 

!<,  Henry  Beiss^  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  residing  and  doing  bnsincss 
'Hf-  a  carriage  manufacturer  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  do  solemnly  swear:  That  on 
the  night  of  the  21st  of  April,  1868,  between  the  hours  of  ti*n  and  eleven  o'clock,  I  was 
in  the  billiard  room  of  Mr.  Zeigler  playing  a  game  of  eucher,  in  company  with  Mr.. 
Z  ipffc,  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  otht^rs.  While  so  engaged,  Messi-s.  Liechardt,  Kathrens, 
and  Potter  came  in,  and  Mr.  Liechardt  invited  us  to  take  some  chan^)aguo  with  them. 
On  our  refusing,  he  insisted,  stating  that  as  he  had  received  good  news,  of  much  value 
to  hiin,  we  muMt  drink  with  him.  We  then  took  some  champagne  and  were  joined  in 
doing  so  by  Sefior  Jos^  Margaiu  and  some  other  Mexican  gentlenum.  After  this  Mr. 
Liechardt  asked  us  to  accompany  him  home,  which,  with  the  rest  of  the  party,  we  did. 
When  under  the  balcony  of  the  palace,  and  a  short  distance  from  the  store  of  Messrs. 
Liechardt  and  Kathrens,  we  were  halted  by  some  policemen,  in  the  usual  manner,  when, 
I  responded  to  their  demand  of  ^'  qiiieu  vive,"  **  Mexico,"  and  then  told  them  we  were 
Americans.  The  police  then  t<dd  us  that  they  had  orders  from  the  governor  to  arrest 
U.H.  I  also  aaked  them  if  they  did  not  know  me,  to  which  they  answered,  *^  Yes,  we 
know  you  all."  W^e  then  ajsked  the  cause  of  (mr  aiTcst,  and  were  told  by  the  police 
that  they  knew  nothing  about  it.  At  this  time  one  of  the  jwlicemen  started  to  go  to 
the  palace,  in  company  with  Sefior  Miu-gain,  leaving  the  rest  of  us  in  the  street  in 
cliargf  of  two  policemen.  Mr.  Margaiu  did  not  return.  The  policeman  returned  after 
a  hhort  time,  and  told  us  that  he  could  do  nothing,  as  the  governor  was  not  at  the 
I»ahice,  but  that  he  had  spoken  with  the  governor's  secretary,  Senor  Davila,  and  that 
he  had  ordered  him  to'  take  us  to  the  prison  and  treat  us  with  rigor.  The  Mexicans 
who  had  been  along  with  us  were  allowed  to  go  to  their  h(»mes.  We  were  then  marched 
to  the  prison,  and  stopped  at  the  entrances,  or  **8aguan,"  and  there  searched,  and  our  pro- 
I>erty  taken  from  us.  After  this  we  were  ])ut  into  the  yanl  of  the  prison,  with  over 
sixty  ciimituils  of  every  gi*ade  of  crime,  with  whom  we  had  to  pass  the  night,  subjected 
to  all  sorts  of  insults.  Immediately  after  our  entrance  int-o  the  yard  of  the  prison,  Mr. 
Liechardt  went  to  a  gutter  in  a  corner  of  the  yard  to  urinate,  when  he  was  struck  a 
severe  blow  with  a  whip,  called  "nerx'io  de  toro,"  by  one  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
inside  of  the  prison.  We  paused  the  night  as  well  jis  we  were  able  under  the  circ^um- 
stances.  At  about  four  o'clock  next  morning  they  ordered  two  of  our  party  to  clean 
the  priv>',  and  on  their  refusing  to  do  it  they  were  beaten  by  the  officer  so  severely  as 
to  retain  the  marks  for  several  days  on  their  persons.  We  were  then  ordered  to  sweep 
the  yard,  and  some  of  our  party,  not  sweeping  to  please  them,  were  again  beaten.  There 
wan  no  resistance  made  by  any  of  us  to  the  arrest;  neither  had  there  been  any  hallooing 
nor  disorderly  conduct  by  any  of  us  while  in  the  street.  There  were  only  two  of  the 
I»arty  at  all  mider  the  influence  of  liquor,  one  of  them  perfectly  "  at  himself,"  the  other 
couAi<lerably  intoxicated,  but  neither  of  them  disorderly.    The  other  four  were  per- 
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fectly  sober,  and  we  were  talking  along  conversing  in  an  ordinary  tone.  I  waa  in  the 
rear  with  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  if  there  had  been  any  unusual  noise  I  would  have  heanl 
it.  lu  the  morning,  when  we  were  brought  before  the  alcalde  Ist,  he  stated  tluit  we 
had  been  guilty  of  creating  disturbance  on  the  street,  and  that  he  came  to  seatenc**  iw, 
not  to  try  us.  That  he  hjwl  just  been  to  the  palace  and  heard  there  all  the  particular^ 
and  therefore  would  sentence  us  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  each.  We  remoD8trat4Hl 
against  this  summary  proceeding,  claiming  that  as  we  were  guiltless  of  making  any  dis- 
order we  should  not  be  punished,  and  asked  him  to  profluce  his  witnesses  in  ^wn 
court.  He  said  he  had  all  the  facts  from  Sefion  Davilo,  official  secretary  of  the  gov- 
ernor, and  that  he  could  not  compel  him  to  appear  and  testify.  We  then  satisfied  him 
of  our  innocence,  and  he  remitted  the  tines  a^  to  four  of  us,  and  subsequently  of  tht^ 
other  two.  His  attention  was  then  called  by  the  Unit<^d  States  consul  to  our  bail  treat- 
ment iu  the  jail,  when  lie  stated  that  we  coiild  obtain  redress  for  all  onr  grievances  iu  the 
courts.  We  made  no  noise  iu  the  streets  before  our  arrest.  We  made  no  re^iKtaiice 
to  the  arrest.  We  had  no  quarrel  with  the  convicts  in  the  prison.  All  the  whipping 
was  (Tone  by  officials  of  the  jail. 

HENRY  REISS. 

Sworn  to  an^subscribed  before  me. 
[SEAL.]  J.  ULRICH,  United  States  CotitHl 

I,  J.  P.  Momtgomeriff  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stat-es  of  America,  resident  in  Texas,  a 
stock-raiser  by  profession,  now  trading  in  arms  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  and  haviti); 
some  time  since  furnished  arms  to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  do  solemnly  swear:  Thai 
between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  2l8t  April,  1868, 1  was  in  Zeig- 
ler^s  billiard  room,  in  companv  with  Messrs.  Reiss,  Zaplfe,  and  others,  playing  a  j^anie 
eucher  for  amusement.  While  so  engaged,  Messrs.  Liechardt,  Katlirens,  and  Pottrt 
entered  the  establishment,  and  invited  us  to  take  some  champagne  with  them,  which  at 
first  we  refused.  Mr.  Liechardt  then  insisted  that  we  should  do  so,  stAtiug  that  he  had 
received  some  good  news,  worth  over  $^^,000  to  him,  and  that  we  must  join  him  iu  celf- 
brating  the  event.  We  then  joined  him  in  drinking  some  champagne,  and  he  then 
requested  us  to  accompany  him  to  his  home,  which  we  all  proceeded  to  do  in  comiKiDy 
with  some  Mexican  gentlemen  of  the  party.  When  at  the  governor's  palace,  not  seveutj- 
five  yards  from  the  store  of  Liechardt  and  Kathrens,  w^e  were  halted  by  8onie  policeuieo 
in  the  usual  manner,  when  Mr.  Reiss,  who  was  walking  with  me,  (we  1>eing  in  the  pmir 
■of  the  party,)  answered  to  their  challenge  of  "  quien  vive,"  "  Mexico."  They  then  «ii«l 
something  else,  which  I  did  not  understand,  to  which  he  resjionded,  "  Somas  Americanos" 
The  police  then  told  us  that  they  had  onlers  from  the  government  to  arrest  ns.  Mr. 
iReiss  then  asked  him  if  he  did  not  know  him.  He  answered  that  he  knew  all  of  us. 
~We  then  asked  why  we  were  arrested,  to  which  the  police  answered  that  they  did  not 
know  the  cause  of  the  arrest.  At  this  time  one  of  the  police,  in  company  witluDr. 
Margain,  one  of  our  party,  who  had  also  partaken  of  champagne  with  us,  left  the  hal- 
ance  of  us  on  the  street  in  charge  of  the  policemen  until  their  return.  Socm  afterward*' 
the  policeman  returned  and  told  us  he  could  do  nothing,  aa  the  governor  was  not  in  th** 
palace,  but  that  he  had  talked  with  the  jjovemor^s  secretary,  and  tliat  he  hail  onlered 
idm  to  put  us  in  prison  _and  treat  us  with  rigor.  The  Mexicans  w^ho  were  with  n^ 
however,  were  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes.  We  were  then  taketi  to  the  jail  and  placid! 
in  the  "  saguan,"  a  front  entrance,  where  the  whole  party  were  searched,  and  aU  that 
they  had  forcibly  taken  from  them.  Nothiu^j  was  taken  from  me,  as  I  had  nothing  val- 
uable about  my  person.  They  then  put  us  into  the  open  yard,  inside  of  the  iwimui. 
where  were  some  sixty  or  more  convicts,  munlerers,  and  robbers  of  everj'  gimie^  ami 
.vermin  innumerable,  and  in  this  vard  and  in  such  company  we  passed  the  night,  snl»- 
ject  to  jeers  and  insult-s  of  every  kind.  Immediately  on  our  entrance  into  the  prinoo 
one  of  the  party  went  into  a  comer  of  the  yard,  where  there  is  a  gutter,  to  nrinate.  when 
one  of  the  officers  in  charge  struck  him  a  severe  blow  with  a  whift  called  **  uervio  de 
toro."  We  passed  the  night  as  we  could,  not  trj'ing  to  sleep,  as  we  did  not  know  what 
might  be  done  to  us  if  we  did  by  the  wretches  by  whom  we  were  surrounded.  The  next 
morning,  at  about  four  o'clock,  they  called  on  two  of  us  to  clean  the  privy,  which  they 
at  first  refused,  but  were  compelled  to  do  it  by  the  officer  in  charge,  who  lieat  them 
severely  for  their  first  refusal.  The  marks  from  this  1>eating  reniaiuect  on  their  iHxHes 
for  several  days.  We  were  then  put  to  sweeping  out  the  yard  of  the  jail,  and  when  this 
work  did  ^ot  suit  them  they  again  lashed  some  of  the  party.  When  the  arresit  wa* 
made  there  was  no  hallooing  or  noise,  nor  did  I  hear  any  of  the  party  making  a  noise 
on  the  street  during  the  night.  There  were  only  two  of  the  party  at  all  under  the  infln- 
euc^  of  liquor,  and  of  these  one  was  perfectly  at  himself.  The  other  waa  considerably 
intoxicated,  but  made  no  noise  whatever  on  the  street.  The  other  four  were  perfectly 
sober,  and  we  were  going  along  conversing  in  an  ordinary  manner.  I  wjia  some  distanee 
in  the  rear  of  the  party,  with  Mr.  Reiss,  and  I  heard  no  noise  coming  fttjm  tboM'  in  front 
In  the  morning,  when  we  were  brought  before  the  alcalde  1st,  he  commence<t  by  rtatin^; 
that  he  did  not  come  to  try  us,  but  to  sentence  us  for  creating  a  "  scandalo'*  un  the 
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street.  That  he  had  been  to  the  palace,  and  had  heard  the  particulars  of  onr  rase,  and 
that  he  would,  therefore,  fine  na  ten  dollars  each.  Against  this  we  remonstrated,  claim- 
ing that  as  most  of  us  were  innocent  he  was  doing  us  great  injustice.  We  then  demanded 
that  the  witnesses  should  be  produced  to  prove  the  cnarges  against  us.  These  witnesses 
w?re  not  produced.  On  our  satisfying  him  that  most  of  us  were  not  guilty  of  having 
been  drunk^  he  remitted  the  fine  as  to  four  of  us,  and  afterwards  remitted  also  the  fine 
ofthe  other  two. 

J.  P.  MONTGOMERY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 
[8EAL.]  J.  ULRICH,  Consul. 

I,  L  P,  Zapffej  a  native  of  Norway,  resident  over  ten  years  in  the  UnitM  States, 
now  li\ing  and  doing  business  as  a  watch-maker  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  do  solemnly 
swear:  ThaX  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  April,  1868, 1  was,  in  company  with  others,  in 
the  billiard  room  of  Mr.  Zeigler,  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  plajang  a  game  of  eucher  for 
amusement.  While  so  engaged,  Messrs.  E.  F.  Liechardt,  L.  B.  Kathrens,  and  F.  H. 
Potter  entered,  and  asked  us  to  join  them  in  partaking  of  some  chamuagne,  which  we 
did,  and  were  afterwards  joined  by  Don  Jos^  Margain  and  other  Mexicans  whose 
names  I  do  not  know.  Wnile  doing  this  none  of  us  were  disorderly,  nor  made  any 
noiae  other  than  would  usually  take  place  under  such  circumstances.  It  being  between 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  it  was  proposed  we  should  go  to  our  homes,  and  a4  we  all  lived 
in  nearly  the  same  direction,  we  (Messrs.  Liechardt,  Potter,  Kathrens,  Montgomery, 
Eeias,  and  myself,  and  the  Mexicans  who  were  with  us)  started  to  do  so,  and  while  on 
the  street  made  no  noise  or  other  disturbance  other  than  talking,  and  that  not  in  a 
noisy  manner.  WTien  under  the  balcony  of  the  governor's  jmlace  we  were  saluted  with 
the  unoal  "quien  vive"  by  a  squad  of  policemen,  to  which  one  of  our  party  answered 
*•  Mexico."  They  then  drew  their  sabers,  ordered  us  to  halt,  and  the  one  who  appeared 
to  be  in  command  told  us  that  he  arrested  us  by  order  of  Seftor  Davila,  secretary  of  the 
jfovenior.  By  this  time  the  re«t  of  the  party  came  up,  and  were  told  the  same.  Mr. 
Hargain,  who  was  included  in  the  arrest,  then  said  that,  as  he  was  a  personal  friend  of 
Seitor  Davila,  he  would  go  up  stairs  and  try  to  have  us  released.  The  chief  of  the 
squad  of  police  and  the  other  three  Mexicans  accompanied  him,  leaving  us  in  the  street 
under  the  charge  of  the  remaining  policemen.  After  about  twenty  minutes  the  police- 
man returned  (without  the  Mexicans  of  our  party,  who  had  been  allowed  to  ^o  to  their 
homes)  and  told  ns  that  the  secretary  had  ordered  him  to  take  us  to  jail.  Without  any 
reaiatance  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  six  of  us  (foreigners)  who  remained,  we  went  to 
the  jail,  hoping  that  when  the  alcalde  in  charge  of  the  prison  saw  that  most  of  us  were 
wber  he  would  release  us.  On  our  reaching  the  prison  we  asked  the  alcalde  why  we 
had  been  arrest^l,  when  he  answered  in  a  very  insolent  manner,  that  we  had  been* sent 
to  prison  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  governor.  We  were  then  searched,  and  all 
we  had  abont  ns  taken  from  us,  excepting  the  watches  of  two  of  the  party.  The  search- 
ing was  done  in  a  very  rude  and  violent  manner.  At  this  time  Mr.  Landott,  a  man  of 
property,  doing  business  in  Monterey,  and  well  known,  made  his  appearance,  when  two 
^  onr  party  were  allowed  to  deposit  their  property  in  his  hands.  Mr.  Landott  then 
offered  himself  as  security  for  the  appearance  of  all  of  us  to  answer  any  charges  that 
mi^t  be  made  against  us  in  the  momifig.  This  was  refused  by  the  alcalde,  he  stating 
that,  as  we  were  sent  to  prison  by  order  of  the  governor's  secretary,  he  had  no  power  to 
release  ns  on  bail.  We  were  then  ordered  to  enter  the  prison,  ana  were  placed  inside 
of  the  vard  where  were  confined  fifty  »»r  sixty  of  the  convicte<l  criminals  of  the  state. 
Two  of  our  number,  Mr.  Liechardt  and  Mr.  Potter,  went  to  the  gutter  in  the  yard  to 
urinate,  and  while  so  engaged  a  man  jumped  from  his  bed  and  struck  Mr.  Liechardt  a 
severe  hXow  on  his  back.  We  then  seated  ourselves  on  a  bench  in  the  yard  to  pass  the 
night.  We  sat  the^e,  very  cold  and  uncomfortable,  until  about  four  oVlock  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  the  convicts  were  called  to  take  their  soup  or  coftee.  When  they  saw  us, 
they  commenced  insulting  us  in  the  most  disagreeable  manner,  using  towards  us  the 
roort  obscene  and  filthy  words  of  their  language.  To  all  this  we  made  no  replv,  as  we 
ft^red  from  their  number  we  would  be  very  roughly  handled  if  we  did  so.  I'his  was 
continued  until  an  ofticer,  called  the  president  of  the  prif^n,  made  his  appearance  and 
ordered  os  to  "  llevar  el  caballo."  Mr.  Liechardt,  not  understanding  what  was  mean^; 
by  this  term,  answered  that  he  had  no  horse.  At  this  the  convicts  again  commenced 
Iwoting  at  and  insulting  us.  The  official  then  addresscMl  Mr.  Potter,  who  sat^rst  on  the 
seat,  who  told  him  he  did  not  understand  him.  The  demand  was  repeated  several  times, 
Mr.  Potter  answering  always  "no,  sefior,"  when  the  official  drew  from  under  his  blanket- 
a  whip  ("ncrviode  toro")  and  struck  Mr.  Potter  very  severely  across  the  back  and 
shoulders,  all  of  which  was  repeated  three  or  four  times  more.  We  then  advised  Mr. 
Potter  to  go,  as  we  feared  any  further  refusal  would  be  still  more  severely  treatod.  At 
this  he  arose  to  go  to  the  place  jwinted  out,  and  Mr.  Liechardt  was  ordered  to  accom- 
pany him.  They  then  went  inside  of  a  room  and  found  a  large  tub  filled  with  the  filth 
of  the  priBoners,  which  they  were  told  to  carr^^  out.    While  these  two  were  in  the  room 
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I  hcanl  several  blows,  and  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  Liechardt  carrying  the 
tub  across  the  yanl.  While  they  were  passing  behind  the  "tanke,"  near  the  "comuu,'' 
I  heard  the  official  cursing  these  gentlemen,  and  al«o  heard  other  blows  admini»ttml. 
8oon  after  this  another  official  made  his  ai>i»ea ranee  and  ordered  us  to  sweep  the  yarrl. 
We  complied  with  this  order,  the  man  in  cliarge  stcinding  behiml  us  with  a  whip.*  Mr. 
Liechai'dt,  not  sweeping  to  suit  him,  was  struck  several  time«.  There  was  no  row  be- 
tween us  and  the  convicts;  we  endured  their  insults  without  a  word.  The  beating  was 
all  done  by  officers  of  the  prison.  At  seven  or  eight  o'clock  we  were  allowed  to  go  out- 
side and  wait  until  we  should  be  heard  by  the  alcalde  1st,  and  at  about  ten  oVloek  we 
were  taken  to  his  court.  This  gentleman  then,  without  hearing  a  witness,  tohl  us  thai 
he  came  to  sentence  us  for  creating  a  "scandalo"  on  the  street,  and  that  he  would  fijie 
us  ten  dollars  each.  He  was  then  asked  to  prmluce  the  witnessc^s.  He  said  the  secre- 
tary- of  the  governor  was  his  witness,  and  that  he  could  not  compel  him  to  appear.  We 
objected  to  the  fine  as  uniust.  He  then  asked  if  none  of  us  were  drunk.  The  reply 
was  tiiat  two,  Messrs.  Liecnardt  and  Kathrens,  had  been,  but  that  no  one  had  been  dw- 
orderly.  He  then  said  that  he  would  only  fine  these  two,  and  afterwards  withdrew  this 
sentence.  The  American  consul  then  culle<l  his  attention  to  the  treatment  we  bad  re- 
ceived while  iiyail,  when  he  sent  for  the  parties  who  had  ill-treated  us,  the  alcalde, 
the  "  president  del  carcel,"  and  the  chief  iMiliceman  who  made  the  arrest,  and  after 
hearing  their  statements  told  us  he  regretted  the  treatment  we  had  received,  and  that 
we  coiild  get  redress  in  the  proper  courts. 

*"  L.  P.  ZAPFTE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

[8EAL.]  J.  ULRICH,  United  States  Consul 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

Ko.  147.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  June  19, 1868. 
Sir  :  In  the  debate  which  took  plaee  in  the  Mexican  congress  on  the 
20th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  interest  on  their  for- 
eign debt,  a  translation  of  which  accompanied  my  dispatch  Xo.  135,  of 
the  27th  May,  the  minister  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Eomero,  read  a  letter 
which  had  been  addressed  to  him  by  the  London  bondholders  recently, 
with  regard  to  an  arrangement  of  their  affairs  with  this  government. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Komero  to  this  letter  was  published  here,  in  tlie 
Diario  Oficial,  on  the  17th  instant. 

As  the  amount  of  the  debt  held  by  the  London  bondholders  is  reported 
to  be  over  sixty  millions  dollars,  and  farms  a  i>owerfnl  influence  bearing 
upon  the  foreign  relations  of  this  republic,  I  transmit  to  the  depart- 
ment herewith,  as  a  matter  of  information,  a  translation  of  tliis  official 
communication  relating  thereto,  of  the  Mexican  government 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  Statc^  Washington^  2>.  C. 


[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  Jiine  17,  186a— -Translation.! 
DEPABTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AXD  PUBUC  CREDrT — 8ECTIOX  2. 

I  have  receive<l  the  communication  which,  under  date  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  y<^ 
■were  pleaded  to  address  to  me,  infonning  me  that  the  Mexican  bondholders  in  Londoo 
had  appointed  a  permanent  committee,  charged  with  the  supervision  of  their  inter«it^ 
and  authorized  to  negotiate  the  manner  of  arranging  their  business  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  and  you  conclude  by  stating  to  me  that  the  committee  is  prepared  to 
immediately  open  negotiations  with  the  government  of  the  republic,  either  in  England 
by  means  of  au  agent  accrwlited  by  the  treasury  department,  or  in  this  capital  by  means 
of  a  delegate  which  the  said  committee  is  disposed  to  send. 
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The  eovemraont  of  the  republic  hnu  already  manifeste<lj  on  different  occasions,  that 
it  ba«  the  best  tlisiwsition  to  pay  all  legitiinati^  cre<lit«,  and  in  fact  has  redeemed,  since 
its  n-tiim  tA)  this  city,  a  part  of  the  public  debt. 

It  believes  that,  vrith  the  consolidation  of  peace,  the  revival  of  confidence,  and  the 
(li'velopment  of  the  natnml  elements  of  the  country,  its  revenues  will  be  augmented  in 
such  a  manner  that,  before  many  years,  it  will  have  paid  all  of  its  debts  that  are  legiti- 
msite  in  their  oriffin. 

Although  the  debt  contracted  in  London  belongs  to  that  category,  and  the  govern- 
ment recognizes  it  in  principle,  the  faet  that  the  l>ondholder8  made  a  new  arrangement 
of  the  debt  with  Maxiinilian,  who  never  had  any  right  to  bind  the  nation,  and  in  this 
manner  lent  to  him  their  aid  and  co-operation,  places  the  debt  in  a  different  position, 
which  cannot  be  arranged  except  by  means  of  negotiations  and  mutual  concessions. 

Supposing  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  landholders  is  disposed  to  send  an 
agent  to  this  city  charged  with  the  negotiiition  of  an  arrangement  of  their  business 
with  the  government  of  the  republic,  I  Rmit  myself  now  to  saying  that  the  agent  i^f  the 
committee  will  be  received  by  this  department,  and  that  it  will  be  endeavored  to  make 
with  him  an  arrangement  mutually  satisfactory. 

I  am  your  very  attentive  friend  and  obedient  servant,  j, 

M.  ROMERO. 

>Ir.  W.  W.  Holmes, 

Secretary  of  the  penuanent  committee  of  the  Mexican  bondh^lderSf  London. 

Mexico,  May  22,  im±  * 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Xo.  148.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  June  19,  1808. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  there  was  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial 
an  official  notice  that  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  had  separated  from  the 
dopartment  of  foreign  affairs,  on  account  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice 
ha\ing  refused  the  license  asked  by  the  government,  that  he  might  leave 
the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  president  of  the  said  court  in  order  to 
continue  in  the  ministry,  and  that  the  chief  clerk  remained  in  charge  of 
the  department.    I  inclose  translation  of  said  notice  herewith. 

On  the  15th  instant,  but  under  date  of  the  10th,  I  received  from  the 
department  of  foreign  aliairs  the  customary  notice  of  this  change,  as  will 
apiwar  in  the  communication,  copy  and  trjinslation  of  which  are  also 
inclosed  herewith. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  from  a  direct  participation  in 
the  executive  government  cannot  but  have  a  very  important  bearing 
upon  the  cour.se  of  affairs  in  this  country.  • 

His  ability,  positiveness,  and  force  of  character  have  made  him  for 
some  time  virtually  the  soul  of  the  administration,  and  there  will  be  no 
one  who  can  take  the  same  place  for  a  considerable  i>eriod. 

On  the  16th  instant  there  was  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  an 
official  announcement  that  tlie  position  of  minister  of  justice  and  public 
instruction,  rendered  vacant  by  the  continued  illness  and  consequent 
resignation  of  Mr.  Martinez  de  Castro,  had  been  tendered  to  Mr.  Maris- 
cal,  late  charg^  d'affaires  in  the  United  States ;  and  yesterday  his 
acceptance  of  that  place  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Juarez  was  offitjially 
published  in  the  same  paper. 

Mr.  Mariscal,  it  is  stated  in  the  public  journals,  has  also  just  been 
elex'ted,  by  a  popular  vote,  a  magistrate  of  the  supreme  court,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  also,  deputy  to  the  congress  of  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  St4ite^  Washington^  D.  G. 
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[From  the  Diaiio  Oflcial,  June  10,  1868.— Tranalation.! 
DEPARTMEKT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS — SBCTION  OF  CHAKCEIXERIA. 

The  citizen  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  having  separated  from  the  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment on  account  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  having  refused  the  licehse  asked  by  the 
government,  that  he  might  leave  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  president  of  the  said 
court  in  order  to  continue  in  the  ministry,  the  undersigned,  in  his  character  of  chief 
clerk,  remains  in  charge  of  this  department. 

I  communicate  the  same  to  you,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  repubUc,  for  the 
consecpient  ends. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  June  10,  1868. 

MAKUEL  AZPIROZ. 

The  Citizen i 


[Translatioii.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexicoy  June  10, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  the  citizen  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Te- 
jada has  separated  from  the  charge  of  this  department,  and  that  the  same  remains  in 
the  charge  of  the  undersigned,  in  his  character  of  chief  clerk. 

With  this  occasion  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  protest  to  you  my  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

MANUEL  AZPIROZ. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg^  d'Jffairea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  M&nco, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  149.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  June  24, 1868. 

Sir:  On  the  16th  of  March  last  a  commission  was  appointed  by  this 
government  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  present  state  of 
mining  in  the  republic,  and  especially  into  the  system  of  imposts  which 
now  weighs  upon  that  important  branch  of  industry. 

This  commission  was  composed  of  a  number  of  persons  named  by  the 
government,  and  of  delegates  from  each  of  the  mining  States,  to  be 
named  by  the  miners  themselves. 

A  translation  is  inclosed  herewith  of  the  order  issued  by  the  depart- 
ment of  treasury  appointing  the  commission,  which  fully  explains  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  this  commission  made  a  voluminous  report  upon 
the  special  subject  of  the  existing  imposts,  which  was  submitted  to 
congress  by  the  minister  of  treasury  just  before  the  close  of  the  last 
session. 

This  report  concludes  with  the  following  important  recommendation, 
viz:  "The  mining  junta  propose  to  the  minister  of  treasury,  as  the  sole 
means  of  rapidly  raising  this  branch  of  industry  to  the  grkde  of  pros- 
perity of  which  it  is  immediately  susceptible^,  the  absolute  exemption  of 
gold  and  silver  from  all  duties." 

Should  action  be  taken  by  the  Mexican  congress  at  its  next  session, 
or  at  an  early  period,  in  conformity  with  this  report,  it  would  be  of 
incalculable  advantage  to  the  industrial  and  commercial  interests  of 
this  country. 

It  is  almost  too  much  to  hope,  however,  that  such  action  will  soon  be 
taken. 
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To  sbow  the  burden  resting  upon  the  mining  interests  of  Mexico, 
under  the  system  of  imjwsts  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  Ist  ultimo,  I 
inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  charges  incurred  by  silver  from  the 
time  it  leaves  the  mine  in  bars  until  the  proceeds  are  deposited  in  bank 
in  England. 

These  charges,  it  will  be  seen,  amount  altogether  to  the  enormous 
som  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  of  which  nineteen  and  one-half  per  cent,  is 
for  account  of  the  government  and  the  mint. 

In  addition  to  this  burden,  weighing  upon  this  branch  of  industry,  it 
is  estimated  that  twenty  per  cent,  or  upwards  of  the  silver  contained  in 
the  ore  is  lost  in  the  process  of  reduction. 

It  is  very  evident  that  against  such  obstacles  mining  in  this  country 
can  progress  only  with  diflSculty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


APP0INT31ENT  OF  A  BOARD  FOR  THE  REFORM  OF  THE  IMPOSTS  ON  THE 
PRODUCTS  OF  THE  MINES. 

[From  the  Diario  Oftcial,  March  17.  1866.— Translatioii.l 

DEPAKTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBUC  CREDIT— SECTION  5. 

Now  that  "peace  has  been  re-established  in  the  republic,  the  President  deems  that  the 
oecasioD  has- arrived  for  considerinff  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  situation  of 
the  producing  classes,  and  of  providing  such  means  as  may  be  desirable  for  the  encour* 
agement  of  aU  branches  of  the  public  wealth. 

One  of  those  that  requires,  without  doubt,  the  most  particularly  the  care  and  protec- 
tion of  the  government,  is  that  of  mining.  It  apjiears  that  nature  has  sought  to  make 
Mexico  essentially  a  mining  country,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this 
important  branch  of  the  public  wealth  is  scarcely  yet  explored.  The  government  sin- 
cerely desires  to  encourage  the  mining  interest  by  all  the  means  that  may  l>e  in  its 
power,  and  esp^iaUy  that  the  system  of  contributions  that  now  weighs  upon  it — and 
that  many  consider  as  an  obstacle  to  its  progress — shall  be  revised.  It  would  certainly 
appear  that  the  present  system  of  imposts,  which  with  such  frequency  press  not  upon 
the  profits  bat  upon  the  capital  employed  in  that  branch,  is  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment. 

The  President  has  observed  with  pleasure  the  earnestness  with  which  the  mining 
States  have  begun  to  promote  this  question,  which  is  of  a  vital  importance  for  the  repub- 
lic; and  this  has  contributed  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  give  atten- 
tiou  to  it. 

As  the  great  importance  of  the  affair  does  not  admit  that  it  shall  be  decided  precipi- 
tately, and  without  hearing  the  persons  most  directly  interests  in  it,  the  citizen  Pres- 
ident has  desired  that  there  should  be  formed  a  mining  board,  composed  of  yourself  and 
of  Messrs.  Jos^  Antonio  Muchariaz,  Jos^  M.Godoy,  Ismael  Castelazo,  Augustiu  Tamora, 
Miguel  Bostamente,  and  Antonio  dKl  Castillo,  for  the  attentive  examination  of  the  present 
rtate  of  mining  in  the  republic,  ard  especially  of  the  system  of  imposts  which  now  weigh 
upon  it,  reporting  to  the  government  all  the  measures  that  may  be  believed  desirable 
for  the  enconr^ement  and  development  of  this  branch,  and  proposing  a  system  of  im- 
posts that,  while  it  shall  not  be  an  obstacle  to  the  mining  interest,  shall  not  deprive 
the  treasury  of  the  revenues  that  are  now  actually  received  from  this  source. 

The  President  also  desires  that,  if  it  shall  be  i)ossible,  you  will  occupy  yourselves  with 
proposing  to  the  government  such  refonns  in  the  ordinances  of  the  mints  and  assay 
offiees  as  shall  be  considered  desirable  in  view  of  the  modem  advancements  in  the 
seieocesL 

The  I^^isident,  desiring  to  give  a  direct  participation  in  this  important  work  of  im- 
provement to  the  persons  most  directly  interested  in  it,  that  by  their  experience  and 
npmal  knowledge  may  contribute  the  most  efficaciously  to  attain  the  result  proposed, 
has  thought  proper  to  direct  that  this  department  shall  invite  the  miners  of  the  States 
of  Gnaniguato,  Zacatecas,  Mexico,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Jalisco,  Durango, 
Chihuahua,  Michoacan,  Guerrero,  Oigaca,  Puebla,  and  Vera  Cruz,  to  send  to  the  mining 
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board  a  roprefientative  for  each  one  of  thow*.  States,  who  shall  be  accredited  to  the 
supreme  government  by  the  governor  of  the  State  by  whom  he  is  sent,  or  name  a  \wT' 
son  resident  in  this  city  to  represent  them. 

The  rejireaentativeH  of  tlie  mining  States  will  have  a  voice  and  vote  in  the  minin«; 
board,  but  will  not  receive  any  salary  from  the  federal  treasury. 

To  tlie  end  of  giving  time  for  the  most  distant  States  to  accre<lit  their  representative* 
to  the  mining  board,  the  President  desires  that  the  board  shall  be  installed  on  the  1st 
of  May  proximo. 

I  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  March  16, 186^:^. 

ROMEKO. 

The  Citizen  ^Lirianc)  Gomez, 

President  of  the  Alining  Board,  Present 


Statement  of  (he  ch^irges  on  silver  produced  in  the  mines  of  Mexico,  from  the  Hmeofltarxni 
the  mine  in  bars  until  the  proceeds  are  deposited  in  bank  in  England, 

Per  itot 

1.  Freight  from  the  mine,  (say  mines  of  Real  del  Monte,  twenty-two  leagues  from 
the  city  of  Mexico,)  including  the  necjessary  e^ort,  on  account  of  the  want  of 
security,  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  one  per  cent 1 

2.  Difference  between  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  bars  of  silver  arriving  at  the 
mint  and  the  rate  at  which  they  are  accounted  for  in  coined  dollars,  being  the 
comi)e.n8ati(m  and  profit  of  tlie  mint,  8tat<?d  in  official  reports  t^  be  five  and 
one-eighth  per  cent.,  and  acknowledged  by  the  mint  to  be  four  and  one-half  jier 
cent 4.r)0 

3.  Government  duties  and  other  charges  made  in  the  mint,  5f  per  cent,  to  7i  per 
•cent.,  as  per  statements  herewith — say  six  and  one-quarter  per  cent. . . . , 6^25 

4.  Agent's  commission  in  city  of  Mexico,  receiving  and  forwanling  dollars,  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent fl.rj<» 

5.  Freight  by  government  conductor  to  Vera  Cniz,  three-ijuarters  of  one  per  cent.   «U.') 

6.  Circulation  duty,  two  per  cent. ;  export  duty,  five  per  cent. ;  federal  contribu- 
tion, twenty-five  per  cent,  on  amount  of  the  two  preceding  duties,  or  one  and 

•  three-cpiai-ters  per  cent.,  making  eight  and  three-tiuarters  per  cent,  government 
duticA  on  dollars r.75 

7.  Agent's  commission,  receiving  and  forwarding  at  Vera  Cniz,  one-half  of  one 
per  cent 0.50 

8.  Petty  charges  at  city  of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz,  as  bags  at  Mexico,  boxes  at 
Vera  Cruz,  porter's  charges,  &c.,  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent O.l'Jj 

9.  Sti?amHhip  agent's  charge  for  embarking  at  Vera  Cruz,  which  includes  boat- 
liire,  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent U.I'J* 

10.  Freight  from  Vera  Cruz  to  bank  of  London,  one  and  one-eighth  per  cent 1.1**'* 

11.  Insurance,  five-eighths  of  one  per  cent O.fri j 

12.  Brokerage  on  insurance,  one-ipiarter  of  one  per  cent 0.45 

13.  Agent's  commission,  receiving  and  selling  dollars  in  Londcm,  and  de|KNiiting 
proceeds  in  bank  to  credit  of  miner,  one-half  of  one  i>er  cent t).:j» 

Total t^> 

RECAPITUfJkTIOX. 

Per  ceni 

Government  and  mint  charges I^i 

Freight  in  Mexico U 

Freight  and  insurance  to  Europe * U 

Commercial  charges ^ 

Total :£> 

The  export  of  uncoined  silver,  as  also  of  ores,  is  prohibited. 

Yrom  the  best  authorities  it  is  also  learned  that,  of  the  silver  containeil  in  the  oxr> 
raised  from  the  mines  and  earned  to  the  reduction  works  in  the  most  advanced  nunt> 
in  Mexico,  upwards  of  twenty  per  cent,  escapes  and  is  lost,  even  under  the  UM**t 
improved  jirocesses  now  in  use. 

This  im])ortant  branch  of  industry,  therefore,  laliors  under  the  disatlvanta^  i»»»t 
only  of  the  failure  to  extract  that  portion  of  the  silver  contained  in  the  ore  worke<i 
over,  but  also  of  having  to  bear  charges  to  the  amount  of  twenty-live  per  cent  upnn 
the  silver  actually  produced,  and  this  whether  the  mines  are  yielding  any  retuniR  ui»<»ii 
the  capital  investWl  or  not. 

The  foregoing  statement  is  of  charges  as  existing  May  1,  1868. 
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1.  statement  of  return  made  of  166  bars  of  silver  from  the  mined  ff  Real  del  MoniCy  deliv- 
eretl  to  the  mint  at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  coina{f€, 

V:Uue  reiwrted  at  $8  25  per  marc . . .  1 $193,678  99 

Duties : 

Thn^  l>er  cent $5,810  36 

Assay 166  00 

Kcal  per  marc *. 2,934  52 


8,910  88 
Feil«;ral  coDtribatioQ,  25  per  cent,  on  alwve 2,227  72 


11,138  60 


Xet 182,540  39 


Jnly  13,  1867. — ^Percentage  of  duties  on  value  reported,  5f  per  cent. 

[It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  intrinsic  value  of  silver  in  bars  is  1(9  41  per  marc] 

2.  Statement  of  return  made  of  77  bars  of  mlver  from  the  minea  of  Heal  del  Motite,  delivered 
to  the  mint  at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  coinage, 

Vahie  reported — silver $89,643  99 

gold 1,058  49 

90,702  48 

Charges : 
Separation,  gohl  from  silver $635  90 

Government  duties : 

Three  iKjr  cent $2,721  07 

Assay a'i  00 

Real  per  marc 1,358  24 


4,162  31 

Fplwral  contribution 1,040  57 

Mnnicijial  and  desagua 75  70 

5,278  58 


5,914  48 


Net 84,788  00 


January  23, 1868. — Percentage  of  charges  on  value  reported,  6.52  per  cent. 

3.  Statement  of  return  of  77  bars  of  silver  from  the  mincJi  of  Real  del  Monti,  delivered  to  the 
mint  at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  coinage, 

Vahie  reported — silver $89,560  45 

gold 1,730  04 

91,290  49 

Charges : 
Separation ^ $1,184  32 

Duties : 

Three  per  cent $2,738  71 

AsHjiy 89  00 

Ii4{iri)er marc 1,356  97 


.    4,184  68 

Fwleral  contribution 1,046  17 

Municipal  and  desagua Ill  22 


5,342  07 


6,526  39 


Net 84,764  10 

February  10,  1868.— Percentage  of  charges  on  value  rei)orted,  7.14  per  cent. 
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4.  Statement  of  relurvhnade  of  85  bars  of  silver  from  the  mines  of  Real  del  Montty  delirertd 
to  the  mint  at  the  dty  of  Mexico  for  coinage. 

Value  reported — silver * $96,653  14 

"  "  gold 13923 

98,792  37 

Charges : 
Separation $100  73 

Duties : 

Three  per  cent ^ .' $2,963  77 

Assay 84  00 

Real  per  marc 1,494  74 

4,542  51 

Federal  contribution 1,135  62 

Municipal  and  desagua 119  34 

5,797  47 

5,898  20 

Net /. 92,894  17 


February  22, 1868. — ^Percentage  of  charges  on  value  reported,  5.97  per  cent. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  71.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  June  26, 1868. 
•  Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  131,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  oat- 
rage  inflicted  upon  six  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  Monterey,  on  the 
22d  of  April,  has  been  received.  The  instructions  which  you  say  you 
await  upon  the  subject  have  in  part  been  anticipated  by  the  coi^uni- 
cation  to  you  from  the  department,  No.  61,  of  the  23d  ultimo. 

No  report  of  the  close  of  the  investigation  of  the  case  to  which  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada  refers  in  his  letter  to  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  of  the 
9th  of  May,  has  yet  reached  here.  If  that  report  should  come  to  your 
knowledge  and  should  show  that  any  person  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  Mexican  government  has  been  guilty  of  a  delay  or  denial  of  justice 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  referred  to,  it  is  expected  that  that 
person  will  in  some  signal  way  be  made  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of 
that  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  150.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  June  30, 1868, 
Sir  :  As  illustrating  the  opinions  and  action  of  the  public  men  of  this 
country  upon  questions  of  constitutional  law,  and  as  presenting  what 
may  be  the  beginning  of  a  serious  conflict  between  the  general  govern- 
ment and  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  Mexican  States,  I  transmit 
to  the  department  herewith,  translation  of  proceedings  in  the  impeach- 
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ment  and  removal  from  office  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  by 
the  Mexican  congress  just  prior  to  its  late  adjournment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUxMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


IMPEACHMENT  OF  THE  GOVERNOR   OF  THE  STATE  OF  JALISCO  BEFORE 
THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  May  19, 1868.— Translation.!* 

CONORB8SIONAL  REPORT. 

In  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1868,  the  conjpessof  the  Union  being  erected 
in  grand  jnry,  the  citizen  secretary  of  the  section  read  in  full  the  process  verbal  rela- 
tive to  the  accusation  which  the  citizen  deputies  Robles  Martinez,  Silviano  Moreno, 
and  Angulo  make  against  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  for  abuse  of  authority 
and  infraction  of  articles  20,  101,  and  112  of  the  constitution,  and  the  law  of  the  30th 
of  November,  1861. 

The  report  of  the  section  was  also  read,  which  concludes  with  the  following  propo- 
sition : 

"  It  is  declared  that  the  citizen  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco, 
w  guilty  of  violation  of  the  organic  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861." 

After  some  discussion,  the  following  projMisition  was  introduced : 

**  The  discnssion  of  the  report  of  the  section  of  the  grand  jury  is  suspended,  for  the 
reason  that  the  cause  cannot  proceed  to  the  determination  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  presumed  offender,  as  notice  has  not  been  served  upon  him  of  the  day  fixed  for  the 
trial  of  his  cause,  that  he  may  be  heard  in  his  defense.*' 

After  discnssion,  tkis  proposition  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  against  seven. 

The  following  proposition  was  then  adopted : 

**The  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  present  month  is  hereby  designated  for  the  contin- 
nance  of  the  proceedings  commenced  against  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  the 
ritizeq^ntonio  G.  Cuervo,  to  whom  there  shall  to-day  be  sent,  by  extraordinary  express, 
the  corresponding  notification  by  the  secretary  of  congress." 


I  From  the  8igU>  XIX,  May  96,  1868.— Transhition.J 

JALISCO. 

The  accusation  of  Mr.  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  the  Stat^  of  Jalisco,  before  the 
general  congress,  has  been  very  badly  received  in  Guadal^ara,  and  has  led  to  the  issu- 
ance of  the  decree  we  insert  below,  and  which  reached  here  yesterday  by  an  extraordi- 
nary courier. 

Decree  of  the  State  of  Jalisco, 

Emeterio  Robles  Gil,  constitutional  governor  substitute  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  to  the 
iahabitanta  of  the  same ;  be  it  known : 

Considering  that  the  fact  of  the  congress  of  the  Union  having  submitted  the  citizen 
prernor  of  the  State  to  trial,  for  having  carried  into  effect  the  decree  No.  61  of  this 
legialature,  implies  the  declaration  that  said  legislature  had  not  the  power  to  issue  said 
law. 

Thai  although  it  is  true  that  article  29  of  the  federal  constitution  provides  that 
in  cases  of  invasion,  grave  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  or  any  other  cause  that 
may  place  society  in  great  peril  or  conflict,  solely  the  president,  m  accord  with  his 
council  of  miniAters,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  council  of  the  union,  can  suspend 
personal  ^nanuitees ;  yet  when  an  imminent  danger  in  a  State,  or  the  immediate  repres- 
sion of  cnme,  are  the  questions  treated  of,  the  legislatures  should  have  the  right  of  dic- 
tating the  measures  necessary  to  check  the  evil,  although  this  may  occasion  that  in 
a  certain  manner  some  guarantees  with  regard  to  the  offenders  may  be  suspended. 
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That  it  is  thns  implicitly  stipnlated  in  articles  19  and  28  of  the  constitution  of  the  State, 
on  providing  in  them  that  extraordinary  powers  may  bo  given  to  the  governor,  au«l 
that  he  may  of  his  own  accord  assume  them  whenever  the  urgency  of  the  ca.se  shall 
require. 

Tliat  if  the  legislatures  had  not  the  right  alluded  to,  and  in  virtue  whereof  that  of 
the  State  issued  its  decree  No.  61,  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  would  not  exiftt,  niiu'e 
even  for  tlie  providing  for  their  own  preservation  they  would  have  to  apply  to  the  tWl- 
eral  government. 

Number  88.  The  inhabitants  of  Jalisco,  represented  by  their  congress,  declare: 

Article  1.  It  is  declared  that  the  congress  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  had  full  rijjht  u* 
issue  the  decree  No.  61,  and  possesses  full  right  to  dictate  all  others  that  it  may  jmlj:*- 
op))ortune  in  the  sense  already  expressed. 

Art.  2.  It  is  declared  that  the  government  of  the  State  has  complied  with  its  duty  iu 
carrying  into  effect  the  decree  referred  to. 

Art.  3.  As  wlAt  is  expressed  in  the  preceding  declarations  involve*  a  controv<T>> 
between  the  State  and  the  federation,  which  sliould  be  decided  in  conformity  with 
article  98  of  the  general  constitution,  a  copy  of  this  decree  will  be  remitted  to  the 
supreme  court  of  justice,  in  order  that  it  may  direct  that  the  corresiionding  trial  W 
commenced. 

Art.  4.  That  the  legislatures  of  the  other  States  be  exhort-ed  to  support,  if  they  shall 
think  proper,  the  riglits  of  which  the  congress  of  the  Union  se4*k9  to  deprive  thcui 
in  denying  that  they  can  legislate,  suspending  certtiin  gimmnt'ees  when  neces;*ity 
requires  it. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  State,  Guadahnara,  2lKt  of  May,  1968. 

RAMON  LUNA,  Prmdcni. 

J.  V.  Tagle,  Secretary. 

P.  Laudazur^,  Secretary, 

Wherefore  I  order  ^hat  it  be  printed  and  published  in  legal  form,  for  its  due  fhlfill- 
ment. 
Guadalajara,  May  21, 1868. 

EMETERIO  ROBLES  GIL. 
Antonio  P.  Verdia,  Secretary, 


remarks  by  the  editor  of  the  SIOLO  XIX. 

This  decree  gives  rise  to  serious  reflections.  Whenever  any  high  functionary  i*  ar- 
cused  of  infraction  of  the  constitution  or  federal  laws,  it  is  the  unavoidahle^nty  i»f 
congress  to  subject  him  to  trial,  but  this  trial  does  not  in  any  manner  imply  a  declara- 
tion in  resi>ect  to  the  acts  of  the  legislatures. 

The  decrees  of  the  hrtter  are  not  revisable  by  the  congress  of  the  I'nion,  and  if  indi- 
vidual guarantees  be  attacked  by  them,  the  law  affords  the  iiyured  parties  the  n»coiirs' 
of  the  courts  for  their  i)rotection. 

The  governors  of  the  States  are  subject  to  two  classes  of  responsibilities:  a»  v\wU 
of  the  executive  in  each  State,  they  are  responsible  before  the  respetrtive  legislatun-s. 
and  as  agents  of  the  federation  they  are  responsible  before  the  general  conjjress.  Th* 
ca«e  may  well  occur  of  conflict  between  these  two  re8i)onsibilitie8 ;  but  keeping  in  vie^* 
that  the  constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  obs«!rved.  not- 
withstanding whatever  may  be  provided  to  the  contrary  by  the  particular  laws  of  th^* 
States,  and  it  being  the  federal  courts  that  are  charged  with  the  applicati<m  of  the  la» 
of  the  Union,  it  is  clear  that  the  governors  have  to  yield  to  the  decisions  and  n^»lu- 
tions  of  the  federal  tribunals. 

The  suspension  of  guarantees  can  only  be  made  by  the  President  of  the  republic,  in 
accord  with  his  council  of  ministers  and  with  the  approbation  of  congress.  Tliisdm** 
not  prevent  tlie  legislatures  from  conceding  extraonlinary  powers  to  the  governor., 
provided  they  neither  attack  uor  susjiend  guarantees  establislied  by  the  general  cow>t:' 
tution. 

This  view  is  found  set  forth  in  one  of  the  late  circulars  from  the  ministry*  of  gov<»ni- 
ment,  and  the  legislature  of  Queretaro  a<*ted  in  conformity  then»witli  when  it  applit^'i 
to  the  federal  autnorities  for  ]>ower  to  suspend  the  guarantee  of  free  residence. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  authorizes  the  legislature  to  confer  extraor- 
dinary powers  upon  the  executive,  but  in  no  manner  to  suspend  guarantees  seciuv*!  hy 
the  federal  constitution. 

If  the  States  could  decree  such  suspension  and  legislate  on  matters  of  individnal 
piarantees,  the  union  would  exist  only  in  name;  the  bonds  of  nationality  woulrt  be  re- 
laxed, and  the  exist*?nce  of  the  general  powers  would  be  almost  superfluous,  as  thrt 
would  be  rwlucecl  to  a  complete  nullity. 

The  sovereignty  of  the  Stat^^s  should  be  complete  in  so  far  as  relates  to  their  interior 
regimen,  but  it  should  never  l^e  in  opposition  to  the  constitution. 

In  the  internal  aflairs  of  the  States  the  Union  has  in  no  way  to  intervene;  bat  th* 
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Tnion  Hbould  take  care  that  in  all  and  in  each  one  of  the  States  the  federal  constitution 
W  i»bvS<»rved. 

We  have  always  defended  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  our  ideas  on  this  point 
have  been  received  with  favor  throughout  the  country,  and  even  by  the  ofticial  press 
of  Jaliseo,  particularly  when  we  mention  tliat  the  congress  would  arrogate  to  its«»lf 
powers  not  fielonging  to  it  if  it  attempted  to  revise  the  elections  of  the  mnctionaries 
of  tbe  Stiite  or  tht?  decree  of  the  legislatures. 

These  reflections  are  suggested  by  the  "  considerations''  of  the  decree  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Jalisco. 

In  so  far  as  relates  to  the  resolutions  it  contains,  it  is  at  once  perceived  that  it  is  of 
no  coiiMeiinencc  that  the  legislature  itself  approves  of  its  own  acts,  or  of  those  of  the 
pnernor. 

It  diHjs  not  follow  from  such  declanitions,  that  there  will  lie  any  controversy  between 
thi>  State  and  the  federation,  as  the  latter  has  not  ])ronounce<l  any  decision  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  thus  the  (juestion  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  article  98  of  the  con- 
stitution, nor  does  any  controversy*  exist  upon  which  the  supreme  court  of  justice  has 
to  oiH'ii  trial. 

Tiie  excitative  addressed  to  the  other  States  hy  the  h'gislatufo  of  Jalisco,  that  they 
shoald  sustain  its  pretensions,  is  very  grave,  hecause  it  is  e«iuivalent  to  inciting  them 
to  aft  unconstitutional  course,  that  would  subvert-  one  of  the  fundamental  bases  of  our 
political  system,  which  consists  in  the  supremacy  of  the  Union  and  of  the  federal  law. 
A  bad  iuteq)retatiou  of  loi*al  sovereignty  may  have  dangen>us  consequenres.  An  ex- 
ajCj^enition  of  the  rights  of  the  States  produced  the  late  civil  war  in  the  neighboring 
r»-public,  placed  it  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  was  most  disastrous  above  all  for  the  States 
that  Hought  to  place  themselves  above  the  Constitution. 

It  in  to  be  hoi)ed  that  the  legislatnreH  of  the  other  States  will  not  follow  the  path  in- 
ilicated  to  them  by  that  of  Jalisco,  l)ecause  that  course  would  lead  to  discord,  to  an- 
anhy,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  republic.  It  is  also  to  be  <le«ired  that  the  executive 
of  the  I'nicm  should  tiikepart  in  this  matter,  and  make  the  States  understand  that  they 
f-annot  ]>]ace  themselves  ahove  the  constitution,  and  that  their'sovereigniy  depends 
prfcisrly  upon  the  deference  they  maintain  for  the  federal  law. 

Ill  tlie  accusation  and  the  trial  of  Mr.  (xomez  Cuervo  there  is  no  conflict  or  contro- 
vmv  between  the  federation  and  the  State  of  Jalisco;  there  is  simply  an  ordinary' case 
(►f  ri'siionsibility,  whyli  h;is  to  be  decided  by  the  grand  jury,  whose  competency  is  un- 
doubted, and  lijis  been  recognized  by  the  accused  himself,  when  endeavoring  to  justify 
his  acts,  and  in  giving  notice  that  he  should  make  use  of  the  right  of  defeiiHe. 

The  grand  jury,  in  declaring  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  does  not  revise 
thtr  decrees  of  the  legislature  of  Jalisco,  but  decides  whether  the  governor  attacked  or 
not  tli^ederal  authority,  and  whether  he  violated  or  not. the  constitution  by  disregard- 
ing ann  disobeying  the  protection  extended  by  the  judge  of  the  district* in  favor  of 
ritizt'us  who  were  shot  half  an  hour  after  there  had  been  extended  over  them  the  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  Union. 

We  do  not  wish  at  present  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  the  decision 
of  the  jur>',  and  will  only  remark  that  it  would  be  undesirable  in  the  highest  degree,  if 
any  controversy  should  defeat  the  right  to  censure  public  functionaries  and  to  make 
ertective  their  responsibility. 

In  tilt*  jur>'  tht»re  will  undoubtedly  he  the  utmost  justice,  as  is  indicate<i  hy  the  fact 
of  having  susiiended  its  proceedings  to  give  time  for  the  defense  of  the  accused,  and 
tJiere  will  also  he  sufficient  calmness  t^)  proceed  as  behooves  so  august  a  tribuiuil,  with- 
out iKMng  disturbed  by  the  decree  of  the  legislature  of  Jalisco. 

The  trial  is  to  take  place  on  the  28th.  If  the  defendant  should  be  ahsolved,  he  will 
continue  in  the  government,  full  of  prestige  and  respectability. 

If  he  should  be  c'oudemn|il,  this  decision  will  malve  manifest  that  the  constitution 
and  individual  guarantees  cannot  he  trampled  upon  with  impunity;  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  public  functionaries  is  not  a  vain  promise ;  and  that  there  really  exist  legal 
remt'dies  against  the  arbitniry  acts  of  iM>wer. 

To  u]>i>ose  the  taking  place  of  this  trial,  as  apx)ear8  to  he  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Jalisco  by  its  last  decree,  is  a  serious  error,  which  almost  involves  the  con- 
fesjiion  of  the  culpability  of  the  accused. 


Circular  addrenwd  hy  the  minister  of  government  to  the  governors  of  the  States, 

{From  the  Diario  Ofieial,  Mexico,  May  28, 1868.— TranHlatiou.] 

SECRETARYSHIP  OF  STATE  AXD  OF  THE  DEPARTMEKT  OF  GOVEKXMENT — SECTION   IST— : 

CIRCULAR.  • 

I  this  day  communicated  the  following  to  the  citizen  governor  of  Jalisco : 

"lu  council  of  ministers  I  laid  before  the  constitutional  President  the  decree  num- 
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bered  88,  issued  by  the  le^slatiire  of  your  State,  and  which  you  transmit  to  me  with 
your  dispatch  of  the  21st  instant. 

**  The  ^avity  of  the  subject  to  which  the  decree  relates,  and  the  transcendency  of  the 
declarations  it  makes,  strongly  arrest  the  attention  of  the  federal  execntiTe,  and  after 
examining  the  affair  with  aU  the  attention  that  it  demands,  the  citizen  President  has 
directed  that  I  should  make  to  you  the  representations  which  are  the  object  of  this 
note,  and  for  the  ends  that  are  therein  expressed. 

**The  decree  No.  88  is  evidently  unconstitutional,  and  invades  the  ^rave  attribntes 
which  the  fundamental  law  confers  solely  upon  the  congress  of  the  Union  and  the  fed- 
eral executive.  The  text  of  that  law.  is  so  clear  as  to  render  impossible  any  mitdnter- 
pretation. 

'*  8oleljV,  the  President  of  the  republic,  in  concurrence  with  the  council  of  ministeni, 
says  article  29  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  congresB 
of  the  Union,  *  may  sus^iend  the  guarantees  established  by  this  .constitution.'  ^  far 
were  the  constituent  legislators  from  conceding  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  Uie 
faculty  of  susi>eDdiiig  the  constitutional  guarantees,  that  they  refuscMl  the  power  even 
to  the  congress  of  the  Union  whenever  the  suspNension  should  not  be  made  by  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  rej^ublic,  ii^  accord  with  his  council  of  ministers;  this  essential  requisite, 
the  only  one  in  our  constitutional  law  limiting  the  legislative  faculties  of  congress, 
constituting  the  proof  that  not  even  congress  itself  can  suspend  a  constitutional  gnar- 
antee,  except  in  joint  action  with  the  government,  this  bein^  a  further  wise  precaution 
in  a  matter  in  itself  most  serious.  All  these  views  are  so  evidently  true  that  if  not  the 
text  of  article  29,  its  discussion  in  the  session  of  the  constituent  congress,  on  the  'ilst 
of  November,  185G,  would  leave  no  room  for  the  slightest  doubt. 

"For  these  unquestionable  reasons  it  is  an  established  princii»le  of  our  constitotionil 
right  that  the  legislatures  of  the  States  can  never  suspend  the  guarantees  sanctioned 
by  the  constitution.  - 

**  It  is  true  that  there  may  be  instances  when  the  constitutional  law  may  not  suffice 
for  the  assurance  of  public  order,  threatened  in  some  locality  by  a  serious  peril ;  but 
the  remedy  for  such  an  evil  is  not  in  infringing  the  law,  doing  what  it  prohibits,  but  in 
appl>dng  to  the  only  power  that  can  suspend  guarantees,  asking  the  uecessar)'  anthor- 
izations  to  confront  the  situation.  In  the  circular  from  this  department,  of  the  12tb  of 
last  month,  I  statcKl  to  the  government  under  your  worthy  charge  what  ought  to  be 
done  in  such  cases,  in  order  to  attend  etjually  both  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ypblic  peace 
and  to  the  respect  due  to  the  supreme  law  of  the  country. 

*'  Such  a  law  does  not  attack  the  sovereignty  of  the  States ;  it  is  known  that  it  deter- 
mines the  quality  and  conditions  of  the  federal  compact  which  unites  all  of  the  »State8 
to  form  of  them  the  nation ;  it  is  known  that  the  lo^al  sovereignty  only  exists  with  the 
restrictions  which  that  law  establishes,  nor  is  any  one  ignorant  that  to  secure  ^le  gen- 
eral good  of  the  country  the  States  legitimately  represented  in  the  c^institucnt  con- 
gress consented  to  reserve  certain  faculties  to  the  federal  power  exclusively. 

"  For  this  the  States,  without  any  offense  to  their  sovereignty,  arc  restricted  from 
making  alliances  or  treaties ;  they  cannot  coin  money,  nor  make  war  against  a  foreip 
power,  nor  legislate  on  matters  reservetl  to  the  congress  of  the  Union,  nor  exerci'* 
faculties  committed  to  the  President  of  the  republic ;  and  this  is  wh^  the  States,  with- 
out offending  their  sovereignty,  cannot  suspend  guarantees,  since  this  important  attri- 
bute is  exclusively  reserved  by  article  29  of  the  constitution  to  the  federal  power. 

**  Locjd  constitutions,  it  is  true,  permit  their  legislatures  to  invest  their  governors  with 
extraordinary  faculties,  but  such  authorization  cannot  be  invoked  to  enable  them  to  do 
what  belongs  only  to  the  competent  fwleral  power. 

"  The  extraordinary  faculties  that  a  legishiture  may  give  cannot  pass  the  limits  assigned 
by  the  internal  regimen  of  the  State ;  they  cannot  treat  of  matters  in  which  the  legis- 
lature itself  is  incompetent,  and  this  for  the  simple  reason  Ihat  what  is  not  possestwl 
cannot  be  given.  For  this  reason  these  extraordinary  faculties  could  never  authorize 
a  governor  to  do  what  the  President  only  can  do ;  and  for  the  same  reaaon  a  legislature 
cannot  give  authority  to  do  what  is  permitted  only  to  the  congress  of  the  Union.  In 
this  sense,  and  in  no  other,  are  articles  19,  fraction  6  and  28,  fraction  9,  of  the  coiwtitu- 
tion  of  Jalisco  to  be  interpreted. 

**  As  the  declarations  made  in  the  decree  to  which  I  am  referring  are  sappcnled  by  con- 
siderations which  are  certainly  illegal,  the  federal  government  cannot  amnit  them,  nor 
recognize  in  the  legislature  of  Jalisco,  as  asserted  in  the  first  article  of  the  decree,  the 
right  of  suspending  constitutional  guarantees,  or  of  legislating  uiran  matters  which 
are  reserved  to  the  congress  of  the  Union. 

"The  government  makes  no  observations  with  respect  to  the  thinl  article,  as  the 
supreme  court  of  justice  will  know  how  to  fidfill  its  duty  by  determining  what  the 
law  ordains  in  this  case ;  but  it  cannot,  indeed,  omit  indicating,  although  verj"  summa- 
rily, that  the  excitative  siK>ken  #f  in  article  4  is  illegal,  not  because  it  invites  other 
legiHlatures  to  do  what  they  are  prohibited  from  doing,  but  because  the  constitution 
does  not  permit  States  to'  form  alUances  or  coalitions  of  any  kind. 

*'  Having  by  the  precetling  answered  j^our  official  not©  of  the  2l8t  instant,  I  have  final!; 
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r 
to  stftt«  to  yon,  by  express  order  of  the  citizen  President,  that  the  decree  referred  to 
WiujT  unconstitutional,  the  government  of  the  Union,  as  also  the  authorities,  to  whom 
the  constitution  confides  its  inviolability,  will  proceed  to  act  in  their  respective  cases, 
oWyinpf  always,  and  with  all  preference,' the  general  constitution  of  the  republic,  which 
cannot  be  derogated  by  the  said  decree." 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you,  by  the  order  of  the  citizen  President,  in  order  that 
you  may  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  note  to  the  legislature  of  your  State,  when  the 
excitative,  which  that  of  Jalisco  has  made,  with  reference  to  this  affair,  shall  be  treated  of. 

In(lfi)endence,  constitution  and  reform!    Mexico,  May  27, 18(38. 

VALLARTA. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


TRIAL  IN  CONGRESS. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  Mexico,  Hay  29,  1868.— Tronelation.] 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT. 

J^«ssion  of  the  28th  of  May,  1868 ;  Mr.  Zarco  presiding  : 

The  seiwion Commenced  at  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  rei)resentative8  being  present. 

Mr.  Zarco,  president.    Congress  constitutes  itself  in  grand  jury. 

Mr.  Sanchez  Ascoua,  secretary  of  the  section  of  the  grand  jury,  read  the  process  verbal 
of  the  accusation  made  against  the  citizen  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  Jalim^),  from 
which  process  we  take  the  most  imx>ortant  documents  and  the  re^jort  with  which  it 
concludes.    They  are  as  follows :  * 

The  Accusation. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February  last,  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  who  acts  as  governor  of  the 
State  of  Jalisco,  sanctioned  the  annexed  decree,  which,  under  the  number  61,  was 
ij*siiHl  hj  the  legislature  of  that  State,  ami  which  has  the  charw^ter  of  a  special  law  of 
ri'tniactive^effect,  the  application  of  which  is  intrusted  to  the  executive  power,  and  in 
which  decree  are  violateil  the  guarantees  respecting  the  life  and  liberty  of  individuals, 
pn>vided  by  article  20  of  the  constitution  of  the  republic.  • 

On  the  2:M  of  the  same  month  of  February,  at  midnight,  five  individuals  were  anpre- 
hemled.  and  were  executed,  by  ordw  of  SeFior  Gomez  Cuervo,  at  daybreak  on  the  follow- 
ing (biy,  without  an^  previous  trial  whatt^ver. 

The  victims  in  vam  sought  the  protection  of  the  federal  courts  for  the  assurance  of 
tlieir  individual  guarantees,  a  protection  which  w^Vis  amply  decreed  in  their  favor, 
"nlering  the  susi)ension  of  the  execution  for  Seflor  Gomez  Cuervo,  infringing  articles 
101  and  102  of  the  constitution,  and  the  organic  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861,  liis- 
r«'jpinling  what  had  been  opportunely  decn^ed  by  the  judge  of  the  district,  ordered  that 
the  five  individuals  should  be  executed  in  the  principal  square  of  Guadaliyara. 

Sc»fior  Gomez  Cuervo  has  gone  still  further :  he  has  manifested  to  the  federal  court 
that  he  will  not  obey  such  ordera  as  are  communicated  to  him  with  the  object  of  hin- 
tleriug  the  executions  he  may  decree. 

The  superior  tribunal  of  the  circuit  has  repoi-ted  and  transmitted  all  the  antecedents 
of  this  business  to  the  ministry  and  to  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the  nation. 

For  all  the  foregoing  violations  of  the  constitution  we,  the  undersigned,  accuse  Sefior 
Gomez  Cuervo  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  nation. 

•  JUAN  ROBLP:s  MARTINEZ. 

SILVANO  MORENO. 
ANGULO. 

Mkxico,  ifiirc^  9, 1838. 


Law  Xo.  61  of  the  State  ofJalinco. 

Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  to  the  inhab- 
itJintK  of  the  same ;  be  it  known  that — 

The  honorable  legislature  of  the  State  has  remitted  to  me  the  following  decree : 

**  (,'onsidering  that  the  alonning  proportions  to  which  the  peq>etration  of  the  crimes 
of  robbery,  kidnapping,  and  assassination  have  arrived  re<iuires  a  speedy  and  energetic 
remeily ; 

'*  That  society,  with  good  reason,  intimidated  by  the  magnitude  of  the  dangers  which 
surn>nnd  it,  urgently  calls  for  tlie  ailoption  of  extraonlinary  Pleasures,  which  shall  put 
a  Htop  to  the  evil  and  re-establish  the  public  tranquillity ; 
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^'  That  confess  cannot  see  with  indifference  the  agony  and  alarm  of  the  people,  and 
shouUl;  ou  the  contrary,  make  the  greatest  efforts  to  check  in  their  origin  the  crimes 
"which  threaten  tlie  very  dissolution  of  society ; 

"  That  in  the  situation  to  which  we  have  arrived  the  ordinary  means  established  by 
the  laws  are  not  sufficient,  and  that  it  is  iiec^^ssary  to  strengthen  the  action  of  the 
executive,  iu  order  that  it  may  be  able  to  restore  tranquillity  so  profoundly  distarbetl; 

**  The  congress  of  the  State,  making  itself  the  interpreter  of  the  most  imperious  oif 

Eublic  exigencies,  and  desirous  of  saving  the  sacred  interests  of  the  peoide  it  represents, 
as  thought  proper  to  issue  the  following  decree : 

*'  Number  01.  The  people  of  Jalisco,  repn^sented  by  their  congress,  de^'ree: 

"  AimcLE  1.  The  observance  of  the  law  of  the  tk\  of  the  present  month,  in  bo  far  as 
relates  to  the  crimes  of  robbery,  kidnapping,  and  assassination,  is  hereby  suspended.  . 

**  AuT.  2.  During  this  suspension  the  government  shall  liave  the  powers  which  the 
circular  of  the  12tli  of  March,  1861,  conceded  to  the  military'  authorities  for  pnuishin^ 
the  crimes  of  robbery,  making  the  proceedings  and  ]>eualties  therein  established  apph- 
cable  also  to  the  crimes  of  kiauap]nng  and  assassination. 

"  Art.  3.  The  government  can  delegate  the  faculties  treated  of  in  the  foregoing  article 
to  such  i>olitical  authorities  and  military  chiefs  as  it  may  deem  advisiible. 

"  Art.  4.  The  government  is  authorized  to  exi>el  from  the  State,  by  executive  order, 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  any  suspicious  individual,  or  person  suspected  to  be  a  robber 
or  kidnapper. 

"Let It  be  communicated  to  the  executive  for  its  promulgation  and  observance. 

"  Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  State,  Guadalajara,  January  31,  1868. 

"ANDRES  TERAN,  President. 

"  Jos^:  G.  Gonzales,  Secrefanf. 

"  Pedro  Landazwire,  Seaetary." 

In  conformity  with  article  2%.  of  the  preceding  decree,  I  have  thongtit  proper  to 
direct: 

1.  The  powers  contained  in  article  2d  are  delegated  to  the  political  prefects  of  the 
cantons,  and  to  the  direct4)rs  of  the  departments  of  the  proper  use  of  these  poweiis,  and 
strict  application  of  the  proceedings  established  in  the  circular  of  the  12th  of  March, 
1861,  the  strictest  responsibility  wiu  l)e  exacted  from  said  functionaries,  under  i>enaltT 
of  being  dismisse*!  from  office  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  and  fiirthermore  puuished 
as  the  case  may  require.  • 

2.  The  same  powers  m^  delegated  to  the  military  authorities  of  the  State,  and  with 
the  approval  ot  the  cimen  general-in-chief  of  the  fourth  division,  they  shall  also  be 
transmitted  to  such  officers  of  the  same  division  as,  with  the  acconl  of  said  general,  may 
be  chargeil  with  the  persecution  or  apprehension  of  the  delinquents  referred  to  in  the 
inclosed  decree,  the  government  reserving  to  itself  to  restrict  these  powers  in  the 
special  instructions,  which  in  each  case  may  l>e  given,  and  to  which  the  said  chiefs 
shall  scrupulously  mlliere,  under  penalties  of  the  ormuance  which  shall  be  made  effective 
by  the  superior  officer  whose  duty  it  may  be. 

3.  The  section  of  justice  of  the  government  department  shall  form  a  weekly  report 
of  the  criminals  procee<led  against,  according  to  the  present  provisions,  which  shall  be 
certified  to  and  duly  published. 

4.  The  bodies  of  the  criminals  executed  in  compliance  with  resi>ective  provisions 
shall  remain  exposed  to  public  view  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  Imurs  on  the  site  of 
the  execution,  or  iu  that  of  the  perpetrati<m  of  the  crime  of  which  the  criminals  have 
been  the  authors,  as  may  be  judged  convenient  by  the  authority  imposing  the  i»enalty. 

Wlierefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed  ami  published  in  legal  form  for  its  fulfilhnent. 
Guadalajara,  February  2, 1868. 

ANTONIO  G.  CUERVO. 
A.  Lancaster  Jones,  Secretary, 

The  following  is  the  circular  referred  to : 

department  of  war  and  marine— circular. 

Under  dat^  of  the  7th  instant  I  communicated  to  the  citizen  prefect  and  principal 
commandant  of  the  district  of  Morelos  the  following :  • 

"  By  your  official  note  of  the  6th  instant,  his  excellency  the  President  has  learned  with 
regret  of  the  excesses  committed  by  a  party  of  bandits  on  the  estate  of  San  Carlos,  and 
ajqiroves  the  efficacious  solicitude  with  which  you  took  steps  for  pursuing  the  nialefoc- 
tors,  and  the  succor  afforded  to  the  district  wherein  the  crime  was  i>erpetnited,  although 
not  comprehended  within  the  jurisdiction  under  your  command. 

*'  The  supreme  government  is  actively  engaged  in  the  fonnation  of  a  law  of  expeelitions 
and  severe  ijroceedings  for  the  trial  of  robijers,  and  firmly  establishing  public  security, 
by  the  exemplary  iiunishment  of  these  offenders ;  but  until  said  law  shall  he  published 
by  the  respective  departments,  his  excellency  the  President  empowers  you  to  order  the 
execution  of  every  robber  taken  in  the  act,  giving  a  report  of  wliat  shall  so  take  place. 
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'^With  respect  to  the  bandits,  against  whom  there  may  be  well-grounded  pre- 
amiptions,  when  once  captured,  you  will  proceed  to  draw  up  an  act,  m  which  shall 
appear  the  declarations  of  two  competent  persons  of  known  probity,  and  the  culpability 
being  proved  by  the  uniformity  of  testimony  against  the  individual,  whether  for  the 
perpetration  of  a  robbery  or  because  he  belongs  to  bands  of  highwaymen,  you  will 
give  orders  that  he  be  shot,  transmitting  an  authorized  copy  of  the  proceedings,  and 
rt'maininff  with  a  tranquil  conscience  as  regards  the  carrying  into  effect  these  proceed- 
ines,  as  tne  supreme  government,  deviating  from  the  channels  and  proceedings  estab- 
lished by  the  laws,  and  trying  roobers  militarily,  does  so  by  virtue  of  the  ample  facul- 
tieA  with  which  it  is  invested,  urged  by  the  necessity  of  the  moment  and  the  duty  of 
saving  society ;  but  its  dispositions  during  this  transitory  epoch  will  remain  without 
effect  inmiediately,  as  has  been  stated,  that  by  the  respective  ministry  or  by  the  sove- 
reign congress,  the  regular  administration  of  Justice  shall  be  established  as  the  situation 
of  society  shall  require." 

I  transcribe  the  same  to  you  bv  order  of  his  excellency  the  President,  in  order  that 
vithin  the  precincts  of  your  authority,  and  with  respect  to  robbers,  the  provisions  of 
the  inclosed  communication  be  carriea  into  effect. 

God,  liberty,  and  reform !    Mexico,  March  12, 1868. 

ORTEGA. 

His  excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco. 

Order  from  the  federal  court 

COURT  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  citizen  Licentiate  Ignacio  Matute  has  just  presented  himself  in  this  court  as 
connael  of  prisoners,  stating  in  writing  that  five  individuals  are  to  be  shot  in  the  morn- 
ing of  to-day  without  being  tried  by  the  tribunals  established  by  the  constitution. 

Am,  if  this  be  true,  it  attacks  the  guarantees  the  constitution  of  1857  has  conceded  to 
every  Mexican,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  this  court  to  impart  the  protection,  and  id. 
demanded ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  justice  of  the  Union,  I  issue  to  you  the 
preaent,  for  the  purpose  that  you  shall  give  orders  for  the  suspension  of  said  execution, 
with  the  reservation  of  a  proper  trial,  in  order  that  should  the  proceeding  in  question 
prove  to  b^legal  the  action  of  the  government  shall  remain  free. 

Inde]>endence  and  liberty!  Guadalajara,  February  24, 1868,  at  35  minutes  past  5  in 
the  morning. 

TREJO. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State. 

Beply  of  the  governor, 

SUPREME    CONSTITUTIONAL    GOVERNMENT     OF    THE    STATE    OF    JALISCO— SECTION    OF 

JUSTICE. 

The  criminals  referred  to  in  your  note  that  I  have  just  received,  and  which  I  hasten 
to  answer,  have  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  death  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
in  force  in  the  State  in  matters  of  robbery  and  kidnapping,  with  which  provisions  I 
'♦"PlMysed  you  were  perfectly  acquainted  from  the  day  of  their  publication.  Copies  of 
them  were  sent  to  your  court,  as  also  to  the  superior  tribunal  of  circuit.  The  duty  of 
the  government  under  my  charge  is  to  fulfill  those  provisions,  and  enforce  their  fulfill- 
ment in  pursuance  of  the  attributes  imposed  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  it  is 
iinpofisible  for  me,  without  violating  tliat  duty,  of  the  obser\'ance  of  which  I  have  to 
render  account  to  the  honorable  legislature,  to  order  the  suspension  of  the  proceeding 
against  said  criminals,  as  you  intimate  in  your  said  note. 

Independence  and  liberty!  Guadalajara,  at  five  minutes  after  6  in  the  momine, 
Februi^  24,  1868.  ^  «m      »  6, 

J.  A.  G.  CUERVO. 

Ah  Lancaster  Jones,  Secretary. 

The  Citizen  Judge  of  the  District,  Present. 

Judicial  citation, 

department  of  justice  and  pubuc  instruction— section  1. 

For  the  effects  of  article  149  of  the  interior  regulations  of  the  congress  of  the  Union, 
I  inclose  to  you,  duly  certified,  the  process  verbal  formed  against  the  citizen  governor 
of  that  State,  under  the  accusation  of  the  citizen  deputies  ^bles,  Martinez,  ana  Agnlo, 
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and  which  the  section  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  congress  has  been  pleased  to  remit  to 
this  department  for  the  purposes  indicated. 

I  have  to  ask  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  corresponding  receipt. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Mexico,  April  16,  1868. 

From  occupation  of  the  citizen  miuist'er. 

MANUEL  CASTILLA  Y  PORTUGAL,  Chirfaerk, 

The  Judge  of  the  District,  Guadalajara, 

Service  of  the  aame. 

Guadalajara,  April  24, 1866, 
This  citation,  with  the  official  note  which  accompanies  it,  having  been  rec^vi^,  let 
the  directions  of  the  section  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  in  thw 
resolution  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  l>e  carried  into  efl'ect,  the  judge  who  sign? 
hereto  passing  to  the  house  of  the  citizen  governor  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  expn»i:<l 
in  article  149  of  the  internal  regulations  of  congress. 
By  the  judge  of  the  district  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  decreed  and  signed. 

D.  J.  TREJO. 
A.  ANGEL  PEREZ. 
*     .  •  A.  VICENTE  URZUA. 

On  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  with  the  object  of  giving  compliance  to  the  forefroins 
order,  associated  with  those  assisting,  I  passed  to  the  palace  of  the  State,  and  the  citi^rQ 
Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  the  same,  being  present,  the  undersigned  jodg*- 
read  this  process,  and  having  concluded,  SeRor  Gomez  Cuervo  said : 

"  The  state  of  excitement  and  of  alarm  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Jali*^ 
fonnd  themselves  in  the  mouth  of  January  last,  owing  to  the  kidna])ping  and  oHm 
crinl(^s  that  were  committed  even  in  the  principal  streets  of  the  capital,  eiierp*tiealh 
called  for  the  adoption  of  efficacious  measures  for  putting  a  st^p  to  a  stati?  of  vandalism 
without  examxde  even  in  the  epochs  of  the  greatest  disorders  and  revcdution. 

"  The  whole  city  demanded  that  such  measures  should  be  taken.  No  one  is  ignoraot 
of  the  representations  which,  with  that  object,  were  addressed  to  the  gOA-emnirtit  aii^l 
to  the  legislature,  until  the  latter  finally  had  to  issue  the  decree  of  the  31st  of  Jantijin. 
which  forms  the  second  page  of  this  proems,  and  which  declared  in  fort»e  the  cirmlaf 
of  the  r2th  of  March,  1861,  leaving  its  api)lication  to  the  charge  of  the  ]M)litical  anthon- 
ties  in  addition  to  the  military,  although  with  the  restriction  that  to  the  govemoient 
belonged  the  faculty  of  designating  what  authorities  and  what  officers  should  have  tbr 
powers  which  in  the  circular  were  given  to  the  governors  and  military  commandants 

"  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  this  is  the  same  disposition  which  was  ordered  to  be  apin 
observed  under  date  of  the  27th  of  May,  1867,  by  the  department  of  jiwtice  of  the  iyo- 
eral  government,  when  it  was  at  San  Luis,  and  that  it  had  continued  in  foire  id  tiir 
State  until  it  was  suspended  by  the  legislature  of  the  same,  as  it  was  not  until  tlir 
month  of  January  last  that  by  the  government,  or  the  congress  of  the  nation,  the  mtnlr 
of  administ>ering  justice  had  been  determined. 

"  The  decree  No.  61  of  the  congress  of  the  State  having  been  pnblishe<l,  as  I  ba^' 
statecl,  and  there  being  no  law  that  conflicted  with  it,  and  above  all,  iu  fulfillment  oi 
article  28  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which  provides  that  the  governor  shall  pnN- 
lish  the  laws  without  excuse  or  observati(m,  I  was  obliged  to  proclaim  it  forthwitL 
decreeing  immediately,  in  conformity  with  article  3d,  the  regulations  I  thought  pn>ptt 
for  delegating,  without  danger  of  abuse,  the  powers  referred  to  in  article  2d. 

"  I  must  observe  in  passing,  that,  as  is  public  and  notorious,  the  decn»e  was  reeeivHl 
with  apjdause  by  the  whole  of  society,  who  saw  in  it  their  salvation.  Votes  of  thank? 
to  congress  were  drawn  up,  tranquillitj'  commenced  to  be  restored,  and  the  authoritit-* 
were  only  recommended  to  be  prudent  in  its  application. 

"On  the  apprehension  of  the  kidnappers,  whose  execution  has  led  to  my  bein^: 
accused,  they  were  directly,  and  by  virtue  of  the  law,  consigned  to  the  political  piv- 
fect,  who  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  them,  without  any  intervention  on  the  jiari 
of  the  government,  whose  functions  in  the  matter  ceased  with  the  publication  of  tl^- 
law.  • 

"  These  criminals  asked  protection  after  they  were  sentenced,  and  the  jndge  of  tbr 
district  communicated  to  me,  a  few  moments  before  the  execution,  to  suspend  the 
same. 

"  The  section  of  the  grand  jury  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  law  having  been  issw^ 
under  the  responsibility  of  the  congress  of  the  State,  executed  bj^  the  pohtical  prefert 
in  virtue  of  the  authorization  given  in  the  law  itself,  the  executive  government  of  thr 
same  was  entirely  foreign  to  the  question,  since  it  was  neither  the  executor  of  the  sen- 
tence, nor  had  it  pronounced  the  sentence,  or  issued  the  law,  this  being  the  reason  vhjr 
it  liraitld  itself  in  its  reply  to  stating  its  constitutional  obligations. 

"  I  have  pointed  out  the  situation  of  Jalisco  when  the  decree  was  issued,  and  H^mr 
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other  ciTcnm^tances  relating  to  its  subsistence,  in  order  that  the  section  of  the  grand 
jnry  may  be  pleased  to  estimate  them  at  what  they  may  be  worth.  For  my  part,  I  con- 
rlnde  with  the  assurance  that,  although  I  am  con vi need  of  the  necessity  there  was  for  the 
panishinents  which  took  place  in  this  city,  I  regret  the  same,  as  I  pride  myself  in 
Mng  one  of  the  first  to  recognize  the  respect  that  is  due  to  individual  guarantees." 
This  he  said  and  signed  before  me. 

A.  OOMEZ  CUERVO. 

TKEJO. 

A.  ANGEL  PEREZ.   . 

A.  VICENTE  URZUA. 

Then  follow  various  representations  of  municipalities  and  citizens  of  Jalisco,  asking 
the  absolution  of  the  accused. 

Report  of  (he  section  of  the  grand  jury. 

The  section  of  the  grand  jury  has  made  a  most  scrupulous  examination  of  the  cause 
instituted  by  reason  of  the  accusation  presented  to  the  chamber  by  the  citizen  dopu- 
tift  Robles,  Martinez,  Moreno,  and  Agulo,  against  the  constitutional  governor  of 
JaliM?o,  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo. 

With  an  intimate  conviction  of  the  gravity  and  importance  of  this  affair,  the  urifler- 
si^rned  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  consider  it  thoroughly,  in  order  to  report  to  the 
national  grand  jury  what  they  ^udge  to  be  the  most  strict  justice. 

The  section  does  not  believe  it  necessary  to  make  an  extract  of  the  proems  wherein 
are  contained  the  proofs  of  the  facts  which  give  rise  to  the  accustition,  as  this  proceed- 
ing appears  unnecessary,  the  documents  having  been  read  in  full  in  accordance  with 
the  reticulations  prescribe<l,  and  will  have  sufficiently  informed  the  chamber,  even  to  the 
fnWfut  details.  It  is  sufficient  for  their  purpose  to  state  the  facts  that  appear  to  l>e 
pn^ved,  make  the  application  of  the  legal  precepts  which  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  a<'ca- 
!»ati()n,  and  deduce  therefrom  the  consequence  which  is  contained  in  the  opinion  they 
have  lieen  able  to  form  of  the  affair,  submitting  the  same  to  the  wisdom  of  the  jury. 

The  legislature  of  Jalisco  issued,  on  the  31st  of  January  of  the  present  year,  a  dircree 
pntting  in  force  the  circular  which,  with  reference  to  the  crime  of  robbery,  was  dictated 
hy  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  on  the  l*2th  of  March,  1861.  On  the  sim- 
ple perusal  of  this  decree  it  is  clearly  and  undeniably  seen  that  it  is  in  open  o]>position 
to  a  great  part  of  the  precepts  contained  in  tlie  federal  charter  of  1857,  in  force  in  the 
republic  since  the  8th  of  December  of  last  year,  when  the  dictatorship  ceased,  which 
wa<»  created  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  lat4?  foreipi  war. 

lu  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  princi^^le  is  not  even  doubtful,  that  only  the 
congress  of  the  Union,  or  during  it«  recess  the  pennaneut  deputaticm,  with  the  previous 
«mseut  of  the  government  in  council  of  ministers,  can  suspend  the  guarantees  conceded 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  republic,  in  the  bill  of  rights  contained  in  section  1  of  title  1  of 
the  cimstitution.  The  29th  article  of  the  fundamental  law  not  only  reserves  to  the 
chamber  this  important  faculty,  but  carefully  restricts  it,  pointing  out  the  cases  wherein 
use  may  be  made  of  it,  the  special  x>oints  which  it  is  prohibitiMl  to  touch,  and  the  i)re- 
^ij^  conditions  to  be  observed  in  making  use  of  that  authority. 

The  legishitors  of  1857,  not  content  with  having  made  the  explicit  declaration  contained 
in  this  article,  were  desirous  of  still  further  removing  any  doubt  or  error,  by  establish- 
ing, in  the  126th  article,  the  basis  ui»on  which  the  law  of  the  constitution  is  founded, 
wluwe  mien  form  the  supreme  law  of  all  the  Union,  to  which  the  authorities  of  the  land 
nmst  subject  themselves,  notwithstanding  whatever  disposition  to  the  contrary  that 
may  l)e  contained  in  the  constitutions  or  laws  of  the  States. 

Consequently  the  general  constitution  and  the  organic  laws  issued  to  complete  it 
and  make  iiracticable  the  division  and  attributes  of  the  federal  powers,  are  very  positive 
a«  regards  the  deference  and  respect  that  are  due  to  them,  over  the  local  regimen,  the 
first  condition  of  which  is  that  of  subordination  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
Nocial  compact.  Neither  can  the  character  of  free  and  sovereign,  possesst^d  by  the  iStates 
of  the  federation  with  respect  to  their  internal  administration,  be  opimscd  to  this, 
b»-oause  the  condition  of  this  autonomy  springs  precisely  from  and  is  based  upon  the 
fe^leftil  charter,  which  is  the  root  and  principle  of  our  institutions,  and  therefore  there 
cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  exercise  of  that  right  the  violation  and  disregard  of  the 
fundamental  law. 

This  being  so,  the  decree  which  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  ordered  to  be 
promulgated  on  the  31st  of  January  last  ought  neither  to  have  been  issued  nor  observed, . 
liecause  by  it  were  suspended  the  guarantees  conceded  in  articles  13,  14,  and  20  of  the 
constitution. 

The  deputies  who  form  that  legislative  body  will  be  personally  responsible,  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  of  the  State,  for  that  act,  which  constitutes  a  fault  com- 
mitte*!  in  the  discharge)  of  their  attributes ;  and  it  may  also  be  considered  thatf'the  gov- 
ernor, Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  also  is  responsible,  because  he  not  only  carried  into  effect 
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the  provisions  of  that  decree,  in  every  sense  unconstitutional,  but  he  went  rtUl  fbither 
than  the  legislature,  and  issued  a  relation  on  the  2d  of  February  last,  delegating  to 
the  subaltei-n  authorities,  both  military  and  political,  the  discretionid  powen  with 
which  he  believed  himself  invested. 

In  the  application  of  tlie  decree  referred  to  occurred  the  event  which  gives  rise  to 
this  accusation,  and  the  nature  of  which  we  believe  we  are  able  to  examiue  with 
probabilities  of  correctness  by  the  light  thrown  on  it  by  the  foregoing  considerations. 

Five  persons  were  arrested  in  Guadalajara  who,  according  to  the  mmor  circalat«d 
after  their  apprehension,  had  committed  the  crime  of  kidnapping ;  and  it  was  said  in 
public,  that  at  daybreak  on  the  24th  of  February  last,  they  were  to  be  shot  without 
any  previous  trial  having  taken  place,  or  the  least  time  allowed  for  an  examination 
into  the  charge  which  had  led  to  their  being  sentenced  tx)  the  highest  penalty. 

The  judge  of  the  district  of  Jalisco,  at  the  petition  of  the  counsel  for  criminals,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  organic  law  of  30th  r^ovember,  1861,  opportunely  ordered  the 
suspension  of  the  execution,  meanwhile  that  a  trial  for  their  defense  might  be  opened, 
and  communicated  this  disposition  to  the  governor,  Don  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo.  Thi» 
functionaiy,  for  the  reasons  which  appear  in  his  answer,  received  by  the  judge  of  the 
district  a  clay  after  the  criminals  had  been  execute<l,  in  whose  favor  protection  had  he«>B 
decreed,  or  for  whatever  other  reasons,  did  not  comply  with  the  judicial  decree  of  sat- 
pension,  which  placed  the  prisoners  under  the  shield  of  the  federal  courts.  Such  ao 
act  involves  a  flagrant  violation  of  article  4th  of  the  said  law  of  the  30th  November,  18B1, 
undermines  at  their  base  our  social  institutions,  and  consequently  is  a  char&»  of  inevi- 
table responsibility.  The  exculpations  made  by  the  accused,  on  replying  to  the  chaiigcs. 
are  not  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  the  section,  to  extenuate  them,  or  muchledsto 
refute  them. 

These  exculpations  are  reduced  to  two  points :  In  the  first  place,  Sefior  Gomes  Cnerro 
believes  that  the  obligation  the  constitution  of  the  State  imposes  ujKm  him  of  executing 
the  laws  of  the  same  relieves  him  from  enforcing  obedience  to  the  general  constitution 
and  laws ;  and  in  the  second  place,  he  thinks  that  the  abnormal  situation  in  which  the 
State  of  Jalisco  was  found  authorizes  and  justifies  his  proceedings. 

We  have  already  remarked  how  inexact  and  illegSM  the  opinion  is  upon  which  thr 
first  of  his  exculpations  is  founded ;  and  with  respect  to  the  second,  it  is  easy  to  »ee 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  necessity  given  to  the  occasion  for  a  punibhabW 
act,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  avert  the  judicial  proceedings,  although  it  may  at  the  oroper 
time  be  alleged  as  an  extenuating  circumstance  in  mitigation  of  the  rigor  of  the  law  ia 
the  sentences. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  it  results  from  what  has  been  set  forth  that  thf 
accusation  which  has  given  rise  to  the  continuation  of  this  process  is  legal  and  wcU 
founded,  and  the  undersigned  conclude  by  submitting  to  the  enlightened  deliberatioD 
of  the  national  grand  jury  the  following : 

"  It  is  declaredthat  the  citizen  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco, 
is  guilty  of  infraction  of  the  general  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861,  and  of  th( 
constitution.^' 

Section  of  the  grand  jury,  Mexico,  Mfty  9, 1868. 

CENDEJAS. 
PROTASIO  P.  TAGLE. 
GARCU  CARRILO. 

SANCHEZ  ASCONA, 

Secretaj. 

The  reading  of  the  documents  having  been  concluded,  the  said  citizen  Sanchez  A:xo- 
na  read  the  following  official  note  frt)m  citizen  Gomez  Cuervo : 

Dtfeme  of  Governor  Cuervo. 

6UFREM1C  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  JALISCO. 

Summoned  bv  the  secretary  of  the  |p*and  jury  to  appear  on  the  88th  instant,  to  de 
fend  myself  betore  it  from  the  accusation  which  has  oeen  made  against  me  for  Tioi«* 
tion  of  individual  guarantees,  and  without  refrtdning  from  doing  so  if  it  shall  be  p<^ 
sible,  either  personally  or  by  means  of  counsel,  I  am  desirous  that  the  grand  jury  shoitM 
at  once  be  made  acquainted  with  the  documents  I  inclose,  which  may  have  some  inlla- 
ence  in  the  decision  of  the  matter  in  question.  They  will  form  my  only  defense,  ahooU 
the  brevity  of  time  allowed  me  for  appearing,  not  admit  of  making  it  in  any  other 
manner. 

Elected  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  acainst  my  wish,  against  my  expectatioos 
and  when  I  had  never  fibred  nor  aspired  to  figure  in  anv  public  post,  I  thoogfat  it  my 
duty  nevertheless,  as  a  citizen,  to  accept  the  position,  although  for  me  it  was  a  saciiJict 
which  was^  what  as  a  liberal  I  had  already  made,  seeing  with  resignation  my  little  piv- 
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paty  destrojed  at  one  time  by  reactionists,  at  another  by  interventionists  and  French, 
notwithstanding  the  false  reproaches  now  made  against  me  through  party  spirit  or 
luiTing  served  the  empire,  and  on  which  point*docament  No.  1  gives  sufficient  exphina- 
tioos. 

On  taking  chami  of  the  government,  I  did  so  with  the  firm  determination  of  always 
being  the  faithfTuinterpreter  of  the  law,  and  that  it  should  be  the  guide  of  my  con- 
dnct,  procuring  whatever  good  might  he  possible  for  a  people  who,  without  any  mer- 
its on  my  part,  had  so  elevated  me.  I  am  convinced  that,  so  far  as  my  incapacity  has 
pennitted,  I  have  not  deviated  from  that  path,  and  this  alone  it  is  that  makes  me' now 
see  with  regrret  that  I  should  be  criminally  tried  when  my  conscience  tells  me  that  I 
h»Tc  not  been  wanting  in  my  duty. 

I  pmposely  refrain  from  describing  the  state  of  alarm  in  which,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Teu*,  the  whole  State  of  Jalisco  was  found,  owing  to  the  unheard  of  and  mcredible 
derdopment  of  the  most  ferocious  banditism,  which  perpetrated  crimes  and  depreda- 
tknts  even  in  the  princix>al  streets  of  the  capital.  I  well  know  that  it  is  said  by  the 
enemies  of  the  government  that  this  state  of  things  was  exaggerated,  and  I,  therefore, 
let  &ct8  speak  which  cannot  be  contradicted. 

To  pnt  an  end  to  the  evil  I  have  spoken  of,  the  congress  of  the  State  issued,  under 
Arte  of  the  3d  of  January,  the  decree  relating  to  criminal  trials,  which  I  inclose,  marked 
No.  2,  in  which,  while  giving  the  parties  accused  all  constitutional  guarantees,  brief 
proceedings  were  provided,  and  such  measures  as  it  was  considered  might  conduce  to 
the  desired  result  were  dictated.  The  trials  were  established,  but  robberies  and  kid- 
nappings oontinned,  because  the  decree  had  not  sufficient  efficacy  to  terrify  the  bandits, 
who,  it  is  moumfhl  to  have  to  state,  counted,  if  not  on  the  direct  support  of  the  oppo- 
ntion,  on  the  moral  support  they  derived  from  seeing  the  authority  depreciated  and 
ridicnled  by  the  daily  and  blood-thirsty  invectives,  which,  without  reason,  were  directed 
against  it,  in  publications  which  have  only  been  allowed  to  exist  owing  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  &itii(til  slave  to  the  law,  having  wished  to  respect  to  the  utmost  the  liberty 
of  thought  and  of  the  press. 

Owing  to  the  inefficacy  of  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  January,  the  alarm  of  society  was 
of  such  a  nature,  that,  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  a  committee  from  the  munici- 
pality of  Guadalajara  presented  themselves  before  congress,  asking  for  the  adoption  of 
more  severe  measures,  as  also  a  numerous  concourse  of  citizeps  to  present  the  memorial 
marked  Ko.  3,  contained  in  the  a4Joined  number  of  the  official  paper  of  the  State,  of  the 
6lh  of  February. 

Congress  could  not  resist,  before  the  exigencies  of  a  population  possessed  with  terror : 
it  comprehended  that  although  only  the  president  in  council,  with  his  ministers,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  can  in  certain  cases  suspend  the 
constitntional  guarantees^  this  right  ought  also  to  be  possessed  by  the  States  in  urgent 
eases  which  do  not  give  time  to  apply  to  the  federation,  as  they  have  the  right  in  such 
eases  of  making  war  against  a  roreign  power,  although  in  article  112  of  the  constitu- 
tion it  is  prohibited  in  general ;  and  as  ho  who  is  attacKed  by  a  bandit  has  the  right  of 
killing  him  without  waiting  for  his  condemnation  by  the  tribunals,  congress,  under  the 
pressure  of  the  circumstances,  issued  on  the  same  day,  the  31st  of  January,  the  decree 
Ac.  61,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  marked  No.  4.  Fraction  1  of  the  28th  article  of  the 
constitution  of  the  State  (document  No.  5)  prescribes  among  the  attributes  of  the 
goremor  that  of  publishing  and  executing  all  of  the  laws,  and  of  causing  them  to  be 
obeyed,  as  also  of  taking  care  that  the  public  order  shall  be  preserved. 

The  meaning  of  that  fraction  has  been  determined,  since  the  year  1862,  by  congress 
itself^  in  the  same  official  documents  which,  underlined,  are  contained  in  the  pamphlet 
Ko.  6,  (pages  19  and  25,)  and  later  in  fraction  3d  of  article  16  of  the  decree  No.  73,  (doc- 
omentNo.  7.) 

The  governor,  by  virtue  of  that  constitutional  precept,  has  the  obligation  to  publish, 
Bnder  9ie  exclusive  responsibility  of  the  legislature,  the  laws  which  the  latter  may  is 
sue,  immediately  on  receiving  them,  and  without  his  being  permitted  to  make  any 
observation  whatever,  since  it  is  declared  that  the  government  does  not  sanction  them 
hat  is  only  the  medium  of  their  publication,  as  are  afterwards  the  political  chiefs  and 
directors  in  the  cantons  of  the  States. 

This  precedent  being  made  known,  it  is  clear  that  I  incurred  no  responsibility  by  the 
poMioation  of  the  decree  No.  61.  I  simply  performed  my  constitutional  duty,  and  no 
cham  can  on  that  account  be  brought  against  me. 

Afcr  the  publication  of  the  decree,  the  execution  of  which  was  intnisted  to  the 
political  antnorities  without  the  government  further  interfering^  therewith,  public 
tiaiiqiiillitv  began  to  revive,  and  still  more  so  when  about  that  time  iive  kidnappers 
wen  apprehended,  who  were  tried  in  conformity  with  the  decree,  and  whose  criminality 
waa  proved  in  due  form,  as  is  seen  in  the  certified  copy  of  the  act  which  was  drawn  up 
ia  ttm&ftmity  with  the  circular  of  the  12th  of  March,  1861,  f  document  No.  8.) 

Afl  society  was  awaiting  what  was  to  take  place ;  the  culprits  were  condemned  to 
dfuft^  aad  their  execution  became  such  a  necessity  that  had  it  been  suspended  it  would 
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have  caused  a  diBorder,  aa  all  the  world  would  have  seen  by  it  the  fiolemn  declaration 
of  impunity  for  criminals  of  that  kind. 

The  proof  of  this  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  scarcely  had  the  criminals  been  executed 
when  from  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  comm<*nc4?d  to  come  in  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
congress,  to  the  government,  and  to  the  political  prefect,  among  which  may  be  seen 
those  which  will  be  found  published  in  numbers  185,  168,  189,  and  200'of  the  official 
paper  of  the  State,  (documents  Nos.  9,  10,  11, 12,  and  13,)  the  numbers  of  which  are  in> 
closed  for  that  purpose. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  execution  I  received  an  official  note  from 
the  judge  of  the  district  ordering  me  to  suspend  the  execution,  as  the  criminals  had 
asked  the  protection  of  the  guarantees. 

I  then  gave  the  answer  which  appears  in  the  proc^  verbal,  stating  my  obligations 
as  governor  of  the  State ;  this  answer  was  sent  in  sufficient  time  for  the  court  of  the 
district  to  address  itself  either  to  the  congress,  author  of  the  law,  or  to  the  political 
prefect,  charged  with  the  execution  of  it.  I  know  not  by  what  incident,  accidental 
or  not,  the  noto  was  carried  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit,  and  the  judge  of  the  district 
did  not  receive  it  until  after  the  culprits  had  been  shot.  But  considering  the  state  of 
things,  and  above  all,  that  I  was  neither  the  author  of  the  decree  nor  the  penon 
chargeid  with  its  execution,  that  it  was  notf  to  me  whom  the  judge  of  the  district  should 
have  addressed  himself^  but  to  the  political  prefect  or  to  congress,  would  it  have  been 
prudent,  would  it  have  been  politic,  even  though  I  had  been  the  party  that  had  decreed 
the  execution,  to  suspend  it  as  was  ordered  f 

I  am  of  opinion  that  in  those  moments  my  responsibility  would  have  been  affected 
by  again  introducing  alarm  and  agitation  into  a  society  that,  always  humane  and 
opposed  to  bloody  spectacles,  nevertheless  then  saw  their  salvation  in  the  execution  of 
those  five  criminals. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury  to  the  circumstance  that  when  tbeae  eventa 
were  passing  in  Guadalajara  there  had  been  already  proposed  in  the  general  congress 
by  the  ministry  initiative  for  declaring  in  force  the  law  of  the  25th  of  Janoarr,  1982, 
tne  discussion  of  which  has  only  been  terminated  a  few  days  since.  What  would  have 
hapi)ened  if  the  cangress  of  the  State,  instead  of  dictating  the  decree  No.  61,  had  re- 
mained indifferent,  and  tolerated  until  now  the  continuation  of  the  dreadful  aitnation 
in  which  Guadalajara  was  placed  f 

If,  as  I  have  betoro  stated,  it  be  possible  for  me  to  attend  the  sesmon  of  the  grwad 
jury,  personally  or  by  counsel,  I  will  then  amplify  the  reasons  I  have  here  only 
indicated. 

However  that  may  be,  I  from  this  moment  submit  to  the  determination  it  may  dic- 
tate, as  my  conscience  tells  me  that  I  have  not  been  criminal,  and  this  will  tranquihse 
mc  in  case  I  shall  be  condemned. 

Guadalajara,  May  15, 1868. 

A.  G.  CUERVO. 

The  citizen  Secretaries  of  the  Grand  Jury,  Mexico, 

The  reading  of  the  documents  being  concluded,  the  debate  commenced. 

8PEECU  OF  MR.  ZARCO,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  SUSTAINING  THE  ACCUSATION. 
[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  Mexico,  30th  Kay,  1868.— TranaUtioQ.] 

Mr.  Zarco,  president :  I  was  unwilling  to  speak,  as  I  wished  to  avoid  saying  any- 
thing against  the  accused.  The  part  of  defender  is  undoubtedly  more  attractive  than 
that  ot  accuser,  and  I  would  not  aggravate  the  situation  of  SeAor  Gomez  Cuerra 
But  such  sentiments  have  been  expressed,  and  such  reasons  adduced  by  the  defeDd<» 
of  tlie  accused  that  with  much  regret  I  am  forced  to  make  some  rectifications. 

Tlie  principal  ar (rumen t  on  which  the  defense  is  based  is  that  the  desperate  situation 
in  which  kidnappers  had  placed  Jalisco  called  for  the  conduct  observed  by  the  leg- 
islature and  the  governor,  and  to  incline  the  mind  of  the  jury  to  pronounce  an  absoln- 
tion  a  public  disorder  is  oven  predicted. 

Notwithstanding  the  alarming  symptoms  which,  since  the  commencement  of  thii 
q^uestion,  it  is  said  have  appeared  in  the  State  of  Jalisco,  notwithstanding  the  predio- 
tioiis  of  a  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  which  are  being  repeated  to  us,  the  truth  is 
that  the  accused  has  come  to  bow  down  before  the  jury,  and  that  he  has  attempted  lo 
justify  bis  conduct,  and  that  the  people  of  Jalisco  remain  and  will  remain  tranqoil 
beoause  they  will  respect  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

Our  duty,  above  every  individual  consideration,  is  to  do  justice,  and  to  give  no  motive 
for  the  repetition  and  even  justification  of  the  calunmies  always  cast^  upon  us  of  not 
knowing  now  to  govern  ourselves.  ' 

I  have  defended,  through  the  press,  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  States 
in  their  internal  regimen ',  I  have  sustained  that  congress  has  no  right  even  to  revise  the 
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decrees  issued  by  the  States ;  but  if  I  have  sustained  this,  I  also  sustain,  as  an  indisiinta- 
ble  truth,  that  the  federal  constitution  and  laws  are  above  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  the  States,  and  if  we  ought  to  respect  the  internal  government  of  localities  wo 
oujfht  not  to  consent  that  the  constitution  shall  be  violated. 

The  counsel  for  Senor  Gomez  Cuervo  has  been  very  able  ;  the  good  will  of  the  audi- 
ence has  been  captivated,  and  we  all  regretted  that  he  had  not  a  better  cause  to  defend ; 
hut  notwithstan<ung  his  brilliant  style,  he  has  not  been  able  to  diminish,  even  in  one 
«iiide  point,  the  culnability  of  his  client. 

I  have  remarked  tiiat  he  as  well  as  the  other  speakers  who  have  taken  up  the  defense 
of  the  accused,  have  occupied  themselves  in  trying  to  do  away  with  a  char^je  which  is 
not  made  against  him.  They  have  sought  to  sustain  the  right  or  obligation  he  was 
nnder  of  promulgating  the  decree  of  the  legislature. 

The  charge  is  not  that  of  having  published  the  decree,  but  of  having  carried  it  into 
effect  He  should  have  remembered  that  no  law  in  the  world  is  superior  to  the  funda- 
mental compact ;  he  should  have  remembered  what  is  provided  by  the  law  of  30th 
XoTcmher,  1861,  an<l  should  have  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  him  by 
the  judge  of  the  district  in  decreeing  the  trial  of  protection. 

The  responsibility  for  those  assassinations,  which  recall  those  of  Tacubaya,  it  is  sought 
to  throw  entirely  upon  the  poUticiil  prefect, because  he  tried  and  condemned  the  persons 
executtnl:  and  it  is  sought  to  establish  that  the  governor  had  no  obligation,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  an  act  of  offlciousness  on  his  part  to  inform  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
Trift  to  what  party  he  ought  to  have  addressed  himself  to  obtain  the  suspension  of  that 
huichery. 

In  the  age  in  which  we  live,  in  a  civilized  country,  fully  constituted,  we  are  told  that 
the  means  to  save  the  life  of  a  man  are  not  to  be  pointed  out!  The  law  of  prot<;ction 
says,  in  its  fourttMJuth  article,  (which  was  read,)  and  this  was  what  the  Judge  did,  and 
the  governor  violated  the  constitution  in  consummating  the  executions,  which  were 
neither  more  nor  less  than  assiissinations. 

I  have  demonstrated  that  the  counsel  for  the  defense  has  shown  little  ability  in  seek- 
ing to  throw  the  responsibility  upon  the  political  prefect,  and  it  is  so  because  the  re- 
jjponsibility  rests  on  the  governor. 

It  has  attempted  to  be  maintained  that  the  law  in  question  was  the  result  of  the 
situation,  and  that  it  was  only  issued  against  bandits ;  it  has  been  asserted  that  it  was 
pven  to  assure  guarantees ;  but  it  has  l>een  forgotten  that  the  guarantees  of  society 
are  composed  of  the  union  of  the  guarantees  of  individuals,  and  that  executions  like 
these  terrify  a  society  where  lynch-law  is  unknown. 

That  law  is  a  remnant  of  the  barbarism  which  exists  in  the  United  States ;  because, 
unfortunately  for  humanity,  in  the  country  which  appears  to  be  the  most  civilized, 
there  still  remain  renmants  of  barbarism,  tynch-law,  which,  for  the  honor  of  the  jur>'^, 
•ihould  not  Ik?  invoked  here,  is  an  abuse  which  is  committ^^d  when  it  is  thought  that  the 
jndge  delays  the  punishnuuit  of  the  delinquent.  Then  the  masses  rise  and  attack  pris- 
ons, and  incendiarism  and  death  are  the  consequence*  of  that  stupid  law. 

No!  let  it  be  said,  in  honor  of  our  country,  the  Mexican  people  never  will  precipi- 
tate themselves  into  such  excesses,  or  commit  such  assassinations. 

It  ha-H  been  said  that  the  victims  of  the  24th  of  February  were  wretched  criminals. 
It  is  not  noble  to  insult  the  deiul,  and  we  do  not  even  know  whether  those  unfortunate 
beings  were  kidnapi)ers  or  not.  They  entered  the  prison  without  their  crime  having 
V>een  stated,  and  it  is  thus  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  alcalde.  On  what  iirinciples 
were  they  condemned  T 

The  constitution  proliibits  the  suspension  of  the  guarantees  which  assure  the  life  of 
man ;  the  law  for  punishing  bandits  and  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  has  respected 
that  guarantee  :  and  those  who,  like  myself,  seek  for  the  abolition  ofthe  i»eualty  of  death, 
can  scarcely  tolerate  an  execution  being  carried  into  effect,  even  after  the  tutelary 
forms  of  legislation  have  been  complied  with,  and  our  blood  boils  against  assassinations 
such  as  those  perpetrated  in  Guadalajara. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  circumstances  exacted  the  publication  of  the  law  and  its  ful- 
fillment, and  that  the  alarm  which  existed  in  that  State  cejised  with  the  action  of  that 
KiuguiiKuy*  measure.  It  is  not  true.  Before  and  after  the  promulgation  of  that  decree, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  I  have  received  i)apers  and  letters  from  Jalisco,  and  there  is 
not  one  of  them  which  does  not  speak  of  robberies,  kidnappingH,  and  assassinations. 
This  contradicts  in  the  most  solemn  manner  the  absued  and  caluuuiious  rumor  that  the 
malefactors  ha<l  become  more  bold  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  congi'ess  was  trying  the 
^jvemor  Ghomez  Cuervo  for  the  acts  of  the  24th  of  February,  and  that  calumny,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury,  I  contradict  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 

Appeal  is  made  to  the  circumstances ;  and  what  circumstances  can  there  be  more  grave 
than  those  wherein  the  life  of  a  man  is  endangered?  It  has  been  said  that  the  judge 
applied  ttx)  late.  The  judge  acted  when  they  called  him,  and  earnestly  endeavored  to 
«lo  his  duty,  as  in  the  proceedings  it  will  be  seen  that  orders  were  issued  at  five  and 
five  minutes  after  five  in  the  morning. 
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The  governor  exculpates  himself  by  saying  that  he  had  not  condemned  tb©  cnlprite: 
this  answer  is  like  Cain's,  when  God  asked  him,  What  has  thou  done  with  thy  brother  T 

SeQor  Gomez  has  said  that  those  men  kept  society  in  a  state  of  alarm,  and  that  if 
they  had  not  been  executed  the  people  would  have  risen.  It  is  not  true  that  they  woaW 
have  revolted ;  they  would  have  submitted  to  the  law. 

What  order  of  a  State  is  this,  and  what  city,  that  could  not  consider  themselves  safe 
until  five  men  should  have  perished  t 

It  has  been  sought  to  make  a  charge  against  the  federal  authority  for  its  conduct, 
and  it  is  being  endeavored  to  Justify  an  authority  which  is  the  one  to  be  blamed  for 
the  insecuritv  existing.  It  is  insisted  that  the  malefactors  have  been  reanimated  by 
the  news  of  this  trial.  It  may  be  that  no  band  of  robbers  know  that  we  are  trying 
SeDor  Qomez  Cuervo. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  people  do  not  comprehend  their  rights,  and  that  there  $n 
vacuums  in  the  la^s.  The  people  do  comprehend  their  rights ;  and  if  there  be  any 
vacuums  in  the  laws  we  must  fill  them  legally. 

It  is  said  that  public  convenience  demands  the  absolution  of  the  accnsed.  This  is 
immoral,  above  all,  when  treating  of  judges  of  the  fact.  We  have  to  act  with  justice, 
and  without  any  personal  consideration.    Were  we  not  to  do  so,  society  could  not  exist. 

It  is  to  be  determined  whether  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  federal  protection 
have  been  violated. 

Agreed  upon  that  fact,  we  have  to  vote  against  that  delinquency.  Public  oonveo- 
ience,which  I  shall  not  invoke,  requires  that,  convinced  of  the  culpability  of  the  accused, 
we  shall  condemn  him. 

The  day  when  the  people  see  that  a  governor,  or  other  public  functionaries,  fell 
legally,  on  that  day  will  be  assured  the  great  principles  of  the  republic. 

I  beseech  the  jury  that^  looking  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  justice,  the  govOTwr 
of  Jalisco  be  declarwl  guilty. 

Mr,  Zarco  resumed  tne  chair  as  presiding  officer. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SANCHEZ  RAMON  AGAINST  THE  ACCUSATION. 
[From  the  Siglo  XTX,  Mexico,  May  30, 1868.] 

Mr.  Sanchez  Ramon.  Sir,  I  know  my  incapacity,  and  it  would  make  me  abstain  from 
speaking,  did  not  the  present  question  involve  an  event  the  resolution  of  which  may 
contribute  in  a  great  measure  to  the  well-bein^  or  otherwise  of  the  State  of  Jalisco;  and 
if  I  resolve  on  speaking,  it  is  because  I  think  it  just,  since  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  do  » 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  that  State. 

The  governor  of  a  great  State  has  at  last  been  bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  accused, 
before  the  ^p*and  jury  of  the  nation.  The  accusation  against  him  on  this  occasion,  sa 
on  others,  is  nothing  more  than  a  means  invoked  for  depriving  him  of  the  poet  to  which 
he  was  elevated  by  an  immense  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jalisco.  The  preseot 
question  has  nothing  new  in  it ;  it  is  the  same  that  has  been  already  presented  on  other 
occasions  to  congress  under  diflerent  forms,  but  the  same  ends  have  always  been  sought 
by  the  persons  who  accuse  him. 

In  Jalisco,  more  than  in  other  States,  it  has  unfortunately  been  seen  that  some  of  its 
sons,  legally  defeated  in  electoral  contests,  forgetting  or  disregarding  sound  repablican 
maxims,  have  not  been  willing  to  rest  satisfied,  and.  without  regarding  the  desolating 
and  bloody  past,  without  taking  into  account  the  future  of  the  country,  by  their  dis- 
content have  become  the  sworn  enemies  of  the  government,  encouraging  disunion  and 
discord,  putting  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  administration,  and  seeking  to  make  imn^l^ 
ticable  even  the  measures  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  of  peace— only  to 
make  unpopular  and  displace  the  elected  of  the  people. 

If  a  frank,  reasonable,  and  just*  opposition  ia  convenient  and  useful,  a  violent,  pas- 
sionate, and  uigustifiable  opposition  cannot  but  produce  evils,  and  evils  of  incalculable 
transcendency. 

The  accusation  which  to-day,  invested  with  an  appearance  of  decorum,  dimity,  and 
respect  to  our  fundamental  law,  occupies  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  political  proceeding,  better  combined  and  better  directM  than  the  other 
stops  that  have  previously  been  taken  for  the  same  purpose — ^that  of  removing  from  his 
post  the  man  elected  by  the  people. 

That  is,  in  reality,  the  question,  and  not  one  of  true  constitutional  rij^ht.  which  animates 
the  promoters ;  for  in  their  place  not  only  would  they  have  actod  in  tJie  same  manwr 
that  the  governor  has  acted,  but  they  would  even  have  gone  further,  as  Jalisco  has  h»d 
examples  when  those  who  act  to-day  as  accusers  held  office  or  had  great  influence  with 
the  government. 

AU  the  members  of  the  jury  know  the  afflicted  situation  of  Jalisco  when  its  legifda- 
ture  declared  the  circular  of  the  12th  March  to  be  in  force,  as,  besides  the  news  which 
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throngh  distinct  channels  was  at  that  time  brought  to  the  capital,  the  exact  account  of 
it  made  by  the  defender  of  the  accused  has  just  oeen  heard.  Nevertheless,  permit  me 
to  state  that  those  circumstances  were  so  critical,  on  account  of  the  kidnappings,  as 
was  reported  by  the  press — and  I  have  letters  in  my  possession  proving  the  same— that 
the  idea  occurred  to  many  citizens,  if  the  authorities  did  not  take  extraordinary  and 
energetic  measures  for  re-esta.blishing  ^arantees,  of  putting  into  practice  the  terrible 
lyncD-Iaw,  wliich,  besides  being  discreditable,  would  have  brought  the  government  into 
many  serious  difficulties.  The  government  had  the  cry  of  the  opposition  against  it ;  it 
saw  that  the  measures  it  took  were  insufficient  to  put  an  end  to  the  evil,  or  even  for 
Clilining  it.  The  citizens  who  were  kidnapped,  when,  after  having  sacrificed  their  means, 
they  were  returned  to  society,  frightened  and  cowed,  did  not  dare  to  make  any  revela- 
tions to  the  authorities,  the  same  thing  happening  as  here,  that  the  few  who  have  met 
with  that  misfortune  refuse  to  afford  the  information  necessary  for  guiding  the  police, 
in  order  that  they  may  apprehend  these  evil-doers — and  all  through  the  well-founded 
fear  that  a  speedy  and  severe  punishment  would  not  be  applied  to  them. 

It  is  also  known  that  the  population  of  Guadalsgara,  tired  with  suffering,  presented 
itself  before  the  legislature  to  ask  for  the  law,  which  at  last  it  conceded,  viz.,  that  the 
above-mentioned  circular  should  be  declared  in  force,  which  law,  if  not  similar,  is  very 
like  that  of  the  3d  of  June,  1861,  which,  as  I  have  manifested  to  con^p'ess,  is  the  law  in 
force  a^nst  kidnappers.  Five  of  these  were  apprehended  and  tried  in  accordance 
with  said  circular,  who,  on  conviction  and  after  confessing  their  horrible  crime  of  kid- 
napping, were  condemned  to  expiate  their  crimes  on  the  scaffold. 

A  few  moments  before  their  execution  it  was  sought  to  protect  them  through  the  fed- 
eral authority,  but,  instead  of  addressing  the  proper  officer,  the  application  was  made  to 
the  governor,  and  it  is  known  why,  after  all,  the  protection  was  not  verified.  In  those 
circumstances  it  was  fortunate,  because,  if  the  kidnappers  had  been  shielded,  Guadala- 
jara and  the  whole  of  Jalisco  would  have  remained  unprotected,  as  the  ac\)oining  States, 
with  laws  similar  to  the  one  that  was  put  in  practice  in  Guadalfgara,  freed  themselves 
from  that  plague  without  being  impeded  by  federal  authorities,  such  as  those  in  Jalisco, 
who,  overzealous  for  guarantees  in  favor  of  kidnappers,  were  indifferent  about  guaran- 
tees for  society  at  large. 

The  former  insecurity  would  have  become  greater,  because  the  bandits,  emboldened 
by  the  kind  of  protection  they  found  in  the  opposition,  instead  of  flying  terrified  after 
escaping  being  caught  by  the  police,  would  have  joined  with  others  of  the  neighboring 
States  and  have  retumea  with  fresh  vigor  to  give  full  effect  to  their  infernal  plans. 

The  government  maintained  itself  firm  in  the  idea  of  saving  society,  and  society  has 
shown  it>s  gratitude  by  a  multitude  of  manifestations  which  it  has  addressed  to  it ;  and 
this  is  what  has  given  rise  to  the  accusation  which  now  engages  the  attention  of  the 
grand  jury. 

Are  not  kidnappers  deprived  of  their  constitutional  guarantees  which  it  was  thought 
was  inculcated  by  trying  them  in  conformity  with  the  law  declared  to  be  in  force  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  f 

If  the  law  of  3d  of  June,  1861,  is  the  one  in  force,  and  if,  according  to  that  law,  they 
are  to  be  tried  in  conformity  with  certain  articles  of  the  law  of  25th  January,  I  cannot 
see  how  the  constitution  can  be  infringed.  But  if  the  exigencies  of  the  critical  and 
exceptional  circumstances  in  wliich  Jalisco  was  placed  did  not  allow  the  governor  to 
act  otherwise  than  as  he  did ;  if  the  guarantees  consigned  in  our  code  are  any  of  them, 
or  have  been,  suspended  with  respect  to  kidnappers,  the  inculpability  of  the  governor 
of  Jalisco,  as  regards  the  charges  brought  against  him,  it  appears  to  me  is  evident. 

Bnt  supposing  that  what  I  have  said  is  of  no  value,  can  tne  prrand  Jury  declare  the 
party  accused  culpable  for  having  fulfilled  his  duty  towards  his  immediate  superior,  the 
legiHlature,  for  whom  he  acts,  the  responsibility  resting  only  on  one  party,  and  the  one 
cannot  be  punished  and  the  other  left  unpunished  f  It  is  clear  that  this  is  not  so ;  and 
this  alone  is  sufficient  that  the  jury  eJiould  give  their  vote  against  the  accusation. 

With  respect  to  the  feeling  which  may  be  entertained  on  account  of  the  decree  No. 
88  of  the  legislature  of  Jalisco,  which,  as  it  has  just  been  seen,  is  a  very  distinct  thing. 
I  will  say  that  now  the  legislature  is  entirely  distinct  from  Seflor  Gomez  Cuervo,  ana 
that  he  respected  the  supreme  measures  of  the  congress,  as  his  own  defender  has  shown ; 
and  I  hope,  from  the  rectitude  and  good  sense  of  wliich  the  members  of  the  giund 
national  jury  have  given  proofs,  that  neither  this  occurrence,  nor  influences  of  any  idnd, 
will  lead  them  to  deviate  from  the  right  path  traced  out  by  justice  for  the  well-being 
of  society. 

I  must  add  that  it  appears  just  that  the  governments  of  the  States  should  possess 
more  liberty  in  providing  for  their  internal  preservation  in  critical  cases,  without  hav- 
ing to  apply  to  the  general  government ;  for  if  the  federation  is  to  be  desired,  it  is  not 
because  it  signifies  a  band  of  iron  that  restrains  them  so  that  they  cannot  move,  even 
altbougn  the  social  edifice  may  fall  and  involve  them  in  its  ruins. 

What  is  to  be  regretted  is  that,  there  being  a  determined  mode  of  initiating  these 
reforms  in  our  code,  anotiier  of  an  irregular  course  should  be  appealed  to,  such  as  that 
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the  supreme  court  of  justice  should  open  the  respective  trial  in  the  controversy  brou^t 
on  by  the  decree  No.  88,  to  which  I  allude. 

Sir,  these  siwntaueous  manifestations  of  the  people  of  Jalisco  which  have  reached  the, 
grand  jury  sliow  very  clearly  what  the  question  is.  In  their  name  I  ask,  in  behalf  of 
the  well-being  of  those  people,  a  vote  of  absolution  for  their  constitutional  governor, 
Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo. 


OFFICIAL  CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT. — SESSION  OF  THE  28tH  OF  MAY,  1868. 
[From  the  Diario  Ofloial,  Mexico,  June  S9, 1988.— Tran8lAtion.l 

In  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1868,  the  congress  of  the  Union  being 
erected  in  grand  jniy  for  the  continuation  of  the  trial  commenced  against  the  governor 
of  Jalisco,  citizen  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  adopted  on 
the  9th  instant,  the  secretary  read  articles  141  to  156,  inclusive,  of  the  rules:  and,  in 
compliance  therewith,  the  secretary  of  the  section  read  in  full  the  procS»  verbal  relatiTe 
to  the  accusation  which  the  citizens  deputies  Robles,  Martinez,  Moreno,  Silviano,  and 
Angulo  have  made  against  that  functionary  for  abuse  of  authority  and  violation  of  arti- 
cles 20,  101,  and  112  of  the  constitution,  and  of  the  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861. 

Account  was  also  taken  of  the  representAtions  addressed  to  congress  in  defense  of 
the  said  citizen  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  Autlan,  Lagos  de  Moreno,  Tepetitlan, 
Teuchitlan,  Guadalajara,  of  the  city  of  Sayula,  and  of  the  residents  of  Lagos,  Aloton- 
ilco  el  Alto,  Tepetitlan,  and  the  reform  club  of  Guadaliuara. 

In  continuation,  the  report  of  the  section  was  read,  which  concludes  with  the  follow- 
ing proposition: 

^It  is  declared  that  the  citizen  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  governor  of  the  State  of 
Jalisco,  is  guilty  of  violation  of  the  general  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861,  and  of 
the  constitution." 

The  secretary  of  the  section  concluded  by  reading  two  communications,  addreseed  by 
the  accused — the  first  relative  t-o  his  defense,  and  the  second  in  which  he  names  as  hi« 
defender  the  citizen  Lancaster  Jones  and  asks  to  be  excused  from  attendance  on  acconnt 
of  illness. 

The  said  citizen  read  the  defense,  and  the  reading  of  the  resolution  proposed  in  the 
report  having  been  repeated,  it  was  placed  in  discussion. 

The  speakers  against  the  report  were  Messrs.  Samoman,  Canedo,  Rodriguez,  Ramon, 
and  Gudiflow  y  Gomez ;  and  in  favor,  Messrs.  Jesus  Lopez,  Barron,  Fiias  y  Soto,  Zareo, 
and  Sanchez  Azcona. 

The  report  having  been  sufficiently  discussed,  the  question  was  put  if  it  should  he 
approved.  The  secretary,  at  the  request  of  citizen  D.  Rosas,  read  article  105  of  the 
constitution. 

The  vote,  having  been  taken,  resulted  for  the  affirmative — 108  votes  against  94  in  the 
negative ;  and  in  consequence  the  proceedings  were  ordered  to  be  passed  to  the  supreme 
court  of  justice  for  the  constitutional  effects.  [The  declaration  of  the  sentence,  the 
governor,  meanwhile,  as  the  effect  of  the  action  of  the  congress,  being  suspended  from 
his  office.] 

Mexico,  May  29,  1868. 

J.  N.  ESPINOSA  DE  LOS  MONTEROS. 

A  true  copy.    Attest : 

SEVERINO  MERCADO. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  166.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  ofMexicOy  July  7, 186S. 

Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  a  special  courier,  dispatched  by  the  foreign 
merchants  of  Mazatlan,  reached  here,  bringing  commnuications  addressed 
to  me  by  the  United  States  commercial  agent,  the  English  vice-consul, 
and  the  consul  of  Prussia  at  that  port,  relating  to  difficulties  which  have 
aris3n  between  the  commander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Chanti- 
cleer, lying  in  that  harbor,  and  the  Mexican  authorities. 

These  difficulties,  it  was  stated,  have  reached  so  serious  a  stage  that  a 
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blockade  of  the  port  had  teen  established,  and  the  commander  of  the 
Chanticleer  had  announced  his  intention  to  bombard  the  town;  bnt  upon 
the  representations  of  the  foreign  consuls  and  merchants  was  induced 
to  suspend  this  latter  purpose,  unless  further  provocation  should  be 
offered,  until  he  had  communicated  with  the  British  admiral  on  that 
coast,  and  the  matter  had  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Mexi- 
can government. 

The  agitation  and  alarm  among  the  foreign  residents  in  Mazatlan,  in 
view  of  these  events,  were  represented  to  be  extreme;  and  while  com- 
merce was  already  affected  by  the  blockade,  it  was  feared  that  General 
Corona,  the  chief  military  representative  of  the  Mexican  government  in 
that  part  of  the  republic,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  being  opened,  would 
abandon  his  quarters  in  the  city,  and  the  town  being  left  unprotected, 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  foreign  residents  would  be  in  imminent 
danger. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Woolrich,  the  British  vice-consul,  made  in  antici- 
pation of  his  having  immediately  to  leave  Mazatlan,  the  consul  of  Prus- 
sia inclosed  to  me  a  copy  of  the  cx)rrespQndence  that  had  taken  place 
between  the  commander  of  the  Chanticleer  and  General  Corona,  which 
had  had  this  unfortunate  result,  and  1  was  requested,  as  the  rei)resent- 
ative  of  a  friendly  nation,  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, and  my  good  offices  weie  appealed  to  towards  bringing  about  a 
peaceable  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  afiair,  that  thereby  the 
destruction  of  life  and  proi)erty  mi^ht  be  averted. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  possible  to 
hesitate  about  doing  all  that  I  could,  without  overstepping  the  limits  of 
what  is  due  to  this  government,  to  promote  a  prompt  and  pacific  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty  that  has  so  unfortunately  aHsen. 

I  therefore  had  Immediate  interviews  with  the  acting  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs,  and  with  the  President,  and  on  the  same  day  addressed  to 
the  government  a  note  inclosing  the  correspondence  that  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  me,  and  commending  to  its  attention  the  gravity  of  the  case 
therein  presented. 

I  also  inclosed  to  the  government  a  copy  of  the  notice  of  blockade 
officially  communicated  to  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
Mazatlan,  and  of  two  letters  addressed  by  him  to  the  commander  of  the 
Chanticleer,  seeking  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties,  and  at  least  to 
avert  the  bombardment  of  the  town. 

A  reply  to  my  note  was  not  made  until  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the 
5th  instant,  when  there  was  inclosed  to  me  from  the  department  of  for- 
eign affairs  a  copy  of  the  orders  that  had  been  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment to  General  Corona,  containing  its  resolutions  with  regard  to  this 
serious  affair. 

The  couriers  bearing  these  orders  of  the  government,  and  my  own  dis- 
patches in  reply  to  the  several  consular  agL^nts  who  had  addressed  me, 
left  for  Mazatlan  at  noon  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  the  cor- 
respondence that  I  have  had  upon  this  subject,  and  respectfully  submit 
my  action  in  the  premises,  trusting  it  may  meet  with  the  approval  of 
my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 
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Mr.  Fuhrken  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

Prussian  Consulate, 
Porto  de  Mazatlan,  Jmnt  22, 1868. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Woolrich,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice-consul,  I  be^  to  band 
you  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  commander  of  her  Miigestjr's  ship  Chan- 
ticleer and  General  Corona.  Mr.  Woolrich  has  to  leave  Mazatlan  on  account  of  this 
same  correspondence,  and  cannot  write  himself. 

You  will  team  by  these  documents  the  difficulties,  and  out  of  what  they  arose.  The 
riffht  of  the  captain  to  resent  the  insult  seems  to  me  to  be  beyond  question ;  the  answer 
of  General  Corona,  pretendiuflj  perfect  ignorance  of  international  laws,  is  ridiculonB. 
He  could  have  referred  the  first  case  to  Mexico,  and  j^ven  full  satisfaction  for  the 
insults  received.  He  has  privately  recogmjsed  the  captain's  right,  and  even  offered  the 
captain  to  obtain  private  satisfaction  for  him  from  the  offender.  Captain  Bridges  hu 
blockaded  our  harbor  since  the  20th,  and  at  12  o'clock  to-day  will  open  fire  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings.  The  town  is  in  great  consternation,  and  as  General  Corona  will  abandon 
his  quarters  and  leave  us  to  the  fury  of  the  mob,  tnere  is  imminent  danger  for  our  hves 
and  property. 

Mr.  SiBson  and  myself  have  directed  a  conminnication  to  the  captain  (not  answetcd 
yet)  requesting  him  to  suspend  the  bombardment  until  he  may  have  the  necessanr  force 
to  attack  and  defend ;  he  can  consult  with  the  admiral,  and  if  necessary,  await  rein- 
forcements. In  the  meanwhile  Mr.  Woolrich  requests  you,  as  the  representative  of  a 
friendly  nation,  to  lay  these  documents  before  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  obtain 
for  the  British  flag  the  satisfaction  so  unjustly  denied  by  the  authorities  of  Sinaloa. 

The  Mexican  government  does  but  an  act  of  justice,  and  all  the  foreign  iM>pulation 
will  be  grateful  for  your  influence,  as  you  save  us  from  heavy  losses  in  our  conunerce^ 
and  prevent  the  destruction  of  lives  and  property. 

Mr.  Woolrich  will  report  to  the  foreign  office,  and  in  the  name  of  his  government 
anticipates  his  sincere  thanks  for  your  vsQuable  services,  which  may,  perhape,  prevent  a 
serious  international  complication. 

I  beg  to  add  an  open  letter  for  Mr.  Valarta,  minister  de  gobemacion,  and  hope  he  will 
assist  you  in  obtainmg  a  satisfactory  answer  from  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bef  sir,  yours,  very  respectfuUy,  

C.  FUHRKEN. 
Pruman  ComuI 


Commander  Bridges  to  General  Corona. 

No.  1.]  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Chantici-eeh, 

Mazatlan,  June  17, 1868. 

Sir  :  As  senior  naval  officer  of  her  Britannic  M^esty's  navy  on  the  west  coast  of  Mex- 
ico, I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  following  case  of  insult  to  an  officer  of 
her  M^esty's  ship  Chanticleer,  by  the  custom-house  authorities,  and  also  to  their  deten- 
tion of  the  sum  of  $368  belonging  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England,  a  permit  to 
pass  this  money  through  the  custom-house  having  previously  been  granted. 

On  the  16th  instant  Mr.  Wallace,  paymaster  of  her  Majesty's  ship  ChanticlecT,  received 
the  sum  of  $633  from  Mr.  Fnhrken,  for  the  use  of  her  Mt^esty's  service,  and  a  permit  to 
pass  the  custom-house  was  procured.  A  portion  of  this  sum  was  expended  on  shorr  in 
payment  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command.  On  thi» 
officer's  arrival  at  the  wharf  in  company  with  myself  ne  was  ordered  into  the  custoiD- 
house,  and  was  told  that  he  was  suspected  of  having  money  in  his  posseflsion  f«c 
which  no  permission  had  been  granted,  and  was  ordered  to  produce  the  money  he  had 
about  him.  He  immediately  gave  the  balance  of  the  |633  he  had  received  mm  Mr. 
Fnhrken^  and  was  asked  if  he  had  any  more  money;  he  replied  no;  bat  afterwud^ 
upon  being  told  to  be  very  careful  what  he  replieo,  he  stated  he  had  some  private 
money,  of  small  amount,  which  he  produced,  and  which  was  returned  to  him.  Aft** 
producing  the  whole  of  the  money  and  stating  he  had  no  more,  he  was  then  orderrd  to 
De  searched  in  the  presence  of  the  commandtmt ;  the  permit  having  been  produced,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  it,  but  the  money  was  confiscated;  and  oii  application  &piooa 
the  same  day,  and  subsequently  this  morning,  the  custom-house^authorities  rerased  to 
return  it. 

When  the  paymaster  was  ordered  into  the  custom-house  I  directed  him  not  to  give 
up  the  money,  or  go  into  the  custom-house,  as  the  permit  would  be  brought.  A  prnoo 
wno  spoke  English  explained  to  me  in  an  insulting  manner  that  I  had  no  anthority  or 
conmiand  there,  and  was  insulting  in  his  manner.  I  therefore  asked  him  what  he  wa^ 
and  went  away.    (This  person  was  the  same  as  applied  to  me,  some  short  time  since,  ic 
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Chim  protection,  on  General  Martinez's  defeat,  as  he  stated  he  was  implicated  with 
)  Havins  failed  to  procure  the  money  from  the  custom-house  authorities,  I  beg  to 
submit  the  injustice  of  the  detention  to  your  consideration,  and  request  you  will  be 
pleased  to  order  it»  repayment. 

The  insult  the  custom-house  official  above  referred  to  states  he  received,  I  beg  to  in- 
form you,  is  untrue ;  and  I  consider  an  officer  of  this  ship  has  been  grossly  insulted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  8.  BRIDGES, 
Commander^  and  Senior  Officer  West  Coast  of  Mexico, 
His  Excellency  General  Corona, 

ComwMnder-in-ckirf  of  the  Mexican  forces  at  Mazatlan, 


€^enera^  Corona  to  Commander  Bridges. 

MEXICAN  RBPUBUC,  FOURTH  MILITARY  DIVISION,  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 
[Tranalatioii.] 

8e!}or  Commandants  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday,  in  which 
yon  were  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  occurrence  which  took  place  the  preceding  day 
oD  the  wharf  of  thia  port,  there  having  been  confiscated  from  the  paymaster  of  her 
Britaonic  M^j  esty's  ship  Chanticleer  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  $368,  notwithstanding 
the  competent  permit  to  export  the  same  was  exhibited,  andaaking  me  to  order  the 
ni^im  of  the  money,  as  its  seizure  is  considered  uigust. 

In  due  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  resolution  of  this  affair  is  not 
within  the  competency  of  the  headquarters  under  my  charge,  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
country  it  pertains  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunals  of  the  federal  treasury. 

Yon  will  therefore  understand  that  it  is  to  the  said  tribunals  that  you  should  address 
Tooiself  in  order  that  Justice  may  be  administered,  with  the  assurance  that  the  same 
will  be  rendered  to  you  in  a  full  and  prompt  manner  in  conformity  with  the  laws. 

I  protest  to  you,  Se&or  Commandante,  my  attentive  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Headquarters  in  Mazatlan,  June  18,  1668. 

B.  CORONA. 

The  Commander  of  her  BrOannio  Majesty s  ship-of-tcar  Chanticleer , 

anchored  in  the  hay  of  this  port. 


Commander  Bridges  to  General  Corona, 

JiaS.]    *  Her  BRiTAm^ic  Majesty's  Ship  Chanticleer, 

Mazatlan,  June  18, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ihe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day,  inform 
ing  m/t  that  it  is  not  in  ^our  power  to  accede  to  tne  demands  contained  in  my  note  of 
yesterday's  date,  requiring  the  restitution  of  the  money  forcibly  taken  from  an  officer 
of  this  ship,  and  referring  me  to  the  local  tribunal  for  redress. 

Tour  excellency  must  be  aware  that  it  is  not  the  custom,  in  cases  of  insult  and  rob- 
bery by  officials  of  any  government  upon  the  persons  or  government  property  of  another 
nation,  to  arrange  such  matters  by  a  local  court,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
treme niigeiicy  of  the  case  I  have  brought  under  your  notice  can  hardly  have  been 
viewed  by  yon  in  the  light  it  merits. 

I  therefore  request  you  will  reconsider  your  reply  to  my  implication,  and  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  inform  you  that  unless  the  money  is  repaid  on  board  this  ship  by  noon  to- 
morrow, the  19th  June,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  then  considering  what  meas- 
nres  I  must  take  to  repel  the  insult  offered,  and  to  recover  the  amount  illegally  abstracted 
from  an  officer  of  her  j|ff^esty's  ship  under  my  command. 

The  particulars  having  been  fully  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  it  is  not 
neoeaoary  to  repeat  them  here. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  8.  BRIDGES, 
Commander f  and  Senior  Officer  West  Coast  of  Mexico, 

His  Exicellency  General  Corona, 

Commander-m^iMtf  of  the  Mexican  forces  at  Mazatlan, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


526  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Getffrml  Citnma  to  Commander  Bridges, 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,  FOURTH  MILITARY   DIVISION,  OETTERAL-IN-CHIEF. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Se55or  Commandante  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  to  you  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  No.  2,  dated  to-day. 

Having  informed  myself  of  its  contents,  I  have  again  taken  into  conaideration  yonr 
No.  1,  received  yesterday,  and  my  reply  to  the  same;  but  not  finding  reasons  for  a 
change  of  opinion^  I  have  to  insist  that  the  atfair  pertains  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
federal  tribunals,  m  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  as  it  treats  of  an  infn/c- 
tion  of  the  fiscal  regulations  with  reference  to  the  export  of  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  rei)eat  to  you  the  assuraoee  of  m^  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Headquarters  in  Mazatlan,  June  18,  1868. 

R.  CORONA. 

The  COJIMAXDER  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  man-of-war  Chanticleer, 

anchored  in  the  bay  of  this  port. 


Commander  Bridges  to  General  Corona. 

No.  3.]  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Chanticleer, 

Mazatlan,  June  19,  ld6& 

^IR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ^onr  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
informing  me  that  you  had  no  reason  to  alter  your  decision  relative  t4>  the  restitution 
of  the  money  .taken  from  the  paymaster  of  this  ship,  and  again  referring  me  to  the  law 
courts ;  the  question  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  ofbcer  and  myself  you  entirely  ignore. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  in  relation  to  the  above  facts,  to  protest  most  strongly  against  the 
illegality  committed,  and  the  insult  that  your  officials  have  thought  fit  to  offer  to  my- 
sell  and  the  officer  under  my  command. 

I  have  now  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  a  still  greater  insult  was  offered  to  me  yes- 
terday afternoon,  ana  I  request  you  will  give  me  an  explanation  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. 

On  my  arriving  at  the  pier  yesterday  afternoon,  to  embarl^  in  my  boat,  I  was  arrested 
by  a  guard  of  three  men  and  ordered  into  the  custom-house.  On  entering  an  empty 
room,  a  man  forced  me  in  a  most  insulting  manner  against  a  wall,  and  then  in  the 
roughest  and  most  outrageous  way  searched  my  person,  and  also  that  of  an  officer  who 
was  in  my  company.  This  gross  insult  was  perpetrated  without  the  presence  of  an 
officer  or  a  word  of  explanation. 

To  comment  on  this  outrageous  conduct  is  quite  unnecessary ;  but  I  demand  a  full 
explanation,  which  must  be  immediately  followed — 

First,  by  the  disavowal  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Mazatlan  of  any  participa- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  its  officers  who  have  been  instrumental  in  offering  the  gwss 
insult  to  me,  and,  through  me,  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

Second,  by  the  production  of  the  officer  ordering  the  insult  on  hoard  the  ship,  and  hi* 
immediate  punishment  to  my  satisfaction. 

Third,  by  the  repayment  of  the  money  abstracted  from  the  paymaster  of  this  ship  on 
the  16th  instant,  and  an  apology  for  the  insult  he  was  subjected  to. 

Should  these  commands  not  he  complied  with  in  twenty-four  hours  from  noon  to-day, 
I  shall  then  take  such  measures  as  I  deem  necessary  to  repel  the  insult,  and  to  cause 
the  uniform  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  officers  to  be  re8i)ected. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  S.  BRIDGES, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  West  Coast  of  Mexico 

His  Excellency  General  Corona, 

Commandcr-in-chiif  of  the  Mexican  forces  at  Mazatlan, 


General  Corona  to  Commander  Bridges, 

FTranBlatioii.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,  FOURTH  MILITARY  DIVISION,  OENERAL>IN-CHI£F. 

Se^or  Comandante  ':  I  have  received  the  communication  which,  under  the  num- 
ber 3  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me,  dated  to-day. 
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In  it  you  attribute  to  the  officials  under  my  command  the  insults  which  you  state 
have  been  committed  against  your  person,  and  that  of  the  payiuivster,  searching  your 
pockets,  and  confiscating  a  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars,  which  the 
said  paymaster  was  taking  out,  on  the  16th  instant,  from  the  port ;  and  also  the  out- 
rages which  were  repeated  yesterday  against  yourself. 

I  presmne  that  the  want  of  information  on  your  part  of  the  attributes  of  the  employ^ 
of  the  republic  in  the  various  branches  into  which  the  administration  is  divided  is  the 
occasioQ  of  the  error  into  which  you  have  fallen  in  addressing  yourself  to  me,  believing 
that  I  am  the  superior  of  said  employes. 

To  remove  that  erroneous  impression,  and  that  you  may  use  your  rights  in  a  manner 
more  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  am  the  chief  of  the 
fourth  division  of  the  Mexican  array,  now  accidentally  stationed  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa, 
discharging  a  special  commission  from  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  that  none  of 
the  officials  of  my  division  haye  part,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  acts  of  which  you 
speak. 

If  any  officer  under  my  orders  had  such  participation,  I  should  consider  myself  obliged 
to  take  action  in  the  premises  j  but  this  not  being  the  case,  I  cannot  do  so,  but  have  to 
leare  others  to  respond  for  their  own  acts. 

From  motives  of  courtesy,  and  in  order  that  you  may  separate  from  the  course  that 
should  be  followed,  I  will  state  to  you  also  that  the  authors  of  said  acts,  being  employes 
•  uf  the  maritime  custom-house,  you  should  address  yourself  with  your  reclamations  to 
the  administrador  citizen  Francisco  Sepulveda,  as  their  immediate  chief;  and  if  he 
does  not  render  justice,  you  can  apply,  as  I  have  before  stated,  to  the  tribunals  or  to  the 
national  government. 

Having  made  the  preceding  explanations,  I  trust  you  wiU  be  convinced  that  I  am 
not  the  authority  to  whom  you  should  address  yourself,  and  that  my  character  of  gen- 
eial-in-chief,  under  the  orders  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  does  not 
authorize  me  to  interfere  in  questions  foreign  to  the  discharge  of  my  military  com- 
mission. 

Haring,  with  what  I  have  stated,  answered  the  communication  referred  to  at  the 
beginning  of  this  note,  I  renew  to  you  at  the  same  time  the  assurances  of  my  consid- 
eration. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Headquarters  in  Mazatlan,  June  19,  1868. 

R.  CORONA. 

The  Commander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty^ b  ship  Chanticleer, 

anchored  in  the  bay  of  this  port. 


Mr,  Fuhrken  to  Mr,  Plumh, 

June  23, 1868. 
On  a  new  representation,  signed  by  all  the  foreign  consuls  and  principal  merchants 
of  the  pla^,  Captain  Bridges  has  suspended  his  action  against  the  city.  He  offers,  on  the 
••trenffth  of  our  request,  to  be  lenient  until  he  receives  satisfaction,  or  instructions  from 
the  admiral,  but  reserves  his  firm  intention  of  proceeding  to  extreme  measures  should 
new  provocations  be  offered  him. 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  mercantile  community  has  resolved  to  dispatch  this  letter 
by  express  to  you,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  return  your  answer,  and  that 
of  the  Mexican  government,  by  the  same  opportunity. 

Captain  Bridget's  conduct  has  highly  obhged  us,  and  we  strongly  hope  the  govem- 
ment  will  take  it  into  consideration  and  hasten  to  correspond  by  a  prompt  and  satis- 
Victory  answer. 

I  have  advised  General  Corona  of  the  departure  of  the  express,  so  that  he  may  avail 
himself  of  this  opportunity  to  forward  his  dispatches  for  the  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 
Ho  C.  FUHRKEN. 

n.  E.  Le  Plumb, 
United  States  Mimater  Resident,  ^c,  ^c,  Mexico, 


Mr,  Woolrich  to  Mr,  Plumb. 


British  Vice-Consulate, 

Mazatlan,  June  23,  1868. 


mander 


.Sir  :  Owing  to  a  question  of  a  very  serious  nature  having  arisen  between  the  com- 
ander  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer  and  the  authorities  of  this  port,  I  was  on  the 
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point  of  embarking  yesterday  on  board  the  mail  steamer  for  San  Francisco,  and  reqaested 
the  Prussian  consul,  (who  was  himself  addressing  you,)  in  my  name,  to  beg  of  yoa  to 
use  your  friendly  influence  in  arranging  the  matter  of  the  gross  insiilt  offered  to  Com- 
mander Bridges,  who  intended  taking  summary  measures  to  punish  the  same,  baTin? 
failed  to  obtain  any  redress  from  the  commander-in-chief  of  tlie  4th  division,  (Genend 
Corona,)  who,  although  the  highest  representative  of  his  government,  has  expressed 
his  inability  to  act  in  the  matter  or  to  punish  the  offender,  and  referred  the  commander 
to  the  collector  of  the  custom-house^  with  whom  he  could  not  enter  into  commnnication 
on  a  national  question  of  such  a  serious  nature. 

The  Prussian  consul  has  brought  all  the  facts  relating  to  said  insult  fully  before  yon, 
and  will  also  inform  you  that  Commander  Bridges  has  peen  prevailed  upon  to  desist 
from  bombarding  the  public  buildings  until  he  has  communicated  with  Admiral  Hast- 
ings, and  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Mexican  government. 
I  have  also  to  request  you,  as  the  representative  of  a  friendly  nation,  (my  government 
holding  no  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Mexico,)  to  use  your  influence  with  the  supreme 
government  in  obtaining  prompt  satisfiEiction  for  Commander  Bridges,  and  th^eby 
avoid  destruction  to  life  and  property. 

I  anticipate  you  my  best  thanks  for  all  that  you  may  do  towards  bringing  about  a 
peaceable  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

C.  WOOLRICH, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Ftotf-Cranil. 

Hon.  E.  Lee  Plumb, 

United  States  Minister  Besidentj  ^.,  ^o.,  in  M&eieo. 


Mr,  Sisdon  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Maxatlan,  June  23, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  two  inclosures — ^No.  1.  a  copy  of  the  notice  I 
received  fix)m  Commander  W.  W.  Bridges,  of  her  Mi^esty'sship  Chanticleer ;  No.  2,  copy 
of  two  letters  sent  by  me  to  Comman^r  Bridges. 

As  the  correspondence  is  all  in  the  hands  of  the  English  consul,  who  informs  me  that 
they  are  to  be  remitted  to  your  honor  by  courier  this  day,  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  give 
you  ftirther  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  8ISS0N. 
United  States  Commercial  Agent. 
Hon.  Edward  L.  Plumb, 

United  States  Minister,  Mexico. 


Commander  Bridges  to  Mr.  Sisson, 

Hbr  Britannic  Majesty's  Shif  Chanticlksb, 

MojfaHan,  June  20,  ld6a 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  having  failed  to  procure  redress  from  the 
Mexican  authorities  in  Mazatlan  tor  gross  insults  offered  to  myself  by  the  cnstoBi& 
department,  that  I  am  compelled  to  t^e  summary  measures  to  repel  the  insult.  I 
therefore  shall,  from  noon  this  day,  close  the  port  <u  Mazatlan,  and  make  sach  aeisnrrt 
as  I  may  consider  necessary.  Should  force  be  rej^uired  to  carry  out  my  intentioiis  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  resort  to  it,  but  it  will  be  my  desire,  while  inflating  punishment  on  the 
government  of  Mazatlan,  not  to  ii^ure  private  property  if  possible.  I  beg  you  wiD  be 
so  good  as  to  display  the  United  States  flag  over  your  consulate,  and  that  yon  notify 
to  your  countrymen  in  Mazatlan  my  intentions.  Before  opening  fire  on  the  custom- 
house and  other  public  buildings  I  will  display  the  English  flag  at  the  main  and  fire  % 
blai]j£  gun,  in  order  that  the  inhabitants  may  remove  from  danger. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  BRIDGES, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  West  Coaet  qfMenee. 
The  Consul /or  the  United  States,  Mazatlan. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  529 

Mr,  Smon  to  Commander  Bridges, 

Xo,  1.]  .  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Miuatlan,  June  20,  1868. 
8ifi:  At  the  reqnest  bf  citizens,  Mr.  Abwua,  consul  of  Eucador,  and  myself  called  on 
Gtneral  Corona  this  morning  to  try  and  arrange  the  difficulties  between  yourself  and 
the  Mexican  authorities.    General  Corona  stated  that  he  intended  to  address  you  a 
note,  and  inslBts  in  the  want  of  jurisdiction  to  give  the  satisfaction  required. 
Verj'  respectfully, 

ISAAC  SISSON, 
United  States  Cammeecial  Agent, 
Commander  W.  W.  S.  Bridges, 

Her  Maje8iy^8  Ship  Chanticleer, 


Mr,  Si98on  to  Commander  Bridges, 

x\o.  2.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

MazatUtUj  June  21,  1868. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  the  English  and  Prussian  consuls  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  great  destruction  of  life  and  property  that  must  bo  the  result 
irum  the  bombardment  of  this  city.  As  the  city  is  defenseless,  and  most  of  the  i)roperty 
belougiug  to  foreigners,  I  truly  hope  that  you'  may  bo  able  to  obtain  redress  in  soiye 
milder  way. 

Very  respectfully, 

ISAAC  SISSON, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent, 
Commander  W.  W.  8.  Bridges,  R.  N., 

Her  Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer, 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Senor  Azpiroz, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  2,  1868. 

Sir  :  By  dispatches  which  reached  me  this  morning  by  extraordinary  courier  from 
Mazatlan,  I  am  informed  of  very  grave  difficulties  which  have  arisen  at  that  jiort,  be- 
twe^u  the  commander  of  the  EugTish  muu-of-war  Chanticleer  and  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties. 

These  difflcnlties,  as  I  am  advised,  have  reached  so  serious  a  stage  that  a  blockade  of 
the  port  of  Mazatlan  has  been  established,  and  the  commander  of  the  Chanticleer  had 
declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  bombard  the  town ;  but  upon  the  representations  of 
tlie  forei^  consuls  and  merchants,  was  induced  to  desist  from  this  latter  puqiose  until 
be  Hhould  have  communicated  with  the  British  admiral  on  that  coast,  and  the  matter 
had  Ijeen  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic. 

Under  these  circumstances  conuunnications  have  been  addressed  to  me,  inclosing  to 
mu  the  correspondence  that  had  taken  place  between  the  commauder  of  the  Chanticleer 
and  General  Corona,  the  chief  military  representative  of  tlie  Mexican  govennuent,  in 
that  part  of  the  republic  which  has  had  this  lamentable  result,  and  my  good  offices 
have  l>een  appealed  to  as  the  representative  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  the  only  foreign 
diplomatic  agent  in  this«  republic,  to  lay  this  correspondence  before  the  Mexican  gov- 
enuuent,  and  to  use  my  iniiuence  to  the  end  that  due  satisfaction  may  be  rendered, 
and  thereby  the  destruction  of  life  and  property  be  avoided. 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  referred 
to,  as  it  has  been  transmitted  to  me,  and  very  respectfully  but  earnestly  and  seriously 
to  commend  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  government  to  the  gravity  of  the  case  therein 
presented. 

I  cannot  but  entertain  a  confident  hope  that  the  government  of  the  republic  will  take 
such  a  view  of  this  affair  as  will  lead  it  at  once  to  dictate  such  orders  as  shall  fully 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  avert  more  serious  consequences,  which  it  is  to  be 
feared  may  fead  to  very  grave  international  complications,  if,  as  the  inclosed  corres- 
jMindence  would  indicate^  subordinate  officials,  without  the  knowledge  of  the. Mexican 
government,  have  committed  acts  that  require  immediate  redress. 

I  also  beg  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  the  notice  of  blockade,  officially  communicated 
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to  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  of  two  letten^addresfiedby  Mm  to 
the  commander  of  the  Chanticleer. 

The  agitation  and  alarm  among  the  Pacific  foreign  residents  in  Mazatlan.  in  view  of 
these  serious  events,  is  extreme,  and  I  trust  the  government  of  the  repubhc  will  ena- 
ble me  to  transmit,  by  the  return  of  the  present  courier,  such  assurances  as  will  show 
that  this  affair  will  have  an  immediate  pacific  solution,  honorable  alike  to  the  govem- 
meut  of  Mexico  and  to  the  nation  aggrieved. 

To  no  party  will  such  result  afiford  more  gratification,  I  am  sure,  than  to  the  govern- 
ment I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respect- 
fully, your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  Manuel  Azpiroz, 

Chief  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affaxr% 

of  the  Bepublie  of  Mexieo. 


Senor  Azpiroz  to  Mr.  Plumb, 

[TnuiaUition.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

Macico,  July  5, 1868. 
Sm :  In  due  reply  to  the  note  of  the  2d  of  this  mOnth,  which  you  pleased  to  remit  to 
me,  with  copies  of  various  communications  relative  to  events  which  occurred  at  Mazat- 
lan on  the  lUth  and  subsequent  days  of  June  last  past,  showing  that  on  addressing  said 
conmiunications  to  you,  recurrence  was  had  to  your  good  offices,  because  you  are  the 
representative  of  a  Iriendly  nation,  and  the  only  foreign  diplomatic  agent  m  thisooun- 
trv,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  tlie  government  has  taken  under  conaideratioii 
all  that  you  have  pleased  to  communicate  to  it,  as  well  as  the  contents  of  a  commnni- 
cation,  with  its  annexes,  from  the  general  of  division,  Ramon  Corona,  in  command  of 
the  fourth  division  of  the  army,  and  of  another  communication  from  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  navy  department  of  the  south,  sent  to  the  department  of  war  and  nary, 
giving  to  it  information  of  the  events  indicated. 

Through  the  medium  of  the  department  of  war  and  navy  there  have  been  alreadr 
ordered  suitable  measure*,  which  are  communicated  to  the  general  in  chief  of  the  fourth 
division  of  the  army  in  the  dispatch  transcribed  for  this  department^  of  which  I  aesd 
you  a  copy. 

The  government  duly  appreciates  your  desire  to  contribute,  through  yonr  good  officses 
and  influence,  to  the  smoothing  away  of  the  difficulties  that  occurred  at  Mazatlan,  and 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  availing  itself  of  them  should  needful  occasion  hapi>en. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  AZPIBOZ. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg^  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico. 


[TranBUtion.1 
No.  15.— DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR  AND  NAVY-HSECTION  1. 

To-day  I  say  to  the  general  of  division,  Bamon  Corona,  im  command  of  the  tomih 
division,  as  follows: 

**  I  have  laid  before  the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  republic  your  commmur** 
tion  of  the  22d  of  June  last,  with  a  copy,  and  the  printed  matter  annexed,  upon  the 
reclamations  of  Mr.  \V.  Bridges,  commander  of  the  ship  of  war  of  her  Britannic  Sii^^stT 
the  Chanticleer,  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Mazatlan.  Your  communication,  with  its  an- 
nexes, and  another  from  the  chief  in  command  of  the  navy  at  the  south,  brou^t  by 
special  mail,  are  the  only  documents  which  the  governor  has  received,  there .  not  haT- 
ing  arrived  by  that  or  other  channel  any  communication  or  document  from  the  mari- 
time custom-house  to  the  proceedings  of  which  the  reclamations  relate. 

"  For  this  reason  the  President  has  decided,  that  through  the  department  of  ^e  treae- 
ury  the  administrator  of  the  maritime  custom-house  b^  notified  by  an  expre«8  mail  to 
transmit,  if  that  has  not  been  done,  a  report  of  all  the  circumstances  in  connection  with 
what  has  happened,  stating  the  reasons  why  he  had  not  given  immediate  infofmatkni. 
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90  that  the  govemmexit  miglit  at  once  have  appreciated  the  events  with  exactness  the 
monieut  they  trenched  npon  national  interests.  Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  any 
statements  from  the  custom-house,  iuid  with  reserve  always  of  what  may  be  determined 
vlien  they  may  bo  received,  the  citizen  President  has  t-aken  the  business  into  consid- 
eration, so  far  as  till  now  set  forth  and  appearing  on  the  documents  received. 

''The  first  reclamation  of  the  commander  of  the  frigate^set  forth  that  the  agentti  of 
the  custom-house^  on  the  16th  of  June,  collected  a  sum  of  money  which  the  purser  of 
the  vessel  had  with  him  at  the  time  he  waa  going  on  board  the  ship.  The  captain 
SLtktd  that  the  amount  should  be  restored,  complaining  that  himself  and  the  ])nrHer 
had  been  insulted.  It  seems,  from  the  very  wonts  of  the  commander  in  his  first  com- 
oiimication,  that  the  agents  of  the  custom-house  made  requisition  from  the  purser 
when  he  haid  reached  the  wharf,  which  seems  to  signify  that  he  was  about  to  embark 
without  making  a  manifest  of  the  money,  and  that  he  had  not  with  him  even  any 
permit  to  ship  any  amount:  but  that  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  that  which  he 
was  carr>inK  he  said  he  had  a  permit  for  a  smaller  sum,  which  he  was  ordered  to  draw 
from  a  merchant,  and  presented  afterwards;  and  that  the  commander  says  he  warned 
the  purser  that  he  should  not  deliver  the  money  nor  go  to  the  custom-house,  which  was 
t4>  warn  him  that  in  Mexican  territory  he  should  resist  and  should  not  obey  the  agents 
of  the  Mexican  authority.  In  the  absence  of  rei>ort«  from  the  custom-hcmse,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  it  collected  the  money,  and  then  refused  to  restore  it  when  afterwards 
the  permit  was  presented,  because  it  had  not  been  use<l  for  makine  a  manifest  of  the 
niuuey,  in  the  act  of  his  going  to  take  it  on  board.  If  by  general  rule  this  way  of  act- 
ing were  permitted,  a  permit  kept  in  a  merchant's  office  would  serve  for  embarking  a 
large  amount  in  small  quantities  shipped  in  succession  without  manifests,  trusting 
that,  if  at  some  time  the  fiscal  officers  should  note  and  detain  some  partial  amount,  the 
permit  would  then  be  ordered  to  hb  brought  and  presented. 

"  The  examination  of  the  purser  was  not  an  offense  or  insult,  especially  when  the  fact 
appeared  that  he  was  going  to  ship  a  siuu  without  the  usual  forms.  Examination  at 
the  cmitom-house  is  not  an  exclusive  x>nictice  of  Mexico ;  there,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
not  customary  to  make  them  so  scrupulously  as  in  other  countries.  Still  less  could 
the  commander  of  the  frigate  consider  himself  offended  by  the  simple  fact  that  some 
uue  should  have  notified  him  that  he  could  not  exercise  any  power  or  authority  on 
shore.  He  himself  shows  in  his  first  not^  that  ho  cautioned  the  purser,  while  on  shore 
in  Mexico,  to  resist  and  disobey  the  agents  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  In  jdace  of  the 
commander  Ixdng  offended,  his  warning  might  well  appear  to  be  an  offense  against,  and 
disrespect  of,  Mexican  laws  and  authorities.  The  otncers  and  crew  of  a  vessel  of  war 
anchored  in  a  foreiim  port,  when  they  go  ashore  are  under  obligation  to  hold  in  respect 
the  authorities  of  the  country  and  observe  its  laws,  being  responsible  for  their  infrac- 
tion or  for  dwregard  thereof.  Although  the  commander  of  the-frigate  characterized  as 
an  insult  what  happened  primarily  with  him  and  the  purser,  doubtless  he  did  not  think 
it  ifuificiently  clear  and  demonstrated  that  there  had  been  offense,  because  he  limited 
himself  to  re4iuesting  in  his  two  first  communications  the  return  of  the  money  retained, 
without  exi>ressiug  that  he  wanted  other  satisfaction.  He  did  not  ask  that  until  his 
thinl  note,  after' what  happened  on  the  IHth  June,  with  the  same  commander,  who 
considered  the  fresh  act  as  the  greater  offense.  Until  the  government  receives  the 
rexM>rt  from  the  custom-honse,  it  will  not  be  enabled  to  apx>reciate  the  circumstances 
of  the  second  act;  but  it  may  be  considered,  in  view  of  the  documents  received,  that 
the  demands  and  measui-es  of  the  commander  of  the  frigate  do  not  apjiear  to  ))e  in 
coufcinnity  with  the  law  of  nations,  nor  founded  on  justice.  In  no  way  could  it  be 
just,  nor  could  the  authorities  of  the  republic  admit  thedemand  of  Commander  Bridges, 
that  the  officer  who  had  directed  the  occurrence  of  the  18th  of  June  should  be  sent  on 
board  his  vessel  and  be  punished  as  should  be  satisfactory  to  him. 

"  Grave  as  the  cajitaiu  may  consider  the  fault,  he  can  only  ask,  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  and  laws  of  civilized  nations,  that  the  offender  or  offenders  should  be  tried, 
not  by  the  offended  but  by  their  own  judges,  nor  punished  at  the  plciisure  of  the  offended 
party  but  in  such  manner  only  as  should  satisfy  justice.  As  little  could  it  seem  just  or 
in  conformity  with  the  Isw  of  nations,  that  the  commander  of  the  Chanticleer  should 
declare,  of  his  own  authority,  the  blockmle  of  Mazatlan,  and  no  less  that  he  should 
attempt  it  upon  his  own  authority  to  bombard  an  undefended  city.  Although  by  the 
attempted  foreign  intervention  in  Mexico  the  relations  between  Slexico  and  England 
have  been  interrupted,  it  is  a  fact  that  there  has  not  for  a  long  time  been  any  hostili- 
ties between  the  two  countries.  Under  sucli  circumstances  it  could  not  be  in  conform- 
ity with  the  law  of  nations  that  the  coimuander  of  an  English  ship  of  war  should  estab- 
U^h,  of  his  own  authority,  a  state  of  hostilities  without  orders  from  his  government. 

**Tliis  beginning  of  hostilities  would  be  so  much  the  less  justifiable  on  the  jMirt  of  the 
commander  of  the  Chanticleer,  inasmuch  as,  if  the  acts  of  some  public  functionaries 
of  Mazatlan  were  considered  to  be  iiTcgular,  they  would  be  deemed  to  be  entitled  to 
seek  i)roper  reparation ;  but  the  case  hail  not  hajipcned  in  which  it  could  bt^  believed 
that  this  had  been  refivsed  by  the  government  of  the  republic. 
"  Far  from  so  believing,  it  should  be  considered  that  it  has  been  and  is  the  constant 
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purpose  of  the  policy  of  the  government  not  to  give  any  well-founded  motive  for  com- 
plaint, even  to  subjects  of  countries  which  have  interrupted  their  relntionfi  with  Mexico, 
although,  indeed,  the  resolution  may  be  held  to  make  all  the  eftbrts  and  sacriiiees  Qerei»- 
sary  to  uphold  the  dignity  and  tlie  rights  of  the  republic.  On  these  subjects  the  coM' 
duct  of  tlie  government  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  enlightened  opinion  of  the 
generality  of  the  Mexican  people,  which  has  well  demonstrate<l,  in  a  recent  epoch  of 
trial,  its  determination  to  treat  not  merely  with  justice,  but  with  kindness,  all  fon-igu- 
ers  of  every  country  who  may  reside  in  the  republic  or  may  desire  to  come  to  it- 

"  Observing  the  same  principles  in  respect  to  what  has  happened  at  MazatlaUftlu^gitv- 
emment  would  not  consent  to  any  irregular  requisition,  but  as  little  does  it  quest  urn 
of  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  proper  investigation  of  the  facts,  so  that  if  there  luivr 
been  wrongs  they  may  be  remedied  as  may  be  correspondent  with  justice.  With  this 
object  the  PrcHident  of  the  republic  has  determined  that  the  department  of  Hacieuta 
issue  appropriate  orders  on  the  two  points  following: 

"  1st.  That  the  money  taken  from  the  possession  ofthe  purser  of  the  frigate  Chanticlrf  r 
be  held  under  the  quality  of  a  de^xxsit  until  the  government  receive  the  reports  of  thr 
maritime  custom-house,  in  order  to  resolve,  ux>on  seeing  them,  whether  the  goverumeut 
can  of  itself  determine  that  the  amount  be  returned,  or  whether  it  is  indis|>eu8ublr 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  it  be  submitted  to  a  judicial  decision. 

^^  2d.  That  there  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Mazatlan.  that 
he  may  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  laws,  the  persons  employed  in  the  maritinir 
custoiii-house  who  interfered  in  what  hapi>ened  on  tlie  16th  and  18th  days  of  June  hf^x. 
in  respect  of  the  commander  and  officers  of  the  frigate  Chanticleer,  as  well  an  the 
employ^  who  gave  order  to  do  those  acts,  giving  information  ever>'  week  to  the  g«»\- 
emmeiit  of  the  state  of  the  proceedings  during  which  said  employes  niay  be  ahv-nt 
from  duty,  until,  in  view  of  the  result  of  the  trial ,ithe  government  may  determine  ae 
to  those  who  are  ready  to  return  to  duty. 

*^  The  President  has  also  determined  to  commission  you  to  act  in  this  matter  in  cou- 
formity  with  the  following  directions : 

"  1.  The  provisions  of  tnis  communication  shall  be  without  effect  if,  at  the  time  of 
their  receipt  by  you,  the  difficulties  mentioned  as  having  happened  at  that  port  Ahall 
already  have  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

^'  2.  In  the  contrary  case  you  will  please  address  a  note  to  the  commander  of  the  frigate 
Chanticleer,  sending  him  a  copy  of  this  communication. 

^'  3.  If,  notwithstanding  the  disposition  made  by  the  government^  the  commander  of 
the  Chanticleer  should  insist  in  maintaining  the  blockade,  and  if  he  Bhould  sgain 
threaten  to  bombard  Mazatlan,  you  will  act  in  either  case  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  I  give  you  in  a  separate  dispatch.*' 

And  I  send  it  to  you  for  your  information. 

Inde^iendence  and  liberty  t    Mexico,  July  5, 1668. 

HEJIA. 
Minister  of  Fortign  JCelatioM. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Fuhrken. 

Lkgation  of  the  Unfted  Statek, 

CHif  of  Mexico,  July  6,  \^>. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  2d  instant,  of  your  coninii}- 
nication  of  the  22d,  with  postscript  of  the  2.3d  ultimo,  with  which  you  have  ^^^^ 

B leased  to  transmit  to  me,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  C.  SVoolrich,  the  vice-consnl  of  Umi 
ritain  at  Mazatlan,  copy  of  corresijondence  between  th«}  commander  of  her  Britiuuic 
Majesty^s  ship  Chanticleer  and  General  Corona. 

This  recjuest  is  made  of  you  by  Mr.  Woolrich  in  the  anticipation  of  his  having  inune- 
diately  t6  leave  Mazatlan. 

And  you  add  that  Mr.  Woolrich  requests  me  "  as  the  representative  of  a  friendlj 
nation  to  lay  these  documents  before  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  obtain  for  the 
British  flag  the  satisfaction  so  unjustly  denied  by  the  authorities  of  Sinaloa.'* 

You  also  express  to  me  in  your  coinnmnicatiou  the  alann  and  consternation  whirl 
prevail  among  the  Pacific  foreign  residents  at  Mazatlan  in  view  of  what  ha»  oecun*«l. 
and  refer  to  the  loss  of  life  and  property  that  must  ensue  if  the  difficulties  that  ha^ 
arisen  between  Commander  Bridges  and  the  Mexican  authorities  shall  not  be  bron^i 
to  a  pacific  solution. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  by  the  postscript  to  your  letter  I  have  leam«l  tlmf. 
acceding  to  "the  timely  representations  of  the  foreign  consuls  and  merchant*,  the  thn-ar- 
ened  bombardment  of  the  town,  which  would  inflict  most  damage  upon  innocent  pai- 
ties,  has  l)een  desisted  from  by  Commander  Bridges,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  the  WoekaJf 
of  the  port,  also  seriously  affecting  neutral  commerce,  may,  by  a  happy  solution  of  these 
difficulties,  speedily  be  ranted. 
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In  view  of  the  appeal  that  has  hoen  mode  to  me,  aud  of  the  circumstances  presented 
in  your  commimication,  L  have  not  hesitated  to  use  every  inlTuence  compatible  with 
my  ptwition  to  induce  the  Mexican  government  to  take  such  action  as  shall  facilitate  a 
pjicitic  solution  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen,  and  I  cannot  hut  most  earnestly 
ho|K>  such  a  result  may  he  attained. 

Inclosed  herewith  I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  note  with  which  I  commu- 
nicated to  this  government  the  correspondence  you  desired  me  to  lay  before  it,  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  reply  which  I  have  received  from  the  department  of  foreign  affairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
C.  FuHKKEX,  Esq., 

Consul  ofPnuna,  Mazatlan, 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Woolrich, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  July  6,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  2d  instant,  of  your  commu- 
nication of  the  23d  ultimo,  relating  to  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  at  Mazatlan 
between  Commander  Bridges  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer  and  the  Mexi- 
can authorities. 

I  have  also  received  the  communication'from  the  consul  of  Prussia  at  that  port,  to 
which  you  refer,  with  which  there  lias  been  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  Commander  Bridges  and  General  Corona. 

^Vliile  advising  me  of  the  difficulties  that  have  taken  place,  you  request  me,  as  the 
rej>res<»ntative  of  a  friendly  nation,  (your  government  holding  no  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  Mexico,)  to  use  my  influence  with  the  supreme  government  to  obtain  prompt  sat- 
isfaction for  Commander  Bridges,  and  thereby  avert  the  destruction  of  life  and  prop- 
erty. 

The  occurrences  to  which  your  communication  refers  have  deei)ly  impressed  me,  and 
I  have  not  failed  immediately  to  use  every  exertion  consistent  with  my  position,  in 
favor  of  such  action  by  this  government  as  shall  lead  to  a  pacific  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  arisen. 

I  cannot  hut  earnestly  hope  such  a  solution  may  be  attained,  and  that  thus  the 
flcstrnetion  of  life  and  property  and  the  interruption  of  commerce  may  be  averted. 

By  this  opportunity  I  have  addressed  the  consul  of  Pnissia,  in  reply  to  his  communi- 
cation, and  have  inclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  I  have  had  with  this 
government  upon  the  suliject  referred  to. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


C.  WOOLRICH,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Vice-Consul,  Mazatlan, 


E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Sisson, 


Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  2d  instant,  of  your 
thj'  23<l  ultimo,  transmitting  to  me  copies  of  a  notice  received  from 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  July  6,  1868. 

communication  of 
and  of  two  com- 
munications addressed  by  you  to  Comniauder  Bridges,  of  her  Britannic  M^esty's  ship 
Chanticleer. 

You  also  refer  to  a  correspondence  which  you  were  informed  by  the  English  consul 
would  be  transmitted  to  me,  and  which  has' been  remitted  by  the  consul  of  Prussia, 
relating  to  the  recent  events  at  Mazatlan. 

I  have  now  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  dispatch  for  the  consul  of  Prussia,  with 
which  is  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  corresxwndeuce  1  have  had  with  this  government 
upon  the  subject  referred  to. 

I  also  inclose  herewith  a  dispatch  for  the  English  vice-consul  at  your  port,  which, 
together  with  the  above,  I  beg  you  will  duly  deliver. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Isaac  Sisson,  Esq., 

United  States  Commerdal  Agent,  Mazatlan, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  75.J  Department  of  State, 

WoHhingtonj  July  8, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  directly  from  the  Uuited  States  consnl  at 
Monterey,  in  the  State  of  New  Leon,  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  the 
United  States  citizens  who  were  the  subjects  of  the  late  indignity  at 
that  place.  They  make  a  case  in  which  the  police  of  the  city,  acting 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  government,  committed 
great  indignity  and  inexcusable  outrage  against  the  i>er8ons,  rights,  and 
sensibilities  of  the  complaiilants. 

While  it  is  very  manifest  that  the  federal  government  of  Mexico  conld 
neither  have  authorized  nor  contemplated  the  possibility  of  such  an  ou^ 
rage,  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  equally  manifest  that  the  authorities  of  the 
State  were  unrestrained  by  any  consideration  of  prudence  or  of  respect 
for  the  United  States.  The  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
cannot  but  feel  deeply  grieved  by  the  outrage,  unless  it  shaU  be 
explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner ;  and  if  not  so  explained,  shall  be 
promptly  rebuked  by  the  government  of  Mexico.  You  will  lose  no  time 
or  occasion  in  soliciting  such  redress. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfcc,  d?c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  159.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  July  11, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  copy 
of  a  communication  and  its  inclosure«,  received  this  day  from  the  Mexi- 
can government,  relating  to  the  reported  organization  in  the  Uiiited 
States  of  expeditions  hostile  to  the  peace  of  Mexico. 

In  this  communication  the  desire  is  expressed  that  I  should  at  once 
communicate  the  contents  of  the  same  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 
A  copy  of  my  reply  is  also  herewith  inclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very'respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  WiLLiAivi  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washitigtonj  D.  C. 


Senor  Azpiroz  to  Mr,  Plumb. 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

MeiicOy  July  10, 1868, 
Sir  :  By  the  annexed  copies  ot  a  communication  whicli,  under  date  of  the  8th  of  the 
present  month,  has  been  passed  to  this  dei)artraent  by  that  of  government,  and  of  other 
communications  addressed  to  that  department  by  the  governor  of  tlie  State  of  Xuevo 
Leon,  to  that  governor  by  the  military  commandant  of  the  Mexican  line  of  the  Bravo, 
and  to  that  military  commandant  by  the  consnl  of  Mexico  in  Brownsville,  you  wiU  »e^ 
that  the  enemies  of  the  public  order  of  Mexico  do  not  rest  in  theix'  criminal  mAchina* 
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tinns,  bnt  have  carried  the  same  to  the  territory  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  are  there 
ttkbesiing  themselves  to  the  distnrbauce  of  the  j^eace  of  tliis  rei)ublic. 

The  Mexican  government  is  confident  that  that  of  the  United  States  will  prevent  the 
dpvelopment  of  these  projects,  and  the  realization  of  their  objects  immediately  that 
the  sune  shall  Itecome  known  to  it,  because  if  in  this  manner  every  government  main- 
tuining  a  condition  of  strict  neutrality  would  proceed,  that  of  the  United  States  has 
for  proceeding  in  this  manner,  besides,  the  motives  of  well-manifested  friendship,  and 
of  a  common  interest  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  of  x>eace  in  this  repnblic,  which 
f  iosely  unit«  it  with  the  government  of  Mexico. 

It  ia  therefore  necessary  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  be  informed  that 
within  its  territory  efforts  are  being  made  to  organize  troops  of  filibusters  with  the 
int^rnt  to  invade  the  Mexican  territory,  in  order  that  it  may,  on  its  part,  prevent  the 
execution  of  such  plans. 

The  government  of  Mexico  does  not  doubt  that  you  jvv^ill  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  to 
that  of  the  United  States  the  contents  of  this  note,  and  of  the  documents  annexed,  with 
the  efficacy  proper  to  your  character  of  representative  of  a  nation  friendly  to  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  AZPIROZ,  Chief  Clerk. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg4  ^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico. 


Senor  Vallarta  to  Senor  Azpiroz, 

[Translatloii.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT.— SECTION  4. 

Under  dato  of  the  28th  ultimo  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon  addressed  to 
this  department  the  following  official  communication ; 

Under  date  of  the  25th  instant  the  military  conunandant  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo 
writes  to  this  government  as  follows : 

"  I  inclose  to  you  copy  of  a  communication  and  copies  of  letters  which,  under  date  of 
the  20th  instant,  have  been  addressed  to  me  by  the  Mexican  consul  in  New  Orleans.  Said 
(onmianications  corroborate  the  information  that  the  detectives  I  have  among  the 
iDAnrgents  resident  in  Brownsville  daily  give  me,  as  the  assurance  is  notorious  with 
which  the  said  traitors  labor  to  attain  or  to  carry  forward  the  enterprise  they  have 
andertaken  of  inaugurating  revolution  on  this  frontier. 

"  Four  of  the  traitor  leaders  who  were  in  Brownsville  left  day  before  yesterday,  in  the 
direction  of  Lareto,  to  confer  with  Juiroga,  who  is  in  accord  with  them,  and  yesterday 
eleven  men  left  in  the  same  direction,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  are  to  serve  as  escort. 

•'  I  commnnicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information,  recmesting  that  if  anything 
occurs  with  reference  to  this  matter  in  the  part  of  the  river  Bra>^  which  ia  within  the 
State  under  your  worthy  command,  you  will  bo  so  good  as  to  communicate  the  same  to 
me,  and  I  will  keep  you  informed  of  what  occurs  in  the  line  which  is  under  my  charge. 

"  And  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  the  same  to  your  department,  remitting  at  tlie 
same  time  the  copies  to  which  this  note  refers,  and  stating  to  you  that  the  information 
they  contain  confirms  the  fears  that  some  time  since  this  government  communicated  to 
the  general  government  of  the  republic,  that  the  traitor  Juiroga  designs  to  disturb  the 
public  order  in  this  part  of  the  frontier,  and  that  there  is  consequently  a  necessity  that 
the  supreme  government  should  dictate  the  most  urgent  and  eracacious  orders  to  the 
end  that  the  government  of  the  State  may  count  with  security  upon  sufficient  resources 
for  the  payment  of  the  force  wliich  it  has  organized,  and  such  further  force  as  may  be 
necessary  to  make  hewl  against  the  situation  in  case  the  peace  of  the  State  should  un- 
fortunately become  disturbed." 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you  for  your  information,  remitting  also  a  copy  of  the 
documents  to  which  the  communication  herein  inserted  refers. 

Independence,  constitution,  and  reform!    Mexico,  July  8,  1868. 


Chief  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Relations,  Present, 


VALLARTA. 


ITranalatioiL] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT,   SECTION  4,   MILITARY  COMMAND  OF  THE  LINE  OF  THE 

BRAVO. 

Consulate  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 

New  Orleans,  June  20,  1868. 
Besides  the  information  which  you  will  see  in  the  inclosed  copies,  with  reference  to 
the  expedition  of  filibusters  that,  by  order  of  the  ex-Mexican  General  Antonio  Lopez 
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<le  Santa  Anna,  is  preparing  in  this  city,  I  inform  you  of  other  details  which  I  have  been 
able  to  ohtain,  in  order  that  yon  may  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  may  think  proper. 
That  the  expedition  is  to  be  directed  to  Texas  is  more  than  probable,  as  the  enlUtfed 
men  have  orders  to  answer  in  case  they  are  arrested,  as  they  fear  they  may  be  by  the 
American  authorities,  that  they  have  been  engaged  to  work  upon  a  railroad  that  is 
about  to  be  commence<l  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  in  my  opinion  they  will  disembark 
not  far  from  Brownsville,  Yihere,  as  I  am  informed,  are.already  some  of  the  l<»[iden  and 
officers,  who  are  to  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  this  horde  of  pirates. 

To-morrow  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  over  one  hundred  of  these  men  are  to 
meet  at  a  caf6  that  there  is  in  Bienville  street.  No.  119,  (one  of  the  points  of  enlistment,) 
and  are  to  take  the  railroad  train  for  Opelousas,  and  to  stop  at  a  point  some  fiffy  miles 
from  here,  where  it  is  said  a  camp  is  formed. 

In  renewing  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  consideration  and  esteem,  it  only  remains 
for  me  to  beg  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  information  of  all  that  I  have  com- 
municated to  the  President  of  th'e  republic. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform ! 


The  MiLiTAY  Commandant  of  Matamoras, 

A  cx)py  of  the  original  .which  I  certify. 
Heroic  Matamoras,  June  25,  1868. 


RAMON  S.  DIAZ. 


MIGUEL  PALACIOS. 
JOSfi  ZAYAS  Y  GUARNEROa 


[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF   GOVERNMENT,  SECTION  4,  MILTTAltY  COMMAND  OF  THE  LINK  OF  THE 

BRAVO. 

No.  1. 

Consulate  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  June  8, 1868. 
To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Verq  Cruz : 

The  annexed  communication  for  the  department  of  relations  I  send  open,  for  the 
purpose  that  you  may  inform  yourself  of  its  contents,  and  take  such  measures  as 
vou  may  believe  convenient,  begging  of  you  that  you  will  send  it  rapidly  forward. 

RAMON  S.  DUZ. 

No.  2. 

New  ORLEAXSy  June  18, 18G6. 
To  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico : 

There  being  no  vessel  direct  to  Vera  Cruz,  I  send  the  |)resent  by  way  of  Havana. 
By  the  annexed  copies  you  will  be  informed  of  the  expedition  which  is  preparing  here 
to  invade  Mexico.  All  is  done  for  account  of  the  ex-General  Santa  Anna,  who  yet 
remains  in  the  capital  of  Cuba.  From  a  private  letter  I  have  just  received  firom 
Havana  I  copy  the  following: 

"  It  is  necessary  to  have  here  a  person  who  has  relations  with  some  officers  of  the  np- 
ment  of  Spain,  to  obtain  details  of  what  there  is  with  respect  to  Santa  Anna  and  fis 
expedition,  for  I  have  positive  information  that  it  is  in  this  cori)s  that  there  is  the 
reatest  number  of  officers  for  the  purpose  projwsed  by  Santa  Anna  and  General  Mar- 
quez.  The  war  steamer  General  Leso  is  about  to  be  sold  at  auction,  and  it  will  be 
adjudged  completely  found  and  aimed,  to  the  imperialists,  for  it  is  for  this  object 
that  it  is  to  be  put  up  at  public  sale. 

•  "  Remissions  of  men,  arms,  and  money  continue  to  be  made  by  schooners  to  Yucatan 
and  Campeche,  which  are  the  cardinal  points  of  departure  for  all  the  operations  they 
undertake." 

lYoni  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expedition  from  Havana  is  in  accord  with  that 
from  this  city.  There  the  enlistments  continue,  and  what  appears  to  me  very  neeessaiy 
is  that  great  vigilance  should  be  exercised  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  above  all 
in  the  vicinity  of  Matamoras,  to  the  authorities  of  which  place  I  will  give  infonnatiou 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

No.  3. 

New  Orleans,  June  16, 1868. 
To  the  Consul  General  of  the  Bepuhlic  of  Mexico  in  Xew  York : 

Yesterday  I  sent  to  you  a  telej^phic  dispatch,  advising  you  that  an  expedition  of 
filibusters  is  being  formed  here  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  by  way  of  Matamoiaa. 
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Aniifxed  hereto  is  a'  copy  of  the  commnnication  which,  with  reference  to  this  scan- 
dalons  affair,  I  have  addressed  to  General  Buchanan. 

The  enlistment  is  heing  publicly  effected,  and  I  have  learned  so  far  of  three  different 
places  where  the  names  of  the  enlisted  men  are  I'egiBteretl,  which  are :  the  Spanish 
tonda  and  caf6  in  St.  Philip  street,  between  Old  Levee  and  Chartres  street,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Punuladas;  a  caffi  situated  in  Bienville  street,  comer  of  Dauphin,  and 
in  Toulouse  street,  in  fix>nt  of  No.  126,  a  boarding-house.  This  is  whore  a  so-called 
colonel  lives  who  lately  figured  among  the  invaders  of  the  republic,  and  who  is  the 
one  who  makes  the  enlistments. 

This  individual  has  been  wounded  to-day  at  half-past  three  in  the  afternoon,  in  the 
kit  hand,  by  one  of  the  adventurers  of  the  expedition',  in  a  quarrel  which  they  had. 

In  this  house  in  Toulouse  street,  up  to  recently,  the  imperialist  Perez  GU)mez  was 
stopping,  and  another  Mexican  named  Aguilar  is  now  living  there,  who  also  figured  in 
the  uunous  empire.  The  expedition  is  formed  here,  and  by  different  small  vessels  they 
are  sent  off  in  squads  to  Ship  Island,  from  whence,  I  am  informed,  the  expedition  will 
leave,  and  that  it  is  to  be  directed  to  Matamoras. 

Last  night,  by  the  American  steamer  Star  of  the  Union,  emissaries  arrived  here  from 
Havana,  m>m  Santa  Anna,  for  whose  account  the  expedition  is  made. 

RAMON  S.  DIAZ. 

No.  4. 

New  Orleans,  June  15, 1868 
Central  Budtanmm,  Commamdtr  of  the  ^th  Military  District : 

General  :  I  have  this  morning  learned  that  a  military  expedition  is  being  formed  in 
this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  republic  of  Mexico ;  the  landing  to  be  made 
at  Matamoras. 

According  to  the  information  I  have  received  said  expedition  is  to  embark  from  the 
ifiUnd  called  Ship  Island,  near  Lake  Pont ehartrain,  where  there  are  already  to  be  found 
orer  three  hundred  men  and  two  schooners.  The  expedition  is  to  be  composed  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  men. 

I  trust,  general,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  the  end 
that  the  laws  of  neutrality  shall  not  be  violated. 

RAMON  S.  DUZ, 

Cowml  of  Mexico, 

New  Orleans,  June  19,  1868. 
RAMON  S.  DIAZ. 


True  copies. 


A  copy  of  the  original  which  I  eertify. 
Heroic  Matamoras,  June  25, 1868. 

A  copy. 


MIGUEL  PALACIOS. 

Mexico,  July  8,  1868. 

^Sfi  ZAYAS  Y  GUARNEROS. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Senor  Azpiroz. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  ^ 

Mexico,  July  11,  1868.    • 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
inclosing  to  me  copies  of  a  communication  received  by  your  department  from  the  de- 
partment of  government,  and  of  communications  addressed  to  that  department  by  the 
governor  of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  to  that  governor  by  the  military  commandant  of 
the  Mexican  line  of  the  Bravo,  and  to  that  commandant  by  the  consul  of  Mexico  in 
Xew  Orleans,  by  which  you  state  that  it  will  be  seen  that  the  enemies  of  the  public 
order  of  Mexico  do  not  rest  in  their  criminal  machinations,  but  have  carried  the  same 
to  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  are  there  addressing  themselves  to  the  dis- 
torbance  of  the  peace  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Youalso  state  that  the  Mexican  government  is  confident  that  the  government  of  the 
Tnited  States  will  prevent  the  development  of  these  projects,  and  the  realization  of 
their  objects,  immediately  that  the  same  shall  become  known  to  it.  You  also  add  that 
the  government  of  Mexico  does  not  doubt  that  I  will  transmit  to  that  of  the  United 
States  the  contents  of  your  note,  and  of  the  documents  annexed  thereto,  with  the  effi- 
cacy proper  to  my  chancter  as  the  representative  of  a  nation  friendly  to  Mexico. 
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In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  a  copy  of  your  note,  and  of  its  inclosores,  will  be  at  once 
transmitted  by  me  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  at  Washington. 
I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  Manuel  Azpiroz, 

Chief  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mexican  Republic 


Mr.  'Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  76.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtanj  July  15, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
T.  W.  Scott,  consul  at  Matamoras,  in  reference  to  the  seizure  of  an 
amount  of  gold  coin  by  the  custom-house  authorities  at  that  port,  be- 
longing to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

You  are  instructed  4x)  make  an  investigation  of  this  case  and  report  to 
this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Edwabd  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfec,  ifec,  d:c. 


Mr,  ScoH  to  Mr.  F,  W.  Seward. 

No.  40.]  Uncted  States  Consulate, 

Matamoras,  June  29, 186a 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  been  appealed  to  hy  Dr.  W.  L.  Hachinson. 
an  American  citizen,  to  make  a  protest  against  an  ulecal  Beiznre  and  confiscation  of 
$1,600  in  Mexican  gold  belonging  to  him,  taken  by  the  Mexican  officials  of  Matamoras, 
about  the  12th  of  May  last,  as  he  was  leaving  this  city  for  his  home  in  Tuxpan,  Mexico. 

I  wrote  Mr.  Plumb  on  the  subject,  May  27th,  but  have  received  no  reply.  The  basis 
upon  which  I  made  the  protest  dated  May  21,  1868 : 

1.  The  charge  was  an  attempt  to  export  the  money  without  paying  duties ;  evidence 
to  the  contrary  produced. 

2.  The  proceedings  were  illegal. 

3.  The  Mexican  official  did  not  report  the  fuU  amount  taken,  and  an  attempt  made  to 
conceal  a  portion  of  the  money  while  counting  in  the  custom-house,  which  was  dis- 

.  covered  by  an  American  who  was  caUed  in  as  a  witness. 

4.  The  said  Mexican  official- did  propose  to  make  a  compromise  with  said  Huchinson, 
by  proposinj!^  to  pay  him  $250  of  his  own  money,  provided  he  would  sign  a  receipt  in 
full,  and  oT>ligate  himself  uot  to  take  any  further  action  in  the  case.  I  had  satisfoctorr 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  above,  and  the  receipt  referred  to,  written  by  a  Mexidin 
official,  before  me  at  ihe  time  I  protested  against  the  proceedings.  I  have  a  copy  of  said 
recei])t  on  file.    In  reply  I  was  informed  that  they  could  not  ta^e  into  consideration  mj 

^protest. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  scon, 

United  States  Cwffd. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewahd, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Stat€j  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Consulate, 

Matamorasy  May  21, 1868. 
I,  T.  W.  Scott,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Matamoras,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  W.  L.  Huchinson,  an  American  citiK'i^ 
to  me  well  known,  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day,  who,  being  by  me  dnly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  his  homo  is  in  Tuxpan,  Mexico.  Deponent  says  that,  on 
or  about  the  fourth  of  this  instant,  as  he  was  attempting  to  leave  this  city  he  was  a^v8t<^^ 
by  the  custom-house  employes,  and  lus  money,  amounting  to  |1,600  in  Mexican  goW. 
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was  taken  from  him ;  and  he,  said  Huohinson,  deposes  and  says  that  he  assured  said  offi- 
cial that  he  did  not  intend  to  export  said  money,  and  if  he  had  viohited  any  law  he  was 
not  aware  of  it,  and  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  pay  any  legal  charge  if  any.  He  was 
rcfened  to  the  courts  for  redress,  and,  after  which,  deponent  was  informed  that  his 
money  was  confiscated,  hut  they,  the  custom-house  officials,  would  give  him  $250,  pro- 
vided he  would  take  no  further  action  in  the  case,  and  sign  a  receipt  to  that  effect,  which 
be,  said  deponent,  refused  to  do. 

W.  L.  HUCHINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  suhscrihed  hefore  me  this  day  and  date  ahove  written. 
In  testimony  whereof  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  this  consulate. 
^     [SEAL.]  THOMAS  W.  SCOTT, 

United  States  ComuI, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  78,]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  July  16, 1868. 
Sib:  Your  dispatch  No.  144,  \vith  the  accompanying  affidavits,  rela- 
tive to  the  unprovoked  indignity  to  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States 
at  Monterey,  has  been  received.  You  were  last  instructed  upon  this 
sabject  by  the  dispatch  from  the  department  (No.  75)  of  the  8th  instant. 
Herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Eomero,  of  the  29th  of  June,  in 
regard  to  it  is  transmitted.*  It  appears  that  Mr.  Davdla,  the  secretary 
of  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  is  the  person  who  gave  the  order  for  the 
arrest  of  the  complainants.  For  this  and  for  their  subsequent  harsh 
treatment,  he  should  be  held  accountable.  You  will  urge  this  view  of 
the  case  upon  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Edwabd  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfec;,  cfcc,  4&c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  161.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  July  17,  1868. 

8iE:  Among  the  imi)ortant  provisions  of  the  Mexican  constitution  is 
the  power  given  to  the  congress,  "of  approving  the  federal  estimates  of 
expenditui^,  which  shall  be  annually  presented  by  the  executive,  and 
of  imposing  the  taxes  necessary  therefor.''    (Art.  72,  elause  7.) 

This  is  followed,  in  the  general  provisions  of  the  constitution,  by  the 
prescription  that  "no  payment  of  money  shall  be  made  that  is  not 
embraced  in  the  fiscal  estimates  or  determined  by  previous  law.''  (Art. 
119.) 

For  the  first  time,  however,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  consti- 
tution, in  1857,  has  the  congress  of  Mexico,  as  stated  by  the  president 
of  that  body  in  his  address  at  the  adjournment  oh  the  31st  of  May  last, 
occupied  itself  with  these  labors.  In  the  second  i)eriod  of  its  late  ses- 
sions, in  compliance  with  the  constitution,  it  gave  preference  to  financial 
aflGairs,  and  after  mature  deliberation  revised  the  estimate  of  expendi- 
tmes^  and  issued  a  law  classifying  the  revenues,  as  also  an  estimate  of 
receipts. 

*  For  inclosure  see  correspondence  with  the  Mexican  Legation. 
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Tliese  recent  laws,  therefore,  afford  the  most  reliable  data  attainable 
regarding  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and 
the  sources  from  whence  its  income  is  proposed  to  be  derived. 

The  publication  of  the  estimate  of  expenditures,  or  appropriation  bill, 
a«  it  would  be  termed  with  us,  was  not  completed  until  the  dth  instant, 
and  I  am  consequently  only  now  enabled  to  transmit  to  the  department, 
as  I  do  herewith,  translations  of  the  three  laws  which  embrace  the  above 
important  subject. 

In  the  law  classifying  the  revenues  there  is  established  what  is  the. 
national  property,  and  what  are  the  revenues  of  the  federal  government, 
as  distinguished  from  those  of  the  States. 

The  sources  of  federal  revenue  that  are  specified  are  twelve  in  num- 
ber, and  are  aa  follows: 

1.  Duties  on  importations. 

2.  Duties  on  exportations. 

3.  Assay  and  coinage. 

4.  Stamped  paper. 

5.  Half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  the  other  half  belonging 
to  the  States. 

6.  Guano  dex>osits. 

7.  Pearl  and  other  fisheries. 

8.  Interest  on  capitals  due  the  treasury. 

9.  Post  office. 

10.  Patents. 

11.  Taxes  in  the  federal  district  and  territories. 

.  12.  Such  other  imposts  as  in  conformity  with  clause  7,  of  article  72 
(first  cited)  of  the  constitution,  may  be  decreed  by  congress.  Of  these 
sources  of  revenue,  not  all  appear  to  be  available  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  law  of  estimate  of  receipts  the  supposed  income  for  the  present 
fiscal  year  is  set  forth. 

It  is  to  be  derived  from  nine  sources,  which  are  specified,  and  the  differ- 
ent amounts  with  the  sum  total  estimated  as  follows : 

1.  From  the  maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses — 

Duties  on  importations $11, 742, 711 

Duties  on  exportations 1,254,000 

12,996,711 

2.  Excise  duties  in  the  federal  district 1, 500, 000 

3.  Stamped  paper 2, 000, 000 

4.  Direct  contributions  in  the  federal  district 500, 000 

5.  Nationalized  church  property 600, 000 

6.  Coinage  and  assay 200, 000 

7.  Tax  in  favor  of  public  instruction 100,000 

8.  Public  lands  and  other  sources 300, 000 

9.  Tax  on  carriages 25,000 

Total  estimated  receipts 18,221,711 


It  will  be  observed  that  one-ninth  of  the  above  sum  is  derived  from 
taxes  in  the  federal  district;  one  ninth  from  stamped  paper,  and  that 
more  than  six-ninths,  or  a  little  over  two-thirds  of  the  entire  estimated 
income,  is  to  be  derived  from  import  and  export  duties,  and  of  this  sum 
nine-tenths  from  duties  on  importations. 

If,  then,  importations  should  fall  off,  or  the  possession  of  the  ports  not 
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be  maintained,  or  their  revenues  not  be  duly  received,  the  income  of  the 
general  government^  it  is  obvious,  would  be  very  sensibly  aftected. 

On  the  other  hana,  should  the  tariff  of  the  republic  be  simplified  and 
be  everywhere  equally  enforced,  trade,  with  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
woald  be  stimulated  and  the  revenue  would  undoubtedly  be  largely 
increased. 

The  most  immediate  and  effective  stimulant  that  could  probably  be 
applied,  within  this  country,  to  the  revival  of  its  industry  and  commerce, 
in  addition  to  the  maintenance  of  tranquillity  and  security,  would  be  the 
removal  of  the  burdens  now  resting  upon  its  most  available  and  peculiar 
means  of  wealth — its  mining  interests. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  149,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  referred  to  the  api>oint- 
ment  by  this  government  some  time  since  of  a  commission  to  examine 
into  the  subject  of  the  present  condition  of  the  mining  interest,  and 
especially  the  burdens  now  resting  upon  it ;  and  I  alluded  to  the  recent 
report  of  this  commission,  which,  with  the  approval  of  the  minister  of 
treasury,  Mr.  Romero,  had  been  submitted  to  congress  just  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session,  and  in  which  the  entire  exemption  of  the  products 
of  the  mines  from  all  imposts  and  duties  was  recommended. 

1  also  transmitted  with  that  dispatch  statements  showing  that  the 
burden  now  resting  upon  that  branch  of  industry  is  upwards  of  25  per 
cent  upon  its  gross  products,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  nearly  as  much 
more  of  the  silver  contained  in  the  ore,  in  the  process  of  reduction. 

lu  the  law  of  estimate  of  federal  receipts  the  congress  has  taken 
a  step  in  the  direction  of  this  important  reform,  by  the  abolition  of  five 
of  the  charges  heretofore  made  on  mining  products,  viz : 

The  three  per  ceftt.  mining  tax. 

The  real  per  mark,  equal  to  one  and  one-half  per  cent. 

The  federal  contribution  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  two  preceding 
charges,  or  one  and  one-eighth  per  cent. 

The  circulation  duty  of  two  per  cent,  and  the  federal  contribution  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  export  duty  (five  per  cent.)  and  above  cir- 
culation duty,  making  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent. 

The  sum  of  these  several  reductions  is  nine  and  three-eighths  x)er  cent. 

In  place  of  the  former  exi>ort  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  sSver,  however, 
that  duty  has  been  raised  by  congress  to  eight  per  cent.  The  net 
reduction,  therefore,  made  by  the  congress  amounts  to  six  and  three- 
eighths  per  cent. 

But  since  congress  adjourned  decrees  have  been  issued  by  various  of 
the  States,  re-establishing  these  duties  on  their  own  account. 

The  State  of  Guanajuato,  for  instance,  by  a  law  issued  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  has  established,  from  the  1st  instant,  a  duty  oT  four  and  one-half 
per  cent,  on  silver  deposited  in  the  assay  oifices  of  that  State,  and  two 
per  cent,  extraction  duty  on  all  coin  and  bullion  taken  from  the  State. 
I  inclose  herewith  translation  of  this  decree  and  also  of  a  similar  law 
utsaed  by  the  State  of  Michoacan,  imposing  a  circulation  dmty  of  two 
per  cent,  and  an  extraction  duty  of  the  same  amount,  both  increased  by 
an  additional  duty  of  fifteen  i)er  cent,  upon  each  charge. 

In  this  connection  I  also  transmit  translation  of  a  decree  recently 
issued  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  imposing  a  tax 
of  one  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  upon  all  mercantile  transactions,  such 
as  sales  of  merchandise,  the  collection  of  bills  of  exchange,  &c. 

A  further  valuable  reform  has  been  attempted  in  the  law  of  estimate 
of  receipts,  in  the  abolition  of  the  duty  on  mortgages  in  the  federal  dis- 
trict, and  the  duty  on  transfer  of  real  estate  throughout  the  republic. 

The  first  of  these  duties  was  two  per  cent,  on  the  sum  expressed  in 
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a  mortgage,  payable  ui>on  the  execution  of  the  same,  and  another  two 
per  cent,  payable  at  the  redemption. 

The  duty  on  the  transfer  of  real  estate  was  ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  sale,  payable  in  govemment  obligations,  which  were  worth, 
say  eight  i>er  cent,  on  their  face,  and  twenty-flve  per  cent,  upon  the  ten 
per  cent,  payable  in  coin,  making. a  total  of,  say,  three  and  one-third  per 
cent,  government  charge  upon  the  amount  of  each  sale  of  real  estate. 

But  the  repeal  of  this  latter  tax  by  the  general  congress  appears  also 
to  be  nuUilied,  for  by  the  decrees  of  the  States  of  Guanajuato  and 
Michoacan,  inclosed  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  already  being 
reimposed  by  the  States. 

In  Guanajuato  that  duty  is  now  fixed  at  fi  v^e  per  cent.,  and  in  Michoacan 
at  two  per  cent. 

The  difficulty  in  carrying  out  reforms  in  this  country  iff  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  want  of  sufficient  control  on  the  part  of  the  general 
government  over  the  States,  and  the  action  of  the  former  is  often  for  this 
reason  entirely  nullified. 

In  article  four  of  the  same  law  of  estimate  of  receipts,  a  very  important 
reform  has  been  really  achieved  in  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  special 
funds,  which  has  so  long  prevailed  in  this  country. 

Under  this  system,  in  each  collection  office  accounts  were  kept  of  the 
different  purposes  to  which  funds  collected  were  to  be  applied,  and 
special  orders  were  constantly  being  given  by  the  government  for  the 
separation  in  subordinate  officer  of  specific  amounts  for  account  of  special 
objects,  to  the  extreme  confusion  and  embarrassment  of  the  general 
financial  administration. 

This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  diflferent  assig«ments  and  engage- 
ments made  on  account  of  the  foreign  debt. 

All  fands  collected  are  now  to  go  into  a  common  chest,  and  to  be  paid 
out  only  by  the  general  treasury,  in  conformity  with  such  appropriations 
as  shall  be  made  by  law. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  45,  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  department  to  a  decree  issued  on  the  19th  of  November^ 
by  this  government,  in  the  exercise  of  the  extraordinary  powers  not  then 
expired,  which  abolished  all  tolls  upon  the  public  highways  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  to  provide  means  for  the  preservation  of  the  roads  substituted 
therefor  a  tax  of  fifty  cents  per  thousand  on  landed  property,  manufac- 
tures, and  mills,  a  tax  on  stages,  and  a  duty  of  one  dollar  for  every  two 
hundred  pounds'  weight  uiK)n  all  foreign  effects  introduced  into  the 
republic,  including  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  &c.,  that  before 
had  been  free. 

In  article  2  of  the  present  law  of  estimate  of  receipts,  the  tax  for 
the  above  purpose  on  landed  property,  manufactures,  and  mills,  is 
repealed;  and  as  the  tax  on  stages  or  carriages,  item  9  article  1, 
is  estimated  at  onlj^  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  it  is  seen  that  the 
entire  burden  of  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  of  this  country,  to  the 
extent  of  the  amount  that  may  be  derived  from  the  charge  of  one  dollar 
on  each  two  hundred  pounds,  weight  of  foreign  effects  imported,  fells 
upon  foreign  commerce,  and  mainly  upon  commerce  with  the  United 
States ;  for  under  this  form  of  duty  two  hundred  pounds  of  heavy  ma- 
chinery, agricultural  implements,  of  flour  or  lard,  from  the  United  States, 
pays  the  same  as  a  case  of  the  same  weight  of  silks  or  the  finest  goods 
from  France. 

In  other  words,  assuming  a  ton  of  machinery  to  be  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  flour  at  ten  dollars  per  barrel,  this  duty  amounts  to 
ten  x>er  cent.,  while  on  a  case  of  silks  or  fine  goods  weighing  two  hnn- 
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dred  pounds,  of  which  the  value  may  be  one  thousand  dollars,  this  duty 
amounts  only  to  the  one-hundredth  part  of  ten  per- cent.,  or  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent.  Ten  dollars  x)er  ton  upon  heavy  effects,  articles  of  first 
necessity,  from  the  United  States,  amounts  to  a  very  considerable  charge, 
and  operates  to  our  direct  disadvantage,  while  the  commerce  in  fine 
goods,  articles  of  luxury,  from  Europe,  is  favored. 

The  amount  and  the  several  divisions  of  the  estimated  expenditures 
of  the  republic  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  which  commenced  on  the 
Ist  instant  and  is  to  terminate  on  the  30th  of  June,  1869,  under  the  law 
of  estimate  of  exi)en8es,  or  appropriation  bill  inclosed  herewith,  are  set 
down  as  follows : 

L  Legislative  corps $735, 360 

2.  Executive  power 52, 880 

3.  Judicial  power 488, 200 

4.  Department  of  foreign  relations 124, 540 

5.  Department  of  government 1, 025, 080 

6.  Department  of  justice  and  public  instruction 380, 640 

7.  Department  of  fomento. , 2, 292, 932 

8.  Department  of  treasury 5, 143,  726 

9.  Department  of  war 8, 450. 990 

Total 18, 694, 438 


The  first  part,  that  for  the  legislative  power,  is  the  expense  of  the 
congress  of  the  Union.  The  second,  for  the  executive  power,  is  for  the 
Bala^  and  other  expenses  of  the  President  of  the  repu})lic,  exclusive  of 
an  item  of  $18,332,  under  the  head  of  the  war  department,  for  the  expense 
of  his  stafif. 

That  under  the  head  of  the  judicial  power  is  for  the  supreme  and  cir- 
cuit federal  courts,  and  the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of  the  federal  dis- 
trict 

The  appropriation  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  embraces  at 
the  present  time  only  a  legation  in  the  United  States,  and  consuls  at 
New  York,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  and  Brownsville. 

It  is  stated  in  the  body  of  the  law,  in  a  note,  that,  "If  there  should 
occur  within  the  proximate  (now  present)  fiscal  year,  the  necessity  of 
making  apiwintments  for  legations,  or  consulates  established  by  pre- 
vious laws,  there  will  then  be  resolved  what  may  be  convenient." 

Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  appropriated  for  the  secret  and  extraordi- 
nary exi)enses  of  the  department. 

In  the  exi)enditure8  of  the  department  of  government  the  principal 
items  are,  $115,000  for  the  subvention  of  land  and  maritime  mail  lines, 
$433,260  for  four  corps  of  rural  police,  $48,000  for  superintendence  of 
police,  $87,000  for  police  of  city  of  Mexico,  $120,000  for  municipal  guard 
of  infantry,  and  $108,000  for  municipal  guard  of  cavalry.  All  of  these 
items,  except  that  for  mail  lines,  being  for  expenditures  within  the  fed- 
eral district,  and  forming  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  expenditures  of  that 
department. 

The  exi>enditure8  set  down  under  the  head  of  the  department  of  jus- 
tice and  public  instruction,  being  separated  from  those  under  the  head 
of  judicial  power,  which  come  within  that  department,  are  mainly  con- 
fined to  the  appropriations  for  public  instruction,  which  amount  to 
$334,920. 

The  department  of  fomento,  or  public  works,  embraces  appropriations 
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for  the  repair  of  roads  to  the  amount  of  $799,432,  for  roads  to  be  open^ 
of  $400,000,  sun  ey  of  the  public  lands  $36,000,  telegraph  lines  $36,000, 
works  in  the  ports  $152,000,  on  the  national  palaee  $48,000,  for  the 
drainage  of  the  valley  of  Mexico  $308,400,  and  subvention  to  the  pro- 
posed horse-car  railroad  ft*oni  Vera  Cruz,  by  way  of  Jalapa,  $465,000. 

The  two  remaining  departments  are  the  departments  of  treasury  and 
of  war.  In  the  appropriations  for  the  former  the  expense  of  the  mari- 
time and  frontier  custom-houses  of  the  republic  appears  to  be  $568,470, 
of  the  federal  treasury  offices  in  the  difterent  States  $107,600,  adminis- 
tration of  stamped  paper  $204,540,  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  fed- 
eral district  $114,178,  mint  houses  and  assay  offices,  so  far  as  they  are 
yet  in  the  hands  of  the  general  government,  the  most  of  them  having 
heretofore  been  leased  under  contract,  $146,280,  retired  list  and  pensions 
$192,498. 

The  appropriation  on  account  of  the  public  debt^  foreign  and  domes- 
tic, is  $3,500,000.    The  working  of  this  appropriation  is  as  follows: 

"For  the  cancellation  (amertizacion)  and  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
interior  and  foreign,  $3,500,000." 

In  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  Mexican  congress  upon  tbe 
adoption  of  this  item,  and  which  was  participated  in  both  by  the  min- 
ister of  the  treasury  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  the  position  was 
taken  by  the  government  that  it  did  not  projiose  to  pay  the  interest  on 
any  of  its  pubBc  debt,  except  upon  the  bonds  issued  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  was  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  executive;  but  in  place 
thereof  a  system  of  auctions  for  the  buying  in  of  their  debt  would  be 
maintained.  With  my  dispatch  No.  135,  of  the  27th  of  May,  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  a  full  report  of  the  debate  which  took  phice 
on  that  occasion. 

The  largest  item  of  the  ex|)enditures  of  the  Mexican  government  is 
that  under  the  head  of  the  war  department.  Of  the  $18,600,000  total 
appropriations,  over  eight  millions  are  for  this  department. 

According  to  a  report  just  published,  made  under  date  of  the  20th  of 
February  of  the  present  year,  by  the  late  minister  of  treasury,  Mr.  Igle- 
sias,  the  military  force  at  the  command  of  the  constitutional  government, 
under  arms  in  July,  1867,  could  not  be  calculated  at  less  than  eighty 
thousand  men.  This  has  now  been  reduced  to  somewhat  over  sixteen 
thousand  men,  divided  into  four  principal  divisions  of  four  thousand 
men  each,  and  a  fifth,  less  important,  of  which  the  number  is  not  stated. 

The  appropriation  for  each  of  the  principal  divisions  is  $921,882,  or 
upwards  of  $4,000,000  for  the  four  principal  divisions  of  the  Mexican 
army.  For  four  brigades  of  artillery  the  appropriation  is  $504,000,  for 
the  marine  department  $42,313,  medical  corps  of  the  army  $148,000, 
special  battalion  of  "supremas  paderes"  $160,000,  corps  of  carbineers 
$111,000,  invalid  corps  $95,000,  military  command  of  Vera  Cruz  and 
other  ports  in  the  Gulf  and  on  the  Pacific  $734,000,  retired  corps 
$191,000,  pensions  $387,000,  material  and  armament  $587,000,  mili- 
tary colonies  on  the  frontier  of  the  north  and  in  Yucatan  $500,000, 
extraordinary  expenses  $500,000. 

The  sum  of  the  appropriations  for  the  war  department  is  $8,450,990. 

As  before  stated,  the  total  amount  of  the  estimated  expenditures  of 
the  government  of  the  republic  is  $18,694,438. 

The  estimate  of  receipts  is  $18,221,711. 

From  the  extreme  commercial  prostration  now  existing  in  this  comi- 
try,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  anticipated  amount  of  revenue  will 
be  realized  the  present  fiscal  year. 

In  the  law  of  estimate  of  receipts  it  is  provided,  article  5th,  that  if 
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the  products  of  the  estimated  revenues  shall  not  suflfico  to  cover  the  esti- 
mated expenses,  the  necessary  reductions  shall  be  made  in  the  latter  in 
the  following  order: 

1.  In  the  assignments  on  aecount  of  pensions  and  the  retired  list,  up 
to  one-half  the  amount  of  the  same. 

2.  In  the  auctions  destined  for  the  cancellation  of  the  public  debt. 

3.  In  the  sums  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the  floating  debt. 

4.  In  the  outlays  of  the  department  of  public  works. 

5.  In  the  expenses  of  the  ministry'  of  government. 

6.  In  the  salaries  of  civil  functionaries,  and  of  the  military  who  are 
not  in  campaign,  up  to  one-third  tlie  amount  of  their  assignments. 

7.  In  the  expenditures  of  the  dei)artment  of  war,  so  far  as  circum- 
stances may  permit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB.     , 
Hon.  WtLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


LAW  FOR  THE  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  REVENUES. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  June  3,  1868.— Tranftlatiou.J 
DEPARTMENT  OF  FINANCE  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT — SECTION  4. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  following 
decree : 

The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known : 
That  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  Union  has  been  pleased  to  decree  Jis  follows: 
The  congress  of  the  union  decrees : 
Article  1.  The  revenues  and  properties  of  the  federation  are : 

1.  The  duties  on  importation  and  such  otliers  a«  are  collected  by  the  maritime  and 
frontier  custom-houses  of  the  republic,  on  ft)reigu  goods  of  whatsoever  denomination 
they  may  l)e,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  each  bale  which  the 
ayuntamientos  of  ports  are  authorizod  to  collect  as  municipal  funds. 

2.  The  duties  on  exportation. 

3.  The  productii  of  smelting,  coining,  and  assaying  of  the  gold  and  silver  introduced 
into  the  mints. 

4.  The  product  of  the  sale  of  common  stamped  i)aper,  and  of  that  which  serves  for 
tJie  payment  of  the  federal  contributions. 

5.  The  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  rent,  or  use  of  waste  lands  throughout  the 
republic ;  the  other  half  to  remain  for  the  benefit  of  the  States  in  whose  territory  they 
may  be. 

6.  The  product  of  the  sale,  rent,  or  working  of  guano  deposits. 

7.  Tlie  product  of  the  duties  which  may  belevied  on  pearl,  whale,  otter,  and  seal  fish- 
eries, and  other  analogous  objects. 

8.  The  interests  and  capitals  which,  by  any  title,  may  be  owing  to  the  federal  treas- 
ury. 

9.  Tlie  products  of  the  post  office. 

10.  The  duties  on  privileges  and  patents  of  invention. 

11.  The  taxes  established,  or  which  may  be  established,  destined  for  the  expenses  of 
the  fwleration,  in  the  federal  district  and  the  territories. 

12.  The  products  of  such  other  imposts  as,  in  conformity  with  fraction  VII  of  article 
72  of  the  constitution,  may  be  decreed  by  the  general  congi*e.ss. 

13.  The  castles  and  fortresses,  the 'citadels,  mugaziii<>s  and  arsenals  of  artillery,  post 
oftices,  mint«i,  and  such  other  edifices  as  through  purchase,  donation,  or  any  other  titkv 
may  be  national  property. 

1*4.  Islands  and  shores,  jKirt-s,  anchorages,  bays,  lakes,  and  navigalile  rivers. 

15.  Vessels  of  wsir,  custom-house  cutters,  transports,  and  other  craft  belonging  to  the 
federal  treasury. 

16.  The  rights  the  republic  may  have  in  banking  business,  railroads,  or  any  other 
undertakings  of  general  interest  which  maybe  authorized  by  the  congi'ess  of  the  Union, 

17.  All  unowned  property  which  may  exist  within  the  federal  district  and  the  terri 
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tones,  and  of  hidden  treafinres  which  may  be  discovered  in  the  same  places,  that  por- 
tion which,  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  belongs  to  the  treasury. 

Art.  2.  The  law  for  the  classifying  of  the  revenues  issued  on  the  12th  September, 
1857,  is  repealed. 

Hall  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  May  29, 1868. 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO,  Pmident 

GuiLLERMO  Valle,  Secretary, 

Joaquin  Alcalde,  Secretary, 

I  therefore  order  that  it  be  print-ed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly  observed. 
National  Palace,  Mexico,  May  30,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
Citizen  Jo8^.  Maria  Garmendia, 

Chitf  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Finance  and  Public  CretUtf  Pre9ent 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you  for  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty!  Mexico,  May  30,  1868. 

JOSfi  M.  GARMENDIA. 


LAW  OF  ESTIMATE  OF  FEDERAL  RECEIPTS. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  Jnne  3, 1668.— Traiulatioii.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FINANCE  ANT)  PUBLIC  CREDIT— eECTIOX  4. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  following 
ecree : 

The  Citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known : 

That  the  sovereign  con^^ress  of  the  Union *has  been  pleased  to  decree  the  followinfr: 
The  congress  of  tne  Union  decrees : 

Article  1.  The  estimate  of  revenue  of  the  federal  treasury  for  the  financial  ye*r, 
-which  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  July  of  the  present  year  and  end  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1869,  will  be  comprised  of  the  following  sums : 

First.  From  the  products  of  the  maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses,  in  the  following 
terms: 

Duty  of  importation $6,583,94? 

Duty  of  material  improvements,  twenty  per  c«nt  oji  import  duty 1, 316,789 

Duty  of  railroad  shares,  filteen  per  cent,  on  import  duty,  with  the  reservation 

of  what  congress  may  decide  respecting  thi3  duty 987, 592 

Interior  duty,  ten  per  cent  on  import  duty 658, 395 

Duty  of  counter  register,  including  the  federal  contribution,  which  shall 

be  paid  in  coin,  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  import  duly 1, 645, 9?7 

Duty  on  export  of  coined  silver,  at  eight  per  cent.,  the  entire  duty 1, 200,001^ 

Duty  on  export  of  coined  gold,,  one  and  one-half  per  cent 30, 000 

Tonnage,  light-house,  and  pilotage 150, 000 

Import  per  package  on  foreign  imports,  in  place  of  road  tolls 400, 000 

Imports  on  the  extraction  of  woods 24,  OW 

■Second.  From  the  products  of  the  principal  administration  of  rents  of  the 
district,  and  the  subordinate  offices,  according  to  the  basis  on  which  the 
collection  may  be  established,  with  the  understanding  that  the  duties 
comprised  in  the  varied  nomenclature  under  which  are  collected  the  da- 
ties  belonging  to  the  treasury,  including  the  twenty-five  percent,  of  the 
federal  contribution,  which  shall  be  paid  in  coin,  shall  be  reduced  to  one 
sole  (^uota,  formed  from  the  sum  of  those  corresponding  to  each  article, 
excepting  the  municipal  tax,  which  shall  be  made  out  and  collected  sep- 
arately ;  and  that  in  the  quotas  of  the  tariff  in  force  a  reduction  of  seven 
per  cent,  shall  be  made  on  the  duties  of  alcabala,  (excise  duty,)  and  three 

per  cent,  on  the  municipal  duties 1, 500, 000 

Third.  From  the  product  of  stamped  paper,  in  the  following  terms: 

Common  stamped  paper 500,000 

Stamped  paper  of  the  contribution  on  imposts  of  the  States  and  municipal- 
ities        1,500,000 

JFourth.  From  the  product  of  direct  constributions  in  the  district,  with  ex- 
ception of  tax  on  mortgages  and  on  transfer  of  real  estate,  and  remain- 
ing included  the  federal  contribution,  which  shall  be  paid  in  coin,  as  a 
part  of  the  sole  quota  which  shall  be  collected 500,000 
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Fifth.  From  the  proceeds  of  nationalized  property |600, 000 

Sixth.  From  smelting,  coining,  and  assaying 200, 000 

SeveDth.  From  the  taxes  appertaining  to  public  instruction 100, 000 

Eighth.  From  the  products  of  premiums  and  exchanges  from  waste  lands 

»    jHid  other  smaller  branches  which  appertain  to  the  federal  treasury 300, 000 

Ninth.  From  the  tax  on  carriages,  decreed  on  the  19th  November  last 25, 000 

18,221,711 


Art.  2.  The  foUo^'iug  imposts  in  favor  of  the  federal  treasury  are  abolished: 

The  rial  (12^  cents)  per  marck  ($8  25)  on  silver. 

The  three  per  cent,  of  mineria,  (tiix  on  the  products  of  the  mines.) 

The  duty  on  mortgages,  established  in  the  lederal  districts. 

The  duty  on  circiuation  of  money. 

The  duty  of  fortification 'of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  duty  on  transfer  of  real  estate  throughout  the  republic. 

That  of  the  mercantile  tribunal,  which  has  been  collected  in  the  States  for  the  depart- 
ment of  public  works. 

That  or  tobacco  in  the  some  States. 

That  decreed  on  the  19th  of  November  last,  on  landed  property,  factories,  and  mills. 

Art.  3.  The  funds  proceeding  from  the  imposts  which  form  the  estimate  of  the 
revenues  of  the  federal  treasury  shall  be  collected  and  distributed  under  the  direction 
and  responsibility  of  the  department  of  finance,  which  shall  open  credits  in  favor  of  the 
other  departments  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriations. 

Art.  4.  The  products  which  fonn  the  estimate  of  revenues  or  income  shall  be  distri- 
buted by  the  general  treasury  of  the  nation,  all  special  funds  being  expressly  prohibited. 

Art.  5.  If  tlie  products  of  the  estimated  revenues  should  not  suffice  to  entirely  cover 
the  estimated  expenses,  the  necessary  reductions  shall  be  made  in  the  latter  in  the 
following  orfler : 

Ist.  In  the  assignments  on  account  of  pensions  and  the  retired  list,  up  to  one-half  the 
amount  of  the  same. 

2d.  In  the  auctions  destined  for  the  cancellation  of  the  public  debt. 

3d.  In  the  sums  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the  floating  debt. 

4th.  In  the  outlays  of  the  department  for  public  works,  such  as  may  not  be  of  absolute 
necessity  for  the  reparation  and  preservation  of  the  public  edifices,  or  those  for  public 
roads,  railways,  or  drainage. 

5th.  In  the  expenses  ot  the  home  department,  (ministry  of  government,)  especially 
in  8uch  as  are  of  an  extraordinary  character. 

6th.  In  the  salaries  of  civil  functionaries  and  employ^,  and  of  the  military  who  are 
not  in  campaign,  up  to  a  third  part  of  their  assignments. 

7th.  In  the  expenditures  of  the  dextartment  of  war  in  as  far  as  circumstances  may 
permit. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  Mav  27,  1868. 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO,  PreMdenU 

GriixERMO  Vau.e,  Secretary. 

JoAQum  M.  Alcalde,  Secretary, 

I  therefore  <Jrder  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly  observed. 
National  Palace,  Mexico,  May  30,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

MinUter  of  Finance  and  Public  Credit,  Present, 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  Slay  30,  1868. 

J.  M,  GARMENDU, 

Chief  Clerk. 


LAW  OF  FEDERAL  EXPENDITURES. 
[Traniilated  and  condensed  from  the  Diario  Oficial  of  Jane  30,  and  saccesslve  mimbert  to  July  8, 1868.] 

The  citizen  President  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  following  decree : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  same,  be  it  known : 

That  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  decreed  the  following: 

The  congress  of  the  Union,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  article  69  of  the 
federal  constitatiou,  decrees : 
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Article  1.  The  entimate  of  the  expenditures  of  the  federation  and  of  the  federal 
district,  which  shall  he  in  force  for  the  tiHcal  year,  which  will  commence  on  the  Ist  of 
July  of  the  present  year  and  terminate  on  the  30th  of  June,  1869,  daaH  be  conformed 
to  the  following  appropriations: 

Part  1. — LegislaUve  po%ctr, 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNION. 

208  deputies,  at  $3,000  per  annum $624,000 

Mileage 25.000 

Secretary's  office  of  congress 11, 200 

Office  of  reporters •     5,800 

Other  items 2,900 

Chief  national  auditi^r's  office 40,660 

Yir^t  bureau  of  liquidation,  credits  proceeding  from  war  of  inter- 
vention    11, 400 

Second  burciiu  of  liciuidation,  the  national  floating  debt 14, 400 


1735,360 


Part  2. — Executive  power. 

President  of  the  republic $30,000 

Private  secretaries J....  4,200 

Service 3,680 

Expenses  of  the  palace 15,000 

Part  3. — Judicial  power, 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUSTICE. 

1  president $6,000 

lOjustices,  at  $4,000 40,000 

4  justices,  supernumerary,  at  $3,000 12, 000 

1  solicitor  general  of  the  nation 4, 000 

1  attorney  general 4, 000 

Secretary's  office 18, 700 

Service 1,900 

Part  4. — Department  of  foreign  reJaiions, 

Minister $8,000 

Chief  clerk 4,000 

Section  of  America 8, 500 

Section  of  Europe 8, 500 

Section  of  Chanceleria 5, 100 

Archives 3,(XK) 

Service 2,220 


$39,320 


DIPLOMATIC  CORPS. 
GENERAL  LEGATION  IN  THE  INITED  STATES. 

Minister $15,000 

Secretary 4, 000 

Attache 2,000 

Outfit  and  traveling  expenses  of  minister 10, 000 

Outfit  and  traveling  expenses  of  secretary 2, 000 

Outfit  and  traveling  expenses  of  attach^ 1, 000 

Expenses  of  office 1, 200 

Extraoniinary  expenses 1, 0(X) 

Note. — ^If  there  should  occur  within  the  ^iroximate  fiscal  year  the 
necessity  of  making  appointments  for  legations  or  consulates  estab- 
lished by  previous  laws,  there  will  then  be  resolved  what  may  be 
convenient. 


36,200 
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CONSULAR  CORPS. 


1  consul  iu  New  York $3,500 

1  consul  in  New  Orleans ^.  3, 500 

1  consul  in  San  Francisco 3, 500 

1  consul  in  Brownsville 2, 200 


$12,700 


GENERAL  EXPENSES. 


Secret  and  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  department 

of  foreign  affairs $30, 000 

General  archives 4, 400 

Service 1, 920 


36,320 


$124, 540 


Part  5. — Department  of  government, 

Iminister $8,000 

1  chief  clerk 4,000 

Other  employ^* 17,800 

Service  and  expenses 2,220 

$32,020 

Printing 30,000 

NatiouiU  festivities 10, 000 

Extra  and  s«?cret  expenses 25, 000 

Political  chief  of  the  territory  of  Lower  California $4, 000 

S<'cretary  of  the  territory  of  Lower  California 1, 800 

Expenses  of  that  office 1,000 

6,800 

Mail  subventions  for  land  and  maritime  lines 115, 000 

Rural  police,  4  corps 108, 0(K) 

General  superintendence  of  the  police  of  the  federal  district 433, 260 

Daily  watch  of  the  city  of  Mexico 48,000 

Municipal  guard  of  infantry 87, 000 

Municipal  guard  of  cavalry .• 120, 000 

Extraordinary  subsidy  for  one  sole  time  to  the  state  of  Coahnila 

for  expenses  of  protection  to  pacificatod  tribes  of  Indians 10, 000 

1,025,080 

Part  6. — Department  of  justice  and  public  instruction, 

Minist<>r $8,000 

Chief  clerk 4,(K)0 

Section  of  justice 6, 200 

8<H'tion  of  public  instruction 3, 100 

Section  of  archives 2, 4(X) 

Service  and  expenses 2, 020 


$25,720 


Subordinate  judicial  powa', 

CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

Merida : 

1  judge .* $2,500 

1  attorney  general 2, 500 

1  clerk 1,200 

1  officer 300 

Expenses 120 


6,620 
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Puebla: 

Same  as  the  preceding $6, 620 

Guadalajara 6, 620 

Monterey 6,620 

Durango 6, 620 

Culiaean 7,120 

Celaya 6,120 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

Chiapas : 

1  jadge $2,000 

1  attorney 2,000 

1  clerk 1,200 

1  officer 300 

Expenses *. 100         i 

5,600 

The  same  for  Chihuahua^  Guevrero,  Michoaean,  Oaxaca, 

San  Louis  Potosi,  Toluca,  and  Zacatecas,  $5,600  each.        39, 200 

Durango : 

1  judge $2,000 

1  clerk 1,200 

1  officer 300 

Expenses 100 

3,600 

The  same  for  Jalisco,  Nuevo  Leon,  Puebla,  Sinaloa,  and 

Yucatan.  $3,600  each 18,000 

Bonora  ana  Guantguato,  $6,600  each 13, 200 

Coahuila,  Queretaro,   Agunscalientes,  Campeche,   To- 

basco,  and  Tlaxcala,  $5,000  each 30, 000 

Mexico 12,850 

Tamaulipas 7, 100 

Vera  Cruz 8,100 

Lower  California 6, 500 


JUDICIAL  POWER  OF  THE  DISTRICT,  SUPERIOR  TRIBUNAL 
OF    JUSTICE  OF  THE    FEDERAL   DISTRICT. 

11  judges,  at-$4,000 $44,000 

2  attorneys,  at  $4,000 8,000 

3  secretaries,  at  $3,000 9,000 

3  chief  clerks,  at  $2,000 6,000 

3  advocates  for  the  poor,  ^,000 6,000 

8  clerks,  at  $500 4,000 

2clerks,  at  $1,200 2,400 

Other  employes  and  expenses 4, 100 


83.500 


COURT    OF   THE    IST    INSTANCE    OF   THE  DISTRICT. 


6  civil  judges,  at  $4,000 $24,000 

24  actuaries,  at  $1,000 24,000 

Other  employes  and  expenses 9, 600 

57.600 

Court  of  the  Ist  instance  of  Tlalpam 4, 100 


CRIMINAL  COURT. 


6  criminal  judges,  at  $4,000 $24,000 

6  writers,  at  $1,200 7,200 

12  writers,  at  $500 6,000 

Other  employ^  and  expenses 5, 700 


42,900 
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LOWES  COURTS. 


8  lower  judges  in  the  capital,  at  $1,200 $9, 600 

I  at  Tacaba,  1  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  1 
»tTacabaija,at$l,200 3,600 

II  secretaries,  at  $500 5,500 

11  commissioners,  at  $300 3, 300 

Officers' expenses,  $100  each  court 1,100 

$23, 100 

Extraordinary  expenses,  and    formation  of 
codes 20,000 


$447, 410 


PUBUC  INSfRUCTION. 

Direction 970 

School  for  girls 9,080 

Preparatory  school 61, 392 

Lawuchool 20,580 

School  of  medicine 33, 050 

School  of  agriculture 42, 154 

School  of  the  fine  art« 38,860 

Commercial  school 11, 200 

School  of  the  arts  and  sciences 14, 000 

School  for  deaf  mutes ; 8, 142 

National  museum 12, 000 

School  of  engineers a5,602 

4  primarv  schools  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  3  for  boys  and 

1  for  girls,  $4,000  each 16,000 

Nation^  library 11,890 

GENERAL  EXPENSES. 

Repair  of  edifices 8,000 

Parchase  of  booka^  instruments,  &c 10, 000 

Other  expenses 2,000 


Part  7, — Department  offomento  or  public  works. 

Minister $8,000 

Chief  clerk 4,000 

Section  1 4,800 

Section  2 1 10,700 

Sections 9,500 

Section  4 5,300 

Society  of  Geography  and  Statistics 3, 400 


334.920 
$782,  330 


45,700 


Repair  of  gates  of  Belen  and  Puente,  Colorado $16, 488 

R<»d  from  Mexico  to  Qneretaro ^ 90, 616 

Koad  from  Amizoc  to  Vera  Cruz  via  Orizara 150, 972 

Road  from  Perote  to  Vera  Cruz  via  Jalapa 51, 072 

Road  from  Mexico  to  Perote  via  Apizaco  and  Rio  Frio.  53, 160 

Road  from  San  Luis  to  Zacatecas 15, 288 

Road  from  Monte  Alto  and  Tulancingo 57, 780 

Road  from  TolucaandCuemevaca 64,800 

Road  from  Queretaro  to  San  Luis 20, 856 

Road  fix>m  Qaeretaro  to  Lagos 48, 000 

Road  from  Lagos  to  Amatitlan 36.000 

Road  from  Gnadaligara  to  Manzanillo 60, 000 

Puebla  to  Oaxaca  by  Tehuacan 36,000 

Morelia  to  the  Barancas 36,000 

Tabasco  to  Chiapas 60,000 

Engineer  for  surveying  road  to  Acapulco 2, 400 

Roads  to  open^  decreed  and  yet  to  be  provided  for 400, 000 
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Survey  of  the  pnhlic  lands w $36, 000 

Ceutrlil  telegraph  line 6, 000 

Lino  from  San  Luis  to  Mat;iinora8 30, 000 

Subvention  to  Philharmonic  Society 2, 400 

AVorks  in  the  port« 152,000 

On  the  national  palace .' 48, 000 

Drainage  of  Valley  of  Mexico 308,400 

Subvention  to  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Puebla  ria  Perote, 

enterprise  of  Zangrouiz 465, 000 

12, 292,  < 

Part  8. — Department  of  treasury. 

Minister |8,000 

Chief  clerk 4,000 

Chief  office 6, 1(K) 

Section  1,  of  customs 13,200 

Section  2,  of  public  credit 13,200 

S(»-ction  3,  taxes,  stamped  paper,  &c .  13, 200 

Section  4,  of  fiscal  estimates 13, 200 

Section  5,  of  diverse  branches .• 8, 700 

Section  6,  of  statistics 7,700 

Section  7,  of  t  he  administration  of  nationalized  property .  22, 140 

Section  8,  of  revision  of  accounts 5, 800 

Archives 2,600 

Service 1,200 

Expenses 2,400 

121,440 

MARITIME  AND  FROXTIKR  CUSTOM-UOUSKS.  * 

•Paso  del  Norte : 

Collector $3,200 

Accountant 1, 400 

Writer  and  inspector 1, 000 

Porter 140  * 

Chief  inspecfors 1, 100 

8  mounted  inspectors,  at  $500  each 4,  (XK) 

Rent  of  house 300 

$11, 140 

Presido  del  Norte 11,140 

Piedras  Nej^as 12, 140 

Laredo .• 2,600 

Guerrero 2, 6(K) 

Mier 7,020 

Camargo 7, 840 

Reinosa 2,600 

Matamoras : 

Collector $4,000 

First  accountant 2, 500 

Second  accountant ; 2, 200 

Third,  fourth,  and  fifth  accountant 3, 500 

3  writers,  at  $7(H) 2, 100 

2  appraisers,  at  $1,800 3,600 

Porter 400 

Chief  inspector 2, 000 

Second  inspector 1, 500 

23  inspectors,  at  $1,000 23,000 

2  boats  and  crews 3, 200 

48,000 

Soto  la  Marina 2,600 

Tampico: 

Collector $5,000 

Chief  inspector 3, 000 

15  inspectors,  at  $1,000 15,000 
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Chief  acoountftut $3, 000 

2  appniisers,  at$3,000 6,(K)0 

Other  employes 20,3(K) 

$52,300 

Tnxpam 11,450 

Tecolutla 4,200 

Nautltt 4,200 

Vera  Cruz : 

Collector $6,000 

Chief  accoimtaiit 4,  OCX) 

2  treaBurers,  at  $.3,000 6,000 

3  appniisera,  at  $3,500 10,5(K) 

Chief  inspector 4,(KK) 

Second  inspector 3,  OIK) 

20 inspectors,  at  $1,000 20,000 

Other  employee 37,190 

90,690 

Alvarailo 6,H00 

Sunt«  Comapan 4, 2(K) 

Coatzacoalcos ^  10, 550 

DusBocas 2,000 

Tabasco 25,600 

Lsladel  Carmen 8,440 

Campeche 21,660 

Sisal 21,640 

Zapalnta • 4,000 

TonaW 8,900 

Veutosa 9,900 

Pnerto  Angel 9,900 

Puerto  Escondldo 1,900 

Chacahna 4,920 

Acapulco 17,800 

Sihuatanejo 1,900 

Manzanillo 31,360 

Xa\ida<l  and  Valle  "de  Banderas 3, 000 

SanBlas 25,920 

Mazatlan 36,000 

Angelas...  "j 

Attala I  Four  inspectors  assigned  from  those  of 

Tamazula.  j  Mazatlau. 

Narachiste  / 

Santa  Cruz. 3,200 

Gnavmas 23,260 

Mulege 1,600 

Loreto 1,600 

La  Paz 8,700 

San  Jos^  of  Capo  San  Lucas 1,600 

SanQnintin 1,600 


FEDKRAL  TREASURY  OFFICES  IN  VEILV  CRUZ. 

Director $3,500 

Firet  official 1,500 

Second  official 800 

Twoclerks,  at  $600 1,200 

Other  expenses 650 

$7,650 

lnPnel)la 6,850 

In  Jalisco 7,W)0 

InOaxaca 5,000 

In  Yucatan 5,550 

In  Mexico,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  Tamauli- 

pa«,  $5,450  each 21,800 

In  Michoacan 4, 250 

In  Durango,  Chihuahua,  Zacatccas,  Nuevo  Leon,  alid 

Coahnila,  $3,750  each 18,750 

In  S<mora,  Sinaloa,  Chiapas,  Queretaro,  Tahasco,  and 

Guerrero,  $3,250 each...., 19,500 


$568, 470 
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In  Aguas  Calientes^  Tlaxcala,  Colima,  and  Lower  Cali- 
fornia, $2,600  each $10,400 

$107,600 

Administration  of  stamped  paper 204, 540 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE  OF  THE  FEDFJIAL  DISTRICT. 

Custom-house  of  the  capital $39, 300 

Other  offices 74,878 

114,178 

General  direction  of  direct  contributions 9, 600 

General  treasury 79, 120 

MINT  HOUSES. 

Mexico $41,720 

Guadali\jara,  Durango,  Culiacan,  Hermasillo,  and  Ala- 
mos, $10,900  each 54,500 

96,220 

Assay  offices 50,060 

Retired  list  and  pensions 192, 498 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

For  the  cancellation  (amortizacion)  and  payment  of  the 

public  debt,  interior  and  foreign 3, 500, 000 

Onlinary  and  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  treasury 100, 000 

■ 15, 143, 726 

Part  9. — Department  of  war  and  marine. 

Minister $8,000 

Chief  clerk 4,000 

Employ^ 34,040 

$46,040 

STAFF  DEPARTMENT. 

1  general  of  brigade $4, 500 

2  colonels  of  cavalry,  at  $226  20  per  month 5, 429 

4  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  at  $150  60  per  month 7, 229 

2  commandants  de  escuadrou,  at  $122  40  per  month 2, 937 

4  captains  of  cavalry,  at  $94  20  per  month 4, 522 

8  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  at  $50  10  per  month 4, 809 

29,426 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1  general  of  brigade $4, 500 

1  first  captain 1, 016 

1  second  captain 804 

1  lieutenant 558 

6,8r8 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

1  general  of  brigade !  -        $4, 500 

1  Qeutenant-comnel  of  artillery 1, 807 

1  storekeeper 2, 400 

1  first  captain  of  artillery 1, 130 

2  clerks 1,105 

10,942 

MEDICAL  CORPS. 

1  sub-inspector $2, 466 

1  surgeon 1, 469 

2  assistants,  at  $45  per  month 1, 080 

5,015 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

1  general  of  brigade $4, 500 

1  colonel  of  infantry 2, 466 

1  colonel  of  cavalry 2, 714 

2  lieutenant-colonels  of  infantry,  at  |1,653 3, 306 

1  lieatenant-colonel  of  cavalry 1, 807 

1  comandant'e 1, 469 

1  captain 803 

16  horses,  at  $6  60  per  month 1,267 

$18,332 

EKOINEERS. 

Staff: 

4  colonels,  at  $235  50  per  month $11,304 

6  lieutenant-colonels,  at  $150  60  per  month 10, 843 

4  finrt  captains,  at  $84  60  per  month 4, 061 

4  second  captains,  at  $66  90  per  month 3, 211 

4  lieutenants,  at  $57  per  month 2, 736 

32,155 

MiUtary  college , 79,676 

first  battalion  of  engineers 116, 670 

ARTILLERY. 

General  staff 6.797 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  OF  ARTILLERY. 

School  of  Mexico 9, 874 

3  other  schools 41,226 

4  brigades  of  artillery 444, 317 

6  batteries 119,678 

Establishments  of  construction 76, 120 

NATIONAL  MARINE. 

Marine  department  of  the  north : 

Captain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz : 

1  captain  of  frigate $2, 101 

1  interpreter 840 

1  clerk 840 

1  boat  and  crew 2, 160 

Office  expenses 120 

$6,061 

Captains  of  the  port  at  11  other  ports  in  the  Gulf  of 

Mexico 19,011 

Marine  department  of  the  south: 

Atl3portB  in  the  Pacific 17,241 

42,313 

Medical  corps  of  the  army  and  train : 147, 995 

Battalion  supremos  poderes 160, 550 

FiiBt  corps  of  carbineers 110, 960 

National  invalid  corps 95, 334 

Generals  in  reserve 24, 992 

FIRST  DIVISION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

8taff: 

leenend  of  division $6,000 

2  Iientenant  colonels,  at  $1,800 3,600 

1  commandante 1, 469 

2  captains,  at  $3  14  per  day 2,260 

1  li^itenant 601 

Office  expenses 360 


$14,290 
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Mayoria  p^eneral $6, 010 

Staff  of  brigaile  of  infantry 9,  Oil 

Mayoria  de  ordeues 3, 298 

First  battalion : 

colonel !.  ..        $2,466 

1  lieutenant-colonel 1, 652 

1  commandantti 1, 468 

1  payma«ter 1,595 

1  second  adjutant 695 

1  8ul>-adjutant 468 

8  captains,  at  $2  23 6,423 

8 lieutenants,  at  $1  50 4,320 

16  sub-lieutenants,  at  $1  30 7,488 

1  comet  major 317 

1  armorer 317 

1  corporal  of  comets 180 

1  corporal  of  pioneers 180 

8  pioneers,  at  44  cents 1, 267 

8  first  sergeants,  at  88 cent« 2,534 

32  sergeants,  at  65  cents 7, 488 

104  corporals,  at  47  cents 17, 597 

24  comets,  at  43|  cents 3, 773 

640  soldiers,  at  42  cents 96,768 

Allowances 336 

157,332 

Second  battalion 157,332 

Staff  of  second  brigade  of  infantry 9,011 

Mayoria  de  ordenes 3, 296 

Third  and  fourth  battalions 314,664 

Staff  of  brigade  of  cavalry 9,  Oil. 

Mayori  de  ordenes 3, 296 

First  corps  of  cavalry : 

1  colonel $2,715 

1  lieutenant  colonel 1, 807 

1  commandante 1, 469 

1  paymaster 1, 595 

2  adjutant  sergeant*,  $2  19 1, 577 

2  ensign  bearers,  at  $1  54 1, 109 

4  captains,  at  $:^  14 4,522 

4  lieutenants,  $1  67 2,405 

8en8ign8,$l  54 4,435 

1  chief  tmmpeter 349 

1  blacksmith 349 

1  armorer 349 

1  belt  maker 349 

1  trumpet  corporal 205 

1  corporal  of  pioneers 205 

4  pioneers,  at  46  cents 662 

2  laborers,  at  46  cents i.  331 

4  first  sergeants,  at  97  cents 1, 397 

16  seeond  sergeants,  at  75  c^ts 4, 320 

36  corporals,  at  55  cents 7,128 

8  trumpeters,  at  52  cents 1, 517 

264  soldiers,  at  45  cents 42,768 

340  horses,  at  22  cents 26,922 

Allowances 228 

108,713 

Second  corps  of  cavalry 126,618 

$921,883 

Second  division  of  the  army 921, 882 

Third  division  of  the  army 921,883 

Fourth  division  of  theamiy 921,888 

Military  command  of  the  federal  district ' 24,107 

Command  of  Vera  Cruz $12,605 

4  permanent  companies 81,837 

Fortress  of  Alloa 7,039 

101,481 

Fortress  of  Perote 6,438 

Command  of  Tampico $12,605 
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4  effective  companies $77, 713 

$90,318 

Fortress  of  Acapulco 6, 739 

1  permanent  company 19, 949 

26,6aS 

Command  of  Campeche • 12, 605 

2j2ompanie8 .    39,298 

*                                                                                                51,903 

Command  at  Mazatlan 51, 903 

Command  at  Gaaymas 51, 903 

Command  at  Colima. 26,  GH8 

Command  at  La  Paz 39, 298 

Conunand  at  Tepic 39,298 

Command  at  ^loatzacoalcos 26, 688 

Command  at  Ventosa 39, 298 

Command  at  Sisal •  39, 298 

Command  at  Matamoras 51, 903 

Command  at  Tabasco 51, 903 

Command  at  Isla  del  Carmen 39, 298 

Fortress  of  Loreto  and  Guadalupe 6, 435 

Depot  of  officers  in  this  capital 43, 774 

Depot  of  officers  proceeding  from  the  diyisious 16:^,  134 

Retired  corps 191,710 

Pensions  rehabilitated 169, 143 

Pensions  unimpaired 218, 097 

MATERIAL  AND  ARMAMENT. 

Keposition  of  same 587,466 

MILITARY  COLONIES. 

For  their  re-e«tablishmeut 500, 000 

Extraonliuary  war  expenses 500, 000 

$8,450,990 

Total  appropriations 18,694,438 

JR&mmi  of  estimate  of  expenditures, 

I/egislati ve  corps $735, 360 

Ex<»cutive  power 52, 880 

Judicial  jwwer 488, 290 

Department  of  foreign  relations 124, 540 

Department  of  government 1, 025, 080 

Department  of  justice 380, 640 

Department  of  fomento,  (public  works) 2, 292, 932 

Department  of  treasury 5, 143, 726 

Department  of  war 8, 450, 990 

Total 18,694,438 


Art.  2.  The  employes  of  the  federation  and  of  the  federal  district  cannot  receive 
any  emolument,  excess,  addition  of  salary,  or  j^atuity  whatever  for  the  collection  of  the 
federal  revenues,  b<?yontl  the  salary  assigned  in  the  plant  of  the  respective  offices. 

H:ill  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  May  30,  1868. 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO,  President 

GuKLLKRMO  Valle,  Secretary. 

Joaquin  M.  Alcaij>e,  Secretary, 

\\1ierefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliance 
be  ^ven  to  it. 
Palace  of  the  General  Government,  MericOf  June  17, 1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
Citizen  Josf:  M.  Garmendia, 

In  charge  of  the  Department  of  Treasury  and  Puhlic  Credit. 

And.  I  commuuicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  June  17,  1868. 

*  JOSfi  M.  GARMENDIA. 
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IMPORTS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  GUANAJUATO. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  FREE  AND  SOVEREIGN  STATE   OF  OUANAJTATO— 

SECTION  OF  TREASURY. 

The  citizen  General  Florencio  Antillon,  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sor- 
ereign  State  of  Guausgaato,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known,  that  tA 
congress  of  the  State  has  decreed  the  following : 

No.  28. 

The  second  constitutional  congress  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Goaniguato 
decrees:  • 

Article  1.  From  the  lat  of  July  next  the  silver  and  gold  that  may  be  presented  al 
the  public  assay  office  of  the  State  shall  pay  to  the  treasury  of  the  same,  the  first  a 
duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  its  value,  and  the  second  throe  per  cent,  there 
being  included  in  the  first  the  duty  called  "  reahle  mineria." 

Art.  2.  From  the  same  date  there  shall  be  collected  two  per  cent,  upon  the  treamre 
that  may  be  extracted  from  the  State,  in  the  same  terms  in  which  the  duty  known  as 
circulation  duty  has  heretofore  been  collected. 

Art.  3.  There  shall  continue  to  be  collected,  as  a  revenue  of  the  State,  the  five  per 
cent  .of  transfer  of  real  estate,  the  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  "  arroba"  (twenty-five  pounds) 
upon  tobacco  in  leaf,  or  sorted,  that  may  be  introduced,  and  one  doUar  upon  the 
worked. 

Art.  4.  The  duty  upon  native  raw  cotton  within  the  State  shall  cease,  and  that  known 
as  the  drainage  duty. 

Art.  5.  The  decree  No.  10  of  this  honorable  congress  is  hereby  repealed ;  but  this 
repeal  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  1st  of  October  o?  the  present  year. 

The  governor  will  be  informed  of  the  present  and  will  direct  that  it  be  printed,  pnb- 
lisheil,  and  circulated  for  its  due  compliance. 

Dated  in  Guanajuato  the  26th  of  June,  1868. 

JOSfi  ZAMBRANO  Y  CONTRENAS,  Prmdait 

Jos^.  BRIBRIE8CA  Saavedra,  Secretary, 

Juan  de  Dios  Belaunzaran,  Secretary, 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated  for  its  due  comphance. 
Palace  of  the  government  or  the  State  in  Guaniguato,  June  28, 1868. 

FLORENCIO  ANTILLON. 
Francisco  Garcia,  Secretary, 


IMPOSTS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  MICHOACAN. 

The  citizen  Justo  Meudoza,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Michoacan  de 
Campo,  to  all  of  its  inhabitants  be  it  known,  that  the  congress  of  the  same  has  decreed 
the  following : 

The  Congress  of  Michoacan  de  Campo  decrees : 

No.  51. 

Article  1.  From  the  1st  day  of  July  next  the  following  imposts  shall  commence  to 
be  in  force : 

I.  The  duty  of  circulation  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent.,  which  shall  be  caused  by 
coined  money  taken  from  the  State. 

II.  That  of  extraction,  which  shall  be  two  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  gold  and  silvrt 
in  bullion,  the  product  of  the  mines  of  the  State. 

III.  That  of  consumption  upon  native  tobacco  in  leaf,  sorted  or  worked^  at  the  rate 
of  seventy-five  cents  upon  each  arroba  (twenty-five  pounds)  of  the  first  class  or  good, 
and  of  twenty-five  cents  per  arroba  upon  that  kuown  as  Macucke  or  Mife,  esttmatiiig  in 
both  cases  the  gross  weight. 

IV.  That  of  transfer  of  real  estate  reduced  to  two  per  cent.,  which  shiUl  be  p*id  in 
the  cases  and  terms  fixed  in  the  laws  now  in  force. 

Art.  2.  With  respect  to  the  duty  of  circulation  the  following  provisions  shall  be 
observed : 

I.  The  payment  of  the  impost  shall  be  made  at  the  place  from  whence  the  treasure 
leaves. 

II.  The  simple  transit  by  the  rerrit^ry  of  the  State  will  not  cause  this  duty ;  \^t  to 
ei\ioy  such  exemption  the  introductors  must  previously  justify  that  circnntatanoe  &  the 
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fiwt  administration,  or  collection  office  of  the  revenues  by  which  they  pass  in  their 
transit  through  the  Stat-e. 

III.  Nor  wul  this  impost  be  caused  when  the  sum  extracted  does  not  amount  to  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Abt.  3.  The  executive  will  dictate  such  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  • 
effective  the  collection  of  the  duty  of  extcactiDn  on  gold  and  silver  in  bullion,  without 
the  necessity  of  the  establishment  of  the  assay  offices  to  which  the  law  of  the  State 
Xe.  II,  of  the  16th  of  March.  1835,  refers. 

Art.  4.  The  imposts  specified  in  article  1  will  cause  the  fifteen  per  cent,  additional 
duty  in  fav^or  of  primary  instruction  ;  the  collection  of  the  same  remaining  subject,  so 
for  as  possible,  to  the  laws  and  regulations  in  fore*  that  have  been  dictated  with  refer- 
ence to  both,  as  well  as  such  as  may  be  issued  by  the  executive  for  the  better  obser- 
Tance  of  this  law. 

Art.  5.  The  defraudation  of  said  imposts  shall  be  punished  with  the  penalties  and 
in  the  terms  that  the  laws  have  establisned  for  the  defrauders  of  the  excise. 

The  executive  of  the  State  will  direct  that  the  same  be  published,  circulated,  and 
observed. 

ANGEL  PADILLA,  Tice-Prendent 

Lri8  GoNZAGA  GuTiEKREZ,  Secretary, 

Felix  Alva,  Secrttary, 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliance 
be  given  to  it. 
Haee  of  the  government  of  the  State,  Morelia,  June  29.  1868. 

JUSTO  MENDOZA. 
Francisco  W.  Gonzalkz,  Secretary, 


IMPOSTS  m  THE  STATE  OF  SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 

The  citizen  Juan  Bnstamente,  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State 
of  San  Luis  Potoei,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known  : 
That  the  honorable  congress  of  the  State  has  been  pleased  to  decree  the  following : 

No.  83. 

The  constitutional  congress  of  the  State  has  thought  proi)er  to  decree  the  following : 
Article  1.  The  tax  on  sales  ujwn  time  and  for  cash,  and  upon  mortgages,  drafts,  due- 
l>ills,  promissory  notes,  and  orders  for  collection,  which  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  one 
per  cent,  waia  imposed  by  decree  No.  60,  will  be  caused  in  future  at  the  rate  of  one  and 
omsqnarter  per  cent.,  with  continuance  of  the  exceptions  to  which  article  2  of  the 
aid  decree  refers,  and  the  following : 

I.  Drafts  that  have  to  be  protested  for  non-acceptance. 

II.  Sales  at  wholesale  which  the  proprietors  of  cstat^^s  may  make  of  their  products, 
wtidde  of  the  bounds  of  their  estat«s,  and  of  those  made  within  the  limits  of  the  same, 
whether  at  wholesale  or  retail. 

Art.  2.  The  dispositions  of  decree  No.  60,  not  modified  by  the  present  decree,  remain 
in  force,  as  also  the  obligations  iumosed  upon  brokers,  judges,  and  notaries,  and  those 
wibmitted  to  the  syndics  outside  of^  the  capital. 

Art.  3.  The  present  tax  shall  commence  to  be  c^iused  eight  days  from  the  publication* 
of  this  decree  for  the  sale  of  merchandise  and  obligations  in  the  State,  and  within  one 
nwrnth  with  respect  to  drafts  from  without  the  State. 

The  executive  of  the  State  will  take  knowledge  of  the  present,  and  will  cause  the 
same  to  be  published,  circulated,  and  obeyed. 

Dated  in  San  Luis,  the  29th  of  May,  1868. 

MANUEL  MLTIO,  President. 

Pedro  Dionisio  Garza  y  Gakza,  Secretary, 

Roman  Fernandez  Nava,  Secretary. 

Mflierefore  I  order  that  the  present  decree  be  executed  and  complied  with,  and  that 
^  the  authorities  cause  it  to  be  complied  with  and  observed,  and  that  it  be  printed, 
pQbliahed,  and  circulated  for  the  consequent  ends. 

Palace  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  June  2, 1868.  

JUAN  BUSTAMENTE. 
Francisco  Macias  Valadez,  Secretary.  * 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

.No.  167.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

,  City  of  Mexico^  August  4, 1868. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  seizure  by  the  custom-house 
anthonties  at  Matamoras  of  an  amount  of  gold  coin  belonging  to  Dr. 
W.  L.  Huchinson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  regarding  whicli  I 
am  instructed  in  your  dispatch  Ko.  76,  of  the  loth  ultimo,  to  make  an 
investigation,  and  report  to  the  department,  I  beg  to  state,  that  on  the 
12th  ultimo  I  received  from  the  consul  at  Matamoras  a  letter  under 
date  of  the  27th  of  June,  of  which  copy  is  inclosed  herewith,  to  which 
I  replied  as  per  copy  I  beg  also  to  inclose,  and  that  I  have  addressed 
to  that  officer  to-day  a  note  of  inquiry  requesting  the  transmission  to 
me  of  such  evidence  as  can  be  furnished. 

I  have  also  noticed  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  this  government  the 
reference  to  the  case  that  will  be  seen  in  the  articles  and  translations 
likewise  inclosed  herewith.  In  the  latter  appears  what  purports  to  be 
the  protest  made  by  the  consul  at  Matamoras  againsl  the  seizure  of  the 
money  in  question,  and  request  for  its-  return,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply 
of  the  collector  at  Matamoras. 

I  beg  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  department  to  the  temper 
and  character  of  this  reply  to  what  appears  to  have  been  a  moderate 
and  proper  protest,  made  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the  line 
of  his  duty. 

No  further  data  is  attainable  by  me  here,  and  I  have  therefore  to  wait 
the  reply  of  the  consul  to  the  inquiries  I  have  addressed  to  him  to-day. 

The  facts,  so  far  as  they  are  within  my  knowledge,  regarding  the  regu- 
lations for  the  carrying  of  money  from  point  to  point  within  this 
country,  are  as  follows : 

In  the  interior  of  the  republic  no  restriction  is  placed  upon  the  right 
of  such  conveyance,  and  no  pass  is  necessary. 

A  case,  as  I  ^m  informed,  has  lately  been  decided  where  merc*haiit8 
in  Durango  sent  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  fi*om  that  place  to  Mon- 
terej' ;  on  aniving  at  the  gates  of  Monterey  it  was  stopi>ed,  and  a  pavss 
or  permit  demanded  by  the  customs  officials. 

Not  hjtving  such  document^  the  money  was  seized  on  the  charge  that 
it  was  destined  for  the  frontier  for  fraudulent  exportation,  there  beinj^ 
n  export  duty  on  coined  gold  and  silver.  Bonds  having  been  given, 
the  money  was  released,  and  the  case,  which  has  been  under  trial  for 
some  years,  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  merchants,  on  the  ground 
that  in  conveying  money  from  one  point  to  another,  in  the  interior,  no 
permit  or  license  is  necessary. 

But  on  the  coast  or  frontier,  or  going  to  the  same,  the  local  custom- 
house regulations,  if  not  national  law,  api>ear  to  establish  a  different 
rule,  and  to  there  require  that  in  carrying  money  above  the  sum 
necessary  for  immediate  personal  exi>enditures,  a  pass,  or  custom-house 
"guia,"  as  it  is  termed,  to  show  the  legality  of  its  destination,  and  to 
prevent  clandestine,  exportation,  shall  be  obtained. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  except,  i)erhaps,  one  or  two  of  the  Spanish  American  States,  that 
seeks  a  revenue  by  placing  an  export,  duty  on  money,  or,  a«  has  been  the 
case  in  this  Country,  until  the  passage  by  the  national  congress  of  the 
law  of  estimate  of  federal  receipts  of  the  27tli  of  May  last,  a  transla- 
tion of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department  with  my  dispatch,  >'o. 
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161,  of  tbe  17th  ultimo,  that  has  charged  a  duty  upon  the  circulation  of 
money. 

These  laws,  especially  the  exp6rt  duty  on  coined  silver,  which  is  now 
eight  per  cent.,  and  on  coined  gold,  one  and  one-half  per  cent.,  are  the^ 
constant  source  of  difficulties  with  this  country^  as  in  the  recent  case  of' 
the  commander  of  the  English  man-of-war  at  Mazatlan,  the  affair  of  the 
steamer  Danube  at  Vera  Cruz,  that  of  an  American  vessel  wrecked  near 
Matamoras,  in  December,  1866,  and  now  in  the  present  instance,  and 
are  not  less  unwise  and  injurious  for  Mexico,  under  all  sound  theories  of 
finance  and  commerce,  than  they  are  vexations  to  all  engaging  in  busi- 
ness transactions  here,  and  especially  to  foreigners  temporarily  sojourn- 
ing in  this  country,  or  who  may  have  occasion  to  convey  funds  from 
one  point  to  another,  along  the  coast  or  frontier,  where  facilities  of 
exchange  or  remittance  by  commercial  drafts  do  not  exist. 

If  a  custom-house  permit  is  taken  out,  it  is  a  notice  which  is  almost 
the  certain  occasion  of  the  person  so  carrying  money  being  robbed. 

If  it  is  not  taken  out,  the  customs  officials  assume  that  the  inten- 
tion was  to  defmud  the  revenue  by  a  fraudulent  export,  and  seize  and  • 
confiscate  the  sum -carried,  one- third  of  the  amount  so  seized  accruing 
to  the  benefit  of  the  person  furnishing   information  leading  to  the 
seizure. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Huchinson,  tinder  consideration,  it  appears  prob- 
able from  the  statement  of  the  consul  at  Matamoras,  that  in  proceed- 
ing, as  stated,  from  Matamoras  to  Tuxpan,  he  either  was  afraid  to  take 
out  a  permit  for  the  above  reasons,  perhaps  traveling  alone,  or  was 
unaware  that  such  license  was  necessary.  If  his  journey  was  bona  fide 
afi  is  asserted,  his  case  is  one  of  great  hardship,  and  of  no  legitimate 
utility  to  Mexico,  if  there  is  any  desire  in  this  country  to  encourage 
foreign  immigration. 

On  this  ground,  even  if  the  local  regulations  at  Matamoras  require  a 
permit,  and  Dr.  Huchinson  had  none,  it  would  seem  only  the  part  of 
good  comity  for  the  government  of  Mexico  to  order  the  restitution  of 
the  money. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  to  intervene  for 
the  protection  of  the  interests  of  American  citizens  in  such  cases,  and 
to  protest  when  it  may  be  necessary,  which  is  denied  in  the  very  offen- 
sive communication  from  the  collector  at  Matamoras  to  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  that  port,  a  copy  of  which,  as  published  in  the 
official  paper  of  the  supreme  government  of  this  republic,  I  have 
inclosed  herewith,  I  do  not  doubt  the  department  will  make  such  asser- 
tion in  the  present  instance  as  may  be  necessary. 

Awaiting  your  further  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D,  C. 


E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Scott  to  Mr.  Plumh. 

,  IlNrrED  States  Coxrulate, 

Matamor(Mf  Mexico^  June  27,  1868. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  May  la«t  I  sent  a 
dispatch  directed  t<»  you  containing  a  statement  of  the  seizure  and  illegal  detention  of 
one  huiidre<l  (UXl)  ounces  of  gold  belonging  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson,  an  American  citi- 
zen, Tvliose  residence  is  in  Tiixpan,  Mexico.    As  I  have  as  yet  received  no  dispatch  ac- 
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kuowledging  the  receipt  of  the  same,  I  am  apprehensive  that  it  haa  not  been  permitted 
to  reach  you,  and  I  see  very  erroneous  statements  in  the  newspapers  in  regard  to  the 
same. 

I  have  sent  a  statement  of  the  case  to  the  Two  Republics  for  publication ;  vou  will 
please  give  the  case  your  consideration  in  justice  to  an  American  citizen,  and  in  case 
my  dispatch  of  the  27th  of  May  has  not  come  to  hand,  vou  can  get  in  substance  the 
statement  of  the  case  in  the  Two  Republics,  if  they  publish  my  letter  of  to-day.  It  is 
well  known  here  by  disinterest'cd  parties  that  Dr.  'Hnchinson  did  not  attempt  to  evade 
the  law,  and  he  also  made  it  known  to  his  friends,  some  time  previously  to  his  starting 
for  Tuxpan,  that  this  money  was  to  purchase  land  in  the  Tuxpan  Colony  and  as  he  is  a 
poor  man,  the  robbery  complet-ely  stops  all  his  business. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  £.  L.  Plumb,  United  States  Minister,  Mexico, 


T.  W.  SCOTT, 

United  States  Consul 


[From  the  Two  Sepablics,  Mexico,  Wednesday,  July  15,  1868.] 

"JUSTICE  TO  ALL." 

We  insert  the  communication  of  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Scott,  United  States  consul  at  Mata" 
moras,  with  the  double  view  of  gratifying  a  worthy  gentleman,  and  as  an  act  of  " jufr 
tice  to  aU,"  including  the  indefatigable  and  efficient  American  consul  at  the  port  stated: 

"United  States  Consulate, 

^^  Heroic  Matamoras,  June^j  1861^. 
"  Editor  of  the  Txco  EepuhUcs : 

"  Sir  :  I  see  in  your  paper  of  June  10th  an  article  headed  justice  to  all,  in  which  yoa 
say '  Dr.  Huchinson  attempt4'<l  to  introduce  a  hundred  ounet»8  in  gtdd  into  Mexico  with- 
out paying  the  duty.  For  that  violation  the  funds  were  seized  and  held  subject  to  the 
courts.  At  once  the  American  consul  protested  against  enforcing  the  law,  and  de- 
manded the  return  of  the  money.*  As  you  must  have  been  erroneously  informed,  yoa 
will  please  allow  me  to  correct  the  statement  through  your  columns. 

"In  the  fii-st  place  the  statement  is  incorrect,  where  you  say  Mr.  *  Huchinson 
attempted  to  introduce  a  hundred  ounces  without  paying  the  duty.'  He  was  only 
attempting  to  can-y  his  money  from  Matamoras  to  Tuxpan,  Mexico,  (bis  plac«  of  resi- 
dence) ami  was  not  aware  that  it  w^as  necessary  for  him  to  get  a  special  permit  to  carry 
his  money  from  one  town  to  another  in  Mexico,  and  so  soon  as  he  was  informed  that  it 
was  necessary,  he  manifested  a  willingness  to  comply  with  the  law.  The  Mexican  offi- 
cials did  not  claim  at  that  time  there  were  duties  to  be  paid  on  the  money,  but  he  had 
failed  to  get  a  permit,  which  would  have  cost  him  twenty-five  cents,  and  for  this  the 
money  was  seized,  and  is  still  held  by  the  Mexican  officials.  In  the  second  place  yonr 
statement  is  incorrect  when  you  say  that  the  American  consul  at  once  protested  against 
enforcing  the  law  against  an  American  sovereign.  The  protest  was  not  made  for  sev- 
eral days  after  the  seizure  of  said  money,  hoping  that  the  matter  would  be  settled 
aft-er  an  investigation,  and  the  money  returned,  as  it  was  only  a  simple  act  of  justice 
that  it  should  be.  As  the  Mexican  officials  failed  to  account  for  all  the  money  taken, 
and  proposed  to  compromise  with  Dr.  Huchinson  by  giving  |350  of  his  own*  money, 
providing  he  would  sign  a  receipt  drawn  up  by  themselves,  relinquisliing  all  his  right 
to  the  |1,600,  and  obligate  himself  to  take  no  further  action  in  the  case,  I,  having  the 
blank  receipt  referred  to  on  my  desk  at  the  time,  I  protested  against  their  prooeedingK 
a  copy  of  which  can  be  seen  in  th^  consulate  when  called  for,  which  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  me  that  they  had  not  proceeded  strictly  acconling  to  law.  They  had  a 
legal  right  to  all  of  said  money,  or  had  no  right  to  any  of  it.  The  heading  of  your 
article  referreil  to  is  good,  but  in  order  to  be  *  just  to  all,'  we  must  be  correctly  informed. 
"  I  am,  sii",  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"THOMAS  W.  SCOTT, 

"  United  States  Consuir 

By  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  $1,600  seized  by  the  custom-house  officer  at  Mata- 
moras was  not  attempted  to  be  introduced  into  Mexico,  without  paying  dnt^,  as  was 
stated  in  our  paper  of  the  10th  ultimo.  Dr.  Huchinson  was  only  earning  his  money 
from  Matamoras  to  Tuxpan,  Mexico,  his  place  of  residence,  without  Knowing^  that  a 
special  periaa#was  required  to  carry  money  from  one  town  to  another  in  Mexico.  It 
must  be  a  source  of  great  annoyance  and  mortification  to  the  government  to  be  called 
upon  so  frequently  to  correct  the  conduct  of  the  insatiable  sharks  of  the  oustom-housK 

The  cu8tom-h4)Use  department  of  the  government  is  the  only  one  where  the  BUbordi- 
nates  seem  to  be  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  law.    In  ever>'  other  department  of  tbr 
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goveramont  there  is  a  lamentable  laxity  of  duty.  But  in  the  custom-house  there  is  a 
zeal  which  carries  its  employes '* over  to  the  other  side"  of  justice.  "WHiythis  great 
(litterence  in  the  different  departments  f  The  question  is  answered  that  money  is  the 
motive  power,  and  corruption  is  the  means  employed.  We  are  constantly  in  receipt  of 
intelligence  of  these  cori'upt  practices  in  the  custom-houses.  Not  on  the  Rio  Grande 
only,  nor  on  the  Pacific  cotist ;  but  elsewhere  and  nearer  to  the  fountain  source  of  law 
and  justice. .  The  case  at  Matamoras  is  a  clear  one  of  corruption.  The  officials  offer  to 
restore  $250  out  of  the  $1,600,  if  Dr.  Huchinson  will  obligate  himself  to  hush  up  the 
matter.  The  act  of  retaining  the  ^1,350  appeal's  to  be  disuoue«t  from  the  fact  that  the 
ollicials  required  "  that  no  further  action  should  be  taken  in  the  case."  The  dishonesty 
of  the  act  appears  only  to  be  exceeded  in  the  unblushing  shamelessness  of  the  peqietra- 
tors.  They  have  no  shame  and  care  nothing  for  the  exposure ;  but  only  demanded  that 
they  should  not  be  prosecuted.  The  consul  took  the  right  ground  when  he  assured 
that  the  officials  *'  had  a  right  to  all  of  said  money,  or  had  no  right  to  any  of  it ; "  Jind 
tliat  they  had  not  proceeded  strictly  according  to  law. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Scott 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  July  13,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  haA'o  to  a<?knowledge  the  receipt  on  the  23d  ultimo  of  your  communications 
of  the  3d,  7th,  and  11th  of  June,  and  on  the  30th  ultimo  of  that  of  the  17th  of  June, 
together  with  the  documents  accompanying  them,  respectively,  all  relating  to  the 
claim  of  J.  B.  de  Gruy  and  Kosa  Ba<*a  de  Gruy.  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
on  the  12th  instant  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  case  of  Dr.  W. 
L.  Huchinson.  No  previous  communication  from  you  upon  that  subject  has  reached 
me.  •  All  of  youi  communications  have  received  my  attention.  In  addition  I  would 
suggest  that,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  it  would  be  advisable  for  you  to  send  a 
clear  and  full  statement  of  each  of  these  cases,  with  the  respective  documents,  as  of 
such  other  cases  as  may  arise,  direct  to  the  Depariment  of  State  at  Washington.  Such 
special  instructions  may  then  be  sent  to  me  as  the  circumstances  may  require. 
^      I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Thomas  W.  Scott,  Esq., 

United  Staten  Consul j  Matamoras. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Scott. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mericoj  August  4,  1868. 
Sir:  Instructions  have  been  sent  to  me  from  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington 
relating  to  the  ca«e  reported  by  you  to  the  department  on  the  29th  of  June,  and  referred 
to  in  your  communication  to  me  of  the  27th  of  that  month,  of  the  seizure  by  the  cus- 
tom-house authorities  at  Matamoras  of  an  amount  of  gold  coin  belonging  to  Dr.  W. 
L.  Huchinson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  have  therefore  to  request  you  to  for- 
ward to  uie  such  evidence  as  can  be  furnished  ii]^  the  caae  and  particularly  upon  the 
following  points,  viz : 

1.  As  to  where  Dr.  Huchinson  was  proceeding  when  the  money  in  question  was 
seized  ;  and  as  to  his  intention  of  using  the  same  in  the  country'  or  of  exporting  it. 

2.  As  to  the  regulations  in  force  at  Matamoras  regarding  the  carrying  of  money  from 
that  place  to  any  other  point  within  the  rexmblic,  along  the  coast  or  to  the  interior, 
whether  any  pass  or  permit  is  required. 

3.  As  to  w^hether  Dr.  Huchiuscm  had  such  pass  or  permit.    . 

4.  As  to  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  penalty  for  carrying  money  without  such 

permit. 

I  would  further  suggest  that  a  copy  of  such  evidence  be  also  forwarded  direct  to  the 
Department  of  State,  if  not  already  transmitted  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  13th  ultimo.  *». 

I  aui,  very  respectfiUly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Thomas  W.  Scott,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Matamoras. 
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[From  the  Dimio  Oficial,  City  of  Mexico,  June  10, 1868.— TnnalAtioiLl 
TAMAULIPAS. 

An  American,  Dr.  Huchinson,  tried  to  smngffle  out  from  Matamoras  to  Brownmlle 
a  hundred  ounces  (pieces  of  sixteen  dollars)  ofgold;  the  inspector  discoTered  the  firand 
and  the  ounces  were  confiscated. 

It  appears  that  the  American  consul  protested  and  asked  from  the  custom-house 
authorities  the  return  of  the  money.  The  Ohservador  says  that  the  protest  is  inopporttme 
and  unfounded,  and  recommends  energetic  proceedings. 

The  pa|>er8  of  BrownsWlle  have  raised  a  great  cry  aoout  this  affair,  and  pretend  that 
the  American  government  will  intervene. 


[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  City  of  Mexico,  Jnne  14, 1868.— Translation.] 

TAMAULIPAS. 

The  Ohservador  of  Matamoras  published  the  two  following  documents  relative  to 
the  ounces  of  an  American,  of  which  our  readers  have  alie ady  heard : 

Consulate  of  the  Unitfj>  States, 

Heroic  Matamorasy  Mexico,  May  21, 1668. 
[My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  protest  against  the  seizure  aaid  detention  of 
one  hundred  ounces  of  Mexican  gold,  or  $1,600,  belonging  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Huchinson,! 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  I  respectftilly  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  imme- 
diately to  return  the  said  sum  to  that  gentleman. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  # 

THOMAS  W.  SCOTT. 

UHit4!d  States  Connl 
Sefior  D.  Pedro  A.  Galvan, 

Collector  of  the  Maritime  Custom-home  of  Matamoras,  Mexico. 


maritime  and  frontier  custom-house  op  matamoras. 

I  received  yesterday  the  communication  which,  under  date  of  the  2l8t  instant,  you 
addressed  to  me.  In  it  you  protest  against  the  seizure  and  detention  of  one  huudn*d 
ounces  of  Mexican  gold  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Uuchinson.  You  ask  al^o  that  the 
said  sum  shall  be  immediately  delivered  to  that  gentleman.  In  your  communication 
you  have  fallen  into  a  slight  error.  There  were  not  one  hundred  ounces  seized,  but 
ninety-nine.  Mr.  Huchinson  kept  in  his  pocket  the  ounce  that  is  lacking  to  complete 
the  one  hundred,  according  to  official  information  that  I  have  received.  The  seixure 
of  this  sum  was  made  on  the  16th  instant  at  the  gate  of  Puertas  Verdes,  which  is  the 
outlet  from  this  city  for  Boca  del  Rio,  (the  mouth  of  the  river.) 

Mr.  Huchinson  did  not  exhibit  the  documents  with  which  he  should  have  accredited 
the  legality  of  the  carrying  of  the  money ;  it  was  therefore  seized,  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings have  to  be  followed,  to  investigate  whether  the  money  was  carried  or  not  with 
tlie  requisites  prescribed  by  the  lav^  gnd  consequently  whether  or  not  the  penalty  of 
confiscation  has  to  be  imposed.  This  is  sufficient  to  show  to  you  that  I  cannot  take 
into  consideration  your  request  that  the  money  seized  should  be  returned,  and  that  the 
judicial  proceedings  cannot  be  interrupted  on  account  of  said  request. 

With  reference  to  your  prot<i8t  it  can  neither  be  taken  into  consideration  by  me, 
because  the  office  under  my  charge  does  not  admit  steps  of  that  character.  I  have  a 
superior  to  whom  I  give  account  of  my  conduct ;  that  superior  is  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, to  whom  you  can  address  your  protest**  by  means  of  your  minister  in  Mexico. 

The  law  which  determines  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  faculties  which  belong  to 
foreign  consuls  in  the  republic  ia  that  of  the  26th  November,  1859.  I  in>ite  yon  to  fix 
your  attention  upon  it.  I  also  call  your  attention  to  our  fiscal  laws  and  the  requisitai 
exacted  for  the  conveyance  of  treasure,  and  to  what  is  provided  for  cases  such  as  the 
present.  All  these  laws  will  very  clearly  indicate  whether  the  position  takea  by  yott 
m  this  affair  is  that  which  its  nature  requires. 

With  this  motive  I  protest  to  you  my  attentive  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Heroic  Matamoras.  May  23, 1868. 

PEDRO  A-  GALVAX. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  170.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  August  8,  1868. 
8iE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  telegram  and  of 
sabsequent  communication  by  mail,  received  from  the  United  States  com- 
mercial agent  at  Mazatlan,  reporting  that  the  English  government  had 
taken  upon  itself  the  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  occurred  at  that 
place^  and  inclosing  a  communication  addressed  to  him  by  the  com- 
mander of  her  Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer,  stating  that  all  restrictions 
placed  upon  the  port  of  Mazatlan  were  from  that  day,  July  20,  removed. 
Copy  of  a  previous  dispatch  from  Mr.  Sisson,  under  date  of  July  6,  is 
hkewise  inclosed  herewith.    I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
copies  of  communications  I  have  to-day  received  from  the  English  vice- 
consul  and  the  consul  of  Prussia  at  Mazatlan,  acknowledging  those 
addressed  to  them  by  me  on  the  6th  of  July,  of  which  copies  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  with  my  dispatch  (No.  156)  of  the  7th  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLU]MB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  SiMon  to  Mr,  Plumb. 

No.  2.]  .  Consulate  of  the  Untted  States, 

Mazatlan,  July  6,  1868. 

fkR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  for  want  of  time,  I  could  not  writ©  hy  the 
extraordinary,  giving  you  the  information  I  wished. 

On  the  16th  of  June  last,  Captain  Bridges,  of  herMajesty^s  ship  Chanticleer,  and  his  pay- 
master, were  passing  the  custom-house  on  the  way  to  their  hoat,  when  the  latter  was 
arrested  and  taken  into  the  custom-house  and  searched.  They  found  on  him  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  in  ounces,  and  ahout  fifty  dollars  of  change,  which  the  paymas- 
ter aaid  was  his  pocket  money,  (the  captain  and  paymaster  at  the  time  protesting 
against  the  act.)  The  authonties  kept,  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  but  gave 
bock  the  pocket  money.  The  next  day  the  captain  wrote  to  General  Corona  asking  for 
the  money  to  be  returned  Corona  wrote  back  in  answer,  as  you  will  see  by  the  corre- 
spondence, stating  it  was  a  matter  for  the  courts  and  not  for  him  to  decide. 

On  the  18th  the  captain  came  on  shore  accompanied  by  one  of  his  lieutenants,  both 
in  fidl  uniform,  and  on  their  returning  they  were  both  stopped  by  a  custom-house 
oflicial  and  searched ;  then  commenced  the  corresjwndence  that  is  now  laid  before  you. 

The  blockade  is  still  kept  up  in  regard  to  Mexican  vessels,  but  no  others.  On  the 
27th  ultimo,  the  United  States  steamers  Sarauac  and  Resaca  came  into  port,  and  I 
immediately  reported  the  case  to  the  commanders ;  the  Saranac  leaves  to-day  for  San 
Francisco,  the  Resaca  remaining.  I  understand^ut  not  officially,  that  the  blockade 
will  be  kept  up  until  the  Englisn  admiral  is  heard  from. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  SISSON, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent, 

Hon.  Edward  L.  Plumb, 

United  States  Chargi  SAjfaXres^  Mexico. 


Mr,  Fukrken  to  Mr,  Plumh. 

Prussian  Consulate, 

Pto.  de  Mazatlan,  July  17,  1868, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th 
instant. 

PleiMe  accept  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  generous  attention  bestowed  on  my 
request. 
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Mr.  Woolricli  will  recognize  direct  the  important  service  you  have  rendered  to  his 
government. 

I  beg  to  add  the  expression  of  gratitude  I  personally,  and  the  community  at  large, 
feel  for  the  prompt  and  most  efficacious  action  you  took  in  the  matter  of  her  Britannie 
Majesty's  ship  Chanticleer. 

I  have  handed  your  note,  and  the  answer  of  the  Mexican  government,  to  Mr.  Wool- 
rich,  who  will  communicate  them  to  Captain  Bridges  when'he  returns. 

The  Chanticleer  left  us  a  few  days  ago,  probably  with  the  object  to  replenish  her 
stores  in  San  Bias.  We  expect  her  back  in  a  few  days,  together  with  the  Cameleon,  due 
here  since  the  1st  instant. 

The  admirars  answer  may  come  to-morrow,  by  the  st«amer  from  California. 

Captain  Bridges,  in  the  meanwhile,  has  permitted  the  coasting  vessels  to  enter  and 
l^ave  the  port. 

I  did  not  see  him  personally  since  the  18th  June,  but  heard  from  him  through  Cap- 
tain Frarly  of  the  United  States  steamer  Saranac,  and  Commander  Bradford  of  the 
Untied  States  steamer  Resaca,  who  happened  to  touch  here  with  their  vessels. 

Both  are  old  ac(|uaiutances  of  mine,  and  we  have  frequently  talked  on  the  subject 
They  consider  the  insult  oflfered  Captain  Bridges  a  very  serious  one,  which  could  not  be 
overlooked  by  his  government.  At  the  same  time  they  do  not  consider  the  estabUshed 
blockade  as  legal,  and  I  attribute  it  partly  to  their  conciliatory  advice  that  Captain 
Bridges  has  observed  so  much  leniency  of  late. 

With  the  same  desire  for  reconciliation  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government,  the 
difficulty  would  be  easily  settled,  but  I  fear  their  reluctance  in  giving  a  decisive  answer, 
the  ample  field  left  to  our  authorities  to  build  up  new  expedients  according  to  their 
wishes,  will  lead  to  new  complications  and  not  spare  us  the  fate  of  being  the  victims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  the  Prussian  coawil, 

C.  FUHRKEN. 

Hon.  E.  Lee  Plumb, 

United  States  Minister  Resident,  ^-c,  ^c,  Mexico, 


Mr,  Woolrich  to  Mr,  Plumb, 

British  Vice-Consclate, 

Mazatlan,  July  18, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th 
instant  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  beg  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  the 
trouble  and  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  matter  on  which  I  took  the  hberty  of 
addre^ing  you. 

Although  the  Mexican  government  does  not  "seem"  to  have  given  so  much  attention  in 
their  comments  upon  the  gross  insult  offered  to  Commander  Bridges,  as  u]»on  the  mat- 
ter of  the  money  taken  from  the  paymaster  of  the  Chanticleer,  still,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  in  their  private;  instructions  they  will  have  been  more  explicit,  and  have  authoriied 
General  Corona  to  do  every  iustico,  and  aUbrd  an  ample  satisfaction. 

The  blockade  of  the  port  has  been  merely  nominal,  as  Commander  Bridges  went  out 
to  sea  and  allowed  the  Mexican  vessels  to  leave  the  jwrt,  returning  only  this  morning 
to  his  anchorage  after  a  cruise  of  some  eight  days,  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  the 
San  Francisco  steamer,  which  has  not  yet  come  in  sight. 

I  have  the  conviction  that  this  questioli  will  have  a  pacific  solution,  and  the  satisfec- 
tion  to  know  that  your  kind  interference  will  have  contributed  largely  towards  effecting 
the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

#  C.  WOOLRICH. 

Hon.  E.  Lee  Plumb, 

United  States  Minister  Resident,  ^-c,  ^-c,  in  Mexico. 


Mr,  Sisson  to  Mr,  Plumb, 

[Translation.] 

ITelegram  dated  at  Maeatlan  July  20,  1868/  deposited  at  Guadalajara  July  29, 1968  ;reeeirei 

in  Mexico  July  29.] 

E.X.  Plumb,  ChargStP Affaires,  Mexico: 

The  government  of  her  Britannic  M^esty  has  taken  upon  itself  the  duty  of  arr»Bg- 
ing  the  difficulties.    The  blocka<le  is  raised. 
The  Chanticleer  has  orders  to  proceed  to  Panama. 

ISAAC  SISSON, 
United  Stales  Commardai  Jfe^t, 
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Mr.  SiseoH  to  Mr,  Plumh, 

No.  3.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Mazailan,  July  21,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  communication  of  July  6  wa«  received, 
also  tiie  dispatches  for  the  English  and  Prussian  consuls,  all  of  which  were  delivered 
according  to  request, 

1  inclose  you  a  dispatch  from  the  English  and  Prussian  consuls,  as  also  a  communi- 
cation directed  to  me  from  Captain  Bridges,  of  her  Miy  city's  ship  Chanticleer. 

The  English  consul  informs  me  that  communications  have  heen  received,  stat^n^  that 
her  Majesty's  government  had  taken  charge  of  the  matter,  and  that  the  Chanticleer 
will  proceed  on  her  cruise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  SISSON. 
UniM  States  Commercial  Agent, 
Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

United  States  Charq4  ^Affaires,  Mexico, 


Commander  Bridges  to  Mr,  Sisson, 

Her  Brxtanihc  Majesty^s  Ship  Chanticleer, 

Mazatlan,  July  20,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  restrictions  placed  on  the  port  of  Mazat- 
Un  and  the  Mexican  vessels  are  from  this  day  removed.  I  beg  to  express  to  you  my 
thanks  for  the  friendly  assistance  you  have  been  good  enough  to  give,  in  endeavoring 
to  bring  the  disputes  between  the  Mazatlan  government  and  myself  to  a  satisfactory 
iflBue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  BRIDGES, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  West  Coast  of  Mexico, 

The  Consul  qf  the  United  States  at  Mazatlan, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  171.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  August  12, 1868. 
Sir  :  Under  the  instruction  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  75,  of  the 
8th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  outrage  inflicted  by  Mexican  authorities  upon 
a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  at  Monterey,  E  addressed  a 
note  on  the  7th  instant  to  this  government,  embodying  mainly  the  terms 
of  that  dispatch. 
A  copy  of  the  same  is  inclosed  herewith. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the 
Mexican  government,  addressed  to  me  o#the  11th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washiugtonj  D.  C. 


Mr,  Plunib  to  Sefior  Azpiroz, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  August  7,  1868. 
Sib  :  The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  received  from  the  United  States 
consul  at  Monterey  the  depositions  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  the 
subjects  of  the  late  indignity  at  that  place. 
A  copy  of  the  same  is  inclosed  herewith. 
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These  depositions  make  a  case  in  which  the  police  and  subordinate  officials  of  the 
city  of  Monterey,  a<;ting  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  state  government, 
committed  great  indignity  and  inexcusable  outrage  against  the  persons,  rights,  and 
sensibilities  of  the  complainants. 

While  it  is  very  mamfest  that  the  federal  government  of  Mexico  could  neither  have 
authorized  nor  contemplated  the  possibility  of  such  an  outrage,  it  is,  at  the  same  time 
equally  manifest  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  were  unrestrained  by  any  considera- 
tion of  prudence  or  of  respect  for  the  United  Stat-es. 

The  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  feel  deeply  grieved  by 
the  outrage,  unless  it  shall  be  in  a  satisfactory  manner  explained,  and  if  not  so  ex- 
plained, shall  be  properly  rebuked  by  the  government  of  Mexico. 

I  am  instructed  to  lose  no  time  or  occasion  in  soliciting  such  redress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  Manuel  Azpiroz, 

Ch^f  Clerk  in  charge  of  ihe  Department  of  Toreign  Affairs  of  the  Republic  of  Mexieo. 


Senor  Azpiroz  to  Mr,  Plumb 

[Translatioii.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

Mejcicoy  Augwit  11, 186a 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  7th  instant,  and  the  copies  annexed,  relating 
to  the  proce<»diugs  that  were  employed  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  on  the  night  of  the 
21st  of  April  last,  with  six  American  citizens,  who  were  placed  in  the  prison  of  th^dty 
on  account  of  having  been  accused  of  drunkenness  and  disturbance. 

You  stat<e  in  your  note  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Monterey  had  remitted 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  depositions  (copies  of  which  are  the  annexes 
to  which  I  have  referred)  of  the  said  citizens  of  that  republic,  and  that  both  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  peoxde  of  the  same  cannot  but  feel  deeply  grieved  by  those  procaed- 
ings.  unless  they  shall  be  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  if  not  so  explained, 
shall  be  rebuked  by  the  government  of  Mexico. 

These  desires  are  very  just,  assuming  the  injuries  of  which  the  said  American  citi- 
zens complain  to  have  taken  place,  and  the  government  of  Mexico  under  that  supposi- 
tion will  not  delay  a  moment  in  satisfying  them  in  conformity  with  the  indications 
you  make  in  the  name  of  your  ^vemmeut,  immediately  that  it  receives  the  official 
documents  in  this  affair  existing  m  Monterey,  which  it  has  lately  asked  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  Nuevo  Leon,  directing  that  the  same  be  punctually  remitted  by  return  of  mail 
I  am,  sir,  very  rospeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  AZPIROZ, 

Chief  CUrh. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg6  W Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico,    . 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  178.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoj  August  21,  18^. 

Sm:  Under  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  65, 
of  the  29th  of  May  last,  received  by  duplicate  on  the  13th  instant, 
relating  to  the  death  of  Mr.  JohnBranif^  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
from  wounds  inflicted  by  a  band  of  robbers  while  at  work  upon  the 
Puebla  branch  of  the  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz  railway,  in  April  last*,  I 
addressed  a  note  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  of  this  govern- 
ment, on  the  14th  instant,  of  which  I  beg  to  transmit  a  copy  herewith. 

1  have  to-day  received  a  reply,  under  date  of  the  18th  instant,  from 
Mr.  Azpiroz,  in  charge  of  the  department,  of  which  I  beg  also  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  and  translation  herewith. 

In  this  reply  it  is  stated  that  as  there  are  not  in  the  department  of 
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foreign  affairs  antecedents  relative  to  whether  the  apprehension  of  the 
murderers  of  Mr.  Braniff  has  been  effected,  the  necessary  information 
has  been  asked  from  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Puebla  and  Tlax- 
cala,  and  that  when  if  arrives  the  government  will  direct  what  in  jus- 
tice may  be  required. 

Mr.  Azpiroz  takes  exception  to  the  observation  contained  in  my  note, 
that  cases  such  as  that  treated  of  are  unfortunately  common  in  Mexico, 
and  that  their  frequency  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  comparative  impunity 
of  the  offenders. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  his  remarks 
under  this  hea<l.  unless  I  should  receive  your  instructions  to  that  effect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^         E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washingtonj  D.  C 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Senor  Azpiroz, 

Legation  of  the  UxrrED  States, 

MexicOf  August  14,  1868. 
Sir  :  In  a  dispatch  under  date  of  the  29th  of  May  last,  bnt  which  only  reached  me 
yesterday,  I  am  advised  that  the  Depart'nient  of  State  at  Washington  has  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Black,  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  in  this  city,  of  the  death  of  Air.  John 
Braniff,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  wounds  inflicted  by  a  band  of  robbers  at  a 
bridge  on  the  Puebla  branch  of  the  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz  railway,  in  April  last. 

The  Secretary  of  States  adds,  that  although  such  events  may  and  do  happen  in  every 
country,  they  are  nnfortunat«ly  conmion  m  Mexico,  and  their  frequency  is  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  comparative  impunity  of  the  offenders. 

I  am  instruct<?d  to  bring  this  case  to  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  government,  and 
to  express  the  expectation  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  the  government 
of  Mexico  will  exert  all  its  authority  to  bring  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Braniff  to  justice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
.    Hon.  Manijel  Azpiroz, 

Chief  Clerk  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mexican  Rejyuhlic, 


Seficr  Azpiroz  to  Mr,  Plumb. 
[Tranalation.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexicoy  August  18,  1868. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  your  note  of  the  14th  of  the  present  month,  in  which  you 
have  been  pleased'^to  communicate  to  me  that  you  have  instructions  from  your  govern- 
ment to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican  government  the  case  of  the  assas- 
sination committed  bv  certain  robbers  upon  the  pei-son  of  the  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  John  Braniff,  at  Santa  Cruz,  between  Apizaco  and  Puebla,  in  the  month  of 
April  last :  and  to  stat«  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  expects  that  of  Mexico 
will  use  all  its  authority  to  have  the  assassins  deliveretl  up  to  justice. 

As  there  are  not  in  this  department  antecedents  relative  to  whether  the  apprehension 
of  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Braniff  has  been  effected,  the  necessarv  information  was  yes- 
terday aaked  from  the  governors  of  Puebla  and  Tlaxcala,  and  when  it  arrives  the  gov- 
ernment will  direct  what  in  justice  may  be  required. 

To  this  I  should  limit  myself,  if  in  your  said  note  there  was  not  found  the  idea  that 
to  the  impunity  which,  up  to  a  certain  point,  criminals  have  in  Mexico,  it  is  due,  with- 
out doubt,  that  cases  such  as  that  treated  of  are  more  frequent  in  this  than  in  other 
countries. 

If  with  impartiality  the  circumstances  of  Mexico  are  considered— due  to  the,  war 
which  for  a  long  time  has  overthrown  public  order  in  this  country,  and  to  other  causes 
weU  known  to  all,  but  beyond  the  volition  and  against  the  interests  of  tJie  people  and 
of  the  government  of  Mexico — neither  the  government  nor  the  people  of  Mexico  can  be 
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blamed  because  robberies  and  assassinations  are  comraitt«d  here ;  nor,  in  comparing 
these  crimes  with  those  that  are  found  to  be  committed  in  established  coontries  in 
identical  circumstances  with  those  of  Mexico,  can  the  statement  be  ventured  that  they 
are  here  more  frequent. 

Notorious  are  the  efforts  that  the  government  has  made  and  is  making  to  completely 
re-establish  security  for  the  lives,  the  rights,  and  the  pro|)erty  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  republic.    These  efforts  have  so  far  had  the  best  possible  results. 

The  malefactors  apprehended  are  submitted  to  the  tribunals,  or  exemplarily  punished 
in  the  act  of  being  caught  en  flagrante,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  tlie  country. 

The  constant  and  efficacious  persecution  of  evil  doers,  and  their  treatment  according 
to  the  laws,  is  very  far  from  signifying  impunity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  AZPIROZ, 

Ouef  Cfcrfc. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plvmb, 

Charg4  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  Staie$  of  America  in  Mexico, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  179.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  August  22, 1868. 
Sir:  As  presenting  what  may  be  considered  the  almost  universal 
])ublic  sentiment  at  present  existing  in  this  country  with  regard  to  the 
renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  with  European  powers,  I  transmit  here- 
with translation  of  an  editorial  article  upon  that  subjec^t  which  appeared 
in  the  leading  jounial  of  this  city,  the  Siglo  XIX,  on  the  13th  instant, 
and  bears  the  signature  of  the  editor-in-chief,  Mr.  Francisco  Zaroo,  for- 
merly minister  of  foreign  affairs  under  President  Juarez,  and  lately 
president  of  congress,  and  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 
that  body,  as  also  probably  the  most  influential  of  the  newspaper  writers 
of  the  republic. 

While  this  article  may  not  altogether  express  the  views  of  the  gov- 
epiment,  its  action  may  doubtless  be  influenced  to  a  great  extent  by 
deference  to  prevailing  public  sentiment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  D.  C. 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS  OF  MEXICO. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  City  of  Mexico,  Auffost  IS,  1868.— EditoriaL—Tnuudatlon.] 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  republic,  since  ite  triumph  over  foreign  usurpation,  has  been  found  deprived  of 
all  kinds  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  European  powers.  From  such  situation  there 
has  not  resulted  any  evil  to  the  country,  nor  to  the  foreigners  who  reside  in  it  The 
government  has  been  free  from  the  pressure  which  the  legations  of  £urc»pe  have  always 

Iiretended  to  exercise,  and  foreigners  have  been  favored  and  protected  by  the  Meriean 
aws  and  authorities,  it  being  noted  that  the  insolence  of  those  pretensions,  which  had 
for  their  object  to  create  a  situation  superior  to  that  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  and 
to  claim  indemnizations  for  losses  originating  in  fortuitous  cases,  has  diminished. 

If  diplomatic  relations  have  ceased,  that  is  to  say,  the  relations  of  govemmens  with 
government  by  means  of  legations,  there  have  not  bcJen  interrupted  tlie  relations  between 
people  and  people,  which  consist  in  navigation  and  in  commerce.  Mexico  has  decUred 
by  the  organ  of  its  supreme  authorities  that  it  considers  as  broken  the  treaties  which 
united  it  with  all  the  powers  that  recognized  the  so-called  empire ;  but  it  has  declared. 
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tlso,  that  its  laws  protect  all  foreigners,  and  that  its  ports  are  open  to  the  commerce  of 
the  entire  world. 

Thiii  conduct — dignified,  pmdent,  and  moderate — ^has  given  good  results.  It  is  tnie 
that  in  Europe  they  continue  propagating  calumnies  against  our  country^  but  it  is  also 
true  that  our  most  bloody  enemies  are  obliged  to  recognize  that  the  government  makes 
laudable  efforts  to  establish  regular  order,  that  the  republic  in  the  hour  of  triumph  has 
been  generous  and  magnanimous  with  its  enemies,  and  that  foreigners,  without  except- 
ing the  French,  enjoy  guarantees  and  security. 

So  injury,  therefore,  nas  been  caused  to  any  one  by  the  interruption  of  diplomatic 
relations  l>etween  Mexico  and  the  European  powers,  and  what  has  occurnnl  has  demon- 
strated that  these  relations  are  not  indispensable,  either  for  the  devt*loi)ment  of  com- 
merce or  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  between  peoples,  or  for  the  interests  of  foreigners 
who  reside  in  Mexico,  and  that  at  any  moment  they  can  have  recourse,  the  same  as  the 
Mexicans,  to  the  tribunals  and  other  authorities. 

Without  the  necessity  of  legations,  a  part  of  the  foreign  debt  has  been  paid,  and 
equitable  arrangements  have  been  made  between  the  government  and  claimants  in 
some  adairs  which,  perhaps,  treated  diplomatically,  would  Have  given  origia  to  a  thou- 
sand difficulties  and  embarrassments. 

,  Such  a  state  of  things  has,  without  doubt,  led  public  opinion  in  Mexico  to  see  with 
absolate  indifference  the  news  which  from  time  to  time  is  put  out  with  reft* reuce  to  the 
disposition  in  which  various  of  the  European  governments  are  with  regard  to  the 
renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  with  that  of  the  republic. 

The  history  of  these  relations  enables  us  to  understand  that  from  them  we  cannot 
expect  to  derive  any  advantage  or  any  positive  good,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
may  be  the  cause  of  new  conflicts  and  of  serious  difficulties.  This  leads  it  to  be  gene- 
rally desired  that  the  actual  situation  should  be  prolongeil,  notwithstanding  its  incon- 
veniences and  irregularities,  as  it  is  neither  one  of  peace  nor  of  war,  and  gives  rise  to 
sneh  disagreeable  incidents  as  those  of  the  packet  Danube,  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  frig- 
ate Chanticleer,  in  Mazatlan.  Because  this  desire  exists  it  is  not  to  be  iuferreil,  in  any 
manner,  that  Mexico  is  a  country  of  Chinese  or  Japanese  ideas ;  that  it  entertains  hatred 
to  foreigners ;  that  it  seeks  to  isolate  itself,  to  deliver  itself  up  to  its  own  fate,  and  se|>- 
arate  itself  frt>m  all  contact  with  civilized  peoples.  Nothing  of  this.  Mexico,  in  look- 
ing with  repugnance  and  suspicion  upon  diplomatic  relations  with  £uro]w,  because 
they  have  been  to  it  ii^jurions  and  prejudicial,  desires  direct  relations  of  neople  with 
people,  and  ofiTers  to  the  foreigner  the  same  advantages  that  are  affonlwl  to  its  own 
citizens,  upon  the  condition  only  that  they  shall  have  the  same  obligations. 

The  Spaniah  American  republics,  upon  conquering  their  independence  by  their  own 
efforts,  fell  into  the  error  of  believing  that  they  required  for  their  existence  the  recog- 
nition of  the  great  powers,  as  if  these  great  powers  did  not  have  for  their  nile  of  con- 
duct to  admit  accomplished  events.  Such  recognition  signifies  nothing,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary to  implore  it,  when  it  has  always  to  be  the  precise  consequence  of  the  maiut^ 
nance  of  whatever  nationality.  The  Mexican  republic,  in  its  happy  restoration,  has  not 
incurred  the  error  of  its  early  years,  and  we  are  seeing  ^hat  the  reimblican  government 
neither  to  exist  nor  to  exercise  its  functions,  neither  for  the  pacification  nor  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  country,  requires  in  any  way  diplomatic  relations  with  Europe. 

The  foreigners  who  reside  among  us  have  to  acknowledge,  if  thi*y  are  sincere,  that 
nothing  is  lost  by  not  having  the  protection  of  their  legations,  that  before  exposed 
them  to  grave  inconveniences. 

Wliile  these  legations  were  a  constant  embarrassment,  and  a  continual  difficulty  for 
our  government,  they  afforded  no  protection  to  foreigners,  nor  did  they  render  any  aid 
towards  the  improvement  of  their  interest's,  or  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  progrnas  and 
civilization ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  violating  the  rules  of  neutrality  and  or  piiblic  law, 
they  allied  themselves  almost  always  with  the  retrograde  faction,  and  with  those  who 
are  systematically  hostile  to  foreignets. 

The  French  deputy,  Jules  Favre,  had  more  than  sufficient  reason  to  state  in  frill  leg- 
islative corps,  that  the  bonds  of  Je<;ker  were  the  sole  cause  of  the  French  intervention, 
with  all  its  consequences.  Private  reclamations,  speculative  afiairs,  unjust  preten- 
sions, unfounded  indemnizations,  excessive  brokerages,  these  have  been  the  affairs  with 
which  the  European  legations  have  been  occupied. 

We  repeat,  in  nothing  have  these  legations  promoted  either  in  favor  of  their  citizens 
in  genera],  or  of  the  c^use  of  civilization.  It  is  true  that  the  governments  of  Europe 
have  acted  in  the  same  manner,  for  when  the  government  of  \fr.  Juarez  sought  to  ele- 
vate the  freedom  of  religion  decreed  by  the  laws  of  reform,  to  the  rank  of  an  interna- 
tional stipulation,  giving  it  a  place  in  the  treaties  with  the  governments  of  Europe, 
who  make  so  much  parade  of  liberalism,  they  did  not  even  answer  this  notable  initia- 
tive of  the  Mexican  republic,  which  sought  to  place  throughout  the  entire  world  free- 
dood  of  conncienee,  under  the  protecting  guarantee  of  public  law. 

That  Mexico  is  in  the  right  in  considering  as  broken  the  treaties  with  the  powers  that 
reeognized  Maximilian,  is  an  unquestionable  point,  since  these  jwwers  treating  with 
tbe  Qsmper  were  those  who  failed  in  all  their  engagements  with  the  Mexican  nation. 
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This  point  is  still  more  nnqnestionable  with  respect  to  England  and  Spain,  who  made 
so  many  protests  on  siting  the  convention  of  Loudon,  that  it  was  not  their  intention 
to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  nor  to  change  its  institutions. 

The  decorous  det^nnination  of  the  republic  to  nold  the  treaties  a»  broken  so  long  u 
the  Euroi>ean  powers  do  not  ask  to  enter  into  new  relations  under  equitable  bases,  it 
can  easily  be  understood,  has  wounded  in  the  most  lively  manner  the  snsceptibilitiMof 
the  foreign  offices,  and  has  occasioned  vacillations  in  them,  as  to  the  oondact  they  hare 
to  observe  with  respect  to  our  country.  Some  governments  have  to  take  care,*»boTe 
all,  not  to  disgust  tlie  man  of  the  Tuileries,  and  something  of  this  is  discovered  in  what 
haw  passed  in  the  court  of  Florence,  where  French  influence  still  predominates. 

For  our  part,  we  persist  in  the  opinion  that  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  should  we 
do  to  hasten  the  re-establishment  of  our  diplomatic  relations  with  Euro^te ;  that  oat 
attitude  should  be  that  of  mere  expectative,  and  that  in  making  new  treaties  we  should 
be  exceedingly  cautious — reject  the  old  clause  of  falsel^y  called  reciprocity,  and  estab- 
lish that  foreigners  in  Mexico  have  to  have  the  same  rights  and  the  same  obligations 
as  Mexicans. 

This  will  not  prevent  that  at  the  same  time  we  should  give  the  greatest  freedom  to 
the  commerce  of  importation ;  that  we  should  liberallv  reform  our  tariff;  that  we 
should  make  a  point  of  national  honor  of  hospitality  and  protection  to  all  foreigner; 
and,  in  fine,  that  we  should  exert  ourselves  to  attract  to  our  soil  an  intelligent  and 
laborious  population,  which  we  so  much  require  to  cement  peace  and  consolidate  oar 
institutions. 

Nor  will  this  prevent  Mexico  from  cultivating  and  drawing  closer  its  good  relations 
with  the  United  States,  in  which  there  is  not  the  least  peril,  neither  for  our  nationality 
nor  for  the  integrity  of  pur  territory.  At  the  same  time  Mexico  can  and  should 
promote  the  alliance  of  all  the  American  republics  against  all  projects  of  re-conqnest, 
of  invasion,  or  of  intervention,  on  the  part  of  Europe. 

We  have  believed  it  convenient  to  enter  into  these  considerations,  now  that  the 
ouestion  of  the  re-establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  has  become  the  order  of  the 
aay,  by  the  repetition  of  the  news  that  the  governments  of  Italy  and  of  North  Germany 
have  resolved  to  send  legations  to  Mexico,  and  that  the  English  bondholders  will  treat 
directly  with  our  government,  without  asktng  the  diplomatic  protection  of  the  British 
government. 

As  is  seen,  these  reports  do  not  refer  to  the  powers  that  had  a  responsibility  in  the 
work  of  the  intervention — that  is  to  say,  Spain  and  England — and  there  must  be  much 
fewer  difficulties  in  treating  with  the  King  of  Italy,  and,  above  all,  with  the  German 
Confederation,  which  is  a  new  political  entity  that  has  come  into  the  world  since  the 
fall  of  Maximilian,  and  for  that  reason  did  not  recognize  the  so-called  empire. 

However,  with  Italy  and  with  Germany,  we  counsel  the  same  precautions  as  with 
whatever  other  power. 

HThis  is  not  the  moment  to  enlarge  upon  the  ad vantagee  of  establishing  close  relations 
with  the  Germanic  peoples,  nor  of  examining  the  situation  of  Europe,  with  respect  to 
the  United  States,  in  order  to  SQ^ect  our  fHends  upon  the  old  continent. 

This  is  a  task  we  will  undertake  when  we  believe  it  opportune ;  but  we  can  now 
declare  that  it  appears  to  us  the  most  strange  and  inapplicable  of  illusions,  the  ides  of 
goini;  in  search  of  European  alliances  to  avert  from  us  perils  more  or  leas  remote  from 
the  side  of  the  Unite<l  States.  | 

What  occurred  in  the  war  of  Texas,  it  appears  to  us,  affords ^os  sufficient  light  in  this 
respect. 

In  our  belief,  the  strength  of  Mexico,  as  an  independent  nation,  has  to  be  derived,  not 
from  foreign  alliances,  but  from  its  own  political  institutions,  and  its  material  pro^rMi. 

The  last  news  which  has  been  transmitted  by  telegraph,  and  which  we  published 
day  before  yesterday,  appears  to  us  very  satisfactory.  Lord  Stanley  declares  that  ft* 
the  renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Mexico  i?  is  necessary  that  the  republic  shonW 
take  the  initiative.    May  it  be  far  oflf !    Well  should  we  abstain  from  taking  such  a  step. 

The  French  government  has  assigned  four  millions  of  francs  for  the  payment  of  the 
bonds  known  as  Franco-Mexican,  lUter  scandalous  revelations  made  in  the  legialatiTe 
corps.    This  is  also  very  well. 

We  are  glad  this  time  that  France  is  sufficiently  rich  to  pay  for  its  glories— the 
glories  of  the  intervention  and  of  the  Jecker  afiair. 

FRANCISCO  ZABCa 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  186.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  August  24, 1868. 
Sib  :  With  my  dispatch  Ko.  46,  of  the  12th  of  December  lant,  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  copy  of  a  law  issued  on  the  27th  of  the  pre- 
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ceding  month,  patting  in  practice  the  decimal  system  of  coinage,  and 
providing  that  from  the  15th  of  September  of  the  present  year  the  cir- 
culation of  money  of  the  so-called  imperial  coinage,  and  of  twelve  and  a 
half  and  six  and  a  quarter  cent  pieces,  should  be  abolished. 

As  of  some  interest  to  commerce,  I  now  transmit  herewith  translation 
of  an  executive  order  published  in  the  Diario  Oflcial  of  this  government 
of  the  22d  instant,  continuing  the  former  coinage  in  circulation  until 
further  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State f  Washingtonj  D,  C. 


EXECLTIVE  ORDER  CONTINUING  IN  CIRCULATION  THE  FORMER  COIN. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  August  39, 1868.~TraiiBlation.l 

DEPABTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDIT.— SECTION  5. 

The  dtizen  minister,  in  an  official  note  of  the  I5th  instant,  states  to  this  department 
m  follows : 

**ln  reply  to  3rour  attentive  commonication  of  the  11th  instant,  in  which  you. have 
been  pleased  to  transcribe  to  me  that  which,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant,  was  addressed 
to  yoo  by  the  citizen  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  inquiring  what  he  had  to  do  to 
give  compliance  to  the  provisions  of  article  13  of  the  law  issued  by  this  department  on 
me  27th  of  November  of  last  year,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  although  the 
government  continues  occupying  itself  with  what  relates  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
coinage,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  very  convenient  that  by  the  department  under 
your  worthy  cnarffe  it  should  be  provided  by  circulars  to  the  governors  of  the  States 
that,  until  there  should  be  published  the  dispositions  relative  to  the  redemption  of  the 
90-called  imperial  coinage,  and  of  that  whicn  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  decimal 
system,  it  l>e  directed  that  the  circulation  be  continued  as  until  now,  in  order  that  the 
poorer  classes  of  society  be  not  prejudiced." 

And  I  transcribe  the  same  to  you,  by  order  of  the  citizen  President,  to  the  end  that 
you  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  ot  your  State  (district  or  territory')  that  the  coinagpe 
actually  In  circulation  is  to  continue  in  its  legal  course  so  long  as  the  change  is  not 
nude  to  which  the  department  of  fomento  refers. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  August  21,  1868. 

ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bosecrans. 

A'o.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  28, 1868, 

8iR:  On  the  25th  of  June  last,  the  United  States  consul  at  La  Paz 
wrote  to  this  department  that  the  present  military  commander  and  politi- 
cal chief  of  that  territory  had  just  then  issued  a  decree  imposing  a  tax 
of  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  export  of  all  bullion  or  uncoined 
silver,  in  place  of  the  previous  tax  of  only  two  and  one-half  per  cent. 

The  consul  writes  ftu'ther  that  the  military  commander  declares  that 
this  proceeding  was  taken  by  order  of  the  general  government  of  Mexico. 
The  consul,  however,  gives  us  no  evidence  in  support  of  this  statement. 
He  writes  that  so  heavy  a  tax  must  lead  to  great  loss,  and  that  it  is 
already  causing  a  suspension  of  work ;  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the 
territory  derive  their  support  from  two  reducing  establishments  which 
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are  in  operation  in  tbe  territory,  being  the  only  ones  there,  and  both 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  invested  much  capital 
therein. 

It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  Mexico  to  levy  duties  upon  exports  as  well 
as  imports,  provided  that  they  are  not  levied  so  as  to  discriminate  inju- 
riously to  the  prejudice  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign  comitries. 
The  custom  of  friendly  nations  allows  any  one  who  suffers  inconvenience 
by  revenue  legislation  to  make  a  representation  of  that  inconvenience. 

You  will,  therefore,  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  yoiu*  mission, 
seek  a  convenient  opportunity  to  converse  informally  with  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  upon  the  subject  indicated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.  • 

William  S.  Eosecrans,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  ifcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Plumb. 

No.  95.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  31, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  July  11, 
1868,  No.  159,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Mexican 
government  relating  to  the  attempted  organization  in  the  United  States 
of  expeditions  hostile  to  the  peace  of  Mexico. 

Your  proceedings  in  the  i)remise8  are  approved. 

Long  prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  the  attention  of  this  gov- 
ernment ha\ing  been  di^awn  to  the  organization  to  which  it  refers,  prompt 
and  it  is  believed  effectual  measures  were  taken  for  their  suppression 
and  the  maintenance  of  our  laws  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality. 
You  will  inform  the  Mexican  government  of  this  fact,  of  which  it  has 
probably  already  been  apprised  by  the  report  of  its  agents  in  thiscoimtiy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  96.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  1, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  August,  No.  167, 
which  treats  of  a  complaint  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Hutchinson.  It  appears 
by  that  statement  that  the  regulations  of  the  revenue  service  in  Mexico 
require  that  persons  who  are  transporting  in  the  interior  a  larger  amoont 
of  money  than  is  reasonably  necessary  tor  traveling  purposes  sball 
secure  a  custom-house  permit.  It  further  appears  that  this  regulation 
has  been  adopted  as  a  security  against  a  clandestine  exportation  of  coin, 
and  that  coin  transported  without  such  a  permit  is  liable  to  forfeitiire. 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  having  neglected  to  procure  such  a  permit,  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  in  coin,  which  he  had  while  traveling,  was  seized  by  the 
revenue  otficers,  and  judicial  proceedings  were  instituted  for  its  confisca- 
tion.   The  regulation  is  one  which  it  is  comx)etent  for  the  Mexican  gov- 
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ernment  to  make,  and  the  proceedings  seem  thus  far  to  be  regular.  K 
there  shall  be  ground  for  diplomatic  remonstrance  on  the  occasion,  that 
ground  does  not  yet  appear,  nor  can  it  become  available  until  after  the 
judicial  proceedings  shall  be  closed  and  the  whole  matter  shall  become 
a  subject  for  review. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  183.]  liEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  of  MexicOy  September  11,  1868. 

Sir:  With  my  dispatch  No.  150,  of  the  30th  of  June  last,  I  transmitted 
to  the  department  translation  of  proceedings  had  in  the  Mexican  con- 
gress just  prior  to  the  close  of  the  last  session  in  the  impeachment  of  the 
governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco. 

Under  the  Mexican  constitution  such  proceedings  have  two  instances. 
First,  congress,  acting  as  a  grand  jury,  declares  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  accus^ ;  and  secondly,  the  supreme  court,  acting  as  a  j  ury  of  sentence, 
as  it  is  termed,  pronounces  the  penalty. 

In  the  present  case  congress  declared  the  culpability  of  the  governor 
of  Jalisco.  This  declaration,  under  the  constitution,  works  what  is  held 
by  some  to  be  a  suspension  from  office,  and  by  others  to  be  a  permanent 
removed. 

In  the  present  case  another  feature  was  introduced  by  the  fact  that  as 
yet  no  law  has  been  framed  establishing  the  penalties  in  the  cases  of 
official  responsibility. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  supreme  court,  on  the  22d  of  last 
month,  pronounced  a  decision  in  this  case. 

It  declares  the  verdict  of  congress  to  have  involved  only  a  suspension 
from  office,  and  by  the  suspension  already  experienced  the  governor  of 
Jalisco  to  have  been  purged  from  his  offense,  and  places  him  at  liberty 
and  restores  him  to  office. 

This  action  has  naturally  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the 
governor  of  Jalisco,  while  it  is  a  severe  disappointment  to  those  who 
lavored  the  action  taken  in  this  matter  by  congress. 

As  illustrating  the  course  of  proceedings  in  such  cases  in  this  country, 
I  beg  to  transmit  a  translation  of  the  decision  referred  to,  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

/Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


DECISION  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  IN  THE  CASE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
THE  STATE  OF  JALISCO,  IMPEACHED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  Mexico,  August  29,  1868.— Translation.] 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  NATION. 

In  the  city  of  Mexico^  this  22d  day  of  August,  1868,  being  met  in  the  hall  of  sessions 
of  tiie  snpreme  court  ot  justice  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  the  citizens  Chief  Justice 
Lcrdo  de  Tcjada,  Justices  Riva  Palacio,  Lairagua,  Ordaz,  Oardoza,  Castillo  Velasco, 
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Gnzman,  Valaaqnez,  Zavala,  and  Garcia  Ramirez,  and  ProAecutin^  Attorney  General 
Guzman,  for  the  purjiose  of  acting  as  a  jury  of  sentence  to  pronounce  the  correapond- 
ing  decision  in  the  cause  instituted  against  Don  Jos^  Antonio  Gomez  Cuervo,  constitu- 
tional governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  for  not  having  respected  the  order  of  the  district 
Judge  of  Guadaligara,  that  declared  open  the  proceedings  of  amparo^  (protection,)  and 
ordered  the  suspension  of  the  execution  of  live  criminal,  which  act  was  deeinetl  calpa- 
hle  hy  the  congress  of  the  Union,  erected  in  jury  of  accusation,  as  there  was  therein 
involved  an  infiaction  of  the  law  of  the  30th  of  November,  1861,  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  having  been  read  in  public  audience ; 
having  been  heard  the  opinion  of  the  prosecuting  attorney,  (tlscal,)  which  concludes 
asking  that  the  supreme  court  of  justice  declare  that  the  governor  of  Jalisco,  Don  Job* 
Antonio  (xomez  Cuervo,  has  not  incurred  penalty  whatever,  there  being  no  law  which 
designates  the  same,  and  that  In  equity  he  shoiud  be  held  to  be  compurged  with  the 
time  that  has  passed  of  suspension  from  his  office,  in  consequence  of  the  verdict  of  cul- 
pability ;  the  allegation  of  the  accusers,  citizens  Apolonio  Augulo  and  Silviano  Morenol 
m  which,  without  tixing  the  penalty  merite<l  by  the  oifender,  they  insist  in  manifestiujr 
that  the  separation  ordered  by  article  105  of  the  constitution  involves  a  formal  destitu- 
tion from  office ;  the  defense  of  the  accused,  by  his  counsel,  the  citizen  Alfonso  Lan- 
caster Jones,  opposiug  the  arguments  of  the  accusers,  and  asking  that  it  be  declared 
that  the  accused  has  not  incurred  any  penalty  for  lack  of  a  speciallaw  of  responsibilitv, 
or  that  he  be  considered  sufficiently  punished  by  the  suffering  already  experienced; 
having  been  seen  the  record  of  the  proceedings,  with  all  else  that  has  been  presented 
and  that  has  relation  to  the  cause. 

Considering,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  understanding  that  should  be  pven^  to  the 
words  "  shall  be  immediately  separated  from  said  office,"  which  are  used  m  article  1Q5 
of  the  ctmstitution — 

First,  that  the  argument  that  is  alleged,  that  from  the  said  words  a  true  destitution 
is  to  be  understood,  which  consists  in  that  the  design  of  the  constituent  congress  of 
1857  was  to  est<ablish  in  the  republic  the  im|)eachment  trials  of  the  United  State*  of 
the  North,  is  not  exact,  as  it  appears  from  the  history  of  the  said  congress  that  the 
project  was  rejected. 

Second,  that  the  idea  adopted  for  trials  of  responsibility  was  that  of  the  citizen 
deputy  Marceliuo  Castafleda,  and  from  his  remarks  it  appears  that  the  first  trial  only 
works  the  suspension  of  the  functionary  until  the  termination  of  the  prtK*eedings. 

Third,  that  these  proceedings  being  i'utrusted  to  two  juries,  the  one  of  fact  and  the 
other  of  sentence,  and  destitution  being  evidently  a  p^ialty,  it  cannot  be  decreed  hy 
the  judges  of  the  fact. 

And  fourth,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  design  of  the  legislators,  there  is  no 
legal  motive  t-o  alter  the  signification  of  the  words  used  in  article  105,  and  particularly 
when  in  the  preceding  article  the  same  words  are  used  to  signify  solely  the  suspension 
of  the  accused,  as  has  been  understood  and  recognized  by  alrwithout  the  natural  senae 
of  the  sauie  having  been  placed  in  doubt. 

Considering,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  penalty  which  should  be  impo8e<l  upon  the 
accused — 

First,  that  the  jury  is  found  under  the  precise  obligation  of  pronouncing  a  condem- 
natory sentence,  admitting  the  declaration  of  culpability  made  by  the  congress  of  the 
Union  erected  in  grand  jury,  and  the  disposition  tuat  it  ma<le  of  the  criuiiual. 

Second,  that  the  examination  being  concluded  and  the  proceedings  terminated,  it  is 
indispcusuble  to  fix  the  condition  of  the  criminal  by  a  definitive  sentence,  the  court 
proceeding  with  the  authority  given  to  it  by  the  constitution  and  conformably  to  law, 
as  to  leave  uncertain  the  status  of  the  person  prosecuted  for  an  indefinite  time,  perhaj* 
without  termination,  would  be  the  most  unjust  violation  of  the  constitutional  guaran- 
tees. 

Third,  that  in  the  proceeding  there  appear  circumstances  proved  whicli  very  greatly 
extenuate  the  offense,  and  which  any  ordinary  judge  should  take  into  consideration, 
and  still  luore  a  jury,  by  the  very  nature  of  its  institution. 

Fourth,  that  these  circumstances  attenuate  in  such  a  manner  the  culpability  that 
they  have  influenced  the  minds  of  the  juiy  to  innM>se  a  minimum  jH^naltv. 

And,  fifth,  that  no  special  law  having  been  issued  regulating  official  offenses  and  fix- 
ing the  peualties. 

The  jury  having  in  consideration  the  reasons  expressed,  decrees — 

i^rst,  the  separation  of  Dim  Josd  Antonio  Gomez  Cucrva  from  his  office  by  virtue  of 
the  verdict  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  only  implies  the  suspension  from  office  mitil 
the  penalty  should  be  imposed  by  the  jury  of  sentence. 

Second,  8eflor  Gomez  Cuervo  is  to  be  held  compurged  with  the  time  that  has  elapsed 
of  suspension  from  office,  and  the  other  sufferings  experienced.  In  consequence  he 
shall  remain  in  absolute  liberty,  and  be  replaced  in  his  office  of  constitutional  governor 
of  the  State  of  Jalisco. 

Third,  let  certified  copies  of  this  decision  be  remitted  to  the  cougi^^jss  of  the  Union, 
returning  to  it  the  papers  in  the  case,  to  the  government  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  gov- 
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emment  of  the  State  of  Jalisco^  for  their  knowledge ;  and  to  the  district  judge  of  Gua- 
^iltgara,  that  it  be  notified  to  the  citizen  Gomez  Cuervo,  and  that  the  bail  which  ha8 
been  given  be  ordered  to  be  canceled. 

Let  it  be  known  and  published.    So  was  accorded  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
citizen  magistrates  who  form  the  jury  of  sentence,  and  they  signed. 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

VICENTE  RIVA  .PALACIO. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 

P.  ORDAZ. 

JOAQUIN  CARDOZO. 

J.  M.  DEL  CASTILLO. 

VELASCO  S.  GUZMAN. 

LUIS  VELASQUEZ. 

M.  ZAMLA. 

JOSfi  GARCIA  RAMIROZ. 

LEON  GUZB.1AN. 

LUIS  MARIA  AGUILAR, 

Secretary. 

Mexico,  August  26,  1868. 
A  true  copy :  LUIS  MARIA  AGUILAR. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  184.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexicoj  S^tember  10,  1868. 

Sm:  The  efforts  of  this  govemmeut  to  put  an  end  to  the  insurrections 
^t  have  occurred*in  various  parts  of  the  republic  since  the  outbreak 
in  Yucatan  in  December  last,  appear  to  have  been  signally  successfixl. 

Near  the  close  of  last  month  the  forces  under  General  Alatorre 
effected  the  complete  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  the  sierra  of  the 
State  of  Puebla,  with  which  General  Negrete  and  the  remnant  of  his 
followers  had  united. 

A  short  time  before,  the  forces  under  the  orders  of  General  Escobedo 
put  an  end  to  the  revolt  in  the  sierra  of  the  State  of  Queretaro. 

Anreliano  Rivera,  who  pronounced  in  the  sierra  of  Ajusco,  in  this 
State,  has  not  been  heard  of  since  the  first  few  weeks  of  his  movement 
when  forces  were  sent  against  him,  and  appears  to  have  altogether  dis- 
appeared. 

Recent  risings  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  have  also  quickly  been  sup- 
pressed. 

The  differences  in  the  State  of  Guerrero  appear  finally  to  have  been 
adjusted,  and  a  general  election  has  now  been  called  in  that  State. 

The  insurrection  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  under  Martinez,  was  quickly 
put  down  by  the  federal  forces  under  General  Corona;  and  thus,  so  far, 
in  every  instance  success  has  attended  the  arms  and  the  measures  of  the 
government,  until  it  may  now  be  stated  that  at  no  period  since  the 
accession  of  President  Juarez  to  the  chief  magistracy,  in  February,, 
1858,  has  the  whole  country  been  under  such  entire  acquiescence  in  the 
rule  of  the  constitutional  government,  and  the  measures  of  reform  put 
in  practice  by  the  constitutional  party,  as  it  is  to-day. 

The  military  forces  and  the  civil  employes  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment are  now  regularly  and  promptly  paid. 

This  may  be  one  of  the  important  causes  of  the  improved  state  of 
affairs;  but  I  think  it  must  also  be  acknowledged  that  the  people  gen- 
erally throughout  the  republic  are  showing  a  greater  unwillingness  to 
look  quietly  upon,  or  to  permit  a  resort  to  unauthorized  armed  move- 
ments as  a  means  of  redress  for  local  or  federal  grievances,  and  are  more 
37  D  c— VOL.  n 
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clearly  seeing  that  there  are  sufficient  and  surer  remedies  by  peaceful 
means  through  the  press,  the  tribune,  and  the  ballot. 

It  is  too  early  yet  safely  to  assert  that  the  round  of  pronunciamientos 
may  not  again  be  recommenced,  or  that  legislative  difterene^js  may  not 
occur  to  mar  the  present  favorable  prospects;  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  there  are  hopeful  signs  that  a  greater  degree  of  tranquillity  will  be 
maintained  hereafter. 

The  condition  of  general  insecurity  for  life  and  property  throughont 
the  country  continues  to  be  most  undesirable,  but  the  government  man- 
ifests a  determination  to  now  turn  its  attention  to  that  necessity,  as  its 
most  important  work. 

President  Juarez  has  expressed  to  me  his  personal  assurances  under 
this  head,  and  unquestionably  feels  the  most  earnest  desire  to  accom- 
plish what  is  so  vitally  demanded  in  this  regard. 

His  confidence  in  the  future  of  his  country  appears  not  only  to  be 
unabated  but  strengthened;  and  he  sees  perhaps  more  clearly  than 
many  how  important  an  element  time  is  in  the  difficult  task  of  "giving 
to  Mexico,  under  all  the  disadvantages  the  past  has  left  sis  its  legacy,  a 
durable  peace,  order,  and  progress. 

There  appears  to  be  also  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  of  their 
public  men  generally,  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  an  impulse  to  the  material  interests  of  the  country. 

Should  the  coming  session  of  their  congress  meet  the  public  expecta- 
tion and  the  promises  of  its  leading  members,  and  the  government  nse 
the  initiative  it  can  in  this  regard,  a  great  improvement  in  the  state  oi 
affairs  here  cannot  but  take  place. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  proximate  session  is  looked  upon  as  of  crit- 
ical importance.  Employment,  to  keep  the  people  from  the  necessity  of 
crime  and  revolt,  is  a  vital  requirement  of  thfeir  present  situation. 

A  useful  document,  which  is  at  the  same  time  an  encouraging  ^ign, 
has  recently  appeared  in  the  shape  of  a  manifesto  from  General  Gon- 
zalez Ortega,  issued  shortly  after  his  recent  unconditional  release  from 
confinement. 

In  this  paper  he  relinquishes  any  claim  he  may  have  been  supposed  to 
have  to  the  executive  office  or  to  the  i)residency  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  admits  the  necessity  as  well  as  propriety  of  accepting  the  existing 
order. 

His  constitutional  term  as  Vice-President  expired  on  the  31st  of  May 
last,  and  that  office  is  now  filled  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  but  the  mani- 
festo of  General  Ortega  is  useful  as  showing  the  convictions  and  express- 
ing the  advice  of  one  who  was  the  only  claimant  of  the  position  Presi- 
dent Juarez  occupies. 

I  beg  to  inclose  a  translation  of  this  document  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftUly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MANIFESTO  OF  GENERAL  GONZALEZ  ORTEGA. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficlal,  city  of  Mexico,  September  1, 1868.— Tnuulation.] 

The  citizen  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  to  the  Meriean  nation. 

Useless  it  appears  to  me  to  make  here  a  statement  of  the  occnrrcnces  that,  relativ<» 
to  my  i>er8on  with  the  character  of  President  of  one  of  the  supreme  powers  of  the  Moii- 
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can  federation,  have  taken  place  before  and  after  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November 
were  isaucd,  and  before  and  dnrin^  the  time  of  my  imx)risonment,  because  the  circum- 
stances of  all  these  events  api>eai*  m  official  documents  and  papers  that  have  been  pub- 
lished. 

It  remains  to  me,  therefore,  only  to  say  a  few  words  to  my  fellow-citizens  as  the  sin- 
cere voice  of  my  heart  and  of  ray  head,  as  the  intimate  expression  of  my  conscience,  as 
the  resnlt  of  the  liberty  in  which  I  now  find  myself,  and  after  profound  meditations  in 
view  of  accomplished  events,  and  in  the  presence  of  imprescindable  measures  which 
are  exacte^l  by  the  interests  of  the  country  and  the  peace  of  the  republic. 

On  the  1st  of  the  present  month  there  was  transcribed  to  me  the  communication  of 
the  general  government,  dated  the  18th  of  July  last,  in  which  it  was  ordered  that  I 
sliouTd  be  placed  at  liberty,  to  the  end  that  I  might  reside  at  the  phico  that  I  might 
myself  select. 

As  in  the  said  not«  the  supposed  offenses  were  insisted  upon,  of  flight  and  abandon- 
ment perpetrated  by  the  general  and  by  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
I  had  to  return  the  note,  asking  only  in  a  verbal  manner,  if,  notwithstanding  that  step 
that  the  honor  of  the  nation  obliged  me  to  take,  I  couhl  make  use  of  the  liberty  that  . 
was  offered  to  me,  to  which  I  believed  myself  entitled,  as,  without  motive  whatever,  I 
bad  been  deprived  of  it ;  and  an  affirmative  answer  having  been  returned  to  me,  I  have 
removed  to  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila.  I  had  thought  of  proceeding,  in  order 
to  issue  this  manifesto,  to  some  other  capital  of  the  more  central  States  of  the  republic, 
but  accidental  causes  have  prevented  nie  ixom  realizing  my  puri)ose. 

Placed  at  liberty,  possessed  alrea^ly  of  my  rights,  and  consequently  of  the  faculty  to 
emit  my  thoughts  and  to  speak  to  the  nation  in  compliance  with  the  duty  imposed 
upon  me,  the  first  that  I  have  done  has  been  to  direct  a  retrospective  view  in  order  to 
examine  the  past  with  relation  to  the  x)resent,  and  another  view  to  the  actual  situation 
iu  order  to  examine  in  the  present  the  events  to  which  the  same  past  now  has  given  an 
authority. 

The  order  of  things  actually  established  is  an  accomplished  event  which  rests  in  the 
most  grave  and  vast  interests.  The  legislatm-es,  the  tribuuals  of  justice,  and  the  gov- 
ernments of  all  the  States  of  the  republic  being  installed,  the  councils  of  all  the  muni- 
cipalities of  the  same  States  bein^  elected ;  the  congress  of  the  Union  having  been  in 
se:«8ion ;  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the  republic  exercising  its  functions,  no  voice 
has  lieen  raised  protesting  in  the  name  of  the  people  against  the  violation  of  law, 
uirainst  the  decrees  of  tlie  8th  of  November,  against  the  imprisonment  of  the  president 
«>f  the  supreme  court  of  justice,vuid  if  there  have  been  some  isolated  voices  with  refer- 
c»nce  to  this  latter  event,  and  they  have  been  heard  in  congi^ess,  they  have  become  silent 
noun  after  without  result  whatever. 

Nearly  all  of  tlie  eminent  men  of  the  liberal  party  are  forming  or  have  formed  part 
of  the  actual  administration.  The  legislatures  of  some  of  the  States  have  graved  med- 
al-s,  have  emitted  votes  of  thanks  and  issued  titles  of  well-deserving  in  favor  of  the 
niitbor  of  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November,  and  all  without  distinction  have  called 
legitimate  government,  constitutional  government,  that  of  which  the  head  is  the 
Hiithor  of  those  same  decrees;  titles  which  have  ajso  been  given  iu  the  press  and  the 
tribune  by  many  of  the  democratic  notabilities. 

The  author  of  the  said  decrees  being  accused  by  me  before  the  national  representa- 
tion, the  latter  has  not  been  willing  to  occupy  itself  with  this  affair  and  has  seen  with 
iuditference,  the  same  as  all  the  authorities  of  the  nation,  the  imprisonment  of  the  pres- 
i(l(5Ut  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  by  mandate  of  the  law,  President  ad  interim 
of  tbe  republic. 

The  men  who,  with  myself,  have  raised  the  voice  to  defend  the  immimities  of  the  law, 
fifyjne  early,  some  later,  and  some  at  the  last  hour,  have  disappeared  ^to  form  a  part  of 
tlie  actual  administration,  or  to  recognize  it  tacitly  or  expressly. 

Xo  one  do  I  accuse  before  the  present  or  before  history.  I  state  faots,  whose  causes, 
]>erhax>s  grave  and  patriotic,  I  am  still  ignorant  of,  and  I  state  tliem  because  those  same 
tacts  not  (Only  authorize  it,  but  reclaim  m  the  name  of  the  country  the  course  that  I  am 
j^olng  to  adopt. 

I  have  remained,  therefore,  alone,  absolutely  alone,  and  without  other  support  than 
that  which  a  tranquil  conscience  affords  when,  in  its  judgment,  a  painful  and  difficult 
duty  has  been  fulfilled. 

To  that  same  conscience  I  have  addressed  these  inquiries,  not  once  but  many  times. 
In  the  midst  of  this  general  abandonment  common  to  all  men  ami  to  all  peoples,  in 
view  of  so  many  interests  created  by  a  power  tolerated  by  the  people,  under  constitu- 
tional  and  democratic  forms  or  appearances,  and  wliich  interests  cannot  be  destroyed 
except  among  rivers  of  bloo<l,  in  the  presence  of  grave  dix>lomatic  complications  between 
Mexico  and  powerful  nations,  is  it  desirable,  is  it  just,  is  it  patriotic  t6  put  forward  my 
iii«lividuality,  by  the  official  character  which  I  have,  as  a  constant  menace  to  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  tranquillity  f 

Ih  it  desirable,  is  it  just,,  is  it  patriotic  to  retain  titles  in  the  name  of  the  people 
^vrlien  that  same  i)eoi)le  have  not  desired  to  save  them  nor  even  to  recognize  them,  not- 
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withstanding  there  are  estahlislied,  legally  or  illegally,  all  the  democratic  organs  by 
means  of  which  they  could  have  caused  their  rights  to  have  been  enforced,  or  at  least 
their  voice  to  have  been  heard  ? 

Is  it  iust,  is  it  patriotic,  is  it  desiralile  to  retain  titles  which  the  law  has  given,  when 
the  violation  of  the  law  is  an  event  consummated  or  tolerated  by  the  nation  itself,  and 
when  their  retention,  under  the  present  circumstances,  might  bring  civil  war,  the  only 
means  that  the  representation  of  the  i>eople  has  left  to  save  them,  a  war  which  would 
put  an  end,  perhax)s,  to  the  Mexican  nationality  f 

The  voice  of  the  passions  silenced,  conscience  has  answered  these  inquiries  in  the 
negative. 

All  of  them  involve  a  political  problem ;  and  of  the  present,  whose  prompt  solntion 
the  epoch  exacts,  the  interests  of  the  republic  reclaim,  and  to  which  I  am  led  by  my 
political  position,  passed  events,  and  the  affection  without  limits  that  I  have  for  my 
country.  One  of  two  extremes  I  have  to  touch  in  order  to  give  this  solution — ^to  launc)! 
with  the  law  in  my  hand,  into  civil  war,  or  to  abdicate  in  a  patriotic  and  sincere  mau- 
n«r  the  titles  with  which  the  nation  has  linvested  me. 

Between  these  two  extremes  I  have  not  vacillated  for  a  moment  in  accepting  the  lat- 
ter, and  much  more  when  this  acceptation  is  imposed  upon  me  by  the  reasons  beforv 
stated,  and  is  not  indirectly  exacted  from  me  in  the  darkness  of  a  prison. 

I  separate  myself,  therefore,  from  the  constitutional  titles  and  iwwers  with  which  1 
have  been  invested  by  the  vote  of  the  jwople  and  the  precepts  of  tlie  law ;  whether  as 
constitutional  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  or  as  President  ad  interim  of 
the  republic,  I  renounce  them,  antl  I  return  them  complete  and  without  spot  to  tliat  same 
l>eople,  when  so  it  is  required  by  the  force  of  past  and  present  events  and  the  peace  of 
the  nation. 

In  returning  to  the  obscurity  of  private  life,  accompanied  by  the  calmness  and  tran- 
quillity of  my  conscience  after  a  prolonged  and  stormy  struggle,  I  have  no  emliarra;*- 
meut  in  order  to  remove  all  pretext  for  civil  war,  in  recognizing,  as  I  recognize,  with 
my  character  of  simple  citizen,  the  authorities  antl  functionaries  actually  establinhetl, 
to  the  end  that  under  the  shauow  of  the  existing  order,  the  patriotism  of  good  Mexi- 
cans can  secure  the  peace,  the  liberty,  the  progress,  and  the  well-being  of  our  exliaueted 
republic. 

No  unpatriotic  caprice,  no  ignoble  and  unfounded  ambition,  has  Iwl  me  to  defend,  with 
the  force  of  truth  and  of  reiuson  and  not  with  the  force  of  arms,  the  isolated  cause  on 
the  side  of  which  I  have  been  found  until  to-day.    . 

I  have  defended  with  loyalty  what,  by  my  oath,  I  was  required  to  do.  The  fnltill- 
ment  of  my  obligations  I  have  belie ve*l  absolut-ely  necessary  to  the  national  honor. 
Besides,  I  have  always  felt  in  the  depths  of  my  conscience  that  I  have  defendinl  thr 
l)est  of  causes.  I  abdicate  it  when  the  entire  nation  so  exacts  by  means  of  a  multitude 
of  events  which  it  has  sanctioned.  In  abdicating  it  I  have  adopted  the  measure  which 
is  most  in  harmony  with  the  public  interests. 

Upright,  patriotic,  and  disinterested  have  been  my  intentions ;  upright,  patriotic,  and 
disinterested  they  are  to-day.  May  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  kuuws  my  sincerity, 
grant  that  they  shall  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the  dear  land  that  has  given  me 
birth. 

I  should  blush  before  myself  if  any  ignoble  passion  should  remain  in  my  heart ;  if  in 
it  there  should  be  given  place  to  any  low  and  base  resentment  against  men  and  agaiu>t 
events,  and  still  more  should  I  be  ashamed  when  I  know  that  the  torrent  of  the  latter 
almost  always  bears  the  former  forward  by  unexpected,  unknown,  and  even  involun- 
tary ways. 

Mexicans,  I  swear  to  you  before  God,  in  addressing  to  you  the  fullness  of  my  last  offi- 
cial word,  no  sacritice  will  I  omit,  not  even  that  of  going  to  seek  an  OH^'lum  and  a  ttuuh 
in  a  foreign  laud,  if  this  shall  be  necessary,  in  order  tiiat  there  shall  be  realized  ih<- 
prayers  that  I  make  to-day  for  the  peace  of  Mexico;  no  sacritice  is  there  that  1  ^»ll 
shun,  if  from  this  sacrifice  shall  result  to  my*  country  honor  and  prestige  at  home, 
honor  and  prestige  befores  the  enlightened  peoples  of  the  world,  honor  and  jirestige  in 
the  present,  and  honor  and  prestige  before  history. 

Saltillo,  Aufjuni  19,  18t)8. 

JESUS  GONZALEZ  ORTEGA. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  186  ]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  Septeinber  12, 1868. 
Sir  :  A  renewed  application  having  been  made  by  President  Jnnrci 
to  the  supreme  court  for  leave  for  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada — since  the  olst 
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of  May  last  the  chief  justice  and  Vice-President  of  the  republic — to  con- 
tinue in  the  cabinet  as  minister  of  forei^  relations,  such  permission,  in 
reverse  of  the  action  of  the  court  on  the  5th  of  June  last,  which  caused 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ijerdo  from  the  cabinet,  has  now  been  granted,  and 
yesterday  that  gentleman  again  assumed  the  charge  of  the  department 
which  for  so  long  a  period  previously  had  been  under  his  control. 

The  usual  official  notice  was  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Lerdo  yesterday, 
and  I  have  to-day  replied  in  such  terms  as  I  have  thought  proper  to  the 
occasion.  * 

A  copy  and  translation  of  Mr.  Lerdo's  note  is  transmitted  herewith,  as 
also  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB.« 

Hon.  WrLLiA3i  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr.  Plumb, 

[Translation.] 

Mexico,  September  11, 1868. 
Sir  :     have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  President  of  the  repuhlic  having  been 
pleased  to  appoint  me  minister  of  foreign  relations,  I  have  taken  charge  to-day  of  that 
department. 

It  is  very  satisfiiotory  to  me  to  assure  you  that  I  will  always  have  the  greatest  desire 
to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  and  cordial  relations  with  the  legation  of  the  United 
8tnteB  of  America,  of  which  yon  are  very  worthily  in  charge. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg4^  d* Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico, 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Le(5ation  of  the  United  Stater, 

Mexico,  September  12, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  yester- 
day, informing  me  that  the  President  of  tlio  rei)ublic  having  been  pleased  to  appoint 
your  excellency  minister  of  foreign  relations,  you  had  that  day  taken  charge  oi  that 
department. 

Your  excellency  has  also  been  pleased  to  assure  me  of  the  great  desire  you  wiU  always 
have  to  cultivate  the  most  cordial  and  friendly  relations  with  the  legation  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  with  very  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  learned  that  your  exceUency  has  re- 
Hiuiieil  the  direction  of  the  departmenf  which,  for  so  extended  a  period  previously,  had 
be<»n  linder  your  excellency's  able  and  worthy  charge,  and  I  tan  assured  I  Bhall  cor- 
rectly represent  the  sentiments  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  expressing  the 
conviction  that  in  the  future,  as  in  the  years  that  have  passe<l,  the  relations  between  our 
two  republics  cannot  but  be  drawn  more  and  more  closely  together  in  the  ties  of  peace, 
friendsiiip,  and  mutual  commerce,  under  the  enlightened  efforts  that  your  excellency 
will  make,  and  toward  which  common  iuid  desii'ed  end,  I  am  confident  you  feel  certain, 
no  effort  on  my  own  part  will  ever  be  wanting. 

Availing  myself  of  this  occasion,  with  great  idefisure,  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the 
asAorances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration  and  particular  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

e.  l.  plumb. 

Hia  Excellency  Seiior  D.  Sebastian  Lerik)  de  Te.jada, 

Mininter  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Ilepublic  of  Mexico. 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

:No.  98.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Sept^iiber  17,1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  of  August,  No.  171. 
I  entirely  approve  of  the  letter  which,  on  the  7th  of  August,  you  ad- 
dressed to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  ill  treatment  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  Monterey,  by  the 
authorities  of  that  place. 

The  prompt  and  just  reply  of  Mr.  Azpiroz  is  satisfaetory  at  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  the  proceeding.  The  development  will  be  awaited  with 
much  interest. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedieht  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  99.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  17, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  21st  of  August,  No.  178, 
which  relates  to  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Braniff,  a  citizen  of  the  Uoited 
States,  of  wounds  inflicted  by  a  band  of  robbers,  while  at  work  on  the 
Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz  railway. 

Your  proceeding  is  approved,  and  the  engagement  which  the  Mexican 
government  has  made  to  investigate  the  complaint,  and  its  assurance 
that  upon  such  investigation  the  government  will  direct  what  justice 
may  require,  is  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  65, 1  did,  indeed,  say,  in  connection  with  this  case, 
"that  though  such  events  may  and  do  happen  in  every  foreign  country, 
they  are  unfortunately  common  in  Mexico,  and  their  frequency  is  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  comparative  impunity  of  the  offenders." 

The  Mexican  minister  seems  to  except  to  tliis  remark.  When  writing 
that  dispatch  I  was  not  forgetful  of  the  civil  war  through  which  Mexico 
has  so  recently  passed,  and  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  new  government 
to  restore  peace  and  order  throughout  the  republic.  I  think  that  no 
nation  has  showed  itself  more  just  and  liberal,  under  those  circumstances 
to  the  Mexican  authorities  than  the  United  States.  It  is  the  earnest 
desire  of  this  government  that  mutual  confidence  may  exist  between  the 
people  of  the  two  republics.  The  Mexican  government  cannot  be  una- 
ware that  very  sedtlous  efforts  are  made  by  its  enemies  in  the  present 
hour  of  its  trial  to  destroy  this  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Am^can 
people.  The  fact  that  murders  and  robberies  are  frequently  committed 
on  the  public  highways  of  the  country,  nothwithstanding  the  eflbrts  of 
the  Mexican  government  to  prevent  and  punish  them,  is  a  weapon  in 
the  hands  of  those  enemies  of  which  I  earnestly  desire  to  disarm  them. 

It  is  both  natural  and  right  in  itself  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  be  disturbed  and  excited  by  reiterated  complaints  of 
wrong,  indignity,  and  injustice  to  their  fellow  citizens  in  Mexico  as  iu 
other  foreign  countries.  I  seek  to  bring  this  painful  feet  to  the  attention 
of  the  Mexican  government. 

With  this  explanation  I  trust  that  the  remark  to  which  the  Mexican 
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minister  for  foreign  aftairs  refers  will  not  be  regarded  as  having  been 
made  in  a  spirit  either  unfriendly  or  unjnst  towards  Mexico. 

You  may  read  this  dispatch  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  give 
hiin  a  copy  of  the  same,  if  he  shall  desire  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Edwakd  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  (fee,  dtc.y  c&e. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  190.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  o/^Mexico,  September  18, 1868. 

Sir  :  The  fourth  constitutional  congress  of  Mexico  opened  the  third 
period  of  its  ordinary  sessions  on  the  16th  instant.  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith,  translations  of  the  discourses 
pronounced  by  the  President  of  the  republic  and  the  president  of  con- 
gress on  that  occasion. 

The  16th  of  September  is  the  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  Mexi- 
can independence,  and  is  the  day  appointed  by  the  constitution  for  the 
opening  of  the  first  period  of  the  regular  annual  sessions  of  congress. 

On  no  pre\ious  occasion,  however,  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  1857,  has  the  session  been  opened  on  that  day  either  a  want  of 
promptness  in  the  attendance  of  members  has  delayed  the  opening,  or 
war  has  prevented  their  assembling. 

But  this  year,  on  the  oth  instant,  the  day  designated  by  the  perma- 
nent deputation  for  the  commencement  of  their  customary  preparatoiy 
sessions,  for  the  purpose  of  organization,  a  quonim  was  already  present 
in  the  capital,  and  for  the  first  time  the  annual  session  has  been  com- 
menced on  the  day  designated  by  the  constitution. 

In  the  discourses  pronounced  on  this  occasion,  no  allusion  whatever 
is  made  to  the  foreign  relations  of  the  republic.  It  wjis  anticipated  that 
some  reference  would  have  been  made  to  the  conventions  recently  con- 
clnded  with  the  United  States,  but  they  are  not  mentioned. 

The  address  of  President  Juarez  gives  an  authoritative,  interesting, 
and  encouraging  account  of  the  political  situation  of  the  country ;  and 
that  of  the  president  of  congress  indicates  harmony  between  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  powers. 

The  opposition  to  the  administration  in  congress,  it  is  reported,  has 
been  diminished  in  numbers  during  the  recess  by  the  course  of  events, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  its  character  may  now  be  less  violent. 

The  question  of  the  material  interests  of  the  country  appears,  also,  on 
all  sides  to  be  receiving  more  attention,  and  a  very  general  hope  seems 
to  be  entertained  that  the  labors  of  the  present  session  may  be  produc- 
tive 6f  some  positive  progress  in  this  regard. 

I  have  the  he  nor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaHhington,  D.  C. 
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OPENING  OF  THE  MEXICAN  CONGRESS,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1868. 
Speeches  of  the  President  of  the  republic  and  of  the  president  of  congress. 
[From  the  Diftrio  Oficial,  Mexico,  September  16, 186&— TraDHUtion.] 
SPEECH  OF  PRESIDENT  JUAREZ. 

Citizen  Deputies  :  I  congratulate  you  with  great  satisfaction  upon  seeing  you  again 
assembled  together  to  discliarge  your  high  functions. 

Without  any  of  the  obstructions  of  past  times,  which  have  rendered  it  difficult  for 
the  representatives  of  the  i)eople  to  come  from  remote  points,  you  have  commenced  this 
new  period  of  your  labors  upon  the  precise  day  designated  by  the  fundamental  code. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  for  the  first  time  has  there  been  united  on  this 
day  two  great  motives  of  public  rejoicing,  and  of  flattering  hopes  for  the  future. 

We,  t<Miay,  jointly  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  indej)endence. 
affirmed  by  the  triumph  in  a  foreign  war,  and  the  new  meeting  of  congress,  which  dem- 
onstrates the  consolidation  of  the  republic,  and  the  tranquil  and  regular  march  of  our 
institutions. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  previous  period  of  the  sessions  of  congress,  the  campai^in 
the  sierra  of  Puebla,  to  repress  those  who  had  there  rebelled  against  thefunctionanee  of 
the  State,  was  pending. 

For  some  time  the  executive  employed  prudential  measures  without  avail,  having  in 
the  end  to  aid  efficaciously  the  authorities  of  the  State  in  compliance  with  its  constitu- 
tional duty. 

This  revolt  was  promptly  suppressed,  with  the  same  success  with  which  before  hid 
been  combated  those  that  had  occurred  in  other  States  against  the  local  authorities. 

These  disturbances  have  been  but  few,  and  less  than  what  was  to  have  been  feared 
after  a  civil  and  foreign  war,  that  so  profoundly  and  for  so  long  a  time  had  commoved 
the  nation. 

Now  there  only  exists  a  band,  few  in  number,  that  has  recently  revolted  in  Tamanli- 
pas  gainst  the  local  government,  and  that  cannot  occasion  any  serious  danger  in  that 
State,  where  peace  is  assured  by  sufficient  forces  of  the  federation. 

All  of  the  States  now  eiyoy  the  constitutional  regimen.  The  difficulties  that  existed 
in  Guerrero  having  been  adjusted,  the  people  have  been  convoked  that  they  may,  with 
full  liberty,  hold  the  special  elections  of  the  State. 

Tepic  is  still  continued  as  a  military  district  by  reason  of  its  special  circumstaneci; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  very  soon  permit  that  congress  should  occupy  itaelf 
with  this  affaic,  in  order  to  determine  what  it  may  judge  convenient. 

K  the  valor  and  loyalty  of  the  military  forces  of  the  Union,  which  have  repressed  the 
late  revolts,  merits  just  eulogiums,  combating  as  worthy  republican  soldiers,  it  is  al» 
just  to  observe  that  they  have  been  efficaciously  aided  by  the  good  spirit  of  the  people. 

With  great  reason  should  we  felicitate  ourselves  in  view  of  the  energetic  and  unani- 
mous aspiration  of  aU  of  the  people  of  the  republic  to  maintain  peace  and  to  eiqoy  its 
benefits  under  the  protection  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

Under  these  auspices  we  may  be  confident  that  no  difficulty  will  distract  the  attention 
of  congfess  from  its  important  labors  in  issuing  the  laws  that  are  required  by  varioiw 
branches  of  the  public  administration. 

The  government  will  co-operate  towards  this  end  by  means  of  various  initiatives. 

It  will  present  one  with  reference  to  the  protection  of  individual  ^arantees,  and 
another  with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  juries  in  the  federal  district  for  allcriiu- 
inal  trials. 

Another  is  being  prepared  with  reference  to  public  instruction,  and  another  with 
reference  to  the  courts  of  appeal  in  militaiy  trials. 

With  the  earnest  desire  that  our  legislation  may  be  soon  improved,  the  commissions 
charged  with  the  formation  of  projects  of  civil  and  commercial  codes  have  been  reor- 
ganized and  are  laboring  actively. 

The  commission  charged  with  the  project  of  the  criminal  code  has  continued  and  is 
very  far  advanced  in  its  labors. 

An  initiative  will  be  presented  with  reference  to  reforms  in  the  ordinances  for  the 
mints,  and  another  is  neing  prepared  with  reference  to  the  ordinances  for  public 
surveys. 

The  government  has  received  already  two  of  the  mints  which  were  rented,  having  for 
sometime  had  the  determination  to  make  now  new  leases  and  to  terminate  those  exist- 
ingas  fast  as  their  stipulations  will  permit. 

With  respect  to  the  new  routes  of  communication  decreed  by  congress,  the  ^^*^^*^fj 
surveys  have  already  been  made,  and  work  upon  them  will  very  shortly  lie  commenced. 

The  necessity  of  promoting  and  of  stimulating  material  improvements,  by  all  possihlf 
means,  being  so  fully  recognized,  congress,  in  this  important  subject,  will  meet  with 
the  most  zeSous  and  efficacious  co-operation  of  the  general  government. 
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Attending  to  the  condition  of  some  of  the  tax-payers  who  have  been  nnable  to  meet 
the  extraorainaiy  imposts  which  were  decreed  by  the  geueral-in-chief  of  the  army  of 
the  east,  on  accoant  of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed  before  the  termin- 
ation of  the  operations  of  the  war,  the  government  will  present  the  initiative  proposing 
that  the  payment  of  what  remains  due  shall  be  made  with  recognized  credits  of  the 
pttbhe  debt. 

The  payment  of  all  the  branches  of  the  administration  has  continued  to  be  made  with 
entire  regularity,  and  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  appropriations. 

Immeoiately  that  the  latter  commenced  to  be  in  force,  all  special  funds  ceased,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  made  by  congress. 

In  the  new  organization  oi  the  corps  of  the  military  divisions,  difficulties  have  oc- 
enrred  in  its  immediate  execution,  a  portion  of  the  forces  being  occupied  in  the  cam- 
paign of  the  sierra  of  Puebla,  and  others  disseminated  at  great  distances.  However, 
itluisbeen  directed  that  it  be  proceeded  with,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  holding  in 
reserve  the  initiation  to  congress  of  the  modifications  that  may  be  judged  necessary, 
and  withont  any  expenditure  having  been  made  above  the  sum  approved  in  the  appro- 
priation law,  which  the  government  has  taken  care,  and  will  take  care,  shall  be  exactly 
complied  with. 

The  people  that  have  defended  with  their  blood  our  free  institutions  have  imposed 
upon  the  public  authorities  the  constant  and  sacrcKl  duty  of  faithfully  observing  the 
eonstitntion  and  the  laws,  which  assure  the  rights  and  the  guarantees  of  the  citizens, 
and  are  a  sure  pledge  of  the  peace  and  the  progress  of  society. 

Receive,  citizen  deputies,  the  wishes  that  I  offer  for  the  success  of  your  deliberations, 
in  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  continue  to  seek  the  highest  good  and  prosperity  of 
the  republic. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  MR.  JTSTINO  FERNANDEZ. 

CmzEN  President  :  The  congress  of  the  Union,  after  a  period  of  legal  recess,  has 
retnraed  to  meet  again  to-day,  as  the  day  designated  by  the  constitution,  to  continue 
it*  legislative  labors,  and  exercise  the  important  attributes  of  its  elevated  charge ;  this 
aognst  ceremony  of  the  solemn  inauguration  of  its  sessions  coming  to  crown  the  fes- 
tivity of  the  dav  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  the  glories  of  the  country  and  those  or 
its  greatest  and  most  illustrious  sons  who  have  known  how  to  sacrifice  themselves  in 
its  behalf:     • 

The  soUcitons  diligence  and  strict  punctuality  with  which,  to  a  large  number  and 
from  all  of  the  States  of  the  federation,  their  representatives  have  repaired  hither  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  period  now  to  commence,  furnishes  a  new  proof 
that  republican  institutions  are  firmly  established  among  us,  that  such  alone  are  the 
iniatitntions  desired  by  the  i>eople,  and  that  in  them  alone  the  nation  founds  its  hope«  of 
)«ocial  reorganization  and  of  well  being  and  of  prosi)erity ;  and  also  furnishes  a  sure 
presage  that  the  citizen  deputies,  animated  by  the  same  patriotic  zeal  and  laborious 
activity  as  in  the  previous  period  of  sessions,  will  consecrate. themselves  in  this  to  com- 
ply fully  with  the  duties  of  their  honorable  commission,  with  entire  dedication  to  the 
same,  and  guided  always  by  the  highest  aspiratioits  for  the  public  good. 

Grand,  immense,  and  difficult  in  the  extreme  is  the  task  that  in  the  present  jieriod  of 
sessions  congress  has  to  discharge.  Innumerable  are  the  affairs  with  which  yb  should 
oecnpy  itself  and  varied  and  complicated  the  subjects  to  which  thoy  have  relation. 

Withont  indulging  the  hope  that  all  the  work  intrusted  to  its  charge  will  be  fully 
finished,  confidence  may  be  entertained  that  the  important  and  grave  affairs  which  re- 
mained to  be  discussed 'fi*om  the  previous  period,  and  which  only  for  want  of  dme  could 
not  be  submitted  to  its  deliberation,  will  now  be  the  object  of  preferential  attention. 

Such  are  the  projects  with  reference  to  organic  laws  without  which  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  constitutional  system  which  governs  us  regularly  and  perfectly  to  perform  its 
mnctions,  or  that  the  public  liberties  can  be  preserved  or  individual  guarantees  be 
aMured. 

Soch  are  those  that  refer  to  the  maintenance  and  consolidation  of  peace  and  the 
fctablisbment  of  personal  security ;  as  is  for  the  first  that  which  will  determine  the 
condition  and  fate  of  those  unfortunate  Mexians  who  offended  their  country,  lending 
aid  or  their  servic^i  to  the  intervention  or  to  the  empire :  and  for  the  second  that  which 
win  determine  the  proceedings  of  the  trial  and  the  penalties  with  which  highway-rob- 
bers and  kidnappers  shall  be  tried  and  sentenced,  that  horrible  leprosy  of  evil,  imiilanted 
amrnig  the  most  atrocious  of  the  criminals  by  foreign  adventurers  who  have  mixed  in 
onr  civil  dissensions. 

Such  are  various  projecta  with  reference  to  railroads,  especially  that  which  proposes 
to  unite  this  capital  with  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  which  will  est^iblish  the  general  basis 
and  conditions  under  which  concessions  may  be  made  in  the  future  to  empresarios  who 
shall  undertake  them ;  for  these  improvements  open  a  wide  field  to  labor,  and  upon 
than  depends  very  directly  the  well-being  of  a  multitude  of  persons,  and  they  will  con- 
tiibate  to  the  greatness  and  prosperity  of  the  republic. 
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Snch  are  also  yariotiB  projects  which  propose  to  encouras^e  and  protect  commerce  and 
industry,  mining  and  agriculture,  which  it  is  to  be  desired  shoula  be  treated  of  at  the 
same  time  in  omer  to  provide  that  all  these  branches  of  wealth  shall  pro8i)er  and  be 
developed  equally,  and  that  they  be  placed  in  the  most  perfect  harmony  the  one  with 
the  other. 

Such  are,  in  fine,  various  others  of  greater  or  less  importance  the  enumeration  of  whicb 
would  l>e  tiresome,  and  which  will  l>e  taken  into  consideration  in  the  turn  which  belongs 
to  them,  or  with  the  preference  which  may  be  accorded. 

Congre>88  will  also  occupy  itself  with  the  very  important  initiatives  which  have  just 
been  indicated  by  the  citizen  President,  and  with  all  that  may  be  brought  before  it  in 
the  course  of  its  sessions. 

In  this  respect  congress  should  express  how  satisfactory  it  is  to  it  that  the  ^vem- 
ment  makes  use  of  the  constitutional  faculty  of  initiating  new  laws,  or  asking  the 
repeal  or  reform  of  those  in  force. 

This  faculty,  exercised  with  a  profound  knowledge  of  what  may  prejudice  or  promote 
the  public  good,  is  one  of  the  most  solid  and  sure  guarantees  of  good  administrative 
order. 

Happily  congrcjis  can  dedicate  itself  to  the  discharge  of  it«  arduous  and  difficult 
labors  with  the  calmness  and  tranquillity  which  are  so  necessary  to  deliberative  bodies, 
in  order  that  their  labors  may  be  fruitful  and  their  resolutions  always  bear  the  seal  of 
the  most  clear  and  strict  justice.  So  at  least  this  assembly  is  led  to  hope,  by  the  expo- 
sition which  you  have  j list  made,  citizen  President,  of  the  orderly  manner  in  which  the 
affairs  of  the  republic  progress. 

You  have  assured  us  that  peace  is  re-established  in  all  its  territory ;  that  in  it  the 
constitutional  system  rules ;  that  the  appropriation  law  has  been  strictly  observed  in 
all  the  branches  of  the  administration ;  that  the  payments  of  the  treasury  have  been 
made  with  the  greatest  punctuality ;  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  public  debt 
has  been  redeemed ;  that  the  labors  are  prosecuted  with  zeal  in  opening  the  new  routes 
of  communication  decreed  at  the  last  period  of  sessions,  and  in  repairing  tlie  old ;  and  that, 
in  fine,  there  are  already  prepared  many  initiatives  whose  sole  enumeration  with  refer- 
ence to  what  they  embrace  (lemonstrates  the  great  and  decided  desire  which  the  gov- 
ernment entertains  to  improve  the  administration  of  public  affairs -and  place  it  on  a 
level  with  the  civilization  and  the  requirements  of  our  society. 

All  this  is  highly  satisfactory ;  all  this  contains  guarantees  of  good  succef^  for  the 
future ;  and  all  this,  in  fine,  demonstrates  unequivocally  that  there  is  morality  in  the 
administration,  and  a  true  and  enlightened  patriotism  on  the  part  of  those  who 
direct  the  public  affairs. 

For  this  congress  expresses  its  sincere  congratulationSj  and  it  offers  the  most  anient 
-wishes  that  the  most  complete  harmony  may  be  maintained  among  the  powers  of  the 
Union,  in  ordef  that  they  may  thus  be  dedicated  to  the  consolidation  of  peace  in  all  of 
the  republic. 

This  assembly  confidently  expects  that  the  government  will  dedicate  all  its  efforts, 
and  place  in  action  all  the  preventive  and  repressive  means  of  which  it  can  dispose,  to 
preserve  and  consolidate  this  peace,  conquered  at  such  a  cost,  and  which  is  the  most 
inestimable  good  which  is  now  hoped  to  be  eiyoyed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  as  without  it  there  cannot  be  security  or  tranquillity,  and  all  progrea 
and  well-ljeing  is  impossible. 

The  uationm  representation,  the  faithfid  interpreter  of  the  desires  and  aspirations  of 
the  people,  believes  that  it  satisfies  them,  makmg  tlus  energetic  recommendation  to 
the  government,  and  offering  it  at  the  same  time  its  most  firm  and  efficacious  co-oper- 
ation. 

With  positive  satisfaction  is  accepted,  citizen  President,  the  offer  which  you  hare 
made,  to  faithfully  guard  the  constitution,  and  comply  with  the  precepts  of»tne  law. 

This  ])rogramm'e,  strictly  observed,  will  be,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  the  bond  of  Ubeal 
union,  and  the  flag  under  which  there  will  cluster  at  the  side  of  the  government  all 
those  who  jirofess  progressive  priuciplei*  and  desire  the  advancement  of  our  society, 
and  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  the  republic. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  192.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  o/MexiWj  Septetnber  21,  ltS68. 
Sir:  On  the  16th  instant  Mr.  Mariscal,  late  charge  d'aflfoires  in  the 
United  States,  who  since  the  17th  of  June  last  has  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  minister  of  justice  and  public  instruction  in  the  cabiuet  of  Pres- 
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ident  Juarez,  retired  from  that  position,  and  took  his  seat  in  congress 
in  conaequence  of  his  election  as  a  member  of  tliat  body. 

On  the  17th  instant,  a  communication  was  addressed  to  congress  b^' 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations  in  the  name  of  the  President,  asking 
that  heense  be  conceded  for  Mr.  Mariscal  to  return  to  the  charge  of  the 
department  of  justice,  and  for  Mr.  Jos^  Maria  Iglesias,  minister  of  treas- 
nry  for  a  long  period  prior  to  the  entry  of  Mr.  Bomero  into  that  depart- 
ment, and  since  a  deputy  in  congress,  to  take  charge  of  the  depaitment 
of  government,  recently  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Vallarta. 

On  the  following  day  the  desired  leave  was  granted  in  both  cases  by 
congress,  without  discussion,  and  on  the  19th  instant  these  gentlemen 
entered  upon  the  charge  of  their  respective  departments. 

With  the  return  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  the  department  of  foreign 
relations,  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Iglesias  into  that  of  government,  and  the 
continuance  of  Mr.  Mariscal  in  that  of  justice,  the  cabinet  of  President 
Juarez  is  again  complete,  Mr.  Romero  remaining  as  minister  of  treasury, 
General  Mejia  as  minister  of  war,  and  Mr.  BsScarcel  as  nunister  of  fo- 
mento. 

All  of  these  gentlemen  are  old  and  tried  personal  friends  of  President 
Juarez,  and  most  of  them  have  been  long  associated  with  him,  and  while 
the  charge  is  urged,  by  the  opposition,  of  partiality  and  exclusivism  in 
the  selection  of  ministers,  the  cabinet  will  have  the  great  advantage  of 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  late  affairs,  and  entire  unity  of  action. 

The  administi^ation  is  also  believed  to  have  a  large  working  majority 
in  congress. 

The  late  proceedings  of  the  supreme  court  in  granting  leave  to  Mr. 
Lenlo  de  Tejada  to  continue  in  the  cabinet,  referred  to  in  my  dispatch 
No.  180,  of  the  12th  instant,  having  been  published  in  the  Diario  Oticial 
on  the  19th  instant,  I  am  enabled  to  transmit  a  translation^of  the  same 
herewith,  as  a  matter  of  interest  from  the  novelty  of  this  incident  as 
compared  with  the  practice  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedtent  servant, 

E.  L,  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtarij  J>.  C. 


THE  QITSTIOX  OF  GRANTING  LEAVE  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SU- 
PREME COURT  OF  JUSTICE  TO  REMAIN  IN  THE  CABINET  OF  PRESIDENT 
JUAREZ. 

[From  the  Diario  Oflcia],  September  19, 1866.— Trauslation.) 

•     SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  NATION. 

Minutes  of  the  9th  of  September y  18(58. 

Present,  the  citizens  Riva  Palacio,  who  presided ;  Lafragua,  Ordaz,  Cardozo,  Guzman 
( Simon)  Velasquez.  Zavala,  Garcia  Ram irez.  Attorney  General  Altamirano,  and  Solicitor 
General  Guzman,  (Leon.) 

The  preceding  minutes  having  been  approved,  the  following  communication  from  the 
hoction  of  chancelleria  of  the  department  of  relations  was  taken  into  consideration, 
which,  word  for  word,  is  as  follows : 

"  Peace  having  been  re-established  in  the  republic,  the  government  has  the  important 
duty  of  eonsoli(&ting  it,  and  to  comply  with  this  requires  the  co-operation  of  the  pi»r- 
M>n»  who,  as  ministers  of  state,  have  taken  part  in  the  carrying  out  of  its  action,  which 
haft  so  for  produced  happy  results. 

•*  Besides,  the  government  will,  in  many  cases,  have  to  inform  the  congress  of  the 
Union  in  its  proximate  sessions  of  the  antecedents  of  jmblic  affairs,  particularly  of  those 
relating  to  foreign  afiairs ;  and  to  do  this  with  the  promptness  and  correctness  that  is 
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due,  it  deems  it  desirable  that  there  should  serve  as  its  organs  the  persons  who  have 
assisted  as  heads  of  departments  during  the  period  of  the  war  against  the  fordgu 
intervention. 

**  In  view  of  the  foregoing  considerations  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has 
thought  proper  to  determine  upon  insisting  in  asking  the  leave  that  is  required  for  the 
citizen  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  separate  from  the  functions  of  president  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Justice,  in  order  to  take  charge  again  of  the  portfolio  of  foreign 
relations. 

"  In  compliance  with  this  determination  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  the  present 
note,  begging  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  account  of  its  contents  to  the  supreme 
court  for  the  eflfect  indicated. 

"  Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  September  7, 1868. 

"  MANUEL  AZPIROZ,  Chief  Clerk, 

"The  Citizen  Justice,  temporarily  preMdingy  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice,  prettent,^ 

The  presiding  officer  directed  that  the  preceding  communication  should  be  placed  in 
discussion. 

The  citizen  Solicitor  General  Leon  Guzman  proposed  that  the  discussion  be  suspended 
uutil  the  citizen  justices  who  are  not  present  at  tue  session  of  to-day  be  cited  toattemL 

This  motion  being  placed  in  discussion  was  rejected,  there  voting  in  favor  of  it  the 
citizens  Solicitor  General  Leon  Guzman,  Attorney  General  Altamirano,  Simon  Guzman, 
and  Cardozo;  and  against  it  the  citizens  Garcia  Ramirez,  Zavola,  Velasquez,  OnUz, 
Lafragua,  and  Riva  Palacio,  the  motion  therefore  being  lost. 

The  vote  was  then  proceeded  with  upon  the  question  whether  the  license  should  be 
conceded;  and  there  voted  in  the  affirmative  the  citizens  Garcia  Ramirez,  ZavoU, 
Velasquez,  Castillo  Velasco,  who,  not  being  present,  sent  his  vote  in  writing,  Ordai, 
Lafragua,  and  Riva  Palacio ;  and  in  tlie  negative  the  citizens  Solicitor  General  Leon 
Guzman,  Attorney  General  Altamirano,  Simon  Guzman,  and  Cardozoj  it  therefore  being 
accorded  that  the  license  should  be  conceded. 

The  citizen  Leon  Guzman,  in  giving  his  vote,  stated  that  he  de<iired  that  the  reasons 
should  api>ear  upon  which  he  based  it,  and  he  expressed  the  same  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  The  leave  that  is  solicited,  asked  by  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  necessary  to  concede,  as  it  is  asked  by  a  very  elevated  source,  and  the  per- 
son whose  license  is  solicited  is  to  dedicate  himself  to  the  public  service ;  but  it  should 
also  l»e  considered  that  if  it  is  the  will  of  the  citizen  President  that  Mr.  Lerdo  should 
aid  his  government  in  one  of  the  departments,  the  will  of  the  people  and  that  of  the 
national  congress  has  been  that  Mr.  Lerdo  should  act  as  president  of  the  court.  As 
between  the«e  two  desires  that  of  the  people  has  the  preference,  my  vote  is  that  leavi? 
))e  not  granted  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Teiada." 

In  the  order  when  the  vot«  of  the  citizen  Castillo  Velasco  was  to  be  accorded,  who, 
not  attending  in  person,  sent  his  vote  in  writing,  the  same  was  read,  and  it  having  been 
accordcMl  that  it  should  appear  ui>on  the  recorij  it  is  here  inserte<l,  as  follows : 

"  When  some  time  since  I  refused,  for  my  part,  the  leave  to  Mr.  Lerdo,  which  was 
solicited  by  the  <»xecutive,  that  he  might  separat-e  from  the  supreme  cimrt  of  justicr^ 
and  take  charge  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  I  was  le<l  to  vote  in  this  sense 
by  the  idea  that  the  separation  of  Mr.  Lenlo  from  the  government  being  effected  a 
change  of  cabinet  would  take  place,  and  with  it  a  change  m  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
nieut,  which,  wcording  to  my  humble  opinion,  being  based  in  exclusivism  and  in  the 
idea  of  the  infallibility  of  power,  enervated  the  progress  of  the  country,  and  impeded 
its  advancement. 

**  Wit  neither  a  change  in  the  cabinet  nor  in  policy  occurred,  and,  under  thetse  circum- 
stances, I  believe  that,  to  insist  ui>on  my  refusal  of  the  license  which  is  again  solicit*^! 
by  the  government  would  not  now  have  any  other  significance  than  a  repulse  merely 
]>ersonal  to  Mr.  Lerdo,  and  it  does  not  enter  into  my  thoughts  to  attack  iu(fivi<luals,bQt 
only  principles. 

*'  I  have  followed  and  shall  continue  to  follow  those  of  the  opijosition,  becanae  I  do  not 
agi'ee  with  their  practical  application  made  by  those  politicians  who  nroclaim  equally 
the  government,  and  those  that  in  practice  dissent  from  ita  mode  of  judgment ;  hot  I 
understand  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  majpstracy  there  an»  not  the 
necessary  means  to  obtain  from  the  executive  the  modifications  that  public  opinion, 
with  which  I  accord,  believes  to  be  just,  and  that  this  belongs  to  the  congress  of  the 
Union ;  because,  in  truth,  to  refiise  leave  to  a  magistrate  when  it  is  seen  that  such  reiiwal 
produces  no  practical  result,  and  cannot  infiuence  in  the  formation  of  the  cabinet,  as  can 
l»e  done  by  congress,  is  to  accept  the  disagreeable  part  of  the  affair  without  benefit  to 
the  republic. 

"It  is  for  these  reasons  that,  deploring  as  I  do  de|>lore  the  continuance  of  a  policy  with 
which  I  disagree,  I  have  desired  to  emit  this  vote  in  writing  in  order  that  it  should  be 
manifested  with  the  disinterestedness  and  loyalty  which  no  one  can  deny  to  me,  be- 
cause I  have  never  been  wanting  to  those  qualities. 
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"The  vote  in  fevor  of  leave  to  Mr.  Lerdo  is  interpreted  as  a  separation  from  the  oppo- 
sition, in  which  I  am  so  long  as  I  consider  it  just,  and  this  is  absurd ;  or  as  the  result 
of  a  bribery  which  only  can  be  believed  by  those  who  are  capable  of  receiving  it,  and 
with  respect  to  myself,  those  who  do  not  know  the  pride  of  my  poverty  and  the  immov- 
alile  firmness  of  my  political  beliefs,  of  which  I  have  given  proots. 

^The  vote  against  the  license  is  interpreted  either  as  the  expression  of  personal  ill 
will,  which  in  no  case  do  I  desire  should  be  attributed  to  me,  or  as  the  inert  expression 
of  a  despite  I  do  not  feel,  for  with  respect  to  myself  personally,  it  is  indifferent  whether 
one  citizen  or  another  governs,  as  I  always  hold  myself  aloof  even  from  the  residences 
of  those  in  power. 

"*  Under  these  circumstances,  and  assuming  that  the  policy  has  not  been  changed  on 
account  of  Mr.  Lerdo  having  left  the  department  of  relations,  that  the  court  has  no 
determined  legal  influence  to  obtain  a  change  of  cabinet ;  and  that  the  only  recourse 
'  that  it  might  exercise  has  much  that  is  offensive  and  nothing  of  efficacy  for  the  desired 
object  of  a  change  of  jMilicy ;  I  have  no  difficulty  in  conceding  the  leave  that  is  solicited 
by  the  government,  and  I  vote  in  this  sense. 

^Mkxico,  September  9, 1868. 

"  J.  M.  DEL  CASTILLO  VEL ASCO." 

On  the  motion  of  the  citizen  solicitor  general,  it  was  accorded  that  it  should  appear 
in  the  minutes  that  the  citizen  Ogazon  gave  notice  to  the  secretary,  in  order  that  it 
miffht  be  transmitted  to  the  tribunal,  that  he  could  not  be  present  at  the  session. 

On  motion  of  the  citizen  Riva  Palacio,  it  was  resolved  that  it  should  appear  in  these 
minutes  that  the  citizen  justices  who  have  not  been  present  at  the  session  of  to-day, 
had  knowledge  that  in  this  session  the  question  was  to  be  treated  of  conceding  or  not 
the  hcense  asked  by  the  executive  of  the  union  for  the  citizen  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  return 
t»  the  charge  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs. 

In  consequence  of  the  vote  with  reference  to  the  conceding  of  the  license,  it  was  ac- 
corded with  reference  to  the  communication  remitted  by  the  section  of  chancellaria  of 
the  department  of  relations,  in  the  following  terms : 

**  Let  it  be  answered  that  the  license  is  conceded." 

Mexico,  September  10, 1868. 

A  true  copy,  which  I  certify.  , 

LUIS  MARIA  AGUILAR, 

Secretary, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

No.  193.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexicOj  September  25, 1868. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inclose  to  the  department  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
Diario  Oficial  of  this  government,  of  yesterday,  in  which  certain  late 
documents  are  published,  from  wliich  it  appears  that  the  ex-General 
Banta  Anna  has  established  a  military  headquarters  in  Havana,  and  is 
seeking  to  prepare  from  there  military  expeditions  against  Mexico,  pro- 
ceeding both  directly  to  Vera  Cruz  and  by  way  of  the  United  Snites, 
proposing  to  avail  for  his  purposes  of  a  transit  through  the  United  States 
to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  and  the  use  there  of  our  territory  as  a  point 
of  departure. 

While  all  of  these  projects  of  Santa  Anna  are  now  of  utterly  impossible 
realization,  they  are  yet  the  means  of  mischief,  and  are  an  international 
annoyance,  inasmuch  as  deluded  Americans  may  be  drawn  into  such 
schemes  to  their  subsequent  peril,  and  the  authorities  on  our  frontier 
are  required  to  maintain  a  constant  vigilance  in  order  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  any  such  expeditions  from  our  territory. 

in  this  point  of  view  it  would  seem  that  there  should  be  a  limit  to  the 
extent  to  which  the  Spanish  port  of  Havana  can  with  propriety  be  used 
as  an  asylumfor  persons  engaged  in  such  movements,  and  much  less  for 
the  establishment  there  of  their  military  headquarters. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  department,  on  receiving  these  documents, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


590  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

will  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  in 
its  judgment  may  require. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLLMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  City  of  Mexico,  September  24. 1866.— Translation.] 

CONSPIRACY  OF  ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA,  IN  HAVANA,  AGAINST 
THE  MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. 

[Editorial  remarks.] 

We  publish  to-day  the  documents  relatinc  to  the  conspiracy  of  Santa  Anna  and  other 
traitors,  now  residing  at  Havana,  in  tlie  Island  of  Cuba. 

Tlie  eovemmeut  attaches  little  importance  to  those  machinations,  for  it  is  rea<ly  to 
meet  all  such  schemes ;  but  it  thiuks  i)roper  to  malce  the  facts  known.  The  cpuHpira- 
tors  boast  that  they  are  aided  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba.  Whether  this  W 
true  or  not,  the  presumption  is  that  the  authorities  there  connive  at  the  consnimry, 
otherwise  we  cannot  understand  how  military  i»reparations  can  go  on,  for  such  pur- 
poses, without  l)eing  known  to  the  police,  tluit  hnd  out  everytliing.  The  publications 
of  to-day  will  show  what  truth  there  is  in  the  i)reteuded  neutrality  of  the  Spaul&h 
authorities  in  Cuba. 


•  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE. 

I,  Pablo  Lopez,  notary,  certify  the  following  documents  in  the  suit  against  Cosine 
Padilla. 

Letter  of  A,  Taboada,  Santa  Annans  quartermaster  general y  to  Colonel  Cosme  PadiUa. 

"  Quarters  of  the  General-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  army  of  Restoration, 

"Bavanay  Cuba,  AuguM 'ily  1868. 
"  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  the  commission  of  colonel  of  infantry,  conferrwl 
upon  you  by  his  serene  highness,  m  the  belief  that  you  will  be  useful  to  the  nation.  I 
am  also  instructed  to  ad^nse  you  to  go  by  the  first  vessel  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  take  all  the 
men  you  can  get  to  go  with  you,  engaged  as  laborers  for  the  railroad.  Be  careful  how 
you  land,  and  bid  the  men  keep  silence.  As  you  are  a  man  of  sound  experience,  I  Mill 
give  you  no  advice.  If  you  need  aid  in  Vera  Cruz,  apply  to  Honorato  Dominguez  and 
Jos^  Prieto,  and  tell  them  the  general-in-chief  has  the  utmost  confidence  iji  them.  All 
who  engage  in  this  meritorious  work  will  be  well  rewanled.  His  serene  highness  will 
make  all  •  things  right  when  he  arrives  in  Vera  Cruz.  Whoever  heads  the  movement 
shalLbc  coumiander  of  Vera  Cniz. 

"  God  preserve  you.    Yours,  &c., 

"A.  TABOADA^' 

Second  letter  of  Antonio  Tahoada  to  Cosme  Padilla. 

"Havana,  August 92, 1868. 

**  Coi>ONEi. :  His  serene  highness  instructs  yon,  on  entering  Vera  Cruz,  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Ttrincipal  merchants,  and  ask  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  thero, 
to  be  sent  iiere  in  a  special  steamer.  You  will  inform  those  men  who  thus  contribute, 
that  they  will  be  well  paid  when  the  new  order  of  things  is  eMablished ;  but  that  Gen- 
eral Santa  Ann^  must  show  his  presence  in  Vera  Cruz  immediately,  to  attend  in  person 
to  the  great  plan  of  national  independence,  and  the  establishment  of  an  enUght4»Dt»il 
and  paternal  government. 

"  \ou  are  also  authorized  to  form  a  board  of  finance,  to  take  cfaarce  of  the  public 
funds,  and  repay  the  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We  have  determined  n\nm 
this  work  of  social  rej^eneration,  and  we  will  accomplish  it  at  the  risk  of  our  livw. 

"  Act  with  moderation  and  justice,  and  preserve  strict  discipline  among  your  sub- 
ordinates.   Our  motto  must  be,  projection  to  persons  and  property,  as  the  only  assurance 
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toa  people  who  have  never  eiyoyed  the  rights  common  to  other  civilized  nations^  though 
they  have  been  pronii»e<l  by  all  political  parties  for  more  than  half  a  centur>\ 

**A«  comnianaer-in-chief  of  the  ea8t«m  army,  you  will  collect  all  the  forces  of  the 
department  and  hoist  the  banner  of  independence  in  the  heroic  city  of  Vera  Cruz. 

"Do  not  neglect  to  inform  our  fellow-countrymen  of  the  infamons  treason  attempted 
by  the  notoriouA  Matias  Romero,  in  the  name  of  Benito  Jnarez,  by  offering  to  sell  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  our  mortal  enemy,  our  four  rich  departments  ot 
the  north,  to  be  paid  for  by  a  Yankee  protectorate,  pledged  to  sustain  Juarez  in  power, 
and  by  awmming  the  debts  of  Mexico  to  foreign  nations. 

**  This  fact  is  evidenced  by  a  letter  from  Romero  to  a  member  of  the  cabinet  at  Wash- 
ington, which  I  have  seen. 

**  We  expect  much  from  your  loyalty  and  patriotism  in  the  execution  of  this  import- 
ant miwion. 

'*  Yours,  &c., 

"A.  TABOADA.*' 

Proclamation  of  General  Taboada  to  the  people  of  Mexico, 

Mexicans:  The  powerful  hand  of  that  invisible  Being  who  rules  the  destinies  of 
nations  hjis  called  me  from  the  seclusion  in  which  I  had  resolved  to  live,  to  intrust  me 
with  a  mission  that  is  as  great  as  it  is  dangerous.  Believing  it  an  inspiration  from 
above,  I  nndertake  this  great,  imminent,  and  sacred  task — the  regeneration  of  a  people 
.on  the  verge  of  an  abyss,  into  which  they  might  fall  and  disappear  from  the  map  of 
free  and  ciWlized  nations. 

Yes,  Mexicans,  the  hand  of  God  guides  me ;  otherwise  my  insignificance,  my  little 
merit,  my  obscure  name,  and  my  humble  position  would  have  made  me  shrink  from  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  perilous  situation  in  which  our  unfortunate  countrj-  is  at 
present  placed. 

I)o  not  judge  of  my  advent  upon  your  shores,  my  fellow-countrymen,  with  your  hearts 
Ktill  bleetUng  from  the  wounds  of  vour  political  misfortunes;  but  judge  me  with  your 
wnwiences,  in  reason  and  in  truth.  Measure  my  actions  with  the  meter  of  justice ; 
look  back  upon  the  half-century  history  of  your  sanguinary  civil  wars ;  and  then  cast 
your  glances  ui>on  the  fiiture  that  is  offered  to  your  sight.  Do  not  rank  me  among 
n-yolutionists,  nor  class  me  with  the  representatives  of  any  political  party ;  neither 
think  that  rash  ambition  urges  me  to  take  up  arms  again  for  the  acquisition  of  power, 
w  frequently  contended  for  by  many  political  parties.  This  vain  stniggle  for  imlitical 
IJower  is  the  true  cause  of  all  our  sorrows.  No,  my  countrjTilen,  it  is  a  greater  anibiti(m, 
more  noble,  more  holy,  that  calls  me  once  more  among  you,  to  lernl  you  to  the  field  of 
honor,  of  duty,  and  of  patriotism.  Do  not  decide  against  me  yet ;  but  wait  for  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  the  development  of  ideas  yet  unrealized ;  then  judge  me,  and  take  the 
destiny  of  your  country  in  your  own  hancls. 

Our  present  most  urgent  duty  is  to  find  a  remedy  for  the  many  ills  that  afflict  our 
dying  lK>dy  politic ;  to  put  a  barrier  to  the  destruction  that  threatens  us ;  to  arrest  the 
demoralization  that  is  fast  leading  us  to  barbarism;  to  restore  tlie  empire  of  law,  juB- 
tioe,  religion,  and  public  order ;  to  assure  protection  to  natives  and  to  .foreignei*8 ;  to 
pr»'serve  the  precious  legacv  beiiueathed  to  us  by  our  heroic  ancest<)rs,  and  sealed  with 
their  blood,  and  which  we  nave  not  held  in  just  integrity. 

Can  this  end  be  gaineil  without  union,  fraternity,  and  harmony  T  Is  there  a  single 
Mexican,  however  obstinate,  who  will  not  waive  past  gnidges,  private  interests,  ami 
l>frsonal  ambition,  when  his  country  calls  him,  in  the  plaintive  tones  of  a  loving 
mother,  who  wails  the  outrages  of  her  own  children,  and  is  almost  ready  to  succumb  f 
I*  there  a  single  son  of  the  soil  who  would  hesitate  to  give  up  a  passing  power  ffft  the 
salvation  of  his  native  land  T  Is  not  the  painful  experience  of  near  fifty  vears  of  con- 
tinned  revolutions,  with  shameless  destruction  of  life  and  proi>erty,  enongli  to  make  us 
halt,  reflect,  and  join  together  in  one  last  effort  for  the  salvation  of  our  country  f 

What  can  we  expect  from  our  eternal  discord  ?  What  can  the  triumph  of  any  party 
or  any  candidate  for  place  and  po>Ver  offer,  when  sustained  solely  by  the  bayonet,  anil 
not  by  the  free  and  spontan'eous  will  of  the  nation,  that  cannot  be  heard  amid  the 
dangor  of  arms,  however  loudly  the  voice  may  be  sounded  ? 

B^ntiful  theories,  fallacious  promises,  high-sounding  phrases,  full  of  patriotism, 
nnmeaning  plans,  proclamations  filled  with  national  fervor,  glorious  deeds  of  bloodv 
wrifie,  brilliant  antecedents,  great  merits  for  high  positions,  everlasting  hopes — such 
an?  the  records  in  the  annals  of  our  terrible  history  ever  since  the  social  emancipation 
nf  Mexico — ever  since  our  independence.  And  wnat  have  we  accomjdished  f  What 
have  we  done  in  our  fifty  and  three  years  of  independent  existence  ?  We  have  torn  up 
oar  constitntions,  lacerate«l  the  vitals  of  our  country,  and  proved  to  the  world  that  we 
arc  not  worthy  of  independence ;  our  pen  has  written  falsehoods,  and  our  words  are 
not  worthy  of  belief;  there  is  no  re^jH'ct  shown  us,  for  our  acts  have  belie<l  our  promises, 
and  we  have  no  more  right  to  credit  from  abroad ;  wc  have  shown  that  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  self-government,  and  other  nations,  stronger  than  we  are,  have  ari-ogated  to 
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themselves  tho  rij;ht  to  absorb  us,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  oar  own  scandal  exhibiW 
before  the  world,  and  to  benefit  themselves  by  the  untold  wealth  that  God  has  hiddeu 
in  our  privileja^ed  soil,  and  which  we  have  misused  to  our  own  destruction  and  ruin. 

This,  my  deluded  countrymen,  is  the  laiueutable  picture  of  independeujt  Mexico ! 
this  the  history  of  our  political  existence !  this  the  vision  of  our  future! 

Will  you  continue  in  this  ruinous  career  f  Will  you  again  shed  your  brothers'  blood 
in  conteHt  for  a  power  that  belongs  to  none  of  you,  for  the  nation  gives  it  to  no  one 
man  f  Do  you  not  feel  humiliated  by  the  contempt  of  Europe,  and  even  of  your  brothers 
of  the  Western  Continent — the  country  of  Columbus?  Do  you  not  dread  the  maltnlic- 
tions  of  your  unborn  children,  who  will  have  no  country ;  the  ghosts  of  your  iatben 
that  will  rise  from  their  tombs  to  curse  you  with  their  malisons  f 

But  there  is  yet  time,  O  my  countrymen,  to  save  ourselves  and  regain  the  esteem  of 
civilized  nations,  for  I  believe  that  the  la^st  sentiment  of  honor  and  patriotism  has  not 
yet  been  extinguished  in  your  breasts.  I  believe  the  breath  of  life  still  stirs  in  tbe 
bosom  of  a  couimunity  that  was  almost  dead,  and  religious  faith  inspires  me  with 
hopes  of  salvation,  if  we  will  only  rally  round  the  sacred  banner,  which,  though  torn 
to  tatters,  still  waves  over  the  fragments  of  our  unhappy  land,  and  calls  us  to  defend 
it  with  all  our  former  gallantry.  \es,  that  blessed  banner,  borne  by  our  revered  auees- 
tors  in  their  struggles  to  make  us  indejiendent,  may  once  more  wave,  by  our  united 
elforts,  upon  the  battlements  of  the  pahice  of  the  Montezumas. 

Lot  all  Mexi(;aus  of  courage,  honor,  and  true  jiatriotism  assemble  now ;  hasten,  all  of 
you,  to  the  call  of  your  country,  now  ma<le  through  me;  lay  down  your  arms  and 
organize  your  government  by  force  of  speech ;  fori^et  your  rancors,  and  for  once  give  np 
your  personal  interests;  cast  away  the  assiissin's  dagger,  and  extinguish  the  inceudiarr 
torch  but  lately  in  your  hands,  and  resume  the  implements  of  agriculture,  the  tooU  of 
trjwle,  the  industry  of  commerce,  the  profits  of  science,  and  you  may  be  sure  you  will 
regain  your  freedom,  enjoy  the  seeurity  that  every  ruler  has  promised  and  none  ha.«» 
given,  and  when  peace  is  once  more  secured,  you  may  easily  elevate  your  countr>-t« 
the  pinnaele  of  glory,  power,  and  grandeur. 

ANTONIO  TABOADA. 

Another  proclamation,  not  signed: 

TO  ARMS,  Mexicans! 

The  work  of  Juarez  is  about  to  be  consummated;  the  loss  of  your  independence  i* 
ahnost  act'omplished;  your  nationality  cannot  survive  your  political  demise. 

Romero's  journey  to  the  United  States  is  now  known;  all  the  papers  of  the  neigh- 
boring republic  coutirm  the  terrible  truth,  and  begin  to  discover  the  sad  perspective  of 
your  future.  Will  j'ou  cowardly  yield,  without  a  single  struggle  for  your  iJalvatiou? 
Will  you  patiently  li^ar  the  heavy  chaiu,  fashioned  for  your  limbs  in  the  political  forg** 
of  the  white  hous<',  by  tliat  infamous  party  that  assumes  the  ui)pellatiou  of  liberal  f 

What  a  terrible  dentiny!  -A  nation  of  eight  millions  of  inhabitanta,  tliat  woidd  bt- 
invincible  if  united,  allows  itself  to  be  sold  to  it«  mortal  enemies  by  a  minority  faction 
that  ought  to.  be  smothered  by  national  indignation,  and  buried  forever  in  the  abyss  of 
its  own  (Times.  Unhappy  country  of  Montezuma  and  Iturbide!  Most  pn^cious  gem  iu 
the  continent  of  Columbus!  What  curse  of  God  ha«  been  breathed  upon  you  to  make 
your  chihlren  pollute  your  virgin  soil,  and  deliver  it  without  pity  to  the  t<»rrible  eajil** 
that  spreiuls  its  watchful  wings  above  you,  and  soars  in  anxious  exjiectatiuu  that  it** 
rea<ly  talons  will  so<m  hold  you  in  their  grasp.      ^ 

»Shanie  upon  such  people!  Eight  millions  of  Mt^xicans  are  beholding  in  crimiiiHl 
indolence  the  malicious  machinations  of  a  few  traitors  who  have  usurped  the  supreme 
powtT,  to  rob  you  of  your  social  and  political  existence,  wlule  one  milium  of  Paraguay- 
ans are  iistonishing  the  world  by  their  heroic  ett'orts  to  preserve  the  inheritance  of  their 
ancestors.  Where  are  your  Hidalgos,  Iturbides,  and  Guerreros f  Your  OsoUos,  Mira- 
moni'H,  and  Mi'jiiisf  Alas,  we  will  not  invoke  their  illustrious  namea,  lest  they  an?*- 
from  their  tombs,  and  beholding  our  shame,  lie  d()Wn  again  to  their  et-cmal  sleep,  and 
rei)ent  that  the  iirst  three  gave  us  a  country,  and  the  last  three  poured  out  their  bliKwl 
to  save  it  for  us. 

The  name  of  Mexico,  once  beloved  and  respected  by  the  whole  world,  because  it  wa-* 
believed  we  Mexicans  knew  how  to  be  independent,  and  would  place  our  country  iu 
the  rank  to  which  it  rightly  belongs,  is  now  the  scorn  and  execration  of  idl  the  uatiou> 
of  the  earth.  None  c^insider  us  worthy  of  bein|^  free,  and  we  are  abandoned  to  our  sad 
destiny.  If  there  are  any  brave  Mexicans  lelt,  they  will  hang  their  heads  in  deep 
humility  at  the  aspect  of  this  sad  reality. 

Is  that  sublime  sentiment  of  patriotism,  which  ennobles  and  eneonraees  nations,  ai]«l 
which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  save  us  now — ^is  that  feeling  extinct  m  your  iKistmi*  ? 
Do  you  not  dreiul  the  dominion  of  a  race  so  different  from  yours,  it»  rule  over  the  land 
that  gave  you  birth,  to  its  dictation  even  in  your  families,  and  that  is  sworn  to  your 
extermination  f    Will  you  suffer  this  grand  legacy,  sealed  by  your  fathers*  prwioiw 
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blood,  to  be  taken  from  yon,  and  your  children  left  without  a  country,  roaming  like  wan- 
dering Jews  over  the  face  of  the  earth  f  Will  yon  allow  the  star  spangled  banner  to 
intnide  once  more,  to  be  hoisted  again  over  the  palace  of  your  ancestors,  there  to  wave 
fortrtr  t  Will  yon  let  your  lovely  land,  the  sun  or  the  New  World,  be  transformed  into 
a  single  solitary  pallid  planet  to  light  a  small  comer  of  an  invading  banner,  the  flag  of 
jfour  eonqueron  t 

No,  my  countrymen!  arouse  yourselves  from  this  sad  sleep  of  lethargy  in  which  yon 
have  dozed  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  meditate  a  moment  on  your  sad  situation  and 
vour  hojieful  future,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  stop  your  eternal  party  contests  and  join 
in  defense  of  your  beloved  country.  Arm  yourselves,  and  with  the  banner  of  Iquala  for 
your  standard,  march  to  the  chastisement 'of  traitors,  and  fortify  your  independence  by 
the  organization  of  a  strong  and  durable,  enlightened,  and  paternal  government. 

The  contemptible  beings,  the  spurious  Mexicans  that  have  scattered  gore  and  mourn- 
ing  and  ruin  over  the  country,  and  now  rule  over  you,  are  the  same  souls  that  now 
seek  to  keep  the  supreme  power  in  their  hands,  by  asking  protection  of  our  bitter  ene- 
mies of  the  north,  and  offering  in  exchange  for  it,  our  richest  departments  on  the  north 
frontier,  so  that  ice  may  hare  the  honor  of  ^coming  ihtir  slaves. 

There  is  no  mistake  about  this  terrible  reality,  my  friends ;  read  the  Northern  papers 
and  vou  will  find  it  out ;  then  call  Juarez  and  Romero  to  an  account,  and  heed  these 
wonis  of  warning  addressed  to  you  by  a  fellow-countryman,  who  has  spent  many  drops 
of  bis  blood  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  whose  sole  ambition  now  is  to  die  in  defense 
of  its  inde}>endence. 

To  arms,  then,  Mexicans !  The  auspicious  moment  has  arrived !  The  country  calls 
you  to  defend  it  against  a  common  enemy.  Leave  your  homes,  quit  your  firesides,  for- 
get all  ancient  animosities,  and  join  in  concert  for  the  restoration  of  your  liberties,  so 
thac  you  may  deserve  the  right  of  reconstruction  according  to  the  suggestions  of  your 
free  wUl. 

Let  us,  then,  shout  for  Mexican  independence,  for  union  and  harmony,  for  peace,  and 
real  progress  I 

A  TRUE  MEXICAN. 

Note. — The  flourish  appended  to  the  above  proclamation  apx>ear8  to  be  that  of 
Taboada. 
Mexico,  September  21, 1868. 

InstmctUms  from  Santa  Anna  to  Oeneral  Bosque. 

1.  As  soon  as  General  Bosque  occupies  one  or  more  towns  in  Mexico,  he  will  promul- 
gate the  following  plan  without  alteration^  in  a  solemn  manner,  and  will  furnish  the  par- 
tisans of  public  order  with  means  to  make  demonstrations  of  patriotism,  such  as  acts 
favoring  the  plan,  &c. 

2.  He  will  endeavor  to  make  the  revolution  popular  and  acceptable  to  the  people,  and 
in  harmony  with  their  legitimate  interests. 

3.  He  will  always  bear  in  mind  that  the  chief  object  of  this  revolution  is  to  restore 
order,  thus  dift*eriug  from  the  depredating  revolutions,  called  liberal,  that  looked  to 
party  and  personal  gain,  and  distnrbiMl  order,  morals,  and  justice. 

4.  He  wm.  also  endeavor  to  make  the  revolution  general,  so  as  to  insure  its  definite 
success. 

5.  When  the  cities  are  occupied,  he  will  appoint  competent  civil,  military,  and  politi- 
cal authorities  to  conduct  their  administration. 

6.  Ife  will  see  that  such  authorities  are  subject  to  the  imperial  laws  now  in  force,  in 
political  and  civil  coses;  and  in  others,  ho  will  act  according  to  his  good  judgment. 

7.  Greneral  Antonio  Taboada  will  be  recognized  as  my  representative,  in  all  cases,  for 
the  good  of  the  nation. 

8.  He  will  give  a  report  of  his  orders,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  revolution,  addressed 
to  me  at  my  temporary  residence  here,  or  wherever  I  may  be. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 
Havana,  September^  1868. 

The  Plan,  or  Constitution. 

Whereas  the  constitution  of  1857,  now  observed  by  the  nation,  is  impracticable , 
becaose  it  takes  away  all  power  from  the  chief  executive,  when  energy  and  unity  of 
action  are  necessary  to  suppress  revolutions  that  have  disturbed  the  country  for  forty- 
seven  years ; 

And  said  constitution  deprives  individuals  and  corporations  of  political  rights,  while 
it  proclaims  the  most  advanced  principles  of  equality,  liberty,  ana  religious  toleration ; 

And  it  caused  the  revolution  of  1858,  and  the  empire  of  1863,  and  the  usurpation  of 
Juarez  in  1867; 
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And  whereas  Benito  Juarez  had  no  right  to  extend  his  administration  after  the  30th 
of  November,  1865)  thus  violating  the  constitution  he  had  sworn  to  support ; 

And  the  present  political  and  social  situation  of  the*nation  is  intolerable,  as  it  oper- 
ates against  the  religion  of  onr  fathers,  and  puts  Mexico  in  enmity  to  all  civHued 
nations,  reducing  the  country  to  isolation  and  barbarism ; 

Whereas  the  nation  ought  to  have  a  chief  of  merit  and  known  antecedents,  who  can 
lead  it  back  into  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  justice ; 

And  whereas  that  person  ought  to  be  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  the  well-desenr- 
ing  hero  of  his  country,  who  achieved  its  independence : 

Therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  have  determined  to  proclaim  the  following  political 
plan,  and  to  call  on  the  nation  to  adopt  it : 

Abticle  1.  We  hereby  disavow  the  constitution  of  1857  as  the  fundamental  law  e 
the  Mexican  nation,  and  order  that  it  cease  to  be  accepted  wherever  the  present  plan 
is  adopted. 

Aat.  2.  All  public  x>oweT  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  administration  of  Jus- 
tice shall  be  exercised  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  restoration,  wherever  this 
plan  prevails. 

Art.  3.  Chieft  who  approve  of  this  plan  and  are  willing  to  support  it,  shall  act  as  del- 
egates of  the  general-in-chief,  in  their  respective  localities,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
this  plan. 

AitT.  4.  The  well-deserving  General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  is  proclaimed  f^n- 
eral-in-chief,  and  a  copy  of  this  instrument  shall  be  sent  to  him,  wherever  he  may  be, 
hoping  he  will  accept  the  place  offered. 

Art.  5.  When  the  capital  of  the  nation  is  occupied  by  the  army  of  restoration,  and  the 
general-in-chief  has  established  his  headquarters  there,  all  local  commanders  shall  be 
subject  to  his  orders,  and  shall  acknowledge  him  as  supreme  chief  and  common  center. 

Art.  6.  So  soon  as  the  general-in-chief  tninks  proper,  he  will  renew  the  interroniw 
with  foreign  nations,  but  not  allow  them  to  disturb  the  independence  and  integrity  of 
the  nation. 

Art.  7.  Five  years  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  or  sooner,  if  the  general-in-cbief 
thinks  proper,  a  convention  of  the  people  shall  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  forming  i 
constitution. 

Art.  8.  When  that  constitution  is  promulgated,  the  discretional  powers  conferred 
upon  General  Santa  Anna  shall  cease. 

The  preceding  documents  were  intercepted  at  Matamoras,  sent  to  Monterey,  and 
thence  transmitted  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  14th  September,  1868,  by  General 
Geronimo  Tre^dfio. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Plumb. 

^"0. 105.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  30, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  give  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  which  has  been  received  by 
me  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iu  relation  to  existence  on  tlw 
Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free*  from 
import  duties  on  commerce.  This  condition  of  things  the  SecretaTT  of 
the  Treasury  thinks  cannot  be  benelicial  to  Mexico  while  it  is  iujurioai) 
to  the  revenue  system  of  the  United  States.  This  subject  will  be  far 
better  understood  at  Mexico  than  it  can  be  here.  It  is  not  our  right  to 
require  Mexico  to  modify  her  tariff  laws  for  our  convenience ;  nevertheless 
it  is  the  custom  among  friendly  nations  to  give  respectful  attention  to 
suggestions  mutually  made  of  that  character.  You  may  cotifer  with  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  that  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servient, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  dke.j  drc,  dre. 
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Mr.  MeCulloeh  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasury  DsPARTBfENT,  September  26, 1868. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the 
2l8t  instAQt,  ftom  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Beldon,  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  reference  to  the 
existence  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  Rio  Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is 
free  to  commerce. 

It  is  alleged  by  Mr.  Beldon,  and  it  has  also  been  represented  to  the  department 
through  other  sources,  that  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  such  free  belt  of  country,  the 
loss  to  the  revenue  by  means  of  smuggling  is  immense  and  continually  increasing,  and 
that  it  seriously  affects  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  portion  of  the  United  States 
which  borders  on  the  Bio  Grande, 

In  view  of  these  representations,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  brin^  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  authorities  the  exemption  of  that 
section  of  country  lymg  in  the  immediate  proximity  to  the  United  States,  from  customs, 
duties,  and  exactions  which,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  are  enforced  throughout  the  residue 
of  the  republic,  thus  inviting  importation  of  merchandise  with  a  view  to  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  United  States  without  the  payment  of  duty^  and  imposing  a  heavy  expense 
on  the  United  States  government  for  tne  protection  or  the  revenue  on  that  frontier, 
without  any  corresponding  benefit  to  Mexico,  that  I  can  perceive,  which  would  Justify 
a  measure  so  iigurioas  to  a  neighboring  and  mendly  power. 
I  am,  very  respectfrilly, 

H.  Mcculloch, 

Seoretarjf  of  the  JVmeurg, 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  BeUUm  to  Mr.  MoCulloch. 

Washington  Cnr,  D.  C,  September  21, 1868. 

Sir  :  Some  time  in  the  year  1857  or  1858  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas, 
Mexico,  issued  a  decree  authorizing  the  merchants  and  citizens,  inhabiting  the  strip  of 
territory  embraced  in  the  portion  of  the  State  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kio 
Grande  to  its  furthest  bpundary,  and  from  the  river  inSind  for  two  leagues,  to  intro- 
duce, fr«e  of  duty,  merchandise  of  all  classes. 

This  is  known  as  the  zona  librej  (free  belt,)  and  the  decree  of  the  governor  was  in 
operation  for  three  years  before  it  was  ratified  by  the  general  government,  and  is  in 
full  force  at  this  time,  notwithstanding  the  protests  of  the  cities  of  Tampico  and  Vera 
Cruz  against  it  as  partial  and  ui^nst.  The  government  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refuse 
any  demand  of  the  frontier,  because  of  the  neroic  defenses  which  the  inhabitants  had 
made  against  Carvtgal  and  other  raiders.  The  merchandise  introduced  under  this 
decree  is  required  to  pay  duties  onl)i  when  exported  from  the  zona  Hbre  to  the  interior 
of  Mexico,  or  to  the  United  States  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  effect  has  been  most 
disastrous  to  the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Brownsville,  and  other  towns  on  our  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  as  well  as  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  No  arg^ument  is 
required  to  prove  this,  nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  immense 
amount  of  contraband  trade  upon  the  frontier,  the  inducement  to  which  are  irresisti- 
ble to  such  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  it,  particularly  in  lianors  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, which  can  he  purchased  at  Matamoras  at  a  very  small  advance  over  the  foreign 
cost,  and  their  introduction  into  the  United  States  at  some  point  in  an  extended  frontier 
of  upwards  of  nine  hundred  miles  cannot  be  prevented. 

Pnor  to  the  existence  of  this  decree  the  amount  of  merchandise  in  the  United  States 
bonded  warehouses  at  Brazos  de  Santiago  and  Brownsville  ranged  from  one  to  three 
millions  of  dollars,  but  since  that  period  the  trade  has  dwindled  to  such  a  point  that 
the  cnstom-hoose  there,  instead  oi  being  a  means  of  revenue,  is  an  expense  to  the 
United  States. 

For  the  removal  of  this  incubus  upon  the  trade  of  the  citizens  of  our  frontier,  they 
are  without  power,  but  think  that  the  relations  which  have  existed  between  the  gov- 
ernments of  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  since  the  passage  of  the  decree,  will  Justify 
prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  terminate  so  flagrant  an  ii^ustice. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAMl.  A.  BELDON, 

Cf  BroumevUlef  Texae. 

Hon.  HUOH  McCULLOCH, 

Secretary  of  the  Dreantry. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Betcard. 

No.  197.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  October  2, 1868. 

Sm :  In  dispatch  No.  75,  of  the  8th  February  last,  1  advised  the 
department  of  the  appointment  by  this  government,  of  a  commission  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  tariff. 

This  commission,  it  seemed  then  to  be  expected,  would  report  in  time 
for  the  new  tariff  bill  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  executive,  at 
the  April  session  of  the  present  year;  but  up  to  the  present  moment 
their  labors  do  not  appear  to  have  been  completed. 

The  pendency  of  such  a  measure  has  naturally  tended  to  delay  impor- 
tations, and  the  government  has  now  published  a  notice,  that  while  the 
contemplated  change  in  the  tariff  relates  mainly  to  its  simplification  and 
the  placmg  of  the  different  duties  in  one  sole  rate,  and  it  is  not  designed 
to  raise  or  to  lower  the  duties  now  collected,  that  under  any  circumstances 
it  is  not  probable  the  new  tariff  can  be  completed  so  as  to  go  into  opera- 
tion under  a  year  from  the  present  time. 

I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  this  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


OFFICIAL  statement  REGARDING  THE  PROPOSED  NEW  TARIFF. 
[From  the  Diario  Oflcial,  city  of  Mexico,  September  30, 1868.— TnmalAtion.] 

CHANGE  OF  TARIFF. 

» 

It  haa  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  BQpreme  govemment  that  one  of  the  oausee  t^ 
has  coutributed  to  the  present  bad  condition  which  is  observed,  of  commerce,  occa- 
sioned by  the  paralyzation  of  mercantile  transactions,  is  the  expectation  that  a  d«t 
tariff  will  soon  Xw  issued,  changing  the  duties  upon  various  articles,  which  would  deter- 
mine anv  combinations  now  made  by  the  importing  houses. 

It  is  also  assisted  that  in  some  ports,  as  in  Vera  Cruz,  information  is  even  had  as  to 
the  rates  fixed  in  the  new  tariff  upon  articles  of  principal  consumption. 

The  govemment  desiring  to  calm  the  fears  that  ihay  exist  on  this  account,  we  liaetoi 
to  state^  with  the  proper  authorization,  that  the  principal  object  proposed  by  the  exe- 
cutive m  coutemplatuig  a  reform  in  tne  tariff,  was  that  of  simplifying  that  now  in 
force,  reducing  to  a  single  quota  the  duties  which  in  conformity  with  it  are  collected, 
simplifying  so  far  as  possible  the  operations  of  commerce  and  of  the  custom-houses,  »od 
at  once  mlopting  the  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  which  in  conformity 
with  our  legislation  has  to  be  observed  in  the  republic.  It  was  not  contemplated  to 
raise  or  to  lower  the  duties  that  are  now  collected  upon  foreign  merchandise. 

The  commission  appointed  by  the  executive  to  prepare  the  project  of  the  pew  tariff 
has  not  informed  the  department  of  treasury  that  it  has  concluded  its  labors.  When 
the  result  of  its  labors  shall  be  submitted,  the  govemment  will  consider  the  same,  will* 
the  interest  and  the  deliberation  that  so  important  an  affair  requires. 

It  will  hear  the  opinion  of  the  principal  custom-houses  of  the  repubhc,  of  the  press, 
and  of  the  national  and  foreign  commerce,  before  conce<iing  to  the  project  its  sanction, 
and  in  every  case  it  will  take  care  to  avoid  that  there  shalfresult  u*om  it  prejudices  to 
the  merchants  who  have  made  their  orders  in  conformity  with  the  tariff  now  in  force. 

It  is,  therefore,  almost  certain  that  supposing  there  should  be  some  alterations  in  the 
duties  now  collected,  which  is  not  probable,  the  new  tariff  could  not  commence  to  be  in 
force  under  a  year,  and  that  for  this  reason  legitimate  commerce  baa  nothing  to  fear  in 
now  making  orders  based  upon  the  present  tsuiffl 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Ko.  198.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexi4X>j  October  2,  1868. 

Sir:  While  not  desiring  to  give  too  much  importance  to  such  indica- 
tions, yet  under  the  necessity  which  exists  in  this  country  for  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  capital,  experience,  and  skill,  in  industrial  enterprises, 
no  thoughtful  observer  of  what  is  passing  in  Mexico  can  fail  to  notice, 
and  no  well-wisher  of  this  country  can  fail  to  regret,  the  policy  evinced  in 
the  first  law  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  at  the  present  session,  in 
the  restriction  contained  therein  that  engineers  to  be  emi>loyed  upon  a 
certain  public  work  must  be  Mexican. 

This  provision  was  adopted  by  a  very  large  vote,  although  the  special 
attention  of  the  chamber  was  called  by  a  deputy  to  the  impolicy  of  such 
restriction. 

I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  translation  of  the  bill  referred  to  and  of  the 
remarks  made  in  congress  upon  this  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wanhington,  D.  C. 


DECREE  OPENING- A  WAGON  ROAD  FROM  THE  CITY  OF  DURANGO  TO  THAT 

OF  MAZATLAN. 

[From  the  Diario  Oftcial,  Mexico,  September  30, 1868.— TranftUtion.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FOMENTO,  COLONIZATION,  INDUSTRY,  AND  COMMERCE, — SECTION  3.   . 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  follow- 
ing decree :  • 

Benito  Jnarez,  consitutlonal  Pr&sident  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known,  that  the  Congress  of  the  Union  has  thought 
proper  to  decree  the  following : 

The  Congress  of  the  Union  decrees : 

Article  1.  A  wagon  road  shall  be  opened  from  the  city  of  Durango  to  that  of  Mazat- 
Ian,  passing  by  the  Sierra  Madre. 

Art.  2.  The  exiHjnses  of  the  work  shall  be  covered  by  the  federal  treasury,  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  being  assighecl  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be  takeu  from  the 
sum  specified  for  roads  in  tlie  appropriations  for  the  departmeut  of  fomento. 

Art.  3.  The  executive  will  proceed  immediately  to  appoint  a  commission  of  Mexican 
engineers,  who,  after  a  survey  of  the  line,  will  form  the  plan  of  the  work,  and  upon 
the  approval  of  the  same  by  the  department  of  fomento,  the  work  shall  be  commenced. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  September  22,  1868. 

JUSTING  TERNANDEZ,  President 

JOAQCiM  Baranda,  Secretary. 

Juan  Sanchez  Azcona,  Secretary. 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  giving  to  it  the  due 
compliance. 
Palace  of  the  general  go>iuinm£NT,  Mexico^  September^.  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Bi^s  Balcarcel, 

Minister  of  FamentOj^c. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Lidependouce  and  liberty !    Mexico,  September  25,  1868. 

BALCARCEL. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  REP0ET-SE8SI0N  OF  THE  22d  OF  8EPTEMBEB,  1868. 
[From  the  Siglo  XTX,  Kex&oo,  September  83, 1868.— TnuiBUiti<m.^Extr»et  ] 

The  Secretary^  Mr.  Sanchkz  Azcona.  The  debate  will  continoe  upon  the  project  of 
a'road  between  DuranTO  and  Mazatlan. 

Article  second  is  under  discussion.  The  article  was  approved  by  one  hundred  and 
ei^t  votes  againt  one. 

Mr.  Sanchez  Azcona,  secretary.  Article  3.  "The  executive  will  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  api>oint  a  commission  of  Mexican  engineers,  who,  after  a  survey  of  the  line^ 
will  form  the  plan  of  the  work,  and  upon  the  approval  of  the  same,  the  work  shall  be 
commenced.^'    It  is  open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  Barraoan.  The  article  which  is  under  consideration,  contains  an  exclusivism 
in  the  requirement  that  the  engineers  shall  be  Mexican.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  are 
prejudiced  against  foreigners ;  out  if  we  are,  we  should  not  say  so.  Nor  should  we 
appear  as  if  we  desired  to  exclude  them  from  our  society,  when,  on  the  contrary,  we 
desire  to  attract  them. 

I  beg  that  the  committee  will  reform  the  article  in  the  sense  that  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Sanchez  Azcona,  secretary.  Are  there  any  who  desire  to  speak  f  Shall  the 
vote  be  taken  t 

Yes. 

The  vote  is  upon  the  approval  of  the  article. 

It  resulted — ^affirmative,  one  hundred ;  negative,  fourteen. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  203.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  October  8, 1868. 

Sib:  The  annual  report  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  treasury  was  pre- 
sented to  congress  under  date  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  is  published  in  the 
Diario  Oflcial  of  the  3d  and  4th  instant.  I  transmit  a  copy  to  the  de- 
partment by  this  mail. 

From  this  report  it  appears  that  the  total  receipts  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment for  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  viz:  from  the  Ist 
January  to  the  SOth  June,  being  the  second  half  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 
were  $9,907,336. 

This  amount  is  stated  to  have  been  derived  from  the  following 
sources; 

Creneral  treasury,  direct  payments $26, 868 

Proceeds  of  nationalized  property 276, 747 

Stamped  paper 1, 030, 468 

Direct  contributions  in  the  federal  district 352, 569 

Custom-house  of  this  capital 1, 026, 315 

Post  oflB  ces 384, 682 

Department  of  fomento,  direct  payments 13, 421 

Fund  of  public  instruction 133,627 

Chancellaria : 1, 558 

Maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses 6, 715, 881 

Treasury  collection  offices 518, 847 

Mints,  assay,  and  duties  on  silver 426, 413 

Total 9,907,336 

For  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  data  is  incomplete.  The  city  of 
Mexico  was  occupied  by  the  liberal  forces  under  General  Portirio  Diaz 
on  the  2l8t  of  Jane,  1867,  but  the  constitutional  government  did  not 
return  to  the  capital  until  the  15th  of  July,  and  it  was  only  at  the  end 
of  July  and  in  August  that  many  of  the  federal  collection  offices  were 
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re-established,  and  some  of  tbe  maritime  custom-bouses  did  not  come 
into  tbe  possession  of  tbe  government  until  after  tbe  reoccupation  of  tbe 
capital. 

It  is  estimated,  bowever,  tbat  tbe  receipts  for  tbe  first  balf  of  tbe  fis- 
cal year  did  not  fall  sbort  more  tban  one  million  and  a  balf  of  those  of 
the  second  half,  thus  making  an  estimated  total  of  receipts  for  tbe  year 
ending  30th  June  last,  of  $18,300,000. 

It  is  estimated  tbat  of  the  total  receipts,  even  for  the  last  half  of  the 
year,  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  failed  to  reach  tbe  control  of  tbe  govern- 
ment, having  been  nsed  by  state  or  other  authorities. 

From  the  receipts  for  the  past  year,  in  estimating  for  the  future,  it  is 
stated  there  will  have  to  be  deducted  several  items  of  revenue  which 
have  only  a  temporary  character,  such  as  the  proceeds  of  fines  and  con- 
fiscations, proceeds  of  nationalized  property,  delayed  contributions,  &c. 
The  reduction  also,  made  by  the  suppression  in  the  appropriation  bill 
passed  by  congress  at  tbe  close  of  the  last  session,  of  certain  imposts 
previously  existing,  is  estimated  at  some  $800,000. 

With  the  revenue  that  has  thus  far  been  realized,  it  is  stated  (I  trans- 
late from  the  report)  tbat  ^^for  the  first  time  in  many  years  it  has  been 
si^n,  actually  repeated  in  a  series  of  months  tbat  includes  tbe  bad  sea- 
son in  the  ports,  tbat  tbe  general  treasury  has  paid  in  full,  at  tbe  end  of 
every  fortnight,  their  salaries  to  the  civil  list,  and  every  fortnight  in 
advance  to  the  military.  The  employes,  and  the  part  of  the  army  that 
from  not  residing  in  the  capital  do  not  receive  their  pay  from  said  office, 
have  yet  been  attemled  to  with  no  less  regularity."  The  expenditures, 
it  is  stated,  however,  absorb  all  tbe  receipts,  and  this  without  making 
any  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  tbe  public  debt. 

Under  this  bead  the  minister  of  treasury  states: 

The  government  also  believes  it  to  be  its  duty  frankly  to  manifest  to  congress  tbat  it 
does  not  consider  that  with  the  imposts  now  collected  in  the  nation,  it  is  possible  to 
resume  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt.  To  obtain  this  result  it  will  be  neees- 
safy,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  executive,  to  impose  new  contributions,  or  to  wait  until 
the  cwnaolidation  of  order  and  peace  in  the  republic  shaU  render  it  possible  to  reduce 
the  army  and  the  expenses  it  occasions ;  unless  some  sudden  development  of  the  great 
resources  of  the  country  shall  be  attained,  in  which  case  the  revenue  from  the  present 
imposts  would  give  sumcient  to  meet  that  requirement. 

In  this  situation  it  appears  tbat  tbe  system  entered  upon  under  tbe 
decree  of  the  30th  November  of  last  year,  establishing  auctions  for  the 
buying  in  of  tbe  bonds  of  tbe  public  debt,  is  considered  as  highly  desira- 
ble. It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  there  have  been  held  since  that 
date  more  tban  four  of  these  auctions  for  the  foreign  debt,  and  five  for 
tbe  interior  debt.  Of  tbe  English  and  Spanish  bonds,  it  is  stated 
$1,093,414  have  been  bought  in  at  a  cost  of  $204,995,  and  of  tbe  bonds 
of  the  interior  debt,  $1,026,827,  at  a  cost  of  $85,842. 

These  are  considered  in  tbe  report  as  highly  satisfactory  financial 
results. 

It  is  stated  by  tbe  minister  of  treasury  in  this  report  with  regard  to 
their  bonds  issued  in  the  United  States,  of  which  it  is  stated  there  are 
outstanding  $2,425,450,  tbat  ^Hbe  government  would  have  made  a  su- 
preme effort  to  pay  the  interest  on  these  bonds  in  consideration  of  their 
privileged  character,  if  it  had  not  been,  as  I  have  already  stated,  tbat  it 
has  ap|)eared  to  it  unjust  to  prefer  some  to  tbe  prejudice  of  others,  and 
because  its  circumstances  have  not  permitted  it  to  pay  the  interest  of 
aU.» 

With  reference  to  reduction  of  imposts,  or  changes  In  tbe  revenue  sys- 
tem of  tbe  country,  tbe  report  states : 

The  government  recognizes  that  there  is  much  to  improve  in  the  system  of  imposts 
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now  in  force  in  the  republic ;  it  does  not  yield  to  any  one  in  its  desire  to  take  part  in 
the  ffteat  work  of  reforming  this  legislation ;  but  it  believes  that  all  else  sbtmld  be 
saciineed  to  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  until  this  is  fonnd  solidly  guaranteed  it  i»  not 
time  to  think  of  radical  reforms,  which  have  the  great  peril  of  destroying  what  exists 
without  establishing  anything  real  in  its  place. 

The  notice  of  delay  with  reference  to  the  proposed  reform  of  the  tariff, 
of  which  I  aiivised  the  department  iii  my  dispatch,  No.  197,  of  the  2d 
instant,  is  repeated  in  the  present  report.  It  is  stated  therein  that  "in 
DO  case  is  it  probable  that  the  new  tariff  can  commence  to  have  effect 
under  a  year." 

As  in  the  notice  published  it  was  stated  that  it  was  not  the  design  to 
raise  or  to  lower  the  amount  of  the  duties  established  under  the  existing 
tariff*,  but  to  simplify  them  and  to  establish  a  single  import  duty  in  place 
of  the  various  additional  duties  now  in  force,  so  much  delay  in  a  matter 
of  mere  reform  appears  singular. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  report  to  the  necessity  of  establishing -light- 
houses in  the  Gulf  and  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  repcrt  also  states  as  follows: 

The  government  of  the  State  of  Sonora  has  solicited  the  opening  to  foreign  commerce 
of  the  port  of  Libertad^  in  the  Gulf  of  California.  The  opening  of  this  port  may  pro- 
duce essential  advantages  to  that  State  and  to  the  nation  in  general,  a«  it  wouldprob- 
ably  be  the  route  of  communication  with  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  where  the  miniDg 
interest  is  taking  great  uroportions.  The  government  is  occupied  in  carefully  examin- 
ing the  antecedents  of  tnis  affair,  in  order  to  proceed  in  the  orbit  of  its  faculties  in  the 
manner  that  it  may  believe  most  advantageous  to  the  national  interests. 

Among  the  faculties  conferred  uiwn  the  President  of  the  republic  by 
the  Mexican  constitution,  is  the  following,  article  58,  clause  14: 

To  open  all  classes  of  ports,  establish  maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses,  and  desig- 
nate their  location. 

It  is  therefore  entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the  executive  to  open 
the  port  of  Libertad  at  any  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Sonora^  in  favor 
of  the  opening  of  this  port,  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  before  the  gov- 
ernment for  now  upwards  of  a  year;  there  should  be  some  hope,  there- 
fore, of  action  in  the  matter  at  no  very  distant  day. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  at  this  time  last  ye^r,  I  have  not  failed,  as  often 
as  propriety  would  permit,  to  commend  to  the  consideration  of  this  gov- 
ernment the  i>olicy,  as  well  as  the  advantage  to  Mexico,  of  the  opening 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  of  the  transit  across  Souora  into 
the  Territory  of  Arizona. 

When  applying,  under  your  instrugtions  of  the  15th  September,  1867, 
for  the  transit,  by  way  of  Guaymas  or  Libertad,  of  United  States  army 
supplies  destined  for  Arizona,  which  was  gi*anted  by  way  of  Guaymas, 
I  at  fhe  same  time,  in  my  conversations  with  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  urged 
the  propriety,  as  a  measure  of  good  policy  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment, which  would  be  appreciated  by  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  free  opening  of  both  lines  of  transit,  not  merely 
for  military  supplies,  the  prox)erty  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  but  for  all  commerce. 

Such  measures,  however,  have  thus  far  been  acted  upon  very  slowly 
here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  titate,  Washington^  D.  C 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  204.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Citi/  of  Mexico,  October  9,  1868. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  instruction  contained  in  your  dispatch 
No.  95,  of  the  31st  August  last,  relating  to  the  attempted  organ izatiou 
in  the  United  States  of  expeditions  hostile  to  the  peace  of  Mexico  and 
the  prompt  and  effectual  measures  taken  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  their  suppression  and  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality,  I  addressed  a  note 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  of  which  I  beg  to 
inclose  cojiy  herewith. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  has  been  received  to-day,  and  copy 
and  translation  are  herewith  transmitted. 

'I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  Wru  iam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Semr  Lerdo  de  T^ada, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

MejtkOy  September  30,  1868. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  request  made  in  the  note  addressed  to  me  hy  the  depart- 
ment of  foreifrn  rehitions  of  the  Mexican  government,  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  relating 
to  the  reported  renewal  in  the  United  States,  by  the  enemies  of  the  public  order  of 
Mexifi),  of  their  efforts  to  effect  the  organization  of  expeditions  hostile  to  the  peace  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  and  expressing  the  expectation  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  prevent  the  development  of  such  projects,  I  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  that  note  and  of  the 
donunents  which  accompanied  it. 

I  have  received,  by  the  mail  which  has  just  arrived,  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

In  this  reply  I  am  advised  that  long  prior  to  the  receipt  of  my  dispatch  the  attention 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  been  drawn  to  the  organizations  referred  to. 

Prompt,  and  it  is  believed,  effectual  measures,  were  taken  for  tlieir  suppression  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  the  government  of  Mexico  of  ttiis  fact,  of  which  it  has  prob- 
ably been  apprised  by  the  reports  of  its  agents  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witn  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

His  Excellency  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

MinUter  of  Foreign  Belations  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 


Senor  Lerdo  de  T^ada  to  Mr,  Plumb. 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  October  8,  1868. 
Sir  :  You  were  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  30th  of  September 
last,  that  you  had  opportunely  transmitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  copy  of  the  note  of  this  department  of  the  10th  of  July  last, 
and  of  the  documents  annexed  to  it,  referring  to  the  reported  renewal  within  the  t«rri- 
tonr  of  the  United  States  by  certain  of  the  enemies  of  tiie  public  order  and  tranquillity 
of  Mexico,  of  their  efforts  to  organize  expeditions  hostile  to  the  peace  of  this  republic ; 
and  that  you  had  now  received  the  reply  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  stating 
that  long  before  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  been  directed  to  the  said  machinations,  dictating  prompt  and  effica- 
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oioos  measures  to  suppress  them  and  to  maintain  the  observance  of  the  lawsof  neiitnl- 
ity  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  given  an  account  of  your  note  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  by  bis 
direction  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  you  to  be  pleaded  to  express  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  hiffh  appreciation  with  which  the  government  of  Mexico  has  seen  the 
promptitude  and  efficacy  of  the  measures  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  referred  to,  esteeming  the  same  as  a  new  proof  of  its  friendly  sentimento 
towards  Mexico,  and  as  a  new  manifestation  of  the  cordial  relations  which  happily 
exist  between  the  two  republics. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edwabd  Leb  Plumb,  • 

Ckarg4  SAffaXrw  of  ^  XJniUA  SkUn  of  America,  Jfanoo. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ifo.  205.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  October  10, 1868. 

Sib  :  In  the  report  made  to  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
by  the  minister  of  treasury,  of  which  I  gave  a  synopsis  in  my  dispatch 
No.  203,  reference  was  made  to  the  subject  of  the  opening  to  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  port  of  Libertad,  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  it  wassUted 
that  the  government  was  occupied  in  carefully  examining  the  subject,  in 
order  to  proceed  in^  the  orbit  of  its  faculties  in  the  manner  it  might 
believe  most  advantageous  to  the  national  interests. 

From  a  communication  addressed  to  congress  by  the  minister  of  treas- 
ury, on  the  6th  instant,  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  yesterday,  it 
appears  that  the  executive  has  resolved  to  open  this  \yoTt  only  to  the 
coasting  trade  instead  of  to  foreign  commerce  as  had  been  expected,  and 
as  the  government  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  minister  of  treasury  in  his  report,  had  solicited. 

I  beg  to  inclose  translation  of  the  communication  referred  to  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtoitj  2>.  C. 


proposed  opening  of  port  LIBERtAD,  IN  THE  GULF  OF  CALIFORNU, 
TO  THE  COASTING  TRADE. 

(From  the  DUrio  Oflcial,  October  9, 1868— TranaUtion.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  PUBLIC  CREDrT.— SECTION  L 

The  citizen  President  having  resolved,  in  use  of  the  facnlt  j  conceded  to  him  by  BrtirJe 
85,  clause  14  of  the  constitution,  to  open  to  the  coasting  trade  the  bay  of  Lobos,  (Port 
Libertad,)  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  on  account  of  the  great  advantages  which  frrai 
such  measure  should  result  to  the  State  of  Sonora  and  to  the  nation,  as  is  set  forth  in 
the  reports  which  appear  in  the  papers  with  reference  thereto,  which,  for  the  infonnft- 
tion  of  the  chamber,  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  to  this  communication,  it  has  appeared 
proper  to  initiate  to  congress  an  assignment  of  employ^  and  their  salaries  in  the  ww 
jMirt  equal  to  the  assignment  now  made  to  the  port  of  Goatsac4>alca8 ;  and  that  the  exec- 
utive be  authorized  to  make  expenditures  not  exceeding  $^,000  in  the  works  that  msj 
be  necessary. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideratioii. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  October  6,  1868. 

M.  ROMERO. 

The  Citizen  Deputies^  Secretaries  of  the  Confreee  qf  the  Union,  Preeent 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  206.J  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

City  ofMexicOy  October  14, 1868. 

Sm:  On  the  22d  ultimo,  I  received  from  Mr.  Ulrich,  consul  at  Monte- 
rey, a  letter  under  date  of  12th  ultimo,  of  which  I  beg  to  inclose  copy 
herewith,  in  which  he  informs  me  that,  on  the  11th  of  September,  the 
judge  at  Monterey  gave  his  final  decision  in  the  case  of  the  American 
citizens  who  were  maltreateif  at  that  place. 

I  had  expected  that  before  this  a  copy  of  that  decision  would  have 
been*  communicated  to  me  by  this  government,  but  no  communication 
whatever  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  subject  of  that  outrage  since  Mr. 
Azpiroz's  note  of  the  11th  of  August  last.,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had 
asked  from  the  governor  of  Nuevo  Leon  the  official  documents  in  this 
afiBalr,  directing  that  the  same  be  punctually  remitted  by  return  of  mail. 
A  copy  of  that  note  was  transmitted  to  the  department  with  my  dispatch 
No.  171,  of  the  12th  of  Augiist. 

By  the  report  of  congressional  proceedings,  published  in  the  Siglo  XIX 
of  yesterday,  I  see  that  Mr.  Narciso  Davila,  late  secretary  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Nuevo  Leon,  who,  according  to  the  depositions  of  the  parties 
aggrieved  at  Monterey,  gave  the  orders  for  their  arrest  and  ill  treatment, 
has  arrived  at  this  capital,  and,  his  credentials  having  been  approved, 
was  sworn  in  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  national  con§^ss  on 
the  12th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statey  Waakingtony  D.  C. 


Mr,  Ulrick  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

CONSUIATK  OF  THE  UnFIISD  StATES,    ' 

Monterey,  September  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  yesterday  the  jodse  gave  the  final  decision  in  the  case  of  the  six  American 
citizens  who  were  maltreated  here. 

The  result  is  about  what  we  all  looked  for,  and  while  the  decision  punishes  some  of 
the  jiarties  concerned  in  the  outrajB^,  it  still  allows  the  principal  instigator  to  go  free. 

The  Judge  imposes  a  penalty  or  fifteen  months'  incapacitation  to  hold  office  on  Juan 
Vara,  who  was  warden  of  the  jail.  The  parties  who  did  the  whipping,  &c.,  in  the  jail, 
being  already  prisoners  under  long  sentences,  are  not  much  incommoded  by  the  penalty 
of  being  compelled  to  work  on  the  streets  for  some  months  after  their  terms  have  ex- 
pired, as  a  punishment  for  this  offense. 

Mr.  Davua,  ex-secretary  of  Governor  Trevino,  is  not  reached  by  this  decision.    The 

i'udge  declares,  in  his  statement,  that  there  is  no  tribunal  here  before  which  he  can  be 
wrought.  If  this  be  the  case,  we  are  then  placed  at  the  mercy  of  everv  petty  official 
who  may  wish  to  annoy  us.  As  Mr.  Davila  is  the  guilty  party  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
others  having  been  merely  tools  in  his  hands,  there  should  be  some  tribunal  competent 
to  f^ye  him  his  deserts. 

No  notice  whatever  has  been  taken  of  the  worst  feature  of  the  case,  Davila's  allow- 
ing the  young  Mexicans  of  the  party,  who  were  equally  culpable  with  the  others,  to  go 
to  their  homes,  while  the  Americans  alone  were  sent  to  jail.  And,  besides,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  it  was  through  his  orders  that  they  were  treated  so  severely. 

As  yon,  no  doubt,  will  be  furnished  by  the  authorities  with  a  copy  of  this  decision, 
I  think,  on  seeing  it,  von  will  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  the  penalties  affixed, 
and  the  character  and  position  of  the  parties  punished,  is  bat  a  poor  satisfaction  to  the 
persons  aggrieved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ULRICH,  Consul. 
Hon.  E.  L.  Plumb, 

Umted  StaUt  Charg^d^  Affaires,  Mexico. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  107.]  Depaetment  of  State,  ' 

Washington,  October  14, 1868. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  25th  September,  No.  193,  has  been  received. 
It  treats  of  alarms  which  have  beeu  raised  in  Mexico,  by  proceedings  of 
General  Saata  Anna  in  Havana  for  organizing  military  expeditions 
in  the  Island  of  Cuba  to  invade  Mexico,  through  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  You  are  authorized  to  communicate  to  the  l^lexican 
government  the  copy  hereunto  appended  of  two  dispatches  which  have 
been  received  at  this  department  from  the  United  States  vice-consal 
general  at  Havana.  One  of  these  is  a  dispatch  which  came  by  telegraph 
and  bears  date  the  7th  of  October,  and  the  other  is  a  dispatch  in  writing, 
which  carries  the  date  of  the  6th  of  the  same  month.  There  is  no  reason 
to  apprehend  any  danger  of  such  a  proceeding  originating  in  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Edwabd  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  <fec.,  d-c,  dkc. 


Mr,  La  Reintrie  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  99.]  Consulate  General  of  the  Untfed  States, 

Havana,  October  6, 1868. 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Romero  I  transmit  you  the  *  Diario  Oficial  of  Mexio,  of 
the  24th  ultimo.    It  contaius  the  documents  showing  the  latest  attempted  amp  eC^  of 
Santa  Anna  for  upsetting  the  gov«mment  of  President  Juarez. 
As  the  steamer  leaves  in  a  few  minuteSi  I  have  not  the  time  to  have  it  translated. 
The  attempt  has  completely  failed,  as  will  also  any  other  on  the  part  of  Santa  Amu. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTRIE, 

Vice-CoMul  GenerU 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasJUngton,  D,  C, 


Mr,  La  Behitrie  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Telegram  per  cable.] 

Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

SavanOf  October  7, 1868. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, : 

The  captain  general  has  ordered  Santa  Anna  to  leave  Cuba  for  plotting,  while  here, 
against  the  peace  of  Mexico. 

H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTRIE. 

Fice-<:oneul  G&urtl 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  110.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  15, 1S6S. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  dispatcher  of  the  10th 
and  12th  of  September,  Kos.  184  and  185.    The  progress  of  reorganixa- 
tion  and  administration  in  Mexico  is  highly  honorable  to  the  govem- 

*For  inclosnre  see  inclosore  to  Mr.  Plumli's  dispatch,  Xo.  193,  of  the  25th  Sqitoiiber. 
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meijt  and  people  of  Mexico,  and  it  seems  to  be  full  of  good  angary  for 
the  republican  system  throughout  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Edwasd  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  etc.,  <&c.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward^ 

No.  209.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  October  20, 1868. 
8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  a 
statement  showing  the  receipts  of  each  of  the  several  maritime  and  fron- 
tier custom-houses  of  the  Mexican  republic,  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  1868,  compiled  fjtom  publications  made  by  the  department  of 
treasury;  also  two  statements  showing  the  various  different  duties 
charged  upon  f((H>eign  effects,  and  the  amount  collected  under  each,  for 
the  same  period,  at  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  by  the  custom-house  of 
the  federal  district. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


SUUememt  showing  the  ffross  receipts  at  the  several  vMriHme  and  frontier  eustowi-houses  of  the 
republic  of  ifenoo,  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1868. 

Mabitime  Custom-houses. 

Acapalco ♦104,562 

Campeche 59,231 

GoBtzacoalcoe 11,907 

Goaymas 461,187 

WadelCannen 46,057 

Manzanmo 897,718 

Mafatlan 874,572 

MaUmonw 248,247 

LaPai 132,444 

SanBlaa 87,923 

Sisal 107,326 

Tabaaco 59,799 

TonaH 2,104 

Tampico! 1,001,355 

Tuxpan... 27,177 

Veracruz ....; 2,693,788 

Vcntoea 12,074 

6,827,471 

FRONTIER  CUSTOM-HOUSES. 

Begnoea |541 

Camargo 7 ,  296 

Mier 15,887 

Monterey-Laredo 2, 504 

Pifdnw  Negra« 67, 387 

Prwidio  delNorte 38,601 

Paaodel  Norte 10,580 

Zapaluta 7,403 

150, 199 

Total  receipts 6,977,670 

The  foregoing  is  compiled  from  pnblications  made  by  section  six  of  the  department 
of  treasury,  in  the  Diaiio  Oficial  of  the  8th  October,  1868. 
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Statement  shmmng  the  various  different  duties  charged  in  Mexico,  and  the  amount  ealUdeibtndsr 
each  at  the  port  of  Vera  Crux  for  the  first  six  mjonths  of  the  year  1868. 

Importation  duty |1,448,860 

Material  improvement  duty,  twenty  jwr  cent,  on  import  duty 889, 772 

Railroad  duty,  fifteen  per  cent,  on  import  duty 217, 329 

Intemation  auty,  ten  per  cent,  on  import  duty 144, 886 

Counter  register  duty,  twenty  per  cent,  on  import  duty 289, 772 

Tonnage  duty,  one  dollar  per  ton : 14, 600 

Export  duty  on  coined  silver,  five  per  cent. 23,068 

Export  duty  on  gold,  one  and  one-naif  per  cent 10,726 

Export  duty  on  worked  silver,  seven  per  cent 283 

Export  duty  on  woods,  one  dollar  per  ton 1,282 

Cinmlation  duty  on  coined  silver,  two  per  cent 16,476 

Duty  on  tobacco,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound 80,273 

Charge  when  receiving  drafts  on  Mexico,  say  four  per  cent 58,020 

Duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  package 1 15,044 

Duty  of  one  dollar  per  package  of  two  hundred  pounds 96,378 

Duty  on  cotton,  one  and  o|ie-half  cents  per  pound 47,019 

Total «,eB3,788 


StatmMsU  ofduHes  charged  upon  foreign  effects  (y  the  custom-house  of  the  federal  distnet,  ani 
the  amount  reoeitfedfrom  the  same  for  the  first  six  months  qf  the  year  1868. 

Department  duty,  fixed  quotas $54,728 

School  of  arts  ana  sciences  duty,  fixc^  quotas 8,448 

Drainage  of  the  valley,  old  charge,  fixed  quotas 3,739 

Drainage  of  the  valley,  new  charge,  fifty  per  cent,  on  municipal  duty 34,238 

Municipal  duty,  fixed  quotas 02,067 

Municipal  duty  of  the  yott  remaining  unpaid 660 

Pensions  and  retired  list  duty, fixed ouotas 29,895 

Storage,  when  remaining,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  package  per  month .  302 

Federal  contribution,  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  interior  duties 56, 118 

Duty  of  two  per  cent 110, 482 

Mercantile  tribunal,  two  per  cent,  on  import  duty 26, 602 

Duty  on  cotton,  one  cent  per  pound 5,600 

Counter  register  duty  unpaid  at  port 1, 324 

Intemation  duty  unpaid  at  port 159 

Importation  duty  unpaid  at  port IW 

Export  duty  on  coin  hereafter  to  be  paid  at  port 77,436 

Circulation  duty  now  added  to  export  duty 34,760 

Total 506,669 

Diario  Oficial,  October  19, 1868. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  211.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexieoy  October  22, 1868- 

Sib  :  In  the  passage  of  a  law  pablished  in  the  Diario  Oflcial  of  ye^^r- 
day,  providing  for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes  in  this  valley  by  steam- 
boats, being  the  fourth  act  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Mexican 
congi^ss,  some  remarks  were  made  in  the  debate,  and  a  feature  was 
introduced  in  the  bill  as  first  reported  by  the  committee,  that  merit 
notice  in  their  relation  to  the  feeling  in  this  country  as  regards  for- 
eigners, to  which  I  alluded  in  dispatch  Ko.  198,  of  the  2d  instant. 

To  judge  intelligently  of  the  situation  here  it  is  necessary  that  this 
feeling  should  be  known.    Whether  there  may  not  be  saffident  cause 
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fiff  its  eMstenoe,  or  what  consequences  may  resalt  therefirom,  and  whether 
it  m&y  not  gradually  di8api>ear,  as  is  to  be  hoped,  it  is  perhaps  not  my 
province  40  discuss. 
I  beg  to  inclose  translation  of  the  remarks  referred  to  herewith. 
In  a  project  of  a  general  rmlroad  law  reported  by  the  committee  on . 
indnstry  in  congress  on  the  2d  instant,  there  are  provisions  containing 
flie  same  ideas,  of  which  I  also  inclose  translation  herewith. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.^  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  oj  States  Washifigtonj  D.  C. 


(From  the  Siglo  YTX,  dty  of  Mexioo,  October  13, 1868.— Extract— TraiisUtion.] 
CONGRESSIONAL  RKPOBT. — SESSION  OF  THE  12tH  OCTOBER,  1868. 

The  pioJeGt  of  law  for  the  naTigation  of  the  lakes  in  the  yaUey  of  Mexico  by  steam 
being  luiaer  consideration,  Mr.  Sanchez  Ascona,  secretary,  read  article  thirteen,  which 
it  as  follows : 

This  company  is  purely  Mexican,  and  on  no  account  shall  cease  to  have  that  charac- 
ter:  by  the  a«le  act  of  passins;  to  foreiffners  the  concession  shaU  be  forfeited,  and  it 
diall  be  obligatory  to  return  tne  sums  that  may  have  been  received,  as  also  to  pay  the 
ditties  and  imposts  that  may  have  been  caused,  for  which  purjiose  tne  steamers  and  aU 
tiist  forms  the  capital  of  the  enterprise  shaU  be  held  hypothecated. ' 

Mr.  Mata.  When  I  see  what  the  committee  here  reports  to  us  it  appears  to  me  that 
we  have  returned  to  the  times  of  Philip  IL  I  a^ree  that  the  enterprise  shaU  be 
Mexican,  but  why  from  the  iiust  of  there  entering  into  it  a  foreigner  should  there  be 
imposed  the  return  of  the  small  sum  with  which  it  is  subventioned  f  AU  who  take 
part  in  or  form  a  company  in  the  country  are  subject  to  its  laws.  This  article  wiU 
eitabliah  an  odious  restriction,  and  I  therefore  ask  the  committee  to  be  pleased  to  with- 
draw it,  or  if  not,  that  it  be  divided,  as  directed  bv  the  rules,  in  order  that  the  chamber 
can  thus  vote  the  first  part,  and  reftise  the  second,  as  I  bes  it  will  do. 

Mr.  Baz.  The  committee  has  done  nothing  more  than  lor  some  time  past  has  been 
done  in  all  affairs  of  this  kind  that  have  been  approved  by  congress. 

Mr.  Mata  states  that  all  who  take  part  in  or  form  a  company  in  the  country,  have 
to  submit  themselves  to  its  laws.  So  it  should  be,  but  in  practice  it  has  proved  to  be  other- 
wise. Experience  has  proved  to  us  that  the  slightest  incident  in  which  foreigners  suppose 
their  interests  to  be  attacked^  is  made  the  occasion  of  reclamations,  and  we  now  know 
to  what  those  lead.  This  evil  is  what  the  committee  has  sought  to  avoid.  Mr.  Mata 
has  been  minister,  and  I  wish  that  he  would  state  to  us  what  remedy  he  has  found  to 
impede,  or  at  least  to  neutralize  the  effect  of  the  reclamations  of  foreigners. 

Here  many  observations  can  be  made,  but  on  coming  to  the  result  in  practice  diffl- 
eulties  are  met  with  which  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  for  beforeliand. 

Mr.  PRIETO.  Lees  severe  than  Mr.  Mata,  I  understand  all  the  embarrassments  of  rec- 
lamations, and  the  necessity  of  averting  them ;  but  the  committee  should  bear  in  mind 
that  <mr  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  governments  are  almost  entirely  discon- 
tinued ;  that  we  are  now  all  under  a  common  law,  and  therefore  there  is  no  occasion  for 
the  restriction  treated  of. 

Mr.  Baz.  If  we  did  not  remember  how  exacting  foreigners  have  been ;  if  the  recol- 
lections were  not  so  fresh  of  the  pressure  they  have  exercised  upon  the  country,  the 
observations  of  Messrs.  Mata  and  Prieto  would  have  force.  But  experience  warns  us 
to  be  cautious,  and  the  committee  has  reported  this  article  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
the  disagreeable  scenes  to  which  such  reclamations  have  given  rise. 

Mr.  Mata.  I  have  to  state  again  that  I  asked  the  division  of  the  article,  as  is  provided 
in  the  roles.  For  the  rest  I  would  mention  that  I  am  not  myself  under  discussion.  As 
I  have  never  been  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  I  have  never  had  to  study  the  manner  of 
impeding  reclamations. 

The  constitution  marks  clearly  what  are  the  obligations  of  the  foreigner  in  the  repub- 
tie.  When  it  shall  be  necessary  to  subject  them  lo  the  restrictions  now  proposed,  it 
will  be  better  to  state  to  them  that  they  shall  not  reside  among  us,  and  to  close  to  them 
our  ports.  There  is  scarcely  an  enterprise  in  which  foreigners  have  not  a  part,  and  to 
ooQcleBin  them  in  this  manner  on  account  of  a  miserable  subvention  of  -$4,000,  is  even 
worse,  as  I  have  already  said,  than  to  close  to  them  our  ports.  We  have  proolauned  the 
principle  of  universal  nratemity,  and  we  should  be  fioithfid  to  it. 
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Mr.  Baz.  The  committee  does  not  believe  that  it  should  reform  the  article.  It  is  a 
clause  which  has  its  utility,  for  although  Mr.  Prieto  states  that  there  cannot  be  fecla- 
mations,  because  we  have  no  diplomatic  relations,  the  truth  is  that  there  are.  They 
are  of  North  Americans,  but  they  exist.    I  know  ^veral.  • 

On  the  other  hand,  the  committee  does  not  sta^  that  foreigners  shall  not  take  part 
^  in  enterprises,  but  that  enterprises  shall  not  be  made  foreign. 

Mr.  Prieto.  I  beg  the  committee  will  be  pleased  to  divide  the  article,  for  article  100 
of  the  rules  so  directs.  The  article  we  are  discussing  is  composed  of  two  parts,  and  if 
it  is  not  divided  in  approving  it  there  will  be  approved  what  the  chsunber  does  not  de- 
sire, and  in  rejecting  it  there  will  also  be  rejected  a  part  that  congress  wishes  to  ap- 
prove. 

Mr.  Sanchez  Ascona.  The  committee  reform  the  article  in  this  manner: 

"  The  company  is  purely  Mexican,  and  in  no  case  can  it  lose  this  character.  It  will 
be  subject  to  the  laws  and  tribunals  of  the  country.  With  roHpect  to  the  re«)on»ibili- 
ties  that  it  contracts  with  the  government,  there  will  remain  hypothecated  the  steam- 
ers and  all  thatibrms  the  capital  of  the  enterprise." 

The  vote  having  been  taken,  the  article  was  adopted  by  sixty-nine  votes  against  forty- 
nine. 


PROJECT  OF  A  GENERAL  RAILROAD  LAW  REPORTED  BY  COMMITTEE  IS 
THE  MEXICAN  CONGRESS. 

[From  the  Siglo  ^nr,  Mexico,  October  3, 1868.~TranftlatioxL— ExtractJ 

CX)NGRES8I0NAL  REPORT. — SESSION  OF  THE  2D  OCTOBER,  1868. 

The  first  reading  was  ^ven  to  the  following  projectof  law  reported  by  the  committee 
on  industry,  whic5  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

#  «  «  •  «  « 

Article  8.  The  concessions  shall  be  forfeited : 

1.  If  they  are  hypothecated,  transferred,  or  ceded,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  any  foreign 
government. 

2.  If  they  are  hypothecated,  transferred,  or  ceded  to  any  individual  or  oorporstion 
without  the  previous  permission  of  the  authorities  that  have  made  them. 

Akticlk  17.  The  companies,  shareholders,  creditors,  directors,  employers,  laborers, 
and  in  general,  all  persons  who  have  any  part  in  railroad  enterprises  in  the  repubtie, 
shall  be  considered  as  Mexicans  in  all  that  relates  to  the  same ;  they  cannot  allege 
rights  aB  foreigners  with  respect  to  interests  connected  with  the  enterprise,  nor  can 
they  have,  even  when  alleging  denial  of  justice,  other  rights  or  other  means  of  enforc- 
ing them  than  those  that  the  Taws  of  the  republic  concede  to  Mexicans. 


PROJECT  OF  RAILROAD  CONCESSION  TO  VERA  CRUZ. 

(From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  September  33, 186d.->Traoalatioii.— Extract] 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT. — SESSION  OF  T11E  22D  SEPTEMBER,  1868. 

Mr.  Pefla  y  Ramirez  presented  the  following  project  of  law,  signed  by  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  in  congress  from  the  state  of  Coahuila : 
Project  of  law  with  reference  to  the  railroad  to  Vera  Cruz.    Concessions. 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

Article  24.  This  permission  shall  be  forfeited : 

1.  By  the  transfer,  cession,  or  hypothecation  of  the'  rights  under  it,  in  whole  ot  in 
part,  to  a  foreign  government,  or  the  reclamation  by  the  company  under  whatever  prr- 
text,  of  foreign  protection. 

2.  For  the  transfer,  cession,  or  hypothecation  of  the  same  to  any  iudiTidual  or  co^ 
poration,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  government. 

«  «  «  •  • 

Article  26.  The  penalty  of  forfeiture  for  the  causes  to  which  paragraph  1  of  article 
24  refers  will  produce,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  established  in  the  preceding  artidc> 
criminal  action  against  the  infractors,  as  traitors  to  the  country ;  saffering  in  coofe- 
quence  a  fine  equfd  to  the  half  of  the  capital  they  represent  in  the  road,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  other  penalties  to  which  they  may  be  liable  in  conformity  with  the  gta- 
eral  laws  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  212.]  ^  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico  J  October  29, 1868. 

Sir:  In  ail  inteniew  with  Mr.  Lerdo de Tejada  at  the  department  of . 
foreign  affairs  on  the  20th  instant,  I  read  to  him  your  dispatch  No.  99, 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  according  to  the  instruction  therein  contained,  and 
at  his  request  left  with  him  a  copy  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Lerdo,  in  that  interview,  confined  himself  to  remarking  that  with 
reference  to  the  case  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Braniff,  referred  to,  he  would 
at  once  himself  make  an  investigation  to  see  that  all  was  being  done  that 
could  be  done  to  bring  the  guilty  parties  to  justice. 

An  expression,  however,  was  added  of  his  sense  that  the  course  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  towards  Mexico  certainly  had  been 
marked  by  great  consideration. 

A  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  upon  the  subject  of  that  dispatch 
reached  me  this  morning,  of  which  copy  and  translation  are  inclosed 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Wa8hin{jiton,  D.  0. 


Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr.  Plumb, 

[Traoslation.] 

Mexico,  October  28, 1868. 

8itt :  In  our  interview  of  the  20tli  of  this  month,  you  were  plea^d  to  leave  with  me 
u  cojiy  of  the  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uniteil 
Stated  of  America,  on  the  17th  of  September  laat,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Braniff,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  wounds  inflicted  by 
malefactors  who  assaulted  the  house  where  he  was,  belonging  to  Mr.  Pablo  Guameros, 
ui  the  village  of  Santa  Cruz,  of  the  State  of  Tlaxcala,  about  9  o'clock  of  the  night  of 
the  6th  of  April  of  this  year. 

As  I  »aid  to  you  in  our  interview,  the  obiect  of  the  note  of  this  department  of  the 
iHth  of  August  was  to  express  all  the  zeal  of  the  government  for  the  better  adminis- 
tratiuii  of  justice.  Esteeming  highly,  therefore,  what  in  the  note  of  the  17th  of  Sej*- 
teml>er  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  haa  been  pleased  to  state  with  reference  to  tlie  con- 
stant effort*  of  the  government  after  the  x>rolonged  civil  and  foreign  war  that  Mexico 
has  sustained,  to  re-establish  order  and  peace  in  all  the  republic,  after  our  interview 
I  aciclressed  the  same  day,  the  20th,  a  communication  to  the  governor  of  Tlaxcala,  ask- 
ing from  him  a  new  report  as  to  whether  any  information  had  been  obtained  of  the 
malefactors  and  their  apprehension  had  been  effected. 

xiie  governor  has  answered  me  under  date  of  the  24th,  referring  to  the  reports  of  the 
jud^e  who  has  had  charge  of  the  affair,  in  which  it  is  explained  that  as  the  assault  took 
place  at  night,  and  the  malefactors  were  inmiediately  repulsed  without  being  recog- 
nize-d  by  those  who  were  in  the  house,  and  without  its  being  known  that  they  were 
seen  by  other  persons  outside  of  it,  in  the  small  viUage  of  Santa  Cruz,  all  the  effoi-ts 
made  to  ascertain  who  the  criminals  were  have  thus  far  unfortunately  proved  ineffica- 
cious. 

The  judge  adds  that  he  continues  endeavoring  with  especial  care  to  obtain  some 
indication  with  reference  to  said  criminals,  and  that  he  is  observant  of  every  occasion 
or  circumstance  that  may  serve  for  their  discovery. 

The  government  regrets  that  this  has  not  yet  been  attained,  and  desiring  that  no 
means  shall  be  omitted  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  it 
now  repeats  it}  the  governor  of  Tlaxcala  the  special  charge  that  for  this  purpose  has 
been  made  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg4^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico, 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  213.]  Legation  qf  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  November  6, 1868. 

Sir  :  In  additiou  to  the  data  relating  to  the  amount  and  classification 
of  the  Mexican  customs  receipts,  transmitted  to  the  department  with 
my  dispatch  No.  209,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  beg  now  to  transmit  berewith 
a  very  elaborate  and  complete  statement  which  appeared  in  the  Diario 
Oticial  of  yesterday,  showing  the  amounts  collected  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  present  year,  at  each  of  the  maritime  and  frontier  custom 
houses  of  the  republic,  under  each  of  the  different  duties  now  imposed. 
-The  different  duties  upon  merchandise  and  vessels,  it  apppears,  accord- 
ing to  the  classification  made,  are  thirty  tn  number. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  total  amount  of  the  duties  collected 
at  all  the  frontier  custom-houses,  including  Matamoras,  is  a  little  less 
than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  or  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Assuming  that  the  average  rate  of  duties  now  charged  by  Mexico 
amounts  •  only  to  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  eff'ects  imported,  the 
above  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  therefore  show  a 
commercial  movement  of  legitimate  commerce,  of  only  one  nullion  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the  entire  frontier  of  Mexico, 
including  the  port  of  Matamoras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respex5tfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stute^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Flumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  217.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  November  9, 1868. 
Sir  :  The  copies  of  the  volume  containing  expressions  of  condoleDct' 
and  sympathy  inspired  by  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  are  the  subject  of  your  dispatch 
No.  92,  of  the  26th  of  August  last,  reached  me  on  the  19th  ultimo. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  copy  of  the  corre- 
spondence that  has  taken  place  in  the  presentation,  according  to  your 
instructions,  of  these  volumes,  respectively,  to  the  Mexican  government 
and  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  who,  at  the  death  of  President  lincohi, 
held  the  position  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  B.  C. 


Mr,  Plumh  to  Senor  Lerdo  de  T^ada, 

Legation  of  the  Uxtfed  Statks, 

Mexico,  October  20,  leee. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  caused  to  be  forwarded  to  nr 
two  copies  of  a  volume  containing  expressions  of  condolence  and  sympathy  inspired  bf 
the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
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One  of  these  copies  I  am  instmcted  to  present  to  the  government  of  Mexico^  and  the 
other  to  the  gentleman  who,  at  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  held  the  position  of 
minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  herewith  the  voluime  whicli  I  am  instructed  to  pre- 
sent to  the  government  of  Mexico. 

In  forwaitiing  these  volumes  to  their  respective  destinations,  I  am  instructed  to  in- 
fonn  yon  that  the  Department  of  State  acts  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  approved  March  2,  18^,  and  that  these  testimonial  volumes  are 
presented  to  foreign  governments,  corporations,  associations,  and  individuals,  as  a  mark 
of  the  grateful  appreciation  in  which  the  generous  expressions  of  condolence  and  sym- 
pathy in  their  national  bereavement,  received  from  them,  respectively,  are  held  by  the 
peonle  of  the  United  States. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
which  I  am  instructed  to  forward  with  the  volume  in  question. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

^  E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hi«  Excellency  Seflor  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Min'Mterfor  ForeUfn  Affairs  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 


Senor  Lerdo  de  Tefada  to  Mr,  Plumb, 
[TnuisUtion.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  November  6,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  with 
the  copy  annexed  of  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 
approved  the  2d  of  March,  1867,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  under  instructions  from 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  to  me,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  a  volume  containing  expressions  of  condolence  and  sympathy  inspired 
by  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

I  bc^  that  you  will  make  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  very  great 
appreciation  with  which  the  government  of  Mexico  receives  and  will  preserve  this 
volnme,  which  contains  the  testimoniils  of  the  just  condolence  and  sympathv  of  the 
civiliied  world  for  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  whose  memory  will  forever  live,  not 
only  in  the  United  States  of  America,  but  among  all  enlightened  peoples,  as  that  of  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  men,  for  the  nigh  services  that  he  rendered  to  civilization,  to 
progress,  and  to  the  liberty  of  the  human  race. 

£ceive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  am  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg^  d  Jffaire$  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico, 


Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr,  Plumb, 
[TranslAtioD.I 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  November  6,  1868. 

8ib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  with  the  copy 
annexed  of  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  approved  tne 
'-M  of  March,  1867.  in  consequence  of  which,  and  under  instructions  from  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  or  State,  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  to  me,  on  account  of  the  posi- 
tion I  then  held  of  minister  of  forei^  relations  of  Mexico^  a  volnme  containing  expres- 
KioQs  of  condolence  and  sympathy  inspired  by  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
late  Ptesident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  beg  that  you  will  make  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  very  great 
appreciation  with  which  I  receive  and  will  preserve  this  volume,  which  contains  the 
t««timonial8  of  the  just  condolence  and  sympathy  of  the  civilized  world,  for  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln,  whose  memory  will  forever  live,  not  only  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  but  among  all  enlightened  peoples,  as  that  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  men. 
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for  the  high  services  that  he  rendered  to  civiliaation,  to  progress,  and  to  the  liberty  of 
the  human  race. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  am  yoni 
very  obedient  servant, 

8.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Charg4  <f  Ajfaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico, 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  218.]  Legation  OP  THE  United  States, 

City^  Mea^ieoy  November  9, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  tiansmit  to  the  department  herewith  copy 
of  the  note  with  which  I  have  communicated  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment the  copy  appended  to  your  dispatch  No.  107,  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
of  two  dispatches  received  by  the  department  from  the  United  States 
vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  Santa  Anna, 
and  announcing  his  expulsion  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  plotting  while 
there  against  the  peace  of  Mexico;  and  copy  and  translation  of  a  note 
addressed  to  me  in  acknowledgment  of  the  same  by  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtofij  D.  C. 


Mr,  Plumh  to  Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Memco,  November  7,  186s, 
Sir  :  In  a  dispatch  under  date  of  the  25th  of  September  last  I  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  documents  published  in  the  Diaiio 
Olicial  of  the  Mexican  government  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  relating  to  the  atteuij>M 
organization  by  the  ex-General  Santa  Anna,  at  Havana,  of  military  expeditions  in  tJw 
Island  of  Cuba  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  through  the  territory  of  the  Unit«l  Swt« 
on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 

This  communication  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  dispatch 
received  last  evening,  with  which  there  have  been  inclosed  to  me  copies  of  two  di> 
patches  received  by  tlie  Department  of  State  from  Unitetl  Stat<»«  vice-consul  general  at 
Havana,  which  I  am  authorized  to  communicate  to  the  Mexican  government.  One  vi 
these  is  a  dispatch  by  telegraph  under  date  of  the  7th  of  October,  and  the  other  a  d»- 
patch  in  \vi*iting  under  date  of  the  6th  of  the  same  month.  I  have  the  honor  t-o  inclose 
copies  of  the  same  herewith. 

The  Secretary  of  State  adds  that  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  danger  of  sucL 
procec<ling  originating  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLLTiR 
His  Excellency  Seflor  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Minister  of  Foreign  BelaHons  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 


Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr,  Plumb, 
[TranslatioQ.j 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  yovemher  7, 1868. 
Sir:  You  have  been  pleased  to  inform  me  in  your  note  of  to-day  that,  niider  dat*  <rf 
the  25th  of  September  last,  yon  communicated  to  the  goverament  of  the  Uiiit^  8ts€« 
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of  America  the  documents  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  Mexico  on  the  24th  of  that 
month,  relating  to  the  machinations  of  the  ex-General  Santa  Anua  for  the  organization 
in  the  Island  of  Cuba  of  military  expeditions  with  which  to  invade  Mexico,  pa^sln^  by 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier;  and  that  you  hfui  received 
the  reply  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  with  copies,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
commmdcate  to  me,  of  two  dispatches  from  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at 
HAvana,  with  respect  to  this  anair,  and  to  the  expulsion  of  Santa  Anna  from  the  Island 
of  Caba. 

Ton  have  also  been  pleased  to  inform  me  in  your  note  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State 
manifests  that  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  danger  of  a  similar  proceeding  origi- 
nating in  the  United  States. 

I  have  brought  your  note  to  the  knowledge  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  who  very 
jnstly  appreciates  your  having  communicated  this  aftair  to  your  government,  as  also 
what  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  you  in  reply. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

,  S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

Ckarg4  ^Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Mexico, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  115.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingUmf  November  9, 1868. 

8iB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of 
October,  Ko.  198,  in  which  paper  you  call  my  attention  to  a  pro\i8ion 
contained  in  a  recent  act  of  the  congress  of  Mexico,  which  excludes  for- 
eign engineers  from  employment  on  a  highway  which  it  is  proposed  to 
bmld  from  the  city  of  Dnrango  to  the  city  of  Mazatlan.  The  exclusion, 
Uke  all  laws  which  are  in  the  nature  of  monopolies,  is  probably  as  unwise 
for  the  interest  of  Mexico  as  it  is  inhospitable.  Nevertheless,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  the  expression  of.  a  sentiment  which  is  popular  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  in  Mexico.  I  am  sufe  that  after  the  experience  of  foreign 
intervention  which  that  country  has  had,  no  one  can  think  the  sentiment 
mmatural,  when  it  is  regarded  in  that  light.  It  is  much  to  be  desired 
that  foreigners  sojourning  in  Mexico,  and  seeking  employment  there, 
should  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  their  adopted  coun- 
try, and  so  lay  claim  to  its  gratitude,  instead  of  increasing  its  domestic 
embarrassments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Edward  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  ifcc.,  cfcc,  dtc. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  222.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  November  14,  1868. 

Sib  :  In  dispatch  No.  115,  of  the  21st  of  April  last,  I  referred  to  an 
important  vote  of  the  Mexican  congress,  involving  the  assertion  of  the 
principle  that  the  acts  of  the  executive,  in  the  exercise  of  the  extra- 
ordinary powers  conferred  to  meet  the  intervention,  were  subject  to 
revision  by  congress. 

The  position  so  taken,  which  arose  with  reference  to  the  Vera  Cruz 
railroad  concession,  made  by  the  executive  on  the  27th  of  November 
last^  has  since  then  been  the  subject  of  a  severe  struggle  between  the 
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opposition  and  the  ministerial  party  in  congress,  and  in  the  public  press, 
varied  in  a  measure,  however,  by  the  si>ecial  questions  involved  in  that 
concession. 

On  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  this  was  one  of  the  qnestionB 
of  chief  importance  awaiting  a  solution. 

If  the  position  taken  by  congress  at  the  previous  session  should  be 
fully  sustained,  and  the  decree  in  question  should  be  revised  independ- 
ent of  the  action  of  the  executive,  it  was  felt  that  all  of  the  acts  of  the 
government,  during  the  exercise  of  its  late  extraordinary  powers,  might 
at  any  time  hereafter,  by  a  congress  embracing  a  larger  element  of 
opposition,  be  summarily  taken  up  and  declared  subject  to  revision,  and 
thus  a  degree  of  uncertainty  would  be  thrown  over  the  entire  legisla- 
tive action  of  the  executive  that  would  be  most  unfortunate  for  the 
country. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  question  should  now  be  favorably  deter- 
mined, in  a  case  affording  in  itself  to  the  opposition  so  many  points  of 
sLttack,  it  was  believed  that  this  issue,  involving  a  permanent  vote  of 
confidence  in  the  executive,  would  be  effectually  terminated. 

Certain  features  of  the  concession  made  by  the  government  to  the 
railroad  company  have,  however,  been  considered,  as  so  objectionable, 
both  by  the  members  of  congress  in  general  and  by  the  public  at  large, 
that  some  modifications  were  admitted  by  both  parties  to  be  necessary. 

As  a  final  result,  the  issue  has  been  met  by  the  voluntary  proposal  by 
^  the  government,  with  the  consent  of  the  company  interested,  of  certain 
*  modifications  in  the  concession  as  made  last  November,  which  congress 
has  accepted,  and  with  which  it  has  declared  the  decree  of  the  27th  of 
November,  made  by  the  e^^ecutive,  to  be  in  force,  thus  waiving  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  right  of  revision,  while  gaining  some  of  the  mcSificatioDS 
desired  in  the  special  decree  under  consideration. 

The  result  is  considered  generally,  I  believe,  as  a  triumph  on  the  part 
of  the  government  in  the  question  of  the  right  of  rension,  as  asserted 
by  the  vote  of  congress  at  the  previous  session,  and  has  iK)ssibly  set 
that  question  permanently  at  rest,  in  a  sense  the  reverse  of  the  position 
then  assumed.  The  action  I  have  indicated  reached  a  conclusion  by 
the  final  vote  of  congress  on  the  10th  instant,  and  the  new  decree  was 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  12th  instant 

By  the  terms  of  this  concession  as  originally  made,  and  as  now  con- 
firmed by  the  foregoing  action  of  congress,  a  subvention  is  given  to  the 
company  of  $560,000  per  annum  for  twenty-five  years. 

It  is  also  provided,  article  21,  that  the  government  shall  emit  a  special 
paper  under  the  name  of  ''Bonds  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  railroad* 
to  the  amount  of  the  above  $560,000  for  each  of  the  four  years  during 
which  the  construction  of  the  road  is  to  continue,  which  paper  is  to  he 
admitted  in  payment  of  twelve  per  cent.,  or  to  the  extent  of  the  som 
mentioned,  of  the  duties  of  importation  accruing  at  the  ports  of  Vera 
Cruz,  Tarapico,  Matamoras,  Manzanillo,  and  Mazatlan. 

If  the  twelve  per  cent,  of  the  duties  of  importation  at  the  five  ports 
mentioned  is  not  sufBcient  to  cover  the  $560,000  per  annum,  then  the 
government  is  to  pay  the  deficiency  in  money  at  the  city  of  Mexica 

By  article  22,  it  is  provided  that  from  the  date  of  the  present  law  it 
shaU  be  obligatory  upon  all  importers  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  of  the 
duty  accruing  upon  effects  imiiorted,  in  tlus  pai>er,  and  not  in  money, 
under  the  penalty  of  ha\ing  to  make  a  second  payment  of  doable  tie 
amount.  In  article  23,  it  is  pi-ovided  that  the  minister  of  fomento  shall 
annually  deliver  to  the  railroad  company,  during  the  four  years  of  the 
construction  of  the  road,  $560,000  in  the  paper  before  mentioned,  and 
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that  the  company  has  the  obligation  to  maintain  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  in  each  of  th^five  ports  mentioned,  a  deposit  of  the  bonds,  in  order 
that  the  importers  can  purchase  the  same  in  due  time  for  their  require- 
ment, in  the  payment  of  the  stipulated  twelve  per  cent,  of  duties  on  all 
importations. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  company  shall  not  sell  this  paper  at  a 
higher  price  than  the  value  it  represents. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  road,  the  government  is  to  make  the  pay- 
ment of  the  $560,000  per  annum  in  money,  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  in 
quarterly  payments,  and  engages  to  continue  these  payments  without 
default,  and  without  suspension,  variation,  or  conversion  in  any  form 
whatever. 

Under  article  40  of  the  original  decree,  it  was  also  provided,  as  I  have 
before  had  occasioji  to  a<lvise  the  department  in  dispatch  No.  44,  of  the 
12th  of  December  last,  that  until  the  31st  of  December,  1871,  or  earlier 
if  before  that  date  the  road  shall  be  finished,  the  import  duty  tailed 
sinking  fund  of  the  public  debt  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  formerly  required 
to  be  paid  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt,  should  be  reduced  to  fifteen  per 
cent.,  and  should  be  paid  at  all  of  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  the 
republic,  in  shares  of  stock  of  the  Vera  Cruz  railroad,  which  imi)orter8 
most  buy  for  this  purpose.  The  bonds  of  the  public  debt,  interior,  could 
be  purchased  at  from  seven  to  ten  cents  on  the  dollar,  but  shares  of  stock 
in  the  railroad  company  will  have  to  be  purchased  at  fidl  rates,  thus 
largely  increasing  this  duty. 

By  the  present  law,  this  arrangement  is  confirmed  and  continued,  and 
is  extended  for  another  year,  viz :  to  the  31st  of  December,  1872,  unless 
the  road  shall  be  entirely  finished,  including  tunnels  and  bridges,  before 
that  time. 

According  to  the  custom-house  returns  ofBcially  published  by  this 
government,  transmitted  to  the  department  with  my  dispatch  Ko.  213, 
of  the  6th  instant,  it  api>ears  that  the  amount  of  the  above  duty  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  at  the  maritime  custom-houses,  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
present  year,  was  $455,000,  thus  making  the  amount  to  be  given  to  the 
railroad  company  under  this  head,  upwards  of  $900,000  per  annum. 

The  shares  so  received  are  to  be  held  by  the  government  without 
[wwer  to  dispose  of  them  until  the  road  is  finished. 

Of  the  total  distance  between  this  city  and  Vera  Cruz,  of  2G1  miles, 
133  miles  have  been  for  some  time  in  operation,  leaving  128  miles  of 
railroad  yet  to  be  completed.  On  this  128  miles,  before  the  granting  of 
the  recent  concession,  according  to  official  reports  of  the  company, 
upwanls  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  grading  and  masonry  had  been  finished. 
The  assistance,  therefore,  now. given  to  the  English  company  may  be 
characterized  as  liberal,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  it  takes 
from  the  revenue  of  the  country,  upwards  of  $1,500,000  per  annum  at  a 
tune  when,  according  to  the  report  made  to  Congress  by  the  minister 
of  the  treasury,  on  the  28th  of  September  last,  it  appears  that  the  rev- 
enue is  insufficient  to  enable  the  government  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
foreign  debt 

This  consideration,  and  the  continuance  in  the  concession  of  the  sys- 
tem of  additional  duties,  which  there  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of 
members  of  congress  to  put  an  end  to,  explains  in  part  the  motives, 
aside  from  the  question  of  the  right  of  revision,  which  have  led  to  the 
opposition  that  has  been  so  strongly  manifested  against  this  particular 
measure. 

I  beg  to  inclose  to  the  department  herewith,  copies  of  the  decrees 
referr^  to,  and  have  alluded  to  the  subject,  both  because  of  the  interest 
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of  the  question  involved  in  the  point  first  mentioned,  and  because  the 
concession  as  made  is  one  of  some  public  import,  fii>m  the  fact  of  its 
absorbing  at  the  present  time  ujiwards  of  one-twelfth  of  the  public 
revenues  of  Mexico,  and  its  direct  bearing  upon  foreign  commerce  in  the 
,  stipulations  as  to  the  manner  of  the  payment  of  a  ijortion  of  the  duties 
on  imports,  and  the  forced  continuance  of  the  objectionable  system  of 
additional  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

,    Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  223.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  of  Mexico^  November  16, 1868. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  I  transmit  to  the  department  translation  of  a 
law  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  13th  instant,  providing  for 
a  general  census  throughout  the  republic. 

By  article  2  of  the  law  the  returns  under  the  same  are  required  to  be 

made  by  the  15th  of  March  next,  in  order  to  be  published  in  time  to  serve 

as  the  basis  of  apportionment  of  deputies  to  the  national  congress  in  the 

elections  which  are  to  take  place  in  June  and  July  of  the  coming  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.C.'  - 


LAW  PROVIDING  FOR  A  CENSUS. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  November  15, 1868.— TranaUtion.l 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVEKNMENT. — SECTION   1. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  foUowiui: 
decree : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same,  be  it  known,  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to 
decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  The  governor  of  the  States,  of  the  federal  district,  and  of  the  territor>' 
of  Lower  California,  shall  proceed  to  form  a  census  of  the  inhabitauts  within  tlu'ir 
respective  commands,  immediately  upoi;i  the  promulgation  of  the  present  law.  Tbe 
census  shall  be  concluded  by  the  28th  day  of  February,  1869. 

Art.  2.  The  general  result  of  the  census  of  each  State  of  the  federal  district  and  of  th<- 
territory  of  Lower  California  shall  be  sent  by  the  ^vemors  to  the  department  of  gov- 
ernment by  the  13th  of  March  .next,  in  order  that  it  may  be  pubUshod  iii  time  to  ciervt' 
as  the  basis  of  the  general  elections  of  deputies  to  the  congress  of  the  Uiilou  which  am 
to  take  place  in  June  and  July,  1869. 

Art.  3.  The  governors  who  do  not  comply  with  what  is  ordered  in  the  present  law 
shall  suffer  the  penalty  of  suspension  from  their  ofllce  for  the  term  of  six  months  to  onr 
year,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  their  official  neglect. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union.    Mexico,  Novemljer  IS,  l?^6d. 

GUILLERMO  VALLE,  Prmdent 

Joaquin  Baranda,  Secretary. 

Juan  Sanchez  Azcona,  Secretary, 
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Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulate.    Dated  at  the  national 
pmlace  in  Me3uco,  Nofiember  14,  1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Jo66  11\ria  Iglesias, 

Minister  of  Government, 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  November  14,  1868. 

IGLESIAS. 
The  citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  224.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  November  20,  1868. 

Sm :  The  commission  appointed  by  this  government  to  revise  the  tariff*, 
of  which  I  advised  the  department  in  dispatch  No.  75,  of  the  8th  of  Feb- 
roary  last,  has  concluded  its  labors,  and  on  the  11th  instant  submitted 
a  rfeport,  accompanied  by  the  project  of  a  new  tariff*,  to  the  depaitment 
of  treasury.  Yesterday  the  minister  of  treasury  informed  congress  that 
the  government  is  now  engaged  in  exatoining  the  project,  and  will  sub- 
mit the  same  to  congress  at  an  early  day. 

The  rei)ort  addressed  to  the  minister  by  the  commission,  which  accom- 
panied the  project  of  tariff  explanatory  of  the  general  features  of  the 
reforms  proposed,  has  been  published,  and  I  transmit  a  translation  of  the 
same  herewith. 

From  this  it  appears  that  in  the  new  project  a  general  reduction  of 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  common  hardware  is 
proposed,  and  an  increase  of  the  same  amount  in  the  duty  on  fine  hard- 
ware. 

The  system  of  specific  duties  has  been  adopted  by  the  commission. 
The  free  list,  it  is  stated,  has  been  augmented,  and  the  quotas  on  articles 
of  first  necessity  diminished.  The  commission  recommends  the  abolition 
of  prohibitions  and  the  free  exixntation  of  all  products,  including  ores, 
but  retaining,  for  a  time,  an  export  duty  on  silver  and  gold,  coined  and 
in  bars.  To  facilitate  the  exportation  of  the  latter,  assay  offices  at  four 
of  the  principal  ports  are  recommended. 

The  commission  recommend  the  equal  application  of  the  tariff  over  all 
the  republic,  and  therefore  the  termination  of  any  special  privileges  that 
may  have  been  given  to  certain  localities. 

Under  the  exceptional  character  of  the  case,  however,  in  the  so-called 
free  zone  of  Tamaulipas,  the  commission  state  that  "the  establishment 
there  of  a  port  of  deposit  might  be  recommended,  although  the  measure 
would  have  in  its  realization  very  grave  inconveniences.'' 

The  majority  of  the  commission,  it  is  stated,  are  not  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  ports  of  deposit. 

A  period  of  sixty  days  foi:  the  payment  of  duties  is  recommended.  It 
is  also  proposed  that  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  duties  be  paid  in 
drafts  to  the  order  of  the  minister  of  treasury. 

The  commission  states  that  it  has  believed  it  desirable  to  unify  the 
duties,  and  recommends  that  interior  custom-houses  be  suppressed.  It 
ako  states,  that,  with  reference  to  the  form  of  the  tariff,  the  metrical- 
decimal  system  has  been  adopted  in  all  the  calculations,  the  number  of 
specifications  of  merchandise  considerably  reduced,  a  more  regular  and 
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compendions  nomenclature  adopted,  and  that  the  administrative  pro- 
ceedings have  been  simplified.  ' 

The  use  of  stamps  in  place  of  sealed  paper  is  also  recommended. 

As  this  latter  measure  has  already  been  proposed  in  congress  for  gen- 
eral adoption,  it  is  probable  this  reform  wiU  be  accomplished. 

The  first  great  object  necessary  to  be  attained  in  the  reform  of  tbe 
Mexican  taritt*  is  its  simplification  and  the  removal  of  restrictions.  The 
desirable  adjustment  of  the  rate  of  duties  will  then  be  less  difficult 

From  what  I  learn  from  the  government,  it  appears  probable  that  after 
some  examination  of  the  project  of  the  new  tariff  by  congress,  a  general 
authorization  will  be  given  to  the  executive  for  its  conclusion. 

The  present  session  of  congress,  it  is  believed,  will  be  extended  for  a 
l)eriod  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  fixed  for  its  ordinary  adjournment, 
which  is  the  IGth  i)roximo ;  but  this  is  as  long  an  extension  as  is  permit- 
ted by  the  constitution. 

Should  such  authorization  be  given,  the  tariff  may  be  complete<l  m 
time  to  go  into  force,  perhaps,  at  the  commencement  of  their  coming  fis- 
cal yeai*,  viz.,  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  which  is  earlier  than  was  indi- 
cated in  the  notice  I  communicated  to  the  department  with  dispatch  >'o. 
197,  of  the  2d  of  October. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  ^yasihingUyn^  D.  C. 


TARIFF. 

[From  tbe  Siglo  XIX,  Mexico,  November  17, 1968.— TranaUUoD.] 

TARIFF  COMMISSIOK. 

To  the  Citizen  Minister  of  the  Treasury  and  Public  Credit^  present : 

The  undersijjned  commissionere  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  department  tb* 
project  of  tarilf,  the  formation  of  which  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  was  pleawd 
t-o  intrust  to  thera,  expressing  at  the  same  time  their  regret  that  it  has  not  been  ^wssiWf 
to  remit  this  work  before,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  with  wliich  they  haye  had  to 
ctmtend  in  completing  it. 

The  commission  does  not  believe  that  it  has  entirely^  met  the  desires  of  the  President. 
l>ecanse  for  this  it  wouUl  be  necessary  to  accord  to  it  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the 
ditterent  branches  of  industry,  fixim  which  and  fi*om  a  knowledge  of  our  fiscal  legiri»- 
tiou  and  of  oiu*  international  commerce  to  a(\just  the  reform  of  a  law  as  delicate  « 
important:  but,  however  difficult  and  laborious  may  have  been  the  discharge  of  a  trust 
to  those  who  judge  themselves  insufficient  for  it,  the  zeal  which  is  brought  to  the  task 
may  make  amends. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  reforms  contained  in  the  project  we  present  may  be  oonwd- 
ered  unnecessarj*,  as  neither  your  department  nor  the  public  would  attempt  to  estiuwt* 
the  greater  or  le^s  difference  in  the  quotas  assigned  to  the  thousand  articles  embrtwd 
in  our  foreign  commerce ;  but  we  believe  it  our  duty  to  indicate  generaUy  the  princi- 
pal i>oints  to  wliich  these  reforms  relate,  taking  as  tneir  basis  the  development  of  our 
new  institutions,  as  also  the  progress  of  our  commerce  in  the  twelve  years  that  h»Tt 
elapse<l  since  the  publication  of  the  ordinance  now  in  force. 

We  have  first  to  indicate  that  the  commission  does  not  accept  entirely  the  idea  that 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  duties  is  iudisjiensable  for  the  progress  of  a  country,  ws 
that  this  can  be  done  to  any  great  extent  in  those  of  the  republic,  when  througlKHrt 
the  whole  ei)och  of  our  i>olitical  existence,  foreign  commerce  has  formed  sixty-six  per 
cent,  of  jUI  the  sources  of  revenue  of  the  federal  treasury. 

In  som^  countries  the  maritime  revenues  do  not  occui»y  an  Important  place,  but  thi» 
difference,  so  remarkable,  rests  in  a  truth  which  cannot  be  placed  in  doubt,  which  is, 
that  territorial  we^tlth,  in  combination  with  the  love  of  labor,  begets  an  industry  which 
being  sufficient  for  domestic  necessities  overpasses  the  frontier  to  seek  in  its  turn  the 
tribute  of  foreign  capital.    Then,  when  production  is  superior,  or  at  least  equal  to  con* 
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smnptioi),  the  exchange  is  perfect,  and  the  people  and  government*  can  lend  to  each 
other  mutual  aid  witBout  its  being  burdensome  on  the  one  hand,  or  on  the  other  diflS- 
cnlt  to  exact. 

Unfortunately  this  advantage  is  very  far  from  being  realized  in  Mexico,  not  because 
there  are  lacking  elements  of  life,  but  on  account  of  causes  independent  of  the  ^fts 
with  which  nature  has  been  so  prodigal  to  this  soil,  which  have  rendered  it  imiKWsible 
for  it  to  jdace  itself  at  the  altitude  which  belongs  to  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  neither 
has  the  eonmiission  been  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  idea  that  duties  have  a  purely  fiscal 
object,  because  it  only  admits  the  principle  with  reference  to  burdens  ui>on  foreig^n 
efftrts,  that  these  shall  be  laid  solely  so  far  as  may  be  strictly  necessary ;  but  even  if  it 
had  had  the  intention  that  we  should  conform  ourselves  to  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
DO  fixed  principle  could  be  adopted,  for  none  exists,  as  is  seen  immediately  from  an  exam- 
ination of  contemporary  statistics,  that  labyrinth  of  principles  and  of  numbers  that 
points  out  only  the  imperative  duty  of  att<ending  to  the  public  necessities  without  pre- 
occupying ourselves  with  doctrines  whose  practice  is  not  observed  even  by  those  who 
have  undertaken  to  proclaim  them.  A  single  example  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  this. 
Between  the  wealth  of  England  and  that  of  Spain,  a  comparison  is  not  possible,  and 
notwithstanding  the  first  receives  from  its.  maritime  revenues  thirty-three  i>er  cent  of 
the  total  estimates  of  the  crown,  while  the  second  only  receives  ten  per  cent.  With 
these  observations  the  commiesion  will  proceed  to  give  an  idea  of  the  general  result  of 
their  labors.  As  a  principal  point  they  proposed  to  equalize  the  custom-house  duties 
in  the  various  branches  of  which  foreign  traffic  is  composed.  For  that  purpose  with 
reference  to  articles  commonly  known  under  the  denomination  of  dry  goods,  groceries, 
and  ordinary  hardware,  it  has  made  an  average  deduction  up  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
existing  tariff,  and  an  increase  of  the  same  amount  upon  fine  hardware. 

At  first  view  it  might  be  believed  that  the  total  receipts  would  be  re<luced  thereby, 
as  the  importation  of  the  former  is  greater  than  of  the  latter ;  but  having  abolished 
the  system  of  collection  upon  the  value  of  the  invoice,  which  in  medicinal  di-ugs,  chem- 
ical products  and  other  articles  gives  rise  to  a  punisnable  abuse,  doing  the  same  with 
the  system  of  appraisement,  and  placing  upon  all  these  articles  fixed  quotas,  compre- 
hending in  these  textile  fabrics  contaimng  different  materials,  and  those  composed  of 
different  materials  in  other  articles,  it  is  evident  that  the  federal  treasury  will  receive 
all  its  duties  in  avoiding  the  possibility  that  now  exists  of  the  price  of  an  article  being 
placed  at  ninety  per  cent,  below  its  cost,  or  of  eluding  the  just  pajTuent  because  a  tex- 
ture of  wool  has  a  thousandth  part  of  cotton.  From  this  it  results  that  while  private 
interests  will  not  be  burdened,  the  maritime  revenues  should  have  an  increase  of  at 
least  ten  per  cent.  And  this  increase,  which,  without  burdening  le^itimat^  commerce, 
is  not  doubtful  for  the  federal  treasury,  will  be  certain  for  the  municipalities  in  whose 
lavor  the  commission  recommends 'the  pavment  of  twenty  cents  for  every  one  hundred 
kilograms  of  gross  weight  upon  imported  merchandise,  that  now  collected  under  the 
ordinance  in  force  being  only  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  every  two  hundred  Spanish 
pounds,  which  is  "nith  fittle  difference  the  same  proiwrtion ;  and  for  rendering  ettective 
this  lienefit  to  the  municipalities,  which  is  repn^ant  to  no  one,  they  propose  in  the 
mode  of  payment  an  efficacious  means  by  which  each  treasury  will  receive  what 
belongs  to  it,  because  from  the  contrary  we  might  see  with  regret  the  federal  treasurer 
absorb  in  i>eriods  of  great  distress  even  those  funds  which  are  dedicated  by  their  insti- 
tution to  objects  of  l^nevolence,  public  instruction,  and  the  material  necessities  of  the 
rarioos  populations. 

In  so  far  as  i)ossible  we  have  taken  a  step  forward  in  conformity  with  the  ideas  of 
hberty  which  dominate  throughout  the  republic,  augmenting  the  free  list  by  a  number 
of  articles  and  diminishing  veiy  sensibly  the  quotas  on  those  of  prime  necessity,  and 
apim  instruments  and  ingredients  which  are  necessary  for  the  national  industry. 

For  the  first  we  have  Imd  the  design  of  facilitating  by  this  means  the  increase  of  our 
iotemal  traffic,  furnishing  at  lower  prices  all  that  it  may  be  necessar>'  to  acquire  from 
foreign  commerce,  and  for  the  second  that  of  rendering  to  the  agricultural  and  mining 
interests  an  immense  beneQ^  by  placing  the  poorer  classes  in  a  position  to  labor  with 
less  inconvenience. 

The  commission  has  believed  it  equitable,  necessary,  and  economical  to  abolish  the 
pernicious  systt^m  of  prohibitions;  for  which  reason,  and  in  deference  to  a  constitutional 
precept,  it  recommends  that  there  should  be  none  upon  importations,  combining  with 
this  idea  that  of  the  free  exportation  of  all  of  our  products,  giving  in  this  manner  the 
last  blow  to  the  remains  of  the  colonial  system,  which  has  been  so  untoward  for  the 
public  wealth  through  the  monopolizing  of  our  natural  products ;  and  if  in  this  part 
the  desires  of  the  undersigned  and  those  especially  manifested  by  other  nations  are  not 
fully  met,  it  will  serve  as  an  excuse  for  the  small  exception  that  is  made  of  silver  and 
gold,  cotned  and  in  bars — the  consideration  that  the  treasury  wordd  be  suddenly 
deprived  oTa  resource  which  for  the  present  there  is  no  means  of  compensating,  at  the 
Mine  time  that  the  debt  would  be  augmented,  all  of  the  mints  not  being  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  government. 
Later  this  measure  may  be  recommended  in  accordance  with  the  interests  of  our 
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indiiHtrial  classes,  there  being  sufficient  foif  the  present :  the  indabitable  benefit  which 
will  l)e  attbrded  to  them  by  the  free  exportation  of  ores,  the  value  of  which  is  now  in  a 
great  part  nominal,  either  from  natural  difficulties  in  the  situation  of  the  veins,  or 
be<*au«e  our  system  of  reduction  is  too  expensive,  or  not  adapted  to  the  chemical  charac- 
ter of  many  ores.  But  in  order  that  the  article  to  which  we  have  referred  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  paragraph  may  have  its  due  effect,  the  commission  believes  that  the  estab- 
lishment  of  assay  offices,  a»  departments  of  the  luarituue  custom-houses  of  the  fcur 
ports  therein  mentioned,  is  desirable.  The  increase  in  the  annual  appropriations  will 
DC  compensated  by  the  expenws  of  assay  which  the  introductors  willhave  to  pay. 

From  the  removal  of  prohibitions  there  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  abo- 
lition of  certain  privileges  accorded  by  the  ordinance  of  1856  and  bv  subsequent  laws 
in  favor  of  various  ports.  These  privileges  cannot  subsist,  because  tney  are  pernicious 
and  unjust,  inadmissible  and  condemned  in  the  fiscal  legislation  of  all  the  world,  as 
also  exj>res8ly  and  absolutely  condemned  in  our  fundamental  charter.  The  first, 
becaus*^  in  making  concessions  to  one  locality  for  a  given  motive  there  is  no  reason  for 
refusing  the  same  to  another,  if  alleging  the  same  or  other  grounds;  and  in  such  case,  by 
privilege  on  privilege,  the  federal  revenues  would  be  very  seriously  diminished. 

The  second,  because  in  the  benefits  of  a  law  there  should  be  included  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  republic,  whatever  may  be  the  place  of  their  residence,  and  the  industry 
or  lalior  to  which  they  are  ordinarily  dedicated. 

The  third,  because  the  basis  upon  which  a  maritime  tariff  should  rest  is  uniformity, 
favoring  by  this  means,  justly  and  equitably,  the  diverse  and  complicate*!  operation* 
of  foreign  c<nnmerce,  and  avoiding  also  the  inequality  in  prices  which  would  occur  from 
the  authoriziMl  monopoly,  in  the  interior  of  the  countrj-,  of  the  importers  who  \m\ 
obtained  such  advantages. 

And  finally,  under  article  28  of  our  constitution  no  one  can  sustain  that,  from  geo- 
graphical considerations,  or  from  the  confijjuration  of  certain  localities,  the  sacrifice  of 
a  principle  shduld  be  obligatory  to  the  denial  of  other  rights  and  other  interests. 

Al)ove  all,  by  fixing  the  view  for  an  instant  upon  the  map  of  the  republic,  it  wiO  be 
seen  imme<liately  how  marked  is  the  difference  wnich  shoidd  equitably  be  made  between 
the  merchants  of  the  two  coasts;  those  of  the  Gulf  having  their  markets  in  direct  C4>m- 
miuiication,  wliile  those  of  the  Pacific  have  to  make  the  round  of  all  the  continent. 

Even  in  this  manner  the  idea  is  not  exact,  for  the  climate,  the  configuration  of  each 
bay,  the  direction  of  the  currents,  the  customs  of  each  people,  their  local  governments, 
and  a  thousand  other  causes,  influence  directly  in  the  progress  or  depression  of  their 
conmierce. 

This  admitted,  it  places  your  department  under  the  impossibility  of  concedine 
exemjjtions  and  privileges  to  specified  ports.  Notwithstanding,  under  the  exceptional 
character  of  the  case  in  the  so-calle<l  free  zone  of  Tamaulipas,  the  establishment  there 
of  a  port  of  deposit  might  be  recomraendetl,  although  the  measure  would  have  in  its 
realization  very  grave  inconveniences. 

Another  idea  the  commission  believes  it  should  recommend,  because  it  is  required  for 
the  popular  administration  of  justice.  Until  now  there  has  passed  unperceived  all  of 
the  grave,  inconvenient,  and  immoral  that  there  is  in  the  autiiorization  that  the  fiscal 
agents  should  be  participators  in  the  pecuniary  penalties  imposed  upon  contrabjmdists; 
and  if  this  principle  is  universally  rejeeted  by  modem  legislation,  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
trials,  whose  conduct  pertains  to  independent  tribunals,  with  how  much  m«)re  reason 
should  it  be  repugnant  when  these  trials  are  commenced,  and  sentence  is  rendered  by 
the  individuals  to  whom  the  law  assigns  a  part  of  the  fine.  The  commission  does  not 
refiect  upon  the  integrity  nor  the  very  re^jpectable  number  of  persons  who  fill  these 
posts,  by  supiM>sing  that  the  inducement  thus  presented  is  the  only  stimulant  for  com- 
pliance with  their  duty ;  but  the  fact  is,  citizen  minister,  that  the  judge  should  not 
have  before  himself  even  the  sha<low  of  what  might  affect  the  rectitude  of  his  acts.  It 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  stat«d,  your  departn>ent  has  a  different  opinion,  the 
undersigned  believe  that  the  articles  relative  tnereto  should  remain  in  tne  project 
without  any  alteration,  with  the  reservation  of  recommending  an  increase  of  salary  to 
the  employers,  to  whom,  by  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  prejudice  would  result. 

Having  thus  set  forth  the  principal  points  of  our  work,  we  will  descend  to  other  pai^ 
ticulars.  The  commission  has  believed  it  desirable  to  unify  the  duties,  as  well  Ijecanse 
it  is  in  conflict  with  our  system  to  have  special  frinds,  as  Iwcftuse  this  measure  is  the 
most  faeile  for  the  relief  oi  the  material  labor  in  the  maritime  custom-houses. 

For  the  same  reason,  there  being  now  no  object  whatever  for  the  subsistence  in  the 
interior  of  the  republic  of  collecting  offices  for  fe<leral  revenues,  as  all  of  the  duties  are 
to  be  paid  in  the  maritime  custom-houses,  it  being  a  fact  that,  in  compliance  with  a 
constitutional  precept,  the  interior  custom-houses  have  already  been  suppressed  in 
various  States,  the  commission  recommends  that  all  documents  whose  issuance  was 
requireil  under  the  old  system  be  reduced  to  a  single  one,  which  shall  consist  of  »  cer- 
tificate that  such  merchandise  has  been  legally  imported,  the  circulation  of  national- 
ized eflects  in  the  interior  being  as  a  consequence  free. 
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XotwitliHtanding  this  and  of  the  conviction  of  the  undersigned,  that  without  very 
grave  inconveniences  for  connnerce,  and  witliont  a  new  and  considenihle  huiilen  for 
the  treasnrj',  no  system  of  vigilance  can  be  established  which  will  fully  protect  the 
public  interests,  the  commission  judges  that  the  most  practicable  means,  the  most  lib- 
eral and  the  most  efficacious,  that  can  be  put  in  practice,  is  no  other  than  that  of 
guarding  our  coasts,  which  object  can  be  very  well  attained  by  establishing  a  mantiine 
guard  in  small  steam-vessels. 

In  the  commission,  by  one  of  its  members,  the  establishment  of  ports  of  dei>osit  was 
proposed,  but  the  idea  was  not  accepted  by  the  miyority,  it  being  adopted  in  place 
thereof  that  the  pa^nnent  of  duties  should  be  made  at  an  extension  of  time  relatively 
Hiuall,  compared  with  their  ordinary  and  total  amount.  The  commission  does  not 
believe  that  this  can  bo' prejudicial  to  the  government,  bc^cause  as  a  final  result  for  it 
this  term  will  be  but  for  once,  as  the  first  i)eriod  of  sixty  days  having  been  ])assed,  the 
inii)ortations  will  then  follow  in  contiimous  payments,  and  the  treasury  will  receive  its 
fimds  without  any  interruption ;  and  precisely  on  account  of  the  idea  that  the  commis- 
sion has  had  of  protecting  these  receipts  from  the  abuses  which  have  been  committed 
by  various  military  authorities  in  consort  with  the  collectors  of  the  custom-houses,  it 
pro^ioses  that  tlu'ee-fourths  part,  of  the  duties  shall  be  paid  in  drafts  to  the  order  of 
your  department,  in  order  that  that  provision  shall  serve  as  a  legal  excuse  for  all  who 
take  part  in  this  act. 

It  is  possible  that  the  committee  has  neglected  to  refer  to  some  other  points  of 
importance  in  the  jjroject,  but  it  reserves  itself  to  do  so  in  a  more  detailed  manner, 
when  your  department  shall  believe  it  necessarj'  to  call  for  the  same. 

With  reference  to  the  form  and  mode  of  the  tariff,  the  metrical  decimal  system  has 
heeu  adopted  in  all  the  calculations ;  the  number  of  specifications  of  merchandise  has 
been  considerably  reduced ;  a  more  regular  and  comi>eudious  nomenclature  has  been 
given  to  the  body  of  the  tariff;  the  administrative  proceedings  have  been  simplified, 
and  the  interests  of  the  treasurj^  have  been  assured  in  the  best  possible  manner,  with- 
out losing  sight  on  this  account  of  the  principle  of  equity  to  which  those  who  contrib- 
ute to  the  i)ui)lic  funds  are  entitled. 

The  national  marine  preserves  in  the  new  project  the  place  that  belongs  to  it,  with- 
out this  preterence  connicting  with  the  principle  of  liberty  which  has  been  its  basis. 

Finally,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  dispatch  of  foreign  merchandise  the  undersigned 
propose  that  in  place  of  the  sealed  paper  that  is  now  in  circulation,  the  use  of  stamps 
be  introduced  for  maritime  transactions,  the  value  of  which  to  be  as  specified  in  the 
articles  relating  thereto. 

By  this  means,  which  is  the  most  economical  for  the  federal  treasury,  a  step  will  be 
taken  far  in  advance  towards  the  attainment  at  a  later  moment  of  their  entire  adoption 
in  all  that  relates  to  official  acts.    • 

In  fine,  citizen  minister,  the  projet  that  we  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  embraces 
all  the  reforms  that  are  now  recognized  as  desirable  in  the  best  revenue  systems ;  in  so 
far  as  our  inability  has  pennitted,  we  have  overlooked  nothing;  and  il"  our  work  is 
not  i>erfect,  it  will  be  at  least  preparatory  to  another  which  may  be  carrietl  into  eftect 
by  persons  who  may  have  the  advantage  over  us  in  inlbrmation,  but  not  in  desiiv  to 
Ht»rve  the  interests  of  the  republic.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  have  the  conviction  that 
tJie  projet  will  have  its  detractors,  because  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  satisfy 
all  the  diverse  int4?rests  created,  either  by  custom  or  by  the  law,  although  in  the  one 
cast^  they  may  be  pernicious,  and  in  the  other  undesirable. 

It  would  be  unjust  not  to  make  mention  of  the  names  of  Messrs.  Tlieodore  Rapp, 
Luis  de  Vivanco,  Alfred  Wisel,  Augustin  Holting,  and  Carlos  Nieth,  who  with  their 
knowledge  have  contributed  efficaciously  and  spontaneously  to  the  discharge  of  our 
tnist.  We  belieye,  therefore,  that  we  should  express  in  this  note  the  testimony  of  our 
gratitude  and  recognition,  anticipating  that  which  should  be  given  by  your  depnrtment. 

We  i)rote8t  to  you  with  this  occasion  the  assurances  of  our  respect  and  esteem. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  November  11, 1868. 

JULIO  F.  MHINK. 
*  MIGUEL  GUTIERREZ. 

R.  G.  GUZMAN. 
JESUS  CA8TAKEDA. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  230.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  2,  1868. 
Sib:  I  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  a 
law  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  24th  ultimo,  officially  pub- 
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lished  to-day,  relating  to  differential  duties,  and  establishing  a  premium 

of  fifteen  dollars  per  ton  on  the  construction  of  vessels  in  the  republic 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  WiLLiAivi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


DECREE  RELATING  TO  DIFFERENTIAL  DUTIES,  AND  ESTABLISHING  A  PRE- 
MUM  ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  VESSELS. 

fFrom  the  Diario  Oficial,  Mexico,  December  3, 1668.— Translation.] 

DEPAKTMENT  OF  TREASURY  AND  OR  PUBUC  CREDIT. — SECTION   1. 

The  citizen  Presideut  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  foUowing 
decree : 

Benito  Juarez^  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same,  be  it  known : 

That  the  congress  of  the  anion  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the  following: 

The  congress  of  the  union  decrees : 

Article  1.  If  effects  imjMjrted  or  exported  in  Mexican  vessels  are  subjected  in  the 
polls  of  another  nation  to  the  payment  of  differential  duties,  the  effects  import4'd  or 
exported  in  vessels  of  that  njition,  proceeding  from  said  ports,  and  which  arrive  in  those 
of  the  republic,  shall  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  the  same  duties. 

Art.  2.  Two  nautical  schools  shall  be  established :  one  in  the  \*oTt  of  Campeche,  and 
the  other  in  that  of  Mazatlan,  for  the  instruction  oi  youth  destined  for  service  in  the 
national  marine. 

Art.  3.  With  reference  to  said  schools  the  decree  of  the  30th  of  May,  1857,  is  declared 
in  force,  with  the  sole  modiiication  that  there  be  added  to  the  estimate  of  the  monthly 
expenditures  of  the  said  nautical  schools  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars  for  the  salary  of  a 
professor  of  the  I'^nch  language. 

Art.  4.  There  is  conceded  to  the  constructors  in  the  republic  of  national  vessels,  which 
measure  from  one  hundred  tons  and  upwards,  a  subvention  of  fifteen  dollars  per  ton. 
which  subvention  shall  be  paid  by  order  of  the  minister  of  fomento  immediately  that 
the  vessel  constructed  shall  be  launched. 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union.    Mexico,  November  24, 1868. 

R.  G.  GUZMAN,  Vice^Pre^idenL 
JOAQUIN  BARANDA,  Secretary. 
JUAN  SANCHEZ  AZCONA,  Secretary, 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliant 
be  given  to  it. 
Palace  of  the  General  Government,  MexicOf  November  24, 1868. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
To  the  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

MinUter  of  Treasury  and  Public  Credit, 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  November  24,  1868. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  231.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

City  of  Mexico^  December  2,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note 
and  its  accompaniments,  which  I  have  to-day  received  from  the  Mexican 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  relating  to  the  outrage  inflicted  niyon  cer- 
tain citizens  of  the  United  States  at  Monterey,  in  the  month  of  April 
last. 
I  also  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  in  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtofiy  D.  C 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  December  2,  1868. 
Sm:  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  have  addressed  to  me  under  date  of  the  Ist 
ins^nt,  and  the  copies  annexed  thereto,  of  communications  exchanged  between  your 
department  and  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  i^lating  to  the  occurrence 
which  took  place  witn  reference  to  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of 
Monterey,  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  April  last. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  will  at  once  transmit  a  copy  of  your  note  and  its  accom- 
paoiments  to  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLLTHB. 
His  Excellency  Senor  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 


Senor  Lerdo  de  T^ada  to  Mr.  Plumb. 
ITranalAtlon.] 

DEi»ARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RfXATIONS, 

Mexico f  December  1, 1868. 

Sir:  In  your  note  of  the  7th  of  August  lost  you  referred  to  the  case  of  certain  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America  who  complain  of  bad  treatment  received  in  the 
city  of  Monterey,  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  April  last. 

m  a  reply,  dated  11th  August,  this  department  8tate<l,  that  if  the  complaint  of  those 
citizens  of  the  United  States  was  well  founded,  the  government  of  the  republic  would 
have  the  subject  investigated  and  the  guilty  punished ;  and  information  on  the  subject 
has  already  been  asked  for. 

The  government  of  the  State  of  New  Leon  transmitted  to  this  department,  on  the 
'£th  of  August,  a  report  of  the  examination  of  the  accused,  and  stated  that  justice 
would  soon  be  rendered  In  the  case.  This  report  was  not  communicated  to  you  because 
the  case  had  not  been  decided.  As  judgment  has  not  yet  been  rendered,  further  infor- 
mation has  been  asked  by  this  department. 

In  the  mean  time  I  thmk  proper  to  send  you  the  information  that  has  come  to  hand. 

Xo.  1  is  the  communication  addressed  to  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  on  the  9th  of 
May,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  outrage  on  American  citizens,  through  the  newspapers, 
inquiring  about  the  facts,  and  ordermg  an  investigation  and  subsequent  report  of  the 
trial. 

Xo.  2  is  the  rejiort  made  by  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  on  the  22d  May,  stating  that 
the  investigation  had  not  been  ma^e,  and  that  no  officials  had  taken  part  in  the  offen- 
sive acts. 

No.  3  is  the  communication  from  this  department  to  the  governor  of  New  Leon,  dated 
11th  August,  asking  for  a  minute  account  of  the  affair,  and  ordering  a  judicial  investi- 
gation. 

Xo.  4  is  the  communication  of  the  23d  of  August,  from  said  governor,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  11th  from  this  department ;  and  No.  5  is  the  report  ol  the 
25th  August,  by  said  governor,  as  before  stated. 

This  report  comprehends  the  cjiief  points  in  the  judicial  process,  showing  that  com- 
plainant's conduct  had  given  good  cause  for  their  arrest  ^  that  plaintiffs  had  made  no 
accusation,  but  asked  for  an  ordinary  judicial  investigation ;  that  the  jailor  who  had 
confined  them  for  one  night  had  been  removed,  and  that  he  and  his  associates  would  be 
tried  for  their  offenses. 

I  also  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  communication  addressed  to  said  governor  yesterday, 
instructing  him  to  report  proceedings,  as  soon  as  the  case  was  decided. 

The  government  will  see  that  satisfjEustion  is  made  in  the  case,  and  the  guilty 
punished. 

Most  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 


Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb, 

C\arg4  ^Affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico. 


8.  LEBDO  DE  TEJADA 
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[Tianalatioii.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS— AMERICAN  SECTIOX. 

The  Monterey  newspaper  entitled  El  Atalaya,  states  that  six  American  citizens  were 
arrested  by  the  governor's  order,  and  suffered  ill  treatment  in  the  prison  of  that  citv; 
it  says,  however,  that  they  were  soon  set  at  liberty,  and  that  the  mayor  was  having  the 
case  investigated. 

In  view  of  this  the  President  of  the  republic  orders  you  to  report  the  fa«t8,  and  if 
true,  to  Imve  the  guilty  tried  and  punished  by  the  proper  judicial  tribuual. 

ludependence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  May  9,  1868. 


The  Go\'T£RNOR  of  the  State  of  New  Leon,  at  Monterey, 


LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 


[Translatioii.] 
GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  LEON. — ^NO.  10. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  President  of  the  republic,  in  a  note  from  yonr  d<?j>art- 
inent,  dated  May  9, 1  state :  That  the  foreigners  referred  to  by  the  Atalaya  of  this  city 
were  arretted  by  the  police  and  taken  to  jail  for  drunkenness  and  rioting,  as  shown  by 
documents  on  file ;  that  they  complained  to  the  judge  of  the  State  of  ifl  treatment  in 
jail ;  and  that  they  were  tried  the  day  after  their  arrest. 

This  is  all  I  can  say  positively ;  but  all  impartial  judges  think  the  facts  greatly  exag- 
gerated in  the  newspaper,  and  the  proprietors  have  be«n  justly  -reprimanded  for  the 
publication  of  the  article.    No  public  officials  took  part  in  the  outrages  referred  to. 

I  have  transmitted  the  dispatch  from  your  department  to  the  proper  judge,  ordering  a 
prompt  investigation  and  subsequent  rei)ort  to  supreme  authorities. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Monterey,  May  22, 1868. 

G.  TREVISO. 

Narcisso  Davilo,  Secretary, 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Mexico, 


[Translation.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS — AMERICAN  SECTION. 

A  dispatch  was  sent  to  you  from  this  department,  on  the  9th  of  May  last,  onlering 
an  investigation  of  the  occurrences  in  your  city  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  April,  relatiuj: 
to  the  treatment  of  certain  American  citizens,  who  were  put  in  jail  for  riotous  conduct. 
On  the  22d  of  the  same  month  you  replied  that  the  Atalaya  of  your  city  had  publisliwl 
an  exaggerated  account  of  the  affair ;  that  no  public  official  had  tAken  part  in  the  out- 
rage ;  and  that  a  trial  had  been  ordered,  and  a  report  would  be  made  of  the  proc«e<lings. 

We  have  been  waiting  for  the  result  of  the  investigations,  and,  though  thre«  month* 
have  passed,  no  further  report  of  the  case  has  been  made  to  this  department. 

For  these  reasons  the  President  of  the  republic  orders  that  you  make  a  full  report  of 
the  case,  by  the  next  mail,  to  this  dejiartment,  so"  that  a  proper  understanding  may  ^ 
had  by  the'  supreme  authorities,  inasmuch  as  the  government  of  the  Uiut4^  States  ha^ 
made  inquiry,  and  no  answer  can  be  given  until  your  report  is  furnished. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  11th  August,  186d. 

MANUEL  AZPIROZ, 

ChUf  Ojfiaal 

The  GroVERNOR  of  th€  state  of  New  Leon,  in  'Monterey, 


[Tnmslation.] 
GOVERNMENT  OF  NEW  LEON. — ^NO.  26. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  dispatch  from  your  department  of  th©  11th  instant, 
asking  information  of  the  events  of  the  21st  of  April  last,  in  this  city,  in  reference  to  thr 
alleged  maltreatment  of  American  citizens  on  that  night.  The  account  you  ask  for  will 
be  forwarded  by  next  mail.  Your  communication  has  been  transmitted  to  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State  court. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Monterey,  23d  of  August,  1868. 

Carlos  F.  Ayala,  Chirf  Official, 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  MexAoo, 
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[Translatioii.  | 
GOVERNMENT  OF  NEW  LEON. — NO.  27. 

The  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  reports  this  day  as  follows : 
"In  order  to  expedite  the  business  of  procuring  the  information  desired  by  the  depart- 
ment  of  foreign  relations,  as  expressed  in  the  communication  which  you  sent  to  me 
yesterday,  I  gave  a  verbal  notice  to  the  judge  to  order  the  case  before  him,  on  petition 
of  the  foreigners  referred  to  in  the  communication,  and  have  a  legal  invcvStigation  insti- 
tut«!d  as  soon  as  possible,  although  all  the  witnesses  might  not  be  ready  to  give  their 
testimony. 

"Thl  judge  has  obeyed  the  order,  and  the  result  was  sent  to  the  chief  justice  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  for  his  confirmation.** 
The  report  of  the  case  is  as  follows : 

"  In  conformity  to  the  order  which  I  received  yesterday  from  the  citizen  president  of 
thesapreme  tribunal  of  justice  of  this  State,  to  investigate  th^  present  condition  of  the 
cause  instituted  against  the  ex- Alcalde  Juan  N.  Vara,  and  his  accomplices,  for  mal- 
treatment of  certain  strangers  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  April  last,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  next  day;  and  in  view  of  the  communication  of  the  11th  instant  from  the 
department  of  foreign  relations,  which  was  addressed  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  and 
sent  by  him  to  this  supreme  tribunal,  I  proceed  to  give  due  mllillment  to  that  superior 
Older. 

"On  the  22d  of  April  of  the  present  year  the  foreigners,  Ernest  F.  Luekhardt  and  F. 
F.  Potter,  presented  a  petition  to  the  judge  of  the  first  court  of  record  in  the  first  judi- 
cial district  of  this  State,  asking  that  pro«M?ution  be  commenced  against  the  prisoners, 
Adrian  Alguin,  Pedro  Marroqum,  and  Lorenzo  Chapa,  and  the  Alcalde  Juan  N.  Vara, 
for  outrages  received  by  the  tnree  foniicr  when  they  w*ere  taken  to  jail,  and  for  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  alcalde  in  the  violence  oft*ered  by  those  mentioned  as  having  taken  the 
complainants  to  jail  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  the  mouth  already  specified,  adding 
these  words  in  the  report :  *  As  to  the  person  whom  we  consider  as  the  primordial  cause 
of  all  this,  we  reserve  our  rights  to  promote  what  is  most  convenient.* 

"  Soon  afterwanls  the  court  opened  the  investigation  of  the  cfise  with  corresponding 
zeal,  recei\ing,  with  the  greatest  activity,  all  the  depositions  which  he  thought  to  be 
pertinent  to  the  case,  among  them  the  depositions  of  the  accusers  and  of  the  accuse«l, 
and  of  other  persons  cognizant  of  the  events.  According  to  the  evidence  collected,  it 
•  seems  that  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  April  the  accusers  and  four  other  strangers,  with 
a  few  Mexicans,  who  came  in  about  eleven  oVlock,  entered  the  drinking-house  called  the 
(irtm  Sociedad,  situated  in  Doctor  Meir  street,  and  having  imbibed  freely  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  became  drunk,  and  made  much  noise,  when  citizen  Davila,  (Narciso,)  acting 
secretary  to  the  governor,  who  lives  in  the  state-house,  sent  for  the  chief  of  police  to 
stop  the  disturbance.  Thereupon  a  corporal  and  two  police  assistants  came  to  the 
place,  and  finding  the  rioters  had.left  the  drinking-house  and  gone  into  the  street  front- 
ing the  place  looking  towards  the  east,  called  out  hnlt!  as  is  customary,  and  quien 
rifti  who  goes  there  fand  the  reply  was,  MejicOy  as  the  police  and  other  witnesses  tes- 
tify ;  and  then  the  strangers  uttered  curses,  when  they  were  arrested  and  taken  to  jail 
by  tlie  police,  after  consulting  with  citizen  Narciso  Davila,  who  was  in  his  room.  The 
I>et9ons  arrested  were,  however,  first  taken  before  the  alcalde,  who  ordered  them  to  jail, 
where  they  were  taken  by  a  proper  mandamus. 

**  During  that  night,  and  on  tne  mdming  of  the  following  day,  Alguin,  Marroquin, 
and  Chapa,  who  were  appointed  to  preserve  order  in  the  jail,  maltreated  tlie  prisoners 
by  word  and  deed,  and  even  struck  two  of  the  foreigners,  giving  as  a  reason  for  it  that 
they  had  disobeyed  orders  and  violated  the  regulations  of  the  place,  and  because  they 
refused  to  work  at  cleaning  the  premises,  such  as  sweeping  up  the  filth  and  carrying 
out  the  barrel  in  which  it  was  put. 

^*  For  these  acts  it  was  declarod  that  the  alcalde  and  his  accomplices,  three  in  num- 
ber, were  liable  to  prosecution  for  these  outrages  to  the  foreigners,  and  the  alcalde  was 
removed  from  office,  and  the  other  men  were  put  in  jail ;  but  the  alcalde  had  to  give 
•security  for  his  appearance,  and  the  others  were  to  be  tried  for  taking  the  strangers  to 
jail  for  disturbing  the  peace. 

^Tfae  accused  appealed  from  this  judgment  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State;  which 
jud^ient  having  Deen  considered,  was  confirmed  by  said  court. 

"Having  beam  the  confessions  of  the  accused,  time  was  given  to  the  prosecutors  to 
ponepare  their  case.    This  was  made  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  in  the  following  terms : 

***We  have  detefrmined  to  take  no  part  in  this  criminal  prosecution,  but  hope  the 
aatihoritiea  will  punish  the  guilty  for  their  mistreatment  of  us,  and  this  we  are  sure 
will  be  done  by  the  ^nst  and  impartial  authorities  to  whom  we  trust  the  case.' 

"After  making  this  declaration,  the  accusers  reserve  the  right  of  taking  testimony 
heFMfter,  if  necessary,  in  case  of  ftirther  claims  or  complaints ;  for  they  say  this  suit 
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only  concerns  the  alcalde  and  his  agents,  who  committed  the  outrages  on  the  ni^t  oi 
the  2l8t  and  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  April  last. 

^^  After  the  25th  of  June  the  trial  came  on,  and  progressed  rapidly  consideniiff  the 
number  of  witnesses  to  be  examined,  and  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  gadty ; 
and  the  record  in  the  case  already  amounts  to  122  pages  of  writing. 

^^  Some  of  the  accused  furnished  counsel,  and  it  was  granted  to  the  others  by  the 
court,  each  one  having  a  separate  lawyer,  as  the  cases  were  different  in  criimnality. 
All  have  made  their  defenses,  and  one  of  them  occupied  four  days  in  producing  his 
evidence.    The  accused  are  still  in  jail,  and  will  not  he  released  until  their  sentence  is 


*'  Such  is  a  summary  of  the  conditions  of  the  suits ;  but  nothing  positiye  can  be  said 
until  the  trials  are  concluded. 
**  In  furnishing  you  the  above  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  &c, 

"MANUEL  Z.  GOMEZ." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  you,  in  compliance  with  my  promise  to  yon  on 
answering  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  the  present  mouth. 
Independence  and  lib^y  I    Monterey,  25th  August,  1868. 


Carlos  F.  Ayala,  Chirf  Official. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Mejcieo, 


G.  TREVIKO. 


rTraiialAtion4 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. — OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS— AMERICAN  SECTIOK. 

In  the  report  you  made  to  this  department,  on  the  25th  of  August  last,  of  the  case  of 
certain  American  citizens  who  suffered  maltreatment  on  the  2l8t  of  April  last,  yon  said 
the  case  would  soon  be  decided  and  the  guilty  didy  punished.  As  I  have  not  yet  heard  of 
its  termination,  I  again  address  you,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  to  knor 


what  has  been  done  in  the  case  since  the  25th  of  August  last,  requesting  you  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  judgment  as  soon  as  pronounced.  If  the  trial  is  not  yet  over,  you  will  do 
all  you  can  to  expedite  the  process,  and  have  it  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  so(m  a» 


possible. 
Independence  and  liberty  I    Mexico,  November  30, 1868. 

LERDO  DE  TEJABA 
The  Governor  qf  the  State  of  New  Lean,  at  Monterey. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  232.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  3, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  3d  ultimo  to  receive  your  dispatdi  No. 
105,  of  the  30th  of  September  last,  relating  to  the  existence  on  the 
Mexican  bank  of  the  Bio  Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  from 
import  duties  on  commerce,  and  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to 
you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  that  subject. 

In  compliance  with  the  authorization  contained  in  your  dispatch  to 
confer  with  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs  upon  tlus  subject,  I 
had  interviews  with  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  on  the  6th  and  25tJi  ultimo,  at 
which  the  existing  arrangement  on  the  Bio  Grande  frontier  was  fmly 
discussed;  and  at  an  interview  on  the  2d  instant  it  was  again  refeired  ta 

By  the  same  mail  which  brought  me  your  dispatch  I  received  from 
the  department  a  copy  of  the  published  diplomatic  correspoudeooe  for 
1867,  in  which  (vol.  ii,  p.  412)  is  inserted  the  letter  I  addressed  to  jw 
from  New  Orleans,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1867,  upon  ttie  subject  of  tiiis 
objectionable  arrangement  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  and  e^iedally  a^ 
relates  to  the  facility  thus  given  to  the  port  of  Matamoras  to  become 
simply  a  port  of  free  deposit  for  effects  from  Europe  for  the  purpose  of 
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their  illicit  introdaction  across  the  narrow  Bio  Orande  into  the  United 


This  communication,  presenting  fiilly  the  views  I  could  now  only  rei^ 
erate  verbally,  I  brought  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Lerdo  in  our  first  inter- 
view, and  I  left  with  him  the  volume  that  he  might,  as  he  proposed, 
have  the  letter  translated  and  laid  before  President  Juarez. 

I  also  communicated  to  him  at  that  interview  the  substance  of  your 
dispatch,  and  of  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the 
oommunication  thereto  annexed. 

Subsequently  I  thought  it  desirable  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Lerdo, 
unofficially,  a  Qopy  of  your  dispatch  and  its  accompaniments,  and  did 
80  on  the  27th  ultimo,  with  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  herewith. 

I  also  communicateid  to  him,  unofficially,  in  a  note  under  date  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  a  printed  slip  containing  the  resolution  relating  to  this  free 
zone  adopted  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  on 
the  9th  of  June  last. 

A  copy  of  my  note  and  indosure  is  herewith  transmitt^.  I  also 
transmit  a  copy  and  translation  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada^s  t\\  o  notes  in 
reply. 

Since  my  arrival  here  in  October  of  last  year,  I  have,  on  frequent 
occasions,  as  the  opportunity  has  offered,  made  reference,  in  my  conver- 
sations with  members  of  the  government  and  with  tlieir  public  men 
generally,  to  the  desirability  and  justice  to  commerce  of  having  their 
national  tariff,  whatever  it  might  be,  made  equally  applicable  over  all 
parts  of  the  republic,  that  the  importer  of  foreign  effects  at  one  point  or 
port  might  be  placed  on  a  just  and  fair  equality  with  those  at  all  others ; 
and  I  have  urged,  so  far  as  I  properly  could,  the  propriety,  both  ii^the 
interest  of  Mexico  and  from  comity  to  the  United  States,  of  the  termi- 
nation of  the  arrangement  now  existing  on  the  Bio  Grande  frontier. 

I  have,  also,  since  the  appointment  on  the  24th  of  January  last  of  a 
commission  to  revise  the  tariff,  sought  such  opportunities  as  I  properly 
could  to  pi*esent  these  views  to  the  members  of  that  commission. 

The  ground,  therefore,  had  been  well  prepared  for  a  direct  conference 
upon  the  subject  with  this  government,  and  your  instruction  was  most 
timely.  In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  6th  ultimo,  I  referred 
to  the  statement,  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  day  before,  of 
the  receipts  at  each  of  their  different  custom-houses,  both  maritime  and 
frontier,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  total  receipts  at  all  of  the  frontier 
custom-houses  of  the  republic  and  at  the  port  of  Matamoras,  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  present  year,  amount  only  to  less  than  $400,000,  or  at 
the  rate  of  say  $800,000  per  annum. 

Assuming  the  average  rate  of  duties  under  the  existing  tariff'  to  be  fifty 
per  cent.,  the  above  sum  of  duties  would  therefore  represent  a  legitimate 
commerce  of  only  about  $1,600,000  per  annum,  while  it  is  notorious  that 
the  commercial  movement  on  that  frontier  ana  from  Matamoras  into  the 
interior  of  the  republic  must  be  of  vastly  greater  amount.  A  large 
contraband  trade  from  the  free  zone  into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  national  revenues  of  the  republic,  appears,  therefore, 
to  be  evident. 

.  I  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Nuevo 
Leon,  which  is  just  without  the  free  zone^  have  petitioned  the  general 
government  for  its  abolition,  representing  its  evil  effects  upon  their  com- 
merce and  the  public  revenue,  as  have  also  the  ports  of  Tampico  and 
Vera  Cruz,  whose  importations  are  necessarily  placed  at  great  disad- 
vantage by  the  evidently  fraudulent  introduction  into  the  interior,  by 
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way  of  Matamoras  and  of  the  free  zone,  of  merchandise  there  held  free 
of  duty. 

Mr,  Lerdo  replied  that  he  was  aware  of  these  representations  that  had 
been  made,  and  was  sensible  of  the  disadvantages  to  their  revenue,  to 
which  I  had  alluded ;  that  the  subject  of  this  free  zone  was  now  under 
consideration  by  the  government  in  connection  with  the  reform  of  thdr 
tariff;  and  that  while  he  had  borne  in  mind  the  observations  that  on 
several  previous  occasions  I  had  unof&cially  made  to  him  upon  this  sub- 
ject, full  consideration  would  be  given  to  what  I  had  now,  under  the 
autJiorization  of  my  government,  brought  to  his  attention. 

That  one  diflftculty  that  had  weighed  against  terminating  this  system 
on  the  Eio  Grande  was  the  entire  destruction  that,  it  was  urged,  it  would 
bring  upon  Matamoras,  but  that  perhaps  that  effect  mignt  be  avoided 
by  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  bonded  warehouses,  such  as  main- 
tained in  the  United  States,  and  allowing  merchandise  to  remain  in  the 
same  for  a  certain  time  before  the  payment  of  duty. 

I  replied  for  the  first  point  that  I  could  hardly  believe  it  probable  that 
the  result  he  apprehended  with  reference  to  Matamoras  would  be  real- 
ized ;  .that  legitimate  commerce  must  in  the  end  be  a  benefit,  rather  than 
an  injury,  to  any  place,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  positive  necessity,  in 
justice  to  commerce  at  the  other  ports  of  the  republic,  to  have  a  cob- 
mon  tariff  maintained  equally  applicable  everywhere. 

Mr.  Lerdo  made  some  reference  to  the  feeling  that  might  be  raised  on 
the  immediate  frontier  against  the  goveniment  by  the  abolition  of  priv- 
ileges that  had  been  so  long  conceded. 

On  the  17th  ultimo  the  report  just  made  of  the  commission  to  revise 
tha  tariff,  a  translation  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  department  with 
my  dispatch  No.  224  of  the  20th  ultimo,  was  published.  In  it  the  com 
mission  recommend  the  abolition  of  the  free  zone. 

In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  25th  I  referred  to  this  report, 
and  I  inquired  whether  the  position  thus  taken  by  the  commission  wonld 
be  sustained  by  the  government 

Mr.  Lerdo  replied  that  the  report  had  not  yet  been  fully  considered  bv 
the  cabinet,  and  he  could  not  say  what  the  decision  would  be^  bnthe 
thought  the  feeling  in  congress,  and  the  tendency  of  public  opinion  gH»- 
erally,  was  inclining  towards  the  suppression  of  the  fi*ee  zone. 

So  far  as  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet  and  between 
himself  and  the  President,  the  inclination  was  such  as  to  lead  to  the 
probability  of  final  action  in  the  matter,  so  far  as  it  might  depend  upoB 
the  executive  being  in  accord  with  the  recommendation  made  by  the 
commission.  That  if  the  tariff*  should  be  taken  up  exclusively  by  «»- 
gress,  he  could  not  say  what  its  action  might  be  upon  this  point  Nor 
&  the  new  tariff  should  be  left  under  some  general  authorization,  to  the 
executive  to  conclude,  could  he  yet  positively  say  that  it  would  be  deter- 
mined to  abolish  the  free  zone  entirely,  or  what  means  of  meeting  tiie 
conflicting  interests  involved  would  be  finally  adopted.  There  was » 
very  strong  opposition  from  Matamoras  against  any  change,  and  fte 
evening  before  a  representative  from  there  had  had  a  conversation  with 
him  of  over  two  hours,  in  which  some  arguments,  which  were  new  to 
him'  and  which  appeared  to  have  weight,  were  urged  in  support  of  the 
existing  system.  They  were  more  of  a  local  character,  however,  and  of 
detail,  and  could  not  fully  weigh  against  the  generaf  principles  and  the 
international  bearings  of  the  question  which  I  had  laid  before  hinu 

I  then  went  over  the  ground  again  of  the  various  arguments  in  fiivor 
of  the  equal  application  of  the  tariff  of  the  countay  to  all  parts  o(  the 
republic  alike ;  to  the  fallacy  of  the  representations  made  by  interested 
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parties  that  contraband  trade  could  be  more  easily  prevented  under  the 
present  arrangement  than  if  the  free  zone  was  abolished,  and  to  the 
grave  inconveniences  arising  to  the  United  States  from  the  liberty  now 
exteuded  to  the  merchants  in  this  free  zone  to  land  and  hold  merchan- 
dise there  from  Europe  without  the  payment  of  any  duty,  and  the  facility 
thereby  afforded  of  fraudulently  introducing  the  same  into  the  United 
States  across  the  slight  barrier  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  also  urged,  that  as  the  conviction  had  been  created  in  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  our  public  men  generally,  that  this  arrangement 
maintained  by  Mexico,  while  it  was  of  no  a4vantage  to  the  republic  at 
large,  was  one  of  serious  detriment  to  the  United  States,  it  became  a 
question  of  mutual  concern  on  the  part  of  tlie  governments  of  the  two 
countries  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  remove  this  cause  of  undesirable 
prejudice. 

Mr.  Lerdo,  at  the  conclusion  of  our  conversation  upon  this  point, 
stated  that  the  government  would  earnestly  seek  to  find  such  solution 
of  this  matter  as,  while  not  altogether  occasioning  the  evils  apprehended 
by  some  from  the  entire  suppression  of  the  free  zone,  would  yet  meet 
the  views  I  had  expressed,  and  also  satisfy  the  principle  of  uniformity 
in  their  new  tariff.  He  was  inclined  now  to  think  that  this  might  be 
obtained  by  establishing,  in  Matamoras  and  at  the  other  points  of  entry 
oa  the  frontier,  a  system  of  bonded  warehouses  such  as  prevailed  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  thus  the  systems  on  the  two  sides  of  the  frontier 
might  be  made  identical.*  1#  authorization  should  be  given,  as  he 
thought  probable,  to  the  executive  to  conclude  the  adjustment  of  the 
new  tariff  after  tlie  project  shall  have  been  submitted  to  congress,  it 
irould  then  be  in  the  i>ower  of  the  executive  to  treat  this  subject  in  the 
final  framing  of  the  tariff  regulations,  and  the  desires  of  the  executive 
would  be  as  he  had  indicated. 

In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  2d  instant  I  inquired  if  any 
decision  upon  the  subject  had  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the  cabinet  which 
I  could  communicate  to  my  government  as  final.  He  replied  that  there 
had  not. 

My  impre^on  is  that,  with  the  influence  that  has  now  been  brought 
to  bear,  the  suppression  of  the  free  zone  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the 
application  there  of  the  national  tariff  the  same  as  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  republic,  may  be  effected,  unless  some  political  obstacle  shall  inter- 
vene, either  in  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff  or  at  the  session  of  con- 
gress, which  takes  place  in  April  and  May  of  the  coming  year. 

The  Continuance  much  longer  of  the  existing  arrangement  does  not 
now  api>ear  to  be  probable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  SeiioT  Lerdo  de  Tefada, 

Mexico,  Xorember  27, 1868. 
Drar  Mr.  Lerdo  :  Althoagh,  as  you  wiU  observe,  I  am  not  especially  instructed  to 
do  BO,  there  may  he  no  impropriety,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  of  convenience  to 
the  Mexican  government  that  I  should  jj^ve  you  a  copy  or  the  note  addrt^ssed  to  me  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unite^l  States,  and  of  th^  note  inclosed  therewith  from 
the  Secretaiy"  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  the  free  zone  on  the  Rio  Grande  fron- 
tier, regarding  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  confer  with  you  in  our  interviews  of 
the  Gth  and  25th  instant. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


630  DEPLOBiATIC  C0EBE8P0NDENCE. 

I  have^  therefore,  the  honor  unofficially  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  8ftid  doIm 
herewith. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  Sebastian  Lekdo  db  Tkjada,  ^.,  ^c,  4^,  Fresmt, 


SeHor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr.  PUimb. 

ITnMmlfttion.] 

Mexico,  Xovember  27, 1968. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  copies  which  yon  have  been  pleased  to  send  to 
me  unofficially  with  your  letter  of  to-day  of  the  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary'  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  note  annexed  of  the  Hon.  Secretajr 
of  the  Treasury,  tipon  the  subject  of  the  free  zone  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  witii 
reference  to  which  we  conferred  in  our  interviews  of  the  6th  and  25tb  instant 

As  I  had  the  pleasure  to  state  to  jrou  in  those  interviews,  the  government  his  been 
occupied,  and  will  continue  to  give  its  attention  to  this  matter  with  the  serious  consid- 
eration that  it  merits. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA, 
Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb,  ^c,  ^.,  ^c 


Mr.  Plumb  to  SenorLer^de  Ttjada. 

Mexico,  Nofpembtr  28, 186a 
Dear  Mr.  Lerdo  :  As  a  matter  of  information  I  beg  to  Inclose  to  you,  unofficially, 
the  herewith  slip,  containing  a  resolution  which  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  United  States,  on  the  9th  of  June  last,  touching  tiie 
subject  of  the  zone  libre  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMR 
Hon.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  ^,  ^.,  ^c,  Preamt. 


House  op  Representatives, 

WatUngion,  June  9, 1868. 

THE  PREE  ports  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 

Mr.  Blaine  (Rep.,  Maine)  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Eesolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  wbelher 
the  action  of  the  Mexican  government  in  establishing  fi^ee  ports  at  Matamotas  lad 
other  points  on  the  Rio  Qrande  is  not  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  and  unfriendly 
to  the  commercial  rights  of  the  country. 


SeHor  Lerdo  de  Tefada  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

[Traimlatton.l 

Mexico,  November  US,  1868. 
Mx  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  to-day,  with  which  as  a  matter  of  in- 
formation you  have  been  pleased  to  inclose  to  me,  unofficially,  a  printed  slip,  contain- 
ing a  resolution  that  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  Ainerica  on  the  9th  of  June  last,  upon  the  subject  of  tbe  free  woe 
on  the  Rio  Grande  fit)ntier.  As  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  relating  thereto  of  yesto^ 
day,  the  government  has  considered  and  will  continue  to  occupy  itself  in  consideiing 
this  subject  with  that  attention  its  importance  requires. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '       ^       *^       ^'^  "^    g  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb,  ^.,  ^.,  ^c 
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Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  233.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico^  December  7,  1868. 

Sm:  In  a  letter  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  which  I  have  received 

to4ay  from  Mr.  Ulrich,  the  efficient  consul  at  Monterey,  he  has  inclosed  to 

me  a  copy  of  the  Periodico  Oficial  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Nuevo 

Leon,  of  the  18th  of  last  month,  which  contains  the  sentence  pronounced 

under  date  of  the  11th  of  November,  by  the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice 

of  the  State,  in  the  matter  of  the  outrage  inflicted  upon  certain  citizens 

of  the  United  States  at  Mohterey,  in  the  nxonth  of  April  last. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  copy  so  received  of  the  said  sentence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


[TranahOion.] 

5o.  33.— Official  gazette  of  the  state  government  of  new  leon,  Monterey, 

NOVEMBER  18,  1868. 

Sentenee  pronounced  by  the  first  ^bamber  of  the  sapreme  court  of  justice  of  the 
State  in  the  trial  instituted  on  the  petition  of  the  American  citizens,  Ernest  F.  Luck- 
hardt  and  F.  F.  Potter,  for  abuses  committed  in  the  prisbn  of  this  city. 

Monterey,  November  11, 1868. 

Tliis  cause  bein^  looked  into,  on  the  application  of  Ernest  F.  Luckhardt  and  F.  F.  Pot- 
ter, the  first  married,  aged  twenty-five,  merchant,  residing  in  tliis  city,  and  citizen  of 
the  neighboring  northern  republic ;  and  the  second,  also  citizen  of  this  republic,  with 
residence  in  New  York,  bachelor,  merchant,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  in  consequence 
of  their  having  been  taken  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  April  last,  in  company  with  four 
other  friends  and  countrymen,  to  the  public  prison,  where  they  were  all  grossly  insulted 
in  language,  especially  the  two  complainants,  who  suffered  in  addition  some  blows, 
struck  by  various  prisoners  with  a  cowhide.  In  view  of  the  decliurations  made  by  them 
and  their  companions  in  prison,  Santiago  P.  Montgomery,  Samuel  B.  Halhirens,  Lewis 
P.  Zappe,  and  Enrique  Reis ;  those  of  the  corpom  and  policemen  who  took  them  to 
the  prison ;  that  of  the  secretary  of  the  government,  Narcisso  Davila ;  those  of  J.  O. 
Margain,  Angustin  Valadez,  Cayetano  Arenal,  and  Albert4>  Fahremberg,  who  also  were 
in  company  with  those  apprehended  until  the  moment  when  they  were  led  to  prison ; 
that  of  the  Alcalde  Juan  N.  Vara,  and  of  the  arrested  Adrian  Olguin,  Pedro  Mam»quin, 
and  Lorenzo  Chapa,  together  with  the  other  declarations  made  by  the  witnesses  exaui- 
ined  in  this  brief^  and  afterwards  in  detail,  at  the  request  of  the  defendent.  Alcalde 
Vara,  and  the  prisoner,  Lorenzo  Chapa;  having  examined  the  finding  of  well-taken 
pnmonnced  on  the  other  hand  against  the  alcalde,  against  ^^drian  Olguin,  Marnxiuiu, 
and  Chapa,  the  confessions  and  aUegatious  taken  i^ainst  them  in  writing,  the  desist- 
ance  which  complainants  afterwards  made,  beginning  at  page  89,  in  what  relates  to 
these  offenders,  reserving  their  right  to  seek  testimony  relating  to  the  matter,  and  to 
direct  their  action  a^inst  the  secretary  of  the  government,  who  ordered  the  police  to 
conduct  them  to  prison,  hoping,  however,  that  justice  would  be  done  in  applying  to 
the  first  sach  punishment  as  may  be  in  accordance  with  law ;  having  considered  the 
papers  presented  by  the  defenders  of  the  accused,  the  sentence  pronounced  in  first 
instance,  the  appeal  interposed,  the  supplementary  petition  of  the  fiscal,  and  what  has 
been  since  alleged  in  writing  of  the  utterance  of  irritating  language  and  expressions 
in  the  public  streets;  and  finally,  in  view  of  the  whole  matter  which  has  been  passed 
upon ;  uid  considering —    ' 

L  That  the  matter  brought  before  the  alcalde  only  included  Juan  Vara  and  the 
parties  arrested,  Olguin,  Marroquin.  and  Chapa,  to  whom  alone  in  consequence  the  sen- 
iMiee  in  first  instance  ought  to  apply  and  could  apply. 

2.  That  the  charge  is  well  proven  which  is  made  against  the  alcalde  as  to  his 
authorization  of  the  use  of  the  cowhide  delivered  by  him  to  those  prisoners,  whom  he 
distiiiguiahed  with  the  names  of  president  and  aids,  that  they  might  use  it  inside  the 
priwm  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  order  and  making  themselves  respected,  without  it 
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servinff  as  an  excuse  for  him  that  he  found  this  practice  in  use  when  it  was  received 
from  the  alcaldes,  because  as  explicit  as  is  the  2l8t  article  of  our  constitution  which 
prohibits  it,  he  ought,  if  the  use  of  the  cowhide  was  not  abstained  from,  to  have  at 
least  consulted  with  the  cliief  alcalde,  and  have  given  notice  of  the  usage  to  the  mini»- 
ters  who  weekly  make  and  have  ma<le  visits  to  the  prison,  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
has  done,  thereby  incurring  voluntarily  the  responsibility  for  its  continuance,  and  even 
anticipatmg  and  authorizing  that  reprehended  usage. 

3.  That  it  is  also  proven  and  admitted  that  on  the  night  of  the  21st  April  last  the 
visits  provided  for  in  article"  11  of  the  rcffulations  were  not  made,  nor  on  the  moruiug 
of  the  following  day  early  report  attended  to,  as  it  should  have  been  according  to  article 
92,  which  duty  if  it  had  been  attended  to  might  probably  have  averted  the  maltreat- 
ment which  Potter  and  Leinchardt  subsequently  received,  because  it  is  probable  that 
complaint  would  have  been  made  by  themselves  of  what  had  previously  happened  to 
them.  • 

4.  That  from  the  declaration  of  the  captives,  it  appeared  without  contradiction 
that  it  was  the  general  custqm  to  set  the  prisoners  brought  in  during  the  night  to 
the  cleansing  of  th©  prison,  which  they  constantly  did,  and,  as  appears,  always  had  done, 
it  following  from  this  that  indirectly  those  were  destined  to  these  hibors,  although 
merely  under  detention,  which  should  not  be  so,  as  it  is  well  known  that  tnere  is  w?t 
aside  for  these  parties  a  locality  distinct  from  that  allotted  to  captives,  under  punish- 
ment and  sentenced,  and  although  from  want  of  room  these  pei'sons  were  placed  within 
the  gratings  in  the  hall  of  the  prison,  according  to  the  regulation,  the  alcalde  should 
never  have  permitted  that  they  should  have  been  compelled  to  discharge  police  duties 
and  the  cleansing  of  duugetms  and  x^rivies. 

5.  But  supposing  the  general  practice  of  putting  *  to  this  cleaning  work  those 
who  should  be  brought  in  during  the  night,  and  that  the  direction  which  the  alcalde 
hatl  made  to  Nelquin  for  those  detained  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  neither  to  him  or  his 
companions,  Marroquin  and  Chapa,  can  be  laid  the  charge  of  having  destined  Leinchardt 
and  Potter  to  take  out  from  a  dungeon  to  the  pit  the  barrels  of  filth,  and  to  Marroquin 
having  closed  the  pit  against  them,  as  well  as  Kahlirens  and  Zappa,  because  they  wen 
not  under  obligation  to  observe  si>ontuneous  considerations  which  in  truth  could  not 
be  looked  for  or  expected  from  x>ersons  of  their  condition. 

6.  That  in  the  same  manner,  also,  the  president  Olquin  did  well  in  rebuking  Leinch- 
ardt because  in  the  night  he  p:i8sed  his  urine  into  the  vessel  which  contained  the  water 
made  use  of  in  the  prison,  eveii  though  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
that  circumstance  and  supposed  the  vessel  was  intended  for  a  very  different  purpose 
and  proper  for  the  use  which  he  made  of  it. 

7.  That  assuming  the  delivery  of  the  .cowhide  to  the  president  and  assistant 
named  by  the  alcalde  to  prevent  disorders,  it  is  neither  just  nor  lawful  to  make  these 
prisoners  liable  for  the  use  they  ma^'  have  made  of  it,  because  they  were  merely  execu- 
tives, and  in  their  sxihere  w^ere  not  in  situation  to  remark  upon  or  opi)o«e  the  mandate  of 
their  superior,  and  the  more  when  this  mandate  was  only  in  respect  of  chastisement 
which  although  odious  and  repugnant  perhaps  was  considered  as  very  convenient  and 
useful  to  preserve  order  without  endangering  the  life  of  any  person  soever.* 

8.  That  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  observed  in  this  case,  and  it  is  proved  by  what  is  said 
by  the  detained,  and  even  may  be  inferred  from  the  declarations  of  the  offenders,  that 
there  was  excess  in  the  use  or  the  cowhide,  and  chiefly  on  the  part  of  Marroquin  and 
Chapa,  with  the  tolerance  of  President  Alguin^  who,  however,  has  not  established  the 
disobedience  of  Leinchhanlt  when  he  gave  him  a  cowhide,  it  being  notable  that  he 
would  occupy  himself  steafUly  molesting  Potter  aud  Leinchliardt  in  preference  to  other 
detained  paities,  and  even  other  prisoners,  and  subjects  for  correction,  which  also  leads 
us  to  understand  the  prejudice  which  he  entertained  against  them,  aud  the  iiguriou« 
language  he  uttered  against  thein. 

9.  That  for  such  excess  they  should  be  chastised  with  proportionate  penalties,  regu- 
lated by  the  o])inion  of  the  writers  noting  the  laws,  especially  that  of  July  21,  Iw. 
which  sx>(>aks  of  light  ofl'enses  and  authorizes  the  practice,  according  to  which  offenw* 
of  this  nature  have  never  been  punished  in  the  manner  which  was  det-erminedon  in  the 
sentence  of  the  1st  instance,  and  less  if  the  class  of  x>er8ons  was  considered  on  whom 
were  inflicted  the  injuries  and  blows,  the  motives  and  other  ver^^  different  circunistanee8; 
in  fact,  all  and  of  distinct  character  which  intervened  in  injuries  of  sjieech  aud  of  action 
which  take  place  between  individuals. 

10.  In  regard  to  what  relates  to  tho  shortcomings  of  the  alcalde,  the  penalty  should 
be  apx)lied  which  is  established  bylaw  10th,  and  the  end  of  the  6th  title,  ^  b«>k  12th. 
of  the  new  comx>ilation,  because  in  effect  that  fiiiictionary  is  responsible,  although  indi- 
rectly, for  the  maltreatment  which  the  detained  Leinchardt  and  Potter  received,  taking 
in  estimation  his  assured  authorization  of  the  use  of  the  cowhide,  for  failure  in  visiting 
the  ]irison  on  that  night,  and  for  not  having  provided  against  the  assignment  of  thoH* 
detained,  to  any  service. 

11.  That  the  contestants  having  withdrawn  any  application  as  to  what  relates  to  the 
alcalde  and  prisoners,  judicial  costs  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  account  a« 
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against  them  which  have  not  been  demanded  from  them  by  the  magistrate  of  the  first 
hall.  Passing  judgment  definitively,  I  say  that  the  sentence  passed  ought  to  be  re- 
viewed and  corrected,  declaring,  as  it  is  declared — 

1.  That  for  a  year  and  a  half,  reckoned  from  the  2l8t  of  May  of  this  year,  when  in  this 
cause  the  order  for  imprisonment  was  made,  the  alcalde,  Juan  Vara,  in  rebuke  for  the 
errors  and  omissions  he  has  fallen  into,  is  prohibited  from  acting  in  this  service  in  any 
of  the  prisons  of  the  State. 

2.  That  the  captives  Adrian  Olguin,  Pedro  Marroqnin,  and  Lorenzo  Chapa,  must  suffer 
for  the  maltreatment  they  gave  to  the  arrested,  Leincliardt  and  Potter,  a  penalty  of 
forty  days  at  the  public  works,  reckoned  from  tlie  next  to  the  conclusion  of  tlie  sentence 
which  passed  ux)on  them  for  the  ott'enses  in  respect  to  which  they  are  now  on  trial. 

3.  That  whenever  the  testimony  in  this  cause,  or  of  part  of  the  attending  circum- 
stances, is  sought  for  by  the  complainants,  or  by  other  parties  interosteil,  it  shall  be 
famished  in  the  maimer,  and  on  the  terms,  and  for  the  uses  i)ermitted  by  law. 

4.  That  it  be  made  known  to  the  alcalde  of  the  prison,  that  he  must,  in  all  cases,  pro- 
vide for  placing  parties  under  arrest  in* a  place  apart  without  employing  them  in 
another  place,  and  if  that  cannot  be  completely  done  in  all  cases,  they  must  not  be 
employed  in  the  police  duty  of  cleansing  the  prison  and  its  courtyard.  Let  this  be  noted, 
and  of  those  who  neglect  the  matter  let  account  be  made. 

Thia  I  determine,  order,  and  sign,  and  bear  witness  of  as  citizen  magistrate. 

MANUEL  Z.  GOMEZ. 
LUCIAN  ESPINOSA,  Secretary, 

SENTENCE. 

To-day  we  publish,  in  the  appropriate  part,  the  sentence  pronounced  in  the  first 
chamber  of  the  supreme  court  of  iustice  of  the  State,  in  the  cause  drawn  up  against 
the  parties  who  committed,  in  tne  prison  of  this  city,  various  abuses  of  which  some 
foreigners  were  victims ;  abuses  which  theAtalaya  denounced,  although  with  noticeable 
exaggeration,  and  about  which  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic  sought  infor- 
mation. 


MEXICAN  LEGATION. 

Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  June  16, 1868. 

Mr.  Romero  presents  bis  respects  to  Mr.  William  Hunter,  and  bas  tbe 
honor  to  remit  to  him  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  yesterday  by  the  consul 
of  the  Mexican  republic  at  New  Orleans  to  the  Mexican  consul  at  New 
York,  respecting  an  expedition  which  is  said  to  be  in  preparation  at  that 
port  to  land  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Romero  begs  that  Mr.  Hunter  will  please  do  what  is  needful,  in 
case  such  expedition  is  really  contemplated,  to  prevent  it  from  taking 
place. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ifec,  <fcc.,  dkc. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  June  15, 1868. 
To  T.  N.Navarro,  Mexican  Conntl : 

An  expedition  against  Mexico  is  fitted  ont  here.    Ship  Island  is  the  place  of  reunion. 
Matamoras  the  place  to  land  at.    I  have  informed  General  Buchanan. 

RAMON  S.  DIAZ, 

Mexican  Consul. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Seflor  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  16, 1868. 
Mr.  Hunter  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Bomero,  and  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  his  note  of  this  date,  relative  to  a  supposed  hostile  expe- 
dition against  Mexico  in  preparation  at  New  Orleans.  In  reply  Mr. 
Hunter  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Bomero  that  the  subject  diall  at 
once  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities. 


Senor  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  June  27, 1868. 
Mr.  Secretary:  In  calling  your  attention  to  a  note  which  I  addressed 
to  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon 
the  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  consul  of  Mexico  in  New  York, 
dated  the  15th  instant,  in  which  he  sends  me  the  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  consul  of  Mexico  in  New  Orleans,  with  an  annex,  dated  the 
16th,  relating  to  the  projected  expedition  organizing  in  that  city  for  the 
purpose  of  invading  Matamoras,  by  common  rejwrt. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sidejration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <fcc.,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Consulate  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  June  16, 1868. 

I  sent  you  a  telegram  yesterday  informing  you  that  a  filibuster  esmedition  is  fonning 
here  to  invade  Mexico,  by  way  of  Matamoras.  I  inclose  a  copy  or  the  note  I  sent  to 
General  Buchanan  on  the  subject. 

Recruiting  is  ^oinff  on  publicly,  and  I  can  now  designate  three  places  where  th« 
names  of  the  enlisted  are  enrolled,  viz :  the  Spanish  tavern  caUed  the  Laa  BuntUadoB^on 
St.  Philippe  street,  between  Old  Levee  and  Chartres,  the  coffee-house  on  the  comer  of 
Bienville;  and  Dauphin  in  front  of  a  boanling-house.  No.  126  Toulouse  street,  where  s 
person  who  calls  hmiself  colonel  is  lodging,  and  who  was  among  the  late  invaden  of 
the  republic,  and  is  now  recruiting.  This  individual  was  wounded  in  the  left  hand  si 
half-past  three  to-day,  by  one  of  the  adventurers  of  the  expedition,  in  a  row  that 
occurred  between  them.  The  imperialist,  Perez  Gomez,  was  residing  in  the  house  ifi 
Toulouse  street  tiU  very  lately,  and  it  is  now  occupied  by  a  Mexican  named  Aguilar, 
who  also  figured  in  the  famous  empire. 

The  expedition  is  forming  here,  and  in  small  boats,  traversing  creeks  and  lagoons; 
they  go  to  Ship  Island  in  squads,  whence,  I  am  assured^  the  expedition  wiU  mil  for 
Matamoras. 

Santa  Anna's  emissaries  arrived  here  last  night  from  Havana,  in  the  American  steamer 
Star  of  the  Union,  and  they  famish  means  for  the  expedition.         *  *  *    , 

I  will  keep  you  informed  of  daily  occurrences.  Accept  the  protests  of  my  apprecia- 
tion.   Independence,  liberty,  and  reform ! 

RAMON  S.  DIAZ. 

The  Citizen  Consul  General  of  the  Bi^blic  of  Mexico  in  2few  York, 

Washington,  June  27,  l^ft?. 
A  true  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO. 
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CONSULADO  DB  LA  RbPUBUCA  MkJICANA  EN  NUEVO  ORLEANS, 

New  OrkanSf  June  15, 1868. 
General:  I  have  this  morning  learned  that  a  military  expedition  is  being  fitted  out 
in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  republic  of  Mexico.    The  landing  is  to  be 
made  at  Matamoras. 

According  to  my  information  the  men  composing  said  expedition  are  to  embark  at  an 
island  caU^  Navio,  (Ship  Island,)  near  Lake  Pontchartrain,  where  there  are  already 
aboat  three  hundred  men  and  two  schooners.  The  expedition  is  to  be  composed  of 
twelve  hundred  men. 

I  hope,  general,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  the  proper  measures  in  order  that 
die  nentr&ty  laws  may  not  be  violated. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RAMON  S.  DIAZ, 

Mexi4ian  Consul. 
General  Buchanan, 

Cowmandiny  lyFth  MOUary  DiatricL 

Washinoton,  June  27, 1868. 
A  true  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Senor  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  29, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  outrages  perpe- 
trated recently  on  the  persons  of  respectable  American  merchants  in  the 
city  of  Monterey,  and  to  request  your  influence  for  the  speedy  acyust- 
ment  of  this  unfortunate  afi^,  which  at  present  is  attracting  so  much 
attention  in  this  country. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Senor  Don  Matias  Komero,  ACj  &c,,  Ac. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexioan  Legation  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  June  29,  1868. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of 
the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  to-day,  calling  my 
attention  to  the  outrages  said  to  have  been<committed  recently  upon  the 
persons  of  respectable  American  merchants  residing  in  Monterey,  and 
requesting  me  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  prompt  settlement  of  the  unpleasant 
aiSair. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  statement  of  the  affair 
was  published  in  a  newspaper  while  I  was  in  Mexico. 

Disapprobation  of  the  event  was  officially  expressed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  as  soon  as  the  occurrence  became  publicly  known, 
and  a  proper  investigation  was  ordered  to  ascertain  the  truth,  and  in 
view  of  it  to  take  the  steps  it  might  be  deemed  just  and  opportune. 

It  is  true  that  shortly  before  I  left  the  city  of  Mexico  the  government 
of  tiie  republic  received  the  information  necessary  to  enable  it  to  ibrm  a 
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jadgment  of  the  painful  incident,  with  fall  cognizance  of  the  cause;  and 
when  all  the  particulars  have  come  to  hand,  it  will  proceed  to  fix  the  re- 
sponsibility, in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  republic,  upon  the  per- 
sons found  guilty,  and  to  satisfy  those  who  may  have  been  injured  in 
consequence  of  those  events  in  the  manner  it  may  believe  to  be  most 
equitable. 

I  cannot  let  this  occasion  pass  without  informing  you  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  which  justly  appreciates  the  friendship  and  good  intel- 
ligence of  the  United  States,  not  only  never  will  authorize  any  act  that 
may  be  considered  unfriendly  towards  the  government  of  this  comitry, 
or  to  its  citizens,  but  whenever  an  unlucky  occurrence,  to  its  regret, 
damages  citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  will  hasten,  as  it  has  done  in 
the  present  case,  to  investigate  the  facts,  in  order  to  do  ftiU  justice  to 
those  who  may  be  wrongfully  injured. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfec,  cfec,  cfec. 


[Memorandam. — ^TranBlation.J         • 

The  iron  steamer  Mosquito  was  built  in  London  to  serve  as  a  tug  for 
sailing  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Tampico.  Soon  'after  reaching  that 
port  it  was  used  as  a  war  vessel  by  partisans  of  French  intervention  in 
Mexico.  This  over,  it  was  taken  to  Havana  and  delivered  to  the  Spanish 
authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

It  is  said  that  those  authorities  are  disposed  to  give  it  up  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  if  they  are  paid  the  costs  of  keeping  it.  The  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  would  like  to  be  certain  of  the  disposition  of  the  authori- 
ties of  Cuba  in  this  particular^  and  would  like  to  know  what  sum  they 
expect  before  the  vessel  will  be  given  up. 

Washington,  July  8, 1868. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Bamero. 

.Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  July  9, 1868. 
Sir;  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  reference 
to  a  supposed  to  be  intended  infraction  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the 
United  States  by  parties  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  to  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  between  this  department,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Senor  Don  Matias  Eomeeo,  cfcc,  cfcc,  c6c. 
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Qentral  Schofield-  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

War  Department, 

Washington  City,  July  1,  1868. 
Sm :  I  hare  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  Jnne  29,  received 
yesterday  from  Oeneral  Bachanan,  commanding  tne  5th  military  district,  relative  to  the 
tfieet  of  certain  suspicions  characters  who  were  on  the  reservation  at  Fort  Livingston, 
Louisiana. 

Very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


General  Buchanan  to  General  Schofield. 

Telegraph  Office,  War  DEPARTMFjn*, 

Washmgtony  D.  C,  June  29, 1868. 

[By  telegraph  from  New  Orleans,  June  29, 1868.] 

I  sent  a  company  to  Fort  Livingston  on  Tharsday,  25th,  to  arrest  a  number  of  men 
reported  by  the  ordnance  sergeant  at  that  post  as  being  on  the  reservation  under  sos- 
picioQS  circumstances,  and  who  refused  to  leave  when  ordered  by  him.  The  company 
returned  this  morning  bringing  seventy-four  prisoners,  and  a  sloop  with  ten  days*  rations 
on  board.  The  party,  with  the  exception  of  two  who  appear  to  be  the  leaders,  are  all 
foreigners.  The  principal  man  is  Huliary  Ceuds,  an  ex- confederate,  and  formerly  of 
oar  navy.  I  have  sent  all  hands  to  the  military  prison,  and  have  the  sloop  astern  of 
cmr  quartermaster's  ste<»mer.  The  civil  authorities  of  the  United  States  would  not  com- 
mit the  parties  until  they  could  get  forther  instructions.  Have  you  any  instmotions 
for  me  f    I  answered  your  communication  by  mail  on  Saturday. 

R.  C.  BUCHANAN, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 
General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Schofield  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 

Washington  City,  July  2,  1868. 
Sm.  In  connection  with  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  inclosing  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  from  Brevet  M^or  General  Buchanan,  commanding  the  5th  military  district, 
reporting  the  arrest  of  a  party  of  suspicious  persons  at  Fort  Livingston,  I  have  tbe 
h<mor  to  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  the  same  officer, 
marked  **  confidential,"  and  dated  June  27,  1868,  relative  to  an  alleged  Mexican  expe- 
dition. 

Very  resjjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


General  Buchanan  to  General  Schofield. 

[ConfidentiaL] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Milftary  District, 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  June  27, 1868. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  o^ 
the  22d  instant,  marked  "  confidential,  ^  relating  to  Mexican  expedition. 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  matter  referred  to  had  already  been  brought  %o 
my  notice  in  a  communication  dated  June  15,  1868,  received  from  the  Mexican  con- 
sul, Sefior  Bamon  S.  Diaz,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  A. 
Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication  I  dispatched  a  staff  officer  to 
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Ship  Island  to  communicate  on  the  subject  with  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post, 
Brevet  Major  General  Mower^  and  to  give  him  instructions  to  prevent  the  departure  oif 
any  illegal  expedition  from  that  point.  No  information  could  be  obtained  of  the  inten- 
tion of  any  such  expedition  to  start  from  Ship  Island, 

From  the  information  received,  I  am  satisfied  that  Cat  Island,  not  Shipldand, 
was  the  intended  point  of  departure,  as  two  suspicious  looking  schooners  were  lying 
abreast  of  it.    It  was  suspected  that  they  were  intended  for  transportation.' 

On  his  return  my  8ta£f  officer  reported  to  me  that  the  revenue  cutter  Wilderness  was 
cruising  off  Cat  Island,  and  that  he  had  an  interview  with  the  officer  commanding  that 
vessel,  who  promised  to  do  all  he  could  to  prevent  any  expedition  from  starting,  and 
would  cruise  there  for  a  week. 

A  copy  of  the  communication  from  the  Mexican  consul  was  sent  to  the  senior  nayal 
officer  at  this  station,  upon  the  day  of  its  receipt,  with  the  request  that  he  would  co- 
operate to  the  extent  of  his  jiower  in  the  prevention  of  the  expedition,  to  which  he 
replied  that  ^^  there  was  no  available  force  at  his  command  capable  of  giving  assistance 
in  the  suppression  of  this  expedition.'' 

Two  days  after  this  the  Mexican  consul  a^ain  reported  to  me  that  another  expedition 
was  about  leaving  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  I  then  suggested  to  him  the  pro- 
priety of  layiiig  the  whole  matter  before  the  United  States  district  attorney,  Mr.  Tor- 
rey.  which  he  md.  The  result  of  this  was  the.  arrest  of  some  forty  or  fifty  men  by  the 
civil  authorities,  who  were  discharged  next  morning  for  want  of  evidence  to  jostify 
their  detention. 

On  the  24th  instant,  I  received  a  letter  firom  the  ordnance  sergeant  at  Fort  Living- 
ston, informing  me  that  there  were  some  sixty  or  seventy  persons  there  whom  he  had 
ordered  to  leave,  but  who  entirely  disregarded  his  orders,  and  refused  to  obey  them. 

I  immediately  dispatched  a  company  of  the  first  infantry  on  a  steamer  to  that  point, 
with  orders  to  arrest  the  whole  party  and  bring  them  to  this  city,  at  the  same  time 
informinj^  the  United  States  district  attorney  of  my  action,  and  requesting  him  to  send 
a  civil  officer  with  the  expedition,  which  he  did. 

The  party  has  not  yet  returned,  but  as  soon  as  it  comes  a  report  of  the  expedition 
will  be  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBERT  C.  BUCHANAN, 
Brevet  Major  General,  United  Statee  Army,  Commaiuitii^. 

Mfgor  General  John  M.  Schofield, 

Secretary  of  War,  Waehingtan  City,  D.  C. 


8moT  Dkui  to  General  Buchanan. 

New  Orleans,  June  15, 1868. 
General  :  I  have  this  morning  learned  that  a  military  expedition  is  being  fitted  ont 
in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  republic  of  Mexico.    The  landing  is  to  he 
made  at  Matamoras. 

According  to  my  information  the  men  composing  said  expedition  are  to  embark  at 
the  island  Navio,  near  Lake  Pontchartrain,  where  there  are  already  about  three  hun- 
dred men  and  two  schooners.    The  expedition  is  to  be  composed  of  twelve  hundred  men. 
I  hope,  general,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  the  proper  measures  in  order  th&t 
the  neutrality  laws  may  not  be  violated. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMON  8.  DIAZ, 

Mexuxm  Cweul 
General  Buchanan, 

Commanding  F\fth  Military  Dietrict. 


Mr,  Browning  to  Mr.  Seward, 

AiTORNET  General's  Office, 

Washingtan,  July  7, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  respecting 
alleged  hostile  expeditions  supposed  to  be  fitting  out  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  witb  the  object  of  violating  the  temtory  of  a  friendly  p«wer,  and  htrt- 
with  inclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  I  have  issued  to  thediatiict  attorney  and 
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marshal  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  premises.    The  papers  which  accompanied  your  letter 
are  herewith  returned,  as  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  BROWNING, 
Attorney  General  ad  interim, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Browning  to  Mr,  Torrey, 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

WasUngUm,  July  7, 1H68. 
Sir:  From  reports  officially  made  by  the  military  authorities  within  your  judicial 
district,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been  communicated  to  me  through  the 
Department  of  State,  it  appears  that  well-grounded  suspicions  exist  of  hostile  expedi- 
tions being  prepared  in  disregard  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States,  witn  the 
object  of  violating  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

I  have  to  direct  you  to  be  vigilant  and  prompt  in  causing  the  apprehension  and  due 
prosecution  of  all  persons  against  whom  tnere  is  reasonable  evidence  in  the  premises. 
A  duplicate  of  this  communication  is  addressed  to  the  marshal  under  this  date. 
V  cry  respectfully  yours^ 

O.  H.  BROWNING 
Attorney  General  ad  interim, 
Samuel  H.  Torrsy,  Esq., 

United  States  Attorney,  New  OrleaMj  Lomeiana, 


Senar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexioan  Legation  in  the  United  States; 

Washingtony  July  10, 1868. 

Mr.  Secret ABY :  I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  com- 
mnnication  of  yesterday,  containing  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
yonr  department,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  violation  of  the  United  States  neu- 
trality laws,  which  was  contemplated  by  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Orleans  against  the  Mexican  republic. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  send  the  note  and 
annexed  documents  to-day  to  the  government  of  Mexico.  I  avail  myself 
of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  *c. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Senor  Diaz  to  Mr.  Seward* 

Mexican  Consulate, 

Neu)  Orleans^  July  23, 1868. 
Bra :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  due  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  3d  instant,  which  would  have  betn  sooner  answered  but 
for  the  fact  that  I  was  awaiting  a  fuller  development  of  the  schemes  and 
combinations  now  on  foot  to  foment  anew  a  ^tricidal  strife  in  Mexico. 
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Yoa  have  no  doubt  been  already  informed  that  through  the  zealous 
and  active  co-operation  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  this  city, 
two  detachments  of  the  expeditionary  forces  have  been  captured  in  this 
State,  to  wit :  one  on  the  22d  of  June  ultimo,  in  this  city,  and  the  other 
at  Grande  Terre,  near  Fort  Livingston,  on  the  26th  of  tiie  same  month. 
The  leaders  of  these  illegal  organizations  were  arrested  and  examined 
before  Governor  Weller,  United  States  commissioner,  and  held  to  answer 
before  the  United  States  district  court  in  November  next.  The  testimony 
adduced  at  this  examination,  together  with  the  voluntary  declarations 
of  several  of  the  prisoners,  left  no  doubt  either  of  the  object  oriUegality 
of  the  expedition. 

The  agents  of  General  Santa  Anna  in  this  city,  notwithstanding  these 
arrests,  continue  their  enlistments  of  adventurers,  with  the  view  of  over- 
throwing the  existing  government,  and  of  proclaiming  young  Iturbide 
Imperial  Prince,  and  Santa  Anna  Eegent  of  the  empire  during  the 
minority  of  Iturbide. 

These  enlistments  are  now  taking  place  on  Common  street,  No.  104, 
in  this  city,  where  there  is  an  agency  for  the  contract  of  laborers  on  a 
railroad  in  Houston,  Texas.  The  men  are  forwarded  to  Galveston, 
whence  they  are  to  embark  for  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  land  at  a  point 
in  proximity  to  Key  Westjwhich  is  the  general  rendezvous,  and  at  which 
place  they  are  to  receive  their  ammunition,  arms,  uniforms,  transports, 
&c.,  from  Havana. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  a  body  of  men,  estimated  at  over  two  hnn- 
•dred,  left  the  city  this  morning,  via  Opelousas  railroad,  for  Texas.  Many 
of  the  men  have  been  identified  as  forming  part  of  tUe  expeditions  ahove 
referred  to,  which  were  captured  and  broken  up  in  this  city  in  June  last 

In  view  of  the  friendly  offices  and  interest  ever  manifested  by  liie 
government  of  the  United  States  towards  her  sister  republic,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  more  eftectually  and  speedily  crushing  out  and  diaconn- 
tenancing  the  machinations  of  wicked  and  scheming  adventurers  in  oar 
midst,  who,  by  means  of  specious  pretexts  and  promises,  are  seducing 
and  entrapping  many  ignorant  and  unsuspecting  dupes  into  their  illegal 
combinations,  1  respectfully  commend  to  the  President's  attention  the 
fact  whether  the  time  has  not  now  anived  when  a  proclamation  issued 
by  his  excellency  upon  that  subject  would  not  tend  in  a  great  measnre 
tp  put  a  stop  to  all  filibustering  expeditions  against  Mexico. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  tender  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, its  warmest  and  sincere  thanks  for  your  interposition  in  defend- 
ing the  integrity  of  the  Mexican  territory,  and  maintaining  intact  the 
neutrality  laws.  The  instructions  which,  with  characteristic  promptness, 
were  issued  from  your  department  to  the  United  States  authorities  in 
this  city,  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge,  were  carried  out  with  alacrity  aid 
cordiality,  and  all  necessary  assistance  required  by  myself  has  been  at 
all  times  and  on  all  occasions  by  them  zealously  furnished.  I  am 
indebted  for  many  obligations  to  Gfeneral  R.  C.  Buchanan,  the  United 
States  marshal,  the  collector  of  the  customs,  and  particularly  to  Samnd 
H.  Torrey,  esq.,  the  United  States  district  attorney,  who  contrilmted 
very  actively  with  me  in  making  all  needful  arrests. 

With  many  assurances  of  my  profound  cdfisideration^  I  have  the  honor, 
sir,  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

RAMON  S.  DIAZ, 
Consul  of  Meaoioo  at  New  OrkamSy  La. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wa^hingtony  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Seward, 

iJo.  143.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Leon^  Nioaragwij  December  4, 1867. 
Sir:  On  the  14tli  of  November  last  a  new  volcano  broke  out  in  Nica- 
ragua, about  eight  leagues  to  the  east  of  the  city  of  Leon,  on  a  crowded 
liae  of  volcanoes  running  through  the  State,  parallel  with  the  Pacific 
coast. 

It  commenced  about  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  with  a  succession  of 
explosions,  which  were  very  distinctly  felt  and  heard  at  Leon.  The^e 
explosions  opened  a  fissure  through  the  earth's  crust  about  half  a  mile 
in  length,  running  firom  the  old  fissure  in  a  southwest  direction,  about 
midway  between  the  extinct  volcanoes  of  Las  Pilas  and  Orota,  which 
are  two  of  the  numerous  cones  studding  the  ancient  fissure. 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  fire  was  seen  issuing  from 
the  new  volcano  in  various  places.  The  explosions  continued  irregularly 
dmiog  the  whole  time  that  the  volcano  was  in  a  state  of  eruption.  Some- 
times in  rapid  succession,  and  other  times  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour. 
Low,  rumbling  sounds  were  heard  almost  incessantly.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  days  two  craters  were  opened  on  the  new  fissure,  about  a  thousand 
feet  apart,  the  one  at  the  southwestern  extremity  discharging  perpen- 
diculju'ly,  and  the  other  shooting  out  towards  the  northeast  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees.  The  fiames  from  these  two  craters  steadily 
incr^sed  in  size  and  height,  while  jets  of  flame  and  slighter  discharges 
w«re  emitted  from  two  or  three  other  side  fissures. 

*On  the  morning  of  November  22d  I  went  out  to  the  new  volcano  for 
the  imrpose  of  observing  it  more  closely,  though  I  had  seen  and  heard  it 
very  plainly  each  day  and  night  from  Leon.    The  best  \iew  which  I 
obtained  of  it  on  that  occasion  was  before  daylight,  from  a  mountain 
saniinit,  about  one  mile  to  the  northwest  of  the  fissure,  and  at  right 
angles  with  it.    The  main  crater  at  the  right  was  actively  at  work, 
throwing  out  flames  and  half  melted  cinders,  through  a  circular  orifice 
about  sixty  feet  in  diameter,  which  was  constantly  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity  with  the  ascending  masses.    A  regular  cone,  built  up  entirely 
by  the  falling  cinders,  to  the  height  of  about  two  hundred  feet^  had  already 
formed  around  the  crater.    The  rim  of  the  cone  was  white  with  heat,  and 
the  outside  was  red  hot  for  half  way  down,  while  the  remainder  of  its 
black  ground-work  was  glittering  with  innufherable  glowing  sparks.    It 
was  pafSng  quite  regularly  about  once  a  second,  with  a  strong  constant 
blasts  which  kept  up  a  column  of  flames  filled  with  flying  cinders,  to  the 
height  of  about  five  hundred Jeet  above  the  mouth  of  the  orifice.    Irregu- 
lar explosions  occurred  at  intervals  varying  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes, 
increasing  the  force  and  volume  of  the  discharges,  and  sending  them  far 
up  into  the  rolling  clouds  above.    The  cinders  went  up  in  half-fused, 
bfa^ing^  masses,  ftt)m  one  to  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  came  down  upon 
the  cone,  hardeued,  striking  with  a  clinking,  metallic  sound.    After  day- 
light the  red  appearance  of  the  cone  changed  to  a  bluish  black.    The 
left-hand  crater  was  shooting  out  oblique  discharges  of  flame  and  cinders 
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of  a  similar  character,  at  an  angle  of  fbrty-fiye  degrees  from  the  other, 
and  evidently  communicated  with  it  about  a  thousand  feet  bdow  the 
surface,  the  two  craters  being  that  distance  apart,  and  both  discharging 
simultaneously.  This  half  horizontal  crater  was  about  twenty  feet  in 
diameter. 

The  afternoon  of  the  27th,  after  a  series  of  explosions  which  seemed 
to  shake  the  earth  to  its  center,  the  volcano  commenced  discharging  vast 
quantities  of  black  sand  and  heavier  rocks.  The  column  of  flame  at 
night  was  considerably  increased  in  height,  and  bright,  meteor-like  spots 
were  seen  ascending  in  the  flames,  to  the  height  of  not  less  than  three 
thousand  feet.  These  were  large,  spherical  stones,  four  and  five  feet  in 
diameter.  The  next  morning  the  streets  and  house-tops  of  Leon  were 
covered  with  fine  black  sand  from  the  volcano,  and  a  vast  luminoos 
cloud  of  raining  sand  overspread  the  whole  surrounding  country. .  This 
rain  of  sand  continued  until  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  the  volcano 
died  away,  apparently  smothered  by  its  accumulated  eruptions.  The 
sand  now  covers  the  whole  surrounding  country,  from  the  volcano  to  the 
Pacific,  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  imles  from  it.  At  Leon  it  is  from 
an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  depth.  As  we  approach  the  volcano, 
it  gradi^ally  grows  deeper  and  coarser.  For  a  mile  around  the  crater,  it 
lies  in  i)articles  from  three-eighths  to  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  about 
a  foot  in  depth.  Still  nearer  to  the  cone,  the  sand  increases  to  several 
feet  in  depth,  and  the  particles  gradually  increase  in  size  until  they 
become  small,  broken  rocks.  Around  the  base  of  the  cone,  round,  heavy 
rocks  lie  thickly  scattered,  from  four  to  five  feet  in  diameter ;  but  maeb 
the  larger  portion  of  them  have  broken  into  fragments.  The  cone  itself 
is  two  hundred  feet  high,  with  a  crater  in  the  top  two  hundred  feet  in 
diameter,  and  about  the  same  in  depth.  The  inside  of  the  crater, 
the  same  as  the  outside,  is  covered  with  hard,  broken  rocks,  generally 
less  than  a  foot  in  diameter.  A  long  ridge  of  black  scoria  leads  out 
from  the  branch  crater,  in  a  northeasterly  direction.  The  slaggy,  lava- 
like scoria  which  first  issued  from  the  main  crater,  is  now  principally 
covered  up  by  the  hard  plutonic  rocks,  which  came  out  from  profounder 
depths  with  the  last  discharges.  The  forest  for  leagues  around  is  scarred 
and  maimed  by  the  sharp  cutting  storms  of  sand,  and  near  the  volcano 
the  trees  lie  cut  into  numerous  fragments,  half  buried  under  the  sand 
and  rocks. 

The  volcano  was  an  active  and  interesting  sight  for  sixteen  days,  and 
now,  in  its  repose,  affords  an  ample  and  instructive  field  for  the  geolo- 
gist. Indeed,  no  country  in  the  world  presents  a  more  interesting  study 
than  the  plain  of  Leon.  Twenty  volcanic  cones  are  seen  rising  fi^m  it  at 
a  single  view.  Its  soil  is  inexhaustible  in  fertility,  as  finiely  pulverized 
and  as  evenly  distributed  as  that  of  the  valley  of  the  Nile  or  Uie  Missis- 
sippi; not,  however,  by  water,  but  by  fire  I  It  has  literally  rained  down 
from  the  volcanoes,  richly  freighted  with  fertilizing  materiaL 

Humboldt  regretted  before  his  death  that  men  of  science  had  not 
more  fully  investigated  this  remarkable  region  of  country,  and  it  is  sin- 
cerely to  be  hoped  that  it  may  not  much  longer  remain  neglected  by 
them.  ^ 

The  recent  fall  of  sand  has  been  followed  by  a  shower  of  rain ;  and 
though  but  a  few  days  have  since  elapsed,  corn,  cotton,  and  grass  have 
grown  more  rapidly  under  its  fertilizing  influence,  than  I  have  ever  seen 
plants  grow  before.  Some  weeds  and  plants  it  kills,  others  it  starts 
forth  with  renewed  life  and  vigor.  » 

I  send,  herewith,  a  specimen  of  the  sand  gathered  at  Leon,  before  the 
rain,  hoping  that  it  may  be  analyzed. 
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It  may  be  proper  in  this  conuection  to  call  attention  to  the  recent 
destructive  storms,  earthquakes,  and  eruptions,  which  occurred  on  and 
around  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  during  the  same  period  of  time  which 
I  have  been  describing,  and  which  undoubtedly  sprung  from  the  same  • 
general  cause,  as  those  earthquakes  were  distinctly  felt  at  Leon. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullj',  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  DIOKINSOi^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  iff  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  144.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Leon,  Nicaragua^  Decetnber  23, 1867. 

Sib:  •  ••  •  •  •  •  • 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  the  minister  forfforeign 
affairs  of  this  government,  announcing  the  action  taken  by  the  United 
States  government  in  regard  to  the  questions  in  debate  between  Nica- 
ragua and  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  Mosquito  territory,  as  set  forth 
in  your  despatch,  No.  98,  and  a  translation  of  the  answer  thereto. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  DICKINSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  DicMnson  to  Senar  Ayon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Leon,  December  17, 1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I 
have  received  from  the  Secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs  of  the  United  States,  stating  the 
position  assumed  and  the  action  taken  hy  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  ref- 
erence t<o  the  questions  pending  between  the  goyemments  of  Nicaragua  and  Great 
Brit-ain  relative  to  the  Mosquito  territory. 

Trusting  that  the  prompt  and  friendly  measures  taken  by  my  government  in  this 
important  matter  may  enectually  aid  in  maintaining  the  sovereignty  of  Nicaragua 
unimpaired  in  the  territory  of  the  Mosquito  Reserve, Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  high 
consideration,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  DICKINSON. 
His  Excellency  Se&or  Don  Tomas  Ayon, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  tf-c,  ^^c,  <fo.,  Managua. 


Senor  Ayon  to  Mr.  Dickinson. 

"   [Translation.] 

Managua,  December  21, 1867. 
Sir  :  With  your  official  note,  dated  17th  instant,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
the  copy  of  that  of  the  23d  of  November  anterior,  from  his  excellency  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  referring  to  the  question  pending  between  the  govern- 
ments of  Nicaragua  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  territory  of  the  Mosquito 
coast. 

It  is  very  gratifying  for  this  government  to  obtain  from  the  illustrious  government 
of  the  Unit^  States  the  Just  qualification  of  the  right  with  which  Nicaragua  main- 
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tains  that  qaestion,  and  anticipates  its  probable  termination  throng  the  good  and 
pacific  offices  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington  and  the  rectitude  of  that  of  Great  Britun. 
Be  BO  good  as  to  express  to  the  minister  of  state  the  gratitude  of  my  goyemment 

In  relation  to  the  new  base«  proposed  by  the  transit  company,  I  should  say  to  toot 
excellency  that  even  without  the  mediation  of  the  offices  of  the  goTermuent  of  ik» 
Union  in  the  question  of  the  Mosquito  territory,  the  government  of  Nicaragua  is  difqpoied 
to  agree  to  those  concessions  which  are  compatible  with  the  weU-known  interests  of 
Nicaragua,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  of  repeatedly  manifesting  to  your  excellency,  and 
also  to  the  agents  of  the  company. 

I  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the<assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

TOMAS  AYON. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Dickinson, 

Minister  Beiidentf  ^c,  ^c,  ^o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dickinson. 

ISo.  100.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  7, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  interesting 
dispat(4i,  No.  143,  of  4th  December,  1867,  relative  to  a  volcano  which 
broke  out  in  November  last  near  the  city  of  Leon.  I  have  caused  a 
copy  thereof  and  the  specimen  of  sand  to  be  transmitted  with  a  letter 
to  Professor  Joseph  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

In  acknowledging  Jbheir  receipt,  he  says,  'Hhat  he  has  addressed  a 
letter  to  you  making  further  inquiries  in  regard  to  certain  points,  and 
shall  publish  the  whole  with  such  comments  as  may  occur  to  ourselves 
in  the  next  report  of  the  Institution.  The  sand  we  shaU  have  examiaed 
immediately.  The  direction  in  which  it  fell  is  an  interesting  fact  in 
regard  to  the  path  of  the  upper  current  of  air  in  the  int^tropical 
regions.'' 

Copies  of  your  dispatch  have  also  been  furnished  to  the  press. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


A.  B.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (fee.,  cfec. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  JDichinson. 

[Extract.] 

No.  101.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

WashingtoHj  January  25, 1868. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch,  No.  144,  of  December  23,  1867,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  your  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Nicaragua,  and  a  trans- 
lation of  his  reply,  in  regard  to  the  questions  in  dispute  between  fliat 
country  and  Great  Britain,  growing  out  of  the  Mosquito  territory,  has 
been  received. 

I  have  caused  copies  of  the  aforementioned  correspondence  to  be 
transmitted  to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.,  United  States  minister  at 
London. 

•  •••••••  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAitD. 
A.  B.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dickinson. 
[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  February  28, 1868. 
8iK:  •  ••  •  •  •  •  • 

Inclosed  herewith,  I  transmit  yon  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  recently 
received  ftt)m  Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.,  in  reference  to  the  mis- 
understanding of  the  British  goTemment  with  that  of  Nicaragua. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
A  B.  DIGE3NS0N,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <£c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  153.]  Legation  of  the  United  Stater, 

Leon^  Nicaragua^  July  7, 1868. 

Sm:  Your  dispatches,  Nos.  108  to  110,  have  been  received. 

The  three  copies  of  the  book  entitled  "Tributes  of  the  Nations  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,''  have  also  been  received. 

That  which  was  directed  to  the  government  of  ITicaragua  I  presented 
to  the  President  in  person,  explaining  the  character  of  the  book  and 
the  object  of  its  presentation.  The  President,  who  was  personally 
known  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  visibly  affected  by  the  reminiscences 
which  the  interview  called  forth,  and  expressed  in  feeling  terms  his 
gratefnl  appreciation  of  so  valuable  a  book,  containing  as  it  did  the 
affectionate  sentiments  of  the  whole  civilized  world  in  regard  to  the 
greatest  and  best  of  men.  He  desired  also  that  his  kindliest  sentiments 
and  congratulations  might  be  conveyed  to  the  honored  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Assistant  Secretary,  who  so  miraculously  survived  the 
attempted  assassination. 

W  the  other  two  copies.  I  have  presented  one  to  Sefior  Basilis  Salivas, 
who*  held  the  position  or  minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  the  time  ot  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  other  I  have  retained  for  myself. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  DICKINSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


NICAEAGUAN  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Oomez  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TranslatioD.] 

Legation  of  Honduras  and  of  Nicaragua, 

Washington,  April  16, 1868. 
Sir:  The  manifest  and  legitimate  interest  with  which  all  the  nations 
of  this  continent  have  followed  the  current  of  the  discussions  and  the 
hostilities  between  the  republics  of  the  Pacific  and  Spain,  which  unfortu- 

*For  incloBore  see  dispatch  No.  1530  from  Mr.  Adams,  Yol.  I,  p.  151. 
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nately  keep  up  the  misunderstanding  between  tbem  and  tbat  nation,  and 
the  disinterested  wishes  always  indicated  by  your  excellency's  govern- 
ment to  witness  the  tennination  of  a  state  of  things  as  prejudicial  to  neu- 
trals as  to  the  belligerents  themselves,  who  are  bound  together  by  equal  ties 
and  antecedents,  cause  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Nicaragua  and  Hon- 
duras to  believe  that  neither  your  excellency  nor  your  government  will 
regard  it  as  oflBciously  inopportune  that  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  of 
making  known  to  you  that  in  virtue  of  orders  from  the  governments 
which  he  represents  in  Washington,  he  addressed  himself  on  the  4th 
instant  to  the  representatives  of  Peru,  Spain,  and  Chili,  oflFering  the 
good  offices  of  the  states  belonging  to  Central  America  to  co-operate, 
either  in  the  acceptance  by  the  belligerents  of  the  mediation  oflFered  in 
the  year  last  past  by  the  United  States  to  put  an  end  to  the  contest,  or  for 
bringing  about  by  some  other  measures  an  agreement  to  open  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  or  to  settle  on  some  basis,  or  agree  on  somewhat  which 
may  ulteriorly  serve  to  treat  upon. 

As  was  to  be  hoped  from  indications  confidentially  interchanged  with 
the  ministers  of  Spain  and  Peru,  with  whom,  before  coming  to  this 
countcy,  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  personal  acquaintance,  the 
offer  of  the  good  offices  of  Honduras  and  Nicaragua  was  welcom^  by 
them  and  by  the  worthy  representative  of  Chili  with  expressive  demon- 
strations of  appreciation  aiid  satisfaction,  and  was  transmitted  to 
Madrid,  to  Lima,  and*to  Santiago. 

In  having  the  satisfaction  of  making  known  to  you  what  is  here 
stated,  the  writer  haS  the  honor  to  offer  to  you  the  sentiments  of  con- 
sideration with  which  he  remains. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

IGNAOIO  GOMEZ. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfeo.,  cfeo.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Semr  Oomez» 

Department  op  State, 

WmUngton^  April  20, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  16th,  stating 
that  on  the  4th  instant  you  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  representative^ 
of  Peru,  Spain,  and  Chili,  offering  the  good  offices  of  the  Central  Ameri- 
can states  towards  co-operating  either  in  the  acceptance  by  the  bellig- 
erents of  the  mediation  which  has  been  offered  by  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  the  contest,  or  for  bringing  about  by 
some  other  means  an  agreement  to  open  negotiations  for  peace. 

Your  well-intentioned  proceeding  in  this  matter  is  approved  by  the 
President,  who  hopes  it  may  contribute  to  the  result  which  is  earnestly 
desired  by  the  government. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Senor  Don  Ignagio  Gomez,  c&o.,  c&o.,  t&c. 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  92.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  October  14,  1867. 

Sie:  Yoar  dispatches,  from  No.  64  to  No.  71,  inclusive,  were  all 
received  by  me  yesterday.  They  were  brought  by  a  French  gunboat 
which  has  come  up  to  Curupaiti  from  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  up  the  new  consul  and  taking  away  Mr.  Laurent  Gochelet,  who 
for  &e  last  four  years  has  been  the  French  consul  here,  and  who  some 
eight  months  ago  was  named  as  consul  to  Eichmond,  Virginia,  but  has 
b^n  unable  to  leave  until  now,  as  the  person  named  as  his  successor 
seems  to  have  been  disinclined  to  enter  Paraguay,  lest  he  should  get  into 
a  trap  from  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  extricate  himself.  This  delay 
has  caused  the  tardy  successor  to  be  retired  by  his  government  and 
another  man  has  been  sent  to  relieve  M.  Gochelet,  whose  situation  here 
for  the  last  two  years  has  been  as  disagreeable  as  it  is  easy  to  conceive. 
He  will  leave  here  to-morrow,  and  I  mil  take  the  opportunity  to  send 
tiirough  my  dispatches  by  him. 

13ie  situation  in  a  military  point  of  view  is,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  about 
the  same  as  at  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch.  There  has  been  some  fight- 
mg  since  then,  but  no  decided  advantage  seems  to  have  been  gained 
by  either  party.  It  is  very  hard  to  get  any  accurate  information  here  as 
to  the  true  state  of  the  Paraguay  army,  as  every  ijkirmish  is  represented 
as  a  great  victory.  The  Paraguayan  army  seems  to  be  nearly  surrounded, 
but  yet  not  entirely  so,  for  the  telegraph  from  this  place  to  Humaita  is 
most  of  the  time  in  working  order,  and  the  steamers  continue  to  run  to 
ney  Humaita.  There  is  a  space  of  some  five  miles  from  the  advanced 
lines  of  the  allies  to  the  river  that  is  still  open,  though  it  is  said  that  the 
Paraguayans  find  it  very  difficult  to  pass  any  cattle  through  that  way. 

The  allies  have  once  occupied  Pilar,  a  town  some  seven  leagues  above 
Humaita,  and  there  have  been  reports  that  skirmishing  parties  have 
been  seen  at  a  considerable  distance  this  side  of  there.  As  any  town  or 
district  seems  to  be  threatened  the  inhabitants  are  required  to  move  away 
to  the  north.  As  no  people  are  left  but  women  and  children  it  is  a  great 
hardship,  but  in  this  war  hardships  to  the  people  are  not  counted.  It  is 
believed  here  that  the  inhabitants  have  been  compelled  to  leave  the 
country  for  a  long  distance  above  Pilar,  and  it  has  been  reported  that 
Villa  Franca,  whicli  is  about  half-way  between  this  place  and  Humaita, 
has  also  been  evacuated.  K  this  be  so,  then  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the 
allied  troops  are  moving  up  by  land  at  some  distance  from  the  river, 
and  there  is  great  fear  among  the  people  here  that  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  evacuate  this  place.  In  fact  it  is  evident  that  the  government 
is  preparing  for  such  an  emergency.  The  nearest  relations  of  the  Pres- 
ident have  already  left  for  the  interior  and  taken  away  their  most  valu- 
able movable  property,  and  other  families  which  it  is  supposed  are  high- 
est in  favor  are  constantly  moving  out  of  town.  Others  are  in  great 
dread  that  an  order  will  be  issued  for  everybody  else  to  leave  the  town; 
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SO  tbat  the  enemy,  if  they  come  here,  will  find  neither  people  nor  food. 
Some  even  fear  that  the  town  may  be  razed,  but  that  is  preposteroos,  as 
the  best  part  of  it  is  owned  by  the  Lopez  family,  who  have  been  bmld- 
ing  some  and  buying  largely  within  the  last  year.    It  is  also  whispered 
here  (rei>orts  are  not  permitted)  that  the  government  archives  and  the 
government  property  in  the  custom-house  have  all  been  sent  into  the 
interior.    The  departure  of  so  many  families  cannot  escape  notice,  and 
the  reason  given  for  it  is  that  they  have  left  from  the  fear  of  the  cholera. 
But  as  nobody  seems  to  have  any  fear  of  the  cholera,  it  is  believed  that 
the  favored  families  are  advised  to  do  in  time,  and  at  their  convenience, 
what  the  multitude  will  be  ordered  to  do  in  a  hurry.    Naturally  there 
is  great  alarm  and  anxiety  here  among  both  natives  and  foreigners,  and 
I  am  often  asked  what  I  shall  do  in  case  the  threatened  evils  come  npon 
them.    I  tell  them  all  that  I  shall  stay  at  my  post  until  I  am  ordered  to 
leave  it  by  my  government.    If  the  enemy  come  and  bombard  the  toim 
they  can  bombard  my  house,  but  I  shall  keep  my  flag  flying  and  shaU 
not  leave  it ;  and  if  they  or  anybody  else  shall  blow  up  the  town  tliey 
can  blow  me  up  with  it,  for  I  shall  not  leave  my  post  except  I  am  carried 
away  a  prisoner  and  by  force.    This  determination  seems  to  have  given 
great  confidence  to  people  who  think  many  evils  may  be  averted  by  my 
remaining  here.    A  good  many,  mostly  foreigners,  have  brought  their 
money  and  other  valuables  to  my  house  for  safe-ke/Cping,  as  I  tell  all  that 
whatever  protection  my  house  and  flag  can  give  to  my  own  property 
will  be  given  to  theirs,  but  that  I  take  no  responsibility  and  give  no 
receipts ;  so  that  if  the  town  is  sackeil,  and  my  house  with  others,  ndther 
I  nor  my  government  will  be  in  any  way  liable  for  the  damage  done  or 
the  proi)erty  taken. 

Should  the  evacuation  of  the  town  be  ordered — and  I  believe  it  wiU  be 
if  the  war  lasts  much  longer — it  is  uncertain  whether  the  foreigners  will 
or  will  not  be  permitted  to  remain.  If  they  are  not,  I  apprehend  many 
will  ask  admission  to  my  premises  and  request  protection,  which  it  would 
be  hard  to  reftise  and  ^might  be  embarrassing  to  grant.  As  against  the 
enemy,  however,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  say  that  this  legation  will  give 
whatever  protection  it  can  to  whomsoever,  save  notonous  criminals,  may 
resort  to  it  in  time  of  danger.  I  am  unable  to  see  that  any  advantage 
can  result  to  the  cause  of  President  Lopez  by  the  evacuation  of  the  cap- 
ital, for  if  once  the  enemy  should  get  iwssession  of  it  his  cause  wonld  be 
irretrievably  lost.  And  yet  the  conviction  is  universal  here  that  if  ftc 
war  is  nof  soon  over  the  evacuation  will  be  enforced.  Such  an  act  mnst 
cause  great  misery,  and  probably  it  would  not  be  carried  out  towards 
foreigners  if  the  English,  French,  and  Italian  ministers  in  Buenos  Ayre6 
would  make  strong  protests  against  it,  and  send  up  ea<^b  a  gunboat  to 
await  results.  I  could  not  expect  an  American  gunboat  to  come  op,  as 
there  are  very  few  Americans  here,  and  I  do  not  su^>08e  those  few  wonld 
be  molested. 

In  your  dispatch  of  May  20,  No.  66,  in  reply  to  mine  of  March  11  and 
March  12,  Nos.  81  and  82,  in  which  I  expressed  ajdsh  to  be  recalled, 
you  remark  that  the  President  would  be  pleased  if  Fwould  remain  at  my 
post,  but  that  if  I  shall  make  my  resignation  absolute,  it  witt  be  accepted. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  82  I  made  no  conditions  in  regard  to  my  resigna- 
tion ;  but  I  did  express  a  wish  that  my  successor  might  arrive  before  I 
left,  as  if  I,  the  only  foreign  minister  here,  were  to  leave^  and  no  one 
were  to  come  to  take  my  place,  the  people  here  would  think  tiiey  were 
abandoned  by  the  civilized  world  and  left  to  be  exterminated.  I  al«o 
said  that  it  would  be  hardly  possible  for  me  to  leave  the  country  with 
my  family  unless  some  means  were  provided  by  the  government  for  my 
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departure;  but  as  no  successor  has  been  appointed,  it  is  clearly  my  duty 
to  remain  until  the  war  is  over,  or  until  the  dangers  that  now  threaten 
are  past  I  fear  gloomy  times,  but  I  am  satisfied  I  can  be  of  much  ser- 
vice to  many,  even  if  the  worst  shall  happen,  and  am  well  aware  that 
should  an  opportunity  arise  for  initiating  terms  of  peace,  my  efforts  in 
the  matter  would  be  more  acceptable  to  this  government  than  those  of 
aoy  other  person  whatsoever. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washingtony  D.  C. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  94.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncionj  December  13,  JL867.  . 
8m:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch,  No.  93, 1  have  been  as  com- 
pletely shut  out  from  all  communication  with  the  outer  world  as  though 
I  had  been  in  the  mines  of  Siberia.  I  also  know  very  little  of  what  is 
going  on  in  the  Paraguayan  army.  I  will,  however,  relate  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  what  has  transpired  since  my  last  dispatches  were  for- 
wiutled,  now  about  two  months. 

The  allies  have  been  for  a  long  time  extending  their  lines  around  the 
Paraguayan  camp,  and  by  the  first  of  November  appear  to  have  com- 
pletely inclosed  it  on  every  side  but  that  of  the  river.  Numerous  sallies 
WOTe  made  by  the  Paraguayans  against  difterent  points,  but  they  always 
found  the  enemy  in  five  times  their  number  to  oppose  them,  and  were 
always  rejuilsed,  though  the  official  paper  here  represents  them  all  to 
have  been  tremendous  victories,  in  which  the  Paraguayans,  having  slain 
each  man  his  score  or  more,  retired  in  good  order.  But  on  the  2d  of 
November  an  event  occurred  that  could  not  be  passed  over  in  that  way. 
Three  steamers  of  the  little  fleet  now  left  to  this  country  left  Humaita, 
having  on  board  some  hundred  of  troops  and  several  cannon.  What 
they  set  out  to  do  I  do  not  know,  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  sup- 
posed a  small  force  of  the  enemy  were  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  this  . 
party  was  sent  up  to  dislodge  it.  But  when  they  got  opposite  the 
point  where  they  supposed  only  a  small  body  of  cavalry  was  posted,  they 
found  a  large  army  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  that  desti^yed 
two  of  the  steamers  in  a  few  moments,  wnile  the  thii'd  only  escaped  rid- 
dled with  balls  and  with  the  loss  of  most  of  her  crew.  The  next  day, 
however,  a  surprise  was  attempted  by  the  Paraguayans  at  Tuyuti,  form- 
erly the  main  camp  of  the  allies.  This  was  claimed  as  a  great  victory, 
and  from  what  I  can  learn  I  judge  that  the  allies  were  heavily  damaged. 
But  we  have  only  tje  Paraguay  version,  and  according  to  that  all  bat- 
tles are  great  victones.  ^ 

When  we  learned  that  the  allies  were  in  so  large  force  above  Humaita 
as  to  eat  off  all  communication  by  river,  I  concluded  that  a  crisis  was 
near  a^  band.  Without  supplies  from  outside.  President  Lopez  could 
not  long  hold  out.  He  must  do  one  of  four  things:  find  a  new  road  for 
his  supplies  to  enter  the  camp ;  cut  his  own  way  out ;  attack  and  defeat 
the  enemy,  or  capitulate.  He  did  the  first.  The  right- or  west  bank  of 
tlie  river,  which  has  been  represented  as  an  impassable  jungle,  so  thick 
and  impenetrable  that  it  seems  never  to  have  penetrated  the  brilliant 
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military  heads  of  the  allied  generals  that  it  was  possible  to  get  through. 
It  DOW  affords  a  safe  and  easy  means  of  communication  between  the 
Paraguayan  army  and  the  country  above  where  the  allies  are  now  posted. 
By  this  road  thousands  of  cattle,  after  being  first  passed  over  the  river 
at  some  point  above  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuari,  are  driven  down  till 
nearly  opposite  Humaita,  when  they  are  passed  back  to  the  east  side  and 
are  in  the  Paraguayan  camp.  Whether  the  allies  will  ever  try  and  cut 
off  this  means  of  communication  I  cannot  tell.  Their  system  of  warfistfe 
is  to  me  utterly  incomprehensible.  It  looks  as  though  their  poUcy  was 
that  the  Paraguayan  people  should  be  exterminated^  and  that  when  the 
war  ends  there  should  not  be  left  a  shadow  of  a  nation.  There  appears 
as  yet  no  signs  of  giving  way  on  the  part  of  President  Lopez.  For  a 
long  time  there  has  been  much  talk  about  arming  the  women,  and  the 
impression  here  is  very  general  that  this  will  be  done  if  the  war  lasts 
much  longer.  The  men  must  be  pretty  nearly,  exhausted  already.  1  have 
been  hoping  that  some  foreign  mediation  or  intervention  might  put  a 
stop  to  a  war  conducted,  as  this  seems  to  me,  with  a  view  to  extermina- 
tion, and  a  few  days  since  it  was  reported  that  an  English  and  an  Italiao 
gunooat  had  passed  through  the  squadron  and  were  just  below  Cum* 
paiti.  But  the  report  in  regard  to  the  English  gunboat  is  not  confinned, 
and  the  other  one,  it  is  said,  has  come  up  only  to  bring  an  Italian  consul 
So  the  prospect  of  peace  appears  no  better  than  it  did  a  year  ago.  And 
yet  it  may  come  very  soon.  I  shall  send  this  dispatch  b^ow  in  the  hope 
it  may  be  forwarded  by  the  Italian  war  vessel. 

The  enormous  squadron  that  the  Bfazillians  have  brought  into  the 
river  has  made  no  sign  since  passing  Gurupaiti  some  four  or  five  monSiS 
ago.  All  that  it  has  yet  done  of  injury  to  the  Paraguayans  could  hare 
been  done  as  well  by  two  wooden  steamers.  By  passing  Ourupaiti  and 
placing  itself  above  the  batteries  there  and  below  those  of  Humaita  it 
put  it^lf  in  a  position  where  it  is  almost  impossible  for  it  to  obtain  sup- 
plies and  is  impotent  for  harm  against  the  Paraguayans.  Had  it  passed 
on  immediately  after  passing  Curupaiti  it  would  have  been  in  one  hour 
above  Humaita,  as  that  point  had  been  left  nearly  unprotected  in  order 
to  strengthen  Curupaiti  and  other  points. 

But  now  as  the  allies  seem  to  be  too  weak  to  take  the  offensive  either 
by  land  or  water,  we  are  exposed  to  the  weary  tedium  of  a  siege  that 
may  last  for  months  or  years. 
•  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUEN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  J).  0. 


Mr,  Washburn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  95.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

,  Asuncion^January  13, 1868. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  of  October  last,  in  my  dispatch  No.  92,  I  had  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  ti8,  69,  70, 71, 
and  to  ad^i8e  you  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country.  Since  then 
I  have  received  nothing  from  the  United  States,  as  we  are  still  cat  off 
from  all  intercourse  with  the  outer  world.  At  the  date  of  my  last  dis- 
patch, No.  94,  I  did  not  suppose  this  war  could  last  till  this  time,  and 
then  expressed  a  willingness  to  remain  to  the  end,  a«  I  believed  I  might 
be  of  some  service  should  the  time  for  making  peace  ever  arrive.    Bat 
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the  aspect  of  affairs  is  so  changed  since  then  that  1  have  considered  that 
resolution.    I  see  little  reason  why  the  war  should  not  last  another  year. 
At  least,  the  end  has  never  appeared  so  remote  to  me  as  it  does  now. 
From  what  I  can  learn  of  aflfairs  below  everything  is  going  badly  with 
the  allies.    Several  provinces  of  the  Argentine  Republic  are  ^aid  to  be 
in  revelation,  and  President  Mitre  has  been  obliged  to  resign  his  presi- 
deocy  and  his  post  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  has  gone  to  Europe.    Such  at  least  are  the  reports  here.* 
Meanwhile  I  cannot  learn  that  they  are  doing  anything  with  their  army 
or  squadron  calculated  to  bring  affairs  to  a  crisis.    It  seems  as  though 
it  was  their  policy  to  starve  out  Pj^raguay ;  but  they  will  find  that  a 
long  process,  and  one  to  which  I  have  no  wish  to  be  a  victim.    They 
s^pear  afraid  to  make  a  general  attack  on  the  Paraguayan  lines,  and  the 
IHu^guayans  have  no  idea  of  coming  out  of  their  entrenchments  so  long 
as  they  can  keep  the  way  open  for  obtaining  supplies.    I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  they  will  not  be  able  to  do  that  for  a  long  time,  and  there- 
fore, with  the  policy  now  pursued  on  both  sides,  I  see  no  light,  no  hope 
of  peace  for  a  long  time.    Even  should  the  "triple  alliance''  be  broken 
up,  and  Brazil  be  left  alone  to  carry  on  the  war,  with  her  credit  ruined 
and  her  home  resources  exhausted,  I  nevertheless  believe  that  a  large 
part  of  the  squadron  would  remain  in  the  river,  and  that  Paraguay  would 
still  be  eflfectually  blockaded,  perhaps  as  long  as  Montevideo  once  was, 
viz,  nine  years.    I  think  that  under  such  circumstances  it  would  hardly 
be  expected  that  I  should  remain  here  till  the  end  of  the  war.    I  see  no 
probability  of  my  receiving  anything  from  beyond  the  allied  lines  until 
some  United  States  gunboat  may  come  to  fetch  it.    The  English,  French, 
and  Italian  governments  have  each  recently  sent  a  war  vessel  through 
the  squadron  to  Curupaiti  to  communicate  with  this  government,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  either  of  them  will  return  for  several  months. 
The  last  that  came  (the  Italian)  left  Buenos  Ayres  about  the  10th  of 
Kovember,  but  it  brought  nothing  for  me,  though  there  must  have  been 
an  accumulation  of  two  or  three  months'  mail  matter  for  me  in  Buenos 
Ayres.    I  learned,  however,  with  the  most  profound  regret,  that  our 
minister  there,  Mr.  Asboth,  was  so  exceedingly  ill  that  he  could  scarcely 
speak,  much  less  attend  to  any  business,  and  that  his  friends  Had  small 
hopes  of  his  recovery.    He  had  j)reviously  been  my  entire  dependence  for 
receiving  my  dispatches  or  other  correspondence,  or  any  needed  supplies, 
and  lam  well  aware  that  in  his  state  of  health  his  eflForts  to  aye\iate  the 
unpleasant  position  of  myself  and  family  have  caused  him  great  trouble 
and  annoyance.    It  took  him  nearly  four  months  to  get  through  to  me 
a  small  supply  of  stores  that  were  indispensably  necessary,  and  without 
which  I  could  not  have  remained.    I  cannot  expect  him  to  be  at  as  much 
trouble  again,  though  I  have  advised  him  that  the  stock  then  sent  would 
be  exhausted  before  this  time,  as  it  actually  is;  but  as  the  allies  com- 
plained that  it  was  preposterous  that  I  should  require  so  much,  and 
detained  everything  for  more  than  three  months,  I  conclude  that  any 
other  efforts  to  relieve  me  that  he  might  make  would  be  attended  by 
siffiilar  discourtesies  and  embarrassments.    The  prices  of  almost  every- 
thing here  ^e  such  as  are  only  known  in  times  of  siege.    All  these 
things  could  be  endured  were  there  any  certainty,  or  even  a  probability, 
that  they  would  come  to  an  end  within  a  few  months.    But  as  it  is,  the 
prospect  of  i)eace  is  so  remote  that  I  must  again  ask  for  my  recall. 

In  your  dispatch  No.  66  you  remark  that  the  President  desires  that  I 
should  remain  here,  but  say  that  if  my  resignation  should  be  made  abso- 
lute it  would  be  accepted.  From  the  preceding  statement  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  1  am  situated  I  think  I  shall  appear  justified  in 
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making  my  resignation  thus  absolate ;  but  though  It  be  absolute  and 
unconditional,  I  trust  with  my  recall  may  come  a  successor.  I  know 
that  my  presence  as  United  States  minister,  arid  the  only  minister  of  a 
neutral  power  here,  gives  a  great  sense  of  security  to  many  people,  and 
especially  to  all  foreigners.  My  departure  before  the  arrival  of  a  sac- 
cessor  would  also,  I  am  persuaded,  be  regarded  with  great  regret  by  this 
government.  At  the  same  time  I  think  that  at  this  crisis,  when  impor- 
tant political  changes  seem  imi)ending  in  this  pB^rt  of  the  world,  this 
legation  should  be  continued;  but  I  do  not  want  this  to  be  taken  as  a 
condition  of  my  resignation.  On  the  contrary^  I  now  ask  my  recall 
unconditionally,  and  with  this  make  my  resignation  absolute. 

I  will  add  that  whoever  may  be  my  successor,  he  will  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  get  here  with  the  baggage  and  provisions  necessary  for  a  six 
months'  residence,  unless  a  war  vessel  is  sent  purposely  to  bring  him: 
but  if  no  successor  should  come  to  take  my  place  my  letter  of  recall 
would  probably  not  reach  me  for  months  unless  special  measures  were 
taken  to  send  it  to  me,  and  if  it  were  received  I  could  not,  as  circum- 
stances now  are,  and  very  likely  will  be  six  months  hence,  leave  tbe 
country  with  my  family  unless  a  national  vessel  were  sent  up  the  river 
and  above  the  blockading  squadron  to  take  me  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUM. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  J).  0. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Washburn. 

No.  75.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingtoHy  January  14, 1S68. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  92,  of  October  14,  was  received  on  the  24th 
ultimo. 

The  account  you  give  of  the  state  of  political  affairs  in  the  oountiy 
of  your  residence  is  far  from  encouraging. 

Your  determination  to  remain  at  your  post  of  duty  as  long  as  you  can 
be  of  any  service  to  our  countrymen  is  highly  commended. 
,    Your  intention  to  afford  an  asylum  in  the  legation  to  those  who  may 
resort  to  it,  save  notorious  criminals,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  withoat 
compromising  j'our  neutral  character  or  that  of  your  country,  is  approved. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been  informed  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  vessel  ready  to  relieve  you  from  your  embarrassing  situation. 
His  reply  I  enclose  for  your  information. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  A.  Washburn,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  ifcc,  <fec. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Navy  Depabtmkkt, 
Washington,  D,  C,  JaauanfSj  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo. 
In  respect  to  the  aspect  of  attairs  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  the  necessity  of  having  a 
vessel  of  the  navy  ready  to  relieve  Mr.  Washburn,  minister  resident  to  Paraguay,  tnm 
his  embarrassing  and  probably  dangerous  position. 
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A  copy  of  yonr  commanioation  has  been  transmitted  to  Rear-Admiral  Charles  H 
f  commanding  the  £" 
Very  respectfully, 


Daviflyjcommanding  the  South  Atlantic  squadron* 
cui" 


G.  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  tht  Navy. 
Hon.  WiujAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  96.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion,  January  17, 1868. 

SiE:  Since  closing  my  last  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have  been 
advised  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Seiior  Berges,  of  the  death  of 
General  Bartolom6  Mitre,  president  of  the  Argentine  ReiHiblic  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  allied  armies.  Of  this  event  you  will  probably 
have  been  advised  for  some  weeks  before  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch. 
•  It  had  been  reported  here,  previously,  that  President  Mitre  had  left  the 
army  by  reason  of  his  innnn  state  of  health  and  gone  to  Europe.  It 
appears  now,  however,  that  he  died  in  the  camp.  On  the  day  of  his 
faneral,  I  am  informed  by  Senor  Berges  that  President  Lopez  gave 
orders  that  not  a  shot  should  be  flred  from  the  Paraguayan  camp.  This 
act  of  courtesy  and  magnanimity,  I  have  learned  indirectly,  was  but  illy 
responded  to  by  the  Brazilians,  who  through  the  whole  day  kept  up  an 
incessant  cannonading  on  Humaita. 

I  am  utterly  unable  to  coigecture  what  may  be  the  eflfect  of  this  imjwrt- 
ant  event  on  this  long  protracted  war.  The  opinion  of  Senor  Berges, 
and  I  think  of  this  government,  is  that  it  will  be  favorable  to  Paraguay; 
that  his  death  will  be  followed  by  serious  disturbances  and  revolutions 
in  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  which  may  compel  the  withdrawal  of  all  the 
Argentine  troops  from  the  army  and  break  up  the  "  triple  alliance.'' 
This  result  may  follow  from  President  Mitre's  death,  but  I  have  great 
doubts  in  the  matter.  But  whether  it  does  or  not,  I  do  not  see  how  it 
will  have  any  effect  towards  bringing  the  war  to  a  close.  Brazil  will  still 
have  her  immense  squadron  in  the  river,  that  can  be  maintained  at  little 
more  expense  where  it  is  than  it  would  cost  in  the  harbor  of  Bio  d§ 
J^uieiro.  Besides  that,  one-half  of  the  squadron  is  now  so  placed  between 
the  batteries  of  Curupaiti  and  Humaita  that  I  doubt  if  it  could  get  away 
without  the  permission  of  the  Paraguayans,  and  as  the  river  is  now 
felling  it  is  not  likely  their  condition  will  be  improved.  They  must  stay 
there  and  defend  themselves,  or  else  make  a  more  ignominious  retreat 
than  ever  was  known,  abandoning  iron-clads  and  other  vessels  that  have 
cost  many,  many  millions  of  dollars — ^more  than  ail  Paraguay  would  sell 
for  in  quarter  sections.  This  I  do  not  believe  they  will  do,  and  therefore 
the  war  must  last  till  there  is  neither  Paraguay  nation,  nor  people,  nor 
government  left.  The  longer  the  war  lasts^the  more  I  am  convinced 
that  this  people  will  never  be  conquered.  They  may  be  exterminated, 
but,  as  I  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  say  before,  it  will  be  only  when 
there  are  neither  men  nor  women  ^eft  that  the  terms  of  the  "triple 
alliance "  will  be  enforced.  Whether  other  nations  may  interfere  to  put 
a  stop  to  a  war  carried  on  not  for  purposes  of  conquest  only,  but  with 
the  deliberate  view  of  exterminating  a  nation  whose  existence  mars  the 
symmetry  of  a  neighboring  empire,  is  a  question  on  which  it  is  not  for 
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me  to  pronounce.  But  this  I  do  say,  that  so  complete  is  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  country,  and  so  entirely  are  all  its  elements  absolutely  at  the 
command  of  President  Lopez,  to  be  devoted  to  repelling  the  allies  and 
to  maintaining  the  established  government,  that  to  all  appearance  the 
war  may  be  prolonged  for  many  months,  and  if  fix)m  sheer  exhaustion 
this  country  must  fall,  its  conquerors  will  find  little  but  a  desert. 

To  avert  so  sad  a  climax  is  it  not  possible  that  neutral  powers  may 
intervene,  may  declare  to  both  parties  that  this  miserable  war  must  stop 
and  impose  their  terms  of  peace,  saying  to  whichever  party  may  reftise 
to  accept  them  that  it  must  thenceforward  reckon  all  the  governments 
whose  good  oflBces  have  been  rejected  as  enemies  that  will  afterwards 
enforce  harder  terms  than  those  rejected? 

I  know  not  if  anything  of  this  kind  is  feasible.  But  I  know  this  mis- 
erable war  ought  to  end,  and  I  see  no  other  way  for  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

Hon.  WiLLiAjM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtmj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  97.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Asnnoian,  April  7, 1868. 

Sir:  It  is  now  nearly  three  months  since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch, 
and  in  all  that  time  I*  have  not  received  a  letter  or  line,  and  scarcely 
have  heard  a  rumor  from  beyond  the  limits  of  Paraguay.  I  have, 
therefore,  no  dispatches  to  answer,  and  will  proceed  to  relate  what  ha« 
transpired  here  during  the  time. 

After  the  passage  of  the  Brazilian  squadron  above  Curupaiti,  in  Au- 
gust last,  it  was  supposed  here  that  some  decisive  action  would  soon 
take  place  that  would  bring  this  wasting  war  to  an  end.  But  month 
after  month  went  by,  and  nothing  seemed  to  be  done  by  either  party,  so 
far  as  we  could  learn  here,  to  change  the  relative  positions  of  the  belli- 
gerents. The  Semanario  nearly  every  week  published  accounts  of 
astonishing  victories,  in  which  the  Paraguayans  in  small  force  had 
attacked  the  positions  of  the  enemy  and  slaughtered  thousands  of  theni, 
and  then  retired  in  good  order,  with  a  loss  of  only  two  or  three.  Such 
victories,  we  knew  too  well,  were  simply  repulses,  probably  expensive  to 
the  allies,  and  certainly  so  to  the  Paraguayans.  But  the  weary,  divary 
monotony  of  our  isolation  was  at  length  broken  by  the  announcement 
that  the  squadron  had  again  made  a  move.  On  the  evening  of  the  21st 
of  February  it  was  first  made  known  here  that  several  iron-clads  had 
passed  Humaita,  and  that  at  least  three  of  them  were  on  their  way  up 
the  river,  and  were  already  half  way  to  this  plaee.  How  long  the  govern- 
ment had  known  this  I  cannot  say,  but  have  reason  to  belfeve  that  the 
passage  was  effected  nearly  a  week  before,  and  that  it  was  known  here 
soon  after.  But  with  the  public  announcem^ent  came  an  order  for  the 
complete  and  immediate  evacuation  of  this  city.  The  order  was  indis- 
criminate and  was  directed  to  all,  foreigners  and  natives  alike,  and  all 
were  commanded  to  go  away  at  least  one  league  from  the  ci^ital.  Before 
the  news  was  generally  known,  the  minister,  Senor  Berges,  sent  to 
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request  me  to  call  at  his  office.    I  inimediately  complied,  when  he  told 
me  tbe  iron-clads  were  ou  the  way  up  the  river  and  might  be  here  the 
next  day,  and  that,  further  than  that,  nothing  was  known  of  what  had 
transpired  below.    Nevertheless  he  said  the  town  was  to  be  evacuated 
as  soon  as  possible;  that  the  city  was  to  be  made  a  military  post,  and 
everybody,  natives  and  foreigners  alike,  must  leave  it    I  told  him  that 
in  my  opinion  the  government  had  no  right  to  compel  foreigners,  by  the 
mere  proclamation  that  this  was  a  military-  point,  to  abandon  their  prop- 
erty, business,  and  interests,  and  to  expose  themselves  to  the  losses, 
hardships,  and  privations   that  would   inevitably  be   incident  to  a 
general  evacuation.    But  the  minister  said  that  the  right  of  the  govern- 
ment to  do  so  was  indisputable,  and  that  he  had  sent  for  me  to  advise 
me  early  not  only  of  the  intended  evacuation,  but  that  the  government 
would  ^so  be  removed  from  this  place  to  Luque,  a  little  village  about 
ten  miles  inland,  and  that  he  had  thus  early  advised  me  of  these  measures 
that  I  might  the  more  easily  obtain  a  convenient  place  of  residence 
beyond  the  city  limits.    I  told  him  that  this  provision  ^nd  interest  on 
my  account  were  entirely  unnecessary,  as  under  no  circumstances  should 
I  abandon  my  legation.    Senor  Bers^  urged  that  very  likely  the  enemy 
would  bombard  the  town,  and  thoT  it  would  be  dangerous  to  remain. 
But  I  told  Mm  that  I  should  depend  on  my  flag  to  protect  my  premises, 
and  had  no  fear  but  it  would  be  respected  by  the  enemy,  as  once  before, 
much  against  their  will,  when  I  came  through  their  squadron,  they  had 
been  forced  to  respect  it.    He  then  said  that  after  the  next  day  there 
would  be  nothing  to  be  got  in  the  markets,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  food.     But  I  told  him  I  would  take  all  those  risks, 
but  would  never  abandon  my  legation  till  so  ordered  by  my  government. 
On  returning  to  my  house  I  found  many  people  there,  all  anxious  to 
know  what  I  would  do,  and  on  being  told  that  I  was  resolved  to  stay, 
many  asked  for  shelter  under  my  roof,  and  many  more  asked  permission 
to  leave  their  money  and  valuables  with  me.   I  told  them  that  as  re^irds 
the  latter,  all  the  protection  that  my  house  or  flag  could  give  woi3d  be 
freely  gnmted,  but  that  as  for  the  former,  it  would  be  impossible  for  my 
prenuses  to  accommodate  them  all,  and  advised  such  as  could  get  away 
to  do  so  at  once  and  not  render  themselves  liable  to  incur  the  displeasure 
of  the  government  by  remaining.    That  night  and  the  next  day  a  great 
many  people  came  to  my  house  with  such  things  as  they  considered 
most  valuable.    But  I  took  no  risk  nor  responsibility,  and  told  all  that 
in  case  of  sacking,  bombardment,  or  robbery,  neither  the  legation  nor 
myself  would  be  liable. 

I  am  the  only  foreign  minister  here,  and  there  is  but  one  fully  accred- 
ited consul,  the  Italian,  and  he  has  been  here  only  three  months.  The 
late  French  consul  here  was  relieved  in  October  last  by  a  person  named 
Cuberville,  who  was  sent  by  the  French  minister  in  Buenos  Ayres  to 
take  charge  of  the  consulate  until  the  arrival  of  a  duly  appointed  consul. 
The  Portuguese  have  an  acting  consul  here,  holding  no  commission  from 
his  government,  and  the  three  constitute  the  consular  body.  Late  in 
the  evening,  after  the  incidents  above  mentioned,  the  three  came  to  see 
me.  They  hM  heard  that  I  was  determined  to  remain,  and  the  French- 
man and  Italian  were  greatly  concerned  lest  I  should  expose  myself  and 
family  to  the  horrors  of  a  bombardment  and  sacking  of  the  town.  They 
had  resolved  to  leave  the  town  and  go  with  the  government,  while  the 
Portuguese  said  he  would  take  his  chances  with  me  and  remain.  The 
Frenchman,  however,  hastened  to  advise  the  government  that  his  Portu- 
guese colleague  was  not  disposed  to  leave  the  city,  and  the  next  morning 
at  seven  o'clock  he  had  a  peremptory  order  from  the  government  to  de- 
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part  within  a  few  hours.  The  entire  foreign  population  are  intensely  dis- 
gusted at  the  conduct  of  the  French  and  Italian  consuls.  They  believe 
5*  they  had  refused  to  leave  the  city,  except  as  prisoners,  and  had  advised 
all  their  countrymen  to  do  the  same,  the  government  would  not  have 
venture<l  to  force  them  to  do  so,  an&  that  if  it  had  felt  itself  under  the 
necessity  of  allo^ving  the  foreigners  to  remain,  the  miseries  of  the  e^^acn- 
ation  would  have  b^n  spared  to  the  natives.  The  evacuation,  however, 
was  enforced,  and  not  a  family  remained  in  town  except  such  as  were 
under  my  roof.  Several  English  families,  the  heads  of  which  had  been 
long  in  the  government  employ,  asked  me  the  privilege  of  occupying 
some  vacant  rooms  pertaining  to  the  legation.  I  advised  them  to  first 
obtain  the  government's  permission  to  remain  in  town.  This  being 
granted  I  gave  them  leave  to  come,  and  they  yet  remain  here.  I  also 
received  all  the  Americans  here  within  my  premises,  so  that  besides  the 
English  I  have  about  thirty  persons  on  my  hands.  Among  these  is 
the  former  minister  of  government,  war  and  marine,  of  Montevideo, 
Senor  Don  Antonio  de  las  Carreras,  who,  from  his  strenuous  efforts  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  General  Flores  into  the  republic  of  Uruguay,  made 
himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  allies.  Such  was  the  condition  of  afiairs 
here  when  the  Brazilian  gunboats^pproached  the  town  on  the  24th  of 
February.  The  Paraguayans  had  still  a  small  fort  on  the  bluff  of  Uie 
river,  just  below  or  rather  opposite  the  town.  In  this  fort  they  had  but 
one  large  cannon  and  three  or  four  small  field-pieces.  Ataboat  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  ironclads  approached,  when  the  firing  between 
them  and  the  fort  commenced.  The  only  Paraguay  cannon  large  enong^ 
to  be  of  any  service  against  iron-clads  had  just  been  finished  and  put  in 
place,  and  it  was  found  that  it  could  not  be  depressed  enough  to  send 
her  shot  anywhere  near  the  enemy.  Nevertheless  it  was  discharged  a 
few  times,  and  the  Brazilians,  after  discharging  sundry  shot  and  shell 
so  far  as  I  know  without  touching  the  fort  and  without  having  a  shot 
come  within  a  hundred  yards  of  themselves,  turned  tail  and  went  down 
the  river,  probably  to  give  an  account  of  their  splendid  victory. 

For  a  long  time  we  expected  a  return  of  the  iron-clads  with  re-enforce- 
ments, but  days  and  weeks  passed,  and  we  could  only  learn  that  they 
had  gone  down  to  seek  shelter  under  the  guns  of  Tayi,  a  point  some 
two  or  three  leagues  above  Humaita,  where  the  allies  have  a  large  force. 
At  length,  on  the  22d  of  March,  we  are  told  that  the  Paraguayans  have 
achieved  another  great  victory- ;  that  Paso-Pucu  had  been  .attacked  in 
force  at  several  points,  and  that  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  at  all 
points,  with  great  slaughter,  the  Paraguayans,  as  usual,  suffering  httk 
or  no  loss.  This  glorious  news,  however,  was  even  followed  by  another 
announcement  not  quite  consistent  with  it.  It  was  that  Marshal  Lopei 
had  abandoned  Paso-Pucu  with  a  large  part  of  his  anny,  had  crossed  the 
Paraguay,  and  come  up  through  the  GranChaeo,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
river,  about  fifty  miles,  and  then  crossed  back  above  the  river  Tebicuari, 
where  he  was  again  fortifying.  A  strong  force,  hoMl^ver,  was  left  to 
defend  Humaita.  Such  is  the  military  situation  so  far  as  we  can  learn 
anything  about  it.  We  know  nothing  of  what  is  transDiring  below, 
except  what  the  government  chooses  to  disclose.  TherefOTe  we  cannot 
judge  anything  as  to  the  probable  duration  of  the  war.  Our  situation  is 
about  as  cheerless  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine ;  deprived  of  many  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  in  an  abundant  city,  and  cut  off  fr^m  all  commnniea- 
tion  with  the  outer  world,  the  monotony  of  existence  is  scarcely  bearabk*. 
By  my  ref\isal  to  leave  the  capital,  and  become  a  camp-follower  of  the 
government,  I  have  reason  to  believe  I  gave  great  offense/and  that  my 
relations  with  it  will  not  be  again  so  cordial  aa  they  have  been.  Indeed, 
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some  things  have  occurred  already,  greatly  to  my  annoyance,  that  show 
anything  bnt  a  firiendly  disposition.  The  case  of  the  Araeriean  citizen, 
James  Maulove,  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  dispatch. 

But  it  is  feared  by  all,  and  believed  by  many,  that  the  worst  is  not 
yet  upon  us.  Should  the  enemy  advance  on  the  present  positions  of 
President  Lopez,  in  such  force  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  retire,  it  is 
believed  that  he  will  fall  back  into  the  mountains  with  his  army,  driving 
before  him  alV  the  population,  including  women  and  children,  the  old, 
the  sick,  and  all  foreigners.  Such  an  extreme  measure  would  probably 
have  the  effect,  so  soon  as  known  in  Buenos  Ayres,  to  cause  the  most 
energetic  measures  to  be  taken,  on  the  part  of  the  foreign  diplomatic 
representatives  and  naval  commanders,  to  rescue  their  countrymen  from 
the  miseries  to  which  they  will  inevitably  be  exposed.  But  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  step  will  be  taken,  should  l^esident  Lop^z  be  driven  from 
his  present  position.  Indeed,  I  know  that  the  people,  now  living  one  or 
two  leagues  inland  from  the  river,  have  received  orders  to  be  ready  at 
a  moment's  notice  to  retreat  to  the  woods  and  mountains.  In  that  case 
the  government  would  doubtless  be  removed  from  Luque  to  some  place 
far  in  the  interior,  and  the  consuls  will  follow  in  its  wake.  As  for  me, 
however,  I  shall  remain  where  I  ai^,  unless  I  am  carried  away  as  a 
prisoner. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUBN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  98.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  April  7,  1868. 

Sir  :  On  the  evacuation  of  this  city  by  order  of  the  government  on  the 
23d  of  February  last,  several  Americans  here  resident  asked  permission 
to  remain  with  me  in  this  legation.  Two  of  them  I  took  into  my  employ 
to  assist  me  in  any  way  that  might  be  required.  Their  names,  with  the 
Dames  of  several  others  whom  I  had  engaged  as  servants,  I  sent  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  that  the  subordinate  officials  might  be 
advised  that  they  were  entitled  to  legation  immunities.  Among  these 
names  were  those  of  James  Manlove  and  Porter  C.  Bliss.  The  minister 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  note,  and  said  as  these  two  were  not 
servants  it  would  be  expected  of  them  tbat  they  would  confine  them- 
selves to  the  premises  of  the  legjition,  as  they  would  be  liable  to  arrest 
like  other  persons  if  they  went  about  the  streets.  They  both  went  into 
the  streets,  however,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  my  house,  as 
did  also  the  English  who  had  taken  refuge  under  my  flag.  Mr.  Manlove, 
however,  when  Sbiug  out  to  attend  to  some  animals  in  his  care,  was 
stopped  in  the  streets  by  the  police,  when  he  turned  and  went  to  the 
police  office  ^  ask  permission  from  the  chief  to  attend  to  his  animals. 
The  chief,  however,  did  not  grant  it,  and  he  returned  home. 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  a  Frenchman  named  Laserre,  whose 
house  is  very  near,  and  neatly  opposite  to  mine  on  the  same  street,  gave 
his  keys  to  Mr.  Manlove,  requesting  him  to  shut  up  his  premises  after 
he  was  gone,  and  gi^ing  him  full  liberty  to  enter  his  house  and  take 
oat  and  use  anything  that  he  might  need  during  his  absence.  Some  days 
after  tbat  Mr.  Manlove  took  the  keys  of  Mr.  Laserre^s  house  and  went 
42  D  c — ^VOL.  u 
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over,  intending  to  enter ;  but  before  he  bad  done  so  he  was  encountered 
by  Bome  policemen,  who  demanded  of  him  by  what  right  he  was  entering 
those  premises.  He  replied,  by  authority  of  the  owner.  The  police  then 
said  he  should  first  go  to  the  police  offiC/O  and  report  that  he  was  thus 
authorized  before  entering  the  house.  He  asked  if  he  was  to  be  consid- 
ered as  under  arrest.  They  said  no.  Accordingly  he  went  to  the  poliw 
office,  since  when  I  have  not  seen  him.  Immediately  after  his  arrest  I 
went  to  Luque  to  confer  with  Senor  Benitez,  who  at  present,  in  the 
absence  of  Seiior  Berges,  is  acting  minister  for  foreign  relations,  and  I 
afterwards  wrote  him  an  official  note,  which  he  answered  at  great  length. 
At  first  it  was  pretended  that  his  arrest  was  for  having  entered  without 
authority  the  house  of  a  foreigner,  but  when  it  was  found  that  the  owner 
had  given  him  full  liberty  not  only  to  enter,  but  to  take  away  anything 
he  might  need,  they  changed  their  ground  and  said  it  was  for  going  into 
the  street  without  permission ;  but  as  all  the  English  under  similar  cir 
cumstances  had,  until  then^  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  the  same  thing 
daily,  and  without  molestation,  it  is  clear  that  it  is  for  unavowed  reasons 
he  is  kept  a  prisoner.  Perhaps  it  is  from  apprehension  that  being  a  man 
of  much  military  experience,  he  is  a  dangerous  man  to  have  at  hirge  at 
this  time,  and  perhaps  it  is  to  show  spite  against  me  for  not  having 
removed  from  this  city  to  follow  the  government  to  Luque,  and  to  what- 
ever other  points  may  be  selected  as  a  temporary  capital.  To  me  it 
appears  a  great  affront  to  this  legation,  if  not  a  direct  \iolation  of  its 
rights. 

I  send  copies  of  all  the  correspondence,  and  ask  instructions. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Seiior  Berges  to  Mr,  JVaskburtu 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

A$uncioHj  February  22^  1868. 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  this  day  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
republic,  cWlaring  this  city  a  military  post,  with  the  decrees  necessary,  which  ycm  will 
find  in  the  text  of  the  proclamation,  which  I  also  transmit  for  your  consideratioD  aod 
observance. 

With  these  observations,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOS£  BERGES. 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  ^-c,  ^c,  ^-c. 


Mr,  WMhhum  to  Seiior  Bergen, 

Legation  of  the  Umited  States, 

Asuncion^  Februarg  22, 1866. 

SiRj  The  present  critical  condition  of  affairs  in  and  near  this  capital  has  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  take  into  my  service  several  persons  in  addition  #  those  hitherto 
connect<^d  with  this  legation. 

The  foUowiuff  is  a  list  of  those  employed  by  me : 

Carlos  MeincKe,  German,  private  secretary;  Porter  C.  Bliss,  American;  James »»»• 
love,  American;  George  Hamilton,  English;  Catherin Leahy, English ;  Anabella CasWt 
Pai^^guayan ;  Basilio  Jarra,  Paraguayan ;  Melchora  Jarra,  Paraguayan.  .^^ 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  di«tingoi»« 
consideration.  _„ 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUBK. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  Jos£  Berges, 

Minister  for  Foreign  Relations, 
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Sehor  Berges  to  Mr.  Washburn, 

[Tranalatioii.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Asuncion^  February  23,  1868. 
I  have  received  yonra  of  the  22d  instant,  where  the  names  of  Mr.  Porter  C.  Bliss  and 
Junes  Manlove,  American  citizens,  and  Anabella  Casal,  a  Paraguayan,  appear  on  the 
list  aa  servants  of  your  legation. 

You  will  find  from  the  proclamation  I  sent  you  the  same  day  that  this  city  was  declared 
to  be  a  mOitary  post-  from  that  date,  and  consequently  subject  to  the  orders  of  its  com- 
maoder,  who  is  responsible  for  the  security  of  the  post  under  his  command. 

In  order  to  avoid  unpleasant  incidents,  the  Americans,  Bliss  and  Manlove,  may  remain 
in  your  dwelling,  but  not  as  servants,  and  not  be  allowed  to  go  out,  lest  they  be  arrested 
by  the  guards,  who  have  orders  not  to  let  any  persons  but  public  officials  go  about ;  and 
the  Paraguayan  woman,  Anabella  Casal,  may  remain  with  you  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. 

I  must  repeat  what  I  communicated  to  you  orally,  namely,  that  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment is  transferred  to  Luque  for  the  present. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,j 

JOSfi  BERGES. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Washburn,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c 


Mr,  Washburn  to  SeHor  Berges, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asundonj  February  24,  1868. 

8ni:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
take  this  occasion  to  thank  you  very  sincerely'  for  your  prompt  attention  to  mine  of  the 
day  before  at  a  time  when  your  excellency  must  have  heen  occupied  with  so  many  more 
important  matters.  At  such  a  time  as  this  I  would  not  trespass  on  your  attention 
apin  on  the  same  subject  had  I  not  by  an  oversight  omitted  the  name  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Masterman  as  one  of  the  persons  attached  to  this  legation.  I  will  add,  however,  that 
the  evacuation  of  the  capital  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  receive  into  the  legation  such 
other  persons  as  are  required  by  the  circumstance  that  nothing  is  to  be  obtained  in  the 
markets  of  the  town,  and  that  every  service  or  labor  required  by  my  family  must  be 
performed  withiii  my  own  premises. 

The  correct  list  of  persons  connected  with  this  legatioix  as  secretaries,  attach<Ss,  com- 
panions, and  assistants  to  Mrs.  Washburn,  or  as  servants,  is  as  foUows : 

Charles  Meincke,  German;  Porter  C.  Bliss  and« James  Manlove,  Americans;  George 
F.  Masterman  and  Creorge  Hamilton,  Englishmen ;  Concepcion  Casal,  Anabella  Cajsal, 
Dolores  Cavallero,  Melchora  Jarra,  Basibo  Jarra,  and  two  washerwomen,  Paraguayans. 

In  the  same  note  of  yesterday  your  excellency  informed  me  that  the  government  is 
removed  temporarily  to  Lunue.  I  presume,  however,  there  will  be  frequent  daily  com- 
munication between  that  place  and  Asuncion,  and  shall  avail  myself  of  the  various 
means  existing  fot  correspondence  with  your  excellency,  either  by  telegraph,  railroad, 
or  by  courier,  whenever  tne  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require  it. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  oifer  assurances  of  high  esteem  and  distinguished  considera" 
tioD. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Excellency  Jo8£  Beroes, 

Minister  for  Foreign  kelations. 


Senor  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Washburn, 
ITranalatSon.] 


Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Asuncion^  February  28, 186a 
The  undersigned,  sergeant-major  at  the  department  of  war  and  marine,  in  the  absence 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  has  the  honor  to  send  you  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
rapreroe  decree  issued  by  the  President  on  the  25th  instant,  declaring  the  whole  repub- 
lic in  a  state  of  siege. 
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Said  decree  confimiB  that  of  the  Vice-President,  making  the  city  of  Agnndon  a  mili- 
tary  post,  ordering  its  evacuation,  and  transferring  the  seat  of  ipvemment  to  Laqae, 
'«rhich  I  now  advise  you  of;  and,  while  I  regret  your  persistency  in  the  resolution  not 
to  follow  the  government  to  its  new  site,  I  hope  that  all  persons  in  your  house  will  obey 
the  orders  that  have  been  issued,  or  may  be  issued,  by  the  competent  authorities. 
I  remain  yours,  &€,, 

FRANCISCO  FERNANDEZ. 
Hon.  Charlks  A.  Washburn,  ^*c.,  ^,  ^c 


Senor  Fernandez  to  Mr.  Waskbum. 
ITitUMlation.l 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

ABundany  March  4, 1868. 

The  undersigned,  sergeant-major  at  the  department  of  war  and  marine,  in  the  absence 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  communicates  to  you  the  order  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  republic. 

You  received  an  official  communication  from  the  police  department  of  Asuncion  giving 
an  account  of  the  unpleasant  incident  of  yesterdav  in  that  quarter,  namely,  the  amct 
of  James  Manlove,  an  American  citizen  living  at  the  American  legation,  and  his  rescue 
by  you  in  person,  by  violence  and  without  explanation  with  the  arresting  officers. 

The  Vice-President  has  heard  of  this  in  wonder,  inasmuch  as  you  had  been  notified  of 
the  proclamation  necessar^^  in  this  mortal  war  against  our  unprovoked  aggressors,  And 
were  expected  to  lend  your  valuable  influence  in  the  preservation  of  public  order  and 
obedience  to  law  by  everybody,  without  distinction  of  class  or  persons. 

The  government  of  the  republic,  ever  desirous  to  retain  the  friendship  of  foreign 
nations,  and  to  avoid  all  occasions  of  dispute,  made  known  its  decrees  to  toe  agents  of 
friendly  nations  residing  here.  This  was  the  spirit  of  the  note  of  the  23d  ultimo  which 
was  addressed  to  you,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  22d.  The  government,  to  please  yon, 
did  not  specify  the  individuals  sheltered  by  your  legation,  but  requested  that  Mr.  Porter 
C.  Bliss  and  James  Manlove,  and  Anabella  Casal,  might  be  kept  within  the  walls  of 
the  legation,  to  save  them  from  arrest  by  the  police. 

The  goveninient  was  therefore  justly  surprised,  after  these  orders,  at  the  incidents  of 
yesterclay,  and  relets  to  be  com}>ellcd  to  ask  an  explanation  of  acts  so  insulting  to  the 
officers  and  otfensive  to  the  dignity  of  the  r«^public. 

In  communicating  this  order  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  republic,  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

FRANCISCO  FERNANDEZ. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  ^c,  ifc,  fc. 


Mr,  Washburn  io  Senw  Femandeg. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asmidan  March  5,  Vd^ 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  hasten  to  reply  to 
it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  unpleasant  incident  of  the  previous  day  to 
which  you  call  my  attention  has  been,  I  venture  to  say,  much  more  disagreeable  and 
unpleasant  to  me  than  to  any  other  person  in  Paraguay.  After  a  residence  of  more 
than  six  years  in  this  country,  in  which  I  have  always  experienced  the  greatest  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  from  both  government  and  people,  it  is  a  cause  of  deep  regret  to  me 
that  anything  of  this  kind  should  take  place,  and  especially  at  a  time  like  this,  when 
it  is  the  duty  of  all,  natives  and  strangers  alike,  to  do  nothing  that  can  in  any  way 
embarrass  the  officers  of  government  in  the  heroic  defense  that  they  and  the  whole 
people  are  making  for  the  national  existence. 

Your  honor  remarks  in  reference  to  the  unpleasant  circumstances  in'^uestion,  tbst 
James  Manlove,  an  American  citizen  attached  to  this  legation,  was  arrested  by  the 
police  of  this  city,  and  that  when  he  was  at  the  police  office  he  was  violently  and  with- 
out respect  or  consideration,  or  without  consultation  with  any  of  the  constituted 
authorities,  taken  away  by  me. 

The  facts  of  the  case  as  I  have  been  informed,  and  as  I  believe,  w^re  the  foQowing: 
Last  evening  a  little  before  sunset  Mr.  Manlove  and  Mr.  Watts,  an  Englishman*  went 
out  on  horseback  to  attend  to  some  cows  that  they  had  bden  in  the  habit  of  atteodiof 
to  for  several  days  before,  and  to  which  no  remonstrance  had  been  made.  As  the  towa 
had  been  evacuated,  and  nobody  was  to  be  seen  in  the  streets,  they  galloped  their 
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bones,  nntil,  tuTning  a  comer,  they  met  some  policemen,  who  stopped  them,  and  told 
them  they  were  violating  the  law  by  galloping  their  horses.  One  of  them  replied  that 
it  could  do  no  harm,  as  there  were  no  people  in  the  streets  to  be  injured,  and  said  they 
were  only  going  a  few  squares  to  take  care  of  their  cows.  Tlie  police  officer  in  com- 
muid  then  told  them  to  go  on,  but  said  they  must  report  themselves  the  next  day  at 
the  poUce  office.  Mr.  Watta,  who  understands  Spanish,  did  not  go  on,  however,  but 
retained  home,  and  Mr.  Manlove,  whose  knowledge  of  Spanish  is  very  limited,  had  under- 
stood the  police  to  say  that  they  could  not  go  to  take  care  of  the  cows,  and  he  then  said  he 
would  go  and  see  the  chief  of  police  and  ask  permission  to  attend  to  them.  To  obtain 
this  permission  he  went  to  tihe  police  office,  and  he  did  so  of  his  own  accord.  He  was 
not  arrested,  and,  like  Mr.  Watt«,  was  at  full  liberty  to  go  on  or  return  to  this  legation. 
But  as  he  did  not  return  for  some  two  hours,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  go  and  look  for 
him.  I  went  to  the  police  office,  and  knowing  he  haS  not  been  arrested,  I  advised  him 
to  mount  hia  horse  and  come  home.  I  was  informed  at  the  same  time  that  the  chief  of 
police  waa  not  in  his  office,  and  as  that  official  is  doubtless  at  this  time  much  occupied, 
80  much  so  that  my  servant  who  brings  provisions  for  my  family  from  beyond  the  city 
limits  has  been  fr^uently  obliged  to  wait  several  hours  before  he  could  get  a  passport 
to  do  so,  I  did  not  see  any  reason  why  Mr.  Manlove  might  not  return  home  then  and 
wSk  permission  to  look  uter  his  cows,  at  such  time  when  the  chief  should  be  in  his 
office. 

The  above  I  believe  to  be  a  true  statement  of  the  facts  of  this  unfortunate  incident. 
Certain  it  is,  neither  Mr.  Manlove  nor  myself  had  any  idea  he  had  been  arrested ;  and 
if  80,  tus  leaving  the  police  was  not  intended,  and  could  not  show  any  intentional  dis- 
respect to  the  laws  or  authorities  of  Paraguay. 

In  regard  to  what  your  honor  says  respecting  the  immunities  and  privileges  eiyoyod 
ions  attached  to  this  legation,  I  have  only  tliis  to  say,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  com- 

Esatisfactoiy :  TJiis  legation  is  not  and  will  not  be  a  place  of  refuge  or  protection 
,  .^aons  who  violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  For  my  own  convenience,  as  well  as 
for  the  convenience  of  some  English  families,  I  have  allowed  some  persons  to  take  up  a 
temporary  habitation  within  my  premises.  But  it  is  not  that  they  may  have  immunity 
in  the  violation  of  any  of  the  local  laws,  and  1  beg  to  assure  you  that,  on  being  informed 
that  any  person  connected  with  this  legation  has  done  anything  in  that  time  against 
the  laws  or  police  regulations  of  this  city,  he  will  be  at  once  disowned  and  denied  all 
(he  legation  privileges. 
I  taSe  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  honor  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Hon.  Francisco  Fernandez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  delations. 


Senor' Benitez  to  Mr.  Wtukbum, 

[Tran8lftti(Hi.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Luque^  March  20,  1868. 

The  ondeniigned.  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  by  order  of  the  Vioe- 
Preodent,  ac£iowiedgee  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  reply  to  one 
(mm  the  minister  of  war  and  marine,  in  relation  to  certain  police  disturbances,  and 
retoTDs  this  answer. 

My  government  would  have  been  pleased  to  find  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
ineidents  in  qneetion ;  but  your  account  is  incorrect,  owin^  doubtless  to  false  iuforma- 
tioiL  Ton  will^  therefore,  i^low  me  to  give  the  correct  version  of  the  affair.  The  state- 
ment of  the  chief  of  police  is  as  follows : 

/*0n  the  3d  instant,  a  squad  of  police,  under  Edward  Canteras,  was  patrolling  the 
eity,  when  at  5^  p.  m.,  on  the  comer  of  Atigo  and  Pilcomayo  streets,  they  saw  the 
Aiaoican,  James  Manlove,  and  the  Englishman,  John  Watts,  come  galloping  towards 
them  on  horsebpsk.  The  police  called  to  them  to  halt^  Watts  stopped,  but  Manlove 
rode  on.  The  police  then  seized  his  horse,  and  ordered  lum  to  the  guard-house.  He  at 
first  refused,  but  finally  consented  to  go  after  outrageous  abuse  of  the  police  that  stop- 
ped him.  While  the  police  were  engaged  with  Manlove,  Watts  escaped,  and  went  back 
to  the  legation  as  yon  state. 

"When  Manlove  arrived  at  the  station  the  chief  asked  him  why  he  rode  through  the 
(Greets  a^^ainst  orders.  It  seems  he  did  not  understand,  and  an  interpreter  was  sent 
£».  While  waiting,  Manlove  said  in  Spanish  that  he  was  goinc  for  the  milk  woman, 
la  a  short  time  yon  eame  to  the  station,  and  the  events  ocourrea,  of  which  complaint 
was  made." 

This  plain  statemeDt  wiU  show  yon  that  what  Manlove  and  Watts  said  was  not  true 
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I  will  not  now  remind  you  of  the  Burreptitions  manner  in  which  Manlove  got  into  the 
country ;  but  I  mnst  say  that  his  appearance  in  the  streets  was  imprudent,  Imowing  the 
contents  of  the  note  ot  the  23d  from  this  department. 

The  government  of  the  republic,  in  due  appreciation  of  your  apologies  for  the 
unpleasant  circumstance,  and  regretting  that  it  occurred  at  a  time  when  &e  nation  is 
struggling  for  its  life,  is  astonished  that  you  will  shelter  in  your  legation  peisons  who 
have  no  right  to  seek  refuse  there. 

In  offering  you  an  additional  testimony  of  the  friendly  policy  of  our  goTemment 
towards  yours,  we  hope  you  will  not  allow  a  repetition  of  such  scenes,  paracolarly  u 
they  are  liable  to  occur  frequently  while  the  legation  is  so  far  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  in  a  military  place,  with  such  a  large  number  of  persons  within  its  enclosure, 
admitted  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city. 

Thus  having  obeyed  orders,  I  remain  yours,  dec, 

GUMESINIX)  BENTTEZ, 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  ^c,  ^c,  4^. 


Mr.  Waskburu  to  Seiior  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion,  Mardi  24, 1866. 

Sir  :  Since  the  interview  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  honor  yesterday' 
when  I  took  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  James  Manlove,  an  American 
citizen,  now  under  arrest  on  the  charge  of  having  attempted  to  enter  the  house  of  Mr. 
Lasserre,  a  French  subject,  I  have  learned  some  additional  facts  in  relation  to  the  mat- 
ter, which  I  hasten  to  communicate  to  your  honor.  In  the  before-mentioned  interview, 
your  honor  informed  me  that  before  making  a  decision  of  the  case  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Lasserre  would  be  taken,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he  had  given  his  permission  to  Mr. 
Manlove  to  enter  his  house  during  his  absence.  Fortunately  I  have  a  witness,  Mr. 
G.  F.  Mastcrman,  now,  and  for  the  last  six  months,  li\'ing  in  this  legation,  who  can 
testify  to  the  following  facts,  a  part  of  which  I  am  able  to  corroborate  on  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge : 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  Mr.  Lasserre,  previous  to  leaving  the*  capital,  gave  the  keys  of 
his  house  to  Mr.  Masterman  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Manlove,  and  told  them  both  to 
enter  the  house  whenever  they  liked,  and  take  and  use  anything  they  found  which 
they  might  need.  This  was  at  about  11  a.  m.,  and  took  place  in  Mr.  Laaserre's  own 
house,  which  was  then  open,  and  when  several  people  were  in  it  on  the  azotea,  of  whom 
I  was  one,  watching  the  shots  from  the  iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  which  had  arrived  snd 
commenced  firing  that  morning  at  the  Paraguay  fortress  that  was  plainly  in  sight  from 
the  top  of  that  house.  Mr.  Lasserre  being  obliged  to  leave  town  at  that  hour,  bid  me 
and  the  others  good-bye,  leaving  his  house  o|>en^  pot  only  the  front  door,  but,  as  I 
remember  well,  the  door  of  his  main  parlor.  On  giving  the  keys  to  Mr.  Maeltemuuij  he 
requested  him  and  Manlove  to  lock  everything  up  sale  after  the  other  people  shooM 
lc4ive.  Mr.  Masterman  returned  home  to  this  legation  and  gave  the  keys  of  ihe  hoo» 
to  Mr.  Manlove,  who,  at  a  later  hour,  locked  up  the  house  and  also  returned  home. 

Under  this  statement  of  facts,  your  honor  will  iierceive  that  if  there  was  any  fault  in 
entering  the  house  of  Mr.  Lasserre,  it  was  participated  in  by  several  others,  iucluding  my- 
self. J^veral  persons  were  in  it  after  the  owner  had  left,  among  whom  waa  Mr.  Culier- 
ville,  a  French  citizen,  having  charge,  at  present,  of  the  French  consulate,  as  must  havr 
been  well  known  to  the  police,  since  we  were  in  full  view  at  the  top  of  tne  house  from 
the  time  the  firing  commenced  till  the  iron-clads  run  away.  No  objection,  howcveft 
was  ever  made  to  the  entrance  at  that  time. 

Your  honor,  I  think,  will  also  admit  that  if  Mr.  Manlove  was  authorized  to  lock  up 
the  house,  he  must  necessarily  have  had  authority  to  enter  it  and  to  unlock  it.  That  the 
house  was  left  open  by  Mr.  Lasserre,  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  and  that  Mr.  Man- 
love locked  it  up  is  equally  certain.  It  is  also  certain  that  he  supposed  be  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  enter  that  house,  and  had  no  idea  that  he  was  infringing  any  law  of  the 
country.  I  have  l)een  informed  that  he  was  told  by  the  policemen  who  arrested  him, 
that  before  entering  the  house  he  should  have  advised  the  police  that  he  had  beea 
authorized  by  the  owner  to  do  so ;  but  as  there  was  no  law  to  that  effect,  how  could  be 
know  that  such  a  thing  was  required  t  Mr.  Lasserre,  like  every  other  foreigner,  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  leave  his  house  or  other  property  in  charge  of  any  person  in 
whom  he  had  confidence.  There  is  no  law  of  lYance,  or  law  of  Paraguay,  or  law  of  vxs 
other  civilized  country  that  requires  a  man  to  intrust  his  private  property,  in  whieh 
no  third  party  has  a  claim,  to  any  other  person  than  such  as  he  may  himself  elect  I 
am,  therefore,  unable  to  see  how  there  has  bean  any  violation  of  law  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Manlove  in  accepting  the  care  of  Mr.  Lasserre's  house,  locking  it  up,  and  afterwards 
unlocking  and  entering  it,  as  he  had  been  authorized  to  do. 

In  giving  the  above  statement,  your  honor  will  observe  that  every  part  of  it  I 
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BisM  perfectly  with  what  I  give  on  my  own  personal  knowledge ;  in  fact^  I  have  no 
doQbt  that  it  is  exact  and  correct  in  every  part,  and  being  fully  convinced  of  that  fact, 
your  honor  will  allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  Mr.  Manlove  may  be  immediately 
•et  at  liberty. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  assurances  of  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBTTIN. 
His  Honcff  Gumbsinbo  Bexttez, 

Aeikfkg  MtmUier  far  Foreign  Ajfahr%, 


/SWior  Bemiftx  to  Mr.  Washhum, 

[TranaUtioii.] 

Departmfnt  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Luque,  March  29,  1868. 

Tour  note  of  the  24th,  dated  in  Asuncion,  has  been  received.  In  it  you  state  that 
ifter  your  interview  with  me  on  the  23d,  calling  my  attention  to  the  case  of  James  Man- 
love,  an  American  citizen  who  was  arrested  by  the  police,  you  liad  obtained  further  par- 
ticnlars,  which  you  hastened  to  communicate,  and  that  I  had  told  you  Mr.  Lasserre's 
testimony  would  have  to  be  taken  before  the  case  could  be  decided ;  and  that  you  had 
Mr.  G.  F.  Masterman,  who  had  lived  in  your  house  for  six  months,  who  could  testify  to 
the  facts,  a  portion  of  which  you  yourself  knew  to  be  true.  And  you  continue  to  say, 
that  on  tie  24th,  before  Mr.  Lasserre  left  the  capital,  he  gave  the  keys  of  his  house  to 
Mr.  Masterman,  in  Mr.  Manlove's  presence,  and  told  them  to  enter  the  house  and  take 
what  they  pleased.  This  was  about  11,  you  say,  in  Mr.  Lasserre's  own  house,  while 
•ereral  persons  were  on  the  azotea,  looking  at  the  enemy's  iron-clads  tiring  on  a  fortress. 
Mr.  Lamerre  being  obliged  to  quit  the  city,  left  all  the  doors  of  his  house  open,  and 
requested  Mr.  Masterman  and  >ianlove  to  lock  them  when  they  left.  Mr.  Masterman 
went  to  the  legation  and  gave  the  keys  of  the  house  to  Mr.  Manlove,  who  locked  up  the 
house  and  came  away,  iloid  you  conclude,  under  this  statement  of  facts,  we  could  per- 
ceive there  was  no  wrong  in  entering  Mr.  Lassere's  house.  Several  persons  were  in  it 
•iter  the  owner  had  left,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Cuberville,of  the  French  consulate,  who 
must  hare  been  known  to  the  police,  and  that  no  objection  was  made  to  enter  the  house 
at  that  time.  You  will  also  admit,  you  say,  that  if  Mr.  Manlove  was  authorized  to  lock 
up  the  house,  he  must  necessarily  have  had  authority  to  enter  it  and  unlock  it.  That 
the  boose  was  left  open  by  Mr.  Lasserre  you  know  yourself,  and  that  Mr.  Manlove  locked 
it  It  is  certain  that  he  supposed  he  had  a  right  to  enter  that  house,  and  had  no  idea 
thst  he  was  infringing  any  law  of  the  country.  He  was  told  by  the  policeman  that  he 
should  have  informed  the  authorities  that  he  had  a  right  to  enter  that  house ;  and 
finaUy  you  express  the  hope  that  Mr.  Manlove  may  be  set  at  liberty  without  delay. 

Before  I  reply  to  your  note,  you  will  permit  me  to  give  a  summary  of  our  interview 
which  took  place  on  the  23d  of  this  mouth. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  you  came  to  the  department;  with  your  lady,  and  in  her 
presence  said  you  would  like  to  settle  the  matter  with  me  in  a  friendly  way ;  that  you 
regretted  the  incident:  that  after  your  return  from  Limpio,  Mr.  Bliss  told  you  that  Mr. 
Manlove  had  gone  to  Lasserre's  house  for  provisions,  as  he  was  authorized  to  do,  and 
some  ijolicemen  attempted  to  arrest  him,  but  he  returned  to  the  legation  followed  by 
the  chief  of  police,  who  told  Mr.  Bliss  that  Mr.  Manlove  must  go  to  the  station  with  him. 
Then  Mr.  Buss  went  with  Mr.  Manlove  to  the  station,  to  act  as  interpreter  for  him. 
This  is  the  statement  you  made,  and  begged  me  to  settle  it  amicably,  as  it  had  occurre^l 
ID  your  absence, 

I  replied  that  the  affair  was  certainly  unpleasant,  as  my  government  was  friendly  to 
yours,  and  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  people  of  both  countries  to  continue  those 
friendly  relations,  but  that  Mr.  Manlove  was  doubly  guilty  for  going  into  the  street,  and 
tat  open^g  a  house  of  another  person  after  the  city  had  been  evacuated,  and  declared 
a  military  post  by  the  government,  and  that  the  police  were  right  in  arrestiuf^  him. 
Your  answer  was,  that  you  knew  Mr.  Manlove  was  a  respectable  man,  but  of  violent 
temper,  and  you  would  like  him  to  go  into  the  country  or  quit  the  legation,  and  asked 
me  what  would  be  done  in  the  case.  I  then  asked  you  if  Mr.  Manlove  knew  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  February  23,  and  you  said  yes.  I  then  told  you  the  case  would  have  to  be 
tried,  and  I  would  report  the  result  to  you.  I  must  add,  that  in  that  interview  you  told 
me  Bfr.  BUsa  slept  in  nis  own  house  and  only  came  to  the  legation  to  eat. 

Having  thus  stated  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  will  give  you  my  answer. 

I  must  confess,  Mr.  Minister,  that  I  am  surprised  at  your  note ;  but  I  am  compelled 
to  b^eve  that  it  was  with  the  best  intentions  that  you  made  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Luserre  had  given  Mr.  Manlove  permission  to  enter  his  house  during  his  absence,, 
caused  by  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  supreme  command. 
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There  are  bo  many  subjects  in  your  note  I  cannot  reply  to  them  all,  hat  I  mast  sa^ 
that  your  reasoning  is  not  logical  when  you  say  it  was  not  wrong  to  enter  Mr.  La«- 
serre^s  house  because  many  persons  did  so,  yourself  among  the  number ;  and  Mr.  Man- 
love's  caAe  is  very  different,  for  he  went  into  the  house  after,  till  he  was  caught  by  the 
Eolice  on  the  21st  in  the  very  act,  and  this  was  before  the  expiration  of  the  iorty-«i{;bt 
ours,  in  which  the  evacuation  of  the  city  was  to  be  completed.  Neither  can  I  oi^ree 
with  you  that  if  Mr.  Manlove  was  authorized  to  close  the  house  he  was  also  authorized 
to  open  it  at  any  time.  The  assertion  that  he  thought  he  had  the  right  to  enter  the 
house,  without  infringing  any  law  of  the  country,  is  also  false,  b(H;an8e  the  note  of  tlie 
23d,  from  this  department,  forbade  Mr.  Manlove  and  Mr.  Bliss  from  going  out  of  the 
house,  and  you  made  that  order  known  to  them.  In  alluding  to  the  remark  of  ttie 
chief  of  police,  that  even  if  Mr.  Manlove  was  authorised  to  outer  Mr.  Lasseire^s  houue,  he 
should  have  asked  permission  of  the  authorities  to  do  so,  you  say  :  "  But  as  there  is  no 
law  to  that  effect,  how  could  he  know  that  such  a  thing  was  required  f  *  Now  thongh 
there  may  not  have  been  a  law  on  the  subject,  it  is  evident  if  a  man  is  not  allowed  to 
enter  the  city,  he  cannot  enter  a  house  in  it  without  permission  of  the  authorities,  for 
the  proclamation  ordered  the  evacuation  of  the  city,  and  forbade  any  one  to  enter  it, 
after  forty-eight  hours  had  exjiired,  without  a  special  permit.  So  Mr.  Manlove  is 
doubly  guilty,  as  he  left  the  legation  without  permission,  and  entered  a  hoase  agaiubt 
an  express  order,  and  there  is  no  extenuating  circumstance  in  his  case.  To  admit  your 
principle  would  he  to  destroy  all  authority  for  order  in  civilized  coimtries. 

Everybody  will  admit  that  Mr.  Lasserre  had  a  right  to  leave  his  house  in  the  can  of 
any  man  he  pleased,  under  ordinary  circumstances ;  but  when  there  is  an  express  law 
against  such  an  act,  he  has  not  that  right.  To  enter  a  house  after  the  pruclamatioD 
of  the  22d,  is  equivalent  to  sacking  an  unpeopled  city,  and  it  is  an  aggravating  circom- 
stance  in  Mr.  Manlove's  case,  as  ho  was  forbidden  to  leave  the  legation. 

You  say  there  is  no  law  of  France  or  Paraguay,  or  any  civilized  country,  that  require 
a  man  to  intrust  his  property  to  any  other  than  he  may  elect,  and  I  agree  with  you  on 
the  general  principle ;  but  I  cannot  see  how  Mr.  Manlove  violated  no  law  by  openiuj; 
and  closing  ^Ir.  Lasserre's  houses,  after  the  expiration  of  the  forty-eight  houis,  and 
under  the  circumstances  mentioned. 

When  I  received  your  note  about  Mr.  Manlove  and  the  police,  after  onr  verbal  con- 
ference, I  exi>ected  the  thing  settled,  but  I  was  sadly  disappointed  to  find  in  it  only 
assertions  that  no  law  had  been  violated  by  Mr.  Manlove,  anid  that  he  ha^l  ficted  rightly. 
But  you  must  certainly  admit  that  Mr.  Manlove  did  violate  laws  by  entering  hou»e«  in 
the  city  of  Asuncion,  that  was  under  martial  law,  and  by  leaving  the  legation  after 
having  been  expressly  forbidden  to  do  so. 

I  will  now  remind  you  of  my  note  of  tlie  20th,  when  I  thought  the  affair  at  an  end* 
and  advised  you  not  to  let  it  happen  a^^aiii,  as  it  might  while  the  legation  was  so  (ar 
from  the  seat  of  government,  and  in  a  city  which  was  under  martial  law. 

I  regret  to  have  to  make  these  details,  but  circumstances  compel  me  to  it. 

You  will  allow  me  to  mention  that  when  military  necessity  demanded  the  evacuation 
of  the  capital,  to  make  it  a  military  post,  the  proclamation  was  sent  to  you  with  the 
note  of  2^  February,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  same  mouth  you  were  informed  tliat  the 
capital  was  a  military  iK)st ;  and  Mr.  Berges  told  you  that  Bliss  and  Manlove  might  (itay 
in  your  house,  but  could  not  leave  it,  and  you  were  informed  that  the  seat  of  pivem- 
ment  was  temporarily  transferred  to  Luque.  An  answer  to  this  commuuicatiuu  wait 
naturally  expected  from  you,  but  none  luis  been  receive<l,  and  you  did  not  deign  to  give 
your  reasons  for  not  moving  with  the  government,  and  choosing  to  remain  iu  a  military 
station,  being  the  only  one  of  the  foreign  agents  who  did  so ;  nor  did  you  give  any  rnu^n 
for  sheltering  so  many  people  in  your  bouse,  and  among  them  two  whose  names  yoa 
refused  to  give  to  the  minister. 

After  the  note  of  the  23d,  my  government  hoped  that  Bliss  and  Manlove  would  obey 
instructions  through  your  advice,  as  they  were  staying  with  you  contraiy  to  law,  bat 
subsequent  events  have  shown  that  they  did  not  obey  the  decree,  as  Mr.  Manlove'a  ro« 
with  the  i>olice  demonstrates,  as  well  as  his  forcible  entry  into  Mr.  Lasserre's  hou^. 
Mr.  Bliss  also  violated  the  decree  by  living  in  his  own  house,  and  not  at  the  legation, 
where  he  only  came  to  get  his  meals. 

This  occurrence  of  circumstances,  Mr.  Minister,  has  attracted  the  serioua  atteotion  of 
my  government,  and  was  the  reason  for  asking  an  explanation  of  you,  which  we  b(»}»e 
you  will  make,  with  a  promise  of  no  more  violations  or  the  law  by  persons  in  your  lef^ 
tion.  We  also  hope  you  will  consider  the  justice  of  satisfying  publio  honor  and  tb** 
dignity  of  the  government  by  apologizing  for  Mr.  James  Manlovtrs  conduct.  Howevrr 
well  disposed  this  government  may  be  towards  the  representative  of  the  United  States 
and  its  citizens,  that  have  been  idways  treated  with  consideration,  it  cannot  comply 
with  your  request  that  Mr.  Manlove  be  immediately  set  at  liberty. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  conaideTar 
tion. 

QUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  ^.,  fc,  /-c 
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iff.  WaaMmm  to  Semn'  Benitez. 

Leoation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Asundan^  April  4,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  3l8t  ultimo,  of  your  note 
bearing  date  of  the  29th,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  24th,  on  the  question  of  the  arrest 
&ud  detention  of  the  American  citizen  Mr.  James  Manlove.  This  note  of  your  honor  has 
occasioned  me  hoth  surprise  and  regret.  In  luy  previous  note  on  the  same  matter  I  had 
given  my  reasons,  founded  in  part  on  my  own  personal  knowledge,  for  believing  that 
Mr.  Manlove  had  not  intentionally  violated  any  law  or  police  regulation  of  Paraguay, 
and  I  cannot  but  be  surprised  at  the  different  conclusions  to  which  your  honor  has  come 
on  the  same  evidence.  That  it  should  cause  me  regret  your  honor  can  understand,  as 
you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  admit  it  has  always  been*  my  wish  and  practice  to  avoid 
all  unpleasant  differences,  and  to  arrange  amicably,  and  without  insisting  on  techni- 
calities or  formalities,  any  question  that  might  arise ;  and  I  am  equally  willing  to  con- 
cede that  the  government  oi  Paraguay  has  shown  a  like  disposition,  and  ever  evinced  a 
willingness  to  waive  forms  and  technicalities,  going  so  far  in  some  instances  as  to  grant 
requests  from  courtesy  that  I  could  not  claim  as  rights.  For  these  reasons  I  deeply 
regret  an  occurrence  like  this  of  Mr.  Manlove,  in  which  I  am  comjielled  to  take  a  view 
of  the  affair  so  different  from  that  of  your  honor.  My  views  of  the  case  were  express<.4 
in  my  note  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  as  they  differ  so  entirely  from  yours^  on  which  the 
government  has  formed  its  resolution  to  still  detain  Mr.  Manlove  as  a  pnsoner,  I  do  not 
see  as  any  good  purpose  can  be  subserved  by  my  reiterating  my  opinions,  or  alleging 
anything  iu  addition.  I  have  now  only  to  report  the  case  to  my  government  and  await 
its  instructions ;  and,  unless  something  now  unforeseen  should  occur,  the  correspondence 
on  the  question,  for  my  part,  will  close  for  the  present  with  this  letter. 

In  the  note  of  your  honor  to  which  this  is  an  answer,  allusion  is  made  to  a  circum- 
stance that  I  am  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  explain,  as  I  think  it  will  appear 
that  there  was  neither  discourtesy  nor  neglect,  as  is  intimated  in  your  note,  in  my  not 
answering  at  the  time  the  letter  of  Sefior  Berges  of  the  23(1,  in  which  he  officially 
ad\ised  me  of  the  removal  of  the  government  to  Luque.    I  wrote  an  answer  to  that  note 
on  the  following  day  and  sent  my  secretary  three  times  to  the  different  government 
offices  to  deliver  it  to  some  person  who  would  forward  it  to  Luque.    After  two  unsuc- 
cessful efforts  to  find  some  person  who  would  forward  it,  he  went  to  the  chief  of  police, 
who  refused  to  receive  it,  and  before  I  found  an  opportunity  to  send  it  I  learned  that 
Sftior  Berges  had  gone  to  Paso-Pucu.    I  therefore  withheld  it  for  his  return,  but  as  he 
did  not  return  I  did  not  send  it  until  I  was  advised  verbally  by  your  honor  that  you 
had  been  named  as  acting  minister  of  foreign  relations  during  his  absence,    During  this  ' 
*    time  circumstances  had  so  changed  as  to  seem  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  trespass  any 
farther  on  the  attention  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  personal  affairs  of  this  lega- 
tion ;  and  as  in  the  meanwhile  other  events  had  transpired  in  which  the  removal  of  the 
government  to  Luque  was  treated  as  an  accomplished  fact,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  after 
HO  long  a  delay  that  any  formal  answer  on  that  point  was  expected  or  required  by  cour- 
tesy or  official  etiquette.    The  identical  letter  wnich  I  wrote  on  the  24th  and  endeavored 
to  send  to  his  excellency  Scflor  Berges,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.    I  can  now 
only  regret  I  did  not  send  my  secretaiy  to  Luque  to  deliver  it  at  the  time,  but  attaching 
Httle  importance  to  it  save  as  a  matter  of  form,  and  not  anticipating  the  departure  m 
8<*nor  Berges,  I  did  not  suppose  that  a  delay  of  a  few  days  more  or  less  could  make  any 
difference.     Another  point  to  which  your  honor  alludes  seems  to  call  for  a  reply  from 
me;  it  la  that  I  have  not  given  formally  the  reasons  that  have  led  me  to  fix  my  resi- 
dence far  from  the  government  and  in  a  part  purely  military,  making  myself  the  only 
exception  amon^  the  forei^  agents,  and  admitting  an  increased  number  of  persons  into 
my  premises  without  giving  information  of  the  fact  as  requested  by  his  excellency 
Seiior  Berges. 

To  the  i&st  clause  of  this  allegation,  that  I  have  not  given  my  reasons  for  staying  in 
this  city,  is  that  I  had  never  heard  it  alleged  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  foreign  minister 
to  give  his  reasons  officially  to  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  for  preferring 
one  place  of  residence  to  another.  Foreign  ministers,  so  far  as  I  know,  select  their 
own  plaices  of  residence,  generally  for  their  own  convenience  near  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  in  my  limited  experience  I  have  never  known  that  a  duly  accredited  minis- 
ter was  ever  before  called  on  to  give  formal  reasons  to  any  government,  exce|>t  his  own, 
for  his  choice  of  residence,  and  much  less  to  give  his  reasons  for  not  changing  it.  There- 
fore, while  I  consider  it  would  be  improper  to  give  reasons  for  acts  for  which  I  am  re- 
sponsible only  to  my  own  government,  I  will  state  my  opinion  on  the  duties  of  minis- 
ters and  consols  in  cases  more  or  less  analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration,  and 
shall  cite  snch  precedents  as  occur  to  me,  as  apropos  to  the  occasion. 

When  James  II  of  England  left  London  ana  established  his  court  in  Ireland,  he  was 
Dot  follovred  or  accompanied  by  any  foreign  minister  of  neutral  or  independent  powers ; 
and  in  later  times,  when  the  capital  of  France  has  been  in  the  possession  of  foreign  in- 
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Taders,  the  ministers  have  always  remained  to  look  after  and  maintain  the  interests  of 
their  own  countries.  It  is  true,  that  in  those  cases  there  was  no  order  for  the  eTacosr 
tion  of  the  different  capitals.  Such  order,  however,  would  not  have  applied  to  foreign 
ministers,  as  they  are  not  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  they  are  accred- 
ited, and  their  legations  are  considered  as  extra-territorial,  and  being  for  the  time  ont 
of  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  country  where  they  reside. 

Many  instances  misht  be  adduced  in  the  history  of  Spain,  Naples,  and  during  the 
wars  of  Napoleon,*  or  the  capitals  of  several  other  countries  when  they  were  vacated 
temporarily  by  the  government.  But  in  no  instance  was  the  status  or  official  chmcter 
of  the  foreign  ministers  near  the  court  affected.  They  never  accompanied  the  govern- 
ment in  its  removals,  but  they  staid  at  their  posts  in  the  interests  of  their  own  govem- 
inents,  to  guard  and  protect  the  rights  of  their  own  people.  They  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  ministers  and  consuls  are  appointed  to  reside  in  foreign  countries  in  order  to 
watch  over  and  protect  the  interests  of  their  own  country  and  countrymen,  and  not 
expected  to  desert  their  posts  at  the  time  when  their  presence  is  most  needed.  Bnch, 
also,  is  expected  of  them  by  my  government,  and  if  the  agents  of  other  nations  hue 
have  seen  fit  to  pursue  a  different  course,  it  is  no  guide  for  me. 

But  I  have  another  instance  to  cite  much  more  to  the  point  and  of  a  very  late  dat«. 
At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops  in  1862,  there  was  a  mmid- 
ter  of  the  United  States  there,  duly  accredited  to  reside  near  the  capital  of  that  re- 
public. The  post  was  filled  by  one  of  our  most  illustrious  and  experienced  stateOMn. 
The  French  troops  advanced,  as  your  honor  is  aware,  till  they  finally  took  the  city  (rf 
Mexico  and  set  up  the  unfortunate  Maximilian  as  emperor.  Our  ininist-er,  howe?er, 
acting  under  direct  orders  from  his  government,  refused  to  recognize  him,  or  to  trmt 
him  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  usuq>er  and  an  invader,  having  no  right  there.  The 
government  of  Juarez,  however,  was  transferred  to  San  Potosi,  and  the  United  Statee 
minister  was  invited  to  accompany  it,  but  he  declined,  and  his  course  was  approyed  by 
President  Lincoln.  Since  that  time  another  minister  to  Mexico,  in  place  of  Mr.  Corwin, 
who  at  his  own  solicitation  was  permitted  to  retire,  has  been  appointed,  but  he  never 
entered  the  country  till  the  government  was  re-established  in  its  ancient  capital 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  and  with  so  many  precedents,  if  at  this  time  I  were  to 
leave  my  legation  and  abandon  the  old  and  time-honored  capital  of  Paraguay,  I  know 
full  well  that  the  act  would  be  repudiated  by  my  government  and  be  followed  by  my 
instant  recall.  Your  honor  will  see,  therefore,  that  for  mfe  there  was  but  one  course  to 
pursue,  and  having  taken  that  course  which  I  know  will  be  approved  by  roy  govern- 
ment, I  have  nothing  further  to  say  in  the  premises.  On  but  one  other  point  of  yonr 
note  will  I  remark  at  this  time.  It  is  that  where  your  honor  says  you  await  for  explana- 
tions in  regard  to  mattors  referred  to  in.  your  letter,  and  also  security  that  a  nmilar 
act  to  that  of  Mr.  Manlove  will  not  be  repeated  by  any  of  the  persons  now  residing  in 
this  legation.  The  explanations  have  been  given  above.  As  mr  the  security,  1  know 
not  vf\at  kind  of  security  is  expected.  I  have  duly  a<lvised  all  persons  who  have  not 
been  accepted  and  recognized  as  attached  to  this  legation,  and  therefore  entitled  to  all 
its  privileges  and  immunities,  that  if  they  ^o  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  legation,  it 
will  be  at  their  own  risk  and  peril,  and  if  m  doing  so  they  should  be  arrested  by  the 
police,  I  shall  not  interfere  in  their  behalt 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  tender  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUBX. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Bknttez, 

AcHng  Minister  of  Foreign  BelaHons, 


Mr,  Washburn  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  99.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  April  17, 1868. 
Sra:  In]  my  dispatch  of  January  13,  No.  95, 1  had  the  honor  to  ask 
the  second  time  for  my  recall.  At  the  same  time  I  wrote  to  onr  minister 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  Mr.  Asboth,  and  to  our  consul,  Mr.  Hollister,  and  also 
to  Messrs.  S.  B.  Hale  &  Co.,  who  have  always  cashed  my  drafts  and 
attended  to  any  other  business  I  might  have  there,  informing  them  all 
of  the  very  disagreeable  circumstances  in  which  I  am  placed  with  my 
family,  and  requesting  each  of  them  to  Aiake  an  effort  to  communicate 
with  me,  and  to  forward  my  correspondence.  I  authorized  them  to 
charge  the  whole  expense  of  a  special  messenger  to  me.    At  that  time 
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it  had  been  three  months  since  I  had  received  any  dispatches  or  general 
correspondence,  and  now  three  months  more  have  passed  and  not  a  word 
in  answer  has  reached  me  from  any  source.  From  this  I  am  led  to  fear 
that  those  dispatches  never  reached  Buenos  Ayres,  though  I  was  advised 
by  Seiior  Berges  that  they  were  promptly  sent  through  the  lines  to  the 
allied  camp  under  flag  of  truce.  On  this  suspicion,  and  now  for  the  third 
time,  I  ask  for  my  immediate  recall,  and  I  ask  that  means  may  be  pro- 
vided me  for  leaving  the  country.  Without  the  aid  of  a  national  war 
vessel  I  cannot  do  it,  for  nobody  has  entered  or  left  the  country  for  the 
hist  three  years  without  such  auxiliary.  ,  In  my  dispat<;h  No.  97  I  have 
stated  how  the  city  was  evacuated,  and  that  only  the  persons  within 
this  legation  remain  in  it,  and  that  very  probably  the  ii^abitants  who 
have  been  compelled  to  remove  for  a  few  leagues  would,  if  the  f(H*tune 
of  war  were  unfavorable  to  President  Lopez,  be  all  compelled  to  resort 
to  the  woods  and  mountains.  My  own  relations,  owing  to  my  refusal  to 
abandon  my  post,  are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  I  know  not  what  is  in 
store  for  me.  K  the  inhabitants  should  be  all  ordered  to  the  mountains, 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  get  even  the  poor  supplies  we  are  now  able  to 
obtain  within  a  league  or  two  of  the  town.  Still  I  think  we  could  exist 
for  some  weeks;  and  if  we  cannot  exist  longer,  I  can  only  say  I  shall  not 
go  into  the  interior  except  as  a  prisoner.  After  the  many  representa- 
tions I  have  made  to  parties  below  to  try  and  do  something  for  our  relief, 
I  consider  it  hopeless  to  expect  anything  till  specific  orders  from  Wash- 
io^n  shall  compel  attention  to  their  duties.  Should  subsequent  events 
occur  that  may  cause  astonishment  and  regret  at  the  indifference  mani- 
fested in  the  i^irs  of  this  country  and  the  persons  here  detained,  it  can 
never  be  alleged  that  I  have  not  made  full  and  earnest  representations 
of  the  impending  calamities. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wa^shburn. 

No.  76.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington^  June  2, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  numbered 
95  and  96,  of  the  15th  and  17th  of  January  last. 

I  have  read  with  painful  interest  the  account  which  you  give  of  the 
unhappy  condition'of  affairs  in  Paraguay,  and  in  view  of  which  you  have 
been  induced  to  tender  your  resignation  of  the  position  of  minister  resi- 
dent of  the  United  States  at  Asuncion. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  your 
redgnation  is  accepted,  with  permission  to  exercise  your  own  discretion 
in  regard  to  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  successor. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  A.  Washbubn,  Esq.,  <£c.,  dke.^  &e. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  McMdhon. 

No.  3.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  September  2, 1868. 

Sir  :  When,  on  the  18th  day  of  August  last,  you  were  on  the  eve  of 
your  departure  for  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  as  minister  ress- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  that  republic,  this  department,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  requested  you  to  remain  in  the  United  States  until  yon 
should  receive  further  instructions.  The  occasion  of  that  direction  was 
that  Bear- Admiral  Davis,  who  commands  the  United  States  SooA 
Atlantic  squadron,  had  just  then  reported  that  he  had  sent  the  United 
States  ship  of  war  Wasp  up  the  Parana  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  awny 
your  predecessor,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  and  his  family,  from  Ason- 
cion,  thereby  removing  them  from  an  embarrassing  and  possibly  dan- 
gerous situation.  Rear- Admiral  Davis  had  further  reported  Uiat  tiie 
Marquis  de  Gaxias,  who  commands  the  allied  forces,  had  refused  to  per- 
mit the  Wasp  to  pass  through  his  blockade  up  to  Asuncion,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  refusal  the  Wasp,  after  a  long  delay,  had  returned 
to  Montevideo  without  having  accomplished  the  object  of  her  voyaire. 
The  admiral  having  brought  this  transaction  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Webb,  the  United  States  minister  at  Rio,  that  minister  had  made  it  the 
subject  of  a  representation  to  the  government  of  Brazil,  in  which  he 
demanded  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Marquis  de  Gaxias  might  be  dis- 
approved, and  that  the  Wasp  might  be  allowed  to  proceed  without  dday 
to  Asuncion,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  Mr.  Washburn  and  his  fiEuni^ 
from  that  place.  Mr.  Webb,  at  the  same  time,  gave  intimations  to  this 
department  that,  if  the  demands  he  had  thus  made  upon  the  BraziliaQ 
government  should  be  denied,  he  should,  in  that  case,  ask  for  a  passp<^ 
and  immediately  withdraw  from  Brazil.  The  Brazilian  government  was 
still  holding  the  demands  of  Mr.  Webb  under  consideration  at  the  time 
when  your  intended  departure  was  arrested  by  this  departments 

It  was*then  supposed  that  the  opposition  which  the  BrazUian  com- 
mander of  the  allied  forces  made  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  ship  of 
war  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Washbuni  from  Asuncion,  if  persisted  in, 
would  equally  embarrass  your  journey  to  Asuncion.  It  was  necessaij, 
in  any  case,  to  wait  for  the  answer  of  the  Brazilian  government  to 
Mr.  Webb's  demands,  before  the  President  could  properly  determine 
what  measures  should  be  adopted,  either  to  bring  your  predecessor 
away  from  Asuncion,  or  to  secure  you  a  safe  and  speedy  passage  to 
that  capital.  What  the  government  did  determine,  at  that  time,  on 
the  subject  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Webb.  This  government  thoaie^t 
it  neither  improper  nor  i)remature  to  consider  the  transaction  of  the 
hinderance  of  the  Wasp,  which  had  been  brought  by  Mr.  Webb  to  its 
notice.  The  proceeding  of  Rear- Admiral  Davis  in  sending  the  Wasp 
up  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  Mr.  Washburn  away  was 
approved  5  and  this  government  held  that  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  said 
a  ship  of  war  up  the  Parana  to  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
United  States  minister  and  his  family,  and  conveying  them  from  scenes 
of  siege  and  war  to  neutral  territory  or  waters ;  that  the  refusal  of  the  mar- 
quis to  permit  the  Wasp  to  pass  up  the  Parana  violated  becoming  comity 
on  the  part  of  Brazil  and  the  allies  towards  the  United  States,  and  was 
in  contravention  to  the  laws  of  nations;  that  Mr.  Washburn  and  Ckim- 
mander  Kirkland  properly  declined  the  alternatives  which  had  been 
offered  by  the  Marquis  de  Gaxias,  and  the  requests  which  Mr.  Webb 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PABAGUAT.  669 

had  made  to  the  Brazilian  government  in  regard  to  the  whole  transac- 
tion were  approved  and  adopted. 

Od  the  22d  of  August  last  a  voluminous  dispatch  was  received  from 
Mr.  Webb,  which  bears  the  date  of  the  22d  of  July  la«t,  and  which  was 
aecompauied  by  a  copy  of  a  further  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  the  Brazilian  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  This 
correspondence,  however,  had  not  reached  a  definitive  conclusion,  and  the 
demands  which  Mr.  Webb  had  made  still  remained  without  a  definite 
reply  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  government,  so  that  on  the  22d  of  July 
last  Mr.  Webb's  demands  still  remained  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Brazilian  government.  Important  events  are  unofficially  known  to  have 
occurred  on  the  Parana  since  that  date.  Tlie  fortress  of  Humaita  has 
been  evacuated  by  the  Paraguayan  forces,  and  the  allies  have  advanced 
somewhat  farther  up  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Asuncion. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  military  considerations  which  may  have 
inflaenced  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  to  refuse  permission  to  the  Wasp  to 
pass  through  the  blockade  may  now  have  ceased.  It  is  deemed  not 
improbable  that  Mr.  Washburn  and  family  may  have  already  descended 
the  river.  • 

To-day  I  received  from  Mr.  Webb  a  dispatch,  which  bears  date  August 
7,  and  which  came  from  London  by  cable,  in  which  dispatch  he  says  that 
the  Brazilian  ministry  has  yielded  to  his  request,  and  that  the  Wasp 
goes  to  Asuncion. 

The  information  thus  received  is  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  your 
proceeding  at  once  by  the  next  United  States  steamer  to  the  seat  of  your 
legation.  You  will,  however,  stop  at  Eio  long  enough  to  communicate 
with  Mr.  Webb,  and  also  at  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  consulate  and  legation  at  those  places,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  the  military  obstructions  to  your  voyage  up  the  river,  which  were 
heretofore  apprehended,  have  been  removed.  It  is  very  desirable  to 
avoid  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  a  ship  of  war  up  the  Parana 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  you  to  your  post.  You  will  there- 
fore proceed  by  such  other  conveyance  as  shall  offer  itself,  if  ft  be  rea- 
souably  safe  and  feasible.  If  no  such  conveyance  shall  offer,  you  will 
then  confer  with  Eear-Admiral  Davis  in  regard  to  the  most  suitable 
way  of  reaching  the  capital  of  Paraguay.  You  will  be  expected  to  show 
this  instruction  to  Mr.  Webb  and  to  Mr.  Worthington,  and  to  the  rear- 
admiral.  In  so  doing  you  will  take  care  to  say  that  I  have  altogether 
refrained  from  discussing  in  this  paper  the  diplomatic  question,  which 
has  been  raised  at  Rio,  concerning  the  hinderance  of  the  Wasp  on  the 
previous  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Maktin  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  etc.,  ifec,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMahon. 

Ko.  4.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  September  3, 1868. 
Sm :  Very  few  words  will  suffice  for  your  instruction  in  regani  to  the 
political  conduct  of  your  mission.    You  will  assure  the  President  of  Par- 
a^ay  of  the  sincere  and  cordial  firien4ship  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  for  the  government  and  people  of  Paraguay. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


670  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  United  States  recognizes  every  foreign  nation  with  which  it  has 
treaty  connections  as  sovereign,  and  as  such  having  a  right  to  make  or 
carry  on  war,  for  such  causes,  or  on  such  occasions,  as  it  may  deem  just 
and  proper. 

The  United  States  consequently  avoid  alliances  or  engagements  by 
which  they  might  become  parties  in  the  conflicts  of  other  nations.  They 
have  asserted  and  faithfully  maintained  neutrality  in  the  unhs^py^war 
which  has  so  long  existed  in  the  valley  of  the  La  Plata.  Neveitbelew 
the  United  States  regard  wars  between  the  several  states  of  this  conti- 
nent with  sincere  regret,  and  they  have,  therefore,  constantly  tendered 
their  good  offices  to  the  oelligerents  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  end 
of  hostilities  and  a  restoration  of  pe^ce  among  the  nations  of  South 
America. 

This  is  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  yoor 
predecessor,  and  they  will  be  found  sufficient  for  your  guidance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Martin  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr,  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  100.]  Buenos  Ayrbb,  September  2^^  1868. 

Sir  :  At  length  I  have  escaped  alive  from  Paraguay,  and  have  brought 
the  larger  part  of  my  family  with  me.  Two  members  of  my  legation, 
however.  Porter  C.  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman,  were  seized  by  the 
police  of  President  Lopez,  at  the  moment  of  their  starting  to  accom- 
pany me  to  the  steamer,  at  the  time  of  my  departure.  The  condition  of 
afiairs  in  Paraguay,  at  the  time  I  left,  was  horrible  beyond  descriptioD. 
All,  or  nearly  £dl,  of  the  foreigners  were  in  prison  and  heavily  fettered, 
and  I  bdlieve  if  the  steamer  that  came  to  take  me  away  had  been  a 
month  later,  I  should  have  shared  their  fate.  Lopez  pretended,  some 
three  or  four  months  ago,  to  have  discovered  some  sort  of  a  conspiracy, 
and  after  arresting  almost  all  the  foreigners,  demanded  of  me  thatl 
should  deliver  up  to  the  tribunals  those  who  had  sought  asylum  in  my 
house  at  the  time  the  Brazilian  fleet  went  to  Asuncion  in  February  last 
To  defend  these  men  and  save  them  from  the  clutches  of  Lopez,  I  had 
a  correspondence  with  the  government  long  enough  to  make  a  volume 
of  diplomatic  dispatches.  It  was  all  in  vain,  however.  They  all  had 
to  go ;  though  none,  except  Bliss  and  Masterman,  were  taken" by  force. 
HaS  not  the  Wasp  come  to  my  rescue,  I  have  no  doubt  I  also  should 
have  been  shot,  or  else  held  a  prisoner  and  subjected  to  torture.  Lopez 
pretended  to  believe  that  I,  too,  was  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  and  in 
his  last  letters  gives  what  he  says  are  the  declarations  of  his  two  broth- 
ers, his  ex-minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Don  Jos^  Berges  (the  same  who 
went  as  commissioner  to  the  United  States  in  1^9)  and  his  chief 
justice,  Seiior  Urdapilleta,  in  which  they  all  say  that  they  were  engaged 
in  a  great  conspiracy,  and  that  the  American  minister  was  at  the  head 
of  it,  and  used  his  •flicial  seal  to  cover  the  correspondence  between  the 
traitors  and  the  enemy.  Of  course,  when  he  included  such  declarations 
in  official  correspondence,  I  asked  for  my  passports,  but  I  did  not  reodve 
them  until  the  arrival  of  the  Wasp.  Even  then  I  was  not  able  to  get 
away  for  nearly  a  week,  and  until  I  was  on  board  the  Wasp,  I  had  gw)d 
reasons  to  apprehend  I  should  uSt  get  away  at  alL 
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Since  my  arrival  here  1  have  had  no  time  to  write  a  fall  or  succinct 
accouut  of  the  horrors  of  the  last  three  months.  For  can  I  send  you 
copies  of  my  correspondence  till  the  next  steamer.  I  send,  however, 
with  tliis  the  Buenos  Ayres  Standard,  containing  my  last  note  to  Lopez, 
written  after  I  was  on  board  the  Wasp,  and  also  a  letter  written  by  me 
to  the  English  minister  here,  after  my  arrival,  giving  him  an  account 
of  yie  situation  of  his  countrymen  and  of  all  foreigners  in  Paraguay. 
This  will  give  a«  good  an  idea  of  the  real  condition  there  as  anything  I 
could  write.  I  will,  however,  as  soon  as  I  i)os8ibly  can,  give  you  even  a 
more  full  and  detailed  statement  than  this.  But  since  my  arrival  here  I 
have  been  completely  run  down  by  people  who  have  come  to  inquire  of  me 
inregard  to  theirfriends  in  Paraguay.  I  regret  that  I  have  butone  answer 
for  them  all :  "  Lopez  has  killt^  your  friends,  or  holds  them  in  prison 
loaded  with  fetters."  I  fear,  too,  that  none  of  them  will  escape  with  their 
lives.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  of  those  whose  declarations  have  been 
published,  including  the  two  brothers  of  Loi)ez,  and  his  ex  minister  Jos^ 
Berges,  have  been  or  will  be  executed.  They  will  not  be  left  to  deny 
them,  or  to  give  an  account  of  the  tortures  by  which  they  were  extorted. 
I  am  confident  there  has  never  been  any  conspiracy,  for  I  do  not 
believe  that  under  the  system  of  espionage  that  exists  throughout  Para- 
guay, and  the  universal  distrust  that  everybody  has  for  everybody  else, 
there  are  three  men  in  the  country  so  foolhardy  as  to  engage  in  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Lopez,  however,  in  his  policy  of  extermination,  and 
of  leaving  no  one  to  testify  aganst  him,  has  declared  that  there  is,  and 
seems  to  imagine  that  confessions  extorted  by  torture  will  justify  him 
before  the  world  in  executing  those  who  have  made  them;  or  rather, 
those  whom  he  declares  to  have  made  them.  It  was  to  dispel  this  illo^ 
sion  that  I  sent  him  my  note  of  September  12,  when  on  board  the 
Wasp. 

My  letter  to  the  English  minister  was  first  published  in  the  Standard, 
and  has  been  translate  and  published  in  most  of  the  native  papers.  It 
has  caused  a  general  thrill  of  horror.  The  English,  French,  Italian,  and 
Portuguese  ministers  have  all  sent  gunboats  up  the  river,  in  hdpe  of  res- 
caing  their  unfortunate  coutrymen.  Neither  of  them,  however,  would 
have  been  allowed  to  pass  the  blockade  had  not  the  Wasp  done  so  pre- 
viously. Tlie  French  and  Italian  ministers  are  very  much  concerned 
about  their  consuls  there,  as  Lopez  has  taken  and  is  reported  to  have 
shot  the  Portugese  consul,  and  subjected  the  vice-consul  to  such  treat- 
ment that  he  died  under  it.  They  all  say  there  is  no  question  now  of 
national  dignity,  of  law  or  right;  all  these  considerations  are  to  be  sunk 
under  the  imperative  duty  of  rescuing  their  countrymen  from  the  grasp 
of  a  madman. 

In  regard  to  the  publication  of  this  correspondence,  I  wish  to  say  that 
Lopez  began  to  publish  it  in  his  Semanario  and  continued  it  till,  in  my 
note  of  the  11th  of  August,  I  showed,  by  citing  facts  and  dates,  the  entire 
falsity  of  the  declarations  said  to  have  been  made  by  Berges,  Carreras, 
and  others,  and  that  for  some  three  weeks  the  Semanario  did  not  appear 
again,  aud  that  when  finally  another  number  did  appear,  a  day  or  two 
before  iny  departure,  though  bearing  date  nearly  a  month  before,  no 
more  of  the  correspondence  was  published  nor  was  any  allusion  made  to 
it  Copies  of  the  Semanario  having  the  correspondence  as  far  as  pub- 
lished, however,  were  brought  below  without  my  knowledge  by  the 
Wasp,  and  besides  these  copies  4>f  the  last  notes  of  the  government  to 
me  were  somehow  smuggled  through  in  the  same  way  to  be  published 
here.  On  being  informed  of  this,  after  my  arrival,  I  considered  Jhat  it 
would  be  better  to  have  it  published  complete  than  to  have  only  such 
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parts  of  it  given  as  might  suit  the  purposes  of  President  Lopez.  I  have, 
therefore,  given  to  the  newspapers  here  those  notes  that  Lopez  seemed 
most  anxious  to  suppress,  and  believe  that  under  the  circumstances  my 
course  was  judicious  and  will  be  approved. 

Though  1  have  staid  the  last  year  in  Paraguay,  to  my  great  pecuuiary 
loss,  and  have  been  compelled  to  live  without  many  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  have  done  it  all  in  order  to  be  of  service  to  others,  nearly  all  of 
whom  were  of  different  nationalities  than  my  own,  I  find  on  arriving 
here  I  am  greeted  by  the  press  (with  the  exception  of  the  Standard) 
with  a  perfect  storm  of  obloquy. 

The  newspapers  publish  eagerly  all  my  correspondence,  and  give  my 
testimony  a«  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  "  triple  aSiance'^ 
and  a  vindication  of  the  conduct  of  the  war.  At  the  same  time  they  can- 
not conceal  their  vexation  that  Lopez  did  not  shoot  me.  Twice  I  had 
forced  their  blockade  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  nations  and  my 
rights  as  a  minister  of  a  nation  friendly  to  all  the  belligerents,  and  because 
I  had  done  that  they  supposed  I  was  a  great  friend  of  Lopez,  whereas  I 
have  always  regarded  him  as  the  worst  man,  and  his  as  the  worst  go?- 
ernment  in  the  world.  In  this  published  correspondence  there  also 
appear  some  expressions  not  at  all  complimentary  to  the  allies.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  world  is  of  my  opinion  that  throughout  this  war  they  have 
shown  a  degree  of  slowness  never  surpassed,  a»  if  it  were  their  purpose 
to  exterminate  the  Paraguayans  without  meeting  them  in  battle.  They 
have,  therefore,  regarded  me  with  great  disfavor  ever  since  I  returned 
to  Paraguay,  and  they  cannot  conceal  their  chagrin  that  Lopez  did  not 
make  a  climax  of  his  atrocities  by  killing  me.  This,  they  imagine,  would 
have  justified  the  "triple  alliance,"  and  established  the  courage  and  en- 
durance of  the  allies,  in  taking  a«  many  years  to  conquer  Paraguay  as 
they  ought  to  haye  been  months. 

But,  had  Lopez  made  me  a  prisoner,  and  shot  me  as  a  conspirator, 
they  know  that  the  contempt  they  have  brought  upion  themselves  by 
their  imbecility  would  be  diverted  Irom  them,  and  that  the  burden  of 
the  war  would  be  transferred  to  a  more  powerful  nation,  and  that  they 
would  be  relieved  from  further  responsibility  in  regard  to  its  furthei 
prosecution.  Their  vexation  and  annoyance,  therefore,  that  Lopez  did 
not  kill  me  is  extreme,  and  the  same  papers  that  quote  me  as  authority 
for  their  execration  of  Lopez  quote  his  tortured  witnesses  aa  evidence 
against  me. 

I  learn  that  a  new  minister  has  been  appointed  for  Paraguay,  and  it  is 
supposed  he  will  soon  be  here.  I  shall  not  feel  justified  in  leaving  this 
place  till  he  arrives,  and  I  can  fully  advise  him  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Paraguay.  I  take  it  for  granted  that,  if  he  comes,  he  will  not 
go  up  the  river  tifl  he  has  further  instructions  from  the  department 
Should  he  go  up  now,  or  a  month  hence,  he  would  probably  find  that 
Lopez  had  fled  to  the  Cordilleras ;  but  should  he  not  come  soon,  I  shall 
consider  that  I  ought  to  remain  here  till  I  can  consult  Mr.  Webb,  in  Rio, 
in  regard  to  the  case  of  those  two  members  of  my  legation,  Mr.  Bliss 
and  Mr.  Masterman,  who  were  taken  from  me  by  force  by  President 
Lopez.  I  cannot  abandon  them  as  long  as  there  Ls  a  possibility  of  saving 
them.  Truth  is,  I  fear  they  have  both  been  executed  before  this,  though 
I  know  that  nothing  exists  or  could  be  proved  against  them  were  the 
witnesses  outside  of  Paraguay.  Lopez,  however,  can  produce  declara- 
tions of  honorable  men  that  they  ha^  comnutted  every  imaginable 
crime,  including  sorcery,  treason,  arson,  flat  burglary,  and  trespass  on 
the  case. 
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I  was  unable  to  comply  with  your  instructions  to  leave  the  archives  of 
the  legation  with  some  responsible  American  citizen  in  Paraguay,  in 
whom  I  had  confidence.  Unfortunately  all  such  were  prisoners  at  the 
time  I  left.  I  theretbre  gave  them  in  charge  of  the  Italian  consul  there, 
Mr.  Lorenzo  Chapperson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBUBN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Waahhum  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  101.]  Buenos  Ayres,  October  5,  1868. 

Sir:  With  this  I  send  you  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  I  had  with 
the  government  of  Paraguay  subsequent  to  my  dispateh  of  January  17, 
1868,  which  appears  to  h^  the  latest  that  President  Lopez  allowed  to  pass 
through  the  military  lines.  Other  dispatches  that  I  sent  in  the  month 
of  April  I  now  learn  never  reached  this  city,  and  I  therefore  send  dupli- 
cates of  them.  In  these  dispatches,  Nos.  97, 98,  and  99, 1  gave  full  accounts 
of  the  events  that  had  transpired  in  Paraguay  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  the  allied  squadron  above  Humaita,  and  the  evacuation  of  Asuncion. 
But  as  I  was  obliged  to  intrust  them  to  the  hands  of  hojyez  to  be  for- 
warded, I  felt  it  necessary  to  be  very  guarded  in  my  language,  as  I 
suspected  they  would  be  opened  and  detained  by  him,  and  if  they  con- 
tained anything  unfavorable  to  him  or  his  cause,  that  all  to  whom  I  had 
given  shelter  and  protection  would  be  exposed  to  his  implacable  ven- 
geance, and  my  own  situation  rendered  as  disagreeable  as  possible.  I 
nevertheless  repeated  my  request  to  be  recalled,  and  gave  a  full  aecount 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  evacuation,  and  stated  my  reasons  why  I 
wished  to  get  away.  Matters  had  been  goiug  on  from  bad  to  worse,  till 
even  at  that  time  a  reign  of  terror  existed,  such  as  had  never  been  known 
in  the  worst  days  of  France.  I  had  thought  it  my  duty  to  stay  as  long 
as  I  could  be  of  any  service  in  giving  aid  or  protection  to  foreigners,  or 
even  to  Paraguayans,  who  might  seek  the  shelter  of  my  flag  at  the  last 
extremity.  It  was  evident  to  me  by  that  time,  however,  that  though  by 
remaining  I  might  give  a  sense  of  security,  the  reality  I  could  not  give; 
and  thskt  if  Lopez  were  forced  to  retire  into  the  interior,  he  would  leave 
no  one  in  his  rear,  not  even  me  nor  any  one  belonging  to  the  legation. 

These  dispatches,  with  private  letters,  undoubtedly  were  opened  and 
read  by  Lopez,  and  he  learned  from  them  that  I  wa«  tired,  sick,  and  dis- 
gusted with  him  and  his  government;  for  soon  after  sending  them,  when 
I  went  to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters  on  the  arrival  of  the  Wasp  at 
Cnrupaiti,  to  see  if  I  could  not  make  some  arrangements  so  that  she 
would  come  above  the  blockading  squadron,  I  found  him  morose  and 
churlish.  Previously  he  had  always  evinced  a  disposition  to  keep  on 
amicable  terms,  and  his  changed  manner  I  ascribed  partly  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  losing  ground  in  the  war,  and  partly  to  the  circumstance 
that  I  had  given  asylum  to  so  many  persons  in  my  legation.  I  was  pre- 
Aioosly  well  aware  that  it  was  gall  and  wormwood  to  him  to  have  it  sup- 
posed *^that  there  was  one  house,  #r  one  person  even,  in  Paraguay,  over 
which  he  could  not  exercise  his  absolute  power ;  and  before  I  left  him  to 
return  to  Asuncion  be  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  persons  whom  I 
had  admitted  into  my  house  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  there. 
43  D  c— VOL.  u 
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I  then  saw  clearly  that  there  were  "  breakers  ahead,'^  and  the  first  thing 
for  me  to  consider  was  how  I  should  get  my  wife  and  child  out  of  the 
country  without  abandoning  those  who  had  sought  refuge  with  me,  or 
the  larger  number  who  had  looked  to  me  as  their  last  and  only  hope. 
I  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  I  had  asked  my  passports  at  that  time  and 
requested  Lopez  to  send  a  steamer  to  convey  me  under  flag  of  truce  to 
Curupaiti,  he  would  not  have  done  so.  He  would  probably  have  said 
that  there  were  so  many  torpedoes  and  other  obstiicles  in  the  river  that 
he  would  not  venture  one  of  his  steamers  to  pass  them,  and  there  was  no 
other  way  by  which  I  could  get  aboard  the  Wasp.  My  only  hope,  there- 
lore,  of  getting  my  family  away  was  that  the  Wasp  would  pass  above 
the  blockade,  and  if  I  could  once  get  them  out  of  danger,  I  was  disposed 
to  remain  to  give  iirotection,  or  at  least  a  sense  and  feeling  of  protec- 
tion, to  the  foreigners.  At  such  a  fearful  crisis  I  thought  it  would  ap- 
pear cowardl}'  and  selfish  for  me  to  go  away  leaving  hundreds  or  thou- 
sands who  believed  that  my  presence  in  the  country  was  a  guarantee  of 
their  safety.  But  at  that  time  1  had  not  the  most  remote  idea  of  the 
absurd  and  preposterous  charges  that  were  soon  to  be  made,  not  only 
against  those  whom  I  had  protected,  but  against  myself. 

The  Wasp,  however,  was  not  allowed  by  the  Brazilians  to  go  ahove 
the  squadron  at  that  time,  aqd  her  commander,  after  waiting  for  nearly 
two  months  and  finding  that  he  could  do  nothing  to  relieve  me  without 
going  higher  up  the  river,  returned  for  further  instructions.  I  then  sup- 
posed he  would  soon  return  with  orders  to  force  the  blockade  if  neces- 
sary to  eftect  a  passage.  Events,  howev^er,  were  occurring  about  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  Wasp  that  led  me  to  supi)ose  Lopez  had 
become  distrustful  of  everybody.  Gradually  I  found  that  the  most  oi 
those  foreigners  who  had  looked  to  me  for  safety  were  one  after  the  other 
arrested  and  taken  in  irons  to  headquarters.  What  their  offense  was 
no  one  in  my  house  could  imagine.  Then  came  the  succession  of  events 
•  as  related  in  my  letter  to  the  English  minister  on  my  return  to  Bnenos 
Ayres,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  with  this. 

The  several  foreign  ministers  here  are  greatly  exercised  concerning 
the  course  they  ought  to  pursue.    They  have  all  asked  my  opinion,  and 
I  have  told  them  that  Lopez  was  amenable  to  no  principle  or  sentiment 
but  fear;  that  his  reiterated  vaunt  that  he  would  fight  to  the  last  man 
and  last  dollar,  and  fall  on  the  field  of  battle  when  all  was  lost,  was  but 
the  whistling  of  the  boy  passing  through  the  graveyard;  that  he  would 
save  his  own  detested  person  at  last  if  possible,  and  carry  with  him  aD 
the  money  and  jewels  that  he  could  rob  from  their  rightful  owners;  that 
with  all  his  apparent  recklessness,  such  was  his  ultimate  intention ;  that 
he  would  sacrifice  everybody  so  far  as  possible,  and  yet  leave  a  safe 
retreat  for  himself;  that  he  was  infatuated  with  the  idea  he  could  seize 
any  foreigner  and  confiscate  his  property  and  then  publish  what  would 
purport  to  be  his  confession  or  "declaration,"  confessing  himself  to  be  a 
conspirator  or  plunderer  of  the  treasury,  or  both,  and  that  this  would  be 
received  as  ample  justification  for  shooting  him  and  taking  his  property: 
that  to  leave  no  intelligent  witnesses  to  testify  against  him  he  would 
take  care  to  butcher  all  intelligent  people,  Paraguayans  and  foi^igners 
alike,  relying  on  the  "  declarations''  he  had  caused  to  be  promulgated 
as  theirs  as  his  own  justification.    In  conclusion,  I  have  added  that 
being  thus  convinced  of  his  intentions,  and  knowing  so  well  his  charac- 
ter, the  only  means  that  the  foreign  ministers  had  of  giving  security  to 
their  countrymen  in  Paraguay  was  to  awaken  the  fears  of  the  despot  who 
held  them  in  his  power,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  efficient  way 
to  do  this  was  for  them  all  to  unite  in  a  joint  note  to  Lopez  and  warn 
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him  that  he  would  be  held  responsible  by  their  respective  governments 
for  the  live^  and  good  treatment  of  all  their  fellow-countrymen. 

The  course  I  have  suggested,  however,  has  not  been  adopted.  The 
ministers  fear  to  do  so  lest  it  may  provoke  Lopez  to  an  indiscriminate 
massacre  of  all  foreigners.  They  feel  that  they  are  treating  with  a  mad- 
man, and  doubt  whether  his  personal  cowardice  gives  such  "  method  to 
his  madness"  as  would  make  him  consult  his  own  safety.  Instead  of  the 
coarse  thus  suggested  by  me,  they  have  sent  the  gunboats  of  their  respec- 
tive nations  to  pass  through  the  squadron,  each  one  to  forward  a  mes- 
8s^  to  Lopez  requesting  him  to  send  on  board  the  citizens  of  their 
repective  nationalities. 

No  good,  in  my  opinion,  can  result  in  such  half-way  measures.  Lopez 
is  80  absolute  that  in  reply  to  the  demand  for  the  delivery  of  the  sub- 
jects of  any  foreign  government,  he  could  send  a  letter  with  the  veritable 
fiignatare  of  every  foreigner  living  in  the  country — for  if  he  could  not 
get  their  signatures  they  would  live  no  longer — saying  that  they  did 
not  \*i8h  to  leave  Paraguay ;  that  they  were  so  well  treated  by  the  great 
Lopez,  and  were* so  grateful  to  him  for  his  care  and  protection  of  them, 
ihaX  they  never  would  leave  him.  And  yet,  of  these  very  people  who 
would,  to  save  or  rather  prolong  their  lives,  sign  such  a  paper,  there  is 
not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  one  out  of  a  hundred  that 
would  not  give  everything  he  has  got  in  the  world,  except  life,  to  escape 
from  Lopez's  power. 

80  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  not  a  person  outside  Paraguay  who  be- 
lieves that  there  has  ever  been  any  conspiracy  at  all ;  that  the  pretense 
that  there  has  been  is  only  to  give  Lopez  an  excuse  for  killing  off  all 
foreigners  and  such  Paraguaj^ans  as  have  money  enough  to  tempt  his 
cupidity.  Previous  to  my  arrival  here,  there  were  many  in  favor  of 
breaking  up  the  "triple  alliance,"  and  making  peace  with  Lopez.  But 
now,  since  it  is  known  how  he  has  treated  all  foreigners,  not  excepting 
even  the  members  of  the  United  States  legation,  the  universal  sentiment' 
is  that  he  must  be  destroyed — that  he  is  a  common  enemy  of  mankind. 

In  my  last  dispatch.  No.  100, 1  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  newspapers 
here  appeared  to  be  indignant  that  I  had  got  away  from  the  grasp  of 
Lopez.  The  correspondence  had  not  then  been  all  published,  and  at  the 
time  of  their  unfavorable  comments  they  evidently  supposed  that,  by 
remaining,  I  could  have  continued  to  give  protection  to  more  or  less 
peo))le.  The  la«t  long  letter  to  me  from  Lopez's  last  foreign  minister, 
Luis  Caminos,  has  completely  dispelled  this  impression,  and  if  they  show 
no  affection  for  me,  they  are  constrained  to  language  respectful  and  de- 
cent. I  inclose  a  slip  from  the  Standard  of  the  30th  of  September,  which 
is  a  sharp  rebuke  of  the  temper  they  at  first  manifested. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLE8  A.  WASHBURN. 

Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wdshingtotij  D.  0. 


[From  the  Baenos  Ayres  Standard,  September  30,  1968.1 

MR  WASHBLTIN,  THE  UNITED  STATES  MINISTER. 

To  the  EdUari  of  the  Standard  ; 

Gkntuemkn  :  Like  all  others,  I  have  been  greatly  horrified  at  hearing  the  accoAntu 
given  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Washburn  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Paraguay.  But  my  horror 
at  the  bmtality  of  Lopez  does  not  equal  ray  disgust  at  the  ti'eatment  Mr.  Washburn 
has  received  at  the  hands  of  the  native  papers.    Mr.  Washburn,  it  is  weU  known,  re- 
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mainerl  in  Paraguay  for  a  long  time,  for  no  other  piiritose  than  to  give  aid  and  protec- 
tion to  foreigners.  He  staid  there  until  such  charges  were  brought  against  him  by 
Lopez  that  he  could  not  with  self-re-spect  hold  any  more  official  corre8jH>ndc'nc€  vith 
that  government.  He  then  demanded  his  passporto.  He  did  not  receive  them,  how- 
ever, until  the  arrival  of  the  Wasp,  and  it  is  evident  that  up  to  that  time  it  was  the 
intention  of  Lopez  to  keep  the  American  minister  a  prisoner  in  Paraguay ;  so  he  told 
Captain  Kirkland.  It  is  also  evident  that  had  he  committed  any  act  of  violeuce 
towards  Mr.  Washburn  he  would  have  committed  the  last,  and  after  he  had  tortured 
him  to  death  he  would  have  published  such  declarations  as  coming  from  him  as  suited 
his  purpose.  No  wonder  Mr.  Washburn  did  not  wish  to  partake  of  that  banquet  which 
Loi)ez  had  prepared  for  him. 

Having  incurred  the  implacable  wrath  of  Lopez,  it  was  useless  for  him  to  remain  any 
longer  in  Paraguay.  He  could  pve  protection  or  aid  to  nobody.  As  he  justly  says  io 
his  parting  note  to  Lopez,  the  seizure  of  Bliss  and  Masterman  in  the  street  was  as  clear 
a  violation  of  his  rights  as  a  minister  as  if  they  had  been  taken  from  his  house  by  force. 

No,  Mr.  Editor,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Waahbum  throughout  this  whole  fearful  time 
was  humane,  generous  and  self-sacrificing,  and  the  abuse  that  he  is  now  receiviag  is  for 
other  reasons  than  those  alleged.  In  the  correspondence  lately  publisheil,  ^r.  Wa«h- 
bum  has  made  very  severe  and  sarcastic  remarks  in  regard  to  tlie  way  the  allicB  have 
conducted  the  war.  But  he  is  not  alone  in  that ;  has  iiot  Lopez  got  the  sympathy  of 
at  least  half  the  world,  not  from  any  merit  of  his  own,  but  by  reaaou  of  the  procmBtW 
tioii  of  the  allies  f  These  comments  of  Mr.  Washburn  your  contemporaries  know  to  \w 
just  and  deserved,  and  they  feel  them  strongly,  and  they  revenge  themselves  by  throw- 
ing dirty  water  at  the  only  man  who  has  ever  told  the  whole  truth  both  about  Lopei 
and  the  allies. 

There  is  another  reason  why  the  American  minister  is  assailed.    It  is  known  he  gave 

great  offense  two  vears  ago  by  forcing  the  blocka<le  to  get  into  the  country-  after  the 
razilians  had  told  him  plainly  he  never  should  pass,  and  now  he  has  forced  it  again  to 
get  out  of  it,  notwithstanding  the  defiant  language  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias.  They 
feel  humiliated  at  the  arrogance  of  this  Yankee,  and  are  greatly  chagrined  that  Lopez 
did  not  make  him  a  prisoner  and  shoot  him.  That  woiild  have  brought  the  Uiiited 
States  into  the  conflict,  and  would  have  promised  an  end  to  the  war.  Their  anger  at 
Lopez  is  not  so  much  because  he  puts  others  in  prison  and  shoots  them  as  that  ne  did 
not  do  the  same  to  Mr.  Washburn.  This,  they  imagine,  would  have  called  off  the 
attention  of  the  worhl  from  the  slow  progress  ot  the  war,  and  would  have  proved  the 
wisdom  of  the  "triple  iUliance."  The  burden,  then,  of  making  an  end  of  Lopez  would 
have  fallen  on  the  United  States.  But  Mr.  Washburn  got  awav  alive,  and  in  th»'ir 
anger  at  him  for  doing  so  they  show  a  sanguinary  spirit  worthy  of  the  Gaucho.  "  Bi»f 
'%ll€B  UuTunKe." 

LEX  TAUOM& 


[From  the  BuenoR  Ayres  Standard,  October  11,  1968.1 
A  WORD  FOR  MR.  WASHBURN. 

Gentlemen  :  It  surely  needs  but  a  slight  examination  of  the  correspondence  which 
is,  thanks  to  your  efibrts,  now  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  to  see  how  innoceot 
Mr.  Washburn  is  of  all  the  ridiculous  charges  brought  against  him,  whether  by  thr 
outwitted  Lopez,  or  by  the  partial  native  press ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  for  any  one  U* 
lay  down  that  "  lucky  volume  of  letters  "  without  freely  confessing  the  United  State^ 
representative  is  one,"in  all  respects,  worthy  of  the  trust  confided  m  him  by  the  great 
rejmblic. 

His  position  was  a  most  difficult  one ;  he  had  to  please  Loi>ez,  and.  as  it  seems,  thi» 
republic  as  well ;  nevertheless,  he  has  succeeded  in  steering  as  straight  and  hononbit- 
a  coui-se  as  was,  under  the  circumstance*,  possible.  It  is  urge<l  his  praise  of  the  Para- 
guayans (see  letter  of  July  14)  was  hypocritical,  and  that  he,  in  thus  writing,  was  afraid 
to  speak  what  he  really  thought.  Biit  is  this  really  so  t  were  thi^se  sentiments  not  hi* 
real  ones?  We  find  (see  letter  of  August  11)  that  he  wrote  in  the  same  strain  to  hi> 
government.  Surely,  then,  he  was  not  afraid,  but  spoke  what  he  felt ;  and,  indettL 
who  is  tliere  that  can  deny  the  Paraguayans  have  fought  well,  nobly,  and  most  Ubivrl}  * 
Thus,  remembering  he  wrote  the  same  to  Benitez  on  this  matter  as  he  did  to  Wadiing- 
ton,  the  charge  of  hypocrisy,  of  acting  dishonorably,  must  fall  to  the  ground ;  and  wen- 
this  fact  not  so,  still,  when  so  many  lives  depended  on  his  actions,  so  to  speak,  sunl.^ 
this  praise  would  not  only  have  been  excusable,  but  altogether  profitable.  But,  i*"  >t 
this  which  ruffles  the  spirit  of  the  native  press,  or  the  comments  on  Mitre^  Elizsilde, 
Caxias,  Tamandare,  and  a  reference  to  the  Shamokin  ?  (in  letter  of  August  11.)  Per- 
haps partiality  and  party  bitteniess  combined  with  this  is  the  cause  why  all  the  natii  i 
papers  are  angry  with  the  United  States  minister.    One  thing,  however, is  certain:  did 
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the  imtive  press  only  look  at  the  state  of  things  with  an  impartial  eye,  it  wonld  be 
forced  to  confess  Mr.  Washbum^s  conduct  is  far  from  all  blame.  His  conduct  has  been 
that  of  a  gentleman,  a  diplomatist,  and  of  a  man  not  deaf  to  the  cry  for  help  and  pro- 
t€<4ion.  When  we  consider  the  insults  at  first  freely  hinted,  and  then  thickly  showered 
upon  his  shoulders  by  the  Paraguayan  government — and  may  it  not  be  said  indirectly 
upon  the  United  States  asweUf-^ne  must  admire  his  calm,  courteous,  and  gentle- 
manly answers.  A  comparison  of  Benitez's  letters  from  July  23,  abounding  in  insults, 
hints  of  treachery,  and  dishonor  of  the  United  States  minister,  and  Mr.  Washburn's 
repUea,  'will  show  a  ditference  none  the  less  marked  than  to  the  latter's  credit. 

Mr.  Washburn  has  done  well  in  placing  this  correspondence  in  the  bauds  of  the  pub- 
he,  and  so  long  as  that  public  gives  an  impartial  verdict,  his  conduct  cannot  fail  to  be 
approved. 

It  would  be  well  did  some  writers  and  thinkers  place  themselves  in  Mr.  Washburn's 
position  if  they  would  consider  how  he  was  placed ;  any  fool  can  keep  his  head  above 
water  in  a  calm,  but  it  is  the  rough  sea  which  proves  what  a  man  is  really  made  of, 
and  the  difficult  position  in  which  ne  was  placed,  and  out  of  which  he  has  sallied  vic- 
torious, does  credit  to  him  and  to  his  government.  Let  all  remember  the  United  States 
minister  was  the  only  one  who  dared  to  stick  to  his  post,  and  not  blame  him  for  not 
causing  perhaps  the  massacre  of  all  the  foreigners  in  Paraguay  by  an  open  resistance 
to  Lopez  at  first ;  which  course  would  not  have  done,  could  not  have  done  any  good, 
bnt  might  have  caused  much  harm.  •  Had  Mr.  Washburn  been  supported  by  a  fleet  of 
United  States  iron-oiads  he  might  have  defied  Loi>e2,  but  as  it  was  with  no  protection 
but  what  Lopez  for  the  moment  chose  to  give,  the  case  was  altered. 

By  a  cautious,  honorable,  and  skilful  diplomacy  he  effected  as  much  as  a  man  situated 
as  he  was  could  do.  Surely  he  may  not  be  blamed  for  not  doing  more  than  was  possible. 
He  is  blamed  by  some  for  giving  up  his  guests,  but  what  good  could  have  resulted  from 
a  refusal  to  comply  f  He  would  have  to  leave  Paraguay  sooner  or  later,  and  then  could 
no  longer  protect  them  under  the  sacretl  folds  of  tiie  American  flag.  Besides  which, 
did  he  give  them  up  f  Rather  the  reverse ;  he  counselled  more  than  one  not  to  leave, 
and  left  it  to  the  choice  of  all  to  go  or  stay ;  they  chose  to  leave ;  by  what  right  could 
ke  make  them  remain  f 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Washburn,  all  should  either  read  this  correspondence  carefully  or 
else  keep  their  verdict  to  themselves.  No  man  tas  the  right  to  judge  unless  he  judges 
after  an  impartial,  careful,  and  complete  hearing  of  the  evidence  for  and  against. 

Apologizing  for  the  length  of  this,  which  may  perha}>s  find  some  unoccupied  column, 
I  am,  &^., 

TRABUCO. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

N(K  102.]  Buenos  Aybes,  October  13, 1868. 

8iB:  •••••♦♦♦ 

I  intend  to  start  for  Rio,  and  thence  for  the  United  States,  by  the  first 
steamer  that  leaves  for  the  former  plaee.  Mr.  Webb  writes  me  tliat 
Admiral  Davis  is  not  disposed  to  take  any  action  for  the  rescne  of  those 
two  meml)ers  of  the  United  States  legation  at  Asuncion,  Mr.  Bliss  and 
Mr.  Mastermanj  who  were  forcibly  seized  by  the  government  of  Para- 
goay  as  they  starteti  to  accompany  me  to  the  steamer  at  the  time  of  my 
departure.  Such  being  the  case,  I  shall  not  delay  here  a  day  longer 
than  I  can  avoid. 

Since  I  left  Paraguay,  there  appears  to  have  been  little  done  to 
change  the  situation. 

There  was  a  report  several  days  ago  that  Lopez  had  shot  his  brother 
and  sister,  and  his  bi»hop.  It  was  not  generally  credited,  however, 
until  to-day,  when  I  hear  that  information  of  an  authentic  character 
has  been  received  that  he  has  shot  his  two  brothers,  Venancio  and 
Benito,  and  his  sister,  the  widow  of  General  Barrios,  who  died  some 
five  or  six  weeks  ago  of  wounds  inflicted  on  himself  in  an  attempt  at 
suicide.    The  bishop  is  also  said  to  have  been  shot. 
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If  this  be  true,  and  I  fear  it  is,  there  seems  to  be  little  prospect  for 
any  of  those  to  escape  who  took  refuge  in  the  United  States  legation. 
The  most  remarkable  thing  in  the  whole  dreadful  tragedy  is  that  I  got 
away  alive.    I  fear  there  will  not  be  another  such  exception. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  0. 


Mr,  McMahon  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.J  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 

October  26, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  aiTived  at  this  port  on  the 
20th  instant,  and  on  the  21st,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  submitted 
your  dispatch  of  the  2d  September  hist,  numbered  3,  to  Rear- Admiral 
Charles  H.  Davis,  commanding  the  United  States  squadron  on  this  sta- 
tion, on  board  the  flag-ship  Guerriere;  and  on  the  day  following  to  Hon. 
James  Watson  Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentian* 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Brazil,  at  his  residence  at  Boa  Yiagem. 

Mr.  Webb  informed  me  that  he  personally  knew  that  no  objection 
vrould  be  made  upon  the  part  of  the  government  of  Brazil  to  my  pass- 
ing through  the  blockading  lines  on  the  tributaries  of  the  La  Phita,  and 
at  my  instance  promised  to  communicate  to  me  on  the  following  day 
official  assurance  to  that  effect. 

This  communication  I  have  not  yet  received,  and  I  fear  it  may  not  now 
reach  me  in  time  to  inclose  a  copy  with  this  dispateh. 

The  admiral  informed  me  that  in  consequence  of  the  insult  offered  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  forcible  seizure  and  deten- 
tion of  two  members  of  the  United  States  legation  at  Asuncion  by  order 
of  President  Lopez,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  proceed  with  his  entire 
squadron  to  the  La  Plata,  and  ascend  the  river  with  such  of  the  vessels 
as  are  suited  to  that  service,  for  the  purjwse  of  exacting  such  reparation 
from  tJie  government  of  Paraguay  as  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  require.  He  requeste<i  me  also  to 
accompany  him  on  the  flag-ship,  and  offered  to  transfer  his  flag  in  the  La 
Plata  to  one  of  the  smaller  vessels,  and  proceed  with  me  to  the  head- 
quarters of  President  Lopez  at  Villeta,  to  take  such. action  as  we  would 
mutually  decide  upon,  in  anticipation  of  instructions  from  Wasliiugton. 

The  seizure  of  the  two  members  of  the  United  States  legation  at  Asmi 
cion,  one  of  whom,  Porter  C.  Bliss,  is  an  American  citizen,  the  other, 
George  Maaterman,  a  British  subject,  has  been,  I  am  informed,  fullv 
communicated  to  the  government' by  Mr.  Webb,  and  also  by  my  prede 
cessor,  Mr.  Washburn. 

It  was  also  published  by  Mr.  Washburn,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  to  the  Hon.'William  Stuart,  her  Britannic  M^je«ty-8  min 
ister  plenipotentiary  at  Buenos  Ayre«,  containing  a  detailed  account  of 
the  unfortunate  occurrences  in  Paraguay  that  preceded  Mr.  Washbnru^s 
departure. 

A  printed  copy  of  this  letter,  I  am  informed  by  ^r.  Webb,  will  acct>m- 
pany  his  communication  to  me  on  the  subject  of  Paraguayan  affairs,  and 
will  be  transmitted  with  this,  if  received  in  time. 
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The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Washburn  and  the  government  of 
Paraguay  which  preceded  his  departure  from  that  country- 1  have  read 
with  as  much  care  as  its  great  length  and  the  little  time  allowed  me 
would  permit.  All  that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  the  privilege  of 
asylum  at  the  house  of  the  minister,  the  right  of  the  government  to 
^blish  the  proper  place  for  diplomatic  residence,  the  attempt  to  im- 
plicate Mr.  Washburn  in  a  conspiracy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment, I  believe  it  is  no  part  of  my  official  duty,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  consider. 

It  appears  that  the  government  of  Paraguay  demanded  of  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  the  dismissal  from  the  legation  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and 
Mastennan,  members  of  the  legation,  reported  as  such  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  some  time  previous  to  the  demand  for  their  delivery.  Mr. 
Washburn  declined  to  comply  with  this  demand.  The  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  insisted,  denying  that  the  individuals  named  were  members 
of  the  United  States  legation,  and  alleging  that  they  had  been  indicted 
for  treason  and  conspiracy  before  the  judicial  tribunal,  and  that  evidence 
to  Hustain  the  charges  was  in  the  possession  of  the  government.  I  would 
call  attention  here  to  the  fact  that  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  corre- 
spondence the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  alleged  that  similar  evidence 
against  the  minister  of  the  United  States  was  on  record  in  the  tribunal 
of  justice,  and  produced  certain  depositions  alleged  to  have  been  made 
by  members  of  the  conspiracy  then  awaiting  trial  or  already  convicted. 
A  peremptory  demand  was  also  made  upon  Mr.  Wavshburn  for  the  sur- 
render of  a  package  of  papers  alleged  to  have  been  intrusted  to  him  by 
one  of  the  traitors.  He  denied  in  positive  and  explicit  terms  that  such 
a  pa^'kage  had  been  delivered  to  him,  whereupon  the  demand  of  the 
Paraguayan  government  was  discourteously  repeated.  After  a  corre- 
Kpondence  of  great  length,  much  embarrassed  by  the  painful  and  ingen- 
ious attempt  to  connect  the  minister  of  the  United  States  with  the  con- 
fi^nracy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  government,  Mf.  Washburn  fiimlly 
receives  his  passport,  in  accordance  with  his  repeated  request,  and  is 
notified  that  a  steamer  is  in  readiness  to  convey  him  to  Villeta,  where 
the  United  States  steamer  Wasp  awaits  him.  The  government  refuses 
passports  for  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Mastennan,  and  arrests  them  in  the 
street,  while  on  their  way  to  the  steamer  in  company  with  the  minister 
and  his  family.  Mr.  Washburn,  after  addressing  a  letter  to  President 
Lopez,  solemnly  protesting  against  the  arrest  and  detention  of  njembers 
of  his  legation  and  other  acts  done  in  Paraguay,  proceeded  to  Buenos 
A3nres,  where  he  still  remains. 

These  events  have  naturally  produced  great  excitement  in  South 
America,  and  there  exists,  of  course,  much  speculation,  with  some  diver- 
sity of  opinion  as  to  the  course  of  action  proper  to  be  taken  in  anticipa- 
tion of  instructions  from  the  govenimeut  at  Washington.  Mr.  Webb,  our 
minister  at  the  court  of  Brazil,  has  frankly  and  with  charaeteristic  kind- 
ness expressed  to  me  his  views  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  followed, 
and  has  informed  me  that  in  the  communication  which  I  am  now  hourly 
expecting  to  receive  from  him  he  will  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  Paraguayan 
mission,  and  inform  me  at  length  of  his  opinions.  I  thanked  him  for  the 
kind  interest  he  manifested  in  a  subject  of  some  embarrassment  to  me, 
and  will  give  to  his  letter  of  advice  such  careful  and  respectful  considera- 
tion as  his  high  character  and  great  experience  deserve  for  it.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  confident  the  department  will  not  expect  of  me  that  I 
will  permit  myself  to  be  deterred  by  the  high  consideration  and  resi>ect 
entertained  for  Mr.  Webb  from  proceeding  at  once  with  the  admiral  ta 
the  nearest  proper  point  of  approach  to  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  for  the 
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purpose  of  promptly  advising  the  Secretary  of  events  as  they  occur.  I 
make  this  remark  because,  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Webb,  he  informed 
me  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  1  ought  not  under  any  circumstances  to 
proceed  beyond  Buenos  Ayres;  that  the  United  States  are  now  in  a 
state  of  war  with  Paraguay ;  that  my  instructions  are  therefore  abro- 
gated ;  that,  having  no  power  to  make  peace,  I  would  compromise  the 
dignity  of  the  government  by  approa<!hing  Paraguayan  territory.  From 
these  views  I  am  compelled  to  dissent.  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  inform 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  all  that  occurs  in  Paraguay,  and  this  duty  I 
can  perlbrm  properly  only  by  proceeding  up  the  Parana  Eiver  with  the 
squadron. 

I  have  officially  acquainted  the  admiral  with  the  state  of  affairs  as 
already  communicated  to  the  department,  and  informed  him  that,  in  the 
absence  of  instructions  from  Washington,  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
government  of  Paraguay  will  not  be  resumed  until  the  two  members  of 
the  legation,  now  held  by  President  Lopez,  are  released,  and  such  repa- 
ration made  as  may  seem  proper  in  view  of  the  serious  character  of  the 
offense  committed  against  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United  States 

The  admiral  has  announced  his  intention  of  proceeding  on  the  infor- 
mation communicated  to  him,  promptly,  and  with  all  necessary  firmuess. 
He  has  requesteil  that  I  will  accompany  him  to  Villeta,  to  the  end  that 
we  may  consult  upon  ulterior  action,  should  the  demand  for  the  rendi- 
tion of  Bliss  and  Masterman  be  denied  by  the  Paraguayan  government 
We  will  accordingly  sail  to-morrow  for  Montevideo  with  the  entire  squad- 
ron, and  thence  with  such  of  the  vessels  as  are  adapted  to  river  service 
up  the  Parana. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  information  in  regard  to  affairs  in  Para- 
guay to  be  obtained  in  Brazil  is  usually  of  the  most  unreliable  kind. 
What  is  asserted  to-day  most  positively  is  contradicted  to-morrow  un^ 
quivocally.  In  regard  to  the  unfortunate  circumstances  now  clauning 
attention,  Captain  Kirkland,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Wasp,  an 
officer  whose  course  in  Paraguay  displayed  great  discretion,  writes  unof- 
ficially to  Admiral  Davis  that  it  is  important  that  our  government  should 
thoroughly  investigate  the  subject  before  taking  decisive  action;  that 
such  an  investigation  may  reveal  important  facts  not  yet  made  public; 
that  President  Lopez  expressed  to  him  great  anxiety  to  preserve  friendly 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  solicited  his  mediation  with  Mr. 
Washburn,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  a  more  amicable  state  of  feeUng 
between  the  government  of  Paraguay  and  the  representative  of  the 
Un  i ted  States.  It  appears  also  that  the  statements  i>ositively  and  repeat- 
edly made  in  this  city  that  the  Portuguese  consul,  Mr.  Leite  Peieira^a 
former  refugee  at  the  house  of  the  United  States  minister  at  Asuncion, 
had  been  executed  by  President  Lopez,  are  incorrect  The  French  con- 
sul, also  reported  as  put  to  death,  is  not  only  alive  but  has  left  Paraguav 
on  a  French  man-of-war,  and  rei>orts  by  the  admiral  of  the  French  fleet 
on  this  station  that  he  was  at  no  time  during  his  stay  in  Paraguay  dis- 
quieted on  account  of  his  personal  safety.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  am 
led  to  indulge  the  hope  that  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman  have  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  the  Paraguayan  authorities  no  personal  discomfort  other 
than  their  forced  detention,  and  that  they  will  soon  be  restored  to  the 
protection  of  the  national  flag. 

I  have  endeavored  in  this  dispatch  to  touch  but  briefly  on  those  mat- 
ters which  have  alread^^  been  made  known  to  you  in  full,  as  I  am  informed, 
and  to  communicate  such  other  circumstances  as  may  help  to  afford  yoa 
a  full  undei'standing  of  the  existing  state  pf  aflairs.  ' 

The  communication  I  had  expected  to  receive  from  Mr.  Webb,  con- 
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veying  the  assurance  that  the  government  of  Brazil  will  interpose  no 

obstacle  to  ray  passage  through  their  lines,  has  not  yet  reached  me. 

#  •  •  •  •      •        •  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  McMahon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  7.1  Rio  de  Janeibo,  Brazil, 

October  27,  1868. 

Sir:  Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  mail  yesterday  containing  my 
dispatch  of  the  26th  instant,  numbered  6,  I  received  from  Hon.  James 
Watson  Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near 
the  court  of  Brazil,  a  communication  in  relation  to  the  afi'airs  of  the 
Paraguayan  mission,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  A. 

I  had  exi>ex;ted  that  this  communication  would  contain  an  assurance 
that  the  government  of  Brazil  would  oppose  no  military  obstacles  to  my 
passage  up  the  river  an  assurance  which  I  was  directed  in  your  dispatch 
of  September  last,  numbered  3,  to  obtain. 

I  find  in  General  Webb's  communication  np  mention  of  this  subject. 
I  have  written  to  him  in  reply,  calling  his  attention  to  the  omission,  and . 
adding  that  if  it  suits  his  view  of  duty  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
from  him  the  information  I  desire  in  an  official  note  before  the  sailing  of 
the  Guerriere.    I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  reply,  marked  B. 

U\H>n  the  subjects  which  are  discussed  in  General  Webb's  communi- 
cation I  have  no  comment  to  make  further  than  to  remark  that  he  did 
not,  it  appears,  correctly  understand  my  intention  and  desire,  so  far  as 
they  were  communicated  to  him  in  the  interview  to  which  he  refers.  I 
wili  leave  this  port  to-morrow  on  the  flag-ship  Guerriere,  in  company 
with  Admiral  Davis,  as  stated  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday.  The  other 
vessels  of  the  squadron  sailed  to-day  to  rendezvous  at  Montevideo. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Paraguay  represents  President  Lopez  as 
occupying  a  strong  position,  strongly  fortified,  at  Villeta,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  allied  forces  as  somewhat  critical,  on  account  of  the  swampy 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  great  difficulty  and  expense  of  obtaining 
supplies.  I  learn  also  that  Seiior  Berges,  former  minister  of  foreign 
afi'airs,  alleged  to  have  been  executed  for  treason  some  months  since,  is 
still  alive,  and  that  all  prisoners  held  for  political  offenses  in  Paraguay 
are  treat^^  with  no  unnecessary  harshness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


A. 
Mr.  Webb  to  Mr,  McMahon. 

[Extract] 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

Boa  Viagemy  October  23,  1868. 
My  Deak  Sir  :  When  you  did  me  the  honor  to  call  at  this  legation  yesterday  and 
intiniated  yoor  intention  to  go  np  to  ABuncion  accompanied  hy  Admiral  Davis  and 
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the  smaller  vessels  of  the  United  States  squadron,  with  a  view  of  presenting  your  cre- 
dentials to  President  Lopez  and  demanding  the  release  of  the  members  of  our  le^atitm 
forcibly  detained  by  him,  I  at  once  said  that  nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  done  without 
bringing  deep  disgrace  upon  our  country  and  rendering  us  the  laughing  stock  of  the 
world.  ••#»##*• 

To  this  you  answered,  that  there  were  so  many  versions  of  what  had  taken  plac«  in 
Paraguay,  that  you  would  not  decide  what  to  do  until  you  reached  the  La  Plata,  1 
replied,  *'  That  is  an  error ;  there  is  but  one  version  of  the  facts  of  the  case  to  whicb 
you,  I,  or  Admiral  Davis  can  refer,  or  which  we  can  receive ;  and  that  version  is  cim- 
taiued  in  the  official  report  of  your  predecessor,  the  duly  accredited  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Paraguay ;  and  indorsed  by  me,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  man  aud 
his  official  conduct/' 

I  then  placed  in  your  hands  for  perusal  my  correspondence  with  Admiral  Davis,  urg- 
ing him  to  em))loy  the  squadron  under  his  command  for  the  sole  and  only  purjiose  it  is 
kept  here,  viz :  the  vindication  of  our  national  honor  and  the  ])rotection  of  the  coin^ 
merce  and  lives  of  our  people,  instead  of  keepin^^  it  idly  in  this  hart>or  when  the  ships 
of  every  other  nationality  are  hastening  to  the  scene  of  outrage  upon  us,  and,  throujjh 
us,  upon  the  civilized  world.  You  proceeded  to  read  what  I  placed  in  your  hands;  and 
when  nearly  through  with  it,  handed  me  your  official  instructions  from  the  State 
Department,  directing  you  to  see  me,  before  you  proceeded  to  the  river. 

After  you  had  finished  reading  the  correspondence,  upon  which  no  c-ommentarie^s 
were  made  by  either  of  us,  you  proceeded  to  detail  your  programme  on  arrival  at  the 
La  Plata.  I  listened,  and  said  I  did  not  like  to  make  any  commentaries  upon  it,  unlesK 
you  requested  me  to  do  so ;  although  I  fully  admit,  that  on  further  reflection  I  should 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  earnestly  protested  against  any  such  proceeding,  and 
distinctly  have  placed  before  you  what  I  considered  to  be  your  duty  in  the  premises.  You 
thought  of  a<ldressing  a  letter  to  the  admiral,  setting  forth  your  official  character,  &m\, 
&c.,  and  that  you  desired  to  present  your  credentials  and  deliver  to  Lopez  certain  very 
friendly  messages  and  assurances  from  the  President,  which  letter  the  admiral  might 
use.  I  advised  against  any  suoh  proceeding  and  objected  to  your  making  any  advaucfs 
whatever  towards  Lopez ;  the  whole  matter  having  entirely  changed  since  you  were 
accredited  to  Paraguay.  Lopez  has  plac^4  himself  entirely  beyond  the  pale  of  civilizwl 
nations ;  and  lea«t  of  all  can  the  United  States  have  intercourse  with  him,  except 
through  the  naval  and  military  power  of  our  country.  To  me  your  duty  apjiears  vrn 
simple;  and  I  wilT  proceed  to  give  you  my  view  of  it,' holding  myself  responsible  to  our 
common  superior  for  so  doing. 

I  think  you  should  at  once  a<ldress  an  official  note  to  Admiral  Davis,  stating  who  yoa 
are,  and  requiring  from  him  the  employment  of  the  naval  force  under  his  command  in 
rescuing  the  members  of  the  United  States  legation,  forcibly  seized  in  vitilatioii  of 
every  principle  of  international  law  and  the  comity  of  nations.  And  you  shonld  par- 
ticularly press  upon  him  the  gravity  of  the  emergency,  and  strive  to  enlighten  him  in 
regard  to  his  duty  in  the  premises ;  in  order  that  our  country  may,  as  far  as  practicable, 
be  relieved  from  the  odium  of  being  careless  in  aiibrding  protection  to  our  legations 
throughout  the  world,  and  unmindful  of  our  national  honor.        »  •  • 

Do  all  in  your  power  to  induce  him  to  take  all  his  squadron,  except  the  Ouerriere,  np 
the  Paraguay,  and  from  the  deck  of  his  flag-ship  send  a  flaj^  of  truce  into  the  counto*. 
demanding,  without  parley,  the  inmiediate  surrender  of  Bliss  and  Mastennan. 

He  (Lopez)  has  virtually  declared  war  upon  the  United  States,  and  neither  yon  nor 
I  have  a  right  to  make  peace,  or  to  decide  what  the  otfended  dij^it^  of  our  country 
demands.  If  he  is  no  longer  in  authority,  then  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  him : 
while,  if  he  is,  then  it  is  for  our  government  to  deal  with  him,  and  you  aud  I  havr 
nothing  to  do  but  await  its  action.  If,  in  the  mean  time,  the  allies  shcmld  set  up  a 
government  of  their  own  in  Paraguay,  as  by  treaty  they  are  pledged  to  do,  nH*«t 
assuredly  you  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  affair;  and  if  recognized  at  alLit 
must  be  by  our  own  government,  and  not  by  you  or  me ;  and  you  will  do  well  t*» 
enlighten  the  admiral  in  regard  to  his  duties  in  such  a  contingency,  which,  in  ail 
probability,  is  certain  to  occur. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  then  it  is  manifest  that  it  is  your  duty  to 
remain  quietly  at  Buenos  Ay  res  or  Montevideo  until  you  can  receive  further  instra«^ 
tions  from  Mr.  Seward.  All  your  instructions,  and  all  your  messages  from  the  Vu'^- 
dent  to  Lopez,  are  cancelled  by  the  latter's  act  of  war  against  the  United  States.  Tlii-* 
letter  to  you  wiU  constitute  a  part  of  ray  dispat>ch  to  the  Department  of  State,  by  tb** 
Mississippi,  on  the  26th,  aud,  beyond  all  perad venture,  you  will  be  in  ixwseession  of 
fresh  instructions  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  Januarv  next;  which  will  be  less  tlian  tuo 
months  after  your  arrival  at  the  river.  They  will  come  by  the  return  steamer,  or  if  nM 
then  by  telegraph  to  our  legation  in  London,  and  hence  to  the  river  by  any  one  of  the 
seven  lines  of  steamers  now  sailing  monthly  from  Europe  to  the  La  Plata,  touching  »t 
Rio.  My  only  apnrehension  is  that  if  Bliss  and  Masterman  are  still  alive  they  will 
have  been  rescued  by  some  of  the  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  other  nationaUtits*  mtw' 
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in  the  Paragnaj.  That  such  is  their  intention,  I  know,  and  such  intentions  are  not 
concealed  in  the  general  indignation  of  the  public  at  the  non-action  of  our  squadron 
OD  this  station,    uod  grant  that  we  may  be  spared  that  blow. 

lu  my  opinion,  your  course  is  a  very  simple  one.  You  have  no  duties  to  discharge  in 
counection  with  Paraguay.  IiO])ez,  by  an  act  of  w^ar  against  the  United  States,  has 
cancelled  alike  your  duties  and  your  instructions,  and  nothing  remains  for  you  to  do 
but  to  consult  the  honor  and  dignity  of  your  count rj'  by  remaining  here,  or  in  the  La 
Plata,  until  you  can  hear  from  Washington.  You  say  it  is  very  desirable  you  should 
meet  Mr.  Washburn.  I  think  it  is.  He  will  arrive  heVe  on  the  4th  November,  and  your 
pre-sence  at  the  river  is  not  immediately  neces8ai*y. 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  W^ashbum's  official  letter  to  the  British  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiarj'  to  the  Argentine,  and  through  him  to  the  other  lega- 
tions in  fiueuos  Ayres.  It  is  a  duplicate  of  the  one  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Washburn,  and 
which  I  sent  to  Admiral  Davis,  indorsing  its  authenticity,  and  I  furnish  it  to  you  under 
like  circumstances. 

•  «  •  «  •  «  «  , 

I  am,  my  dear  general,  very  sincerely,  your  colleague  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  WAT80N  WEBB. 
His  Excellency  General  Mautin  T.  McMahon, 

United  States  Minister  Resident  to  Paniguay, 


Mr.  McMahon  to  General  Webb. 
[£xtract.l 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  27, 1868.* 
My  Dear  Sir  :  The  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  reached  me  hist  night  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Monroe.  After 
reciting  some  |)ortions  of  a  conversation  held  at  your  residence  on  the  22d  instant,  your 
excellency  i)roceeds  to  advise  me  fully  aud  earnestly  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  taken 
by  me  in  anticipation  of  instructions  from  Washington  in  regard  to  the  late  unfortu- 
nate occurrence  at  Asuncion. 

I  trust  it  is  needless  to  infonn  you  that  the  counsel  of  a  colleague  so  distinguished 
for  all  the  qualities  that  tend  U^  give  value  to  advice  will  receive  such  attentive  and 
rrajMJctful  consideration  as  your  excellency's  high  character  and  great  experience  deserve 
for  it. 

Referring  to  the  interview  held  at  j^'our  house  on  the  22d  instant,  I  ask  leave  to 
remind  you  that  the  pur]>o8e  of  my  visit  on  that  occasion  was  to  lay  before  you,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  his  letter  of  instructions  to  me,  which  contained 
the  following  paragraph,  to  which  I  specially  called  your  attention  : 

"  You  will,  however,  stop  at  Rio  long  enough  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Webb,  and 
also  at  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres,  to  communicate  with  the  consulate  and  legation 
at  those  plaees,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  military  obstacles  to  your  passage  up  the 
river,  which  were  heretofore  ajiprehended,  have  been  removed." 

You  were  goml  enough  to  assure  me  promptly  that  you  knew  no  obstacles  would  be 
opposed  by  the%ovenmieut  of  Brazil  to  my  passage  up  the  river,  and  also,  at  ray  request, 
ycm  promised  to  send  me  an  official  communication  on  the  following  day  containing  this 
assurance. 

In  the  communication  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  no  mention  is  made 
of  this  subject.  Believing  that  it  may  have  escaped  your  attention,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  referring  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  asking  if  it  is  youj*  excellency's  wish  that  I  should 
rely  on  the  verbal  assurance  given  in  the  interview  of  the  22d  Instant,  which  will,  of 
course,  be  sufficient  if  you  should  for  any  reason  deem  it  unadvisable  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  an  official  note. 

On  the  occasion  already  twice  referred  to,  I  informed  your  excellency  that  Rear- 
Admiral  Davis  had  notified  me  that  he  held  himself  in  retidiness  to  procec^l  with  his 
squarlron  to  the  La  Plata,  and  thence  with  the  lighter  vessels  of  the  deet  up  the  river, 
and  that  he  invitecl  me  to  accompany  him  on  the  flag-ship  for  purposes  of  mutual 
consultation.  I  informed  the  admiral  then  that  I  must  delay  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing from  yon  the  assurance  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  government  of  Brazil  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  subsequently  that  I  was  desirous  of  meeting  Hon.  Mr.  Wash- 
bum,  my  predecessor,  who  your  excellency  informed  me  was  daily  expected  to  arrive 
from  Bnenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Washburn,  it  appears,  did  not  arrive  on  the  packet  of  last 
week,  and  I  now  indulge  the  ho]>e  of  meeting  him  in  BuencB  Ayres.  I  mention  these 
things  for  the  purpose  of  adding  that  the  flag-ship  will  sail  to-morrow  for  the  river,  and 
the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  to-day,  and  that  it  is  my  intention  to  accompany  the 
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admiral.  If,  therefore,  yonr  excellency  has  not  decided  that  it  is  nnnecessarr  to  com- 
municate to  me  in  an  omcial  noto  the  *^  assurance  in  regard  to  military  obstacles  to  my 
passage  up  the  river,  may  I  ask  that,  if  it  suits  your  convenience,  yon  will  do  me  the 
favor  to  send  it  before  the  departure  of  the  Guerriere.  If  I  do  not  receive  it  I  will  infer 
that  in  your  excellency's  opinion  the  verbal  assurance  already  received  is  all  that  is 
required  to  fulfill  the  instructions  contained  in  the  extract  I  have  made  from  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  the  little  time  allowed  me  before  sailing  for  the 
river  will  prevent  my  referring  to  the  several  points  of  interest  and  imi>ortance  cou- 
tained  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  further  than  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  the 
kind  interest  you  manifest  in  a  subject  not  free  from  difficulty,  and  in  regard  to  which 
I  trust  that  my  official  action  may  be  such  as  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  government 
at  Washiu^on,  and  at  the  same  time  give  no  ground  for  the  belief  that  the  Kind  officer 
of  our  distinguished  representative  in  Brazil  nave  not  been  appreciated  at  their  full 
value. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  refer  to  one  other  |;»oint.  Fi*om  your  letter  of  the  *2M 
instant,  to  which  I  am  replying,  I  learn  that  I  create<l  the  impression  on  your  mind  in 
the  interview  of  the  2*^  instant,  that  notwithstanding  ri'oent  deplorable  events  in  Par- 
aguay, it  was  my  intention  and  desire  to  reopen  diplomatic  relations  with  the  govern- 
ment of  President  Lopez.  In  convejong  this  impression  unintentionally,  I  had  the  mi<*- 
fortune  to  fail  to  maKe  myself  correctly  understood.  In  calling  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject now,  I  beg  of  your  excellency  to  believe  it  is  solely  because  of  my  anxiety  to  secure, 

as  far  as  may  be  possible,  the  approval  of  your  excellency's  judgment. 

*  *  «  •  «  ••  •• 

Your  colleague  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHON, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  at  Paraguay. 
His  Excellency  General  James  Watson  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Flenipotentiary 

near  the  Court  of  Brazil, 


Mr,  Washburn  to  Mr,  Seward^ 

No.  103.]  Buenos  Ayres,  October  31, 1868. 

Sib  :  The  inclosed*  dispatches  which  were  written  and  forwardeti  by 
me  about  a  year  a^o,  to  the  care  of  our  late  minister  here,  Mr.  Aslwth, 
were  handed  to  me  yesterday  by  Mr.  Worthington,  who  found  them 
among  a  lot  of  loose  papers  left  by  his  predecessor.  It  would  seem  that 
the  state  of  Mr.  Asboth's  health  ibr  several  months  before  he  died  was 
such  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  any  business. 

I  am  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Davis  and  Mr.  McMahon. 
From  the  former  I  received  a  letter  some  two  weeks  ago,  in  which  he 
informed  me  that  he  should  leave  for  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  as  soon  as  Mr. 
McMahon  should  arrive  at  Rio,  and  as  he  Siiid  it  would-be  of  great 
advantage  to  them  both  to  confer  with  me  on  the  situation  of  affairs  in 
Paraguay  before  my  departure  for  the  United  States,  I  have  await^nl 
their  arrival.  I  hoi)e  they  will  soon  be  here,  as  I  am  impatient  to  be 
away.  The  state  of  Mrs.  Washburn's  health,  however,  has  not  l)een 
such  since  her  arrival  here  that  it  would  be  safe  for  her  to  venture  uiion 
the  sea.  I  am  in  hopes,  however,  she  will  so  far  improve  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  leave  in  time  to  take  the  American  steamer  of  the  26th  Novem- 
ber from  Rio. 

I  observe  that  there  is  not  entire  harmony  of  opinion  between  our 
minister  at  Rio  and  the  admiral.  I  regi*et  this  extremely,  as  the  differ- 
ence has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pui^ued  respecting 
my  difficulties  in  Paraguay.    Both  of  them  have  written  to  me  in  the 

*  The  dispatches  above  referred  to  are  the  following  from  Mr.  Washburn :  No.  !R 
December  13,  1867;  No.  97,  April  7,  1838;  No.  98,  Aprfi  7,  1868;  No.  99,  April?,  lc€e*. 
They  will  be  found  in  their  proper  chronological  order. 
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kindest  terms,  aod  have  expressed  a  desire  to  do  anything  in  their  x)ower 
to  assist  me.  Mr.  Webb  has  already  done  much ;  for  1  fully  believe  that 
if  the  Wasp  had  gone  up  the  river  a  month  later,  it  would  have  retunied 
without  me.  The  admiral  has  written  that  to  vindicate  me  and  my 
condact  from  the  aspersions  of  the  press,  both  here  and  in  Eio,  he  is 
disposed  to  send  me  as  far  as  Rio  in  a  vessel  of  the  squadron,  in  case  one 
can  be  spar^  for  that  service.  From  this  1  am  led  to  suppose  that  he 
was  not  fully  decided  whether  or  not  to  send  a  part  of  the  squadron  to 
Paraguay  to  demand  satisfaction  from  Lopez. 

1  have  nothing  later  from  Paraguay  since  my  last  dispateh.  The 
allies  seem  to  be  moving  on  in  their  old  sluggish  way,  but  what  has 
become  of  the  unhappy  wretches  still  left  in  the  power  of  Lopez  no  one 
here  knows  anything  later  th%n  I  have  already  written  in  previous  dis- 
patches. Mr.  Gould,  the  English  secretary  of  legation,  went  up  in  a 
gnnboat  to  try  and  get  away  some  of  the  English,  but  he  was  unsuccess- 
fiil.  He  refused  to  trust  himself  in  Loi)ez'8  pow^r,  as,  having  been  in 
Paraguay  before,  he  knew  the  danger. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBTJRK 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward^ 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  McMahon  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  8.]  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  Kovember  14, 1808. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  arthis  post  on  the 
3d  instant^  having  left  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  28th,  on  the  United  States 
flag-ship  Guerriere. 

I  immediately  communicated  with  the  United  States  consul,  in  order 
to  ascertain  if  the  military  obstacles  to  my  passage  up  the  river,  hereto- 
fore apprehended,  were  removed,  as  far  as  the  government  of  the  Oriental 
Eepublic  is  concerned. 

Deeming  it  advisable  that  any  communication  made  to  the  Oriental 
government  on  this  subject  should  be  made  through  Mr.  Worthington, 
United  States  minister  accredited  to  the  Argentine  and  Oriental  Repub- 
lics, a  view  in  which  the  consul  concurred,  I  proceeded  to  Buenos  Ayres 
and  submitted  to  Mr.  Worthington  your  dispatch  of  2d  September  last, 
numbered  3.  f 

He  immediately  addressed  an  inquiry  to  the  government  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  dispatch,  and  returned 
with  me  the  same  night  to  Montevideo,  where  he  addressed  a  similar 
communication  to  the  Oriental  government. 

I  learn  from  him  that  the  government  at  Buenos  Ayres  has  replied  to 
his  communication,  requesting  a  few  days'  delay  before  giving  a  definite 
answer,  for  the  purpose,  I  believe,  of  consulting  with  their  allies.  The 
government  at  Montevideo  has  not  yet  replied. 

On  the  morning  of  my  departure  from  Rio,  I  received  from  General 
Webb  a  letter,  a  co]>y  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  A,  informing  me  that 
"  the  way  (up  the  Parana)  is  open  to  the  vessels  of  war  of  all  nation- 
alities, and  most  assuredly  will  not  be  closed  against  us,  through  whom 
the  insult  to  all  of  the  civilized  gov^emments  of  the  world  has  been 
offered." 

This  communication  from  Mr.  Webb  is  in  reply  to  the  letter  I  addressed 
to  him  on  the  27th  October,  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  1  transmitted  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  same  date  to  the  department. 
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Upon  receiving  the  required  assurance  from  the  respective  govern- 
ments of  the  Argentine  and  Oriental  Republics,  I  will  proceed  as  stated 
in  my  dispatch  of  the  20th  October  ultimo. 

I  had  an  interview  with  my  predecessor,  Mr,  Washburn,  on  the  8th 
instant,  at  Buenos  Ayres.  I  learned  from  him  nothing  in  addition  to 
the  facts  already  made  known  to  the  department. 

The  latest  inteUigence  from  Paraguay  is  to  the  effect  that  Lopez  is  still 
at  Villeta,  where  it 'is  rumored  the  allies  intend  to  attack  him  to-day. 
As  to  his  force  there  is  much  variety  of  opinion ;  but  Captain  Kirkland, 
of  the  Wasp,  a  most  reliable  witness,  reports  to  me  that  he  saw  at  that 
point  not  less  than  twelve  thousand  men  utider  arms,  and  this  before  the 
rear-guard  of  the  Paraguayan  army  had  arrived  from  the  defenses  of  the 
Tebicuari.  In  conversation  President  Lopez  informed  him  that  he  was 
prepared  to  retire  fri»m  Villeta  to  other  and  interior  positions  if  deemed 
advisable.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  he  will  wait  to  be  attacked  in 
the  strong  position  h^  now  occupies,  and  then  retire  in  the  interior. 

Information,  received  as  late  as  the  8th  instant  from  the  Parana,  is  to 
the  effect  that  Bliss  and  Masterman  are  unharmed,  though  still  retained 
in  custody. 

Since  commencing  this  dispatch  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Worthington, 
unofficially,  to  the  effect  that  the  Argentine  government  will  give  exph- 
cit  and  full  assurance  that  no  obstacles,  military  or  othei-wise,  will  be 
opposed  to  my  passage  up  the  river  to  my  post  of  duty  upon  the  part 
of  that  government. 

I  have  reason  to  hope  that  a  similar  assurance,  equally  definite,  will 
be  promptly  offered  by  the  Oriental  Republic. 

Mr.  Washburn  has  arrived  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  intends  proceed- 
ing, by  the  steamer  of  the  15th  instant,  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  B,  C, 


A. 

Mr,  Webb  to  Mr,  McMahoiu 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Boa  Fiagemy  (ktober  27, 1868. 
My  Dear  General:  This  government  wiU  only  be  too  weU  plealed  to  haTe  oar 
8qua<lrou  to  go  up  the  Paraguay ;  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  the  Emperor  has  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  my  inaction ;  little  knowing,  untu  he  saw  the  Brazili«& 
Times  of  the  23d,  that  I  had  discharged  my  whole  duty  in  the  premises.  The  w»y  » 
open  to  the  vessels  of  war  of  all  nationalities,  and  most  assuredly  will  not  be  cloiwi 
against  us,  through  whom  the  insult  to  all  the  civilized  governments  of  the  world  has  be^ 
onerecl.  The  only  wonder  of  the  allies  and  of  every  intelligent  person  in  this  region  is, 
-that  for  three  weeks  past  our  squadron  has  been  lying  in  this  harbor,  leaving  to  other 
naval  powers  the  vindication  of  our  national  honor,  and  the  attempt  to  rescue  the 
members  of  our  legation  forcibly  detained  in  Paraguay. 

In  all  probability  the  time  for  eliective  action  is  past,  but  whether  it  is  or  not,  aad 
although  we  cannot  regain  the  prestige  so  wantonly  thrown  away,  I  am  weU  pleased  to 
learn  that  our  squadron  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  river,  after  having  postponed  its 
time  of  sailing  nearly  three  weeks,  to  demonstrate  that  our  minister  could  not  expedite 
its  movements!  A  demonstration  so  important  in  the  opinion  of  Admiral  Davis, that 
to  make  it  he  has  sacrificed  the  prestige  of  our  country  and  the  vindication  of  the 
rights  of  its  imprisoned  citizens. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WKBR 
His  Excellency  General  Martin  T.  McMahon, 

United  States  Minister  to  Paraguay,  U,  S,  S,  Guerriere. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

Xo.  78.J  Department  of  State, 

WaHhingtonj  November  17, 1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  from  Buenos  Ayres  of  the  2(>th  of  September 
last,  ^ving  an  account  of  events  at  the  close  of  your  mission  in  Para- 
guay, has  been  received.  The  letter  of  this  department  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  been  approved  by  the 
President.  Any  further  measures  which  may  be  adopted  will  await  de- 
veloijments. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  # 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 
CHAJtLES  A.  Washburn,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfcc,  <6c. 


Mr,  Seward  1o  Mr,  Welles, 

DePAKTMENT  oi^^TATE, 

fVatihingtoHy  yarember  17,  1868. 

Siii:  A  dispatch  vras  received  yesterday  from  Charles  A.  Wa«hbnni,  esq.,  )at«  United 
StaUis  minister  to  Paraguay,  which  was  written  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  '*i6th  of  Sep- 
t4*uiber  last.  The  dispatch  shows  that  a  controversy  has  l)eeii  carried  on  for  some  time 
between  him  and  the  President  of  Paraguay.  The  merits  of  the  controversy  cannot  bo 
fully  understood  until  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  itself  shall  have  been  received, 
which  is  daily  expected.  Meantime  Mr.  Washburn's  dispatch  conclusively  shows  that 
the  situation  of  aU  foreigners,  includiug  United  States  citizens  at  Asuncion,  is  greatly 
iniiterilled,  and  that  especially  Porter  C.  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman,  Uuite<l  States 
citizens,  hitely  in  some  way  connected  with  the  United  States  legation,  have  suffered 
persoiiel  vi»)lence,  and  have  })erhai»8  been  murdered.  A  diH])at(!h  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  Webb,  Uuiteil  States  minister  at  Rio,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  re<]uested 
Rear- Admiral  Davis,  commanding  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  to  send  or  to  proceed 
witli  an  adequate  naval  force  to  Asuncion,  to  protect  American  citizens.  Mr.  Webb  is 
unable  to  inform  the  department  whtjther  Admiral  Davis  would  assume  the  responsibil- 
ity of  complying  with  this  request  without  special  instructions  from  this  government. 

The  situation  thus  presented  seems  to  me  so  critical  that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  advise  the  President  that  the  rear-admiral  should  be  instructed  to  proceed  with  an 
adequate  force  at  once  to  Paraguay,  and  take  such  measures  as  may  be  found  necessary 
to  prevent  violence  to  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citiz4;ns  there,  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  to  demand  any  other  prompt  redress  for  any  extreme 
iuKult  or  violence  that  may  have  been  arbitrarily  committed  against  the  tiag  of  tho 
United  States  or  their  citizens. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.e.s, 

SeoKetarif  of  the  Xavy, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMalton, 

Xo.  6.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  18, 1868. 
Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch* 
addressed  by  this  depsirtment  to  James  Watson  WVbb,  esq.,  (Jnited 
States  minister  at  Rio  de  Janeiro;  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  t  from 
this  department  to  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  late  occurrences  on  the  Parana. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Martin  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  cfec,  ifec,  &c. 

*  For  this  inclosure  see  instruction  to  Mr.  Webb,  No.  238,  November  17,  1868,  p.  310. 
t  J?'or  this  inclosure  see  instruction  to  Mr.  Washburn,  No.  78,  November  17,  18t>8. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMahon. 

No.  7.]  Department  op  State, 

Wdshingtofij  November  21, 1868. 

Sib:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  orders  which  have  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  C.  H.  Davis,  commandiDg  the 
South  Atlantic  squadron,  oc<3asioned  by  recent  events  in  Paraguay,  in 
connection  with  your  predecessor  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  department  has  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Washburn  detailed 
reports  upon  the  subject.  No  doubt,  however,  you  will  by  personal 
♦  intercourse  with  him,  and  from  other  sources,  have  obtained  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts  as  will  enable  you  to  proceed  judiciously  in 
co-operation  with  Admiral  Davis  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the 
honor  of  this  government  and  the  rights  of  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  Paraguay  who  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  redress  through  the 
ordinary  channels.  You  will  notice  that  Mr.  Welles  expresses  confidence 
in  your  discretion.  This  opinion  the  department  trusts  will  be  justified 
by  the  firmness  and  wisdom  of  your  course  under  the  difficult  cirenm- 
stances  which  will  surround  you  upon  your  entrance  on  your  mission. 

After  the  foregoing  part  of  this  pai>er  was  prepared,  your  dispatch 
of  the  2Gth  of  October,  No.  6,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  was  received.  Your 
purpose  therein  mentioned  of  proceeding  with  Kear- Admiral  Davis  up 
the  Pai*aguay  River  to  Villeta  is  approved.  You  will  forbear  from  pre- 
senting your  credentials  to  the  President  of  Paraguay  until  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  the  grievances  which  Jire  the  subject  of  my  several 
instructions  shall  have  been  obtained,  and  you  will  in  every  case  be  gov- 
erned by  these  instructions.  This  will  not  prevent  you  from  opening 
and  conducting  in  your  official  character  as  United  States  minister  resi- 
dent to  Paraguay  any  correspondence  which  shall  become  necessary  with 
the  President  of  that  republic,  or  with  any  other  proper  party  in  that 
country.  All  corresiK)ndence  will  thus  be  conducted  by  yourself,  but  it 
will  be  desirable  that  Rear- Admiral  Davis  should  join  you  in  the  same. 

This  paper  is  necessarily  hurried  in  order  to  avail  myself  of  the  mail 
steamer  of  the  23d. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'     WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mabtin  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  c£t.,  cfec,  <t-c. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Navy  Department,  Xoremher  18, 186?. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herein  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Rear-Admiral 
J)avi8,  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  lett^er  of  the  17th  instant,  and  the  advice  given  by  you  to  the  Presideiit 

It  has  been  my  practice  to  give  a^  Bi>ecific  instructiouB  as  possible  to  our  naval  offioen, 
and  to  im|)OHe  upon  them  no  greater  responsibilities  than  the  occasion  demands.  In  all 
cases  approaching  this  in  magnitude  and  inqmrtance,  they  have  been  enjoined  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  minister  rei>resenting  our  country  at  the  government  in  queetion. 

I  see  by  the  last  arrival  that  General  McMahon,  our  lately  appointed  minister  to 
Paraguay,  who  left  the  countnr  several  weeks  since  on  his  mission,  has  arrived  at  Bio, 
and  who,  it  seems  to  me,  should  at  least  be  consulted  in  this  matter. 

I  have  great  confidence  in  the  judgment  and  ability  of  Rear-Admiral  Davis;  but  shonW 
he  not  be  relieved  of  some  degree  of  responsibility  which  belongs  appropriately  and 
peculiarly  to  General  McMahon,  by  consulting  with  and  receiving  the  advice  of  that 
veiy  capable  gentleman,  who  is  intrusted  with  that  service,  and  is  the  selected  represen- 
tative of  this  government  to  Paraguay  t 
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I  deem  it  my  duty,  moreover^  to  add  in  this  connection  that  while  instructions  can 
be  given  without  difficulty  to  Rear-Admiral  Davis,  he  may  find  it  difficult,  and  perhaps 
impoesible,  to  execute  them  with  his  present  limited  command. 

Asuncion  is  nine  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  Montevideo,  up  rivers  which  are 
tortuous  and  filled  with  sand-bars,  subject  to  heavy  rises  and  great  depressions,  which 
render  their  navigation  difficult. 

Rear- Admiral  Davis  has  no  vessels  adapted  to  river  service,  and  not  exceeding  four  of 
the  smallest  could,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  reach  Paraguay.  He  is 
without  troops  or  supplies,  and  Liopez  by  the  last  accounts  had  fallen  back  from  the 
rirer,  and  is  wholly  inaccessible  to  naval  vessels.  The  demand  for  redress,  if  it  cannot 
be  enforced,  ought  not,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  made.  To  make  the  attempt  and  fail 
would  be  worse  than  if  the  attempt  had  not  been  made. 

On  a  former  oecasion,  when  a  demonstration  was  made  against  Paraguay,  a  naval 
force  of  light-draught  vessels  was  sent  out,  and  coal,  provisions,  and  supplies  were  for- 
warded to  Montevideo,  Rosario,  and  Corrientes.  The  expedition  was  at  that  time  duly 
pn^red  and  cost  the  government  several  millions  of  dollars.  As  this  subject  seems  to 
be  m trusted  to  the  naval  officer  on  tUat  station,  instead  of  the  minister,  who  is  the  se- 
lected representative,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  Rear-Ad- 
miral  Davis  ahonld  be  largely  re-enforcea,  and  that*  the  Navy  Department  be  furnished 
with  authority  and  means  to  enable  that  officer,  in  the  last  resort,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
mstmctions  which  have  been  sent  him  in  pursuance  of  your  communication,  and  of  the 
advioejeiven  by  you  to  the  President. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Hon.  W11XLA.H  H.  Seward, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Admiral  Davis. 

Navy  Department, 

November  18, 186a 

Sot:  I  have  reoeived  from  the  Secretary  of  State  a  letter  in  relation  to  a  controversy 
which  has  arisen  between  Charles  H.  Washburn,  esq.,  late  minister  to  Paraguay,  and 
President  Lopez. 

In  bis  communication  the  Secretary  of  State  informs  this  department  that — 

^'Mr.  Washburn's  dispatch  conclusively  shows  that  the  situation  of  all  foreigners, 
mclading  United  Statues  citizens,  at  Asuncion,  is  greatly  im^rilled,  and  that,  especially, 
Port«r  C.  Bliss  and  Qeorge  F.  Masterman,  Unit^  States  citizens,  lately  in  some  way 
eonnected  with  the  Uniteid  States  legation,  have  suffered  personal  violence,  and  have 
perhaps  been  murdered.^' 

Mr.  Seward  further  informs  the  department  that  Mr.  Webb  has  had  an  interview 
with  you,  but  is  unable  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State  whether  you  would  assume  the 
responsibility  of  complying  with  a  request  which  he  (Mr.  Webb)  had  made  to  you  to 
send  an  adequate  naval  force  to  Asuncion  to  protect  American  interests,  without  special 
inatmctions  firom  the  State  Department. 

It  has  not  been  usual  for  the  naval  officers  to  receive  instructions  from  that  depart- 
ment, and  I  apprehend  there  has  been  some  mistake  in  this  instance ;  but  Mr.  Seward 
writes  me  that  **  the  situation  thus  presented  seems  to  me  so  critical  that  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  advise  the  President  that  the  rear-admiral  should  be  instructed  to  proceed 
with  an  adequate  force  at  once  to  Paraguay  and  take  such  measures  as  may  be  found 
neoesBary  to  prevent  violence  to  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens  there,  and,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  to  demand  and  obtain  prompt  redress  for  any  extreme 
insult  or  violence  that  may  have  been  arbitrarily  committed  against  the  liag  of  the 
United  States  or  their  citizens.'' 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  foregoing  extract,  further  than  to  direct  that,  on  the 
reeeipt  of  this  dispatch,  you  will  proceed  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  views  and 
sii{^ge«tion8  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  in  his  advice  to  the  President.  Should 
yofi,  in  the  discretion  therein  given,  come  to  the  conclusion  to  proceed  or  send  to  Paraguay 
to  saake  the  demand  indicatedj  I  regret  that  you  have  not  more  suitable  and  better 
Teasels  to  enforce  iL  and  suppUes  more  ample  than  you  possess. 
Very  respeetnilly, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

&ear-Admiral  Charx^bs  Henry  Davis, 

Ccmm/OMding  Souih  Atlantic  Squadron. 

44  D  C— VOL,  II 
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Mr.  McMahon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  Buenos  Ayres,  November  21, 1868. 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Worthiugton,  United  States  minister  resident  to  the  Argentine  and 
Oriental  Republics,  the  assurance  that  the  allied  governments  engaged 
in  the  war  against  Paraguay  will  oppose  no  obstacle  to  my  passage  \k\\ 
the  rivers  Parana  and  Paraguay  to  my  post  of  duty,  and  that  they  have 
issued  appropriate' orders  to  the  generals  commanding  their  resi)ective 
forces. 

The  communication  contaning  this  assuirance,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose, 

marked  A,  comes  from  the  Argentine  government,  and  w^as  issued,  it 

appears,  upon  consultation  with  the  representatives  of  Brazil  and  the 

Oriental  Republic. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  will  leave  for  Paraguay  this  evening  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp  accompanied  by  Admiral  Davis.  Three  other  vessels  of  the  squad 
ron  passed  this  port  to-day  on  their  way  to  the  Parana. 

No  change  in  the  military  position  has  taken  place  since  my  last  dis- 
patch. The  allies  have  not  yet  attacked  the  position  of  President  Lopez 
at  Villeta. 

•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHO>\ 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washi7igtonj  D.  C. 


Senor  Farela  to  Mr,  Worihingtan, 

[Translation.] 

FORRION  OfFICK, 

Buenos  Ayrdy  Xovetnher  13,  IBS*. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  Argentino  goveminent  has  Bolicit«d  the  assent  of  its  allies  t<* 
resolve  upon  the  aftair  8])oken  of  in  the  note  'your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  aA- 
dre88  to  ine,  dated  the  10th  of  the  current  nionVh,  and  I  have  the  satinfaction  to  say  io 
answer  thereto,  that  the  allied  governments  order  the  generals  of  their  resj»ectiveforc^ 
not  to  put  any  obstacles  to  the  transit  of  General  McMahon  save  that  they  find  necf>- 
sary  to  delay  him  in  the  interest  of  the  war  operations  that  may  he  at  the  ]>oint  of  beiii;: 
executed,. as  it  was  declared  in  the  recent  case  of  the  steamer  Wasp.  The  aUied  p'^- 
emnients  are  persuaded  that  General  McMahon,  understanding  the  importanre  of  tbe^ 
operations  and  the  interests  depending  on  them,  wiU  contribute  on  his  part  so  that 
they  do  not  suffer  any  embarrassment. 

I  avail  myscflf  of  tliis  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  ajBsuranr*^  "f 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

MAEIANO  VAHEL.\. 

H.  G.  WORTHINGTON, 

United  States  Minister  Besident  to  ArgentiM  and  Paraguay  Republic*. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMahon. 

No.  8.]  Depart^ient  of  State, 

Washington^  November  21  y  1868. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Washburn's  dispatch  Ko.  102,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  has  been 
received.    Before  writing  to  you  at  length  upon  the  subject  it  is  desira- 
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ble  that  we  should  have  his  whole  correspondence.    We  ai*e  in  daily 
expectation  of  his  arrival  and  report. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,' 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
MABTnf  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  cfcc,  rfre. 


Mr,  Sevoard  to  Mr,  McMahon, 

No.  9.]  Department  of  State, 

Washmgton^  November  27, 1868. 
Sir:  Your  interesting  dispatch  fi^m  Eio  de  Janeiro,  No.  6,  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  has  been  received. 

The  instruction.  No.  7,  of  the  2l8t  instant,  makes  it  unnecessary  to 
write  to  you  further  upon  the  subject  at  present. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Marto  T.  McMahon,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr,  McMahon  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  11.]  United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp, 

OjB'  Angostura  Batteries,  Paraguay,  December  11, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Buenos  Ayres  on  the 
2l8t  November  ultimo  in  company  with  Admiral  Charles  H.  JC)avis»,  com- 
manding the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  who  had  transferred  his  tlag  to 
the  Wasp.  We  passed  the  military  lines  of  the  allied  belligerents  on 
the  3d  instant  at  Las  Palmas  and  arrived  the  same  day  opposite  the 
headquarters  of  President  Lopez,  and  in  front  of  the  Paraguayan  bat- 
tery of  Angostura.  Three  vessels  of  the  squadron,  the  Pawnee,  Quin- 
nebago,  and  Kansas,  remained  at  Corrieiites  below  the  allied  lines. 

Immediately  upon  arriving  the  «<lmiral  communicated  with  President 
Ijopez,  demanding  the  delivery  of  the  two  men,  Bliss  and  Mastermau. 
His  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  A,  was  delivered  to  the 
President  by  Captain  Kirkland,  of  the  Wasp,  who  returned  in  a  few 
hours  with  the  information  that  the  President  requested  an  interview 
with  the  admiral  on  the  beach,  and  also  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should 
be  present  at  the  interview.  Believing  that  it  would  be  more  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  government  that  the  negotiations  for  the  delivery 
of  Bliss  and  Masterman  should  be  conducted  wholly  by  the  admiral,  I 
declined  to  accompany  him  to  the  interview.  Shortly  after  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  arrival  of  the  President  at  the  beach  wa«  signified 
to  the  ship  by  the  dipping  of  the  Paraguayan  flag  in  the  fort.  The 
admiral  immediately  went  on  shore  and  had  an  interview  of  some  hours' 
duration,  in  which  it  appears  the  I*resident  expressed  the  following 
views:  That  the  men.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  were  guilty  of  serious  crimes, 
and  were  not  members  in  good  faith  of  the  Uuited  States  legation ; 
that  they  were  at  that  moment  actually  undergoing  trial;  that,  neverthe- 
less, the  President  of  Paraguay,  confiding  iu  the  justice  of  the  Ameri- 
can government,  would  deliver  them  to  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  thereby  exercising  arbitrary  authority  in  taking  them  ft*om  the 
custody  of  the  judicial  authorities,  and  exi)ected  to  justify  their  seizure 
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in  Asuncion  by  showing  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  tb^ 
their  pretended  connection  with  its  legation  was  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  shielding  them  from  the  consequences  of  their  guilty  acts;  tbat,if 
he  had  delivered  them  under  the  terms  of  the  admiral's  letter  daiming 
them  as  attached  to  and  under  the  protection  of  the  legation,  he  believed 
that  it  would  be  conceding  an  important  point,  which  he  denied  and 
hoped  to  disprove.  The  admiral,  although  not  ftilly  concurring  in  this 
construction  of  his  first  letter,  or  of  its  effect,  consented  to  replace  it  by 
another  in  different  terms. 

On  the  following  day  he  sent  the  second  letter,  as  agreed  npon— a 
copy  inclosed,  marked  B.  He  received  on  the  same  day  a  reply,  a  trans- 
lation of  which  is  inclosed^  marked  C.  This  reply  of  the  President  was 
not  definite.  He  was  willing  to  deliver  the  men,  and  confide  them  to 
the  justice  of  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  but  he  still  objected 
to  the  terms. 

Here  the  correspondence  was  interrupted  by  two  Brazilian  iron-clads, 
which  came  around  the  point  about  a  mile  below  us,  the  leading  one  car- 
rying the  American  flag  and  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore.  The  command- 
ing oflicer  notified  us  that  he  was  about  to  open  fire  on  the  Paraguayan 
batteries.  We  accordingly  dropped  out  of  range — an  example  shortly 
afterwards  followed  by  the  Brazilian  vessel.  They  continued  their  fire, 
however,  until  the  following  morning,  the  Paraguayans  not  replying  after 
dark. 

The  next  day  we  returned  to  our  former  position,  and  the  admiral 
addressed  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked  D,  in  which  he 
stated  in  substance  that  it  was  not  his  province,  nor  had  he  authority 
either  to  offer  or  refiise  any  terms  that  would  in  any  manner  affect  the 
status  before  the  law  of  the  men  whose  delivery  he  daimed.  The  same 
day  the  President  replied  to  the  effect  that  the  men  would  be  delivered 
on  board  the  flag-ship  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant,  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  requested  that  the  admiral  would  appoint  one  or  two 
officers  to  witness  the  verification  of  the  legal  process  against  the 
accused  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day.  This  communication,  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed,  marked  E,  stated  that  the  delivery  was  made  as  an 
act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Paraguay,  tmd  as  a 
proof  of  its  friendship  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  of 
confidence  in  its  justice,  and  that  he  did  not  understand  it  to  be  in  answer 
to  a  reclamation  or  demand. 

The  admiral's  previous  communication  having  sufficiently  expressed 
that  his  purpose  was  simply  to  obtain  the  men,  and  that  his  doing  so  did 
not  commit  him  to  or  against  any  view  which  the  government  of  Parar 
guay  might  entertain  or  express  on  the  subject,  replied  that  he  woold  be 
prepared  to  receive  the  men  on  board  at  the  hour  named,  and  would 
send  two  officers  to  verify  or  witness  the  legal  declarations,  as  requested. 
(See  inclosure,  marked  F.) 

Before  this  reply  was  sent  ashore  we  were  again  disturbed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  Brazilian  iron-clad  flying  the  American  flag  and  a  flag  of 
truce  at  the  fore,  as  a  notice  to  the  Wasp,  followed  by  a  single  turreted 
monitor.  We  dropped  down  the  river  out  of  range,  and  in  half  an  boor 
the  Brazilians  did  the  same. 

The  following  morning  we  returned  and  the  letter  was  sent  ashore. 
Later  in  the  day  an  officer  came  on  board  with  the  information  that  the 
President  was  at  Ivah4,  a  few  miles  above  us  on  the  river,  where  on  the 
day  previous  he  had  defeated  the  Brazilians  with  heavy  loss. 

On  the  8th  instant  Commander  Bamsey  and  Lieutenant  Commander 
Kirkland  went  to  the  headquarters  of  President  Lopez  and  heard  the 
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declarations  of  the  accused  persons,  Bliss  and  Masterman,  read  over  to 
them,  sworn  to  and  signed.  The  officers  who  witnessed  the  transaction 
inform  me  that  the  declarations  are  voluminous,  containing  much  irrele- 
vant matter ;  that  the  manner  of  the  two  men  while  listening  to  their 
declarations  and  undergoing  examination  was  diflFerent.  Bliss  seemed 
self  possessed  and  frequently  corrected  his  testimony ;  Masterman  was 
nervous  and  frightened,  and  when  questioned  by  Captain  Kamsey  as  to 
whether  he  intended  to  swear  voluntarily  to  all  he  had  heard,  said, 
"  Please  don't  ask  me  any  questions." 

On  the  10th  (yesterday)  at  11  p.  m.  the  men  were  sent  on  board  the 
Wasp,  at  the  same  time  the  President  sent  to  inquire  at  what  time  1 
desired  to  land.    I  replied  that  I  would  land  to-day  at  1  p.  m. 

The  papers  which  accompanied  the  prisoners  are  sealed  and  addressed 
to  you  and  will  be  transmitted  by  the  admiral. 

I  trust  that  my  course  under  the  circumstances  I  have  narrated  in  this 
and  previous  dispatches  will  be  approved  by  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statej  Washington^  D.  C, 


A. 

Bear-Admiral  Davis  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  front  of  Angostura,  Paraguay,  December  3, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  exceUency  that  I  have  arrived  in  front  of  An- 
ffostnra,  having  on  board  his  exceUency  General  M.  T.  McMahon,  the  minister  of  tho 
United  States  to  the  republic  of  Paraguay. 

As  an  indisputable  preliminary  step  to  the  presentation  by  General  McMahon  to  your 
exceUency  of  nis  credential  letter,  I  have  to  request  that  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman, 
the  persons  arrested  and  detained  in  Asuncion  while  under  the  protection  and  attached 
to  the  legation  of  the  previous  United  States  minister,  be  restored  to  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  flag. 

Knowine  that  before  the  occurrence  of  this  arrest  and  detention  it  was  the  earnest 
desire  of  Sie  government  of  the  United  States  to  continue  ynder  the  existing  circum- 
stances its  friendly  relations  with  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  a  desire  sufficiently  mani- 
fested by  the  prompt  appointment  of  General  McMahon,  it  is  my  hope  that  your  excel- 
lency wiU  hasten  to  remove  the  only  obstacle  which  stands  in  the  way  of  these  relations. 
thave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
■ervant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 

United  States  in  the  South  Atlantic. 
His  ExceUency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Bepuhlic  of  Paraguay. 


B. 

Bear- Admiral  Davis  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  Front  of  Angostura,  Paraguay,  December  4,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  your  exceUency  of  my  arrival  in  front  of  the  batte- 
ries of  Angostura. 

My  object  in  placing  myself  in  personal  intercourse  with  your  excellency  is  to  request 
that  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  the  Individuals  arrested  and  detained  in  Asuncion 
on  the  lOth  day  of  September  last,  may  be  delivered  into  my  keeping  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  United  States. 
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It  does  not  belong  to  me  to  define,  or  even  to  consider,  the  stAtus  of  these  indiyidiiili 
But  on  this  subject  your  excellency  will,  I  do  not  doubt,  repose  confidence  in  the  ja»- 
tice  and  friendship  of  the  United  States,  which  has  afforded  your  excellency  many 
recent  proofs  of  its  respect  and  sympathy. 

Any  papers  your  excellency  may  oe  pleased  to  send  with  these  individnals  will  be 
transniitti^  to  Washington  by  the  earliest  opportunity^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Rear-Admiral  CkmmandUig  Naval  Forces  of  tU 

United  States  in  the  South  AtUuUie. 
His  Excellency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguaif, 


C. 

Senor  Palacios  to  Bear-Admiral  Davis, 

[Translation.] 

Headquarters  at  Pikysyrt, 

December  S,  1868. 

Admiral  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  of  the  receipt  of  the  note  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  address,  under  the  dat«  of  yesterday,  to  his  excellency  the 
marshal  President  of  the  republic,  by  whose  order  I  now  reply  to  your  excellency. 

The  Paraguayan  government,  always  infiuenced  by  the  Ijest  and  most  friendly  senti- 
ments towards  the  United  States  of  America,  would  gladly  avail  itself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity in  which,  without  receding  from  its  sovereignty  and  its  rights,  it  could  offer 
fresh  proofs  of  it-s  constant  friendship,  but  his  excellency  the  President  regrets  that  it 
is  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  the  delivery,  on  the  terms  of  your  excellency,  of  the 
accused  Bliss  and  Masterman  to  the  keeping  of  your  excellency,  who,  if  not  called  up<m 
to  define  or  even  to  consider,  should  not  at  least  conceal  from  yourself  the  fact  of  their 
being  criminals  deeply  committed  in  the  affairs  of  a  horrible  conspiracy,  very  particn- 
larly  the  former. 

Nevertheless,  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic  would  cheerfully  consent 
to  the  delivery  of  the  criminals  Bliss  and  Masterman,  provided  it  were  reqnesteii  in  a 
manner  more  in  conformity  with  the  fact  of  their  being  accomplices  of  Mr.  Washbmn, 
and  the  first  intimately  acquainted  with  his  intrigues  in  the  character  of  conspirator 
and  agent  of  the  enemy,  of  which  he  is  now  accused  in  the  national  tribunals,  sincf 
they  could  be  useful  in  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  American  government,  to 
whose  judgment  he  would  confide  the  above-mentioned  criminals. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  very  distingnidie<l 
consideration.  • 

JUAN  MANUEL  PALACIOS, 

Chief  MiUtarjf  Secrit40j. 

His  Excellency  Hear- Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  of  U.  S,  in  the  South  Atlantic, 


Pear-Admiral  Davis  to  President  Lopez, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  front  of  Angostura  Paraguay y  December  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  yoai 
excellency,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  your  exceUeaicy 
expresses  a  willingness  to  deliver  to  the  United  States  government,  in  my  keeping,  the 
accusecl  persons,  Bliss  and  Masterman,  mentioned  in  the  said  note,  but  that  your  excel- 
lency objects  to  their  delivery  under  the  terms  of  my  note. 

I  wish  your  excellency  to  believe  that  it  is  no  part  of  my  official  duty  either  to  ofler 
or  to  refiise  any  terms  which  will  affect  the  alleged  criminal  condition  of  th«  two  per- 
sons in  question. 

The  papers  accompanying  those  two  persons  will  sufficiently  express  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  the  judgment  of  the  government  of  Paraguay  in  their  caees. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  am  accompanied  by  a  minisl^r 
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aeeredited  to  the  ^oYemment  of  Paraguay,  who,  should  do  difficulties  exist  to  prevent 
itf  will  present  his  credentials. 

CoDsidering  thiH,  and  the  friendship  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica for  that  of  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  I  have  to  ask  your  excellency  to  embark  the 
acciued  persons,  Bliss  and  Mastermau,  (m  board  of  this  vessel,  in  order  that  I  may  keep 
them  in  security,  subject  to  the  tlis[)osition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  of 
whose  justice  and  friendly  sentiments  your  excellency  can  entertain  no  doubt. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  the  prci^eut  position  of  this  vessel  is  one  in  which  she 
should  not  be  detained  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Will  your  excellency,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  inform  lue  when  I  may  expect  to  receive 
these  persons  on  board,  or  to  apprist^  me  at  the  earliest  moment  that  it  is  not  your  excel- 
cency^s  intention  to  send  them  at  all,  if  such  should  be  your  final  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  the  Xaval  Forces  of  the 

United  States  in  the  South  AtlanHe. 
His  Excellency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay, 


E. 

Senor  Palaoios  to  Bear-Admiral  Davis, 

[Tnui«ljition.l 

Headquarters  at  Pikysyry,  December  6, 1868. 

AD\nRAL :  His  excellency  the  marshal  President  of  the  republic  directs  me  to  reply 
to  the  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  which  he  has  just  received  from  your  excel- 
lency, io  answer  to  the  communication  of  mine  of  the  same  day,  written  also  by  his 
excellency's  command. 

As  to  what  is  ssiid  of  the  form  of  your  excellency's  application  for  the  emborcation 
of  the  criminals  Bliss  and  Masterman,  that  it  never  intended  either  to  offer  or  refuse 
t^nns  which  might  atfect  the  criminal  condition  of  the  individuals  in  question,  but  to 
leave  it  well  understood  that  this  application  could  not  be  complied  with  in  the  sense 
of  a  reclamation,  but  of  a  graceful  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Paraguay 
towards  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  if  in  my  answer  your  excellency  conld 
find  anything  different  I  beg  pardon. 

Your  excellency  will  now  permit  me  to  remark  that  I  have  written  nothing  in  that 
communication  which  authorizes  your  excellency  to  believe  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
intention  of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic  not  to  deliver  up  the  criminals 
Bliss  and  Mastennan  unreservedly. 

I  thought  that  I  had  made  it  distinctly  apparent  that  his  excellency  regretted  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  the  conditions  of  the  first  demand,  but  since  neither  a 
reclamation  nor  a  demand  is  in  question,  thus  strengthening  ray  former  communica- 
tion, his  excellency  has  given  the  necesstiry  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  criminals  in 
a  conspiracy,  Bliss  and  Mastennan,  on  board  of  your  excellency's  vessel,  that  they  may 
l)e  securely  retained  subject  to  the  dispositicm  of  the  government  of  the  Unitetl  States 
of  America,  asking  permission  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  their  entire  non-iuter- 
ijourse  with  the  belligerent  countries  in  whose  service  the  consniracv  was  set  on  foot. 

Your  excellency  will  consider  this  application  suflftciently  justified  \>y  the  actual  stat«? 
of  the  war,  which  has  also  led  your  excellency  to  request  that  you  should  not  be 
detained  longer  than  is  essentially  necessary. 

Jn  this  prospect  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  prosecuting  officers, 
who  have  received  the  order  of  his  excellency,  with  a  recommendation  to  oe  brief, 
expect  to  get  through  in  time  for  the  embarcation  of  the  criminals  Bliss  and  Master- 
man  by  3  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant,  and  at  the  same  time  they  have 
expresse*!  a  wish,  which  they  hope  will  be  gratified,  that  your  excellency  will  name 
one  or  two  of  your  officers  who  can  witness,  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  the  veri- 
fication of  the  declarations  of  both  of  the  accused  in  the  case. 

His  excellency  the  President  thanks  your  excellency  for  the  information  that  you  are 
iiccompanied  b^  a  minister  accredited  to  this  republic,  the  ])resentation  of  whose  cre- 
deutiais  the  minister  will  be  pleased  to  arrange  at  his  convenience  in  the  customary 
form. 

I  profit  by  the  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JUAN  MANUEL  PALACIOS, 

Chief  Military  Secretary, 

His  Excellency  Rear- Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  the^'^aval  Forces  of  U.  S,  in  South  Atlantic, 
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F. 

Bear-Admiral  DavU  io  PresideiU  Lopez. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

Injront  of  Angostura^  Paraguay ,  December  7, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  excellency's  letter  of  the 
6th  instant. 

In  obedience  to  yonr  excellency's  wishes  I  shall  appoint  two  superior  officers,  one  of 
them  the  chief  of  my  staff,  to  witness  the  verification  of  the  declaration  of  the  accused, 
Bliss  and  Masterman,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  the  accused  on  board  of  my  flag- 
ship  at  the  time  appointed  by  your  excellency. 

These  officers  will  be  at  your  excellency's  command  on  the  morning  of  the  6Ui 
instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  the  Aaral  Forces  of 
ike  United  Statee  in  the  South  Aticntie, 

His  Excellency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Soi^no  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Bepublic  of  Paraguay, 


Mr.  McMahon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  12.]  *  United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp, 

Off  Angostura^  Paraguay^  December  11, 1868. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  dispatch  contains  only  an 
account  of  the  military  position  of  the  belligerents,  with  reliable  intelli- 
gence from  the  theater  of  war  on  the  Paraguay  Eiver  up  to  the  present 
date. 

My  dispatch  of  the  11th  instant,  numbered  11,  sent  by  this  mail,  is 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  the  release  of  Bliss  and  Masterinan. 

The  principal  position  of  President  Lopez  at  ttiis  time  on  the  river  w 
at  Angostura.  There  he  has  two  batteries,  about  three  hundred  yards 
apart,  numbering  in  all  fifteen  guns,  one  a  Whitworth  gun  of  superior 
caliber,  one  an  eight-inch  gun  of  Paraguayan  manufacture,  the  others 
old-fashioned  smooth-bore  guns,  about  32-pounders.  These  batteries, 
the  lower  one  especially,  command  a  reach  of  the  river  below  for  about 
two  miles.  There  the  river  turns  abruptly  to  the  left  and  reveals  the 
allied  position.  Several  iron-clads,  or  monitors,  several  gunboats,  are 
about  one  or  two  miles  below,  the  transports  and  supply  ships  in  con- 
siderable number.    The  anchorage  here  is  known  as  Las  Palmas. 

Above  Lopez's  position  at  Angostura,  about  six  miles  distant,  is  Vil- 
leta.  Above  Villeta  about  two  miles  is  Ivah6.  Here  are  several  Bra- 
zilian iron-clads  which  ran  by  the  batteries  of  Angostura  with  dosed 
ports.  Here  also  is  the  main  body  of  the  allied  army,  which  (ax>S8ed 
into  the  Oran  Chaco  at  Las  Palmas,  procr^ed  up  on  the  Ghaco  side  and 
recrossed  at  this  point  into  Paraguay.  From  Ivah^  the  allies  advanced 
on  Sunday,  the  6th  instant,  into  the  interior,  until  they  were  decoyed 
into  a  tract  of  dry  land,  surrounded  by  swamps  and  entered  by  a  single 
causeway  and  bridge.  Here  they  were  attacked  and  defeated  with  a 
loss  of  six  thousand  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  according  to  the 
Paraguayan  account,  and  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  as  couched  by 
the  Brazilians,  who  also  admit  the  loss  of  four  general  officers  and  manj 
others  of  less  rank. 

The  Paraguayan  officers  claim  that  their  loss  is  almost  nothing,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  driven  back  to  the  river  in  conftision.    The  Brazil- 
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lans  claim  that  they  captured  four  guns,  and  that  they  still  hold  the 
bridge  and  the  causeway.  It  is  quite  ceitain  that  the  battle  was  veiy 
disastrous  to  the  allies,  and  very  probable  that  the  Paraguayan  accounts 
are  much  nearer  the  truth.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  engagement  the 
batteries  in  our  front  were  dressed  in  flags,  and  there  was  much  rejoicing 
in  the  Paraguayan  camps. 

I  have  5ie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  McMAHOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State j  Wa^hington^  2>.  C. 


Senor  Palacios  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translatioii.] 

Headquabtebs  at  Pikysyby, 

December  10, 1868. 
Mr.  MiNiSTEB:  Bear- Admiral  Davis  having  reached  Angostura,  and 
the  following  correspondence  having  taken  place,  (numbers  1  to  5,)  and 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations  being  absent,  he  requests  me  to  send 
you  the  annexed  documents  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  depositions  of 
Bliss  and  Masterman,  before  they  were  delivered  on  board  the  Wa«p  this 
afternoon,  until  the  minister  can  address  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

JUAN  MANUEL  PALACIOS, 
Chirf  Clerk  in  the  Commanding  OeneraVs  Office. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ifec,  *c.,  &c. 


No.L 
Bear-Admiral  Davis  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  front  of  Angostura,  Paraguay,  December  4,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  apprise  your  exeeUenoy  of  my  arriyal  in  front  of  the  hat- 
teriee  of  Angostura. 

My  object  in  placing  myself  in  personal  intercourse  with  your  exceUenc^  is  to 
request  that  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  the  individuals  arrested  and  detamed  in 
Asoncion,  on  the  10th  day  of  September  last,  may  be  delivered  into  my  keeping,  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  the  United  States. 

It  doem  not  belong  to  me  to  define  or  even  to  consider  the  state  of  these  individuals. 
But  on  this  subject  your  exceUcncy  wiU,  I  do  not  doubts  repose  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice and  friendship  of  the  United  States,  which  has  afibried  your  exceUency  many 
recent  proofs  of  its  respect  and  sympathy. 

Any  papers  your  exceUency  may  be  pleased  to  send  with  these  individuals  wiU  be 
transmitted  to  Washington  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  exoeUency's  most  obedient 
aervMktf 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  the  Naval  Forces 

of  the  United  Stat^  in  the  South  Atlantic. 
His  ExceUency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Bepuhlic  of  Paraguay, 
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No.  3. 

SeaUir  Patadoi  to  Bear-Adaiiral  DavtB. 

[TranaUtioD.] 

Hkadquartebs  at  Piktbtry, 

i>eee»ter5,ld68. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoor  excellency  of  the  receipt  of  the  note  yoo 
have  be^n  pleased  to  address,  under  date  of  yesterday,  to  his  excellency  the  mantuil 
President  of  the  republic,  by  whose  order  I  now  reply  to  your  excellency. 

The  Paraguayan  government,  always  iufluenced  by  the  best  and  nwit  friendly  sen- 
timents towards  the  United  States  of  America,  would  gladly  avail  itself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity in  which,  without  receding  from  ite  sovereignty  and  its  rights,  it  could  offer 
fresh  proofs  of  its  constant  friendsnip ;  but  his  excellency  the  President  regrets  that  it 
is  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  the  delivering  on  the  terms  of  your  excellency  of  the 
accused.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  to  the  keeping  of  your  excellency,  who  if  not  called  apon 
to  define,  or  even  to  consider,  should  not  at  least  concede  from  yourself  the  fact  of  their 
being  criminals,  deeply  committed  in  the  affairs  of  a  horrible  conspiracy — ^very  partica- 
larly  the  former. 

Nevertheless,  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic  would  cheerfully  consent 
to  the  delivery  of  the  criminals,  Bliss  and  Mast'Cnnan,  provided  it  were  requested  in  s 
manner  more  in  conformity  with  the  fact  of  their  being  accomplices  of  Mr.  Washbom, 
and  the  first  intimately  acquainted  with  his  intrigues  in  the  character  of  conspirator 
and  agent  of  the  enemy,  of -which  he  is  now  accused  in  the  national  tribunals,  since 
they  could  be  useful  in  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  American  government,  to 
whose  judgment  he  would  confide  the  above-mentioned  criminals. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

JUAN  MANUEL  PALACIOS, 

CMrf  Military  Secreiary, 

His  Excellency  Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  the  Naval  ForctB  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  South  AflanUc 


No.  3. 

Sear-Admiral  Dains  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Fi^g-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  front  of  Angostura,  Partiguay,  JJeoember  5, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  your  ex- 
cellency in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  your  excellency 
expressi^s  a  wilhngness  to  deliver  to  the  TJnited  States  government,  in  my  keeping,  the 
accused  persons  Bliss  and  Masterman,  mentioned  in  the  said  note,  but  that  your  excel- 
lency objects  to  their  delivery  under  the  terms  of  my  note. 

I  wish  your  excellency  to  believe  that  it  is  no  part  of  my  official  duty  either  to  offer 
or  to  refuse  any  terms  which  wiD  affect  the  alleged  criminal  condition  of  the  two  pe^ 
SOILS  in  question. 

The  papers  accompanying  these  two  persons  will  sufficiently  express  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  the  judgment  of  the  government  of  Paraguay  in  their  cases. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  am  accompanied  by  a  minister 
accredited  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  who,  should  no  difficulties  exist  to  prevent 
it,  will  present  his  credentials. 

Considering  this,  and  the  friendship  of  the  goTemment  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  that  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay,  I  have  to  ask  your  excellency  to  embark 
the  accused  persons  Bliss  and  Masterman  on  board  of  this  vessel,  in  order  that  I  may 
keep  them  m  security,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  whose  justice  and  friendly  sentiment  your  excellency  can  entertain  no  doubt 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  the  present  position  of  this  vessel  is  one  in  which  die 
should  not  be  detaine<l  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Will  your  excellency,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  when  I  may  expect  to  receive 
these  pei-sons  on  board,  or  to  apprise  me  at  the  earliest  moment  that  it  is  not  your  ex- 
cellency's intention  to  send  them  at  all,  if  such  should  be  your  final  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Rear-Admiral  CommantUng  the  Natml  Forf«t 

of  the  United  Slates  in  the  South  AUamtk, 

His  Excellency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 
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No.  4. 

Senor  Paladoe  to  Bear-Admiral  Davia, 

[TraiualAtioii.] 

Headquarters,  Pikysyry,  December  6, 1868. 
Admiral:  His  excellency  the  marshal  President  of  the  republic  directs  me  to  reply 
to  the  communication  of  yesterday's  date  which  he  has  just  received  from  your  excel- 
lency, in  answer  to  a  communication  of  mine  of  the  same  day,  written  also  by  his  ex- 
cellency's command. 

As  to  what  is  said  of  the  form  of  your  excellency's  application  for  the  embarcation 
of  the  criminals  Bliss  and  Masterman,  that  it  never  intended  either  to  offer  or  refuse 
t^nns  which  might  affect  the  criminal  condition  of  the  individuals  in  question,  but  to 
leave  it  well  established  that  this  application  could  not  be  complied  with  in  the  sense 
of  a  reclamation,  but  of  a  graceful  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Para- 
gu&y  tf> wards  that  of  the  United  States  of  America;  if  in  my  answer  your  excellency 
could  find  anything  different,  I  beg  pardon. 

Your  excellency  will  now  permit  me  to  remark  that  I  have  written  nothing  in  that 
communication  which  authorizes  your  excellency  to  believe  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
intention  of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic  not  to  deliver  up  the  crimi- 
nals, Bliss  and  Masterman,  unreservedly. 

I  thought  that  I  had  made  it  distinctly  apparent  that  his  excellency  regretted  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  the  conditions  of  the  first  demand ;  but  since  neither 
a  reclamation  nor  a  demand  is  in  question,  thus  strengthening  my  former  communicar 
tion,  his  excellency  has  g^ven  the  necessary  orders  for  the  delivery  of  thfe  criminals  in  a 
(U)n8piracy,  Bliss  and  Masterman,  on  board  of  your  excellency's  vessel,  that  they  may 
be  securely  retained,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
asking  permission  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  tiieir  entire  non-intercourse  with 
the  belligerent  countries  in  whose  service  the  conspiracy  was  set  on  foot. 

Your  excellency  will  consider  this  application  sufficiently  justified  by  the  actual  state 
of  the  war,  which  has  also  led  your  excellency  to  request  that  you  should  not  be  de- 
tained longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

In  this  respect  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  prosecuting  officers, 
who  have  received  the  orders  of  his  excellency  with  a  recommendation  to  be  orief,  ex- 
pect to  set  through  in  time  for  the  embarcation  of  the  criminals.  Bliss  and  Mastennan, 
by  3  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant,  and  at  the  same  time  they  have  ex- 
pressed a  wish,  which  they  hope  wiU  be  gratified,  that  your  excellency  will  name  one 
or  two  of  your  officers  who  can  witness  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  veritic^i- 
tion  of  the  declarations  of  both  of  the  accused  in  the  case. 

His  excellency  the  President  thanks  your  excellency  for  the  information  that  you  are 
a^'companied  by  a  minister  accredited  to  this  republic,  the  presentation  of  whose  cre- 
dentials the  minister  will  be  pleaaed  to  arrange  at  his  convenience  in  the  customary 
form. 

I  profit  by  the  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JUAN  MANUEL  PALACIOS, 

Chief  Militarii  Secretary, 

His  Excellency  Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  South  Atlantic. 


Bear- Admiral  Davie  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Wasp,  (4th  rate,) 

In  front  of  Angostura,  Paraguay,  December  7, 1868, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
6th  instant. 

In  obedience  to  your  excellency's  wishes  I  shall  appoint  two  superior  officers,  one  of 
them  the  chief  of  my  staff,  to  witness  the  verification  of  the  declaration  of  the  accused, 
Bliss  and  Masterman,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  the  accused  on  board  of  my  flag- 
ship at  the  time  appointed  by  your  excellency. 

These  officers  will  bo  at  your  excellency's  command  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  exceUency's  most  obedient  ser- 
vant. 

C..H.  DAVIS, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  the  Naval  Forces 

of  the  United  States  in  the  South  Atlantic 

His  Excellency  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez, 

Presid^t  of  the  Bepublic  of  Paraguay. 
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[TranalatioiL] 
Depo9iUon  of  the  aoetued,  George  Frederick  Maaierman,  made  om  thelM  of  Septewiher, 

Says  he  haa  resided  seven  years  in  Asuncion,  where  he  was  engaged  by  the  goveni- 
meut  as  apothecary,  and  continued  the  business  till  September;  that  he  was  arrested 
for  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  city,  in  not  giving  up  lett^s 
directed  to  Dr.  Rhind,  that  should  have  passed  through  the  poet  of&ce;  that  be  iB  i 
Protestant  in  religious  belief. 

Says  the  minister  of  the  Uuit'ed  States  procured  his  release  in  September  to  atUatd 
his  lady  in  her  confinement,  and  Doctor  Rhind,  who  is  also  an  Engushman  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Paraguay,  having  told  him  that  the  ^vemment  would  not  prosecute  him,  he 
remained  in  Mr.  Washburn's  family  as  physician,  and  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  the 
legation  in  the  second  court  of  the  house. 

Believes  he  was  imprisoned  because  suspected  of  knowing  of  a  conspiracy  in  the 
city ;  that  Dr.  Carreras  told  him,  when  he  went  to  live  at  the  legation  in  Febroary,  tt  the 
time  the  enemy  s  iron-clads  came  up,  that  the  war  was  nearly  over,  and  a  revolation  wai 
organizing  to  put  an  end  to  it  and  establish  a  more  liberal  government ;  that  a  commit- 
tee of  eminent  men  had  been  chosen  to  form  it,  but  he  did  not  say  who  they  were,  or 
give  the  plans  of  the  new  government ;  and  he  heard  Carreras  and  Rodri|^ez,  both  d 
whom  were  in  the  legation,  talk  to  Minister  Washburn  about  the  conspiracy,  and  he 
heard  them  say  that  Washburn  was  interested  in  it,  and  intended  to  act  with  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  revolution ;  and  he  had  often  heard  the  minister  say  that  Looei 
was  no  general,  for  he  lost  many  men  for  want  of  skill  and  by  mismanagement,  and  it 
would  be  well  to  change  the  government,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  Says  that  wbea 
Dr.  Carrera  spoke  to  bun  of  the  revolution,  he  invited  him  to  take  part  in  the  con- 
spiracy, but  he  gave  him  an  evasive  answer,  and  said  he  thought  a  change  of  goTem- 
ment  would  produce  beneficial  results^  yet  he  did  not  wish  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
revolution. 

That  the  minister  was  constantly  lamenting  that  he  could  not  make  money  in  the 
country ;  only  a  few  days  previous  to  the  deponent's  arrest,  speaking  of  the  war,  the 
minister  said:  "  I  could  be  of  great  service  to  Lopez  by  bringing  about  a  peace  with  the 
enemy,  and  I  would  do  it  if  only  the  marshal  would  treat  me  well  f  and  the  deponent 
understood  this  to  mean  a  good  sum  of  monev,  for  the  minist-er  is  very  covetoas,  and 
complained  that  the  government  of  Paraguay  had  never  given  him  anything  but  a  kw 
bales  of  native  tea. 

Mr.  Bliss  was  also  mixed  up  with  the  revolution,  and  always  spoke  oontemptnoulT 
of  Paraguay  and  in  favor  or  the  revolutionary  movemrait,  but  deponent  cannot  sa? 
what  part  lie  would  have  taken,  for  he  did  not  often  converse  with  him,  bein^  mneh 
occupied  with  his  scientific  researches.  Previous  to  the  evacuation  Bliss  lived  m  front 
of  the  legation,  and  only  came  there  in  March,  with  Mr.  Manlove,  another  North  Amefi- 
can  who  lived  near  the  legation,  and  had  been  arrested  for  riding  in  the  streets  after 
the  order  of  evacuation,  and  also  another  time  for  opening  the  house  of  Mr.  Nardso 
Lasserre,  a  Frenchman,  without  giving  notice  to  the  police,  and  taking  some  things 
out  of  it  after  the  evacuation.  Mr.  Bliss  was  then  at  the  legation  and  passed  his  time 
in  teaching  Mr.  Rodriguez  English,  rooming  with  him  and  Carreras,  and  in  transUtani 
the  notes  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  into  English,  said  notes  being  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  asvlum  in  the  legation,  and  about  persons  engaged  in  the  conspiracy  to  stop  the 
war  and  ibrm  a  new  government  for  the  republic. 

That  on  the  10th  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  going  out,  Minv- 
ter  Washburn  called  Mr.  Bliss  aside  and  spoke  to  him  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  »nd 
then  told  the  deponent  what  he  had  said  to  Dr.  Carreras  and  Rodriguez,  and  charged 
him  not  to  say  anything  about  it ;  the  minister  appeared  excited  and  anxious. 

All  he  knows  about  the  affairs  of  the  American  legation  is  what  Mr.  Washburn  toM 
liim,  as  follows : 

That  soon  after  the  minister's  visit  last  year  to  the  enemy's  camp,  under  pretext  of 
effecting  a  compromise  with  the  allies,  and  thus  bring  about  peace,  ne  told  him  it  ww 
all  a  sham,  as  he  went  to  see  which  side  would  give  him  the  most  money.  CaxiM 
offered  him  20,000  gold  ounces,  ($340,000,)  but  he  thought  Paraguay  would  offer  more; 
but  disappointed  there,  he  was  inclined  to  favor  the  allies :  and  lor  that  purpose  went  to 
Bee  Caxius  to  inform  him  of  the  situation  in  Paraguav,  and  advise  him  to  take  his  forces 
by  Encarnacion  to  make  an  attack,  so  as  to  avoid  Humaita ;  but  Caxias  said  he  w» 
afraid  to  do  it  without  the  support  of  the  squadron.  Washburn  then  asked  him  why 
he  did  not  attack  Humaita  with  his  ii'on-clads;  Caxias  said  he  was  afriud  of  torpedoe*; 
the  minister  said  he  would  show  him  how  to  make  a  machine  to  cat<;h  the  torpedoes 
without  risk ;  Caxias  accepted  the  offer,  and  the  minister  instructed  him  how  to  make  the 
machln  e.  Some  ti  me  afterwards  the  minister  told  him  he  had  received  a  note  from  Caxitf 
saying  the  machine  was  successful.  The  minister  also  expressed  his  surprise  that  troope 
were  not  sent  by  way  of  Mato  Grosso,  as  it  would  produce  such  a  fright  that  the  citr 
could  easily  be  captured. 
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The  deponent  did  not  see  the  letters  Caxias  wrote  to  the  minister,  hut  the  latter 
told  him  they  were  ahont  the  war  and  his  promises  to  aid  the  allies ;  and  this  was  why 
Washburn  took  such  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  revolutionary  committee 
compoeed  of  Doctor  Carreras,  Rodriguez,  Beni|;uo  Lopez,  Jos6  Berges,  and  Saturnine 
Bedoya,  with  Bliss  and  Coriolano  Marques  as  his  assistants  in  trying  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war  and  set  up  a  new  government.  The  minister  said  he  always  oumed  the  letters 
firom  Caxias. 

One  afternoon  in  March,  while  the  minister  was  walking  in  the  hall  of  the  house 
with  the  deponent  and  Mr.  Menk^,  the  secretary  of  the  legation,  he  said  to  them :  ^'  Do 
jou  know  there  is  a  plot  to  assassinate  Marshal  Lopez,  and  end  the  war  f  Some  daring 
men  are  to  go  to  his  camp  with  some  message  and  then  kill  him,  while  the  revolution- 
aiy  flag  is  to  be  hoisted  in  the  capital.''  The  conversation  was  here  interrupted,  and 
we  heard  no  more  about  the  assassination  conspiracy. 

The  deponent  did  not  hear  from  Washburn  directly  what  sum  of  money  he  was  to 
get,  but  he  heard  him  say  to  hin  wife,  one  night,  in  the  parlor,  that  Benigno  Lopez  had 
offered  him  2,000  ounces  of  gold,  and  much  more  in  bills,  for  his  aid  in  the  revolution. 

Besides  those  mentioned  as  engaged  in  the  revolution,  deponent  says  there  were  Mr. 
Menk^  the  secretarv;  Vasconcdlos;  LeitejPereira;  Fidansa  and  Antonio  Rebandi; 
whom  he  often  heard  spoken  of  as  engaged  in  it. 

The  minister  said  he  was  in  favor  ot  making  Carlos  Saguier  president  of  the  republic 
becaose  he  was  a  Paraguayan :  but  the  other  foreigners  were  in  favor  of  Count  de  £u. 

On  the  25th  September  the  deposition  was  continued  as  follows : 

Minister  Washoum  always  blamed  the  French  consul  for  sympathizing  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Paraguay,  and  even  called  him  a  fool  when  he  drank  to  the  health  of  Lopez ; 
ridiculed  him  for  quitting  the  city  when  the  proclamation  for  evacuation  was  issued ; 
said  the  government  could  not  compel  him  to  leave,  and  he  was  simple  for  obeying  the 
order ;  and  showed  that  he  thought  more  of  his  hide  (meaning  his  skin)  than  he  did 
of  the  honor  of  the  l^^nch  nation ;  that  he  was  a  drunken  oeast,  uneducated,  and 
entirely  disqualified  to  represent  worthily  a  great  nation  like  that  of  France. 

JToTE. — ^The  prosecuting  attorney  allowed  Greorge  Masterman  to  write  to  his  mother 
m  England.    The  translation  of  the  letter  is  as  fmlows : 

'<  September  12, 186a 
"My  Dear  Mother:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  instant,  sent  through  Mr.  Wash- 
bum,  I  mentioned  the  terrible  conspiracy  to  destroy  the  government  of  Paraguay  and 
its  President,  who  by  his  skill  and  bravery  in  this  war  hs^  defied  the  power  of  Brazil 
and  gained  a  reputation  unexampled  in  America.  The  conspiracy  was  suggested  and 
chieny  arraDged  by  Mr.  Washburn,  who  was  in  league  with  the  enemy.  As  I  was  living 
in  his  house  I  could  not  help  hearing  about  it ;  and  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  denounce  him 
to  the  government,  but  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  make  up  for  the  neglect.  I  have  can- 
didly confessed  all  I  know  of  this  terrible  business ;  and  I  hope  I  wUl  be  pardoned  by 
the  President.  I  hope  my  life  may  be  spared,  so  I  may  see  you  again. 
**  Your  affectionate  son, 

"GEORGE." 
On  the  7th  of  October  the  examination  was  continued,  and  the  deponent  declared  as 
follows : 

Washburn  said  he  hoped  to  save  the  deponent  by  taking  him  away  with  him  ;  but 
when  his  passport  was  made  out  without  deponent's  name  being  included,  the  minister 
advised  him  to  declare  his  innocence  of  all  complicity  in  the  conspiracy,  and  to  sign 
no  paper  that  he  had  not  read,  for  there  was  no  faith  to  be  put  in  the  tribunals  of  the 
country ;  and  the  deponent  promised  to  do  as  Washburn  advised  him. 

One  day,  when  Washburn,  Bliss,  and  the  deponent  were  together  in  the  dining-room, 
the  former  said  he  supposed  his  Congress  would  order  his  conduct  to  be  inquired  into, 
and  he  hoped  the  two  gentlemen. would  ^ve  proper  testimony ;  and  then,  turning  to 
Bliss,  said. :  "  As  yon  are  living  with  me  hke  a  brother,  and  know  all  about  my  affairs, 
your  evidence  will  be  very  important."  And  then  Washburn  proposed  to  Bliss  to  pub- 
lish the  work  he  had  written  on  the  Indians  and  their  languages,  and  promised  to  eulo- 
gixe  him  in  the  introduction  he  intended  to  write  for  the  book,  and  laud  him  as  a  man 
of  talent  and  capability.  The  three  houses  mentioned,  belonging  to  Luis  Tara,  were 
rented  by  Charles  Ulrich,  a  German.  The  deponent  went  to  live  m  them  with  Manlove 
beeaoHe  the  English  engineers  had  taken  the  house  where  he  formerly  lived,  and  subse- 
quently Mr.  Bliss  came  to  live  with  him.  He  did  not  know  what  Washburn  had  to 
do  with  the  houses,  but  he  heard  Mr.  Menk6,  the  secretary,  say  that  Ulrich  had  made  a 
written  agreement  with  Washburn  to  extend  the  protection  of  his  flag  over  the  house*, 
and  it  waa  done.  As  deponent  was  physician  to  the  legation,  where  Washburn  had 
invited  him  to  come,  with  the  promise  to  attach  him  formally,  he  was  always  treated 
as  a  member  of  the  le|cation,  in  official  notes,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  being  demanded 
by  the  public  authonries  to  answer  a  charge  of  complicity  in  the  conspiracy.  But,  in 
reality,  Mr.  Washburn  treate^l  him  with  contempt,  afterwards  abused  nim,  and  finally 
drove  him  from  the  house.    If  Washburn  did  keep  him  at  the  legation,  it  was  only  to 
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prevent  him  from  being  tried  publicly ^  and  then  hiB  confession  would  tell  all  about  the 
conspiracy  in  which  Washburn  was  engaged. 

On  the  27th  or  28th  September  he  went  to  Mr.  Washbnm^s  house  to  attend  his  wife  m 
confinement,  and  Mr.  Washburn  said  if  he  would  live  there  he  would  make  him  sur- 
geon of  the  legation,  and  he  agreed  to  remain ;  but,  so  long  as  be  was  in  the  house,  he 
never  was  treated  as  attach^  to  the  legation.  From  the  very  first  day  Washburn 
treated  him  as  meanly  as  a  servant.  One  day,  when  talking  of  certain  American  cus- 
toms, the  deponent  ridiculed  some  of  them,  more  in  jest  than  in  earnest,  and  Mr.  Wash- 
burn became  very  angry,  and  deponent  left  him  to  become  quiet. 

He  called  to  see  Mr.  Wasliburn  the  next  day,  and  said  to  him,  "  You  were  too  axifc^^ 
yesterday  when  conversing  with  me  to  weijjh  your  words ;  I  hope  you  think  differently 
of  me  to-day ."  To  which  Washburn  replied*  "  No,  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion." 
Then  deponent  said,  "Then  I  am  to  blame,  and,  having  found  out  how  sensitive  you 
are,  I  will  behave  differently  hereafter,  to  avoid  disputes." 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Washburn  went  to  Mr.  Manlove's  house  and  said  to  him,  "I  hav* 
treated  Masterman  badly,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  cannot  apologize ;  you  must  do 
it  for  me."    Mr.  Manlove  told  me  that  the  same  day. 

Deponent  went  that  evening  to  sup  with  Doctor  Rhind,  and  told  him  about  Wash- 
burn, saying  he  was  so  irritable  a  man  ho  wa«  sorry  he  went  to  live  at  his  house. 
Khind  said,  yes,  Washburn  was  a  coarse,  uncivil  man,  but  as  deponent  was  there  he 
had  better  stay.  Deponent  consented  to  stay  only  till  he  could  get  some  situation 
under  the  government,  for  he  had  no  other  way  to  live.  After  this  deponent  was  never 
on  good  terras  with  Washburn,  but  continued  to  live  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  hons<; 
till  November,  when  Washburn  antt  his  family  went  to  live  in  Satumino  Bedoya's 
house,  in  Trinidad,  and  deponent  made  two  professional  visits  per  week  to  the  family 
there. 

About  two  weeks  before  the  evacuation  of  the  city  Washburn  returned  from  Trini- 
dad with  his  family,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  the  legation.  Mrs.  Washburn  said 
she  hated  to  leave  Trinidad,  as  she  expected  to  remain  there  till  ready  to  quit  the  coon- 
try,  but  she  had  to  leave  on  account  of  Madam  Juana  Carrillos.  It  was  then  that  depo- 
nent lelt  the  legation  and  went  to  live  with  Mr.  Bliss,  not  far  off,  and  again  in  another 
house,  in  the  same  square.  While  he  was  there  the  evacuation  of  the  city  took  plar«*, 
and  the  English  machinists  took  refuge  in  Mr.  Washburn's  house.  There  were  eight 
men  and  their  families,  six  women  and  a  dozen  children,  in  the  house ;  and,  as  there 
wa«  no  room,  he  had  to  move  elsewhere. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Washburn  invited  him  to  breakfast,  and  introduced  him  to  Doctor 
Carreras,  whom  he  had  never  seen,  and  to  Rodriguez,  whom  he  knew  only  by  sight. 
Mrs.  Washburn  and  the  four  men  wore  at  table,  when  Mr.  W^ashbum  told  his  wife  that 
one  of  the  English  machinists,  with  his  wife,  refused  to  live  with  the  others  becan^se 
they  were  low  and  vulgar  people.  The  deponent  thought  this  singular,  as  he  had  lived 
with  them,  and  found  them  to  be  very  respectable  people. 

Mr.  Washburn  must  have  misunderstood  what  was  said,  for,  on  leaving  the  table,  he 
said  to  deponent  angrily,  "So  you  think  Benjamin  Franklin  ought  not  to  have  taken  a 
seat  in  presence  of  George  III,"  meaning  to  place  the  machinists  above  deiM>nent.  who 
replied,  "On  the  contrary,  sir,  I  think  iTanklin  greater  than  any  king  in^the  worliL" 

Afterwards,  while  walking  in  the  garden,  Washburn  came  up  to  the  deiioueut  and 
said  angrily,  "Mr.  Masterman,  I  will  bear  no  such  remarks  as  you  made  at  table;"  and 
deponent  replied,  "I  did  not  intend  to  offend  you  by  my  remarks."  "  Yes,  you  grum- 
bled because  I  put  you  with  the  arsenal  nieu ;  if  you  are  better  thau  they  are,  the  wKiuer 
you  leave  my  house  the  better."  Deponent  attempted  an  explanation,  but  the  mini.^er 
would  not  listen  to  him,  and  ordered  him  away.  Deponent  then  said:  "I  will  go,  for 
Mr.  Manlove  invited  me  to  stay  with  him,  and  I  will  take  this  opiwrtunity  to  tell  him 
you  have  treated  me  most  shamefully.  You  have  done  this  because  I  am  iH>or  «>ud  in 
your  power;  if  I  were  in  other  circu instances  you  would  not  dare  to  treat  me  «o.^ 

Just  then  one  of  the  nuicliinists  passed  and  deponent  Jiskod  him  if  he  hml  not  treat*^ 
him  respectfully-  and  the  machinist  said,  certainly ;  and  then  deponent  began  to  move 
his  baggage  to  tlie  connir  house. 

Early  the  next  day  Manlove  came  to  deponent  and  said  he  Inwl  rented  two  rooms  of 
Ulrich,  and  laid  out  three  hundred  dollars  for  beef,  pork,  and  fowls,  and  if  he  wonld  pay 
half  of  it,  he  would  give  him  a  room  where  he  could  read  at  his  ease.  Deponent  aceept^l 
the  offer  and  did  not  see  Washburn  for  Hfteen  days,  when  he  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  W., 
who  was  unwell. 

During  this  time,  Anabella  Casal,  a  Paraguayan,  and  friend  of  Mrs.  W.,  was  living 
at  the  legation,  and  as  Parodi  had  treated  her  badly  when  she  was  sick,  deponent  was 
called  to  visit  her. 

A  short  time  afterwards  W^a.shbuni  came  to  Manlove's  door,  where  Bliss  and  depiv 
nent  were  sitting,  and  said  to  the  latter:  "  When  I  want  your  services  I  will  send  for 
you  ;  till  then  you  need  not  enter  my  house  again. "  Deponent  replied :  "  It  was  pity 
for  Anabella  that  brought  me  before,  and  as  she  is*  not  your  serviuit,  I  aupposed  she 
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hid  a  rigbt  to  send  for  whom  she  pleased  ;  however,  I  will  do  as  you  bid.  ^    Washburn 
had  abrrady  engaged  Parodi  to  attend  to  the  sick  in  his  family. 
The  next  day  deponent  sent  this  note : 

**  Mr.  Masterman  presents  his  oompliments  to  Mr.  Washburn,  and  would  thank  him 
to  pay  the  subjoined  account. " 

The  aooonnt  was  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  more  or  less,  for  attending  Basel, 
a  serrant,  who  had  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  other  sick  in  his  bouse.  The  note  wan 
sealed  with  wax. 
Washbnrn  sent  this  open  note  back  by  Scotty,  his  English  servant : 
"^Mr.  Waahbum  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Master  man  that  he  wants  the  room  he 
occnpies,  and  begs  he  will  quit  it  with  all  his  things  before  four  o'clock  this  afterno<m  ; 
for  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  insolence  of  a  vulgar,  ignorant,  pitiful  pill  pedlar;  and 
as  to  the  account  sent,  he  must  inform  Mr.  Masterman  that  he  owes  him  ten  times  an 
ranch. " 

Washbnrn  had  the  brutality  to  read  that  insulting  letter  to  three  of  the  English 
machinists — ^Watts,  Eden,  and  NeAvton — before  sending  it,  and  told  them  if  Masterman 
did  not  instantly  leave  his  house,  he  would  send  for  the  police  and  have  him  put  out. 

As  soon  as  deponent  got  the  letter,  he  went  to  Manlove  to  show  it  to  him  and  ask 
hhn  if  the  house  was  his  or  Washburn's.  Manlove  was  fuiious  on  reading  the  letter; 
Haid  the  house  was  his,  and  deponent  should  not  be  driven  out ;  and  then  went  to 
Washburn's  room,  where  denonent  heard  them  talking  loudly  for  half  an  hour.  When 
Manlove  came  back  he  told  deponent  he  could  not  nelp  him  and  he  would  have  to 
leave,  for  Washburn  had  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  Ulrich  to  rent  the  cor- 
ner house,  and  of  course  it  belouge<l  to  the  legation. 

Washburn  took  a  ride  that  evening  on  horseback,  and  on  his  return  he  sent  for  Man- 
love and  said  to  him,  that  if  Masterman  left  the  house  he  would  certainly  be  sent  to 
jail,  as  he  had  no  permit  to  appear  in  the  street ;  and  therefore  he  had  bett<;r  stay  in 
the  hoQse,  bat  under  the  express  condition  to  keep  in  his  room.  Deponent  was  obliged 
to  accept  these  hard  conditions,  and  remained  in  his  room  for  two  months. 

Deponent  next  day  wrote  to  Doctor  Rhind  and  told  him  all  that  had  happened. 
Rhind  came  t-o  the  city  the  next  day  to  see  the  minister,  who  quarreled  with  him  too,  and 
ordered  him  out  of  his  house.  Then  deponent  told  Doctor  Rhind  of  his  grievances,  and 
begged  him  to  speak  to  the  Vice-President  ab(mt  his  case,  or  write  to  Doctor  Stewart 
and  get  him  a  situation  in  the  general  hospital  as  surgeon.  Doctor  Rhind  tell  sick 
abont  that  time  and  could  not  attend  to  business. 

About  three  weeks  after,  Washburn  broke  with  Manlove  about  the  comer  house ; 
each  claiming  the  property.    Both  were  drunk  at  the  time. 

After  this  deponent  spoke  to  Manlove  and  advised  him  to  write  to  Washburn  the 
next  day  an<l  try  to  make  up  with  him.  Manlove  did  write  very  p<ilitely,  and  Wash- 
barn  answered  rudely  and  told  him  to  leave  the  house ;  and  as  he  had  the  keys  of 
Lasserre's  house,  with  license  to  enter  it,  he  had  better  go  there  and  live. 

Manlove  then  wrote  to  the  minister  and  begged  him  to  get  iKTmission  from  the  police 
to  live  in  Lasserre's  house.  Washburn  said  he  would  do  no  such  thing.  80  the  next 
day  Manlove  attempted  to  move  into  Lasserre's  houst)  and  was  arrested  for  it. 

After  this,  de|>onent  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Washburn,  until  be  sent  for  him  to 
«ee  his  sick  daughter,  who  was  growing  worse  under  Parodi's  treatment.  On  reaching 
the  honse  Mr.  Washburn  extended  his  hand,  but  deponent  reluMed  to  take  it,  and  did 
not  make  up  with  him  until  he  was  simimoned  by  the  court  to  be  tried  for  conspiracy. 
Two  (lays  after  the  first  note,  while  dei>oneut  was  supping  with  Meink  and  Bliss,  Wash- 
bum  came  in  and  asked  Bliss  if  he  had  given  Mast^Tuian  the  notice.  D«*iH>ut'nt  asked 
what  notice  ;  and  Washburn  said  deponent  and  Bliss  were  to  be  tried  by  tli«'  national 
government  for  conspiracy ;  that  he  had  not  told  them  of  it  sooner,  bt'cauHo  Master- 
man  was  not  well,  and  ho  thought  he  might  die  if  confinetl  in  a  close  jail.  The  depo- 
nent tnen  said  he  hoped  Mr.  Washburn  would  send  his  microscope  to  his  hister,  as 
a  memento,  if  he  was  executed ;  and  Mr.  Washburn  said,  whatfoolisuness  to  be  talking 
about  microscopes  when  your  life  is  in  danger!  The  instrument  is  worth  four  buudred 
pataamfHy  or  sixty  pounds  sterling,  replied  dei»onent,  and  I  have  had  it  with  me  half  my 
life.  The  minister  said  he  would  maKe  no  such  promise,  for  he  did  not  know  if  ho  would 
get  out  of  the  country  alive. 

That  same  night  Mr.  Washburn  aske4  deponent  what  he  intended  to  do ;  if  he  would 
leave  the  legation  ;  and  denonent  replied,  that  as  he  had  taken  no  active  part  in  the 
eonspiracy,  he  would  ^ive  uimself  up  to  the  authorities,  and  Bliss  ought  to  do  so  foo, 
for  there  was  no  American  vessel  in  the  river  to  help  them.  Then  turning  to  Bliss,  he 
Aaid,  and  what  are  you  going  to  do  f  Bliss  said  he  was  going  to  stay  where  he  was  as 
long  as  he  could.  Washburn  then  said  if  they  would  remain  in  the  legation  he  would 
«ay  officially  that  they  were  members  of  the  legation,  and  they  might  be  saved  in  that 
way.  To  this  the  deponent  replied  that  as  his  name  was  not  on  the  tii-st  list,  it  was 
too  late  to  put  it  on  now ;  but  Washburn  insisted  it  was  through  mistake,  and  not 
intentionally,  that  his  name  was  not  put  down  at  first  as  a  member  of  tlio  legation. 
On  another  occasion  Washburn  told  Bliss  and  deponent  he  would  make  a  serious 
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proposition  to  the  goyemmeiit  for  them,  which  was  that  they  should  be  kept  at  tlie 
legation  until  some  American  war  vessel  could  carry  them  to  Buenos  Ayresuid  deliver 
them  to  the  respective  admirals  of  their  nations.  Both  accepted  the  proposal  at  oncef 
and  promised  to  do  as  the  minister  told  them  while  his  word  was  pledged  to  the  gov- 
ernment to  keep  them  in  his  house. 

They  remained  fifteen  days  in  the  house  under  arrest,  until  the  minister  received  a 
note  from  the  government  saying  his  proposition  would  not  be  accepted. 

After  this  Washburn  became  reserved  towards  deponent  and  Bliss,  but  continued  to 
make  them  believe  he  would  try  to  save  them  by  including  them  in  his  passport  and 
thus  taking  them  out  of  the  country. 

From  that  time  Washburn  showed  great  anxiety  to  get  out  of  the  country,  and  even 
expressed  the  fear  that  his  house  and  papers  might  be  suddenly  examined  by  the  police. 

Deponent  asked  several  times  to  send  a  message  to  the  English  minister,  but  Wash- 
bum  paid  no  attention  to  his  request,  and  Bliss  was  scarcely  noticed  by  him. 

Finally  Mr.  Washburn  received  his  passport,  and  found  that  both  Bliss  and  the 
deponent  were  excluded  from  it.  He  then  said  he  would  do  all  he  could  for  him;  thai 
he  intended  to  tell  all  of  the  foreign  ministers  in  Buenos  Ayres  of  the  persecution  of 
foreigners,  and  try  to  induce  them  to  do  something  for  them.  As  soon  as  he  got  up  an 
excit-ement  against  Paraguay,  he  would  go  to  the  United  States,  for  there  was  to  be  an 
election  there  for  President  in  the  autumn,  and  if  General  Grant,  his  intimate  friend, 
was  elected,  the  disturbances  in  Paraguay  would  certainly  be  settled  satisfactorily, 
meaning  those  imprisoned  for  conspiracy  would  be  released  and  satisfaction  be  demanded 
for  grievances. 

After  detailing  here  all  the  mistreatments,  slights,  and  insults  from  Washburn,  in 
return  for  services  willingly  rendered,  deponent  declares,  that  so  far  from  eigoying  the 

Erivileges  of  a  member  of  the  legation,  as  Washburn  asserts  he  did,  he  was  usm  hy 
im  for  his  professional  services,  and  treated  most  shamefully,  as  is  seen  in  every  part 
of  this  candid  confession  he  has  made  in  satisfaction  to  justice  and  in  respect  to  tnith. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  when  formally  questioned  and  asked  if  he  acknowledged 
the  foregoing  deposition  to  be  his  words  and  the  signature  at  the  bottom  his  hud- 
writing,  he  answered  and  said  that  what  he  had  heard  read  was  his  deposition,  made 
before  the  court  of  justice  in  confession  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  tne  conspiracy 
ag^nst  the  country  and  tlie  supreme  government.  He  affirms  and  ratifies  all  he  has 
said,  but  makes  this  explanation  of  what  he  declared  on  the  11th  of  September,  namelv, 
that  Caxias  offered  Washburn  twenty  thousand  ounces  of  gold.  This  offer  was  made 
to  Washburn  before  his  return  to  this  country,  and  while  he  was  at  Corrientes,  by  one 
of  Caxias^s  officers,  who  used  these  terms : 

**  Mr.  Washburn,  your  exoenses  here  must  be  very  great,  living  as  you  do  with  your 
lady  and  servants  in  a  hotel  all  the  time  you  stay  here.  You  wifi  allow  us  to  payyoor 
expenses ;  we  can  furnish  you  all  you  want ;  the  empire  is  rich  enough  to  place  twenty 
thousand  ounces  of  gold  at  your  disposal.^ 

This  is  precisely  what  Washburn  told  the  deponent  ^  and  he  also  declares  that  all  he 
has  said  m  answer  to  charges  against  him  for  criminal  complicitv  in  a  conspiracy 
against  the  government  is  true,  and  he  affirms  it  to  be  the  truth  of  what  occurred;  says 
the  signatures  at  the  foot  of  each  interrogatory  are  his ;  that  the  names  and  sumamet 
are  correct,  and  the  writing  is  that  which  he  uses  in  all  his  papers  and  written  con- 
tracts and  agrciements. 

Another  new  ratification  made  on  the  8th  of  December,  as  follows :  And  again 
appeared  Mr.  George  F.  Masterman  to  ratify  the  deposition  he  had  made  and  in  pres- 
ence of  F.  M.  Ramsey,  commander  in  the  American  navy,  W.  A.  Kirkland,  lieutenant 
on  the  gunboat  Wasp,  who  were  sent  by  Rear- Admiral  C.  H.  Davis,  commander  of  the 
South  Atlantic  squadron  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  before  the  undersigned, notary 
public,  confirmed  all  he  had  said  as  the  truth. 

G.  F.  MASTERMAN. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  put  our  hands  and  seals  to  the  above  instrument. 

JusTo  Roman. 

Fidel  Maiz. 

Francis  M.  Ramsey. 

W.  A.  Kirkland. 

DONATO  GAMARA,  AW«rf. 

Camp  at  Pikysyry,  December  9, 1868. 


DeposiHoM  of  Porter  ComeUMS  BUts. 

[TransIatioD.] 

On  the  17th  September  he  declared  as  follows : 

It  is  true  he  knew  of  the  revolution  and  took  part  in  it ;  and  he  proceeds  to  state  1 
he  was  induced  to  engage  in  the  infamous  conspiracy. 
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The  first  time  Washburn  came  here  a«  miniBter,  which  was  before  the  war,  he  was 
mdifferent  to  Paraguay ;  bnt  he  soon  began  to  hate  the  country  because  he  did  not 
gQcceed  in  getting  the  Lite  President  to  recognize  the  old  Hopkins  claim,  amounting  to 
ft  large  sum  of  money. 

It  was  by  the  influence  of  the  Hopkins  Company  that  Washburn  was  first  appointed 
minister  to  Paraguay;  he  had  instructions  to  prosecute  the  Hopkins  claim,  and  he 
brought  Bond,  the  agent  of  the  company,  along  with  him.  When  Washburn  found 
out  he  could  get  no  money  out  of  the  Paraguayan  government,  he  conceived  a  hate  for 
the  late  President,  and  blamed  the  present  marshal  for  influencing  his  father  to  reject 
the  claims. 

Wasbbom  had  a  difficulty  with  the  late  President  about  a  passport  to  visit  some 
distant  provinces,  which  was  refused  him.  He  then  wrote  to  tne  minister  of  foreign 
relations,  and  tried  to  break  otT  diplomatic  relations,  as  he  confessed  to  this  deponent. 
This  fact  is  mentioned  to  show  tne  quarrelsome  nature  of  Washburn,  who  tried  to 
create  international  disturbances  for  so  slight  a  cause.  The  passport  aflair  was  after- 
wards settled  amicably. 

About  a  year  before  the  war  the  President  requested  Washburn  to  send  to  the  United 
States  and  purchase  for  him  samples  of  the  beat  lire-arms  and  implements  of  war,  for  the 
pormkse  of  equipping  the  national  army. 

Washburn  undertook  this  commission  and  received  several  thousand  dollars  on 
account ;  but,  under  pretence  of  writing  for  his  American  agent,  who  would  soon  reach 
Buenos  Ayres,  as  he  said,  he  delayed  the  business  for  many  months. 

In  January,  1865,  when  he  left  Asuncion  for  the  United  States,  he  took  an  order  on 
Felix  Effuzquiza,  Paraguay  consul  at  Buenos  Ayres,  for  several  thousand  dollars,  which 
be  Raid  his  agent  used  in  the  United  States  to  purcnase  the  arms ;  and  he  told  deponent 
be  drew  one  thousand  dollars  over  the  sum  spent  for  the  arms.  The  arms  did  not  come, 
and  thus  Washburn  caused  the  government  to  lose  a  precious  year,  in  which  time  the 
arms  could  have  been  purchasetfin  this  market.  When  he  took  leave  of  the  President 
to  return  to  the  United  States,  he  spent  two  hours  with  him  and  promised  to  do  won- 
derful things  for  Paragimy;  but  we  never  heard  of  his  promises  afterwards.  The 
President  abo  asked  him  to  see  Candio  Bareyro,  the  Paraguay  minister  in  London,  on 
his  way,  and  make  a  true  statement  of  the  situation  in  prospect  of  a  war  with  Brazil. 
Washburn  did  execute  this  commission,  but  in  a  very  singular  way  ;  a  commission  for 
Bareyro,  as  minister  to  the  United  States,  was  given  to  him  to  deliver  to  its  address ;  on 
the  delivery,  he  advised  Bareyro  not  to  go  to  the  United  States,  because  he  could  do 
nothing  there,  as  he  knew  by  his  official  correspondence  with  the  government.  Thus 
advised  by  Washburn,  Bareyro  did  not  go  on  his  mission. 

When  Washburn  started  home,  he  did  not  intend  to  fetum  to  Paraguay,  but  expected 
to  get  some  better  x>osition,  more  to  his  taste ;  but  President  Lincoln's  sudden  death 
depriving  him  of  that  hope,  he  had  to  come  back  to  Paraguay.  Finding  himself  com- 
pelled to  do  this,  he  delayed  as  long  as  he  could,  making  mvor  with  both  sides,  so  as  to 
serve  his  designs. 

When  he  got  back  to  Paraguay  the  second  time,  he  pretended  to  be  very  angry  with 
the  allies  for  detaining  him,  and  boasted  that  he  had  to  run  the  blockade.  While 
encouraging  the  government  of  Paraguay,  he  told  his  friends  that  it  would  soon  be 
destroyed  by  the  superior  forces  of  the  sdlies.  He  often  expressed  contempt  for  the 
Brazilians,  and  said  any  other  nation  would  have  conquered  by  this  time.  Every  day 
be  would  exclaim,  ''What  in  the  devil  are  those  Brazilians  doing  that  they  do  not 
advance  f " 

During  the  six  or  eight  months  that  he  delayed  down  the  river,  he  received  four 
thousand  dollars  a  month  from  Octaviano,  by  arrangement  with  Polidoro,  to  detain 
him  as  long  as  the  allies  desired.  This  agreement  was  with  the  consent  of  Bartolom6 
Mitre,  then  commander-in-chief  of  the  afiied  armies ;  but  as  he  had  no  funds,  he  was 
a  silenf  partner,  and  let  the  Brazilians  operate  with  their  money. 

Hie  SIX  or  eight  months  that  Washburn  staid  waa  just  the  time  reckoned  by  the 
Brazilians  for  the  conquest  of  Paraguay ;  but  the  series  of  disasters  like  those  of  the 
84th  of  May  at  Rogue  creek,  the  Ilth  of  June  at  Tataitycora,  18th  July  at  Sauce,  and 
f3d  September  at  Curupayti,  producing  a  necessity  for  a  new  levy  of  troops,  and  the 
eommand  being  given  to  the  Marquis  Uaxias,  all  that  time  was  lost. 

Noyr  the  Emperor  thought  it  was  time  to  try  some  intrigue  inside  of  the  republic,  and 
he  justly  supposed  Washburn  would  be  more  useful  to  him  within  the  republic ;  there- 
fore he  gave  contradictory  orders  to  Admiral  Tamandar^ :  one  was  not  to  let  Wash- 
bom  pass  under  any  circumstances ;  the  other  to  pass  him  willingly,  but  under  public 
protest. 

Tamandar^  came  to  see  Washburn  on  the  American  steamer,  and  to  make  the  pro- 
test; and  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  gonp  to  Paraguay  by  force,  pretending  much 
qrmpatiiy  for  Paraguay  and  a  corresponding  hatred  for  the  allies. 

As  aoon  as  Washboru  reached  this  republic  he  began  to  talk  and  act  to  produce  a 
compromise  with  the  enemy,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  war.    For  this  purpose  he  pro- 
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posed  to  act  as  mediator,  and  said  General  Mitre  was  a  perfect  gentlemaiii  and  would 
certainly  see  that  favorable  terms  were  offered  to  Paragnay. 

When  Mitre  was  called  home  to  attend  to  a  rebellion  in  nis  own  conntiy,  and  Caxias 
had  taken  command  of  the  allied  armies,  Mr.  Washburn  continued  to  labor  for  a  com- 
promise with  the  enemy,  and  in  March  he  actually  went  to  the  enemy's  camp  to  se«k 
an  interview  with  the  commander.  In  his  journey  by  boat  to  Pasopuctl,  Washban 
was  accompanied  by  Benlgno  Lopez,  to  whom  he  made  great  boasts  of  his  offers  of 
mediation. 

During  that  visit  Caxias  made  a  serious  impression  on  Mr.  Washburn,  showing  him 
the  important  positions  of  the  allies ;  while  Washburn  told  him  all  about  the  situation 
of  the  raraguay  forces,  under  cover  of  overtures  of  peace,  and  advising  him  to  extend 
his  lines  so  as  to  surround  the  Paraguay  encampment;  and  at  the  same  time  counselled 
him  to  send  ten  thousand  men  over  the  Tebicuari  at  Caapucu,  and  capture  the  capital 
in  the  rear.  Caxias  said  he  knew  it  could  be  done,  but  said  it  was  best  to  advance 
cautiously  and  prepare  the  people  who  were  disposed  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
revolution. 

After  that  Washburn  frequently  said  the  situation  of  the  national  forces  was  despe- 
rate, and  that  they  would  soon  have  to  give  up.  In  this  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Co- 
chelet,  the  French  consul.  They  exaggerated  the  activity  of  the  enemy,  and  told  of 
railroads  to  be  built  from  one  point  to  another  as  if  by  miracles. 

About  a  year  ago,  when  Cochelet  left  the  country,  he  took  many  letters  and  Mck- 
ages  for  persons  on  the  La  Plata  river,  some  of  them  ministers,  and  wrote  to  Waah- 
burn,  telling  him  he  had  spent  four  days  conferring  with  prominent  men  about  the 
prosiKjcts  of  the  revolution,  and  there  were  thousand  of  refugees  in  Buenos  Ayres  who 
were  ready  to  aid  it. 

Cochelet  also  carried  letters  from  Washburn  to  Edward  Hopkins,  ex- American  con- 
sul at  Asuncion,  and  president  of  the  company  that  had  urged  Washburn's  appoint- 
ment  as  minister  to  Paraguay,  for  the  purpose  already  mentioned.  Hopkins  is  now  in 
Buenos  Ayres  operating  against  Paraguay,  and  is  a  great  favorite  with  the  aUies.  He 
has  made  a  considerable  fortune  by  contracts  with  the  government,  and  comniiasary 
business  with  the  allied  armies.  He  owns  two  or  three  steamers  which  he  employs  is 
transports  for  the  allies.  His  great  expectation  seems  to  be  to  revive  the  oompanT 
claim  against  the  government  of  Paraguay :  and  the  allies  have  promised  him  it  shall 
be  paid  when  Paraguay  is  conquered.  Hopkins,  therefore,  is  Washburn's  chief  accom- 
plice in  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  government  of  Paraguay.  Hopldns  is  also  in 
correspondence  witn  the  conspirators  in  Asuncion,  through  Washburn. 

Speaking  of  Jo8<5  Series's  declarations,  referred  to  officially  by  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  mentioning  the  interviews  and  conversations  about  the  revolution,  Washborn 
was  surprised  at  their  truthfulness,  and  gave  utterance  to  this  sentence : 

*''  Berges  must  have  a  devilish  good  memory,  or  he  must  have  taken  notes  at  each 
interview,  to  remember  everything  so  minutely  and  cite  so  correctly  aa  he  has  done.^ 

Deponent  says  when  Washburn  got  the  note  from  the  department,  asking  for  Bergts'ft 
papers  deposited  with  him,  he  tried  to  find  a  place  in  the  house  to  hide  them  in,  for  be 
expected  the  house  to  be  searched  next  day ;  but  failing  to  find  a  secure  place,  he  spent 
much  of  that  night  in  his  office  alone,  destroying  Berges's  papers  and  all  others  he 
expected  to  be  called  for. 

He  says  the  declarations  of  Benigno  Lopez  were  mostly  true,  particularly  that  abont 
the  sum  of  money  received,  and  of  conversations  about  a  change  and  form  of  sovem- 
ment,  the  French  consul,  the  interview  returning  from  Fidanza's  hooae;  and  ne  says 
the  declarations  of  the  others  were  substantially  true. 

So,  whenever  he  received  a  note  from,  the  minister,  he  confessed  its  tnith  and 
acknowledged  its  Justice,  but  said  he  was  obliged  to  deny  everythini^. 

Among  tne  persons  sheltered  at  the  legation,  Joa6  Pereira  was  received  on  oonditioo 
that  he  was  to  be  given  up  in  case  a  demand  for  him  was  made.  When  Carrens  and 
Rodriguez,  of  Uruguay,  were  demanded,  authors  on  the  law  of  nations  wen  consulted 
upon  the  right  of  asylum,  and  finding  nothing  in  their  favor,  a  consultation  was  held 
to  determine  what  was  to  be  done  in  their  case.  Washburn  was  inclined  to  refuse  to 
deliver  them  up,  if  demanded.  To  settle  it  they  told  Washburn  that  if  he  woold 
promise  to  remain  in  the  country  till  the  war  was  over  they  would  stay  at  the  legatieiu 
for  the  government  would  not  force  them  away ;  but  if  he  intended  to  leave  ibej  would 
give  themselves  up  if  demanded. 

Washburn  was  sorry  to  see  them  leave,  not  only  because  he  liked  them,  but  becaoae, 
if  examined,  he  was  afraid  they  would  disclose  some  of  his  important  state  secreta 

When  deponent  and  Masterman  were  demanded  a  second  time,  Washburn  refumd  to 
give  them  up,  and  said  he  had  a  right  to  protect  them,  though  they  proposed  to  deliver 
uiemselves  up ;  and  he  said,  moreover,  it  was  his  duty  to  protect  them,  becanse  he  led 
them  into  the  trouble,  and  if  jbhey  were  tried  it  wonla  be  found  out  that  he  was  at  ^ 
head  of  the  conspiracy. 

Deponent  first  perceived  Washburn's  ill  will  to  Paraguay  after  his  vint  to  the  enemy's 
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ctmp  in  March,  1867 ;  he  then  saw  that  Washburn  had  sold  himself,  body  and  soul,  to 
the  allies.  Not  lonjy^  after  that  visit  Washburn  asked  him  to  translate  a  note  from 
Caxias  in  reply  to  his  oflTer  of  mediation.  The  note  was  a  rejection  of  all  negotiations 
fof  peace.  Several  times  after  Washburn  would  ask  him  the  meaning  of  certain  Por- 
tngaese  words  without  telling  him  why  he  wanted  to  know:  but  he  found  out  that 
tb^  were  in  a  letter  from  Caxias  the  year  before,  telling  Wasnbum  what  to  do  for  the 
benefit  of  the  allies.  The  letter  also  expressed  the  satisfaction  with  which  Caxias 
receiTed  the  reports  of  Washburn's  labors  for  him,  and  advised  him  to  engage  those 
nearest  the  government,  as  most  effective  and  less  to  be  suspected ;  though  no  names 
were  mentioned,  it  was  evident  the  letter  referred  to  Benigno  Lopez,  Jos6  Berges,  and 
Satnmino  Bedoya. 

Deponent  was  not  certain  of  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  till  the  enemy  advanced  to 
the  nver,  a  short  time  before  the  iron-clads  forced  the  pass  of  Curupayti.  The  news  of 
the  advance  filled  Washburn  with  joy,  and  he  exclaimed :  "Now  we  will  soon  see  the 
end  of  the  war,  for  this  is  only  the  first  step  of  a  series  that  is  to  follow!"  Meaning, 
of  course,  that  this  was  the  movement  he  had  suggested  to  Caxias  at  the  time  of  his 
visit 

Caxias  informed  Washburn  of  the  advance  his  squadron  was  to  make  on  the  I5th  of 
Angost,  and  of  other  movements,  that  did  not  succeed  on  account  of  the  disaster  at 
Homaita. 

About  the  same  time  Washburn  informed  deponent  that  the  war  was  to  be  ended  by 
a  triple  simultaneous  movement ;  the  squadron  was  to  come  up,  a  column  of  the  allies 
was  to  cross  the  Tebicuari  near  Caapucu,  and  march  to  the  capital  by  way  of  Para- 

C*;  and  finally,  the  conspirators  were  to  arise.  Washburn  charged  deponent  to 
this  secret,  as  it  would  compromise  him  if  known,  and  said  all  the  foreigners  were 
to  ionn  in  companies  for  the  pretence  of  jirotecting  their  property,  but  in  reality  to 
receive  the  Invaders  and  aid  the  revolutionists. 

As  the  Brazilian  column  did  not  march,  nor  the  steamers  come  up,  Washburn  was 
<linppointed  in  his  machinations;  so  he  next  sent  to  Mr.  Gould,  secretarv  of  the  British 
legation  at  Buenos  Ayres,  a  plan  of  pacification  to  be  proposed  to  the  belligerents,  thus 
hoping  to  attain  by  strate^  what  he  could  not  do  by  force  of  arms,  viz :  to  get  Lopez 
out  ofhis  way.  The  negotiations  lasting  more  than  a  month  delayed  the  revolution,  and 
it  was  put  on  till  the  enemy's  vessels  should  arrive  in  front  of  the  capital,  or  a  column 
come  in  the  rear  by  land. 

This  plan  was  also  frustrated  by  the  evacuation  of  the  capital,  and  defeated  the 
hopes  of  the  revolutionists.  National  forces  were  sent  to  the  Tebicuari  to  prevent 
Caxias's  column  from  ascending  by  that  way.  Another  plan  was  to  evacuate  Humaita 
on  the  24th  of  June,  under  pretext  of  want  of  supplies,  but  in  fact  to  deceive  the  Para- 

rjans,  and  give  a  chance  to  the  revolutionists  in  the  temporary  capital  of  the  repab- 
This  too  was  defeated  by  a  discovery  of  the  conspirators. 

Washburn  received  his  passport  on  the  5th  instant,  and  finding  that  deponent's  and 
Hastennan's  names  were  not  in  it,  and  fearing  his  government  might  hear  of  the  mean 
conduct  of  one  of  its  ministers  in  the  country  to  which  he  was  accredited,  he  ordered 
deponent  to  write  letters  in  his  defense,  and  to  prove  his  innocence.  During  that  day 
and  the  next,  defendant  ^rote  three  letters  for  that  purpose ;  one  addressed  to  depo- 
nent's father;  another  to  a  paper  in  New  York ;  and  tne  third  to  a  protestaut  preacher 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  who  was  a  correspondent  of  another  New  York  paper. 

Washburn  busied  himself  last  year  making  ud  a  history  of  Paraguay ;  but  not  having 
sufficient  information,  and  wanting  capacity  for  it,  he  thought  proper  to  steal  depo- 
nent's books  and  papers  to  help  him  out  in  his  literary  labors.  This  feat  occurred  on 
the  l^th  of  September,  while  deponent  was  sick  in  bed,  and  given  over  by  his  nhysician. 

When  deponent  recovered,  he  found  himself  very  poor;  for,  during  his  illness,  his 
money  and  everything  valuable  were  stolen  from  the  house,  and  he  was  compelled  to- 
ueeept  Washburn's  hospitality,  and  work  for  him  to  pay  for  it.  His  business  was  to 
compile  historical  data  of  Paraguay,  for  fifty  years  back,  for  Washburn's  proposed  work. 
Wauibum  particularly  chargea  him  not  to  ts^e  accounts  of  late  battles  from  the  official 
papers^  unless  he  was  certain  of  the  facts ;  for  he  intended  to  give  a  mutilated  history, 
nm  of  his  own  vague  fancies,  and  uigust  criticisms.  For  this  work  Washburn  agreea 
to  give  him  three  dollars  a  dav,  in  paper  monev,  when  the  natocon  was  worth  four  naper 
do&is,  thus  imposing  upon  him.  and  taking  advantage  of  nis  necessities,  when  he  knew 
be  had  no  other  way  to  Uve,  ana  was  compelled  to  serve  an  ungrateful  man  who  would 
not  listen  to  reason. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  deponent's  letter  to  lir.  Washburn,  asking  for  his  manuscripts : 

"Skptembkr  U,  1868. 
"Sw :  Now  that  I  am  out  of  your  power,  I  will  tell  of  the  important  part  you  took  in- 
the  revolution,  and  how  yon  inveigled  me  and  many  other9  into  it.  I  have  said  you  were 
the  soul  of  the  rebellion,  and  though  I  re^rretted  to  mortify  you  so  much,  how  could  the 
tmth  be  concealed,  when  yon  continued  your  machinations  up  to  such  a  late  datet. 
Therefore  I  consider  myself  no  longer  bound  by  the  promise  you  forced  from  me  yestor- 
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day  in  your  office,  not  to  tell  anythlngyou  had  done,  at  any  time,  against  the  govcni- 
ment.  Yonr  big  speculation  with  the  Hopkinn  Company,  in  which  yon  were  to  pocket 
over  $100,000,  has  leaked  ont,  as  well  as  the  golden  pill  Polidoro  and  Octaviano  gave 
you  to  swallow,  and  the  gold  bait  offered  by  Caxias,  when  yon  went  to  see  him  at  tiie 
encampment,  last  year. 

"  The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  ask  you  to  give  to  bearer  my  historical  manoscripte, 
which  I  engage^i  to  write  for  the  goveiiinient,  and  which  you  took  from  my  room  while 
I  was  sick. 

"As  you  know,  they  will  make  a  voluminous  history  of  Paraguay  up  to  1810;  aod 
there  axe  also  over  two  hundred  pages  of  notes  in  Spanisli,  on  subsequent  events,  aud  t 
chronology  up  to  the  pre^*ent  time. 

"  You  will  also  have  the  goodness  to  send  me  the  three  letters  yon  compelled  me  to 
write  in  yonr  defense ;  one  to  the  New  York  World ;  another  to  William  Tell  Good- 
fellow,  in  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  the  third  to  my  father,  Henry  Bliss,  in  New  York, 

"  As  the  truth  is  now  out  those  letters  can  be  of  no  use  to  you,  for  they  are  faise;  apd 
yon  need  no  longer  wear  a  mask  of  hypocrisy ;  and  in  honor  you  ought  to  comply  with 
this  request. 

"  I  don't  ask  for  the  English  manuscripts  you  made  we  write  against-  Paraguay,  for 
they  are  your  property ;  but  I  advise  you  not  to  deny  what  now  is  so  plain. 
*'  Yours,  respectfully, 

"PORTER  C.  BUSS. 

"  Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

"  United  States  MinUter  Besident:^ 

The  above  letter,  sealed,  was  sent  to  Captain  Kirkland.  commander  of  the  gnnboAt 
Wasp,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Washburn,  wno  was  on  board. 
Here  is  the  note  to  Captain  Kirkland : 

"8EPTKMBrailM868. 

"  Sir  :  Yon  will  find  inclosed  a  letter  for  Mr.  Washburn,  asking  him  to  return  some 
important  manuscripts  of  mine,  which  he  fraudulently  took  possession  of,  and  wroe 
apocryphal  letters  he  forced  me  to  write  to  prove  that  his  acts  were  neutral,  and  show 
he  was  a  friend  to  Paraguay. 

"  I  beg  you  will  delay  your  departure  till  Mr.  Washburn  can  have  time  to  comply  with 
this  request.    I  take  the  occasion  to  oflfer  you  my  respects. 
"  Yours,  &c., 

"PORTER  C.  BUSS.' 

The  letter  to  his  father  is  as  follows: 

"Paraguay,  September  11,  l^ 
"  My  Dear  Father  :  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  letter  yon  will 
receive  through  Mr.  Washburn,  dated  the  5tb  instant,  isentirely  false  in  its  contents,  as 
it  was  written  by  order  of  Washburn^  with  a  view  to  vindicate  him  from  the  aocmt- 
tions  of  conspirators,  who  gave  truthful  evidence  before  the  courts.  He  wanted  to  pub- 
lish the  letter  for  his  Justification,  when  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  Mr.  Washburn  was 
not  only  the  head  of  the  conspirators  here,  but  has  led  me  into  it-  I  have  nincerelr 
repented,  and  now  place  all  my  hopes  in  Marshal  Lopez's  magnanimity.  I  liave  writtro 
two  other  letters  under  duress ;  one  to  the  New  York  World,  and  the  other  to  Williao 
Tell  Goodfellow,  of  Buenos  Ayres.  I  have  not  time  to  contradict  them  pnblicly  at 
present. 

"Do  not  believe  in  what  you  find  in  those  letters;  on  the  contrary,  Washbom^a  con- 
duct has  been  most  infamous,  and  I  hope  you  will  make  this  retraction  public 
"  Your  affectionate  son, 

"PORTER  C.  BUS8. 
"  Henry  Bliss." 

On  the  12th  day  of  September  the  evidence  was  as  follows : 

The  United  States  gunboat  Wasp  was  sent  from  Montevideo,  through  the  agency  of 
Edward  Hopkins  and  Baron  Souza,  Portuguese  charg^  and  consul  to  Paraguay,  uader 
pretence  of  bringing  Washburn  and  his  family  away  from  the  country;  bu^  in  reality, 
to  carry  the  latest  news  to  the  conspirators.  For  a  long  time  previously  Washburn  had 
not  received  a  single  dispatch  from  his  government,  much  loss  an  order  to  leave  tiif 
country.  Washburn  did  not  want  to  leave  the  country  at  that  time,  nor  to  send  his 
wife  away ;  the  only  business  of  the  Wasp  was  to  bring  news  to  the  conspirators  and 
lot  them  know  when  to  organize  the  revolt.  Caxias's  opposition  to  the  passing^  the 
Wasp  was  only  a  pretense  to  conceal  the  real  object  of  tne  voyage. 

When  Washburn  went  to  San  Fernando  to  send  for  the  Wasp,  all  he  did  was  to  ordrt 
the  commander  not  to  come,  because  he  (Washburn)  did  not  want  to  leave  just  at  the 
time  his  hopes  were  about  to  be  realized ;  consequently,  when  the  French  consul  tele- 
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graphed  from  San  Fernando  that  the  Wasp  waa  coniinp^,  Washburn  sont  word  back  to 
the  commander  to  go  down  the  river  and  return  in  three  months,  when  he  thought  the 
war  would  be  over;  so  when  Washburn  asked  permission  to  go  to  San  Fernando,  it  was 
not  t^  see  abont  the  Wasp,  but  to  make  arrangements  for  the  outbreak  of  tlie  revohitiou. 

In  his  note  of  the  12th  or  13th  July,  in  reply  to  «)ue  ordering  refugees  out  of  the  lega- 
tion, Washburn  said  he  want(»d  to  8t»nd  his  wife  to  Buenos  Ayres  iot  her  health.  This 
conld  not  have  been  the  truth,  for  Mrs.  Washburn  was  then  in  as  good  health  as  she  is 
now;  all  that  Washburn  wanted  was  to  give  his  friend,  the  Marquis  of  Caxias,  notice 
of  the  sitnatiim,  for  time  was  now  passing  and  Washburn  waa  tired  waiting  for  the 
finale  of  his  drama. 

The  only  answer  to  this  extravagant  and  undiplomatic  request  was  a  telegram  fTi)m 
Benit4»z,  in  these  words :  "  Much  obliged  for  the  request  to  send  your  lady  to  Huenos 
Ayres."  Washburn  saw  that  his  designs  had  not  escaped  the  penetration  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  he  regrette<l  having  made  the  request. 

When  Washburn  visited  the  President  at  San  Fernando,  he  told  him  that  Dr.  Carreras 
had  inherit>ed  a  large  fortune  from  an  uncle  in  Bolivia ;  that  he  was  favonible  to  the 
national  cause,  and  could  influence  the  Pacific  republics  in  favor  of  Paraguay  if  Lopez 
would  let  him  off.  The  truth  of  it  is,  Carreras  was  not  allowed  to  leave,  because  it  was 
known  that  he  was  implicated  with  Washburn  in  the  revolution.  Washburn  took  a 
great  dislike  to  Cuverville  when  he  first  arrived,  and  the  hate  was  n*turned  with  usury, 
t'uverville  was  acting  I-Yench  consul,  and  differed  much  from  his  prc«lecessor,  Coclielet, 
who  was  Washbuni's  bosom  friend,  and  hated  Paraguay.  Washburn  thought  it  was 
Cuverville  who  denounced  him  to  the  authorities,  and  told  of  his  conspiracy  to  over- 
throw the  government ;  and  for  that  reason  called  him  a  Bcoundrel^  and,  another  time,  a 
heant  Deponent  thinks  Cuverville  is  a  gentleman  and  man  of  honor,  and  that  Wash- 
burn is  Tulgar,  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

At  this  juncture,  deiraueut  received  Washburn's  reply  to  Ids  letter  of  the  previous  day, 
anking  for  the  m.inu-Hj  ipts  left  with  him.  The  letter  was  in  English,  on  a  coarse  piece 
of  paiier,  in  these  words : 

"  United  States  Steamer  Wasp,  Sq^temher  12. . 
"  I  have  nothing  belonging  to  you  in  my  possession.    Please  deliver  the  inclosed  to 
Marshal  Lopez,  also  two  letters  to  Doctor  Carreraa. 
"  Yours,  &c., 

"C.  A.  WASHBURN. 
"  P.  C.  B." 

The  deponent  then  continued  thn^ :  When  Washburn  returned  from  San  Fernando, 
he  said  his  reception  by  the  marshal  was  not  very  gracious,  and  the  visit  was  worse 
than  useless,  for  it  did  no  goml  for  Carreras,  nor  for  Manlove ;  and  he  was  sure  Cuver- 
ville had  informed  on  him,  before  Benigno  Lopez  joined  the  army. 

Washburn  told  deponent  that  Cuverville  spoke  imprudently  about  important  affairs, 
such  as  change  of  government,  and  candidates  for  the  presidency ;  whicn  he  would  not 
have  done  if  he  haid  resided  longer  in  the  country,  for  then  he  would  have  learned  to 
hold  his  tongue. 

Washburn  finally  tried  to  make  friends  with  Cuverville,  though  he  professed  to  hate 
him  so  cordially.  Wlien  he  received  the  official  note  of  the  Slst  of  July,  and  which 
was  pnblialied  in  the  Semauario  of  the  1st  August,  was  sorry  that  he  had  called  Cuver- 
ville a  mean,  impolite,  and  unreliable  man. 

Cuverville  demanded  satisfaction  for  this  abuse  from  Washburn,  who  denied  using 
the  words,  though  he  remarked  to  deponent  that  the  epithets  were  too  mild  for  the 
Frenchman's  meanness. 

In  the  same  apologetic  letter  he  invited  Cuverville  to  come  to  town  and  see  him. 
He  wanted  to  learn  from  him  what  wtvs  going  on  in  Luque.  Cuverville  did  come  to 
see  him,  and  their  conferences  must  have  been  very  interesting  since  neither  deponent 
nor  Masterman  was  allowed  to  be  present. 

Finding  out  that  the  conspiracy  was  discovered  Washburn  exhibited  a  feverish 
impatience  to  quit  the  country,  though  he  had  not  expressed  the  desire  to  do  so  before. 
Day  after  day  he  sighed  for  the  return  of  the  Wiwp.  This  uneasiness  worked  so  much 
upon  him  that  he  gave  up  all  his  friends  and  left  in  the  legation  a  quantity  of  boxes 
and  trunks,  without  marks  to  identify  them,  belonging  to  persons  who  ha<l  no  other 
propertv  in  the  world.  In  two  days  he  could  have  given  up  this  property  to  the  owners ; 
and  he  knew  that  some  of  the  tninks  contained  papers  of  perwjus  implicated  in  the 
conspiracy,  and  if  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  it  would  put  him  in  a 
hornet's  nest. 

Here  is  Washburn's  insulting  letter  to  President  Lopez. 

"  United  States  Steamer  Wasp, 

"Near  Angostura,  in  the  Paraguay  River, 
"  SiK :  As  Captain  Kirkland  was  leaving  this  vessel  yesterday,  to  take  leave  of  you, 
I  gave  him  a  memorandum  of  certain  things  to  which  I  begged  him  to  call  your  atten- 
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tioD.  Captain  Kirkland  infonns  me  that  on  arriving  at  your  beadqnartere  he  found 
he  had  forgotten  to  take  the  memorandum  with  him,  and,  of  course,  could  not  fully 
comply  with  my  request,  as  he  had  only  glanced  at  the  paper.  In  consequence,  at  the 
moment  of  starting,  I  take  the  liherty  to  deviate  from  diplomatic  usage  and  send  yoa 
a  private  note.  I  suggested,  in  that  memorandum,  that  I  could  show  you  a  letter  from 
General  Wehh,  our  minister  at  Rio,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  he  came  near 
having  a  rupture  with  that  government,  because  it  refused  to  let  this  vessel  go  above 
the  squadnm.  He  did  this  on  his  own  responsibility,  without  waiting  for  oniers  from 
the  l.nited  States,  which,  on  hearing  of  the  outrage,  would  certainly- have  taken  most 
energetic  measures  to  secure  its  nghts  by  force,  and  save  the  minister  fix)m  a  veiy 
unpleasant  situation. 

"That  letter,  which  you  saw,  proves  what  truth  there  was  in  Berges's  assertion  that  I 
was  in  connivance  with  General  Webb,  and  in  the  interest  and  pay  of  the  Brazilians. 
I  have  several  letters  for  Doctor  Carreras  which  I  requested  Captaui  Kirkland  to  deUver, 
but  he  refused  unless  I  opened  them,  lest  he  also  might  be  accused  of  favoring  a  treason- 
able correspondence.  Therefore  I  send  the  letters  myself,  as  I  think  there  is  nothinf 
of  treason  in  them,  and  I  do  not  think  any  treasoilable  letters  have  ever  passed  throof^ 
my  handsjto  or  for  anybotly.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  there  has  ever  been  any  con- 
spiracy. The  declarations  of  Herges  and  your  two  brothers  Yenancio  and  Benigno, 
implicating  me  in  the  conspiracy,  are  entirely  false,  and  ^on  know  it,  and  yon  also 
know  that  they  would  never  have  made  such  declarations  if  you  had  not  forced  them 
to  do  so.  You  know  ver>'  well  that  assertions  of  that  kind  will  have  no  force  outside 
of  Paraguay.  Nobody  will  believe  a  word  of  them,  for  they  can  be  proved  to  be  ialae ; 
you  ought  not  to  kill  the  persons  that  made  them,  but  the  persons  who  forced  them  to 
be  made. 

"Before  nuitting  Paraguav  for  good,  it  is  my  duty  to  protest  against  the  anvctof 
Porter  C.  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman,  members  of  my  legation.  Their  arrest  in 
the  stt;eet,  while  going  with  me  from  the  legation  to  the  steamer,  was  as  grevions  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations  as  if  they  had  been  taken  out  of  my  house.  It  was  not 
only  an  insult  to  my  government,  but  an  affront  to  all  civilized  powers,  and  places 
Paraguay  outside  of  the  family  of  nations,  and  fbr  that  act  you  will  be  looked  npon  u 
a  common  enemy  that  refuses  homage  to  the  law  of  nations.  You  will  also  be  con- 
sidered a  common  enemy  for  imprisoning  all  foreigners  in  Paraguay  and  putting  theoi 
in  irons,  and  then  going  into  their  houses  and  taking  their  money,  under  the  contempti- 
ble pretext  that  they  had  not  paid  taxes  and  had  robbed  the  treasury. 

"  The  threat  you  made  to  Captain  Kirkland  on  his  arrival,  that  you  would  imprison 
me,  will  be  duly  reported  to  my  government,  and  I  will  only  repeat  his  reply  to  yoa, 
that  if  you  did  so  my  government  would  have  hunted  yon,  not  only  everywhere  in 
America,  but  over  all  Europe. 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

"  H.  E.  Marshal  Lopez,  Prendent  of  Paraguay,*' 

On  the  same  day,  13th  of  September,  the  testimony  was  as  follows : 

The  correspondence  between  the  revolutionists  and  the  enemy  was  chiefly  addrwwd 
to  Caxias,  as  he  knew  all  the  plans ;  but  other  letters  were  addressed  to  Baron  Soma, 
and  Washburn  generally  wrote  to  Hopkins. 

One  reason  why  letters  were  sent  to  Souza  was,  that  they  could  pass  for  oflBcial  dis- 
patches between  the  Baron  and  the  Portuguese  consul  and  vice-consul  in  Paragnay. 
and  they  generally  went  under  a  flag  of  truce.  Thus  was  the  treasonable  cone- 
spondence  carried  on  without  exciting  suspicion.  Sometimes  individuals  living  in  the 
country  carried  packages  by  land  by  Caapucu,  to  the  enemy's  advanced  pickets  in  that 
region.  This  mode  of  correspondence  was  managed  by  natives  in  favor  of  the  revoh- 
tiouj  but  employed  by  the  government ;  in  that  way  the  communications  of  Berg». 
Benigno  Lopez,  and  Bedoya  were  carried.  After  some  of  the  above  joined  the  anny. 
Colonel  Venancio  Lopez  sent  communications  to  them  in  that  way,  when  he  was  induced 
to  join  the  conspirators  by  Washburn. 

Washburn  acknowledged  to  deponent  that  many  of  the  papers  he  destroyed  in  the 
night  of  the  23d  and  24th  of  July  last  belonged  to  Jo8<$  and  Miguel  Berges,  to  Saturnino 
B^loya,  to  Benigno  and  Venancio  Lopez,  and  he  believes  the  other  papers  destroyed 
by  Washburn  belonged  to  other  conspirators. 

Deponent  has  a  personal  knowledge  of  all  the  correspondence  from  persons  at  the 
American  legation  with  the  enemy ;  but  he  can  only  give  hearsay  evidence  of  other 
correspondence  through  Washburn.  He  saw  Caxias's  letters  to  Wakhbum,  and  helped 
to  answer  tliem.  Carreras  told  him  of  letters  from  Caxias  to  him;  and  of  letters  written 
U}  Baron  Souza.  Carreras  was  the  bitter  enemy  of  the  Brazilians,  and  dreaded  ^o  fiill 
into  their  bauds.  At  the  suggestion  of  Washburn,  he  wrote  to  Caxias,  offering  to  join 
in  the  consjiiracy,  if  the  Brazuiaus  would  spare  bis  life  when  they  entered  Asanci<m; 
and  to  show  his  sincerity  he  began  by  giving  Caxias  details  of  the  situation,  and  sag- 
gesting  movements  for  the  capture  of  the  city. 
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Cudas  not  only  agreed  to  pardon  him,  but  promised  to  reward  him  for  his  services 
to  the  Brazilian  cause.  The  part  that  deponent  took  in  Washburn's  correspondence 
with  Caxias  was  to  furnish  geographical  and  historical  information,  as  Washburn's 
ignorance  and  laziness  incapacitated  him  for  the  task.  Washburn  often  asked  depo- 
nent how  far  it  was  from  such  to  such  a  place,  for  instance,  from  Humaita  to  Tebicuari, 
&e^  &C.J  and  made  inquiries  about  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  streams ;  and  depo- 
nent answered  with  the  map  before  him. 

With  other  information  communicated  by  Washburn  to  Caxias  was  that  most  of  the 
persons  that  had  protested  against  Brazil,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  were  now  ready 
to  aid  the  alUes.  u  they  were  assured  of  success. 

Washburn's  firm  belief  was  that  the  allies  would  succeed  sooner  by  a  forced  move- 
ment on  the  capital  by  way  of  Encaruaeion,  and  he  never  ceased  to  urge  it  upon 
Caxias.  This  is  meant  when  he  advised  him  to  extend  his  lines  to  the  Paraguay  river, 
when  he  visited  hii#  in  March,  1867.  Washburn  said  he  knew  nothing  of  military 
strate|;y,  but^  from  the  maps,  that  was  the  most  practicable  plan.  He  also  told  Caxias 
that  the  people  in  Paraguay  were  tired  of  war,  and  would  help  him  to  end  it,  no  matter 
in  what  way.  Caxias  did  not  approve  of  Washburn's  plan,  because  of  the  disasters 
at  Belerano,  but  he  promised  to  send  ten  thousand  men  from  their  post  on  the  Parana 
towards  Caapucu.  He  did  send  a  few  forces  in  that  direction,  but  effected  nothing  by 
it;  and  of  course  Washburn  was  greatly  disappointed.  In  ill  humor  at  the  result 
Washburn  wrote  these  words  to  Caxias : 

^The  Brazilians  do  not  deserve  victory,  for  they  have  shown  a  pusillanimity  unworthy 
of  hnman  beings." 

He  declared  that  a  Yankee  army,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  have  finished 
the  war  in  fifteen  days :  that  French  or  English  soldiers  would  have  ended  it  in  one 
month;  Spanish  or  Italians,  in  a  couple  of  months;  Chaco  Indians  or  Hottentots,  in 
three  months ;  monkeys,  in  one  year ;  but  as  Brazilians  were  fighting  it,  they  might 
finish  it  in  three  years ! 

This  letter  naturally  displeased  Caxias,  yet  he  apologized  for  his  failure  by  saying  it 
was  only  a  reconnoissance  he  intended  by  the  movement.  His  present  intention  was 
to  reduce  Humaita,  and  that  he  intended  very  soon ;  afterwards,  with  the  squad- 
ron, he  intended  a  flank  movement  upon  the  capital,  and  Mr.  Washburn  would  soon 
have  his  hopes  realized. 

The  letters  written  to  Caxias,  at  this  time,  were  from  Doctor  Carreras,  Venancio,  and 
Bergee,  and  Mr.  Washburn  was  the  bearer  of  them,  under  cover  to  Kirkland,  com- 
mander of  the  Wasp,  telling  him  the  package  only  contained  a  protest  against  his 
detention  of  the  Wasp. 

On  the  10th  of  June  Captain  Kirkland  wrote  Mr.  Washburn  that  he  was  ready  to 
rtart  for  Buenos  Ayres,  and  sent  him  a  letter  from  Caxias,  exhorting  the  revolutionists 
not  to  lose  patience,  for  he  would  certainly  be  up  the  river  by  the  24th  July,  the  day 
fixed  for  the  surrender  of  Humaita. 

Deponent  believes  Captain  Kirkland  did  not  know  the  nature  of  the  corresi)ondence 
that  was  passing  throng  his  hands. 

When  Washburn  received  the  note  of  the  4th  denying  passports  to  deponent,  Master- 
man,  and  Baltazar,  a  servant,  he  did  not  know  what  to  do,  for  he  knew  as  soon  as  he 
left  those  three  men  would  be  put  in  prison.  Deponent  knew  he  would  report  the  case  to 
his  government,  but  he  also  knew  Washburn  was  afraid  to  do  anything  there. 

Two  days  before  Washburn  left  he  telegraphed  the  French  and  Italian  consuls  to 
come  and*  see  him ;  that  he  was  about  to  leave,  and  was  at  their  service.  On  the  9th 
these  gentlemen  came  into  town,  and  remain^  with  Washburn,  as  his  guests,  till  he 
started.  Mr.  Chapperon,  the  Italian  consul,  accepted  the  keys  of  the  house  in  which 
W'aehbum  lived,  and  promised  to  take  care  of  the  money  and  valuables  deposited  in  the 
house. 

The  two  consuls  then  spent  a  few  hours  in  the  Italian  consulate  writing  letters  to 
their  respective  governments.  Washburn  took  charge  of  the  letters  and  lour  or  five 
bandies  of  different  sizes,  which  deponent  saw  placed  in  his  hands. 

As  deponent  had  no  conversation  with  Washburn  at  the  time,  he  does  not  know  what 
he  »id  to  the  consuls  about  the  conspiracy. 

Finally,  denonent  and  Masterman  left  the  legation  with  Washburn,  were  arrested  in 
the  street  and  taken  to  jail. 

In  explanation  of  his  declaration  about  the  signers  of  the  protest,  on  the  30th  August, 
deponent  says  Washburn  had  a  list  of  them  made  out  to  send  to  Caxias,  in  order  to 
show  him  what  changes  had  been  made  in  his  favor. 

On  the  14th  the  deponent  continued  his  testimony  as  follows : 

Washburn  got  all  the  information  he  could,  particularly  fit)m  Jos^  Berges,  who  was 
then'tainister  of  foreign  affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  it  to  Caxias.  One  day,  in 
aiMwer  to  the  question  where  the  national  troops  would  go  if  forced  to  quit  the  Tebicu- 
ari, Berges  told  him  to  Villeta  and  Ajig^stura,  as  the  last  was  the  best  place  for  a  bat- 
tery to  keep  the  iron-clads  from  coming  up  the  river,  and  Washburn  immediately 
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rejK)rt<»d  it  all  to  Caxias.    Waahbum  also  informed  him  that  the  Paraguayan  covern- 
ment  was  building  houses  at  Tobati,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  a  point  of  aefeDip. 

Washburn  inquired  all  about  the  military  arsenal  in  the  city ;  about  the  cannon 
foundery  at  Ibicuy ;  the  manufacture  of  war  munitions ;  about  the  search  for  nitre  in 
different  parts  of  the  republic;  and  about  the  gunpowder  factory  at  Velenzuela.  He 
got  this  information  from  the  English  workmen  at  the  arsenal^  the  foundery,  and  the 
powder  factory.  Deponent  will  not  say  the  Englishmen  knew  what  use  Wastbum  wa« 
going  to  make  of  that  information. 

Washburn  was  much  frightened  at  the  intimation,  in  the  Semanario  of  the  25th  Julr, 
that  Asuncion  would  be  burned  like  Moscow,  in  1812,  when  Napoleon  I  was  approach- 
ing it,  because  he  was  afraid  he  might  lose  something  by  it,  or  oe  obliged  to  go  out  to 
Luque,  or  some  other  place,  as  a  temporary  Tesidence ;  and  he  often  said  he  would  not 
quit  the  capital  under  any  circumstances. 

Washburn  said  if  he  was  not  then  so  busy  with  the  Paragu&yan  government  on  other 
important  points,  he  would  make  a  protest  against  the  burning  of  Asuncion  that  wonld 
make  a  famous  echo  in  the  world.  He  told  the  Italian  and  French  consuls  it  was  their 
duty,  in  the  interest  of  their  countrymen,  to  protest  against  it ;  and  if  it  were  done, 
he  said  he  would  make  it  appear  to  the  world  as  the  greatest  act  of  barbarism  commit- 
ted for  a  century.  There  were  not  the  same  circumstances  to  justify  it  like  the  burn- 
ing of  Moscow,  of  which  it  would  l»e  but  a  puerile  and  ridiculous  imitation. 

Washburn  did  his  best  to  find  out  the  telegraphic  news,  asking  the  director,  Tram- 
felo,  constantly  what  was  going  on  in  fit>nt.  He  got  no  satis&ctory  answers  from 
the  wily  official. 

The  last  information  Washburn  conmiunicated  to  Caxias  was,  that  the  Paragnij 
army  was  only  fifteen  thousand  strong,  including  sick  and  wounded,  and  that  it  could 
not  be  increased,  for  the  cradle  and  the  grave  have  been  robbed  to  fill  up  the  ranks. 

He  also  wrote  that  Lopez  was  afraid  to  trust  his  best  men,  and  bad  act4ially  impris- 
oned all  the  Englishmen  and  other  foreigners,  exce^)t  Drs.  Stuart  and  Esquiner,  urom 
which  he  inferred  they  were  dissatisfied  with  their  situations,  or  were  tired  of  the  war, 
and  would  readily  favor  any  plan  to  change  the  administratiou  or  put  an  end  ko  the 
war. 

Washburn  often  sent  numbers  of  the  Semanario  and  the  Cabichni  to  Caxiaa,  particu- 
larly those  containing  reports  of  political  meetings,  and  engravings,  and  sarcastic  arti- 
cles about  Caxias.    He  wrote  thua : 

*'  I  send  you  some  witty  papers  for  your  amusement  and  to  show  you  how  a  great 
general  of  the  allies  is  treated  by  the  papers  in  Paraguay." 

He  also  said  of  the  patriotic  speeches  that  appeared  in  the  Semanario  that  they  were 
got  up  for  the  occasion  by  professional  orators,  and  did  not  express  the  sentiments  of 
the  peo]do.  Dr.  Boca,  for  instance,  had  written  more  than  five  hundred  speeches  for 
such  occasions,  and  they  were  all  just  as  like  as  coins  from  the  same  mold,  and  the 
same  souj)  was  served  every  Saturday  from  the  Semanario,  viz  :  praise  of  Lopes.  lt» 
columns  were  devoted  to  the  praise  of  the  government,  and  nothing  could  be  discaned 
if  not  in  laudation  of  Lopez. 

In  fact,  Washburn  ridiculed  the  government  to  all  his  correspondents. 

On  the  I5th  the  evidence  was  as  follows :  Deponent  confesses  having  signed  a  docu- 
ment, with  ten  others,  at  Berges's  house  at  Saluiares,  to  concert  with  the  comnianden 
of  the  allied  armies  to  bring  sibout  a  revolution  against  the  national  government.  He 
acted  as  secretary  to  the  meeting  and  drew  up  the  secret  pact  sworn  to  by  the  coiwpi- 
rators  present  to  take  Lopez's  life.  The  persons  that  assisted  him  in  drawing  up  this 
document  were  Jos<^  Berges,  Benigno  Lopez,  and  Antonio  Carreros.  The  document 
was  engrossed  in  a  fine,  clerkly  hand,  and  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  was  as  fair 
lows : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  and  strangers  residing 
therein,  having  good  reasons  for  desiring  a  j^rompt  termination  of  this  lung  and  bloody 
woi-  that  is  ruining  the  country  and  destroying  tne  male  inhabitants,  and  believing  it 
necessary  to  select  competent  persons  to  bring  about  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of 
government  by  putting  out  of  the  way  the  only  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  thi«, 
and  having  the  consent  of  the  allied  enemy,  we  bind  ourselves  mutually  to  work 
together  to  efiect  a  change  of  government  and  choose  a  new  chief  magistrate,  and  if  it  is 
found  necessary  to  resort  to  violence  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  President  of  the  repuWir, 
we  also  obligate  ourselves  to  do  so,  after  trying  other  means  to  effect  the  some  end. 
We  swear  by  our  word  of  honor  upon  the  holy  evangels,  to  aid  each  other  in  whatever 
is  agreed  on  by  the  majority  of  the  signers,  to  realiise  the  design  already  expressed,  and 
to  keep  the  secret  of  tins  conspiracy  upon  the  pain  of  death.  In  fiiith  whereof  we  have 
signed  this  pact  in  each  others  presence.  Dated  at  Salinares,  November,  1867,  (abont 
the  middle  of  the  mouth  he  thinks.)  Signed  by  Benigno  Lopez,  Jos^  Berges,  Satoniioo 
Bedoya,  Antonio  Carreros,  Francisco  Rodriguez  Sarreto,  Jos^  Maria  Leite  Pereira,  An- 
tonio Vosconcellos,  Simone  Fidanza,  M.  Libertat,  Domingo  Pomid,  Porter  ConeUos 
Bliss." 

Maulove  did  not  come  in  time  to  sign. 
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After  the  sif(nin|2;  of  the  above  document,  another  was  drawn  np  as  a  ronatitntion  for 
the  county  after  the  first  project  was  executed.  It  was  signed  early  in  December  by 
Carreras,  KodrigneZy  and  ciei)onent,  at  the  h(m8e  of  Beiiigno  Lopez,  in  Asuncion.  Con- 
ferences were  held  at  the  house  of  CaiTeras  in  Tnnidad,-at  Berges's  office,  and  several 
other  places,  before  it  was  finally  atlopted. 

Deponent  drew  up  another  pap<»r  on  police  regulations,  which  was  agreed  to  by  his 
accomplices,  but  it  was  not  signed  by  ttiem.  It  was  left  with  Washburn  for  safe  keep- 
ing, or  to  be  destroyed  in  ease  of  danger.  These  are  the  only  documents  the  deponent 
drew  up  and  signed,  but  he  heard  of  another  made  out  by  the  revolutionary  committee 
and  HJgued  by  Berges,  Bedoya,  Benigno,  Carreras,  and  Rodriguez,  before  the  other 
papers  mentioned. 

All  the  deponent  heard  about  a  previous *nlan  to  assassinate  Lopez,  he  got  from  Car- 
rents  and  Martinez,  an  Argentine  colonel  who  lived  in  Paraguay.  The  Saa  committee, 
com])osed  of  Martinez,  Costa,  Lucero,  and  Guaicochea,  was  sent  from  Bolivia  to  ofter 
their  services  to  Paraguay ;  but  failing  in  that,  they  conceived  the  idea  of  murdering 
Lopez,  so  as  to  gain  the  goo<l  will  of  the  Argentine  govenimeut,  and  thus  open  a  new 
field  to  their  adventures. 

On  speaking  of  the  assassination  conspiracy  to  Washburn  he  pretended  not  to  believe 
it,  and  said  ifany  one  could  be  hired  to  do  the  act,  it  would  be  that  Argentine  butcher 
Mendocino — for  that's  the  ejiithet  he  applied  to  that  leader — or  Coriolanua  Marquez. 

In  his  replies  to  ofiScial  notes  fi-om  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  Washburn  often 
said  that  he  had  received  no  letters  by  the  Wasp,  except  for  Vasconcellos.  This  was 
not  true,  for  deponent  knows  he  received  letters  for  Berges  and  Venancio  Lopez  from 
Caxias;  and  when  asked  by  deponent  why  he  made  the  misstatement,  he  said  he  was 
not  under  oath  before  a  court  to  tell  the  truth. 

That  letter  of  Caxias  contained  a  x>roclamation  to  be  used  when  the  insurrection 
should  take  place,  urging  the  people  to  put  down  Lopez,  the  plague  of  the  counti*y,  and 
welcome  the  allies  that  would  insure  them  peace  and  prosperity. 

Washburn  took  the  package  from  Caxias  to  Vasconcellos  himself,  and  when  opened 
it  was  found  to  contain  a  letter  for  Carreras,  which  Washburn  also  delivered  in  person. 
Deponent  does  not  know  what  that  letter  was  about ;  nor  does  he  know  what  the  ono 
to  Venancio  Lopez  contained. 

For  his  services  in  the  ccmspiracy  deponent  got  5,000  patacones  from  Benigno  Lopez, 
at  one  time,  and  on  three  other  occasions  $5,500  in  xmper  money,  which  he  thought  came 
out  of  Lopez's  private  property,  but  found  it  came  from  the  national  treasury,  which 
was  the  banking  house  for  the  conspiracy.  Deponent  learned  this  from  Washbuniy 
who  ha<l  received  large  sums  of  money  on  account  from  the  same  source.  This  was 
found  out  aft«r  the  evacuation  of  the  city.  Washburn  also  told  him  that  Carreras  and 
Rodriguez  had  received  money  for  their  co-operation  in  the  contemplated  conspiracy. 
All  the  money  received  by  de|)onent  f  except  $800,  his  expenses  up  to  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment)  was  deposited  with  Wasnbum,  to  be  taken  to  Buenos  Ayres  and  depos- 
ited in  Mana's  bank  there,  subject  to  deponent's  order. 

Washburn  acknowledged  to  deponent  that  he  had  received  large  sums  of  money  from 
Benigno  Lopoz  to  pay  the  conspirators.  DeponeAt  saw  two  women  carrying  the  money 
in  covered  baskets  on  their  heads  to  the  legation  more  than  once.  AH  this  money, 
with  much  more  belonging  to  Carreras,  Rodriguez,  and  others,  was  carried  away  by 
Washburn  to  be  deposited  for  the  owners  in  Buenos  Ayres. 
On  the  16th  the  testimony  given  was  this : 

Deponent  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Hnmaita  from  Washburn,  who  had  a  letter  from 
Caxias,  dated  the  10th  of  June,  informing  him  that  the  surrender  was  agreed  upon  for 
the  last  of  July  with  the  chief  officers,  Francisco  Martinez,  and  Remigio  Cabral,  called 
adminil  of  the  Paraguay  navy.  Deponent  thinks  a  letter  came  at  the  same  time  from 
Caxias  to  Joso  Berges,  announcing  tlie  same  event. 
On  the  19th  deponent  continued  his  statement  thus: 

He  often  heard  Washburn  say  that  Vicente  Barrios  wa*  the  worst  man  in  the  repub- 
lic, and  that  he  was  longing  to  get  into  the  President's  boots — meaning  to  take  his  place  in 
c^)uuuand — and  if  he  were  put  out  of  the  way  by  a  ball,  or  in  any  other  manner,  Barrios 
W'ould  certainly  assume  the  supreme  command.  Francisco  Rodriguez  Larreta  used  to 
speak  in  the  same  way  of  Bamos,  but  said  it  would  be  much  worse  for  the  people  if  he 
got  into  power. 

In  8ei)teinberor  October,  when  it  was  rejwrted  in  the  capital  that  General  Brugues, 
Commander  Marco,  and  another  officer  wore  shot,  Washburn  attributed  the  arrest  of 
hw  German  friend,  Emil  Neumann,  to  his  circulation  of  the  report,  and  said  it  would  be 
nice  if  Neumann  turned  (mt  to  be  a  prophet,  and  Brugues  was  proved  to  have  belonged 
to  the  conspiracy.  The  French  consul,  Crochelut,  was  the  first  to  circulate  the  rumor. 
When  Gnniesindo  Benitez  came  to  Washburn,  on  the  26th  July,  to  get  a  package  for 
Berges,  Waahbum  said  he  was  confused,  and  evidently  did  not  understand  the  part  he 
was  to  play ;  for  he  spoke  rapidly  in  a  low  tone,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  and  his 
continued  aRsertion  was — we  know  everything.  Washburn  also  said  his  friend  Gume- 
siudo  was  uo  more  secure  iu  his  shoes  than  Berges  was,  but  he  forgave  him  the  trouble 
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he  had  given  him  for  the  last  month,  seeing  he  was  forced  to  act  as  he  did.  He  Hud 
Fernandez  was  the  hest  man  for  the  war  department,  becanse  he  had  made  his  jrile  while 
mana^ng  Lopezes  private  property;  and  when  an  opportunity  offered,  ho  would  act 
cordiflly  with  the  revolutionists. 

Deponent  corrects  his  statement  that  he  only  heard  of  the  treasury  money  after  the 
evacuation ;  he  now  remembers  that  he  heard  of  it  in  October.  About  his  own  con- 
nection with  the  conspiracy,  he  says :  Early  in  October,  ofter  a  hard  spell  of  sicknefiB, 
while  he  was  workiuj^  for  Washburn  at  a  low  salary,  he  was  sent  for  by  Berges,  who 
was  then  minister  of  foreign  relations.  Berges  pretended  much  friendship  for  him  and 
said  he  was  sorry  for  him,  and  regretted  that  nis  work  on  national  history  had  been 
interrupted  for  a  year,  and  that  he  had  received  nothing  from  the  national  treasury  for 
his  lalwr;  and  he  wanted  him  to  resume  the  work.  Deponent  asked  if  this  wm 
from  Lopez.  Berges  said  no,  but  he  had  the  power  to  make  the  proposal,  and  to  pay  for 
it  out  of  the  treasury ;  and  added:  "  Go  to  the  treasury  now,  and  I  will  send  an  order 
to  pay  you  $300  down."  Deponent  then  went  to  the  treasury,  where  he  met  Satnmino 
Bedoya  with  a  naper  in  his  hand,  which  he  gave  to  Felipe  Milleres,  sayine :  "  Dra^  }^f 
a  receipt  for  $3,500  in  favor  of  Cornelius  Bliss."  Milleres  looked  at  the  order,  and  said: 
**  This  IS  for  |300,  and  not  for  $3,000 ! "  "  True,"  said  Bedoya,  lookinc  at  the  paper  again, 
"  it  is  only  $300,  but  it  might  as  well  have  been  for  $3,000."  Then  Bedoya  asked :  "To 
whose  account  must  it  be  placed  ? "  "  To  the  account  of  the  department,  of  coune," 
replied  Berges.  Then  deponent  said :  "  Let  it  be  stated  in  the  receipt  that  the  money 
is  for  literary  labors." 

Some  days  afterwards,  speaking  to  Washburn  about  this,  the  latter  said  he  was  Tery 
long  finding  out  what  cnaracter  of  persons  Berges  and  Bedoya  were  ;  deponent  on^t 
to  know  that  all  the  money  in  the  treasury  was  at  their  disposal,  but  for  pecuBar 
services,  different  from  those  deponent  had  previously  rendered.  Washburn  then 
advised  deponent  to  see  Berges  again.  This  was  done,  and  deponent  entered  pereonaDy 
into  the  schemes  of  the  conspirators. 

Speaking  of  the  arrests^  Washburn  said  Lopez  would  gain  nothing  by  them,  for  Fer- 
nandez was  commander  in  the  city,  Gumesindo  Benitez  and  Bernardo  Ortellado  at 
Luque,  and  af&irs  would  yet  be  well  for  the  revolutionists,  particularly  if  Caxiasmade 
the  contemplated  movement.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Vice-President  was  con- 
cerned in  the  conspiracy,  for  he  was  a  nothing,  a  mere  cipher  at  the  left  of  a  figure,  as 
he  expressed  it.  When  the  Wasp  arrived  the  second  time,  about  the  end  of  August, 
Washburn  said  if  it  brought  any  letters  forCaminos  he  would  not  deliver  them,  becanse 
the  government  had  complained  of  him  as  bearer  of  treasonable  correspondence  to 
pubbc  officials. 

In  November,  1865,  when  Washburn  passed  through  the  enemy's  squadron  on  his  way 
to  Paraguay,  he  learned  that  a  counter-revolution  was  preparing  at  Asuncion,  and 
when  he  arrived  there  he  found  it  to  be  true. 

About  the  last  of  August,  while  deponent  was  at  the  American  legation,  a  aerrant 
girl,  named  Lubia  Rivas,  said  to  Mrs.  Pereyra  that  the  soldiers  guarding  the  legatwo 
had  said  that  the  bishop  advised  the  President  to  treat  with  the  enemy,  because  mncU 
blood  had  been  shed,  and  the  people  were  tired  of  war ;  and  Mrs.  Pereyra  told  this  to 
Washburn,  Masterman,  and  deponent. 

Washburn  used  to  sjiy  the  bishop  was  a  man  well  versed  in  all  sorts  of  intrigue ;  that 
he  made  money  by  selling  the  secrets  of  the  confessional ;  called  him  a  spy  and  dete^ 
tive ;  and  was  the  worst  adviser  the  President  could  have  in  this  war. 

On  the  4th  of  October  the  examination  continued  as  follows : 

When  Fidanza  asked  deponent  about  Cuverville,  the  French  consul,  he  said  he  had 
broken  with  the  government,  on  account  of  the  imprisonment  of  so  many  French  sob- 
jects,  and  he  and  the  Italian  consul  had  written  to  their  governments  on  the  subject 
To  which  Fidanza  replied,  "  I  have  much  confidence  in  Washburn." 

When  Berges  heard  of  Washburn's  departure,  he  said  to  deponent,  "  So  ^'^^^^^^ 
gone !  Was  he  in  a  good  humor  ?  "  Deponent  said  he  thought  not.  "  Well,''  add« 
Berges,  "  What  can  we  expect  from  him  ?  "  Deponent  replied,  "  Washburn  saj-s  he  wtJI 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  bring  an  American  fleet  down  here,  but  I  don't  beheve  be 
can  ;  for  his  complicity  in  the  revolution  is  well  known  abroad."  "And  what  did  he  do 
with  the  papers  ?'^ asked  Berges ;  "  Burned  them,"  replied  deponent  "  And  did  he  d**^ 
those  of  Benijnio  and  Venaucio  ?  "  "  Yes,"  was  deponent's  reply.  When  deponent  r«wd 
Berges  about  Bedoya,  Rodriguez  and  Vascoucellos.  he  said  he  knew  nothing  about  th^ 

Deponent  says  he  knew  notliing  in  Washburn's  letter  to  Caxias,  but  he  knew  what 
was  in  Caxias's  letters  to  Washburn,  because  he  translated  them  firom  the  Portugu«e. 
Some  were  intended  for  circulation  among  the  conspirators,  while  others  were  mOTWl, 
Very  private;  intended  for  Washburn  alone,  as  Caxias  seemed  to  have  ereat  confident* 
in  him.  The  reason  Washburn  did  not  show  those  letters  to  any  of  the  Paraguayan* 
was  because  they  contained  information  of  the  ultimate  pl^is  of  Brazil  and  the  Argen- 
tine government,  in  respect  to  Paraguay^  that  would  not  l>e  very  pleasant  to  them. 

By  .letter,  dated  in  March^  soon  after  the  assassination  of  Flores  and  the  inaupiration 
of  the  new  Oriental  a^mnistration,  Caxias  told  Washburn  that  neither  Brazil  nor  the 
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Argentine  government  were  satisfied  with  affairs  at  Montevideo,  and  that  country  wonld 
be  allowed  no  part  in  the  treaties,  after  the  war.  In  other  letters  Caxias  spoke  in  the 
same  manner  of  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  said  affairs  would  be  settled  between  Brazil 
and  the  Argentine  Republic  by  agent  at  Rio.  He  mentioned  Jos^  Marmol  as  one  of  his 
agente. 

Speakine  of  the  conspirators,  and  mentioning  by  name  the  two  brothers  and  brothers- 
in-law  of  the  marshal,  Caxias  said,  it  was  well  enough  to  use  such  persons  in  the  revolu- 
tion ;  but  after  the  war  not  one  of  the  Lopez  family  would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
country ;  and  Washburn  had  better  not  unite  his  interests  with  theirs,  because  they 
were  mere  puppets  worked  by  strings  from  Brazil. 

Edward  Hopkins  used  about  the  same  language  in  his  letters  to  Washburn,  and  added, 
in  one  of  his  last,  that  a  new  secret  treaty  had  just  been  signed  at  Rio  Janeiro  between 
Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic,  leaving  the  Oriental  Republic  out  of  the  question. 
It  explained  the  treaty  of  the  Ist  of  May ;  said  the  war  had  been  different  from  what 
was  anticipated,  and  new  questions  had  arisen  with  other  South  American  powers. 
Hopkins  said  he  learned  this  from  his  intimate  friend  Doctor  Jo8<S  Bei^amin  Gorostiaga, 
a  person  of  great  influence  ^ith  Mitre. 

The  treaty  seemed  to  have  had  this  foundation :  The  Imperial  and  Argentine  gov- 
ernments considered  themselves  released  from  all  obligations  to  the  Oriental  g^ovem- 
ment  by  the  murder  of  Flores,  and  when  the  war  was  over  they  intended  to  divide  not 
only  Paraguay  and  the  Bolivian  plains  among  each  other,  but  take  possession  of  Uru- 
guay, and  use  the  Paraguay  army  as  they  pleased  for  territorial  extension. 

The  Oriental  Rej)ublic  was  to  be  divided  into  two  portions,  by  the  Rio  Negro.  The 
Argentine  Republic  was  to  have  Montevideo  and  all  the  territory  south  of  the  Rio 
Negro,  and  Brazil  was  to  have  the  rich  departments  of  Paisaudu,  Salto,  and  Tacua- 
rembo,  north  of  that  river  and  bordering  on  Lake  Merin.  For  this  liberal  grant  of  land 
from  Brazil  the  Argentine  Republic  was  to  give  up  its  rights  and  claims  to  the  missions 
between  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay,  and  Brazil  was  thus  to  form  a  new  province  to 
be  called  Uruguayana,  with  the  capital  of  that  name,  or  the  town  of  Salto  Oriental. 
As  to  the  Chaco,  tne  Argentine  Republic  was  to  give  all  of  it  north  of  the  Pilcomayo  to 
Brazil,  so  as  to  extend  its  possessions  towards  Bolivia,  against  which  republic  war  was 
soon  to  be  declared,  so  as  to  give  the  Argentine  Republic  a  chance  to  recover  its  old 
province  of  Tarija,  and  Brazu  to  seize  the  Chiquito  and  Mayo  missions,  which  it  had 
so  long  coveted,  using  as  a  pretext  that  Bolivia  violated  neutrality  in  the  Paraguay 
war  by  sending  the  army  anus  and  munitions.  In  reference  to  the  treaty  of  May  1. 
Id65,  securing  independence  to  Paraguay  for  five  years,  it  would  expire  in  1870,  and 
then  the  country  could  be  divided.  Before  that,  however,  a  kind  of  government  was 
to  be  formed  of  Paraguayans  now  out  of  the  country,  and  not  one  memuer  of  the  Loi>ez 
ikmily,  nor  any  of  its  allies,  were  to  take  any  part  in  it. 

The  two  most  important  personages  in  this  plan  are  Candido  Barsyra  and  Carlos 
Sagnier.  The  latter  has  made  good  use  of  his  money  by  educating  young  men  of  Para- 
goay  in  Europe.    He  is  Washburn's  favorite  for  next  President. 

The  new  government  being  established,  negotiations  for  paying  the  immense  war 
debt  were  to  be  entered  into,  and  it  was  to  join  the  allies  in  a  war  against  Bolivia,  and 
fhraish  95,000  men  of  all  arms  for  that  purpose — the  whole  of  the  Paraguay  army,  as 
Caxias  supposed.  These  troops  were  to  be  dispersed  among  the  Brazilian  regiments  so 
that  they  could  not  revolt.  The  superior  officers  were  to  be  Brazilians ;  only  subordi- 
nates -i^onld  be  allowed  to  retain  their  places. 

In  the  division  of  territorv  all  that  part  of  the  republic  north  of  the  Ypane  River  was 
to  1^  to  Brazil,  and  all  south  of  the  Tebicuari  was  to  belong  to  the  Argentine  Republic. 
This  division  was  to  be  made  after  the  Ist  of  May,  1870,  till  which  time  the  republic  was  to 
remain  independent,  within  the  limits  fixed  by  the  secret  treaty  of  the  "  triple  alliance." 

At  no  definite  time  after  this  another  quarrel  was  to  be  picked  with  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay,  and  the  remainder  of  the  republic  was  to  be  divided  between  Brazil 
and  the  Argentine  Republic ;  Brazil  taking  tne  portion  north  of  the  river  Caafiabe, 
which  empties  into  the  Paraguay  between  the  departments  of  Villeta  and  Villa  Oliva, 
near  Angostura,  and  the  Argentine  Republic  all  south  of  that  river. 

The  excuse  for  this  wholesale  confiscation  of  a  republic  was  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  Caxias  said  the  same  in  his  correspondence  with  Washburn.  He  said  if 
Paraguay  was  put  up  and  sold  at  auction  it  would  not  bring  half  enough  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  war ;  and,  moreover,  the  territory  would  be  a  sort  of  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  all  that  portion  of  Brazil  north  of  the  Amazon  and  adjoining  French  Guiana, 
which  was  about  to  be  ceded  to  France  in  liquidation  of  a  mortgage  to  that  country. 

On  the  5th  of  October  the  evidence  was  continued  thus : 

When  the  Wasp  came  up  the  last  time  to  take  Washburn  away,  it  brought  him  a 
lett-er  from  Caxias,  informing  him  that  the  euhteiranean  telegraph  had  brought  news  of 
the  arrest  of  some  of  the  conspirators,  but  it  was  nothing,  as  conspirators  were  to  be 
found,  not  only  amon^  civilians,  but  even  in  the  army.  He  was  sorry  so  many  for- 
eigners had  been  imprisoned,  but  it  would  only  be  an  sidditional  inducement  for  him  to 
harry  to  their  assistance.    He  was  convinced  that  the  war  would  soon  be  over,  because 
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many  of  the  ofBcera  who  appeared  loyal  before  the  capture  of  Hamaita  were  now  ready 
to  change  Hides,  and  some  fiue  morning  Lopez  would  wake  up  and  find  hiinaelf  aloue  in 
his  camp. 

Aft^r  the  reception  of  this  letter,  and  while  preparing  to  leave,  Washburn  studied  the 
map  of  the  country'  between  the  Tebicuari  and  Caafla.be  or  Paray  to  get  an  idea  that 
might  be  useful  to  Caxias  in  his  military  operations. 

Washburn  was  anxious  to  see  Lopez*s  escape  to  the  monntains  cut  off^  for  if  he  ^  in 
the  hills  the  war  might  last  many  years  longer.  He  said  he  did  not  know  mneh  aboat 
military  affairs,  but  he  was  sure  his  opiuiim  would  be  worth  more  than  that  of  any 
Brazilian  general,  and  for  that  reason  he  was  anxioos  to  see  Caxias  and  give  him  a 
piece  of  his  mind  on  that  important  maneuver. 

It  was  Wiifthbuni*8  intention,  on  reaching  Buenos  Ayres,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  for- 
eign ministers,  (English,  French,  Prussian,  Italian,  and  PortugueAe,)  us  their  dean  from 
his  long  residence  in  Paraguay,  not  taking  into  consideration  that  he  wa^no  longer  ie 
jure  nor  df  facto  minister  to  Para^ay  after  receiving  his  passport,  and  he  was  to  tell 
them  of  the  outrages  and  indignities  that  had  been  heaped  upon  him  by  the  govem- 
ment  of  Paraguay,  and  of  the  imprisonment  of  foreigners,  countrymen  of  the  ministen, 
whom  he  entitled  his  colleagues. 

He  thought  by  this  to  get  a  protest,  signecl  by  the  whole  diplomatic  corps  in  Buen« 
Ayres,  against  the  Paraguayan  government,  and  use  it,  like  Archimedes,  as  a  lever  to 
move  the  world  against  Lopez. 

He  placed  much  confidence  in  the  heln  of  Mr.  Noel,  the  new  French  minister  in  Btteom 
Ayres,  because  he  was  a  friend  of  Cociielet,  the  late  French  consul  at  Asuncion,  and 
would  share  his  hate  for  Paraguay  and  its  government ;  and,  besides,  Mr.  Noel  has  been 
employed  in  the  South  American  branch  of  the  Foreign  Office,  and  would  know  all  abovt 
the  country  and  its  bad  governments.  Now,  Washburn  thought  to  get  Mr.  Noel  t« 
write  to  Cochelct,  consul  in  Gibraltar,  to  go  direct  to  Paris  and  influence  the  Freurh 
government  in  favor  of  a  change  of  administration  in  Paraguay ;  and  he  intended  to 
print  his  correspondence  with  the  Paraguay  government,  in  pamphlet  forni,  with  anno- 
tations, in  Bnenos  Ayres,  to  circulate  and  serve,  as  he  expressed  it,  as  an  instrument  of 
warfare.  He  had  no  hope  of  the  British  government  doing  anything,  for  ever  since  ^ 
Castano  affair  it  had  little  to  do  with  Paraguay,  and  would  not  interfere  now,  nnlen 
for  the  protection  of  two  or  three  British  subjecta.  As  to  his  own  government,  the 
North  American,  Washburn,  as  has  been  stated,  would  do  all  he  could  to  induce  it  to 
demand  satifaction  for  insults  he  had  received ;  but  he  could  not  have  much  hope  of 
anccess  in  that,  for  these  rc^asons : 

When  the  Wasp  arrived  in  Paraguay  waters  the  commander  sent  word  to  Washhurn 
that  he  had  a  package  of  dispatches  for  him  from  Washington.  Washbom  wrote  to 
him  to  ke^'p  the  dispatches  till  he  came  on  board.  Now  these  dispatches  might  hare 
contained  important  instructions  to  be  carried  out  before  Washburn  left  the  eountij; 
.but  he  was  afraid  his  government  would  disjqiprove  of  his  refiisin^  to  obey  the  order 
of  evacuation,  or  of  his  protecting  James  Maulove,  an  American  citizen,  as  a  member 
of  the  legation. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  Washburn,  Caxias  told  him  that  public  opinion  in  Europe 
was  prepared  to  consent  to  the  extinction  of  Paraguay ;  for  the  agents  of  the  aDw* 
there  had  purchased  silence  from  the  few  Paniguay  agents  and  other  influential  vtf- 
sons  on  that  side,  mentioning  Baron  du  Graty,  Paraguay  minister  to  Prussia ;  Chevalier 
Von  Gulich,  ex-Prussian  minister  to  Paraguay ;  and  Carlos  Calvo,  representative  of 
Paraguay  at  London  and  Paris,  at  different  times.  Caxias  also  declarea  there  was  not 
a  Paraguayan  on  the  Plata  who  was  not  ready  to  welcome  a  new  order  of  thin»i  in  ttw 
republic,  and,  besides  others  well  known,  he  mentioned  Eguzquiza,  Brizuda,  Jo» 
Caminos,  and  his  son  Folix. 

Mr.  Cuvers'ille,  the  French  consul,  told  deponent  his  feelings  towards  the  Paraguy 
government  had  changed  from  friendship  to  bitter  enmity,  and  he  now  fiavored  Wi^ 
bum's  plans,  and  had  written  to  his  government  to  that  effect,  as  well  as  the  Italiio 
consul,  and  the  letters  were  sent  out  of  the  country  by  Wiwhbum. 

The  fact  that  Fidanza  and  Libertat  lived  a  long  time  with  those  consnla,  and  thrir 
intimacy  with  Domingo  Pomi^  and  other  notorious  oonapirators,  show  thai  they  asst 
have  known  of  the  conspiracy  for  a  long  time. 

After  the  conspiracy  to  assassinate  Lopez  was  made  known  in  the  Semanario,  Wadi- 
bum  said  no  person  was  so  proper  to  execute  that  horrid  deed  as  General  Barrios,  and 
that  seemed  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  every  one  of  the  revolutionary  committee. 
Anybody  could  plan  a  murder,  and  many  might  approve  of  it ;  but  to  execute  it  a  w^ 
son  of  high  rank,  like  General  Barrios,  was  reciuired;  for  he  could  then  put  himself  »I 
the  head  of  the  army  and  get  off  safe.  And  then  Washburn  qtioted  the  words  of  Joso* 
Christ,  "  A  man's  enemies  are  in  his  own  house,"  and  of  the  Fsalmist,  speaking  of  Ahi- 
thophel,  of  whom  he  complained,  saying:  "  My  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I  have  tnirted, 
and  who  has  eaten  with  me  the  bread  of  my  own  table,  is  the  one  who  has  raiaed  his 
band  against  me ;"  applying  all  this  to  General  Barrios. 

At  that  time  Waehbum  was  reading  the  works  of  Nicolo  Maehiavellif  who  wa»  * 
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great  man,  and  whose  principles  were  not  appreciated  by  roodems,  bs  he  said ;  and  he 
called  dei>onent's  attention  to  that  chapter  on  con6i)iracie8,  where  these  words  are 
found  : 

^*  Those  who  plan  conspiracies  or  revolutions  are  not  persons  outside  of  the  govern- 
ment circle,  for  only  such  persons  as  are  acquainted  with  government  affairs  can  exe- 
cute such  plans ;  and  they  are  generally  persons  who  have  received  great  iniuries  or 
great  favors  from  the  government,  and  who  are  in  })ositions  proper  to  that  end." 

On  the  7th  October  the  declaration  was  sub  follows : 

Washburn,  knowing  deponent  would  be  tried  for  conspiracy  when  once  out  of  the 
legation,  and  his  complicity  would  be  discovere<l,  often  told  hmi  how  to  answer  inter- 
rogatories put  to  him  by  the  court.  In  the  first  place  he  told  him  to  insist  upon  his 
rights  and  privileges  as  a  member  of  the  American  legation,  and  to  deny  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  court  not  subject  to  the  American  government.  That  failing,  he  was  to 
plead  the  incompetency  of  the  court,  whether  civil,  military,  or  ecclesiaBticaL  Depo- 
nent was  to  refuse  to  take  an  oath,  or  sign  any  paper ;  or  if  forced  to  do  so,  he  should 
insist  on  the  privilege  of  signing  every  page,  for  fear  of  forgery :  such  were  Wash- 


bum's  suspicions  of  tne  justice  oi  Paraguay  courts. 

When  Washburn  expressed  a  fear  of  being  called  to  account  by  the  American  Con- 
gress, through  an  investigating  committee, "  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers," 
he  told  dei>onent  and  Masterman  they  would  be  important  witnesses,  and  they  must 
tf'stify  in  his  favor,  as  it  would  be  to  tneir  interests  also ;  thus  attempting  to  suborn 
them  to  peijury. 

Besides  this  hint  at  pay  for  peijury,  Washburn  promised  deponent  a  good  place  in 
the  American  government :  and  offereid  to  write  a  nattering  introduction  to  his  history 
of  Paraguay,  which  he  had  once  refused  to  do  when  requested,  though  an  act  of  mere 
justice ;  and  this  wafl  part  pay  for  peijury. 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  capital,  deponent,  Masterman,  and  Manlove 
were  living  in  Ulrich's  houses ;  and  to  prevent  the  three  persons  from  leaving,  Wash- 
bum  extended  the  protection  of  the  legation  over  those  nouses  by  pret-ending  to  rent 
them  from  Ulrich,  who  gave  him  a  receipt  to  that  effect.  The  rec4npt  was  false,  as  no 
money  had  passed  between  them ;  and  what  Washburn  said  about  it  was  not  so. 
Washburn's  only  Object  in  doing  this  was  to  be  able  to  say  that  deponent,  Manlove, 
and  Masterman  were  living  in  the  legation ;  and  this  false  assertion  he  made  very  fre- 
quent use  of  in  his  correspondence  with  the  government  authorities. 

On  the  19th  October  the  declaration  was  as  follows: 

It  is  certain  there  was  a  secret  provisional  treaty  between  the  allies  and  the  Para- 
guay conspirators,  signed  in  December  by  the  American  minister,  Washburn,  for  the 
allies ;  by  Doctor  Antonio  Carreras,  for  the  Oriental  government ;  and  by  Benigno 
Lopez,  Jos^  Berges,  and  Satumino  Bedoya,  on  the  part  of  the  Paraguay  conspirators. 
Deponent  did  not  see  this  treaty,  because  he  was  not  then  on  good  terms  with  Wash- 
bum,  having  (quarreled  with  him  on  account  of  pay  for  work  done ;  and  the  estrange-, 
ment  lasted  six  weeks.  Ai^r  making  up  with  Washburn,  who  was  then  living  at 
Trinidad,  in  a  house  belonging  to  MiSam  Bedoya,  deponent  learned  from  him  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  about  as  allows :  It  promised  success  to  the  revolution ;  offered 
amnesty  to  all  who  had  supported  Lopez ;  gave  the  simmers  of  the  treaty  the  power  to 
form  a  new  government ;  insured  the  mdependence  of  Paraguay,  within  the  limits  fixed 
by  the  treaty  of  the  1st  of  May,  1865 ;  promised  to  support  the  govenuneut  for  one 
year,  and  for  a  longer  period  on  condition  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  war,  estimated 
at  150,000,000  of  jpatooanes,  (which  Washburn  considered  very  reasonable,)  all  to  be 
secured  by  mortgage  on  public  lands  and  mat^  groves ;  abolition  of  the  yerba  (native 
t«a)  monopoly,  and  tobacco  monopoly ;  liberty  of  worship ;  establishment  of  three 
departments  of  government;  regulation  of  taxes  and  the  tcuiff;  and  a  provision  for 
making  the  treaty  permanent. 

Deponent  has  said  nothing  abont  this  secret  treaty  previously,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :  First.  Because  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  except  from  hearsay,  on  account  of  his 
quarrel  with  Washburn.  Second.  Hearing  of  the  dishonesty  of  the  allies,  and  of  the 
double  alliance,  he  considered  the  treaty  a  fiction  that  would  never  amount  to  any- 
thing. Third.  For  regard  for  Ddctor  Carreras  and  the  other  signers,  who  confessed 
their  other  misdeeds,  but  said  nothing  of  this.  Fourth.  Because  he  considered  the 
a4;ceptance  of  such  powers  by  Washburn  as  the  darkest  stain  upon  his  character,  as  a 
minister  of  a  neutru  power,  of  which  he  is  a  bastard  specimen,  and  he  wished  to  keep 
secret  this,  the  most  infamous  of  Washburn's  many  crimes,  till  ne  could  make  the  most 
of  it.  Fifth.  Because  he  intended  to  inform  Washburn's  government  of  his  conduct, 
if  he  ever  got  back  to  the  United  States,  and  he  wished  to  nurse  his  wrath  for  consum- 
mate revenge. 

Deponent  thinks  the  treaty  was  signed  at  the  country  seat  at  Trinidad,  in  duplicate, 
one  copy  being  sent  to  Caxias  and  the  other  kept  by  Washburn  till  he  destroyed  it  on 
the  night  of  tne  23d-24th  July,  as  already  stated. 

Deponent  thinks  Washburn  had  full  powers  from  the  Brazilian  and  Argentine  gov- 
ernments, and  Dr.  Carreras  had  powers  from  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  a  consulting 
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vote  for  the  Argentine  covemment.  Deponent  is  sure  that  Benicno  Lopez  gave  Wjwh- 
bum,  when  he  visited  Caxiaa  in  March,  1867,  a  paper  with  pencil  marks  oi  the  plan  of 
operations  to  be  pursued  against  Paraguay,  which  Washburn  took  to  Caxias  and 
explained  to  him,  out  which  he  could  not  execute  for  want  of  troops.  During  this  viiiit 
Washburn  also  corrected  a  plan  of  the  Paraguay  encampment,  drawn  by  a  Polish 
engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  allies :  he  also  brought  baek  a  letter  fhim  Caxias  to 
Beuiguo  Lopez,  containing  plans  for  the  future  adjustment  of  peace,  which  were  iden- 
tical with  tnose  in  the  secret  treatv  made  afterwards. 

Although  deponent  confesses  to  have  taken  part  in  some  of  the  schemes  of  the  revo- 
lution, he  was  shocked  to  see  Washburn  accept  powers  from  Brazil,  and  did  not  hwi- 
tate  to  tell  him  how  disgraceful  it  was,  and  what  a  shame  it  was  to  his  govemmeot 
Washburn's  reply  was,  he  had  done  it  as  a  private  individual,  and  not  as  AmericuD 
minister.  To  which  deponent  answered :  "And  when  the  devil  gets  the  soul  of  the 
private  individual,  where  will  the  minister's  soul  bet"  Washburn  coiud  find  no  fit 
replication  to  this,  and  he  kept  silent. 

Carreras  told  deponent  he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  treaty,  but  he  had  not  mnch 
confidence  in  the  allies  or  anything  they  said. 

Deponent  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Libertat,  chancellor  of  the  French  consul- 
ate, but  never  visited  him  at  his  house.  Libertat  was  one  of  the  eleven  signers  to  the 
secret  pact  of  Salinares,  and  deponent  has  talked  to  him  in  general  terms  about  the 
revolution,  but  cannot  remember  what  was  said. 

On  the  4th  November  the  deposition  was  as  follows :  Washburn  told  deponent  thit 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro,  in  1865,  the  leaders  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment there  made  no  secret  of  their  intentions^  in  case  of  success  in  the  war  against 
Paraguay.  He  said  Paranhos,  Saraivy,  Octaviano,  Zacarias,  and  even  the  Emperor, 
confessed  the  intention  to  annex  all  the  territory  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Plata,  Parana, 
and  Paraguay  rivers  to  Brazil. 

Washburn  believes  another  war  will  break  out,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
one,  between  the  Argentine  Republic  and  Brazil,  about  the  division  of  spoils ;  and  he 
expressed  as  much  m  his  note  to  Caxias,  in  reply  to  the  one  mentioning  the  secret 
treaty. 

Washburn's  words  were  about  as  follows : 

"  Alliances  or  offensive  coalitions  between  three  or  more  powers  are  generally  ephem- 
eral and  transitory,  as  seen  in  the  many  coalitions  of  William  III  of  England  against 
Louis  XIV  of  France,  and  the  no  less  numerous  ones  against  Napoleon  I,  nardly  one «»f 
which  lasted  more  than  a  year.  It  is  strange,  and  almost  a  miracle,  that  the  present 
"  triple  alliance  "  has  lasted  over  three  years,  and  that  apparent  cordiality  still  exists 
among  the  contracting  powers.  You  inform  me  how  things  are  gjoing  on  in  relation  to 
the  Oriental  Republic,  and  I  need  no  hints  to  conceive  the  secret  intentions  of  Brazil  in 
reference  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  Your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that,  whatever 
may  happen,  my  gratitude  to  the  imperial  government  for  its  confidence  and  distin- 
guished favors  (alluding  to  the  full  powers  he  had  received)  will  be  reasons  snflBcient 
to  make  me  wish  it  all  possible  success,  and  give  it  all  the  advantages  of  my  officii 
position." 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  III  has  a  mortgage  on  that  vast  region  of  Brazil  north  of  the 
Amazon,  and  has  done  all  he  could  to  get  a  prince  of  his  house  on  a  throne  of  Sooth 
America.  His  original  idea  was  to  extend  his  colony  of  Cayenne  by  annexing  to  it 
British  and  Dutch  Guiana,  to  be  acquired  by  purchase,  and  then  add  the  Brazilian  ter- 
ritory mentioned,  so  as  to  form  an  empire  or  kingdom  almost  as  large  as  Mexico.  In 
case  Brazil  chose  to  pa^  off  the  mortgage,  he  proposed  to  erect  a  kingdom  on  the  Plata, 
containing  bH  the  territory  east  of  the  Plata,  Paraguay  and  Parana  rivers,  or  composed 
of  Paraguay,  Mato  Qrosso,  and  Eastern  Bolivia ;  and  as  inducement,  ho  proposed  to 
marry  the  new  monarch  to  a  princess  of  the  house  of  Braganza. 

This  proposition  did  not  meet  with  much  favor  in  Brazu  because  the  nobility  there 
preferred  annexing  the  conj[uered  territory  to  Brazil ;  or  in  case  of  a  new  empire,  they 
wanted  one  of  their  own  princes  or  princesses  to  occupy  the  tl^rone,  proposing  the  Coimt 
d'Eu,  or  the  Duke  of  Sax,  with  his  wife,  the  second  a^tnghter  of  the  house  of  BraxiL 

In  his  conferences  with  the  statesmen  above  mentioned,  Washburn  rejeeted  the  French 
pToi>o6ition,  on  account  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  professed  by  the  North  American  gov- 
ernment, not  to  permit  the  erection  of  any  throne  on  the  American  continent,  or  at 
least  no  throne  for  a  European  j^rince.  For  the  same  reason  he  opposed  the  founding 
of  a  throne  for  a  prince  of^  Brazil,  because  Napoleon  would  not  allow  any  of  the  Bour- 
bon family  on  a  new  throne  in  Europe. 

The  dominant  idea  at  Rio  Janeiro  was  to  annex  Paraguay,  or  a  portion  of  it,  direetly 
to  Brazil,  as  a  province.  It  was  insisted  that  such  was  the  traditional  policy  of  the 
empire,  and  that  Paraguay  ought  to  belong  to  Brazil  by  right  of  con<^nest,  aod  as  a 
necessary  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  objection  to  this  was  thai  to 
admit  Paraguayans  to  a  full  enjoyment  of  all  rights  and  privileges  as  BraziUan  citi- 
zens would  be  treating  a  conquered  race  with  too  much  leniency,  when  they  ongbt  to 
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be  made  to  suffer  for  obstinate  resistance,  and  to  be  deprived  of  any  vote  or  interest  in 
their  home  government. 

Those  opposed  to  the  erection  of  Paraguay  into  a  kingdom  said  such  a  measure  would 
encoora^e  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire ;  and  Counsellor  Paranhos,  senator  from 
the  province  of  Mato  Grosso,  was  accused  of  not  being  very  orthodox  in  regard  to  the 
inteflity  of  the  empire. 
'  OSiers  proposed  a  temporary  state  for  the  second  princess  and  her  husband  the  Duke 
of  Sax,  to  prevent  them  from  disturbing  the  quiet  of  the  present  empire. 

Washburn  proposed  to  make  Paraguay  a  colony,  direcuy  dependent  on  the  imperial 

crown,  to  be  governed  by  regents  appointed  by  Brazil.    He  said  this  would  be  in  hdr- 

mony  with  its  present  system  of  government,  and  would  be  well  suited  for  such  a  back- 

'  ward  country  as  Paraguay,  where  the  chief  offices  are  now  held  by  foreigners,  and  it 

did  not  matter  whether  the  Count  d'Eu  or  any  other  person  held  the  title  of  viceroy  or 

Svemor  geiAraL  Ever  since  the  Paraguayan  expedition.  Count  d*Eu  had  wanted  to 
eommander-in-chief  of  the  Brazilian  army  in  Paraguay,  no  doubt  with  the  ultimate 
intention  of  becomine  governor ;  but  he  did  not  insist  on  the  position,  for  fear  of  excit- 
inxthe  suspicion  of  the  allies ;  yet  he  still  aspired  to  the  same  place. 

Washburn  suggested  some  of  the  Paraguay  leaders,  but  their  ideas  were  for  inde- 
pendence, and  Count  d*Eu  would  make  them  as  good  a  ruler  as  they  deserved. 

Deponent  knows  that  when  the  new  issue  of  paper  money  was  made  in  October  last, 
the  committee  summoned  Washburn  to  a  conference  to  determine  if  it  would  not  be 
weD  to  retain  most  of  the  new  currency  for  themselves,  and  thus  prevent  Lopez  fronl 
getting  hold  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was 
considered  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  send  most  of  the  paper  issue  out  of  the 
country  to  Marquis  Caxias,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  received  by  the 
Bnzihan  government  at  a  fixed  rate.  In  fact,  the  proposal  was  subsequently  carried 
oat  by  the  agency  of  Washburn,  who  carried  large  quantities  of  the  new  paper  money 
to  Caxiaa,  as  well  as  ounces  of  gold  and  other  valuables.  Deponent  d«es  not  know 
how  much  was  sent,  nor  in  what  way ;  but  he  is  certain  it  was  done  more  than  once. 

Most  of  this  money  was  intended  as  a  present  to  Caxias,  or  rather  as  a  bribe  to  favor 
Ae  Paraguayans  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  and  to  engage  him  to  aid  them. 

Deponent  Knows  tnat  Washburn  had  Caxias's  promise  of  many  thousand  ounces  for 
the  part  he  was  to  take  in  the  conspiracy,  but  Washburn  never  told  him  exactly  how 
mncn  he  was  to  get. 

Deponent  knows  that  about  the  middle  of  last  year  the  leaders  of  the  conspiracy  con- 
cdred  great  hopes  of  large  profits  from  the  contribution  ofjewelry  and  plato  by  the 
fair  sex  of  the  nation,  and  were  much  disappointed  when  Lopez  determined  to  take 
only  the  twentieth  part  of  what  was  offered.  Yet,  as  the  collection  of  this  twentieth 
woold  be  confided  to  the  treasury  department,  the  chie&  of  committees  would  get  their 
share  by  entering  in  their  books  only  a  portion  of  what  they  collected,  and  by  persuad- 
ing the  ^vers  not  to  limit  themselves  to  a  twentieth. 

Speaking  of  the  gold  and  paper  money  sent  to  Caxias,  to  make  him  hunr  up  with 
the  promised  aid,  Washburn  said  to  deponent,  that  if  that  was  the  idea  of  the  revolu- 
tionists, they  would  be  greatly  disappointed,  for  Caxias  knew  how  to  take  care  of  num- 
ber one,  and  would  delay  operations,  Just  to  get  more  money  out  of  them,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  not  killing  the  hen  that  laid  golden  eggs. 

Washburn  rejoiced  to  see  this  money  sent  away,  because  it  would  deprive  Lopez  of 
means  to  continue  the  war,  and  in  case  he  fled  the  country,  he  would  find  the  coffers 
of  the  treasury  empty.  And  he  used  to  laugh  at  the  poverty  of  the  new  government 
to  be  erected  when  the  allies  triumphed,  at  not  finding  a  cent  in  the  treasury,  nor  any- 
where else:  they  would  have  to  sell  the  whole  country  to  pay  the  war  debt;  and  he 
compared  tne  poor  people  to  the  Hebrews  in  Egypt,  that  were  ordered  to  make  bricks 
when  they  had  no  straw  to  make  them  with ;  said  the  beggars  would  be  richer  than 
the  nation ;  and  then  he  would  illustrate  by  pertinent  anecootes,  as  was  his  custom. 

Washburn  said  the  excuse  Caxias  gave  the  leaders  of  the  revolution  for  not  aiding 
them,  according  to  promise,  by  sending  his  fleet  above  Humaita,  was  his  fear  of  torpe- 
does, of  which  the  Brazilians  had  a  mortal  dread,  and  Washburn  could  not  convince 
Caxias  that  his  fear  of  torpedoes  was  unfounded  and  ridiculous. 

When  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  here  told  Washburn  he  was  afraid  Masterman 
and  deponent  would  escape  from  the  American  legation  and  go  over  to  the  enemy,  he 
promised  to  keep  them  in  a  secure  place  till  he  could  send  them  to  Washington,  and 
aetnally  confined  them  to  one  room,  where  they  were  under  a  kind  of  arrest,  with  a 
promise  not  to  come  out  for  twenty  days,  when  the  affair  would  be  forgotten. 

On  the  9th  day  of  November,  as  a  first  act  of  ratification,  deponent  said :  That  all 
the  foregoing  declarations  he  had  heard  read  are  the  same  he  made  in  respect  to  truth 
«nd  in  answer  to  questions  put  to  him  in  reference  to  his  participation  in  the  infamous 
conspiracy  against  the  country  and  government  of  the  republic,  all  he  did  in  favor  of 
the  revolution,  and  all  he  knew  about  the  iniquitous  combinations  to  overthrow  it ; 
that  he  has  nothing  to  contradict,  but  has  much  else  to  say,  that  he  did  not  remember 
before,  via: 
Deponent  declarea  that  as  early  as  1864,  the  imperial  government  kept  a  secret  agent 
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or  spy  in  Corrientes^  Darned  Macbado,  who  waa  favored  in  every  way  by  tbe  sovern- 
nient  there,  in  compliance  with  Mitre's  orders ;  and  this  he  learned  from  Macbado 
himself)  who  was  an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  from  the  governor,  Lagrana,  to  whom 
deponent  was  presented  by  Machado,  in  the  year  1865,  when  in  Corrientea,  on  bis  way 
t )  this  republic. 

In  tbe  la«t  voyage  of  the  steamer  Marqnis  OUnda  from  Montevideo  to  Comentes,  in 
November,  1864,  the  ex-president  of  tbe  Argentine  confederation^  Santiago  Derquif  i 
came  a  passenger.  After  the  battle  of  Pavon,  he  had  lived  a  refugee  in  Montevideo,  and 
Mitre  now  let  uim  come  back  to  Corrientes,  to  act  as  a  secret  agent  in  the  war  against 
Paraj^uay.  He  did  act  as  such,  and  when  Paunero  came  up  with  the  Brazilian  sqoad- 
ron  to  attack  the  city  of  Corrientes,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1865,  he  landed  at  the  Derqni 
villa,  where  he  ^ot  information  preparatory  to  his  attack  on  Corrientes.  Aootber 
brancb  of  Derqui's  business  was  to  stop  aU  communication  between  Qeneral  Urquia 
and  President  Lopez,  for  which  he  waa  peculiarly  fitted,  because  he  had  b#en  the  firiend 
of  both  parties,  and  because  of  his  central  position  in  Corrientes. 

During  Waj^hbum's  six  months'  stay  in  Corrientes  he  bought  many  thonsand  dollars 
of  Paraguay  paper  money  at  a  great  discount,  and  when  he  reachea  Asuncion  he  sold 
it  at  a  premium,  thus  making  large  profits  in  the  speculation.  This  money  had  been  left 
in  Corrientes  when  the  Paraguay  army  evacuated  that  city,  and  of  coarse  it  was  worth 
little  at  the  time  Washburn  was  there.  He  was  also  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  bills 
of  excbange  on  Rio  Janeiro  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  making  immense  profits  by  their 
sale,  thus  speculating  on  the  necessities  of  the  people.  When  he  came  up  to  Parajgnay 
he  brought  a  cargo  of  groceries,  not  for  his  personal  use,  but  to  sell  at  an  exorbitant 
price  to  the  needy  who  had  the  money  to  pay  for  them 

Washburn  also  pnt  into  his  pocket  the  half  of  seven  and  odd  thousand  dollars,  which 
he  recovered  from  the  Paraguay  government  for  a  Crerman  Jew,  named  Luis  Yager, 
who  pretended  to  be  an  American  citizen,  for  damages  done  him  by  the  army  while  ha 
was  at  Bellavi^ta. 

WaAbbum  witnessed  the  attack  on  the  bank  of  Ytapim,  on  the  10th  of  April,  from  a 
steamer  belonging  to  the  well-known  ^Santiago  Caustan ;  he  knew  beforehand  that 
Lieutenant  Romero  was  going  to  make  the  attack.  A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  the 
2d  of  May,  Washburn  was  at  Mitre's  headquarters,  attending  the  examination  of  tw(» 
Paraguay  deserters,  old  acquaintances  of  his,  named  Bernardo  Recalde  and  Mannd 
Alonzo  or  Decoud,  from  whom  he  expected  to  get  important  information  for  Mit^e. 

Washburn  began  to  show  hostility  to  the  government  of  Paraguay  soon  after  his  sec- 
ond arrival  there,  and  he  found  a  worthy  colleague  in  the  person  of  Cochelet,  the 
French  consul,  who  was  less  disguised  than  Washburn  in  his  hatred  for  Lopez. 

The  great  opposition  of  the  foreign  residents  of  Asuncion  to  the  celebration  of  inde- 
pendence day,  the  25th  of  December,  1H66,  was  doe  to  the  influence  of  Waahbum  and 
Cochelet  upon  that  portion  of  the  p^opulation. 

When  Washburn  visited  Caxias,  in  March,  1867,  he  found  him  troubled  by  ridienloos 
rumors  about  the  great  help  that  Paraguay  expected  from  Bolivia,  Rio  Janeiro,  and 
Buenos  Ayres  newspapers;  said  Lopez  had  employed  two  or  three  thousand  men  to 
open  a  road  to  Bolivia  over.the  Chaco  plains ;  that  Dr.  Carreras  had  been  to  BoUvia 
two  or  three  times  as  agent  of  the  Paraguay  government ;  that  a  Bolivian  minister  had 
arrived  at  Asuncion,  where  he  waa  received  with  banqueta  and  illumination:  and 
finally,  that  besides  sending  a  quantity  of  ammunition,  Bolivia  was  ready  to  throw 
itself  into  the  arms  of  Paraguay. 

Washburn  confirmed  the  report  about  arms,  so  as  to  excite  Caxias  against  Bolivia; 
and  he  did  swear  to  divide  that  republic  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic, 
after  the  conquest. 

On  that  same  occasion  Caxias  gave  Washburn  to  understand  that  the  Spaniah  gov- 
ern mont  had  been  for  years  united  with  the  imperial  government  in  hostility  to  the 
republics  of  the  Pacific ;  that  Brazil  sympathizea  with  Spain  in  her  present  waragauut 
them,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  for  Brazil  and  Spain  to  make  common  cause  agMiut 
their  mutual  enemies  in  South  America. 

It  was  at  this  visit,  too,  that  Washburn  interceded  with  Caxias  fcnr  his  friend.  Dr. 
Carreras,  asking  his  life  and  property  to  be  spared,  and  promising  his  aid  in  the  pro- 
jected revolution. 

At  Caxias's  camp  Washburn  met  Captain  Watson,  secretary  of  tbe  British  legation 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  formed  an  intrigue  with  him  to  tiy  to  influence  the  diplomatie 
body  in  that  city,  by  means  of  letters  and  false  reports  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Para> 
guay,  sent  verbally  by  Watson. 

Deponent  was  to  have  attended  Washburn  on  that  trip,  as  secretary  or  interpreter, 
for  Washburn  had  invited  him  to  go,  and  leave  had  already  been  obtained  from  tlie 
proper  source;  but  Washburn  embarked  hastily,  without  saying  a  word  to  deponent, 
and  left  him  greatly  disappointed.  Washburn  never  explained  to  deponent  the  cause 
of  this  strange  conduct^  but  he  supposes  that  Benigno  Lopez,  or  somebody  else  whom 
he  consulted,  advised  him  not  to  take  deponent  along,  as  it  might  be  dangerous  to  tmat 
him  with  such  important  secrets. 
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In  hia  digpatches  to  his  own  goyernment,  Washburn  said  nothing  of  his  complioity 
in  the  revolution,  but  tried  to  influence  his  government  against  the  cause  of  Paraguayi 
not  saying  he  knew  anything  of  a  conspixacyi  but  hinting  there  might  be  such  a  thing. 
It  is  well  Known  that  Washburn  and  Cochelet  had  full  knowledge  of  the  conspiracy,  and 
took  part  in  all  that  was  done,  up  to  the  time  of  Cochelet's  departure ;  and  that  Wash- 
bom  &vored  the  object  of  the  meeting  at  Salinares,  and  did  all  he  could  for  it ;  thus 
he  may  be  considered  an  accomplice  in  that  pact,  just  as  much  as  if  he  had  signed  the 
document. 

During  his  second  residence  in  Paraguay,  Washburn  wrote  a  book,  or  more  properly 
a  libel,  entitled  "  History  of  Paraguay/'  the  material  of  which  was  taken  mostly  fkom 
books  and  pamphlets  published  by  the  enemy  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war;  particularly  irom  certain  pamphlets  written  by  Hopkins,  Manuel  Pedro  de  Pella, 
and  Luciano  Becalde.  All  he  says  about  Paraguay  proper  he  got  from  deponent's  his- 
torical manuscripts.  Deponent  also  furnished  Tiini  with  private  data,  which  Wai^burn 
did  not  make  proper  use  of,  for  he  could  not  distinguish  what  was  of  real  value  from 
what  was  mere  tradition ;  therefore  deponent  denounces  and  repudiates  the  use  Wa^- 
bum  made  of  his  materiaJs,  as  they  were  used  for  a  purpose  entirely  contrary  to  that 
which  deponent  intended  to  use  them  for. 

The  book  is  chiefly  composed  of  anecdotes,  witticisms,  and  jokes,  collected  by  Wash* 
bum  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  to  serve  as  illuminations  to  his  apocryphal  history. 
In  it  he  represents  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay  as  a  hybrid  and  semi-savage  race,  in- 
heriting aU  the  bad  equalities  of  their  progenitors,  the  Spaniards  and  Indians,  without 
any  of  the  good  qualities  of  those  original  races.  He  expresses  the  opinion  that  the 
Paraguay  race  is  destined  to  extinction,  and  deserves  that  fate  for  its  abject  humility 
and  hypocritical  adulation  of  the  most  infamous  tyrant  of  ancient  or  modem  history. 
For* instance,  to  cover  Marshal  Lopez  with  scorn  and  vituperation,  he  begins  by  an 
attack,  blasphemous,  impious,  and  violent  in  its  language,  upon  St.  Francis  of  Salos, 
because  the  marshal  bears  the  name  of  that  saint ;  and  notwithstanding  the  great 
£svors  he  received  from  the  marshars  mother,  he  insinuates  in  his  book  that  she  stole 
the  jew^  belonging  to  the  Virgin  of  Miracles,  at  Caacupe. 

He  made  infinite  fun  of  Lopez's  campaign  in  Corrieiites,  in  1846,  and  ridiculed  his 
mission  to  Europe,  his  mediation  in  the  Plata,  and  everything  he  did  up  to  the  time  he 
was  made  President,  which  he  says  was  effected  by  force,  and  not  by  voluntary  votes. 
He  says  Lopez's  government  is  not  different  from  that  of  the  dictator  Francia ;  or  if  there 
is  any  difference,  Lopez's  is  worse,  his  will  being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  He 
declxires  Lopez's  intention  was  to  crown  himself  Emperor  if  he  succeeded  in  this  war: 
that  his  unbounded  ambition  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  war;  and  that  his  cunning  ana 
dupUcitv  are  equal  to  his  treachery  and  cowardice ;  for  he  never  exposed  himself  to 
personal  danger.  With  surprising  inconsistency,  Washburn  expressed  similar  opinions 
of  the  allies,  thus  making  himself  an  Ishmael*of  modern  times,  who  turns  his  pen  impar- 
tially against  his  pretended  friends  as  well  as  asainst  his  enemies;  and  he  was  right 
when  he  said  no  country  in  South  America  would  receive  him  after  the  publication  of 
his  book. 

He  even  calumniated  and  villified  his  confederates,  the  Emperor,  Mitre,  Caxias,  Poli- 
doro,  Tamandar^,  and  Ignacio,  accusing  the  leaders  of  the  allies,  particularly  Caxias, 
Tamandar^,  and  Ignacio,  as  being  cowards,  unfit  to  command.  He  rejoiced  to  ridicule 
the  agonizing  situation  of  Brazil,  illustrating  it  by  liia  vulgar  jests  and  anecdotes,  and 
exnlted  in  its  exhaustion  of  men,  money,  and  credit.  He  insisted  that  there  was  a 
strong  republican  party  in  Brazil;  and  dwelling  upon  the  immense  extent  of  the  empire, 
the  want  of  union  between  its  distant  provinces,  and  the  great  evil  of  slavery^  he 
prophesied  a  sudden  dissolution  of  Brazil,  and  its  reconstruction  into  several  republics ; 
and  this  probability,  he  said,  was  admitted  by  Caxias  himself. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  Caxias,  Washburn  broaches  the  grand  question :  What  is  to 
be  done  with  Lopez  after  he  is  caught  f  and  he  answers  it  himself:  Let  him  be  delivered 
up  to  the  tender  merciea  of  his  own  people.  He  then  suggests  the  formation  of  a  tribunal 
of  inquiry,  or  what  was  anciently  called  a  high  court  of  impeachment,  to  investigate 
all  the  acts  of  Lopez's  administration ;  the  record  of  this,  he  said,  would  fill  more  Uiaii 
one  hundrvKl  reams  of  stamped  paper,  filled  with  the  testimony  of  his  victims ;  for  there 
was  not  a  family  in  the  republic  tnat  did  not  wear  mourning  through  his  crimes,  and 
every  living  member  of  them  would  cry  for  vengeance  against  the  author  of  their  mis- 
fortunes and  calamities.  In  this  manner,  he  said,  justice  would  be  s^itisfied,  and  the 
allies  would  save  themselves  the  compunction  and  opprobrium  that  would  certainly 
persecute  them  if  they  repeated  the  sanguinary  drama  of  Paisandu. 

At  sunset,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  m  July,  Washburn  got  a  note  from  the  ministry 
of  foreign  affairs,  asking  for  Berges's  papers.  He  immediately  hunted  up  hiding  places 
for  his  treasonable  documents,  and  finished  by  consigning  many  of  them  to  the  flames, 
as  th«  safest  place  for  them.  He  peribrmed  a  i^ood  joke  by  putting  some  he  wanted  to 
keep  in  a  demgohn  of  brandy,  to  be  preserved  in  spirits,  until  he  could  get  away  from 
the  accursed  country.    But  he  needed  the  liquor  so  much,  he  drank  it,  though  it  smelt 

46  D  c— VOL.  n 


Digitized  by 


Google 


722  DIPLOMATIC    OOBBESPONDENCE. 

and  tasted  strongly  of  treason,  and  then  broke  the  bottom  of  thedem^ohn  and  extneted 
the  {MiperSj  safe  and  sound,  and  in  a  good  state  of  preserration. 

In  addition  to  what  deponent  said  abont  Washbnm's  intrigues  with  Caxias,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  he  says  that  Washburn  wrote  three  letters  to  Kirkland;  eaeh  one 
different  in  tenor  from  the  others.  He  sent  the  first  from  San  Fernando  to  Caxiaa.  In 
it  he  did  not  say  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  quit  the  country  or  to  stay;  but  be 
revised  to  go  overland  through  the  enemy's  lines.  This  was  a  mere  dilatoiy  process  on 
the  part  ot  Washburn. 

Arter  his  returning  fr^m  San  Fernando,  Washburn  and  Caxias  were  anxious  fw  tiie 
Wasp  to  come  up,  as  they  feared  the  conspiracy  was  about  to  be  discovered.  When 
he  got  the  second  note  from  Kirkland  announcing  Caxias's  new  propoad  to  send  s 
Brazilian  steamer  to  the  ])ort  of  Tacuaras,  Washburn  wrote  him  a  nirioos  snsw^er, 
accusing  him  of^stupidity,  ordering  him  to  inform  Caxias  of  his  intention,  and  to  come 
up  the  river  immediately,  cost  what  it  might. 

Washburn  sent  that  letter  without  consulting  anybody  about  it;  but  when  he  found 
Carreras,  Rodriguez,  and  deponent  opposed  to  its  tenor,  believing  it  would  do  more 
harm  than  good,  he  regretted  that  he  had  written  it. 

After  some  dispatches  exchanged  by  telegraph  with  the  French  consul  and  Cokmd 
Caminos,  Washburn  recovered  courage,  and  believing  his  relations  with  the  Pua- 
guayan  government  in  a  better  condition  than  he  had  supposed,  he  declined  leaving 
the  country  immediately.  Then  revoking  his  former  letter  that  had  not  gone  from 
San  Fernando,  he  wrote  another  ordering  Commander  Kirkland  to  go  back  to  Buenos 
Avres,  pretending  a  disagreement  with  Caxias  as  a  pretext,  and  to  return  in  a  couple 
or  months,  by  which  time  he  hoped  the  revolution  would  take  place,  if  Caxias  Imt  the 
promised  aid. 

In  reference  to  the  proposed  proclamation  arranged  between  Caxias  and  Herges,  to 
to  be  issued  on  the  day  the  revolution  broke  out,  as  before  mentioned,  deponent  has  to 
add,  that  the  idea  of  promulgating  it  was  abandoned.  The  three  allied  govemmenti 
had  already  acknowledged  the  new  revolutionary  government  as  the  i^  expression 
of  the  national  will,  and  as  such  it  had  been  admitted  by  formal  treaty  to  the  rank  <^ 
a  fourth  power  in  a  new  alliance,  and  to  show  their  ^nerosity  the  allies  had  insnred 
the  independence  and  self-government  of  the  republic,  within  certain  limits,  and  had 
modified  the  more  onerous  conditions  of  the  secret  treaty  of  May. 

Washburn  did  not  inform  his  government  of  his  ^mplicity  in  the  revolution,  but  he 
tried  to  prejudice  it  against  Lopez,  in  this  manner:  He  said  the  sufferinsB  of  the 
unhappy  people  of  Paraguay  had  been  so  varied  and  severe,  that  they  had  bera 
agonized  by  the  three  greatest  plagues  that  humanity  can  bear,  namely — war,  pesti- 
lence, and  famine — all  of  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  them  by  Lopes,  wit£  the 
additional  suftering  under  the  yoke  of  the  most  terrible  despotism  that  the  subjects  of 
a  tyrant  were  ever  known  to  endure ;  that  it  would  be  a  miracle  of  patience  if  the 
long-suffering  people  did  not  wish  an  end  of  the  war^  no  matter  how  effected,  and  he 
would  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  the  more  daring  spirits  took  the  business  into  tbdr 
•  hands.  And  he  added,  that,  although  he  did  not  know  positively,  for  he  was  neatnL 
yet  he  had  good  reasons  to  believe  that  persons  composing  the  present  govemmeiit^ 
that  is,  the  public  functionaries,  would  desire  nothing  better  than  to  get  rid  of  Mar- 
shal Lopez.  He  was.  astonished  that  this  had  not  been  attempted  long  ago,  by  a  revo- 
lution, for  it  is  well  known  that  revolutions  of  that  kind  are  as  common  as  the  nev 
moons  in  all  the  South  American  republics.  To  illustrate  this  assertion,  there  is  the 
Argentine  province  of  Rioja  that  has  had  no  less  than  seventeen  governors  in  tvo 
years,  all  of  them  put  up  or  down  by  revolutions. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  year  depon»5nt  made  out  an  annotated  catalogue  d 
persons  decorated  with  the  order  of  merits  with  a  specification  of  the  five  irrades  into 
which  it  is  distributed.  This  work  was  done  for  Washbumi  The  list  had  nuffgiml 
blanks  for  the  insertion  of  remarks  concerning  the  good  or  bad  luck  of  the  bearen 
since  the  reception  of  the  honor. 

The  purpose  of  this  list  was  to  demonstrate,  as  Washburn  thought,  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  military  men  so  decorated  were  not  living :  and  of  the  civilians,  alnert 
all  of  them  had  fallen  into  disfavor  with  the  marshal,  and  no  doubt  all  of  them  wished 
the  enemy  success. 

Deponent  thinks  a  copy  of  this  list  was  sent  by  Washburn  in  April  laat  to  his 
-government,  to  prepare  it  for  the  revolution  that  would  certainly  take  place.  He  ak» 
IS  certain  a  copy  was  sent  to  Caxias  before  that  date,  though  he  cannot  B»y  exactly 
when. 

The  second  examination  for  ratification  resulted  as  follows : 

On  the  8th  day  of  December,  1868,  the  accused,  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  was  snmmoiied 
to  appear  before  the  judges  and  notary  in  presence  of  J.  M.  Ramsay,  and  W.  A.  Khk- 
land,  deputized  by  Kear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis  of  the  American  squadron,  and  took  s 
solemn  oath  to  speak  the  truth  to  all  questions  put  to  him  in  the  present  examination. 
His  farmer  depositions  were  then  read  to  him,  and  he  was  asked  if  he  acknowledged 
them  and  the  signatures  at  the  bottom,  if  they  were  his;    uid  he  tepUed  that  be 
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atkaowledged  th«  depositions  as  the  same  that  had  been  taken  down  from  his  dicta- 
tita,  and  the  handwriting  as  that  which  he  always  nses  in  signing  his  name  in 
Spsniflh. 

He  was  also  asked  if  he  affinned  and  ratified  these  declarations  under  the  solemn 
Mth  he  had  taken,  and  if  he  had  anything  to  take  from  or  add  to  them ;  and  he 
answered  that  he  confirmed  and  ratified  them^  and  had  nothing  to  add  to  or  take  from 
tiMoif  farther  thui  what  had  been  already  done. 

All  of  which  having  been  read  in  presence  of  Mr.  Ramsay  and  Mr.  Kirkland,  they 
ngned  as  witnesses  with  the  Judges  in  the  case,  and  the  accused,  who  ratified  his 
deelarations  before  me,  the  notary. 

PORTER  CORNELIUS  BLISS. 
DONATO  GAMARRA,  Notary, 

Jvsrro  BoMAN,  * 

Fidel  Maiz. 

Frakcmco  M.  Ram  sat, 

W.  A  KlRKLAND, 

Qjfieen  <m  board  (Ms  Amerioan  Gmnboat  Wa9p, 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  record  made  by  authority  of  the  judges,  and 
agned  by  them  in  presence  of  the  notary  in  the  case  at  the  encampment  of  POtysyry, 
on  the  9Ui  of  December,  1668. 

JUSTO  ROMAN. 

FIDEL  MAIZ. 

DONATO  QAMARRA,  Notary. 


APPENDIX. 


[BEINa  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  AND  THE  (K)VERNMENT  OF  PARAGUAY,  FROM  MARCH  26TH, 
18()8,  TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  MR.  WASHBURN'S  MISSION.] 

Mr.  Washburn  to  8enor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  March  26,  1868. 

Sir:  In  a  recent  interview  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your 
honor,  you  were  kind  enough  to  remark  that  it  might  be  of  advantage 
to  me  in  making  excursions  into  the  country  if  I  had  a  passport  from 
jrour  office.  Though  I  have  never  suffered  any  inconveuience  a*i  yet 
from  Dot  having  a  passport,  but  have  always  experienced  either  with  or 
without  one  the  same  courtesy  and  kindness  from  all,  both  officials  and 
private  citizens,  yet,  as  your  honor  remarked,  at  this  time,  when  extra 
vigilance  and  care  are  required,  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  passport  from 
joor  honor  might  be  of  service  in  preventing  any  misunderstsinding  on 
the  part  of  officials  and  consequently  avert  anything  that  might  cause 
annoyance.  I  will  therefore  thank  your  honor  if  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience you  will  send  me  such  passport  as  may  be  of  service  in  pre- 
venting any  difficulty  or  misunderstanding. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  honor  assurances  of  distin- 
guished consideration  and  esteem. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Oijmesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Relations. 
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SeH&r  Bmiiez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translatioii.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  Foreign  Belationb, 

Luquej  March  27, 1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  the  26tii 
instant,  in  reply  to  my  saggestion  that  yon  shoald  have  a  passport  to  go 
to  the  country,  that  you  had  never  been  molested  without  one.  I  said  in 
times  like  these,  a  passport  would  be  of  no  disadvantage,  and  might  be 
of  service  to  you;  you  asked  for  one. 

In  reply  I  must  say  to  you,  that  when  I  offered  to  give  you  a  pass  to 
go  out  of  the  city,  it  was  to  protect  you  from  molestation  by  the  patrol 
and  sentries  or  other  officers  to  whom  you  might  not  be  known;  and  one 
would  have  been  sent  to  you  immediately,  if  you  had  tcdd  me  where  yoa 
wanted  to  go. 

If  you  will  tell  me  where  you  wish  to  go,  one  will  be  sent  you.  This 
luestion  is  asked,  not  because  we  care  where  you  wish  to  go,  but  to  save 
you  trouble  on  the  way,  though  it  seems  from  your  note  that  you  do  not 
wish  to  betray  the  place  of  your  destination. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  consideratioD 
and  esteem. 

GUMESDTOO  BENTTEZ. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  cfec,  cfec,  <fcc. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 
[TranBlatioii.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Luque^  March  29, 1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  tiic 
26th  instant,  in  which,  referring  to  my  observation  on  the  expediency 
of  your  carrying  a  passport,  in  case  you  went  into  the  country,  you 
were  pleased  to  say  that  you  had  never  yet  been  molested  for  want  of 
one.  but  had  ever  been  treated  with  civility  by  everybody,  citizens  w 
well  as  soldiers;  yet,  at  my  suggestion,  that  in  these  troublous  times, 
when  double  vigilance  was  required,  a  passport  might  be  of  service  to 
you,  to  prevent  you  being  molested  by  officers,  and  to  prevent  other  dif- 
ficulties, therefore  you  requested  a  passport  of  that  character  to  be  seat 
to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding.  In  reply, 
I  must  say  to  you,  that  when  I  offered  you  a  passport  for  the  special 
occasion  of  an  excursion  into  the  country,  when  you  would  have  to  go 
out  of  the  capital,  it  was  done  with  the  intention  of  preventing  any  mis- 
understanding with  the  patrol  and  military  sentinels  of  the  military  pe6t 
where  jou  had  your  residence,  and  with  officials  outside  of  those  limits 
to  whom  you  might  not  be  personally  known.  I  would  have  sent  you 
the  passport  immediately,  if  you  had  been  civil  enough  to  infonn  me 
where  you  wanted  to  go. 

I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  indicate  this  circumstance,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  department  has  no  other  interest  in  knowing  it 
than  to  save  you  firom  trouble,  and  if  you  do  not  see  fit  to  do  so,  as 
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appears  in  your  note^  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  we  will  not  insist  on  its 
acceptance. 

Yours,  &c.y 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 
HoiL  Ghabi.es  a.  Washbubn,  &c.^  £c.j  &c. 


Sekor  JBenitez  to  Mr.  Washburn.  « 

[Translation.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  Fobeign  Eblations, 

Luque,  April  25, 1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the 
19th,  in  which,  after  alluding  to  a  former  interview  about  sending  the 
correspondence  for  your  government  to  the  representative  of  the  United 
States  in  Buenos  Ayres,  you  state  that  every  day  makes  it  more  neces- 
Mtfy  to  send  on  that  correspondence,  and  then  you  give  me  the  reasons 
therefor,  and  end  by  asking  me  to  make  this  known  to  the  President, 
that  he  may  order  it  to  be  sent  by  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  have  <k>mmunicated  the  contents  of  that  note  to  my  government: 
and  knowing  it  to  be  your  duty  to  correspond  with  your  government,  I 
am  ordered  to  inform  you  that  the  correspondence  of  the  legation  will 
be  received  in  the  department  and  transmitted  by  the  secretary  general 
in  the  same  manner  as  your  other  communications. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distingaished  consideration. 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 

Hon.  Chables  A.  Washbuen,  ifec.,  ifec,  cfcc. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translation.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  Fobeign  Eelations, 

Luqucy  May  9,  1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day asking  an  interview  with  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  request- 
ing me  to  make  the  desire  known  to  him,  with  other  particulars  in  the 
note. 

In  reply  I  am  pleased  to  inform  yon  that  the  President  will  receive  you 
at  his  headquarters :  and  I  am  authorized  to  place  at  your  disposal  the 
first  idle  steamer,  which  order  I  communicate  this  day  to  the  minister  of 
war  imd  marine. 

With  these  remarks,  I  remain  yours,  &c., 

GUMESDOK)  BENITEZ. 

Hon.  Chables  A.  Wabhbubn,  c£rc.,  <£e..  dkc. 
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Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

FTranalatioii.l 

Ministry  of  State  fob  Foreign  affairs, 

Lugue^  June  20, 186& 
The  Portuguese  subject,  Don  Jos^  Maria  Leite  Pereira,  having  disap- 
peared some  days  since  from  his  ordinary  residence  in  Trinidad,  in  con- 
travention of  orders  in  force,  I  have  the  honor  to  inquire  of  your  excel- 
lency if  it  be  true,  as  the  i)olice  has  been  informed,  that  the  said  individ- 
ual is  now  in  the  American  legation,  and  for  how  long  since;  hoping 
your  excellency  will  also  please  inform  me  of  the  nature  and  motive  of 
his  remaining  in  that  legation. 

At  the  same  time  I  beg  your  excellency  will  remit  me  a  list  of  all  tlie 
persons  who,  without  belonging  to  the  legation,  are  shelteiied  in  it 

On  this  occasion  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUME8ISDO  BENITEZ. 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  WaM>um  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  June  22, 1808. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  Ae 
20th  instant,  in  which  you  advise  me  that  the  Portuguese  subject  Jorf 
Maria  Leite  Pereira  had  disappeared  from  his  ordinary  residence  by  eva- 
sion of  the  police  orders,  and  you  request  me  to  inform  you  if,  as  the 
police  had  reported,  he  was  in  this  legation,  and  how  long  he  had  been 
here ;  and  you  add  that  I  am  also  to  inform  you  in  what  quality  and 
with  what  mqtive  he  remains  in  this  legation. 

You  also  re-quest  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  will  send  you  a  list  of 
all  the  persons  that,  without  belonging  to  the  legation,  are  sheltered 
by  it. 

You  will  permit  me  to  observe  that  all  these  questions  pertain  to  the 
internal  affairs  of  this  legation,  ard  that  therefore  I  am  under  no  obli- 
gation, except  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  return  any  answers  to  theaL 
Nevertheless  I  shall  give  you  the  desired  information,  so  fair  as  I  have 
it,  though  the  note  of  your  honor  calls  for  it  in  terms  so  peremptory  as 
would  justify  me  in  withholding  it. 

The  individual  mentioned  by  you,  Don  Jos6  Maria  Leite  Pereira,  wh<HD 
I  had  always  known  as  the  acting  consul  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  and 
so  recognized  him  on  various  official  occasions,  came  to  this  legation, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  on  the  16th  instant  They  have  remained  here 
ever  since  in  the  quality  of  guests  of  Mrs.  Washburn  and  myselfl  Of 
his  motives  in  coming  here  I  am  not  further  informed  than  that  they  are 
founded  on  the  representation  of  Mr.  Cuberville,  at  present  in  charge  of 
the  French  consulate,  after  his  return  fix>m  his  late  visit  to  San  Fernando. 

I  give,  as  requested  by  you,  a  list  of  the  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
legation,  but  whom  I  have  nevertheless  received  within  its  premises 
some  as  guests  and  some  in  other  capacities.  In  my  note  of  the  24tii  of 
February,  which  was  not  sent  but  as  an  accomx)animent  of  that  of  the 
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4th  of  April,  I  gave  a  list  of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  legation.   None 
of  these  are  included  in  the  present  list,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eden,  Mrs.  Thomas  (widow)  and  three  children,  Mrs. 
Cutler  (widow)  and  two  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watts  and  four  children, 
Mr.  Newton  and  four  children,  Mr.  Miles,  English ;  Don  Antonio  de  las 
Cioreras,  and  Don  Francisco  Bodriguez  L{u*reta,  Oriental;  John  A. 
Dnffield  and  Thomas  Carter,  Americans ;  Jos<S  Maria  Leite  Pereira  and 
wife,  Portuguese;  Adolph  Brose,  German. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  A  fairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Tranalation.] 

Ltjque,  June  23, 1868. 

Gumesindo  Benitez,  first  official  in  charge  of  the  department  of  for- 
eign affairs,  presents  his  respects  to  the  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Washburn,  and  has  the  honor  to  inclose 
to  him  a  sealed  package,  sent  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  gunboat 
Wasp.  Gumesindo  Benitez  embraces  the  occasion  to  renew  to  the  hon- 
orable minister  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration  and 
e^eem. 


8enor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[TrauBlation.] 

LuQUE,  June  27, 1868. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note 
of  the  22d  instant,  in  which  is  confirmed  the  fact  that  the  Portuguese 
subject,  Jos^  Maria  Leite  Pereira,  is  sheltered  in  the  legation  of  the 
United  States  in  contravention  of  all  governmental  dispositions. 

Reserving  for  another  occasion  my  answer  to  the  various  points  touched 
upon  in  your  excellency's  note,  I  limit  myself  for  the  present  to  request 
of  your  excellency  that  since  the  aforesaid  Leite  Pereira  is  accused  and 
has  to  api)ear  before  the  proper  tribunal,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  the  police  officer  who  will  present  himself 
for  that  purpose  at  your  house  two  hours  after  the  delivery  of  this  note. 
I  take  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  tlie  United  /States  of  America. 
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Senior  Fermmdez  to  Mr.  WaMnum. 

[XranslatioiL] 

Asuncion,  June  27, 1868. 

M^jor  Fernandez  has  the  honor  to  salute  the  honorable  minister  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  thank  him,  in  the  marshal's  name,  for  the 
notices  in  relation  to  the  Wasp  which  he  intmsted  to  me  for  his  exoel- 
lency. 

Msgor  Fernandez  is  ordered  by  the  marshal  to  request  you  to  tender 
his  thanks  to  Mr.  Eirkland,  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Wasp. 

Major  Fernandez  has  inquired  for  papers  and  packages  to  be  sent  to 
Mr.  Washburn  by  Mr.  Kirk1and,and  has  learned  that  the  enemy's  truce- 
boat  only  delivered  the  note  of  the  20th  instant,  at  l^mbo,  which  he  has 
the  honor  to  make  known  to  you,  with  his  respects. 


Mr.  Wa&hhum  to  SeHor  Benitez. 

LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITBD  StATSS, 

Aaundon^  June  28, 1868. 

Sib  :  At  6  o'clock  last  evening  the  note  of  your  honor  of  the  same  date 
was  left  at  this  legatioh.  Being  absent  at  the  time,  it  was  notdelivefed 
into  my  hands  till  some  time  after.  In  this  note  you  state  that  mine 
of  the  22d  instant  has  confirmed  the  fact  that  Don  Jos^  Maria  Leite 
Pereira  is  sheltered  in  this  legation  in  contravention  of  all  govemmeBt 
orders. 

Your  honor  adds  that,  reserving  to  a  suitable  occasion  your  answer  to 
the  different  points  embraced  in  my  note,  you  limit  yourself  for  the 
present  to  ask  that  the  said  Leite  Pereira  being  accused  and  required  to 
appear  before  the  proper  tribunal,  £  should  deliver  him  to  t^e  police 
ofKcial  who  was  to  call  for  him  two  hours  after  the  delivery  of  your 
letter. 

The  official  came  within  one  hour  after  the  note  of  your  honor  was 
received  by  me,  and  I  advised  him  that  I  would  not  then  deliver  the  said 
Leite  Pereira,  but  would  to-day  write  an  answer  to  your  note  of  yester- 
day, giving  my  reasons  therefor. 

I  must  confess  to  a  very  great  surprise  on  reading  this  note  of  your  i 
honor,  as  I  conceive  that  on  two  very  material  points  it  does  not  ^ow  I 
the  respect  due  to  an  accredited  minister  of  a  friendly  nation.  1  am 
requested  in  a  manner  almost  peremptory  to  deliver  up  a  guest  of  mine, 
against  whom  no  specific  crime  or  charge  is  laid,  and  who,  like  myself,  is 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  accusation  that  you  say  has  been 
made  against  him.  I  am  also  requested  to  deliver  him  to  a  police  officer, 
who  would  be  sent  to  take  him.  This  request  that  a  foreign  minister 
should  deliver  a  party  to  the  police  appears  to  me  of  so  strange  a  nature 
that  under  any  and  all  circumstances  I  must  decline  to  accede  to  it.  All 
that  I  could  do,  even  were  a  grave  and  specific  crime  laid  to  his  charge, 
would  be  to  advise  him  that  my  house  could  no  longer  give  him  an  asy- 
lum ;  and  when  he  was  out  of  it,  then  he  might  deliver  himself  up  to  the 
police,  or  wait  till  he  was  arrested. 

I  find  that  all  the  writers  on  international  law  that  I  have  been  able 
to  consult  agree  both  in  regard  to  extradition  firom  one  country  to  an- 
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other^  and  to  the  delivery  of  persons  who  have  fled  for  asylum  to  the 
legation  of  a  foreign  minister;  that  he  is  not  under  any  obligations  to 
ddiver  them,  except  for  some  definite  and  high  crime  against  the  state 
or  sovereign.  This  being  recognized  as  the  law  in  such  cases,  it  follows 
that  befwe  surrendering  Mr.  I^ite  Poreira  I  must  first  ask  for  the  specific 
offence  or  offences  of  which  he  is  accused.  Says  Yattel,  in  speaking  of 
the  rights  of  asylum :  ^^  When  we  treat  of  certain  commion  offenses,  of 
people  often  more  unfortunate  than  guilty,  or  whose  punishment  is  not 
very  important  to  the  repose  of  society,  the  hotel  of  an  ambassador  may 
weU  serve  as  an  asylum ;  and  it  is  better  to  allow  offenders  of  this  class 
to  escape  than  to  expose  the  minister  to  see  himself  frequently  disturbed 
under  pretext  of  domiciliary  visits — than  to  compromise  the  state  in  the 
inconveniences  which  might  arise.''  ( Vattel,  Law  of  Nations,  book  iv, 
chapter  9,  section  118.) 

Your  honor  will  observe  that  according  to  this  doctrine  the  mere  alle- 
gation that  a  person  is  accused  without  stating  his  offense  is  not  suf- 
ficient reason  why  he  should  be  delivered  up,  and  will  do  me  the  credit, 
I  trust,  to  believe  that  if  I  did  not  surrender  the  individual  in  question 
it  was  from  no  wish  or  intention  of  shielding  any  accused  person  from 
the  penalties  of  violated  laws.  It  was  simply  to  conform  to  the  law  estab- 
lished for  such  cases  so  exactly  as  to  be  my  own  justification  in  so  grave 
a  matter  to  my  own  government  and  the  world. 

The  case  for  me  is  one  of  greater  delicacy  and  responsibility  from  the 
fact  that  up  to  the  day  that  Mr.  Pereira  came  to  my  house  he*  had  been 
known  to  me  and  recognized  by  the  government  of  Paraguay  in  an 
official  caxiacity,  that  of  acting  consul  of  Portugal.*  His  offense  or  crime, 
therefore,  must  have  been  committed  when  he^till  held  that  character ; 
and  the  case  presents  grave  doubts  whether  a  consul  of  one  nation  has 
not  exceptional  and  stronger  claims  on  the  protection  of  the  minister  of 
another  than  a  person  holding  no  public  position.  In  the  few  authori- 
ties I  have  at  hand  I  find  no  reference  to  any  analogous  case,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  precedent  for  a  person  holding  a  consular  capacity 
being  demanded  as  a  criminal  from  the  minister  of  another  nation* 
Indeed,  it  has  been  held  by  many  writers  of  high  repute  on  international 
law,  that  in  their  persons  they  were  entirely  privileged,  the  same  as  min- 
isters. One  of  these,  Pinheiro  Ferreira,  in  his  commentary  on  Martyrs, 
Bays:  ^^It  may  be  afUrmed  in  general  that  consuls,  and  commercial  agents 
assimilated  to  consuls,  as  well  as  the  persons  forming  part  of  the  con- 
sulate, enjoy,  like  public  ministers,  inviolability  as  to  their  persons, 
though  they  have  not  the  privilege  of  exterritoriality.  Other  modem 
authors  of  much  celebrity  go  still  further  in  support  of  the  immunities 
of  consuls,  while  some  do  not  go  so  far.  But  as  your  honor  is  doubtless 
familiar  with  the  principal  authorities  on  international  law,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  quote  further,  and  in  giving  the  above  extracts 
it  has  only  been  to  indicate  the  gravity  of  the  situation  in  which  I  am 
placed.  A  too  ready  acquiescence  would  bring  upon  me,  I  am  convinced, 
the  contempt  of  the  government  of  Paraguay,  as  it  would  the  censure 
of  my  own  government  and  the  obloquy  of  the  civilized  world.  Under 
such  circumstances  I  most  respectfully  request  that  the  specific  charges 
against  Mr.  Leite  Pereira  may  be  made  known  to  me,  when,  if  they  shall 
be  of  the  grave  character  that  shall  require  it,  he  will  be  advised  that 
this  legation  can  no  longer  give  him  an  asylum. 

I  will  only  add  that  Mr.  Leite  Pereira  has  at  all  times  expressed  his 
entire  willingness  to  leave  this  legation,  and  even  surrender  himself  to 
the  authorities  of  the  country,  whenever  I  shall  indicate  that  my  house 
can  give  him  no  longer  protection^  that,  conscious  of  no  offense,  and 
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relying  on  the  justice  of  the  tribunals  of  Paragaay,  he  will  be  ready  to 
meet  and  disprove  any  allegations  that  may  be  brought  against  him. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBUEN. 
His  Honor  Gumrsindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


SeHor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translation.] 

Ministry  op  State  fob  Foreign  Affairs, 

Luque,  July  11, 1808. 

I  have  received  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  in 
reply  to  that  which  I,  on  the  27th,  had  the  honor  to  addi>dss  your  excel- 
lency, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d,  in  whieh  yoa 
confirmed  the  fact  that  the  Portuguese  subject,  Jos^  Maria  Leite  Psrein, 
was  sheltered  in  the  American  legation,  in  opposition  to  all  governmental 
arrangements,  and  limiting  myself  to  request  the  delivery  of  the  said 
individual,  accused  of  a  grave  offense,  and  who  was  to  appear  before  the 
appropriate  tribunal. 

As  in  the  same  note 'I  announced  to  yon  that  I  reserved  to  another 
time  my  reply  to  the  difl^rent  points  toucbed  upon  in  your  exceU^cy's 
note  of  the  22d,  and  as,  besides,  the  last  dispatch  of  your  excellency  of 
the  28th  contains  other  points  not  less  important,  and  which,  like  the 
former,  directly  affect  not  only  unquestionable  rights,  but  also  the  prin- 
ciples which  govern  the  conduct  of  nations  in  their  mutuid  relatioofi 
under  the  empire,  of  reason,  of  justice,  and  of  law,  you  will  permit  me  to 
consign  in  this  note  my  reply  to  the  two  above-mentioned  notes  of  your 
excellency. 

Referring  to  my  note  of  the  20th,  in  which  I  begged  for  informatioa 
as  to  the  fact  which  had  been  stated  of  the  shelter  given  to  Leite  Per- 
eira  in  your  legation;  the  character  and  motive  of  his  stajring  there;  as 
well  as  concerning  the  request  1  made  to  be  informed  by  list  of  the  per- 
sons who,  without  belonging  to  the  legation,  are  sheltered  in  it,  yoa  say 
that  all  these  questions  belong  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  legation,  voA 
that,  consequently,  your  excellency  is  not  under  obligation  to  give  any 
reply  to  it,  except  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 

You  add  that  Leite  Pereira'went  to  that  legation,  accompanied  byhia 
wife,  on  the  16th  ultimo;  from  that  time  he  has  remained  as  a  goest; 
and  that  of  motives  of  his  going  there  your  excellency  is  not  forther 
informed  than  that  they  were  founded  upon  the  representations  oi  Mr. 
Guberville,  at  present  charged  with  the  French  consulate,  after  his  retoni 
from  his  late  visit  to  San  Fernando ;  and  close  the  note  of  the  22d  giving 
the  list  asked  for  of  persons,  and  stating  that  although  not  belonging  to 
the  legation,  your  excellency  has  received  them  within  it,  some  as  gaests 
and  others  in  other  capacities. 

First  of  all,  I  must  manifest  to  you  that  the  expressions  referred  to  js 
fi*om  Mr.  Guberville  prove,  although  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  numner, 
that  the  refugee  in  question  sought  the  house  of  your  excdl^M^  to 
escape  frt)m  justice,  and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  title  of  guest  givea 
him  by  you  with  that  knowledge  does  not  apx>ear  to  afford  a  very  correct 
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explanation.  And,  respecting  the  declaration  of  yonr  excellency,  that 
you  were  under  no  obligation  to  give  the  explanations  called  for  by  my 
government,  toncerning  a  sabject  of  vital  interest  ander  present  circnm- 
stances,  I  must  declare  in  my  turn  that  you  can  have  no  right  in  the 
present  case  to  deny  the  information  and  the  explanations  solicited  in 
my  note  of  the  20th,  for  the  reasons  which  you  will  find  iu  the  present ; 
but  before  going  further  I  will  make  a  summary  of  your  note  of  the  28th. 
Id  it  you  state  that  at  6  o'clock,  on  the  27th,  my  note  of  that  date  was 
delivered  at  the  legation,  and  that  one  hour  after  its  receipt  arrived  the 
officer  alluded  to  in  my  note;  that  you  informed  me  that  you  would  not 
then  deliver  up  the  said  Leite  Pereira,  but  would  write  a-  reply  to  my 
Dote,  adding  that  the  reading  of  my  note  had  caused  you  great  surprise 
at  seeing  that,  concerning  two  very  prominent  pnoints,  it  did  not  show  the 
respect  due  to  the  accredited  minister  of  a  friendly  nation;  that  your 
excellency  was  requested  in  an  almost  peremptory  manner  to  deliver  up 
a  guest;  that  this  request  to  deliver  up  one  of  your  guests  to  an  officer  of 
police,  sent  to  take  him  away,  appears  to  you  of  so  strange  a  nature 
that  under  no  circumstances  whatever  could  you  accede  to  it ;  that  all 
which  you  could  do,  even  when  the  imputed  crime  was  grave  and 
specific,  would  be  to  notify  the  party  that  the  legation  could  no  longer 
shelter  him. 

And,  after  other  observations  made  from  this  point  of  view,  after  citing 
Vattel  and  other  writers  upon  international  law,  your  excellency  closes, 
requesting  that  the  specific  charges  made  against  the  said  Leite  Pereira 
may  be  communicated,  in  order  that,  should  they  be  of  the  grave  char- 
acter requisite,  he  may  be  informed  that  that  legation  can  no  longer 
shelter  him. 

Having  thus  summed  up  the  most  essential  points  of  your  excellency's 
two  notes,  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  I  will  immediately  state 
to  you  that,  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  said  notes,  your  excel- 
lency has  not  chosen  to  give  all  your  attention  to  a  subject  of  such  im- 
portance, looking  from  a  very  limited  stand-point  at  the  high  principles 
on  which  the  international  code  is  based,  and  even  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  legitimate  right  which  my  government  has  to  take  the  meas- 
nres  which  you  so  much  wonder  at,  and  which  I  doubt  not  you  will 
reconsider. 

It  is  painful  for  me,  Mr.  Minister,  to  find  that  your  excellency  has  dis- 
covered in  my  notes  any  ground  for  the  complaint  made  of  lack  of 
respect  towards  the  accredited  minister  of  a  friendly  nation,  when  my 
desire  has  been  to  abound  in  the  contrary,  according  to  the  constant 
policy  of  my  government,  much  more  when  this  ministry  had  grave 
motives  of  complaint  concerning  the  lack  of  consideration  shown  by  you 
towards  this  ministry,  and,  what  is  more,  toward  the  government  itself; 
and  since  your  excellency  has  chosen  to  provoke  this  controversy,  you 
will  allow  me  to  mention  these  just  motives. 

You  will  remember  that  when  the  state  of  the  war  in  which  the  repub- 
lic is  engaged  against  its  pretended  conquerors  demanded  that  the  city 
of  Asuncion  should  be  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants,  and  declared  a 
military  post,  the  government  ordered  its  entire  evacuation,  as  was  com- 
municated to  you  at  the  proi>er  time,  which  order  was  scrupulously 
obeyed  by  natives  and  foreigners  without  distinction;  but  you,  making 
yourself  the  only  exception,  thought  it  your  duty  to  contravene  the  said 
disposition  of  the  government.  It  was  then  that  this  government 
expressed  the  hope  that  this  circumstance,  regrettable  for  it,  would  not 
be  the  cause  of  any  contravention  of  the  government's  orders.  Notwith- 
standing this,  and  the  official  statement  made  by  you  of  having  ad- 
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mitted  temporarily  into  the  legation  several  English  families,  yonr  excel- 
lency has  thought  it  your  daty  to  continue  maintaining  in  it  a  large 
number  of  fordgnerg  of  different  nationalities,  whom  you  admitted  at  a 
moment  when,  though  without  any  foundation,  they  might  brieve  them* 
selves  in  danger  fi^m  the  approadi  of  two  hostile  vessels;  and  yoo 
ought  to  be  persuaded  that  although  the  government  was  not  obliged  to 
do  so,  yet,  in  pursuance  mi  its  ususd  policy  of  moderation,  it  chose  to  tol* 
erate  this  conduct,  in  order  that,  since  they  were  already  within  the 
American  legation,  they  might  not  be  troubled,  confiding  that  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  would  dismiss  them  as  soon  as  the  groonds  for 
fear  had  passed.  Nevertheless,  it  is  nearly  five  mouths  since  the  two 
hostile  vessels  appeared  and  were  momentarily  in  the  port  of  Asuncioii, 
and  since  ail  peril  towards  these  individuals  ceased. 

Since  that  time,  disagreeable  circumstances  have  occurred  between 
this  ministry  and  the  legation  of  your  excellency,  through  the  provoca- 
tions given  by  your  refugees,  and,  nevertheless,  not  one  of  them  has  left 
that  residence  in  fulfillment  of  the  orders  of  the  government,  and,  on  the 
contrary,  others  are  received,  as  is  proved  by  your  notes. 

Besides  this,  you  ought  to  remember  that  your  excellency  has  not  had 
the  goodness  to  communicate  to  this  ministry  even  the  simple  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  note  of  the  23d  of  February,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
it  wa«  said  that  in  the  desire  of  avoiding  whatever  disagreeable  inadent, 
it  consented  to  the  residence  of  the  American  citizens  Bliss  and  Man- 
love  in  the  dwelling  of  your  excellency,  but  with  the  warning  that,  not 
belonging  to  the  class  of  servants  in  which  they  appear  in  tiie  list  of  the 
American  legation,  they  cannot  go  out  of  it,  in  which  case  the  police 
ought  to  arrest  them,  as  was  repeated  to  you  in  the  post^or  note  ef 
4th  March;  but  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  not  only  not  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  that  note  of  this  ministiy,  but  has  regarded 
its  request  vrith  little  consideration,  allowing  the  said  individuals  to  go 
into  the  streets  of  the  city,  and,  nevertheless,  expressing  in  yoar  note 
of  March  24  that  you  did  not  recognize  any  violation  of  law  or  culpa- 
bility on  the  part  of  Manlove,  when,  without  any  competent  permission, 
he  went  to  open  the  house  of  a  French  subject  who  was  absent  &om 
that  point. 

When  the  consecutive  cases  of  Manlove,  Watts,  and  Bliss  ooeorred, 
involving  direct  provocations  to  the  authorities,  this  ministry,  seiioBslj 
calling  the  attention  of  your  excellency,  instead  of  proceeding  to  other 
measures,  which  it  might  rightfully  have  adopted,  requested  of  3roa  an 
assurance  that  these  insults  would  not  be  repeated,  but  yon  did  not 
choose  to  offer  any.  Nor  did  you  see  fit  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  of  February  22,  although  it  was  accompanied  by  the  govern- 
mental edict  of  the  same  date,  o^ering  the  total  evacuation  of  the  capi- 
tal, it  having  been  declared  a  military  post,  nor  that  of  the  28Ui  of  the 
same  month,  in  which  your  excellency  was  notified,  by  an  authentie 
copy,  of  the  supreme  decree,  which  declares  all  the  territory  of  the 
republic  in  a  state  of  siege. 

In  spite  of  these  antecedente,  this  ministry,  being  guided  by  the 
grave  and  circumspect  policy  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  repah 
Uc,  has  guarded  a  conduct  full  of  moderation  towards  the  representatiTe 
of  the  friendly  nation  of  the  United  States,  who  cannot,  without  iiyoa- 
tice,  fail  to  recognize  this  fact ;  and  it  is  indeed  owing  to  this  drcnm- 
stance  that  I  much  regret  that  your  excellency  attributes  to  my  note  of 
the  27th  any  lack  of  respect  towards  the  accredited  minister  of  a  friendly 
nation;  and  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  beyond  my  power  to  conceive 
that  by  the  act  of  soliciting  the  delivery  of  a  culpable  person,  who  had 
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taken  leftage  in  the  legation,  and  of  having  sent  an  officer  to  seek  him, 
two  hours  after  the  deliv^  of  the  note,  there  can  be  inferred  any 
offense  to  justify  any  such  complaint. 

I  cannot  but  express  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  acquiescence  or 
courtesy  which  your  excellency  supposes  yourself  to  have  used  in  giving 
me  an  account  of  the  persons  sheltered  in  your  hotel,  and  you  will 
permit  me  to  declare,  in  turn,  that  this  ministry  cannot  recognize  in 
you  the  right  to  refuse  to  reply  to  the  query  made  in  its  note  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  since  if  this  information  belongs  to  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  legation,  it  does  notless  appertain  to  the  territorial  sovereignty  of 
the  place  of  your  residence,  as  is  demonstrated  in  the  case  of  Leite 
P^^ra,  whose  disappearance  was  not  accounted  for  until  your  excel- 
lency's note  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  sending  an  officer  of  police  to  accompany 
the  person  demanded,  I  cannot  understand  the  reason  which  you  can 
have  had  for  so  imperiously  declining  to  deliver  up  the  person  in  ques- 
tion. Although  there  may  be  no  present  for  it,  it  is  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  as  derived  from  common  xiractice;  but  your  excellency 
shows  conclusively  that  you  are  in  no  case  disposed  to  give  up  to  the 
authorities  any  of  your  reiugees,  but  at  most  to  sav  to  him  that  your 
house  can  no  longer  give  him  asylum.  If  there  could  be  any  offense  in 
the  sending  of  the  said  officer,  I  consider  it  well  washed  out  by  your 
excellency's  negative  and  the  sending  away  the  same  officer  without 
having  fulfilled  his  commission,  it  being,  for  that  matter,  very  indifferent 
whether  Leite  Pereira  be  delivered  up  or  dismissed  from  the  United 
States  legation,  to  be  arrested  in  the  street  by  a  less  distinguished  func- 
tionary. 

Your  excellency  says  that,  according  to  all  writers  upon  international 
law,  a  foreign  minister  is  not  obliged  to  deliver  up  his  refugees,  except 
for  some  high  and  specific  crime  against  the  state  or  the  sovereign,  and 
adds,  that  this  being  recognized  as  law  in  such  cases,  it  follows  that 
befi»e  giving  up  Leite  Pereira  you  ought  first  to  call  for  the  manifesta- 
tion of  the  specific  offense  or  offienses  of  which  he  is  accused.  Without 
recognizing  in  an  absolute  sense  this  principle,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me 
to  say  upon  this  point  that  when  the  government  of  the  republic  solicited 
the  delivery  of  Leite  Pereira,  clearly  expressing  that  he  had  violated 
governmental  dispositions,  which  is  evident  and  notorious  to  your  excel- 
lency yourself;  besides  the  statement  that  he  was  accused,  aud  that  he 
must  appear  before  a  tribunal,  you  should  not  have  hesitated  a  moment 
in  recognizing  that  the  criminality  of  the  said  individual  is  not  of  the 
character  of  the  common  offenses  mentioned  in  your  quotation  from 
Vattel.  From  this  point  of  view,  I  do  not  perceive  any  obligation  to 
give  you  any  more  explanations  concerning  the  crime  of  the  accused 
person,  whose  appearance  before  the  appropriate  tribunal  is  imperatively 
necessary ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  reason  to  be  much  surprised 
at  your  pretension  to  be  informed  of  the  specific  charges  against  Leite 
Pereira,  in  order  that,  should  they  be  of  the  grave  character  requisite, 
he  may  be  advised  that  he  cay  no  longer  be  sheltered:  that  is,  consti- 
tuting .yourself  the  only  judge  of  the  question,  and  of  the  case  of  the 
delinquent  in  this  count^.  To  recognize  in  you  this  attribute  would  be 
to  ab«licate  on  the  part  of  my  government  its  rights  and  prerogatives, 
to  the  lowering  of  its  honor  and  national  dignity. 

Please  accept  my  special  thanks  for  the  transcription  of  a  part  of  the 
jmragraph  48  of  chap.  9,  book  iv,  of  Yattel,  and  believe  that  it  is  pre- 
cisely In  view  of  this  same  quotation,  and  of  what  follows  in  the  work 
of  that  celebrated  author,  that  £  have  requested  of  your  excellency  that 
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Leite  Pereira  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  justice.  And  this  is,  Mr. 
Minister,  as  mnch  as  I  think  myself  authorized  to  say  in  the  matter  of 
the  guest  who  has  provoked  the  discussion,  trusting  that  yoa  will  con- 
sider yourself  sufficiently  informed  to  do  justice  to  yourself  in  the  ease. 

It  has  been  precisely  in  order  not  to  be  obliged  to  molest  you  by  fol- 
lowing the  course  indicated  by  strict  law,  that  this  ministry  has  more 
than  once  expressed  the  desire  that  you  would  not  shelter  in  your  hotel, 
nor  in  its  rear  premises,  so  many  persons  of  different  nationalities,  to 
the  degree  of  depriving  the  public  workshops  of  their  artisans  for  many 
months,  such  as  G^rge  Miles,  prisoner  of  war,  placed  in  the  pay  and 
service  of  the  arsenal  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  contracted  opera- 
tives, John  Watts,  engineer,  and  William  Newton,  director  of  the  fonn- 
dery,  all  of  them  English,  who  like  others  are  sheltered  in  your  hotel. 

Besides,  the  privilege  of  asylum,  so  long  maintained  without  apparent 
motive,  in  a  purely  military  post,  without  other  inhabitants  than  the 
American  minister,  his  guests  and  refugees,  as  your  excellency  calls 
them,  might  justly  have  given  rise  to  a  serious  discussion  concerning 
the  extension  which  your  excellency  wishes  to  give  to  the  immunities  of 
your  hotel :  but  the  government  has  careMly  endeavored  to  avoid  it,  and 
has  limited  itself  in  the  matter  to  slight  and  friendly  indications. 

In  what  relates  to  the  official  character  which  you  attribute  to  tbe 
refugee^  I  must  say  that  before  reaching  the  house  of  your  excellency 
he  received  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  ultimo  a  note  from  this  ministry, 
in  which,  by  virtue  of  a  declaration  of  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  his  Most 
Faithful  Majesty  tbe  King  of  Portugal,  he  was  notified  that  in  theque^^ 
tion  which  arose  between  him  and  the  vice-consul  of  that  nation  long 
since,  the  latter  alone  would  be  recognized  as  the  person  with  whom  to 
treat  in  matters  concerning  the  consulate  of  his  Most  Faithful  Hiyestyf 
and  that  the  former  could  not  be  recognized  in  the  character  of  admin- 
istrator of  the  consulate,  which  was  solicited  for  him  by  Mr.  Consnl 
Madruga,  by  a  note  addressed  to  this  ministry,  but  not  answered.  Thw 
fact  leads  me  to  omit  all  discussion  of  the  question,  especially  since  tbe 
same  guest  of  your  excellency  will  have  informed  you  in  detail  of  all 
that  occurred  with  the  government  in  this  respect,  in  view  of  the  official 
documents. 

And  I  must  ingenuously  say  to  you  that,  although  I  am  fiir  from 
knowing  the  motives  which  led  you  to  refuse  to  allow  Leite  Pereira  to 
carry  into  effect  his  express  desire  to  leave  that  legation  to  go  and 
deliver  himself  to  the  authorities,  I  desire  to  respect  the  reasons  which 
may  have  influenced  you. 

Although  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  here  the  incompetence  of  tbe 
location  of  the  American  legation  within  a  military  post,  I  must  observe 
that  I  trust  you  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  since  Asuncion  was  eon- 
verted  into  a  military  establishment,  and  the  government  and  people, 
as  well  as  the  foreign  agents  and  subjects  residing  in  other  places,  not 
only  the  laws  of  the  state  are  affected,  but  also  a  formal  embarrassment 
has  been  created  to  the  internal  management  of  that  post,  by  the  exist- 
ence of  a  diplomatic  hotel  within  its  limits. 

Leaving  aside,  then,  the  question  of  the  residence  of  yonr  exeeDency 
in  Asuncion,  where  there  are  no  objects  of  diplomatic  attention^  I  pro- 
ceed to  state  to  you  that  the  ostensible  motive  of  the  asylum  given  by 
the  American  legation  having  ceased,- that  asylum  must  alao  cease, 
especially  since  it  has  begun  to  seriously  affect  the  military  rei^nljitions 
of  the  post  and  the  most  precise  orders  of  the  government;  l^at  if  at 
the  moment  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city  that  asylum  was  tiderated, 
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there  is  no  reason,  nor  is  it  to  be  permitted,  that  such  a  state  of  affiurs 
continue  as  a  place  for  refuge;  and  declaring  that  I  am  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  give  any  explanation  either  respecting  the  individuals  compre- 
hended in  it,  nor  of  those  who  in  future  may  take  refuge  there*  With- 
out any  fear  of  committing  myself,  I  can  assure  you  that  you  cannot 
cite  any  precedent,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  no  one  can  fail  to  recog- 
nize the  reason  and  justice  which  characterize  the  loyal  and  prudent 
conduct  of  my  government  in  a  question  of  great  political  transcendency; 
and  you  yourself  must  recognize  that,  under  all  its  aspects,  such  a 
house,  with  diplomatic  immunities,  affords  the  greatest  inconvenience 
and  peril  in  a  stridtly  military  post.  In  a  word,  Mr.  Minister,  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  doubt  that  you,  weighing  in  your  mind  these  grave  con- 
siderations, will  find  that  the  exercise  of  your  ministry  and  of  the  im- 
munities of  your  legation  is  incompatible  with  the  condition  of  the 
place  of  your  residence;  and  that  by  the  simple  fact  of  having  placed 
it  in  a  military  post  your  excellency  has  relaxed  a  part  of  its  privileges, 
and  especially  tiiie  right  of  asylum. 

But  these  circumstances  assume  a  still  graver  character  when  your 
excellency  declares  officially  that  Leite  Pereira,  like  yourself,  is  totally 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  accusation  made  against  him,  and  since 
your  excellency  constitutes  yourself  the  judge  who  should  determine 
upon  specific  charges  against  your  guest,  whether  the  asylum  should 
cease  or  continue. 

Notwithstanding,  my  government,  always  disposed  to  observe  every 
consideration  toward  the  friendly  nation  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
do  in  favor  of  its  minister  all  that  the  welfare  and  the  best  defence  of 
the  state  may  permit,  must  declare  that  the  refugees  of  your  hotel  can 
no  longer  be  indefinitely  tolerated  in  a  military  place  witiiout  fear  that, 
abusing  their  asylum,  they  may  become  dangerous  to  the  state,  if  not 
agents  of  the  enemy;  and  takmg  into  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
republic  and  of  the  city  of  Asuncion,  as>well  as 'the  circumstances 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  dexslaration  made  by  you  in  your  note  of 
April  4th,  that  you  cannot  offer  any  securities  that  occurrences  like 
that  of  Manlove,  or  others  similar,  wiU  not  be  repeated,  this  government 
mast  call  your  serious  attention  to  the  point. 

In  attention  to  what  has  been  stated,  I  request  you  will  please  dismiss 
from  your  hotel  to-morrow,  before  sunset,  the  said  Leite  Pereira,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  individuals  who,  not  belonging  to  the  legation,  are  at 
present  in  it,  some  as  guests  and  others  in  other  capacities,  as  your 
excellency  expresses  it. 

I  will  not  conclude,  Mr.  Minister,  without  making  another  observa- 
tion of  high  interest,  which  is,  that  when  in  general  native  and  tbreign- 
ers  have  religiously  complied  with  the  order  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
city,  and  the  government  affords  them  all  protection  and  assistance  pos- 
sible in  the  state  of  flagrant  war  existing  within  the  country — strug- 
gling hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy  which  tenaciously  strives  to  exter- 
minate them — ^when  public  order,  the  morality  of  the  people  in  all  parts, 
and  governmental  dispositions  guarantee  persons  and  interests,  the 
indefinite  permanence  of  these  persons  in  the  American  legation  cannot 
be  taken  in  a  favorable  sense,  these  circumstances  being  in  themselves 
sufficient,  without  referring  to  other  antecedents,  to  call  seriously  the 
attention  of  the  government  upon  it  in  th^  solemn  moments  in  which 
ure  are  living. 

These  powerful  considerations  constitute  the  fullest  justification  of 
the  request  of  my  government,  and  I  cherish  the  most  positive  confi- 
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dence  that  yon  will  recognisse  not  only  the  jastice,  but  even  the  modera- 
tion of  this  petition,  and  that  that  asylum  will  cease. 

I  embrace  this  occ^ision  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUMESINDO  BBNITBZ. 
His  Excellency  Ghables  A.  WASHBtrBN, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Asuncion^  July  12, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
Yesterday,  in  which  you  review'at  great  length  the  circumstances  that 
hare  arisen  and  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
the  protracted  residence  in  the  legation  of  certain  persons  who  do  not 
belong  to  it,  and  conclude  by  saying  that  it  is  expected  by  this  gov- 
ernment that  all  such  x>er8ons  will  leave  it  before  sunset  this  day.  Being 
thus  restricted  to  a  few  hours,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  even  allude  to 
the  many  points  touched  upon  in  your  note,  and  I  am,  therefore,  com- 
pelled to  defer  a  more  formal  answer  to  another  time.  I  will  here  re- 
mark, however,  that  I  dissent  entirely  firom  the  opinions  and  condQ- 
sidns  advanced  by  you  in  relation  to  the  rights  and  immunities  of  for- 
eign ministers  and  legations.  But  this  does  not  affect  the  practical 
view  of  the  case  in  relation  to  all  the  x)ersons  whom  you  mention  by 
name  as  remaining  against  the  wishes  of  the  government.  They  have 
all  advised  me,  including  Mr.  Leite  Pereira,  notwithstanding  his  exceed- 
ingly  infirm  state  6f  health,  that,  to  relieve  me  of  any  embarrassment  <m 
their  account,  they  will  voluntarily  leave  the  legation  to-day ;  and  of 
those  whose  names  were  not  long  since  given  a«  not  belonging  to  the 
legation  there  will  only  remain  Dr.  Oarreras  and  Sefior  Rodriguez,  and 
their  servant,  and  Mrs.  Leite  Pereira.  To  the  residence  of  this  lady 
here,  as  the  friend  and  companion  of  Mrs.  Washburn,  I  presume  no  ob- 
jection will  be  made.  These  gentlemen,  however,  like  the  others,  have 
expressed  their  willingness  to  leave  if  the  government  shall  insist  upon 
it.  I,  however,  should  greatly  prefer  that  they  rem^n.  Such  is  also 
their  desire,  and  I  have  therefore  requested  them  to  stay  tOl  I  may  be 
farther  advised  of  the  final  determination  of  the  government  I  do  not 
understand  that  any  offense  is  charged  against  them,  except  the  bare 
fact  of  remaining  in  the  legation,  and  if  the  government  insists  on  their 
leaving  it,  then  it  will  assume  that  I  have  no  right  to  have  guesia  or  vis^ 
iters  in  my  house.  This  would  place  me  in  so  anomalous  and  singular  a 
position  as  would  compel  me  to  take  different  action  than  what  I  had 
intended,  and  therefore  I  hox>ethe  government  will  not  insist  upon  \t.  I 
shall  deeply  regret  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Eden,  aK 
their  assistance  to  Mrs.  Washburn  is  very  necessary  to  her  comfort  and 
health. 

Mrs.  Thomas  has  served  as  a  nurse,  or  ^'  ama  de  leeke^  for  neaiiy  all 
the  time  she  has  been  in  my.  house,  and  at  this  time  is  in  a  very  feeble 
state  of  health.  In  case  that  I  do  not  hear  of  the  return  of  the  Ameri- 
can gunboat  (which  I  am  now  hourly  expecting)  within  a  vety  abort 
time,  it  will  therefore  be  my  duty  to  my  family  to  ask  passports  for  them. 
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and  facilities  for  their  passage  through  the  military  lines,  and  thence  to 
Buenos  Ayres, 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished  consider- 
ation. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Sefior  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Tranalation.] 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

LuguejJulyl2y  1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  excellency's  note 
of  this  afternoon,  in  repl^^  to  that  of  yesterday  from  this  miniBtry,  in 
which  yoor  excellency  is  pleased  to  say  that,  being  lioiited  to  a  few 
hoars,  it  was  impossible  to  allude  to  the.many  points  touched  upon  in 
my  note,  and  your  excellency  was  therefore  obliged  to  defer  a  more 
formal  reply  until  another  occasion,  observing,  nevertheless,  that  you 
cannot  entirely  agree  to  my  opinions  concerning  the  rights  and  immu> 
nities  of  foreign  ministers  and  legations.  But  as  this  circumstance  does 
not  affect  the  practical  view  of  the  case  in  relation  to  all  the  persons 
whom  I  had  mentioned  by  their  names,  they  had  all,  including  Leite 
Pereira,  stated  that,  in  order  to  relieve  you  from  all  embarrassment  on 
their  account,  they  would  voluntarily  leave  the  legation ;  and  of  those 
whose  names  were  given  in  as  not  belonging  to  the  legation  there  would 
only  remain  Dr.  Carreras,  Mr.  Rodriguez,  and  their  servant,  Mrs.  Leite 
Pereira,  presuming  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to  the  residence  of 
that  lady  in  your  bouse,  as  a  friend  and  companion  of  Mrs.  Washburn ; 
that  these  gentlemen,  nevertheless,  have,  like  the  others,  expressed  their 
desire  of  leaving  if  the  government  should  insist  upon  it,  and  that  you 
would  much  prefer  they  should  remain,  this  being  also  their  own  desire, 
and  for  this  reason  your  excellency  has  requested  them  to  remain  until 
informed  of  the  fin^  determination  of  the  government,  as  you  did  not 
understand  that  any  offense  was  imputed  to  them,  except  the  simple  fact 
of  their  stay  in  the  legation,  and  that  if  the  government  ^ouldinsist  upon 
their  departure,  it  would  assume  that  your  excellency  has  no  right  to 
have  guests  or  visitors  in  your  house. 

Your  excellency  adds  that  this  would  place  you  in  so  anomalous  and 
angular  a  position  that  you  would  be  obliged  to  assume  a  different  atti- 
tude from  that  previously  intended,  and  consequently  you  hope  that  the 
government  would  not  insist  upon  it — regretting  very  much  the  depart- 
ure of  Mrs.  Thomas  and  Eilen,  as  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health 
ci  Mrs.  Washburn — and  conclude  that  in  case  of  not  learning  of  the 
return  of  the  American  gunboat  within  a  very  short  time,  it  would  be- 
come the  duty  of  your  excellency  towards  your  family  to  request  a  pass- 
poirt  said  facilities  for  their  passage  through  the  military  lines,  and  then 
to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Bestricted,  also,  in  point  of  time  at  my  disposal  in  sending  this  com- 
miuucatioD,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  the  principal  points,  and  to  those  of 
monient,  deferring  to  another  occasion  the  reparation  of  any  fault  or 
47  D  c— VOL.  n 
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omission  whenever  you  may  do  me  the  honor  to  send  the  formal  reply 
announced. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Minister,  that  my  opinions  and  condusions  concerning 
the  right  of  immunities  have  not  merited  your  excellency's  apprototion; 
but  I  wiU  make  new  efforts  whenever  you  shall  please  to  manifest  your 
own. 

I  am  grateful  to  you  for  having  wished,  in  spite  of  this  discordance  of 
opinion,  to  meet  the  desires  of  my  government  in  permitting  the  depart- 
ure to-day,  from  your  hotel,  of  adl  the  persons  whom  I  haS  mentioned 
by  their  names,  including  Iieite  Pereira.  But  if  I  have  mentioned  some 
names  in  my  note  of  yesterday,  it  was  not  with  the  intention  of  limitinf 
myself  to  them  in  my  request;  and  if  I  have  used  the  names  of  aone 
of  the  workmen,  it  was  only  to  remind  you  that  they  stiD  remain  tiiere. 
But  I  ought  to  hoi)e  that  your  excellency  has  arranged  the  matter  satis- 
factorily, since  you  have  had  the  courtesy  to  cause  the  Mri.  Thomas  and 
Eden  to  depart;  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Washburn  needs 
their  services. 

It  never  was  my  intention  to  cause  the  least  tnmble  to  this  lady,  noit 
to  her  friend,  Mrs.  liCite  Pereira,  who,  as  your^cellency  has  very  justly 
presumed,  may  remain  with  her  without  ai^  objection,  as  well  as  tiie 
Mrs.  Thomas  and  Eden^  whose  departme  to-day  fit)m  your  hotel  I  there- 
fore regret ;  but,  since  it  has  been  00,  they  will  be  informed  to-morrow 
that  they  can  return. 

I  have  been  pained,  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  have  thought  proper  to 
announce  to  this  ministry  that  if  my  government  should  insist  upon  the 
departure  of  the  Orientals,  Dr.  Garreras  and  Mr.  Bodri^ez,  you  would 
be  obliged  to  take  a  different  attitude  from  that  previously  intended, 
expressing  the  hope  that  for  that  reason  I  would  not  insist  upon  it 

The  phrase  appears  to  me  so  obscure  that  I  should  have  troubled  you 
for  some  explanation,  iu  order  to  answer  it,  did  I  not  believe  that  it  was 
only  dictated  by  the  belief  that  those  individuals  were  chargeable  with 
no  offense  beyond  their  residence  in  the  legation.  It  is  not,  however, 
the  case.  And  I  must  now  inform  you  that  they  are  also  demanded  by 
justice,  and  in  so  peremptory  a  manner  that  I  am  forced  to  beg  you  to 
dismiss  them  before  1  o^clock  to-morrow. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  have  to  solicit  of  you  within  so  brief  a  time  the 
dismissal  of  two  guests  more,  who*  are  urgently  demanded  by  the  tribu- 
nal of  justice.  I  did  not  make  this  declaration  in  my  previous  notice^ 
supposing  that  you  would  have  no  motives  of  preference  towards  them 
than  towards  other  refugees ;  nor  did  I  think  it  my  duty  to  exchange 
another  communication  with  you  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature,  which 
has  already  given  rise  to  a  correspondence  which  my  government  has 
desired  to  avoid,  preferring  that  the  action  of  justice  (£ould  find  them 
in  the  street. 

You  will  perceive  that  there  exist  offenses  on  the  part  of  these  Orient 
tals,  and  that  not  only  must  they  be  brought  before  the  tribunal,  but 
that  it  is  urgent  that  they  should ;  and  I  trust  that,  though  your  excd- 
lency  has  examined  them,  and  requested  them  to  remain  in  your  hotel 
that  whenever  they  shall  show  themselves  disposed  to  leave  it,  now  that 
you  know  that  they  are  guilty,  you  wiU  hasten  to  dismiss  them. 

This  reply  and  the  present  conditions  of  the  place  of  your  residence 
relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  entering  into  the  question  wh^her  your 
excellency  has  or  has  not  the  right  to  have  guests  or  visitors  in  your 
house. 

I  thank  you  for  the  information  that  within  a  short  time  you  intend  to 
send  yoxu*  family  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
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I  improTe  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 
His  Excellency  Chablbs  A.  Washbubn, 

Minister  Eesident  of  the  United  /States  of  Ameriea. 


Mr.  WasJibnrn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  xhe  United  States^ 

Asundonj  July  13, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday,  in  which  you  advise  me,  after  a  brief  resume  of  what  had  passed 
in  relation  to  certain  persons  who  for  some  time  past  have  been  domi- 
ciled in  my  house,  that  in  requesting  all  such  persons  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  legation  to  leave  it,  I  was  correct  in  my  presumption  that  there 
had  never  been  the  least  intention  on  the  part  of  the  government  in 
regard  to  Hiose  ladies  the  Sefiora  de  Pereira,  Mrs.  Eden,  and  Mrs. 
Thomas,  whose  longer  residence  in  my  house  was  desired  by  Mrs.  Wash- 
bum,  for  reasons  stated  in  my  note  of  yesterday,  to  molest  them  or  inter- 
fere with  their  remaining  here.  To  this  it  is  added  tiiat  the  two  latter 
will  be  advised  that  they  may  return  to-day.  For  this  promptness  and 
consideration  of  Mrs.  Washburn  you  will  please  accept  my  sincere 
thanks. 

You  then  add  that,  in  regard  to  the  longer  residence  of  the  Senors  Gar- 
r^ras  aud  Eodriguez,  instead  of  being  in  no  other  way  culpable  than  for 
remaining  in  this  legation,  they  are  claimed  by  the  tribunals  of  justice,. 
and  in  a  manner  so  peremptory  that  it  is  expected  they  will  leave  this- 
l^atdon  by  one  o'clock  to-day. 

Having  advised  these  two  gentlemen  of  the  contents  of  your  note,  Hiey 
manifested  much  surprise,  but  expressed  their  readiness  to  go  at  once- 
and  meet  and  refute  any  charges  that  may  be  made  against  them,  and 
Uiey  actually  left  before  the  hour  indicated. 

It  is  with  as  profound  regret  as  I  ever  experienced  in  my  life  to  have 
two  friends  whom  I  very  much  esteem,  and  who  have  been  my  guests 
for  some  five  months,  leave  my  house  under  such  circumstances,  as  I  am. 
fidly  persuaded  that  no  accusation  can  be  brought  against  them  irom 
which  they  will  not  triumphantly  vindicate  themselves.  During  their 
long  residence  with  me  we  have  naturally  talked  with  entire  frankness 
on  every  manner  of  subject,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  they  had  either 
of  them  ever  committed  or  connived  at  any  act  criminal  or  offen^ve  to* 
the  government  of  Paraguay  I  should  have  learned  something  of  it. 
But  I  have  not.  The  first-named,  Dr.  Garreras,  it  is  well  know^,^came 
to  Paraguay  to  give  any  assistance  in  his  power  to  the  cause  of  this^ 
coontry  against  Brazil,  risking  his  life  and  fortune  to  arrive  here :  but  as 
his  services  here  have  not  been  made  available,  he  has  desired  to  leave  it 
for  the  same  object,  believing  that  by  going  abroad  he  could  have  an  influ- 
ence in  enlisting  the  sympathies,  if  not  the  active  assistance^  of  one  or 
more  of  the  Pacific  republics  in  behalf  of  this  country.  How  such  a 
man,  whose  innermost  sentiments  I  know  so  weU^  could  have  committed 
any  oftiense  against  a  government  he  was  so  anxious  to  serve  is  beyond 
my  comprehension.  The  same  interest  in  the  cause  of  Paraguay  has 
always  been  evinced  by  Mr.  Rodriguez.  This  gentleman,  you  will  recol- 
lect, came  to  Paraguay  in  a  diplomatic  capacity,  that  of  secretary  of  the 
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Oriental  legation,  of  which  he  was  left  in  charge  at  the  departure  of  the 
minister,  Seiior  Yasquez  Sagastume.  After  the  fall  of  the  government 
which  he  represented  his  diplomatic  functions  were  suspended,  and  he 
the'h  desired  to  leave  the  country,  but  as  yet  has  not  been  able  to  do  so. 
Yet,  as  you  are  well  aware,  it  is  laid  down  by  all  writers  on  the  rights 
of  legation,  that  until  they  can  depart  from  the  country  the  members  of 
a  once  accepted  legation  are  entitled  to  certain  immunities ;  and  if  any 
one  commits  an  oftense,  the  government  to  which  he  had  been  accredited 
is  not  authorized  to  try  him,  but  may  send  him  out  of  the  country,  and 
demand  his  punishment  of  his  own  government 

As  both  these  gentlemen  have  held  official  position.  Dr.  Carreras  the 
highest,*  save  one,  in  his  owe  country,  their  case  will  naturally  excite 
great  interest,  and  my  own  conduct  in  the  matter  will  be  severely  criti- 
cised by  my  own  government,  and  very  likely  by  others,  and  should  any 
grave  and  serious  injury  befall  them  I  shall  most  likely  be  censured  for 
not  advising  them  to  remain  in  the  legation,  unless  taken  out  by  force. 
But  you  are  aware  how  exceedingly  anxious  I  have  always  been  to  avoid 
anything  that  might  lead  to  a  rupture  between  this  government  and  my 
own,  and  as  I  am  convinced  they  will  be  able  to  vindicate  themselves.  1 
therefore  have  not  done  so.  But  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  that  no 
serious  evil  shall  befiEdl  them,  for  then  I  can  have  little  desire  to  continue 
in  a  diplomatic  career,  but  shall  have  much  to  leave  it.,  and  not  expose 
myself  to  another  so  painful  experience. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  if  these  gentlemen  or  Senor  Leite  Peneira 
remain  in  this  city,  it  will  be  a  great  gratification  to  me  if  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  send  their  meals  from  my  house,  or  other  things  necessary  to 
their  health  or  comfort.  Will  you  please  advise  me  on  this  point  at  your 
earliest  convenience  t 

The  colored  servant  of  Dr.  Carreras  still  remains  with  me  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  servant. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distmgoished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Bbnitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  W<ishhum. 

[Translation.] 

MiNisTBT  OF  State  fob  Foreign  Affairs, 

LuquCj  July  13,  1868.  ^ 
Again  called  upon  by  the  judicial  authorities,  I  beg  your  excellency 
will  excuse  me  for  molesting  you  once  more,  to  request  you  to  dismiss 
from  your  hotel  the  North  American  citizen  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  and 
the  British  subject  George  Masterman,  accused  of  crimes  not  less  grave 
than  the  others  whose  dismissal  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  request. 
I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance:;  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUMESmDO  BENITEZ. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,     • 
Asundonj  July  14, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  I  am  requested  to  send  from  my  house  the  American 
citizeu  Porter  C.  Bliss  agd  the  English  subject  George  Masterman,  who 
yoa  say  are  as  gravely  accused  as  the  others  that  I  have  been  asked  to 
cease  to  shelter  in  the  legation. 

Expecting  these  two  individuals,  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  always 
considered  them  as  belonging  to  the  legation.  Mr.  Masterman  'came  to 
reside  in  it  as  medical  attendant  of  my  family  in  September  last,  and  in 
my  note  dated  February  24,  but  forwarded  with  my  other  note  of  April 
4,  his  name  is  included  as  one  of  the  legation.  As  no  objection  was  then 
made,  I  considered  that  he  was  recognized  as  such  by  the  government 
as  much  as  any  one  in  my  house.  The  name  of  Mr.  Bliss  was  likewise 
given  as  of  the  legation  in  both  of  the  lists  above  referred  to.  In  reply 
to  my  note  of  February  22,  his  excellency  Sefior  Berges  said  that  Mr. 
Bliss,  not  being  in  the  class  of  servants,  would  confine  himself  to  the 
legation  premises,  as  he  would  be  liable  to  arrest  if  found  cmtside  of  them. 
For  the  last  three  months  he  has  scrupulously  done  so,  and  besides  has 
been  of  great  assistance  to  me  in  my  official  duties,  and  so  long  as  I 
remain  in  Paraguay  I  desire  to  retain  him.  Considering,  therefore,  as 
I  do,  both  of  these  persons  as  members  of  the  legation,  1  can  have  no 
discussion  in  regard  to  delivering  them  up  or  sending  them  from  my 
hoojse.  Were  I  to  do  so,  I  should  abdicate  all  my  functions  and  rights 
as  minister ;  for  if  I  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  government  to  take 
away  one  person  whom  I  consider  a  member  of  my  legation,  I  must  con- 
cede it  for  all,  and  thus  if  it  so  pleased  the  government  I  might  be  left 
not  only  without  a  savant  iMit  without  wife,  child,  or  secretary.  Accord- 
ing to  the  reasoning  of  your  honor  in  your  note  of  the  11th  instant,  if  it 
is  only  alleged  that  they  are  accused,  I  have  no  recourse  but  to  deliver 
them  up. 

It  is  with  a  regret  such  as  I  have  seldom  experienced  in  my  whole  life 
that  I  observe,  after  so  long  a  residence  in  Paraguay,  where  I  have  expe- 
lienced  so  much  kindness  and  courtesy  from  both  government  and  people, 
and  to  which  I  have  endeavored  to  respond  in  a  manner  that  has  nearly 
brought  on  a  war  between  my  country  and  your  country's  eneniies,  and 
which  is  still  threatening  hourly  to  do  it,  that  I  seem  to  have  lost  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  this  govemmeut.  That  I  had  enjoyed  them  to 
a  high  extent  until  within  a  short  period  is  amply  shown  both  in  officii 
correspondence  and  in  the  columns  of  the  official  newspaper.  But  owing 
to  my  having  received  other  persons  into  my  legation  than  belong  to 
it,  or  to  my  remaining  in  the  city  after  its  evacuation,  or  to  some  other 
cause  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  I  seem  to  be  regarded  so  differently  that 
I  do  not  see  how  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  my  own  govemmeut,  to  that 
of  Paraguay,  or  to  any  individual  in  it  by  longer  remaining  here.  I  had 
hoped  to  remain  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  not  to  bid  farewell  to  the 
people  of  Paraguay,  who  have  carried  on  a  war  with  a  bravery  and  endu- 
rance that  must  render  it  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  the  pages  of 
hiatory,  and  give  its  illustrious  chief  magistrate  and  commander  of  its 
armies  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  places  in  the  annals  of  the  war,  till 
I  could  do  so  seeing  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  i)eace  and  prosperity 
that  their  valor  and  devotion  had  so  nobly  earned.  But  that  hope  I  now 
see  myself  compelled  to  abandon.    The  course  which  I  have  felt  it  my 
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duty  to  adopt  seems  to  have  been  so  at  variance  with  the  views  of  the 
government  that  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  be  longer  useful.  I  therefore 
haye  the  honor  to  ask  for  passports  for  all  persons  belonging  to  this  le^ 
tion,  and  that  facilities  for  leaving  the  country,  such  as  comport  with  the 
character  of  an  accredited  minister,  may  be  furnished  with  as  httie  delay 
as  circumstances  may  i)ermit. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration.  • 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  .GuMEsmDO  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 
[Translation.] 

MiNisTBY  OF  State  fob  Foreign  Affairs, 

Luque,  July  16, 1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note 
of  the  14th  instant^  refusing  to  dismiss  from  your  hotel  Porter  Comelios 
Bliss,  North  American  citizen,  and  George  Masterman,  English  subject, 
the  first  as  belonging  to  the  legation  and  as  being  very  useful  to  yon  in 
your  official  duties,  and  the  second  as  physician  of  your  family,  dear 
ing  therefore  to  retain  them  as  long  as  you  remain  in  Paraguay,  and 
you  say  that  the  names  of  these  individuals  were  presented  to  this  gov- 
ernment ministry  as  belonging  to  the  legation;  that  in  fkct  Masterman 
came  to  reside  in  your  house  in  the  above  capacity  in  September  last; 
that  in  your  note  of  the  24th  February,  detained  until  the  4th  of  April 
and  sent  with  another  of  the  same  date,  this  name  is  included  as  belong 
ing  to  the  legation;  that  as  no  objection  was  made  you  considered  him 
as  recognized  by  the  government;  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Bliss  was  also 
given  in  both  lists  as  belon^ng  to  the  legation;  that  in  the  note  of  this 
ministry  of  the  22d  of  February  it  was  stated  to  you  that  as  Mr,  Bliss 
does  not  belong  to  the  class  of  servants  he  should  iE)e  confined  to  the  rear 
of  the  legation  premises  in  order  not  to  be  subject  to  arrest  in  going  ont, 
which  he  had  scrupulously  done  during  the  last  three  months;  that 
considering  these  two  persons  as  members  of  the  legation,  you  cannot 
enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  delivering  them  up  or  sending  them 
out  of  your  house;  that  if  you  should  do  so,  it  would  be  an  abdicatiimof 
all  your  functions  and  rights  as  minister,  since  if  you  were  to  recognize 
the  right  of  the  government  to  take  away  any  person  whom  you  may 
consider  a  member  of  the  legation  you  would  have  to  cede  it  in  respect 
to  all,  and  thus  might  be  left  not  only  without  a  servant,  but  also  wiftcmt 
wife,  child,  or  secretary;  that  according  to  my  humble  reasoning  of  the 
11th  instant,  from  the  moment  that  I  should  allege  that  they  are  accused, 
your  excellency  has  no  other  resource  than  to  deliver  them  up. 

You  say  that  it  is  with  regret,  such  as  you  have  rarely  experienced  in 
all  your  life,  that  after  so  long  a  residence  in  Paraguay,  where  yoa  have 
experienced  so  much  kindness  and  courtesy  from  both  government  and 
people,  and  to  which  you  have  endeavored  to  respond  in  a  manner  whidi 
has  almost  caused  a  war  between  your  country  and  the  enemies  of  mine, 
and  which  is  still  hourly  threatened,  it  should  yet  appear  that  you  haye 
lost  that  confidence  and  respect  of  this  government  which  you  still 
'enjoyed  to  a  high  degree  until  recently,  as  is  amply  proved  as  well  by 
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official  corr^pondence  as  by  the  columns  of  the  official  paper;  but  that 
through  having  received  in  the  legation  persons  who  do  not  belong  to  it, 
or  through  having  remained  in  the  city  after  its  evacuation,  or  for  some 
other  unknown  cause,  it  seems  to  you  that  you  are  regarded  so  differ- 
ently that  you  say  you  cannot  see  how  you  can  be  of  any  utility  to  your 
government,  nor  to  that  of  Paraguay,  nor  to  any  individual  in  it,  by 
longer  remaining  here;  that  you  had  hoped  to  remain  until  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  not  say  good-bye  to  the  Paraguayan  people,  which  has  sus- 
tained a  war  with  a  bravery  and  abnegation  which  must  render  it  one  of 
the  most  notable  in  the  pages  of  history,  and  give  to  its  illustrious  magis- 
trate and  commander  of  its  armies  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  places 
in  the  annals  of  war,  in  which  you  had  hoped  that  your  name  would 
have  a  place  as  honorable  as  you  could  make  it,  leaving  the  country'  in 
the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  prosperity  so  nobly  acquired  by  its  valor 
and  abnegation ;  but  that  now  you  see  yourself  obliged  to  abandon  this 
hope,  and  that  the  course  which  you  had  thought  it  a  duty  to  follow  appears 
to  have  been  so  opposed  to  the  views  of  this  government  that  you  do 
not  see  that  you  longer  can  be  of  any  use.  And  you  conclude  by  saying  > 
that  for  this  reason  you  have  the  honor  to  ask  passports  for  aU  the  per- 
sons comprising  that  legation,  and  that  as  soon  as  circumstances  may 
permit,  facilities  may  be  given  to  you  such  as  belong  to  the  character  of 
fHi  accredited  minister,  in  order  to  leave  the  country. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Minister,  along  with  your  note  of  the  4th  of  April  there 
was  delivered  anotlier,  under  date  of  February  24th,  in  which  appears 
George  Masterman,  apothecary,  dismissed  by  this  government  from  its 
service,  without  specification  of  his  qujUity  in  the  legation;  and  being 
fdready  aware  that  you  had  obtained  his  complete  liberty  in  order  to 
perform  a  certain  service,  I  did  not  hasten  to  have  his  character  speci- 
fied, nor  to  refuse  to  recognize  him.  I  confided  that  although  having 
antecedents  very  little  honorable,  you  would  cause  him  to  comport  himself 
well  in  your  hotel,  and  that  the  case  now  presented  would  not  have 
offered.  '  Besides,  there  was  no  objection,  since  I  have  considered  Mas- 
terman as  continuing  in  the  service  for  which  he  had  been  put  at  liberty, 
and  it  will  be  very  painful  to  my  government  that  on  account  of  a  gra- 
cious concession  on  its  part  in  favor  of  and  for  the  service  of  a  minister 
of  a  frien^y  nation,  he  should  have  gained  access  to  the  hotel  of  your 
embassy  to  become  criminal  with  impunity,  pretending  to  shield  himself 
with  the  immunities  so  justly  respected  in  the  representatives  of  nations. 
I  cherish  the  hope  that  you  wiU  not  see  in  this  a  recognition  by  my  gov- 
ernment of  Masterman  as  a  member  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States, 
with  immunities. 

Mr.  PortOT  Cornelius  Bliss  arrived  in  the  country  for  the  second  time 
two  months  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Brazil,  and  solicited 
a  contract  for  a  literary  labor  with  the  government,  and  it  was  conceded 
to  him.  From  that  time  he  remained  in  its  service  and  pay.  This  min- 
istry has  seen  with  surprise  that  its  contracted  servant,  without  having 
fulfilled  his  promises,  and  with  pecuniary  liabilities  on  account  of  this 
same  service,  and  without  previous  notice,  was  enlisted  by  you  as  a  ser- 
vant. 

It  was  then  that,  knowing  that  Mr.  Bliss  was  also  of  no  small  utility 
to  you,  it  was  permitted  that  he  should  remain  in  Asuncion  with  you, 
bat  not  in  the  quality  of  servant,  which  was  not  recognized  in  him ;  and 
it  was  then  inexplicable  for  this  government  that  Mr.  Bliss,  being  received 
in  the  best  society — ^that  which  you  yourself  cultivate — he  should  show 
snch  abnegation  as  to  engage  as  your  servant.    I  wish  to  hope  that  this 
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account  cannot  be  alleged  as  a  recognition  of  immunities  for  the  person 
demanded. 

When  you  spoke  of  but  three  months  of  scrupulous  fulfillment  of  tke 
conditions  imposed,  you  doubtless  overlooked  other  months  in  whieh 
Bliss  lived  outside  of  the  legation,  to  which  he  only  came  after  the  im- 
prisonment of  Mr.  James  Manlove,  £dso  enrolled  as  a  servant  of  the  legik- 
tion  of  your  excellency  at  the  same  time  with  BUss,  enjoying  the  same 
social  treatment,  and  to-day  also  on  trial  for  the  same  crime. 

Leaving  aside  the  circumstances  under  which  these  two  individuals 
have  arrived  in  the  country,  does  not  your  excellency  find  something 
irregular  and  not  easy  to  be  explained  in  this  conduct!  But 'as  yon 
refuse  to  enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  the  giving  up  or  the  dis- 
missal of  these  individuals,  I  will  leave  aside  all  that  I  might  say,  appeal- 
ing to  the  justice  of  your  excellency  with  the  simple  narrative  of  facts 
which  I  have  just  made,  and  the  information  that  Masterman  and  Bliss 
are  important  members  of  a  combination  which,  by  agreem^it  with  the 
enemy,  was  to  have  broken  out  shortly  in  the  country  for  the  overthrow 
of  its  government,  and  the  extermination  of  the  army  which  combats 
for  its  existence,  which  information  will  undoubtedly  suffice  to  cause  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  expel  such  infftmoiis  cnm- 
inals  from  his  hotel. 

This  declaration,  made  after  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  set  forth  in 
my  note  of  the  11th  instant,  when  you  asked  for  a  specific  staten^nt  of 
the  charges  against  the  culprit  Leite  Pereira,  and  after  what  I  have  said 
above,  is  certainly  not  the  discharging  of  a  duty,  but  a  friendly  infor- 
mation, that  the  intruders  in  your  legation  have  sheltered  themselves 
there,  abusing  the  good  faith  and  generosity  of  your  excellency,  in  order 
afterwards  to  abuse  criminally  its  unmunities. 

I  would  have  wished  to  spare  you  so  great  an  annoyance,  but  the 
reminder  which  you  make  of  your  long  stay  in  Paraguay,  the  apprehen- 
sion with  which  you  seem  to  be  possessed  of  ha\ing  lost  the  confidence 
of  my  government,  the  fear  expresseld  of  being  no  longer  useful,  neither 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  nor  to  that  of  Paraguay,  nor  to 
any  individual  in  it,  along  with  the  doctrine  that  by  permitting  the  trial 
of  George  Masterman  and  Porter  C.  Bliss  you  would  have  to  yield  all 
privileges,  and  might  be  left  without  a  servant,  without  wife,  withoot 
child,  or  without  secretary,  are  the  causes  which  have  decided  me  to  it 

I  cannot  understand  the  opposition  which  you  find  between  your  con- 
duct and  the  views  attributed  to  my  government,  and  still  less  can  I 
understand  the  reason  of  the  fear  that  the  name  of  your  excdlency  will 
fail  to  occupy  an  honorable  place  in  the  history  of  our  war,  thoagfa 
indeed  I  presume  it  will  be  painful  for  you  as  it  is  for  me  to  find  in  tie 
hotel  of  your  excellency  criminals  of  such  a  character. 

Certainly  my  government  did  not  regard  as  an  act  of  cordial  friendship 
the  permanence  of  your  excellency  in  Asuncion  for  an  indefinite  tiine, 
with  such  a  number  of  refugees,  and  without  apparent  motive,  aller  its 
entire  evacuation;  but  with  frank  friendship  it  has  manifested  its  regret, 
and  if  you  did  not  find  it  convenient  to  accede  to  the  desires  of  the  gov- 
ernment, this  circumstance  has  not  sufficed  to  cause  a  withdrawal  ei 
confidence. 

A  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  this  ministry  made  no  complaint 
except  when  it  became  my  duty  to  accuse  you  of  lack  of  respect  to  my 
note  of  June  28th^  in  thinking  it  your  duty  to  refuse  the  dehvery  of  the 
culprit  Leite  Pereira,  then  recently  arrived  for  shelter  in  your  hotel* 

A  rapid  review  of  all  the  correspondence  of  this  miuistiy,  and  of  the 
columns  of  the  newspaper  which  your  excellency  cites,  will  suffice  to 
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destroy  the  idea  of  lack  of  that  confidence  and  respect  on  the  part  of  my 
government  which  it  has  taken  pleasure  in  demonstrating  towards  the 
representative  of  the  American  Union  and  his  worthy  fkmily,  who  for 
U^  first  time  broke  the  blockade. 

Strengthening  thus  my  note  of  the  13th  concerning  the  dismissal  of 
G.  Masterman  and  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  to  be  deUvered  up  or  sent 
away,  I  am  persuaded  that  you,  thus  informed,  will  hasten  to  expel  from 
the  hotel  of  your  legaticm  those  who,  bathing  the  national  soil  with  fratri- 
cidal blood,  pretend  to  undermine  the  just  title  to  the  sympathy  of  your 
exeeUency  which  the  abnegation  and  great  sacrifices  of  my  country  have 
acquired,  as  well  as  those  which  the  singular  and  conspicuous  services 
which  its  supreme  magistrate  and  general-in-chief  of  its  armies,  Marshal 
Lopez,  has  conquered  in  this  struggle. 

As  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  base  upon  the  fears  already  m^itioned 
the  painful  situation  in  which  you  find  yourself,  of  having  to  renounce 
your  desires  of  not  leaving  Paraguay  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and 
your  consequent  request  for  your  passports,  I  shall  await  to  know  if  I 
have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  dissipated  them,  and  shall  after- 
wards Qsk  the  orders  of  his  excellency  the  Marshal  President  of  the 
republic  respecting  the  said  passports  and  facilities. 

Having  offered  you  in  my  note  of  the  12th  instant  that  the  Mistresses 
Thomas  and  Eden  would  be  advised  that  they  may  return  to  the  house 
of  your  excellency,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  mention  that  having  informed 
tbem  of  this  concession  they  have  replied  that  they  would  by  no  means 
return,  perhaps  because  you  yourself  have  not  spoken  to  them,  and  for 
whatever  may  occur  I  inform  you  that  concession  still  remains  in  force. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

GUMESENDO  BENITEZ. 

His  Excellency  Chables  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  July  20, 1868. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  16th  instant  on  the 
following  day,  a  little  before  noon.  In  this  note,  which  is  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  14th,  you,  after  giving  a  resum^  of  the  contents  of  mine, 
proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Porter 
C.  Bliss  and  6.  F.  Masterman  came  into  this  legation. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Bliss  you  remark  that  soon  after  coming  into  the  coun- 
try he  sought  a  contract  for  litei'ary  labor  with  the  government  that 
was  conceded  to  him,  and  that  from  that  time  he  had  remained  in  its 
service  and  pay.  Mr.  Bliss  informs  me  that  he  never  had  any  written 
oontract  with  the  government,  but  was  told  he  should  receive  certain 
compensation  for  the  literary  labors  he  was  to  perform ;  that  from  time 
to  time  he  has  received  certain  sums  of  money  in  payment  of  labor 
already  performed,  and  that  the  amount  received  has  not  exceeded  the 
sum  due  him.  Such  being  his  circumstances,  I  cannot  see  any  good 
reason  why  I  should  not  have  admitted  him  into  the  legation  and  given 
him  employment.  You  express  surprise  that  I  should  have  received  a 
man  of  Mr.  Bliss's  attainments  and  social  position  into  the  legation  in 
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the  capacity  of  servant.  You  will  permit  me  to  observe  that  I  think  a 
wrong  construction  has  been  put  on  the  word  "service,"  as  employed  in 
my  note  of  the  22d  of  February.  In  saying  that  I  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  more  i)ersons  into  my  service  than  I  had  previously  employed, 
I  did  not  say  in  what  capacity  they  were  engaged.  Mr.  Bliss  I  neeckd 
as  translator,  and  Mr.  Masterman  as  medical  attendant  to  my  fiunily, 
and  as  the  peculiar  qualifications  of  each  were  so  well  known  I  considered 
that  it  would  have  been  entirely  superfluous  to  state  in  what  capacity 
they  were  employed.  Nor  do  I  find  in  consulting  the  most  eminent 
authors  on  international  law  that  ministers  are  ever  required  to  state  the 
capacity  or  character  of  the  persons  pertaining  to  their  legations.  It  is 
enough  that  their  names  are  given  in,  and,  if  not  except^  to,  they  are 
thenceforth  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  legation. 

In  answering  my  note  of  22d  February,  his  excellency  Senor  Berges 
expressly  recognized  Mr.  Bliss  as  belonging  to  the  legation,  but  requesied 
that,  as  he  would  not  be  known  to  the  police  as  one  of  my  servants,  be 
would  confine  himself  to  it.  In  fact,  he  is  the  only  person  now  in  my  hoo^ 
who  ever  ha^  been  recognized  formally  and  in  an  official  note.  For  some 
time  after  the  order  of  evacuation  was  issued,  Mr.  Bliss  and  the  most  of 
those  who  came  at  that  time  to  reside  within  my  premises  did  not  strictiy 
confine  themselves  to  it,  though  they  never  went  far  away  from  it  3k[r. 
Bliss  even  continued  to  sleep  in  his  own  house  opposite,  and  used  to  come 
and  go  in  full  sight  of  the  police,  and  as  he  was  never  molested,  concluded 
it  wa«  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  government  whether  he  still  occu- 
pied his  own  house  or  confined  himself  to  the  legation.  Indeed,  when  cor 
unfortunate  countryman,  Mr.  Manlove,  came  to  ^ef,  he  went  to  the 
police  office  with  him  as  interpreter,  and,  after  his  detention,  took  his 
meals  to  him  for  several  times,  so  that  I  never  could  suspect  his  being  a 
member  of  the  legation  could  be  questioned.  He  did  not,  as  you  intimate, 
seek  refuge  in  my  house.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  at  my  express  request 
that  he  entered  my  service,  though  not  as  a  servant,  at  a  time  that  I 
thought  his  services  would  be  most  useful  and  necessary.  You  will,  there- 
fore, I  trust,  admit  that,  having  accepted  him  as  a  member  of  this  lega- 
tion and  given  official  notice  of  the  fact,  which  notice  was  acknowledged, 
I  cannot  now  repudiate  Mm. 

Eespecting  the  case  of  Mr.  Masterman,  you  say  that  it  will  be  very 
painful  to  your  government  that,  on  account  of  a  gracious  concession  to 
the  minister  of  a  friendly  nation,  he  should  have  gained  accession  to  this 
embassy  to  become  criminal,  and  with  impunity,  under  the  immunities 
which  are  justly  respected  by  the  law  of  nations. 

It  cannot  be  so  painful  to  you  or  to  your  government  that  anything  rf 
that  kind  should  occur,  as  it  is  to  me.  To  have  my  confidence  abased  in 
that  way  would  show  a  degree  of  ingratitude  of  which  I  would  fain  hope 
no  man  is  capable.  But,  &  it  has  h^n  so  abused,  and  all  that  Mr.  Mas- 
terman has  been  accused  of  shall  be  proved  true,  the  law  of  nations  pre- 
scribes a  course  for  me  entirely  different  from  that  proposed  by  yonr 
honor. 

The  law  of  nations,  as  you  are  aware,  is  very  clear  and  explicit,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  immunities  of  ministers,  but  to  M  p^- 
sons  x)ertaining  to  their  legations.  "  Such  persons,"  says  Martens,  (Law 
of  Nations,  book  vii,  chap.  9,  note,)  "are  placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  are  consequently  not  submitted  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  country  which  they  inhabit,  even  though  it  may  be  their  own. 
They  cannot  be  tried  for  any  of  their  civil  or  criminal  actions,  except  by 
the  state  represented  by  the  minister.  The  legislation  of  the  principal 
states  of  Europe  is  positive  on  this  point.    •    •    •    From  tiie  time  that 
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the  persons  of  the  minister's  snite  leave  his  service  they  can  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  where  they  are,  if  they  are  not  subjects  of  the 
sovereign  represented  by  the  minister;  in  the  contrary  case  the  minister 
cannot  consent  to  their  extradition  or  to  their  being  put  in  judgment  for 
things  done  previous  to  their  leaving  him."  Thus  you  will  see  that  if 
Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  were  accused  of  specific  crimes  or  offenses 
committed  while  in  my  legation,  and  had  left  i^  according  to  this  great 
writer,  who,  next  to  my  own  countryman,  Mr,  Wheaton,  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  highest  authority  of  modem  times  on  matters  of  inter- 
national law,  I  ^^  could  not  consent  to  their  extradition  or  to  their  being 
put  in  judgment,"  except  in  their  resjiective  countries. 

Says  Wheaton^part  iii,  ch.  1,  sec.  15,)  in  speaking  of  the  immunities 
of  a  minister:  ''This  immunity  extends  not  only  to  the  person  of  the 
minister  but  to  his  family  and  suite,  secretaires  of  legation  and  other 
secretaries,  his  servants,  movable  effects,  and  the  house  in  which  he 
resides.  (Section  16:)  The  wife  and  family,  servants,  and  suite  of  the 
minister,  participate  in  the  inviolability  attached  to  his  public  character. 
*  *  *  In  respect  to  criminal  offenses  committed  by  his  domestics, 
although  in  strictness  the  minister  has  a  right  to  try  and  punish  them, 
the  m^em  usage  merely  authorizes  him  to  arrest  and  send  them  for 
trial  to  their  own  country." 

Vattel,  and  all  authorities  on  international  law,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  consult  them,  agree  substantially  with  those  I  have  quot^;  and 
the  law  being  thus  clearly  and  explicitly  laid  down,  I  would  ask  you 
whether  you  would  have  me  respect  or  violate  itf  Of  course  you  will 
say  respect  it.  How,  then,  shall  I  send  these  members  of  my  legation 
from  my  house,  even  though  they  be  accused,  without  a  direct  and  palpa- 
ble violation  of  my  duty  as  a  minister! 

Your  honor  adds  that  after  the  representations  made,  you  lay  aside 
the  question  whether  or  not  these  persons  belong  to  the  legation,  and 
leave  it  to  my  sense  of  justice  to  expel  them  from  my  house  after  your 
narrative  of  facts,  and  the  information  that  both  Bliss  and  Masterman 
are  important  members  of  a  combination  which  by  agreement  with  the 
enemy  was  to  have  broken  out  shortly  in  the  country,  for  the  overthrow 
of  its  government  and  the  destruction  of  the  army  that  combats  for  its 
existence.  That  neither  Masterman  nor  Bliss  are  members  of  such  a 
combination  of  course  I  cannot  prove,  for  to  prove  a  negative  is  gener- 
ally impossible.  But  if  it  shall  be  proved  on  full  investigation  that  they 
are  members  of  such  a  combination,  I  shall  be  more  astonished  than  I 
ever  was  before.  Ever  since  the  evacuation  of  the  city,  Mr.  Masterman, 
who  is  much  addicted  to  scientific  studies  and  investigations,  has  lived 
the  life  of  a  recluse,  and  had  scarcely  any  communication  with  any  one 
outside  the  precincts  of  the  legation;  while  if  Mr.  Bliss,  who  has  been 
all  the  while  so  intimate,  so  frank,  so  confidential  on  all  matters  with  me 
that  I  supposed  I  knew  every  thought,  and  hope,  and  aspiration  of  his 
existence,  has,  as  is  alleged,  been  engaged  in  a  great  conspiracy  all  this 
time  against  the  government,  he  is  such  an  actor  as  would  do  infinite 
credit  to  his  own  dramas.  He  should  at  once  drop  the  pen,  and  assume 
the  sock  and  buskin. 

Your  honor  will  permit  me  to  observe  that  the  assumption  that  a  per- 
son is  guilty  because  he  is  accused,  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law.  It  is  a  maxim  of  this  universal  law  that  every 
man  is  innocent  till  he  is  "proved"  guilty;  but  you  appear  to  take  the 
ground  that  as  soon  as  a  man  is  accused  he  is  necessarily  guilty,  and  you 
ask  me  to  treat  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  as  being  so  before  a  trial 
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or  before  an  examination,  and  before  a  particle  of  proof  of  their  guilt  bM 
been  given  me,  I  must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  my  own  country,  and 
according  to  them  I  must  have  the  proofs  of  the  offenses  charged  against 
a  man  before  I  can  treat  him  as  being  guilt)^  You,  however,  adduce  no 
proof,  nor  do  you  give  jne  a  particle  of  the  evidence  on  which  your  charges 
are  founded,  and  ask  me  to  treat  them  as  if  guilty  of  high  crimes. 

The  law  of  nations  clearly  prescribes  the  course  to  he  followed  wli«i 
persons^  members  of  a  legation,  are  found  to  be  engaged  in  any  nnlawM 
acts.  It  says  that  the  government  which  it  has  offended  may  ask  tlmt 
they  shall  be  sent  to  their  own  country  to  be  tried,  when  the  minister 
wiU  be  bound  to  comply  with  the  request.  Therefore  if  the  charges  and 
proofs  against  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  shall  be  furnished  me,  with 
request  that  they  should  be  sent  to  their  respective  countries  to  be  tried, 
I  sJiall  then  have  no  alternative  but  to  comply,  and  at  the  first  opporta- 
nity  send  them  away — the  one  to  the  United  States,  the  other  to  tiie 
custody  of  the  English  minister  in  Buenos  Ayres.  This  course,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  as  it  will 
remove  persons  obnoxious  to  it  irom  the  country,  and  will  subject  them 
to  trial  according  to  the  laws  of  their  own  countries;  and  as  there  ishttie 
doubt  that  an  American  gunboat  will  soon  be  in  these  waters,  there  wQl 
probably  be  but  little  delay  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

You  will  admit  that  I  had  good  reason  to  be  surprised  at  the  state- 
ment in^  your  last  note  that  a  combination  had  been  formed  which,  by 
agreement  with  the  enemy,  was  to  have  broken  out  shortly  in  the  eoan- 
try,  for  the  overthrow  of  its  government  and  the  extermination  of  the 
army  which  combats  for  its  existence.  That  something  of  a  dangerous 
character  had  been  discovered  I  had  previously  supplied  from  having 
learned  that  certain  energetic  and  unusual  measures  had  recendy  been 
taken  by  the  government  But  of  its  form  or  extent,  or  of  the  persons 
implicated  in  it,  I  had  not  the  most  remote  idea.  Such  con^irations  not 
unfrequently  happen  during  long  periods  of  war,  but  I  did  not  suppose 
there  were  men  enough  in  Paraguay  to  make  such  a  combination  at  all 
formidable  who  would  have  the  folly  to  attempt  it.  There  may  hare 
been  men  bad  enough  to  attempt  it,  but  I  did  not  suppose  there  were 
any  so  foolish  as  to  engage  in  a  combination  that  cocdd  not  offer  any 
other  issue  than  their  own  ruin.  Your  note  of  the  16th,  however,  con- 
vinces me  that  something  of  the  kind  has  been  attempted.  But  I  cherish 
the  hope  that  it  will  be  found,  after  full  investigation,  that  it  is  not  so 
extensive  as  may  have  been  apprehended ;  and  I  am  very  anxious  to  know, 
as  I  now  confidently  believe,  that  it  will  appear  to  be  confined  to  a  circle 
with  which  no  person  who  has  ever  lived  in  this  legation  had  any  rela- 
tions, connections,  or  intimacy,  and  I  am  fuUy  persuaded  that  such  a 
result  of  the  investigation  is  the  one  that  is  most  dedred  by  his  excdlency 
Marshal  Lopez. 

Having  thus  reviewed  at  length  the  contents  of  your  note  of  the  Ifitk, 
I  regret  to  find  that  my  views  of  my  duty  differ  as  widely  as  ever  from 
those  expressed  by  you,  and  that,  consequently,  I  see  little  prospect  of 
being  able  to  be  personally  useful  by  longer  remaining  here.  For  reasons 
your  honor  can  well  appreciate,  I  should  have  preferred  to  await  at  least 
the  solution  of  the  question  of  the  i>assage  of  the  American  gunlKMrt 
above  the  blockading  squadron.  Of  course,  if  I  remain,  it  will  come 
sooner  or  later,  if  it  takes  the  whole  American  navy  to  lorce  its  way.  1 
apprehend,  however,  that  rather  than  provoke  a  war  with  the  United 
States  the  gunboat  will  be  permitted  to  pass  unmolested,  and  you  will 
readily  believe  that  I  have  no  desire  to  save  the  allies  firom  another  saeh 
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humiliation  as  they  were  subjected  to  at  the  time  of  m  j  last  arrival  in 
Paragoay. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  tender  to  yonr  honor  assurances  of  high 
regu^  and  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN, 
His  Honor  OuMEsnoK)  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affaire, 


Sefior  Benitez  to  Mr.  WcLshbum. 
[Translation.] 

MmiSTBT  OF  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Lnque^  July  19, 1868. 
.  Your  excellency  not  having  chosen  to  send  away,  up  to  sunset  to  day, 
the  accused  indi\iduals,  George  Masterman  and  Porter  C.  Bliss,  nor 
reply  to  my  note  demanding  these  criminals,  and  being  pressed  by  the 
requirements  of  justice,  I  for  the  third  time  request  their  expulsion  or 
deHvery,  begging  you  to  take  into  consideration  the  urgency  of  the  case 
and  the  grave  character  of  their  crime,  in  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
country,  informing  you  that  the  persons  in  your  service  who  are  sent 
outside  of  the  plaza  to  procure  provisions  are  accused  of  being  conduct- 
ors of  communications  of  the  enemy  to  the  refugees  of  your  hotel,  and 
tiieir  replies. 

As  I  fear  I  shall  molest  you,  and  not  being  so  pressed  in  this  matter, 
it  may  be  that  I  shall  not  solicit  the  appearance  of  those  persons  before 
the  tribunal,  thus  offering  you  a  new  proof  of  high  consideration  and 
respect;  and  not  doubting  that  you  will  take  the  necessary  measures  for 
the  internal  service  of  your  house  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  grave  abuse 
of  its  just  immunities,  I  improve  this  occasion,  &c.,  &c., 

GUMESmDO  BENITEZ. 

His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion,  July  20, 1868. 

Sir  :  Since  closing  my  note  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterday,  in  which,  after 
again  requesting  me  to  send  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  from  my  house, 
you  state  that  the  persons  in  my  service  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
bring  provisions  from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town  are  accused  of 
having  conveyed  communications  between  the  enemy  and  the  persons 
sheltered  in  my  house.  You  add  that,  in  order  not  to  molest'me,  you  do 
not  solicit  their  appearance  before  the  tribunals,  thus  giving  another 
proof  of  high  consideration  and  respect  for  myself,  not  doubting  that  I 
shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  such  abuse  of  the  lega- 
tion immunitieB. 

For  these  expressions  of  a  desire  not  to  molest  me,  you  will  please 
aooept  my  sincere  thanks.    I  have  advised  the  only  servant  I  have,  who 
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is  accostomed  to  go  beyond  the  city  limits,  that  he  must  not  bring  or 
carry  any  note,  message,  or  communication  of  any  kind,  to  or  from 
any  other  person  than  myself  or  Mrs.  Washburn.  This  servant  tdls 
me  that  he  has  never  carried  any  messages  or  notes  of  any  kind  exceptthe 
requests  of  persons  living  in  the  legation  to  the  occupants  of  the  houses 
where  they  had  before  resided,  to  send  them  books,  clothes,  and  saeh 
other  things  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  use  and  convenience.  Even 
that  service  I  have  now  prohibited  him  from  doing,  and  should  he  be 
found  to  disobey  me  I  trust  I  may  be  informed  of  it,  that  I  may  instant^ 
discharge  him  from  my  service.  Bespecting  the  case  of  Mr.  Bliss  and 
Mr.  Masterman,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  other  note  of  this  date,  in  reply 
to  yours  of  the  16th. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

CBLAJtLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translation.] 

LUQUB,  July  21,  tm. 

I  have  the  honortoacknowledgethe  receipt  of  your  two  notes,  in  which, 
under  date  of  yesterday,  you  acknowledge  receipt  of  mine  oi  the  16th 
and  19th  instant-,  and  refuse  to  permit  that  the  criminals  accused  of  high 
treason  to  the  country,  in  combination  with  the  enemy,  G^rge  Master- 
man  and  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  appear  before  the  tribunals. 

In  anticipation  of  the  occasion  of  forwarding  my  formal  answer,  I 
notify  you  that,  by  agreement  of  the  traitors  with  the  enemy,  the  latter 
was  to  execute  certain  movements  on  or  before  the  24th  instant;  and  9A 
it  appears  probable  that  these  criminals  may  escape  from  your  house,  if 
they  should  not  be  previously  imprisoned,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you 
that  my  government  would  view  with  the  greatest  pain  an  occurrence  of 
so  much  importance,  which  would  once  more  surprise  the  good  faith  and 
confidence  which  Mr.  Washburn  pleases  to  manifest  towards  these  crim- 
inals, thinking  it  his  duty  to  discuss  and  delay  up  to  the  present  time* 
the  apprehension  of  individuals  so  dangerous  to  the  national  cause,  with- 
Qut  ha\ang  been  sufficient  all  the  moderation  and  courtesy  with  whidi 
this  ministry  has  treated  so  grave  a  question.  I  beg  of  you  the  honor 
of  the  speediest  possible  answer,  and  I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew 
the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

GXJMESINDO  BENITEZ. 

His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washbubn, 

Minister  Besident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  July  22, 1868. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  you  advise  me  that  the   treasonable  combination  with 
the  enemy  was  to  have  made  certain  movements  on  the  24th  of  tin» 
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month,  and  it  was  apprehended  that  the  persons  in  my  house,  accused 
of  being  engaged  in  it,  would  seek  to  escape  from  it  if  they  were  not 
pn^osly  made  prisoners,  and  you  add  that  your  government  will  view 
with  great  regret  that  they  should  escape  and  thus  abuse  my  confidence 
again,  and  in  conclusion  you  ask  an  immediate  reply. 

To  the  apparent  haste  in  which  you  seem  to  have  been  I  may  probably 
attribute  the  fact  that  you  make  no  mention  of  the  reasons  given  by  me 
io  my  note  of  the  20th  why  I  could  treat  no  one  as  criminal  till  I  had  the 
proofs  of  bis  guilt.  Kor  do  you,  probably  for  the  same  motive  take  into 
consideration  the  reasons  I  gave  why  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations 
I  could  not  surrender  for  trial  by  the  authorities  of  the  country  these 
two  members  of  my  legation.  But  as  you  say  that  the  combination  of 
treason  was  to  have  broken  out  on  the  24th,  and  that  it  appeared  probable 
that  these  persons  would  then  attempt  to  escape  from  my  house,  it  appears 
that  further  security  is  desired  that  they  will  not  do  so. 

Though  not  participating  in  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  criminality 
of  these  individuals,  and  being  entirely  ignorant  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  combination  to  which  you  allude,  lam  nevertheless  disposed 
to  do  all  in  my  power,  and  all  that  is  consistent  with  my  duty  and  respect 
for  the  law  of  nations,  to  facilitate  the  government  in  all  measures  of  pre- 
vention or  security.  I  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  hold  Mr.  Bliss  and 
Mr.  Masterman  close  prisoners  in  this  legation,  till  I  can  send  them  out 
of  the  country,  or  till  such  time  as  the  government  may  not  object  to 
their  being  set  at  liberty. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

ffis  Honor  GuMEsmDO  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  WdsKburn. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Ministry  of  State  foe  Foreign  Affairs, 

Luque,  July  23, 1868. 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  of  you  the  immediate  delivery  of  a  sealed* 
package  of  communications,  which  the  ex-minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
Jos6  Berges,  delivered  to  you  in  his  residence  at  Salinares,  when,  on  the 
afternoon  following  the  arrival  of  Berges  from  San  Fernando  to  Asun- 
cion, you  visited  him  in  that  house,  where  you  personally  took  charge  of 
the  said  packet  in  order  to  keep  it,  as  in  fact,  on  arri\^g  at  your  lega- 
tion at  nightfsdl,  you  went  with  it  to  your  office. 

This  packet  being,  Mr.  Minister,  of  great  importance  to  my  govern- 
ment, you  will  allow  me  to  request  its  delivery  to  the  officer  who  bears 
the  present  communication. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  salute  your  excellency  with  distinguished 
consideration. 

GUMESINDO  BEMTEZ. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  tlie  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr,  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Astmcion,  July  23,  1B68. 

Sib  :  The  note  of  your  excellency  of  this  date  has  this  moment  been 
received.  In  it  I  am  requested  to  deliver  to  the  bearer  a  sealed  package 
of  commnuications  that  was  delivered  to  me  by  Sefior  Don  Jos^  Berges 
at  his  house  in  the  Salinares  the  day  after  his  return  ftt)m  San  Fernando. 
In  answer  to  thift  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  I  did  not  know  of 
Senor  Berges's  return  till  several  days  afterwardsj  and  that  when  I  did 
hear  of  it  1  learned  also  he  was  very  sick  at  his  quinta,  and  called, 
according  to  my  diary,  the  22d  of  June  upon  him,  as  I  was  going  to  take 
a  paseo,  and  found  him  in  bed  in  his  house.  I  do  not  remember  how 
long  that  was  after  the  return  of  Senor  Berges,  but  I  think  it  was  a  Week 
or  more,  but  he  never  gave  me  any  package  or  communication,  or  let 
ter  or  message  of  any  kind.  We  talked  about  the  condition  of  the  war 
and  of  other  things  of  a  casual  nature,  and  the  only  thing  that  I  remem- 
ber is  that  he  said  the  Brazilians  could  not  hold  out  much  longer;  that 
their  credit  was  exhausted,  and  several  provinces  were  already  in  revolt 
On  taking  my  leave  he  begged  me  to  come  and  see  him  often,  which  I 
promised  to  do;  but  I  never  called  but  once  afterw'ards,  and  that  was 
with  Mrs.  Washburn,  according  to  my  diary,  on  the  3d  of  July,  when  I 
found  him  still  in  bed.  His  talk  then  was  very  similar  to  what  it  had 
been  on  the  previous  occasion,  but  neither  then  nor  at  any  time  has  he 
ever  given  me  any  package  or  communication  whatever.  You  must, 
therefore,  be  entirely  misinformed  in  regard  to  the  package  concerning 
which  you  inquire.  I  have  never  received  anything  of  the  kind,  nor 
have  I  received  from  him  any  communication,  either  verbal  or  by  letter, 
since  his  return  from  San  Fernando. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  tender  assurances  of  distingoished 
consideration. 

CHAELES  A,  WASHBUEK. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Washhum, 
[Translation.] 

Ministey  of  State  fob  Foreign  Affairs, 

Luque^  July  23^  19^. 

Before  having  had  time  to  reply  to  the  note  of  your  excellency  bear- 
ing date  20th  instant,  as  I  had  offered  in  mine  of  the  21st,  1  have  received 
the  reply  which  you  have  given  to  tiiis  last,  and  I  proceed  to  reply  to 
both. 

First  of  all,  I  must  explain  the  apparent  haste,  of  which  you  accuse 
me  with  so  little  politeness  in  your  reply  of  yesterday.  Since  my  hnste 
was  not  apparent,  but  real,  and  moved  by  the  friendly  interest  of  pre- 
venting a  complication  by  a  new  abuse  of  your  confidence,  by  the  crim- 
inals whom  you  protect,  I  have  considered  that  confidence  real  and  noble, 
and  not  apparent,  as  you  classify  my  haste,  and  that  is  the  explanation 
of  my  conduct  in  respect  to  that  note. 

I  have  not  forgotten  in  it,  as  you  think,  that  you  had  just  given  me 
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year  reasons,  declaring  that  yon  wonld  not  give  np  Masterman  and  Bliss 
for  their  trial  by  the  authorities  of  the  country,  considering  them  as 
members  of  your  legation.  I  only  wished  to  point  out  to  you  a  traitor- 
008  possibility,  hastening  to  forewarn  your  excessive  confidence  towards 
the  criminals  of  your  house,  while  I  proposed  to  offer  to  you  a  detailed 
reply  upon  the  points  on  which  you  appear  to  base  your  resistance  in 
your  note  of  the  20th. 

I  have  not  permitted  myself  to  request  of  you  to  keep  as  close  pris- 
oners in  your  legation  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  G^eorg^  F.  Masterman, 
and  it  belongs  exclusively  to  you  to  do  what  is  most  befitting  the 
internal  service  of  your  house. 

I  have  fulfilled  a  duty  which  I  judged  to  be  one  of  courtesy.  It  is 
now  my  duty  to  express  to  you  that  from  your  own  house  correspond- 
ences from  the  enemy's  generals  are  received  and  replied  to,  treating  of 
the  details  of  the  plot;  and  when  you  insist  withal  in  the  terms  employed, 
and  do  not  wish  to  believe  in  an  ingratitude,  I  am  obMged  to  fear  that 
the  same  conduct  is  still  observed  in  your  house,  in  which  they  have 
been  before  shut  up  as  well  as  now,  I  suppose,  sin^e  they  have  not 
appeared  on  the  street. 

It  is  not  I,  Mr.  Minister,  who  have  said  to  you  that  the  complot  had 
been  combined  to  break  out  to-morrow,  but  I  thank  you  for  the  intelli- 
gence. 

I  should  have  much  to  say  concerning  the  account  which  you  have 
received  from  Bliss,  resi>ecting  his  contract  with  the  government,  and 
its  tulfillment  on  each  side,  bi^  that  is  not  the  question  of  the  moment, 
and  your  excellency  knows  that  my  government  makes  no  question  of 
intei-est,  nor  can  it  recognize  you  as  its  judge  in  the  matter. 

Your  excellency  says  that,  in  fact,  the  only  person  formally  recognized 
in  an  official  note,  as  a  memoer  of  the  legation,  is  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss, 
referring  to  the  note  from  the  department  of  the  23d  of  February;  but  I 
cannot  attribute  this  assertion,  except  to  some  painful  mistake  on  the 
part  of  your  excellency,  since  I  have  before  me  that  note,  and  I  find 
nothing  which  authorizes  me  to  believe  so.  On  the  contrary,  the  third 
paragraph  of  that  note  ejfpressly  and  virtually  disclaims  the  quality  of 
members  of  your  legation  in  the  citizens  Bliss  and  Manlove;  and  if  the 
condition  of  not  appearing  upon  the  street  was  imposed  upon  them, 
it  was  assimilating  them  to  the  reftigees  in  your  hotel,  without  its 
appearing  that  they  were  considered  in  any  other  capacity. 
•  In  corroboration  of  this  assertion  I  will  remind  you  that  in  my  note 
of  the  29th  of  March  last  I  had  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  the  said 
BUjbs  and  Manlove  could  not  go  out  of  the  legation,  and  that  only  on 
that  condition  were  they  tolerated  in  the  house  of  your  excellency. 

Besides,  as  you  know,  the  specialty  of  the  case,  the  circumstances  of 
the  country,  and  the  residence  of  your  excellency  in  a  purely  military 
post,  showed  the  necessity  of  the  express  consent  of  the  government, 
in  order  that  individuals  proposed  for  members  of  that  legation  might 
be  recognized  in  that  capacity. 

For  the  rest,  if  I  have  reminded  you  that  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  has 
not  lived  up  to  the  conditions  recommended  in  the  note  of  the  23d  of 
February,  it  was  only  to  remind  you  that  more  than  the  three  months 
of  which  you  spoke  in  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  and  that  that  recom- 
mendation had  not  been  so  scrupulously  fulfilled.  If  there  were  any 
words  badly  translated  in  the  notes  exchanged  at  that  time,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  error  falls  upon  you  tor  not  having  rectified  it  at  the  time. 

I  will  not  trespass  on  you  by  undertaking  the  task  of  persuading  you 
still  that  your  confidence  has  been  abused  by  the  criminals  demanded. 
48  D  0— VOL,  n 
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since  my  official  declarations  have  for  you  less  importance  than  their 
own  statements. 

As  little  do  I  wish  to  weaiy  you  with  a  long  series  of  tranacriptioiks 
from  international  law  to  satisfy'  your  scruples,  for  fear  that  you  might 
accuse  me  of  not  wishing  it  to  be  enforced  in  favor  of  your  "proteges," 
Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman,  and  also  beeEuise  I  do 
not  consider  this  to  be  the  place. 

Xor  shall  I  give  you  more  specified  details  concerning  the  accusatioDA 
against  the  said  t^riminals,  since  I  am  notified  beforehand  that  yoa  will 
not  permit  them  to  be  tried  by  the  authorities  of  this  country,  but  Porter 
Cornelius  Bliss  only  in  the  United  States,  and  George  F.  Mastaman  in 
England,  as  members  of  the  American  legation. 

Nevertheless,  I  will  observe  that  your  excellency  appears  completely 
to  confound  the  condition  of  the  countiy  in  full  and  exterminating  war, 
widi  an  absolute  blockade  and  a  horrible  and  atrocious  crime,  with  a 
normal  and  not  very  pressing  situation,  and  an  ordinary  crime  of  lees 
danger  and  less  immediate  consequence.  Could  you,  who  are  so  fiEuuiliar 
with  the  great  autliors,  cite  me  a  case  analogous  to  that  which  yon  sus- 
tain !  Does  it  not  seem  to  you  that  if  the  immunities  of  a  minister  were 
to  reach  such  an  extreme  as  that  to  which  you  pretend  to  carry  yours, 
there  would  be  no  nation  in  the  world  which  would  wish  to  accept  an 
embassy! 

Since  the  national  justice  does  not  seek  the  suffering  of  any  man,  but 
the  investigation  and  chaatisement  of  the  crime,  in  oixLer  to  put  an  end 
to  the  fatal  development  of  a  plot  as  wicked  as  inhuman,  does  it  not  seem 
to  you  probable  that  when  the  republic  shall  be  saved  the  governnieat 
will  excuse  itself  from  sending  its  attorneys,  (fiscaiesj)  one  to  the  United 
States  and  another  to  England,  to  substantiate  an  accusaliion,  and  call 
for  the  chastisement  of  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  George  F.  Master- 
man,  who,  without  any  character  whatever,  and  begging  their  bread, 
have  arrived  at  the  shores  of  this  country  to  constitute  themselves  later 
the  agents  of  the  enemy  and  instruments  of  commotion  aud  intestine 
revolt,  and  who  had  not  appeared  before  the  tribunal,  because,  after 
having  become  criminals,  they  had  obtained  access  to  the  legation  of  a 
friendly  power,  in  order  to  continue  thence  with  impunity  so  iniquitous 
a  work! 

Does  your  excellency  think  that  the  minister  who  shelters  such  crimi- 
nals under  his  flag  and  his  immunities  is  in  the  perfect  esierdse  of  inter- 
national-law privileges  t  The  exercise  of  that  law  thus  understood,  for 
the  safeguard  of  such  individuals,  can  it  be  considered  as  an  act  of 
obliging  friendship  ? 

Let  your  excellency  add  to  this  that  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  has  signed 
in  a  secret  committee  of  reciprocal  obligation,  swearing  the  tr^ahcheious 
assassination  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

I  cannot  but  declare  categorically  to  you  that  this  ministry  does  not 
recognize,  nor  has  it  ever  recognized.  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  American 
citizen,  aud  George  F.  Masterman,  British  subject,  as  members  of  your 
legation,  and  consequently  I  cannot  accept  a  discussion  wit^  your  excel- 
lency up«n  that  basis.  I  regret,  Mr.  Minister,  that  my  friendly  r^re* 
sentations  in  previous  notes  have  not  been  able  to  avoid  the  present 
statement,  an4 1  am  under  the  unavoidable  obligation  of  again  requesting 
the  expulsion  of  these  criminals  from  your  hotel  before  sunset  on  the 
26th  instant,  in  doing  which  you  will  not  only  act  with  justice,  but 
aecording  to  the  law  of  nations. 

I  also  regret  to  see  that  your  excellency  has  so  little  hope  of  being 
personally  useful  by  remaining  longer  in  the  country.    I  thought  that 
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die  representative  of  a  friendly  nation  would  take  pleasore  in  seeing 
frustrated  a  great  conspiracy  formed  to  facilitate  tbe  triumph  of  the 
enemies  of  my  country,  whose  cause  has  merited  the  sympathetic  inter- 
est of  the  government  of  the  American  Union. 

I  will  not  conclude  without  thanking  your  excellency  for  the  mention 
yoa  have  made  concerning  the  American  fleet  forcing  a  passage,  as  well 
as  for  your  opinion  that,  rather  than  provoke  a  war  with  the  United 
States,  the  gunboat  will  be  allowed  to  pass  without  molestation,  and, 
above  all,  the  security  given  that  your  excellency  has  no  desire  to  spare 
the  allies  another  humiliation  such  as  that  experienced  upon  the  occasion 
of  your  last  arrival  in  this  country. 

I  improve  this  occasion,  &c. 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 

His  Excellency  Chables  Washbuen, 

Minister  Eesident  of  the  United  States, 


Mr.  Wnshbum  to  8emr  Benitez. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Asunciouj  July  25, 1868. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
23d,  in  which,  after  discussing  some  points  of  courtesy,  you  proceed  to 
give  your  reasons  why  Porter  C.  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman  should 
not  be  regarded  as  members  of  this  legation,  and  should  be  expelled 
from  it  by  me.  As  regards  the  questions  of  courtesy,  I  have  no  wish  to 
enter  upon  them  at  this  time.  If  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  you  allege, 
it  is  better  to  leave  aU  discussion  on  points  of  courtesy  until  more  quiet 
times,  when  on  review  of  what  is  past  it  will  doubtless  be  easy  to  explain, 
justify,  or  excuse  anything  that  may  have  appeared  hasty  or  inconsid- 
erate at  the  time.  I  therefore  come  to  the  more  serious  matter  of  your 
note. 

In  this  you  tell  me  that  from  my  house  correspondence  from  the  ene- 
my's generals  are  received  and  replied  to,  treating  of  the  details  of  a 
plot,  and  expressing  a  fear  that  the  same  conduct  is  still  continued. 
You  then  add  that  it  is  not  you  who  have  said  to  me  that  the  complot 
had  been  combined  to  break  out  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that  you  thank 
me  for  the  information.  Certainly  your  note  of  the  21st  gave  me  the 
first  information  that  I  had  that  anything  particular  was  to  be  attempted 
on  that  day.  From  that  note  I  make  the  foUowing  quotation :  "  Mientras 
pueda  dar  &  Y.  E.  la  debida  contestacion  vengo  h  prevenir  4  V.  E.  que 
por  la  combinacion  de  la  traicion  con  el  enemigo,  este  debia  ejectuar 
eiertos  movimientos  para  el  dia  24  del  corriente.''  This  is  all  the  infor- 
mation I  have  had  on  this  point,  and  in  my  reply  on  the  22d  I  say  that 
you  advise  me  that  the  treasonable  combination  with  the  enemy  was  to 
have  made  certain  movements  on  the  24th,  thus  giving  in  an  almost 
literal  translation  of  your  own  words  the  "  noticia''  for  which  you  thank 
me ;  certainly  it  appears  to  me  that  the  thanks  are  due  from  me  to  you, 
ratiier  than  from  you  to  me.  The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  the  matter 
was  contained  in  your  note  of  the  21st. 

Bespecting  the  question  whether  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  are  or 
are  not  rightfully  and  legally  members  of  this  legation,  I  waive  all  dis- 
coBsion  at  present;  I  have  assumed,  as  I  believe  correctly^  that  they 
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are ;  and  if  now  I  were  to  recede  from  that  position,  it  would  appear 
wc5ak,  and  would  be  a  confession  that  I  had  acted  illegally  in  sending 
them  away,  for  which  act  I  should  be  arraigned  and  censured  by  my 
government.  I  may  be  in  error  in  my  judgment,  but  holding  the  opin- 
ions that  1  do,  I  have  no  other  course  to  pursue  than  give  them  the  pro- 
tection of  my  legation  until  I  can  send  them  to  their  respective  countries 
to  be  tried.  If  the  government  of  Paraguay  should  feel  itself  justified 
in  taking  them  away  by  force,  all  nations  of  the  civilized  world  will  be 
called  ui)on  to  pronounce  upon  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  may  be  con- 
demned for  error  of  judgment,  but  I  shall  certainly  be  commended  for 
insisting  to  the  last  on  the  rights  of  legation. 

In  thus  insisting  on  the  rights  of  legation,  I  trust  you  will  believe 
that  it  is  from  no  desire  to  shield  criminals.  K  the  parties  to  whom  I 
have  given  shelter  and  hospitality  have,  in  the  mean  time,  been  ^gaged 
in  a  plot  or  conspiracy  against  this  government,  there  is  no  person  in 
the  country,  save  those  whose  lives  were  threatened — and,  for  anything  I 
know,  I  may  have  been  included  in  the  number — who  has  so  much  rea- 
son as  I  have  to  desire  that  justice  should  be  done,  or  the  criminals  pun- 
ished. And  it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  my  government  that  I  diouM 
give  all  aid  in  my  power,  that  I  can  legally  and  consistently  do,  to  aid 
in  the  discovery  of  the  criminals ;  and  if  you  have  any  questions  to  ask 
respecting  any  suspected  person,  and  I  can  give  you  any  information 
that  might  be  of  use  in  ascertaining  the  truth,  I  shall  be  most  happy  in 
a  friendly  and  unofficial  way  to  do  so. 

1  regret  to  observe  that  you  remark  your  official  declarations  have  less 
weight  with  me  than  the  statements  of  the  accused  parties.  I  do  not 
assume  the  character  of  a  judge;  I  only  say  that  being,  as  I  consider, 
members  of  my  legation,  they  are  not  liable  to'  be  tried  by  the  tribunals 
of  Paraguay. 

The  government,  however,  if  convinced  that  they  are  not  members  of 
this  legation,  may  pursue  them  as  criminals  and  fugitives,  and  the 
writers  on  international  law  have  prescribed  how  such  cliaracters  may 
be  lawfully  and  properly  taken  from  the  house  of  a  foreign  minister.  It 
will  not  be  for  me  to  complain  that  any  criminal  is  taken  by  force  firom 
my  legation;  but  the  responsibility  of  the  act  will  then  be  upon  the  gov- 
ernment  of  Paraguay,  and  not  on  the  minister  who  had  surrendered 
them,  believing  that  he  ought  not  to  do  so. 

To  the  specie  charge  made  against  Mr.  Bliss  I  will  not  allude,  lest 
again  you  should  thank  me  for  information  that  I  had  only  derived  from 
you.  I  can  only  say  in  regard  to  him,  that  if  the  charge  be  substan- 
tiated there  is  no  person  in  the  world  who  will  have  so  good  reason  as 
myself  to  demand  his  punishment.  And  I  have  full  confidence  that  my 
own  government  will  administer  firm  and  inflexible  justice.  Does  the 
government  of  Paraguay  doubtit  f 

To  the  remarks  of  your  honor  that  you  regretted  that  I  had  so  Uttle 
hope  of  being  longer  useful  by  remaining  in  the  country,  and  that  you 
thought  that  the  representative  of  a  friendly  nation  would  take  pleasure 
in  seeing  frustrated  a  great  conspiracy  formed  to  facilitate  the  triumph 
of  the  enemy,  1  would  reply  that  I  fully  agree  with  you.  As  I  said 
before,  I  have  more  reason  than  almost  any  other  person  to  desire  that 
the  whole  afi'air  should  be  thoroughly  investigated^  and  the  guilty  par- 
ties punished.  When  I  wrote  my  note  of  the  14th  instant  I  had  no  idea 
of  the  accusations  that  would  afterwards  be  brought  against  the  persons 
to  whom  I  had  given  shelter  and'  hospitality.  But  when  I  was  asked 
to  deliver  up  or  s^id  from  my  house  two  persons  whom  I  had  considesed 
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as  members  of  my  legation,  I  thought  that  if  the  government  insisted 
on  that,  and  my  legation  privileges  were  to  be  denied,  I  ought  not  longer 
to  remain  in  the  country'. 

There  are  other  points  in  your  note  to  whieh  I  may  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  allude,  but  as  they  do  not  affect  the  immediate  question  I 
will  not  now  discuss  them.  But,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  only  willing, 
but  anxious  to  lend  any  assistance  in  my  power  to  discover  the  truth  in 
regard  to  the  combination  of  which  ^^ou  have  made  mention.  I  there- 
fore will  here  add,  what  I  more  properly  might  have  said  in  my  note  of 
the  23d,  in  answer  to  yours,  asking  the  delivery  of  a  certain  package. 
As  to  the  package  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  as  I  never  saw  nor  heard 
of  it.  But  as  you  say  on  the  day  after  the  return  of  Seiior  Berges  from 
&m  Fernando  I  visited  him  at  his  quinta,  and  brought  away  such  paek- 
age,  wbich  on  my  return  at  nightfall  I  deposited  in  my  office,  I  will  add 
a  few  words  to  what  I  said  yesterday. 

As  I  said  in  my  note  of  the  23d,  I  did  not  see  Seiior  Berges  for  several 
days  after  his  return.  But  I  find  in  my  diary  the  following,  which  I 
literally  transcribe,  notwithstanding  my  bad  Spanish  in  which  I  keep 
my  joomsd,  for  the  sake  of  learning  the  language: 

A  la  tftide  foi  a  Tisitar  Berges  en  su  quinta.  Le  encontr^  niuy  enfermo  en  cania.  Df^s- 
pites  -paaS  hasta  la  casa  de  la  SeHora  presidenta  d  quien  encontr6  en  buena  salud  pero 
tmte ;  volvi  por  la  casa  de  Leite  adonde  encontr^  VasconceUos  enfermo  con  ckucliu.  £1 
maiidd  por  me  alg^onoe  bUletes  para  Leite.    Nada  de  nnevo  de  ab^o. 

TranMlatum, — ^That  evening  I  visited  Berges  at  his  country  seat.  I  found  him  sick  in 
bed-  Then  I  called  at  the  house  of  the  President's  lady,  who  was  well,  but  looked  sad. 
I  returned  by  way  of  Leite's,  where  I  met  VasconceUos,  suffering  froxa  influenza.  He 
aent  some  letters  to  Leite  by  me.    No  news  ^m  below. 

I  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pereira  to  pass  by  their  former 
residence  and  bring  them  certain  things  that  they  needed,  among  which 
was  some  money,  Paraguayan  currency.  To  oblige  them  I  took  with  me 
the  saddle-bags  [alforjas]  of  my  Mend  Traunefeld,  that  I  had  borrowed 
some  days  before.  On  returning  at  nightfall  I  put  the  saddle-bags  into 
my  office;  and  the  next  morning,  after  Senor  Pereira  had  counted  the 
money,  he  delivered  it  to  me  to  keep;  and  the  larger  part  of  it  is  now 
in  my  possession. 

You  will  admit  that  this  is  not  a  very  dignified  nor  elevated  matter  to 
put  into  a  diplomatic  correspondence,  nevertheless  I  give  all  the  particu- 
lars^  hoping  that  I  may  thus  be  useful  in  arriving  at  the  tnith,  and  that 
the  information  will  be  received  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  is  ofi*ei*ed. 

It  is  with  profound  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  differ  with 
the  government  of  Paraguay  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr. 
MaRtennan ;  but  if  any  man  has  reason  to  respect  firmness  it  is  his  excel- 
lency' Marshal  Lopez,  who,  after  having  maintained  a  struggle  almost 
anparalelled  in  history  for  national  independence,  and  having  endured 
years  of  toil  and  saerifice  to  defend  his  country  and  maintain  a  principle, 
cannot  but  regard  in  another  the  same  firmness,  and  the  same  adherence 
to  conviction  and  duty,  with  respect  and  approval. 

That  the  plot  of  which  you  speak  hafe  been  detected  and  frustrated,  I 
would  ask  you  to  convey  my  most  cordial  and  earnest  felicitations  to  his 
excellency  Marshal  Lopez.  I  well  remember  what  a  thrill  of  horror  ran 
through  the  civilized  world  when  the  great  and  good  Abraham  Lincoln 
fell  before  a  foul  assassin,  and  the  universal  execration  that  the  deed 
provoked.  That  any  person  should  be  found  in  Paraguay  engaged  in  a 
similar  plot  is  to  me  horrible  beyond  expression.  Will  you  also  felicitate 
Ills  excellency  the  President  for  the  returning  of  his  birthday,  and 
express  my  regret  that  I  was  unable  yesterday,  owing  to  the  pressing 
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duty  of  preparing  this  letter,  to  visit  his  excellency  the  vice-ptesideni 
at  Luque  and  formally  ofter  my  congratulations. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  highness  assorances  of  high 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  July  26,  I86d. 
Sra :  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  communication  from  Mr.  P.  G. 
Bliss,  which,  at  his  request,  I  forward  to  your  honor.  It  treats  of  a 
matter  that  occurred  before  my  return  to  Paraguay,  and  of  which  I  never 
heard  till  the  day  before  yesterday,  when  he  told  me  he  would  write  this 
statem^it.  Whether  it  will  be  of  any  use  to  the  government  I  am 
unable  to  say.  Hoping,  however,  that  it  may  be,  I  comply  ^ith  Mr. 
Bliss's  request,  and  forward  it  immediately. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHAKLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
Hon.  GuMESiNDO  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mrr Bliss  to  Mr,  Washburn. 

AsiTNCiON,  Jml^  24, 18G8. 

Sm :  When  I  have  learned  at  various  times  within  the  last  few  days  that  I  ▼« 
accuiied  of  a  grave  charge;  that  I  was  designated  as  a  member  of  a  combination  formed  if 
agreement  with  the  enemy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  this  republic,  and  aherwirdf 
guilty  of  high  treason.  I  have  expressed  the  most  nnqnalified  amazement  that  chaiwof 
such  a  nature  should  be  made  against  a  person  whose  whole  career  in  Paraguay  forms 
an  eloquent  contrast  to  such  imputations,  and  I  have  most  sincerely  and  unqualififdlj 
denied  that  there  exists  the  least  foundation  for  such  charges.  To-day,  however,  when 
I  have  seen  the  charges  made  in  a  more  specific  form,  statin|^  that  I  have  set  my  nain^ 
to  a  secret  compact  us  a  member  of  a  committee  having  for  its  object  the  assassmatioQ 
of  the  President  of  the  republic,  the  mode  of  stating  this  charge  has  been  for  me  a  ray 
of  light,  explaining  how  such  an  idea  could  have  arisen,  and  aSfording  me  the  eageiiy 
desired  opportunity  not  only  of  clearing  up  a  mystery,  but  also  of  completely  exculpa- 
ting myself  by  making  known  an  antecedent  of  my  career  which  places  in  evidence  tlie 
strength  and  sincerity  of  my  attachment  to  the  glorious  canse  of  the  lil>ertiee  ef  the 
Spanish  American  republics,  menaced  by  Brazil,  and  so  heroicaUy  defended  by  tiie 
republic  of  Paraguay,  under  the  guidance  of  the  first  warrior  of  South  America. 

1  have  belonged  to  a  smaU  circle  composed  of  five  individuals,  who,  nearly  two  yew 
ago,  proposed  to  form  themselves  into  a  committee,  or  rather  into  an  intimate  soei^,  not 
with  the  object  of  overthrowing  the  government  of  the  republic,  but  for  the  precisely  oppo- 
site purpose — that  is,  toco-operate  with  the  noble  efforts  of  the  government  in  itsgrw 
crusade  against  the  slaveholding  empire,  and  against  the  success  of  its  enormous  amU- 
tion.  It  was  an  association  of  live  frienas,  enthusiastic  for  the  great  cause  of  the  Aine*" 
ican .republics  against  Brazilian  aggression,  whose  first  proposition  was  mutnally  to 
swear  an  eternal  hatred  against  the  common  enemy  of  all  republics,  and  whose  only 
object  was  to  seek  the  most  efficacious  means  of  putting  into  action  our  combined  takoti 
for  that  purpose.  Unforeseen  circumstances  prevented  that  project  from  being  carriwl 
out,  and  it  was  abandoned  directlv  after  being  conceived.  But  such  as  it  was,  it  wa« 
the  only  association  of  any  kind  whatever  to  which  I  have  belonged  in  ihe  republic  of 
Paraguay,  and  has  undoubtedly  been  the  occasion  that  erroneous  information  or  OTWpi- 
cions  of  persons  foreign  to  it  have  misrepresented  it  to  such  a  degree  that  whit  ww 
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Imt  the  effect  of  indiscreet  zeal  has  appeared  under  colors  as  opposite  to  the  truth  as 
heaven  to  hell. 

To  explain  this  circumstance,  in  what  relates  to  myself,  requires  that  1  begin  from 
some  time  previous,  and  beg  your  attention  to  the  following  statement : 

Yon  excellency  knows  that,  during  the  year  1864, 1  edited  in  Buenos  Ayres  an  English 
monthly  review  caUed  the  "River  Plate  Magazine,"  principallv  devoted  to  historical 
investigations.  In  the  articles  of  current  politics  I  made  myself  a  subject  of  remark, 
as  the  onhf  writer  in  Buenos  Ayres  who  uniformly  sustained  the  legal  government  of 
Montevideo  against  Brazilian  aggression.  I  wrote  several  biographical  articles  upon 
the  chieftains  of  the  Spanish  American  war  of  independence,  such  as  Bolivar  and  San 
Martin.  In  preparing  them,  I  learned  that  a  secret  patriotic  association  called  the 
^Society  of  Lautaro  ''^had  played  an  important  part  in  that  movement,  having  extended 
itself  to  all  the  new  republics.  I  obtained  information  concerning  this  socie^  from  the 
mouths  of  General  Tomas  Guido  and  General  Anbonio  Diaz,  as  well  as  others,  who  had 
1>elonged  to  it,  and  at  last  I  had  what  I  considered  to  be  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
its  regalations,  and  frt>m  the  autograph  manuscript  of  a  deceased  general,  in  No.  12  of  the 
manzine,  I  published  a  part  of  it,  accompanied  oy  a  historical  sketch  in  reference  to  it. 
When,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1865, 1  came  to  Paraguay,  impelled  by.  a  desire  of 
becoming  better  acquainted  with  a  country,  in  which  I  took  so  much  interest,  especially 
at  so  interesting  a  moment,  I  casually  brought  with  me  this  manuscript,  which  after- 
wards played  a  part  in  the  subject  of  which  I  now  treat. 

I  omit  entering  upon  proofs  of  the  cordial  support  which  I  have  uniformly  given  to 
the  Paraguayan  cause,  and  of  the  constant  efforts  I  have  made  to  keep  up  the  public 
spirit  of  natives  and  foreigners  in  this  struggle.  The  facts  are  too  notorious  to  require 
such  proof.  I  will,  however,  say  that  one  of  the  first  ideas  which  engaged  my  atten- 
tion nas  that  of  working  upon  the  sentiment  of  the  Pacific  republics  m  favor  of  the 
cause  of  the  balance  ^ power  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  as  represented  by  Paraguay ;  and  as 
early  as  April,  1865, 1  made  suggestions  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  with  a  tend- 
ency to  be  employed  myself  lor  that  purpose.  In  August  and  September,  1866,  after 
the  great  Paraguayan  victories  over  the  enemy,  and  the  revelation  of  the  iniquitous 
designs  of  the  enemv  by  the  publication  of  the  "  secret  treaty,"  and  particularly  after 
learning  the  state  of  opinion  in  the  Pacific  republics,  as  manifested  by  the  celebrated 
protest  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  my  interest  in  the  same  project  was  quickened.  It 
was  at  that  time  that  I  made  a  formal  proposition  to  be  empl(»yed  in  an  agency  in  the 
service  of  the  government,  proceeding  to  Bolivia,  and  thence  to  Europe.  The  22d  of 
September,  (date  of  the  battle  of  Cumpavti,)  the  Bolivians,  Drs.  Roca  and  Pefia,  arrived 
here,  and  I  soon  became  intimate  with  them,  consulting  them  respecting  my  ideas,  and 
indoistrinating  them  into  principles  and  antecedents  of  the  present  crusade  against 
Brazil.  I  presented  them  to  several  members  of  the  government,  and  to  my  friend,  Dr. 
Carreras,  who  participated  in  many  of  my  ideas.  As  the  result,  Dr.  Roca  commenced  that 
series  of  patriotic  manifestations  by  which  his  name  has  become  so  prominent  in  the 
rdpablic.  Those  were  days  of  patriotic  effervescence  over  the  whole  republic,  and;  in 
ptftionlar,  they  were  for  me  davs  of  congratulation,  since  the  government  had  honored 
me  by  ordering  my  drama  of  tne  "  Triple  Alliance  "  to  be  magnificently  represented  at 
the  festivals  ot  the  approaching  anniversary  of  the  second  presidency.  Moved  by  a 
desire  to  repay  so  mucn  honor,  out  undoubtedly  badly  advised  as  to  the  opportuneness 
of  such  a  step,  I  took  an  active  part  in  promoting  a  combination  among  a  few  friends, 
in  order  to  guide  our  common  efforts  in  favor  of  the  national  and  American  cause.  It 
was  agrc^ed  to  form  a  small  circle  of  five  individuals,  who  were  to  organize  for  that 
object,  under  the  name  of  "  Hesperian  Society,"  and  the  manuscript  to  which  I  have 
alluded  was  consulted  as  being  likely  to  afford  some  useful  ideas  in  the  preparation  of 
the  regulations.  After  one  or  two  previous  consultations,  the  only  meeting  at  all  formal 
took  place  in  my  room,  in  Calla  Pasode  la  Patria,  No.  8.  Those  present  were  Drs.  Roca, 
Pena,  and  Carreras,  the  Oriental  citizen  Don  Antonio  Tom<S,  and  myself.  The  occasion 
was  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  October,  1866,  anniversary  of  the  first  armed  agi^ession 
of  Brazil  in  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  also  a  native  festival  of  Paraguay,  which  had 
been  celebrated  that  day  by  the  departure  of  the  committee  which  went  to  carry  the 
national  album  to  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez. 

A  formula  was  agreed  upon,  expressing  that  the  object  of  the  society  was  to  promote, 
by  all  means  within  our  power  and  by  common  accord,  a  sort  of  South  American  crusade 
against  Brazil,  against  its  ambitious  designs  and  its  slaveholding  propaganda,  con- 
tracting a  mutualcompromise  of  eternal  hYitred  towards  the  empire,  which  we  regard 
a^  the  common  enemy  of  all  republics.  This  formula,  drawn  up  in  several  copies,  (upon 
blue  letter-paper,)  was  to  have  been  signed  by  all,  each  one  preserving:  a  copy,  but  the 
^ning  was  never  effected,  and  two  or  three  of  the  copies  remained  in  my  possession. 
The  preparation  of  the  regulations  was  left  for  a  future  occasion,  which  never  arrived ; 
and  it  was  then  proposed  to  send 'memoirs,  prepared  by  two  of  the  indi\iduals,  to  his 
excellency  Marshal  Lopez,  proposing  the  sending  of  a  commission  to  the  Pacific  repub- 
lics, where  they  (in  case  of  the  mission  falling  to  the  lot  of  one  or  more  of  us)  were  to 
initiate  other  associations  for  the  same  object  among  influential  men  hostile  to  Brazil. 
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Tbei^  memoriala,  writteu  by  Dro.  Carreraa  and  Roca,  were  sent  to  tbeir  desdnatioD. 
A  letter  was  also  approved  of,  written  by  Dr.  Roca  to  President  Mal^rejo,  of  Bolivia^ 
exliorting  him  to  become  a  champion  of  the  American  canse  against  Brazil,  and  prom- 
ising, in  that  ca«e,  to  lay  aside  the  political  enmity  which  he  had  against  him. 

I  will  add  that  we  did  not  propose  to  establish  such  an  association  formally,  without 
previously  soliciting  the  approbation  and  support  of  members  of  the  national  govern- 
ment. All  that  was  done  was  merely  provisional,  and  finding  inconveniences  in  it« 
realization,  no  second  meeting  was  held,  nor  was  even  the  record  of  the  first  signed 
— that  is,  each  one  continuing  to  act  individually  in  favor  of  the  conmion  oligect,  la 
December  occurred  some  difierences  of  oiiinion  between  the  persons  who  had  formed 
part  of  the  projected  circle,  concerning  tne  convenience  of  a  certain  manifestation  on 
the  i)art  of  the  foreign  residents  towards  Marshal  Lopez,  and  there  was  even  a  ntptatv 
of  social  relations  between  some  of  us,  which,  in  part,  subsists  till  the  present  time. 

Such  is  the  simple  statement  of  a  fact  which,  I  doubt  not,  has,  aft^r  so  long  a  time, 
originated  a  suspicion  that  it  was  of  an  entirely  different  character.  The  troth  of  my 
statement  can  be  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  other  persons  mentioned,  the  only 
ones  who,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  had  any  knowledge  of  it.  Such  was  the  only  cwi- 
binntion  to  which  I  have  belonged,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  and  I  am  absolutely  igno- 
rant of  any  combination  whatever  for  a  contrary  purpose,  or  for  a  repugnant  and 
atrocious  object,  as  well  as  of  who  may  be  its  authors.  I  have  never  been  sounded  by 
any  person  for  such  a  purpose,  since  my  patriotic  principles  are  very  notorious  in  this 
republic,  and  who  would  nave  dared  to  make  me  tlie  depositary  of  so  horrid  a  secret  f 
If  such  a  circumstance  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  one  of  us,  I  have  the  pn>- 
foundest  conviction  that  he  would  have  hastened  to  denounce  its  criminal  authors  to 
tlie  just  vengeance  of  a  country  wounded  in  its  most  sensible  fiber,  and,  for  my  part,  I 
am  most  anxious  that  all  the  infernal  plot  which  is  said  to  have  been  lately  pnad 
mav  be  disciovered. 

leaving  had  the  misfortune  to  attract  the  hatred  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  foreign 
population  by  the  conduct  which,  along  with  Doctor  Roca,  I  observed  in  December, 
1866,  receiving  for  it  the  explicit  approbation  of  the  official  newspaper,  it  would  be 
very  singular  that  I  should  afterwards  enter,  with  my  personal  enemies,  into  an 
intrigue  to  undo  all  the  titles  which  I  had  so  carefully  endeavored  to  obtain,  to  the 
confidence  of  the  government  of  which  I  have  always  been  an  ardent  partisan. 

I  forgot  to  say  in  its  proper  place  that,  after  having  abandoned  the  ide^i  of  the  society 
above  mentioned,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  employing  the  infonnatiou  contained  in  my 
manuscript  of  the  *'  Society  of  Laut^ro  "  aa  an  element  for  the  preparation  of  an  entire 
act  of  a  second  drama,  wliich  I  presented  to  the  government,  and  which  has  not  bee^i 
published.  Would  not  such  conduct  have  been  the  maddest  caprice  on  the  part  of  i 
yierson  who  had  an  understanding  with  the  enemy  f 

Not  doubting  that  the  preceding  facts  may  be  a  ray  of  light  for  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  in  its  investigations  to  clear  up  the  present  grave  accusations,  and 
t4».distingui8h  the  innocent  from  the  ^fuUty,  in  an  aft'air  in  which,  by  means  of  ineor- 
TiHit  information,  two  series  of  facts  ot  a  totally  oi)po8ite  nature,  as  well  in  object  as  in 
date  and  in  authors,  have  evidently  been  confounded.  I  beg  your  excellency  will  com- 
municate this  rapid  statement  of  facts  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  repabUc,  and 
assure  that  government  that  I  am  most  anxious  to  give  it  all  the  assistance  in  mv 
power  to  clear  up  the  truth  in  what  relates  to  myself  and  to  the  other  persons  wbwe 
imprudent  but  patriotic  reunion  has  drawn  upon  us  such  unfounded  suspicions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  Minister,  your  attentive  and  humble  servant, 

PORTER  CORNELIUS  BLISS. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Uniied  States  Minister  Hmdent  in  Paraguay. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr.  Wnshlnim. 
[Translation.] 

Ministry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Luque,  July  31, 1868. 
1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  23d  instant,  in  reply 
to  that  which  I  addressed  you,  bearing  tl\e  same  date,  requesting^  the 
delivery  of  a  sealed  package  of  communications,  which  was  delivered  to 
you  by  the  ex-Minister  Berges.  You  state  that  neither  in  the  two  visito 
which  you  made  to  Berges,  nor  upon  any  other  occastou,  did  he  ever 
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gire  you  any  package  or  communication  of  any  kind,  and  that  therefore 
I  most  be  very  ill-informed  in  that  respect,  since  you  have  never 
received  anything  of  that  class,  nor  have  you  received  from  him  any 
communication,  either  verbal  or  by  letter,  since  his  return  from  San 
Fernando.  I  have  also  received  two  other  later  notes,  of  the  25th  and 
26th  instant,  the  first  being  in  reply  to  my  other  note  of  the  23d,  cou- 
ceming  the  question  which  relates  to  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  George 
F.  Ma^erman,  whom  you  consider  as  members  of  your  legation,  setting 
t  forth  that,  as  to  the  question  whether  they  are  or  are  not  justly  and 
legally  such,  you  waive  the  point,  but  that  as  you  consider  them  as 
members  of  your  legation,  they  are  not  subject  to  be  judged  by  the  tri- 
bonals  of  Paraguay  ;  that  if  the  government  is  nevertheless  convinced 
that  they  are  not  members  of  the  legation,  it  may  prosecute  them  as 
criminals  and  fugitives,  and  that- the  writers  upon  international  la\^ 
have  fully  prescribed  how  such  individuals  may  properly  and  legally  be 
taken  from  the  house  of  a  foreign  minister,  but  that  the  responsibility 
in  this  case  will  be  upon  the  government  of  Paraguay,  and  not  upon 
you.  At  the  same  time  you  make  a  fuller  statement  respecting  the  pack- 
age of  papers  asked  for  in  my  note  of  the  23d,  giving  an  extract  from  an 
eutry  in  your  diary.  The  last  note  of  your  excellency  is  accompanied  by 
a  communication  from  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  who,  you  say,  requested 
it  to  be  forwarded;  the  said  communication  containing  some  revelations 
which  suppose  the  existence,  at  a  former  time,  of  a  secret  committee 
c<HDposed  of  himself  and  other  foreigners,  the  form  and  text  of  this  com- 
munication appearing  to  be  intended  as  a  justification  of  his  pretended 
innocence. 

1  shall  reply  to  these  notes  together,  as  being  coherent  parts  of  the 
principal  subject. 

Although  there  are  some  points  in  these  notes  which  I  have  read  not 
without  surprise,  and  which  deserve  to  be  immediately  replied  to,  yet, 
not  to  lose  precious  time,  I  leave  them  aside  to  treat  of  the  principal 
topics. 

I  would  also  have  entered  into  farther  considerations  concerning  the 
question  of  Bliss  and  Masterman,  but  as  you  decline  all  discussion  as 
to  whether  they  are  or  are  not  justly  and  legally  considered  by  you  as 
members  of  your  legation,  I  also  ought,  after  what  I  have  already  said 
upon  the  subject,  to  abridge  my  reply.  Kevertheless,  I  w  ill  observe 
that  this  act  of  your  excellency  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  benevolent 
manifestations  which  you  have  made  in  favor  of  justice,  since  it  being 
in  your  hands,  and  a  matter  of  the  strictest  duty  to  send  away  those 
individuals  who  ought  to  appear  before  the  proper  tribunal,  you  pre- 
ferred to  shield  them  with  the  title  of  members  of  your  legation,  without 
having  proved,  or  being  able  to  prove,  that  quality  which  has  been  offi- 
cially disclaimed  by  my  government. 

You  do  not  choose  to  give  all  the  assistance  which  you  might  legally 
afford  towards  the  investigation  of  the  grave  crime  of  high  treason;  and 
theflEust  of  acceding  in  respect  to  some,  and  refusing  in  respect  to  others, 
to  accede  to  the  request  to  dismiss  from  your  hotel  the  criminal  reftigees, 
as  in  the  case  of  Bliss  and  Masterman,  to  which  you  interpose  difficul- 
ties, although  you  have  superabundant  means  to  give  them  a  decided 
protection,  which  circumstance  assumes  a  more  pronounced  character, 
by  referring  to  the  fact  in  your  note  of  the  20th  instant,  respexjting  your 
servant,  you  have  stated  your  intention  to  dismiss  him  instantly  from 
your  hotel  in  case  of  being  informed  that  he  has  not  complied  with  your 
orders  not  to  bring  or  carry  any  note,  message,  or  communication  of  any 
kind,  or  from  any  person  beside  yourself  and  Madame  Washburn.    And 
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the  fact  is  so  mnch  the  more  characteristic,  since  yon,  in  the  exerdse  of 
your  discretionary  powers,  might  give  up  to  the  justice  of  the  country 
your  servants  accused  of  crimes,  and  might  renounce  all  privileges  (rf 
that  nature,  respecting  persons  of  your  suite,  with  the  exception  of  those 
who  have  been  appointed  by  your  government  as  secretaries  of  l^a- 
tion,  &c. 

The  more  I  have  sought  in  your  notes  for  a  plausible  motive  for  your 
firm  determination  of  not  granting  my  request  concerning  those  cnoii- 
nals,  the  more  I  have  found  that  your  refdsal  is  based  only  upon  these 
points :  1.  That  you  think  to  have  correctly  denominated  them  as  justly 
and  legally  members  of  the  legation.  2.  That  if  you  were  now  to  recede 
from  that  position,  it  would  appear  weak,  and  would  be  a  confession  of 
having  acted  illegally  in  dismissing  them,  for  which  reason  you  wooW 
be  accused  and  censured  by  your  government. 

I  ought  to  express  to  your  excellency  that  I  have  in  this  respect  a 
different  opinion,  based  upon  reason  and  justice.  Is  it  not  evident  tbat 
this  government  has  not  recognized  your  proteges  as  members  of  the 
American  legation,  and  that  this  fact  is  proved  by  offtcial  documents! 
Or  how  many  times  must  the  government  make  known  to  you  its  resola- 
tion  !  But  even  if  you  believed  in  a  tacit  recognition  after  your  last  at- 
tempt,  was  not  the  official  declaration  sufficient,  which  was  made  toyo« 
later,  that  this  ministry  has  never  recognized  nor  recognizes  th«n  as 
membei*s  of  your  legation,  to  modify  your  opinion  and  resi)ect  the  justice 
of  my  petition  ! 

There  is  not,  then,  the  exactness  which  you  mvoke  in  your  behalf 
that  they  are  legally  members  of  your  legation ;  and  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  understand  how,  by  receding  fipom  that  position  on  fliestrength 
of  a  maturer  reflection,  you  will  appear  weak,  or  how  it  would  be  a  con- 
fession of  having  acted  illegally  in  dismissing  them,  since  the  misaon 
of  a  public  minister  is  based  upon  political  morality,  and  the  exercise 
of  his  functions  requires  a  respect  for  law,  reason,  and  justice,  prefer- 
ring the  general  interests  of  nations  to  private  interests;  and  it  is  start- 
ing from  this  principle  that  I  am  far  from  believing  that  you  would  be 
accused,  or  even  censured,  by  your  government,  whose  enlightenment, 
love  for  justice,  and  resi>ect  for  international  law  are  beyond  all  question; 
and  my  government  takes  pleasure  in  recognizing  this  fact. 

You  will  allow  me  to  make  the  following  quotation  from  Vattel,  who, 
speaking  of  a  foreign  minister,  says : 

He  ought  not  to  avail  himself  of  his  independence  to  oppose  the  laws  and  imfr"» 
hut  rather  ought  to  conform  to  them  so  far  as  they  concern  liim,  although  the  mi^ 
trate  has  no  i>ower  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  He  is  particularly  bound  to  observe  religi- 
ously the  universal  rules  of  justice. 

But  what  most  particularly  draws  attention  is  that  the  persons  shel- 
tered in  your  legation  proved  to  be  really  the  principal  members  of  the 
plot,  and  that  there  still  remain  in  it  two  individuals  who  are  as  crimi- 
nal, as  appears  from  documents  of  the  case,  as  the  other  refugees  when 
you,  at  my  request,  dismissed  from  your  house,  and  who  have  already 
appeared  before  the  competent  tribunal. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  individuals  still  remain  in  your  howe, 
protected  by  the  American  flag,  since  you  cannot  but  admit  upon  yoor 
own  conviction,  that  far  from  being  members  of  your  legation,  they 
are  improperly  housed  in  it,  and  as  you  know  and  have  declared  thai 
your  hotel  ought  not  to  serve  as  an  asylum  to  criminals,  I  again  demand 
of  you  the  fulfillment  of  this  duty,  urgently  required  by  justice  and  law. 

When  you  say  in  your  note  that  the  government  can  do  what  it  choo8« 
in  the  matter,  upon  its  own  responsibility!  I  ought  to  obser^^e  that  yoa 
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may  tranqnilize  yoarself  concerning  this  point,  and  at  the  same  time 
manifest  that — 

Tbe  qnestion  of  the  right  of  asylnm  is  already  resolved  by  public  law  and  modem 
practice.  If  the  inviolability  of  the  foreign  public  miniBter  extends  to  his  residence, 
hifl  hotel  can  no  longer,  as  formerly ^  serve  as  an  asylum  for  individuals,  guilty  of  crimes, 
to  evade  the  competent  jurisdiction.  It  is  now  admitted  that  when  a  criminal  has 
taken  refnge  in  the  hotel  of  an  embassador,  the  state  may,  in  case  of  his  extradition 
being  refn^,  order  him  to  be  taken  out  by  force. — Modern  European  Law  of  Nations, 

According  to  this  principle  of  international  law,  your  insistance  in 
yoor  refusal  is  destitute  of  all  foundation,  and  can  only  give  rise  to  the 
formation  of  other  judgments. 

The  pretext  is  specious  upon  which  you  base  your  reftisal.  How  could 
the  recognition  of  Bliss,  in  the  character  desired,  be  hoped  for,  simply 
on  account  of  having  oeen  presented  for  the  second  time  along  with 
Manlove,  in  the  list  of  your  suite,  having  been  already  reftised  by  this 
ministry  upon  your  first  request !  Besides,  it  is  evident  that  you  have 
recognized  this,  when,  in  your  note  of  the  4th  of  April  last,  with  which 
you  send  the  list  referred  to,  bearing  date  of  February  24,  containing 
the  names  of  the  p^*sons  of  your  legation,  you  make  this  statement : 

I  have  duly  advised  aU  the  persons  who  have  not  been  accepted  and  recognized  as 
attached  to  this  legation,  and  consequently  with  a  right  to  aU  its  privileges  and  immu- 
nities, that  if  they  go  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  legation  it  wiU  be  at  their  own  risk 
and  peril,  and  if  in  doing  so  they  should  be  arrested  by  the  police,  I  shall  not  have  to 
interfere  in  their  favor. 

This  sentence  sufficiently  demonstrates  that  you  have  recognized  that 
Bliss  and  Manlove  have  not  been  accepted  as  attached  to  your  legation, 

I  ought  to  mention  here  the  form  in  which  you  communicated  to  this 
ministry  the  said  list  of  the  persons  of  your  legation,  in  which  yott 
inserted,  for  the  first  time,  the  name  of  George  F,  Masterman,  and  for 
the  second  time,  those  of  Bliss  and  Manlove.  It  came  along  with  your 
note,  already  referred  to,  of  the  4th  of  April,  a^  a  sort  of  satisfaction 
to  mine  of  March  31,  saying  that  you  had  written  a  similar  note  on  the 
24th  of  February,  which  you  had  endeavored  to  send  to  the  ex-minister 
Berges. 

By  what  has  been  set  forth,  it  will  be  seen  that  you  did  not,  on  the 
4th  of  April  last,  consider  as  members  of  your  legation  Bliss  and  Man- 
love, nor  Masterman ;  not  only  because  you  did  not  send  your  note  of 
February  24.  but,  above  all,  because  they  had  not  been  recognized  in 
the  proposed  quality,  to  augment  the  number  of  persons  belonging  to 
your  legation.  Besides,  when  Manlove,  who  was  in  tbe  same  case  with 
Bliss,  was  arrested  by  tne  police,  you  did  not  consider  him  as  a  member 
of  your  legation,  be<^use  you  recognized  the  non-existence  of  any  right 
to  invoke,  which  fact  comes  in  to  corroborate,  in  the  strongest  manner, 
the  reasoning  and  the  right  which  I  have  alleged  in  my  request  resi>ect- 
ing  these  individuals,  whom  you  now  pretend  to  include  legally  among 
the  persons  of  your  legation. 

As  to  the  other  statement  of  your  excellency,  that  Bliss  has  gone  into 
the  streets  without  being  molested  by  the  police,  you  ought  to  persuade 
yourself  that  he  was  confounded  by  the  policemen  with  those  who  are 
rwUly  members  of  the  legation ;  but  this  error  of  fact  cannot  confer  any 
right  in  the  sense  of  the  pretense  and  argument  of  your  excellency  upon 
the  matter. 

With  these  explanations  of  my  previous  observations,  the  question  is 
entirely  cleared  up,  and  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  thinking  that 
you  wfil  immediately  proceed  to  expel  these  two  criminals,  who  have 
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abused,  to  an  extreme  degree,  the  conifldence  of  your  excellency  and  tiie 
hospitality  which  has  been  generously  given  them  in  my  country. 

You  have  made  several  quotations  from  Vattel  upon  this  matter,  and 
must  know  that  this  celebrated  author  says  in  his  work : 

The  embassador's  house  ought  to  be  exempted  from  aU  insult^  and  under  the  special 
protection  of  the  law  of  nations;  to  insult  it  is  to  become  culpable  to  the  state  and  to 
all  nations. 

But  the  immunity  and  exemption  of  the  house  has  only  been  established  in  favor  of 
the  minister  and  his  servants,  as  is  eWdently  seen  by  the  very  reasons  upon  which  it  is 
fbunded.  Could  the  minister  avail  himself  of  them  to  convert  his  house  into  an  asyiom 
whither  fhe  enemies  of  the  prince  and  of  the  state  might  shelter  themselves,  asweQsB 
malefactors  of  all  classes,  and  thus  evade  the  penalties  which  they  have  medtedf 
Such  conduct  would  be  contrary  to  all  the  duties  of  the  embassador,  to  the  spirit  which 
ought  to  animate  him,  and  to  the  legitimate  motive  which  caused  him  to  be  admitted. 
No  one  wiU  dare  to  deny  it ;  but  we  will  go  further,  and  establish  as  a  positive  fact^hat 
the  sovereign  is  not  bound  to  suffer  an  abuse  so  pernicious  to  his  state  and  sopejadidal 
to  society  j  ♦  ♦  •  and  in  the  case  of  a  criminal,  whose  detention  or  punishment  is 
very  important  to  the  state,  the  consideration  of  a  privilege,  which  was  never  conceded 
for  the  purpose  of  being  converted  into  the  prejudice  and  ruin  of  states,  cannot  detain 
the  action  of  the  prince. 

Bello  says,  in  his  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Nations : 

The  minister,  moreover,  ought  not  to  abuse  this  immunity  by  giving  asylnm  to  the 
enemies  of  the  government,  or  to  malefactors.  If  he  should  do  so,  the  sovereign  of  the 
country  would  have  a  right  to  examine  how  far  he  ought  to  respect  the  asylum,  and^  is 
matters  concerning  crimes  of  state,  could  give  orders  ror  the  minister's  house  to  he  sm^ 
rounded  by  guards,  to  insist  upon  the  delivery  of  the  criminal,  and  even  could  take  him 
out  by  force. 

I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  you  with  citations  of  this  kind;  but,  mthe 
interest  of  supporting  the  reason  of  my  demands,  I  have  had  to  recur  to 
them,  being  very  much  surprised  that  hitherto  my  just  and  necessaiy 
requests  for  the  expulsion  of  these  two  great  criminals  from  your  leg* 
tion  have  not  been  complied  with,  as  wdl  as  concerning  the  delivery  of 
the  package  of  communications  which  you  took  charge  of;  but  I  cherish 
the  hope  that  you  wyi  not  choose  to  make  any  fiuther  delay,  which 
could  but  be  a  grievance  to  my  government,  since  you  understand  the 
serious  nature  of  the  case,  and  know  so  well  the  ulterior  results  which 
such  a  resolution  may  bring  about  in  this  question,  by  sheltering  crimi- 
nals, who,  as  I  have  officially  informed  you,  are  accused,  with  full  proofs, 
of  being  important  members  of  the  combination  of  high  treason;  there 
being,  besides,  the  precedent  of  the  conduct  properly  observed  by  you 
respecting  other  criminals,  giving  credit  to  my  official  statement,  aad 
forming  a  favorable  judgment  respecting  the  national  courts  of  justke. 

As  you  say  in  your  note  of  the  25th  instant :  "  But  if  any  man  has 
reason  to  respect  firmness  and  strict  adhesion  to  duty,  it  is  his  excel- 
lency Marshsd  Lopez.  After  having  maintained  a  "Struggle  for  national 
independence  almost  unparalleled  in  history,  and  having  supiwrted 
years  of  labors,  perils,  and  sacrifices  for  the  defense  of  his  country  aud 
the  maintenance  of  a  principle,  he  cannot  but  regard  with  respect  and 
approbation  in  another  the  same  firmness  and  the  same  adhesion  to 
conviction  and  duty.^  I  ought  to  express  to  you  my  thanks,  and  mani- 
fest at  the  same  time  that  you  may  rest  secure  that  his  excellency  tte 
marshal  President,  firm  and  persistent  with  the  principles  of  sound 
policy,  and  of  his  noble  sentiments,  will  never  fail  to  appreciate  good 
actions,  and  attribute  due-  consideration  and  respect  to  really  meritori- 
ous acts,  which  involve  a  respect  for  justice  and  law,  as  he  has  new 
approvea  of  actions  or  proceedings  which  depart  from  such  holy  prin- 
ciples. 

1  also  thank  you  for  your  expression  of  sympathy  and  compliment 
towards  his  excellency  the  marshal.Presideut  of  the  republic,  and  it  will 
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be  my  duty  to  transmit  to  his  excellency,  as  you  desire,  your  cordial 
congratulation  for  the  discovery  and  frustration  of  the  plot,  as  well  as 
your  congratnlation  upon  his  birthday. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  consign  in  this  place  the  notable  circumstance  to 
be  observed  in  the  fact  that  you,  in  your  note  of  the  25th,  which  1  had 
not  received  when  I  made  my  trip  to  the  capital,  oflfered  to  aid  in  the 
discovery  of  the  criminals,  and  that  if  I  had  any  queries  to  make  con- 
cerning any  suspected  person^  or  if  you  could  give  any  information  of 
consequence  for  the  confirmation  of  the  truth,  you  would  be  most  happy 
to  do  »o,  in  a  friendly  and  confidential  manner.  You  had  thus  written 
precisely  at  the  time  when  I  had  resolved  upon  an  entirely  friendly  step 
in  the  interest  of  putting  upon  a  better  footing  your  relations  with  this 
ministry,  in  virtue  of  our  official  notes  exchanged ;  but^  unfortunately, 
neither  your  spontaneous  offers,  nor  the  official  step  which  I  took,  have 
produced  the  resnlts  which  I  had  hoped  for. 

Being  obliged  to  take  especial  measures  in  consequence  of  your  con- 
duct, so  little  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  universal  practice  and 
mutual  convenience  in  official  intercourse,  I  made  you  a  visit  at  your 
house  oh  the  25th,  in  the  afternoon,  which  if  in  fact^  and  I  regret  to  say 
80,  it  was  entirely  without  result,  at  the  least  it  will  imply  always  a  posi- 
tive testimony  of  distinguished  consideration  towards  your  excellency ; 
H^  government  exhausting  in  this  maimer  all  the  means  counselled  by 
friendship,  consideration,  and  respect  for  the  friendly  nation  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  its  government. 

You  will  remember  that  I  then  said  that  I  had  left  my  post  to  come 
and  visit  you,  and  inform  you  in  a  friendly  maimer  that  I  considered  the 
ground  you  had  taken  in  your  official  correspondence  as  very  serious, 
and  that  I  desired  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to  say  in  it  things  which 
1  wisl^ed  to  avoid  for  your  own  honor,  Mr.  Minister^  and  that  I  should 
be  obliged  to  do  so  to  prove  officially  the  reasons  which  the  government 
has  for  being  exigent  with  you  in  the  pending  questions. 

I  also  said  that  I  knew  that  you  had  received  from  Berges  papers  with 
certain  precautions  and  declarations,  and  labelled  them  with  your  own 
hand,  and  that  I  attributed  only  to  forgetftilness  what  you  said  in  your 
note  concerning  this  matter,  adding  that  I  should  infinitely  regret  to  be 
obliged  to  make  use  of  the  aeclarations  of  the  criminals  in  official  notes, 
since  that  would  carry  this  ministry  upon  a  ground  which  it  has  not 
wislied  to  enter  upon  with  you,  Mr.  Minister. 

You  said  in  reply  that  in  your  note  of  the  same  day  you  had  stated  all 
you  had  to  say  upon  the  matter,  and  on  your  inquiring  if  I  had  ^ceived 
it,  I  replied  that  it  had  not  yet  reached  me.  You  then  repelled,  saying 
diiat  the  truth  was  that  you  had  not  received  any  paper  from  Berges ; 
that  what  had  happened  was,  that  upon  that  same  occasion,  the  22d  of 
June,  you  had  gone  from  Berges's  house  to  that  of  Doiia  Juana  P.  C.  de 
Lopez,  and  from  them  to  that  of  Vasconcellos,  who  sent  some  saddle-bags, 
some  paper  money  to  Leite  Pereira,  and  some  other  things  for  his  lady, 
who,  at  that  time,  were  refugees  in  your  legation.  You  brought  me,  of 
your  own  accord,  your  diary,  for  me  to  read  the  entry  containing  this 
statement,  and  also  brought  the  saddle-bags  referred  to,  stating  that  you 
had  brought  them  in  person,  and  had  them  in  your  office,  but  tbat  you 
had  received  absolutely  notning  from  Berges ;  that  he  had  never  been 
at  all  confidential  with  you,  but.  on  the  contrary,  preserved  towards  you 
a  constant  reserve;  that  you  nad  stated  the  same  thing  once  to  his 
excellency  the  marshal  President  in  Paso  Puc6 ;  that  for  the  same  reason 
you  wondered  that  you  should  be  thought  upon  confidential  terms  with 
him;  that  some  time  later  you  made  him  another  visit  with  Madame 
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Woshbarn,  batlbhat  she  remained  iu  the  parlor,  and  yon  alone  went  in 
where  Berges  was  in  bed ;  that  on  the  two  occasions  that  yon  visited 
him,  it  was  for  a  very  short  space  of  time,  and  that  yonr  conversation 
was  only  what  you  had  already  mentioned  in  your  official  note;  that 
nothing  further  occurred,  nor  had  you  forgotten  anything ;  that  wluil 
you  had  stated  is  the  truth. 

In  reference  to  the  question  about  Bliss  and  Masterman,  you  said  that 
you  held  an  opinion  difierent  from  that  of  the  ministry,  and  for  that 
reason  should  leave  the  government  to  act  as  it  might  judge  proper, 
again  referring  to  your  note  of  the  same  date,  and  regretting  that  I  had 
not  received  it.  In  relation  to  this  point,  I  replied  that  I  referred  yoa  to 
what  I  have  already  said  in  my  notes  upon  the  subject.  You  continued, 
stating  that  you  understood  the  ^ve  nature  of  the  case,  and  that  if  you 
assumed  the  ground  you  had  officially  tak^i,  it  was  &om  a  sense  of  yoor 
duty  to  act  so  that  your  government  would  £i4>prove  of  your  conduct,  and 
in  the  manner  that  appeared  to  yourself  most  proper,  especially  after 
having  declared  that  Bliss  and  Masterman  are  members  of  your  legation ; 
that  far  from  wishing  to  shelter  criminals,  you  had  already  sent  away 
others,  and  that  if  you  had  not  done  so  (in  this  case)  it  was  only  for  the 
reasons  stated,  but  that  government  could  do  what  may  appear  to  it 
most  proper  in  this  respect,  assuming  the  responsibility.  In  r^ly  to 
which  I  manifested  to  yoiu  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  should  convince  your- 
self that  the  government  does  not  need  other  people's  advice,  and  tii^it 
would  do  what  was  just  and  convenient;  that  these  stffafis  having 
arrived  at  the  delicate  and  important  state  in  which  they  now  are,  it 
could  not  but  be  expected  of  you,  Mr.  Minister,  who  has  always  mani- 
fested your  sympatiiy  in  favor  of  Paraguay,  that  you  would  act  in  a 
manner  to  prove  well  your  sincerity  and  sentiments  of  right  and  jostioe 
in  this  grave  business.  Ton  replied  that  no  one  could  make  aay  ch|u^ 
against  you  in  this  matter ;  that  it  might  be  that  criminal  acts  had  beiA 
committed  which  yqn  had  not  understood,  or  which  had  not  come  to 
your  knowledge,  but  that  you  were  tranquil.  Then  I  said  that  you,  Mr. 
Minister,  ought  to  understand  that  we  are  in  possession  even  of  your 
confidential  communications  with  the  criminals  from  a  very  early  period ; 
that  we  did  not  wish  to  state  this  in  notes,  at  least  not  in  all  its  fullness, 
unless,  unfortunately,  we  should  be  obliged  to  do  so.  Your  reply  was  to 
inquire  who  were  these  persons,  and  I  continued  the  conversation  in  the 
same  strain,  without  specifying  persons.  You  repeatedly  said  that  jm 
were  tranquil;  that  you  remembered  nothing,  and  that  if  {mytiung 
had  coq^e  to  your  knowledge,  you  would  not  have  kept  silence.  You 
repeated  that  it  was  not  true  that  you  had  ever  received  such  a  padoge 
from  Berges,  since  you  had  received  nothing  from  him.  You  added  thit 
you  were  surprised  to  learn  that  Berges  was  accused  of  high  treason; 
that  you  had  supposed  him  to  be  a  good  citizen,  but  that  you  mnst 
declare  that  he  has  never  communicated  anythiiig  to  you  concemuig  the 
crime  attributed  to  him,  nor  had  you  conversed  with  him  of  anyUiing 
beyond  what  you  had  already  maniiested. 

You  also  alluded  to  the  manner  of  Leite  Pereira's  coming  to  your 
house,  saying  that  you  had  only  admitted  him  until  he  should  be  de- 
manded by  the  authorities ;  that  you  had  expressed  to  Giur^ras  and  other 
persons  in  the  legation  the  same  thing,  and  that  Leite  Pereira  had  done 
badly  in  acting  as  he  did. 

After  this  digression,  I  again  called  the  attention  of  your  exoefloi^j 
more  than  once,  to  the  importance  of  those  papers  which  Ber^ges  gave 
you.  and  that,  in  order  to  be  able  to  reply  to  your  note  about  them,  I  had 
maae  you  this  visit,  in  order  to  see  if  in  my  r^y  it  would  be  eiioa^  tP 
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appeal  iu  a  friendly  manner  to  your  memory,  or  if  it  would  be  necessary 
to  aid  it  in  a  more  convincing  mamier.  You  replied,  losing  your  serenity, 
that  it  was  false;  that  there  was  no  such  thing;  that  whoever  had  so 
stalled  had  stated  a  falsehood,  a  lie  to  the  government ;  that  if  there 
should  be  any  such  calumnies  as  that  referring  to  papers  of  Berges,  you 
would  answer  them  well ;  that  if  there  are  h^  men  who  wish  to  lie,  it 
could  not  be  helped ;  that,  concerning  this  or  anything  else  relatiag  to 
the  matter  in  question,  you  had  no  reason  for  reserve,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary<,  would  aid  in  clearing  up  the  truth ;  thanking  me  for  my  friendly 
^ep,  and  tujrning  your  eyes  towards  many  objects,  trunks  and  boxes 
dMed  and  sealed  up,  which  there  were  in  your  parlor,  you  said  that  you 
lud  taken  charge  of  them  to  serve  various  persons,  but  that  you  were 
ignorant  of  their  contents. 

On  taking  leave,  I  said  that  I  retired  with  regret  that  a  friendly  step  had 
been  without  result;  and  that  doubtless  also  his  excellency  the  marshal 
President  would  regret  it,  since  liis  orders  were  to  guard  always  towards 
you,  Mr.  Minister,  all  the  consideration  possible.  You  repli^  that  you 
atoo  regretted  it,  but  that  you  could  do  nothing  more  in  the  matter,  re- 
questing me  to  thank  his  excellency,  and  to  say  to  him  that  you  much 
desired  to  be  useful  to  him,  and  that  you  were  disposed  to  do  all  that 
may  be  possible  with  the  best  good- will,  and  that  you  would  do  anything 
to  serve  him  compatible  with  your  duty. 

This  is  essentisdly  what  passed  in  our  conference ;  and  although  it  pro- 
duced no  satisfactory  result,  I  nevertheless  hoped^hat,  in  consideration 
of  tike  grave  nature  of  the  case,  I  might  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
avoid  for  you  the  consequent  painful  results ;  but  I  see  with  regret  that 
yon  have  not  yet  been  pleased  to  give  the  matter  due  consideration,  and 
have  placed  yourself  in  a  very  especial  situation. 

In  your  note  of  the  23d  instant,  demanding  the  sealed  package  given 
you  by  the  ex-minister^  Berges,  you  say  that  he  never  gave  you  any 
package  of  communications,  letter,  or  message  of  any  kind,  adding  that 
you  h^  talked  about  the  state  of  the  war,  and  other  casual  matters; 
that  the  only  thing  which  you  remember  that  he  said  was  that  the  Bra- 
zilians could  not  hold  out  much  longer ;  that  their  credit  was  exhausted ; 
and  that  several  provinces  were  in  revolution;  that  on  taking  leave  he 
requested  you  to  come  and  see  him  afterwards,  which  you  promised  to 
do;  but  that  you  only  went  once  more,  accompanied  by  Madame  Wash- 
burn, according  to  your  diary,  on  the  3d  of  July,  when  you  found  him 
still'in  bed ;  that  his  conversation  on  that  occasion  was  very  similar  to 
Ihat  of  the  previous  occasion ;  but  that  neither  then  nor  upon  any  other 
occasion  did  he  ever  give  you  a  package  or  commimication  (rf  any  kind ; 
that  I  must  then  be  very  ill-informed  respecting  the  package  referred  to. 

In  your  other  note  of  the  25th,  after  speaking  of  the  question  of  Bliss 
and  Masterman,  you  add  that  as  you  had  said  you  were  not  merely  de- 
sirous but  anxious  to  lend  whatever  assistance  might  be  in  your  power 
to  discover  the  truth  respecting  the  combination  which  I  had  mentioned, 
that  for  this  reason  you  would  add  what  you  might  more  properly  have 
said  in  your  note  of  the  23d,  in  reply  to  mine  soliciting  the  delivery  of  a 
eertain  package ;  that  as  to  this  matter  you  had  no  more  to  say;  but 
tibat;,  as  I  had  stated  that  on  the  day  after  the  return  of  Berges  from 
Sen  Fernando  you  visited  him  in  his  quinta  and  brought  away  that 
package,  you  would  add  that,  as  stated  in  your  note  of  the  23d,  you  did 
not  see  hun  for  several  days  after  his  arrival ;  and  you  then  insert  the 
entry  from  your  diary,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  same  afternoon  of 
jour  visit  to  Berges  you  went  also  to  the  house  of  Leite  Pereira,  where 
you  fiwnd  Yasooncellos;  and  that  he  sent  by  you  some  paper  money  &r 
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Leite  himself,  adding  that  you  had  been  requested  by  Leite  and  his 
wife  to  go  to  their  old  residence,  to  bring  several  things  which  they 
needed,  among  which  were  some  money  and  Paraguayan  notes;  and  that 
on  your  return,  about  dark,  you  placed  the  saddle-bags  in  your  office; 
stating,  in  conclusion,  that  although  this  matter  is  not  very  decorous  for 
a  diplomatic  corresi)ondence,  you  nevertheless  gave  all  these  details, 
hoping  that  they  might  be  of  use  in  arri\ing  at  the  truth. 

These  are  the  points  embraced  in  your  two  notes  referred  to  conc^n- 
ing  the  very  grave  matter  of  the  package  of  communications  delivered 
to  you  by  the  ex-minister,  Berges. 

When  I  visited  you,  the  25th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  friendly  suggestions  referred  to,  I  was  animated  by  the  best  disposi- 
tion towards  you;  and  I  hoped  that,  if  not  by  my  words,  at  least  through 
regard  to  your  own  convenience,  you  would  have  given  to  my  govern- 
ment a  motive  of  gratitude,  and  also  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  desires 
and  anxietj-  manifested  by  you  to  give  whatever  aid  might  be  in  yoor 
power  to  discover  the  truth,  and  to  aid  in  the  discovery  of  the  criminals, 
offering  to  reply  to  questions  concerning  any  suspected  person,  accord- 
ing to  your  expression ;  but  the  result  of  that  conference  has  defiranded 
my  most  legitimate  hopes,  and  has  obliged  me  to  transfer  to  my  notes 
certain  declarations  of  the  criminals,  which,  as  I  said  to  your  excdlencv, 
I  much  desired  to  avoid. 

When  the  crime  of  high  treason  on  the  part. of  the  ex-minister  Berges 
had  been  discovered  atid  investigated,  he  declared  before  the  tribnnsl 
that  he  has  had  the  following  communications  with  the  Marquis  of  Caxias: 
One  original  letter  Irom'Caxais  himself,  dated  in  Tuyucu^,  whose  date 
he  does  not  remember;  that  this  letter  was  delivered  to  him  through tlw 
American  legation,  and  that  his  answer  was  sent  by  the  same  diannd, 
the  draught  of  which  he  says  is  to  be  found  in  the  original  (package!) 
That  afterwards,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  gunboat  Wasp,  another 
letter  came  irom  the  same  marquis,  dated  the  beginning  of  June,  which 
Berges  did  not  receive  until  the  beginning  of  July,  after  returning  from 
the  army  to  the  capital,  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  your  excel- 
lency, who  carried  it  to  him  personally.  That  with  the  letter  was  in- 
cluded a  project  of  a  reply  and  a  proclamation,  stating  that  these  doca- 
.  ments  were  sent  to  him  and  submitted  to  his  consideration,  since,  having 
already  forced  the  first  fortifications  and  being  about  to  take  Hnmaita^ 
he  believed  the  end  of  the  war  to  be  near.  That  this  letter  was  not 
replied  to,  since  Berges  could  not  write,  on  account  of  an  impediment  in  his 
hand,  for  which  reason  you  aided  him  to  double  or  fold  up  this  letter 
and  its  accompanying  documents,  as  well  as  the  previous  one  and  the 
reply  to  it,  putting  them  all  in  a  wrapper,  which  was  closed  with  a  wafer* 
and  was  labelled  by  you  with  the  inscription,  "  Fapdes  de  Berges ;"  yoa 
took  charge  of  and  carried  them  to  keep  in  the  legation,  offering  to  sere 
Berges  in  every  way  as  minister  and  as  Mend. 

And  Berges  himself  adds,  in  his  second  declaration,  that  it  was,  in  feet, 
at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  which  you  made  him  at  his  house  in  Salinares, 
about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  that  you  x>ersonally  carried  him  the 
second  letter  written  by  Caxias  to  him,  when  you  said:  "These  pap«8 
came  by  the  gunboat  Wasp,  and  I  received  them  under  cover  to  me;  it 
would  seem  that  they  are  of  importance.''  That  Berges  took  them  and 
said,  "  Let  us  see,"  reading  them  thereupon  in  your  presence;  and  that, 
after  a  short  time,  you  observed  to  him  that  the  papers  were  long,  and 
tliat  therefore  you  would  retire,  as  you  had  something  to  do ;  that  to  this 
he  replied,  "  I  shall  claim  a  little  more  of  your  time ;  you  might  take  a 
walk  for  a  little  while  in  the  quinta."  That  you  said :  ^^  Your  quinta  is  very 
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aorry  at  present;  rather  give  me  a  book  to  read.''  That  he  then  said  to 
your  excellency,  ''There  are  some,''  pointing  to  a  few  books  upon  a  small 
table,  ''such  as  the  Goimt  of  Monte  Ohristo,  La  Garota,  a  work  by 
AjBcasubi,  &c/'  That  you  got  up  to  take  one  of  them,  he  does  not  know 
exaetly  which,  and  read  awhile,  until  Berges  interrupted  you,  saying, 
'*  I  am  going  to  deposit  these  papers  in  your  custody ;"  to  which  you 
replied,  "  Vaya!  they  are  then  from  Caxias;"  and  he  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive* You  said  to  him,  "  These  are  delicate  matters ;  I  would  prefer  to 
take  charge  of  jewelrj'  or  other  things  which  you  may  wish  to  deposit 
in  the  legation,  and  I  would  do  it  without  asking  the  so-much  per  cent, 
(without  saying  how  much)  which  I  ask  trom  other  persons;  but  these 
p£^>ers  may  involve  me  in  a  compromise  with  my  ow  n  government  for 
abetting  correspondence  with  the  enemy's  camp;  for  the  rest  I  have 
no  fear."  Berges  then  replied,  "  How  can  a  thing  be  known  which  has 
passed  between  us  f  I  will  fold  them  up  with  the  previous  communica- 
tion, (which  you  knew  of, )  and  give  them  to  you  now  to  carry  away." 
That  you,  after  thinking  a  moment,  said,  "  I  will  take  them,  but  if  any- 
thing should  happen,  1  will  burn  them,  and  say  that  I  have  received 
nothing."  That  Berges  then  got  up  and  took  from  a  secret  place  in  a 
red  writing-desk,  where  he  kept  it,  the  first  letter  and  the  reply  to  it, 
and  set  al^ut  folding  it  up  with  the  second  one  and  the  accompanying 
papen»,  as  he  had  said  in  his  before-mentioned  previous  declaration,  the 
form  of  the  package  being  quadrangular,  about  the  size  of  a  sheet  folded 
in  three;  and  having  been  closed  with  a  wafer  by  Berges  himself,  you 
labelled  it  with  the  inscription  already  mentioned,  ^^Papeles  de  Bergen^^ 
and  put  it  in  the  inside  pocket  of  your  coat,  over  your  breast,  taking 
leave  of  him  afterwards,  and  starting  oflf  in  the  direction  of  Truiidad. 
That  about  a  week  afterwards  you  visited  him  a  second  time,  along  with 
your  lady,  who  remained  in  the  parlor;  and  you  went  into  Berges's 
skeeping-i*oom,  he  being  in  bed;  on  which  occasion  it  wa^  that  you  made 
him  in  more  detail  the  offer  of  your  services  as  minister  and  as  friend. 

Tliese  are,  Mr.  Minister,  the  foundations  which  this  ministry  has  had 
for  soliciting  of  your  excellency  the  delivery  of  the  package  mentioned 
by  the  ex-minister  Berges. 

And  1  will  conclude,  stating  to  you  that  my  government,  which  has 
never  avoided  the  responsibility  of  its  acts  of  whatever  character,  will 
not  fear  to  assume  it  now  before  the  enlightened  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  civilized  world,  by  making  use  of  the  means  pre- 
seribed  by  the  writers  upon  international  law,  to  take  possession  of  the 
GriminaLs,  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  George  F.  Mastermau;  but  it  costs 
me  much,  Mr.  Minister,  to  persuade  myself  that  you  will  continue  to 
refuse  to  accede  to  the  solicitation  of  the  national  courts  of  justice ;  and 
I  would  fain  hope  that  you,  weighing  my  considerations,  will  at  last  not 
refuse  to  hear  them,  and  will  give  up  the  criminals  to  appear  in  judg- 
ment, not  as  members  of  the  legation  of  a  iriendly  power,  but  as  men 
who  have  abusively  gained  access  to  it  to  shield  themselves  by  it  from 
punishment. 

Tour  excellency  inquires  if  my  government  doubts  that  that  of  the 
United  States  would  administer  fi^l  and  inflexible  justice,  and  I  take 
pleiasure  in  stating  here  that  I  have  not  the  remotest  shadow  of  doubt 
c€  it ;  but  I  will  in  my  turn  inquire  of  your  excellency,  if  the  American 
government  can  be  in  full  possession  of  the  case,  as  the  national  court 
of  justice  is,  would  it  send  the  record  of  its  trial  for  a  new  substan- 
tiation of  i^%  casef  Could  it  do  so f  Would  the  firm  and  inflexible 
listration  of  American  justice  be  sufficiently  timely  t 
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I  request  of  your  excellency  to  consider  the  state  of  the  country  and 
the  character  of  the  case  at  issue. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

GUMESINDO  BENITEZ. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Wasliburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncianj  August  3, 18(58. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
3l8t  of  July,  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  instant.  In  this  note  you  discuss 
at  great  length  the  various  points  on  which  I  have  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  dilfer  with  your  government  on  questions  that  have  arisen  during 
the  la^t  month. 

In  this  note  you,  after  a  long  discussion  on  the  points  of  difference  as 
to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  are  rightfully  members 
of  this  legation,  give  me  the  most  startling  information  iii  regard  to  the 
deeliiration  of  the  ex-minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  Jose  Berges.  This 
notice  has  caused  me  so  much  surprise  and  astonishment,  and  is  of  so 
serious  and  grave  a  nature,  that  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  first 
reply  to  that  part  of  your  note,  leaving  the  other  question  to  anothw 
day. 

And,  first,  you  will  permit  me  to  obsexve  that  I  deeply  regret  that  in 
a  case  of  so  serious  a  nature  you  should  assume  for  facts  what  at  best 
must  be  doubtful^  and  reiterate  positively,  as  if  on  your  own  knowledge^ 
what  I,  on  my  own  better  knowledge,  as  positively  have  denied.  When 
a  minister  is  told  virtually  that  his  woxxis  are  not  believed,  that  they 
are  known  to  be  false,  he  would  certainly  be  excused  if  he  declined  any 
further  correspondence.  But,  as  I  have  already  promised  to  give  any 
aid  in  my  power  to  clear  up  the  terrible  mystery  in  which  I  am  sur- 
rounded, I  shall  pa^s  over  this  matter  of  form,  believing  that  what  1 
have  to  say  will  be  of  service  in  eliciting  the  truth. 

You  express  regret  that  in  the  personal  int-er\uew  held  with  me  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  you  were  unable  to  elicit  such  facts  as  would  render  it 
unnecessary  to  include  in  an  official  note  your  subsequent  statements. 
But  that  you  were  seeking  impossibilities,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  con- 
vince you.  Your  statement  of  what  Senor  Berges  has  said  before  the 
tribunal,  ha«  led  me  to  reflect  and  call  to  mind  every  incident  and  cir- 
(mmstance  that  I  can  remember  which  can  throw  any  light  on  his  strange 
conduct.  Eegarding  the  package  which  you  say  again  and  again  that 
he  delivered  to  me,  I  say  again  and  again  I  never  saw,  nor  heard  of  till 
I  received  your  note  of  the  23d  ultimo.  But  when  to  this  he  has  added 
that  it  was  through  means  of  this  legation  that  he  carried  on  bis  trea- 
sonable correspondence  with  the  enemy,  I  have  endeavored  to  discover 
or  imagine  how  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  I  wiU  therefore  rdate 
in  detail,  as  far  as  my  memory,  with  the  assistance  of  my  journal,  will 
permit,  everything  in  relation  to  the  transmission  of  my  dispatches. 

On  the  28th  of  April  last  I  sent  away  my  last  dispatches  for  Wash- 
ington, to  be  forwarded  below,  and  thence  passed  by  flag  of  truce  through 
the  military  lines.    Whether  I  sent  letters  for  other  persons  or  not  I  do 
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not  remember,  but  I  presume  I  did,  though  I  do  not  recollect  for  whom. 

I  have  sometimes  sent  letters  for  the  Portuguese  vice-consul,  Sefior  Vas- 

eoDoelloR,  but  1  do  not  recollect  whether  on  that  occasion  I  did  or  not. 

A  few  days  after  sending  away  this  package  of  dispatches,  that  is,  on 

the  6th  of  Jtfay,  a  clerk  and  translator  in  the  Foreign  Office,  Gaspar  Lopez, 

came  to  my  house,  bringing  a  small  bag  of  dispatches.    On  opening  it 

I  foand  it  contained  two  or  three  dispatches  from  Washington,  two  or 

three  private  letters  from  the  United  States,  and  an  official  and  also  a 

private  letter  from  Captain  Kirkland,  commanding  the  United  States 

steamer  Wasp,  who  advised  me  that  he  had  come  up  to  take  me  and 

my  family  away.    There  also  came  at  the  same  time  a  package  of  letters 

addressed  to  me,  with  the  name  of  the  English  secretary  of  legation  at 

Baenos  Ayres,  G.  F.  Gould,  on  the  corner.    On  tearing  off  the  outer 

wrapper  of  this  package,  I  found  it  was  addressed  to  the  Portuguese 

vice-consul,  Vasconcellos,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  note  to  me  from 

the  Portuguese  charge*  d'affaires  in  Montevideo,  the  Baron  de  Sousa. 

A  copy  of  this  note  1  inclose  herewith.    As  my  own  letters  contained 

no  news  from  below,  and  1  supposed  that  those  for  Vasconcellos  would 

have  a  great  deal,  I  went  out  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  to  his 

chacra  to  deliver  the  package  and  learn  the  news  it  contained.    He  did 

not  open  it  in  my  presence,  but  he  afterwards  brought  out  one  or  two 

private  letters,  which  he  read  to  Leite  Pereira  and  myself,  when,  for  the 

tirst  time,  I  learned  of  the  revolution  in  Montevideo,  and  the  cleath  of 

ex-President  Berro  and  of  Flores.    This  news,  I  suppose,  was  made 

known  to  the  government  soon  after,  as  the  next  number  of  the  Semi- 

nario  contained  the  same.    I  ought  to  remark  that  the  tone  of  these 

letters  was  very  favorable  to  this  country,  representing  the  allies  to  be 

in  a  desperate  condition,  and  the  writer  as  convinced  that  they  could 

never  conquer  "Paraguay.    This  package  also  contained  a  letter  for  Dr. 

Carreras,  which  I  brought  in  and  delivered  to  him.    It  was  read  to  me 

afterwards,  and  contained  the  same  news  as  that  of  Vasconcellos,  and 

was  equally  friendly  to  Paraguay. 

This  is  the  only  correspondence  that  has  ever  passed  through  my 
hands  for  many  months  from  any  person  whatsoever  from  beyond  the 
enemy's  lines,  and  if  Senor  Berges  tells  the  truth,  (which  I  have  reason 
to  doubt,  as  on  another  point  he  states  what  I  know  to  be  false,)  the 
communication  he  says  he  received  from  Caxias  through  this  legation 
most  have  been  in  that  package  from  the  Baron  de  Sousa.  At  the  time, 
you  will  remember  that  Berges  wa«  not  here,  and  a  few  days  after  I 
went  to  San  Fernando  to  see  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez,  in  order  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  would  induce  the  commander  of  the  Wasp 
to  come  up  to  that  point.  1  had  not  been  recalled  by  my  government, 
though  a  gunboat  had  been  sent  to  take  me  and  my  family  away,  and 
until  a  successor  should  arrive  to  take  my  place  I  was  disposed  to 
remain  in  Paraguay.  I  had  written  as  early  as  January  to  be  recalled, 
and  insisted  that  another  minister  should  come  to  succeed  me,  as  it 
would  look  like  the  abandonment  of  a  brave  and  gallant  i^eople  if  the 
only  accredited  foreign  minister  were  to  be  withdrawn.  Whether  this 
letter  ever  reached  Washington  I  have  great  re^ison  to  doubt,  as,  ever 
since  my  visit  to  the  camp  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  he  seems  to  have 
done  everything  he  dared  do  to  stop  my  communications  and  supplies. 
I  venture  the  assertion  that  if  he  has  been  engaged  in  a  plot  with  trai- 
tors in  Paraguay,  1  am  almost  the  last  person  he  would  wish  to  know 
anything  about  it.  I  flatter  myself  that  he  considers  me,  whatever  you 
may  do,  a  friend  to  Paraguay,  and  such  a  friend  as  Brazilian  gold  is 
lK)werle«s  to  seduce. 
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From  Sail  Fernando  I  wrote  to  Captain  Kirkland,  telling  liim  that  the 
allies  had  no  right  to  prevent  him  fiom  passing  their  blockade,  and  that 
for  other  reasons  I  could  not  avail  myself  of  the  presence  of  the  Was^i 
unless  he  would  come  higher  up  the  river.  Afterwards,  I  returned  to 
this  place,  and  on  the  30th  of  May  I  received  another  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Kirkland,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  the  Marquis  de  Caxia^i 
reiiised  to  allow  him  to  pass  his  squadron,  but  ofieiing  to  tiiriiish  me 
facilities  to  go  by  land  from  Pilar  or  Tayi  to  Curupayti.  This  offer  of 
Caxias  I  took  as  an  insult  to  me  and  my  government,  and  so  advised 
Captain  Kiikland,  telling  him  to  force  the  blockade  and  let  the  Brazil- 
ians .fire  upon  him  if  they  chose  to  do  so.  It  seems,  however,  that  he 
did  not  feel  authorized  under  his  instructions  to  take  such  violent 
measures,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  he  wrote  me  that  he  should  start 
that  day  for  Montevideo  in  order  to  get  such  instructions  as  would 
require  him  to  pass  the  blockade  or  fight  the  whole  Brazilian  squadron. 
1  then  believed  that  he  would  be  back  within  a  month,  but  now  nearly 
two  months  have  passed  and  I  hear  nothing  of  him.  It  may  be  that 
the  admiral  does  not  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of  commencing  a  war 
on  Brazil  without  orders  from  the  government,  and  that^  instead  of  send 
ing  back  Captain  Kirkland  with  orders  to  force  the  blockade,  he  has 
sent  to  Washington  for  instructions.  Wasit  not  for  the  delay,  this  would 
be  the  course  I  would  prefer,  for  I  have  no  doubt  the  orders  would  be 
that  the  entire  squadron  should  come  at  once  to  Paraguay  without  a!^ 
much  as  asking  {lermission  of  the  Brazilians.  The  delay,  however,  is 
what  I  deplore.  While  my  government  is  debating  whether  to  luaki* 
war  on  Brazil,  by  reason  of  my  representations  and  situation,  the  gov- 
eniment  of  Paraguay  refuses  to  credit  my  positive  statements  as  against 
those  of  an  accused,  convicted,  and  confessed  traitor. 

Neither  of  these  last  letters  from  Captain  Kirkland  to  me  were  acconi 
panied  with  any  letter  to  anybody  else,  and  I  sent  no  letter  from  any- 
body else  with  my  letters  to  him.  I  expected  him  to  come  op  here  to 
take  away  my  family,  and  therefore  I  did  not  send  away  a  single  letter 
except  my  own  official  letters  to  Captain  Kirkland  himself. 

I  cannot  find  words  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  account  which  you 
give  me  of  the  declaration  of  ex-Minister  Berges.  It  is  all  false  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  that  I  believe  I  shall  easily  convince  you^  and 
that  he  has  evidently  ascribed  to  me  a  part  which  was  performed  by 
another  person.  I  do  not  imagine  he  is  a  person  of  the  ingenuily  to 
make  up  out  of  nothing  his  story  about  the  package  which  he  says  he 
delivered  to  me,  but  that  he  should  try  to  screen  some  one  else  by  m 
puting  to  me  the  acts  of  one  of  his  accomplices  is  quite  possible.  1  d<* 
not  suppose  he  would  do  that  out  of  malice  to  me,  for  I  liave  do  rean^tD 
to  think  that  he  ever  cherished  any  such  feelings  towards  me.  Yet  he 
might  think  to  screen  another  by  ascribing  his  acts  to  me,  and  at  tlM- 
same  time  imagine  that  my  official  character  would  prevent  inquiry  into 
my  own  acts.  Yet,  whatever  his  object  or  motives,  the  whole  declara- 
tion is,  as  far  us  it  relates  to  me,  a  monstrous  fiction. 

You  express  regret  that  it  should  have  become  necessary  to  put  thij; 
declaration  in  an  official  note.  I  also  would  have  preferred  to  have  been 
privately  advised,  and  given  my  explanations  in  an  unofficial  form.  Bat. 
.  notwithstanding  this,  I  am  glad  at  last  to  know  what  has  been  the  groand 
of  the  action  of  your  government  towards  me  which  has  hitherto  been 
entirely  incomprehensible.  Had  I  been  advised  earlier  of  this  deelara 
tiou  of  Berges,  very  much  of  this  long  and  unpleasant  cortespondenct* 
would  have  been  avoided.  But  I  have  been  groinng  in  the  dark,  with 
out  the  least  idea  of  what  the  government  knew  or  suspected*    I  seemed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PARAGUAY.  773 

to  have  lost  its  confidence,  but  I  knew  not  for  what  reason.  Bn*  this 
declaration  of  Berges,  though  entirely  false,  explains  all.  After  ii^  man 
who  has  held  such  high  positions  as  he  has  occupied,  has  accused  me  of 
knowing  of  his  treachery  and  aiding  in  it,  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that 
the  government  should  regard  me  and  all  near  me  with  suspicion.  But, 
now  I  know  what  his  declaration  is,  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  by  a  careful 
reference  to  dates  and  other  well-known  or  easily  ascertained  facts,  that 
it  is  all  false  from  beginning  to  end. 

I  will  now  examine  his  statement  somewhat  in  detail.  First,  he  says 
he  received  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  the  date  of  which  he 
does  not  remember,  and  that  he  received  it  through  this  legation.  The 
date  is  important,  as  if  it  passed  through  my  hands  it  must  have  been 
in  that  package  from  the  Baron  de  Sousa  to  Vasconcellos,  or  must  have 
oome  as  early  as  December  last,  when  the  Italian  consul  came  through 
t^e  military  lines,  for  between  the  arrival  of  the  Italian  consul  and  the 
arrival  of  "the  Wasp  I  received  nothing  whatever  from  below.  But  as 
Berges  says  it  was  the  second  letter  that  came  by  the  Wasp,  the  first 
must  have  come  several  months  before.  Ue  also  says  that  his  answer 
was  sent  by  the  same  channel.  Of  that  I  can  only  say  that  if  he  did 
8end  through  this  legation,  it  must  have  been  under  the  cover  of  some- 
body else.  I  remember  of  his  asking  me  on  one  occasion,  when  I  was 
about  sending  ofi"  my  dispatches,  to  include  some  letters  for  him.  But 
1  refused  to  do  it,  giving  as  a  reason  that  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  the 
£Ait^  and  confidence  of  the  allies  to  do  so;  that  I  could  only  send  cor- 
respondence with  their  assistance,  and  to  take  advantage  of  that  to 
send  the  letters  of  their  enemies,  would  be  such  an  abuse  that,  should  it 
be  discovered,  they  would  be  justified  in  refusing  to  allow  any  more  of 
my  correspondence  to  pass  either  way.  Therefore,  if  he  sent  anything 
tlirongh  this  legation,  it  must  have  been  by  getting  some  one  else  not 
connected  with  the  government  to  give  it  to  me  as  a  letter  to  his  family. 
But,  if  he  did  imiiose  upon  me  in  that  way,  it  must  have  been  as  long 
ago  as  the  middle  of  January  last,  for  between  that  time  and  the  depart 
lire  of  Berges  for  Paso  Pucu  I  sent  no  correspontlence  away. 

It  api>ears  from  the  note  of  your  honor  that  Berges  made  two  declara- 
tions, and  that  the  two  are  very  inconsistent  with  each  other.  In  the 
first  he  says  that  the  second  letter  from  Caxias,  which  was  brought  by 
the  Wasp,  was  dated  the  beginning  of  June,  but  that  he  did  not  receive 
it  till  the  beginning  of  July,  when  I  delivered  it  to  him  ])er8onally  at 
his  house.  If  that  letter,  dated  near  the  beginning  ot  June,  passed 
through  my  hands,  it  must  have  come  with  the  last  letter  to  Captain 
Kirklaiid,  which  was  dated  the  10th  of  June,  at  Curupayti,  and  which  I 
did  not  receive  till  the  23d,  as  appears  both  tix>m  my  diary  and  the  verbal 
note  of  your  honor,  whi(?h  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  me  with  the 
letter.  The  23d  was  the  day  after  my  first  visit  to  Berges,  so  that*I 
could  not  by  any  possibility  have  had  any  such  letter  at  that  time  in  my 
possession,  as  no  communication  reached  me  from  the  Ist  to  the  23d  of 
«Jnne,  the  day  after  my  first  visit. 

In  his  second  declaration  you  add  that  Berges  says  that  it  was  at  the 
time  of  my  first  visit  to  him  after  his  return  from  San  Fernando  that  I 
delivered  this  second  letter  from  Caxias,  and  then  he  pretends  to  relate 
very  minutely  everything  that  took  place  on  that  occasion.  That  visit 
t4K>k  place  on  the  22dof  June.  How  long  that  was  after  his  return  I  do  not 
know.  1  only  know  that  several  days  liefore  I  had  heard  of  his  return,  and 
tiiat  he  was  at  his  house  in  the  Salinares,  very  infirm.  I  thought  it  a 
duty  of  courtesy  to  visit  him,  and  as  I  was  passing  by  to  go  to  the  Trin- 
idad and  back  by  way  of  the  house  of  Vasconcellos,  I  called  tor  a  few 
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minutes  to  see  him.  He  was  lying  in  his  east  room,  apparently  very 
feeble.  He  was,  or  pretended  to  be  so,  paralyzed  in  his  limbs,  that  he 
conld  hardly  move  in  his  bed.  I  expressed  regret  at  finding  him  so,  and 
we  talked  on  general  subjects,  and  nobody  could  have  talked  more  loy- 
ally than  he  did  on  that  occasion.  But  he  did  not  rise  ^m  his  bed;  in 
fact,  he  appeared  unable  to  do  it;  and  after  asking  him  if  I  could  do 
anything  to  alleviate  him,  and  inviting  him  to  visit  me  when  he  got 
better,  and  promising  to  visit  him  again  shortly,  I  took  my  leave,  not 
having  been,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  house. 

Such  is  the  true  and  exact  account  of  that  visit  All  that  Berges  says 
in  his  declaration  about  my  giving  him  a  letter  from  Oaxias  and  waiting 
for  him  to  read  it,  my  taking  up  a  book  to  pass  the  time,  the  conversa- 
tion that  passed,  the  taking  of  papers  from  a  secret  place  in  a  writing- 
desk,  the  folding  and  labelling  of  the  papers,  all,  every  word  is  folse— 
false  as  false  can  be. 

I  apprehend,  however,  as  I  have  already  said,  that  he  has  not  the  inge- 
nuity to  make  up  such  a  tissue  of  lie^  out  of  nothing,  but  that  what  pas^ 
between  him  and  somebody  else  he  has  declared  to  be  the  transactions 
between  himself  and  me.  How  that  mysterious  letter  from  Caxias  waiJ 
brought  I  do  not  know.  I  can  think  of  no  other  way  than  that  it  eame 
in  that  package  of  the  Baron  de  Sousa.  But  if  it  came  in  that  way,  yon 
can  divine  as  well  as  I  can  by  whom  it  was  delivered. 

It  does  not  api)ear  from  the  declaration  of  Berges  that,  at  my  second 
visit  to  him  on  the  3d  of  July,  anything  passed  but  expressions  of  coor- 
tesy.  On  that  occasion,  as  on  the  former,  1  expressed  sympathy  for  his 
sufferings  and  a  desire  to  be  of  service  to  him.  But  I  had  no  idea  that 
he  was  then  a  traitor,  plotting  with  the  enemy  against  his  own  govern- 
ment ;  and  at  this  time,  as  on  my  former  visit,  our  brief  conversation 
was  caiTied  on  with  doors  and  windows  o])en,  and  servants  passing  to 
and  fro  at  their  pleasure.    On  neither  occasion  did  Berges  leave  his  bed. 

If  you  will  carefully  scinitinize  the  dates  of  the  occurrences  that  hap- 
pened about  this  time  I  think  you  will  find  everything  to  corroborate^ 
not  only  what  I  have  stated,  but  my  theory  or  explanation  of  the  strange 
declaration  of  Berges.  In  your  notes  of  the  23d  you  positively  state 
that  on  the  day  after  his  arrival  from  San  Fernando  he  delivered  to  me 
a  certain  package  at  his  house  in  the  Salinares.  In  his  later  deciaratioii 
he  says  that  It  was  at  the  time  of  my  first  visit,  not  specifying  the  day. 
That  visit,  however,  was  many  days  (I  do  not  know  how  many)  after 
his  return,  and  I  think  (though  it  is  only  a  speculation)  that  on  closer 
investigation  it  will  be  found  that  the  incidents  about  the  package,  that 
Berges  alleges  to  have  taken  place  between  him  and  me,  actually  took 
place  between  him  and  one  of  his  accomplices,  before  I  had  seen  him  or 
even  knew  of  his  return. 

There  is  one  other  thing  in  Berges's  declaration  which,  though  not  of 
much  importance,  will  nevertheless  serve  as  proof  of  its  entire  falsity.  He 
says  that  I  told  him  I  would  prefer  to  receive  jewels  or  other  things  to 
keep  for  him  in  my  legation  rather  than  the  pai>ers  which  he  wished  to 
deliver  me,  and  that  I  offered  to  take  such  things  from  him  without 
charging  the  same  per  cent,  or  commission  that  I  charged  others.  That 
this  is  a  ])ure  and  malicious  invention  is  evident  from  this  fact,  that 
though  I  liave  received  since  the  order  of  evacuation  money  and  other 
valuables  from  a  great  many  people,  I  have  never  charged  nor  thought 
of  charging  a  single  person  one  penny  tor  it.  Many  things  left  with  me 
about  the  time  of  the  evacuation  have  since  been  taken  away,  but  I  have 
never  asked  nor  received  from  any  one  any  commission,  percentage,  or 
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compensation.    How,  then,  could  I  make  allusion  to  such  a  thing  to 
Senor  Bergesf 

From  this  statement  you  will  see  that  if  I  have  in  any  way  been  the 
means  of  conveying  intelligence  to  and  fro  between  the  enemies  and 
traitors  to  Paraguay,  I  have  myself  been  the  victim  of  the  most  damna- 
ble treachery  and  ingratitude.  But  I  yet  cherish  the  hope  that  of  thovse 
who  have  abused  my  confidence  the  number  will  be  found  the  smallest 
possible.  I  cannot  yet  bring  myself  to  acknowledge  that  I  am  of  a  nature 
so  crcHiulous,  and  so  unfit  to  be  a  minister,  as  to  have  in  my  house  for 
near  five  months  persons  with  whom  I  was  on  the  most  intimate  terms, 
aod  all  whose  thoughts  I  ought  to  have  known,  and  yet  who  were  at  the 
same  time  engaged  in  a  plot  against  the  government,  without  my  suspect- 
ing it.  I  yet  cherish  the  hojie  that  a  full  investigation  will  clear  this 
legation  of  having  given  shelter  to  such  parties.  But,  if  there  be  any 
who  have  thus  abused  my  confidence  and  hospitality,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
ask  for  their  pardon,  but  rather  to  demand  their  summary  punishment. 

As  I  have  before  said,  I  do  not  think  it  strange  that,  after  the  declar- 
ation of  Berges,  the  government  should  have  regarded  me,  and  those 
around  me,  with  suspicion.  But  I  do  think  it  was  not  showing  me  the 
respect  to  which  my  position  and  my  long-known  chai'acter  and  friend- 
ship for  Paraguay  was  entitled,  to  acce[)t  without  question  as  true  the 
charges  and  accusations  of  a  confessed  traitor  in  the  face  of  my  positive 
denial.  This  matter,  however,  I  shall  leave  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the 
government  of  Paraguay. 

After  this  long  and  explicit  statement  of  all  that  I  know  or  even  sus- 
pect in  regard  to  the  treason  of  Berges  and  his  ac<*x)mplices,  I  trust  that 
your  government  will  believe  that  this  legation  is  not  so  dangerous  a 
place  as  it  may  have  at  one  time  been  suspected.  I  have  not  in  this  note 
taken  into  consideration  the  C4ise  of  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr,  Masterman,  as  I 
was  anxious  to  clear  up  the  other  matter  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with 
your  permission  I  will  delay  any  further  discussion  on  that  point  until  I 
sh^l  again  hear  from  your  honor. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occaaon  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A,  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Senor  Benitez  to  Mr,  Washburn, 

[Translation.] 

MtNiSTEY  OF  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
•  Luqucj  Augmt  6,  1868. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  your  excellency  of  the  3d  instant, 
in  which,  referring  to  mine  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  you  say  that  after  a 
long  discussion  concerning  the  points  of  difference  as  to  whether  or  not 
Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman  are  legally  members  of  the  legation,  I  gave 
you  the  most  suprising  information  concerning  the  declaration  of  the 
ex-minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Jos^  Berges ;  that  this  note  has  caused  you 
so  much  surprise  and  astonishment,  and  was  of  a  character  so  serious 
and  grave,  that  you  confided  that  I  would  pardon  you  for  first  replying 
to  that  part  of  my  note,  leaving  the  other  questions  for  another  occasion — 
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concladiug  in  what  relates  to  these  that  you  have  not  taken  into  consid- 
eration in  your  note  the  case  of  Bliss  and  Mastennan,  as  you  were  de- 
sirous of  clearing  up  the  other  matter  as  soon  as  possihle,  and,  with  my 
permission,  would  delay  all  ulterior  discussion  on  this  point  until  yoa 
should  hear  from  me  again. 

Re8i)eoting  the  grave  matter  of  ex-Minister  Berges,  you  observe  that 
you  profoundly  regret  that  in  a  case  of  so  serious  a  character  I  ^ooki 
take  for  tacts  what  at  best  must  be  doubtful,  and  reiterate  positively  a8 
if  on  my  own  knowledge  what  you  on  your  own  better  knowledge  have 
lK)8itively  denied ;  that  when  a  minister  is  virtually  told  that  his  words 
are  not  believed — ^that  they  are  known  to  be  false — certainly  he  would  be 
excused  if  he  should  decline  all  further  correspondence ;  but  that,  sinoe 
yon  have  promised  to  make  known  all  that  may  be  in  your  power  to  clear 
up  of  the  terrible  mystery  by  which  you  were  surrounded,  you  would 
pass  over  this  question  of  form,  hoping  that  what  you  had  to  say  might 
be  useful  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

Alluding  to  the  declaration  of  Berges,  you  then  say  that  it  has  led  yon 
to  retiectand  to  call  to  mind  all  the  incidents  and  circumstances  which  yoo 
could  remember,  and  which  can  throw  any  light  upon  his  strange  con- 
duct. You  then  go  on  to  detail,  with  the  aid  of  your  diary,  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  transmission  of  your  dispatches,  saying  that  on  the  28th  of 
April  last  you  sent  your  last  dispatches  to  Washington,  passing  then 
by  flag  of  truce  through  the  military  lines;  that  you  do  not  remembo^ 
whether  or  not  you  sent  any  letters  for  other  persons,  but  you  presumed 
that  you  did,  although  you  do  not  remember  for  whom  ;  that  yon  have 
sometimes  sent  letters  for  the  Portuguese  vice-consul,  Vasconcellos,  but 
that  you  did  not  remember  if  ui)on  this  occasion  you  did  so. 

That,  on  May  6,  you  rec-eived  along  with  your  communications  from 
Washington  a  package  of  letters  directed  to  yon,  with  the  name  of  the 
English  secretary  of  legation  in  Buenos  Ayres,  G.  F.  Gould,  on  the  mar- 
gin ;  that  on  opening  it  you  found  that  it  was  directed  to  the  vice-consnl 
of  Portugal,  ac^*omi)anied  by  a  note  from  the  Portuguese  charge  d'affaires 
in  Montevideo,  the  Baron  de  Sousa,  of  which  you  send  me  a  copy.  That 
the  said  package  also  contained  a  letter  for  Dr.  Carreras,  which  yon 
brought  and  delivered  to  him,  and  which  contained  the  same  news  b» 
that  of  Vasconcellos — equally  friendly  towards  Paraguay.  That  this  is 
the  only  corresi>oudence  which  has  passed  through  your  hands  for  many 
months  from  any  person  beyond  the  enemy's  lines,  and  that  if  Bergen 
speaks  the  truth,  the  communication  which  he  says  he  receive<l  from 
Caxias  by  means  of  >'our  legation,  it  must  have  been  in  that  package 
trom  the  Baron  de  Sousa. 

That  none  of  the  last  letters  from  the  captain  commanding  the  Wasp 
to  you  were  accomi)anied  by  any  letter  for  any  other  individual,  nor  had 
yon  sent  with  yours  to  him  any  letter  for  any  one  else. 

That  you  cannot  find  words  to  express  your  surprise  at  the  account 
given  you  of  the  declaration  of  ex-Minister  Berges ;  that  all  is  Mse 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  that  you  believed  that  I  would  easily  con- 
vince myself  of  this.  And  you  continue  to  treat  of  the  matter  at  length- 
impugning  the  declarations  of  Berges — concluding  that  all  which  heh» 
said  in  it  about  the  delivery  of  a  letter  from  Caxias,  of  your  waiting  fw 
him  to  read  it,  of  your  taking  up  a  book  to  read,  and  all  the  rest,  every 
word  false,  as  false  as  false  can  be ;  that  you  presumed,  nevertheless,  that 
he  had  not  the  ingenuity  to  have  made  up  from  nothing  this  tissue  of 
lies,  but  that  what  really  ]>assed  between  him  and  some  other  individual 
he  has  declared  to  be  the  transaction  between  himself  and  yourself,  reit- 
erating that  you  cannot  conceive  any  other  method  for  the  letter  of  Caxias 
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to  come,  if  it  were  not  included  in  the  above-mentioned  package  firom 
the  Baron  de  Sousa. 

Your  excellency  adds,  that  if  by  any  means  you  have  been  the  channel  for 
conveying  intelligence  between  the  enemy  and  the  traitors,  you  have  your- 
self been  the  victim  of  the  most  infamous  i)erfldy  and  ingratitude,  saying 
finally  that  you  did  not  consider  it  strange  that,  after  the  declaration  of 
Berges,  the  government  should  have  regarded  you  and  all  around  you 
with  suspicion,  but  that  you  considered  that  it  was  not  showing  you  the 
respect  demande<l  by  your  position,  your  character,  and  your  friendship, 
long  recognized,  towards  Paraguay ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  you  would 
leave  this  matter  to  the  sentiment  of  justice  of  the  government  of  Para- 
guay, trusting  that  after  your  long  and  explicit  statement  of  all  you  knew 
or  even  suspected  concerning  the  treason  of  Berges  and  his  accomplices, 
I  would  believe  that  your  legation  is  not  so  dangerous  a  place  as  I  had 
at  one  time  suspected. 

In  reply  to  tlus  note  of  your  excellency's,  I  must  say  in  the  first  place 
that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  this  ministry  that  it  has  had  to  register  in  its  offi- 
cial correspondence  the  declaration  of  the  culprits,  after  all  that  I  oflBcially 
8tated  to  you  in  the  friendly  visit  which  I  made  you  on  the  35th  ultimo, 
and  which  is  substantially  contained  in  my  note  of  the  31st.  You  will 
allow  me  to  remark  again  that  at  the  time  I  made  you  a  verbal  state- 
ment of  all  which  1  have  since  written  down  with  regret,  and  that  I  then 
deplored  the  necessity  of  ha\ing  to  consign  in  notes  that  which  you  now 
also  deplore.  I  had  a  greater  interest  then  than  any  one  that  this  should 
not  happen,  but  at  that  time  you  expressed  yourself  verj^  dift'erently, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  attribute  this  to  any  doubt  of  my  word. 

I  do  not  think  your  judgment  correct  when  you  attribute  to  my  gov- 
ernment convictions  which  it  has  not  manifested,  since,  without  stating 
any  opinion  npon  so  grave  a  matter,  I  limited  myself  to  make  known  to 
you  the  things  which  were  communicated  to  this  ministry  by  the  proper 
tribunal,  to  support  the  demands  required  of  me  in  the  name  of  the  na- 
tional courts  of  justice,  in  the  name  of  the  preservation  of  the  countiy 
and  of  ita  government;  and  you  ought  to  persuade  yourself  that  in  fact 
it  was  very  difficult  for  this  ministry  to  reconcile  the  sentiments  of 
friendly  interest  which  had  always  been  expressed  in  official  notes  by 
the  representative  of  the  friendly  nation  of  the  United  States  with  the 
proceedings  which  the  traitors  attribute  to  your  excellency. 

I  regret  that  you  have  interpreted  in  a  sense  difterent  from  the  true 
one  the  significance  of  the  just  representations  addressed  by  this  min- 
istry to  the  chief  of  the  American  legation  upon  the  subjects  which,  in 
discharging  its  duty,  it  has  had  to  treat  of,  and  whose  importance  and 
urgency  are  notorious.  You  say  that  proper  consideration  has  not  been 
manifested  to  your  position  and  character,  and  this  ministry  believes 
itself  to  have  abounded  in  such  respect  as  it  ha«  never  done  towards  any 
miniHter,  and  that  if  there  were  any  reason  for  complaint  it  would  belong 
to  this  government  to  make  it,  since  all  that  has  been  said  to  you,  Mr. 
Minifiter,  in  demand  of  the  criminals  whom  you  shelter,  has  not  been 
enough  ;  and  nothing  more  could  have  been  said  in  the  initiatory  steps 
of  a  trial  which,  by  its  monstrosity,  was  scarcely  creditable.  I  ought 
also  to  observe  to  you  that  even  to-day  I  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  continue 
to  make  mention  of  the  information  supplied  by  the  tribunal,  for  fear 
that  something  which  I  may  say  will  appear  to  you  inconsistent,  not 
having  in  my  power  the  originals  of  the  processes ;  but  1  wish  to  run 
the  risk  rather  than  fail  to  give  you  all  the  light  which  the  tribunals 
communicate,  thus  satisfying  your  desires,  Mr.  Minister,  in  order  that 
you  may  understand  the  grave  nature  of  the  matter,  and  in  oixler  to  dis- 
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sipate  by  all  the  means  in  my  power  the  darkness  in  which  yon  say  that 
» you  were  groping. 

I  cannot  doubt,  Mr.  Minister,  that  it  will  be  very  painful  for  you  to 
leani  that  the  persons  whose  honorable  character  and  purity  of  senti- 
ment you  so  much  vauntefl  in  your  nolo  of  the  13th  of  July  now  appear 
before  the  tribunal,  not  only  as  fully  acquainted  with  your  sentiments, 
tendencies,  and  intentions,  but  also' as  having  been  supporte<l  by  you  in 
a  directly  <!ontrary  sense,  as  you  may  judge  by  their  own  words'as  com 
municated  to  me  by  the  court  of  justice. 

Dr.  Antonio  de  la«  Carreras  has,  in  a  solemn  declaration,  said  the  fol- 
lowing : 

That,  ji8  to  the  terms  of  thew*  con  versations  abont  the  revolution,  reference  was  made 
in  the  early  period  of  his  stay  in  the  legation  to  the  project  of  the  revolution,  to  the 
means  which  were  couut4iil  upon,  and  the  probabilities  of  the  result,  aud  ailerwanln  to 
the  stujndity  of  the  allies  in  their  manner  of  conducting  the  operations  relating  to  it, 
viz.,  t-o  api)ear  u])on  the  Telncuari  with  twelve  thousand  men,  which  was  not  douf 
within  the  time  agreed  ujion ;  to  the  failure  or  cessation  of  the  probabilities  of  the  mic- 
cess  of  the  project ;  and,  finally,  when  the  imprisonment  of  some  of  the  persons  compn>- 
mised  became  known,  to  consider  the  affair  as  discovered  and  it«  coiisequencen  as  pal- 
pable. 

That,  speaking  of  the  plan  in  general,  Mr.  Washburn  always  thought  the  idea  agixirl 
one,  and  as  to  the  details  he  also  thought  them  good,  provided  the  Brazilians  {na  Mr. 
WashbiuTi  always  said,  using  but  rarely  the  word  allies)  should  paas  the  Tebieuari; 
that  is  to  say,  that  in  Mr.  Washbum'fi  opinion  Marshal  Lopez  and  the  national  caa'^ 
were  lost,  aud  that  he  believed  the  success  of  the  revidution  ea«y,  since  when  Humaita 
should  be  cut  off— there  not  being  elsewhere  sufficient  forces*  to  resist  a  c<»lamn  of 
twelve  thousand  men — and  the  forces  in  the  capital  aud  other  point-s  de]>ending  npttn 
persons  who  were  compromised  in  the  revolution,  the  pnmuncUtmiefito  would  l>e  ea>r. 
since  there  could  be  no  resistance,  and  consequently  the  submission  of  the  rest  of  tLr 
countrj'. 

That  as  to  the  jiart  which  Mr.  Washbuni  has  taken  in  revolution  he  [the  dep4inent] 
knows  by  what  Wasliburn  himself  said  to  him  that  he  [Mr.  Washbuni]  liad  undertakm 
to  forward  the  correspondence  of  the  revolutionary  committee  to  the  enemy,  under 
the  seiil  of  tlie  consulat<>.  of  Portug^d,  in  order  thus  to  save  himself  from  the  nss4poa<- 
bility;  telling  him  also  that  he  had  fulfilled  his  part  by  always  sending  the  c«rrr* 
pondence  every  time  that  he  ha«  had  occasion  to  send  his  own  to  his  government  t-^ 
flag  of  truce,  except  the  last  time,  when  he  only  sent  a  letter  to  the  commander  of  xhr 
Wasp,  ordering  him  to  come  up  to  San  Fernando.  That  Washburn  alflo  told  him  th»: 
he  hiul  offered  his  house  to  Berges  as  an  asylum  for  all  the  parties  compromiscHl  in  the  n'\  - 
olution,  and  that  he  notified  fierges  himself  of  the  occasions  when  then^  would  l>e  ^n* 
a  flag  of  truce,  in  ordrr  that  lie,  as  well  a«  the  other  members  of  the  committe**,  mijrt.' 
prepare  their  communications  for  the  enemy,  the  deponent  being  one  of  those  who  h>i 
written  to  Caxias  more  times  than  those  previously  declared. 

That,  besides  what  has  been  said,  they  couverse<l  upon  the  assurances  which  Beip* 
and  Benigno  gave  of  counting  upon  the  forces  in  the  capital  by  bribery  or  other  nieA2.v 
which  project  Mr.  Washburn  approved  as  a  sure  mode  of  success,  avoiding  the  eiftu»j«"*. 
of  blood. 

As  to  the  time  agreed  upon,  that  in  the  first  place  it  was  to  be  when  the  8quadi«»si 
should  pass  above  Humaita,  which  event  had  been  annoiuiced  by  corrospoDdence  tpeveru 
months  before,  (five  or  six,)  and  after  its  passage  the  movement  was  announced  for  t^** 
or  three  occasions,  until  at  last  the  time  was  fixed  at  about  tlie  middle  of  Jnly.  y> 
w^hich  gave  rise  to  some  sarcastic  expressions  from  Mr.  Washburn :  as,  for  exaniptr. 
"  They  are  brutes  f  *  »  *  «*  Tliey  are  more  Brazilian  than  the  Brazilians  tbrft- 
selves  j'>  »  *  »  t'  Caxias  is  nothing  but  a  good  military  organizer,  but,  for  the  n"<. 
is  a  complete  nullity  f  manifesting  the  little  confidence  he  had  in  Caxias's  promi^'%. 
and  regretting  that  the  time  should  be  lost  by  such  stupidity  on  the  part  of  the  Bm- 
zUians. 

That,  suspecting  by  the  imprisonments  that  the  government  had  got  hold  of  thr 
thread  of  the  aflair,  Mr.  Washburn  said  that  he  lamented  the  fate  of  many  per«*o:> 
compromised,  such  as  Bergea,  Bedoya,  Benigno,  the  deponent,  Rodrigiiez,  Bh«»«  an*! 
others,  and  that  he  considered  the  end  of  the  war  postponed,  since,  the  revolution  hai  - 
ing  failed  and  the  Brazilians  not  making  any  movement,  affairs  would  n*tnm  u*  th*-!* 
previous  state ;  that  he  offered  to  the  deponent,  to  Rodriguez,  and  to  Blisa,  to  make  • 
stand  for  the  right  of  asylum  in  their  behalf,  knowing  them  to  be  comuromised  in  th" 
affair  of  the  revolution,  which,  says  the  deponent,  he  liimself,  and  Bourignez,  tiid  d.»* 
wish  to  accept. 

That  the  reason  why  the  deponent  and  Rodrigraez  did  not  wish  to  accept  the  a(sy]«B 
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in  which,  at  the  last  moment,  Mr.  Wasbbnm  wished  to  uphold  them  against  the 
demands  of  the  government  was,  precisely,  because  they  held  an  opinion  diiferent  from 
that  of  the  minister,  which  opinion  he  (the  deponent)  says  he  made  known  from  the 
day  when  Leito  Pereira  presented  himself  in  the  legation,  on  the  occasion  of  consult- 
ing them  (the  deponent  and  Rodriguez)  as  to  whether  he  had  a  right  to  resist  the 
deUTeiy  of  a  refugee  in  case  of  being  demanded  as  a  criminal  by  the  government ;  to 
which  they  replied  that  thev  thought  he  had  no  such  right,  citing  some  authors  of  note, 
such  as  VattJ,  Martens,  Wlieaton,  Pinheiro,  Ferreira,  &c.,  and  that  notwithstanding 
this  opinion  of  the  deponent  and  Roclriguez,  when  they  had  to  leave  on  the  demand  of 
a  court  of  justice,  Mr,  Washburn  said  to  them,  "  If  yon  wish  to  remain  here  I  will 
roniit  f^  to  which,  as  already  stated,  they  did  not  a|^e,  having  resolved  to  defend 
themselves  before  the  authorities,  making  head  agamst  the  charges  that  might  be 
against  them ;  that  Mr.  Washburn  then  said  to  them,  "  I  hope  that  you  will  not  say 
anything  to  compromise  me ;"  to  which  both  replied  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  fear 
that,  and  that  he  might  rest  easy  in  that  respect;  adding  the  deponent,  that  by  this 
wa»  understood  that  they  were  not  to  betray  anything  relating  to  the  revolution,  and 
that  the  minister  would  besides  hold  his  ground,  as  there  was  no  written  proof  against 
hiiu 

That  when  Mr.  Washburn  returned  from  San  Fernando  he  said  to  the  deponent  that 
he  had  been  infonned  that  Berges  was  very  ill,  with  the  half  of  his  body  paralyzed, 
which  induced  him  to  believe,  as  Washburn  himself  said,  that  the  revolution  was  not 
discovered. 

By  these  detailed  statements,  and  others  relating  to  this  larrave  affair, 
I  ought  to  hope  that  you,  Mr.  Minister,  will  doubtless  see  with  pain  that 
far  from  being  but  a  small  number  who  declare  in  this  sense,  they  com- 
prise all  those  persons  who  have  given  rise  to  correspondence  from  this 
ministry  to  obtain  their  departure  from  their  asylum. 

It  has  never  been  my  intention  to  seek  impossibilities,  as  you  attribute 
to  me  for  my  friendly  visit  of  the  25th  ultimo,  whose  o'lyect  and  teuden 
cies  were  most  cordial  and  benevolent ;  and  as  you  assure  me  that  you 
intended  to  convince  me  of  it  in  your  note,  I  have  eagerly  sought  in  it 
the  foundation  for  such  conviction ;  but  I  have  only  been  able  to  find 
reiterated  exception,  along  with  some  incidental  circumstances  relating 
to  your  coBresi>ondence  with  the  exterior  (of  the  military  lines.) 

When  your  excellency  says  that  you  flatter  yourself  that  whatever 
may  be  my  opinion,  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  considers  you  as  a  friend  of 
Paraguay,  and  such  a  Mend  as  Brazilian  gold  is  impotent  to  seduce,  I 
ou^ht  to  declare  in  my  turn  that  whatever  may  be  my  opinion,  I  have 
never  failed  to  recognize  the  friendly  acts  which  you  have  performed 
before  now  in  behalf  of  my  country ;  and  as  to  what  Caxias  may  think, 
I  can  say  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  I  think  I  ought  to  call  your 
attention  to  my  correspondence  with  you,  since,  in  my  opinion,  I  have 
u^ed  no  expression  tending  to  depreciate  you,  nor  emitted  any  opinion 
which  can  be  interpreted  in  the  sense  attributed  by  your  note,  nor  yet 
the  g^ratuitous  interpretation  of  your  words  being  false,  since  I  have  not 
said  to  your  excellency  that  your  assertions  were  false,  and  that  they 
deserved  no  credit.  It  has  been  precisely  with  a  proper  respect  for  you, 
Mr.  Minister,  and  giving  credence  to  your  official  words,  that  my  gov- 
ernment has  proceeded  in  this  grave  affair  with  all  possible  circumspec- 
tion and  decorum,  probably  to  the  detriment  of  the  urgency  which  the 
case  demandeil. 

.  Aud  your  complaint  is  so  much  the  more  to  be  regretted  when  you 
blame  my  government  for  refusing  to  give  credit  to  your  positive  state- 
nients  as"  against  those  of  an  accused,  convicted,  and  confessed  traitor, 
^^hile  your  government  was  debating  whether  or  not  it  would  make  war 
on  Brazil  on  account  of  your  representations  and  your  situation.  It  is 
l>eyond  my  power  to  comprehend  the  reason  which  you  have  for  con- 
signing in  an  official  note  an  accusation  as  gratuitous  as  grave  against 
my  government,  for  the  simple  fact  of  having  used  its  right  in  a  demand 
^eixich  interests  in  a  lively  manner  its  legitimate  defence,  and  when  the 
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ooontry  is  in  a  state  of  open  war  in  defense  of  its  independence,  which 
is  menaced  with  destruction  by  the  empire  of  Brazil  and  it«  allies,  and 
also  menaced  by  an  internal  conspiracy  by  agreement  ^ith  them. 

It  is  true  that  you,  when  requested  to  give  up  the  package  of  commu- 
nications which  Berges  says  he  delivered  into  your  own  hands,  have 
stated  verbally  and  in  writing  the  falsity  of  the  "assume*!"  fapt,  but 
the  ex-minister  Berges  aflftrms  and  ratifies  it  in  his  sworn  declarations, 
at  the  same  time  that  you  say,  respecting  him,  that  you  do  not  suppose 
that  he  would  do  so  through  malice  towards  you,  since  you  had  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  ever  cherished  such  sentiments  towards  you. 

My  government  could  not  regard  with  indiflference  that  statement,  of 
so  important  a  nature,  concerning  the  package  of  communicadons  re- 
ferred  to,  and  it  could  not  give  any  ground  for  complaint  by  making  use  of 
it  in  official  communications,  much  more  after  what  has  passed.  1  repeat 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  making  such  a  complaint  as  is  contained  in 
your  note. 

I  will  ingenuously  confess  that  I  have  not  sufficient  light  on  the  sub- 
ject to  be  able  to  interpret  properly,  in  view  of  what  has  passed,  what 
you  say  to  the  effect  that,  if  you  had  been  earlier  informed  of  the  decla- 
ration of  Berges,  much  of  this  long  and  disagreeable  correspondence 
might  have  been  avoided,  for  even  now,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  you  oblige  me  to  maintain  this  same  correspondence  indefinitdy 
upon  this  subject,  and,  what  is  more,  upon  the  demand  made  for  the 
criminals.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  whom  you  retain  there  against  all  justice. 

In  your  note  of  the  25th  of  July,  in  giving  explanation,  you  have  had 
recourse  to  your  diary,  where  you  had  recx)rded  even  the  circumstance 
that,  visiting  Senora  Dofia  Junana  Carrillo  de  Jjopez,  you  found  her 
well,  but  ^^sad."  I  will  observe  that  that  same  diary  now  appears  defi- 
cient, when  you  do  not  remember  whether  or  not  you  sent  with  your 
correspon<lence  of  the  28th  of  April  any  letters  for  other  parsons;  and 
supposing  you  to  have  sent  such,  you  do  not  remember  for  whom.  With 
your  permission,  I  will  consign  here  some  declarations  which  are  not 
foreign  to  the  case. 

Antonio  de  las  Carreras  declares — 

That,  on  the  2Hth  of  April,  he  sent  a  letter  to  Caxias,  under  cover  to  D,  Jnan  Frandsw 
Oowland,  in  Buenos  Ay  res;  that  under  this  cover  he  sent  a  letter  to  Don  Juan  J«cuit« 
Bergen,  in  which  was  contained  the  said  letter  for  Caxias ;  that  the  deponent  delivered  thfe 
letter  to  Mr.  Washburn,  in  person,  to  be  sent  on  that  occasion,  and  that  in  fact  the  min- 
ister did  send  it  with  his  correspondence,  under  his  own  seal;  that  when  he  wrote  the 
letter  the  deiMinent  said  to  Mr.  Washburn,  "I  am  goiu^  to  improve  the  opportnuitr to 
write  my  coiTesiM>ndence  for  below ; "  to  which  the  minister  replied,  "  All  rijfht,  aodthJj 
he  should  hand  in  the  letters  the  next  day,  as  he  was  then  going  to  clost^  up  his  own;' 
the  deiMiuent  stating  here  that  although  he  did  not  expressly  say  to  Mr.  Washbiun  that 
he  was  going  to  write  to  Caxias,  he  [Mr.  Washburn]  so  uudei-stoml  it  to  be  so— that  i«  to 
say,  that  if  he  did  not  exjiress  that  idea,  the  minister  could  not  be  ignorant  of  it;  bat 
that  he  did  not  expressly  state  it  "because"  Mr.  Washburn  was  not  ignorant  of  it,sinff 
Mr.  Wa«hbiu-n  always  knew  of  the  correspondence  exclianginl  between  the  enemy  and 
the  revolutionists;  that  the  contents  of  the  letter  written  to  Caxias  was  an  ai'count of 
the  situation  of  the  country,  and  of  the  change  wrought  in  the  circiuustances  by  tb^- 
retreat  of  Marshal  Lopez  to  the  line  of  the  Tebicuari,  which  to  a  certain  degree  eon- 
fused  the  previous  plans  of  the  revolutionists,  and  the  cousequent  necessity  of  rcnifdy- 
ing  this  by  a  Imld  operation  as  soon  as  possible,  demanding  of  him  in  that  respect  U> 
send  the  colunni  otfered,  and  to  move  up  the  squadron  without  loss  «>f  time. 

That  by  the  gimboat  Wasp  he  received  the  last  letter  of  Caxias,  which  was  delivww 
to  him  by  Mr.  Washburn,  wno  then  received  a  package  of  letters  f«  r  Vasconrelloa,  wA 
having  gone  personally  to  take  it  to  him  in  his  chaora  in  Trinidad.  Viwconc^Uos  thew 
opened  the  pai'kage,  and  found  in  it  a  roll  of  letters  for  the  deponent,  which  he  deliveped 
to  the  same  conductor,  (Washburn,)  to  be  conveyed  to  the  dei>onent  at  the  legation: 
that  in  the  roll  came  a  letter  for  Anavitarte,  another  for  Tom<^,  and  three  for  the  <lfpo- 
nent,  one  of  which  was  that  from  the  Marquis  of  Caxias,  dated  the  Ifith  or  the  ISth  m 
March,  and  the  others  were,  one  from  his  brother  Eduardo,  and  another  frwD  Btttf?^ 
the  letter  of  Caxias  coming  in  that  of  the  latter. 
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This  statement  harmonizes  with  that  of  Vasconcellos,  who  says,  "that 
he  lately  received  by  the  gunboat  Wasp  a  large  letter  for  Oarreras, 
which'  luight  contain  about  four  sheets  of  letter  paper,  which  came  to 
him  in  the  package  from  the  Baron  de  Sousa,  and  the  Minister  Wash- 
bwn  carri^  it  to  him  in  his  chacra  at  Trinidad,  and,  opening  it  in  his 
presence,  he  found  the  said  letter  for  Carreras,  and  gave  it  him  to  be 
delivered  at  the  legation,  as  the  minister  did  immediately  upon  his 
return,''  thus  resulting  that  correspondences  have  been  carried  on  with 
impunity  between  the  revolutionary  conspirators  and  the  enemy  in  arms 
against  tlie  republic.  I  leave  to  the  just  appreciation  of  your  excellency 
this  fact,  and  pass  on. 

You  mention  in  your  note  that,  on  one  occasion,  when  you  were  about 
to  send  your  letters,  Berges  requested  you  to  include  some  for  him ;  that 
you  refused  to  do  so,  giving  for  reason  that  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  the 
faith  and  confidence  of  the  allies.  I  recognize  in  your  excellency  the 
principle  of  strict  neutrality,  which  you  observed  in  this  case,  by  your 
refosal  to  allow  Berges  to  send  letters  of  the  ministry  which  he  occu- 
pied; but  I  ought  to  protest  to  your  excellency  my  surprise  at  seeing 
by  your  own  declaration,  Mr.  Minister,  that  this  principle,  justly  observed 
as  towards  the  aUies,  has  not  been  so  well  kept  in  favor  of  the  Para- 
guayan government  and  i)eople,  and  that  the  flags  of  truce,  afforded  to 
Sie  minister  of  a  friendly  nation  for  his  official  correspondence  with  his 
government  and  colleagues,  have  come  to  be  the  guaranteed  safe  conduct 
to  carry  on  the  correspondences  of  the  enemy,  and  stir  up  treason  under 
the  guise  of  family  letters,  as  you  style  those  which  you  received  and 
sent  away  under  your  seal. 

"  How  that  mysterious  letter  of  Caxias  was  brought,"  says  your  excel- 
lency, '*  I  do  not  know,''  adding  that  you  cannot  conceive  any  means  but 
that  it  may  have  come  in  the  package  from  the  Baron  de  Sousa.  On 
this  jioint  you  will  allow  me  tx)  transcribe  the  following  declarations,  in 
addition  to  those  which  have  been  previously  inserted  from  Carreras. 
Berges  declares  anew: 

That  Mr.  Washburn,  having  received  among  his  communications  brought  by  the  gun- 
boat Wasp  the  last  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  (djrectecl  to  the  deiwiient,)  and  he 
being  in  tnis  encampment,  he  did  not  deliver  it  at  the  time  of  his  (Mr.  Washbum^s) 
visit  to  the  same  point,  but  awaited  his  return  to  the  capital  to  carry  it  to  him  person- 
ally, as  he  did  at  his  house  at  Salinares,  as  he  has  already  declared  before  the  tribimals, 
a  eircimistance  which  reveals  the  motive  of  Mr.  Washbum^s  knowledge  (circunstancia 
qae  revela  el  motivo  del  conocimiento)  of  the  correspondence  of  the  deponent  with  the 
^lemy's  general. 

That  his  reply  to  the  first  letter  of  Caxias  went  by  the  same  channel,  viz :  by  Mr. 
Washburn,  to  whom  the  deponent  delivered  it,  (on  an  occasion  when  he  had  come  to 
visit  him  in  the  ministry,)  with  the  address  to  one  Sefior  Brito,  successor  of  Octavijino, 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  not  doubting,  says  the  deponent,  that  Mr.  Washburn  knew  that  there 
was  contained  in  it  the  reply  to  Caxias,  since  he  already  understood  these  communica- 
rions,  although  they  did  not  then  speak  with  so  much  frankness  and  confidence  on  the 
subject  of  the  treason  to  overthrow  the  government  as  at  a  later  time,  when  Mr.  Wash- 
bum  had  gone  to  reside  in  the  country-house  at  Trinidad. 

Carreras  declares  as  follows  upon  this  point: 

That  he  has  the  most  profound  conviction,  and  would  be  wiUing  to  put  his  hands  in 
the  fire  to  assure  that  there  exist  in  the  office  of  the  American  minister,  and  probably 
in  an  iron  safe  there,  the  papers  brought  from  the  house  of  Berges,  as  he  has  previously 
declared. 

You  observe  that  it  does  not  appear  from  the  declaration  of  Berges 
that  anything  but  expressions  of  courtesy  passed  upon  your  second  visit 
of  July  3.  That  upon  that  occasion,  as  upon  the  previous  one,  you 
expre^ed  sympathy  for  his  sufferings  and  desired  to  be  of  some  use  to 
him.  Certainly  the  deponent  has  stated  nothing  very  special  concern- 
ing the  visit  of  that  day,  except  your  offer  as  minister  and  as  friend. 
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understanding  by  this  an  oflFer  of  asylum  for  any  unlooked-for  event. 
Notwitlistanding,  he  has,  in  his  declarations,  made  a  series  of  revelations 
of  importance,  which  I  shall  allow  myself  to  transcribe  so  far  ^  they 
relate  to  your  excellency  with  the  object  already  mentioned.    He  says: 

That  at  the  time  of  the  severe  iUness  of  his  excellency  the  marshal  in  Paso  Pucu^  in 
1866,  the  American  minister  called  upon  him,  or  wrote  to  him,  daily,  to  learn  his  excel- 
lency's state  of  health ;  that  for  this  reason  their  relations  became  very  frequent,  and 
began  by  indicating  to  him  the  necessity  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  allies,  indicatinc 
as  a  i>erson  very  proper  for  this  object  General  Bartolom^  Mitre,  since  he  could  speak 
with  him  with  inore  frankness  than  with  the  other  chieftains.  That  he  (Mr.  Wash- 
burn) went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  motive  of  the  war  was  nothing  but  the  question  of 
limits ;  that  Paraguay  had  not  the  means  of  peopling  the  great  deserts  of  her  territoiy 
without  calling  in  European  colonization,  whicn  was  very  unlikelv  to  come  to  the* 
missions  or  retired  places  until  the  republics  of  La  Plata  wtr^  settles!  up;  that  the  line 
from  the  Apa  to  the  Igatim^,  which  was  claimed  by  Brazil,  ought  to  be  ceded  to  that 
empire ;  and  the  Misiones  beyond  the  Parana,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  Oliaco,  to  the 
Argentine  Republic. 

That  when  Mr.  Washburn  paid  his  visit  to  the  Marquis  de  Caxias  to  treat  with  him 
about  peace  ammgements,  he  carried  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  desire  <»f  laboring  in 
favor  of  the  interests  of  Paraguay,  and,  on  the  contrary,  cherished  the  conviction  that 
Paraguay  would  be  conquered  and  subjugated  by  the  allied  forces;  that  fhe  said)  they 
had  great  resources,  being  in  contact  with  all  the  world,  and  that  Paraguay,  however 
she  might  rely  upon  the  abnegation  and  valor  of  her  sons,  who  deserved  to  enjoy  ^eater 
liberty,  could  never  be  victorious  on  account  of  the  lack  of  resources,  and  that  it  was 
pitiful  that  this  race  of  brave  men  should  disappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth;  that  if 
Washburn  left  the  capital  ill-disposed  to  treat  with  the  enemy's  general,  he  retnnied 
from  that  camp  with  even  worse  dispositions,  which  that  general  had  succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing. 

That  it  is  the  deponent's  opinion  that  when  Mr.  Washburn  made  such  effort*  to  return 
to  this  country  it  was  aU  a  farce,  in  order  to  deceive  the  Paraguayan  government,  and 
that  his  real  desire  was  to  labor  in  behalf  of  the  allies,  by  agreement  with  his  coUeagne 
in  Rio  Jeneiro,  the  general  who  is  the  American  minister  at  that  court.  In  addition  to 
the  conversations  ^vnich  the  deponent  has  had  with  Washburn,  who  always  endeavon;d 
to  discourage  him,  there  are  the  revelations  which  the  English  minister,  Mathewa,  made 
to  his  government,  and  which  certainly  place  Washburn  in  a  tight  place,  (dejan  colgado 
^  WashbiU'u.)  To  which  should  be  added  that  here  he  has  never  been  willing  to  gite 
credit  to  the  papers  of  the  country  when  they  gave  news  of  the  brilliant  feats  of  mdm 
and  partial  episodes  of  the  war,  saying  that  they  were  not  only  incre<lible  but  ridicu- 
lously fabulous,  and  that  these  exaggerations  coiild  pass  current  only  among  the  Para- 
guayans, who  were  for  the  most  part  a  rustic  and  ignorant  herd.  He  Vould  never  ewdit 
any  news  favorable  to  Paraguay  in  all  the  course  of  the  war ;  even  at  the  time  of  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Cunipay  ti  he  pretended  that  it  was  simply  a  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
referring  to  iufonuation  given  him  by  Mr.  Cochelet,  who  had  received  it  from  the  French 
agent,  who  was  present  at  that  combat. 

That,  in  fine,  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Washburn  is  completely  hostile  to  Paraguay  and  to  iu 
government,  and  that  he  constantly  sought  for  some  occasion  of  controversy  in  order  to 
;et  away  from  the  countrj-,  which  the  deponent  has  been  able  to  elude  by  calmingdown, 
y  means  of  his  personal  friendship,  Mr.  Washburn's  constant  tendency  to  prwuee  » 
breach. 

That  no  one  is  ignorant  of  the  hostility  which  the  ex-consul  of  France,  Mr.  Cochelet, 
always  manifested,  delighting  in  creating  obstacles  of  every  kind  for  the  government  of 
the  republic,  and  Ci>chelet  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Washburn's,  who  lamented  that 
he  had  been  replaced  by  a  man  so  null,  so  informal,  and  of  so  little  credit  as  Mr.  Caver- 
ville;  that  he  also  regretted  that  the  Italian  consul,  Mr.  Chaperon,  should  be  so  much 
under  the  influence  ofCuverville,  who  carried  him  always  in  tow ;  that  he  also  regretted 
that  there  was  no  agent  of  the  English  government  in  Asuncion,  since  a  concert  of  the 
four  might  have  made  a  fine  opposition  to  the  evacuation  of  the  capital,  and  would 
have  put  the  Paraguayan  government  to  its  trumps  (hubieran  pnesto  en  prensaj  before 
they  would  have  ai>andoned  their  posts. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  deponent,  Mr.  Washburn  has  received  money  from  the 
government  of  Brazil,  and  desired  to  get  some  out  of  the  Paraguayan  government,  to 
make  his  market  with  friend  and  foe,  and  since  he  has  not  succeeded  in  this,  his  constant 
and  daily  views  have  been  to  work  against  the  interests  of  the  country,  endeavoring 
to  produce  discouragement  among  its  sons. 

That  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Washburn  from  the  enemy's  camp,  on  the  occawon  of 
having  gone  there  for  the  peace  arrangements  referred  to,  in  one  of  the  visits  which  he 
made  to  the  deponent  in  the  office  of  his  ministry,  he  asked  for  a  map,  and  pointed  out 
the  ease  with  which  Caxias  could  extend  his  line  of  circumvallation  so  as  to  leave  Pa» 
PilciS  and  Humaita  blockaded  by  land,  adding,  "When  Humaita  is  taken,  aU  is  over." 
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That  to  this  the  deponent  replied,  ^^  We  should  still  have  the  line  of  the  Tehicuari,  that 
of  the  Parav  in  Villetta,  the  Cordillera,  and,  finally,  the  war  of  resources  such  as  Juarez 
waged  against  MaximiUan,"  and  that  Washburn  replied,  "  Juarez  deserved  the  sympa- 
thy of  afl  the  world,  and,  above  all,  that  of  the  American  government,  and  you  have 
not ;  he  received  supplies  from  all  parts,  which  you  are  destitute  of."  That  the  depon- 
ent affain  insisted  on  the  advantages  of  the  Une  of  the  Cordillera,  saying,  'Hhat  we 
ahoold  there  be  in  contact  with  the  agricultural  departments,  the  most  productive  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  is  on  the  Upper  Paraguay  that  we  have  the  createst  abund- 
ance of  cattle,  to  which  he  added  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  would  adbrd  a  defen- 
siTe  position  at  every  step,"  and  Washburn,  picking  up  his  hat,  said,  laughingly,  ^*  You 
are  very  brave,"  (es  V.  muy  guapo,)  and  withdrew. 

That  he  frequently  came  to  the  ministry  to  ask  news  from  the  army,  its  state,  and  that 
of  the  war ;  and  as  the  deponent  generally  replied  that  there  was  nothing  of  import- 
ance, he  nsed  generally  to  say  something  calculated  to  discourage  us,  as,  for  example, 
*'  that  he  knew  there  was  much  desertion  in  the  Paraguayan  anny ;  that  Caxias  nad 
received  f^eat  reinforcements ;  that  more  irou-clatls  had  arrived  from  Europe  to  the 
fiiode  la  Plat^;  that  the  war  was  very  popular  in  Brazil:  that  public  spirit  in  the 
Argentine  Republic  had  arisen  ;  that  the  aUies  could  get  all  the  money  they  wanted; 
that  the  national  cause  had  no  sympathy  in  Euroi)e,  where  the  enemy^s  press  drowned 
the  voices  of  our  few  f^ents  beyond  the  sea."  That  the  deponent  asked  where  he  got 
«ich  items  of  information,  and  Washburn  replied,  jokingly,  "  The  birds  have  told  me," 
smd  that  the  deponent  some  time  afterwards  made  use  of  this  expression,  asking  him, 
"  What  do  the  birds  say  f "  To  which  Washburn  sometimes  replied,  "  The  birds  are 
domb  at  present,  but  they  will  have  much  to  say  about  our  bad  situation."  That  since 
Mr.  Washburn  went  to  liVe  at  Trinidad  his  visits  became  less  frequent  to  the  ministry, 
bat  his  relations  were  more  frank.  That  the  object  of  his  visits  was  to  ask  for  news 
from  the  army,  and  when  the  deponent  said  to  him  that  he  knew  of  nothing  decisive, 
but  only  ))artial  engagements,  he,  Washburn,  would  reply  furiously  against  the  allies, 
with  the  following  or  similar  expressions :  "  They  are  unworthy  to  conquer ;  they  lose 
the  best  opportunity  of  subjugating  Paraguay,  now  that  you  are  ready  to  support  them, 
or  rather  to  do  all ;  Brazil  ought  to  be  struck  from  the  catalogue  of  nations  for  the  nul- 
lity of  it«  rulers  and  generals."  That  he  could  not  understand  why  they  did  not  improve 
the  rise  of  the  river  to  bring  up  a  force  in  their  iron-clads  and  other  vessels  to  land  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city ;  tliat  he  also  marvelled  and  lamented  that  the  movement 
by  laad  against  Caapucn  by  the  pass  of  the  Tebicuari  should  have  failed ;  that  some- 
times he  tliought  Caxias  distrusted  the  persons  who  had  written  to  him ;  and,  after  all, 
ftaid  he,  these  are  old  men's  proceedings,  men  who  are  incompetent  to  undertake  any- 
thing of  consequence. 

That  several  visits  passed  after  thifc  fashion,  Washburn  always  deploring  the  inactiv- 
ity of  the  allies,  until  one  day  he  came  to  the  ministry  smiling* and  in  good  humor,  say- 
ing ta  the  deponent,  "  So  then,  at  last,  they  have  made  the  movement  by  the  Tebicuari. 
for  I  liave  learned  that  the  allies  have  taken  two  *  partidos^  on  the  coast  of  the  Tebicuari 
(Guaznca  and  San  Juan)  without  any  resistance  from  the  Parncuayans ;  we  now  look 
for  the  ra<jvement  of  the  fleet,  and  you  (the  revolutionists)  ought  not  to  go  to  sleep, 
but  get  ready  to  formally  second  the  movement." 

That  on  this  same  occasion  he  inquired  of  the  deponent  if  Caxias  had  not  written  to 
the  committee  or  to  Don  Beniguo  to  inform  them  of  this  movement,  and  when  he  replied 
in  the  negative,  Washburn  donbt^nl  what  he  said,  remarking,  "You  have  no  confidence 
in  me :  yon  always  make  use  of  Paraguayan  distrust,  although  you  have  been  in  North 
America,  where  yon  ought  to  have  learned  something  of  our  frank  and  sincere  habits." 
To  which  the  deponent  replied  that  his  information  was,  that  there  had  only  been  a 
scouting  party  to  brin^  in  cattle ;  and  the  minister  replied,  "  Incursions  into  an  enemy's 
country  always  begin  m  that  manner,  by  sending  small  bodies  to  explore  the  ground 
and  calculate  the  resisrance  which  may  be  macle ;"  and  that  although  the  deponent 
endeavored  to  show  that  this  was  not  the  movement  waited  for  by  the  revolutionists, 
the  minister  was  so  blinded  with  this  idea,  that  he  continued  to  expect  the  prompt 
appearance  on  the  Tebicuari  of  the  principal  body  of  the  allied  force  which  was 
annonnced. 

That  on  another  occasion,  after  the  minister  had  ^one  to  his  country  residence,  he  had 
another  conversation  with  the  deponent  in  the  ministry,  and  said  to  him  that  by  a 
strange  coincidence  all  interests  were  placed  outside  of  the  country ;  that  he  (Waah- 
l>um)  remained  here  to  support  the  insurgent  Paraguayans,  doing  without  the  most 
necessary  things,  such  as  sugar,  brandy,  coflee,  wine,  maccaroni,  and  even  clothing, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  drink  but  the  cana  of  the  country ;  that  the  deponent 
replied,  **  As  I  have  been  told,  you  do  not  fare  so  badly  at  Yvyray,  and,  besides,  with 
money  and  yerba  you  can  buy  a  turkey,"  alluding  to  the  fact  that  Washburn  fr-equently 
aaked  the  deponent  for  yerba,  and  received  it  in  tercios  from  the  treasury  to  buy  fowls 
and  eggs,  and  that  the  expression  a  turkey  was  one  of  the  minister's  ways  of  expressing 
hrmsei^  the  deponent  here  adding  that  this  is  a  genuine  Yankee  expression. 

That  in  one  of  his  visits  to  the  deponent,  in  his  house  in  Salinares,  after  retuming 
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from  his  last  viait  to  the  anny,  the  miniBter  said  to  him,  "  Don't  you  Bee  how  thin  \»  V 
(alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  line  of  the  Tchicuari  was  already  &rtified  without  hav- 
ing giving  time  to  the  revolntionists.)  "I  shall  perhaps  be  obliged  to  leave  the  coun- 
try temporarily,  to  accompany  my  wife,  but  there  [out  of  the  country]  I  can  lie  more 
useful  to  you  [the  revolutionist]  by  laboring  in  your  behalf,  [in  favor  of  tbe  reTolution,M 
was  understood,  says  the  deponent,  since  the  minister  did  not  wish  to  use  openly  the 
words  revolution  or  conspiracy ;]  and  I  hope  to  be  back  within  a  year  ;'*  that  thede]M>neDt 
replied,  "  When  you  are  out  of  tlie  country  endeavor  to  be  sent  to  Chile  as  mini8ter,  as 
you  yourself  told  me  you  had  written  to  Mr.  Sewanl,  proposing  that  exchange ;"  t4)  which 
he  replie<l,  ^'  By  no  means  would  I  do  such  an  act  of  baseness,  being  compromised  with 
you  to  support  the  movement,'^  (revolution.) 

That  Mr.  Wiishbum  said  to  the  deponent,  after  returning  from  the  enemy's  camp,  that 
he  was  going  to  write  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  say  to  him  that  the  government  of  Marshal 
Lopez  WU8  losing  much  of  its  popularity  through  the  events  of  the  war,  and  that  even 
its  best  friends  were  falling  oft  from  it;  which,  according  to  the  deponent's  opinion,  Mr. 
Washburn  intended  to  write,  in  order  to  prepare  his  government  for  the  revolutionary 
movement  agreed  upon. 

That,  in  referring  to  this  incident,  deponent  wishes  to  make  known  how  far  Mr. 
Washburn  w^iis  then  opposed  to  this  republic  and  its  government,  after  his  conversa- 
tion with  the  enemy's  general,  under  pretext  of  a  i>eace  arrangement. 

That  at  the  same  time  he  also  said  that  the  war  ought  to  be  terminated ;  that  th** 
Argentine  government,  in  case  of  the  triumph  of  the  allies,  which  he  regardetl  as  sure, 
would  necessarily  take  all  the  missions  up  to  Tebicuari,  aud  the  country  would  be  It-ft 
about  as  big  as  my  hand,  (opening  his  hand  at  the  word :)  and  Brazil  would  take  the 
rest  of  the  country  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  adding  that  Brazil  spent  a  million  a 
day ;  adding  that  Faraway  having  to  pay  this  immense  debt,  it  would  fall  to  Brazil,  and 
form  part  of  that  empire,  and  would  thus  be  better  off  than  when  a  colony ;  that  thr 
deponent  objected  that  it  was  not  possible  that  Brazil  should  spend  a  million  a  day. 
since  even  North  America  in  the  great  civil  war  had  not  spent  more  ;  to  which 
Washburn  replied  that  that  was  at  the  beginning,  but  that  later  the  exiienses  had 
amounted  to  three  millions  a  day ;  adding,  *^  Above  all,  they  steal  a  great  deal  in  Brazil. 
so  as  to  make  up  the  million  a  day,  and  they  will  show  for  it  the  aooounU  of  ike 
Great  Captain:* 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  having  had  the  kindness  to  make  known 
to  me  the  note  of  the  Baron  de  Sousa,  charge  d'affaires  of  Portugal, 
and  for  all  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  set  forth  in  your  long  com- 
munication, in  fulfillment  of  the  desire  which  you  have  manifested  of 
clearing  up  the  facts  relative  to  the  treason  of  Berges  and  Ms  accom- 
plices. 

I  confidently  hope  that  with  these  new  items  of  information,  taken 
textually  from  the  declarations  of  the  criminals,  you  will  becoute  con- 
vinced of  the  grave  nature  of  the  affair  which  forms  the  subject  of  twr 
correspondence,  and  that,  taking  intp  consideration  my  previous  note  of 
July  81,  will  also  admit  the  reasons  alleged  by  this  ministry  to  show  that 
Porter  Cornelius  Bliss  and  George  F.  Masterman  are  not  members  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  but  treacherous  criminah»,  wha« 
like  others,  have  attempted  to  abuse  your  good  faith,  and  that,  a8  such. 
they  will  be  expelled,  to  appear  in  satisfaction  of  the  requirements  of 
justice,  fulfilling  in  this  manner  also  your  excellency's  desires,  that  if 
there  have  been  persons  who  have  thus  abused  your  confidence  and  hoe«- 
pitality,  it  did  not  become  you  to  ask  for  their  pardon,  but  rather  to 
demand  their  summary  punishment. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assuraace  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

GUMESDOK)  BENITEZ, 

His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washbubn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  Amerietu 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Sehor  Benitez. 

LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

A8U7iciony  August  11,  1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  bearing 
date  of  the  6th  instant,  but  not  received  by  me  till  the  evening  of  the  7th. 
In  this  note  you  advise  me  that  ex-Minister  Berges  has  made  another 
declaration,  giving  at  great  length  conversations  with  me,  from  which 
he  inferred  1  knew  long  ago  of  his  treason,  and  his  reasons  for  believing 
I  never  had  been  a  friend  of  Paraguay,  but  rather  a  friend  to  him  and 
bis  fellow-conspirators.  I  am  likewise  informed  that  Dr.  Carreras  has 
also  made  a  declaration,  in  which  he  acknowledges  that  he  was  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  and  that  he  sent  liis  letters 
through  this  legation,  and  that  I  was  at  the  time  aware  of  the  fact.  You 
also  take  occasion  to  protest  that  in  your  previous  note  you  had  no  inten- 
tion to  express  any  doubt  as  to  the  truth  of  my  words,  but  had  limited 
yourself  to  giving  the  declarations  of  criminals. 

Regarding  this  la.st  matter,  the  correspondence  itself  will  show  whether 
or  not  I  had  reason  to  complain.  But  you  will  remember  that  after  I  had 
distinctly,  and  in  language  as  clear  a^i  I  could  use,  declared  that  I  had 
never  received  any  p^ickage,  or  letter,  or  communication  of  any  kind 
from  Berges,  you  repeatedly  expressed  in  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo 
your  regret  that,  in  spite  of  all  your  friendly  efforts,  I  still  refused  to. 
deliver  up — not  the  package  that  he  said  he  delivered  to  me,  but  the 
j)ackage  which  he  did  deliver,  thus  assuming,  as  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
in  spite  of  my  absolute  denial,  he  had  done  so,  and  you  knew  it.  But 
I  have  no  wish  to  discuss  technical  or  verbal  questions.  Your  disclaimer, 
that  it  was  not  your  intention  to  question  the  truth  of  my  statements,  I 
shall  accept  as  satisfactory. 

Y'ou  then  state  that  it  is  not  your  fault  that  you  have  been  obliged  to 
put  in  your  oflBcial  correspondence  the  declarations  of  criminals,  as  you 
bad  in  a  friendly  manner,  in  the  personal  interview  of  the  25th  of  July, 
informed  me  of  all  that  you  afterwards  wrote  in  your  official  notes.    To 
this  I  must  object  to  this  extent:  You  told  me  that  you  knew  all;  that 
you  knew  I  had  received  such  a  package  from  Berges;  and  that  you 
also  knew  of  my  relations  with  the. traitors.    1  told  you  that  you  could 
not  know  of  things  which  did  not  exist.     But  you  did  not  tell  me  of  any 
specific  declaration  of  anybody,  and  I  had  no  more  idea  of  what  you 
were  alluding  to,  or  of  what  might  be  the  i)urport  of  your  next  note, 
than  I  now  have  of  the  questions  to  be  discussed  this  evening  by  the 
Parliament  of  England.    As  I  knew  of  no  such  package,  and  as  I  had 
never   heard  the  words  conspiration,  combination,  collusion,  or  corre- 
spondence with  the  enemy,  and  did  not  believe  there  were  any  persons  in 
the  country  so  utterly  recklcvss  and  foolish  as  to  engage  in  any  such 
<lesperate  enterprise,  I  think  I  was  justified  in  saying  that  in  coming  to. 
ine  for  information  you  were  seeking  after  impossibilities.    You  were 
looking  for  proof  where  it  did  not  exist. 

The  report  of  the  declaration  of  Dr.  Carrc^ras,  as  given  to  me  in  your 
not«*,  is  so  full  of  news,  and  contains  so  many  statements  of  occurrences 
and  *  circumstances  that  I  never  heard  of  or  suspected  before,  that  it 
s<*ems  to  be  unnecessary  to  examine  them  in  detail.  I  will  therefore  give, 
to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection,  all  that  I  know  of  him  or  his  doings  in  this 
country. 

A.  long  time  ago — ^I  think  nearly  a  year — at  a  time  when,  owing  to 
etjrtain  rumors,  it  was  believed  that  the  war  was  not  going  o'n  favorably 
oO  D  c — ^VOL.  II 
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to  the  cause  of  Paraguay,  Dr.  Carreras  came  to  my  house,  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation  expressed  his  apprehension  that  if  the  allies  were 
to  succeed  he  would  be  in  very  g^reat  danger ;  that  he  was  very  obnox- 
ious to  them  by  reason  of  the  active  part  he  had  taken  against  them,  as 
head  of  the  government  of  Montevideo,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war.    I  told  him  that,  in  such  emergency,  whenever  he  felt  the  danger 
to  be  nigh,  if  he  came  to  my  house,  I  would  give  him  all  the  protection 
that  my  legation  and  flag  could  afford.    Nothing  more  was  ever  said  on 
that  subject  till  we  received  the  news  that  a  part  of  the  enemy's  squad- 
ron had  passed  Humaita.    The  next  day  Rodriguez  Larreta  came  to  my 
house,  and  said  that  Carreras  was  then  inclined  to  except  my  offer  of 
months  before,  and  that  if  it  was  agreeable  to  me,  he  would  accompany 
him.    I  told  him  to  act  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  and  that  I  should 
do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  and  protect  all  persons  who  might  be  ohnox- 
ious  to  the  enemy.    The  next  day,  if  I  recollect  aright,  they  both  came 
in,  and  I  gave  them  shelter.    We  all  believed  that  their  residence  here 
would  be  but  a  temporary  affair — a  few  days  more  or  less.    Yet,  when 
the  ironclads  came  up  the  next  day,  and  returned  after  making  snch  a 
sorry  exhibition  of  themselves,  it  appeared  that  though  they  had  passed 
Humaita,  the  enemy  were  afraid  to  take  the  chances  of  a  general  and 
decisive  battle.    Then  both  Carreras  and  Rodriguez  expressed  their 
fears  that  they  were  an  incumbrance  in  our  famUy;  but  we  told  them 
to  be  easy  on  that  score ;  the  town  having  been  evacuated,  we  wanted 
company,  and  as  they  were  both  men  of  education  and  intelligence,  ve 
preferred  that  they  should  remain  with  us.    One  important  object  in 
this  was  that  we  might  learn  Spanish.    They  remained,  therefore,  bnt 
never  was  a  word,  or  hint,  or  expression  made  in  my  hearing  or  to  my 
knowledge,  by  either  of  them,  in  regard  to  any  conspiration,  revolatioo, 
or  political  combination  against  the  government.    On  the  contrary,  when 
I  went  down  to  San  Fernando,  Dr.  Carreras  requested  me  particularly 
to  advise  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez  of  the  i)ecuniary  loss  he  was 
subjected  to  by  remaining,  and  to  say  that  he  came  here  as  the  deter 
mined  enemy  of  Brazil  and  her  policy,  and  that  he  had  not  changed  his 
opinions  since  he  had  been  here,  and  that  if  he  could  get  away,  it  was 
his  purpose  to  go  to  the  Pacific  States,  to  enlist  them  in  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  Paraguay.    These  representations  I  made*  to  his  excellency, 
but  as  I  saw  he  was  not  disi>osed  to  give  a  favorable  answer,  I  »^ 
reported  to  Carreras  on  my  return.    But  though  he  seemed  to  be  disap- 
pointed, he  never  intimated  to  me  any  knowledge  of  a  conspiracy,  or 
gave  me  the  least  intimation  that  he  had  ever  had  any  commuuicatioB 
with  Caxias. 

A  few  days  previous  to  receiving  information  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Wasp  at  Curupayti,  I  had  sent  away  my  last  desjiatches  for  Washinf:- 
ton — ^tbat  is,  on  the  28th  of  April.  You  express  regret  that  I  should  not 
have  noted  in  my  diary  the  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  I  sent  letters. 
I  also  regret  it.  But  such  is  the  fact,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  remedy 
it.  The  declaration  of  Carreras,  however,  calls  to  mind  one  circnm 
stance  that  I  had  previously  forgotten.  It  is,  that  he  sent  letters  at  that 
time  under  cover  to  John  F.  Gowland.  That,  1  l>elieve,  is  correct  He 
•did  send  his  letters  thus  addressed,  thinking,  or  pretending  to  think, 
that  being  thus  directed,  there  would  be  less  danger  that  they  would  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  than  if  directed  to  members  of  his  own 
family.  He  professed  to  fear  lest  his  letters  would  be  intercepted  or 
opened  on  the  other  side,  and  therefore  sent  them  to  a  friend  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  to  avoid  suspicion.  I  had  known  Mr.  Gowland  as  the  most  enthu- 
siastic friend  of  Paraguay  I  had  ever  met  in  Buenos  Ayres  or  Monte 
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video,  and  as  Carreras  said  bis  letters  were  only  family  letters,  I  could 
not  iiaagiue  that  any  Paraguayan  interest  could  be  prejudiced  by  send- 
ing them.  I  may  have  been  wrong  in  sending  letters  for  anybody  with- 
out first  knowing  their  contents,  but,  as  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
had  already  asked  me  to  do  the  same  thing  for  him,  I  could  not  suppose 
that  the  government  would  object  to  my  sending  family  letters  from  per- 
sons holding  no  ofiicial  position.  If  Berges,  as  minister,  could  ask  me 
to  send  his  letters  at  a  time  when  I  believed  him  a  loyal  man  and  a  patriot, 
can't  bis  government  complain  with  justice  that  I  sent  family  letters 
for  other  persons?  But  why  ask  questions  of  this  kind!  The  govern- 
ment does  not  complain  that  I  did  not  send  the  letters  of  Berges,  but 
that  I  did.  I,  on  the  contrary,  say  that  I  never  did  send  a  letter  for 
him  under  flag  of  truce,  and  I  never  could  send  any  in  any  other  way 
since  my  return  from  Paso  Pucu,  in  March,  18G7,  at  which  time  I  pre- 
sumed Berges  was  still  loyal;  and  in  sending  through  his  letters  and 
other  correspondence  I  supposed  I  was  doing  a  favor  to  the  government. 

After  my  return  from  San  Fernando  nothing  occui-red  to  vary  the 
monotony  until,  on  the  16th  of  June,  Leite  Pereira  and  his  wife  ap- 
peared here,  to  the  surprise  and  regret  of  all,  and  asked  permission  * 
to  stay.  I  could  not  turn  them  away  without  exposing  myself  to  the 
charge  of  inhospitality,  and  though  in  my  judgment  his  coming  here 
was  au  unwise  step,  yet,  if  he  preferred  to  remain,  and  see  if  the  govern- 
ment had  anything  against  him,  he  might  do  so.  This  resolution  of 
mine  was  approved  by  both  Carreras  and  Kodriguez,  and  they  both 
agreed,  with  me,  that  it  was  not  a  wise  step  for  Pereira  to  take.  We 
knew,  or  at  least  I  knew,  nothing  of  the  relations  of  Pereira  with  the 
government,  except  what  he  then  told  me.  And  I  remember  well  that 
on  the  day  of  his  aiTival  Rodriguez  told  me  he  had  told  Pereira  that  if 
the  government  had  anything  against  him — if  he  was  in  any  way  impli- 
cated in  any  transaction  that  might  compromise  him — he  ought  to  con- 
fess all  and  everything  to  me  confidentially  before  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  my  legation,  and  exposing  me,  my  family,  and  all  the  other 
inmates  of  my  house  to  the  annoyance  and  pain  that,  if  there  were  any- 
thing serious  against  him,  would  result  from  his  coming  here.  But 
Pereira  always  said  there  was  and  could  be  notliing  against  him,  except 
that  he  had  spent  all  his  own  money,  and  all  he  could  borrow,  to  relieve 
the  necessities  of  destitute  foreignej-s,  trusting  that  they  or  their  friends 
or  their  governments  would  repay  him  after  the  war.  He  always  i)ro- 
tested,  however,  that  he  had  no  security  nor  assurance  from  any  gov- 
ernment that  a  single  shilling  would  ever  be  repaid  to  him. 

When,  on  the  27th  of  June,  you  requested  me  to  deliver  up  the  said 
Leite  Pereira,  you  will  recollect  I  declined  to  do  so,  and  in  my  note  of 
the  next  day  I  took  the  ground  that  I  was  under  no  obligations  either 
to  deliver  up  or  send  from  my  legation  any  person  who  was  not  specifi- 
cally accused  of  some  grave  oflfence  against  the  government  or  laws.  I 
have  ever  since  strictly  adhered  to  this  position,  and  when  1  received 
your  note  of  the  11th  of  July,  repeating  your  request  that  he  and  all 
the  others  not  belonging  to  the  legation  should  be  sent  away  from  it, 
but  making  no  specific  charge  against  him  or  any  one  else,  I  told  them 
all  that  they  might  go  or  stay;  that  1  should  turn  no  one  into  the  streets 
till  some  charge  was  made.  Pereira  was  of  o])iuion,  in  which  Carreras, 
lUnlriguez,  and  myself  concurred,  that  he  had  better  go  voluntarily,  as, 
if  the  government  had  nothing  against  him,  he  would  have  nothing  to 
fear,  and  if  it  had,  it  would  certainly  get  possession  of  him,  either  by 
making  a  specific  charge  or  by  taking  him  away  by  force.  The  next 
ds^y  Carreras  and  Rodriguez  were  called  for  in  still  more  ul-gent  terms; 
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but  as  no  specific  charge  was  made  against  them,  I  told  them,  as  I  had 
told  Pereira  the  day  before,  that  they  could  go  or  stay,  as  to  them  should 
api)ear  the  better  course.  They  both  said  that  the  government  had  not, 
and  could  ndt  have,  any  specific  charge  against  them;  that  they  had 
done  nothing  during  their  residence  in  Paraguay  that  could  compromise 
either  themselves  or  anybody  else;  and  that,  if  every  act  of  their  lives 
were  known  to  the  government,  not  a  thing  could  be  discovered  hostile 
to  it.  They,  therefore,  said  that  if  I  would  promise  to  remain  in  Para- 
guay till  the  close  of  the  war  they  would  not  leave  the  legation,  as,  if  I 
refused  to  send  them  away  till  direct  charge  was  alleged  to  them,  which 
charge,  they  said,  it  was  impossible  to  make,  they  did  not  believe  that 
the  government-\vould  take  them  by  force.  But  I  told  them  I  could  not 
promise  to  remain  in  Paraguay  till  the  end  of  the  war;  I  was  every  day 
expecting  the  American  gunboat,  that  would  probably  bring  me  instruc- 
tions to  return  immediately  to  the  United  States,  and  also  very  likely 
bring  a  successor  to  take  "my  place  as  minister.  Under  those  circuiii- 
stances  I  could  not  promise  to  remain  in  Paraguay  to  the  end  of  the  wju*. 
They  both  said,  then,  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  go  away  volnn 
tariiy,  as  a  few  days  or  weeks,  more  or  less,  would  make  little  difference, 
and  if  the  fortune  of  war  were  to  be  finally  adverse  to  Paraguay,  they 
would  at  last  be  exposed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  from  whom 
they  expected  little  mercy.  Carreras  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  dan 
gers  to  which  he  would  be  exposed  if  ever  he  fell  into  the  enemie> 
hands,  and,  I  thought,  did  not,  when  he  left,  appear  quite  satisfied  with 
my  course.  He  seemed  to  think  that  I  ought  to  have  promised  to  stay 
till  the  end  of  the  war.  He  may  have  felt  a  deep  resentment  towanis 
me  on  that  account;  but  it  is  hard  for  me  to  believe  that  from  such 
motive  he  would  fabricate  a  series  of  such  monstrous  falsehoods  as 
appear  in  his  declaration,  and  try  to  implicate  me  as  knowing  of  a  con- 
spiration of  whose  exivStence  I  had  not  the  most  remote  idea.  But  I  i*an 
think  of  no  other  motive  that  could  have  induced  him  to  make  a  declara- 
tion so  false  and  so  >vicked.  In  fact,  the  more  1  know  of  this  affair,  the 
greater  is  the  mystery  in  which  I  am  involved.  I  can  make  nothing  i»l 
it  except  that,  directly  under  my  eyes,  there  was  a  horrible  conspiracy 
being  formed,  of  which  I  knew  or  suspected  nothing,  and  that  the  }»ar- 
ties  to  it,  {ifter  having  abused  my  confidence  and  hospitality,  have  soujrht 
to  divert  the  world's  indignation  from  themselves  by  implicating  in  their 
crimes  the  minister  of  a  great,  a  powerful,  and  an  hononible  nation.  1 
may  be  wrong  in  my  susi)icions.  God  knows  I  would  not  wrongfully  or 
unjustly  accuse  or  suspect  anybody;  but  that  there  has  been  ti-eacbery, 
ingratitude,  and  villainy  practiced  upon  me  in  some  quarter  is  but  !««► 
evident.  All,  however,  will  some  day  be  made  clear,  and  tla*  guilty 
parties  must  hold  a  place  in  the  history  of  infamv  never  before  panii- 
leled. 

As  this  statement  of  mine  is  entirely  inconsistent  with,  and  dirwtly 
<*ontradicts,  everything  in  the  declaration  of  Carreras,  it  is  not  neees,s:iry 
to  deny  in  detail  the  numerous  falsehoods  which  it  contains.  The  two 
statements  are  directly  at  variance.  There  is  no  possibility  of  liarnio* 
uizing  or  mixing  the  two.  One  or  the  other  is  a  string  of  monRtnni> 
falsehoods,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  government  of  Paraguay  to  pronouuif 
which  it  will  accept  as  the  true  one. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  in  this  declaration  of  Carreras  on  which 
I  would  be  glad  to  have  further  information.  It  is  that  where  he  Sin> 
he  has 

The  most  i>rofonii(l  conviction  tliat  there  exists  in  the  oflfice,  of  this  lei^ntion — ^proha>»l\ 
in  an  iron  Ktife  tlieie — the  papers  bronght  from  the  house  of  Berges,  as  he  has  previool} 
cleilared 
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Of  course,  I  cannot  know  for  a  certainty  that  among  the  multiplicity 
of  sealed  papers,  tninks,  and  boxes  that  have  been  left  in  my  house 
within  the  la^t  six  months,  that  none  of  them  contain  the  papers  referred 
to.  Yet  I  do  not  believe  it.  But  if  there  be  such  papers  here,  and  the 
person  who  left  them  or  sent  them  will  send  me  a  written  order  for  their 
delivery,  and  give  such  a  description  of  the  package  that  I  may  know 
it,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  deliver  it.  But  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
such  papers. 

The  statement  of  Vasconcellos,  that  there  was  a  letter  for  Carreras  in 
the  package  sent  by  the  Baron  de  Sousa,  and  that  I  brought  it  in  from 
his  chacra  and  delivered  it,  contains,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  but  two  errors; 
and  as  these  are  not  important,  his  declaration  may  be  considered  as 
truthful  in  comparison  with  the  others.  He  says  he  opened  the  package 
of  Baron  de  Sousa  in  my  presence,  and  that  the  letter  which  he  deliv- 
ered to  me  for  Carreras  was  a  large  one.  Neither  of  these  statements 
is  correct.  He  took  the  package  inside  to  open  it,  while  I  sat  outside, 
and  brought  out  some  of  his  own  letters,  which  he  read,  and  {ifterwards 
gave  me  not  a  large,  but  a  very  small,  letter  for  Carreras,  which  I  brought 
in  and  delivered.  But  I  do  not  mention  this  to  correct  the  misstate- 
ments of  Vasconcellos;  I  allude  to  it  only  to  protest  against  the  com- 
plaint made  by  you,  that  I  have  thus  been  a  cMnnel  of  communication 
between  the  conspirators  and  the  enemy.  I  had  received  a  package 
from  the  Baron  de  Sousa,  Portuguese  charge  d'aftaires  in  Montevideo, 
for  the  Portuguese  vice-consul  in  Asuncion.  Was  it  not  my  duty  to 
deliver  it!  I  knew  nothing,  suspected  nothing,  of  its  contents,  and  I 
did  as  I  had  always  done  when  letters  had  come  to  my  care  from  beyond 
the  lines — that  is,  I  delivered  it,  asking  no  questions.  AMien  Berges 
was  minister,  I  have  received  documents  and  communications  for  the 
Poreign  Office  that  had  been  sent  to  me,  and  I  promi)tly  delivered  them. 
AVhat  else  could  I  do!  If  there  were  treasonable  letters  in  his  corre- 
pondence,  was  it  my  fault!  If  a  gunboat  should  come  to-morrow,  and 
bring  more  correspondence  for  your  ministry,  shall  I  not  instantly  deliver 
it  f  Or  shall  I  say  tliat  because  one  minister  has  been  proved  a  traitor, 
and  lest  there  be  more  treason  in  the  letters  sent  to  my  care,  I  will 
believe  nothing!  I  think  that  on  further  reflection  you  will  admit  that, 
in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  that  paekage,  I  did  only  what  in  duty  and 
courtesy  I  was  bound  to  do. 

But  dismissing  the  declarations  of  Carreras  and  Vasconcellos,  I  pass 
to  that  of  Berges;  and  I  will  remark  that,  were  it  not  for  the  gravitj^  of 
the  subject,  it  woidd  aftbrd  me  much  amusement  to  expose  its  contradic- 
tions and  absiu'dities.    1  shall  show  from  the  declaration  itself  that  it 
contains  as  many  falsehoods  and  contradictions  as  it  has  senteucesj  that 
HI y  best  and  most  friendly  acts  towards  Paraguay  have  been  studiously 
and  maliciously  perverted,  and  that,  so  far  from  his  bearing  no  malice 
towards  me,  he  has  for  a  long  time  been  treasuring  up  the  most  inno- 
cent and  harmless  expressions,  to  mis(iuote  and  misrepresent  them,  with 
all  the  devilish  malignity  of  an  inquisitor.    What  his  original  motive 
was  I  do  not  know.    Whether  it  was  that  he  had  heard  I  hfid  wspoken  to  his 
excellency  the  President  of  his  reserv^e  and  want  of  frankness  with  me, 
or  whether  he  hated  me  from  a  consciousness  that  I  would  not  be  a 
I>arty  to  his  conspiracy,  or  whatever  wjis  his  motive,  it  now  appears 
that  my  charitable  judgment  that  he  had  not  acted  from  malice  towards 
lue  was  a  great  mistake. 

I  regret  that  Berges  has  not  yet  given  the  date  of  his  linst  treason, 
and  told  us  when,  from  a  patriot,  he  turned  traitor.  Without  the  knowl- 
eilge  of  that  fjict,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  make  anything  intelligible 
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from  the  wbole  of  his  lon^,  confused,  and  contradictory  declaration. 
At  one  time  he  represents  himself  as  talking  to  me  like  a  loyal  man  and 
a  patriot:  then  he  talks  of  the  plans  of  himself  and  his  fellow  revoln- 
tionists;  and  then  again  is  acting  the  part  of  a  patriot  and  friend  of  his 
country,  changing  thus  his  character  as  readily  as  a  harlequin  in  a 
pantomime. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  in  detail  this  jargon  of  contradictions, 
this  medley  of  patriotism  and  treason. 

And  first  I  will  take  up  his  statement  that  when  I  made  my  second 
visit  to  him  at  his  house  in  the  Salinares  I  expressed  my  sympathy  for 
him  in  his  sickness,  and  my  desire  to  be  of  service  to  him,  he  under- 
stood by  that  that  I  would  give  him  asylum  in  my  legation  in  any 
unlooked-for  event.  He  afterwards  speaks  of  that,  not  a«  an  asylum 
against  the  enemy,  but  against  the  government  of  Paraguay.  This  is  a 
8elf-e^ident  absurdity.  If  there  were  to  be  a  revolution,  or  ''pronnn- 
ciamento,''  and  it  were  to  be  successful,  there  would  be  no  need  of  asylum 
for  any  of  the  parties  engaged  in  it;  and  if  it  were  unsuccessftil,  was  he 
80  stupid,  or  I  so  ignorant,  as  to  suppose  that  the  conspirators  could 
Cvscape  the  punishment  of  their  treason  by  taking  refnge  in  my  legation! 
How,  then,  could  he  understand  a  simple  expression  of  courtesy-  to  mean 
an  offer  absurd  and  ridiculous  in  its  very  terms?    It  is  impossible. 

I  next  pass  to  his  very  grave  accusation — that  when  his  excellency 
Marshal  Loi>ez  was  sick  at  Paso  Pucu,  in  1866, 1  often  went  or  sent  to 
inquire  after  his  health.  He  also  says  that  I  spoke  to  him,  about  that 
time,  of  the  necessity  of  making  terms  of  peace  with  the  allies,  indicating 
General  Bartolom^  Mitre  as  a  proper  person  to  negotiate  with ;  to  which 
he  adds  that  I  ma<le  various  remarks  on  the  questions  involved  in  the 
war,  and  the  terms  that  Paraguay  ought  to  make  with  the  enemy.  Of 
any  such  conversation  I  have  not  the  faintest  recollection.  Yet  tliat 
the  whole  statement  is  so  absurd  as  to  prove  its  falsity  you  will  see  hy 
reference  to  dates.  ' 

It  was  not  till  the  8th  of  November,  1866,  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
on  my  return  from  the  United  States.  To  get  here  I  had  si)ent  a  year 
and  two  months,  during  which  I  had  been  exposed  to  almost  every  incon 
venience  and  annoyance  imaginable.  I  had  been  rudely  treated  in  Buenos 
Ayres  by  the  Brazilian  minister,  Octaviano;  I  had  had  ray  letter  from 
the  Argentine  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Elizalde,  repudiated  by  General 
Mitre,  though  he  had  previously  promised  to  respect  it ;  I  had  been  rudely 
told  by  Admiral  Tamandare  that  I  should  not  pass  through  his  lines: 
and,  what  was  worst  and  most  mortif>ing  of  all,  I  receivecl  no  support 
or  sympathy  from  any  representative  high  in  the  confidence  of  my  own 
government  except  from  my  late  colleague  in  Buenos  Ayres,  the  bravo 
and  noble  old  soldier,  (Heaven  rest  his  soul !)  General  Ashboth.  Yet  1 
forced  my  way  through,  greatly  to  the  disgust  of  both  Mitre  and  Taman 
dare.  I  had  not  seen  Mitre  for  four  months  before,  or  since  I  had  writ 
ten  him  a  strong  protest  against  my  detention  and  against  his  duplicity 
and  bad  faith  towards  me.  And  yet  Berges  says  that  I  had  no  sooner 
got  here  than  I  proposed  Mitre  as  the  proper  i>er8on  with  whom  to  nego^ 
tiate  terms  of  peace.  The  mere  statement  of  the  facts  is  a  sufficient  refii 
tation  of  this  clause  of  his  declaration. 

The  next  allegation  of  Berges  is,  that  when  I  went  to  visit  the  Marqol^ 
de  Caxias,  to  treat  about  peace,  T  had  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  desire  of 
laboring  for  the  interests  of  Paraguay,  and  in  proof  of  it  he  then  reports 
me  as  saying  the  very  things  in  regard  to  Paraguay  and  its  people  that 
their  best  friends  might  and  naturally  would  have  said  under  the  cirenm 
stances.    He  adds  that  if  I  was  badly  affected  when  I  left  to  treat  with 
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the  enemy's  general,  I  was  still  worse  after  my  return.  As  he  gives  no 
reason  for  this  opinion,  I  am  led  to  infer  that  he  judged  me  to  be  friendly 
to  Caxias  fix)m  the  tone  of  my  letter  to  him  after  my  return  from  his 
encampment.  From  his  captiousuess  and  his  complaints  of  my  lack  of 
zeal  in  behalf  of  Paraguay  at  that  time,  I  conclude  that  he  was  then  acting 
the  patriot  and  not  the  traitor. 

The  next  count  in  the  declaration  of  Berges  being  only  an  expression 
of  opinion  that  all  my  eftbrts  to  return  to  Paraguay  were  but  a  farce  to 
deceive  this  goverment,  and  that  my  real  desire  was  to  serve  the  allies, 
I  will  pass  it  by  with  the  simple  remark  that,  should  it  ever  meet  the  eye 
of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  it  will  doubtless  cause  a  grim  sardonic  smile, 
and  that  Admiral  Tamandare  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  when  the 
Shamokin  forced  the  blockade,  against  all  his  protests  and  objections,  it 
was  doing  so  in  the  interest  of  himself  and  his  allies. 

To  the  charge  that  I  never  gave  credit  to  the  papers  of  the  country 
when  they  published  news  of  brilliant  feats  of  arms,  1  have  to  say  that  I 
freely  admit  that  I  have  thought  some  of  the  reports  of  victories  in  the 
Semanario  were  a  little  exaggerated.  But  this  opinion  I  never  expressed 
where  I  supposed  it  could  dampen  the  spirit  or  hopes  of  the  people.  In 
conversing  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  I  saw  no  reason  why  1 
should  not  express  my  real  opinions.  My  object  was  always  to  endeavor 
to  learn  as  much  as  possible  of  the  actual  situation,  and  to  judge  from 
that  whether  1  could  devise  any  means  by  which  a  peace,  honorable  and 
advantageous  to  Paraguay,  could  be  effected. 

Bur  though  there  is  a  grain  of  truth  in  what  Berges  says  of  my  not 
giving  ^redence  to  all  that  was  published  in  the  Semanario,  it  seems  he 
conld  not  state  even  that  without  mixing  it  up  with  several  palpable 
self-evident  falsehoods.  He  says  that  I  even  discredited  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  allies  at  Curupayti,  and  that  I  said  it  was  simply  a  retreat, 
and  that  I  gave  as  my  authority  the  late  French  consul  here,  M.  Cochelet, 
who  had  received  the  information  from  the  French  agent,  who  was  present 
at  the  combat  At  the  time  the  battle  of  Cunipayti  was  fought  I  had  not 
arrived  in  the  country.  I  w^  still  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  I  remember 
well  that  the  Buenos  Ayres  papers  spoke  of  it  as  a  most  terrible  and  disas- 
trous defeat  for  the  allies.  It  was  six  weeks  after  that  before  I  arrived 
here,  and  yet  lierges  represents  that  after  my  arrival  I  tried  to  make  it 
appear  that  it  was  no  defeat  at  all. 

The  next  point  that  Berges  makes  is,  that  I  was  constantly  seeking  for 
some  occasion  of  controversy,  and  in  order  to  get  away  from  the  country. 
I  was  not  aware  before  that  a  foreign  minister  must  get  up  a  controversy 
or  have  a  breach  with  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  in  order 
to  leave  the  country.  I  had  supposed  that  he  had  only  to  ask  for  his 
passports^  and  the  government  was  jaot  only  bound  to  give  them,  but  to 
famish  him  with  the  means  of  going  away.  The  exact  contrary  of  what 
Berges  says  is  the  truth.  I  have  indeed  long  been  desirous  of  returning 
to  the  United  States,  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  remain,  though  much 
against  my  interest,  either  till  the  war  was  ended  or  my  successor  should 
arrive.  But  Berges  says  that  by  means  of  his  personal  friendship  he  wa« 
able  to  qcdet  me,  and  prevent  me  from  having  a  breach  with  the  govern- 
ment. I  say,  however,  that  previous  to  his  leaving  for  Paso  Pucu,  in 
February,  there  was  scarcely  a  wave  or  ruffle  of  discord  between  me  and 
the  government  of  Paraguay.  Personally  I  had  always  been  treated  with 
marked  kindness  by  both  government  and  people,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  him  or  anybody  else  to  show  the  occasion  that  I  tried  to  make  a 
breach  of  our  friendly  relations. 
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Respeetinf?  the  allegation  that  I  was  an  intimate  friend  of  M.Cochelet, 
and  my  oi)inion8  and  remarks  upon  his  successor  and  the  Italian  consul, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  though  1  have  expressed  the  opinion  to  others 
that  the  latter  ought  not  to  have  left  their  posts  to  which  they  were 
appointed  for  one  not  known  to  their  re8i)ective  governments,  I  do  not 
see  that  such  being  my  opinion  why  I  should  not  express  it. 

Berges's  opinion  that  I  have  received  money  from  the  Brazilian  govern- 
ment, and  that  because  I  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  the  same  with  that 
of  Paraguay,  I  have  therefore  tried  to  work  against  it,  is  perhaps  wortli 
as  much  as  that  of  any  other  man  who  knows  nothing  of  the  matter.  I 
would  ask^  however,  if  it  is  quite  just  and  proper  to  put  such  a  statement 
in  an  official  note  when  not  a  particle  of  evidence  is,  or  can  be,  adduced 
to  support  it. 

There  are  several  conversations  reported  in  this  declaration  of  Bergea 
of  which  I  had  no  recollection.  When  I  was  in  the  camp  of  C'axias  he 
told  me  that  General  Osorio  would  soon  be  at  Itapua  with  10,000  troops, 
and  after  my  return  I  remember  looking  over  the  map  with  Berges  in  his 
office,  and  asking  him  concerning  the  forces  that  Marshal  Lopez  would 
have  to  oppose  him,  if  he  should  attempt  to  march  with  that  force 
directly  on  the  capital.  Berges  remarked  that  if  such  a  thing  were 
attempted  by  Osorio  not  a  man  of  his  whole  army  would  escape  ahve. 
When  at  Paso  Pucu  a  short  time  before  I  had  discussed  the  same  thing 
with  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez.  I  talked  with  Berges  on  various  occa- 
sions of  the  prospects  of  the  war,  and  the  dangers  to  be  averted,  and  sup- 
posed that  all  I  said  would  be  taken  as  the  word  of  a  friend,  taking  it  for 
granted  that  if  I  said  anything  of  sufficient  importance  to  merjt  it,  he 
would  communicate  it  to  his  excellency  at  Paso  Pucu.  Many  of  his  state- 
ments, however,  such  as  that  the  war  was  x)opular  in  Brazil,  that  the  public 
spirit  in  the  Argentine  Republie  was  aroused,  that  the  allies  could  get  all 
the  money  they  required — which  he  alleges  that  I  made  at  different  time&— 
cannot  be  true,  as  I  had  no  information  on  which  to  base  such  opinions, 
and  the  little  information  I  did  have  was  entirely  to  the  contrary.  Many 
rumors  used  to  be  afloat — some  false,  and^  some  that  afterwards  proved 
true.  Whenever  speaking  of  these  rumors,  if  for  any  reason  I  did  not 
wish  to  give  the  name  of  my  informant,  I  sometimes  said,  if  asked  how 
I  had  obtained  my  information,  that  the  birds  had  whisi)ered  it  to  me; 
and  I  remember  that  some  days  before  I  heard  of  the  passsige  of  the  iron- 
clads by  Humaita,  he  told  me  we  should  soon  have  important  news  from 
below,  and  when  I  asked  him  his  reasons  for  thinking  so,  he  replied  with 
the  same  expression — "that  the  birds  had  told  him."  That  led  me  after- 
wards to  suppose  that  the  news  of  the  passage  was  known  by  him  at  the 
time,  and  several  days  before  it  was  publicly  announced. 

The  next  point  in  this  strange  declaration  of  Berges  to  which  I  will 
call  your  attention,  is  that  where  he  says  I  showed  great  indignation 
towards  the  allies  because  of  their  inaction.  I  think  that  every  loyal 
Paraguayan  was  angrj'  with  them  for  the  same  reason.  It  was  known, 
or  at  least  it  was  constantly  asserted  in  the  Seminario,  that  the  Para- 
guayan army  was  only  Jinxious  to  be  attacked — that  the  lemons  of  Mar- 
shal Lopez  were  confident  that  if  attacked  in  force  at  any  point  they 
would  give  the  enemy  another  Curupayti ;  they  were  anxious  to  close 
in  with  their  foes,  and  decide  the  contest  by  honorable  and  hard  fighting. 
The  allies,  however,  with  their  large  army  and  immense  squadron,  always 
kept  at  asafe  distance,  and  in  my  indignation  at  theirmode  of  warfare,  I 
remember  to  have  said  to  Berges  it  was  cowardly,  it  was  barbarous;  that 
if  they  could  conquer  Paraguay  by  fair  fighting,  it  would  be  legitimate 
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warfare;  but  if  tliey  attempted  to  exbaiist  and  starve  out  the  people  hy 
means  of  8ui>erior  numbers  and  resources,  it  was  infamous,  ancl  deserved 
the  execration  of  all  civilized  nations.  I  wrote  repeatedly  to  my  govern- 
ment in  the  same  strain,  saying  that  other  nations  ought  not  to  allow 
such  a  brave  and  gallant  people  as  the  Paraguayans  had  shown  them- 
selves to  be  thus  exterminated.  But  the  heart  of  Berges,  it  seems,  was 
so  full  of  treason,  and  his  eyes  so  jaundiced  by  corruption,  that  in  expres- 
sions of  this  sort  he  could  only  see  allusions  to  his  own  treacherous  plans. 

The  next  statement  of  Berges  is  entire  fiction,  and  therefore  I  can  only 
oppose  to  it  my  positive  and  absolute  denial.  I  had  never  heard  of  any 
combination  or  conspiracy  in  the  country,  nor  of  any  committee  of  con- 
spirators, nor  did  I  ever  suspect,  till  so  advised  by  you,  that  Caxias  was 
in  correspondence  with  any  person  in  Paraguay.  The  name  of  Don 
Benigno  was  never  mentioned  to  me  by  Berges,  unless  it  was  casually 
and  in  connection  with  some  matter  of  no  importance  whatever.  Indeed , 
Berges  and  all  his  fellow-accomplices  did  me  the  greatest  compliment 
in  their  power;  they  never  directly  nor  indirectly  confided  to  me  any- 
thing of  their  plans,  and,  until  so  advised  by  you,  I  had  no  idea  of  the 
conspiracy  that  was  on  foot.  I  had  always  supposed  that  only  by  hard 
fighting  could  this  war  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  had  never  believed, 
since  the  efforts  of  my  government  at  mediation  had  failed,  that  any  other 
solution  was  i)ossible. 

I  pass  over  several  other  of  the  statements  of  Berges  in  regard  to  con- 
versations held  with  me,  with  this  remark,  that  I  remember  nothing  of 
them.  I  only  know  that  I  never  entertained  any  such  ideas  or  opinions 
as  he  attributes  to  me.  Very  likely  I  said  to  him  that,  notwithstanding 
I  remained  here,  much  to  my  own  personal  loss,  and  was  exposed  with 
my  family  to  many  inconveniences  and  discomforts,  I  was,  nevertheless, 
dispose<l  to  remain  to  the  end  of  the  war.  But  it  was  that  1  might  be 
of  service  to  the  Paraguayan  nation  and  people,  and  not  to  the  insur- 
gents and  traitors,  as  he  represents.  In  fact,  I  never  suspected  there 
were  any  such  in  the  country.  All  knowledge  I  have  of  their  existence 
has  come  to  me  within  the  la^t  month.  Of  one  thing  Berges,  notwith- 
standing he  has  been  in  the  United  States,  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
oblivious  or  ignorant,  and  that  is,  that  a  minister  of  the  United  States, 
who  should  be  known  to  have  taken  part  in  a  revolution  against  the 
government  to  which  he  was  accredited,  would,  whether  it  were  successful 
or  not,  be  thenceforward  ruined  and  disgraced  in  his  own  country.  His 
pnblie  career  would  be  ended,  and  he  would  be  held  infamous,  both  by 
his  government  and  countrymen.  I  observe  that  Berges  declares  that 
I  did  not  like  to  use  the  word  revolution  in  my  conversation  with  him. 
That  is  true,  and  for  the  very  good  reason  that  I  never  had  occasion  to 
use  it,  as  I  never  suspected  that  any  such  thing  was  ih  contemplation. 
His  other  statements,  that  I  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  country-  because 
of  my  desire  to  be  of  service  to  the  people  here,  will  be  both  true  and 
intelligible  if,  instead  of  insurgents  and  revolutionists,  are  used  the 
words  Paraguayans  and  patriots. 

Begarding  the  assertion  that  after  my  return  from  the  enemy's  camp, 
nearly  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  I  said  to  Berges  that  I  should  write  to  my 
own  government  that  the  cause  of  President  Lopez  was  losing  ground, 
and  prepare  it  for  the  revolutionary  movement  that  was  to  follow,  I  would 
be  glad  to  know  if  I  made  this  statement  to  him  in  the  character  of  a 
loyal  man  or  a  traitor!  In  other  conversations,  held  subsequent  to  that 
time,  he  assumes  the  character  of  loyalty.  I  will  say,  however,  that  all 
my  dispatehes  have  been  of  the  same  general  tone  and  tendency,  and 
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they  will  show  to  my  government  that  every  charge  thus  alleged  by 
Bergea,  as  that  I  have  never  been  in  reality  a  friend  to  Paraguay,  is 
utterly,  basely,  and  scandalously  false.  All  the  testimony  of  all  the  cous]>i« 
rators'  united,  it*  it  were  to  this  efi'ect,  would  be  utterly  disprovetl  by  the 
dispatches  that  I  have  sent  from  time  to  time  to  Wa^jhington.  Unless 
I  am  greatly  mistaken,  the  effect  of  my  representations  to  my  govern- 
ment will  soon  be  perceptible  in  the  allied  s(}uadron.  The  allies  will  soon 
be  coin|)elled  to  allow  an  American  gunboat  to  pass  their  blockade  or 
detain  it  by  force,  and  a  forcible  detention  will  be  war  with  the  great 
republic.  Such  a  war,  commenced  under  such  circumstances,  when  taken 
in  connection  with  this  correspondence,  will  certainly  be  an  anomaly  and 
curiosity  in  history. 

From  one  of  the  statements  in  the  declaration  of  Berges,  I  am  led  to 
infer  that  this  conspiracy,  of  which  he  seems  to  have  been  the  master 
spirit,  has  been  a  long  time  smouldering.  He  says  that  his  reply  to  the 
first  letter  of  Caxias  was  sent  by  me.  As  I  never  sent  any  letters  for 
him  when  I  sent  my  correspondence  under  flag  of  truce,  to  be  sent  for- 
ward by  the  favor  or  courtesy  of  the  enemy,  this  letter  must  have  gone 
as  long  as  a  year  ago  last  March,  either  when  1  went  through  to  the 
camp  of  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  or  shortly  after,  when  the  commander  of 
the  American  gunboat  Wasp  came  through  to  bring  me  my  dispatches. 
Those  were  the  only  two  occasions  I  ever  had  of  sendmg  anything  for 
this  government  without  abusing  theconfidence  of  the  allies,  and  on  both 
occasions  I  sent  numerous  letters  from  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs. 
If  there  was  among  them  a  letter  for  Senor  Brita  I  was  not  aware  of  it, 
and  it  must  have  been  under  cover  to  some  one  else.  If  that  letter  passed 
through  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  Paso  Pucu,  it  must  have  accom- 
panied the  copy  of  Berges's  long  official  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  of  March, 
1867.  If  at  that  time  he  could  send  forward  so  elaborate  a  defence  of 
Paraguay  and  her  cause,  and  at  the  same  time  send  a  treasonable  letter 
offering  to  betray  that  very  cause,  you  must  admit  that  conduct  so  infa- 
mous would  merit  universal  execration,  and  that  whatever  declaration  he 
might  make  when  caught  in  the  snares  of  his  own  plot,  while  it  might  be 
true,  should  be  presumed  to  be  false. 

The  last  count  in  Berges's  declaration  purports  to  be  a  report  of  con- 
versation held  with  me  a  long  time  ago,  soon  after  my  retuni  from  the 
camp  of  Caxias.  What  he  says  that  I  told  him  in  regard  to  the  expenses 
of  Bmzil,  I  am  inclined  to  think  is  in  the  main  part  true.  But  even  this 
he  could  not  tell  without  adding  a  transparent  falsehood.  He  states 
that  I  said  the  Brazilians,  to  make  up  the  million  a  day  that  they  were 
spending,  would  show  "las  cuentas  del  gran  capitan,"  (the  yarns  of  the 
grand  captain.)  What  the  meaning  of  this  expression  was  I  did  not 
know  when  I  first  saw  it  in  your  note,  and  was  obliged  to  ask  my  trans- 
lator, Mr.  Bliss,  to  explain  it.  Thanks  to  Berges,  however,  I  have  now 
learned  its  meaning,  and  in  a  way  I  shall  not  soon  forget  it. 

There  are  other  points  in  your  note  which  I  ought  perhaps  to  allude 
to,  but  this  letter  is  already  run  to  such  great  length  that  I  will  bring  it  to 
a  close.  Had  these  declarations  come  from  men  of  low,  or  even  ordinary, 
position,  you  will  admit  that  the  only  proper  and  dignified  course  for 
me  would  have  been  to  have  indignantly  denied  them.  But  when  men 
who  have  held  high  positions,  like  Berges  and  Carreras,  make  such 
charges,  it  is  due  to  myself,  and  is  due  to  the  government  of  Paraguay, 
that  I  should  lend  my  assistance  in  exposing  their  falsity  and  arriving 
at  the  truth.  It  is  fortunate  for  me  that  I  had  not  left  the  countr}'  pre-* 
vious  to  the  discovery  of  this  plot.    Though  my  dispatches  to  my  goT- 
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emment  would  have  completely  disproved  the  declarations  of  the  con- 
spirators, and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  letters  which  they  have 
sent  below  will  show  that  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  their  plans,  and 
that  they  had  not  dared  to  confide  them  to  me,  yet  the  impression  would 
still  have  prevailed  among  many  people  that  I  had  been  a  party  to  the 
not  only  wicked  but  inexpressibly  stupid  plot.  I  make  no  complaint 
that  these  declarations  have  been  included  in  an  official  correspondence, 
though  had  you  informed  me  unofficially  of  their  nature  I  would  have 
given  you  in  the  same  manner  all  the  information  that  I  have  been  able 
to  give  in  this  correspondence.  But  even  then  all  the  information  I 
could  have  given  would  only  have  amounted  to  this:  That  if  there  was 
a  conspiracy  against  the  government  I  have  never  known  it  or  even 
suspected  it.  .  ' 

Having  thus  declared  so  exinicitly  that  I  had  never  known  anything 
about  the  conspiracy  till  ad\ised  of  it  by  you,  and  that  the  conspirators 
never  confided  to  me  any  of  th^ir  plans,  the  correspondence  for  my  part 
on  this  matter  must  here  close.  If  the  government  accepts  my  words 
as  true,  it  must  admit  that  I  can  give  no  information.  I  have  no  infor- 
mation now  on  the  subject  except  what  I  have  obtained  from  your  notes, 
and  of  course  I  can  give  none.  If,  therefore,  the  government  accepts 
my  statements  in  good  faith  as  true,  it  must  be  wUling  to  drop  the  cor- 
respondence here.  But  if  it  does  not  thus  accept  them,  then  respect  to 
my  own  character  and  the  dignity *of  my  office  would  forbid  me  to  con- 
tinue it  Under  these  circumstances  it  appears  to  me  that  in  justice  to 
itself  and  to  me  the  government  of  Paraguay  should  adopt  one  of  two 
courses:  It  should  accept  my  statement  as  true,  and  drop  the  corre- 
spondence, or,  refusing  so  to  accept  it,  should  accede  to  my  request  in 
my  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  and  send  me  my  passports,  and  provide 
me  with  the  means  of  leaving  the  country. 

I  observe  that  this  correspondence  is  being  published  in  the  Sema- 
nario.  I  observe,  however,  that  one  of  my  letters,  that  of  July  22,  has 
not  appeared.  Will  you  pardon  me  for  calling  your  attention  to  this 
matter. 

This  note  is  already  so  long  that  I  must  again  crave  your  indulgence 
for  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Mas- 
terman.  As  soon  as  I  can  prepare  the  letter,  however,  I  will  give  my 
reasons  at  length  why  I  have  not  sent  them  from  my  legation. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHAKLES  A.  WASHBUEN. 

His  Honor  Gu3IESIND0  Benitez, 

Actiny  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Sefwr  Benitez  to  Mr.  Wasliburn. 

[Translation.] 

LUQUE,  August  11,  1868. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  accompanying  letter  which  the 
criminal  Jos^  Berges  has  requested  his  judges  to  send  to  you  on  account 
of  having  declared  that,  besides  the  papers  before  mentioned,  you  had 
received  in  deposit  the  others  to  which  the  same  letter  alludes. 

Berges  considers  this  direct  communication  with  you  necessary,  in 
order  to  fully  satisfy  the  demands  of  justice,  as  he  says  he  desires. 
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I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  .assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

GUMESmDO  BENITEZ. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  Stutes  of  Americd. 


Senor  Serges  to  Mr,  Washburn.  . 

[Translation.] 

Sak  Fernando,  August  5,  \^. 
Sir  :  Events  most  unexpected  by  me  decide  n^e  to  address  yon  this  letter  from  the 
camp,  to  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  dehver  to  the  bearer  three  sealM  packa*,'*''' 
which  I  deposited  with  you  in  my  quinta  at  Saliuarea,  at  the  beginning  of  July  ultimu. 
at  the  time  of  the  first  Visit  which  I  received  from  you  a  few  days  aft^^r  my  arrival  at 
the  capital.  The  first  is  labelled  by  your  own  hand  with  the  title.  Papers  of  Berjj^s 
and  is  the  largest,  being  that  which  contains  the  correspondence  which  I  have  exchan«^il 
with  the  Marquis  de  Caxias ;  the  second  is  labelled,  Private  Correspoudence  of  Bt'r}j»>, 
and  contains  the  letter  exchanged  with  various  persons  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata;  and  the 
third  is  a  small  roU  with  the  label,  Papers  of  my  brother  Miguel. 

On  this  occasion  I  take  pleasure  in  saluting  you,  and  in  renewing  the  assurances  with 
which  I  am  your  most  attentive  and  sure  servant, 

JOSfi  BERGES. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washburn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr.  Wasliburn  to  Senor  Benitez, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuywion,  August  12, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  note  of  your  honor  dated  yesterday 
together  with  a  paper  signed  by  Jose  Berges,  in  which  I  am  requested 
to  deliver,  not  one,  as  formerly  represented  in  his  declanitions,  but  thiw 
j)ackages,  which  he  says  he  delivered  to  me  at  his  house  in  one  of  t\w 
first  (lays  of  July,  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  him  a  few  days  after  his 
return  from  San  Fernando.  Not  having  ever  received  any  packap*. 
letter,  or  communication  from  him,  as  I  have  repeatedly  advised  yoiu  I 
am  unable  to  see  the  object  in  sending  me  this  paper.  In  my  note  of 
yesterday  I  said  if  any  person  had  ever  sent  or  brought  any  such  p«ii)ers 
to  my  house,  and  would  send  a  written  order  for  them,  and  a  description 
so  that  I  could  know  which  they  were,  I  would  be  happy  to  deliver  them. 
But  I  did  not  promise  impossibilities,  or  to  deliver  papers  1  had  never 
received,  whoever  might  send  for  them,  or  however  minutely  they  mijrht 
be  described. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distingnishetl 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  \VASHBITR>. 

His  Honor  Gumesindo  Benitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


3fr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Benitez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  Avgnst  13,  l.^'^. 
Sir  :  Excusing  myself  for  the  delay  in  answering  that  part  of  yonr 
note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  case  of  Mr.^liss  and  Mr.  Master- 
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man,  which  I  have  deferred  in  order  to  answer  the  part  of  it  w-hich 
seemed  to  me  of  more  pressing  importance,  and  also  to  answer  your  sub- 
sequent very  long  note  of  the  6th  instant,  I  will  now  proceed  to  give  my 
reasons  why  I  have  not  dismissed  those  two  persons  from  mj'  legation, 
and  why  I  ought  not  to  do  so. 

At  tlie  conclusion  of  your  not<i  of  the  31st  ultimo,  you  say  that  you 
have  not  the  remotest  doubt  that  full  and  inflexible  justice  would  be 
(lone  by  the  American  government,  and  then  ask  if  it  can  be  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  case,  as  is  the  national  court  of  justice ;  if  it  would  send 
the  record  of  its  trial  for  a  new  substantiation,  if  it  could  do  so,  and 
would  its  administration  of  justice  be  sufficiently  timely  1 

To  these  questions  I  w  ill  remark  that  there  would  undoubtedly  be  con- 
siderable inconvenience  in  sending  these  i)ersons  for  trial  to  the  United 
States;  but  that  does  not  afi'ect  the  law  in  the  case  in  the  least.    When- 
ever an  embassy  is  received  from  one  government  by  another,  the  latter 
acce[)ts  it  under  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  law  of  nations.    This  law- 
is  of  such  importance  that  its  rigid  observance  is  indispensable  for  the 
peace  of  the  world.    It  is  only  under  the  protection  of  this  law  that 
nations  can  negotiate  with  each  other,  as  to  carry  on  their  negotiations 
it  is  necessary,  especially  in  time  of  war,  that  there  should  be  some  per- 
sons who  should  enjoy  entire  security  and  immunities  from  the  local 
laws.    This  code,  universally  recognized  as  binding  on  all  nations,  has 
been  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  tiiem  all ;  but  it  also  has  its  disad- 
vantages.   Under  it  the  nations  that  receive  foreign  embassies  are 
required  to  concede  to  them  certain  privileges  which  are  not  conceded 
to  any  other  persons.    They  resign  the  sovereignty  over  the  premises 
occupied  by  the  embassador,  and  by  the  fiction  of  extra  temtoriality 
his  legation  is  considered  as  the  territory  of  his  own  government.    Except 
under  very  extraordinary  circumstances  his  house  cannot  be  entered  by 
the  police,  and  no  member  of  his  legation  can  be  cited  before  the  local 
tribunals ;  and  if  they  commit  any  oft'ence  against  the  laws  of  the  country, 
all  writers  on  international  law  declare  that  the  minist^^r  shall  either 
punish  them  himself  or  send  them  to  his  own  country  to  be  tried.    These 
privileges  and  immunities,  doubtless,  frequently  cause  serious  incon- 
veniences to  the  local  administration.    But,  is  it  "not  better  to  submit  to 
such  inconveniences  rather  than  have  the  law  abrogated  ?    I  have  known 
such  instances  of  inconvenience  in  my  own  country;  (me  of  which  I  will 
mention.     In  the  jear  185G,  an  important  witness  of  a  homicide  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  that  excited  great  public  attention,  was  an  attache 
of  the  Swedish  legation.    His  testimony  was  very  much  desired  by  the 
tribunals,  but  he  was  never  cited  formally  as  a  witness;  and  to  the  request 
that  he  would  appear  and  testify  voluntarily,  he  replied  that  he  would 
not  do  so,  and  my  government  had  no  power  to  compel  him. 

Your  honor  asks,  in  your  note  of  the  23d  July,  if  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  if  the  immunities  of  a  minister  should  reach  to  the  extent  claimed 
by  me,  that  there  would  be  no  nation  in  the  world  which  would  be  will- 
ing to  accept  an  embassy?  To  this  I  will  reply  that  all  nations  do,  and 
are  glad  to,  receive  embassies  on  these  very  terms.  What  have  I 
claimed?  Simply  this — that  George  F.  Masterman,  who  came  to  my 
house  at  my  solicitation  as  medical  attendant  of  my  family  nearly  eleven 
months  ago,  and  has  lived  in  my  house  ever  since,  and  had  his  name 
given  in  as  a  member  of  the  legation  more  than  four  months  ago,  to 
which  no  objection  was  made  for  three  months  afterwards,  is  to  all  intents 
and  puriK)ses  a  member  of  this  legation,  and  entitled  to  all  its  privileges. 
I  likewise  claim  that  Porter  C.  Bliss,  who  also  came  to  my  house  at  my 
solicitation,  to  serve  as  translator,  and  to  assist  me  in  any  other  way 
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that  I  might  reqaire,  and  whose  name  was  given  in  at  the  time  as  a 
member  of  my  legation,  and  no  objection  being  then  made  to  his  remain- 
ing in  it,  but  only  to  the  capacity  in  which  I  had  classified  him,  is  also 
a  member  of  this  embassy. 

You,  on  various  occasions,  speak  of  them  as  refugees  who  have  sought 
asylum  in  my  house.  They  did  not  seek  asylum  here.  I  sought  them, 
and  engaged  them  to  come  here  because  I  needed  their  sexvices.  At 
the  time  they  came  there  was  no  charge  or  accusation  against  either  of 
them.  How,  then,  can  they  be  considered  refugees!  .They  were  not 
refugees,  and  this  is  not  a  question  of  the  right  of  asylum,  but  of  the 
rights  of  legation. 

You,  however,  allege  that  they  have  never  been  recognized  by  yonr 
government,  but  that,  having  refused  to  recognize  them,  I  therefore  have 
no  right  to  claim  them  as  exempt  from  the  local  jurisdiction.  But  tliis 
refusal  was  not  made  till  after  they  had  been  claimed  as  criminals,  and 
months  after  they  had  been  tacitly  acknowledged  as  belonging  to  the 
embassy.     Such  refusal  was  quite  too  late  to  alt'ect  the  case. 

The  doctrine  advanced  by  you,  that  a  foreign  minister  cannot  claim 
legation  privileges  for  his  servants,  secretaries,  and  other  members  of 
his  household,  till  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  specially 
recognizes  them  by  name,  is  something  entirely  new  to  me ;  something 
that  I  do  not  find  in  any  writer  on  international  law.  If  a  minister  gives 
in  a  list  of  his  suite,  and  no  answer  is  made,  no  objection  is  taken  by  tiie 
government,  then  it  tacitly  acknowledges  that  all  included  in  that  list 
are  members  of  the  legation,  and  it  cannot  afterwards  plead  its  own 
failure  to  acknowledge  the  minister's  letter  as  a  justification  of  its  refiosal 
so  to  recognize  them. 

That  this  is  correct  reasoning  you  must  admit,  if  you  will  apply  it  to 
my  own  case.  Though  I  have  given  two  lists  of  the  membei-s  of  my 
legation,  you  have  never  recognized  a  single  person  now  in  it,  unless  it 
be  Mr.  Bliss,  and  Baltazar,  the  colored  servant  left  with  me  by  Dr.  Car- 
reras.  But  you  have  never  recognized  either  my  wife  or  child,  or  my 
private  secretary,  who  has  been  in  my  service  for  more  than  a  year  and 
a  half,  or  the  servant  girl  that  we  brought  with  us  into  the  countty. 
According  to  your  reasoning  and  logic,  however,  you  have  only  to  say 
that  any  one  or  all  of  them  is  accused,  and  that  the  government  refuses 
to  recognize  them  as  belonging  to  my  legation,  and  1  have  no  remedy 
but  to  send  them  away.  Such  is  the  inevitable  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  premises  and  logic  of  your  honor. 

To  the  question  whether  or  not  the  punishment  that  my  government 
would  a<lminister  would  be  timely,  I  reply  I  do  not  see  why  not.  You 
cannot  suppose  that  the^e  two  individuals,  closely  shut  up  as  they  are 
in  this  legation,  and  having  no  communication  with  any  person  outside 
of  it,  can  be  dangerous.  If  not,  why  will  not  their  punishment,  if  proved 
guilty,  be  as  timely  some  months  hence  as  now  f  If  they  can  give  any 
evidence  which  is  neeessary  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  regard  to  other 
accused  parties,  they  have  both  expressed  their  willingness  to  do  it;  and 
should  the  government  choose  to  send  a  notary  to  my  house  to  examine 
them,  I  will  give  him  every  facility  for  doing  so.  1  will  also  say  that 
Mr.  Bliss  has  declaimed,  in  relation  to  the  paper  which  you  in  your  note 
of  the  23d  of  July  say  that  he  ^'in  a  se<5ret  committee  of  mutual  obligar 
tions''  has  signed  to  commit  an  infamous  crime,  that  if  any  such  pap» 
signed  by  him  shall  be  produced  at  this  legation  he  will  instantly  leave 
it.  To  this  I  will  add  that  while  I  shall  stUl  insist  on  my  rights  of  lega- 
tion, I  will  undertake  that  he  keep  his  promise  to  me. 

In  my  former  notes  to  you  I  have  called  your  attention  to  this  maxim 
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of  law,  that  "every  man  is  to  be  considered  innoeeDt  until  he  is  proved 
guilty."  Yet  you,  disrepirding  this  principle,  continue  to  si^eak  of  these 
two  members  of  my  legation  as  criminals  and  refugees,  without  ever 
having  given  me  any  proof  of  their  guilt.  You  have  also  complained 
that  I  should  not  receive  your  official  statement  of  their  criminality  in 
preference  to  their  own  protestations  of  innocence. 

I  have  not  allowed  myself  to  question  the  sincerity  of  your  belief  in 
their  criminality,  but  as  you  do  not  pretend  to  speak  from  your  own 
knowle<lge  I  may  yet  doubt  the  truthfulness  of  your  informants.  Cer- 
tainly you  will  not  allege  that  the  witnesses  against  them  are  persons 
who  have  enjoyed  higher  honors,  or  had  previously  been  more  respected 
than  Berges  and  Carreras,  whose  declarations  I  know  to  contain  almost 
as  many  falsehoods  as  sentences.  If  declarations  so  false  have  been 
made  by  them,  with  the  object  of  connecting  me  with  an  infamous  plot, 
is  it  not  i)ossible  that  equally  false  declarations  have  been  made  for  the 
purpose  ol  implicating  others!  I,  acting  according  to  the  laws  of  my 
own  country,  must  presume  them  innocent  till  I  have  a  proof  to  the  con- 
trary. From  your  own  i>ersonal  knowledge  of  these  gentlemen,  you  must 
be  aware  that  they  are,  from  education  and  habit,  the  very  last  people 
that  conspirators  and  complotters  would  take  into  their  counsels.  Mr. 
Bliss,  you  are  aware,  is  a  man  of  extraordinary  literary  acquirements, 
and  his  whole  taste  and  ambition  is  in  literary  pursuits ;  and  Mr.  Mas- 
terman  is  a  man  whose  tastes  and  desires  lead  him  to  pass  his  whole 
time  in  scientific  investigations.  Neither  one  of  them  has  any  of  the 
detestable  gaucho  characteristics  that  would  lead  them  to  take  part  in  a 
revolution;  and  as  I  have  known  them  both  long  and  intimately,  I  am 
boond  to  take  their  solemn  asservations,  not  only  of  innocence,  but  of 
entire  ignorance  of  any  plot  or  conspirm^y,  in  preference  to  the  declara- 
tion of  any  or  many  confessed  conspirators  or  traitors. 

But  with  me  this  is  not  a  question  of  guilt  or  innocence.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  rights  of  legation.  Months  ago  I  gave  in  their  names  as 
belonging  to  my  diplomatic  suite,  and  the  government  by  not  objecting 
to  them  as  members  of  my  legation  tacitly  acknowledged  them  as  such ; 
it  acknowle^lged  them  as  much  as  it  has  acknowledged  any  one  in  my 
house,  and  has  now  just  as  much  right  to  claim  any  one  else  of  my  fam- 
ily or  household  as  to  claim  either  of  them. 

I  will  add  another  consideration.  Both  of  these  men  are  so  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  me  that  even  if  they  did  not  belong  to  my  legation, 
and  the  safety  of  the  state  were  not  endangered  by  their  remaining  here, 
I  should  ask  it  as  a  courtesy  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  stay  for  the 
present.  Without  the  aid  of  Mr.  Bliss  I  could  hardly  have  carried  on 
the  heavy  correspondence  I  have  had  during  the  last  month ;  and  were 
Mr.  Masterman  to  leave  me,  it  would  be,  under  the  circumstances — when 
the  aid  of  no  other  physician  can  be  obt^iined — at  the  risk  of  exposing 
the  lives  of  my  wife  and  child  and  other  members  of  my  family ;  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  government  has  no  wish  to  expose  me  to  any  such 
calamity. 

The  i)Osition  taken  by  you  that  until  a  government  expressly  recog- 
nizes the  members  of  a  legation  they  cannot  claim  its  privileges,  but  are 
liable  to  be  arrested  like  any  other  persons  by  the  police,  would,  or 
might,  at  least,  render  his  right  of  extraterritoriality  virtually  a  nullity. 
The  government  might  thus  compel  him  to  dismiss  all  his  servants;  it 
might  prohibit  his  own  subjects  to  enter  his  service,  and  thus  leave  him 
without  any  servant  or  assistant  in  any  capacity,  except  such  as  it  might 
suit  its  own  puriK)ses  that  he  should  have.  I  have  never  asked  either 
you  or  your  predecessor  to  recognize  the  members  of  my  legation  by 
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name,  or,  in  otlier  words,  I  have  not  asked  the  privilege  of  employing: 
them.  I  am  to  be  the  judge  of  the  persons  necessary  to  the  discharge  of 
my  official  duties  and  the  health  and  comfort  of  my  family,  and  not  tlie 
government  of  Paraguay.  Should  a  minister  on  entering  a  country  take 
with  him  in  his  suite  known  criminals,  or  persons  obnoxious  or  dangerous 
from  their  political  opinions,  a  government  might  undoubtedly  object  to 
concede  to  them  legation  immunities,  and  could  insist  that  they  should 
leave  the  country.  But  it  would  have  no  right  to  molest  them,  and 
would  be  bound  to  protect  them  in  every  way  until  they  had  ample  time 
for  their  departure.  In  no  case  has  a  government  a  right  to  inflict  any 
other  penalty  on  a  person  attached  to  a  foreign  legation  than  to  send  him 
to  his  own  country  to  be  punished.  If,  however,  the  ground  assum(»<l  by 
you  is  correct — that  no  person  can  claim  legation  privileges  until  he  b;Ls 
been  expressly  recognized  by  the  government,  but  may  be  cited  before 
the  local  tribunals — then  if  I  comply  with  your  request  of  to-day,  I  may 
be  called  upon  to  send  away  the  other  members  of  my  household  (to- 
morrow, as  you  have  never  recognized  them  as  belonging  to  my  legation. 

If  all  are  not  in  the  same  category,  and  some  are  and  some  are  nut 
entitled  to  legation  privileges,  will  you  please  advise  me  which  of  the 
names  in  the  list  appended  to  this  letter  are  recognized  as  belonging  to 
my  legation. 

In  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo  you  observe  that  it  is  the  more  stranjre 
that  i  should  still  decline  to  send  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Masterman  fi*om  uiy 
house,  since  I  shall  then  have  superabundant  means  to  give  them  pro- 
tection. What  those  superabundant  means  are  you  do  not  advise  me. 
nor  do  I  understand  what  means  will  be  left  me  to  protect  them  when 
once  in  the  hapds  of  the  local  tribunals.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to 
give  me  further  information  on  this  point! 

In  my  note  of  July  14,  you  will  recollect  that  from  the  tone  and  tenor 
of  your  preceding  notes,  and  from  the  fact  that  you  had  iiually  callnl 
for  two  persons  whom  I  had  always  considered  members  of  my  legation. 
I  said  it  appeared  that  I  had  lost  the  respect  and  confidence  of  this  gov 
ernment,  and  that,  therefore,  as  it  did  not  seem  that  I  could  l>e  longer 
useful  either  to  my  own  government  or  that  of  Paraguay,  or  to  any  iudi 
viduals  in  the  country,  I  requested  passports  for  myself  and  for  the  mem- 
bers of  my  legation.  To  this  you  replied  on  the  IGth,  assuring  me  in 
the  strongest  terms  that  I  still  retained  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
your  government,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  such  assurances  would 
lead  me  to  reconsider  my  previous  resolution.  Such  ex[)ressions  I  ae- 
cepted  as  satisfactory,  particularly  when  in  the  same  note  you  again 
requested  the  dismissal  of  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman  from  my  hou.*;*'. 
but  said  you  would  waive  all  further  discussion  on  that  matt-er,  leaving' 
it  to  my  own  sense  of  justice.  I  then  believed  that  the  demand  wonl<l 
not  be  further  pressed;  but  while  preparing  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
giving  my  reasons  for  the  course  I  had  felt  it  my  duty  to  pursue,  I  was 
surprised  and  pained  on  receiving  your  note  of  the  19th,  which  was 
closely  followed  by  those  of  the  2l8t  and  23d,  to  observe  a  tone  and 
tenor  of  an  entirely  diflferent  character. 

This  sudden  change  I  have  attributed  to  the  strange  and  false  declar- 
ations of  Berges  concerning  me,  and,  if  I  am  right  in  this  sumiiHe,  I 
cannot  wonder  that,  false  aB  the  declarations  are,  the  government  should 
have  changed  from  confidence  and  regard  to  distrust  and  suspicion. 
But  if  the  government  has  accepted  my  words  in  preference  to  those  of 
a  convicted  traitor,  I  cherish  the  hope  that  it  will  resume  the  position 
taken  in  your  note  of  July  16,  and  leave  me  to  pursue  the  only  course 
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that  in  my  opinion  will  be  approved  by  my  goyemmeut^  by  public 
opinion,  and  by  the  family  of  nations. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  give  assurance  of  distiuguished  con- 
sideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Otjmesindo  Bbnitez, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


List  of  persons  note  resident  in  the  legation  of  the  United  States  in  Asuncion^ 

The  minister,  wife,  and  child;  Mrs.  Leite  Pereira;  Carlos  Meincke, 
private  secretaiy;  Kiite  Leahy;  George  F.  Masterman,  medical  attend- 
ant ;  Porter  C.  Bliss,  translator ;  George  Hamilton,  Baltazar  Carreras, 
BazUio  Jara,  Melchora  Jara,  Lucia  Rivas,  (lavandera.) 

August  13, 1868. 


Senor  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn, 

[Tranalation.] 

MnasTKY  OF  State  for  Fobeion  Appaies, 

Luquey  August  28,  1868. 
Having  been  intrusted  with  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  the 
ondersigned,  minister  secretary  in  the  department  of  war  and  the  navy, 
has  found  a  note  of  your  excellency  dated  the  13th  instant,  not  yet 
replied  to,  and  in  the  interval  of  preparing  a  reply  in  the  terms  required 
hy  the  occasion,  I  hasten  to  request  of  your  excellency  a  specific  list  of 
the  individuals  of  your  legation  for  whom  your  excellency  requests  pass- 
ports, in  order  to  be  able  to  make  them  out  in  conformity  with  your 
desire. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of 
distiDguished  consideration. 

LUIS  CAMINOS. 
His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washbuen, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Sefktr  Caminos. 

LE0ATION  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 

Asuncifm^  August  29, 1868. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  I  am  requested  to  give  you  a  list  of  the  persons  of  this 
legation  for  whom  I  desire  passports.  Besides  myself,  Mrs.  Washburn, 
and  infant  child,  the  followiug  is  the  list  of  the  persons  belonging  to  my 
lection  for  whom  passports  are  requested:  Carlos  Meincke,  private 
^eeretarj ;  Porter  O.  BUss,  translator ;  George  F.  Masterman,  medical 
attendant ;  Kate  Leahy,  Gteorge  Hamilton,  Baltazar  Carreras,  servants. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  oflfer  the  assurances  of  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 

51  D  c— VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

AsunciaHj  September  2, 1868. 

Sib  :  On  the  11th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  address  a  note  to  your 
predecessor,  Honorable  Gumesindo  Benitez,  in  which,  after  a  statement 
of  facts  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate,  I  remarked  that  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  government  of  Paraguay  ought  either  to  accept 
my  statement  in  good  faith  as  true  and  drop  the  correspondence  to  which 
it  related,  or  else  send  me  my  passports  and  provide  me  with  the  means 
of  lea\ing  the  country,  as  I  had  requested  in  my  note  on  the  14th  of 
July.  From  that  time  to  this  I  have  received  no  other  answer  tiian  yom* 
note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  which  your  honor  requests  me  to  furnish  you 
with  a  list  of  the  members  of  my  legation  for  wiiom  I  desire  passports. 
The  only  inference  from  this  is  that  the  government  accepts  the  first  of 
the  alternatives  presented  by  me,  and  does  not  accept  my  statement  as 
truthful.  1  am,  therefore,  greatly  surprised  that  the  passports  have  not 
been  given  me,  as  I  furnished  the  list  as  requested  on  the  day  that  I 
received  your  note.  1  therefore  have  occasion  to  repeat  the  request 
made  in  my  note  of  July  14,  that  passports  may  be  furnished  me  and 
the  members  of  my  legation,  and  such  facilities  for  leaving  the  country 
be  provided  as  comport  with  the  character  of  an  accredited  minister, 
with  as  little  delay  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

I  ta.ke  this  occasion  to  render  assurances  of  distinguished  considou- 
tion. 

CHAKLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asundonj  September  2, 1868. 

Sm:  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Commander  Kirkland, 
commanding  the  United  States  ship  Wasp,  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  Para- 
guay River,  between  the  Tibicuari  and  Herradura,  in  which  he  advises 
me  that  he  has  come  by  order  of  our  government  to  take  me  and  my 
suite  and  convey  us  to  such  point  on  the  river  below  the  allied  sqnadioo 
as  I  may  select,  and  requests  me  to  inform  him  at  what  point  on  tiie 
river  it  will  be  convenient  for  me  to  embark. 

I  have  accordingly  written  him  a  note  whioh  I  inclose  with  this,  ad 
vising  him  that  I  am  still  in  this  city,  and  that  it  will  be  most  convenient 
for  me  to  embark  at  this  port,  and  which  I  beg  your  honor  to  forward  as 
soon  as  possible.  Commander  Kirkland  expresses  the  hope  that  he  may 
be  detained  as  little  time  as  possible,  and  as  the  United  States  have  now 
for  the  second  time  forced  the  blockade  of  the  allies,  against  all  their 
threats  and  protests,  and  is^  besides,  the  only  power  that  has  done  so, 
or  ever  shown  any  interest  m  Paraguay  during  the  war,  or  saty  desire  to 
see  fair  play  between  the  belligerents,  I  am  confident  tbat  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay  will  grant  himi  every  facility  for  carrying  out  bis  orders. 
For  this  second  vindication  of  the  rights  of  nations  as  against  the  ud 
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lawful  pretensio&s  of  the  allies,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  express 
my  congratulations  to  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 
His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minuter  of  Foreign  A  fairs. 


Senor  Caminos  to. Mr.  Washburn. 
[Translation.] 

Depaetment  of  Fobeign  Apfaibs, 

LnqiWy  September  4^  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  dated  29th  ultimo,  with  the  list  of  indi- 
viduals, including  your  excellency,  for  whom  you  ask  passports ;  and 
before  replying  to  it  I  must  give  an  answer  to  the  one  of  the  13th  ultimo, 
in  which  you  state  the  motives  for  which  you  have  not  dismissed  from 
the  legation  Me^rs.  Bliss  and  Masterman. 

I  am  obliged  to  take  into  consideration  some  of  those  motives  in  order 
to  follow  you  closely,  but  I  shall  not  touch  them  all  for  fear  that  you 
should  again  complain  of  the  length  of  my  reply.  I  may  be  excused 
from  any  justification  for  giving  you  the  trouble  of  having  a  great  deal 
to  read,  since  it  is  due  to  you  that  the  matter,  which  was  of  easy  solu- 
tion on  the  ground  of  justice  and  right,  has  assumed  so  complicated  a 
chara<^ter. 

My  government,  anxious  to  show  its  consideration  and  regard  for  your 
excellency,  had  moreover  invited  you  to  come  to  a  verbal  understanding, 
with  a  view  of  avoiding  these  long  and  unsatisfactory  communications, 
a  step  which  you  cannot  ignore,  although  you  have  not  chosen  to  appre- 
ciate it  as  it  deserved. 

You  were  influenced  in  this  by  the  same  motive  that  induced  you  to 
give  shelter  in  your  residence  to  Messrs.  Bliss  and  Masterman.  Time 
will  explain  all.  You  have  been  sufficiently  consequent  as  to  extend 
your  protection  to  these  gentlemen  in  direct  opposition  to  the  dictates  of 
a  sound  judgment,  and  to  disregard  any  preferential  consideration  due 
not  only  to  the  justice  and  right  of  the  case,  but  also  to  the  peculiar 
conditions  of  the  country. 

In  your  note  containing  an  explanation  of  your  motives  I  have  failed 
to  meet  those  I  expected,  and  which  might  somehow  have  justified  your 
action  in  this  matter.  Far  from  this,  that  note  is  couched  in  dilatory 
terms;  and  I,  therefore,  consider  myself  free  from  the  obligation  of 
touching  all  the  points  it  contains,  or  to  allude  more  particularly  to  the 
profound  erudition  on  the  law  of  nations  therein  displayed  by  you. 

The  case  of  Bliss  and  Masterman  does  not  admit  of  much  digression. 
It  is  a  very  simple  question.  They  have  sought  the  asylum  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation  when  called  ui>on  by  the  courts  of  law  to  answer  the  grave 
charge  of  being  accomplices  in  a  revolutionary  complot. 

You  have  replied  to  the  request  of  this  department  that  they  should 
be  given  up,  stating  that  you  consider  them  as  members  of  the  legation, 
Drithout,  however,  justifying  this  assertion,  but  merely  entering  upon 
cbarges  and  arguments  that  can  have  but  little  weight  in  presence  of 
tbe  motives  adduced  by  this  dei>artment,  more  particularly  in  its  note  of 
tbe  3l8t  of  July. 
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This  department  certainly  said  then  that  if  the  immunities  of  a  min- 
ister extended  as  far  as  you  pretended,  no  nation  in  the  world  would  receive 
a  foreign  mission ;  to  which  you  replied  that  all  nations  do  receive  mis- 
sions on  those  terms,  and  that  you  have  only  used  a  common  right  in 
refusing  to  give  up  Bliss  and  Masterman. 

It  is  strange  that  the  minister  of  a  great  and  honorable  nation,  8o 
familiar  with  international  law,  shoiUd  allow  himself  to  be  so  blinded  by 
his  anxiety  to  shield  two  criminals.  I,  for  my  part,  must  i)rotest  against 
similar  assertions,  and  maintain  that  no  nation  can  be  desirous,  as  you 
state,  to  receive  foreign  missions  that  are  disposed  to  protect  criminals, 
by  alleging  that  they  belong  to  them. 

I  must  first  call  your  attention  to  the  above-mentioned  note  of  the3U1 
of  July,  referring  to  every  part  of  its  context,  and  then,  by  way  of  com- 
pliment, I  will  remark  again  that  if  you,  in  your  note  of  the  13th  nltimo. 
bring  as  a  proof  of  Bliss  being  a  member  of  your  legation  because  yon 
had  requested  him  to  go  to  your  house,  and  had  given  him  the  charac- 
ter of  being  a  member  of  said  legation,  and  that  the  government  had 
made  no  objection  to  his  residing  in  your  house,  but  only  to  the  character 
under  which  you  had  classified  him,  I  must  repeat  once  more  that  from  the 
beginning  Bliss,  as  well  as  Manlove,  have  nev^er  been  recognized  by  this 
government  as  members  of  your  legation ;  and  that  they  have  only  been 
allowed  to  reside  with  you  in  the  same  way  as  other  individuals  who  at 
the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  capital  took  up  their  abode  in  xom 
house.  No  other  interpretation  can  l>e  given  to  what  was  stated  on  tW 
head  to  your  excellency  by  this  department  in  its  note  of  23d  February 
last. 

You  certainly  stated  in  your  note  of  4th  of  April,  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, that  you  had  written  an  answer  to  said  note  of  the  23d  Februair, 
under  date  of  the  following  day,  the  24th,  but  that  you  did  not  send  it, 
as  circumstances  seemed  to  render  it  unnecessary,  in  your  opinion,  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  government  with  purely  personal  matters  of 
the  legation,  and  adding  that  you  wrote  a  note,  and  tried  to  forward  to 
Berges  a  note  similar  to  the  one  you  inclosed.  In  this  note  you  sent  the 
following  as  the  list  of  persons  belonging  to  the  legation,  viz :  Charles 
Meincke,  German ;  Porter  Cornelius  Bliss,  American ;  James  Manlove. 
ditto;  Ooncepclon  Ca«al,  Paraguayan;  Ana  Bella  Cazal,  ditto;  Dolore* 
Caballero,  ditto ;  Basilio  Jara,  ditto ;  Melchora  Jara,  ditto ;  and  t^vxy 
washerwomen. 

This  note,  dated  the  24th  February,  was  addressed  to  ex-Miuister  Ber 
ges,  and  contained  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  that  of  the  2:W. 

This  department  hjis  not  answered  the  note  of  4th  of  April,  and  it 
could  much  less  reply  to  the  one  sent  as  a  mere  inclosure,  and  as  an 
explanation  that  there  had  been  no  want  of  courtesy  or  forgetfulnessin 
not  replying  to  the  note  in  which  the  government  announced  its  removal 
to  Luque.  On  the  other  hand,  Berges  being  absent  from  the  Foreign 
Office  at  the  time,  obliged  you  to  communicate  directly  with  the  chief 
clerk ;  and  before  this  department  could  take  into  consideration  the  note 
of  the  23d,  it  would  have  been  requisite  to  have  addressed  it  in  the  proper 
form.  Moreover,  you  have  not  stated  whether  said  note  was  to  have 
been  considered  as  still  subsisting,  or  given  any  otherexplanation,  whereas 
changes  might  have  occurred  in  the  very  personnel  of  the  legation 
l)etween  Febrnary  and  April.  For  all  this,  the  note  which  yon  declaiv 
to  have  written  on  the  23d  February,  but  to  have  sent  only  on  the  4tli 
April,  addressed  to  an  absent  minister,  besides  the  circumstances  already 
adverted  to,  was  in  itself  inefficient  and  defective;  and  I  may  add  that 
when  said  note  was  received,  the  Paraguayan  women,  Ooncepcion  Cazal 
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and  Dolores  Caballero,  were  no  longer  at  the  legation ;  and  they  have 
stated  that  they  never  asked  that  their  names  should  appear  in  the  list 
of  the  iHjrsonnel  of  the  legation,  or  knew  that  they  thus  figured.  I 
allude  to  this  oireumstanee  only  to  show  to  you  that  if  you  have  been 
pleased  to  put  their  names  in  that  list,  no  care  has  been  taken  to  ei*ase 
their  names  &om  it  when  they  ceased  to  reside  in  your  legation. 

From  this  simple  statement  it  may  be  clearly  seen  that  you  can  have 
no  just  ground  for  insisting  in  considering  Porter  C.  Bliss  a  member  of 
your  legation,  as  well  as  George  F.  Masterman,  whom  you  consider  as 
such  frotn  the  mere  fact  of  ha\ing  put  down  his  name  in  the  list  con- 
tained in  the  note  of  24th  February,  to  which  no  objection  has  been  made 
tin  three  months  later. 

The  practical  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  your  notes  and  pretensions, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  that  an  individual  is  to  be  considered  a  member  of 
a  mission  from  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  proposed  as  such  to  the  govern- 
ment by  the  head  of  the  mission.  Acting  upon  this  conclusion,  you  pro- 
pose Bliss  and  Manlove  in  the  list  of  your  domestic  servants,  and  on  the 
day  following  the  receipt  of  a  note  from  the  government  refusing  to  recog- 
nize them  as  members  of  your  legation,  and  therefore  denying  to  them 
the  privileges  that  they  would  enjoy  as  such  by  the  right  of  nations,  you 
again  inscribed  the  names  of  these  two  individuals  on  the  Ust,  and  more- 
over add  to  the  personnel  of  the  legation  Masterman  and  another. 

But  if  Bliss  belongs  to  the  mission  as  well  as  Masterman,  how  is  it 
that  they  have  not  enjoyed  nor  do  enjoy  the  privileges  to  which  they  are 
ontitled?  This  is  inexplicable.  And  why  is  it  that  the  name  of  Manlove 
being  alongside  those  of  Bliss  aud  Masterman  in  your  note  of  24th  Feb- 
ruary, he  has  been  left  on  one  side,  when,  according  to  the  principle  laid 
down  by  you,  they  must  all  (or  none)  be  considerml  as  members  of  the 
mission  f  But  the  precedent  of  Manlove  is  a  proof  that  you^have  only 
afterwards  been  pleased  to  grant  to  these  two  criminals  the  character  of 
members  of  the  legation. 

With  regard  to  what  you  say  that  Masterman  is  to  be  considered  in 
that  character  in  all  and  for  all,  because  no  objection  was  raised  against 
him  before  the  lapse  of  three  months,  I  may  remark  that  acconluig  to 
your  own  doctrine  Masterman  was  from  the  very  first  day  invested  with 
that  character,  because  if  the  following  day  this  department  had  refused 
to  acknowledge  him,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Bliss,  his  name  would 
have  immediately  appeared  in  a  new  list  of  your  excellency's. 

I  have  thus  shown  clearly  how  inexact  you  are  inocmsideriugsaid  indi- 
viduals as  members  of  the  legation.  It  is  of  little  consequence  to  ^he 
question  whether  they  have  sought  your  house,  or  whether  you  have 
sought  them  to  bring  them  to  your  residence,  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
you  in  looking  upon  them  as  refugees,  because  this  would  be  a  deniid  of 
a  truth  too  clear  and  distinct.  What  are  they  doing  there  f  Why  are 
tbey  in  your  house,  when  they  have  been  indicted  and  are  called  upon  by 
a  court  of  law  to  answer  the  charges  deposed  against  themt 

It  is  clear  they  are  not  there  because  of  their  innocence  or  because 
they  belong  to  the  legation,  but  under  the  special  protection  of  your  excel- 
lency. You  state  that  during  several  months  they  have  been  tacitly 
recognized  as  belonging  to  the  missicHi,  and  that  the  refusal  came  too 
late  from  this  department  to  be  available.  I  must  repeat  that  only  by 
following  your  practice  oouM  the  justice  of  this  statenumt  be  admitted, 
Binoe  the  express  ol^eotion  made  by  my  §povemment  on  your  proposing 
BKss  as  a  member  of  the  legation  has  not  been  considered  by  you  as 
having  any  weight  whatever.  Since  the  objection  made  to  Bliss  on  the 
day  following  h&  nomination  has  been  considered  too  late  by  you,  what 
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wonder  is  it  if  the  objection  in  the  case  of  Mastennan,  which  according 
to  your  exc^ellency  was  sent  in  after  the  lapse  of  three  months,  should 
also  be  considered  as  much  too  late  t 

I  heg  you  to  reflect  upon  the  mysterious  note  of  the  24th  of  February, 
and  endeavor  to  convince  me  that  it  meant  to  convey  a  legitimate  pre- 
sentation of  the  personnel  of  your  legation,  and  that  at  a  most  solemn 
crisis  of  the  republic,  assailed  as  it  is  to  the  death  by  an  invading 
enemy. 

As  you  will  understand  from  what  precedes^  I  am  very  far  from  wish- 
ing to  maintain  that  a  foreign  minister  cannot  claim  the  privfleges  of 
the  legation  for  his  servants,  secretary,  or  other  members  of  bis  femily 
until  the  government  recognizes  them  individually  by  name.  I  agrw 
with  your  remark  that  if  a  minister  sends  a  list  of  his  suite  (in  due  fonn) 
and  receives  no  answer,  no  objection  is  made  by  government^  which 
tacitly  recognizes  the  persons  included  in  said  list  as  members  of  the 
legalon.  This  is  a  just  interpretation,  and  is  what  ha«  happened  with 
regard  to  the  following  individuals:  Charles  Meincke,  German;  George 
Hamilton,  English;  Katharine  Leahy,  English;  Baailio  Jara,  Para- 
guayan ;  and  Melchora  Jara,  Paraguayan,  who  were  tacitly  consented  to; 
when,  on  their  names  appearing  jointly  with  those  of  Bliss  and  Manlove 
in  your  note  of  the  22d  February,  exception  was  taken  only  to  the  two 
latter,  who  were  simply  allowed  to  remain  in  your  dwelling  with  the  8^ 
cial  condition  that  if  they  went  out  of  the  legation  the  policemen  would 
be  prevented  from  carrying  out  in  such  a  case  the  orders  given  to  allow 
no  person  not  invested  with  official  character  to  go  about  the  streets; 
and  on  the  same  condition  Ana  Bella  Cazal  proposed  in  the  above- 
mentioned  list  was  also  i>ermitted  to  remain  at  the  legation. 

I  must  remind  you  once  more  that  in  your  note  of  4th  April  you 
alluded  tg  individuals  whom  this  department  has  not  recognized  as 
members  of  your  legation.  To  whom  else  could  you  refer  f  At  all  events 
Bliss  was  one  of  them. 

However  much  you  may  labor  to  give  a  forced  interpretation  to  the 
motives  brought  forward  in  opposition  to  your  views  on  this  matter,  yoo 
will  never  be  able  to  justify  your  deductions.  It  is  curious  to  hear  it 
asserted  that  this  department  has  only  recognized  Bliss  and  Balthazar, 
the  colored  servant  whom  you  state  was  left  by  Doctor  Carreras,  but  it 
is  still  more  curious  that  neither  your  wife,  nor  son,  nor  private  secretary, 
nor  the  servant  you  brought  with  you,  have  ever  been  recognized.  If  you 
have  not  chosen  to  put  in  the  list  of  the  personnel  of  your  legation  Mrs. 
Washbuni  and  your  son,  this  department  is  not  to  blame.  I  neve^th^ 
less  cannot  but  admit  the  imi)ortant  position  occupied  by  the  family  of 
the  chief  of  the  mission. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  my  government  has  sufficient  conscience 
of  its  own  dignity  and  duties  not  to  commit  itself  by  sending  a  notary 
to  your  house  to  examine  the  criminals.  Bliss  and  Masterman,  when  they 
have  never  been  nor  are  members  of  the  legation,  but  the  govemmcat 
will  not  hesitate  in  making  them  appear  betore  a  tribunal,  because  tiiey 
are  in  all  and  for  all  merely  refugees  in  your  hotel. 

You  wish  to  apply  in  the  case  of  Bliss  and  Masterman  the  principle 
of  right  that  a  person  must  be  considered  innocent  until  he  is  proved  to 
be  guilty,  and  you  state  that  this  principle  is  ignored  when  they  are 
spoken  of  as  criminals  and  refugees,  whilst  no  proof  of  their  colpahtlity 
is  forthcoming.  I  might  have  wondered  greatly  at  yonr  .pretensioDS 
and  language  if  in  the  following  line  you  did  not  ftimish  me  with  the 
proper  key,  t^  saying  that  you  doubted  still  of  the  veracity  of  the  inform- 
ants.   Upon  the  criminality  of  the  above  individnalB,  and  alluding  to 
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the  depositioiis  of  Berges  and  Caireras,  you  state  that  you  know  they 
contain  as  many  falsehoods  as  sentences,  and  that  if  these  false  deposi- 
tions have  been  given  by  them  with  a  view  of  making  you  appear  mixed 
up  in  a  shameful  machination,  it  may  have  been  done  with  a  design  of 
implicating  others. 

If  you  do  not  choose  to  credit  my  words,  and  can  still  doubt  the 
veracity  of  those  who  have  deposed  that  Bliss  and  Masterman  took  a 
leading  part  in  the  complot,  I  cannot  offer  to  gratify  yon  by  showing  to 
you  the  authentic  documents  which  establish  the  reality  of  the  fact,  and 
you  may  act  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  your  own  country  as  you 
may  think  proper.  But  I  would  like  to  ask  you,  when  is  a  person  to  be 
considered  guilty  f  I  understand  that  the  principle  of  right  invoked  by 
you  is  one  universally  accepted,  but  also  that  the  sworn  depositions  of 
witnesses  are  a  sufficient  proof  in  cases  of  more  or  less  gravity.  This 
SDggpstion  may  not  be  thrown  away  upon  you  to  prove  to  you  that,  as 
this  is  what  has  happened  with  regard  to  your  own  proteg^  as  well  as 
to  others  included  in  the  same  accusation,  you  must  not  wonder  if  no 
attention  can  be  paid  to  your  reference  to  the  above  maxim  to  which 
you  have  repeatedly  alluded. 

With  regard  to  your  recommendation  of  the  profession  and  standing 
of  each  of  them,  I  can  only  say  to  you  that  they  are  almost  identical 
with  those  which  you  were  pleased  to  make  in  favor  of  CaiTcras  when 
yon  were  asked  to  dismiss  him  from  your  legation,  and  now  it  appears 
that  you  have  not  had  much  trouble  in  applying  against  him  the  words 
least  honorable  to  any  man. 

You  are  right  in  thinking  that  my  government  has  no  desire  to  expose 
either  you  or  your  family  to  any  calamity,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
during  your  long  stay  in  the  country  you  have  been  treated  with  every 
consideration,  as  you  yourself  have  confessed  in  your  correspondence. 
I  cannot,  however,  conceive  how  your  own  convenience  is  incompatible 
with  the  expulsion  of  those  individuals,  whereas  their  stay  there  must 
give  rise  to  appreciations  less  satisfactory  from  the  fact  of  their  being 
implicated  in  a  vast  conspiracy,  the  deiK>sitions  with  regard  to  which 
extend  even  to  yourself. 

Since  the  government  of  every  nation  has  the  right  to  admit  or  refuse 
a  foreign  minister  according  to  circumstances,  in  compliance  with  which 
right  be  must  be  duly  presented  to  the  territorial  sovereign,  it  follows 
as  an  indispensable  consequence  that  the  chief  of  a  mission  is  bound 
duly  to  report  the  persons  that  belong  to  his  household  and  those  that 
may  leave  him  subsequently,  both  in  order  to  accept  or  refuse  the 
former  and  to  take  note  of  the  latter  who  may  still  enjoy  the  privileges 
attached  to  their  previous  position.  And  while  on  this  point  I  beg  to 
remind  you  that  the  list  you  inclosed  in  the  note  dated  24th  of  February 
comprised  among  others  the  names  of  Ooncepcion  Gazal,  Dolores  Gabal- 
lero,  and  Ana  Bella  Gazal,  besides  two  washerwomen,  whose  names  did 
not  api)ear,  and  that  none  of  those  five  individuals  figure  now  in  your 
new  list,  with  the  exception  of  Lucia  Eibas,  who  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  said  washerwomen.  But  apart  from  this  it  would  appear  that 
yon  have  not  attached  to  this  subject  the  importance  it  deserves,  as  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  after  all  the  individuals,  excepting  three,  con- 
tained in  your  list  of  the  22d  of  February,  had  been  admitt^,  you  added 
others  wi&out  advising  this  department  of  this  circumstance,  or  of  your 
having  dismissed  any  of  titiose  persons  tliat  were  included  in  the  original 
list. 

With  regard  to  Bliss  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that  he  was  not  a  mem- 
b^  of  your  legation,  but  since  you  state  that  Balthazar,  Garreras's  ser- 
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vant,  had  also  been  reoo|?pi£ed  a  m^nber  of  the  legatioii,  I  most  point 
out  to  you  that  in  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  of  Jnly  yon  said  of  Uiose 
whose  names  had  been  given  as  not  belonging  to  the  legation  there  only 
remained  Carreras,  Kodrigaez,  his  servant^  and  the  wife  of  Leite  Pereira; 
and  although  in  your  note  of  the  following  day — the  13th-^-eommanicat- 
iug  that  Carreras  and  Rodriguez  had  left  the  legation  bdfore  the 
appointed  hoar,  you  said  that  the  colored  servant  of  Carreras  was  still 
with  you  as  a  servant,  you  never  alluded  to  the  subject  again,  and  after 
calling  this  person  first  Garreras's,  then  Eodriguez's  servant,  yon  only 
now  style  that  his  name  is  Balthazar.  I  am  not  aware  how  long  yon 
have  had  him  as  servant,  and  I  have  only  seen  by  your  unanswered  note 
of  the  13th  of  July  that  he  stiU  remained  with  you  in  that  chaiaeter, 
which  leads  to  the  supposition  that  for  some  time  past  he  had  ceased  to 
be  Carreras's  servant.  As  you  seemed  to  require  him,  no  objection  has 
been  raised,  but  I  have  only  to  remark  upon  the  incorrectness  of  yoor 
statement  that  this  individual  and  Bliss  were  the  only  persons  leoof- 
nized  as  members  of  your  legation. 

With  regard  to  the  concluding  part  of  your  note,  to  which  I  am  now 
replying,  I  beg  to  refer  to  what  has  already  been  stated  on  the  subject 
in  the  course  of  this  correspondence. 

Having  thus  replied  to  the  principal  points  of  the  note  above  aOnded 
to,  I  have  only  to  beg  that  you  will  consider  in  its  true  light  the  one  of 
this  department  under  date  of  the  31st  of  July  conjointly  with  this. 
And  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  a  few  words  more,  to  express  frankly  to 
you  that  if  until  now  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  ground  assumed 
by  you  in  your  correspondence,  by  even  casting  a  slur  upon  the  good 
faith  of  the  judicial  department  of  my  country,  and  denying  the  truth  of 
the  official  assurances  made  to  you  with  rega^  to  the  guilt  of  Bliss  and 
Masterman,  my  government  can  only  view  such  procee^g  as  an  ofOeuse 
to  its  honor  and  its  dignity. 

The  government  of  this  republic,  far  from  wishing  that  you  should 
forfeit  the  approval  of  your  government  and  of  puUic  opinion  in  the 
community  of  nations,  will,  on  the  contrary,  rejoice  to  see  that  yon  do 
not  step  beyond  the  principles  of  sound  i)olicy  and  the  dictates  of  reasim 
and  justice  prescribe  by  the  respect  due  to  nations  and  their  govern- 
meiits. 

My  government  has  ever  been  inspired  by  this  wish,  and  it  grieves  it 
to  see  you  advocating  for  traitors  to  the  country  as  if  you  were  one  of 
them.  They  say  so,  at  least,  and  it  behooves  you  to  weigh  these  asser- 
tions, made  judicially,  which  I  will  here  further  complement  with  others. 

I  shall  first  bring  forward  one  of  the  individuals  of  whom  you  have 
stated  that  you  heard  of  for  the  first  time.  It  is  Benigno  Lopez,  who, 
among  other  things,  has  deposed  textually  as  follows: 

That  on  account  of  the  first  expedition  to  the  north  in  1664,  tbej  began  t»  talk 
politics. 

Washburn  sayinff  to  deponent ,  the  country  appears  to  *^ shake  itself.^ 

DEt»ONENT.  Yes,  out  we  do  not  know  who  will  suifer  the  first  blow,  although  it  i« 
probable  that  in  the  end  we  shall  fare  worse,  seeing  the  power  and  great  elements  of 
our  enemies. 

To  this  Washburn  perfectly  agreed  with  him. 

Then,  from  that  time  forward  they  continued  talking  whenever  they  met,  condemn- 
ing the  system  of  government,  because  the  nolicy  of  tne  government  was  arbitran', 
instead  of  being  liliSral  and  constitutional,  as  befitted  a  country  like  ParagnaT,Hrh  fe 
its  climate  and  for  its  natural  products  of  all  kinds ;  that  the  government  of  tiiewar- 
9hal  thought  of  nothing  but  making  soldiers;  and  that  searoely  any  private  <>t>*[|° 
was  to  bo  met  with ;  and  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  not  but  help  to  keep  back 
industry  and  retard  progress  and  civilization  in  the  country. 

That  all  their  conversations  were  in  this  tone  until  on  the  occasion  of  his  aeoompanj- 
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ing  Washburn  in  a  trip  he  made  to  the  front  in  March,  for  the  pnipoee  of  crossinff  over 
to  the  enemy's  camp,  they  went  more  deeply  into  the  matter,  and  mooted  the  idea  of 
the  necessity  of  a  change  of  ffOTemment  to  bring  to  a  close  the  protracted  war,  dne,  in 
Washburn's  opinion,  to  a  violent  and  inconsiderate  act  of  the  marshal,  of  which  he  cer- 
tainly sorely  repented. 

To  this  deponent  replied,  "  What  he  is  sOTry  for  is  not  to  have  taken  the  allies,  one  by 
one,  to  mAke  them  dance/' 

That  to  this  and  other  conversations  they  held  together  before  and  during  the  jour- 
ney, deponent  understood  that  Washburn  wished  that  the  alliance  should  triumph, 
rather  than  Paraguay,  and  that  he  would  be  disposed  to  work  in  this  sense,  on  which 
aeeonnt  he  had  no  scruple  in  laying  open  the  plan  of  endeavoring  to  efTect  a  change  of 
government,  not  doubting  that  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  as  soon  as  he  was  made  aware 
of  the  advantages  that  would  follow  a  succesBful  revolution,  would  send  the  bases  of 
a  final  arrangement  to  enable  them  to  begin  the  work. 

ThAt  in  Paso  Pucu,  and  Just  before  Washburn  passed  over  to  the  enemy's  eamp, 
deponent  went  to  see  him  in  his  quarters,  and  being  asked  by  him  about  the  situation 
of  the  Army,  deponent  answered  that  it  was  not  ba^  but  that  it  would  be  rendered  a 
Tery  difficult  one  if  Caxias  stretched  a  line  from  Tu^ti  as  ^far  as  the  Paraguay  River, 
because  it  would  be  then  inclosed.  That  while  saying  this  deponent  bent  down  and 
described  this  operation  by  marking  on  the  gronnd  the  various  positions  of  the  two 
armies,  and  showing  that  in  this  way  the  interior  of  the  republic  remained  exposed, 
and  that  nothing  could  obstruct  a  force  from  reaching  the  Tebicuari  by  Caapucu,  and 
by  making  a  rapid  movement  as  far  as  Paraguay,  which  was  not  far,  place  itself  in 
eontAct  with  the  revolutionary  force,  and  they  both  combined  would  then  be  able  to 
command  the  principal  departments  of  the  republic  and  the  capital  by  means  of  the 
railway. 

That  then  Washburn,  being  interested  to  understand  thoroughly  the  plan  proposed 
by  deponent,  drew  from  his  waistooat  pocket  a  pencil,  which  he  handed  to  deponent, 
saying  at  the  same  time  to  his  private  secretary,  Meinoke,  who  was  in  the  room,  to  go 
out  for  a  short  time,  which  the  latter  did  at  once,  not,  however,  before  having  heard 
part  of  the  conversation  and  seen  the  tracing  made  by  dei>onent  with  his  finger  on  the 
ground.  That  then,  when  Meincke  was  gone  out,  deponent  concluded  his  description 
with  Washburn's  pencil,  after  which  the  latter  left  for  the  enemy's  camp,  most  ukely 
carrying  with  him  the  drawing  made  on  paper  by  deponent. 

That  it  was  deponent's  intention,  in  making  a  drawing  of  the  intended  operation, 
that  Washburn  should  show  it  to  Caxias,  and  if  he  did  not  say  so  expressly,  it  was 
because  he  understood  that  Washburn  would  be  sure  to  do  it,  which,  in  fact,  turned 
out  subsequently  to  be  the  case,  not  only  because  the  enemy  realized  this  very  plan, 
but  because  Washburn  himself  on  his  return  brought  him  Caxias's  communicatiou, 
with  the  basis  for  effecting  the  change  of  government  as  deposed  to  previously. 

That  subsequently,  after  deponent  came  oack  from  the  army  to  the  capital,  towards 
the  end  of  September,  he  went  to  see  Washburn  in  his  house,  who  asked  him  how  he 
had  left  those  people,  (the  army,)  to  which  he  answered,  *'  Well  in  health,  but  not  so  as 
r^ards  their  XH>sition,  which,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  has  become  worse,"  (allnd- 
ingto  the  cireular  movement.) 

That  Washburn  asked  him  again,  "But  are  they  going  to  fight f 

Depokent.  Undoubtedly,  but  not  much. 

Washburn.  Why? 

Deponent.  Because  some  of  them  are  worn  out,  and  others  have  little  faith  in  a 
general  action,  seeing  the  elements  arrayed  against  them,  and  I  have  not  tried  to  unde- 
ceive them.  And  then  went  on  to  say,  I  see  with  great  pleasure  that  a  great  deal  has 
been  done  here,  and  well,  and  that  all  is  ready  in  anticipation  of  what  may  occur,  and 
I  think  soon. 

Washburn.  Mr.  Berges  is  a  very  able  man ;  under  his  Jesuitism  and  apxmrent  indif- 
ference, he  works  with  remarkable  activity. 

Deponent.  Indeed;  I  myself  never  thought  he  would  have  done  so  much. 

Washburn.  The  fact  is  he  has  excellent  coa^utors,  and  he  is  not  niggard  with  his 
god  money. 

That  then  Washburn  took  up  Dr.  Qraty's  book  and  they  both  looked  out  in  the  map 
attached  to  it  for  the  river  Tebieuari  and  the  distances  of  the  various  departments  from 
one  another,  all  with  reference  to  the  military  operations  connected  witn  the  expected 
revolotionaTy  movement. 

That  on  the  16th  of  October  deponent  met  Washburn  near  the  columns  of  the  gov- 
emment-bouse,  and  there  they  spoke  of  the  events  that  had  happened  at  the  seat  of 
wv  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  deponent  sa3ring  that  the  alnes  had  been  worsted, 
to  which  Washburn  replied :  **  Unless  it  is  an  engagement  as  those  described  by  the 
SemiiiArio,  in  which  one  or  two  hundred  kill  several  battalions  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  man ;"  that  deponent  also  said  on  this  occasion  that  the  line  of  the  besiegers  did 
iM»t  reach  yet  as  far  as  the  river,  and  more  in  this  sense. 

That  afterwards,  deponent  having  gone  to  visit  Washburn  in  his  house,  they  talked 
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about  the  news  that  the  enemy  had  reached  the  river,  sinking  two  vesselg.  Wadi- 
bum  said  that  they  had  done  wrong  in  losing  these  vessels,  because  the  anny  ooiild 
not  afford  to  be  without  them,  and  the  Braziuau  squadron  would  certainly  come  op. 
Deponent  answered  that  these  vessels  did  them  much  harm.  On  this  occasion  deponent 
also  naid  that  soon  great  events  might  be  expected,  alluding  to  the  movement  of  whi<^ 
he  (Washburn,  knew,  and  which  was  the  raising  of  the  siege. 

That  subsequently,  at  the  bejrinning  of  January,  when  deponent  was  casually  visit- 
ing Washburn  at  the  Trinidad  House,  the  latter,  after  inqiiirmg  about  the  news,  as  wu 
their  wont,  said  that  the  situation  was  becoming  every  day  more  critical,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things,  since  there  was  a  talk  of  even 
enlisting  women  to  continue  the  war,  and  that  this  revealed  the  impossibilitv  of  arriv- 
ing at  an  honorable  treaty,  (alluding  to  the  different  overtures  of  peace  whicn  the  mar- 
shal had  inflexibly  rejected.  J  That  such  a  thing  (enlisting  women)  was  ridiculous,  and 
that  his  wife  had  told  him  that  if  this  took  place  she  womd  not  remain  any  longer  ia 
a  country  that  allowed  such  things ;  to  which  deponent  replied  that  these  demouiitra- 
tions  haa  no  other  object  save  to  strengthen,  if  possible,  the  confidence  of  the  pubhc, 
adding,  **  If  you  j^o,  you  leave  us  in  a  pretty  pickle  f  and  Washburn  said,  **  If  I  remain, 
it  is  because  I  think  that  I  shall  be  able  to  be  of  some  service  to  you,**  (meaning  witii 
regard  to  the  revolution.) 

That  on  another  occasion  they  met  in  the  Campo  Grande,  when  Waahbnm,  who  was 
coming  from  the  house  of  Fidanza,  asked  deponent  what  was  the  news,  both  at  the  seat 
of  war  and  in  town,  and  being  answered  none,  showed  himself  little  {deased  with  the 
calm  that  prevailed,  and  deponent  thought  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  visit  he 
had  Just  been  paying,  in  company  with  Manlove,  to  Fidanza,  who  was  one  of  those 
implicated  in  the  revolution,  wnen  doubtless  they  had  discussed  the  matter. 

That  shortly  afterwards  Washburn  proceeded  to  Tapua.  Deponent  was  there  witk 
his  mother,  whom  Washburn  went  to  thank  for  having  lent  him  a  quinta  in  Trinidad 
to  pass  the  summer,  and  say  that  he  intended  returning  to  town.  On  taking  leave  id 
deponent  he  said  to  him  that  the  person  in  charge  of  the  French  consulate  was  a  £m4, 
because  he  talked  of  things  that  were  compromising. 

**  What  are  these  things  f ''  asked  deponent. 

Washburn.  He  talks  about  a  new  order  of  things ;  he  picks  up  and  repeats  evefy- 
thing,  and  talks  also  much  about  local  politics. 

That,  moreover,  deponent  remembers  ttuit  even  before  the  evacuation  of  the  capital, 
talking  of  the  probabilities  that  this  measure  would  be  adopted  in  C4>nsequence  ra  tiie 
afiair  of  Tayi,  and  Asuncion  declared  a  military  post,  Washonm  said  t-o  him  that  »di 
a  step  would  be  absunl ;  that  the  government  had  no  ri^ht  to  iuforce  it,  and  that  he 
could  even  protest  if  the  measure  applied  to  foreign  residents ;  that,  after  the  evacav 
tion  had  actually  been  decreed,  Jose  Berges  referred  in  the  office,  in  presence  of  a  third 
party,  that  had  been  the  same  night  on  a  visit  at  Washbum^s,  and  talking  aboot  the 
evacuation  of  the  capital,  the  latter  had  formidly  declared  that  he  for  his  own  part 
would  do  no  such  thing,  and  on  that  account  he  offered  Berges  an  asylum  if  ever  he 
required  one,  and  begged  him  to  say  so  to  the  government  people.  That  Wadibnn 
maintained  his  right  to  protest  against  the  evacuation,  as  he  said  to  deponent,  inas- 
much as  it  concerned  foreigners,  and  that  the  consuls  were  not  discharging  their  dutieB 
when  they  withdrew,  and  that  if  he  did  not  protest,  it  was  because  his  own  f^ow- 
countrymen  were  few.  That  to  declare  the  capital  a  fortress,  with  only  one  gun,  and 
against  iron-clads,  running  the  risk  of  its  being  destroyed,  was  an  uixjustifiabie  enor. 

That  deponent  knows,  also,  that  Washburn  warmly  maintained  these  same  ideas  witk 
a  view  of  being  backed  up  by  the  French  and  Italian  consuls,  as  they  themselves  said, 
but  that  the^  refused  to  support  him ;  and  the  deponent,  moreover,  says  that  Waahban 
spoke  in  this  sense  to  natives  and  foreigners,  making  the  revolutionists  uuderstaad 
that  he  did  so  in  their  interest ;  and,  to  inspire  them  with  more  confidence,  he  rented 
several  houses,  in  which  he  began  to  give  refuge  to  Englishmen,  and  then  to  Carreni 
and  Rodriguez,  who  belong  to  the  revolution. 

That  he  remembers  also  that  Washburn  complained  to  him  and  others  of  his  living; 
in  the  capital,  and  said  to  him  more  particularly  that  the  small  consideration  shown 
towards  his  person,  and  latterly  towards  his  flag,  would  end  by  exasperating  him  aad 
place  the  government  in  a  situation  even  more  critical  than  the  actual  one,  letting  cme 
understand  by  this,  deponent  says,  that  he  might  break  off  abruptly  the  good  reUaooa 
between  the  republic  and  the  United  States. 

That  in  Paso  Pucu,  after  Washburn's  return  fh>m  the  enemy's  camp,  bringing  the 
bases  and  the  letter  of  Caxias  for  deponent,  the  latter  said  to  Wadiibum,  that  if  they  were 
successful  he  might  reckon  upon  half  a  million  and  something  more  in  order  that» 
instead  of  going  to  Chili,  he  might  go  where  he  pleased,  and  that  he  said  this  becaM 
Washburn  was  always  talking  of  going  &om  hence  to  take  charge  of  the  legatioa  ia 
Chili,  and  that  it  was  only  this  hope  that  made  him  put  up  with  uie  Paraguayan  lif^ 
tion. 

That,  besides  this  offer,  deponent,  about  the  end  of  October  or  beginmag  of  Novea- 
ber,  delivered  to  Washbom,  in  two  sums,  the  amount  of  one  thousand  gold  oonoos  and 
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$15,000  currency,  telling  him  that  if  he  required  more  he  should  not  hesitate  to  say  so, 
b«*i*an8e  there  were  three  thousand  ounces  at  his  disposal. 

That  this  amount  was  given  to  Washburn  by  deponent  personally  in  Washbum^s 
house  in  the  capital,  where  deponent  went,  carrying  it  himself,  the  first  time  on  foot, 
and  the  second  time  on  horseback,  on  both  occasions  at  dusk. 

That  deponent's  object  in  giving  Washburn  this  gratuity  was  on  account  of  his  offi- 
cial co-operation  in  the  revolution. 

That  in  the  above-mentioned  letter  of  Caxias,  Washburn  was  said  to  have  explained 
the  plan  intrusted  to  him  by  deponent ;  that  Caxias  was  agreeable  to  it,  and  sent  the 
required  bases,  urging  that  action  should  be  taken  in  that  sense;  that  the  bearer 
(Washburn)  would  co-oi>erate  efficiently,  and  that  he  went  bein  cheio,  (well  paid.) 

That  these  bases  w^ero  the  same  as  those  proposed  to  the  government  by  Mr.  Gould, 
with  the  material  diflference  that  the  change  of  government  was  the  first  in  those  received 
by  deponent,  whilst  it  ap]>cared  last  in  Gould's. 

That  Washburn,  as  appears,  bribed  by  Marquis  de  Caxias,  was  intrusted  to  him  with 
the  commission  of  proposing  ex-oflicially  to  the  marshal  of  his  own  accord  to  resign,  in 
order  to  make  peace,  which,  knowing  beforehand  that  the  marshal  would  not  consent, 
was  done  in  order  that  Washburn  might  be  at  liberty  to  talk  on  the  matter  and  popu- 
larize the  idea  that  the  marshal  was  the  only  cause  of  the  war,  and  consequently  tnat 
the  alliance,  far  from  attacking  the  nation,  had  no  other  object  in  view  except  to  save 
it  by  means  of  a  new  government. 

That  in  pursuance  of  this  purpose,  Mr.  Washburn,  wished  to  take  advantage  of  the 
army  being  besieged  to  ofi'er  his  services  to  the  marshal  on  the  same  basis  as  mx,  Gould, 
with  only  some  accidental  changes,  with  a  view  of  being  enabled  to  ^o  over  to  the 
enemy's  camp,  to  hold  an  interview  with  the  Marquis  de  Caxias,  apprise  him  of  the  state 
of  things  with  reference  to  the  revolution,  and  urge  him  to  move,  in  order  to  profit  by 
the  good  dispositions  of  the  nation. 

That  on  imother  occasion  Washburn  said  that  probably  when  the  war  was  at  an  end 
the  country  would  give  itself  a  constitution  ;  to  which  deponent  replied  that  he  did 
not  think  it  would  l>e  wise  to  do  so  when  the  nation  emerged  from  so  prostrate  a  con- 
dition. 

WASHBrRN.  Do  you  intend  going  on  with  despotism  ? 

Deponent.  No,  sir;  laws  wiU  be  given,  but  neither  with  the  name  nor  character  of 
constitution,  viz.,  as  is  done  in  England. 
WAiiHBCRN.  Mr.  Berges  is  more  constitutional  than  you  are. 
Deponent.  That  is  because  he  has  been  in  the  United  States. 

That  besides  these  conversations  which  deponent  had  with  Washburn,  the  former 
knew,  through  Berges,  that  the  latter  was  prepared  to  do  anything  he  was  asked  or 
that  was  necessary  m  support  of  the  revolution  so  as  to  secure  its  success,  and  Berges 
himself  forwarded  to  him  all  the  news  that  came  from  the  army.  In  a  word,  that  ne 
was  on  the  most  perfect  understanding  with  him,  (Washburn,)  and  that  the  latter 
received  and  sent  Berges'sand  Carreras's  correspondence  for  outside,  that  had  reference 
to  the  revolution,  and  also  communicated  all  those  he  himself  received. 

That,  in  addition  to  all  this,  Washburn  was  bound,  if  the  revolution  was  success- 
ful, to  recognize  the  new  government  that  should  spring  out  of  it,  and  in  a  contrary 
case  give  an  asylum  under  his  flag  to  the  revolutionists. 

That  all  the  papers  of  the  revolution  which  passed  through  deponent's  hands  were 
pat  by  him  into  a  square  envelope,  which  he  closed  with  ^m  and  sealed,  and  then  took 
in  person  to  the  American  minister,  after  writing  ui)on  it  "  Private  papers,"  and  in  a 
comer  the  initials  "  B.  L.;"that  on  delivering  this  envelope  to  the  minister  he  told  him, 
**  I  do  not  wish  to  leave  these  papers  in  my  house,  and  thert^fore  bring  them  to  you ;" 
to  which  Washburn  replied  "  Very  well  f  and  taking  the  envelopMB,  placM^  it  on  a  round 
tAble ;  that  this  happened  when  the  papers  iu  the  government  office  began  to  be  moved 
on  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  iron-clads  at  Asuncion.  It  was  about  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, about  midday,  deponent  entered  the  drawing-room  by  the  dining-room  door, 
having  been  announced  by  the  servant  Katy ;  that  during  the  few  moments  he  remained 
^vrith  the  minister  they  talked  about  the  iron-clads,  and  the  latter  asked  whether  the 
oxty  was  to  be  evacuated.  Deponent  said,  ''  Yes  f  that  when  deponent  entered  the 
iLmwing-room  the  minister  was  drinking  gin,  and  therefore  asked  him  whether  he  pre- 
f*-rred  this  or  brandy,  and  on  deponent  saying  he  preferred  the  latter,  he  ordered  Katy 
t4*  bring  some.  She  shortly  afterwards  came  with  a  small  tray,  with  some  brandy  and 
ft  wine-glass,  and  deponent  took  a  little.  Boon  after  deponent  left,  and  Washburn 
accompanied  him  to  the  hall. 

That  the  last  conversation  which  deponent  had  with  Washburn  was  on  the  15th 
3Carch.  Deponent  came  to  the  capital  on  his  way  to  the  army ;  Washburn  was  going 
f»ixt  of  town,  and  they  met  two  sauares  behind  the  church  of  San  Roque,  and  stopped  a 
few  moments  to  converse.  Wa^buru  asked  deponent  where  he  was  going,  and  being 
Answered  "To  the  army,"  said,  "What  can  I  ao  for  youf  Deponeut  answered,  "1 
commend  to  you  my  fainily,  and  wish  you  may  be  successful  f  meaning  that  I  left  my 
£ajnily  under  his  protection,  as  he  had  offered  to  look  after  defenceless  people  and  their 
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fortunes^  and  that  he  might  he  fortunate  in  the  share  he  (Washburn)  had  taken  in  the 
revolution. 

Now  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  listen,  for  the  first  time,  to  another 
individual  who  [mentions  you.  Ex-Commander  General  of  Arms  Yeu- 
ancio  Lopez  says  what  follows : 

That  on  the  Ist  of  April  the  American  minister  went  to  visit  deponent  at  his  honsein 
town,  and  told  him,  "  Hnmaita  cannot  resist  the  iron-clads,  and  much  less  can  the  for- 
tifications improvised  do  so  j"  and  that  **  Brazilians  being  masters  of  the  Parana  and  of 
Misiones,  it  is  impossible  to  dislodge  them,  and  the  Paraguayans  are  so  locked  in  that  there 
is  no  possible  escape ;  however,  m  my  house,  which  is  at  your  disposal,  you  shall  be 
ptaranteed,  but  it  cannot  hold  all.  Moreover,  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  what  you 
have  acquired,"  (referring  to  the  revolution,)  "and  it  would. be  well  for  you  to  writ-e  to 
Caxias  that  your  family  and  your  interests  may  be  saved.  It  is  the  only  thing  that 
remains  to  be  done." 

That,  moreover,  he  told  deponent  to  let  Caxias  know  that  aU  the  leaders  of  the  revo- 
lution had  been  sent  to  the  army,  and  that  therefore  the  whole  plan  was  discovered. 
That  deponent  at  first  refused,  not  having  any  intercourse  with  Caxias,  to  which  Wash- 
bum  readied  that  it  did  not  matter ;  deponent  then  asked  him  by  what  means  he  could 
send  a  communication,  and  Washburn  replied  by  way  of  Caapacu,  sajnng  that  there 
was  one  Tilifer,  adding  that  Vasconcellos  (the  vice-consul)  also  knew  this  individual 
and  promising  that  he,  together  with  deponent's  letter,  would  send  one. 

That  the  American  minister  had  stated  the  point  at  which  the  BraziUan  advanced 
posts  were  stationed. 

That  deponent  received  Caxias's  through  the  American  minister,  by  the  Wasp,  and 
its  contents  were  to  the  efiect  that  he  was  not  to  be  afraid,  since  aU  that  wa&  meant  was 
a  change  of  administration  to  avoid  the  ravages  of  the  war. 

That  deponent  also  ^Tote  another  letter  to  Caxias,  dated  the  10th  or  11th  of  May, 
saying  that,  on  the  faith  of  the  American  minister's  assurance,  he  continued  to  work 
for  the  revolution,  although  with  faint  hopes  of  success,  bexiause  the  leaders  had  all  been 
seized  and  their  plans  discovered ;  that  it  was  forwarded  by  Washburn  with  his  own 
dispatches,  but  no  answer  to  it  ever  came. 

That  the  American  minister  had  taken  charge  of  all  the  papers  as  a  guarantee^  it 
being  understood  that  these  papers  are  those  that  refer  to  the  revolution.  That  those 
among  them  that  were  not  thought  of  any  interest  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  theron^b 
copies.  That  deponent  delivered  to  the  minister  himself  the  documents  he  found  m 
Bedoya's  possession,  the  same  that  Benigno  had  shown  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
he  arrived  the  last  time  at  the  camp,  savmc  that  those  were  the  papers  of  which  Bedo\*a 
also  had  spoken  when  he  came ;  that  the  deponent  had  found  them  when  ho  went  to 
look  for  some  pens  in  Bedoya's  oflSce,  and  that  after  Benigno's  return  he  had  forgotten 
aU  about  them. 

That  said  documents  were  under  a  sealed  cover,  marked  T)ocum4mtm  de  SoJiiiaiief,  and 
that  he  gave  them  to  the  American  minister,  together  with  a  sheet  of  pax>er  on  which 
were  written  the  names  of  the  new  administration ;  that  he  gave  them  on  the  4th  (rf 
July,  about  10  a.  m.,  in  the  house  of  the  deponent's  mother,  where  he  lived  ;  that  Wash- 
bum,  on  receiving  the  sealed  packet,  said,  "  This  wiU  serve  as  a  dupUcate,*'  showing 
that  he  was  well  aware  of  its  contents. 

That  the  words  by  which  Washburn  began  to  talk  to  deponent,  and  induce  him  to 
take  part  in  the  conspiracy,  were  as  follows : 

Washburn.  What  news  ?    None,  as  ilsual  ? 

Deponent.    I  know  nothing. 

Washburn.  It  is  strange  that  your  brother  (the  marshal)  does  not  wish  peace  in  Bpit«» 
of  all  I  have  done,  and  I  cannot  see  any  hope  of  victory,  knowing  the  great  power  of 
Brazil,  and  its  influence  everywhere.  Besidea,  all  know  the  right  of  Brazil  to  sustain 
this  war,  into  which  it  has  been  forced,  and  hence  nobody  dares  offer  its  intervention, 
and  your  brother  would  be  admired  as  among  the  most  mmous  and  valiant  men  if  he 
were  to  resign,  not  because  he  is  conquered,  but  for  the  sake  of  re-establishing  peac**, 
and  allow  Sanchez  to  take  his  plac«  with  a  view  of  entering  into  negotiations,  Th« 
great  republic  is  the  only  one  that  ought  to  save  Paraguay,  and  secure  its  autonomy. 
The  secret  treaty  is  ridiculous,  and  the  United  States  wiirnot  recognize  it.  There  are 
not  many  men  of  capacity  here,  and  a  few  of  the  most  prominent,  who  eiyoy  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  may  be  the  means  of  salvation. 

That  deponent  approved  these  ideas^  and  made  up  his  mind  to  support  therevohitioii, 
of  which  the  minister  was  thus  the  principal  promoter,  and  promised  moreover  to  con- 
sent to  become  the  organ  of  communication  between  the  enemy  and  the  conspirators. 

That  according  to  that  Washburn  himself  told  deponent,  the  object  of  his  wishin^r  to 
have  the  Wasp  at  Asuncion  was  that  she  might  be  there  to  protect  his  friends,  and  that 
he  was  surprised  at  Caxias's  refusal  to  let  her  pass,  which  he  could  only  attribute  tolus 
unwillingness  to  establish  a  precedent  for  others. 

That  when  deponent  asked  Washburn  how  the  situation  could  be  saved,  now  that  his 
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exctsUency  knew  of  the  revolution,  he  was  answered,  "  It  is  that  canaille  Converville, 
who  is  incapable  of  keeping  a  secret,  who  has  discovered  all.  But  Caxias  will  not  lose 
any  time ;  he  will  hasten  to  take  Hnmaita,  then  he  will  send  the  fleet  this  way,  and 
move  the  army  towards  the  Tebicuari,  so  that  you  (the  conspirators)  will  l>e  able  to 
Have  yourselves,  because  I  shall  then  ask  for  an  armistici^  and  propose  the  commis- 
sioners who  are  to  treat  with  the  allies ;  that  once  this  is  obtained,  the  situation  would 
depend  on  the  revolutionary  movement,  and  consequently  the  national  army  would  not 
be  able  to  act,  but  must  submit,  since  Caxias  is  sure  to  send  troops  which  he  will  land 
wlierever  he  thinks  best  for  callins^  oft*  the  attention  of  the  marshal,  who  being  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides,  his  retreat  will  be  rendered  very  difticult,  and  he  will  be  lorced 
into  coming  to  terras  not  so  advantageous  as  they  would  have  been  at  first ;  that  with 
regard  to  Humaita,  it  was  no  impediment  to  Caxias,  and  it  had  not  suited  his  plans  to 
have  taken  it  sooner ;  l^esides,  he  preferred  a  surrender/' 

That  after  this  revelation  WashDum  persuaded  deponent  to  write  to  Caxias,  saying 
that  he  and  Comandante  Fernandez  were  the  only  ones  that  could  save  the  situation. 

Next  comes  Jos6  Vicente  Urdapilleta,  ex-judge  of  second  instance, 
who  makes  the  following  references  to  you : 

That  the  American  minist-er  was  compromised  to  guarantee  the  transmission  of  the 
communication  which  Benigno  held  with  the  enemy,  who  was  to  operate  in  combinar 
tion  with  the  revolutionary  forces,  and  protect  the'  movement  by  sending  to  Asuncion 
the  iron-clads,  with  a  landing  force  that  was  to  be  disembarked  in  the  capital  itself,  or 
any  other  convenient  spot,  following  the  plan  of  operations  to  be  agreed  upon  later  on. 
That,  moreover,  Mr.  Washburn  undertook  to  employ  his  best  efforts,  and  even  go  so  far 
as  to  obtain  the  support  of  his  government  and  make  use  of  the  material  force  at  his 
disposal  in  the  river  Plata  to  assist  in  the  realization  of  the  intended  movement,  since 
among  his  instructions  from  his  government  was  that  of  laboring  for  the  maintenance 
of  freedom  among  the  South  American  nations. 

That  the  moment  or  time  when  the  revolution  was  to  break  out  was  to  be  announced 
by  Mr.  Washburn,  as  he  had  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  allied  army,  either  by  letter  or  by  an  interview. 

That  on  another  afternoon,  about  twenty  days  later,  the  deponent  met,  near  the 
house  of  the  Figueredos,  Benigno  Lopez,  who  was  coming  from  his  house  in  the  Recoleta., 
and  walked  with  him  as  far  as  the  center  of  the  town.  On  tills  occasion  deponent 
>uskcd  how  the  revolution  was  getting  on,  <and  Benigno  said  that  of  all  those  who  took 
part  in  it  Mr.  Washburn  deserved  more  praise  than  all,  and  was  lending  very  valuable 
etervices  to  the  revolutionary  cause,  and  that  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  great  consider- 
ation both  from  the  conspirators  and  the  nation  in  general;  and  that  in  consequence  he 
had  given  Mr.  Washburn  1,500  gold  ounces  and  $45,000  currency,  to  which  deponent 
reniarkeil  that  it  was  a  ^eat  deal,  and  he  must  be  well  pleased,  since  he  only  received 
$5,000  annually  from  his  government  for  his  mission,  which,  according  to  his  own 
de<'laration,  was  all  the  fortune  he  posscsse<l.  That  then  Benigno  said  that  Washburn's 
deserts  were  also  very  great,  since  he  was  dis|)08ed  to  favor  the  conspirators  by  all  the 
means  at  his  disposal,  and  that  he  had  said  that  he  intended  to  get  two  or  three  men- 
of-war  of  the  I7nit«d  States  stationed  at  Asuncion,  in  order  to  be  able  to  protect  under 
his  flag  the  insurgents  in  case  they  were  defeated  or  that  their  plans  miscarried.  That 
upon  all  those  grounds  he  (Benigno)  had  given  the  above  sum  to  Washburn,  and  would, 
ou  the  termination  of  this  transaction,  give  him  an  equal  or  larger  sum,  (this  deponent 
does  not  recollect  well,)  and  that  for  the  $25,(X)0  in  notes  he  could  purchase  a  piece  of 
land  well  situated  for  a  country  residenco,  and  for  which  purpose  he  might  dispose  of 
government  land  at  a  moderate  price. 

That  a  few  days  afterwards  deponent  met  Mr.  Washburn  coming  from  his  house  in 
Trinidad,  near  the  house  of  BeliUa,  who  asked  him  the  news  of  the  war. 

Urdapilleta.  I  know  nothing  these  last  days ;  do  you  7 

Mlnwtkk.  No  more  do  I;  but  I  am  going  to  the  government  house,  and  if  I  hear  any- 
thing I  will  Cidl  on  my  way  back  at  your  house.  He  then  wont  on :  "D,  Benigno  tells 
iii«*  that  you  are  initiated  into  the  revolution,  and  I  am  happy  that  men  like  you  should 
take  part  in  such  things." 

Urdapilleta.  It  is  true ;  and  you  also  have  taken  part  in  it  to  guarantee  the  com- 
riiiinications  with  the  enemy. 

MiNiSTEii.  Yes ;  and  something  more  than  that.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  exerting 
rsiyself  for  the  project,  and  I  shall  even  engage  the  name  of  my  government,  if  neces- 
s^xiry,  because  by  instructions  I  am  requested  to  do  all  I  can  to  secure  freedom  to  the 
^  » a ticms  of  America.  I  propose  p)ing  down  the  river  to  fetch  my  communications,  which 
r  have  not  received  for  some  time  piist,  and  at  the  same  time  I  will  arrange  matters 
I  between  them,  (Benigno  and  the  enemy.) 

Uki>apilleta.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it,  and  hope  you  will  do  as  you  say. 

MiNiSTKR.  Never  fear ;  it  shiill  l)e  so. 

That  on  another  occasion,  when  deponent  was  standing  at  the  door  of  his  own  house, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


814  DIPLOMATIC    C0RKE8P0NDENCE. 

and  Washburn,  as  he  frequently  used  to  do,  passed  by,  deponent  asked  him  how  matten 
were  j^oing. 

Minister,  (rubbing  his  hands.)  I  am  awaiting  anxiously  for  my  dispatches  from  my 
government,  and  with  them  the  other,  (from  the  enemy.) 

UuDAPiLLtrrA.  And  will  this  bring  us  any  good  f 

Minister.  Of  course. 

That  after  exchanging  a  few  more  words,  they  talked  of  the  actual  state  of  ihinp, 
and  Washburn  said  that  it  was  well  that  Marshal  Lopez  should  have  rendered  hb 
country  famous  by  his  heroic  defense  of  it ;  that  when  the  war  was  over,  many  capital- 
ists would  come  on  a  visit,  and  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  it  on  account  of  it* 
riches ;  but  that,  in  spite  of  all  this,  and  oi  Marshal  Lopez  having  brought  to  Hght 
Paraguay,  the  government  of  the  mikrshal  in  no  way  suited  the  nation,  because  a  mili- 
tary chief  is  constantly  inclined  to  war,  and  the  alternatives  of  peaee  and  war  obstruct 
the  progressive  march  of  th^  countiy,  because  war  destrovs  the  wealth  produced  by 
peace ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  ofiered  a  large  field  lor  exploration,  and  by  intro- 
ducing improvements  from  abroad— such  as  machinery,  d:c. — great  and  rapid  progress 
might  be  made  if  the  government  were  not  a  military  one. 

That  in  one  of  their  conversations  Mr.  Washburn  told  deponent  that  Satumino 
Bedoya  had  offered  him  his  quinta  at  Ibiray,  a  handsome  two-storv  building,  with  for- 
niture  and  over>i;hing  necessary,  even  a  servant,  without  charging  anything  for  it 
Deptmeiit  thought  that  this  was  not  of  mere  friendship,  but  as  a  sort  of  return  for  Mr. 
Washburn^s  services  in  tlie  cause  of  the  revolution 

Francisco  Rodriguez  Larreta,  who  according  to  your  own  testimoDv 
is  known  to  have  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  you,  says  as  followd: 

That  with  regard  to  the  conditions  of  the  secret  treaty  of  the  "  triple  aUiance,*'  Min- 
ister Washburn  said  that  although  they  were  too  harsh,  Paraguay  would  sooner  or  later 
have  to  submit  to  them,  because  the  Brazilians  were  very  strong ;  and  if  this  was  later, 
the  sooner  it  took  place  the  bett-er. 

That,  as  a  general  principle  of  international  law,  Minister  Washburn  considered  inad- 
missible the  pretensions  of  the  allies  that  his  excellency  Marshal  Lopez  should  resieu 
the  supreme  rule  of  the  republic,  and  believed  such  a  demand  an  attack  on  the  im&- 

Sondence  and  sovereignty  of  a  constituted  country ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  thiup 
e  thought  such  resignation  would  afford  the  most  efficacious  means  of  bringing  tlie 
war  to  an  end,  and  that  on  this  occasion  he  had  resolved  to  sapport  the  revolution. 

That  when  the  minister  came  back  from  San  Fernando  he  said  that  he  had  been  abk 
to  do  nothing  with  respect  to  the  fate  of  Benigno  Lopez  and  Satumino  Bedoya,  ami 
that  he  had  only  heard  that  Ber^ee  had  been  taken  unweU  in  crossinf^  the  Cbaeo, 
which  led  him  (Washburn)  to  believe  that  if  Berges  was  ill  in  his  house,  it  was  so  fer 
reassuring  as  indicating  that  he  was  not  a  prisoner,  and  that  therefore  the  revolution- 
ary project  was  not  to  be  considered  as  having  ^Uen  through,  but,  on  the  oontiani-. 
still  practicable. 

That,  on  the  occasion  of  Leite  Pereira  presenting  himself  at  the  American  legatioB 
for  shelter,  Washburn  consulted  Carreras  and  deponent  as  to  what  point  the  wotectioii 
of  his  house  could  avail  said  Leite  Pereira  under  present  circumstances.  That  both 
deponent  and  Carreras  said  that  he  had  in  no  way  the  right  to  ^ve-  him  shelter  if  be 
was  claimed  by  the  tribunal  as  being  charged  criminaUy ;  and  in  order  more  fully  ^ 
convince  him,  they  referred  him  to  the  principal  authors  on  international  law  that  treat 
this  point,  such  as  Yattel,  Martens,  Wheaton,  Haiisefeuille,  and  Andres  Bello:  and 
that,  notwithstanding  his  conviction  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  so,  and  knowledj^ 
that  he  (Pereira)  was  implicated  in  the  revolution,  Waahbum  admitted  him  into  ba 
house. 

That  Minister  Washburn  has  guaranteed  to  the  revolutionary  committee  the  pn>t€<^ 
tion  of  his  house,  and  promised  those  who  had  already  taken  refuge  with  him  tliat  he 
would  not  deliver  them  up  to  justice  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  forc-e,  as  he  said  him- 
self to  deponent,  which  proved  the  fact  that  up  to  the  very  moment  when  deponent 
and  Carreras  went  out  into  the  streets  to  place  themselves  in  the  hands  of  jvatke^ 
Washburn  repeated  to  them  that  if  they  did  not  wish  to  deliver  themselves  up  tbej 
had  only  to  say  so,  and  he  would  never  consent  to  their  being  taken  away  except 
by  main  force. 

That  Minister  Washburn  entreated  deponent  and  Carreras  not  to  reveal  that  he  ba4i 
any  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  revolution,  and  not  to  compromise  him  in  their 
depositions,  offering  them  every  possible  assistance  in  case  they  remained  in  Asoncton; 
that  both  deponent  and  Carreras  assured  him  they  would  not  reveal  the  secret,  or  in 
any  way  betray  him. 

That  in  different  conversations  they  had  during  deponent's  stay  at  the  lection, 
Washburn  expressed  his  concern  in  the  event  of  the  revolution  falling  through  without 
their  being  able  to  attain  the  end  they  sought,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  ami 
lamented  the  probable  fate  of  aU  those  who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  plot. 

That  Minister  Washburn  received  the  sum  of  $140,000  in  notes,  according  to  what 
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Washburn  himself  revealed  to  deponent ;  that  tliis  money  was  fpven  to  him  by  Benigno 
Lopez,  in  the  last  days  of  Febrnary  or  beginuin;;  of  March,  (deponent  does  not  recollect 
the  date  exactly ;)  that  the  money  was  carried  by  two  women-servants  of  Benigno  him- 
self on  their  heads,  in  two  journeys,  about  dark ;  that  deponent  was  present  once  when 
one  of  these  servants  came  in  with  the  money ;  and  that  the  minister  placed  the  sum  of 
$40,000  at  the  disposal  of  deponent  and  Carreras,  according  to  a  request  he  said  he  had 
received  from  Benigno  himsell  Deponent  and  Carreras,  however,  did  not  take  the 
money,  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  it  at  the  time,  and  consequently  the  whole  amount 
remained  in  the  minister's  possession. 

Dr.  Carreras  says  also : 

That  Mr.  Washburn  maintains  in  principle  that  although  the  government  of  Para- 
guay is  not  bound  to  give  in  to  the  pretensions  of  the  allies  with  regard  to  the  resigna- 
tion by  his  excellency  Marshal  Loimjz  of  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  still  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  owing  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war  and  the  consequent 
annihilation  of  the  country,  it  is  advisable  to  make  a  spontaneous  and  personal  sacri- 
fice, so  long  as  the  national  independence  is  sacred ;  and  since  the  marshal  is  deter- 
mined not  to  give  in,  and  is  inspired  by  a  fanaticism  to  cany^  on  the  war  until  the  coun- 
try is  totally  distroyed,  he  (Washburn)  thinks  that  any  means  is  good  which  will  save 
the  nation  from  so  complete  a  sacrttice,  and  consequently  has  approved  the  plan  of 
the  revolution  and  taken  part  in  it  to  overturn  the  marshal  by  hunger  or  by  the  aagger. 

Yoor  excellency  is  also  alluded  to  by  Leite  Pereira,  Autonio  Vascon- 
cellas,  and  others  of  the  revolutionary  party,  who  have  been  more  or  less 
aware  of  the  important  part  they  say  you  have  taken  in  it. 

But  I  shall  conclude  these  quotations  with  one  more  of  ex-Minister 
Berges's,  who  says  that  when  you  complained  of  the  want  of  the  neces- 
saries) of  life,  such  as  sugar,  brandy,  coffee,  wine,  and  even  clothes,  a« 
you  could  find  nothing  but  aguardiente  of  the  country,  Berges  had 
remarked  that  with  money  and  yerba  one  might  get  on,  (alluding  to  the 
fact  that  Berges  himself  supplied  you  with  yerba  and  Benigno  with 
money.)  To  this  deponent  goes  on  to  say  the  minister  replied,  "  It  is 
true  that  you  supply  me  with  yej*ba,  and  Benigno  has  given  me  some 
money." 

Dei)onent  said,  ''  It  cannot  have  been  a  small  sum." 

The  minister  replied,  ".What  Benigno  gave  me  is,  at  the  present  rate 
of  exchange,  approximately  equal  to  what  you  gave  in  Korth  America 
to  Ward  and  Carlisle." 

For  all  this,  and  for  the  antecedents  of  which  your  excellency  is  aware, 
my  government  would  have  been  justified  to  have  broken  oft'  some  time 
back  all  intercourse  with  a  minister  who,  in  the  critical  circumstances 
through  which  the  Paraguayan  people  is  passing,  figures,  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  infamous  traitors  of  the  country  themselves,  as  one  of  them. 
My  government,  however,  ever  anxious  to  give  the  most  unequivocal 
proofs  of  its  high  consideration  and  regard  towards  the  government  of 
the  great  American  republic,  has  done  no  such  thing,  but  only  confines 
itself  to  remitting  to  you  the  passports  which  you  have  repeatedly 
solicited  in  order  to  leave  the  country,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
that  the  Wasp,  which  has  come  to  fetch  you,  is  waiting  for  you  in 
Yilleta,  and  that  a  stea^mer  will  be  in  attendance  in  the  port  of  Asuncion 
for  you  and  your  suite. 

Among  the  individuals  of  the  legation  the  accused  Bliss  and  Master- 
man,  as  not  belonging  to  it,  cannot  obtain  their  passi>orts,  and  they  must 
remain  to  answer  the  charges  that  are  hanging  over  them  before  the 
local  courts  of  justice.  Neither  can  Balthazar,  Carrera's  servant,  leave 
the  country,  for  which  reason  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  passport. 

Having  thus  also  replied  to  your  note,  dated  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  your 
excellency  the  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration. 

LUIS  CAMINOS. 

His  Excellency  Charles  A.  Washbubn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  5, 1868. 
Mr.  Washburn,  the  United  States  minister,  has  the  honor  to  acknowl. 
edge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  his  honor  Lnis  Caminos,  of  the  4A 
instant,  in  which,  at  his  conclusion,  he  says  that  passports  will  be  fur- 
nished as  requested  to  all  save  Mr.  Bliss,  Mr.  Masterman,  and  Balthazar, 
and  that  a  Paraguayan  steamer  will  be  ready  to-day  to  take  the  minister 
and  suite  to  Villeta,  where  the  United  States  gunboat  Wasp  is  waiting  to 
receive  them  on  board.  Mr.  Washburn  will  endeavor  to  be  ready,  if  he 
can  obtain  the  i>eones  or  carretas  necessary  to  carry  his  tninks,  boxes, 
&c.,  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  will  be  greatly  obliged  to  his  honor 
Senor  Caminos  if  he  coidd  assist  him  in  procuring  them.  He  has  in  his 
possession  a  large  quantity  of  patacones,  belonging  mostly  to  English, 
who  have  rexjuesteil  him  to  send  it  or  take  it  away  in  case  he  should 
have  the  opportunity.  Will  Senor  Caminos  be  kind  enough  to  inform 
him  if  the  government  will  object  to  his  doing  so  t 


Senor  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translation.] 

Depaktment  of  State  and  Foreign  Eelations, 

Asundouy  September  5, 186S. 
I  have  the  honor  to  notify  you  of  the  reception  of  your  verbal  note  of 
tliis  date  in  answer  to  mine  of  yesterday. 

As  ^Ir.  Washburn  is  not  anxious  to  leave  to-day,  the  steamer  will  wait 
for  him  till  to-morrow,  so  that  he  need  not  put  his  baggage  aboard  in 
the  rain.  I  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  this  as  well  as  for  the  drap 
he  may  need. 

You  will  please  give  me  the  names  of  the  persons  who  want  to  send 
off  money  by  you,  and  the  (luantity  that  each  wishes  to  send. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  ofter  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

LUIS  CAMIXOa 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  ifec,  rfrc,  etc. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  of  the  Uihted  States, 

Asuncion^  September  5, 186S. 
Mr.  Washburn,  the  American  minister,  in  answer  to  your  note  of 
to-day,  has  the  honor  to  state  that,  from  a  hasty  examination  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  bags  and  boxes  left  in  his  charge  by  certain  English  subjects, 
he  has  made  out  the  following.  Many  of  the  bags  and  boxes  not  having 
their  contents  marked  upon  them,  and  being  either  sealed  or  nailed,  it 
is  not  easy  to  give  the  exact  amount  of  each.    The  list  of  those  which 
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have  the  qnantity  marked  upon  them  by  the  owner  is  given,  and  the 
weight  of  the  bags  not  counted  is  given  as  accurately  as  possible : 

List  of  patacones. 

1  bag  of  Dr.  Skinner,  600  patacones;  1  bag  of  R.  V.  Treuenfeld,  287 
patacones;  1  small  bag,  Dr.  Stewart,  8  pounds;  1  bag,  George  Thomp- 
son, 291  patacones ;  another  of  the  same,  800,  marked ;  1  bag,  H.  Volpy, 
not  marked,  47^  pounds ;  another  bag,  George  Thompson,  153  patacones ; 
1  bag,  Charles  Twite,  100  patacones;  1  large  bag  of  Charles  Twite,  not 
counted,  70  i)ounds ;  another,  sd.,  George  Thompson,  not  counted,  48J 
pounds ;  1  parcel  of  George  Thompson,  not  counted,  41  pounds ;  1  par- 
cel of  George  Thompson,  marked  400  patacones,  500  paper ;  1  tin  box  of 
Michael  Hunter,  weighs  52  pounds ;  1  bag  of  George  Thompson,  weighs 
lOJ  pounds;  1  box  of  Charles  Schutt,  weighs  26  pounds ;  1  box  of  C.  H. 
Thompson,  not  counted ;  1  box  of  Michael  Hunter,  not  counted,  19  pounds ; 
1  bag  of  Michael  Hunter,  not  counted,  300  patacones ;  1  bag  of  Dr.  Skin- 
ner, not  counted,  822  patacones ;  1  bag  of  Alonzo  Taylor,  not  counted,  60 
pounds;  2  bags  of  H.  Volpy,  not  counted,  300  patacones  each ;  1  bag  of 
C.  Twite,  not  counted  18  pounds;  1  bag  more,  large,  of  C.  Twite,  not 
counted ;  1  bag  more,  small,  of  C.  Twite,  not  counted,  200  patacones ;  1 
bag  of  C.  H.  Thompson,  contents  unknown ;  1  bag  of  Michael  Hunter, 
contents  not  marked:  1  bag  of  Mrs.  Thomas;  1  bag  of  G.  T.  Maggs, 
contents  unknown ;  1  oalize  of  G.  T.  Maggs,  contents  unknown ;  1  balize 
of  J.  Cambridge,  contents  unknown ;  1  box  of  J.  Cambridge,  contents 
not  marked ;  1  box  of  R.  V.  Treuenfeld,  contents  not  marked ;  1  large  box 
of  Alonzo  Taylor,  contents  unknown  j  1  trunk,  marked  Dr.  Stewart,  con- 
tents unknown ;  1  bag  of  Charles  Twite,  200  patacones ;  1  bag  of  P.  Bur- 
rell,  260  patacones ;  1  package  of  Dr.  Skinner,  260  patacones ;  1  bag  of 
Michael  Hunter,  300  patacones;  1  bag  of  Miss  JSden,  not  counted ;  1  bag 
of  Mr.  Volpy,  315  patacones ;  1  bag  of  Miss  Grant,  310  patacones ;  1  box 
of  C.  H.  Thompson,  contents  unknown ;  1  box  of  R.  V.  Treuenfeld,  con- 
tents unknown. 

Others,  not  English,  have  left  money  in  charge  of  this  legation  with 
the  same  request,  but  the  above  list  contains  the  large  part  of  what.iB 
in  its  possession.  Some,  however,  have  left  their  property  in  iron  safes 
that  the  American  minister  will  be  unable  to  take,  and  these,  with  the 
trunks  and  boxes  that  he  will  be  unable  to  deliver  to  their  owners  before 
his  departure,  he  will  leave  in  his  house,  to  be  given  to  their  owners  by 
his  snccessor,  or  by  such  other  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  by  his 
government  to  deliver  them,  as  also  are  left  a  part  of  the  archives  of  the 
legation. 


Senor  Caminos  to  Mr,  Washburn. 
[Translation.] 

Depabtment  op  State  and  Foreign  Eelations, 

LuquCj  September  5, 1868. 
After  answering  your  verbal  note  of  yesterday  officially,  another  note 
comes  to  me,  and  in  it  you  say  that  other  persons  not  English  had  left 
money  with  you  to  be  taken  away,  but  that  the  list  you  sent  contained 
the  most  of  what  you  had ;  and  you  add,  that  some  may  have  left  their 
property  in  safes  that  you  could  not  carry,  aild  that  you  left  them  in  your 
hotuae,  to  be  delivered  to  the  owners  by  your  successor  and  some  person 
52  D  c — vol.  n 
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appointed  by  the  government,  and  that  yon  were  also  going  to  leaTe  % 
part  of  the  archives  of  the  legation. 

I  must  say,  Mr.  Minister,  that  your  manner  of  treating  this  matter 
verbally  see'ms  very  singular  to  me,  particularly  as  it  is  of  such  import- 
ance, and  consequently  I  make  the  following  reply: 

1.  The  English  alluded  to  are  those  who  are  in  the  government  service 
and  wish  to  aid  their  families  abroad  by  their  pay,  and  it  is  not  meant 
as  a  particular  favor  to  the  English  nation  to  the  shght  of  other  nations 
friendly  to  Paraguay. 

2.  Whatever  commission  you  may  have  received  from  persons  not 
mentioned  to  take  away  their  money,  you  cannot  do  it  without  due  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

3.  It  appears,  from  cases  already  decided,  that  several  criminals  depos- 
ited their  robberies  of  the  treasury  in  your  house,  when  the  money  does 
not  belong  to  them,  and  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  country  legally. 

4.  My  government  will  not  be  responsible  for  eflfects  at  your  legation 
after  you  have  left  it,  particularly  as  it  is  in  a  hired  house ;  nor  is  there 
any  law  to  prevent  the  owner  from  taking  possession  of  it  whenever  be 
pleases ;  and  therefore,  if  you  leave  anything  there,  no  matter  what  it  is, 
it  will  be  considered  as  abandoned  property-  It  would  be  entirely  dif- 
ferent if  your  successor  had  arrived ;  but  he  has  not  yet  been  announced, 
and  when  you  quit  the  house  no  person  shall  enter  it,  for  then  the  evac- 
uation of  Asuncion  will  be  complete,  as  you  were  the  only  p^-son  wbo 
refused  to  leave  the  city. 

I  cannot  understand  your  reasons,  Mr.  Minister,  for  abandoning  a  house 
in  a  depopulated  city,  where  you  were  the  only  inhabitant,  and  leaving 
the  archives  of  your  legation  in  it ;  but  as  it  is  not  my  business  to  demand 
your  reasons  for  anything  you  do,  in  respect  to  the  great  American 
republic,  I  offer  to  receive  under  seal  all  the  papers  of  the  legation,  and 
to  hold  them  subject  to  the  order  of  the  American  government 
Yours,  &c., 

LUIS  CAMESOa 
Hon.  Chaeles  A.  Washburn,  cfec.,  rf?o.,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Asuncion,  September  6, 1868. 
8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  your  honor  makes  certain  objections  to  my  taking  away 
money  belonging  to  other  people  than  those  in  the  government  employ, 
or  for  persons  whose  names  are  not  given.  In  reply  to  this  I  will  remark, 
that  there  are  only  two  persons  having  money  here  to  my  knowledge, 
which  I  should  feel  authorized  to  take  away.  These  two  are  Domingo 
Parodi,  Italian,  and  Carlos  Ulrich,  German.  The  former  has  left  with 
me  two  bags  marked  800  pats,  each,  and  a  light  box  supposed  to  contain 
jewelry.  The  latter  has  left  with  me  a  box  marked  709  pats.  There  is, 
however,  a  bag  of  patacones  here  belonging  to  Mrs.  Grant,  widow  of  the 
late  Wm.  Grant,  which  I  promised  to  send  her,  and  for  which  I  shall  be 
held  responsible.  That  is  all  the  money  not  belonging  to  myself  that  I 
propose  to  carry  away.  I  have  no  interest  in  it,  and  only  wish  to  take 
it  as  a  favor  to  the  owners.  But  if  your  government  objects,  I  shall  on^y 
ask  that  its  decision  may  be  soon  made  known  to  me,  for  as  soon  as  this 
matter  is  arranged  I  shall  be  ready  to  depart.    In  fact,  my  own  a&iis 
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are  ready,  and  I  am  aDxious  to  be  oflf,  as  I  know  the  commander  of  the 
Wasp  is  very  impatient  to  return  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Will  you  have  the 
kindness  to  advise  me  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  hour  when  the 
steamer  is  to  start  f 

Should  your  government  not  object  to  my  taking  away  the  money 
above  referred  to,  your  honor  will  do  me  a  great  favor  if  you  could  advise 
the  owners  to  send  me  a  couple  of  strong  boxes  to  pack  it  in,  and  at  the 
mme  time  send  a  clerk  to  take  an  account  of  it.  A  part  of  the  sum  men- 
tioned in  my  list  of  yesterday  was  delivered  to  the  order  of  Messrs, 
flont^*  and  Nesbet. 

Resi)ecting  the  archives  of  the  legation  and  the  former  consulate,  which 
I  shall  not  take  with  me,  I  shall  leave  them  in  the  office  of  the  legation, 
not  expecting  any  further  care  or  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Para- 
gaayan  government  than  for  the  house  or  property  of  any  foreigner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rex^eipt  of  the  passports,  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  assurances  of  high 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBUKN. 

His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 


Senor  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn. 
[Translation.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foeeion  Eelations, 

Asuncion^  September  6,  ^868. 

Tour  note  of  this  morning,  in  answer  to  mine  of  yesterday,  is  in'  hand, 
and  as  I  have  already  answered  you  orally,  I  maintain  what  I  said  in  my 
note  to  you  yesterday. 

In  relation  to  the  money  which  you  said  you  thought  you  had  a  right 
to  take  away  with  you,  I  will  inform  you  that  you  can  only  take  Parodies 
and  that  belonging  to  the  widow  of  Alexander  Grant,  after  having  sat- 
isfied the  law.  Charles  Ulrich's  case  is  different:  he  received  large  sums 
from  the  treasury,  and  you  will  please  deliver  it  to  the  police.  On  your 
last  visit  to  the  department  I  gave  you  the  names  of  some  ladies  who 
heard  you  were  remaining  to  deliver  them  the  deposits  they  made  witsh 
you,  and  now  other  persons  have  come  to  claim  their  deposits,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  will  delay  your  departure  till  their 
requests  can  be  complied  with. 

I  regret  the  occasion  of  this  delay;  but  this  is  simple  justice  to  fami- 
lies that  would  be  bankrupt  if  they  lost  the  money  they  had  deposited 
in  tjie  American  legation.  I  will  order  the  steamer  to  wait  until  yqu 
have  refunded  all  the  deposits,  and  if  you  will  give  me  the  names  of  the 
dq;>ositors  I  will  assist  you  in  finding  them  out. 
Yours,  &c., 

LUIS  CAMINOS. 

Hon.  Chables  A.  Washbubn,  <jDc.,  &c.y  &c. 
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Mr.  Washburn  to  Senar  Caminos, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  7, 1868. 
Sm:  In  my  note  of  yesterday,  in  speaking  of  the  money  in  my  pos- 
session belonging  to  persons  in  the  service  of  the  government,  I  observed 
that  if  no  objection  was  made  I  would  be  willing  to  take  it  away,  bat 
that  in  that  case  it  would  be  a  favor  to  me  to  Imve  the  owners  send  a 
couple  of  strong  boxes  to  put  it  in,  and  to  have  some  official  to  take 
an  account  of  it.  But  as  I  have  received  no  answer  to  this  propositioD 
I  shall  proceed,  if  not  otherwise  advised  by  you,  to  put  it  in  such  boxes 
as  I  can  find,  and,  with  your  permission,  will  send  it  aboard  the  steamer. 
Your  honor  will  permit  me  to  repeat  my  verbal  request  of  yesterday, 
that  Mrs.  Leite  Pereira  may  be  furnished  with  a  pass  to  go  to  her  country 
house.  I  understood  from  your  honor  that  it  would  be  granted,  hnt  I 
sent  my  servant  for  it  yesterday  and  he  was  unable  to  obtain  it 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  honor  assurances  of  high 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBUM. 
His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  7, 1868, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  your  honor  informs  me  that  the  money  left  with  me 
belonging  to  Sefior  Parodi,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Grant,  I  should  be  permit- 
ted to  take  with  me,  paying  the  duty.  Mr.  Parodi  has  already  taken  his 
away,  and  I  will  pay  the  duty  on  the  three  hundred  patacones  of  Mrs. 
Grant.  Ulrich's  money  will  be  left  with  the  other  things  in  my  honse. 
Your  honor  also  informs  me  that  many  people  who  have  left  their  \*alu 
ables  in  my  house  are  desirous  of  taking  them  away  before  my  departure, 
and  the  hope  is  expressed  that  I  will  delay  my  voyage  till  they  may  be 
able  to  do  so,  as  some  of  them  vnXi  be  rendered  insolvent  if  unable  to 
recover  their  property  now  in  my  possession.  In  answer  to  this,  I  wfll 
observe  that  all  these  things  will  be  left  in  two  or  three  rooms  of  Ai* 
house,  the  keys  of  which  will  be  sent  to  the  care  of  your  honor,  so  that 
I  do  not  see  why  they  may  not  recover  them  as  well  after  my  departure 
as  before,  and  I  shall  therefore  decline  to  delay  my  voyage  a  single  hoar 
for  such  purpose.  I  am  ready  to  go  now,  at  an  hour's  notice,  and  hare 
been  so  ever  since  I  received  my  passports,  and  if  I  do  not  leave  to^iay 
it  will  be  because  I  am  unable  to  do  so.  Your  honor  will  know  at  what 
hour  the  steamer  will  leave,  and  till  near  that  time  I  shall  be  bappj 
to  deliver  to  their  owners  any  things  in  my  possession. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  tender  to  your  honor  assurances  of  high 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.WASHBUES. 

His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 
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Se^or  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Tranalation.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  FoBEiGNAppAras, 

Asuncion^  September  7, 1868. 

I  have  received  two  notes  from  you  to-day;  one  about  taking  away 
moDey  belonging  to  persons  in  government  service,  and  about  a  passport 
for  Mrs.  Leite  Pereira.  The  tot  question  has  been  settled,  as  you  will 
find  in  my  note,  and  a  pass  is  not  needed  for  the  lady,  as  the  police  is 
informed  of  her  intended  departure  with  you  for  Trinidad. 

The  second  note,  in  answer  to  mine  of  yesterday,  snys:  Mr.  Parodi  has 
drawn  his  money,  and  will  pay  the  duty  on  the  three  hundred  dollars  of 
Mrs.  Grant,  and  Mr.  XJlrich's  would  be  left  in  the  .house  with  the  goods 
of  other  persons;  and  you  said  all  the  other  property  would  be  locked 
up  in  the  house  and  the  keys  given  to  me,  and  you  did  not  see  why  the 
owners  could  not  get  their  property  after  you  were  gone  as  well  as  they 
could  before,  and  you  would  not  stop  for  that. 

Allow  me  to  disagree  with  you :  First,  Because  only  you  and  the  depos- 
itors know  anything  about  the  deposits,  their  nature  and  value.  Second^ 
If  locked  in  two  or  three  rooms,  who  could  deliver  them  but  yourself! 
Third,  Who  could  know  anything  about  the  claims,  where  no  receipts  had 
been  given,  but  yourself!  Fourth,  In  case  of  deposits  missing,  who 
could  be  responsible  but  you!  Fifth,  I  will  not  receive  the  keys  you 
propose  to  leave  with  me;  who,  then,  will  open  the  rooms  and  distribute 
the  goods! 

As  to  Ulrich's  money,  I  have  already  told  you  it  must  be  delivered  to 
the  police,  and  not  left  in  the  house.  • 

You  are  mistaken  when  you  say  I  prevent  your  departure.  The  per- 
sons whose  money  you  have  demand  your  delay  and  the  return  of  their 
deposits. 

Yours,  &c, 

LUIS  CAMmOS. 

Hon.  Ghables  A.  Washbubn,  c&c.,  <£o.,  die. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  8, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  you  express  entire  dissent  firom  the  course  that  I  had 
propoised  to  take  at  my  departure  from  Paraguay.  Having  received  my 
passports,  I  can  have  no  further  discussion  on  points  of  a  diplomatic 
character.  All  the  persons  who  left  their  property  with  me  did  it  at 
their  own  risk  and  responsibility,  as  I  told  them  that  neither  I  nor  my 
government  would  be  responsible  for  anything  left  with  me.  I  certainly 
shall  not  assume  any  such  responsibility  now.  As  people  have  made 
infamous  charges  against  me  in  connection  with  another  matter,  false  in 
every  particular,  the  same  parties,  or  perhaps  others,  may  allege  that 
they  have  left  untold  sums  of  money  with  me  that  I  have  reffised  to 
deliver;  or  it  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  weeks  before  the  parties  who 
have  left  their  goods  with  me  come  to  claim  them.  In  that  case  am  I  to 
be  detained  in  the  country  till  they  are  all  taken  away!    In  your  earlier 
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note  of  yesterday  your  honor  observes  that  numerous  persons  have  soli- 
cited my  delay,  both  Paraguayans  and  foreigners,  in  order  to  withdraw 
their  eftects  previous  to  my  departure.  Why  have  they  not,  in  the  mean- 
while, come  for  them  t  A  few  foreigners  have  done  so,  but  not  a  single 
Paraguayan.    How  long  am  I  expected  to  wait! 

Your  honor  remarks  that  persons  having  their  property  deposited  in 
my  house  solicited  my  detention,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  till 
they  could  take  it  away.  Had  those  persons  been  aware  that  a  foreign 
minister  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  nations  only,  and  not  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  to  which  he  is  accredited,  they  would  not  probably  have  made 
such  a  request. 

In  regard  to  the  money  left  in  my  hands  by  Charles  Ulrich,  I  wiD 
remark  that  three  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  this  legation,  numbered 
97. 99,  and  101,  were  rented  by  me  from  the  said  Ulrich,  and  that  he  has 
otner  property  in  them.  Desiring  to  meet  your  views  as  far  as  I  can  con- 
sistently with  my  duty,  this  box  of  money  will  be  left  by  me  with  the 
other  things  belonging  to  Ulrich  in  these  rooms,  over  which  I  shall  claim 
no  legation  privileges  from  this  time,  and  the  keys  will  be  delivered  to 
your  honor,  or  to  such  person  as  may  be  designated  to  receive  them, 
whenever  they  may  be  called  for. 

I  am  willing  to  do  anything  in  reason,  Mr.  Minister,  to  facilitate  per- 
sons in  obtaining  possession  of  their  property;  but  as  I  only  received  it 
as  a  favor  to  them,  at  their  own  risk,  I  do  not  considei  I  am  under  any 
obligations  to  remain  here  on  their  acc*,ount.  The  most  of  my  trunks 
are  already  on  board  of  the  steamer,  and  we  are  left  without  many  things 
absolutely  necessary  for  health  and  comfort.  In  your  note  of  the  4th 
instant  you  advised  me  that  a  steamer  woidd  be  ready  to  take  me  away 
and  put  me  aboard  the  Wasp  on  the  following  day,  and  in  your  note 
of  yesterday  you  say  that  you  will  order  the  steamer  to  still  wait  for 
me.  I  trust  that  the  offers  thus  made  may  be  so  far  complied  with 
that  I  may  be  able  to  leave  to-day. 

I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Minister,  to  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  conform  to  your 
views,  and  I  therefore  ask  again  for  the  means  of  going  on  board  the 
Wasp,  that  has  been  waiting  to  receive  me  for  more  than  a  week. 

With  this  note  I  send  another  for  Captain  Kirkland,  commanding  the 
Wasp,  which  I  beg  your  honor  to  forward  to  him  as  soon  as  ]x>^^l^* 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  high  consideration. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBUEN. 

His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 


Senor  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

[Translation.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Asuncionj  September  8,  18^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  notify  you  of  the  reception  of  your  note  of  this 
date^  asking  my  assistance  to  enable  you  to  get  away.    I  answer  briei)'. 

I  intended  to  have  no  more  diplomatic  intercourse  with  you  after  I 
sent  you  your  pa^port,  and  if  I  have  exchanged  a  few  notes  with  yba 
the  reasons  were  justified  by  their  contents. 

If  the  persons  who  deposited  their  property  in  your  hands  did  so  at 
their  own  risk,  though  you  assumed  no  responsibility  for  yourself  or 
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your  govemment,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  very  honorable  in  the 
minister  of  a  nation  so  mach  respected  by  our  people  to  abandon  those 
deposits,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  superior  force. 

To  save  you  the  delay  of  weeks,  as  you  say,  waiting  for  people  to 
withdraw  their  deposits,  I  proposed  to  notify  them  as  soon  as  you  fur- 
nished their  names  to  do  so,  or  run  the  risk  of  their  loss;  but  ycnii  did 
not  accept  my  proposal. 

As  to  false  claims  that  may  be  made  for  fabulous  sums,  you  are  the 
best  judge.  You  say  a  few  foreigners  have  withdrawn  their  deposits, 
while  no  native  has  appeared,  and  you  cannot  account  for  it.  I  account 
for  it  in  this  way:  As  all  the  natives  went  to  the  country,  they  have  not 
had  the  time  to  return  and  withdraw  their  deposits. 

I  will  order  the  police  to  receive  the  keys  of  Nos.  97,  99,  and  101,  to 
which  you  refer,  containing  the  goods  of  Mr.  Charles  Ulrich.  . 

I  regret,  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  cannot  have  your  carriage  put  on 
board;  but  this  inconvenience  might  have  been  avoided  had  your  own 
conduct  been  different. 

To  hasten  your  departure,  and  seeing  that  you  are  willing  to  give  up 
ihe  goods  to  their  owners,  let  me  suggest  that  you  leave  them  with  the 
agent  of  some  friendly  power,  who  will  deliver  them  up  according  to 
your  direction;  or,  if  this  does  not  suit  you,  select  some  trusty  person 
of  a  mercantile  firm  to  make  the  distribution.  I  will  not  object  to  your 
choice  of  any  foreigner  of  your  acquaintance,  who  may  be  in  the  service 
of  the  government,  for  that  purpose. 

Finally,  I  propose,  in  case  you  are  determined  to  abandon  the  property, 
to  send  an  officer  of  the  government  to  take  care  of  it,  pro\aded  you 
will  give  a  certified  list  of  the  goods,  with  the  documents  received  i;\ith 
them,  so  that  the  owners  may  come  and  get  them  upon  receipts  you  may 
have  given,  or  meet  together  and  decide  among  themselves  who  are  the 
proper  owners.  I  take  no  responsibility  for  the  officer  nor  for  the  gov- 
ernment,'as  neither  knew  of  the  deposits;  and  any  future  dispute  must 
be  between  you  and  the  depositors. 

The  Eio  Apa  is  at  your  ser\ice  whenever  you  choose  to  leave,  and 
you  can  do  so  to-morrow  if  you  like,  if  you  will  settle  the  little  difficulty 
about  the  deposits,  as  you  seem  disposed  to  do. 

If  you  still  entertain  a  suspicion  that  I  wish  to  delay  your  departure, 
I  hope  the  tenor  of  this  note  will  remove  it. 

I  have  forwarded  your  note  to  the  commander  of  the  Wasp. 
I  remain  yours,  &c., 

LUIS  CAMINOS. 

Hon.  Chaeles  A.  Washburn,  cfec,  <6c.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Senor  Caminos. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

AsundoHj  September  8, 1868. 

Sib:  I  thank  you  very  cordially  for  your  note  of  this  day,  and  accept 
your  suggestion,  to  leave  my  house  and  the  property  which  different  iier- 
sons  have  left  in  it  in  charge  of  a  representative  of  some  neutral  power 
of  to  some  other  foreigner  of  established  character  and  position.  In 
accordance  with  this  proposition  I  have  selected  the  Italian  consul, 
Senor  Chapperson,  dean  of  the  consular  body  in  Paraguay,  as  the  most 
eligible  luid  proper  person  for  this  office.     I  do  not  know  whether  he 
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will  accept  the  charge  or  not,  and  I  have  written  a  telegram  to  him 
which  I  send  to  the  telegraph  station  at  the  same  time  I  send  this  note 
to  your  honor.  The  conditions  of  responsibility  are  freely  accepted  bj 
me,  as  I  have  never  assumed  any ;  and  whenever  I  have  given  receipts, 
which  has  not  been  more  than  two  or  three  times,  I  have  expresdy 
state4  in  them  that  the  property  was  left  entirely  at  the  risk  of  the 
owners.  Immediately  after  hearing  from  Sefior  Chapperson  I  will  advise 
you,  and  probably  shall  then  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  hour  wheo 
everything  on  my  part  may  be  arranged  for  my  departure. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  honor  assurances  of  high 
regard  and  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Luis  Caminos, 

Acting  Minister  ofForeig^i  Belationa. 


Senar  Caminos  to  Mr.  Washburn. 
[Translation.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foeeign  Relations, 

Asuncion^  September  9, 1868. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday,  inform- 
ing me  that  you  had  written  to  the  consul  of  Italy,  asking  him  to  take 
charge  of  the  archives  of  your  legation  and  of  the  deposits  of  valuables 
left  with  you,  and  saying  you  would  notify  me  of  his  acceptance  of  fte 
charge  by  Mr.  Chapperson. 

You  write  me  at  noon  to-day  that  the  charge  has  been  ac<^>ted,  Md 
that  the  archives  and  deposits  will  remain  at  the  legation,  a«  I  sug- 
gested. 

I  cannot  consent  that  the  house  you  occupied  shall  continue  to  be  the 
office  of  the  legation  after  your  departure,  as  it  then  will  be  like  any  otho" 
house  in  the  deserted  city.  But  you  and  Mr.  Chapperson  are  at  Uberty 
to  keep  the  archives  and  deposits  in  any  house  you  please. 

You  will  notify  Mr.  Chapperson  that,  as  you  have  agreed  that  the 
deposits  be  delivered  in  presence  of  government  officials,  one  will  attend 
to  witness  the  acts  of  delivery. 

If  Mr.  Stewart,  Skinner,  Burrell,  and  Twite,  or  any  other  who  has 
deposited  money  with  you,  presents  to  you,  personally  or  by  deputy,* 
legal  permit  to  take  their  money  away  with  you,  the  government  will 
not  object,  provided  the  money  is  legally  exported. 

The  liio  Apa  is  waiting  for  you,  and  I  have  ordered  the  necesssffy 
assistance  in  getting  your  effects  on  board. 
Yours,  &c., 

LtnS  CAMINOS. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Washbuen,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Waslibum  to  Senar  Caminos. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asunciiyn^  September  10, 18d8. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday.    I  had  never  supposed  or  claimed  that  this  legation  would 
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remain  as  sach,  or  have  any  immunities  or  privileges  more  than  any 
other  house  in  Asuncion,  after  I  had  left  the  country. 

In  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the  property  of  other  persons  left  in  my 
charge,  I  have  requested  Sefior  Ghapperson  not  to  deliver  it  to  its  own- 
ers without  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities;  and  as  many  of  the  trunke 
and  boxes  have  no  mark  or  name  upon  them,  I  see  no  objection  to.  the 
presence  of  an  employ^  of  the  government,  to  moke  sure  that  they  ars 
delivered  to  their  rightful  owners. 

I  have  no  notice  from  any  of  the  x)ersons  still  having  money  in  my 
possession,  viz.,  Stewart,  Skinner,  Burrell,  and  Twite,  that  they  have 
the  permission  of  the  government  to  send  it  out  of  the  country.  I  have 
received,  however,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Skinner,  requesting  me  to  deliver 
his  trank  to  the  minister  of  war  and  marine,  and  take  his  money  away 
with  me.  From  the  others  I  have  only  verbal  requests,  made  months 
ago,  to  do  them  the  same  favor.  1  therefore  shall  leave  it  all  in  charge 
of  the  Italian  consul,  to  be  delivered  to  its  rightful  owners. 

Your  honor  will  pardon  me  if  I  again  say  I  am  ready  and  impatient 
to  leave,  and  as  you  say  the  Eio  Apa  is  waiting  to  receive  me,  I  will 
remark  that  as  soon  as  I  can  send  on  board  my  remaining  luggage  I 
shall  be  ready  to  follow.  I  certainly  hope  to  get  away  by  9  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  get  on  board  the  Wasp  by  mid-day,  as  our  situation  here 
is  very  disagreeable. 

Will  your  honor  please  advise  me  to  whom  I  am  to  pay  the  duties  on 
the  three  hundred  dollars  belonging  to  Mrs.  Grant,  as  payment  was 
refused  to  be  received  yesterday  at  the  Capitama  del  Puerto. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  distinguished  consider- 
ation. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Honor  Luis  Oaminos, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 


Sefior  Caminos  to  Mr.  W(ishbum. 
[Translation.] 

Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Asuncion^  September  10,  1868. 
I  hasten  to  answer  your  note  of  this  morning  by  saying  that  the  Rio 
Apa  is  ready  to  take  you  to  the  Wasp,  and  the  commander  has  orders 
to  start  as  soon  as  you  get  on  board. 

The  three  hundred  dollars  belonging  to  the  Widow  Grant  are  exempted 
from  export  duty,  in  consideration  of  the  services  of  her  late  husband, 
jost  as  a  larger  sum  was  exempted  when  that  lady  left  the  country. 
Yours,  &C., 

LUIS  CAMIKOS. 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Washburn,  <fec.,  <fe<j.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  President  Lopez. 

United  States  Steamer  Wasp,  off  Angostura, 

Paraguay  River^  September  12, 1868. 
SiE:  When  Oaptain  Kirkland  was  about  leaving  this  vessel  yesterday 
to  bid  farewell  to  your  excellency,  I  gave  him  a  memorandum  of  certain 
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thin^,  to  which  I  requested  him  to  call  your  attention.  Captain  Kirk- 
land  informs  me  that  on  reaching  your  headquarters  he  found  he  had 
omitte<l  to  take  this  memorandum  with  him,  and  therefore  was  unable 
to  comply  fully  with  my  request,  having  only  given  the  paper  a  hasty 
perusal.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty,  at  the  moment  of  my  departure, 
of  deviating  from  diplomatic  customs,  and  sending  a  personal  note 
directed  to  your  excellency.  In  tMs  memorandum  I  suggested  that  he 
might  show  you  a  letter  from  General  Webb,  our  minister  in  Rio,  firom 
which  it  would  appear  that  he  had  almost  come  to  a  ruptare  with  that 
government,  by  reason  of  its  refusal  to  permit  this  vessel  to  pass  above 
the  squadron.  This  he  had  done  on  his  own  responsibility,  without 
waiting  for  orders  from  the  United  States  government,  which,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  outrage,  has  doubtless  taken  the  most  energetic  measures  to 
enforce  its  rights  and  extricate  its  minister  frmn  a  most  frightful  posi- 
tion. This  letter  which  you  saw  proves  how  much  truth  there  was  in 
the  declaration  of  your  ex-minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Josi^  Berges, 
that  I  was  in  collusion  with  G^nend  Webb,  and  in  the  interest  and  pay 
of  the  Brazilians. 

I  have  in  ray  possession  several  letters  for  Dr.  Carreras,  which  I  yes- 
terday requested  Oaptain  Kirkland  to  deliver,  but  which  he  refused  to 
do  unless  I  would  open  them,  lest  he  too  should  be  accused  of  conveying 
treasonable  correspondence.  I  herewith  send  the  letters,  however,  as  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  treasonable  correspondence  has  ever  passed 
through  my  hands  for  or  to  anybody.  In  fact^  I  do  not  believe  there 
has  ever  been  any  conspiracy. 

The  declarations  of  Berges,  your  two  brothers  Venancio  smd  Benipo, 
and  Sr.  Urdepilleta,  as  given  in  the  notes  of  your  two  last  ministers  of 
foreign  relations,  in  so  far  as  they  implicate  me  as  having  any  knowledge 
of  a  consi)iracy,  are  entirely  false,  and  you  know  it;  and  you  know  that 
not  one  of  them  would  confirm  or  affirm  the  declaration  imputed  to  him 
if  he  were  out  of  your  power,  but  would  deny  it  "in  toto,''  and  declare 
that  he  had  never  made  it,  or  that  he  had  done  so  under  torture.  Decla- 
rations of  that  kind,  your  excellency  ought  to  know,  will  have  no  weigbt 
outside  of  Paraguay.  Not  one  word  of  them  will  be  believed,  and  that 
all  may  not  be  denied  by  them,  you  must  not  only  kill  off  all  the  per- 
sons who  have  /nade  theraf-but  all  by  whom  they  were  extorted. 

Before  finally  leaving  Paraguay,  it  is  my  duty  to  make  my  solemn 
protest  against  the  arrest  of  those  two  members  of  my  legation.  Porter 
Cornelius  Bliss  and  George  P.  Masterman.  Their  arrest  in  the  street, 
as  they  were  going  with  me  from  the  legation  to  pass  on  board  the 
steamer,  was  as  gross  a  violation  ot  the  law  of  nations  as  would  have 
been  their  seizure  by  force  in  my  house.  It  was  an  act  not  only  against 
my  government,  but  against  all  civilized  powers,  and  places  Paragnay 
outside  the  pale  of  the  family  of  nations ;  and  for  this  act  you  will  he 
regarded  as  a  common  enemy,  one  denying  allegiance  to  the  law  of 
nations. 

You  will  also  be  regarded  as  a  common  enemy  for  having  seized  and 
made  prisoners,  and  loaded  with  fetters,  nearly  all  the  foreigners  in 
Paraguay,  and  afterwards  entered  their  houses  and  taken  away  their 
money,  on  the  miserable  pretext  that,  finding  less  in  your  treasury  than 
you  expected,  those  who  had  any  money  in  the  country  must  therefore 
have  robbed  it  from  the  government. 

Your  threat  to  Captain  Kirkland,  on  his  first  arrival,  that  you  would 
keep  me  a  prisoner  in  the  country,  will  be  duly  represented  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  I  only  wish  to  confirm  his  reply  to  you,  that  had  you  done  so 
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my  government  would  have  huuted  you  not  only  through  all  South 
America,  but  throughout  all  Europe. 
Tour  obedient  servant. 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Excellency  Marshal  Lopez, 

President  of  Paragtiay. 


Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Goodfellow. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  7, 1868. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Appreciating  the  friendly  interest  you  have  always 
shown  in  me,  and  the  kindness  with  which  you  have  aided  my  family  to 
obtain  news  from  me  during  my  long  detention  in  Paraguay,  I  think  it 
proper  to  send  you  the  present  letter  by  Mr.  Wa«hbuni,  who  will  doubt- 
less make  known  to  you  in  detail  the  unprecedented  events  which  have 
recently  transpired  here  affecting  the  rights  of  all  neutral  nations,  and 
more  especially  involving  an  unexampled  violation  of  the  immunities  of 
the  American  legation,  and  of  the  treatment  due  to  an  accredited  min- 
ister of  the  United  States. 

You  will  learn,  sir,  with  surprise,  that  in  common  with  hundreds  of 
foreigners  and  natives,  coipprising  almost  all  the  adult  males  of  the 
country  who  were  not  bearing  arms,  I  am  accused  of  belonging  to  a  con- 
piracy  against  the  government  of  Marshal  Lopez,  with  the  additional 
aggravation  respecting  me  that  I  am  also  charged  with  belonging  to  a 
secret  committee,  who  have  put  their  hands  to  a  comjiact  to  assassinate 
the  marshal.  You  can  readily  judge  of  the  probabilities  of  both  accusa- 
tions, and  will  easily  believe  me  when  I  say  that  there  is  not  even  the 
slightest  foundation  for  them,  and  that,  so  far  from  knowing  of  any  con- 
spiracy, I  have  grave  doubts  whether  any  has  existed,  notwithstanding 
all  the  acts  of  this  government,  and  the  so-called  confessions  of  crim- 
inals, to  be  found  in  the  published  correspondence  between  Mr.  Wash- 
bmn  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  This  doubt  is^  I  believe,  com- 
mon to  all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  American  legation. 

You  will  also  see  the  herculean  efforts  which  have  been  made  by  this 
government  to  fasten  upon  Mr.  Washburn  a  complicity  with  the  real  or 
pretended  revolutionary  plot.  You  will  see  the  false  testimony  which 
has  been  put  into  the  mouths  of  prominent  persons.  Much  of  these 
statements  are  self-contradictory,  and  all  of  them  conflict  with  each 
other  upon  the  most  essential  points;  and  lastly,  they  all  have  this  in 
common,  that  they  frimish  no  definite  information  concerning  the  organ- 
ization, obje<5ts,  means,  and  occasion  of  action,  nor  even  who  were  to 
take  the  decisive  steps;  besides,  among  so  many  revolutionary  papers 
alluded  to,  apparently  not  one  or  that  character  has  been  seized  by  this 
government. 

But  I  have  no  need  to  discuss  the  matter  further;  the  truth  is  evident, 
and  will  be  recognized  by  every  one  in  Buenos  Ayres.  I  hope  some 
decided  action  will  proceed  from  the  ministers  of  neutrjcl  nations  in 
Buenos  Ayres,  though  I  can  scarcely  hope  that  any  such  action  can  bene- 
fit me,  as  I  am  already  declared  guilty  by  the  government,  although 
not  having  the  slightest  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony,  necessarily 
false  or  forged,  which  has  been  or  will  be  produced  against  me. 

All  persons  in  this  legation  have  passed  the  last  two  months,  since 
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the  extradition  of  myself  and  Mr.  Masterman  was  demanded,  in  a  state 
of  continual  agitation,  alternating  between  hope  and  despondency,  and 
following  the  coarse  of  the  correspondence,  which,  on  the  part  of  tiiis 
government,  has  steadily  gone 'from  bad  to  worse. 

I  desire  to  bear  the  strongest  testimony  to  the  fact  that,  as  to  all  the 
statements  implicating  Mr.  Washburn  in  the  conspiracy,  there  is  not  one 
of  whose  truth  I  have  any  knowledge,  and  most  of  them  I  know  to  be 
false.  I  also  wish  to  bear  witness  to  the  unswerving  constancy  with 
which  he  has  insisted  upon  the  rights  of  legation,  and  done  for  me 
all  that  could  be  appropriate  under  the  circumstances.  Whatever  may 
happen  to  me,  I  can  meet  my  fate  with  a  stout  heart  and  perfect  con- 
fidence in  the  Great  Architect  of  the  universe,  knowing  that  my 
Bedeemer  liveth.    I  have  written  at  large  to  my  family. 

Accept  my  gratitude  for  favors  received  from  you  and  Mrs.  Good- 
fellow,  to  whom  I  send  my  love,  and  regards  to  all  inquiring  friends. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

PORTER  0.  BLISS. 

Rev.  William  Goodfbllow. 


Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Davis, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Asuncion^  September  10, 1868. 

Deab  Sib:  You  will  learn  from  Mr.  Washburn  of  the  queer  doings 
that  have  been  going  on  here  for  two  months  past,  or,  at  all  events,  wfil 
learn  enough  about  it  from  the  newspapers.  I  never  thought  to  be 
accused  of ''  high  treason''  by  any  government  under  the  sun;  for, being 
a  musical  genius,  as  you  are  aware,  1  am  clearly  not  fit  for  "  treasons, 
stratagems,  and  spoils.''  Whatever  comes  of  the  affair,  I  desire  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Washburn  to  save  myself  and 
Mr.  Masterman,  my  fellow-rascal,  (as  the  official  correspondence  of  the 
ministry  here  politely  designate  us.)  Mr.  Washburn  had  liked  to  have 
shared  the  fate  of  the  hero  of  his  own  novel,  if  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Wasp  had  not  very  opportunely  come  to  his  rescue.  As  it  is,  be 
escapes  "  by  the  skin  of  his  teeth,"  after  all  possible  obstacles  have  been 
l)ut  in  the  way  of  his  departure.  The  Wasp  is  now  lying  but  a  league 
below  here,  but  is  not  allowed  to  come  up.  I  suppose  Mr.  Washbuin 
will  leave  to  day,  and  I  shall  immediately  be  nabbed  by  the  twenty  or 
thirty  "  guardians  "  who  have  kindly  "  looked  after  me  for  the  last  two 
months." 

I  hope  for  relief  from  our  government  in  three  or  four  months;  that  is, 
if  it  don't  come  too  late  for  any  practical  purpose,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. 

Please  give  my  best  regards  to  General  Webb  and  family.     I  hope  Mr. 
Washburn  will  arrange  all  little  matters  between  us;  please  give  bun 
any  letters  or  keepsakes  of  any  little  value  for  my  family  that  Ileft  in  a 
trunk  with  you.    I  accompany  some  lines  for  Mrs.  Davis. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

POETEB  C.  BLISS. 

Geo.  K  Davis,  Esq. 
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Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Washburn. 

September  11, 1868. 

Sir:  Finding  myself  at  length  relieved  from  the  restraint  which  your 
excellency  has  so  long  exercised  over  my  will,  I  cannot  do  less  than  express 
freely  and  spontaneously  the  important  part  which  your  excellency  has 
taken  in  the  revolution  in  which  you  have  involved  many  persona,  and 
among  them  myself.  I  have  declared  (feeling  deeply,  because  I  would  like 
to  avoid  such  a  scandal  to  your  excellency,  but  following  out  the  truth)  that 
your  excellency  has  been  the  soul  of  the  revolution;  and  if  this  deed 
now  appears  to  the  light  of  Heaven  confessed  to  by  all  its  accomplices, 
to  whom  does  it  owe  its  existence  save  to  your  excellency,  who  has  con- 
tinued its  direction  up  to  a  very  recent  period  !  I  consider  myself,  there- 
fore, completely  absolved  from  the  promise  which  your  excellency  extorted 
from  me  yesterday  in  your  office  not  to  reveal  your  proceedings,  old 
or  new.  Even  your  brilliant  speculations  with  the  company  of  Hopkins, 
for  which  your  excellency  ought  to  pocket  a  hundred  and  odd  thousand 
of  patacones,  have  been  put  in  evidence,  as  also  the  gilded  pill  you  made 
Polidoro  and  Octaviano  swallow,  as  also  the  last  of  Caxias,  at  the  time 
of  your  excellency's  celebrated  \isit  of  mediation  in  March,  last  y^ar. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is,  to  say  to  you  that  I  have  determined  to 
request  from  your  excellency  the  delivery  to  the  bearer  of  my  historical 
manuscripts,  which  involve  a  compromise  with  this  government,  and  which 
are,  without  reason,  in  deposit  with  your  excellency,  you  having  taken 
possession  of  them  during  my  illness  last  year,  and  because  I  have  for- 
gotten to  demand  them  of  you.  They  consist,  as  your  excellency  well 
knows,  of  a  voluminous  history  of  Paraguay  till  the  year  1810,  and  some 
two  thousand  pages,  or  more,  of  notes  in  Spanish  on  more  recent  epochs, 
with  the  chronology  up  to  our  days. 

Also,  I  beg  that  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  send  me 
the  three  letters  written  by  express  order  of  your  excellency,,  for  your 
justification  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  revolution,  of  which  one  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  New  York  World,  another  to  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Goodfellow, 
iu  Buenos  Ayres^  and  the  last  to  my  father,  Henry  Bliss,  of  New  York. 

The  truth  having  been  frilly  displaj^ed,  these  letters  cannot  serve  your 
excellency  for  any  object,  and,  since  they  are  false,  it  suits  me  no  longer 
to  keep  the  mystery  of  hypocrisy,  and  for  your  own  honor  your  excel- 
lency ought  to  comply  strictly  with  these  my  demands. 

I  do  not  exact  from  you  the  English  manuscripts  which  your  excel- 
lency made  me  write  in  a  spirit  inimical  to  Paraguay,  since  these  are 
the  property  of  your  excellency;  but  I  advise  you^  as  a  friend,  not  to 
attempt  to  tight  against  the  evidence  given  by  infinite  witnesses. 

1  take  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  salute  your  excellency  with  distin- 
guished esteem  and  appreciation. 

PORTER  0.  BLISS. 
His  Excelleiicy  Hon.  Charles  A.  Washbubn, 

United  States  Minister  Resident. 


Mr.  Washburn  to  Mr.  Stewart. 

Buenos  Aybes,  September  24, 1868. 
SiB :  When  I  left  Paraguay  on  the  12th  instant,  I  regret  to  inform 
your  excellency  that  nearly  all  the  foreigners  in  that  country,  including 
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several  of  your  countrymen,  were  in  prison,  and  as  I  am  the  only  person 
beyond  the  reach  of  President  Lopez's  power  who  has  any  personal 
knowledge  of  their  situation,  it  seems  to  be  my  duty  to  give  any  infor> 
mation  1  possess  to  the  representatives  of  the  different  foreign  govern- 
ments, that,'  knowing  the  condition  of  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  they 
may  take  such  action  as  may  seem  most  proper  in  order  to  extricate  them 
froin  their  terrible  situation.  Unless  speedy  action  is  taken  there  may 
be  none  left  to  tell  the  tale,  of  their  annihilation. 

To  give  an.idea,  therefore,  of  the  situation  there,  and  of  the  dangers 
and  horrors  to  which  all  foreigners  in  that  country  are  subjected  or 
exposed,  I  propose  to  give  a  brief  narrative  of  the  events  that  have 
transpired  since  the  21st  of  February  last.  On  the  evening  of  that  day, 
on  returning  from  a  duck-shooting  "paseo,"  I  learned  that  several  Bra- 
zilian iron-dads  had  passed  Humaita,  and  were  on  the  way  to  the  capital 
On  reaching  my  house,  I  was  inibrmed  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
Jos^Berges,  had  sent  an  urgent  request  for  me  to  visit  him  at  his  office, 
I  immediately  complied,  when  the  minister  told  me  that  the  Brazihan 
squadron  having  passed  Humaita,  and  being  already  half  way  to  Asun- 
cion, the  government  had  ordered  an  evacuation  of  the  city,  and  had 
declared  it  a  military  point.  He  also  said  the  capital  was  to  be  removed 
to  Luque,  a  little  village  some  ten  miles  Irom  Asuncion,  and  that  he  had 
invited  me  to  visit  him  in  order  that  I  might  have  such  accommodations 
provided  for  me  at  or  near  Luque  as  I  might  select.  I  replied  that  who- 
ever else  might  obey  the  order  of  evacuation,  I  certainly  should  not. 
My  legation  was,  for  the  time,  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  I 
should  remain  in  it,  giving  such  protection  as  my  house  and  flag  could 
afford  to  all  who  chose  to  resort  to  it.  I  told  Seiior  Berges,  also,  that 
the  government  had  no  right  to  compel  the  foreigners  to  abandon  their 
houses  and  property;  that  if  they  chose  to  remain  and  defend  it,  taking 
the  risk  of  exposure  to  a  bombardment  of  the  town,  they  had  a  right  to 
do  so.  He  dissented  entirely  from  this  view,  and  on  returning  to  my 
house  I  found  it  full  of  people,  who  were  anxiously  waiting  to  learn  if  I 
would  remain  in  the  capital  or  not.  I  told  them  that  I  should  stay,  and 
many  more  than  my  house  could  accommodate  asked  permission  to  remain 
within  the  legation.  I  told  them  that  I  could  not  give  them  all  shelter, 
but  if  they  chose  to  deposit  their  valuables  in  my  house  I  would  receive 
them,  but  always  subject  to  their  own  risk;  I  should  give  no  receipts  for 
anything. 

The  same  evening  and  the  next  day  people  came  rushing  in  in  lar|>e 
numbers,  bringing  their  trunks  and  boxes  and  several  iron  safes,  all 
of  which  were  deposited  in  the  different  rooms  of  the  legation.  The  next 
day  people  were  hurrying  terror-stricken  from  the  town,  not  from  fear 
of  the  Brazilians,  but  of  a  worse  enemy,  and  towards  evening  several 
Englishmen  came  to  my  house  and  asked  me  to  permit  them  with  their 
families  to  occupy  certain  vacant  rooms  in  the  rear  of  my  legation.  As 
they  were  all  in  the  government  employ,  I  suggested  that  it  would  be 
more  prudent  for  them  to  get  permission  to  do  so  from  the  authorities. 
They  accordingly  asked  and  obtained  the  permission,  and  on  the  foUow- 
ing  morning  they  came  with  their  families,  twenty-one  persons  in  alU 
and  took  shelter  in  the  legation.  The  following  morning  Dr.  Antonio 
de  las  Carreras,  who  was  the  former  head  of  the  Orientsd  government 
and  a  most  bitter  enemy  of  the  Brazilians,  fearing  lest,  if  he  feU  into  the 
hands  of  the  allies,  he  would  be  treated  as  was  Leandro  Gomex  after  the 
fall  of  Paysandu,  came  to  my  house  and  asked  for  shelter.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Francisco  Rodriguez  Larreta,  who  went  to  Paragnay  as 
secretary  of  legation  with  Dr.  Vasquez  Sagastume^  the  Oriental  minister 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PABAGUAY.  831 

reddent  in  1864,  and  I  gave  them  a  cordial  welcome,  and  tbej  remained 
with  me  till  July  13.  At  the  time  we  all  thought  that  the  war  was  vir- 
tually over,  and  that  within  a  few  days  Asuncion  would  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Brazilians.  Such  was  the  nniversal  wish  of  everybody,  Para- 
guayans and  foreigners  alike.  On  the  24th  the  iron-clads  approached 
Asoncion,  which  was  defended  by  a  little  fort  having  but  one  gun  of 
sufficient  caliber  to  do  any  harm  to  monitors  or  iron-clads,  and  this  one 
80  badly  mounted,  as  I  was  informed  afterwards,  that  it  could  not  be 
depressed  so  as  to  be  of  any  service.  As  the  Brazilians  approached  this 
fort  they  began  firing  at  it,  but  without  injuring  it.  The  fort  replied 
with  some  half  a  dozen  shots  to  some  thirty-five  or  forty  from  the  iron- 
dads,  w^hen  the  latter,  for  some  reason  inexplicable  to  me,  turned  back 
aod  went  away.  No  harm  was  done  to  the  fort,  and  very  little  to  the 
town.  One  shot  struck  the  new  palace  of  the  President,  but  the  damage 
done  to  it  was  very  trifling.  We  then  supposed  that  the  ironclads  would 
soon  return  reinforced,  but  week  passed  after  week,  and  month  t^ter 
month,  and  we  could  learn  nothing  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  seat  of 
war.  Supposing  that  Lopez  was  shut  up  within  his  intreuchments 
around  Humaita,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  escape  with 
any  considerable  portion  of  his  army,  we  thought  the  duration  of  the 
war  was  only  a  question  of  time,  a  few  days  more  or  less.  Thus  things 
remained  with  us,  till  on  the  Ist  of  April  we  learned,  for  the  first  time,  that 
Lopez  had  abandoned  Paso  Pucu,  and  had  reached  and  passed  the 
Tebicnari  with  the  larger  part  of  his  army.  Thus  the  end  of  the  war 
seemed  to  be  indefinitely  postponed.  Our  situation  in  Asuncion  was 
extremely  disagreeable,  as  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  many  things  else- 
where regarded  as  necessaries  of  life. 

The  town  was  complete^  deserted,  save  only  that  more  or  less  people 
were  permitted  to  come  in  occasionaUy  to  carry  away  things  that,  in 
their  first  fright  and  hurry,  they  were  unable  to  do.  Some  incidents 
occurred  which  showed  that  the  government,  or  rather  Loi)ez,  for  Lopez 
is  the  government,  did  not  approve  of  my  keeping  so  many*people  in  my 
legation,  and  therefore  all  of  them  who  had  not  been  recognized  as  belong- 
ing to  it  thought  it  prudent  not  to  venture  into  the  streets.  But  con- 
sidering the  circumstances,  we  passed  the  time  more  pleasantly  than 
could  have  been  expected.  Carreras  and  Eodriguez  were  most  agreeable 
and  intelligent  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Bliss  was  an  encyclopedia  of  knowl- 
edge on  almost  everj^  subject.  Our  Paraguay  servant  was  able  to  obtain 
for  us  all  the  beef,  mandioca,  maize,  chickens,  and  eggs  required,  and 
sometimes  a  duck  or  a  turkey;  the  cafia  of  the  country  could  also  be 
obtained  at  double  the  prices  of  MartelPs  best  brandy.  But  the  gloom 
seemed  to  be  darkening  every  day  over  the  country;  scarcely  ever  did 
a  person  come  to  my  house  to  carry  away  anything  deposited  there,  but 
he  had  to  tell  of  other  foreigners  recently  arrested  and  taken  in  fetters 
to  the  President's  headquarters  at  San  Fernando.  What  it  all  meant  no 
one  of  OS  could  divine ;  there  was  a  terrible  mystery  about  it.  At  length, 
however,  about  the  1st  of  May,  I  received  notice  that  the  United  States 
steamer  Wasp4iad  come  up  as  far  as  Curupayti  to  take  me  away,  and 
was  there  detained  by  the  allied  squadron.  1  knew  that  Lopez  did  not 
wish  me  to  leave  Paraguay;  that  he,  like  everybody  else,  was  very  anx- 
ious for  me  to  remain.  The  foreigners  of  all  nations  were  especially 
anxious  that  I  should  wait  to  the  end  of  the  war:  and  many  of  the  bet- 
ter class  of  Paraguayans,  those  having  most  to  lose,  were  exceedingly 
importunate  that  I  should  stay  to  give  them  the  protection  of  my  fiag  at 
the  last  extremity.  Of  these  the  mother  of  the  President  was  one  of  the 
most  solicitous.    I  told  them  all  that  I  would  not  abandon  them;  that  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


832  DIPLOMATIC   CORKESPONDENCS. 

would  endure  privations  and  loss  to  give  th^m  any  protection  in  my 
power,  and  that  if  a  successor  did  not  come  to  take  my  place,  or  impera- 
tive orders  from  my  government  to  return  home,  I  would  stand  by  them 
to  the  last.  I  knew  also,  or  at  least  had  no  doubt,  that  if  I  hail  pro- 
posed to  go  away  and  had  asked  Lopez  for  means  of  conveyance  to  pass 
through  the  allied  lines  to  embark  on  the  Wasp,  he  would  not  have 
granted  my  request.  I  therefore  wrote  to  the  commander  of  the  Wasp 
that  if  he  did  not  come  above  the  squadron  my  family  could  not  get 
aboard  of  his  steamer,  and  I  therefore  urged  him  very  strongly  to  force 
the  blockade.  My  great  object  was  to  get  my  wife  and  child  out  of  the 
country,  and  if  the  Wasp  was  once  above  the  military  lines  I  could  go 
or  not,  with  or  without  the  permission  or  favor  of  his  Excellency  Marsl^ 
Lopez,  if,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  it  should  appear  to  be  my  dnty 
to  do  so.  I  was  disposed,  however,  to  remain,  as  I  knew  that  if  I  left  1 
should  carry  with  me  the  last  hope  of  hundreas  or  thousands.  They  all 
seemed  to  think  that  in  any  contingency  my  house  and  person  would  be 
inviolate.  I  did  not  fiilly  share  this  opinion,  but  I  nevertheless  thought 
if  I  could  get  my  family  away  so  much  would  be  gained,  and  then  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  remain.  With  this  view  I  went  down  to  San  Fer 
naudo  to  see  President  Lopez  and  confer  with  him  in  regard  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Wasp  above  the  Brazilian  squadron.  I  found  him  reserved 
and  ghim,  though  evidently  desirous  that  the  Wasp  should  come  through; 
and  before  leaving  to  return  to  Asuncion  he  promised  to  forward  ray  let- 
ter to  Captain  Kirkland  by  flag  of  truce,  and  gave  me  letters  to  inclose 
to  his  commanders  at  Humaita  and  Curupayti  to  allow  the  Wasp  to  pass 
without  molestation.  In  my  conversations  with  Lopez  he  exi)re8sed  great 
dissatisfaction  that  I  had  admitted  so  many  persons  into  my  house.  My 
communication  to  Captain  Kirkland  being  dispatched,  I  returned  to 
Asuncion.  The  Wasp,  however,  did  not  at  that  time  go  above  the 
squadron,  and  we  were  then  all  left  in  uncertainty  whether  or  not  any- 
thing would  .come  to  our  rescue  ere  it  was  too  late.  The  arrests  of  for- 
eigners continued,  but  for  what  object  or  for  what  oflense  no  one  could 
imagine.  The  few  people  I  saw  were  more  frightened  and  shy  than  ever. 
Nothing,  however,  of  importance  occurred  till,  on  the  16th  of  June,  we 
were  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  the  acting  Portuguese  consul,  Joe^ 
Maria  Leite  Pereira,  and  his  wife,  who  came  to  ask  the  protection  of  my 
house  and  flag.  Of  the  events  that  followed  this  I  refer  you  for  informa- 
tion to  the  correspondence  I  had  in  regard  to  it,  published  in  the  Sema- 
nario.  First,  the  government  desired  to  know  if  the  said  Leite  Pereira 
was  in  my  house.  I  replied  in  the  aflBrmative,  but  denied  the  right  of 
the  government  to  question  me  as  to  the  persons  in  my  legation,  ami 
that  if  it  knew  or  suspected  any  obnoxious  person  to  be  within  it,  a  spt- 
ciflc  allegation  of  his  ofifense  must  be  made  before  I  should  be  under 
obligations  to  send  him  away.  Some  two  weeks  passed  after  the  first 
call  for  him  was  made  before  it  was  repeated,  and  in  the  mean  while  we 
all  began  to  cherish  the  hope  that  he  would  not  be  molested.  His  whde 
offense,  so  far  as  I  knew  then  or  know  now,  was  the  crime  which,  among 
civilized  men,  would  be  considered  venial,  if  not  meritoricAis,  of  spending 
all  his  own  money  and  all  he  could  borrow  to  relieve  the  prisoners  who 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Lopez,  relying  on  them  or  their  respective  govem- 
ments  to  repay  him  after  the  war.  On  the  morning  of  his  coming  to  my 
house,  however,  he  had  received  notice  that  his  consular  character  would 
no  longer  be  respected,  and  as  he  had  previously  been  cautioned  that 
Lopez  was  badly  affected  towards  him,  he  considered  the  withdrawal  of 
his  exequatur  as  but  a  prelude  to  imprisonment,  irons,  and  starvation; 
he  therefore  fled,  with  his  wife,  to  the  United  States  legation,  hoping  to 
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find  shelter  and  protection.    It  was  accorded  him  without  hesitation, 
though  regarded  by  me  as  an  unwise  and  imprudent  step  on  his  part. 
On  the  11th  of  July,  however,  the  dream  of  security  was  dispelled  by 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  acting  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
Gomesindo  Benitez,  published  in  the  Semanario  of  July,  in  which  the 
government  demanded  the  dismissal,  on  the  following  day,  not  only  of 
Leite  Pereira,  but  of  everybody  else  in  my  house  that  did  not  belong  to 
the  legation.    Pereira  and  the  English  left  accordingly,  though  "I  told 
them  all  that  I  did  not  send  them  away,  and  that  if  they  chese  to  remain 
they  might  do  so,  and  I  would  never  deliver  up  one  of  them  until  some 
specific  crime  was  alleged  against  them.'^    They  all  thought,  however,  it 
was  best  for  them  to  go,  and  the  English  requested  me  to  go  and  see 
Colonel  Fernandez,  the  military  commander  at  Asuncion,  the  men  offer- 
mg  to  resume  work  in  the  arsenal,  and  requesting  to  be  advised  of  the 
points  to  which  the  women  and  children  would  be  sent.    The  house  was 
stuToanded  by  as  many  as  forty  policemen,  and  they  were  all  afraid  of 
being  taken  immediately  to  prison.    Fernandez,  however,  pledged  me  his 
word  of  honor  that  they  should  not  be  molested  by  the  police,  but  should 
be  well  treated,  and  said  the  men  would  be  again  taken  into  the  service 
on  condition  of  making  new  contracts.    The  men  had  made  the  offer  only 
because  they  thought  it  better  to  go  to  work  than  go  to  prison.    They 
accordingly  left  the  legation  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  directed  to  the 
railway  station,  where  they  were  most  miserably  provided  for,  notwith- 
standing that  Fernandez  had  pledged  his  word  of  honor  that  they  should 
be  well  treated.    They  remained  in  that  situation  for  about  a  week,  when 
they  disappeared,  and  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  them.    I  have 
heard  that  the  women  and  children  were  sent  to  a  village  about  four 
leagues  from  Asuncion,  called  San  Lorenzo,  and  that  the  men  had,  like 
most  of  the  other  foreigners  in  Paraguay,  been  taken  in  irons  to  the 
army  headquarters.    Leite  Pereira  left  about  five  p.  m.  of  the  same  day, 
and  was  arrested  as  soon  as  he  got  into  the  street.    Of  his  subsequent 
fate  I  know  nothing.    On  the  same  day  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Benitez,  ad- 
vising him  that  the  Portuguese  consul  and  the  English  had  left  volun- 
tarily, bat  that  as  no  charge  had  been  made  against  Carreras  or  Rod- 
riguez, and  they  preferred  to  stay  in  the  legation,  and  as  such  was  also 
my  wish,  I  presumed  no  objection  would  be  made  to  it.    By  sunrise,  how- 
ever, the  next  morning,  I  received  another  letter  still  more  urgent,  de- 
manding that  they  should  leave  my  house  by  one  o'clock  of  that  day. 
Still  no  specific  charge  was  made  against  them,  and  I  told  them  that 
they  might  go  or  s|»ay  as  they  thought  best,  but  that  they  would  have 
the  protection  of  my  house  and  flag  until  they  were  taken  by  force,  or 
till  some  direct  crime  was  laid  to  their  charge.    They  both  said  that  if  I 
would  promise  to  remain  till  the  end  of  the  war  they  would  not  deliver 
themselves  up,  as  it  was  impossible  for  any  specific  charge  to  be  brought 
against  them,  and  they  did  not  believe  that  Lopez  would  venture  to  take 
them  out  of  the  legation  by  force ;  but  I  could  not  promise  to  remain  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  they  therefore  said  it  was  better  that  they  should 
go  at  once  than  to  enrage  Lopez  by  remaining,  when  at  last  they  would 
probably  fall  into  his  hands.    They  accordingly  left  at  twelve  m.  of  the  13th 
of  July,  but  not  till  I  had  shown  them  my  letter  of  the  same  date  to 
Benitez,  in  whira  I  gave  my  reasons  for  believing  that  the  government 
could  have  nothing  serious  against  them,  and  that  in  regard  to  Rod- 
riguez, even  if  it  had^  they  had  no  right  to  touch  him,  as  he  was  entitled 
to  diplomatic  immunities. 

This  letter  1  sent  the  same  afternoon  to  Benitez,  and  as  all  were  then 
gone  who  did  not  belong  to  the  legation,  I  thought  that  I  should  be  left 
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to  a  dismal  peace.  Before  night,  however,  came  another  letter  demand- 
ing that  I  should  likewise  send  away  two  members  of  my  legation,  P.C. 
Bliss  and  G.  F.  Masterman,  whose  names  as  such  had  long  before  hecai 
given  in  to  the  ministry  for  foreign  affairs. 

At  this  point  I  made  a  stand,  as  you  will  see  by  the  published  corre«- 
pondence,  and,  by  fencing  and  fighting  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  say- 
ing some  flattering  things  about  Ix>pez,  1  kept  them  with  me  till  my  final 
departure.  I  admit  that  I  purposely  prolonged  the  correspondence,  in 
hope  of  saving  these  two  men.  They  were  arrested,  however,  as  thej 
started  to  accompany  me  to  the  steamer,  at  the  moment  of  leaving  the 
legation,  taken  by  force  from  my  side,  and  their  subsequent  fate  may  be 
guessed  at  from  what  I  shall  hereafter  relate. 

May  none  ever  know  the  dreary  uncertainty  of  the  last  two  months 
and  a  half  of  my  life  in  Paraguay.  To  see  men  with  whom  you  have 
had  the  most  friendly  relations  for  months,  with  whom  you  have  dis- 
cussed questions  of  history  and  politics  every  day,  varying  the  monot- 
ony of  the  days  with  billiards  and  of  the  evenings  with  whist,  and  yet 
to  feel  that  of  these  very  men  with  whom  you  were  talking  over  the  sit- 
uation one  or  more  might  be  in  irons  in  one  hour,  and  shot  within 
twenty-four.  Certainly  you  will  allow  that  this  was  enough  to  render 
even  the  sleep  of  a  brave  man  fitful  and  uneasy,  and  of  a  man  like  me, 
without  such  pretensions,  utterly  inadequate  to  "  knit  up  the  raveled 
sleeve  of  care.^  And  up  to  this  time  we  had  not  the  least  idea  of  what 
it  was  all  about.  No  such  word  as  treason  or  conspiracy  had,  to  my 
knowledge,  ever  been  heard  in  my  house.  What  could  Lopez  want ! 
Was  it  his  plan  to  kill  off  all  foreigners,  that  no  one  maybe  left  to  tell 
the  story  of  his  enormities  f  Did  he  seek  to  blot  out  the  record  of  hia 
crimes  ?  If  so,  the  minister  was  no  safer  than  the  other  members  of  the 
legation.  But  as  Bliss  and  Masterman  were  not  taken  for  several  we^ 
after  the  departure  of  Carreras  and  Eodriguez,  we  gradually  got  into  a 
more  normal  state.  The  conduct  of  persons  accused  in  the  time  of  the 
French  revolution,  whose  levity  in  the  prospect  of  death  seems  incredi- 
ble, appeared  to  us,  as  we  often  remarked,  no  longer  strange :  but  to  the 
credit  of  Bliss  and  Masterman,  though  not  to  m^i^elf,  as  I  aid  not  con- 
sider my  danger  as  great  as  theirs,  I  will  say  we  scoffed  at  the  dan- 
gers before  us,  and  talked,  joked,  and  laughed  as  freely  as  though  we 
had  nothing  to  fear.  At  this  point  I  may  remark  that,  from  the  time 
that  Leite  Pereira  came  to  my  house,  it  was  always  surrounded  by  i^ 
least  a  dozen  policemen,  and  that  frequently,  on  looking  out  in  front,  I 
have  counted  more  than  that  number  on  one  side.  Probably  fifty  men. 
who  might  otherwise  have  been  in  the  army,  were  kept  night  and  day 
to  watch  me  and  the  members  of  my  legation.  In  the  mean  while  ve 
could  hear  scarcely  anything  of  what  was  going  on.  With  the  exception 
of  the  consuls,  who  occasionally  came  in  from  Luque,  no  one  ever  came 
to  my  house,  and  my  Paraguayan  servants,  if  they  learned  anyti^ng, 
feared  to  tell  it.  I  did  learn,  however,  that  aboutthe  time  that  the  great 
sweep  was  mMe  from  my  house,  the  brother  of  the  President,  Venancio 
Lopez,  was  carried  off  in  irons  to  the  army  headquarters.  His  oth« 
brother,  Benigno,  had  been  called  below  long  before,  and  when  I  visited 
his  excellency  at  San  Fernando,  in  the  early  part  of  May,  Don  BenigiK) 
and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Berges,  were  both  close  prisoners,  as 
was  the  President's  brother-in-law,  Satumino  Bedoya.  The  old  Vice- 
President,  Sanchez,  who  had  previously  been  a  prisoner,  was  then  allowed 
to  leave  his  house,  out  neither  he  nor  any  Paraguayan  dared  approadi 
me  or  be  seen  with  me. 

For  a  time  we  feared  it  was  the  intention  of  Lopez  to  cut  the  thioftts 
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of  all  the  foreigners,  as  we  knew  but  little  of  any  arrests  at  that  time  of 
Paraguayans.  If  they  were  arrested,  they  were  taken  off  so  quietly  that 
we  might  or  might  not  hear  anything  of  it  for  weeks  or  months.  But 
while  the  Englidi  who  had  been  in  the  legation  were  detained  in  the  rail- 
way station,  the  train  came  in  one  night  at  midnight  full  of  prisoners. 
The  English  could  see  nothing,  as  no  light  was  allowed  in  the  station, 
bat  the  clanking  of  the  chains  and  the  sighs  and  groans  of  the  prisoners 
aslhey  were  forced  from  the  cars  and  driven  forward  towards  the  bank 
of  the  liver  were  distinctly  audible. .  They  were  all  embarked  in  a 
steamer  for  San  Fernando  before  daylight.  A  few  days  after  I  learned 
that  tills  crowd  of  prisoners  was  almost  entirely  composed  of  Para- 
guayans; that  nearly  every  man  in  the  new  capital,  the  judges,  clerks, 
aceonntaiits,  and  all,  save  the  chief  of  police,  Sanabria,  a  man  eminently 
distinguished  for  his  brutality,  Benitez,  and  the  vice-president,  were  the 
only  ones  left  there,  besides  policemen  and  soldiers;  that  there  was  a 
gloom  over  the  place  so  deep  and  funeral-like  that  the  women  and 
children  scarcely  ventured  out  of  their  houses,  and  if  they  did,  it  was 
with  fear,  as  if  they  had  just  felt  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  and  were 
in  dread  of  another. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  tlie  country  has  been  a  Dionysius  gallery. 
It  was  always  the  poUcy  of  Francia,  and  of  Carlos  Antonio  Lopez,  that 
everything  said  should  reach  the  ear  of  "  El  Supremo.^  But  in  the 
worst  days  of  Fnmcia  the  government  was  mild  and  paternal  compared 
with  what  it  has  been  under  this  younger  Lopez.  People  have  been 
thrown  into  prison  not  only  for  saying  things  perfectly  innocent,  and  for 
not  reporting  what  they  have  heard,  but  also  for  the  crime  of  not  reporting 
what  they  have  not  heard.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  everybody  to  Ih)  a  spy 
on  everybody  else,  and  woe  to  him  whose  ears  are  not  open  to  every 
word  spoken  in  his  presence. 

The  arrest  of  all  the  civil  magistrates  indicated  that  it  was  not  the 
foreigners  alone  that  had  made  then^lves  obnoxious  to  Lopez.    But 
what  it  was  all  for  no  one  in  my  house,  as  I  yet  firmly  believe,  had  the 
least  idea.    The  published  correspondence,  however,  will  show  that  about 
the  18th  or  20th  of  July  the  government  suspected,  or  affected  to  sus- 
pect, a  conspiracy,  alleging  that  ex-Minister  Berges  was  a  traitor,  and 
was  in  collusion  with  the  enemy,  and  that  under  my  official  seal  I  had 
transmitted  the  correspondence  to  and  fro  between  the  conspirators.    I 
must  refer  you  to  the  published  correspondence  to  show  how  they  under- 
took to  connect  me  with  the  conspiracy,  or,  at  least,  as  knowing  that  a 
revelation  was  in  contemplation.    At  first  it  would  seem  that  they  were 
so  confident  of  implicating  me  that  they  began  to  publish  the  corre- 
spondence ;  but  after  receiving  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  August,  in  which  I 
showed  so  many  contradictions  in  the  declarations  that  had  been  made 
by  the  accused,  probably  under  torture,  that  they  suspended  further 
publications.    But  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Lopez  to  show  any  mag- 
mminiity,  or  even  justice,  by  acknowledging  he  had  been  lead  into  error 
by  false  depositions.    Men  who  know  him  would  as  soon  accuse  him  of 
ordinary  courage  as  of  magnaminity^  and  he  never  was  accused  of  that, 
except  in  his  own  "Semanario,^  of  which  he  is  virtually  the  editor.  During 
all  this  war  Lopez  has  never  exposed  himself  to  any  i>ersonal  danger ; 
he  has  never  on  a  single  occasion  risked  himself  in  any  battle,  and  while 
he  was  at  Paso  Pucu  he  had  an  immense  cave,  or  rather  house,  with  walls 
of  earth  over  twenty  feet  thick,  from  which  he  never  ventured  for  weeks 
together ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  his  organ  was  filled  ad  nameum 
with  accounts  of  the  great  Lopez  leading  with  dauntless  valor  his 
legianfi  to  victory,  he  was  sitting  quaking  and  quivering  in  his  cave. 
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afraid  to  venture  out  lest  a  ball  might  reach  him.  On  one  occasion, 
some  two  years  ago,  when  he  was  out  with  his  bishop  and  his  staff^  a 
shell  struck  at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  or  more  from  his  excellency. 
Instantly  the  brave  Lopez  turned  and  ran  like  a  scared  sheep,  with  his 
staff,  including  the  bishop,  after  him,  the  latter  losing  his  hat  as  he  fled 
affrighted  after  his  chief.  This  is  the  only  instance  known  of  Ms  ever  hav- 
ing been  in  personal  danger ;  he  has  not  even  the  vulgar  merit  of  peraonal 
courage,  nor  has  he  any  other.  His  firmness,  carried  to  obstinacy,  is  the 
result  of  personal  fear.  .  Many  persons,  his  own  people,  who  have  escaped 
from  his  power,  and  whose  families  have  been  tortured  and  otherwise 
persecuted  to  death,  have  sent  messages  to  him  threatening  to  kill  him 
at  sight  should  they  ever  meet  him ;  he  therefore  dares  not  treat  witt 
the  enemy,  for  so  many  have  sworn  to  pursue  him,  the  worid  will  nol 
afford  him  a  refuge  if  he  once  has  no  army  between  him  and  his  enemiefi. 
He  knows  the  country  to  be  lost  and  ruined ;  he  has  no  navy,  and  in  my 
opinion  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  land  forces  of  tlie  enemy.  Why 
the  latter  do  not  attack  him  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  I  do  not  know; 
but  they  do  not  do  so,  and  the  wai*  may  not  end  for  a  long  time.  Lopes 
has  recently  said  he  expected  to  be  compelled  soon  to  fall  back  from  the 
river,  and  then  he  would  retire  into  the  mountains,  driving  everybody, 
foreigners  and  Paraguayans  alike,  before  him.  In  that  case,  at  the  rate 
the  allies  have  been  going  on  for  the  last  two  years,  it  will  be  long  before 
he  will  be  unable  to  present  as  strong  a  frx>nt  to  his  enemies  as  he  did 
when  they  landed  above  the  Tebicuari,  viz,  one  mim  to  watch  tlie  tele- 
graph. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  August  that  I  heard,  besides  the  conspiracy 
against  the  government,  that  there  had  been  a  great  robbery  of  tiie 
public  treasury.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  robbery  I  could  never  learn 
anything;  neither  did  I  ever  have  any  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the 
plan  of  the  conspiracy.  It  was  said  in  one  of  Benitez's  letters  that  Mr. 
Bliss,  a  member  of  my  legation,  had  signed  a  paper,  with  others,  in  whidi 
they  nad  engaged  to  assassinate  President  Lopez.  I  knew  that  was  fedse, 
or,  at  least,  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  so,  and  defied  them  to  produce 
any  such  paper ;  but  they  never  showed  it.  They  never  gave  me  aay 
clue  as  to  the  manner  of  the  conspiracy,  or  how  the  revolution  was  to 
be  effected,  and  I  do  not  believe  to  this  day  that  anything  of  the  kind 
was  ever  attempted.  The  declarations  of  prisoners  prove  nothing  except 
the  merciless  cruelties  of  Lopez,  for  it  is  known  that  he  freely  employs 
the  torture.  He  loads  his  prisoners  with  heavy  fetters,  sometimes  two, 
three,  or  four  pairs,  and  besides  flogs  them,  if  they  do  not  give  the  testi- 
mony he  requires,  till  they  die. 

The  only  e3cplanation  I  can  give  in  regard  to  the  robbery  of  the  treas- 
ury is  this :  since  Loi>ez  came  into  i)ower  he  has  never  had  a  eompetent 
bookkeeper  in  his  employ,  and  very  probably  has  never  known  till  recently 
how  much  money  had  been  left  by  his  predecessor.  He  has  been  spending 
largely  ever  since,  and  probably  no  accurate  account  has  ever  been  k^ 
of  the  amount  paid  out  according  to  his  order.  After  the  city  was  evac- 
uated, however,  in  February,  he  probably  had  occasion  to  count  hfe 
money,  and  found  a  large  hole  in  the  bottom  of  his  treasury.  This  dis- 
covery was  not  pfobably  made  till  some  months  after  the  removal  to 
Luque,  as  about  the  month  of  June  we  found  that  aU  those  foreigncfs 
who  had  made  any  money  during  the  past  years,  and  were  most  likely  to 
have  any  in  their  houses,  were  arrested  and  sent  below.  Among  them 
were  English,  French,  Italians,  Spanish,  Germans,  and  Portuguese. 
The  plan  of  Lopez  appears  to  be  to  get  this  money  into  his  hands,  »id 
then  by  torture  or  tlu^ts  to  extort  conliessions  of  being  either  coni^Hra- 
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tors  or  plunderers  of  the  treasury.  On  these  confessions  they  will  prob- 
ably be  executed,  on  the  precautionary  principle  of  footpads  and  other 
murderers,  that  "  dead  men  tell  no  tales."  How  Lopez  expects  to  escape ' 
with  the  money  thus  obtained  I  do  not  know.  Perhaps  he  thinks  that 
some  neutral  gunboat  will  take  him  and  his  plunder  away  at  the  last 
moment.  But  I  here  give  notice  that  the  money  thus  taken  does  not 
belong  to  Lopez.  It  is  the  property  of  citizens  of  those  powers  that  are 
able  to  pursue  it  and  return  it  to  its  rightful  owners. 

Your  excellency,  as  all  the  world,  probably  wonders  how  it  is,  if  Lopez 
be  the  character  I  have  described  him,  that  he  is  served  so  faithfhlly 
and  bravely.  It  is  entirely  through  fear,  for,  save  and  except  a  few  of 
the  most  willing  instruments  of  his  cruelties,  like  his  favorite  mistress, 
his  bishop,  Luis  Caminos,  Sanabria,  and  a  few  others,  who  have  evinced 
most  alacrity  in  doing  his  bloody  work,  there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or 
child  (I  do  not  except  either  his  mother,  sister,  or  brothers)  who  would 
not  thank  Grod  if  he  would  take  him  to  another  world  where  his  deserts 
could  be  more  adequately  rewarded. 

Why  then  do  the  Paraguayans  flght  so  bravely  !  It  is  not  because  of 
their  superior  courage,  nor  of  their  devotion  to  Lopez.  That  they  are  a 
brave  and  enduring  people  cannot  be  denied.  But  the  reason  why  they 
fight  so  desperately  is  this,  that,  accOTding  to  Lopez's  system  of  disci- 
pline, there  is  always  more  danger  in  giving  way  than  in  going  on.  He 
has  no  confidence  in  his  troops,  and  always  seems  to  act  under  the  be- 
lief that  they  would  desert  if  they  could  get  a  chance.  He,  therefore,  in 
going  into  battle,  advances  his  first  lines,  with  orders  to  fight  to  the 
death.  A  little  in  the  rear  is  a  smaller  body,  with  orders  to  shoot  down 
the  first  man  who  gives  way  or  attempts  to  desert.  Behind  these  are 
still  others,  with  orders  to  shoot  any  one  who  fails  to  bring  down  any 
one  in  front  who  does  not  fight  to  the  death ;  and  behind  those  again  are 
others  with  like  instructions^  until  at  last  the  threads  are  all  gathered 
in  the  hands  of  Lopez.  If,  in  spite  of  all  these  precautions,  a  point  is 
carried  by  the  enemy,  his  unhappy  officers  who  survive  are  shot  and  the 
men  decimated.  Under  this  system  he  has  lost  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  probably  more  than  the  Brazilians,  and  yet  this  system, 
thongh  it  has  not  left  six  thousand  able-bodied  men  in  the  country,  has 
kept  from  three  to  six  times  as  many  of  the  aUied  forces  at  bay. 

The  country  is  entrrely  denuded  of  its  male  population.  All  the  plough- 
ing, planting,  and  sowing  is  done  by  women ;  women  must  yoke  the  oxen, 
do  the  butchering,  and  all  the  other  work  usually  done  by  men.  There 
are  many  women  also  with  the  army,  to  do  the  labor  of  men,  and  thus 
relieve  the  troops,  but  none,  I  believe,  are  forced  to  bear  arms. 

The  next  news  that  we  shall  probably  hear  from  Lopez  is  that  he  has 
retired  with  his  whole  army  to  the  mountains,  and  that  he  has  driven 
every  man.  woman,  and  child  before  him.  Had  not  the  Wasp  arrived 
till  a  montn  later,  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  should  have  been  forced  to  do 
the  same.  To  the  last  moment  Lopez  hesitated  whether  to  keep  me  a 
prisoner  or  not ;  he  wants  no  one  to  survive  him  capable  of  telling  the 
world  of  his  enormities ;  and  of  all  those  whose  declarations  have  been 
given  in  the  correspondence  lately  published,  not  one  will  be  allowed  to 
escax>e,  nor  will  any  of  those  persons  before  whom  they  were  made.  For, 
once  beyond  the  reach  of  Lopez,  they  would  declare  that  they  had  never 
made  them,  or  had  made  them  under  torture. 

Since  arriving  in  this  city  I  have  seen  a  letter  that  was  brought  by 
the  Wasp,  evidently  written  at  the  dictation  of  Lopez,  in  which  some 
details  ai'e  given  of  the  nature  of  the  plot  or  conspiracy.  This  is  the 
first  information  I  had  of  the  kind  of  plot  that  had  been  discovered,  and 
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the  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing  convinces  me  more  strongly  than  erer 
that  there  never  has  been  any  plot  or  conspiracy  at  all. 

How  long  is  this  war  to  last  t  For  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  I  have 
believed  that  Lopez  would  not  hold  out  for  two  months  longer ;  but  I 
had  no  idea  how  slowly  some  people  could  move,  if  they  resolutely  set 
themselves  not  to  fight. 

With  the  hope  that  the  war  would  end  shortly,  I  remained  a  year 
longer  than  I  intended,  very  much  against  my  interest,  and  suffermg 
great  discomfort.  I  believe  that  at  the  final  catastrophe  I  could  be  of 
great  service,  especially  to  the  foreigners^  and  had  Asuncion  been  taken 
in  February,  when  the  iron-clads  went  up  there,  as  we  then  expected  it 
would  be,  I  should  doubtless  have  been  able  to  save  the  lives  of  many 
who  now  will  never  see  their  native  land  again.  But  when  all  of  them 
had  been  killed  or  made  prisoners,  and  nobody,  native  or  foreigner, 
dared  come  near  my  house,  and  1  was  utterly  powerless  to  do  any  ser- 
vice for  anybody,  I  thought  it  time  to  obey  the  orders  of  my  govenun^t 
and  return  to  the  United  States. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  WASHBURN. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  William  Stuart, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Minister  Plenipotentiary^  Buenos  Ayres* 
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Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  103.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

lAmay  PerUj  November  28, 1867. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  19th  instant,  Colonel 
Prado  made  an  assault  on  the  rebellious  city  of  Arequipa.  This  move- 
ment, after  some  very  severe  fighting,  resulted  in  the  success  of  the  gov- 
ernment troops,  as  they  forced  the  rebels  to  retire  from  their  outworks 
to  the  center  of  the  city,  and,  at  last  advices,  Colonel  Prado  was  pre- 
paring, from  his  improved  position,  to  makQ  the  final  and  decisive 
attack.  The  losses,  as  stated  in  the  official  reports,  are  comparatively 
insignificant,  but  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  real  number  of 
casi^ties  has  not  been  made  public.  In  Lima,  the  partisans  of  the 
revolution  are  very  downcast  with  this  intelligence,  and  those  who  have 
always  had  faith  in  Prado  are  more  confident  than  ever  of  his  success. 

The  rebellion  in  the  north  of  the  republic  has,  in  every  encounter 
with  the  troops  of  the  government,  lost  ground,  and  if  Colonel  Prado 
takes  Arequipa  speedily,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  the  rebel- 
lious faction  in  the  north  will  instantly  disappear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward^ 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0, 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  December  14, 1867. 

Sib:  From  intelligence  received  from  a  perfectly  reliable  source,  I  am 
enabled  to  inform  you  that  President  Prado  is  pushing  rapidly  his  pre- 
parations for  tihie  reduction  of  the  rebellious  city  of  Arequipa;  several  of 
the  large  guns  are  already  in  position,  and  the  final  and  decisive  attack 
upon  the  enemy  may  be  looked  for  shortly.  I  am  informed  by  the  same 
person,  an  American,  that,  having  penetrated  into  the  city,  he  easily 
discerned  the  discontent  and  want  of  confidence  existing  among  the 
revolutionary  chiefs.  It  is  apparently  President  Prado's  plan  to  reduce 
ihe  city  by  a  severe  bombardment,  thus  causing  the.  effects  of  war  to  be 
felt,  not  only  by  the  soldiers,  but  oy  the  non-combatants  who  instigated 
the  present  rebellion. 

In  the  northern  portion  of  the  republic,  Colonel  Balta,  commanding 
the  insurgents,  has  gained  an  unimportant  success  in  the  capture  of  the 
city  of  Cajamarca ;  but  on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  in  Lima,  orders 
were  given  for  the  concentration  of  all  the  government  forces  in  that 
section,  and  the  minister  of  war.  Colonel  Comejo,  has  put  himself  at 
their  head.    This  officer,  who  has  the  reputation  of  an  able  soldier,  will 
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immediately  commence  active  operations  with  his  troops,  and  should  an 
encounter  take  place  between  Balta  and  himself,  the  probabilities  of 
success  are  greatly  in  favor  of  the  government  party. 

The  almost  unanimous  opinion  in  the  country  leans  towards  the  tri- 
umph of  Colonel  Prado. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOYEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtortj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Xiwa,  Perw,  December  22, 1867. 

Sib  :  By  the  steamer  which  arrived  at  Callao  on  the  19th  instant,  we 
have  information  that,  iA  conformity  with  a  proclamation  of  President 
Prado,  the  bombardment  of  the  city  of  Arequipa,  by  the  forces  of  tlie 
government,  should  have  been  commenced  on  the  18th  of  the  present 
month.  In  other  respects,  the  military  situation  near  that  city  was  un- 
changed. 

In  the  north,  the  troops  led  by  Colonel  Comejo,  the  present  minister 
of  war,  had  attacked  the  forces  of  the  rebel  Colonel  Balta,  and  at  the 
last  adWces  the  battle  was  still  raging,  and  the  advantage  apparently 
with  the  government. 

By  the  next  steamer  of  the  28th  instant,  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  com 
municate-  some  intelligence  that  will  foreshadow  the  speedy  ending  of 
the  present  revolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant^ 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtorij  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  107.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Litnaj  Peruy  December  28, 1807. 
Sra :  Since  my  last  dispatch  Ko.  106,  dated  the  22d  instant,  no  cbwge 
of  moment  ha«  taken  place  in  the  military  situation  here. 

Colonel  Prado  has  commenced  the  bombardment  of  Arequipa,  Iwt 
without,  at  latest  intelligence,  having  caused  any  great  damage  to  life 
or  property.  A  large  Blakely  gun,  whUe  being  conveyed  to  the  camp  of 
Colonel  Prado,  was  spiked  and  rendered  useless  by  a  detachment  of  t^ 
enemy's  forces. 

In  the  north  the  position  is  the  same.    The  opposing  forces  wwe  to 
have  fought  the  decisive  engagement  about  the  23d  or  24th  of  this  mcmth, 
but  as  yet  we  have  received  no  intelligence  concerning  the  affair. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HO\^Y. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washinytonj  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  109.]  •        Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  PerUj  January  14, 1868. 

SiE :  President  Prado  returned  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant  from 
the  siege  of  Arequipa,  with  a  shattered  and  repulsed  army,  amounting 
to  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  battle  was  fought  on  the  27th  of 
December,  and  is  said  to  have  failed  in  consequence  of  the  desertion  of 
an  entire  regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ortiz,  the  companion 
in  arms  and  sworn  Mend  of  the  President  Ortiz's  regiment  charged 
with  the  butts  of  their  guns  in  the  air,  and  were  received  with  acclama- 
tions by  the  army  of  the  rebellion.  Prado-s  loss  will  probably  amount 
to  fifteen  hundr^  men,  killed  and  wounded. 

The  causes  which  led  to  this  revolution  may  be  properly  attributed  to 
two  sources :  1.  The  Congress  which  was  convened  by  Prado  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  new  constitution  had  no  sooner  met  than  they 
passed  a  resolution  resolving  that  all  power  was  centered  in  themselves, 
thus  becoming  one  hundred  and  one  dictators.  The  whole  course  of  con- 
gressional* action  was  a  steady,  unwavering  eflfdrt  to  break  the  power  of 
tiie  President,  and  cause  the  people  to  lose  confidence  in  his  administra- 
tion. 2.  The  church  party,  aided  by  the  women,  who  control  no  small 
part  of  the  political  power  in  Peru,  determined  to  destroy  him,  because 
they  well  knew  that  he  entertained  principles  in  favor  of  toleration  and 
progress. 

In  this  view  many  fanatical  movements  were  made  in  the  cities,  with 
the  intent  of  poisoning  the  public  mind  against  him. 

On  his  return  from  Arequipa,  a  spirit  of  insubordination  could  easOy 
be  perceived  throughout  the  city.  This  feeling  increased  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th,  when  the  President  rode  through  the  city,  meeting  in 
every  part  with  hisses  and  cries  of  disapprobation.  He  had  scai'cely 
returned  to  his  house,  which  is  in  front  of  this  legation,  when  sharp 
firing  was  heard  in  the  streets,  the  people  having  seized  four  small  can- 
non at  the  railway  depot,  which  were  being  sent  to  Callao.  The  firing 
continued  all  day  and  through  the  night,  with  mobs  passing  through  the 
streets,  committing  many  acts  of  outrage.  During  the  day  the  mjyority 
of  the  President's  troops  deserted  him,  passing  over  with  their  arms  to 
the  opposite  party,  and  at  the  close  of  the  encounter  the  revolutionary 
party  was  almost  everywhere  successful.  The  casualties  are  stated  at 
sixty-eight  killed  and  two  or  three  hundred  wounded. 

On  the  6th,  the  President  being  advised  that  the  troops  would  no 
longer  support  him,  and  seeing  that  further  eflforts  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  position  were  in  vain,  renounced  in  favor  of  General  La 
Puerta,  (see  inclosure  No.  1.)  The  President's  family,  living  in  front  of 
my  house,  to  avoid  threatened  danger  from  the  mob,  took  temporary 
asylum  in  my  legation.  Here  he  remained  until  the  night  of  the  7th, 
when  he  left,  and  subsequently  took  refuge  on  board  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Nyack.  There  was  no  demand  of  any  kind  made  for  his  appre- 
hension. In  fact,  some  of  the  new  ofiicials  aided  him  in  going  on  board 
of  the  vessel,  and  he  sailed  for  Chili,  oh  the  Nyack,  on  the  11th  instant. 

On  the  10th  I  received  a  note  from  General  Francisco  Diez  Canseco, 
brother  of  the  actual  leader  of  the  revolution,  in  which  he  claims  to  be 
political  and  military  chief  of  the  departments  of  the  center,  a  copy 
of  which,  with  translation,  and  my  reply  thereto,  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted, (see  inclosure  No.  2.) 

As  inaicated  in  my  note  to  the  general,  I  shall  await  the  commands  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  before  I  acknowledge  any  govern- 
ment de  facto. 
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In  General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco's  proclamation,  published  on  the  8th 
in  the  Peruano,  a  copy  of  which,  with  translation,  is  transmitted,  (see 
inclosure  No.  3,)  I  deem  it  important  to  call  your*  attention  to  the  fact 
that  all  acts  of  the  Prado  administration,  public  and  private,  are  declared 
null  and  void.  This  decree,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  have  the  effect 
to  nullify  the  declaration  of  war  against  Spain,  to  restore  the  treaty 
made  by  ex-President  Pezet  with  that  nation,  and  to  destroy  the  treaties 
of  alliance  made  between  Chili,  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Peru,  besides  nul- 
lifying all  contracts  made  with  citizens  and  foreigners  by  Prado^s  gov- 
ernment. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  future.  But  from 
the  contentions  now  raging  between  the  chiefs  of  the  successful  revolu- 
tion, Balto,  Canseco,  and  Zevallos,  the  probabilities  are  that  there  will 
be  but  little  peace  for  months  to  come  in  Peru,  I  am  strongly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  Prado  will  return  to  control  this  country  in  less  than 
one  year  from  the  present  date. 

The  finances  of  the  country  are  exhausted  and  wasted  by  these  civil 
dissensions,  and  the  people  look  to  the  government  for  their  daily  bread. 
The  official  "  outs"  fully  equal  those  who  hold  positions  under  the  powers 
that  be ;  and  the  mongrel  negro,  mulatto,  choloy  and  Indian  populatioD 
care  not  who  rule  so  that  they  can  have  a  little  money  and  a  little  ex- 
citement. 

To  hope  for  republican  institutions  being  sustained  by  such  a  people 
is  to  hope  in  vain.  Add  to  this  the  interest  of  the  church  here,  whieh 
is  to  destroy  all  civil  power  and  erect  in  its  stead  a  reign  of  intolerance 
and  bigotry,  and  you  have  a  fair  prospect  of  the  future.  Such  being  the 
stattiSy  and  the  clergy  being  by  far  the  most  powerful,  numerous,  and 
influential  class  in  the  country,  the  future  of  Peru  seems  to  me  to  be 
extremely  dark.  There  are  many  men  struggling  for  progress  and  hb- 
erty,  but  as  yet  their  efforts  have  been  unavailing.  Among  this  number 
may  be  classed  Padre  Vijil,  Mariatequi,  Prado,  Quimper,  Pacheco,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  foreign  population,  but  as  yet,  I  regret  to  say,  that  the 
seed  has  fallen  on  stony  ground.  Notwithstanding  these  views^  I  do  all 
I  can  to  add  to  the  impression  here  that  this  is  really  a  free  coantrv 
and  government.  To  be  so  in  name  only  is  for  us  far  better  than  to  ha^ 
a  despotic  government  established  in  Peru. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 


[TranalAtlon.] 

REPUBLIC  OF  PERU. — THE  PRB8U>ENT    OF  THE    REPUBLIC  IN   COBCMA2n>  OF  THE  AUfT 

AND  NAVY. 

Lima,  Jamwarg  7,  leQL 
Excellency:  The  fate  of  arms  not  having  been  favorable  to  my  cause,  and  for  that 
reason  the  civil  war  having  increased  in  its  proportions,  I  desire  to  separate  mjaelf 
firom  the  political  scene  of  contest,  believing  that  my  person  is  one  of  the  pretests  fer 
which  the  republic  is  soffdrinff  so  greatly. 

I  therefore  resign  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  and  I  am  ready  to  leave  the  country, 
if  this  be  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  peace  and  order. 

Therefore  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  proceed  in  the  manner  most  eoi 
dncive  to  this  object. 
God  guard  your  excellency. 

MARIANO  J.  PRADO. 
General  Luis  La  Puerta, 

Encharged  with  the  Presidmojf  of  Peru, 
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[Translatioii.] 

Lima,  January  7, 1868. 

ExcEiXENCY :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  to-day,  in  which  your 
excellency  resigns  the  presidency  in  order  to  remove  one  of  the  pretexts  of  the  civil 
war. 

This  abne^tion  is  worthy  of  your  excellency's  noble  character,  but  I  was  but 
eneharged  with  supreme  power  during  your  excellency's  absence  on  military  duty  in 
the  south,  and  since  your  excellency's  return  I  have  ceased  exercising  that  function. 
Moreover,  I  am  not  em]powered  to  accept  the  resignation  of  the  President. 

Far  from  continuing  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  power,  I  beg  your  excellency  to 
designate  the  person  to  be  appointed  president  of  the  council  of  ministers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration. 

LUIS  LA  PUERTA. 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Mariano  Ignacio  Prado, 

Constitutional  President  of  the  Republic, 


Senor  Canseco  to  Mr,  Hooey. 

[TranalstioxL] 

REPUBUC  OP  PEIW.— COMMANDANT,  POLITICAL  AND   BOUTARY,  OP  THE  DEPARTMENTS 

OP  THE  CENTER. 

Lima,  January  10, 1868 

In  consequence  of  the  triumph  obtained  by  the  constitutional  cause  at  Arequipa,  and 
the  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  this  city  and  in  Callao,  his  excellency  Gen- 
e^  Pedro  Diez  Canseco  governs  the  entire  republic,  in  accordance  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  1860. 

The  circumstance  of  his  excellency's  absence,  and  my  desire  to  inform  your  excellency 
of  the  sentiments  which  are  held  by  the  new  administration,  give  me  the  honor  of 
acquainting  you  with  the  fact  that  I  am  authorized  by  the  President  to  govern  the 
central  departments  of  the  republic,  with  the  character  of  political  and  military  chief 
of  the  same.  Therefore,  I  assure  your  excellency  that  the  government  which  I  have 
^e  honor  to  represent  will  cultivate  and  strengthen  the  idnd  feelings  fortunately 
existing  between  my  country  and  that  so  worthily  represented  by  your  excellency. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  of  that  distin^^hed  consideration  with  wmch  I 
sign  myself  your  excellency's  obedient  and  attentive  servant, 

FRANCISCO  DIEZ  CANSECO. 

His  Excellency  General  A.  P.  Hovey, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miuister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Seiior  Canseco. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima,  January  11, 1868. 

Gknkral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  10th  instant,  informing  me  that,  **  in  consequence  of  the  triumph  of  the  constitu- 
tional cause  at  Arequipa,  and  the  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  this  city  and 
Callao,  his  excellency  General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco  governs  the  entire  republic,  accord- 
faig  to  the  constitution  of  1860.  The  circumstance  of  his  excellency's  absence  and  your 
desire  to  inform  me  of  the  sentiments  held  by  the  new  administration  lead  you  to  com- 
municate to  me  the  fact  of  your  being  eneharged  by  the  President  with  the  command 
of  the  departments  of  the  center  of  the  republic,  with  the  character  of  political  and 
military  chief  of  the  same.  You  also  inform  me  that  the  government  which  you  repre- 
sent will  cultivate  and  strengthen  the  friendship  which  happily  exists  between  our 
respective  countries." 

Without  assenting  to  or  denying  the  positions  stated  in  the  communication  referred 
to,  but  in  view  of  the  great  and  very  important  changes  and  consequences  which  must 
necessarily  flow  from  Sie  disturbed  conoition  of  Peru,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  place 
aU  the  facts  before  my  government,  and  await  its  commands. 

The  archives  of  Peru  will  show  that  I  pursued  this  same  course  with  Colonel  Prado 
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when  he  assumed  dictatorial  power,  on  entering  the  city  of  Lima,  and  that  my  govern- 
ment declined  to  acknowledge  his  authority  for  more  than  ten  months  thereafter.  This 
arose  from  no  personal  feeling,  but  from  the  ardent  desire  of  my  government  to  see  the 
principles  of  republican  institutions  firmly  established  in  Pern.  America  shoold  be  the 
land  of  free  institutions,  and  the  government  I  represent  wonld  be  Jealous  of  any  move- 
ment that  would  bring  either  anarchy  or  monarchy  to  the  people  of  thja  country. 

It  is  useless  for  me  to  say  to  you,  general,  that  I  shall  leave  nothing  undone  that 
may  tend  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship  now  existing  between  our  respective 
govenmients,  and  that  may  aid  the  advancement  of  republican  institutions. 

Trusting  that  the  future  may  bring  a  brighter  dawn  upon  your  country,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  p.  HOVEY. 

General  Francisco  Dikz  Canseco,  ^c,  ^c,  ^,  Lima, 


[Translation.] 

Pedro  Diez  Canseco,  second  constitutional  vice-president  of  the  republic,  enchaigfti 
with  executive  power : 

Whereas,  Ist.  On  the  28th  of  November,  1865,  Colonel  Mariano  Ignacio  Pnido 
rebelled  against  the  lawful  authority  of  the  country,  in  establishing  a  dict^totship,  by 
virtue  of  resolutions  forged  in  the  several  barracks  of  the  troops,  thus  changing  the 
form  of  government,  and  arrogating  to  himself  the  title  of  snpreme  chief,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  5th  article  of  the  existing  constitution,  by  which  this  act  is  termea  oigfa 
treason. 

2d.  That  the  people  of  the  republic  have  solemnly  refused  to  recognize  the  authoiitj 
of  Colonel  Prado,  as  is  proved  by  the  acts  which  they  have  signed,  and  which  have 
not  been  put  in  force,  owing  to  the  brute  power  which  he  exercised. 

3d.  That  Colonel  Prado  has  wounded  the  essentially  Catholic  spirit  of  the  people  by 
his  attacks  against  their  religion ;  that  he  has  assailed  individual  and  social  guarui- 
tees ;  that  he  has  wasted  the  public  money ;  that  he  has  oppressed  the  x>eop&  with 
ui^ust  and  grievous  taxes;  that  without  due  course  of  law  he  has  filled  the  prisons  with 
citizens,  and  also  has  banished  them  to  foreign  countries,  for  having  only  refused  U» 
recognize  his  illegitimate  authority ;  and,  in  mie,  his  wicked  admiuistratiou  has  oom- 
mitted  innumeraule  and  grave  crimes. 

4th.  That,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  22d  of  September  last,  constitutional  order 
is  again  restored,  in  conformity  with  the  national  will,  so  unanimously  and  vigoroonlr 
expressed,  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

5th.  That,  according  to  the  lOth  article  of  that  document,  all  acts  of  those  who 
usurp  the  public  authority  are  void  of  effect. 

6th.  That,  in  conformity  with  article  127  of  the  penal  code,  those  who  vary  the  form 
of  government  and  depose  the  constituted  authorities  are  responsible  for  the  crime  of 
rebellion.    Therefore,  I  decree : 

1st.  That  the  state  of  affairs  be  re-established  on  the  same  footing  as  before  and  oa 
the  27th  of  November,  1865. 

2d.  In  virtue  of  the  preceding  article,  all  of  the  decrees,  resolutions,  re^uIatioiMb 
commissions,  issued,  and  to  be  issued  by  Colonel  Mariano  Ignacio  Prado,  are  null  and 
void,  these  emanating  from  him  in  the  character  of  supreme  authority.  As  reganl* 
the  commissions  issued  in  favor  of  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  who  participate^ 
in  the  combats  of  Altao,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1866,  and  Callao,  on  the  2d  of  Mav, 
1866,  the  government  reserves  the  faculty  of  rewarding  worthily  those  individuals. 

3d.  In  conformity  with  that  ordered  in  the  first  article,  the  tribunals  of  the  renoblic 
will  proceed  with  all  pending  law-cases  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  codes  and  laws 
declared  to  be  in  force. 

4th.  Colonel  Mariano  I.  Prado  and  his  accomplices  are  responsible  for  that  covered 
by  the  127th  article  of  the  penal  code. 

The  minister  in  general  is  encharged  with  the  execntion  of  thU  decree. 

Given  in  the  government  palace  at  Arequipa,  the  14th  day  of  October,  1867. 

PEDRO  DIEZ  CANSECO. 

Juan  Manuel  Polab. 


Mr.  Sovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  110.]  LEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Lima  J  PerUy  January  14, 18d8. 
Sib:   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  jcovemment  foroc« 
under  Colonel  Gomejo,  the  minister  of  war  under  Prado,  have  been  corn- 
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pletely  defeated  by  Colonel  Balta,  in  attempting  to  capture  the  town  of 
Chiclayo,  defended  by  the  latter.  Although  the  government  troops  had 
almost  entirely  demolished  the  town,  by  means  of  their  artillery,  yet  in 
the  linal  assault,  through  the  treachery  of  one  of  their  battalions,  they 
were  forced  to  fly. 

By  this  victory  the  whole  of  the  republic  is  under  the  unquestioned 
control  of  the  revolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIX  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  74.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  January  15, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  which  I 
have  this  day  addressed  to  Judson  Kilpatrick,  esq.,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, &c.,  accredited  by  the  United  States  near  the  government  of 
the  republic  of  Chili,  in  relation  to  the  mediation  offered  on  behalf  of 
this  government  between  the  Queen  of  Spain  and  the  allied  republics 
of  South  America. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  cfec,  <fe?. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  112.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

lAma^  Peruy  January  22, 1868. 
Sir  :  Since  my  dispatch  No.  110,  dated  January  14, 1868,  no  import- 
ant change  has  taken  place  in  Peru. 

Colonel  B^ta,  the  chief  of  the  revolution  in  the  north,  was  the 
recipient  of  a  public  ovation  on  his  arrival  at  Lima,  on  the  19th  instant. 
General  Canseco  was,  at  last  advices,  marching  down  from  Arequipa  to 
the  coast  with  an  army  of  3,500  men,  which  force  he  intended  to  embark 
on  board  of  the  national  vessels  and  proceed  with  to  this  city.  Until 
the  struggle  for  the  presidency  occurs  no  further  trouble  is  generally 
apprehended. 

The  elections,  which  will  take  place  about  April  or  May,  may  afford 
an  opportunity  for  another  outbreak. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVESr  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd^ 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtony  D.  0. 

•  For  this  inclosnre  see  instruction  No.  55,  oi  the  15th  of  January,  to  the  United 
States  minister  to  Chili,  p.  315. 
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Mr.  Bbvcf  l»  Mr.  Setvard, 

No.  113.]  Legation  op  the  .TJnitei>  drAiES, 

Limay  PerUj  January  28,  1M& 

Sm :  Several  American  citizens  have  presented  claims  to  me  against 
the  government  of  Peru  for  alleged  injuries.  They  state  that  in  Chic- 
layo,  where  the  revolutionary  army  under  Balta  had  control,  every  for- 
eigner had  to  flee  for  his  life.  Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  com- 
munication of  Consul  Montjoy,  and  the  consular  protest,  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

Claims  are  also  made  by  x)ersons  in  Lima  for  injuries  to  person  and 
property. 

Several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  property  of  Americans,  was 
lost  in  Callao  when  Prado's  forces  entered  and  sacked  that  city  in  18(m. 
In  reference  to  these  last,  the  government  of  Prado  made  arrangements, 
through  congress,  to  adjust  them ;  hut  now,  as  all  of  Prado's  acts  are 
declared  null  and  void,  these  claims  will,  in  all  probability,  meet  with 
the  same  fate. 

I  most  earnestly  desire  the  advice  and  instructions  of  the  department 
on  this  very  irtiportant  and  delicate  question.  As  yet,  I  have  made  no 
diplomatic  claims  of  any  kind,  as  the  government  of  Colonel  Prado  pro- 
mised me,  unofficially^  to  fairly  adjust  all  claims  of  American  citizens 
without  resorting  to  diplomatic  correspondence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State^  Wa^shingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  M&n^ojf  to  Mr.  ffovey. 

Consulate  of  the  Unfted  States, 

Lamhatfeque,  Jantuuy  id,  ISGS. 

Honorable  Sm :  Since  my  last,  the  sacking  and  burning  of  Ulates  and  Tonna,  in 
this  province,  has  been  continued  systematicaUy  and  deliberately  by  armed  parties  thai 
formed  part  of  the  army  of  Colonel  Balta  in  Chiclayo,  and  commanded  by  governors  and 
other  officials  appointed  by  him,  and  arrived  to  such  an  extent  that,  in  view  of  the  dfv- 
redations  committed  upon  foreigners  and  upon  foreign  capital,  the  foreign  con«iI^ 
have  considered  it  necessary  to  protest  against  such  acts  in  tne  name  of  their  reBp<>ct' 
ive  governments,  and  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  all  other  nations  wb» 
have  been  or  may  bo  injured  in  person  or  property  in  such  a  cruel  and  wanton  manner, 
that  the  republic  of  Peru  may  be  held  responsible  for  the  act  of  its  pubUc  offict^n. 

The  greater  part  of  the  devastation  has  been  committed  since  official  notice  hasbern 
receives,  of  the  change  of  government  in  Lima^  and  that  Colonel  Balta  has  ordered  or 
permitted  these  excesses  is  proved  by  his  appointment  as  sub-prefect,  of  Tomas  84*11». 
m  this  city,  who  publicly  receives  and  banquets  the  leaders  and  officers  of  these  marau- 
ders. 

The  estate  of  Mr.  Alexander  Ruden  has  been  utterly  destroyed^  his  loss  amooDtisir. 
I  am  told,  to  more  than  |60,000.  I  have  advised  many  oth^r  Americans  to  apply  to  \oa 
for  redress,  as  I  am  powerless  to  assist  them. 

I  inclose  with  this  dispatch  a  copy  of  protest,  also  a  dispatch  for  ''  Decano,**  of  dip> 
lomatic  corps,  with  copy  of  the  same  to  be  made  public  in  the  manner  that  body  mat 
determine.    I  request  you  to  cause  it  to  be  delivered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  exceUency's  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  MONTJOT, 
United  Stata  Camaml 

His  ExceUency  M{^or  General  A.  P.  Hovey,  4^.,  fc,  4^ 
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[Tranalatioii.] 

In  the  city  of  Lambayeque,  capital  of  the  province  of  that  name,  in  the  department 
of  La  LibertacL  Pern. 

On  the  14th  day  of  Jannanr,  1868,  the  consular  body ,  resident  in  this  city,  met,  under 
the  presidency  and  in  the  office  of  its  dean,  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
object  of  taking  into  consideration  the  burning  and  sacking;  of  valuable  property  be- 
lonj^g  to  forei^ers,  and  to  Peruvians,  committed  before  the  public  as  witnesses,  and 
before  the  constituted  authorities,  by  forces,  armed,  which  saUied  from  the  towns  near 
to  the  places  burned,  those  forces  being  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  and  by 
«ome  of  the  political  authorities  of  the  district ;  that  wnen  the  imme<liate  solution  of 
the  conflict  at  Chiclayo  was  confidently  hoped  for.  and  the  re-establishment  of  order  in 
these  provinces,  together  with  the  reassertion  of  the  guarantee  covering  life  and  pro- 
perty, a  fatal  overturning  of  the  social  order  followed,  destroying  proj>ei-ty,  signalized 
by  the  sacking  and  burning  of  the  establishment  of  the  foreigners,  oolf  &  Co.,  of  Chic- 
layo, Santiago  Feely  in  Jayanca,  and  of  the  farms  Yfia,  Ssdangrande,  and  Chocofe, 
the  property  of  Peruvians,  in  which  many  foreign  employ^  lost  all  of  their  possessions ; 
that  moreover,  this  city,  the  farm  of  Errepon,  Fatapo,  Molina  de  Sta  Lima,  and  others, 
the  property  of  forei^niers,  are  threatened  with  a  like  fate ;  that  such  a  state  of  things 
forms  now  the  most  disconsolate  and  horrid  picture ;  offering  to  Peru  and  to  the  civfl- 
ifed  world  the  most  difficult  and  exceptional  situation  in  which  a  country  could  be  placed 
after  the  effervescence  of  the  political  crisis  has  passed  by.  In  such  a  situation  the  con- 
sular corps,  composed  of  the  undersigned^  resolved — 

First.  To  protest,  as  it  does  protest,  against  the  above  mentioned  acts,  and  a^inst  the 
violation  of  the  guarantees  expressed  in  existing  treaties,  in  the  nam^  of  their  respect- 
ive governments,  and  in  the  name  of  all  foreign  citizens,  who  have  been  injured  or  who 
may  be,  in  their  persons  or  in  their  property ;  and  declares  that  it  believes  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru  to  be,  responsible  for  the  depredations  committed  by  its  subordinates  and 
its  armed  forces. 

Second.  To  send  a  copy  of  this  protest  to  the  dean  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  resident 
in  Lima,  that  he  may  inform  the  government  of  Peru  of  its  contents ;  and  also  may 
inform  the  other  foreign  representatives. 

Third.  That  copies  be  likewise  sent  to  each  one  of  the  ministers  or  diplomatic  agents 
of  the  countries  represented  by  the  undersigned. 

SANTIAGO  C.  MONTJOY, 

Consul  of  the  United  Statm. 
GREGORIO  DEL  CASTILLO, 

Consul  of  ChUi, 
JUAN  J.  TIRADO  Y  PORTE, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 

MANUEL  DE  NECO, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  114.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  January  28, 1868, 
Sib  :  On  the  22d  instant  (General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco  arrived  at  this 
city,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  take  charge  of  the  government.    On 
the  25th  the  new  cabinet  was  organized  as  follows :  Minister  of  foreign 
affiairs,  Don  Jaan  M.  Polar ;  nunister  of  interior,  Don  Antonio  Arenas ; 
minister  of  finance  and.  president  of  the  council,  Don  J.  Luis  Gomez 
Sanchez ;  minister  of  justice,  Don  Bernardo  Munoz  ]  minister  of  war 
and  marine,  General  Fernando  Alvizuri. 
I  have  not  yet  been  informed  officially  of  the  existence  of  this  cabinet. 
The  country  appears  to  be  tranquil,  and,  as  well  as  can  be  learned  of 
the  public  feeling,  it  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  the  new  order  of  things. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewai^ 

Secretary  of  State^   Washington^  D.  0. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  76.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  4, 1868. 

Sir  :  Your  two  dispatches  of  the  14th  of  January,  Nos.  109  and  110, 
have  been  received.  The  information  which  they  give  of  a  new  and 
successful  revolution  in  Peru,  resulting  in  the  resignation  of  the  Prefii- 
dent  and  the  assumption  or  the  powers  of  government  by  a  mihtaiy 
chief,  has  unavoidably  affected  this  government.  I  do  not  think  it  eith^ 
prudent  or  necessary  to  inquire  concerning  the  interests  of  the  respectire 
parties  who  have  contested  the  powers  of  government  in  Peru.  Tnwtr 
ing  that  the  people  will,  with  reasonable  promptness,  exercise  ^  ^ 
wisdom  and  all  the  virtue  which  are  necessary  to  establish  practieid  and 
permanent  republican  institutions,  I  %m  content  for  the  present  to 
approve  the  forbearing  course  you  have  adopted,  and  to  reserve,  for  the 
development  of  events,  instructions  in  regard  to  the  formal  recognitaon 
of  national  authorities  in  Peru. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Alvin  p.  Hovey,  cfcc.,  ifec,  dkc. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  115.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

lAma^  PerUj  February  14, 1868. 
Sm :  A  government  de  facto  has  undoubtedly  been  established  in 
Peru  under  the  assumed  presidency  of  General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco. 
You  may  remember  that  when  I  arrived  in  Peru  he  was,  by  virtue  of  his 
oJBBce,  (second  vice-president,)  and  the  force  of  other  circumstances,  the 
actual  President  of  the  republic.  (.See  my  dispatch  No.  1,  dated  November 
20,  1865.)  I  then  transmitted  my  letters  of  credence  to  him ;  but,  before 
I  could  be  received,  the  army  proclaimed  Prado  dictator,  and  Canseco 
quietly  retired.  His  constitutional  term  of  office  expired  in  October, 
1866.  Xow  he  leaps  the  hiatus,  and  claims  to  continue  his  rights  by 
virtue  of  his  former  election,  ignoring  all  that  has  passed  under  the 

government  .of  Prado. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  not  forgotten  to  adhere  strictly  to  my  original  instructioiis, 
and  to  those  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  8,  dated  March  8, 18C6,in 
which  you  say :  "  The  policy  of  the  United  States  is  settled  upon  the 
principle  that  revolutions  in  republican  States  ought  not  to  be  accepted 
until  the  people  have  adopted  them  by  organic  law,  with  the  solemnities 
which  would  seem  sufficient  to  guarantee  their  stability  and  penna- 
nency." 

With  this  and  my  original  instructions,  with  Peru  in  a  state  of  anar- 
chy, and  without  anv  lawful  head,  I  gave  my  reply  to  General  Fran- 
cisco Diez  Canseco,  brother  of  the  new  acting  President,  as  stated  in 
my  No.  109,  of  14th  January,  1868. 

That  reply  has  caused  considerable  controversy  between  the  joemals 
of  Lima.    I  enclose  the  attack  upon  me,  with  translataons,  and  the 
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reply  made  by  a  Peruvian,  also  with  translation,  marked  respectively 
No.  1  and  No.  2. 

I  have  had  nothing  to  do,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  of  these 
publications. 

Should  the  government  feel  any  interest  in  this  paper  controversy,  I 
will  have  every  article  touching  the  question  translated  and  sent  for- 
ward, only  observing  that  the  Nacional  is  not  a  national  newspaper, 

bat  is  owned  and  controlled  by  English  companies. 

•  ••••••• 

On  the  28th  ultimo  I  re<5eived  a  circular  note  from  his  excellency 
Doctor  Don  Juan  Manuel  Polar,  secretary  of  foreign  relations  in  the 
new  government,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  "  the  power  of  the  con- 
stitution of  1860  being  re-established  in  the  republic,  and  with  it  the 
legal  authority  of  Gleneral  Pedro  Diez  Canseco,  the  second  Vice-President, 
he  (Doctor  Polar)  had  been  c^led  to  the  post  of  minister  of  foreign 
ajQTairs  in  the  formation  of  the  new  cabinet." 

In  announcing  this  fact  to  me,  he  assurer  me  that  he  will  take  pleas- 
ure in  faithfully  interpreting  the  ideas  of  his  government,  which  have 
no  further  object  than  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  kind  and  friendly 
feelings  which  have  united  always,  and  do  unite,  Peru  to  the  United 
States.  (See  inclosure  No.  3.)  My  reply  thereto,  in  which  1  state  that 
I  will  communicate  the  contents  of  his  note  to  my  government,  and 
that  my  duty  will  compel  me  to  await  its  orders,  is  likewise  transmitted 
herewith.    (See  inclosure  No.  4.) 

Every  other  diplomatic  representative  here  has  acknowledged  the 
new  order  of  aftairs,  and  the  feeling  manifested  against  me  by  some 
persons  arose  solely  because  1  did  not  give  my  unconditional  and  imme- 
diate adhesion  to  the  new  government. 

A  large  amount  of  unsettled  claims  and  recent  outrages  committed 
on  several  Americans  will  render  it  necessary  soon  to  have  some  com- 
munication with  the  government  de  facto.  Mr.  Alexander  Ruden,  a 
highly  respectable  an4  honorable  citizen  of  the  United  States,  taking 
no  part  whatever  in  the  politics  of  the  country,  has  suffered  damages, 
through  the  destruction  of  his  plantation  and  crops,  amounting  to  more 
than  ninety-one  thousand  dollars.  Others  have  been  wounded  and 
driven  from  their  employments. 

The  specific  instructions  of  the  government  upon  this  important  subject 
are  respectfully  solicited, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  0. 


^  SeHar  Polar  to  Mr,  Hcvey, 

[TraziBlatioii.] 

No.  1.]  Dkpaktment  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Limaj  January  28,  1868. 
The  power  of  the  constitution  of  1860  bein^  re-established  in  the  republic,  and  with 
it  the  legal  authority  of  the  second  Vice-President,  General  Don  Pedro  Diez  Canseco, 
the  undersifi^ed  has  been  csdled  to  the  post  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  cabinet.  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  announce  this  fact  to 
his  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  he  takes  pleasure  in  faithMly  interpreting  the  ideas  of  his  gov- 
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eminent,  which  have  no  further  object  than  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  kind  tnd 
friendly  relations  which  have  united  always,  and  do  unite,  Peru  to  the  United  States. 
The  undersigned  has  the  pleasure  of  improving  this  occasion  to  offer  to  his  exoeUency 
Q^ieral  Hovey  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration  and  regard. 

JUAN  MANUEL  POLAR. 
His  Excellency  General  Alvin  P.  Hovbt, 

£nvop  Extraordinary  amd  Minuter  Flen^frntiwy  of  the  Uniied  /Stetot. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Polar, 

No.  66.]  Legation  of  the  Untted  States, 

Lima,  Jammarg  88, 1066. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note,  dited 
toHiay,  in  which  your  excellency  informs  me  tljat,  as  the  power  of  the  constitation  of 
1660  has  been  re-established  m  the  republic,  and  with  it  the  legal  authority  of  his  excel- 
lency General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco,  the  second  Vice-President,  your  excellency  his  been 
called  to  the  post  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  Your  excellency  further  informs  me  that 
your  excellency  will  take  pleasure  in  interpreting  the  ideas  of  your  excellency's  goveni- 
ment,  which  are  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  warm  and  friendly  relations  whidihave 
alwavs  existed,  and  happily  do  exist,  between  Peru  and  the  United  States. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  embracing  the  first  opportunity  of  placing  the  re«eDt 
important  changes  in  Peru  and  the  contents  of  your  excellency's  note  before  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  my  duty  will  then  compel  me  to  await  its  oroen. 

As  it  is  the  firm  policy  and  the  greatest  pleasure  of  the  United  States  to  cement  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  all  nations  professing  republican  institi- 
tions,  I  trust  that  the  friendly  relations  now  existing  between  our  respective  countriw 
will  always  happily  continue. 

Without  having  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  acquainted  with  your  exceUeeer. 

E^rmit  me  to  congratulate  your  excellency  upon  the  exalted  position  which  yourexeel- 
ncy  now  eiyoys  as  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  government  of  Peru. 
Your  excellency  will  please  accept  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

•  ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

His  Excellency  Sellor  Dr.  Don  Juan  Manuel  Polar, 

Miniater  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


[TranslAtion  from  the  Nadonsl,  Lima,  January  S3, 1868.1 
A  DIPLOMATIC  INCmENT. 

With  great  surprise  the  public  have  seen  the  diplomatic  dispatch  addressed  to  tbe 
superior  chief  of  the  department  of  the  center  by  the  minister  plenipot<»ntiar)'  of  tt 
United  States,  in  answer  to  a  note  which  the  superior  chief  had  addressed  to  the  foreigB 
representatives,  announcing  the  new  government  which  the  republic  had  just  in»8- 
gurated,  and  proclaiming  the  establishment  of  the  empire  of  the  law. 

It  is  really  to  be  regretted  that  an  officer,  purely  military,  with  attributions  only  t» 
attend  to  the  first  requirements  of  interior  order,  should  have  passed  a  circnlar  to  tbe 
diplomatic  corps,  announcing  his  office,  relating  the  events  which  have  recently  occorrrf 
here,  and  reestablishing  directlv  diplomatic  re&tions.  But  since  the  entire  diplomatic 
corps,  with  strict  impartiality,  had  accepted  these  relations,  it  was  to  have  been  deore^ 
that  the  American  minister  would  have  observed  the  same  conduct,  instead  of  ert»b- 
lishing,  by  his  refusal,  a  groundwork  of  hostility  to  the  new  state  of  affairs  which  thf 
people,  with  perfect  right,  had  established.  Of  the  two  extremes  the  American  minis- 
ter could  have  adopted  one,  either  to  have  denied  roundly  to  recognize  the  reprwra- 
tation  of  Don  Francisco  Canseco,  or  to  proceed  in  the  manner  followed  by  his  collfa^n** 
But  the  dispatch  to  which  we  allude,  without  assailing  Canseco's  note  as  imgnlw 
from  its  nature,  is  an  open  condemnation  of  the  events  which  have  taken  place  iii  Ur 
country,  and  moreover  is  an  ill-timed  menace,  which  the  minister  was  not  in  a  positioB 
to  make,  nor  was  there  any  motive  for  its  being  made.  If  it  was  necessary  to  rewive 
instructions  as  to  whether  the  new  state  of  things  should  be  recognized  or  not,  di^ 
matic  practice  counsels  never  extemporaneously  to  venture  opinions  which  might  p" 
occasion  to  ^ave  commentaries  or  troubles,  which  are  always  inconvenient  in  the 
relations  which  two  fr^e  people  cultivate. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PEEU.  851 

No  one  cad  deny  that  the  PemYian  nation  is  the  only  ^ndge  of  its  own  actions,  while 
they  do  not  offend  or  ii\jnre  the  rifrhts  of  other  conntnes.  Her  transformations  of  a 
purely  domestic  character,  are  shielded  from  all  diplomatic  oensnre,  hnt  more'especially 
when  they  tend  towards  establishing,  more  solidly,  the  tme  republican  rule,  under 
the  protection  of  the  law.  In  the  supposition  that  even  this  were  not  true,  only  gov- 
ernments can  definitively  emit  opinions  concerning  the  recognition  or  not  of  other 
govemments,  and  even  then  they  cannot,  without  offending,  proceed  capriciously. 
The  conduct  of  the  American  minister  is  based  on  veir  glaring  errors.  His  excellency 
has  forgotten  that  the  only  reason  adduoed  for  the  delay  in  acknowledg^g  the  admin- 
istration  of  Colonel  Prado  was.  that  the  form  of  government  had  beien  altered,  the 
dictatorship  having  been  proclaimed,  an  event  which  has  not  now  taken  place,  on 
the  contraTy,  the  republican  form  of  government  has  been  more  firmly  established, 
guaiHiteed  by  the  empire  of  the  law,  fouowing  the  traditions  of  more  than  hidf  a  cen- 
tmy  of  independence,  interrupted  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  a  ruler  who  destroyed  and 
vitiated  the  representative  government,  violated  and  abolished  all  public  liberty  and 


D  spite  of  the  fact  that  Pan  is  in  the  last  scenes  of  a  very  disastrous  civil  war,  still  the 
administration  is  regulated  and  the  government  of  the  law  established. 

People  so  advanced  in  democracy  Us  those  of  the  southern  States  of  the  Union 
live  yet  subject  to  a  most  odious  military  rule,  and  are  deprived  of  all  their  benefits 
imder  the  federal  constitution ;  but  here,  in  the  midst  of  a  new  peonle,  with  the  sound 
of  the  last  combats  has  disappeared  all  that  military  rule  whicn  conducted  us  to 
anarchy  or  monarchy,  and  we  may  inspire  confidence  to  all  republicans  of  good  will. 

There  are  no  conquered  or  conquerors.  After  the  battle,  all  participate  in  the  benefits 
o(  the  common  law  ;  and  no  man,  who  for  ]K>litical  opinions  may  be  persecuted,  but 
can  find  protection  in  the  tribunals  of  Justice. 

It  is  sad,  indeed,  that  our  country  passes  through  so  many  perturbations,  but  no  one 
win  deny  that  they  tend  to  establish  more  securely  the  practice  and  establishment  of 
repnblican  institutions.  But,  in  the  midst  of  our  troubles,  the  justice  and  circumspec- 
tion of  our  governments,  eHpecially  in  their  international  relations,  have  never  been 
obecnred.  This  spirit  of  justice  and  moderation  should  be  fomented,  but  the  minister 
ai  the  United  States  has  forgotten  it,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  acted  contrary 
to  it. 

The  feeUngB  which  political  conflicts  leave  behind  them  fre<}uently  occasion  difficnl- 
ties  in  the  relations  existing  between  nations ;  and  when,  as  m  the  present  instance, 
diplomatic  agents  do  not  preserve  their  neutrality  between  the  parties  fighting  in  the 
fields  €^  interior  policy. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States,  felicitating  the  government  on  the  death  of  Grand 
MarRhal  Castilla,  offered  a  great  offense  to  all  of  one  national  party.  Conceding  asylum 
to  some  and  denying  it  to  others,  he  left  the  bounds  of  diplomatic  circumspection,  and 
his  present  dispatch -comes  to  finish  these  antecedents,  in  revealing  a  hostility  which 
we  earnestly  desire  had  been  better  concealed,  in  view  of  the  frien£y  relations  which 
Pern  cultivates  with  the  grf^t  republic  of  the  north. 


[Translation  from  the  Comercio  of  Jannaxy  28, 1866.] 
A  DIPLOBfATlC  ENCIDENT. 

A  feeUng  of  national  dignity  impels  us,  as  good  Peruvians,  to  reply  to  and  refute  the 
article  which  was  published  in  the  Nacional,  in  its  issue  of  22d  January. 

There  is  nothing  more  sacred  than  international  relations,  nor  is  any  one  to  be  more 
respected  than  a  foreign  diplomatic  minister.  If  we  can  read  contemptuously  the 
articles  appearing  in  our  journals  about  internal  politics,  we  cannot  with  the  same 
feeling  penise  an  article  which,  while  treating  on  international  questions,  might  com- 
promise the  national  good  name.  We  especially  refer  to  articles  which  refer  to  diplo- 
matic qnestions,  or  treat  of  the  actions  or  the  person  of  any  representative  of  a  great 
nation  friendly  to  Peru.  ^ 

This  is  what  now  has  happened.  We  hope  that  Peruvians  will  always  be  found  ready  to 
defend  foreign  ministers  when  these  may  be  attacked  unjustly,  or  not  treated  with  the 
high  respect,  the  particular  delicacy,  and  the  especial  consideration  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  and  which  thev  receive  from  every  civilized  nation,  every  respectable  govem- 
ment,  and  every  reputable  man. 

We  treat  of  the  answer  ^ven  by  General  Hovey,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  to  Mr.  Francisco  Dies  Canseco,  superior  militaiy  chief  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  center,  in  answer  to  the  circular  which  this  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
addretis  to  the  diplomatic  body,  resident  in  Lima,  on  the  10th  instant,  concerning  the 
new  government  just  then  established. 
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In  criticising  the  note  of  the  American  minister,  the  editors  of  the  Naeional  hsTe  pro- 
ceeded with  ffreat  haste  and  injostice,  have  committed  grave  errors,  and  have  fallai 
into  deplorable  contradictions. 

To  begin  with,  the  editors  confess  that  Mr.  Canseco  did  badly  in  writing  the  said  cir- 
cular, and  really  that  is  the  only  sensible  remark  made  in  the  whole  articM.  They  say, 
*^  That  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  authority  solely  military,  only  enchai^ged  with  the 
duty  of  attending  to  the  first  necessities  of  interior  order,  shoold  have  directed  a  eir- 
colar  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps  announcing  his  position,  relating  the  recent 
events  occurred  ih  the  country,  and  reopening  diplomatic  relations." 

The  editors,  therefore,  begin  by  contradicting  themselves,  attacking  the  reply  (tf  the 
American  minister  by  admitting  that  it  was  caused  by  an  absurd  circular. 

The  Naeional  says  that  the  public  have  seen  with  marked  surprise  the  reply  referred  ta 
This  is  an  error.  We  have  spoken  with  many  distinguished  persons  and  sevend  per- 
sons of  high  position,  who  re^rd  the  reply  as  called  for  by  the  situation.  The  Nadoml 
commits  another  error  in  saying  that  the  American  minister  has  been  alone  in  his  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  he  should  have  observed  the  same  conduct  as  did  his  colleague. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  simply  ridiculous  for  a  newm^per  to  pretend  to  dictate  to 
a  foreign  minister  tne  line  of  conauct  which  he  should  follow ;  and  in  the  second  place, 
as  nations  have  different  policies,  so  have  their  agents.  But  the  replies  of  the  minis- 
ters of  France  and  England  are,  on  the  whole,  the  same  as  that  of  the  American  pleni- 
potentiary. The  Enghsh  minister  says,  "  I  will  improve  the  first  opportunity  of  iodform- 
ing  tlie  government  of  her  Britannic  Migesty  of  the  fiMts  you  communicated  to  me;^ 
and  the  French  char|^  says,  "I  will  fulfiU  the  duty  of  remitting  your  dispatch  to  the 
cabinet  of  his  Imperial  M%jesty,  which  wiU  surely  appreciate  it.  The  American  min- 
ister says,  "  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  known  all  these  fiicts  to  my  government 
and  await  its  orders." 

The  difference  is  that  the  American  minister  says  he  will  await  orders,  which  tiie 
charges  d'affaires  mentioned  had  no  necessity  to  say.  If  the  representative  of  the 
Uuit^  States  believes  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  this,  no  one  can  deny  his  right,  and  he, 
bett^^r  than  any  one,  knows  what  he  does. 

The  Naeional  commits  a  very  great  error  in  saying  that  "of  two  extremes  the  Ameri- 
can minister  could  have  adopted  one— either  to  have  roundly  refused  to  reoognize  the 
representation  of  Mr.  Canseco,  or  to  follow  the  conduct  of  his  colleagues."  As  to  the 
second  extreme,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  all  ministers  can  proceed  alike  when  their 
governments  have  different  policies;  and  as  regards  the  first,  the  Naeional  itself  says 
that  ministers  cannot  refuse  to  recognize  a  government;  only  governments  themselTes 
can  do  m).  Therefore,  this  opinion  being  correct,  the  American  minister  did  perfectly 
risht  in  saying  he  would  wait  for  his  orders,  and  fhlfilled  his  duties  as  a  true  diplomatic 

With  respect  to  the  other  expressions  contained  in  the  dispatch  of  the  American  mia- 
ister,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  observations  in  order  to  clear  up  the  rather 
o1)scure  faculties  of  the  editors.  True  diplomacy  imposes  on  diplomatists  geomlly 
the  duty  of  not  expressing  a  definite  opinion  as  to  the  charges  which  may  oeeor  in  tlie 
countries  to  which  they  are  accredited.  The  minister  of  the  United  States  has  followed 
tbis  rule.  The  diplomacy  of  the  United  States  is  fi*ank  and  open;  it  declares  tm^ 
with  great  clearness;  from  the  beginning  it  calls  things  by  their  proper  names,  as  bread 
"bread,"  wine  "wine."  This  may  not  be  agreeable  to  some,  but  the  pill  must  be  gwil- 
lowed ;  it  is  the  best  way  to  avoid  ulterior  difficulties. 

The  American  minister  says,  not  onl^  that  he  will  acquaint  his  government  with  tl^ 
fact«,  as  do  the  English  and  French  ministers,  but  that  he  will  wait  the  orders  of  his 
government ;  this  is  his  duty,  a  duty  imposed  by  his  government;  and  he  tells  the  new 
govenmient  of  Peru  this  fact  frankly.  The  American  minister  does  even  more ;  he  hs» 
the  exquisite  delicacy  to  explain  his  conduct,  and  he  cites  the  precedent  involved  in 
the  case  of  the  recognition  of  Colonel  Prado's  government,  which  was  not  recogniied 
until  several  months  after  its  establishment. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  question  interesting  the  United  States  is  not,  whetiier  the 
government  be  dictatorial,  monarchical,  or  republican ;  it  is,  wheth^  the  will  of  the 
l>eople  upholds  it,  and  if  it  presents  guarantees  of  stability.  The  imperial  govemmefit 
of  Napoleon  III  was  very  soon  recognized  by  the  United  States.  The  govemmenl  of 
Maximilian  would  likewise,  no  doubt,  have  been  recognized  had  it  been  supported  by 
the  people.  A^  to  the  government  (dictatorial)  of  Prado,  South  America  nev»  saw  s 
more  popular  movement,  yet  the  United  states  recognized  it  only  after  the  2d  of  May. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  nmke  reference  to  an  incident  which  took  place  in  those  glorioBs 
days  for  Peru  that  some  wish  now  to  erase  from  history.  When  General  Hovey  pre- 
sented his  credentials  to  the  supreme  chief  he  said,  among  other  things:  "Our  continent 
should  be  the  mansion  of  freemen;  and  as,  according  to  the  language  of  Jeffenoo, 
*  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,'  we  should  be  more  than  vigil^t  of  our  repab- 
lican  institutions.  Permit  me  to  sav  that,  during  your  short  administration,  which  I  h^Jt 
had  the  pleasure  to  witness,  Peru  has  received  new  life,  which  the  most  remote  g^ier- 
ations  will  experience." 
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Colonel  Prado  commenced  liis  reply  thus : 

"The  great  nation  which  yon  represent  pointed  out  to  us  the  path  of  independence 
and  liberty;  and  although  vicissitudes  incident  t-o  nations  in  their  infancy  have  made 
superficial  minds  believe  that  the  principles  of  Washington  had  degenerated  in  our 
country,  recent  event*  have  jjroved  the  contrary. 

"To  preserve  liberty  and  independence,  a  people,  guided  by  mysterious  instinct!?, 
sometimes  employ  means  which  appear  contradictory  for  the  ends  it  desires  to  attain, 
and  the  most  liberal  government  on  earth — that  of  the  United  States — has  invested 
itself  with  faculties  at  first  sight  incompatible  with  republican  prihciples,  but  iudis- 
IHMisable  towards  saving  the  institutions  of  that  great  nation. 

**It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  me  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  has  formed 
such  an  elevated  opinion  of  the  use  which  my  government  has  made  of  an  authority 
which,  though  in  contradiction,  apparently,  to  republican  principle's,  was  ]>laced  in  my 
hands  to  consolidate  and  defend  from  unjust  attacks  the  itidependence  and  the  dignity 
of  America,  which  I  hold  as  dear  as  that  of  my  own  country. 

**  I  trust,  Mr.  Minister,  that,  whatever  apprehensions  the  establishment  of  a  dictatorial 
government  in  Peru  may  have  for  a  moment  awakened,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  se^  in  my  policy  the  practice  of  Washington's  doctrine*,  in  whose  defense 
the  Penivian  nation  has  put  in  execution  the  vigilance  of  Jefferson." 

Hintory  will  decide  if  Colonel  Prado,  styled  dictator,  exercised  more  power  than  our 
noted  presidents  de  facto  have  done.  Let  it  be  prove<l  that  the  pK*sent  government  is 
(!iup])orted  by  the  people,  which  we  do  not  dou))t,  and  that  it  presents  giiarant'Ces  of 
stability,  (which  Go<l  grant,)  and  we  will  see  that  the  American  government  will 
sj>eedily  recognize  it.    But  the  suddenness  of  Prado's  fall  is  rather  unpropitions. 

We  must  tell  the  truth.  Foreigners  believe  that  now  no  government  is  stable  in 
Peru.  This  belief  can  only  be  removed  by  seeing  a  government  exist  for  several  cou- 
S4»cutive  years.  The  man  whose  high  destiny  it  will  be  to  put  an  end  to  revolutions  in 
this  country  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance  on  the  tragi-comic  stage  of  Peru. 

If  some  expressions  in  the  American  minister's  dispatch  have  caused  surjmse,  the 
tMlitors  of  the  Nacional  must  know  that  the  diplomats  of  the  United  States  are  more 
frank  in  their  language  (always  neutral  and  impartial)  than  those  of  other  countries. 
Wv  were  pleased  to  see  in  that  dispatch  the  words  "  anarchy  and  monarchy ; "  these 
contain  the  whole  history  of  Spanish  America,  and  exactly  those  most  hateful  to  the 
American  i»eople,  and  any  auarchical  or  revolutionary  movement  is  highly  distasteful 
to  that  people,  and  any  monarchical  scheme  repugnant  in  the  extreme. 

We  learn,  however,  from  the  dispatch  that  we  will  receive  the  friendship  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  great  republic  in  proportion  to  our  ability  to  destroy  in  Peru  the  spirit  of 
anarchy  and  monarchy.  Unfortunately  both  exist,  and  both  urge  us  towards  our  ruin. 
Tli«^  inilu«»nce  of  the  great  republic  is  every  dav  more  powerful  in  the  whole  world.  In 
America  it  will  be  omnipotent;  to  resist  it  will  be  to  x>erish.  It  is  necessary  to  practice 
rlio  great  republican  principles  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe;  then 
we  will  be  powerful  and  strong;  then  great  and  happy;  then  the  friends  of  the  people 
of  t  he  United  States.  Without  that  condition,  one  of  three  things  is  our  destiny — father 
to  eat  ourselves  h  la  Diipasquies,  which  is  the  case;  or  some  European  power  will  con- 
cjuer  us,  which  would  be  difficult;  or  we  will  bo  absorbed  by  the  ITnited  States,  which 
vtTy  well  may  happen,  for  that  republic  is  destined  to  be  the  new  Rome. 

Nt>w,  if  the  Nacional  desires  to  know  why  the  Americans  express  themselves  with  so 
much  frankness,  although  diplomatic  practice  counsels  no  opinion  to  l»e  hastily  expressed, 
:iH  tli€».  Nacional  dogmatically  remarks,  we  will  reply,  quoting  the  words  of  the  great 
American  statesman,  Daniel  Webster,  containe<l  in  the  dispatch  which  he  wrote,  while 
8<*<*retary  of  Static,  to  the  Austrian  minister  in  Washington,  2lst  December,  1850,  in 
answer  to  a  protest  ordered  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  the  iustructions  given  to  the 
American  minister,  A.  Dudley  Maun;  these  were  to  recognize  the  independence  of 
ilniigary,  provided  it  seemed  possible  that  it  could  be  maintaine<l.  Mr.  Webster  says, 
interpreting  the  principle  which  the  great  republic  has  always  followed:  *' At  the  same 
rime,  while  observing  iaithfuUy  its  obligations  as  a  neutral,  no  one  can  ever  impede 
the  government  or  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  exei*cising,  according  to  its  own 
fliM4fretion,  the  rights  which  it  holds  as  an  independent  nation,  nor  from  forming  and 
expivfuiing  its  own  opinions  ft-eely  and  on  all  occasions  concerning  the  irreat  political 
fv«»ntH  which  may  take  place  between  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth." 

That  nation,  observing  its  rights  and  practicing  it«  duties  faithfully,  is  not  to  be  won- 
It'red  at  for  being  universally  respected,  and  for  increasing  its  power  every  day. 

We  now  trust  that  the  Nacional  will  comprehend  the  language  used  by  tlie  diplomatic 
i<^(*.nt8  of  the  United  States.  It  manifests  an  unexampled  audacity  in  asseverating  that 
rlie  (xmdiictof  the  minister  is  based  on  notable  errors;  it  shows  a  lamentable  ignorance 
i  n  altirming  tha^  his  dispatch  is  an  open  condemnation  of  the  events  which  have  recently 
jeciirred  in  the  country,  and  that  it  is  an  ill-timed  menace;  and  it  utters  a  stupid  false- 
IkkkI  in  stating  that  the  minister  did  not  hold  himself  neutral  in  the  affairs  of  Pern. 
Vhii  representative  of  the  ^at  American  republic  holds  too  elevated  a  position  to  mix 
11  the  personal,  tricky,  insignificant,  and  lilliputian  politics  of  Peru. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


854  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  will  answer  two  other  charges  made  by  the  Nacional,  and  then  we  will  conclude. 

The  editors  say  that  General  Hovey  conj^tulated  the  government  on  the  detth  of 
General  Castilla.  In  answer  to  this,  we  state  that,  in  answer  to  Minister  Oaorio's  first 
circular  to  the  diplomatic  corps,  dated  Jnne  9,  1867,  the  American  minister  wrote: 
*'I  conpjratulat^  myself  for  the  opportunity  which  presents  itself  to  enter  into  persoiul 
relatious  with  your  excellency,  and,  in  conclusion,  I  beg  to  felioit>ate  your  exceUeDcyfM 
the  brilliant  future  upon  wMch  Peru,  free  from  internal  dissensions,  is  about  to  enter.'' 
The  editors  of  the  Naoional  will  see  that  this  was  not  a  congratulation  on  Greneral  Ca»- 
tilla^s  death,  and  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  his  gOTtrnment  md 
people,  looked  with  horror  on  all  revolutionary  movements,  and  congratulated  the  ipoT- 
erumeut  on  every  occasion  when  Peru  was  free  from  internal  dissensions.  On  the  other 
hand,  this  CastiUa,  a  traitor  by  office,  would  have  died  in  any  civilized  country  with  • 
ro]>e  around  his  neck. 

I*eru,  which  deems  herself  more  civilized  than  the  rest  of  the  world,  abolished  capital 
punishmeuts,  and  consequently  proceeds  rapidly  to  its  dissolution.  Instead  of  shootiog 
three  or  four  conspirators  and  traitors,  the^  are  allowed  their  liberty,  and  in  their  refo- 
lutious  three  or  four  thousand  innocent  lives  are  lost,  immense  amounts  of  property 
destroyed,  the  country  demoralized  and  regarded  wit)i  contempt  by  foreigners. 

The  editors  of  the  Nacional  have  committed  another  error  in  asserting  that  Geienl 
Hovey  conceded  asylum  to  some  and  denied  it  to  others. 

Every  one  knows  the  histoiy  of  diplomatic  asylum  in  Peru,  and  the  efforts  made  by 
Secretary  Pacheco  to  abolish  it ;  all  applauded  tne  conduct  of  the  plenipotentiary  and 
the  admiral  of  the  United  States  in  that  question. 

The  American  minister  has  not  contradicted  himself  in  the  slightest  degree,  bat  has 
observed  to  the  letter  the  principles  which  he  laid  down. 

The  two  cases  which  have  occurred  at  the  American  legation  are  well  known— that 
of  Qolonel  Zegarra  and  that  of  ex-President  Prado. 

One  day  the  minister  was  proceeding  to  his  house,  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  comer 
of  the  street  where  he  resides  he  was  brusquely  and  suddenly  seized  by  the  arm  by  i 
person  whom  he  did  not  know,  Colonel  Zegarra,  and  told  that  the  person  wiabed  to 
speak  to  him  iu  the  legation.  Once  past  the  threshold,  the  unknown  exclaimed^ "  I 
implore  the  asylum  of  the  legation,^'  and  at  the  same  time  a  competent  authority  arrind 
with  the  proper  writ  against  Colonel  Zegarra,  who  had  been  pursued  very  closely.  We 
ask,  di<l  not  the  minister  of  the  United  States  fulfill  his  line  of  duty,  denying  the  a^- 
lum,  and  not  permitting  himself  to  be  surprised  into  consent? 

The  sectmd  case  is  this :  ex-President  Prado  was  pursued  by  no  authority  whataoeyer; 
nevertheless,  the  evil  passions  of  some  ruffians  and  of  a  part  of  the  populace  wereexcittd 
to  the  commital  of  wanton  deeds.  Colonel  Prado  then  acted  with  prudence,  seeking;* 
houHe  more  secure  than  that  in  which  he  lived,  and  he  went  to  the  American  legatioo. 
exactly  in  front  of  his  own  residence.  As  no  one  demanded  him;  the  caseof  diplomatk 
asylum  did  not  occur ;  nevertheless,  the  American  minister  hastened  to  tell  him,  frm 
the  beginning,  ^^  General  Prado,  no  one  shall  touch  you  in  my  house,  but  you  know  bet- 
ter than  anv  oue  else  that  this  legation  is  no  asylum  for  those  which  the  justice  of  th« 
country  rightfully  claims.''  Several  persons  connected  with  the  present  govemmeoJ 
heard  this — person*  who  visited  Colonel  Prado  during  the  thirty-six  hours  he  remained 
iu  the  legation ;  persons  who  offered  to  aid  him  in  liis  efforts  to  embark,  and  wh(K  a* 
we  have  been  assured,  did  so.  We  have,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  ex-President  Pradi>, 
three  circumstances — tirst,  the  authority  did  not  pursue  him,  but  rather  aided  his  escape; 
second,  that  he  did  not  wish  for  asylum,  but  was  the  guest  of  a  friend  only  for  thhtr- 
six  hours;  thinl,  that  the  American  minister  informed  him  of  his  proposed  mode  of  pr^ 
ceoding  iu  time.  We  ask,  did  the  American  minister  deviate  in  this  fitim  the  rule*  whick 
he  himself  laid  down  f 

What  say  the  editors  of  the  Nacional  now  T 

To  inform  them  and  many  who  are  absolutely  ignorant  of  diplomatic  asylum  inifc 
international  rights,  we  will  repeat  what  we  have  said  previously  conceniing  itsfand*- 
mental  principles. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rights  of  authorities  of  the  country,  or  the  duties  of  foreipi 
ministers— problems  to  be  resolved  by  the  law  of  nations — ^there  are  two  invariable  pnfl^ 
ciples  which  no  nation,  government,  minister,  or  private  individual  can  ever  tranajtw*- 
Ist.  The  domicile  of  a  legation  is  inviolable,  and  never  can  any  armed  demonatrahon 
be  made  against  it.  2d.  The  foreign  ministers  solely  obey  the  orders  of  their  p^^ 
ments.  To  deliver  up  a  person  talung  asylum,  is  not  to  ooey  an  order,  but  to  ftlfiU  » 
duty  imposed  W  the  minister's  own  government  and  to  act  in  consonance  with  hi» 
instructions.  To  disavow  these  principles,  is  to  be  ignorant  of  right;  to  vi<date  tbeai, 
is  to  provoke  foreign  war. 

Now,  messieurs  the  editors  of  the  Nacional,  what  have  you  done  in  writioj?  J^ 
fHlitorial  about  so  delicate  a  matter  f  Wliat  was  your  object  in  pretending  to  «"**^ 
a  diplomatic  note  emanating  from  a  minister  so  distinguished  as  that  of  the  ^^^ 
States  f  What  object  had  you  in  accumulating  such  a  mass  of  errors,  fal«eh<»odN  aw 
coutratlictions  f    Why,  finally,  have  you  attacked  so  unjustly  a  foreign  diplomaUf 
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agent?  It  really  is  uivjast,  most  nniust,  to  say  that  the  ''American  minister  has  by  his 
conduct  established  a  basis  of  hostility,  and  that  he  has  disavowed,  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion  acted  in  contradiction  to,  that  spirit  of  justice  and  moderation  which  he 
should  have  fomented.'' 

Tou,  messieors  the  editors,  have  in  your  publication,  actuated  by  ignoble  motives, 
demonstrated  in  a  superlative  degree  a  want  of  moderation,  discourtesy,  audacity,  and 
a  ^orit  of  injustice  unworthy  of  a  civilized  country  and  dishonorable  to  the  press. 

We  have  shed  a  tear  of  grief  to  see  how  the  illustrious  guest  who  has  shown  so 
much  sympathy  and  interest  in  our  country  has  been  treated  in  Peru.  He  was 
accredited  to  our  government  being  "  one  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  the 
United  States,"  according  to  tne  words  of  President  Johnson ;  ne  who,  without  ceas- 
ing, has  expressed  and  rei>eated,  publicly  and  privately,  his  sincere  desires  for  the 
greatness  of  Peru ;  he  who  has  followed  with  great  and  unusual  interest  all  the  steps 
taken  by  this  little  republic  towards  making  a  name  in  the  catalogue  of  nations,  and 
to  show  to  the  world  ner  growing  strength ;  who,  finally,  has  fulfilled  his  duty  with 
Puritan  severity,  and  has  always  labort^  to  foment  the  love  of  liberty  and  of  republi- 
caa  institutions,  and  the  observance  of  the  grand  principles  which  are  the  founoatiou 
of  American  independence. 

Can  this  be  called  ''hostility''  and  "a  contradiction  of  the  feeling  of  Justice  and 
moderation  T "  When  ideas  are  so  perverted  in  a  country,  it  must  he  very  £our  on  its 
rapid  road  to  destruction. 

^t  we  believe  that  Peru  is  not  in  that  condition,  and  in  the  name  of  the  nation  we 
protest  against  the  discourteous  words  of  the  Nacional. 

We  can  assure  his  excellency  General  Hovey  that  since  his  arrival  at  these  shores 
he  has  been  esteemed,  respected,  and  beloved  by  all  who  have  had  the  honor  of  know- 
ing hiin,  and  by  all  who  have  had  an  opportunity  to  admire  the  rare  and  beautiful 
qiulitiee  which  adorn  him,  as  a  man,  as  a  jurist,  as  a  soldier,  and  a  diplomat. 

JURIDICCS. 

Lima,  January  25, 186a 

P.  8. — ^With  an  unworthy  motive,  the  editors  of  the  Nacional  have  again  occupied 
themselves  with  the  dispatch  of  General  Hovey^  and  they  have  the  audacity  to  say  in 
their  review  of  the  fortnight  (which  goes  abroad,  translated  into  three  languages) 
'*that  if  in  a  respectable  pai)er  of  the  United  States  a  reliable  and  truthful  account  of 
the  miuiner  in  which  the  representative  of  that  nation  in  Pern  has  comported  himself, 
it  is  almost  certain  that  he  would  be  recalled." 

If  the  ideas  expressed  by  the  Nacional  were  those  of  a  respectable  newspaper,  and 
one  that  represented  national  feeling,  they  would  have  some  value  abroad.  But  it  is 
known  that  the  Nacional  always  adores  the  rising  sun ;  it  was  established  with  the 
dictatorship  and  then  adored  Prado,  then  it  began  to  adore  Castilla,  then  it  passed  to 
Canseco,  and  now  it  adores  Balta. 

Such  newspapers  are  condemned  in  foreign  countries  and  exercise  no  influence 
whatsoever. 

Moreover,  to  console  the  editors,  we  will  tell  them  a  painful  truth.  In  all  foreign 
countries  without  exception,  in  all  the  comers  of  the  civilized  world,  there  is  but  one 
Peruvian  name  which  mted  us  from  the  mire  where  we  were  lying*,  and  which  gave  us 
some  fame.  There  is  only  the  name  of  one  Peruvian  which  inspires  universal  admira- 
tion and  respect ;  there  is  only  the  name  of  one  Peru^'ian  surrounded  with  an  iiiiper- 
iahable  glory  winch  reflects  on  his  fellow-citizens  abroad — that  name  is  that  of  Maricano 
Ignacio  Prado. 

No  one  is  a  prophet  in  his  own  country,  and  much  less  in  an  ungrateful  one. 

JUKIDICU8. 

Janmanf28, 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Reward. 

Xo.  116.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  Peru,  February  14, 1868. 

Sib  :  The  9l8t  article  of  the  constitution  of  1860,  of  the  republic  of 
Peru,  now  proclaimed  to  be  in  force,  reads  as  follows : 

When  the  offices  of  President  and  first  Vice-President  of  the  republic  are  vacant, 
the  second  Vice-President  will  be  encharged  with  the  supreme  command,  until  the  per- 
son caUed  by  the  law  may  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  ilischarge  of  his  duties.  In  ca^e 
9/ a  vacancy  J  he  will  give,  mthin  three  days,  the  necessary  orders  for  the  election  of  a  President 
and  first  Vice-President,  and  shall  convoke  congress  for  the  objects  mentioned  in  article 
81  and  the  foUowing  articles. 
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Canseco  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  15th  January,  took  control  of  the 
government  immediately,  but  failed  to  call  an  election  until  the  7th  of 
February,  and  then  reftised  to  reeognize  the  old  congress,  but  called 
for  a  new  one.  The  hiatus  of  Prado's  government  was  too  broad  for  any 
one,  save  the  President  himself,  to  leap.  On  this  point  all  that  a  dis- 
creet PeruAian  will  say  is,  "  Vamos  &  v^r.''  A  translation  of  the  "  Bando,^ 
exiling  for  the  election,  is  annexed.  The  oflScials,  expectants,  and  a  few 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  celebrated  for  three  days  the  anniver- 
sary of  Canseco's  birth,  with  fireworks,  cannon,  etc. 

No  notice  of  this  important  celebration  was  given  to  this  legation,  and 
yet  I  am  informed  that  the  new  cabinet  was  greatly  enraged  becanso 
the  stars  and  stripes  did  not,  of  their  own  volition,  and  in  honor  of  tiiat 
very  great  day,  ascend  to  the  top  of  the  mast,  and  wave  their  ample 
folds  over  the  American  legation. 

The  struggle  for  the  presidency  will  shortly  begin  between  the  other 
aspirants  and  chieftains,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  Balta,  C-evallos, 
Costas,  and  others,  and  then  more  devastation  of  the  property  and  dan- 
ger to  the  lives  of  foreigners  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

Should  an  election  take  place,  the  chances  of  Colonel  Balta  for  the 
presidency  are  decidedly  the  best,  but  many  believe  that  the  Canseco 
party  are  now  doing  all  they  can  to  thwart  him. 
♦    I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  p.  HOYEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waskingtony  D.  0. 


[Tranalation.] 

Pedro  Diez  Canseco,  second  Vice-President  of  the  republic,  encharged  with  the  execu- 
tive powers: 

Whereas  the  glorious  termination  of  the  revolution  which  had  for  its  ohject  the 
re-establishment  of  the  legal  regimetf,  and  the  expiration  of  the  administrative  period 
being  near  at  hand,  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  people  to  elect  the  President  and  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  republic,  and  likewise  the  citizens  who  are  to  compose  the 
national  congress. 

In  virtue  of  the  great  political  events  which  have  occurred  since  congress  a^jounied 
in  1864,  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  renovate  and  elect  entirely  anew  the  congres- 
sional body  to  regulate  the  advancement  of  the  country,  and  to  enter,  without  meeting 
insuperable  obstacles,  on  the  constitutional  mode  of  government.  Having  heard  the 
decision  of  the  cabinet  council,  I  decree : 

Ist.  That  on  the  1st  of  April  next  the  parroquial  electors  shaU  assemble  to  select  tte 
citizens  who  shall  form  the  provincial  electoral  colleges,  both  bodies  to  act  in  fl^rt 
conformity  with  the  law  of  April  13,  1861. 

2d.  The  provincial  electoral  colleges  shaU  select  the  President,  first  and  second 
Vice-Presidents  ot  the  republic.  The  same  colleges  shall  elect  the  senators  and  depu- 
ties corresponding  to  the  department*  and  provinces  composing  the  nation,  in  aoccaii- 
ance  with  the  plan  formed  by  the  congress  of  1861.     - 

3d.  Congress  shaU  be  inaugurated  on  the  28th  of  July  next,  to  fulfiU  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  constitution,  and  to  enact,  according  to  its  attributions,  the  laws  which 
may  be  required  by  the  condition  of  the  republic. 

The  minister  of  state  in  the  department  of  foreign  aifairs  is  encharged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  this  decree,  ordering  it  to  be  published,  i)rinted,  and  circulated. 

Given  in  the  house  of  government  in  Lima,  the  6th  of  February,  1868. 

PEDRO  DIEZ  CANSECa 

JvAJH  Manuel  Polar. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

Xo.  77.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  21,  1868. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  January,  No.  113,  has  been  received, 
with  its  accompaniment,  which  is  a  copy  of  a  report  that  was  made  to 
you  on  the  18th  of  January  by  Mr.  Montjoy,  United  States  consul  at 
Lambayeque.  There  is  annexed  to  the  copy  of  the  consul's  report  an 
accoant  of  certain  proceedings  of  foreign  consuls,  residing  in  Lambaye- 
que, held  on  the  14th  of  January.  In  this  dispatch  you  inform  me  that 
several  American  citizens  have  presented  claims  to  you  against  the  gov- 
ernnaent  of  Peru  for  alleged  spoliations  committed  in  Chiclayo,  which 
constitute  the  subject  of  the  consul's  report.  You  also  inform  me  that 
claiins  are  presented  to  you  by  persons  residing  at  Lima,  for  injuries  to 
person  and  property,  and  you  call  my  attention  also  to  the  fact  tliat  seve- 
ral hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  property  of  Americans,  were  lost  in 
Callao  when  President  Prado's  forces  entered  and  sacked  that  city  in 
1865,  and  that  the  congress  which  convened  under  President  Prado's 
administration  made  arrangements  to  adjust  the  last-mentioned  claims. 
but  that  now,  inasmuch  as  all  President  Prado's  acts  are  declared  null 
and  void,  those  claims  will  in  all  probability  fall  into  abeyahce. 

Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  you  properly  ask  the  instruction  of  this 
department.  By  the  President's  direction  I  now  comply  with  that 
request. 

You  will  receive  such  claims  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  pre- 
sent^  together  with  such  evidence  on  the  subject  as  may  be  offered,  and 
wiD  transmit  the  same  to  this  department,  with  a  report  upon  the  merits 
of  each.  It  is  indispensable  that  the  department  be  fully  informed  con- 
cerning the  status  of  citizenship,  domicile,  and  duration  of  residence, 
the  occupation  and  employment  of  each  claimant.  Those  claims  wiU  be 
carefully  examined  here,  and  made  the  subject  in  every  case  of  explicit 
instruction.  In  the  mean  time  you  will  present  no  claims  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru,  unless  in  some  special  case,  which  may  have  arisen  sub- 
sequent to  the  28th  of  January  last,  and  which  in  your  judgment  will 
not  admit  of  delay  for  further  examination.  In  any  such  special  case 
you  will  report  your  proceedings  to  this  department. 

It  is  the  policy  of  this  government,  as  far  as  possible,  not  to  embar- 
rass,  but  to  favor  reorganization  and  restoration  in  the  American  repub- 
lican states  where  administration  has  been  deranged  by  foreign  inter- 
vention or  civil  war. 

The  Peruvian  minister  residing  here  will  be  informed  of  the  contents 
of  tills  dispatch,  and  you  will  ask  leave  to  give  a  copy  of  the  same  inform- 
ally to  the  de  facto  government  of  Peru. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ax,ViN  p.  HovEY,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  cfcc,  dtc. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward, 

ISo.  117.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  Peru,  February  22, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
the  department,  the  copy  of  an  unofficial  letter  received  by  me  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


858  DIPLOMATIC    C0BEE8P0NDENCE. 

Commander  J.  H.  Gillis,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Wateree, 
giving  an  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  north  of  Pent 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


CovMiMmder  GiXUa  to  Mr,  Howjf. 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Waterkk,  (3d  rate,) 

CMao  Bay,  Febnuny  18, 1868, 

Sir  :  While  the  Watereo  was  absent  from  Callao  on  the  emise  from  which  abe  has 
just  retui-ntMi,  I  enjoyed  opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  some  parts  of  Uk 
coast  of  Peru,  and  avail  myself  of  the  honor  of  hereby  informing  you  of  what  I  trust 
will  bo  of  intf  rest  to  you.  At  San  Jos^  I  met  the  .Ajnerican  consul  of  Lambayeone, 
and  accompanied  him  to  that  city,  and  while  there,  saw  enough  to  conTince  me  tluU 
that  Hection  is  in  a  very  unsettled  state.  Indeed  there  seems  to  be  a  jierfect  reign  of 
terror. 

On  the  17th  instant  a  party  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  ^'montoneroa''  came  into 
Lambayeque  for  the  purpose  of  welcoming  Colonel  Balta  on  the  foUowing  day,  tnd 
were  received  in  a  public  manner  by  the  authorities  of  the  place.  While  formed  in  the 
public  square,  Jhese  men  applauded  themselves  on  account  of  the  depredations  which 
they  had  committed,  and  cned  death  to  those  whose  estates  they  had  plundered.  On 
the  8th  instant  Balta  entered  the  city  and  received  an  ovation^  the  "montoneros"  being 
the  chief  participants  besides  the  authorities.  On  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  as  a 
party  of  oflScers  from  this  vessel  were  riding  throiigh  the  public  square  of  Lambaywjnf, 
they  were  stopped,  and  the  horse  of  one  of  the  officers  demanded  by  some  of  the  wune 
party  who  had  been  publicly  received  the  evening  previous.  I  brought  the  affair  to 
the  notice  of  our  consul,  and  demanded  redress,  but  came  away  before  I  oould  receivf  a 
reuly. 

No  serious  public  outrages  occurred,  so  far  as  I  heard,  but  they  were  expected,  and 
indeed  the  well-disposetl  citizens  appear  to  heartily  despise  these  roving  bands,  bat 
feel  too  weak  to  offer  any  resistance.  About  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Lambayeantt  a 
wealthy  land  owner,  who  claims  unusual  privilege*  through  the  favor  of  Colonel  Balta. 
shut  off  the  water  from  a  rice  plantation  belonging  to  the  United  States  oonsol,  and  np 
to  the  time  of  my  departure,  February  15th,  Dr.  Montjoy  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
any  redress,  and  his  crops  were  fast  being  ruined. 

I  will  further  state  that  Colonel  Balta  is  reported  to  have  six  hundred  armed  men  at 
his  disposal,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  intends  to  instigate  another  revolution,  if  be 
fails  to  be  elected  at  the  coming  election. 

This  vessel  also  stopped  at  Santa  and  Culebras,  where  there  seemed  to  bo  no  serions 
difficulty,  though  the  people  are  apprehensive  of  trouble.  I  did  not  touch  at  any  otb<^ 
port,  because,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  there  was  nothing  to  demand  the  prest*nce  of  a 
man-of-war,  most  of  the  towns  being  comparatively  quiet,  though  by  no  means  in  aorh 
a  state  as  one  could  wish. 

I  brought  as  passengers  from  Lambayeque,  two  men  who  were  obliged  to  leave  that 
place,  as  their  lives  were  in  danger  at  the  hands  of  the  lawless.  One  is  an  Americaa 
citizen,  and  the  other  a  Prussian,  both  sent  on  board  by  the  American  consuL 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you  as  soon  as  posnble. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  GILLIS, 
Commander  Vmit^  SUUn  Xttry. 

General  Alvin  P.  Hovby, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  Peru^ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  79.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  March  4, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  dispatches  of  the 
14th  of  February,  Nos.  115  and  116. 
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Your  account  of  the  partisan  discontent  which  was  manifested  in  Lima 
in  regard  to  your  omission  to  recognize  at  once,  without  instructions  firom 
your  government,  the  military  chief  of  a  successful  armed  revolution  in 
Peru,  has  been  read  with  careful  attention.  Your  proceeding  on  that 
occasion  is  again  approved  and  confirmed.  The  United  States  could 
have  no  motive  to  intervene  between  the  political  parties  of  a  sister 
republic.  They  have  every  x)ossible  motive  for  sustaining  in  every  case 
the  deliberate  and  final  action  of  the  whole  constituent  people  in  every 
such  republic.  In  case  of  revolution,  foreign  nations  are  entitled  to  wait 
for  definitive  conclusions  of  the  people  thus  concerned. 

You  again  solicit  instructions  on  the  subject  of  claims.  I  have  noth- 
ing now  to  add  to  previous  instructions  on  that  subject.  Those  instruc- 
tions are  well  considered  by  the  President.  Some  consideration  is  due 
by  a  Mendly  state  to  the  embarrassments  which  governments  sustain  in 
the  case  of  revolutionary  changes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fec.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  119.]  Legation  of  the  TJntted  States, 

Limaj  Peru^  March  14, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  your  dispatch  !N^o.  76,  dated 
February  4, 1868,  approving  my  conduct  under  the  new  order  of  affairs 
in  Peru,  and  my  reply  to  General  Francisco  Diez  Canseco. 

As  my  course  has  been  so  entirely  different  (under  instructions)  from 
the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  as  my  faUure  to  acknowl- 
edge immediately  the  existing  government  has  given  some  little  offense, 
I  am  gratified  to  know  that,  in  i)erforming  my  duty,  I  have,  at  least,  met 
with  the  entire  approbation  of  my  government. 

Considerable  excitement  prevails  in  Lima.  On  the  6th,  General 
Canseco  became  alarmed,  and  caused  quite  a  number  of  arrests  to  be 
made.  In  the  list  of  prisoners  are  found  the  names  of  the  two  Colonels 
Suarez,  Colonel  Bermudez,  Colonel  Mugacuru,  and  others,  all  strong  sup- 
porters of  Prado,  during  his  administration.  Several  of  these  gentlemen 
have  occupied  prominent  positions  in  Peru,  and  are  considered  as  wield- 
ing a  large  amount  of  political  power.  It  is  said  that  a  strong  Prado  party 
already  exists  in  Peru,  and  many  look  to  his  early  recalL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  120.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Peru,  March  22, 1868. 
Sib  :  On  the  13th  instant  General  Gutierrez  was  dispatched  to  Chic- 
layo  by  the  government  at  Lima,  with  orders  to  remove  and  bring  to 
Lima  all  the  cannon,  muskets,  and  material  of  war  to  be  found  at  the 
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first-named  city.  Hardly  was  his  approach  signalled,  when  the  inhab- 
itants of  Chiclayo  rushed  to  arms,  and  expressed  their  determination  to 
forcibly  oppose  the  removal  of  the  cannon,  &c.  General  Gutierrez  not 
desiring  to  bring  on  an  encounter  between  his  troops  and  the  people  of 
the  town,  returned  to  Lima,  without  fulfilling  his  orders.  The  govern- 
ment then  conferred  full  powers  upon  Colonel  Balta,  and  dispatched  him 
to  Chiclayo,  to  endeavor,  by  means  of  his  influence,  to  quiet  the  people 
and  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  guns.  The  report  of  the  progress  of  his 
mission  has  not  yet  reached  Lima. 

The  people  of  Chiclayo  alleged,  in  their  defense,  that  the  government, 
while  constiintly  sending  anns  and  ammunition  to  the  south,  desired  to 
completely  disarm  the  north,  thus  placing  the  latter  under  the  contml 
of  the  former.  The  affair  is  regarded  as  very  significant,  and  is  evidently 
the  precursor  of  further  trouble. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  121.]         .  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Linmj  Peru,  March  22,  1868. 
Sir:  Upon  the  receipt,  on  the  18th  instant,  of  your  dispatch  No.  77, 
dated  Febniary  21,  1868,  I  addressed  tlie  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
asking  permission  to  send  a  copy  of  the  same,  informally,  to  the  govern- 
jnent  of  Peru.    (Inclosure  No.  1.) 

Having  received  the  minister's  reply,  (inclosure  No.  2,)  giving  assent 
to  this  proposition,  I,  on  the  20th  instant,  inclosed  the  copy  of  your  di>- 
patch  in  the  note  marked  No.  3,  and  have  received  an  answer  thereta 
(No.  4.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  St^te,  Washington,  B.  C. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Polar, 

Legation  of  the  United  State-s 

Lima,  March  18,  1^68. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ]>lenipotentiarT  of  tht* 
United  Stat-es  near  the  eoverninent  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  has  the  honor  to  mak' 
known  to  his  excellency  tne  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  government  of  Pern,  that 
he  has,  by  the  last  steamer  from  the  north,  received  an  important  dis}Kitch  fnim  hi-* 
government,  in  which  he  is  directed  to  ask  leave  to  send  a  copy  of  the  same,  infurmaliy 
to  the  de  facto  government  of  Peru. 

Upon  receiving  his  excellency's  reply  informing  the  undersigned  that  said  c6py  vill 
be  so  accepted,  tne  same  will  be  immeiliately  transmitted. 
The  undersigned  assures,  &c.,  &c., 

His  Excellency  Sr.  Dr.  Don  Ji'an  M.  PoL.iR, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Government  of  Peru. 


ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
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Sencr  Polar  to  Mr,  Hovey, 
[TianaUtioii.] 

Lima,  Marek  20, 1868. 
The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Pern,  has  the  honor  to  say  to  his 
excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
in  answer  to  his  note  of  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  that,  without  accepting  in  any 
manner  the  name  of  ^vemment  de  facto,  given  to  that  which  he  has  the  honor  to 
serve,  hy  that  of  the  Lnion,  he  will  take  pleasure  in  receiving,  in  the  indicated  manner, 
a  copy  of  the  important  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward,  whose  contents  he  has  already  had 
the  satisfaction  of  learning  from  the  representative  of  Peru  in  Washington. 

It  is  the  agreeahle  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  reiterate  to  General  Hovey  the  assurances 
of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JUAN  M.  POLAR. 
His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 

AND  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Polar. 

Legation  of  the  ITntfed  States, 

Lima,  March  20,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  No.  2, 
dated  March  20,  1868,  informing  me  that  your  excellency,  without  accepting,  in  any 
manner,  the  name  of  eovemment  de  facto  given  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  the  government  of  Peru,  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the 
honorable  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit^jd  States,  (the  contents 
of  which  your  excellency  has  already  had  the  satisfaction  of  learning  from  the  repre- 
seDtative  df  Peru  in  Washington,)  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my  note  of  the  18th 
instant. 

Your  excellency  will  find  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  referred  to  in  our  communi- 
cations, together  with  a  copv  of  the  consular  protest  signed  at  Lambayeque. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  raise  any  question 
as  to  the  form  of  the  existing  government  of  Peru.  Whether  it  be  a  government  de 
facto  or  dejure,  or  both,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Peru,  together  with  the  laws  of 
nations,  must  decide,  but  your  excellency  will  see  bj'  the  inclosed  dispatch  that  I  have 
simply  complied  with  my  duty  by  communicating  with  what  my  government  is  pleased 
to  call  a  government  de  facto. 

If  the  government  at  Washington  had  regarded  the  present  government  of  Peru  as 
a  government  dejure,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  any  informal  correspond- 
ence. 

The  high  estimation  in  which  my  government  holds  his  excellency  Sr.  D.  J.  A.  Garcia  y 
Garcia,  now  the  representative  ol  Peru  in  Washington,  together  with  the  ardent  desire 
to  cultivate  lasting  relations  of  friendship  between  our  respective  governments,  has 
been  the  cause  of  placing  within  his  knowledge  the  facts  contained  in  the  said  dis- 
patch. 

Hoping  that  such  confidence  may  always  exist  between  our  respective  governments 
and  representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

His  Excellency  Sr.  Dr.  J.  M.  Polar, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Government  of  Peru, 


Senor  Polar  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

[Translation.] 

Lima,  March  21, 1868. 
Inclosed  in  your  excellency's  appreciated  communication  of  to-day,  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Honorable  William  H.  Seward,  to 
which  your  excellency  referred  in  your  dispatch  of  the  18th  instant,  and  the  copy  of  a 
protest  signed  by  the  consular  corps  of  Lambayeque,  relative  to  the  occurrences  which 
took  place  in  that  province  in  January  last. 
As  regards  the  dispatch  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  American  Union, 
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I  should  manifest  to  your  exoeUMicy  that  my  government  has  seen  in  it  a  new  proof  of 
the  spirit  of  justice  which  animates  tiiie  American  government,  of  the  wise  and  concil- 
iatory policy  of  that  eminent  statesmiui,  a  policy  which  must  lead  to  beneficent  results 
between  the  two  countries  and  their  governments. 

In  reference  to  the  consular  protest,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  make  known  to  yoor 
excellency  that  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  British  subject,  Mr.  James  Feely, 
presented  through  the  British  legation,  asking  for  the  removal  of  the  snb-prefect  of 
Lambayeque,  and  also  for  indemnification  for  the  iuiuries  suffered  by  the  said  Feely, 
an  affirmatory  decree  haa  been  issued,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 

I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  toe  assurances  of  my  most  distingiiiahed  oonsiden- 
tion. 

J.  M.  POLAR. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  SUOet, 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

No.  122.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  PerUy  March  28, 1868. 

Sir:  The  contest  for  election  still  continues.  From  the  indications  in 
Lima,  and  the  action  of  the  clubs,  the  best  informed  among  the  foreign 
population  believe  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  President,  Canaeco,  to 
control  the  future  destiny  of  Peru,  either  as  president  or  dictator.  The 
probability  is  that  such  a  condition  of  things  will  arise  in  the  coming 
elections,  that,  no  one  candidate  will  receive  an  absolute  majority  under 
the  constitution  of  1860,  and  in  that  event  the  election  will  be  thrown 
into  the  incoming  congress,  and  those  now  in  power  will  undou'btedly  do 
all  they  can  with  that  body  to  maintain  their  present  positions.  It  is 
but  justice  to  Canseco  to  say  that  he,  like  Caesar,  has  thrice  refused  the 
nomination,  (the  constitution  forbidding  the  same:)  whether  the  parallel 
may  be  carried  out,  future  events  will  show. 

All  of  the  departments  of  the  government  are  not  acting  in  complete 
concert  with  the  present  government  of  Peru,  and  it  is  distinctly  under- 
stood in  Lima  that  the  Iriends  of  Canseco  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
thwaii;  the  election  of  Balta,  who  is  undoubtedly  the  most  popnlar 
chieftain  of  the  hour.  Should  Balta  fail,  another  revolution  is  inevita- 
ble. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant, 

ALYIS  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  123.]  Legation  of  the  XTniteb  States, 

Lim4i^  PerUj  April  14,  1868. 

Sir:  Although  the  political  condition  of  Peru  is  still  slightly  dis- 
turbed, it  is  universally  believed  that  Colonel  Balta,  in  the  late  elections, 
has  met  with  success. 

If  this  election  be  fairly  proved,  and  sanctioned  by  the  congress  which 
meets  in  July  next,  I  beg  that  I  may  be  authorized  at  once' to  ojien 
relations  with  his  government,  as  I  believe  that  to  be  our  best  policy. 

My  impression  is  that  our  policy  here,  so  far,  of  non-admissioD,  does 
not  work  for  the  best  interests  of  our  country.    The  Lima  newspapers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PEKU.  863 

have  been  teeming  with  the  most  unjustifiable  attacks,  both  against  our 
country  and  myself,  since  my  refusal  to  recognize  the  government  of 
Qeneral  Canseco;  but  trusting  the  whole  matter  to  your  better  judg- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.^Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  124.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Xiwa,  Peru^  April  22, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular* 
dated  March  27, 1868,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  prox)ose  an  armistice 
"in  the  proper  quarter,''  between  Spain  and  the  South  American  repub- 
lics, to  "  be  adopted  by  the  government  to  which  I  am  accredited.^'* 

Not  deeming  this  circular  as  fully  authorizing  me  to  acknowledge  the 
present  government  of  Peru,  in  view  of  my  former  instructions,  I  thought 
proper, 'on  its  reception,  to  call  upon  his  excellency  Doctor  J.  M.  Polar, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  ask  for  an  informal  interview. 

Calling  at  the  Foreign  Oflfice  on  the  19th  of  the  present  month,  I  met 
his  exceUency  informally,  and  had  an  extended  conversatibn  with  him  in 
regard  to  the  question. 

He  expressed  his  kindest  feelings  in  regard  to  your  friendship  for  this 
country,  and,  after  hearing  the  proposition  for  an  armistice,  declared 
himself  personally  satisfied  with  the  measure,  but  said  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  govempient  of  Peru  and  its  allies, 
before  a  definite  answer  could  be  made  to  the  proposal.  He  then  asked 
me  if  there  would  be  any  objection  to  giving  him  a  copy  of  your  circu. 
lar,  in  the  form  of  a  confidential  memorandum.  As  he  expressed  himself 
so  decidedly  in  favor  of  an  armistice,  I  thought  there  could  be  no  indis- 
cretion in  granting  him  the  desired  copy,  and  accordingly  sent  it  to  him 
on  the  same  day  of  our  interview. 

He  seemed  to  be  gratified  at  the  proposition,  and  said  that  he  would 
opi)ortunely  inform  me  of  the  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  83.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  May  7, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  123,  of 
the  14th  of  April.  It  informs  me  of  the  pleasing  fact  that,  at  present, 
the  political  condition  of  Peru  is  only  slightly  disturbed,  and  that  it  is 
universally  believed  that  Colonel  Balta  in  the  late  elections  has  met 
with  success  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 

•  For  this  circular  see  p.  321. 
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Having  given  me  this  information,  you  express  a  hope  that  if  this  elec- 
tion shall  be  fairly  approved  and  sanctioned  by  the  congress  which  will 
meet  in  July  next,  you  may  then  be  authorized  at  once  to  open  relations 
with  the  government.  You  express  an  opinion  that  the  precaution  which 
we  so  habitually  pursue  in  regard  to  a  hasty  recognition  of  revolutionary 
government  does  not  work  for  the  best  interests  of  our  country  in  Peru ; 
and  you  observe  that  "  the  Lima  newspapers  have  been  teeming  with 
most  unjustifiable  attacks  against  our  country  and  yourself  ever  since 
your  refusal  to  recognize  the  government  of  General  Canseco." 

The  views  you  have  thus  expressed  will  receive  careful  consideratioiL 
It  is  less  than  two  years  ago  since  the  United  States  reluctantly  recog- 
nized the  government  of  President  Prado,  which  came  in  by  revolutioa 
against  the  constitutional  system — the  same  constitutional  system 
wbich  General  Canseco  now  claims  to  have  been  restored  by  a  reaction- 
ary military  force.  The  United  States  must  be  entirely  indifferent  to 
political  persons  and  parties  in  Peru,  as  in  all  the  South  American 
republics,  so  long  as  all  those  persons  and  parties  agree  in  maintaining 
a  republican  system  as  the  only  admissible  form  of  government  To  as 
an  administration  conducted  by  General  Canseco,  or  by  Colonel  Balta, 
would  be  as  acceptable  as  an  administration  conducted  by  any  other 
chief.  What  we  wait  for  in  this  ca«e  is  the  legal  evidence  that  the  exist- 
ing administration  has  been  deliberately  accepted  by  the  people  of  Peru. 
When  a  republican  form  of  government  is  constitutionally  estaWished, 
we  hasten  to  recognize  the  ^^ministration,  and  to  extend  to  it  a  cordial 
friendship.  We  do  thus  because  every  state  which  constitutes  itself  a 
republic  becomes  by  force  of  that  very  circumstance  a  bulwark  of  our 
own  republic.  We  do  not  deny  or  question  the  right  of  any  nation  to 
change  its  republican  constitution.  We  do  not  deny  the  right  even  to 
change  it  by  force,  although  we  think  that  the  exercise  of  force  can  cMily 
be  justified  in  rare  instances.  What  we  do  require,  and  all  that  we  do 
require,  is  when  a  change*of  administration  has  been  made,  not  by  peace- 
ful constitutional  processes,  but  by  force,  that  then  the  new  adminis- 
tration shall  be  ssmctioned  by  the  formal  acquiescence  and  acceptance  of 
the  people. 

We  insist  upon  this  because  the  adoption  of  a  different  principle  in 
regard  to  foreign  states  would  necessarily  tend  to  impair  the  constito- 
tioual  vigor  of  our  own  government,  and  thus  favor  disorganization,  dis- 
integration, and  anarchy  throughout  the  American  continent.  In  onr 
own  late  i)olitical  convulsions,  we  protested  to  all  the  world  againsi 
tiny  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  apolitical  power  by  foreign  nations, 
and  we  denied  the  right  of  any  such  nation  to  recognize  a  government 
here  independent  of  our  constitutional  republic  until  such  new  govern- 
ment should  be  not  only  successful  in  arms,  but  should  also  be  accepted 
and  proclaimed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

We  must  be  content  to  endure  the  temporary  dissatisfaction  which 
this  policy  may  occasionally  awaken  in  our  sister  republics. 

In  accordance  with  the  principles  I  have  mentioned,  the  United  States 
will  recognize  the  republican  administration  which  may  be  organiicd  in 
Peru  so  soon  as  it  shall  appear  to  have  been  deliberately  accepted  by 
the  Pemvian  people  themselves.    We  cannot  do  it  until  then. 

Should  your  position  at  Lima  become  uncomfortable  in  consequence 
of  ailherence  to  the  policy  herein  set  forth,  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw from  the  republic  temporarUy,  and  await  elsewhere  the  progre^ 
of  events.    I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that  no  such  exigency  will  arise. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  <j6c.,  cfcc,  cfec. 
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Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  128.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima  J  Peru,  July  22,  1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  in  Lima,  on 
the  20th  instant,  I  foand  the  congress  recently  elected  engaged  in  the 
preliminary  labors  of  qualifying  their  members.  As  a  general  thing  there 
are  two  contestants  for  every  seat,  yet  both  classes  claim  to  be  the  sup- 
porters of  Colonel  Balta^  the  President  elect,  the  contest  simply  being 
for  personal  advancement  and  ambition. 

The  general  impression  is  that  peace  will  prevail,  and  that  Balta  will 
assume  his  seat  undisturbed,  although  it  is  difficult  to  predict  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  the  future  action  of  the  people  of  Peru. 

I  have  some  difficulty  in  clearly  understanding  my  duties  under  your 
dispatch  No.  83,  dated  May  7, 1868,  and  will  wait  further  advices  as  to 
when  I  shall  recognize  the  government  here. 

Balta  has  been  elected  by  the  entire  vote  of  the  people,  and  my  opin- 
ion is  that  it  would  be  the  best  policy  to  recognize  his  government  after 
his  inauguration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  131.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  July  22, 1868. 
Sm :  In  my  late  visit  to  Chili,  in  conjunction  with  General  Kilpatrick, 
I  had  interviews  on  two  several  occasions  with  the  secretary  of  foreign 
affiurs  of  that  government  in  regard  to  the  propositions  for  meditation 
made  by  the  United  States.  The  secretary  expressed  himself  as  being 
entirely  willing  to  accept  the  first  proposition  of  an  indefinite  truce, 
which  he  stat^  would  be  tantamount  to  peace,  as  no  cause  of  war  would 
be  hkely  to  ensue  firom  the  old  issues.  He  further  said  that  personally 
he  could  have  no  objections  to  adjusting  the  matter  by  means  of  the 
congress  of  plenipotentiaries  proposed  by  the  United  States,  but  that  as 
a  party  measure  it  might  materially  injure  the  present  administration  in 
ChilL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  youK  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  138.1  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  July  28, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  beg  to  present  to  your  consideration  the  following  translated 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  minister  of  the  interior  of  Peru,  submitted 
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to-day  to  congress.  From  the  extract  it  will  be  perceived  what  views 
are  held  by  the  miuister  regarding  those  disturbances  which  took  place 
in  the  north  in  January  last,  and  which  gave  rise  to  the  claims  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  to  you : 

A  very  lamentable  event,  and  one  franght  with  the  most  unhappy  circnmstances  for 
agricultural  interests,  has  occurred  at  Lambayeque,  and  throws  a  gloom  over  the  epoch 
through  which  we  have  passed. 

Betwe4?u  the  proprietors  of  the  estate  of  Vina  and  the  neighboring  population  qnir- 
rels  have  been  constantly  taking  place  for  some  time  past.  These  quarrels  were  brou^t 
to  a  climax  by  the  triumph  gained  in  Chiclayo  by  the  constitutional  party,  and  for  the 
moment  there  was  no  authority  at  Lambayeque  sufficiently  powerful  toVanse private 
rights  to  be  respected.  The  government  immediately  took  measures  to  prevent  a  repe- 
tition of  these  occurrences,  and  Colonel  Balta  was  sent  to  calm  the  excitement  of  the 
people  in  that  section ;  this  he  did  by  means  of  his  great  influence,  but  it  has  been 
necessary  to  maintain  in  Lambayeque  a  force  sufficient  to  guarantee  those  private  rights 
which  were  so  cruelly  trampled  upon. 

This  opinion  of  the  minister  demonstrates  clearly  the  justice  of  the 
claims  against  bis  government,  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honpr  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

JSecretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  139.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  Augtist  14, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  translated  extract  from  the  report 
transmitted  to  the  present  congress,  by  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  of  Peru: 

Although  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  foUowing  a  policy  pecu- 
liar to  \t«e\{,  has  not  recognized  officiaUy  the  actual  government  of  Peru,  yet  it  has  not 
failed  to  give  us  unec^uivocal  proofs  of  its  friendly  interests,  through  the  medium  of  its 
minister  plenipotentiary  in  Lima,  Greneral  Hovey,  and  through  our  own  legatiou  in 
Washington. 

In  addition  to  the  offer  of  mediation  made  hy  the  government  of  the  United  SUU*, 
another  evidence  of  its  circumspection  has  heen  shown  to  us  in  informing  ns  of  the  in- 
structions given  to  its  representatives  relative  to  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  VmUA 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtony  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Na  140.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Peru,,  August  14, 1868, 

Sir:  After  an  examination  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  recent  elections, 
con^^ress,  on  the  Ist  instant,  declared  Colonel  Balta  the  legal  President 
of  Peru,  and  on  the  following  day  he  was  solemnly  install^  in  his  posi- 
tion.   His  remarks,  on  his  inauguration,  were  as  follows : 

HoNORMiLB  Rkprkskntativks  :  Invested,  with  power  by  the  national  vote,  and  faith- 
fed  to  the  oath  which  I  have  Jast  subscribed  to,  I  wiU  be  Just,  and  nothing  more  tbtt 
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jastf  since  I  am  conTinced  that  in  justice  we  will  find  that  finnness  necessary  for  the 
salvation  of  the  repnhlic. 

I  know  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  is  not  satisfactory,  but  relying  on 
your  valnable  assistance,  and  on  the  patriotism  of  all  Peruvians,  we  may  hope  speedily 
to  remove  all  embarrassinff  circumstances — a  complete  forgetfulness  of  all  past  dis- 
cords, national  reform  in  sdl  administrative  branches,  but  a  reform  emanating  from  the 
law ;  protection  to  arta,  industry,  and  agriculture ;  thus  creating  genuine  sources  of 
wealtL 

Such  will  be  my  constant  effort.  Thus  the  public  tranquillity  will  not  be  disturbed, 
and  ambition  will  find  the  basis  of  a  solid  and  honorable  future  in  labor,  and  not  in 
favor,  OP  positions  derived  from  favor. 

To  you,  illustrious  legislators,  pertains  the  duty  of  assisting,  with  your  efficacious  co- 
operation, the  constitutional  government  inaugurated  to-day,  and  I,  on  my  part,  prom- 
ise to  be  inexorable  in  extirpating  discord  or  civil  war. 

May  God  guide  and  fortify  you  in  your  arduous  duties,  laboring  for  the  health  of  the 
republic 

The  new  cabinet  has  been  formed  as  follows : 

President  of  the  conncil  and  minister  of  war,  Colonel  Jnan  Wancisco 
Balta ;  minister  of  treasury,  D.  Francisco  Garcia  Calderan ;  minister  of 
foreif^n  aftairs,  D.  J.  Antonio  Barrenchea;  minister  of  interior,  D.  Pe- 
dro Galvez ;  minister  of  justice,  D.  Luciano  B.  Cisneros. 

Mr.  Barrenecliea  was  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  during  the  latter 
portion  of  Colonel  Prado's  administration,  and  was  universally  Qpteemed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Staiey  Washington^  D.  (7. 


Jfr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  142.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  August  14, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  copies  and  transla- 
tions of  thlB  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  minister 
of  foreign  aflEairs  and  myself,  on  the  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  the 
government  of  Colonel  Balta,  marked  inclosures  Xos.  1  and  2. 

On  reviewing  your  dispatch  No.  83,  dated  May  9, 1868, 1  And  the  fol- 
lowing : 

What  we  wait  for  in  this  case  is  the  legal  evidence  that  the  existing  administration 
has  been  deliberately  accepted  by  the  people  of  Peru.  When  a  republican  form  ofg9v- 
emment  has  been  constitutionaUy  established,  we  hasten  to  recognize  the  administra- 
tion, and  to  extend  to  it  a  cordial  friendship,  »  »  •  ^ml^  ju  accordance 
with  the  principles  I  have  mentioned,  the  United  States  wiU  recognize  the  republican 
administration  which  may  be  organized  in  Peru  so  soon  as  it  shaU  appear  to  have  been 
deliberately  accepted  by  the  Peruvian  people  themselves. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  correspondence  herewith  transmitted,  and 
from  the  unanimous  action  of  the  Peruvian  congress,  that  Colonel  Balta 
has  been  duly  proclaimed  constitutional  President  of  Peni,  without  a 
contesting  element  within  the  limits  of  the  republic.  In  this  view  I  have 
deemed  it  to  be  the  policy  of  our  government,  as  well  a«  in  conformity 
with  the  directions  contained  in  your  above-mentioned  dispatch,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  present  administration.  I  would  have  been  comi)elled  to 
have  taken  issue  with  the  actual  government,  after  the  reception  of  the 
note  from  the  foreign  minister,  if  I  had  not  accepted  the  same. 

The  country  is  as  peaceful  now  as  it  ever  has  been^  or,  probably,  will 
be  for  years  to  come,  and  the  people  seem  satisfied  with  the  new  admin- 
istration. 
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I  will  observe  that  tlie  government  of  President  Balta  is  not  the  im- 
mediate sequence  of  force,  but  bas  been  produced  by  the  universal  vote 
of  the  i)eople,  and  sanctioned  unanimously  by  congress.  Canseco  took 
possession  of  the  presidential  chair  by  force;  Balta,  by  the  peaceful  will 
of  the  i)eople.  In  this  view  I  consider  that  I  am  acting  within  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  my  instructions,  and  hope  that  my  action  will  be  approved 
by  our  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  WdshingtoUj  D.  0. 


Seiior  Barrenechea  to  Mr.  Hwep, 

(Tran8Ution.J 
No.  6.]  Lima,  August  5, 1868, 

I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  yonr  excellency  for  the  purpose  of  informiog  yoor 
excellency  that  the  nation  has  chosen,  and  the  congress  proclaimed  as  constitationAl 
President  of  the  republic,  Colonel  Jos^  Balta,  who  assumed  the  supreme  power  on  tb« 
2d  instant. 

After  the  agitations  through  which  Peru  has  passed,  your  exceUency  and  the  gov- 
emment  of  your  excellency  wiU  view  with  satisfaction  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment emanating  from  the  free  suf&age  of  the  people,  and  which  has  the  firm  intentioa 
of  consolidating^  order  in  all  of  the  departments  or  public  administration. 

One  of  its  principal  duties  will  be  the  careful  direction  of  foreign  a^Gaiis,  which  ire 
intimately  united  to  the  internal  order  of  the  republic,  and  the  preservation  and  expan- 
sion of  those  kindly  feelings  which  happily  exist  between  Peru  and  the  United  Statea. 
In  onler  to  attain  this  end,  the  ^vemment  wiU  take  the  greatest  care  in  caoang  tlw 
persons  and  interests  of  all  foreign  citizens  and  subjects  to  be  respected  within  thii 
republic,  and  to  comply  faithfiilly  with  aU  existing  treaties. 

Far  from  having  interests  in  conflict  with  thase  of  any  other  country,  Peru,  comprf- 
hending  perfectly  her  own,  desires  to  preserve  the  greatest  harmony  v?ith  all  nationa, 
and  the  present  government  is  convinced  that  that  of  your  exceUency  is  animated  by 
the  same  wish. 

The  government  now  inaugurated,  eminently  national  by  its  origin  and  by  the  conise 
it  proposes  to  follow,  is  foreign  to  alt  parties^  since  it  considers  itself,  alxwre  them  all, 
inspired  by  justice  and  strict  impartiality,  far  from  blindly  refusing  to  recognize  tke 
events  of  the  last  few  years  in  the  republic ;  considers  it  a  duty  to  remember  those 
events  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  aU  that  may  be  just,  and  to  profit  by  experience. 

His  excellency  the  President,  doing  me  the  honor  to  believe  that  I  can  interpret  his 
noble  views  has  named  me  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  accepting  this  high  poet,  1 
have  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  finding  in  your  exceUency's  government  tBe 
same  frieudly  sentiments  which  animate  that  of  Peru.  The  profound  satisfaction  I 
experience  in  once  more  entering  into  relations  with  the  diplomatic  corps  reeidait  io 
Lima,  is  so  much  the  greater  since  I  have  the  hope  that  the  cordiality  of  our  relatKoes 
will  contribute  towards  augmenting  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  government*, 
and  towards  strengthening  the  ties  which  unite  Peru  to  the  United  Statee. 

I  dare  to  hope  that  your  excellency  wiU  aid  me  with  your  benevolent  assistance  in 
this  important  obiect,  and  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  most  distineuiAed 
consideration,  and  to  subscribe  myself  your  excellency's  most  attentive  and  ooedicffit 
servant, 

J.  A.  BARRENECHEA. 
His  Excellency  General  Alvin  P.  Hovby, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  UnUed  Statee. 


Mr.  Hotey  to  Senor  Barrenechea. 

Legation  of  the  Ukitkd  States, 

Xtwa,  Peru,  August  10. 186a 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note,  No.  6,  dated  the  5th  instant, 
in  which  I  am  informed  that  the  nation  has  chosen,  and  the  congress  proclaimed,  Col*' 
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nel  Don  Jos^  Balta  as  constitutional  President  of  the  repablio,  and  that  Colonel  Balta 
assumed  the  supreme  power  on  the  second  of  the  present  month. 

Tour  excellency  remarks  that,  after  the  agitations  through  which  Peru  has  passed, 
the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  as  well  as  myself,  will  regard 
vith  lively  satisfaction  the  establishment  of  a  government  called  into  existence  by  the 
free  vote  of  the  i)eople,  and  which  has  as  its  tirm  object  the  consolidation  of  order  in 
all  of  the  departments  of  public  administration. 

Progress  js  often  the  fruit  of  the  agitations  and  excitomeuts  through  which  nations 
pass  in  the  grand  march  of  their  destiny.  I  sincerely  trust  that  this  may  be  the  casein 
the  late  agitations  to  which  your  excellency  has  referred. 

The  undersigned  is  gratified  to  know  that  the  amicable  relations  existing  between 
the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Peru,  have  from  the  earliest  hour  of  the 
Peruvian  republic  always  been  such  as  should  exist  between  governments  professing 
the  same  principles,  the  most  cordial  and  friendly,  and  that  your  excellency's  govern- 
ment desire  that  such  relations  should  so  continue. 

So  fEur  from  Peru  having  interests  inconsistent  with  those  of  other  governments,  her 
^geographical  position,  her  productions,  mineral  and  a^icultiiral,  and  her  best  interests 
in  every  point  of  view  (in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned)  demand  not  only  peace  at 
home,  but  friendship  with  the  world. 

The  undersigned  has  learned  with  groat  pleasure,  from  ^our  excellency's  no^e,  of  the 
intention  of  your  excellency's  government  to  cause  the  nghts  not  only  of  Americans, 
bntofall  foreign  citizens  to  be  respected  throughout  the  limits  of  Pern.  This  is  not  only 
in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  all  progressive  goveniments,  but  is  a  doctrine  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  every  republic  of  America,  north  or  south. 

Your  excellency  further  informs  me  that  the  government  recently  inaugurated  is 
above  party,  and  is  a  government  institutecl  for  the  people,  and  desires  to  comply  with 
all  that  is  just.  Nobler  impulses  could  not  animate  the  hearts  of  those  in  power,  and  I 
hope  that  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  his  excellency  the  President  and  his  cabi- 
net in  this  regard,  may  be  fully  realized. 

Permit  me  to  say  to  your  excellency  that  my  past  experience  in  Pern,  and  knowledge 
of  your  exceUency's  character,  assure  me  that  nothing  but  the  kindest  relations  can 
exist  between  our  respective  governments  as  long  as  your  excellency  holds  the  high 
position  to  which  your  excellency  has  been  so  justly  and  so  honorably* elevated. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Bib  Excellency  Sellor  Dr.  Don  J.  A.  Barrknechea, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  87.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Augmt  17, 1868. 
Sib:  Tour  dispatch,  No.  128,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  has  been  received. 
In  reply  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  recognition  of  the  exist- 
ing government  in  Peru,  I  have  to  state  that  as  the  contingency  con- 
templated by  the  instruction  of  the  department  of  the  7th  of  May  last 
seems  to  have  taken  place,  no  objection  is  now  entertained  to  your 
holding  full  official  intercourse  with  that  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  89.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1868. 

Sir:  T  have  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  of  July,  No.  131.    It  affords 
me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  Chili 
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expressed  himself  to  you  as  being  entirely  willing  to  accept  the  first 
proposition  of  the  Unite4  States  for  an  indefinite  truce  in  the  war 
between  the  allied  republics  and  Spain.  I  take  notice  further  that  the 
Chilian  secretary  said  to  you  that  he  had  no  objections  to  adjust  the 
matter  by  means  of  a  congress  of  plenipotentiaries,  as  proposed  by  the 
United  SUites,  but  that  as  a  party  measure  it  might  materially  injure  the 
present  administration  in  Chili. 

Insomuch  as  this  information  comes  in  an  indirect  as  well  as  informal 
manner,  I  am  obliged  to  limit  myself  in  the  use  of  it  to  a  simple  men- 
tion of  the  matter  thus  noticed  to  the  Spanish  minister   plenipoten- 
tiary here  for  the  information  of  his  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  144.  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limtiy  Peruj  August  22, 1868. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  Peru  has  suffered  the  greatest 
calamity  which  during  its  existence  has  befallen  it.  On  the  13th  instant, 
at  5.40  p.  m.,  a  ver>'  decided  earthquake  was  felt  in  Lima  and  C^lao, 
and,  although  not  causing  any  injury  of  consequence,  was  pronounced 
to  be  the  most  severe  movement  of  the  earth  experienced  here  since 
1860.  Following  the  earthquake,  the  sea,  rising  in  a  great  wave,  over- 
whelmed a  portion  of  Callao,  inflicting  great  damage  on  the  town,  and 
but  for  the  protection  afforded  by  the  island  of  San  Lorenzo,  the  city  would 
have  been  completely  destroyed.  Upon  the  succeeding  night  a  disas- 
trous fire  broke  out  in  that  city,  causing  a  loss  of  upwanls  of  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  During  this  terrible  occurrence,  Colonel  Balta, 
the  President,  and  his  ministers  were  present  at  the  post  of  danger, 
directing  the  efforts  of  the  soldiers  and  firemen,  and  rendering  veiy 
effectual  assistance.  The  Chincha  Islands  were,  in  part,  submerged, 
but,  owing  to  the  speedy  retrocession  of  the  sea,  suffered  little  injoiy; 
whilst  the  city  of  lea,  distant  forty  miles  from  the  main  laud,  opposite 
the  Guano  Island,  was  completely  destroyed.  By  the  steamer  whidi 
arrived  from  the  south  on  the  19th  of  the  present  month  we  learn  that 
the  cities  of  Arica,  Arequipa,  Iquique  and  Moquegua,  and  several  minor 
towns,  have  been  reduced  to  ruins.  The  loss  of  life  is  estimated  at  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  while  the  damage  done  to  property  will  not  be 
covered  by  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  In  the  bay  of  Arica,  the 
United  States  ships  Fredonia  and  Wateree  were  cast  on  shore  and  lost, 
the  first  with  the  loss  of  thirty-seven  men,  the  second  with  one.  The 
conduct  of  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Wateree,  and  of  his  officers  and 
crew  in  alleviating  the  wants  of  the  people  of  Arica  is  highly  commended, 
and  the  humane  ser^^ice8  of  the  physicians  of  these  two  ^ips,  Doctors 
Winslow  and  Dubois,  have  been  duly  appreciated. 

These  cities  are  completely  destroyed,  not  one  single  house  remaining. 
The  effect  here  has  been  intense,  and,  urged  by  myself,  Admiral  Tumw, 
commanding  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  South  Pacific, 
has  generously  offered  to  aid  the  government  in  its  efforts  to  render 
assistance  to  the  ruined  and  starving  people  of  the  south.  I  beg  here- 
with to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  myself  to  the  minister  of 
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foreign  affairs,  f  No.  1,)  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  passed  between 
the  admiral  ana  myself  in  relation  to  this  subject,  (No.  2.) 

The  government  is  busily  engaged  in  equipping  vessels  and  loading 
them  with  all  necessaries  for  the  distressed  people.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  our  only  ship  here,  the  Powhatan,  may  be  of  some  service. 

The  damage  done  to  commercial  interests  is  immense,  and  cannot  be 
estimated  now  from  the  imperfect  data  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Harey  to  Senor  Barrenechea. 

Legation  of  the  Uxtted  States, 

lAma,  August  20,  1868. 
Sir:  The  nndereigned  takes  pleasnre  in  informing  your  exceUency  that  Admiral 
Turner,  commanding  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  South  Pacific,  wiU 
proceed  immediately  tx)  the  port  of  Arica,  to  aid,  as  far  as  possible,  in  alleviating  the 
distress  caused  at  that  place  by  the  recent  earthquake. 

In  this  view  the  undersigned  will  be  pleased  to  present  Admiral  Turner  to  his  excel- 
lency the  President,  so  that  his  voyage  may  have  all  the  beneficial  effects  possible. 

The  earliest  convenient  hour  is  requested,  as  the  admiral  will  arrive  at  Lima  at 
1L30  a.  m. 

I  beg  to  reassure,  &c., 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
His  ExceUency  Seilor  Dr.  J.  A.  Barrenechea, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr,  Hovejf  to  SeHor  Barrenechea, 

Legation  of  the  Uxtted  States, 

Limaf  August  20,  1868. 
Sir:  Fearful  that  the  interview  of  this  morning  may  have  led  to  misconstruction 
from  the  natural  imperfections  of  translation,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  the 
correspondence  whicn  has  passed  between  the  admiral  and  myself  in  relation  to  the 
matter  in  question. 

Nothing  would  give  the  admiral  and  his  command  more  pleasure  than  to  serve  your 
distressed  countrymen  in  the  hour  of  their  great  calamity.    You  will  please  inform 
the  admiral  by  one  o'clock  to-morroyv  how  ne  can  assist  you,  as  his  vessel,  the  Pow- 
hatan, will  sail  about  three  p.  m. 
I  beg  to  assure,  &c., 

A.  P.  HOVEY. 
His  Excellency  Seilor  Dr.  Don  J.  A.  Barrenechea, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr,  Hoveg  to  Bear-Admiral  Turner, 

Legation  or  the  United  States. 
My  Dear  Admiral  :  Do  not  fail  to  do  all  you  can  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those 
who  have  borne  the  terrible  calamity  of  the  late  earthquake  in  Peru.  I  not  only 
request  but  beg  you  to  leave  no  effort  undone  that  may  aid  them  in  the  hour  of  their 
dii«st  calamity.  If  necessary,  make  your  vessels  like  merchantmen,  to  take  food  and 
provisions  to  those  who  may  now  be  suffering.  TeU  me  how  many  medical  men  and 
assistants  may  be  able  to  &id  passage  in  the  Powhatan  to-morrow.  I  know  your 
l^erous  nature,  and  I  am  sure  our  government  will  fully  sanction  aU  that  you  can  do 
m  the  great  cause  of  humanity. 

I  am,  my  dear  admiral,  yours  very  truly, 

A.  P.  HOVEY. 
Bear- Admiral  T.  Turner, 

Conunanding  South  Pacific  Squadron,  Present. 
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Bear-Admiral  Turner  to  Mr,  Harey. 

Lima,  ^M^tMt  20, 1888. 
My  Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  letter.    I  deeply  empathize,  like  yourself, 
with  the  eufferere  of  this  world-wide  cidamity.    I  do  not  ask  if  they  are  Perevians  or 
Americans ;  they  are  fellow-bein^. 

Send  whom  you  wish  to  my  ship,  or  at  least  to  the  flag-ship ;  Captain  McDougal  is 
her  captain.    We  will  try  and  take  care  of  them  to  Arica. 
Truly  yours, 

T.  TUHNER, 
Bear-AdfiHraly  CT.  S.  S. 
M^or  General  A.  P.  Hovey. 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  145.]  Legation  of  the  United  Staes, 

Limaj  Feru^  August  28, 1868. 
Sir  :  The  details  received  respecting  the  terrible  earthquake  in  Peru, 
concerning  which  I  informed  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  144,  have  convinced 
me  that  the  first  estimate  made  of  the  loss  of  life  and  property  was 
greatly  under  the  truth.  From  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  I  believe 
that  fully  two  thousand  persons  have  perished,  and  upwards  of  three 
hundred  million  dollars'  worth  of  property  destroyed  from  the  efi*ect8  of 
the  shock. 

Government  and  private  corpdrations  and  individuals  are  still  actively 
engaged  in  forwarding  all  kinds  of  supplies  for  the  suflferers,  and  large 
subscriptions  on  their  behalf  are  being  raised  in  Lima. 

The  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge  hearing,  in  Coquimbo,  Chili, 
of  the  disaster,  immediately  proceeded  with  provisions  to  Arica,  and 
was  the  bearer  of  the  first  assistance  received  by  the  starving  people. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  92.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  7, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  14tli 
of  August,  No.  142,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  yourself  and  the  minister  of  foreign  afiiairs,  in 
which  correspondence  you  have  formally  recognized  the  government 
over  which  Colonel  Balta  presides  in  conformity  with  the  constitnti<m 
of  the  Peruvian  republic.  My  No.  87,  which  you  must  have  already 
received,  will  have  prepared  you  for  an  approval  of  the  proceeding  related 
in  your  dispatch. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  peace  is  now  prevailing  in  Peru,  and  that  the 
new  administration  seems  to  be  well  established.    I  sincerly  trust  that 
that  interesting  and  friendly  republic  may  continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  internal  tranquility  and  wise  administration. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHiLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  ifec,  cfec.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  146.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Feruj  September  14, 1868. 

SiB :  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy  and  translation  of  the  note 
of  his  exceUency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  acquainting  me  with 
the  feelings  of  gratitude  entertained  by  his  government  towards  Rear- 
Admiral  Turner  and  myself,  in  regard  to  the  steps  taken  towards  alle- 
viating the  disasters  caused  by  the  recent  earthquake,  and  also  my  reply 
to  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washin^on,  B.  C. 


Senor  Barrenechea  to  Mr.  Hovey, 
[Translation.] 

Lima,  August  21, 1868. 

I  ha<l  the  honor  of  opportunely  receiving  your  excellency's  estimable  notes  of  yesterday 
informing  me  that  Rear- Admiral  Turner,  commanding  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  South  Pacific,  proposed  sailing  to  Arica  immediately,  with  the  view  of 
Alleviating,  as  far  as  possible,  the  disaster  caused  by  the  earthquake,  and  asking  that 
the  government  should  denote  the  articles  it  might  desire  to  send  to  Arica  by  the  Pow- 
hatan. Your  exceUency's  conduct,  and  that  of  the  estimable  admiral,  is  that  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  representatives  of  the  American  Union,  who,  wherever  they  njay  be, 
arc  always  ready  to  aid  the  unfortunate,  and  who,  in  Peru,  have  given  always  con- 
Tincing  proofs  of  their  humane  and  generous  feelings  in  our  days  of  trial,  days  which 
try  true  friendship  and  true  friends. 

Your  exceUency  is  aware  that  my  government  hastened  to  accept  this  important 
offer,  and  sends  to-day,  on  board  the  Powhatan,  a  commission  of  surgeons  and  a  con- 
tingent of  money. 

His  exceUency  the  President  and  the  undersigned  went  on  board  the  Powhatan  to- 
day to  personally  thank  Admiral  Turner,  and  to  manifest  his  profound  gratitude  for 
•uch  an  op^wrtune  proposal,  and  I  now  fulfiU  the  pleasant  duty  of  assuring  your  excel- 
lency of  our  lasting  gratitude. 
I  beg  to  renew,  &c., 

J.  A.  barrenechea. 

His  ExceUency  General  A.  P.  Hovey, 
Entoif  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Barrenechea, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ztma,  August  22,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  exceUency's  very  courte- 
ous note  dated  to-day,  informing  me  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  government  of  Peru 
in  relation  to  the  offer  of  assistance  made  by  Rear- Admiral  Turner,  and  expressing  the 
sentiments  of  your  exceUency's  government,  in  regard  to  the  steps  taken  by  that  officer 
and  myself. 

Your  exceUency's  country  is  fiUed  with  sorrow  and  sadness,  caused  by  the  late  terri- 
ble earthquake. 

Permit  me  to  condole  with  your  exceUency  and  the  afflicted  people  of  Peru  in  the 
hoar  of  your  disaster! 

Seldom  has  the  world  seen  sorrows  like  yours.  Calabria,  Lisbon,  Callao,  New  Madrid, 
(Mo.,)  in  my  own  country,  have  in  times  gone  by  passed  through  trials  probably  as 
severe  as  this,  but  the  memory  of  those  past  sufferings  is  softened  by  the  great  lapse  of 
years;  stiU  here  we  realize  and  feel  again  aU  the  horror  of  the  dreadful  past. 
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May  God  in  his  mercy  "  temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,''  and  bring  your  country 
oat  of  the  terrible  ordeal  through  which  it  is  now  passing. 

I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  your  countrymen,  and  now 
can  only  add  that  I  deeply  regret  that  my  countrymen  could  not  have  done  more  than 
we  have  for  the  cause  of  humanity. 
I  beg  to  reassure,  dtc, 

ALVIN  P.  HOYEY. 
His  Excellency  J.  A.  Barrenechea, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  147.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

IAm€ij  PerUj  September  14, 1868. 

Sm:  In  my  dispatches  Nos.  144  and  145,  dated  the  22d  and  28th  of 
August,  respectively,  I  gave  you  a  slight  account  of  the  terrible  earUi- 
quake  which  on  the  13th  ultimo  laid  desolate  a  large  part  of  Peru,  and 
now,  again,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  large  and  the  most 
prolific  part  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador  is  in  ruins,  caused  by  a  similar 
shock  at  1:30  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  This  earth- 
quake seems  to  have  had  its  center  in  the  province  of  Imbabura,  near 
the  volcano  of  Ocampo,  about  sixty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Quito. 
Eight  towns,  with  the  adjoining  haciendas  and  populations,  are  said  to 
have  been  entirely  destroyed,  numbering  from  forty  to  fifty-four  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  The  cities  of  Otovalo  and  Cotacachi,  containing 
respectively  about  twelve  and  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  and  both  sit- 
uated on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Mojanda,  are  said  to  have  been  swal- 
lowed up  with  their  entire  populations,  and  their  sites  have  become  a  part 
of  the  lake.  The  city  of  Ibarra,  with  a  population  of  thirteen  thousand, 
is  totally  destroyed,  only  about  three  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  escap- 
ing, and  the  town  Atuntaqu^  leveled  with  the  earth,  burying  all  of  its 
inhabitants  in  its  ruins.  Nor  is  the  injury  confined  to  the  cities  and 
towns,  but  all  of  the  haciendas  of  the  province,  the  richest  in  Ecuador, 
growing  sugar  and  grain,  and  producing  large  numbers  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  have,  as  it  were^  been  swept  out  of  existence. 

Quito  did  not  suffer  m  the  same  ratio  in  the  loss  of  life,  but  its  walls 
and  houses  are  destroyed.  The  most  of  its  inhabitants,  including  the 
English  charge  d'affaires,  Mr.  Hamilton,  with  his  large  family,  were 
driven  to  the  open  plaza  or  square  in  the  center  of  the  city  5  and  he,  more 
fortunate  than  the  others,  is  now  enjoying  the  great  luxury  of  a  tent, 
while  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  are  without  shelter.  To  heighten 
the  gloom,  despondency,  and  misery  of  all,  the  terrific  thunder-storms  of 
the  tropics  seem  to  have  redoubled  their  forces,  and  have  literally 
deluged  the  whole  country. 

The  losses  in  Imbabura  will  cause  great  suffering  in  Quito,  as  nearly 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  for  that  city  were  drawn  from  t^at  province. 
The  diflSculty  of  conveying  food  from  Guayaquil  will  be  very  great,  as 
the  journey  requires  twelve  days'  severe  travel,  with  mules,  carrying 
small  burdens,  over  rugged  and  precipitous  mountains,  d^p  gorges, 
and  narrow  passes.  If  relief  in  some  form  is  not  speedily  given,  many 
of  the  sufferers  will  be  compelled  to  reach  the  searshore  or  perish. 
Extracts  from  private  letters  and  public  documents  published  in  the 
Lima  journals  (see  inclosures  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3)  show  the  destruction  and 
destitution  to  which  I  have  referred.  Indeed,  these  shocks  have  almost 
ruined  the  republic  of  Ecuador.    The  mentioned  representations  have 
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been  fully  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  bis  excellency  Don  Antonio 
Flores,  plenipotentiary  of  Ecuador  in  Peru.  In  Peru,  also,  as  I  have 
heretofore  informed  you,  proud  and  rebellious  Arequipa  is  levelled  with 
the  dust ;  Arica  swept  from  the  seashore,  with  but  one  solitary  house 
remaining;  while  the  district  and  city  of  Moquegua,  with  its  rich  \dl- 
lages,  vineyards,  and  haciendas^  are  but  the  wrecks  of  things  that  were. 
Had  the  earthquake  in  Peru  taken  place  at  night-time,  as  it  did  in 
Ecuador,  the  loss  of  life  would  have  exceeded  one  hundred  thousand 
souls.  As  it  was,  that  loss  in  Peru  is  less,  but  the  loss  of  property  far 
greater. 

Want,  hunger,  and  famine,  in  these  now  unhappy  countries,  are  strid- 
ing through  all  classes  in  the  midst  of  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  general 
paralyzation  of  thought  and  action  seems  to  pervade  the  land.  This  is, 
no  djubt,  caused  by  the  continuous  shocks  since,  and  the  great  fear  of 
other  calamities;  and,  to  add  to  the  consternation  of  the  weak,  fearful, 
and  helpless,  robbers,  in  some  localities,  are  said  to  be  sacking  and  pil- 
laging everything  within  their  reach. 

I  take  great  pride  in  informing  you  that  Kear-Admiral  Thomas 
Tomer,  Captain  McDougal,  Commanders  James  H.  Gillis,  James  S. 
Thornton,  Austin  Pendergrast,  and  the  other  officers  and  crews  of  their 
command  in  our  navy,  near  the  scenes  of  danger,  have  done  all  that 
noble-hearted,  brave  sailors  could  do  to  alleviate  the  sufterings  of  all 
within  their  reach. 

The  generosity  of  our  country,  in  days  gone  by,  has  left  a  record  that 
will  never  be  forgotten — Greece,  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Ireland,  with 
no  greater,  if  not  far  less  claims  for  aid  or  charity,  have  found  that  iu 
the  United  States  there  were  feeling  hearts  and  open  hands  for  those 
who  deeply  suffer.  Will  not  our  generous-hearted  countrymen  add  Peru 
and  Ecuador  to  their  noble  list! 

Our  government,  I  know,  can  do  no  more  than  has  been  done  by  our 
navy,  but  1  most  earnestly  urge  and  entreat  that  you  appeal  to  the  good 
men  of  our  country  to  aid  by  charity  the  suflfering  people  of  Peru  and 
Ecuador.  Let  those  who  gave  bread  to  starving  Ireland  repeat  their 
generosity,  and  let  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic  now  join  and  vie  with 
each  other  in  showing,  by  their  works,  that  the  Christian's  creed  means 
good  will  and  charity  towards  their  fellow-men ;  and  let  all  others  who 
have  a  heart  that  can  feel  for  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow-beings  aid  by 
sending  a  mite  from  their  riches  to  the  hungry,  starving,  naked,  and  des- 
olate people  of  these  two  countries.  Money,  clothing,  food,  or  any  other 
necessaries  of  life,  would  be  "bread  cast  upon  the  waters;"  but  the  sup- 
plies, to  do  good,  must  come  quickly.  The  people  are  too  much  terror- 
stricKen  to  act  with  vigor,  and  the  governments  of  Peru  and  Ecuador  can- 
not now  give  the  aid  the  necessities  of  the  people  imperatively  demand. 
I  l^ve  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIK  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr,  Ponce  to  Mr,  Florea, 

[TnwalAUon.] 

Qurro,  Auguat  19, 1868. 
With  profound  grief  I  communicate  to  your  excellency  that  on  the  16th  instant^  at 
L15  a.  m.,  a  violent  earthquake  destroyed  almost  aU  of  the  churches  and  public  build- 
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ings  of  Quito,  the  greatest  part  of  the  private  houses  is  considerably  damaged,  and  the 
losses  suffered  through  this  catastrophe  are  inestimablet  and  thirty  years*  labor  will  not 
repair  them.    Only  eleven  people  were  killed  in  the  capital. 

The  city  of  Ibarra  has  been  completely  destroyed,  only  the  sixth  part  of  its  popula- 
tion escaping.  All  the  other  towns  of  the  province  (Imbabura)  shared  the  same  8ad 
fate,  especially  Otavalo,  where  not  a  living  human  being  remains. 

The  earthquakes  still  continue,  and  consternation  and  despair  increase  every  moment 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  escaped  this  tremendous  catastrophe. 
God  preserve  your  excellency. 

C.  PONCE, 

Secretartf  of  Siiek. 
His  Excellency  Don  Antonio  Flores, 

PlenipotenHarn  of  Ecuador  at  Lima, 


[Translation  from  the  Nacional,  of  Lima,  September  3, 1868.] 

Quito,  Augwt  19, 1888. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  16th  instant,  a  terrible  earthquake  visited  this 
city  and  the  towns  a(\jacent  to  it.  The  churches  of  San  Francisco,  the  Compauy,  Car- 
men, Saint  Clara,  the  Cathedral,  Saint  Augustine,  and  various  others  have  been  almogt 
entirely  destroyed.  The  palace  of  the  archbishop  and  the  government  house  are  iko 
in  ruins,  and  throughout  the  whole  city  there  is  scarcely  an  edifice  which  has  not  been 
severely  injured.  The  shock  evidently  proceeded  from  an  eruption  of  the  volc4uio«  of 
Imbabura  or  Cotacachi.  All  the  persons  having  the  means  have  emigrated  to  the 
country,  and  those  remaining  here  sleep  in  the  public  plazas  for  security.  The  aspect 
of  the  city  is  very  sad,  only  in  the  squares  are  people  to  be  seen,  or  when  some  piwes- 
siou  begging  the  intercession  of  Heaven  sallies  forth.  As  well  as  we  can  discover,  only 
nineteen  lives  were  lost  during  the  catastrophe;  but- if  the  continual  shodcs  we  experi- 
ence still*  augment  in  force,  we  shall  have  to  lament  greater  calamities.  This  citr, 
however,  has  not  felt  the  shock  as  greatly  as  the  surrounding  towns.  The  city  of 
Ibarra  has  been  totally  destroyed,  not  one  house  remaining  standing,  and  the  town  of 
Otavalo  is  levelled  to  the  ground.  More  than  thirty  thousand  persons  have  perisbed, 
and  the  destitution  and  distress  of  the  survivors  cannot  be  overestimated. 

By  the  next  mail  I  will  be  able  to  enter  into  further  details,  as  at  present  the  partio- 
ulars  of  the  disaster  have  not  been  fully  received. 


[Translation.] 
Extract  from  an  editorial  of  (h^  newspaper  Comercio  of  Lima,  dated  September  6, 1968. 

The  note  addressed  to  the  chief  of  the  commission  of  assistance  by  the  North  AIne^ 
ican  admiral,  Mr.  Turner,  not  only  calls  for  national  gratitude  on  the  part  of  Peru,  hot 
shows  the  nobility  and  virtue  of  the  writer,  so  much  the  more,  if  we  consider  that  the 
sentiments  expressed  were  followed  by  actions  whose  value,  under  the  jieculiar  circnm- 
stances,  is  inestimable. 

In  spite  of  the  total  loss  of  the  Fredonia  and  Wateree,  and  the  tenible  calamities 
through  which  the  officers  and  'crews  of  these  vessels  passed,  the  noble  activity  an<l 
great*  eartedness  of  these  valiant  sailors  were  immeiliately  displayed  in  showering  ben- 
efits, in  the  shape  of  food,  clothes,  and  medical  services,  upon  our  desolate  and  mined 
countrymen.  In  addition  to  this  assistance  rendered  by  the  shipwrecked  crew»,  »• 
sooner  was  the  intelligence  of  the  disaster  known  in  Lima|  when  the  American  minister 
residing  here,  in  conjunction  with  Admiral  Turner,  placed  the  ships  of  the  United  Statet 
squadron  in  Callao  at  the  disposition  of  our  government,  so  that,  as  merchant  ve«8elft, 
they  might  carry  all  necessary  succor  to  the  starving  people  of  the  south.  The  gor- 
ernment  eagerly  accepted  this  generous  offer,  and  by  means  of  it  was  greatly  assisted 
in  extricating  itself  from  the  terrible  embarrassment  always  attendant  on  such  disin- 
ters. We  fullill  a  most  greatful  duty  in  chronicling  these  acts,  and  in  doing  honor  to 
the  feelings  and  the  humane  and  philanthropic  proceedings  of  the  American  sailoTB, 
acts  which  enslave  the  gratitude  of  a  nation,  and  which  will  cement  more  strongly  our 
happy  relations  with  the  magnanimous  people  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  148.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Liinaj  Peru^  September  14, 18G8. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  solicited  and  obtained  an 
interview  with  his  excellency  the  President  of  Peru,  on  the  7th  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  him  with  the  contents  of  your  circular, 
dated  the  27th  of  March  last,  instructing  me  to  propose,  in  the  proper 
quarter,  that  this  government  should  consent  to  a  formal  armistice ;  and, 
following  this,  to  suggest  the  idea  of  a  congress  of  plenipotentiaries,  from 
Spain  and  these  allied  republics,  to  be  held  at  Washington,  to  arrange  a 
definitive  peace. 

The  President  accepted,  on  the  part  of  Peru,  the  propositions  contained 
in  your  dispatch,  saying  that  war  was  no  longer  desired  by  his  country 
since  the  victory  obtained  over  the  Spaniards  on  the  2d  of  May,  1860, 
had  avenged  the  wrongs  suffered  by  Peru ;  that  an  indefinite  truce  would 
be  mere  weakness,  but  that  your  propositions  would  lead  to  peace,  now 
greatly  coveted  by  this  republic.  He  added  many  expressions  of  his 
gratitude  in  regard  to  the  generous  interest  always  manifested  by  the 
United  States  for  Peru. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who  was  present  at  the  interview, 
informed  me  that,  by  order  of  the  President,  he  was  already  holding  con- 
ferences with  the  representatives  of  Chili,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador,  resident 
in  Lima,  for  the  purpose  of  jointly  accepting  the  propositions  contained 
in  your  circular,  and  that  he  would  si>eedily  acquaint  me,  in  writing,  of 
the  result  of  the  deliberations. 

I  may  mention  that  Ecuador  has  a  plenii)otentiary  here  now,  with 
special  instructions  to  bring  about  peace  on  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtotij  B.  C. 


Mr.  Eovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  150.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  FerUj  September  30, 1868. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  (inclosure  No.  1)  a#copy 
and  translation  of  an  opinion  given  by  the  honorable  M.  T.  Wreta,  fiscal 
of  the  illustrious  supreme  court  of  Peru. 

The  duties  of  this  office  are  similar  to,  but  of  more  extensive  jurisdic- 
tion than,  those  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
opinions  and  conclusions  have  like  weight  and  authority.  As  many 
c^ms  for  aggravated  injuries  have  been  filed  in  this  legation,  (  a  part 
of  which,  with  the  proofs  complete,  have  been  forwarded  to  you  hereto- 
fore for  the  action  of  the  government,)  and  as  the  honorable  fiscal  has 
cited  American  authorities  in  the  refusal  of  a  French  claim,  of  the  same 
clasa  as  those  I  have  referred  to,  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty,  and 
proper,  under  the  circumstances,  to  protest,  in  the  form  of  a  "  deduction,'^ 
against  his  very  unjust  and  illegal  conclusions,  ^inclosure  No.  2.) 

Without  prompt  action  in  this  regard,  I  was  fearful  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru  might  take  some  decisive  action  that  might  ret^  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


878  DIPLOMATIC    C0RBESP0N1>BKCE. 

payment  of  the  claims  of  our  countrymen.  You  will  perceire  that,  in 
confonnity  with  your  dispatch  No.  77,  dated  21st  February,  18C8, 1  have 
made  no  diplomatic  claims,  but  simply  prepared  the  way  for  them  in 
future,  should  the  government  of  Peru  fail  to  do  justice  without  that 
uflpleasant  recourse. 

While  Americans  stand  foremost,  at  the  present,  with  the  Peruvian 
government,  I  regret  to  state  that  a  large  class  of  those  who  may  be 
styled  the  "  best  society"  in  Peru  entertain  strong  antipathies  towards 
all  foreigners. 

The  latemagnanimousdecree  of  President  Melgarejo,  of  Bolivia,  making 
all  Americans,  north  and  south,  citizens  of  that  republic,  with  full  rights, 
on  the  simple  registration  of  their  intentions,  can  find  no  I'esponse  in  Pern. 
I  trust  that  I  have  taken  no  position  which  will  not  meet  with  the  entire 
approval  of  our  government. 

The  sworn  stiitements  of  the  injured,  with  their  proof,  and  the  report 
of  Grand  Marshal  La  Fuente,  late  minister  of  the  interior,  clearly  show 
that  the  remedy  should  come  quickly  from  some  source ;  and  if  the  claims 
of  our  countrymen  are  not  firmly  and  immediately  suppoited  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  1  am  fearful  it  never  \^ill  come. 

I  am  positively  informed  that  the  English,  French,  and  Prussian 
charges  d'affaires  have  also  sent  protests  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  against  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Wreta,  to  which  I  have  referred,  the 
subjects  of  each  having  suffered  in  the  late  outbreak. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


[TTmnftUtioii.1 

Lima,  Augwt  27, 186SL 

Most  Excfxlent  Sir  :  The  fiscal  gives  his  opinion  that  **  as  Bernard  Pricnr  has 
asked  from  your  excellency  the  payment  of  $4,979,  the  value  of  goods  robbed  fixnn  his 
armory,  situated  in  Baqu^ano  street.  No.  266,  and  gives  as  reasons  that  on  the  6th  of 
January  last,  during  the  mutiny  of  the  people  of  this  capital,  his  establishment  wu 
broken  into,  and  he  was  left  in  utter  want  and  miserj^" — ^founding  upon  these  rea^ooi, 
he  considers  his  demand  to  be  strictly  Just,  and  applies  directly  to  your  exceUenry 
without  making  the  claim  in  a  diplomatic  channel  as  a  French  subject. 

Although  Prieur  does  not  explain  the  manner  in  which  the  robbery  was  committed, 
you  may  read  in  the  letter  which  he  presents  as  proof,  and  which  is  written  by  the 
owner  of  the  house  in  which  his  store  is  situated,  Don  Francisco  ForceUedo,  as  follow*: 
"  On  the  6th  of  Januarj'  I  was  standing  in  the  door  of  the  house  in  which  I  reside,  *t 
the  moment  when  the  revolutionary  movement  took  plac«,  and  I  saw  a  disorderly  troof 
of  men  of  the  lower  classes  breaking  open  the  door  of  the  store  in  which  yoa  lure 
your  armory,  and  who,  after  having  penetrated  therein,  appropriated  aU  the  ariM 
they  could  fand." 

Society  and  the  government  always  deplore  the  misfortunes  that  happen  to  Dattrer 
and  foreigners,  and  they  protect  equally  the  one  and  the  other,  in  so  much  as  may  b« 
within  their  power  and  the  laws  may  permit,  and  condemn  all  violation  of  individoal 
guarantees.  An  a1>stract  examination  of  the  events  of  the  6th  of  January,  so  iar  as 
regards  political  views,  which  lead  to  nothing  in  the  present  case,  shows,  that  if  at  two 
o'clock  oil  that  day  a  mutiny  amou^  the  soldiers  of  the  barracks  of  San  Angnstintook 
place,  followed  by  a  popular  rising  m  the  streets,  and  that  extended  through  tbevtrpets 
of  Baqiinano  as  lar  as  the  Callao  railway  station,  the  action  of  the  authorities  was  so 
rapid  and  etlective  that  in  less  than  three  hours  the  mob  was  dispersed,  and  the  di«- 
tncts  in  which  those  occurrences  took  place  were  completely  quiet«d.  But  dannr 
those  few  moments  of  strife  many  lives  were  sacrificed  and,  some  crimefi  committMf 
which  it  was  unable  to  foresee  and  impossible  to  prevent.  Unfortunately,  the  eitoation 
of  the  armory  of  Prieur  in  one  of  the  streets  in  which  the  riot  took  place  served  to 
excite  the  desire  of  the  mob  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  procure  arm* 
with  which  to  resist  the  police,  without  there  being  a  suspicion  that  there  was  a  pro- 
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ject  to  injure  any  particular  person ,  much  less  causing  such  damage  to  a  foreigner  in 
distinction  to  a  native  citizen. 

In  whatever  manner  the  subtraction  of  the  arms  that  belonged  to  Prieur  was  execu- 
ted, it  was  always  the  crime  of  robbery  committed  by  a  crowd,  accompanied  by  vio- 
lence and  house-breaking,  which  is  provided  for  in  Ist  titulo^  section  12,  of  the  Penal 
Code.  The  corporal  punishments  laid  down  for  those  guilty  of  these  crimes  are  to 'be 
applied,  together  with  the  restitution  of  the  thing  robbed,  (article  371,)  because  such 
persons  are  both  criminally  and  civilly  responsible  for  their  acts ;  and  the  civil  respon- 
sibility comprehends,  besides  the  restitution  of  the  thing  stolen,  reparation  for  the 
injuries  and  mdemnification  for  the  losses,  and  i^  binding  u^>on  all  of  the  delinquents,  and 
falLs  upon  their  heirs  in  preference  to  all  and  every  obligation  posterior  to  the  particular 
crime.  (Articles  87,  9-2,  adufoUowing.  Penal  Code.)  But  it,  in  conformity  with  the 
general  ruling  of  section  1,  lib.  1,  del.  C.  de  E.  P.,  only  those  tribunals  and  judges 
established  by  the  laws  have  the  power  to  give  a  verdict  as  to  such  criminal  and  civil 
responsibilitv,  for  the  reason  that  the  administration  of  justice  belongs  exclusively  to 
them.  By  the  especial  decision  contained  in  the  second  part  of  the  92d  article  of  the 
C.  P.,  the  judge  and  no  other  authority  is  competent  to  assign  the  proportionate 
amount  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  each  criminal  for  his  civil  responsibility,  (without 
lesHening  his  obligation  as  to  bein^  jointly  responsible.) 

Regulated  by  these  decisions,  Pneur  ought  to  take  advantage  of  his  right,  and  not 
apply  to  your  excellency,  asking  fiscal  indemnification.  If  it  is  the  law  of  nations  that 
the  utmost  protection  oVed  to  foreigners  is  to  concede  to  them  that  which  is  conceded 
to  natives,  and  administer  to  them  strict  justice  as  quickly  and  as  impartially  as  to 
tbeee,  it  is  also  that  they  ought  not  to  complain,  but  be  contented  with  being  treated 
equally  well  with  the  natives;  that  they  cannot  pretend  to  any  prerogatives  in  the 
procecKdin^  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  obev  the  law  in  so  much  as  they  are  protected 
by  it.  Pneur,  besides  being  a  Frenchman,  ii  he  is  protected  in  his  person,  property, 
rights,  and  actions,  is  not  so  protected  in  a  distinct  and  privileged  manner,  but  in  the 
same  as  Peruvians  themselves ;  and  being,  in  the  particular  point,  in  the  same  condition 
as  they  according  to  article  3  of  the  treaty  of  December  10,  \S6l. 

Although  Prieur,  to  have  recourse  to  your  excellency,  hais  viewed  the  robbery  of  his 
store  in  the  light  of  an  injury  more  or  less  proceeding  from  civil  war,  and  committed 
by  a  multitude  of  people  or  a  mob,  the  fiscal  responsibility  is  in  no  respect  compro- 
mised. In  the  republic,  for  natives  and  foreigners,  the  principle  reigns,  and  has  been 
solemnly  promulgated,  that  the  state  is  in  no  manner  responsible  for  the  payment  of 
losses  and  damages  occasioned  by  civil  wars.  They  are  accident^*,  misfortunes,  public 
calamities  for  the  persons  upon  whom  they  fall.  So  it  was  declared  by  the  council  of 
state  in  the  vote  with  which  the  government  agreed  on  the  11th  September,  1834, 
and  so  it  was  declared  in  the  supreme  decree  of  the  9th  of  February,  1859. 

The  fiscal  responsibility  is  founded  u])on  another  principle  of  universal  justice,  to 
wit:  A  government  cannot  be  responsible  when  the  acts  that  cause  the  injury  are 
entirely  independent  of  its  will,  and,  when  far  from  tolerating  them,  it  tries  to  restrain 
them.  And  thisprinciple,  in  these  same  words,  was  recognized  and  set  down  in  the 
treaty  between  France  and  Venezuela  in  1843. 

In  conformitjr  with  this  principle,  the  minister  of  state,  Mr.  Rouher,  denying  before 
the  French  legislative  body  the  charges  made  against  him  in  the  Session  of  the  22d 
June,  1866,  by  Mr.  Jules  Favre,  because  he  had  not  exacted  efiectively  from  the  Rus- 
sian government  indemnification  for  the  damages  caused  by  a  police  agent  to  a  dress- 
maker, Madame  Masset,  said :  "  In  this  little  aflfair  is  involve<l  a  j^at  international 
question ;  it  is  a  fundamental  rule  in  every  country  that  the  foreigner  can  have  no 
more  privilege  than  the  native.  I  have  never  heard  that  the  pecuniary  resjionsibility 
of  the  government  may  be  compromised  by  the  crimes  of  its  agents.  Such  responsibil- 
ity has  never  been  pro<;laimed  in  any  place.  In  England,  the  minister,  Lord  Pdlmers- 
ton  said,  in  the  se^on  of  Parliament  of  17th  June,  1850 : 

**The  honorable  speaker  (Lord  Stanley)  supposes  that  the  government  of  the  Queen 
has  established  as  a  principle  to  demand  indemnity  for  every  loss  or  dama|;e  suffered  by 
English  subjects  in  Greece  or  other  countries,  that  result  from  tumults,  not,  or  similar 
cauHCS.  No,  it  is  not  possible  to  sustain  that  foreigners  have  the  right,  in  every  case,  to 
expect  indemnity  from  the  government  of  the  country  in  which  they  have  suffered 
losses  or  iiyuries." 

In  the  session  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  13th  of  June,  1865,  the  saine  Lord 
Palraerston  answered  to  another  charge  concerning  indemnifications.  "  That  really 
the  En^^lish  subject,  Mr.  Taylor,  had  suffered  consirlerable  losses  in  consequence  of  the 
onq^uahfied  acts  of  the  liberators  of  Sicily;  but  that  the  chief  of  the  ministry  thought, 
witn  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown,  that  the  Italian  government  was  not  responsible  for 
such  outrages." 

The  cabinet  of  St  Petersburg,  adhering  completely  to  the  principles  avowed  by  that 
of  Vienna,  sustaining  the  refusal  of  the  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  indemnify  the  losses  suf- 
fered by  the  English  during  the  pacification  of  Lioma,  said,  in  the  dispatch  of  the  2d 
of  May,  1850,  for  the  information  of  the  English  cabinet,  **  when  an  individual  estab- 
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llshes  himself  in  another  than  his  native  country,  he  accepts  the  possibility  of  all  thoae 
dangers  to  which  that  country  may  be  exposed.  Should  it  be  admitted  as  a  precedent, 
that  which  England  desires  to  establish  with  resi)ect  to  Naples  and  Tuscany,  it  would 
result  that  British  subjects  in  foreign  countries  would  occupy  exceptional  positionft, 
with  very  superior  advantages  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  aU  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  situation  of  the  government  receiving  them  would  be  intolerable.  The 
Emperor  would  see  the  necessity  of  examining  and  defining,  in  a  very  precise  manner, 
the  conditions  under  which  he  would  concede  to  a  British  subject  the  privilege  of  resi- 
dence and  property-holding. 

''  Th#  cause  of  Naples  and  Tuscany  is  that  of  all  weak  states,  whose  existence  is  (mly 
guaranteed  through  the  maintenance  of  the  tutelary  principles  which  we  have  just 
cited." 

The  cabinet  of  Washington,  refusing  the  indemnities  asked  by  those  Spanish  sub- 
jects whose  houses  were  sacked  by  an  unbridled  mob  on  the  24th  of  August,  1851,  said, 
in  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  November,  "  in  every  countryj  at  times,  mobs  of  the  lower 
classes  get  together,  and  everywhere  at  times  popular  violence  breaks  forth,  and  out- 

S rages  the  laws  and  tramples  upon  the  rights  of  citizens  and  foreigners.    In  such  cases, 
ublic- faith  and  national  honor  exact  that  not  only  those  outrages  should  be  con- 
emned,  but  also  that  the  authors  or  perpetrators  should  be  puni^ed,  whenever  it  is 
possible  to  bring  them  to  justice. 

**The  Spanish  subjects  who  have  come  to  this  country  to  mingle  with  our  citizens, 
have  a  right  to  the  protection  due  to  Americans.  It  may  well  be  that  the  losses  of  the 
Spaniards  are  greatly  to  be  regretted,  but  withal  it  is  well  known  that  many  American 
citizens  have  suffered  equal  losses  from  the  same  cause,  »  •  •  •  and  the  sub- 
jects of  her  Catholic  Majesty  have  no  motive  for  complaint,  if  they  are  protected  by 
the  same  laws  and  tribunals  as  the  native  citizens.'' 

Many  native  citizens  and  foreigners  have  suffered  immense  losses  in  the  United  States, 
occasioned  by  the  last  civil  war,  and  nevertheless  the  principle  of  fiscal  non-responsi- 
bility has  not  been  broken.  Neither  has  it  been  less  loyally  respected  there  when  it 
was  favorable  to  other  governments  and  not  to  American  citizens.  So  it  may  be  »e«i 
from  the  Attorney  General  holding  that  the  United  States  should  not  exact  indemnifi- 
cation from  Spain  or  Chili  for  damages  caused  by  the  bombardment  of  Valparaiso,  said: 
"  The  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  the  principle  that  those  foreigners  domiciled 
in  belligerent  countries  ought  to  suffer  the  same  as  native  citis^ens  all  the  eventualities 
of  the  war  has  ever  been  seriously  controverted  oa  denied  in  practice." 

Sustained  by  these  reasons  of  universal  justice  and  the  common  convenience  of  aU 
states,  this  department  has  opposed  every  claim  for  illegal  indemnity  that  has  come  to 
its  knowledge.  On  account  of  all  expressed  in  the  foregoing,  that  which  corresi>ond« 
to  the  present  case  is  to  declare  that  the  nation  is  not  responsible  for  the  payment  «di- 
cited  by  Prieur,  leaving  intact  his  rig:ht  to  bring  a  demand  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
laws  against  whomsoever  he  may  tmnk  proper,  and  that  a  cause  shall  be  instituted  for 
the  robbery  of  the  store  and  armory,  so  that  the  culpable  parties  may  effectually  soSer 
the  responsibility,  both  civil  and  criminal,  in  all  the  seventy  prescribed  by  the  law. 

L'RETA 

The  President. 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Barrenechea, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

lAma,  Peruy  September  30, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  in  the  newspaper  Comercio  of  the  14th  instaot, 
No.  9888,  the  official  opinion  of  the  honorable  fiscal  of  the  supreme  court  of  Peru,  Doe- 
tor  Wreta,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  Bernard  Prieur,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  herewith  inclose. 

As  the  claim  referred  to  was  made  by  a  subject  of  France^  I  should  not,  at  this  tiiii«, 
have  addressed  your  excellency  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  this  legation,  against  the  republic  of  Peru ;  but  the  statements  and  fiibe 
logic  contained  in  the  honorable  fiscal's  report,  coming,  as  they  have,  from  such  high 
authority,  alarm  me  for  the  rights  of  my  countrymen,  for,  if  adopted  in  their  broad 
extent  by  your  excellency's  government,  I  am  fearful  that  the  worst  of  consequences 
may  ensue  to  those  whose  claims  are  now  in  my  hands. 

I  therefore,  without  waiting  the  action  of  my  government,  have  the  honor  to  make, 
informally,  the  following  protest,  or  deductions  to  protect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  rights 
of  all  concerned. 

The  ability  of  the  honorable  fiscal  is  of  the  highest  possible  cast.  He  Mems  to  be 
able  to  find  a  technical  excuse  for  almost  any  supposable  case,  but  can  it  be  possible 
that  any  man  or  government  can  justify  the  conduct  of  those  who  perpetrated  the  oat- 
rages  committed  in  Chiclayo  and  Lambayeque,  described  by  Grand  Marshal  La  Fuente 
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in  tlie  following  manner:  '^  A  very  lamentable  event,  and  one  fraught  with  the  nioBt 
unhappy  circumstances  for  agricultural  iuterestfi  has  occurred  at  Lambayeque,  and 
thrown  a  gloom  over  the  epoch  through  which  wo  have  passed. 

"  Between  the  proprietors  of  the  estate  of  ViDaand  the  neighboring  population  quar- 
rels have  been  constantly  taking  place  for  some  time  past.       » 

"  These  quarrels  were  brought  to  a  climax  by  the  triumph  gained  in  Chiclayo  by  the 
revolutionary  party,  and,  for  the  moment,  there  was  no  authority  at  Lambayeque  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  cause  private  rights  to  be  respected.  The  government  immedi- 
ately tooK  measures  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  these  occurrences,  and  Colonel  Bait  a  was 
Beut  to  cabu  the  excitement  of  the  people  in  that  section ;  this  he  did  by  meaiA  of  his 
great  influence,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  maintain  in  Lambaveque  a  force  sufiicient 
to  guarantee  those  private  rights  which  were  so  cruelly  trampled  upon." — (Rei)ort  of 
Graud  Marshal  La  Fuenta,  minister  of  the  interior,  to  the  Congress  of  1B68.) 

The  ingenuity  of  the  honorable  fiscal  may  be  commended,  but  his  conclusions  will 
find  no  home  in  ethics,  logic,  sound  policy,  or  the  laws  of  nations.  Indeed,  in  substance 
he  ignores  and  denies  all  international  claims  made  by  domiciled  citizens. 

He  says :  "  The  cabinet  of  Wasliington  refused  to  indemnify  certam  iiguries  inflicted 
upon  Spanish  subjects  by  an  infuriated  mob,  in  New  Orleans,  in  1851." 

I  must  remark,  with  great  deference,  that  he  is  surely  mistaken.  Mr.  Webster,  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Anairs,  may  have  refused ;  but  President  Fillmore,  on  the  14tli  of 
June,  1852,  in  a  special  message  to  Congress,  acknowledged  these  claims,  and  recom- 
mended their  payment,  which  was  done  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  August 
31, 1852,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"It  is  hereby  appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  make  com- 
pensation to  the  Spanish  consul  and  other  subjects  of  Spaiu  residing  at  New  Orleans, 
and  other  subjects  of  Spain  at  Key  West,  for  losses  occasioned  by  violence  in  the  year 
1851,  arising  Irom  intelligence  recently  received  at  those  places  of  the  execution  of  cer- 
tain persons  at  Havana  who  had  recently  invaded  the  Island  of  Cuba,  |25,000." 

When  the  honorable  fiscal  calls  Mr.  Webster,  great  as  he  was,  "  the  cabinet  of  Washing- 
ton," I  have  clearly  shown  that  he  falls  into  an  error.  This  same  Daniel  Webster  claimed 
the  LfObos  Islands  for  the  United  States,  yet  both  the  President  and  Congress  renounced 
the  claim,  and  showed  again  the  grave  mistake  he  committed.  We  have  many  exam- 
ples, in  all  ages  and  countries,  that  great  men  frequently  commit  not  only  errors  but 
great  blunders. 

In  the  United  State,  which  is  not  a  centralized  government  like  that  of  Peru,  each 
town,  county,  or  State  is  liable  to  the  citizen  for  the  damages  caused  to  him  by  any  mob 
force.  Such  town,  county,  or  State  are  made  by  law  corporate  bodies,  and  can  be  sued 
in  tlie  courts  of  the  country,  and  compelled  to  do  justice.  Thus  the  city  of  Louisville 
paid  for  injuries  done  by  her  mobs  to  the  Catholics  in  1858,  the  city  of  Cincinnati  for 
damages  caused  by  her  negro  riots,  and  the  city  of  New  York  paid  millions  for  the 
injuries  proceeding  from  the  draft  riots  which  occurred  during  the  late  rebellion.  Ample 
and  complete  protection  to  life  and  property  is  the  absolute  right  of  the  citizen  in  every 
civilized  nation.  The  government  owes  him  this,  because  he,  as  a  resident,  pays  to  sup- 
I)ort  the  government.  With  us  the  doctrine  is  carried  stUl  further;  and  if  a  city,  town, 
or  county  suffer  bad  roads,  bad  bridges,  or  any  other  nuisance  to  exist,  and  a  x>erson  is 
injured  thereby,  he  can  bring  suit  and  recover  am]fle  damages  from  the  town,  city,  or 
Stato  wherein  he  has  been  ii^jured.  This  is  the  clear  and  undeniable  law  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  a  perversion  of  logic  to  deny  like  liabilities  here. 

Let  the  distinctions  I  make  be  properly  observed,  and  the  conclusions  I  have  dtawn 
must  inevitably  follow. 

The  honorable  fiscal  further  says:  "Many  native  citizens  and  foreigners  in  the 
United  States  of  America  suflered  immense  losses  occasioned  by  the  late  civil  war,  and. 
nevertheless,  the  principle  of  non-responsibility  fiscal  has  not  been  broken,  nor  less 
loyally  respected  when  it  was  favorable  to  other  governments,  and  not  to  the  American 
citizen." 

I  will  not  stop  to  answer  this  statement  in  detail,  but  I  can  assure  your  excellency 
that  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  to  native  and  foreign  citizens  in  the  United 
States  for  the  iivjuries  done  to  person  and  property  during  the  late  conflict.  The  only 
refusak  have  been  to  disloyal  men  and  to  rebellious  States.  The  riots  in  New  York  in  • 
1863  were  opposed  to  the  war,  and,  in  substance,  favorable  to  the  States  in  rebellion, 
yet  that  city  alone  paid  millions  of  dollars  for  private  injuries.  As  to  those  who  com- 
mitted treason  in  the  United  States,  the  argimient  of  the  honorable  fiscal  is  wholly 
foreign  to  the  subject.  The  Court  of  Claims  at  Washington  is  almost  daily  giving  judg- 
meikt  for  the  very  class  of  claims  of  which  the  honorable  fiscal  says  "  the  non-respon- 
sibility fiscal  has  not  been  broken." 

As  to  the  proof  of  these  statements  and  payments,  see  acts  of  Congress,  United  States 
Statutes  at  Large,  1864,  vol.  xiii,  pp.  148-381 ;  acts  1865  and  1866,  pp.  194-360-370 ;  acts 
ltj<57,  pn.  397^44.    (The  Annual  American  Encyclopedia  for  the  year  1863,  p.  816.) 

I  will  now  submit  a  few  of  the  other  facts  and  authorities  bearing  on  this  x>articu1ar 
ca»e,  as  adjudicated  by  the  United  States  and  other  powers  in  Europe  and  America. 

66  D  c — ^VOL.  n 
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From  the  argnment  of  his  excellency  Reverdy  Johnaon,  now  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  Uuitexl  States  in  England,  made  by  him  as  the  attorney  for  Peru  in  the  year  1828, 
I  take  the  following  extracts : 

"  You  ask  me  if  tlie  United  States  have  any  clainis  npon  the  government  of  Pern  for 
damages,  or  indemnity  of  any  kind,  fur  the  seizure  of  the  two  veBnels  Georgiana  and 
Lizzie  Thom])son. 

"  First,  upon  principle,  irrespective  of  Judicial  or  other  authority,  can  anch  a  claim 
be  maintained  t  I  am  perfectly  clear  that  it  cannot,  and  for  these,  to  me,  very  obvious 
and  controlling  reasons  :  Until  there  is  a  recognized  change  in  the  condition  of  a  gov- 
ernment, such  government  is  responsible  to  foreign  nations  for  all  wrongs  commit- 
ted within  its  limits  upon  the  persons  or  property'  of  their  citizens  or  snlneets.  1^ 
responsibllit}^  has  more  than  once  been  asserted  and  enforced  by  the  United  States. 

^'  It  is  no  answer  to  such  a  demand  that  the  defaulting  government  was  willing,  bat 
unable,  to  afford  the  necessary  protection.  The  duty  to  protect  implies  and  involves 
the  ability  to  protect.  It  is  the  fact,  the  failure  to  perform  the  duty,  not  the  cause  of 
the  failure,  that  imposes  the  responsibility.  Every  government  assumes  npon  itself  the 
obligation  to  secure  other  governments,  and  their  persons  and  property,  against  domestic 
wrongs,  and  is  therefore  responsible  for  all  the  consequences  of  such  wrongs.  If,  how- 
ever, there  exists  an  insurrection  or  rebellion,  so  marked  and  long-continued  as  to  proba- 
bly result  in  general  or  permanent  success,  it  is  for  other  nations,  upon  their  own 
responsibility,  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they  will  consider  the  rebellious  as  an 
actual  government,  deal  with  it  as  such,  and  hold  it  as  such  to  every  national  responsi- 
bility. Until  this  be  done  the  original  government  is  to  be  treated  as  the  only  govern- 
ment, its  *  foreign  relations'  are  to  be  considered  as  'undisturbed,'  and  its  'nsoal 
commercial  relations'  with  other  nations  continue  as  before. 

^^  These  principles  are  too  obvious  to  be  disputed,  and  they,  indeed,  being  admitted  hj 
Mr.  Secretary  Cass  in  his  letter  of  May  22,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  for  any  wrong  per- 
petrated on  an  American  citizen  or  his  property,  or  upon  the  honor  of  the  United  States 
by  the  insurrectionary  chief,  Vivaneo,  or  hf  his  orders^  ike  rigK^fkd  govemmemt  of  Pen 
would  have  been  liable  t  If  so,  must  it  not  be,  is  it  not  equally  apparent,  indeed  is  it  not 
a  consequence,  that  for  an  injury  or  wrong  done  to  Peru  by  the  United  Stat-es  or  by  her 
citizens  under  cover  and  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  same  insurrection,  the 
United  States  cannot  shelter  themselves  from  the  responsibility  of  the  same  insurrec- 
tion f" 

Mr.  John  Nelson,  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers  of  the  United  States,  and  employed  as 
attorney  in  this  case  with  Mr.  Johnson,  by  the  Peruvian  minister  at  Washington,  ex- 
presses his  entire  concurrence  with  the  above  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Black,  at  that  time  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  in  his  dicta- 
men  on  the  same  case,  fuUy  concurs  in  the  liability  of  the  government  oi  Pern  to  pay 
for  iixjuries  to  private  citizens. 

Thus  it  will  ue  seen  that  the  eminent  attorneys  on  both  sides  of  this  question  op«i]y 
and  clearly  admitted  the  obligation  of  a  government  to  pay  for  ii^uries  mflicted  on  the 
rights  of  K>reign  citizens. 

One  or  two  cases  may  more  fiilly  elucidate  this  point : 

In  the  case  of  the  United  Sta^s  against  Palmer,  (3  Wheston,  643,)  it  was  decided 
that  "  if  the  government  of  the  Union  remains  neutral,  but  recognizes  the  existence  of 
civil  war,  the  courts  of  the  Union  cannot  consider  as  criminal  those  acts  of  hostility 
which  war  authorizes,  and  which  the  new  government  may  direct  against  its  ^icany.^ 

Let  me  remark  that  my  government  did  not,  through  its  representative  here,  nor  by 
any  expression  of  its  officers,  acknowledge  the  existence  of  civil  war  in  this  oountiT 
during  the  time  of  the  unhappy  occurrences  to  which  I  have  alluded,  under  the  late 
revolution  of  General  Pedro  Diez  Canseco,  and  which  gave  rise  to  the  accompanyiof 
claims.  Hence  the  resident  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Peru  are  entitled  tore^ara 
this  question  as  though  no  civil  war  had  at  that  time  existed. 

Lord  Palmerston's  declaration  before  Parliament  fully  answers  the  honorable  fiscaTs 
argument  in  relation  to  the  recent  bombardment  of  Valparaiso.  The  noble  lord  say* : 
^'  It  is,  undoubtedly,  a  principle  of  international  law,  that  when  one  government  deems 
it  right  to  exercise  nostilities  against  the  territory  of  another  power,  the  sobjects  and 
citizens  of  third  powers,  who  may  hapx>en  to  be  resident  in  the  place  attacked,  havens 
claim  whatever  upon  the  government  which^  in  the  exercise  of  its  national  rights,  com- 
mits these  acts  of  hostility.  For  instance,  it  was  deemed  necessary  for  ns  to  destroy 
Seba6toiK)l.  There  may  have  been  in  that  town  many  Germans,  Italians,  PortogiHse, 
and  Americans,  but  none  of  these  parties  had  any  ground  upon  which  to  daim  from  the 
English  and  French  governments  compensation  for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
these  hostilities.  Those  who  go  and  settle  in  a  foreign  country  mnst  abide  the  ehaaccA 
that  may  befall  that  country,  and  if  they  have  any  claim,  it  must  be  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  in  which  they  reside^'  but  they  certainly  can  have  no  claim  whatetw 
upon  the  government  which  thinks  right  to  commit  acts  of  hotHHty  agtUmtt  tkat  #to4B. 
Therefore  we  were  advised,  and  I  think  rightly,  that  British  subjects  in  Greytown  had 
no  ground  upon  which  they  could  call  upon  the  government  of  this  country  to  demaad 
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from  the  goTemmeTit  of  the  United  States  compengation  for  injuries  which  they  received 
in  the  attack  npon  that  town." 

And  I  ask  if  the  honorable  fiscars  argninent  is  fair  op  proper  when  applied  to  a  oivil 
war  which  did  not  obtain  the  recognition  of  any  foreign  power  ? 

To  show  the  Importance  attached  by  the  United  States  to  claims  of  similar  oharac- 
ter,  and  to  the  delay  in  the  non-payment  of  the  same,  held  justly  by  her  citieens  against 
foreim  goTemmente,  I  cite  the  message  of  President  Polk,  dated  December  2,  l846,  in 
which  our  war  with  Mexico  is  predicated  on  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  that  eountry 
in  this  regard :  "  But  though  Mexico  cannot  complain  of  the  United  States  on  aceoont 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  serious  causes  of  misunderstand- 
ing between  the  two  governments  still  exist,  growing  out  of  unredressed  injuries  inflicted 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  and  people  on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  through  a  long  series  of  years.  Mexico  has  admitted  these  injories,  but 
has  neglected  and  refused  to  repair  thein." 

"  8ucn  was  the  character  of  the  wrongs,  and  such  the  insults  offered  to  American  citi- 
zens and  the  American  flag  by  Mexico,  in  palpable  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and 
the  treaty  between  the  two  countries  of  April  5, 1831,  that  they  have  been  repeatedly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress  by  my  predecessors.  As  early  as  the  8th  of  Feb- 
niary,  1837,  the  President  of  the  United  States  declared  in  a  message  to  Congress  that 
'  the  length  of  time  since  some  of  the  outrages  were  committed,  the  repeated  and 
unavailing  applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  upon  tbe  officers  and  flag  of  the  United  States, 
independent  of  the  recent  insults  to  this  government  by  the  lat^e  extraordinary  Mexi- 
can minister,  would  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.' 

''  He  did  not,  however,  recommend  an  immediate  resort  to  this  extreme  measure, 
which  he  declared  '  should  not  be  used  by  just  and  generous  nations  confiding  in  their 
strength  for  injuries  committ.ed,  if  it  can  be  avoided,'  but,  in  a  spirit  of  forbearance, 
prop<S9ed  that  another  demand  be  made  on  Mexico  for  that  redress  which  has  been  so 
long  and  so  unjustly  withheld.  In  these  views,  committees  of  the  two  houses  of  Con- 
gress, in  reports  made  to  their  respective  bodies,  concurred. 

"Since  these  proceedings  more  than  eight  years  have  elapsed,  during  which,  in 
addition  to  the  wrongs  then  complained  of,  others  of  an  aggravated  character  have 
l>een  committed  on  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens.  A  special  agent  was 
sent  to  Mexico  in  1838,  with  fiill  authority  to  make  a  full  and  final  demand  for  redress. 
The  demand  was  made ;  the  Mexican  government  promised  to  repair  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  complained,  and,  after  mucn  delay,  a  treaty  of  indemnity  was  celebrated 
between  the  two  countries.  #  •  •  «  The  claims  were  "not  paid  at  the 
dne  time,  and  Mexico  applied  for  further  indulgence,  which  was  granted  in  that  spirit 
of  lil>erality  and  forl>earance  which  has  always  characterized  the  conduct  of  this  coun- 
try towards  that  republic." 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  war. 

My  government  has  carried  the  principle  of  protection  so  far  that  both  houses  of 
Congress,  on  two  several  occasions,  passed  acta  to  indemnify  citizens  of  the  United 
States  injured  by  France,  partly  on  the  ground  that  our  own  government  had  not  used 
Hufficient  energy  and  diligence  in  the  prosecution  qf  those  claims  against  France,  and 
that  such  inactivity  was  a  stain  npon  the  justice  of  our  government. 

(See  French  spoliation  claims ;  messages  of  the  Presidents  and  discussions  in  the  Con- 
jrress  of  the  United  States  in  the  years  1846  and  1855 ;  convention  with  Great  Britain 
4th  of  July,  1831,  in  which  provisions  were  made  for  mutual  claims.  See  amounts  paid 
by  Brazil  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  treaty  with  Brazil  in  1849 ;  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  1826 ;  conventions  with  the  same  nation,  1853  and  1854 ;  conventions 
with  Peru  in  1841  and  1863 ;  conventions  with  Mexico  in  1843 ;  conventions  with  Port- 
ugal in  1851 :  conventions  with  Sicily  in  181)2 ;  conventions  with  Spain  in  1819 ;  con- 
ventions witn  Texas  1838 ;  all  of  which  undeniably  controvert  the  doctrine  asserted 
by  the  honorable  fiscal  of  the  non-liability  of  the  government  of  Peru  for  ii^uries- 
done  to  foreign  citizens. ) 

History  is  full  of  the  liabilities  of  nations  for  wrongs  done  to  their  citizens,  from  the 
rape  of  the  Grecian  Helen  to  the  present  time.  There  is  scarcely  a  quarrel  or  war 
that  cannot  be  traced  to  such  causes,  yet  the  honorable  fiscal  says,  in  sulistanoe,  that 
domiciled  citizens  must  submit  to  the  wrongs  and  outrages  of  the  government  of  the 
country  where  they  reside,  and  that  such  citizens  "  ought  not  to  complain,  but  be  con- 
tented with  the  some  treatment  as  that  accorded  to  natives  of  the  countiy ;  that  they 
eannot  pretend  to  any  prerogative  in  the  proceedings,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  obey 
the  law  inasmuch  as  they  are  protected  by  it," 

Let  me  inquire,  first,  whether  natives  of  this  country  themselves  may  not  be  so  inhu- 
manely treated  as  to  nave  the  undeniable  right  to  demand  justice  from  the  govern- 
ment, and,  secondly,  as  they  are  obliged  to  obey  the  law,  the  honorable  fiscal  says 
they  should  be  protected  by  it.    This  is  all  that  we  ask,  protection  anAjusiioe, 

But  the  records  in  thc«e  cases  now  presented  clearly  show  that  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  and  several  non-combatant  American  citizens,  taking  no  part  whatever 
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in  the  late  controyersieS)  have  been  most  craelly  treated,  and  their  rights  moBiaDUw* 
fiilly  trampled  apon.  I  refer  particnlarly  to  Consul  Monntjoy  at  LamlNiyeque,  wboiKr 
character  stands  unlmpeached  in  the  eyes  of  my  government ;  Consul  Weilc  aiTombez. 
though  not  suiferiug  in  consequence  of  the  late  revolution,  was  still  beaten  and  tneu- 
cerated  without  J ustiiiable  cause;  Mr.  Alexander  Ruden,  whose  fine  cotton  estate  iraii 
completely  distroyed ;  John  Heuness,  who  was  severely  beaten,  and  so  injured  u  to 
lose  the  sight  of  one  eye;  George  Uill,  who  was  shot,  robbed,  and  imprisoned,  and 
remains  in  consequence  a  cripple  for  life ;  John  Talbot,  who  received  saeh.  ii^jimed  at 
the  hands  of  the  soldiery  at  Baton  Grande  that  he  fell  down  in  the  streets,  and  di^iD 
consequence ;  James  Johnson  and  Francis  Graunan,  whose  health  from  the  same  csaw 
has  been  ruined  for  life,  and  who  are  in  want  from  their  incapacity  to  earn  their  dxily 
bread ;  together  with  a  number  of  others,  whose  cases  I  might  also  cite. 

The  honorable  fiscal,  quoting  M.  Rooher,  one  of  the  French  ministers  of  state,  where 
only  one  police  officer  and  a  dress-maker  appear  upon  the  stage,  says,  that  he  (M.  Roa* 
her)  ^'  never  had  heard  that  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  the  government  eould  be 
compromised  by  the  acts  of  its  agents." 

This  is  good  law  and  logic,  but  I  must  be  pardoned  in  supposing  that  there  is  a  broad 
difference  in  a  controversy  letween  a  dress-maker  and  an  officer  of  police,  and  theorer- 
whelming  force  of  mobs,  maddened  by  the  passions  of  the  hour.  One  oaae  is  oompletdy 
in  the  hands  of  the  law,  while  the  mob  rises  above  and  defies  it. 

But  from  the  honorable  tiscal's  stand-point,  the  officers  and  other  offenders  should 
have  be<;|n  punished  for  their  crimes  by  the  courts  of  the  land ;  but  I  have  yet  to  Imat 
that  a  single  officer,  soldier,  or  civil  authority,  has  been  arrested  and  brought  to  pua- 
ishment  for  any  of  the  ^reat  crimes  and  misdemeanors  which  the  Grand  Marshal  U 
Fuente,  late  minister  ot  the  interior,  has  so  eloquently  and  so  forcibly  described. 

I  will  be  excused,  I  know,  for  indicating  that  the  other  cases  cited  by  the  hononbk 
fiscal,  of  Taylor,  ii^ured  by  the  liberators  of  Sicily^  and  the  cases  of  Naples  and  Tik- 
cany,  will  be  found,  when  properly  understood,  very  like  that  of  the  police  agent  agaioit 
the  dress-maker,  to  have  little  or  no  relevancy  to  the  question  at  issne. 

I  have  not  the  authorities  before  me,  but  feel  well  assured  they  cannot  saoetioD  tk 
doctrine  asserted  by  the  honorable  fiscal. 

Again  be  says  that  the  department  under  his  charge  **  has  opposed  every  gImbi  for 
illegal  indemnification  that  nas  come  under  its  notice.'' 

This,  under  the  lojpc  of  the  honorable  fiscal,  means,  necessarily,  all  claims  made  by 
foreigners,  as  he  domes  them  their  legitimate  rights  under  the  laws  of  nations^  At  the 
bottom  of  all  statesmanship  lies  the  principle  of  simple  and  impartial  justice,  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  I  have  never  heard  of  one  single  report,  made  by  the  honorabk  ^ 
cal,  favorable  to  a  foreigner  whose  rights  had  been  injured. 

The  honorable  fiscal,  continuing,  says  that  "  it  has  been  solemnly  declated  that  tbf 
state  is  in  no  manner  responsible  for  the  payment  of  losses  and  damages  occasioned  by 
civil  wars,*'  and  refers  to  the  decisions  of  the  councils  of  state  of  September  11, 1^- 
February  9, 1859,  and  other  laws  of  Peru. 

Yet  it  must  l>e  well  known  to  him  that  many  such  claims  have  been  admitted  aod 
paid  by  Peru  since  that  date.  He  has  entirely  overlooked  the  mixed  commission  U»t 
met  here,  and  a<^uste<l  many  cases  of  that  description  in  1863 ;  and  that  thesackini^.  m 
Callao,  of  establishments  belonging  to  forei^ers,  by  national  troops,  was  admitted  t« 
be  wrong  by  the  late  congress,  and  a  commission  apiiointed  to  acgoat  the  elainw  U 
said  ii^oiries. 

Since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  represent  my  country  in  Pern,  I  have  made  no  dimi 
diplomatic  claim  against  your  excellency's  government.  Such  claims  should,  if  po«^ 
ble,  be  avoided,  as  they  usually  end  in  controversy,  and  the  friendly  feeUngs  of  the  tvo 
countries  are  often  weakened. 

In  this  view  I  now  informally  present  to  your  excellency  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
Just  demands  of  my  countrymen,  and  sincerely  hope  to  avoid  anything  like  fonn*' 
diplomatic  claims,  believing  that  his  excellency  the  President  of  Peru  will  do  pnNof^ 
and  ample  justice  to  all  who  may  have  been  unjustly  wronged,  and  I  appeal  to  btf 
excellencv  for  no  other  class  of  men. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  since  I  arrived  in  Peru  I  have  been  one  of  i^> 
firmest  and  best  Mends,  not  ot  men,  but  of  the  republic.  Your  exoelleney,  and  tbt 
members  of  the  former  cabinets,  are  aware  that  what  I  now  say  is  the  simple  tuif 
ment  of  facts.    I  cannot  enlarge  upon  this  point. 

In  this  view  I  know  his  excellency  the  President  will  pardon  a  few  plain,  blant 
words  which  are  intended  to  benefit  ail  concerned. 

Constant  practice  as  well  as  sound  policy  demands  that  damages  should  beprompdy 
paid  for  all  injuries  done  to  foreigners  by  intestine  commotions,  because,  by  so  doio^- 
peace  and  friendship  are  preserved.  To  the  people  of  your  own  countiy  this  doe*  w* 
apply  with  the  like  force,  since  it  is  the  policy  of  all  progressive  nations  to  invite  inuui- 
gration  and  capital.  From  such  resources  alone  can  the  American  repablios  hop«  ^ 
become  powerful  and  wealthy. 

But  the  payment  of  the  present  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  agais^ 
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Peru  c%n  be  nived  with  more  force  tlian  those  of  any  other  people  or  nation,  since,  in 
my  opinion,  we  nave  been  a  better  and  a  truer  friend  to  this  republic  tban  any  other 
foreien  nation  has  proved  herself  to  be.  This  is  no  boast,  but  only  the  simple  truth. 
But  tor  the  action  of  the  United  ^tates,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  long  since  the 
Ohincha  Islands  would  have  been  in  the  bands  of  Spain.  This  is  niade  patent  by  ref- 
erence to  the  *' Corveepondencia  Diplomatica  relativa  ^  la  Cuestion  Espahola,''  No.  292, 
p.  969,  and  No.  293,  p.  370. 

The  injuries  received  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  struggle  at 
Checlayo  and  the  troubles  at  Lambayeque,  to  which  I  have  referred  are  of  such  a 
character  as,  being  ordinarily  beyond  the  price  of  payment  in  money,  would  have 
caused  immediate  reprisals  or  war  between  my  country  and  any  powerful  European 
nation. 

Your  excellency  will  observe,  on  reading  the  statements,  that  the  iiguries  done  to 
my  coontrymen  have  not  been  confined  to  private  citizens  only. 

If  yoor  excellency  will  have  the  kindness  to  examine  the  statements  and  proofe 
impartially,  I  feel  assored  that  the  strong  conunon  sense  of  your  excellency's  govern- 
ment, and  the  manly,  straightforward,  soldier-like  instincts  of  his  excellency  the 
President,  will  lead  Pern  to  ^mit  what  I  am  thus  painfully  compelled  to  say. 

In  this  country  mv  government  views  every  action  in  the  most  favorable  light, 
because  we  sincerely  nope  that  the  republics  of  South  America  will  be  our  sisters  and 
oar  friends  through  all  time  to  come. 

Bat  we  must  preserve  and  protect  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  otherwise  our  nation 
itself  would  soon  lose  the  respect  of  our  friends  at  home^  luid  of  the  world  abroad. 

Like  Rome,  in  ancient  days,  we  cannot  aUow  one  lash  to  be  unlawfully  laid  upon 
the  back  of  an  American  citizen  by  another  nation. 

No  nation  can^  at  all  times,  control  its  entire  people,  especially  wh^i  war  is  raging. 
Soeh  oommand  is  impossible,  but  true  policy  and  justice  demand  that  those  who  are 
wronged,  in  such  times,  should  be  satisned  and  indemnified  with  the  least  possiblei 
delay. 

Should  it  be  inconvenient  at  this  time  to  pay  for  the  said  injuries  in  money,  evidences 
of  indebtedness,  in  some  tangible  form,  might  be  substituted,  as  some  of  the  claimants 
are  now  absolutely  destitute,  and  delay  will  only  add  to  their  misfortunes. 

At  this  time  your  excellency  will  understand  that  I  msUce  no  formal  diplomatic 
demand,  and  trust  that  his  excellency  the  President  will  pardon  any  remarks  that  may 
offend,  as  my  strong  and  anxious  desire  is  to  protect  my  countrymen,  and  add  to  the 
friendly  relations  now  hi^[»pilv  existing  between  our  two  countries. 

To  conclude,  let  me  state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  arguments,  conclusions,  and  effects 
of  the  honorable  fiscal's  position,  if  they  are  carried  into  execution  by  the  government 
of  Peru. 

First.  All  domiciled  citizens  of  Peru  are  denied  the  right  of  international  support. 

Second.  The  authorities  cited  by  him  are  not  justified  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
those  relating  to  the  action  and  doctrines  of  the  United  States  misconstrued  or  entirely 
minonderst'Ood. 

Third.  The  policy  annminced,  if  put  into  effect,  would  involve  untold  difficulties,  and 
give  pain  to  every  true  friend  of  vour  excellency's  country. 

Hoping  that  the  government  of  Peru  may  see,  with  the  views  I  have  informally  pre- 
sented, both  justice  and  policy  in  the  immediate  settlement  of  the  inclosed  claims 
without  further  diplomacy,  I  wul  say  no  more,  but  leave  the  whole  matter  in  the  hands 
of  your  excellency's  government,  trusting  that  I  will  soon  be  informed  of  a  favorahle 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  my  countrymen. 

I  have  the  honor  of  assuring  your  excellency  of  my  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

ALVm  P.  HOVEY. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Dr.  Don  J.  A.  Barrenechba, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  94.J  Department  of  State, 

Wd^hington^  September  30, 1888. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatches  of  the  22d  of  Augast,  ISTo.  144^  and  of  the  28th, 
No.  145,  have  been  received.  The  appalling  calamities  which  have 
befallen  Pern,  and  the  Spanish  American  republics,  have  deeply  moved 
the  sympathies  of  the  President  and  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Your  own  proceedings,  in  connection  with  Rear-Admiral  Turner,  in 
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relieving  the  sufferers,  axe  entirely  approved  and  commended.    I  give 
you  a  copy  of  the  President's  reply  to  Mr.  Garcia,  in  which  the  President 
has  alluded  to  the  sad  events  you  have  described. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Alvin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  dk.,  dbc.j  i&c. 


President  Jokuson^s  reply  to  Mr,  Garda. 

Mr.  Gakcia:  I  receive  with  mneh  satisfaction  the  letter  in  which  the  newly  elected 
President  of  the  repablic  of  Pern  has  conftrmed  and  sanctioned  your  mission  in  the 
United  States,  and  I  oordiaUy  reciprocate  the  fraternal  sentiments  which  yon  have 
expressed. 

While  the  condition  of  internal  peace  is  advantageous  to  all  states,  whatever  maybe 
their  form  of  government,  that  condition  is  essential  to  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  wel- 
fare of  republics.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  republic  of  Peru  may  henceforth  be  with- 
out a  forei^  enemy  or  a  domestic  revolution. 

Mr.  Garcia,  we  are  pained  by  the  reports  which  reach  us  of  a  p«at  calamity  which 
has  fallen,  not  only  upon  Peru,  but  also  upon  the  ai^acent  countries  of  the  Pacific  coast. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  indeed,  that  these  first  reports  may  prove  to  be  hiffhly  exaggerated : 
nevertheless,  the  calamity,  in  its  lightest  possible  aspect,  is  sufflcientiy  severe  to  excite 
universal  sympathy,  and  Justly  engage  the  charity  of  Christian  nations. 

I  pray  you  to  assure  the  President  and  people  of  Peru  of  my  profound  sympathy  with 
them  in  these  overwhelming  afflictions. 

Sl£FTEMB£R  15,  1868. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  95. 1  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  October  1, 1868. 
SiE:  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  September,  No.  147,  has  been 
received.  It  contains  a  very  full  and  careful  account  of  the  devastations 
which  were  produced  in  the  republic  of  Ecuador,  by  the  terrible  earth- 
quake of  the  13th  of  August.  Losing^  no  time  in  giving  publicity  to  the 
painful  narrative,  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  excite  not  only  the  sym- 
pathies but  the  active  charity  of  all  the  civilized  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Alvin  P.  Hovey,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  cfeo. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Hovey. 

No.  97.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  3,  1868. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  14th 
of  September,  No.  148.  The  President  is  gratified  with  the  prospect  it 
gives  of  an  acceptance  of  the  tender  of  the  good  offices  of  this  govern- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  peace,  between  the  allied  republics  of  the 
Pacific  coast  and  Spain.  The  friendly  sentiments  expiessed  by  the 
President  of  Peru  are  appreciated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Alvin  P.  Hovey,  Esq.,  cfec,  <£c,  &c. 
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Mr.  Sovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  153.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Idma^  Peruj  October  14, 1868. 
Sib  :  As  a  significant  sign  of  the  feelings  of  the  politicians  of  Peru,  I 
have  the  honor  to  herewith  transmit  the  original  and  translation  of  a 
proposition  presented  in  the  house  of  deputies  on  the  12th  October,  1868. 
This  law  was  proposed  by  the  speaker  of  the  house,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Balael  Velarde.  The  first,  Dr.  Aviedo,  is  a  well-known  lawyer,  and 
fbrmerly  minister  of  justice  and  of  foreign  affairs.  The  second  is  also  a 
lawyer  of  prominence,  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Canseco  government  to  decide  upon  the  Callao  claims. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  proposed  law  is  but  the  sequence  of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  the  opinion  of  Doctor  Areta,  the  attorney  general 
of  Peru,  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  150,  dated  30th  September  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washingtorij  D.  C. 


fTnosUtion.] 
PBOPOSmON. 

The  coagresB  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  considering — 

L  That  the  nation  is  not  and  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  damages  and  injuries 
inflicted  on  the  interest  of  private  persons,  by  a  force  superior  to  it ; 

2.  That;  setting  aside  this  principle,  sustained  by  the  principal  nations,  indemnifica- 
tion has  been  demanded  for  several  foreigners; 

3.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  put  an  end  to  these  abuses,  making  the  proper 
declaration — 

The  following  law  is  declared : 

Article  1.  No  privilege  is  concede<l  to  foreigners  to  demand  from  the  government 
of  the  republic,  as  indemnification,  compensation,  or  any  other  pretext,  the  injuries  or 
damages  suffered  by  their  interests  in  consequence  of  political  commotions,  tumults  or 
other  causes,  only  excepting  the  case  where  such  ii^juries  have  been  caused  by  legiti- 
mate authorities. 

Art.  2.  Foreigners  who  may  be  injured  have  their  right  acknowledged  to  take  legal 
steps  against  the  i^jurer,  in  all  kinds  of  indemnity,  and  in  conformity  with  common 
law,  and  in  the  oases  prescribed  by  it. 

Let  it  be  communicated. 

JUAN  AVIEDO. 

RAFAEL  VELARDE. 
Lima,  October  12,  1668. 

(This  was  paassed  to  the  diplomatic  committee.) 


Mr.  Hovey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  156.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  Peru^  October  28, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  resolution  of 
thanks  passed  by  the  Peruvian  congress  on  the  19th  instant,  together 
with  the  note  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  my 
reply  thereto,  (inclosures  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3.) 

The  sympathy  lately  expressed  by  the  journals  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  sufferings  caused  by  the  late  terrible  earthquakes  in 
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Pera  and  Ecuador,  has  create  the  warmest  demonstratioiiB  of  gratitude 
towards  our  country.  Every  article  of  the  least  importance  has  beeu 
translated  and  published  iu  the  newspapers  of  Peru,  and  it  is  ardently 
hoped  that  our  congress  may  aet  towards  this  country  as  it  did  for  Ire- 
land in  days  gone  by. 

Thousands  have  l>een  reduced  from  comi)etency  to  absolute  wifferinjr, 
and  the  temble  visitation  still  continues  in  several  parts  of  the  countrr. 
In  Caldera,  (Chili,)  and  Cuzco,  severe  shocks  were  telt  on  the  15th 
instant,  causing,  it  is  said,  considerable  damage,  but  the  full  details  have 
not  yet  been  received. 

Between  earthquakes,  yellow  fever,  and  rerolutions,  Pern,  for  the  last 
few  years,  has  been  sorely  afflicted,  and  the  hourly  expectation  of  lik? 
calamities  has  thrown  a  dark  shade  over  the  country,  and  paralyzed  \u 
energies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


[TnxuAaXion.] 

Lima,  October  12,  l-^t^i 
Most  Excellent  Sir  :  Congress  has  paMed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  ChiUan  and  Boli- 
vian nations,  to  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  CnitfJ 
States  of  America,  and  the  charsd  d'afmires  of  France,  on  account  of  their  geneioii^ 
conduct  towards  the  people  residing  in  the  sonth  of  this  republic,  who  suffered  fnMB 
the  effects  of  the  earthq^aake  of  the  13th  of  An^st  last ;  and  has  resolved  tiiat  yoor 
excellency  inform  the  said  nations  and  diplomatio  agents  of  the  same. 
God  preserve  your  exceUenoy. 

ANTONIO  ARENAS, 

ricthPrwidemi  of  tkf  Sm^k. 
FRANCISCO  CHAVEZ, 

Secretary  of  ike  Seaeie. 
JUAN  OVIEDO, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputin. 
P.  BERNALES, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  ofDepuHn, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

Lima,  Oeteiher  19, 1??S?. 

BABRENECHEX 


Let  this  be  fulfilled  and  published. 
Sign  manual  of  his  excellency. 


Senor  Barrenedhea  to  Mr,  Hovey. 
[Translatioii.] 


Lima,  Oofofcr  83,1869. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  authentic  copy  of  tbf  ▼ot' 
of  thanks  passed  by  the  national  congress  to  the  reimblics  of  Chili  and  Bolivia,  wd 
the  representatives  of  the  United  States  and  France,  for  the  generous  conduct  oWrx^ 
by  them  towards  the  people  of  the  south  of  Peru  who  suffered  the  consoquenced  of  thr 
earthquake  of  13th  of  Auj^ist  laat. 

The  celerity  and  zeal  with  which  your  excellency  and  the  estimable  officers  of  tbt 
American  navy  hastened  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the  south,  in  the  most  pn^i^t 
moments,  fhlly  justify  this  solemn  manifestation  of  gratitude,  which  causes  me  socb 
pleasure  and  honor  in  communicating  to  your  excellency. 

Reiterating,  on  my  part,  in  the  name  of  the  government,  the  assurance  of  the  mb' 
feeling,  I  am  your  attentive  and  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  BARREKECHEA 

His  Excellency  General  Alvin  P.  Hovey, 

£nvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America, 
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Mr,  Bovqf  to  Senor  Barrenechea, 

Legation  of  the  Ignited  States, 

Limaj  Peru^  October  28,  186vS. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
iiofe  of  the  33d  instant,  transmitting  the  resolution  of  thanks  passed  by  the  congress 
of  Peru  on  the  13th  October,  and  for  which  honor  I  beg  your  excellency  to  convoy  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  proper  authorities. 

The  flatterin*;  manner  in  which  your  excellency  has  thought  proper  to  allude  to  the 
action  of  myself  and  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  gives  me  great  pleas- 
ure. I  only  regret  that  we  could  not  have  done  more  at  the  time  for  sutfering  humanity, 
but  ardently  entertain  the  hope  and  conviction  that  my  country  and  countrymen  will 
further  evince  the  sincere  regard  which  they  hold  towards  Peru. 
I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY. 
His  Excellency  Sefior  Dr.  Don  J.  A.  Barrbnechea, 

MimUter  of  Foreign  Jffaira, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Havey. 

No.  100.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  20,  1868. 
Sib:  Your  dispatch  No.  156,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  with  the  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  thanks  of  the  congress  of  Peru  and  of  the  correspondence 
touching  the  same,  has  been  received. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  generous  and  spirited  efforts  of  the 
diplomatic  and  naval  oflBcers  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter, 
towards  the  relief  of  the  sufferings  of  Peruvian  citizens  from  the  effects 
of  the  late  terrible  earthquakes,  have  been  thus  acknowledged. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Altin  p.  Hovey,  Esq.,  <fe.,  ife?.,  dc. 


PEEC7VIAN  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Oarcia. 

Depabtkent  of  State, 

Washington  J  February  21,  1868. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  give  you,  for  the  information  of  the  actual 
government  of  Peru,  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  has  reeently  taken 
place  between  this  department  and  Mr.  Hovey,  United  States  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  Lima,  in  regard  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  arising  out  of  the  recent  civil  war  in  Peru. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance 
<^  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Seiior  Don  Jos^  Antonio  Gabcia  y  Gaboia,  ifcc,  <^c.,  <fcc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


890  DIPLOMATIC    COBBESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Sewmrd. 

r  Translation.] 

Clarendon  Hotel,  New  Yobk, 

February  27,  1S6S. 

Sir  :  This  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  dis- 
patch thi^ed  ihe  2l8t  instant,  which  you  have  pleased  to  send,  for  tie 
information  of  my  goverrnnent^  m^f  of  the  correspondence  exchanged 
between  the  department  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  fit  lMtUL,amtM 
occasion  of  some  reclamations  of  American  citizens,  originating  in  the 
last  civil  war  of  Peru. 

Not  having  any  official  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  which  the  dispatches 
of  the  said  plenipotentiary,  and  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lam 
bayeque  allude,  I  limit  myself  to  expressing  to  your  excellency  that 
by  the  first  mail  I  will  transmit  to  my  government  the  documents  com- 
municated by  your  excellency. 

I  avail  of  tliis  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  con- 
sideration, and  subscribe  myself,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  GARCIA  Y.  GARCIA 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  rfrc,  <fec.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Ckircia. 

Department  op  State, 

Wa^hingtony  March  25,  1868. 

SiE:  This  department  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Thornton,  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  minister  here,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  S.  C.  Montjoy, 
esquire,  United  States  consul  at  Lambayeque,  Peru,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Jorningham,  British  charge  d'affaires  at  Lima.  From  that  commmii- 
cation  it  appears  that  two  British  subjects,  named  Thomas  Tells  and 
Thomas  A.  Batt,  residing  at  Lambayeque,  have  been  grievously  and  with- 
out provocation  injured  in  their  persons  and  property  by  the  authorities 
there.  Mr.  Montjoy  alleges  that  the  persons  referred  to  had  been  entire- 
ly neutral  during  the  late  revolution  in  that  quarter. 

Although  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this  subject  has  already  been  bronght 
to  the  notice  of  the  Peruvian  government,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform 
that  government  that,  as  friends  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  it  is  painful  to 
us  to  receive  such  communications,  and  to  express 'a  hope  that  doe 
inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  particular  cases  adverted  to,  with  a  viewto 
such  redress  as  the  result  may  call  for,  and  that  all  practicable  efforts 
will  be  made  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  acts. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  a  renewed  assnrance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Jos6  Antonio  Gabcia  Y.  Garcll,  cfee.,  d-c,  <fcc. 
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Mr.  ^emmd  to  Sehor  Oarcia. 

Depabt^sbbwt  op  State, 

Washington^  March  2^  1868. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
a  circalar  of  yesterday  addressed  by  the  department  to  ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  governments  of  the  several  belligerents, 
suggesting  that,  preliminary  to  a  definitive  peace,  a  formal  armistice  be 
agroed  to  by  Spain  on  the  one  side,  and  Peru,  Chili,  Ecuador,  and  Bo- 
hvia,  on  the  other. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Sefior  Don  Jos6  Antonio  Gabcia  Y.  Garcia,  cfcc,  cfee.,  dtc. 
(Same  to  charge  d'affaires  of  Chili.) 


Mr.  Oarcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Peru, 

Washinglouj  April  1, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  your  excellency,  in 
which  you  inform  me  that  Mr.  Thornton,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minis- 
ter to  this  republic,  had  communicated  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Mountjoy,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lambayeque,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Jermingham,  British  charge  d'affaires  at  Lima,  from  which  it 
appears  that  two  English  citizens  have  been  seriously  injured  in  their 
persons  and  property  by  Peruvian  authorities,  without  any  provocation 
on  their  part,  and  who  were  entirely  neutral  in  the  late  revolution  of 
Pern,  according  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Mountjoy ;  and  your  excellency 
begs  of  me  to  make  known  to  my  government  that  that  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  friend  of  Peru,  regrets  to  receive  such  communications,  and 
hopes  that  a  proper  investigation  will  be  made  in  the  cases  referred  to, 
in  order  that  amends  may  be  made  according  as  the  circumstances 
require,  and  that  all  ^wssible  efforts  be  made  to  avoid  the  repetition  of 
these  occurrences. 

I  cherish  the  sipcere  conviction  that  my  government,  moved  by  the 
spontaneous  consciousness  of  it«  own  duty,  admitting  the  truth  of  the 
a<;t8  complained  of^  which  is  not  evident  to  me,  will  have  ordered  their 
judicial  investigation  and  the  conviction  and  punishment  of  the  delin- 
quents. I  am  likewise  certain  that  the  steps  of  Mr.  Jermingham,  with 
regsird  to  acts  of  the  nature  of  those  referred  to,  as  unfortunate  as  they 
can  be  in  moments  of  political  commotion,  of  which  no  country  is 
exempted,  will  be  attended  to  according  to  justice.  However,  I  shall 
transmit  to  my  government,  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  your  excellency,  a 
copy  of  the  note  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
will  take  it  into  due  consideration. 

I  improve  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  GAKCIA  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <£t.,  etc.,  <fec. 
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Sefiar  Garcia  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Pebu, 

Waahmgton^  April  2, 1868. 

Sib:  I  was  pleased  to  receive,  along  with  your  attentive  note  of  tbe 
28th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the  circular  sent  by  your  department  to  the  miois- 
ters  of  the  United  States  accredited  to  the  governments  engaged  in  the 
war  of  the  Pacific,  proposing  the  adoption  of  an  armistice  as  a  prelimi 
nary  to  a  definitive  peace  between  Spain  and  the  republics  of  Peru,  Chili, 
Ecuador,  and  Bolivia. 

By  yesterday's  post  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  my  government 
the  circular  alluded  to,  and,  while  awaiting  its  reply,  I  may  undertake  to 
assure  that  the  people  and  the  government  of  Peru  will  duly  appreciate 
the  friendly  sentiment  which  has  inspired  this  new  overture  of  peace  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  embrace  this  new  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration,  and  of  the  respect  with  which  I  subscribe  myself 
Your  very  attentive  servant, 

josfi  aot:obio  g.  y  gaecia. 

Hon-.  William  H.  Sewabd,  <fcc.,  <ftc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraBsUtioB.] 

New  Yobk,  ApHl  14, 1868. 

Sib:  The  war  which  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  saw  themsdves 
compelled  to  declare  against  the  government  of  Spain  has  assumed  a 
character  which  can  only  be  qualified,  with  propriety,  as  an  imperfect 
peace.  The  active  hostilities  which  terminated  on  the  2d  of  May,  1866, 
have  been  succeeded  by  a  period  of  real  tranquility,  during  which  the 
opposing  parties  in  the  conilict,  far  from  renewing  acts  of  force,  have 
visibly  mcKlified  their  p<^icy  and  removed  s^ious  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  reconciliation.  This  is  the  historical  period  of  contests  between 
Spain  and  America.  Tlie  capitulaticm  of  Ayacucho,  signed  in  Peru  on 
the  9th  of  December,  1824,  was  the  starting  point  of  forty  yea»  rf 
imperfect  peace — im)>erfect  in  iona  although  real  in  feeling  and  in  tbe 
practice  of  n\utual  relations.  The  2d  of  May,  1866,  likewise  appears  to 
be  called  to  mark  one  of  these  characteristic  terms,  since  it  has  been 
followed  by  two  years  of  quiet  which,  if  they  do  not  express  a  eav- 
enanted  cessation  of  hostilities,  may  at  least  be  considered  as  years  of 
reflection  and  oblivion. 

The  United  States,  in  common  with  all  other  nations  of  the  world,  of 
their  own  free  will  deemed  themselves  released  from  all  obligations  of 
neutrality  during  the  peace  de  facto  which  ensued  after  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence between  the  new  American  republics  and  their  mother  countiy, 
and  entered  fully,  with  all  of  them,  into  the  relations  of  a  state  of  peace, 
in  obedience  to  a  sound  principle  of  common  justioe  and  to  the  require^ 
ments  of  those  great  interests  of  the  commerce  and  industry  ot'  tbe 
world  which  cannot  tolerate  indefinite  wars. 

It  would  have  been  better  had  no  other  occasion  presented  itself  for  the 
practice  of  this  principle  of  positive  consuetudinal  right,  for  this  would 
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have  proved  that  there  had  been  no  renewal  of  those  unfortunate  causes 
which  make  its  application  indispensible.  But  the  truth  is,  this  has  oc- 
curred, and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  goveniment  of  the  United  States 
to  renew  the  declaration  of  that  doctrine,  which  has  already  been  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  federal  Congress  in  a  resolution  now  before 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  which  essentially  declares  this  prin- 
ciiile. 

It  is  publicly  known  that  in  January  last  the  belligerent  governments 
of  Chili  and  Spain,  through  their  diplomatic  agents  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don, conjointly  asked  permission  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  remove 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  that  kingdom  armed  vessels  for  the  military 
service  of  both.  It  is  also  known  in  a  reliable  manner  that  Lord  Stanley, 
after  mature  deliberation,  and  having  consulted  with  the  crown  attorneys, 
who  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  case  in  violation 
of  the  principles  nor  contrary  to  the  precedents  of  that  government  in 
matters  of  neutrality,  granted  their  petition,  notwithstanding  a  prote^^t 
presented  by  the  Peruvian  minister,  who  did  not  deem  it  his  duty  to 
assent  to  an  arrangement  for  which  lie  had  no  authority. 

This  incident,  which  I  recall  not  as  an  example  of  authority,  but  on 
account  of  the  grounds  which  led  not  only  to  the  joint  action  of  Spain 
and  Chili,  but  a^  to  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet,  amply  justifies  the 
dear  and  essential  purpose  of  this  communication,  since  it  distinctly 
manifests  that  by  express  agreement,  nay  more,  that  by  accomplished 
public,  official  acts,  a  stop  1ms  been  put  to  the  state  of  war;  that  the 
diplomatic  act  concluded  in  the  office  of  a  foreign  government  has  ex- 
pressly abrogated  all  the  limitations  imposed  on  non-belligerent  states 
by  the  duties  of  neutrality;  and  finally,  that  the  state  of  war  having 
in  this  way  ceased,  all  other  governments  have,  although  a  formal  peace 
may  not  have  been  celebrated,  the  right  to  restore  both  to  the  allied  re- 
publics and  to  Spain  the  liberty  of  doing  within  their  territories  all  such 
things  as  are  lawful  in  tlie  normal  condition  of  international  affairs,  and 
for  other  purposes  than  f<Nr  those  of  that  interrupted  war. 

With  these  antecedents,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  accepted  by  your 
excellency  as  exact  and  conclusive,  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your 
exoeliency  to  be  pleased  to  inform  me  if,  in  consequence  of  the  indefinite 
character  which  the  war  between  the  allied  republics  and  Spain  has 
assumed,  your  government  considers  itself  with  respect  to  said  nations 
in  the  same  relations  as  in.  a  state  of  peace,  and  if  they  may,  consequently, 
once  again  enter  into  free  and  unrestricted  commerce  with  the  United 
States  without  ofifense  to  tJieir  laws,  which  Peru  with  the  other  republics 
have  ever  observed  and  still  propose  to  respect,  or  if  you  shall  deem  it 
your  duty  to  maintain  the  position  of  a  neutral,  whatever  time  may  elapse 
before  a  treaty  of  peace  is  made  in  the  Pacific. 

In  view  of  the  considerations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting in  this  dispatch,  I  incline  to  believe  that  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
in  your  excellency's  government  arri\ing  at  a  resolution  in  the  former 
sense,  for  it  would  be  but  in  conformity  with  its  previous  conduct,  and 
would  at  once  be  accepted  by  Spain,  who  having  in  fact  herself  annulled 
the  state  of  war,  and  being  at  this  moment  occupied  in  fitting  iron-clad 
vessels  in  the  ship-yards  of  other  nations,  could  not  object  to  it  without 
offense  to  her  own  character,  nor  without  presenting  her  own  conduct  in 
flagrant  contradiction. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
ances of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  A.  GAKCIA  T.  G AKCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ifcc,  <fcc.,  dr. 
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Mr,  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Clarendon  Hotel, 

New  York,  April  18, 1868. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  anouncement  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
making  to  your  excellency  in  my  dispat<*h  of  the  27th  of  February,  I 
sent  my  government  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  your  deiwut- 
ment  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  Lima, 
occasioned  by  certain  claims  of  American  citis^ns  arising  from  the  civil 
war  which  took  place  in  Peru  during  the  latter  months  of  the  past  year 
of  1867. 

My  government,  rfuly  appreciating  the  high  and  laudable  spirit  of  jus- 
tice of  which  your  excellency  has  just  given  a  new  proof  in  the  inRtrac- 
tions  relative  to  these  matters  sent  to  your  plenipotentiary  in  Lima,  a* 
well  as  the  generous  interest  evinced  in  the  stability  and  future  of  the 
other  republican  states  of  America,  takes  pleasure  through  me,  as  its 
organ,  in  acknowledging  in  all  sincerity  its  gratitude  to  the  United  States. 
I  should  have  performed  this  pleasing  duty  in  person,  by  reading  to  yoor 
excellency  a  communication  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Pern, 
had  it  not  contained  another  point  which  it  will  be  easier  and  more  con 
venient  for  your  excellency  to  take  into  consideration,  having  before 
you  said  dispatch,  together  with  the  documents  to  which  it  refers,  and  of 
which  I  inclose  authenticated  copies,  numbered  from  one  to  seven  inclu- 
sive. 

The  qualification  of  defactOy  given  by  your  excellency  to  the  govern- 
ment which  at  present  rules  the  destinies  of  Peru,  has  not  been  accepted, 
nor  can  it  be  assented  to  by  an  administration,  established  and  ensting 
under  the  segis  of  the  national  constitution.  In  the  hox>e  of  rectifying 
the  opinions  which  governed  your  excellency  in  forming  a  judgment  a* 
to  the  present  order  of  things  in  Peru,  my  government  submits  to  youi 
excellency  certain  serious  considerations,  which  present  in  a  cl«tf  awi 
definite  manner  the  truth  of  the  matter ;  but  should  they  not  suffice  for 
that  purpose,  I  shall  be  happy  to  fulfill  the  duty  with  which  I  have  been 
charged  of  explaining  the  case,  either  by  writing  or  at  a  special  confer- 
ence, as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  your  excellency,  and  of  making  knovB 
to  you  in  detail  all  the  circumstances  and  legal  groiuids  applicable  to 
the  same. 

I  feel  persnaded,  nevertheless,  that  new  resolutions  have  been  taken 
by  your  excellency's  government,  so  constantly  in  harmony  with  jo«ti<* 
and  the  ever-.complaisant  friend  of  Peru,  which  will  reconcile  the  prin- 
ciples and  precedents  of  the  United  States,  applicable  to  cases  differing 
from  the  one  under  consideration,  to  the  titles  which  warrant  the  Peru 
vian  government  in  trusting  that  all  other  nations  will  reoogniie  it? 
existence  de  jure.  The  renewal  of  the  friendly  oflftces  of  the  United 
States  for  the  settlement  of  peace  between  Peru  and  Spain,  recently 
recommended  by  your  excellency  to  his  excellency  General  A.  P.  Hovey. 
bind  anew  direct  diplomatic  relations  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Peru,  and  involves  the  implicit  official  recognition  of 
the  right  with  which  the  latter  assumes,  within  the  sphere  of  its  legal  attri 
butes,  to  represent  the  national  sovereignty,  since  in  no  other  way  wonW 
your  excellency  have  drawn  up  initiatory  proxK>sitions  of  peace,  the 
acceptance  of  which*  as  well  as  all  other  international  acts  resulting 
therefrom,  can  have  no  significance  either  moral  or  political,  nor  be  legally 
binding  upon  the  Peruvian  people,  if  the  government  to  which  your 
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excellency  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  them,  in  exercising  the  regu- 
lar duties  which  pertain  to  the  public  power  with  which  it  is  invested, 
be  not  acting  with  legitimate  authority  emanating  from  the  constitution 
of  the  country.  I  therefore  believe  I  have  grounds  for  feeling  convinced 
that  your  excellency  will  expressly  assent  to  what  your  own  course 
through  i>ositive  acts  has  already  signified,  and  that  it  will  accordingly 
be  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  discussion  ux>on  facts  and  principles 
which  are  within  your  excellency's  knowledge. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  new  opportunity  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARCIA  Y  GAECIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dtc.j  dtc.j  &c. 


Senor  Polar  to  Senor  Garcia. 

[Traiialation.] 
No.  23.]  Lima,  March  21, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  No.  37  of  the  27th  of  February  last,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers. 

Before  all,  I  muHt  say  to  you  that  under  date  of  the  18th  instant  General  Hovey 
wrote  to  me  asking  leave  to  send  me  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch,  which,  I  having 
answered  him  yesterday,  he  ha«  this  day  done,  not  only  sending  a  copy  of  the  di8])at(tli, 
but  also  of  the  consular  protest  made  at  Lambayeque.  The  notes  exchanged  in  this 
matter  you  will  find  in  copy  herewith  inclosed — ^Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

By  copy  No.  4  you  wiU  see  that  the  government  of  Peru  has  fully  appreciated  the 
conduct  of  the  American  cabinet,  whicn,  in  refusing  from  a  very  justifiable  spirit  to 
authorize  the  presentation  of  claims  which  have  not  been  previously  qualified  in  Wash- 
ington,  in  fuU  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  and  of  the  persons  making  them, 
manifests  that  it  has  understood  the  necessity  of  coolly  and  at  a  distance  studying  mat- 
ters which  are  not  always  impartiaUy  judged  by  a  minister,  however  anxious  he  may 
be  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  what  is  just. 

As  to  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch,  referring  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
government  of  the  Union  towards  the  American  republics,  it  is  worthy  of  the  eminent 
statesman  who  signed  it,  and  to  whom,  perhaps,  more  than  to  any  one  else  in  that  coun- 
try, is  due  that  cordiality  which  to-day  is  the  distinctive  character  of  the  relaticms 
between  the  United  States  and  the  other  republics  of  the  continent. 

With  regard  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens,  I  will  commence  by  saying  that  this 
government  has  no  knowledge  of  those  of  Americans  resident  in  Lima,  refen-ed  to  in 
Sir.  Hovey's  note ;  those  of  loreigners  who  suffered  in  Callao  by  the  incidents  of  6th 
November,  1865,  will  be  laid  before  the  next  congress,  in  the  manner  shown  in  (copy 
No.  5)  the  agreement  relative  to  this  matter  entered  into  with  certain  forei^i  repre- 
sentatives. If,  for  reasons  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  the  American  minister  took 
no  part  in  this  agreement,  his  fellow-citizens  will  not  on  that  account  fail  to  enj(»y  bene- 
fits thereof  from  the  moment  in  which  the  American  government  sees  fit  to  adhere  to 
the  arrangement. 

Neither  does  this  government  know  of  the  damages  which,  it  is  said,  were  suffered 
by  certain  American  citizens  in  Lambayeque ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  the  judicial  power 
is  the  only  one  to  qualify  the  crimen  committed  and  the  responsibilities  resulting  there- 
frmn.  The  principal  party  accused,  who  was  the  sub-prefect  of  Lambayeque,  Don 
Jo^  Tomas  Tello,  lias  been  ordered  to  be  tried ;  and,  as  you  will  see  by  copies  Nos.  4 
and  6,  in  the  case  of  an  English  subject,  who  asked  for  indemnity,  it  was  decided  that 
he  must  make  good  his  rights  before  the  respective  tribunal. 

This  government,  in  matters  of  diplomatic  claims,  is  therefore  pursuin|5  the  princi- 
ples prescribed  by  international  law — its  own  fundamental  laws  and  certam  resolutions 
which  exist  upon  such  matters. 

I  now  pass  with  regret  to  treat  of  the  (jnalification  of  de  facto  given  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Seward  to  the  government  at  present  ruling  in  Peru.  However  decided  the  opinion  of 
the  American  government  may  be  as  to  the  non-recognition  of  governments  springing 
from  revolutions  until  the  legalization  of  their  acts  by  a  congress,  there  is  no  ground 
for  that  opinion  in  the  present  case.  General  Canseco  was  by  right  called  by  tne  con- 
stitntion  to  gov^em,  after  the  events  which  resulted  in  the  fall  and  expatriation  of 
Pezet.  So  true  is  this,  that,  as  you  will  see  by  copy  No.  7,  General  Hovey  himself,  under 
date  of  20th  November,  1865,  asked  Don  Jos^  Manuel  La  Puento,  then  minister  of  for- 
eign affiadrs  of  General  Canseco's  government,  for  an  audience  in  which  to  present  in 
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person  his  credetitials  to  the  President  of  the  republic  Owing  to  the  occurrence*  at  the  end 
of  that  mouth,  the  audience  did  not  tak«  place,  but  the  precedent*  of  this  rwoguition 
does  not  for  that  reawon  any  the  k*88  exiwt.  The  lognlitv  of  the  government  being  then 
int<»rmi>ted  by  the  eHtabliM^iment  of  a  dictatorship,  which  General  Cau«eco,  renpeeting 
the  conRtitutioD,  declined  to  accept,  General  Hovey,  on  being  invited  to  recogniae 
CoUmcl  Pra^lo'H  government,  did  not  do  (w>  because  the  title  of  the  chief  of  the  state 
had  been  changwl,  a«  ap]>ear8  from  the  following  extract  from  the  Report  of  Foreign 
Atiairs,  prcm^nted  to  the  HO-callcd  constitutional  convention,  (congress :) 

*'  On  the  inangnration  of  the  transitory  government  of  General  Canneco,  Geaenl 
Alvin  P.  Hovey,  who  had  arrived  to  sncceed  Mr.  Robinson  as  envoy  extraordiuaiy  and 
miuinter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  .America,  was  in  Lima.  Both  had 
a^kcd  for  an  audience  to  present  their  respective  letters  when  the  political  changi'  of 
the  2fiih  of  November  took  jdace.  Mr.  Hovey  then  let  me  know,  that  notwithstanding 
his  sympathy  for  the  new  onler  of  things,  from  which  he  hoped  mnch  for  the  prosper- 
ity oi'  the  country,  he  had  doubts  whether  his  credentiala,  which  were  addremed  to  tlie 
President  of  the  Peruvian  republic,  could  be  properly  presented  to  the  chief  of  the 
nation,  who  had  not  the  title  of  President,  but  that  of  supreme  chief;  that  he  had 
accordingly  consulted  his  government  on  this  point,  and  that  until  the  latter  shonld 
deci<le  the  question,  he  must  abstain  from  asking  to  be  recognized  in  his  political  char- 
acter." 

It  will  be  easy  for  the  honorable  Mr.  Seward  to  note  the  difference  between  the  two 
cast's.  Wliilst  Colonel  Prjwlo  destroyed  the  constitution  and  arroeated  to  himself  arbi- 
trary powers,  General  Canseco  re-establishes  the  constitution,  and  in  conformity  there- 
with takes  lawful  coumiand  of  the  republic  solely  for  the  purpose  of  carrjing  out  the 
prescriptions  of  the  fundamental  law,  as  but  a  few  days  after  his  return  to  Lima  he 
orders  )H>pular  elections. 

Mr.  Seward,  who  at  a  conference  had  with  Mr.  Barreda,  as  appears  in  the  latter* 
note,  number  thirty-five,  of  the  30th  May,  1866,  expressed  "his  disgust  that  recunne 
should  have  been  had  to  a  dictatorship  and  the  constitutional  way  been  set  aside,* 
cannot  but  agree  that  the  present  government  of  Peru  is  absolutely  not  in  the  tamr 
position  as  those  which  may  with  reason  be  styled  governments  de  facto. 

You  are  authorized  to  treat  with  ^Ir.  Seward  c>n  the  points  contained  in  this  note, 
and  to  read  aud  give  him  a  copy  of  same  should  he  desire  it. 

God  preserve  yoo. 


The  MiNittTER  OF  Pkku,  in  Washington, 


J.  M.  POLAR 


Mr*  Horey  to  Senor  Polar. 

Legation  of  the  UNrren  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  March  16,  ISBS. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraonliuary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  ^ 
United  States  of  America  near  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Pern,  has  uieboiMr 
to  make  known  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  govemmflnt  cf 
Peru,  that  he  has,  by  the  last  steamer  from  the  north,  received  an  important  diqial^ 
from  his  government,  in  which  he  is  directed  to  ask  leave  to  send  a  copy  of  the  stae 
informally  to  the  de  facto  government  of  Peru. 

Upon  receiving  his  excellenc^-'s  reply,  inlbrming  the  undersigned  that  said  eopy  viB 
be  so  accepted,  tlie  same  will  be  immediately  transmitted. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  assure  his  excellency,  the  minister  of  iottip 
aflairs,  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 


His  Excellency  Sefior  Dr.  Don  Juan  M.  Polar, 

MhUster  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  tht  Government  of  P« 


ALVIN  P.  HOVEV. 


SeHor  Polar  to  Mr,  Hovey. 

[Trantlatiou.] 

Lima,  March  80,  l»l 

Tlio  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  government  of  Peru,  has  the 
honor  to  say  to  his  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenijiotentiary 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  answer  to  his  dispat^^h  of  the  18th  instant,  thai, 
without  accepting  in  any  manner  the  name  of  government  de  facto,  given  by  thie  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Pern,  (which  I  nave  the  honor  of 
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serving,)  will  be  pleased  to  receive  in  the  manner  indicated  in  yonr  excellency's  dis 
pafch,  a  copy  of  the  important  dispatch  of  Mr.  Soward,  the  contents  of  which  I  have 
already  had  the  satisfaction  of  learning  through  the  representative  of  my  government 
in  Washington. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  pleasure  of  reiterating  to  his  excellency,  General  Hovey, 
the  assurances  of  Ms  distinguished  c(»nsideratlon. 

JUAN  M.  POLAR 
His  Excellency  General  Alvin  P.  Hovey, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  rienipotenHary  of  the  United  States, 


Senor  Polar  to  Mr.  Hovey, 

rTranslation.l 

Lima,  March  21, 1838. 

Inclrtsed  in  your  excellency's  dispatch  of  to-day,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  a  copy 
of  the  dispatch  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Soward,  the  one  to  which  your  excellency  referred 
in  your  di.spat<:h  of  the  18th  instant,  together  with  the  protest  of  the  foreign  consuls, 
residents  in  Lambayeqne,  in  reference  to  the  incidents  that  took  place  in  said  province 
in  the  beginning  of  January. 

As  regards  the  othcial  document  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  I  make  known  to  your  exoellency  that  my  government  has  seen  in 
it  a  new  proof  of  the  sjurit  of  justitication  that  always  emulates  the  American  govern- 
ment, and  that  eminent  statesman,  whose  ccmciliating  and  sagacious  policy  cannot  but 
proiluoe  propitious  rtjsnlts  in  the  relations  of  both  governments  and  countries. 

Of  the  aforesaid  protest,  I  deem  it  convenient  to  inform  your  excellency  that  D.  San- 
tiago Feely,  a  British  subject,  has  presented,  through  the  British  legation,  a  document 
soliciting  the  suspension  from  his  duties  of  the  sub-prefect  of  Lambayeqne,  T).  Jos6 
Tomiis  Telle,  and  to  be  indemnized  for  damages,  &c.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  decree  issued  to  that  effect. 

I  avail  this  op])ortunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JUAN  MANUEL  POLAR. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr,  Hovey  to  Senor  Polar. 

Legation  of  tiie  United  States  of  America, 

Limttf  Peru,  March  22,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  No.  2, 
dated  March  20,  18(>8,  informing  me  that  yonr  excellency,  without  accepting  in  any 
manner  the  name  of  government  defaciOj  given  by  the  government  of  the  llnited  States 
to  tlie  goveniuuuit  of  Peru,  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  cojjy  of  the  dispatch  of  the 
honorable  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  (the  contents 
of  which  yonr  excellency  has  already  hml  the  satisfaction  of  learning  from  the  repre- 
sentative of  Peru  in  Wasliington,)  iii  the  manner  indicated  in  my  note  of  the  18th 
instant. 

Yonr  excellency  will  find  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  referred  to  in  our  comnnmi- 
cations,  together* with  a  copy  of  tlie  consular  protest,  signed  at  Lambayeqne. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  raise  any  questions 
as  to  the  form  of  the  existing  government  of  Peru.  WhetluT  it  be  a  governnnMit  de 
facto  or  dejure,  or  both,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Peru,  together  with  the  laws  of 
nation.s,nHist  decide;  but  your  excellency  will  see  by  the  inclostid  dispatch  that  I  have 
simply  complied  with  my  duty,  by  conunnnicating  with  what  my  government  is  pleased 
to  cull  a  goverinnent  de  facto.  If  the  government  of  Washiiigton  had  regarcled  the 
j»reM*'nt  government  of  Peni  as  a  government  dcjure,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity 
f«ir  any  informal  correspondence.  The  high  estimation  in  which  my  government  holds 
his  excellency  Sr.  D.  J.  A.  Garcia  y  Garcia,  now  the  representative  of  Peru  in  Wash- 
ington, together  with  the  ardent  desire  to  cultivate  busting  relations  of  fri<nidship 
between  our  respective  governments,  has  been  the  cause  of  placing  within  his 
knowledge  the  facts  contained  in  the  said  dispatch. 

Hoping  that  such  confidences  may  always  exist  between  our  respective  governments 
and  r«'presentatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ALVIX  P.  HOVEY. 

His  Excellency  Sr.  Dr.  Don  Juan  M.  Polar, 

Minister  bf  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Government  of  Peru. 
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Lima,  February  29, 186$. 

It  having  been  ordained  by  a  enpreme  resolntion  of  the  19th  of  the  present,  published 
in  the  official  bulletin  "  Peniano,"  No.  10,  that  the  8ub-prefiy!t  of  the  province  of  Lani- 
hayeque,  8n.  Jos^  Tomas  Tello,  be  suspended  from  his  duties  and  held  for  trial,  in 
order  to  investigate  the  acts  of  which  he  is  accused,  by  repeated  complaints  made  to 
the  government ;  remaining  expedite  the  right  of  the  applicant  to  place  before  the 
respective  courts  the  accusations  held  in  this  solicitude ;  return  this  solicitude  to  the 
charg6  d'affaires  and  consul  general  of  her  Britannic  M^eety,  with  the  corre«pondinji 
documents. 

Rubric  of  his  excellency,  POLAR 


Mr,  Hovey  to  8enor  Puento, 

Legation  of  the  Unttkd  States, 

Lima,  Xarember  20,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  republic  of  Peru,  has  the  honor  to  request  that  your  excel- 
lency will  appoint  a  time  and  place  at  which  he  may  present  his  original  letter  of  ere- 
dence,  in  person,  to  his  excolloucy  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Peru. 
An  official  copy  of  said  letter  of  credence  is  herewith  inclosed. 
Tlie  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

ALVm  P.  HOTEY. 
Dr.  Jo8±  Manuel  La  Puento, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Jffairs, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Garda. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  20,  1SC8. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stateof  tbe  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  ackno\Vledp:e  the  receipt  of  a  note  which  bears  date  on  the  14th 
instant,  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Garcia  y  Garcia,  ipinister  plenipotentiary  of  tlie 
republic  of  Peru  near  this  government. 

In  that  note  Mr.  Garcia  expresses  an  opinion  that  the  war  which  four 
allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  coast  heretofore  declared  against  Spain 
has  at  last  assumed  a  character  of  imperfect  peace. 

In  support  of  this  position,  Mr.  Garcia  observes  that  active  hostihties 
between  the  belligerents  ceased  on  the  2d  of  May,  1866,  and  tber 
have  not  been  renewed  since  that  day.  Mr.  Garcia  further  states  that 
it  is  publicly  known  that  in  January  last  the  belligerent  government* 
of  Chili  and  Spain,  through  their  diplomatic  agents  in  London,  jointly 
asked  permission  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  remove  beyond  Briti^ 
jurisdiction  armed  vessels  for  the  military  service  of  both.  Mr.  Garm 
further  mentions  that  it  is  also  reliably  known  that  Lord  Stanley,  alter 
mature  deliberation,  and  having  consulted  with  the  Crown  attorneys, 
granted  the  petition  of  those  ministers,  notwithstanding  a  protest  was 
presented  by  the  Peruvian  minister,  who  did  not  deem  it  his  duty  to 
assent  to  an  arrangement  for  which  he  had  no  authority. 

Upon  these  grounds  Mr.  Garcia,  in  the  name  of  Peru,  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerent republics,  asks  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will 
now  feel  itself  at  liberty  to  make  a  declaration  to  the  eflect  that  a  state 
of  war  is  no  longer  recognized  as  existing  between  the  republics  of  Pern, 
Chili,  Ecuador,  and  Bolivia  on  the  one  part,  and  Spain  on  the  other. 

The  undersigiied  has  the  honor  to  rex)ly  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  no  official  or  authentic  information  of  the  prot*eedings 
to  which  Mr.  Garcia  refers  as  having  taken  place  at  Lortdon.  This  gov- 
ernment is,  on  the  other  hand,  well  advised  that  Spain  continues  to 
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assert  in  a  collateral  cx)rrespondence  with  the  United  States  of  Colombia 
the  coutinaed  existence  of  a  st^ite  of  war  between  herself  and  the  here- 
tofore allied  belligerent  republics.  So  far  as  is  known  to  this  govern- 
ment, no  transaction  has  recently  occurred  within  the  United  States  by 
which  occasion  has  been  given  to  this  government  to  make  an  authori- 
tative declaration  upon  the  qiestion  which  Mr.  Garcia  now  submits, 
namely,  whether  the  state  of  war  between  the  belligerents  ought  to  be 
deemed  as  still  continuing,  or  whether  by  the  intermission  of  mutual 
hostilities  it  is  to  be  deemed  as  ha\dng  come  to  an  end.  Any  declara- 
tion which  this  government  might  make,  under  present  circumstances, 
upon  that  question  would  be  unnecessary  and  gratuitous,  and  it  might 
ultimately  prove  to  have  been  prematurely  and  erroneously  made.  The 
United  States,  constantly  desirous  of  the  establishment  of  perfect  peace 
and  friendly  relations  between  the  belligerents,  can  entertain  no  ques- 
tion presented  by  one  belligerent  without  giving  a  hearing  upon  the 
same  question  to  the  other  belligerent  parties.  For  this  reason  the 
undersigned  will  think  it  proper  to  furnish  a  copy  of  this  note  to  the 
Spanish  government,  and  also  to  the  governments  of  Ecuador  and  Chili. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Garcia 
a  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Jos^  Antonio  Garcia  t  Garcia,  <fec.,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Oareia, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  !i7, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  reply*  of  this 
department  to  a  note  of  Senor  Don  Ignacio  Gomez,  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  of  Nicaragua,  upon  the  subject  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  state  of  Central  Ajnerica  towards  putting  an  end  to  the 
war  between  Spain  on  the  one  side,  and  Ecuador,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and 
Chili  on  the  other. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seuor  Don  Jos£  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  cfec,  cfcc,  <fcc. 


Senor  Oarcia  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Translation.] 

Clarendon  Hotel,  Neic  York,  April  20, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of  yester- 
day, inclosing  the  reply  of  your  di»partment  to  a  note  of  Mr.  Ignacio 
Gomez,  the  Nicaragua  plenipotentiary,  communicating  to  your  excel- 
loncy  the  offer  of  his  government  to  intercede  between  the  allied  repub- 
lics and  Spain  to  effect  a  permanent  peace. 

The  sincere  and  friendly  interest  which  your  excellency  has  ever  shown 
for  the  conclusion  of  that  war,  and  which  you  repeat  in  your  reply,  wiD 
IMS  highly  appreciated  by  my  government. 

On  renewing  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  personal  con- 
i^icleration,  I  subscribe  myself  your  attentive  servant, 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  G.  Y  GAECIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d&c.,  cfcc,  &c. 

*  For  this  inclosure  see  page  646. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


900  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sefior  Oareia  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

.  Clarendon  Hotel,  Neic  Tarkj  May  8, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  note,  kar 
ing  date  20th  ultimo,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  reply  to  myeommuni 
cation  of  14th  of  same  month,  stating  that  any  declaration  your  govern 
nient  might  make,  under  present  circumstances,  upon  the  question  of 
neutrality,  would  be  unnecessary  and  gratuitous,  and  might  ultimaHv 
prove  to  have  been  prematurely  and  erroneously  made. 

Referring  to  some  of  the  considerations  submitted  b^'  me,  your  excfl 
lency  bases  your  conclusions  upon  the  ground  that  the  government  oi 
the  United  States  has  no  official  or  authentic  information  of  the  arraii^'^ 
ment  made  in  London  between  Spain  and  Chili  for  the  removal  of  armed 
vessels  of  both  nations,  while  on  the  other  hand  your  government  kno\fs 
that  Spain  continues  to  assert,  in  a  correspondence  with  the  UniutI 
Stales  of  Colombia,  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  between  herself  aiul 
the  allied  republics.  Your  excellency  also  adds  that  no  transaction  ]va> 
recently  occurred  within  the  United  States,  giving  occasion  to  your p»r 
ernment  to  make  an  authoritative  declaration  as  to  whether  such  state 
of  war  ought  to  be  deemed  as  still  continuing,  or  whether  by  the  inter 
mission  of  neutral  hostilities  it  is  to  be  deemed  as  ha\ing  come  to  an 
end. 

Although  the  object  of  my  communication  of  14th  ultimo  is  evident, 
your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  explain  it  fully.  Peru  having,  asyoiir 
excellency  knows,  interests  of  great  value  on  her  coasts,  and  islands  to 
watch  over  aird  protect,  was  desirous  of  obtaining  some  vessels  of  va: 
with  which  to  augment  her  standing  squadron,  without  special  refereoti 
to  the  interruption  in  her  relations  with  -Spain,  and  for  that  pun^^^^ 
found  a  very  favorable  occasion  in  the  public  offer  made  by  the  Set^ 
tary  of  the  Navy  of  this  country  for  the  sale  of  a  large  number  of  Vf* 
sels.  That  a  formal  state  of  war  no  longer  exists  betw  een  the  allinl  \t^ 
publics  and  Spain,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  condition  of  imperfect  i»ean. 
has  been  expressly  recognized  by  other  nations  which,  in  their  relati«ni» 
with  them,  have  resumed  the  normal  condition  of  affairs,  and  tins  j»ri»i 
would  have  been  enough  to  persuade  Peru  that  she  might  freely  ei\w 
and  remove  from  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  countiy  such  vessej^^* 
she  may  have  engaged,  had  not  the  profound  respect  she  has  ever  i^i'^ 
to  the  laws  of  other  nations,  and  the  particular  friendship  and  high  ni 
sideratiou  she  entertains  for  the  United  States,  impelled  her  to  mi  ^ 
from  your  excellency  a  declaration  deliberately  and  explicitly  n»le;4>in. 
yourself  from  all  obligations  of  a  neutrality  inconsistent  with  the  exi^ 
ing  state  of  affairs  before  carrying  into  effect  her  intention  of  semlin::  t- 
Peru  the  vessels  which  she  has  acquired,  and  which  she  will  certainly 
defer  doing  until  the  declaration  asked  for  shall  have  been  made,  or  r^ 
consent  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  been  given.  Suib  i* 
her  firm  resolution  with  due  regard  to  the  position  assnme<l  h\  tli' 
United  States,  whose  strict  neutrality  commenced  twenty  mouths  i>ri'«: 
to  the  fonnal  declaration  of  war,  and  is  still  continue<l  tWo  yean*  ait^r 
the  cessation  of  hostilities.  In  the  years  1865  and  1866,  Peru  ohtiiim': 
in  France  and  England,  with  the  knowledge  of  their  respective  gov«'m 
ments,  the  vessels  which  she  sent  for  to  the  United  States,  but  wli»^ 
neutrality  would  not  permit  her  to  secure,  and,  in  1868,  Chili  and  Sjui* 
have  obtained  like  benefits,  undoubtedly  because  the  present  situation 
has  been  deemed  identical  with  the  former. 
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The  example  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  recalling  to  your  excellency's 
mind,  of  the  conduct  observed  by  the  United  States  and  other  jwwers 
subse^juent  to  the  war  of  indei)endence  between  Spain  and  the  new 
American  republics,  is  so  analogous  to  the  events  of  the  present  time, 
and  its  significance  so  great,  that  the  necessity  of  putting  an  immedi- 
ate stop  to  the  obligations  of  neutrality  in  consonance  with  the  de  facto 
cessation  of  war,  can  only  be  ignored  by  condemning  the  five  nations 
involved  in  the  Pacific  difficulties,  and  the  neutral  states  to  which  they 
are  bound  by  the  ties  of  commerce  and  industry,  to  all  the  restrictions 
of  a  state  of  war  which  does  not  exist,  and  for  an  indefinite  period  which 
an  unhappy  precedent  might  prolong  to  another  forty  years.  When  the 
new  American  republics  triumphed  over  their  adversary,  obliging  her 
to  abandon  the  continent  of  America,  in  1824  and  1820,  not  only  were 
they  recognized  by  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  other  nations, 
but  they  at  once  found  all  markets  open  to  them  for  the  purchase  of 
vessels,  armaments,  and  whatever  else  they  needed,  notwithstanding 
they  had  made  no  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  spite  of  the  latter's  persist- 
ing in  defending  as  natural  her  right  to  reconquer  her  lost  colonies.  The 
policy  which  inspired  such  a  course  was  prudent,  humanizing,  and  pro- 
ductive of  great  good  to  civilization,  and  it  is  to-day  demanded  by  the 
same  great  interests  suflering  from  a  similar  state  of  afiairs. 

Diff'ering  from  the  past,  there  now  exists  in  support  of  my  opinion 
the  agreement  made  in  London  between  S])ain  and  Chili  for  the  removal 
of  their  war  vessels,  which  clearly  and  of  right  annuls  the  state  of  war. 
Your  excellency  has,  nevertheless,  not  taken  that  significant  event  into 
serious  consideration,  beeause,  as  you  are  pleased  to  say,  it  is  not  known 
to  your  government  in  an  official  or  authentic  manner. 

A  fact  so  notorious,  the  publicity  of  which  commenced  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  which  has  been  repeated  by  the  press  throughout  the 
world,  would  of  itself  place  beyond  doubt  the  truth  of  its  existence ;  but 
your  excellency  has,  in  the  United  States  legation  at  London,  the  sure 
means  of  acquiring  that  information  which  may  also  be  obtaine<l  from 
the  representatives  of  Spain  and  Chili  in  Washington,  and  of  the  truth 
of  which  I  now  formally  assure  your  excellency.  I  permit  myself  to 
iofiist  on  this  point,  as  it  shows  that  the  wishes  of  my  government  are  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  conduct  of  Chili  and  Spain,  and  that  it  is  due 
to  justice  to  acknowledge  that  in  seeking  to  increase  their  respective 
navies,  which  during  the  past  four  years  have  suffered  considerably,  all 
are  yielding  to  the  same  peaceful  inspirations,  and  to  the  same  motives 
of  convenience,  and  the  requirements  of  their  home  service. 

It  would  not  be  just  to  deem  an  act  of  Peru  vituperable,  which  has  a 
precedent  in  the  doings  of  the  other  two  nations,  when  they  declare  that 
what  they  do  is  in  the  exercise  of  a  perfect  right.  The  acts  being  iden- 
tical, it  is  in  the  nature  of  things  to  qualify  them  alike ;  it  cannot  be 
wrong  for  Peru  to  acquire  vessels  in  the  United  States,  and  right  and 
praiseworthy  for  Spain  and  Chili  to  obtain  them  in  England. 

The  fact  of  Spain's  continuing  to  assert  in  a  collateral  corre8i>ondence 
with  the  United  States  of  Colombia  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war,  can- 
not be  a  reason  to  guide  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  its  reso- 
lutions. That  fact,  if  it  proves  anything,  shows  an  open  contradiction 
in  the  conduct  of  Spain.  To  ask  from  the  British  government,  conjointly 
with  one  of  the  republics  allied  against  her,  permission  to  remove  armed 
vessels,  allowable  by  international  law  only  in  time  of  peace,  and  to 
assure  another  government,  in  furtherance  of  different  interests,  that  a 
state  of  war  stiU  exists,  your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  say,  is,  at  least, 
not  logical.    Moreover,  a  state  of  war  cannot  be  maintained  by  mere 
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written  declarations.  Should  so  absurd  a  doctrine  be  recognized,  smaller 
powers  unable  to  carry  on  an  eflfective  war  against  strong  nations,  or  the 
latter,  should  they  wish  not  to  waste  their  time  and  means  in  fighting 
weaker  countries,  would  prefer  to  carry  on  a  paper  war,  as  being  both 
easier  and  cheaper  than  those  which  are  settled  by  arms,  as  well  as  more 
disastrous  to  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  world.  For  the  simple 
act  of  hostility,  termed  a  blockade,  the  law  of  nations  requires  the  employ- 
ment of  an  effective  force  sufficient  to  keejj  the  i>orts  closed :  with  how 
much  more  reason,  then,  should  it  be  claimed,  as  but  just,  and  asdemanded 
by  common  sense  and  the  requirements  of  other  countries  whase  inter- 
ests suffer  so  greatly  by  the  ravages  of  iuternational  wars,  that  all  hos- 
tilities should  also  be  effective,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  and  not  mere  written  manifestations,  which  would  make 
wars  all  the  more  lasting  and  disastrous  according  to  the  ob8tina<*y  of 
the  belligerents,  or  of  the  one  who  had  the  least  to  lose  in  the  struggle. 

Nor  is  the  London  agreement  the  only  act  which  proves  the  cessation 
of  a  state  of  war.  The  acknowledgment  of  such  cessation  is  also  found 
in  public  official  acts  done  in  the  United  States  by  the  agents  of  Spain, 
acquiesced  in  by  the  national  authorities,  and  not  objected  to  by  the 
allied  republics.  The  Spanish  war  vessel  Gerona  arrived  in  this  port  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  month,  and  after  exchanging  salutes  with 
the  forts  of  this  harbor,  took  out  her  guns,  entered  a  dock,  repaired  her 
bottom,  painted  her  hull,  and  examined  her  machinery,  &c.  The  iron- 
clad Tetuan  is  now  en  route  for  this  port  for  like  repairs.  A  manufac- 
turer in  the  State  of  New  York  is  manufacturing  arms  for  Spain,  and  is 
today  preparing  forty  thousand  of  Bordeaux  rifles  for  the  military  service 
of  that  nation.  None  of  these  acts  would  be  lawful  if  it  were  deemed 
that  a  state  of  war  exists.  When  the  Spanish  frigates  Carmen  and  Isabel 
la  Catolica  arrived  at  this  port  for  repairs  early  in  1866,  I  announced  to 
your  excellency,  in  compliance  with  my  duty,  that  war  had  broken  oat 
between  the  allied  republics  and  Spain,  and  solicited  from  you  a  decla- 
ration of  neutrality.  Your  excellency  was  pleased  to  make  such  declara- 
tion, and  the  above-mentioned  vessels  left  New  York  without  doing  that 
for  which  they  came,  notwithstanding  the  statement  published  in  the 
newspaper,  which  serves  as  the  organ  of  Spain  here,  that  the  free  use  of 
the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  had  been  tendered  to  them.  But  now  the  allies 
have  neither  protested,  nor  has  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
its  own  motion  prevented  an  act  which  international  law  forbids  a  bel- 
ligerent's doing  within  neutral  territory.  Thus  perfectly  have  all  coin- 
cided in  their  estimate  of  the  actual  condition  of  things,  and  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  invest  with  characters  it  does  not  possess,  to  qualify 
in  any  other  way  than  that  of  an  impeifect  peace. 

It  for  want  of  any  preceding  act  the  government  of  yonr  excdlency 
has  hitherto  found  no  occasion  for  the  declaration  which  I  asked  for,  as 
t-o  the  suspension  of  neutrality,  the  present  oifers  one  worthy  of  all  o&r- 
sideration.  It  will  serve  not  to  define  past  occurrences,  but  to  authorixe 
future  doings,  permitting  Peru  to  equip  and  remove  from  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  republic,  for  her  service,  two  vessels  which  she  will 
otherwise  keep  in  your  waters  until  she  can  lawfully  send  tiiem  away 
without  offense  to  your  laws.  Peru  has  no  intention  of  changing  tiie 
existing  condition  of  affairs  in  her  relations  with  Spain  by  renewing 
hostilities  to  which  she  may  not  be  directly  provoked,  and  much  less 
does  she  propose  to  attack  or  invade  the  colonies  of  that  nation.  In 
completing  her  fortifications  on  land,  and  her  naval  defenses,  she  has  no 
special  view  as  to  the  war  with  Spain  nor  any  other  power.  Taught  by 
the  events  of  the  past,  she  merely  wishes  to  supply  herself  with  all  the 
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means  wliich  a  nation  should  possess,  at  tlie  present  time,  in  order  to 
make  her  autonomy  and  her  rights  respecte<l,  as  an  independent  nation, 
against  any  unjust  aggressor  who  may  attempt  to  attack  them. 

These  declarations,  which  your  excellency  should  accept  upon  the  faith 
of  my  government,  furnish  the  most  ample  security  as  to  tlie  use  whicli 
it  proposes  to  make  of  the  military  elements  it  now  possesses  within  its 
own  territory,  and  of  those  it  has  subsequently  sought  in  this  and  other 
countries. 

If,  in  onler  to  accede  to  the  request  which  I  have  thus  expressed,  it 
should  be  necessary  to  give  you  a  positive  promise  that  the  vessels  which 
leave  the  United  States  will  go  direct  to  Peru,  without  attacking  or  in 
any  way  molesting  those  of  other  nations,  without  any  exception  what- 
ever, and  without  injuring  or  threatening  their  possessions,  I  thereunto 
pledge  the  honor  of  the  government  of  Peru  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  with  great  satisfaction  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  with  which 
I  subscribe  myself  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

JOSfi  AI^TONIO  G.  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfcc,  <£-c.,  &c. 


Senor  Oarcia  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Translation.] 

Clarendon  Hotel, 

New  York,  July  28, 1868. 

Sib:  Complying  with  your  excellency's  desire,  it  affords  me  pleasure 
to  resume  in  titiis  communication  the  subject  of  which  we  treated  in  our 
interview  of  the  10th  instant,  and,  for  this  purpose,  to  submit  to  your 
excellency's  impartial  judgment  a  few  more  considerations  which  I  deem 
it  not  amiss  to  recall  to  your  mind,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
matter  which  has  occasioned  this  correspondence. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  in  my  note  of  8th  May  last, 
that  Peru  had  purchased  two  monitors  in  this  republic,  and  that  in  the 
exercise  of  what,  in  the  actual  condition  of  her  international  relations, 
she  deems  a  perfect  right,  and  with  the  consent  of  your  excellency's 
government,  she  proposes  to  send  those  vessels  to  the  Pacific. 

Pending  the  receipt  of  a  definite  answer  to  that  communication  from 
the  Department  of  State,  I  have  received  especial  instructions  to  carry 
the  aforesaid  purpose  into  effect,  the  favorable  season  for  the  navigation 
of  those  vessels  being  close  at  hand,  and  for  that  purpose,  as  I  explained 
to  your  excellency  at  the  interview  already  referred  to,  to  solicit  the  pre- 
vious and  explicit  consent  of  the  United  States  government,  which  is 
now  free  to  grant  such  permission,  inasmuch  as  all  obligations  of  neu- 
trality have  ceased  with  the  interruption  or  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
the  war  on  the  Pacific. 

The  only  cause  which  could  now  in  any  way  abridge  the  right  of  Peru 
freely  to  procure  naval  armaments  in  this  or  any  other  country  would 
be  the  existence  of  an  effective  state  of  war  identical  to  that  in  which 
said  republic  and  Spain  were  placed  by  the  oflScial  declaration  made  at 
Lima  on  the  14th  January,  1866,  and  which  terminated  on  the  2d  of 
May,  of  the  same  year,  with  the  signal  victory  of  the  Peruvian  arms, 
which  compelled  the  naval  forces  of  Spain  not  only  to  abandon  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  but  also  to  desist  from  every  military  operation  or  any  sub- 
seqaent  act  of  hostility  against  the  four  nations  allied  for  the  common 
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defense.  That  sitnation  has  remained  unchanged  for  the  last  two  and  a 
half  years,  and  so  notable  a  circumstance  would  of  itself  suflBce  to  prove 
that  at  present  a  state  of  war  exists  but  nominally,  and  that  all  other 
nations,  therefore,  are  authorized  to  consider  it  as  terminated  so  long  as 
the  bellif^erents  do  not  renew  it  by  continued  and  effective  acts  of  war» 
were  there  not  in  addition  thereto  innumerable  other  acts  of  deep  signi- 
ficance i>erformed  indiscriminately  by  the  various  parties  engaged  in  the 
quarrel,  and  even  by  other  nations  having  relations  with  them,  to  con- 
firm in  an  irrefutable  manner  the  truth  of  that  situation. 

Your  excellencj^  will  recollect  that  on  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  squad- 
ron in  the  waters  of  Callao  they  at  first  sought  neutral  port«,  and  then 
those  of  their  own  country,  in  various  divisions  and  distinct  routes,  to 
repair  the  disasters  of  that  engagement.  Two  and  a  half  years  should 
have  suflBced  for  that  purpose  or  to  send  a  new  expedition  to  carry  on 
the  campaign,  had  the  Spanish  government,  taught  by  its  recent  experi- 
ence, not  formed  the  delibei*ate  intention  of  considering  as  terminated 
by  that  deed  of  arms  all  the  unhappy  projects  which  had  sent  its  flag  to 
Sonth  America.  The  complete  inactivity  maintained  by  Spain  since  that 
memorable  event,  the  unequivocal  evidence  which  she  has  on  different 
occasions  given  of  her  desire  to  settle  her  differences  with  the  allied  i^ 
publics  by  means  of  treaties  rather  than  by  arms,  her  abdication  of  the 
rules  of  war,  of  which  I  have  spoken  to  your  excellency  in  pre\ions  dis- 
patches, by  entering  into  an  agreement  at  London  with  one  of  her  adver- 
saries for  the  removal  of  armed  vessels  of  both  nations  from  British 
ship-yards,  the  use  which  she  officially  asked  and  obtained  of  both  pri- 
vate and  naval  docks  and  shiivyards  in  the  United  States,  in  which  to 
repair  the  frigate  Gerona  and  the  iron-clad  Tetuan,  restoring  their 
offensive  powers  and  consequently  fitting  them  for  the  8er^ices  and  fa- 
tigues of  a  campaign,  acts  in  open  contradiction  to  the  principles  of  in- 
terimtional  law,  and  which  your  excellency's  government  would  certainly 
not  have  permitted  had  Spain  recognized  the  existence  of  an  effectual 
state  of  war  between  herself  and  the  allies  of  the  Pacific,  and,  finally, 
the  respect  paid  by  her  vessels  of  war,  at  present  stationed  on  the  coasts 
of  Colombia,  to  the  flag  of  one  of  the  allied  republics,  under  which  t«ro 
sailing  vessels  are  now  not  only  passing  them  almost  daily,  but  on  one 
occasion,  while  engaged  in  matters  of  commerce,  receiv^  assistance 
from  the  said  Spanish  steamers,  having  been  towed  by  them ;  all  these 
confirm  the  belief  that  in  abandoning  active  hostilities,  Spain,  who  was 
the  aggressor,  has  renoimced  the  rights  of  an  effectual  state  of  war,  and 
consequently  relieved  all  other  nations  from  the  obligations  of  a  neu- 
trality wliich,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  purposeless. 

That  the  allied  republics,  comprehending  the  position  in  which  Spain 
was  placed  by  the  battles  and  obstacles  she  encountered  in  the  Pacific, 
have' accepted  her  withdrawal,  and  the  attitude  at  present  maintained 
by  her,  as  an  implicit  desistance  from  war,  is  confirmed  by  numenws 
acts.  To  them  the  situation  is  plain;  war  exists  in  principle,  and  so  long 
as  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace  is  not  entered  into  may  be  renewed  at  any 
moment;  but  de  facto  it  has  ceased,  and  all  of  them  respect  the  actual 
condition  of  affairs  in  consideration  of  their  true  interests  and  of  the 
upright  intentions  which  animate  them.  Thus,  Chili  entered  into  the 
agreement  at  Ix)ndou,  already  commented  on  by  me,  took  out  two  iron- 
clad corvettes  in  May  last,  and  is  now  building  a  monitor  at  the  same 
place.  The  President  of  that  republic,  in  his  last  message  to  the  na- 
tional congress,  states  that  the  extraordinary  powers  conferred  upon 
him  to  carry  on  the  war  with  Spain  are  now  no  longer  necessary,  and 
asks  that  they  may  be  annulled,  inasmuch  as  that  war  has  ceased  in  fiict. 
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and  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  it«  renewal.  Animated  by  the  same  con- 
victiou,  that  government,  with  the  Peruvian,  have  dissolved  the  allied 
squadron,  and  both  countries  have  suppressed  the  command  in  general, 
and  the  naval  divisions  of  astat«  of  war,  and  their  vessels  have  returned 
to  their  ordinary  stations.  Nothing  of  this  would  have  occurred,  es- 
pecially when  it  would  have  been  so  easy  for  them  with  their  ironclads 
to  atlac-k  and  destroy  the  wooden  vessels  which  Spain  has  at  the  Philip- 
pines and  on  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America,  as  also  to  prey  upon 
Spanish  commerce  by  means  of  privateers.  Nor  would  the  return  of 
the  exiled  Spaniards  to  the  territory  of  those  republics  have  been 
allowed  had  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  been  otherwise  considered  by 
them,  and  were  they  not  animated  with  the  sincere  desire  to  alter  it  in 
no  way  on  their  part  unless  provoked  thereto  by  new  aggressions,  or 
unless  unhappy  causes  should  occur  to  render  it  unavoidable. 

The  situation  created  by  the  nature  and  incidents  of  the  war,  and  by 
the  temporary  difficulties  which  have  hitherto  prevented  an  understand- 
ing by  which  to  amve  at  a  solution  of  this  question,  constitutes  an 
anomalous  state  which,  in  principle,  is  evidently  one  of  war  for  the  bellig- 
erents, although  it  be  in  fact  an  uncovenanted  truce  or  a  de  fa<ito  peace, 
which  they  alone  have  the  right  to  change  into  a  new  war  by  the  simple 
renewal  of  hostilities  and  prior  notification  thereof;  but  so  long  as  this 
does  not  take  place,  all  authorities  on  the  law  of  nations  restore  to  other 
states,  in  view  of  the  existing  order  of  affairs,  full  liberty  to  exercise  all 
those  rights  which  are  abridged  or  limited  by  an  actual  war. 

Hauteteuille's  opinion,  by  its  precision  and  truth,  is  decisive  on  this 
point.  "The  duties,"  he  says,  "imposed  on  neutral  nations  by  a  state 
of  war,  refer  expressly  and  essentially  to  that  state.  Whenever,  for 
any  reason,  this  ceases,  although  it  be  but  temiwrarily,  the  duties  of 
neutrals  likewise  cease,  and  peace,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is  per- 
fectly re-established  during  the  suspension  of  arms.  They  then  recover 
aU  rights  which  had  been  modified  by  war,  and  may  exercise  them 
during  the  time  fixed  for  the  duration  of  the  truce,  if  such  term  has 
been  fixed  by  agreement,  or  until  the  renewal  of  hostilities  shall  have 
been  officially  notified  to  them,  if  the  suspension  of  arms  has  been  in- 
definite." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  celebration  of  treaties  is  not  an  essential  con- 
dition of  peace.  War  may  terminate  by  the  mere  suspension  of  all  acts 
of  force,  and  this  offers  to  neutrals  the  same  guarantees  and  assures  to 
them  the  same  rights  which  they  could  derive  from  the  stipulation  of 
an  express  covenant.  Pinheiro-Ferreira,  although  he  does  not  elucidate 
this  doctrine,  recognizes  it  in  these  words:  "It  is  seldom  that  war  ter- 
minates with  the  mere  cessation  of  hostilities.  There  is  ordinarily  a  cov- 
enant, more  or  less  express,  which  constitutes  the  treaty  of  peace." 
Heffter,  a  very  respectable  authority  among  writers  of  international  law, 
puts  forth  this  doctrine:  "That  belligerents  are  not  obliged  to  put  an 
end  to  hostilities  by  means  of  formal  conventions,  although  custom  and 
expediency  may  counsel  such  proceeding;"  and  he  adds,  "they  may,  on 
the  contrary,  by  a  sort  of  tacit  agreement,  suspend  hostilities  and  re- 
establish reciprocal  relations  of  friendship,  in  which  case  no  third  power 
is  allowed  to  act  as  if  hostilities  were  continued." 

"The  statu  qtu>  accepted  by  the  belligerents  on  the  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities will  naturally  serve,  in  such  a  case,  as  the  basis  for  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  relations  of  peace." 

This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  the  example,  given  by  Von  Steck,  of 
the  war  between  Sweden  and  Poland,  which  terminated  de  fa/cto  with 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  1716,  although  the  de  jure  restoration  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


906  DIPLOMATIC    COBRESPOXDENCE, 

I)eace  was  not  recognized  until  ten  years  later,  by  letters  mutually  ex- 
changed between  the  sovereigns  of  both  countries.    The  prolonged  and 
bloody  struggles  between  Spain  and  the  new  American  republics,  al- 
though decided  on  many  a  battle-field  between  1809  and  1826,  have  only 
been  slowly  and  gradually  settled  by  written  treaties  during  the  course 
of  forty  years,  and  two  of  said  republics  are  this  day,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  half  a  century,  still  in  a  state  of  de  facto  or  imperfect  peace, 
never  having  settled  by  treaty  the  condition  of  their  relations  with  the 
mother  country.    The  war  entered  into  under  the  name  of  Italian  unity, 
between  that  kingdom  and  the  Pontifical  States,  in  which  the  former  by 
force  of  arms  took  possession  of  some  important  provinces  of  the  Holy 
See,  has,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  years,  never  been  brought  to  a 
close  by  any  treaty  between  the  sovereigns  of  the  two  nations;  the  rav- 
ages of  the  invasion  ceased  by  means  of  treaties  c^ebrated  with  a  thuii 
power  clothed  with  the  protectorate  of  those  states.    Lastly,  the  inva- 
sion of  Mexico  by  the  joint  armies  of  England,  Spain,  and  France,  and 
the  persistent  intervention  of  the  latter  in  the  internal  affairs  of  that 
republic,  present  the  most  decisive  example  in  confirmation  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  I  have  laid  before  your  excellency.    Those  doings  gave  rise 
to  a  formal  and  positive  state  of  war  between  Mexico  and  the  three  na- 
tions aforementioned,  which  was  recognized  by  the  United  States  as  well 
as  by  other  impartial  governments,  and  which  imposed  upon  tbem  the 
duties  consequent  to  that  situation.    The  contest  terminated  by  the  with- 
drawal of  some  of  the  invaders,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  others.    No 
treaty  has  been  celebrated  between  the  late  belligerents;  the  intemiption 
of  all  official  intercourse  between  them  still  exists,  and,  notwithstanding 
this,  the  war  is  considered  as  de  facto  terminated,  and  all  obstacles,  po- 
litical, commercial,  and  otherwise,  incident  to  that  abnormal  state  of 
affairs,  have  been  voluntarily  removed  by  the  United  States,  as  also  by 
all  other  nations  similarly  situated. 

The  actual  state  of  affairs,  wben  notoriously  established,  is  the  only 
rule  by  which,  in  view  of  a  strife  between  two  or  more  nations,  to  de^ne 
the  position  which  of  right  belongs  to  non-belligerent  powers.  It  is  the 
only  possible  guide — the  only  legitimate  one — when  treating  of  so  sad 
and  disastrous  an  event  as  war.  Those  belligerents  which,  from  impo- 
tency,  exhaustion,  or  tor  any  other  reason,  cannot  or  do  not  wish  to  con- 
tinue hostilities,  have  no  right  to  impose  upon  other  nations,  to  the  in- 
terests, the  restrictions  and  burdens  of  a  situation  which  they  themselvee 
have  abandoned. 

The  contrary  doctrine  would  give  a  nominal  or  paper  war,  so  far  as 
neutrals  were  concerned,  all  the  rigors  of  a  struggle  in  which  victory  is 
purchased  with  the  blood  of  the  belligerents.  But,  fortunately,  this  L^ 
not  the  case.  Common  reason,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  practise  (rf 
all  enlightened  governments  have  marked  out  a  very  clear  line  of  con- 
duct for  neutrals.  Whenever  a  iwlitical  or  military  act  is  evident,  they 
have  the  right  to  proclaim  it  so,  and  to  act  accordingly ;  the  rule  of  theff 
action  dei)ends  therefore  upon  the  doings  or  in  the  attitude  of  the  belli- 
gerents. To  recognize  a  fact  is  but  to  declare  the  truth  as  it  exists,  and 
this  is  not  only  a  right  but  an  imperative  duty,  which  on  the  other  hand 
cannot  in  the  least  affect  the  position  nor  the  rights  of  the  disagreeing 
parties. 

The  annals  of  diplomacy  furnish  striking  examples,  which  by  analogy 
completely  illustrate  the  present  case.  Queen  Elizabeth  recog^ed  the 
independence  of  the  Netherlands,  who  revolted  against  Spain  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  England  entered  into  a  treaty  in  1585  with  the 
United  Provinces,  in  si^ite  of  the  protests  of  Spain,  upon  the  ground, 
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aside  from  the  reasons  of  conrenience,  that  the  independence  of  said 
proAnnces  was  an  accomplished  fact. 

In  answer  to  the  representations  made  by  England  against  the  recog- 
nition of  the  iudei>endence  of  the  United  States  by  France,  the  latter, 
among  other  considerations,  stated  "  that  her  declaration  to  the  court  of 
London,  dated  14th  of  March,  1778,  concerning  that  recognition,  was 
based  on  the  unanswerable  fact  that  the  Americans  were  in  possession 
of  their  independence  when  the  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  were 
concluded  on  the  Gth  of  Februaiy,  1778,  and  that  according  to  the  equally 
unanswerable  doctrines  of  public  law,  that  fact  was  sufficient  to  justify 
the  King's  entering  into  his  engagements  without  examining  the  question 
of  the  legality  of  that  independence.''  "  That  is  sufficient  for  his  Majesty's 
jostitication  that  the  colonies,  which  by  their  population  and  the  extent 
of  their  territory  formed  a  considerable  nation,  had  established  their 
independence,  not  only  by  solemn  declaration  but  also  in  fact,  and  that 
they  had  maintained  it  against  all  the  eftbrts  of  England,  and  such  was 
the  position  of  the  United  States  when  the  King  negotiated  with  them." 

Speaking  of  the  desolating  and  unfruitful  war  maintained  by  Spain 
against  her  former  colonies  in  America,  and  initiating  the  recognition  of 
their  sovereignty,  the  President,  James  Monroe,  in  a  special  message  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  dated  8th  March,  1822,  said  as  fol- 
lows: 

Fox  the  last  three  years  the  government  of  Spain  has  not  sent  a  single  corps  of  troops 
to  any  part  of  that  country,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  helieve  it  wiU  send  any  in  future. 
Thus  it  is  manifest  that  all  those  provinces*  are  not  only  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
independence^  hut,  considering  the  state  of  the  war  and  other  circumstances,  that  there 
is  not  the  most  remote  prosiKJct  of  their  heiug  deprived  of  it. 

When  we  regard,  then,  the  greath  length  of  time  which  this  war  has  been  prosecuted, 
the  complete  success  which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  provinces,  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  parties,  and  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it,  we 
are  compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settled,  and  that  the  provinces  which  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  be  recognized. 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated  to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest 
manner,  our  friendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but  to  observe  in  all  respiM;ts, 
as  heretofore,  should  the  war  be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  between  them. 
*  •  *  The  measure  is  proposed  under  a  thorough  conviction  that  it  is  in  strict  accord 
•with  the  law  of  nations;  that  it  is  just  and  right  to  the  parties;  and  that  the  United 
States  owe  it  to  their  station  and  character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
interests,  to  adopt  it. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Aftairs  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
through  Mr.  Eussell,  presented  to  that  same  Congress,  on  the  19th  of 
March,  a  very  luminous  report  which,  among  other  doctrines,  contained 
the  following: 

The  political  right  of  this  nation  (United  States)  to  acknowledge  their  independ- 
ence, without  offending  others,  does  not  depend  on  its  justice,  but  on  its  actual  estab- 
lishment. To  justify  such  a  recognition  by  us,  it  is  necessary  only  to  show,  as  is  already 
sufficiently  shown,  that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are,  within  their  respective 
limits,  exclusively  sovereign,  and  thus  in  fact  independent.  ♦  «  *  Whatever  may 
be  the  policy  of  Spain,  however,  in  resi)ect  to  her  former  American  colonies,  our  recog- 
nition of  their  independence  can  neither  affect  her  rights  nor  impair  her  means  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  policy.  We  cannot  for  this  iH^dy  be  justly  accused  of  aiding 
in  the  attainment  of  an  independence  which  has  already  been  established  without  our 
AAsistance.  Besides,  our  recogiiitiofl  must  necessarily  lie  co-existent  with  the  fact  on 
which  it  is  founded  and  cannot  survive  it.  While  the  nations  of  Spanish  America  are 
aetoally  independent,  it  is  simply  to  speak  the  truth  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  so.  *  * 
Sliould  Spain,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principles  and  acknowledged  interests,  renew 
tli«  war  for  the  conquest  of  South  America  we  shall  indeed  regret  it ;  but  we  shall 
observe,  as  we  have  done  between  the  independent  parties,  an  honest  and  strict  neu- 
trality. But,  on  the  other  hand,  should  Spain,  faithful  to  ner  own  glory  and  prosper- 
ity, consent  that  her  offspring  in  the  New  World  should  eiyoy  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment equaUy  with  their  brethren  in  the  Old,  we  shall  sincerely  rejoice ;  and  we  shall 
cberish  with  equal  satisfaction,  and  cultivate  with  equal  assiduity,  the  friendship  of 
regenerated  Spain  and  of  emancipated  America. 
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There  is,  therefore,  in  the  matter  of  which  I  treat,  the  most  complete 
harmony  between  the  recognized  rules  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
practices  observed  by  the  most  cultivated  peoples  between  the  saprj^ei^ 
tions  of  an  enlightened  reason  and  the  precedents  which  the  traditional 
policy  of  numerous  governments  have  converted  into  precepts  of  posi- 
tive right.  That  doctrine  may  be  summed  up  in  these  two  jirinciples : 
a  war  may  terminate  not  only  by  means  of  treaties,  but  also  de  facto  by 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and,  in  the  latter  case,  although  the  belliger- 
ents have  the  right  to  renew  it,  all  restrictions  and  the  obligations  of 
neutrality  cease,  who  are  de  facto  restored  to  the  relations  of  a  state  of 
peace  with  the  former,  so  long  as  the  situation  is  not  changed  by  formal 
and  effective  acts  of  force  previously  announced  to  other  nations;  the 
actual  recognized  state  of  affairs,  be  it  in  treating  of  the  cessation  of  a 
war,  or  the  struggles  of  a  people  seeking  to  achieve  or  recover  their 
indei)endence,  or,  finally,  of  any  international  situation  not  clearly  estate 
lished  by  express  treaties,  fully  and  legitimately  authorizes  all  other 
nations  at  once  to  resume  every  right  which  may  have  been  abridged  by 
war,  without,  in  so  doing,  in  any  manner  qualifying  the  motives  or  con- 
troverted rights  of  the  belligerents. 

The  application  of  these  rules,  which  your  excellency  will  find  in  con- 
formity with  the  principles  of  your  government  and  the  laws  of  this 
great  nation,  and  in  harmony  with  the  just  demands  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  universal  interests,  is  obvious  and  conclusive  in  the  present  ixisition 
of  the  United  States  with  regartl  to  the  interrupted  or  de  facto  termin- 
ated war  between  Spain  and  the  allied  republics,  and  decides  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  both  to  your  excellency's  government  and  to  that  which  I 
have  the  honor  of  representing,  the  pending  question  of  the  si>ee<ly 
departure  for  the  Pacific  of  the  Peruvian  monitors,  at  present  lying  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans.  I  believe  myself  authorized  to  trust  that  yoiu- 
excellency,  giving  immediate  attention  to  this  matter,  will  be  pleased  to 
decide  it  in  the  favorable  manner  warranted  as  well  by  the  incontrovert- 
ible right  of  my  government  to  solicit  penuission  to  take  out  those  ves- 
sels, as  by  that  of  the  United  States  to  grant  it. 

The  foregoing  would  undoubtedly  suffice  for  the  end  in  view,  when 
addressing  an  upright  and  enlightened  government,  such  as  that  of  your 
excellency's;  but  the  government  of  Peru  voluntarily  and  deliberately 
desires  to  offer  to  yours  the  most  perfect  security  as  to  the  rectitude  of 
its  intentions  in  sending  those  vessels  to  the  coasts  of  the  republic,  and 
for  that  purpose  has  instructed  me  to  reiterate  expressly  in  its  name,  to 
the  United  States  government,  the  formal  promise  that  the  monitors 
will  leave  for  the  Pacific  without  attacking  or  in  any  way  mole^tin^ 
any  vessels  or  possessions  of  Spain,  and  without  committing  any  act  of 
hostility,  directly  or  indirectly,  against  the  flag  of  that  nation,  either  at 
sea  or  on  land,  to  which  they  may  not  be  provoked.  The  honor  of  the 
Peruvian  government,  I  again  repeat  on  this  occasion,  guarantees  to 
your  excellency  the  strict  fulfillment  of  this  solemn  promise. 

Trusting  that  this  dispatch,  which  the  gravity  and  great  importance 
of  the  matter  have  made  too  long,  will  merit  the  favorable  reception 
which  my  government  has  well-founded  reasons  for  exi)ecting  will  In- 
given  by  that  of  your  excellency's  to  the  subject  which  has  occa^sionetl 
it,  I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself,  with  the  highest  considera- 
tion, your  excellency's  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  AXTONIO  G.  Y  GABCLA. 

lion.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  etc.,  ttc. 


Digitized  tey  VjOOQ  IC 


PERU.  909 

Seftor  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  September  7, 1868. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  Don 
Jos^  Balta  assumed  the  presidency  of  Peru  on  the  2d  of  August  last, 
confttitutionally  elected  to  that  important  position  by  the  national  will, 
»and  that  he  has  formed  his  cabinet  of  the  following  persons :  Doctor 
Don  Pedro  Galvez,  president  of  the  council  of  ministers,  minister  of 
government,  police,  and  public  works ;  Doctor  Don  Jos(6  Antonio  Bar- 
renechea,  minister  of  foreign  affairs ;  Doctor  Don  Luciano  Benjamin 
Cisneros,  minister  of  justice,  public  instruction,  beneficence,  and  worship ; 
Colonel  Don  Juan  Francisco  Balta,  minister  of  war  and  marine ;  and 
Doctor  Don  Francisco  Garcia  Calderon,  minister  of  finance  and  com- 
merce. 

The  new  government  of  Peru  is  formed  of  men  who  are  distinguished 
for  their  patriotism  and  intelligence,  and  I  can  assure  jou  that  the  inter- 
national policy  of  the  new  administration  will  continue  to  be  just  and 
courteous  in  its  relations  with  other  governments ;  and  that  the  nation 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  will  make  it  a  special  duty  to  cul- 
tivate and  strengthen  its  present  friendliness  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration, 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  G.  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  dtc.^  dtc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Oarcia, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  8, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Balta 
assumed  the  presidency  of  Peru  on  the  2d  of  August  last,  having  been 
constitutionally  elected  to  that  important  position  by  the  national  will. 
By  dispatches  received  at  this  department,  I  have  been  advised  that  Mr. 
Hovey,  United  States  minister  to  that  republic,  having  been  so  directed, 
already  formally  recognized  the  new  government.  His  proceedings  have 
been  approved. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  peace  is  now  prevailing  in  Peru,  and  that  the 
new  administration  seems  to  be  well  established.  I  sincerely  trust  that 
that  interesting  and  friendly  republic  may  continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  internal  tranquillity  and  wise  administration. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Don  Jos£  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  <fec.,  etc.,  d'c. 
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Senor  Oarda  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translatipn.] 

Clarendon  Hotel, 
New  York^  September  10, 1868. 

Sir  :  Having  been  honored  by  your  excellency  at  our  interview  of  the 
8th  instant  with  the  official  notification  that  Peru  is  at  liberty  to  remove 
her  vessels  of  war  from  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
without  restrictions  or  conditions  of  any  kind,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
anticipate  the  expression  of  the  high  esteem  and  satisfaction  with  which 
my  government  will  receive  this  new  proof  of  consideration  which  the 
United  States  government  has  been  pleased  to  extend  to  it,  by  thus 
giving  deserved  attention  to  the  important  case  which  was  the  object  of 
my  endeavors  with  your  excellency,  and  by  deciding  it  in  accordance 
with  the  rights  of  Peru.  Great  is  the  honor  cast  upon  your  excellency's 
government  by  this  transcendental  act,  destined  as  it  is,  from  its  nature, 
to  strengthen  the  authority  of  really  sound  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  invigorate  and  give  renewed  impulse  to  those  valuable 
commercial  and  industrial  interests  of  the  American  people  which  a 
vague  and  uncertain  situation  was  seriously  compromising. 

In  accordance  with  your  excellency- s  suggestion,  I  conferred  on  the 
same  day,  the  8th  instant,  with  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
with  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  to  the  instructions  to  l>e 
communicated  to  the  collector  of  customs  and  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  yard  and  forts  of  New  Orleans,  and  I  had  the  satisfiu- 
tion  of  learning  the  tenor  of  the  orders  sent  to  those  officials. 

Tendering  to  your  excellency  on  this  occasion  the  assurances  of  my 
personal  gratitude,  I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARCIA  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  cfcc.,  (fee,  &c. 


Senor  Oarcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Clabendon  Hotel,  New  TorA-,  October  12, 1868. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  excellency's  wishes,  I  commit  to  thi? 
dispatch  the  information  which,  by  express  order  of  my  government,  1 
had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  your  excellency  at  our  interview  of 
the  8th  instant. 

Your  excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  causes  of  various  kinds  which 
have  until  now  delayed  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  allied  republio 
of  the  Pacific,  with  regard  to  the  various  propositions  of  meditation  and 
good  othces,  which  mutual  friends  of  the  belligerent  govenimentn,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  and  animated  by  a  feeling  of  deference  and  special  kindness, 
have  been  pleased  to  tender.  Those  causes  being  removed,  and  the  ini- 
tiatory having  been  taken  by  Ecuador,  by  sending  her  pleni[)otentian 
Senor  Antonio  Flores  on  a  special  mission  to  Lima  for  the  purpose  of  seek 
nig  a  way  for  the  re-establishment  of  commercial  relations  with  Spain,  t^o 
of  the  allied  governments,  those  of  Peru  and  Ecuador,  have  freely  and 
explicitly  accepted  the  opening  of  negotiations  suggested  by  your  excel- 
lency's note,  bearing  date  the  27th  of  March  last 
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The  representative  of  Bolivia  has  also  joined  in  that  action,  subject  to 
the  final  decision  of  his  government,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  doubting 
that  Chili  will  shortly  accede  to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  her  allies. 
To  this  end  Peru  has  addressed  a  special  communication' to  her  govern- 
ment, and  the  plenipotentiary  of  Ecuador  was  to  start  immediately  for 
Santiago. 

The  annexed  protocol  of  the  conference  held  in  Lima  on  the  first  day 
of  the  month  of  September  last,  by  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the 
four  allied  republics,  will  inform  your  excellency,  in  a  correct  manner, 
of  the  course  of  this  negotiation  and  the  favorable  aspect  which  it  bears 
for  the  plan  proposed  by  your  excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself,  with  the  highest  considera- 
tion, your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARCIA  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


[Trahslation.] 
Protocol  of  the  conference  held  Sfptemhcr  1,  1868. 

There  met  in  the  office  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Peru,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m., 
the  undersigned,  Jos^  Antonio  Barrenechea,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Juan  de  la  Cruz 
Benavente,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Bolivia,  Antonio 
Hores,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipot4?ntiary  of  Ecua<lor,  and  Joa(iuin 
C»o<loy,  charg<^  d'affaires  of  Chili.  After  the  reading  of  the  protocol  of  the  conference 
of  19th  August  last,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  called  to  mind  the  fact  that  the  ad- 
journed meeting  which  was  to  have  been  held  on  the  22d  of  that  month  did  not  take 
place,  owing  to  the  delicate  attention  of  Mr.  Benavente,  who,  through  his  secretary,  had 
expressed  his  opinion  that  he  did  not  think  it  becoming  to  hdld  the  conference  at  a 
time  when  the  government  had  just  received  news  of  the  destruction  occasioned  by  the 
late  earthquake,  and  wjis  preparing  to  remedy  the  evil  so  far  as  possible. 

He  then  went  on  to  explain  that  the  object  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss  the  pn>- 
priety  of  giving  an  answer  to  the  projwsal  of  meditation  made  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Ecuador  observed  that  the  undersigned  should  en- 
deavor to  come  to  an  understanding  as  to  the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  actual 
condition  of  our  relations  with  Spain,  and  as  to  the  means  to  be  emi»loyed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  the  protocol  of  the  conference  held  by  him  with  his  excellency  Mr.  Bar- 
renechea  on  the  18th  of  August  might  bo  adojyted  as  the  starting  {)oiut  for  the  discus- 
sion. 

This  suggestion  having  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Barrenechea,  he  read  the  protocol,  and 
inquired  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  present,  wjis  the  way  of  attaining  the 
end  projmsed,  all  present  having  recoj^nized  the  necessity  thereof. 

Mr.  Flores  replied  that  his  determination  to  accejit,  in  l)ehalf  of  the  government  of 
Ecnador,  whatever  way  the  other  allies  might  di'em  jirojier,  was  already  Known. 

Mr.  Gmloy  stated  that  his  government's  opinion  is  expressed  in  the' note  of  2C)th  of 
March,  addressed  to  that  of  Peru,  giving  i tsrejunons  for  preferring  the  i)roposit ion  for  an 
indefinite  truce  made  by  France  and  England,  to  that  of  the  United  States  for  media- 
tion, which  was  then  pending  and  referred  to  in  a  communication  of  Mr.  Kilpatrick, 
annexed  to  the  note  of  2()th  March ;  that  before  giving  a  delinite  reply  to  the  mediatory 
iwwers,  it  was  necessary  for  thts  allies  to  communicate  with  each  other  the  conclusion's 
they  might  have  arrived  at  as  to  the  various  iiropositinns  for  an  arrangement,  in  order 
to  come  to  some  determination  ;  that  the  government  of  Chili,  with  that  object  in  view, 
ha«l  ma<le  a  frank  exposition  of  its  opinion  and  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  based ; 
tliat  the  government  of  Bolivia,  duly  a])i)reciating  the  reasons  given,  had  expressed 
itself  as  agreeing  in  opinion  with  the  government  of  Chili;  that  he  thought  the  gov- 
ernment of  Ecuador,  in  view  of  its  determiuaticm  to  acced<»  to  whatever  the  other  allie« 
might  resolve,  w^ould  not  ojnne  differently ;  and  that,  conseciuently,  the  agreement 
might  be  unanimous,  and  an  indefinite  truce  decisiv<'ly  resolved  ui>on,  if  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru  had  not  reasons  for  thinking  in  a  different  manner. 

Mr.  Fionas  remarked  that  his  government  did  not  wish  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any 
resoluticui  of  the  allied  governments,  and  would  subscribe  to  any  agreement,  provided 
it  be  conducive  to  the  re-establishment  of  commercial  relations;'  but  that  he  had,  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


912  DIPLOMATIC   COBEESPONDENCE. 

his  vory  first  conference,  Btated  in  a  positive  manner  that  Ecuador,  for  her  part,  ex- 
plicitly accepted  the  American  mediation. 

Mr.  Barrauechca,  accepting  the  manner  in  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Godoy  had  stated 
the  quest ii)u,  recapituThted  file  different  proiKMials  of  mediation  made  in  consequence 
of  the  Spanish  question,  as  follows:  In  the  year  186C  the  French  and  English  govern- 
ments tendered  their  good  olfices,  which  were  accepted  on  principle  hy  the  government 
of  Chili ;  but  those  govemment«  having  presented  bases  for  an  agreement  which  were 
inadmissible,  the  government  of  Cliili,  in  the  name  of  the  allies,  declared  them  nnac- 
cejitable.  Another  negotiation  of  good  offices,  initiated  before  that  of  France  and  Eug- 
land,  by  the  Uuite<l  States,  and  for  which  the  bases  were  not  even  framed,  also  fell 
through.  Subsequently  the  government  of  the  Unite<l  States  presented  to  the  alliea, 
OS  the  basej^  of  a  new  meiliation,  those  agreed  upon  on  the  17th  of  December,  l^^  by 
the  House  of  Representatives.  But  even  before  the  formalizing  of  those  bases,  the 
government  of  Peru,  which  had  known  the  general  terms  which  the  annonnci?d  new 
mediation  of  the  United  States  would  contain,  ever  since  November,  had  said  to  its 
rejiresentative  at  Washington  that  it  unreserveilly  accepted  the  proposal  of  that  gov- 
ernment. This  resolution  of  Peru  having  been  comnmnicated  to  her  allies,  wa*  jic- 
cejited  by  Bolivia,  and,  with  a  modification  as  to  the  choice  of  the  arbiter,  by  Ecuador. 
But  the  govenmient  of  Chili  did  not  deem  it  well  to  accept  this  proposition  v  itdont 
certain  previous  conditions,  which,  having  been  fixed  with  the  concurrence  of  Peru, 
were  made  known  by  the  government  of  Chili  to  the  American  minister  at  Santiaga 
According  to  Mr.  Kilpatrick's  note,  which  was  annexed  to  that  of  26th  March,  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Godoy,  those  modifications  have  not  been  accepte<l  by  Spai% 
which  i)uts  an  end  to  that  negotiation. 

Mr.  Barranechea  then  read  the  new  pro|K>sition  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a 
circular  note  of  Mr.  Seward  to  the  American  diplomatic  agents  in  the  l»elligerent  coun- 
tries, and  which  consists  in  proposing  an  armistice,  and  this  being  accepted,  the  apjwint- 
ment  by  those  nations  of  plenipotentiaries,  to  meet  at  Washington,  in  order  to  negotiate 
a  positive  peace. 

He  then  proceede<l  to  expound  the  antecedents  of  the  indefinite  truce,  which,  from 
the  first,  was  accepted  neither  by  Peru  nor  Bolivia,  and  toucning  which  nothing  was 
said  by  Ecuador.  He  adde^  that  so  long  a  time  ha<l  elapsetl  since  the  proposition  was 
made,  it  ought  to  lie  considered  as  abandoned,  and  this  seemed  to  him  true,  in  view  of 
a  dispatch  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France  to  Mr.  Vion,  which  the  latter 
had  shown  to  him  confidentially,  wherein  it  was  said  that  the  government  of  that 
empire  would  have  satisfaction  in  seeing  the  proposition  of  the  U'nited  Stat<*8  accepted. 
To  recur  now  to  the  indefinite  truce  might,  therefore,  be  looked  upon  as  an  inop}>ortan« 
suggestion,  besides  which  the  truce  could  not  be  looked  upou  as  a  true  solution  of 
the  question. 

He  terminated,  stating  that,  if  it  be  deemed  indisiiensable  to  put  a  stop  to  the  a<ftn^ 
situation,  in  his  o])inion,  it  should  be  done  by  accepting  the  American  mediation.  Mr. 
Flores  insist e<l  in  his  government's  desire  to  have  the  situation  defined,  and  said  that 
the  govenuuent  of  Chili  had  "been  the  first  to  express  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  Barranechea  said  that  the  government  of  Peru,  although  it  hml  no  reasons  ftff 
hurrying  a  solution,  would  not  place  itself  in  opposition  to  its  allies  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

Mr.  (jiMloy,  replying  to  what  his  excellency  Mr.  Barranechea  had  said  with  refermee 
to  the  taice,  ottV-ml  the  following  considerations :  The  government  of  Chili  has  do 
greater  interest  than  any  other  of  the  belligerents  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  actiuU  sit- 
uation, but  )*i'lieves  that  it  is  manifej^tly  projier  to  define  that  situation,  in  order  le 
furnish  commerce  with  the  guannit<H*s  and  st^curity  which  she  requires  for  her  develop- 
ment and  pro8j>erity  ;  the  idea  of  a  truce  could  not  be  considered  as  abandoned  by  the 
mediatorial  iM)wers  which  had  proposed  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  without  an  exprr-^act 
to  that  ctiect,  ought  to  be  held  as  still  pending.  If  it  be  C4?rtain  that  a  long  time  hM 
ela[)sed  since  it  was  proposed,  this  fact  is  but  one  more  reason  showing  the  necessity  of 
answering  the  proposition  which  contained  it.  Mr.  de  Moustier's  dispatch  pr«»Tt*!» 
such  abandonnu'ut,  but  his  desire,  above  all,  that  the  existing  situation  should  cease. 
Therefore,  any  negotiations  tending  to  accept  the  truce  would  in  no  event  have  the 
appearance  of  an  inopiH>rtune  suggestion  or  be  unseemly  on  the  part  of  the  allie«.  The 
revei-se  of  what  occurs  with  the  proposition  for  an  indefinite  truce  hapj>ens  to  Ito 
l>eace  i>roposition  ;  the  latter  could  not  be  accei>ted  without  first  establishing  the  con- 
ditions already  prefixed  by  the  government  of  Chili,  and  not  accepted  by  the  gt»veni- 
ment  of  Spain,  as  appears  by  the  dispateh  already  referre<l  to  of  Mr.  Kilpatrick.  which 
makes  it  supposable  that  Spain  declines  to  discuss  them,  perchance  because  she  deems 
it  inc(mipatil*le  with  her  dignity  to  initiate  pacific  x>ropositions ;  and  what  8)iaiu,  the 
provoker  of  the  war,  considers  hidecorous  perchance,  could  illy  appear  decorous  to  the 
allies  who  were  the  i)rovoke<l.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  more  than  difficult  to 
frame  i)roposals  for  jM*ace  which,  our  honor  and  interests  l>eing  consult^nl,  would  at  the 
same  time  be  acceptable  to  S|>ain.  An  indefinite  truce  differs  fmm  i>eacts  in  that  it 
demands  no  conditions,  explanations,  or  reservations;  to  obtain  that  object  no  diseos 
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sion  whatever  is  necessary ;  except  it,  and  everythiiij^  is  said,  nothing  remains  to  he 
added;  it  has  all  the  advantages  offered  hy  peace  with  none  of  its  inconveniences. 
P^or  these  and  other  reasons  the  government  of  Chili  has  been  in  favor  of  a  trnce,  and 
would  :iecept  the  same  from  any  of  the  mediatorial  governments. 

Mr.  Godoy  added  to  the  fonjgoing  that  whatever  bo  the  coui-se  adopted,  whether 
peace,  a  tnice,  or  a  continuation  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  tlie  most  important 
things  that  w^hich  is  indispensable  liefore  all  else,  is  to  establish  a  nnif<n*niity  of  views 
among  the  allies  in  order  that  their  deliberations  may  weigh  with  the- mediatorial 
j)ower8. 

Mr.  I-lores  observed  that  no  end  could  be  reached  in  the  present  conft^rences,  since 
Mr.  Gwloy  had  already  stated  that  he  lacked  powei*s  to  modify  his  government's  opin- 
ion, and  from  which  that  of  Peru  dissented.  That  to  arrive  at  any  agreement  it  would 
l»e  necessary  that  all  should  be  clothed  with  full  power. 

Mr.  Godoy  answered  that  he  had  simply  exposed  his  government's  opinion,  which 
opinion  was  not  unknown  to  any  of  the  allies,  and  which  had  been  exi)ressly  accepted 
by  one  of  them  ;  that  the  view  expresseil  by  his  government,  far  from  being  any  obsta- 
cle to  the  attainment  of  the  wished-for  r<!sult,  did  nothing  more  than  excite  to  it ;  that 
justly  seeking  the  decision  of  its  allies,  the  government  of  Chili  had  solicited  their 
judgment,  and  commenced  by  expressing  its  own  withcMit  any  ri'servution ;  but  that 
not  for  this  did  it  pretend  to* exclude  different  views,  nortoilvoid  the  discussion  of  the 
ojiinions  which  might  be  iiresented,  however  divergent  they  might  be. 

In  order  properly  to  fix  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  American  prcjposition,  Mr.  Bar- 
wmechea  read  it  anew,  and  erilled  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  contains  two  parts — an 
arnustice,  and,  this  being  accepted,  a  meeting  of  pleniiM)tentiaties  to  negotiate  a  |)eace, 
without  any  mention  of  arbitration,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  previous 
]>roposition,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  limiting  itself,  in  case  its  coiin- 
H<ds  should  be  asked,  to  make  impartial  efforts  to  procure  due  attention  to  the  claims 
tif  all  parties. 

Mr.  Benavente  remarked  that  all  were  agreed  as  to  the  end,  and  for  the  pui*pose  of 
reaching  the  same  unanunity  as  to  the  means,  he  would  like  to  know  what  course  the 
government  of  Pern  preferred. 

Mr.  Barranechea  said  that  it  would  prefer  to  answer,  accepting  the  American  medi- 
ation, and  that  he  would  give  its  reasons  therefor. 

Mr.  Benavente  compared  both  proj)ositions,  and  after  duly  considering  them  in  view  , 
*»f  all  the  antecedents,  ht*  said  that  the  opinion  of  the  govijrnment  of  Chili,  which  had 
been  accepted  by  that  of  Bolivia,  recommended  itstdf  by  the  practical  sense  in  wliicli 
it  w.'Ls  conceived  ;  that  Chili  and  Bolivia  wislied  to  reach  the  only  possible  point  in  the 
actual  state  of  the  Sjuinish  cpiestion,  and  that  they  had  therefore  accepted  the '' indi-ii- 
iiite  truce ;"  that  that  combination  which  conciliates  the  (exigencies  of  the  conunerce  of  the 
belligerents,  and  all  the  respect  due  by  the  allies  to  neutral  interests,  would  leave  to  the 
a<*ti<)n  of  time  the  lessening  of  those  passions  which  the  fruitless  war  had  created  for 
tlie  government  of  8pain,  and  deferred  the  celebration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  for  the  res- 
toration of  diplomatic  relations  to  another  time  and  for  other  men,  who,  free  from 
every  snsceptibility,  would  end  by  recognizing  that  the  demands  of  Castilian  dignity 
are  <uily  reconcilable  with  the  strict  justice  due  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the 
Pae.ific  alliance ;  that,  nevertheless,  and  agreeably  to  what  the  honorable  Mr.  Godoy 
had.  said,  he  was  ver>^  desirous  of  arriving  at  a  common  agreement,  and  that  for  a  pur- 
pose so  worthy  of  the  good  relations  of  the  allies,  he  would  listen  with  attrition  to 
the  rejisons  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Barranecln»a  had  offered  to  give. 

After  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  fore- 
s<,*en  the  inconveniences  pointed  out  by  his  exeellen(\v  Mr.  Benavente,  and  that  said 
government  h;id  doubtless  framed  the  pr4>position  in  the  terms  which  are  known  in 
onler  ti>  avoid  the  same,  Mr.  Barranechea  stated  the  reasons  which  exist  lor  i)aying 
consideration  to  that  government  whose  solicitude  has  never  changed  snu-e  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  Those  re Jisons  are  contained  in  the  note  of  4th  of  November,  IHOC, 
wbi<rli  Mr.  Barranechea  read,  and  addressed  by  him  on  that  date  as  sub-secretary  of 
forei^JHi  affairs,  to  Senor  Don  Jose  Pardo,  the  then  minister  of  Peru  in  Santiago,  say- 
ing to  him,  fn-st,  that  scarcely  had  hostilities  Ix'tween  Chili  and  Spain  broken  out, 
when  the  American  government,  through  its  representative  in  Santiago,  offered  its 
^ockI  offices  and  even  its  arbitration  to  Chili,  which  suggt^stion  was  repeated  in  Wash- 
in  «^ton  to  Mr.  Asta  Bnrnaga;  second,  that  under  date  of  24th  May  of  the  aforesaid 
y4»ar,  the  American  minister.  General  Hovey,  renewed  the  offer  of  mediation  on  the 
part  of  his  government,  which  offer  he  was  authorized  to  make  before  his  government 
WHH  aware  of  the  triumph  of  tht^  *2d  of  May,  and  to  Avhich  Peru  replied  that  it  highly 
estiM'ined  the  offer,  and  would  listen  with  the  greatest  deference  t<)  any  propositions 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  might  think  proper  to  nuike  for  the  )Mn'pose 
of  attaining  an  honorable  and  fair  i»eace ;  third,  that,  finally,  the  American  govern- 
iiierit  initiated  the  negotiation  already  spoken  of,  on  the  bases  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives. 

Mr.  Barranechea  added,  that  not   to  accept  the  mediation  now  under   dit>cussiuu 
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would  be  to  cast  a  slight  on  the  govpniraent  of  the  United  States  as  unfonnded  :V4  it 
wonld  he  hioppoi*tnne  ;  that,  moreover,  whilst  Peni  had,  as  already  shown,  inanifpst«Hl 
itself  in  favor  of  the  American  mediation,  it  had  been  opposed  to  the  trnee,  and  knew 
no  reason  for  changing  its  opinion  now ;  whilst  Chili  is  free  to  accept  the  i>endin^ 
proposition,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  contain  the  arbitration  claiLse,  and  facilitates  tli*- 
celebration  of  an  armistice  or  truce,  to  which  Chili  is  inclined. 

Mr.  Godoy  observed  that  the  proposition  of  the  United  States  does  hot,  in  bis^"*^;!- 
ment,  ofter  that  indefinite  truce  which  Chili  had  favpred,  but  only  au  annistire  i«r 
mouientary  truce,  as  a  preliminary  step,  to  be  followed  at  once  by  negotiations  for 
peace,  concerning  which  he  had  already  given  his  views.  He  added  that  his  govern- 
ment, after  learning  the  contents  of  Mr.  Seward's  circular,  had  found  no  plan<il»)f 
gronmls  for  changing  its  opinion,  as  is  seen  by  the  answer  which  it  gave  to  the  dis- 
patch of  the  government  of  Peru  transmitting  said  circular  to  the  Chilean  ;  that. 
l)esi<les,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  armistice  ]nx>posed  by  the  government  of  the  Uiiitnl 
States  as  tlie  first  step,  if  not  followed  at  once  by  peace,  would  leave  us  in  our  pr.-^n: 
}M)sition,  and  we  should  have  advanced  nothing. 

Mr.  Benavente  said  that  the  reasons  which  he  had  just  heard  had  niodifieil  hi' 
oinuions,  and  that  without  contradicting  himself,  he  believed  preference  should  I«' 
given  to  the  American  proposition,  if  for  no  other  grounds  than  that  of  deference  to  tin 
i;special  considerations  mentioned  by  his  excellency  Mr.  Barrenechea ;  that  l>y  aecppt- 
ing  that  propositi(m,  with  the  explanation  that  the  "  armistice  "  shall  have  the  fonuai 
character  of  an  indvjinih'  truces  the  difference  between  this  and  the  English  and  Frenrh 
])roposition  would  be  a  mere  accident;  that  the  former  leads  at  once  to  the  negntiatiolK 
of  peace,  and  the  latter  defers  them  to  the  lapse  of  time;  that  although  he  eiitertaiiirfi 
the  unfortunate  conviction  that  Spain  would  not  accept  the  conditions  pn^sent^'d  by  fhi- 
alliance  for  the  adjustment  of  peace,  that  noble  end  was  embraced  in  the  Ameriran 
proposition,  and  perhaps  it  might  not  be  in  accord  with  the  honorable  a.*«pinitionj»  «f 
the  allies  not  to  show  some  deference  in  such  a  case,  sure  as  they  are  of  their  right  and 
of  their  power ;  that  at  all  events  the  situation  would  only  be  defined  in  its  coraimT- 
cial  asjiect,  and  if  the  peace  ne<'otiation8  should  be  fnistrat(rt  by  new  refusals  on  th* 
part  of  Spain  to  obey  the  mandate*  of  her  own  deconim  and  duty,  the  worid  would 
hav<!  aiiother  proof  of  such  aberration,  which  would  increase  the  syinj^athy  with 
wliieh  it  alreadv  honors  the  pacific  alliance,  whose  moderation  is  ])rop«>rtionate  tt>  th« 
valor  with  which  it  conquered  its  unjust  aggressor ;  that  he  promised,  himself,  that  iu» 
government,  notwithstanding  it  had  accepted  the  opinion  expressed  by  Chili,  w«uli! 
give  all  its  attention  to  this  conference,  and  he  hoped  the  cabinet  of  Santiago  wou'jI 
not  be  less  complacential  in  estinuiting  it  in  its  real  importance,  for  the  pnrpo^^e  <«! 
e^stablishing  the  necessary  uniformity  between  the  two  nations  principally  inten-^^ietl. 

Mr.  Flores  ccmiparing  the  two  j>ropo8itions,  found  that  of  the  Lnit<»d  Stiit4»Rde<*i€le<lh 
the  most  advantageous,  inasmuch  as  it  at  once  established  the  truce,  and  <lid  D«t 
exclude  i)cace  negotiations,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  r«»jecte<l  a  priori.  H« 
noted  that  a  favoring  of  the  American  mediation  were  the  contentJi  of  Mr.  de  Moiu*ri«-r* 
dispatch. 

Messrs.  Barrenechea,  Benavente,  and  Flores  being  thus  agreed  as  to  the  a<lvanta<:>^ 
oft'ered  by  the  proposition  of  the  United  States,  ana  Mr.  Godoy  insisting  on  his  govrnh 
ment's  reasons  for  preferring  the  indefinite  truce,  Mr.  Flores  suggested  the  nece!«wti 
(»f  having  a  conference  of  plenipotentiaries  to  decide  definitively  as  to  the  coutbp  U>  b- 
jidoptecf ;  that  he,  tor  his  part,  was  invested  with  full  powers  for  every  kind  of  arrang*- 
ment. 

Mr.  Benavente  said,  that  notwithstanding  his  character  of  plenipot4?ntiary,  theUv* 
of  Bolivia  would  not  allow  him  to  make  any  arrangement  not  ad  refcreMdumy  and  tlu: 
consequently  he  nmst  first  ask  instnictions  from  his  government. 

Mr.  Gtwhiy  promised  to  send  Mr.  Flores  suggestion  to  his  government.  He  repeatnJ 
that  the  government  of  Chili  in  order  to  t:ake  a  decided  stand,  had  endeavored  !•■ 
obtain  the  opinion  of  her  allies ;  that  alresidy  having  Bolivia's,  and  as  Mr.  HorMi  n** 
to  make  known  to  it  that  of  Ecmulor,  his  government  only  needed  that  of  Pern;  then- 
fore  if  Mr.  BaiTcnechea  would  be  pleased  to  give  an  answer  to  the  dispatrh  lirftit 
alhwled  to  of  26th  March  last,  a  great  step  would  be  taken  towards  the  attainment  **( 
the  desired  end. 

Mr.  Barrenechea  promised  the  honorable  charg<$  d'alfaires  of  Chili  to  answer  the  wrfr 
of  26th  of  March  in  conformity  with  the  >iews  just  expressed  by  him. 

With  what  has  beeu  set  forth  the  conference  terminated,  of  which  the  preM*Dt  pt»» 
tocol  has  been  madt?  in  four  cojues  of  like  tenor,  signed  by  the  undersigned,  and  s«iln! 
with  their  respective  seals. 

J.  A.  BARRENECHEA,  [u  s.] 
J.  DE  I^\  CRUZ  BENAVENTE.  [i-.  s.] 
ANTONIO  FLORES. 


[us, 
JOAQUIN  GODOY.  [i-  f^ 
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i^etlor  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Telegram.] 

Kew  York,  November  24, 1868. 

Yesterday  1  addressed  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury':  "Steamer  Havana, chartered  by  me  as  tender  to  the  Peruvian 
monitors,  has  been  detained  by  direction  of  Collector  Smith  at  the 
moment  of  sailing  for  Xew  Orleans.  I  request  your  orders  for  her  libera- 
tion at  once." 

Having  receive<l  no  answer  yet,  and  the  delay  being  very  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  my  government,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  request  your  assistance.  I  have  reason  to  believe  this  is 
the  proceeding  of  one  who  has  personal  enmity  to  my  government,  and 
has  represented  this  vessel  as  destined  on  a  filibustering  expedition,  but 
you  know  her  destination,  and  consequently  that  charge  is  false  and 
malicious. 
•  J.  A.  GAECIA  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d;e.,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Jfr.  Seward  to  Seiior  Oareia. 
[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State. 

Washington^  Novemher  24, 1868. 
The  direction  you  desire  has  been  given  to  the  collector. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Sefior  Don  Jos6  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  &e. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sefior  Garcia. 
[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  2, 1868. 
Shall  I  communicate  to  the  Spanish  government  the  assurance  you 
have  given  me  about  ironclads f    Answer. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Sefior  Don  Josifi  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  etc.,  ttc,  etc. 


Senor  Garcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

Few  Orleans,  December  3, 1868. 
The  a«»sui*ance  that  I  have  given  to  you  about  ironclads  in  my  gov- 
ernment's name  shall  be  held.    You  can  use  it  as  you  please. 

J.  A.  GARCIA. 
Hon.  WiLLAM  H.  Seward,  etc.,  rf-c,  &c. 
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Semr  Oarcia  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans.  December  10. 1868. 

Peruvian  monitors  Alakuallapa  and  Manco  Copao  left  this  port  the 
6th  instant. 

Two  Spanish  men-of-war  are  cruising  off  Balize,  and  is  reported  ia 
yesterday's  newspaper,  there  ai'e  two  ironclads  under  same  flag  watching 
out.  As  I  have  pledged  the  honor  of  my  government  not  to  molest  in 
any  way  the  monitors,  the  Spanish  flag  at  sea  or  on  land,  I  deem  it  ot 
my  duty  to  anticipate  to  you,  that  if  the  presence  of  said  Spanish  vessels 
is  intended  to  provoke  or  attack  our  monitors,  the  responsibility  of  coo 
sequences  may  happen  if  hostilities  are  resumexl  in  this  occasion,  cannot 
befal  upon  Peru.  According  to  their  instructions,  Peruvian  officers  are 
prepared  as  well  for  peace  a«  for  war. 

J.  A.  GARCIA  Y  GARC^U. 

Hon.  WiLLAM  H.  Seward,  cfec,  d-c,  <fec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Oarcia. 
[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 

WashingtoUj  December  12, 1868. 
Mr.  Goiii  says  that  according  to  his  information  from  Havana  then* 
is  no  foundation  for  the  report  of  a  Balize  newspaper  referred  to  in  your 
telegram  about  a  Spanish  iron-clad,  or  other  Spsinish  cruisers,  ofl'  th^- 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  with  hostile  intent. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Don  Jos6  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  dec,  cfce.,  etc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Oarcia. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  19,  IS^JS. 
Sir:  Having  communictited  a  copy  of  your  telegram  of  the  11th  ia 
stant,  with  a  note  to  Mr.  Goiii,  the  minister  of  Spain,  near  this  govi-n 
ment,  with  reference  to  the  rei)ort  that  two  Spanish  vessels  of  war  wt-n 
cruising  oflf  Balize  with  hostile  intention,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  tran!- 
mit  a  copy  of  his  reply  thereto,  under  date  of  the  13th. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  »>:' 
my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Jos:fi  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia,  <£t.,  rfrc,  d-c.  . 
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ScHor  Goni  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

[Traualatioii.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 

WashingtoUf' December  13, 1868. 

F  Groiii  preHents  his  respects  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  and  on  the  subject 
of  the  telejj^m  which  Mr.  Garcia  y  Garcia  sent  in  the  day  before  yesterday  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  declarer  himself  authorized  by  official  news  to  say,  that  there  are  not 
at  the  point  indicated,  nor  in  any  other,  any  Spanish  vessels  with  hostile  intentions; 
every  motive  for  alarm  being  wanting,  as  well  as  for  the  groundless  intimations  of  the 
telegram. 

Hon.  Wflliam  H.  Seward,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


Seiior  Oarcia  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

^:ew  Orleans,  December  18, 1868. 

After  chartering  steamer  Havana,  from  "New  York  to  Southwest  Pass, 
I  purchased  her  under  conditions  to  be  delivered  at  last  port  to  Peru- 
vian navy  officers. 

After  the  transfer  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  I  sent  her 
former  register  to  New  York  to  be  cancelled  at  the  custom-house  in  the 
formal  way,  as  I  am  fully  satisfied  it  has  been  done.  Peruvian  colors 
were  hoisted  and  a  navy  officer  put  in  command. 

I  informed,  personally.  Deputy  Collector  Gray,  that  our  transport, 
needing  repairs  in  its  engine,  was  to  come  up  to  the  city  if  there  was  no 
objection,  as  none  could  honestly  be  opposed. 

Since  the  transport  arrived  here  many  questions  have  been  moved  by 
direction  of  Collector  Fuller.  A  custom-house  officer  was  sent  on  board 
this  morning,  notwithstanding  the  official  colors  hoisted  by  the  trans- 
port, and  after  full  explanation  confidentially  given  to  the  collector  yes- 
terday, to  my  great  surprise.  I  am  confidentially  informed  in  this 
moment,  5  p.  m.,  that  th^re  is  the  intention  to  attempt  the  seizure  of 
the  vessel  to-morrow  morning.  I  submi];  to  you  this  urgent  case  that 
may  piove  so  injurious  to  the  honor,  the  rights,  and  interests  of  Peru, 
and  which,  therefore,  requires  the  immediate  action  of  your  government. 

J.  A.  GARCIA  Y  GARCIA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  dec.,  cfec,  etc 
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Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  3o.\  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  December  22, 1867. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  i-eceipt  of  your  dispatch 
Xo.  26,  November  4, 18G7. 

Since  my  last  dispatch  I  have  spent  some  time  at  the  annual  feirs 
held  in  differents  parts  of  the  republic,  chiefly  for  the  sale  of  indigo  and 
the  purchase  of  foreign  merchandise. 

The  principal  fair  this  year,  as  for  many  years  past,  was  at  San 
Miguel,  in  the  eastern  department^  a  town  of  some  fifteen  to  twent) 
thousand  inhabitants.  Before  the  introduction  of  our  steamer  line  con- 
necting with  Panama,  this  fair  was  of  great  importance,  and  collected 
its  tens  of  thousands  of  people  from  this,  and  the  neighboring  republics. 
Now,  however,  the  regularity  and  certainty  of  communication  with  other 
countries  have  lessened  its  value  and  greatly  diminished  its  trade.  At 
the  late  fair,  however,  about  half  the  indigo  crop  was  brought  in  by  the 
large  and  small  producers,  in  packages  of  all  sizes  and  qualities,  the  best 
selling  at  one  dollar  the  pound,  and  the  poorest  as  low  as  fifty  cente. 
The  concourse  of  people,  though  I  am  told  less  than  in  former  years, 
was  certainly  very  great,  and  the  trade  in  foreign  merchandise,  I  beheve^ 
quite  satisfactory  to  the  merchants.  The  country  continues  perfectly 
tranquil.  The  yield  of  coflfee,  the  crop  of  which  is  now  being  gathered, 
is  reported  as  unusually  abundant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  JD.  C.  • 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  February  6,  1868. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  disjmtcli 
No.  15,  of  date  December  27, 1867. 

The  regular  session  of  the  legislative  chambers  was  opened  with  the 
customary  ceremonies  on  the  22d  ultimo.  The  President  read  his  mes- 
sage to  the  joint  convention  of  the  chambers.  I  inclose  herewith  pretty 
copious  extracts,  both  from  the  message,  (marked  A^)  and  fromthe  report 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  of  public  instruction,  (marked 
B,)  which  may  serve  to  exhibit  the  progressive  condition  of  the  repab- 
lic,  and  the  earnest  disposition  of  the  present  administration  to  improve 
the  material,  moral,  and  educational  status  of  the  people^  The  endeavors 
made  to  extend  primary  education  is  particularly  noticeable  and  com- 
mendable.   Hitherto  but  little  has  been  done  in  that  regard,  and  the 
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ffreatmassof  the  rural  population,  and  of  the  villagers,  have  been  living: 
in  ])rofoun(i  ignorance  of  books,  and  with  not  a  few  of  the  peculiar  traits, 
habits,  and  modes  of  life  of  the  alwriginal  people  of  America.  Such  a 
population,  as  bigoted  and  superstitious  as  ignorant,  furnish  ready 
nuiterials,  as  the  history  of  these  republics  shows,  for  the  operations  of 
discontented,  revengeful,  or  interested  ambition,  and  for  the  evil  exer- 
cise of  venturesome  talents,  or  unscrui)ulou8  shrewdness,  whether  of 
church  or  state. 

That  the  present  government  has  been  able  to  awaken  a  general  inter- 
est in  education,  and  to  do  so  much  to  set  in  motion  any  liberal  system, 
and  that  its  disposition  is  so  earnest  for  universal  instruction,  even  to 
the  extent  of  inforcing  attendance  upon  schools,  furnish  the  most  grati- 
fying signs  for  the  future  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  republic,  and  espe- 
cially so  if  we  add  to  these  favorable  indications  the  important  influences 
of  an  increasing  demand  for  labor,  and  steady  employment,  consequent 
upon  the  nmny  new  agricultural  enterprises  that  now  engage  the  atten- 
tion and  enlist  the  peaceful  sympathies  and  efforts  of  intelligence  and 
capital. 

It  is  understood  that  the  legislative  chambers  are  almost  unanimously 
in  symi)athy  with  tlie  executive  government.  There  would  seem,  there- 
fore, no  probability  at  present  of  any  serious  opposition  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Resident  Duenas,  nor  any  violent  interruption  to  the  admir- 
able progress  the  public  is  making  in  the  development  of  its  agricultural 
riches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Sfate^  Wcuthington^  D.  C. 


[TrauHlation.] 

KxiractB  from  the  meamge  of  PremUnt  Duenas  to  the  len'inUitive  chambers  of  the  republic  of 

Salvador  J  January  22,  186d. 

»  •  »  «  *  •*•  «  «  «  • 

Peao-o,  the  indiHpeimable  boHis  of  the  progress  and  weU-heing  of  "nations,  has  snf- 
ItTod  no  change  nor  molestation  with  ns  dnring  the  year,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
will  not  be  dlstnrbed  for  time  to  come,  for  it  is  founded  on  the  justice  and  eciuity  with 
Avhirh  public  affairs  are  administered,  and  on  our  convictions  and  experiences  of  past 
iniHfortunes. 

The  political  institutions  are  respected  and  faithfully  observed  by  the  executive  and 
otlu»r  public  functionaries,  to  which  circumstance  we  owe  the  regularity  with  which 
th«»  national  powers  move  in  their  proper  spheres  without  conflicts ;  a  point  of  dilliculty 
with  all  governments  which,  like  ours,  are  divide(f  into  absolute  independent  peroga- 
tive  and  duties  undisturbed  by  grave  political  quest icms,  we  have  been  permitt<»d  to 
ojiv«  our  attention  to  other  int4.*rests  of  no  less  imjxirtanei*— to  the  regulaticm  of  t.ho 
tiiiaiices,  public  instruction,  important  internal  iini>rovements,  and  to  an  impulse  of  all 
those  matters  w^/ich  produce  positive  benefits  to  the  people.  To  these  topics  I  shall 
eoiitiue  myself  in  this  brief  discoui*se. 

The  friendly  relations  wiiich  the  rei>ublie  maintains  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
an«l  America  have  been  cultivated  with  the  greatest  assiduity,  and  it  is  with  much  sat- 
isfaction Lhave  to  inform  j'ou  that  no  misumlerstanding  has  occun-ed  with  any,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  government  has  received  constant  proofs  of  sympathy  and  consid- 
«*nition.  We  have  extended  our  political  and  commercial  relations  by  the  appointment 
fit*  iulditional  ministers  and  consuls,  whit-h  represent  us  now  in  almost  all  foreign  coun- 
trii^H. 

With  tlie  a<ljacent  republics  the  greatest  cordiality  has  been  preserved.  The  com- 
]>2ict^  which  unite  "its,  and  the  obligations  of  national  vicinage,  have  been  religiously 
observed. 
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The  ecclesiastical  authority  has  worlcwl  in  harmony  with  the  civil  power,  and  has* 
contributed  with  the  means  it  possesses,  by  its  high  social  position  and  by  ite  miniatn-, 
to  preserve  onler  and  morality  among  the  people. 

The  sui)reme  tribunal  of  justice,  and  the  inferior  court*,  have  lal>ored  during  your 
recess  with  a  regularity  and  indei>endence  which  have  contributed  to  the  conservation 
of  good  order. 

Higher  instruction  has  made  greater  progress  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
national  college*  and  university  are  supplied  with  good  teachers,  excellent  instruments 
and  books,  and  with  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  better  educati(m  of  the  youth.  Thf 
revenues  assigned  to  this  branch  have  increased,  and  are  now  sufficient  for  the  payment 
of  the  employee's,  for  repairs  of  the  buildings,  and  for  the  purchase  of  useful  objects. 

The  academies  of  drawing  and  painting  make  additional  progress  daily. 

A  considerable  expansion  has  been  given  to  primarj'  education,  so 'that  there  is  now 
no  village,  however  small,  that  does  not  i>ossess  its  public  school  remilarly  provided. 

Equal  care  has  been  taken  for  the  education  of  the  female  sex,  and  the  progress  madt* 
in  the  schools  for  girls  is  very  marked. 

re^i=:nue8  axd  expendituues. 

*  *  »  «  *  •'*  •  •  •  • 

The  total  pro<luct  bf  the  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  was  $832,150  79,  the  expendi- 
tures, including  payments  of  unconsolidated  debt,  ^45,375,  leaving  an  existing  l>alan(v 
of  ^S6,775  15  in  the  treasury.  A  comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  of  last  yi-ii 
show  an  increased  revenue  of  $48,437  2().  There  is  no  foreign  debt.  The  interior  debt, 
which  consists  of  circulatiuff  bills  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  reaches  the  sum  of  ^?1M^>»'. 
having  undergone  a  considerable  reduction  during  the  year  last  past.  During  tbr 
]tresent  season  the  harvests  have  had  a  regular  augmentation,  and  commerce  a  rafii«1 
extension.  Increased  wealth  and  increased  revenues  may  he  expected  during  iLt- 
current  year.  An  arrangement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  establishuieiit  of  a  bank, 
which  will  give  nuich  impulse  to  commercial  transactions.  Our  money  currency  p«»- 
spsses  defects  in  depreciation  from  long  use,  which  render  its  circulation  difiicuh,  ami 
the  kind  known  as  "  clipped  money"  (Macuquina)  should  be  wholly  retired. 

The  government,  through  the  proper  department,  will  submit  the  project  of  a  l*w  t*» 
provide  a  remedy. 

At  the  same  time  will  be  presented  a  new  tariff-bill  to  correct  the  many  errors  awl 
inacciu-acies,  and  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  existing  law. 

The  public  works  have  been  carried  forward  with  activity.  The  most  im}K»rtaKt 
roads  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  new  wagon  roads  have  been  opentnl,  prmlucti\r 
of  great  beuctits  to  conmu»rco  and  to  the  people.  The  work  on  the  imtioual  pala4*«*  cwd- 
tinues  witliout  interruption.  It  is  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  cannot  be  prc?*tnl 
forward  as  rapidly  as  might  be  desired. 

In  the  department  of  war  many  reforms  have  taken  place,  and  arms  and  mat«»rial- 
have  been  purchased,  which  will  be  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  minister.  The  ston- 
houses  are  well  provided,  and  care  is  taken  that  they  shall  be  kept  prepared  at  all  tiin*- 
for  such  emergencies  as  may  arise.  ♦ 

The  work  of  recompilation  of  the  laws  has  been  concluded,  though  not  yet  insertrJ 
into  our  codes.  It  will  be  i)re8euted  to  you  for  your  api)robation  by  the  xiiiuister  of  tin 
interior. 

The  laws,  decrees,  and  orders  enacted  by  the  last  legislature  have  been  carrictd  int*- 
effect. 

The  respective  ministers  will  submit  for  your  information  certain  project*  for  supply- 
ing defects  in  existing  legislation,  and  for  other  objects  of  known  utility.  Your  »c> 
credited  patriotism,  and  your  enlightened  intelligence  will  best  instruct  yon  in  the  linr 
of  your  high  commission,  and  I  invoke  the  Onmipot^nt  to  grant  you  the*  requisite  soir- 
cess. 

San  Salvador,  January  22, 1868. 


B. 

[Traualation.l 

Ejrfracts  from  the  report  of  Tton  Gregorio  Arhizir^  mitmier  of  foreign  relationg  am^  itf  pmhfic 
infflruction  of  the  republic  of  Salvador,  made  to  the  1egi«latire  chamherv,  January  29,  le<^. 


FOllKIGX  RELATIONS. 

During  the  past  year  no  question  has  arisen  to  interrupt  tranquillity  and  good  ivIj- 
tions  with  any  of  the  countries  of  Eurojie  or  America. 
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• 

With  the  republics  of  Central  America  we  preserve  perfect  harmony,  and  especially 
with  Guatemala,  Honduras,  and  Nicaragua,  boundary  states  of  Salvador,  our  relations 
have  been  most  cordial  and  friendly.  Our  governmejit  lias  endeavored  to  pursue  a  line 
of  conduct  that  could  give  no  cause  of  complaint  to  our  neighbors,  and  there  has  been 
a  corresponding  recii)rocity  on  their  part. 

Under  the  shelter  of  this  pacific  and  friendly  condition,  our  commerce  with  these 
countries  has  greatly  enlarge<l,  and  with  intimate  commercial  relations  unimpeded,  har- 
mony and  fraternity  among  the  respective  people  have  been  more  and  more  cemented, 
local  feeling  removed,  and  a  community  of  interests  createtl,  all  of  which  is  lea^ling  to 
a  jK>s8ible  realization  of  a  unification^  not  in  the  mode  formerly  attempted  by  the  unjust, 
inefficacious,  and  destructive  force  of  arms,  but  bj'  those  pacific  means  which  are  in 
consonance  with  justice,  humanity,  progress,  and  civilization.  With  some  of  the  other 
republics  of  Spanish  origin  we  maintain  friendly  relations,  and  the  government  has 
watched  with  anxiety  the  progi'ess  of  deplorable  occurrences  in  several  of  those  states. 
We  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  fortunes  of  these  countries,  with  which  we  have  a  com- 
munity of  origin,  of  rcdigion,  of  language,  and  of  customs. 

The  "great  republic  of  tlie  north,  whoso  political  institutions  have  served  as  a  model 
for  ours,  has  always  given  us  proofs  of  sympathy  and  friendship.  Our  legation  near 
the  government  of  Washington  continues  established,  and  furnishes  to  tlie  country 
imjiortant  services.    It  has  always  been  well  received  by  that  government. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  year  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  pleased  to 
accredit  near  this  government,  in  the  capacity  of  minister  resident,  Mr.  Alphens  S. 
Williams,  who  was  received  by  the  President  of  the  repuldic  with  all  the  consideration 
due  to  his  official  character.  He  continues  in  this  country,  discharging  his  functions 
in  the  most  perfect  accord  and  good  intelligence  with  the  government. 

The  government  of  the  Unit<»d  States  has  also  established  consulates  in  various  com- 
mercial places  of  the  republic,  to  the  incumbents  of  which  corresiiouding  crequaturH 
have  been  given. 

With  the  powers  of  Europe  with  which  we  have  treaties  no  occasion  of  disagreement 
has  occurretl.    These  treaties  have  been  faithfully  observed  by  both  parties. 

Thia  government  takes  care  that  strangers  shall  enjoyeveryclassofgimranty  to  their 
l)ersons  and  property,  even  those  with  whose  respective  governments  we  have  no  express 
compacts. 

The  Italian  government  has  been  pleast^d  to  accredit  to  this  government  a  charg^ 
d^aftaires,  giving  the  appointment  to  the  Duke  of  Liciguano,  with  whom  the  undersigned, 
under  the  anthority  of  the  President,  is  about  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  extradition,  which 
will  be  submitted  in  due  time  for  ybuv  consideration. 

The  government  of  her  Britannic  Mjyesty,  with  which  our  relations  are  perfectly 
frank  and  friendly,  has  accredited  Mr.  Edwin  Corbett  in  the  quality  of  consul  general 
and  charge  d'affaires. 

Both  Mr.  Corbett  and  the  Duke  6f  Liciguano  have  presented  their  credentials  to  the 
depart m"ent  in  my  charge,  and  were  cordially  received  by  his  excellency  the  President 
of  the  republic. 

Our  legations  in  France,  England,  and  Rome  continue  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  our  relations  with  those  countries  remain  on  a  footing  of  cordiality  and 
good  understanding.  The  government  has  thought  advisable  to  appoint  charges 
•raffaires  in  Italy,  Belgium,  and  Prussia,  and  has  named  for  those  posts  SeFuires  Julio 
Thirion,  D'Jos^S  Maria  Torres  Caicedo,  and  D'Adolpho  Lindemann,  citizens  who  under 
all  aspects  have  merited  the  entire  confidence  of  the  government.  For  the  purpose  of 
better  attending  to  the  exterior  interest  of  our  international  affairs,  the  government 
liiis  thought  it  advisable  to  establish  consulat-es  in  several  commercial  places  of  Europe 
and  America,  where  the  want  of  this  class  of  employds  has  made  apparent.  A  separate 
list  of  the  mBiiBt<ers  and  consuls  will  be  transmitted. 

Such,  Sefiores  Representatives,  is  the  actual  condition  of  our  foreign  relations,  which 
the  government  has  striven  to  preserve  in  a  satisfactory  state  by  every  endeavor  com- 
patible with  the  honor,  the  interests,  and  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  and  which  policy 
we  see  now  no  reason  to  change. 

A  small  state  is  constantly  exposed  to  find  itself  involved  in  unpleasant  and  grave 
questions  with  ^ther  countries,  but  this  government  recognizes  as  a  fact  that  its  very 
weakness  may  serve  as  a  condition  of  guaranty  and  security  when  it  does  all  in  its 
jMJwer  to  mark  its  policy  with  the  stamp  of  good  faith  and  of  integrity. 

PUBUC  INSTRUCTION. 

Tublic  instruction,  necessary  and  useful  to  all  countries  and  in  all  times,  is  indispen- 
nable  in  a  state  which,  like  ours,  calls  through  its  institutions  all  citizens  to  take  part 
ill  the  direction  of  its  public  affairs.  A  people  exercising  an  act  of  sovereignty  of  the 
lii^hest  importance,  that  of  choosing  its  agents  selected  from  among  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, without  other  essential  conditions  than  knowledge  and  virtue,  can  never  properly 
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discharge  that  duty  without  the  qualificationB  obtained  through  the  inBtrumentality  of 
public  iiKstruction. 

From  this  conviction  in  the  goveninient  springs  its  earnest  endeavors  to  improve  and 
extend  the  education  of  the  youth. 

The  university,  an  institution  which  already  doe«  honor  to  the  country,  and  which  is 
especially  charged  with  the  direction  of  the  professioiyil  courw^s,  fumlfihes  daily  evi- 
dences of  improvement  and  better  results.  In  the  capticity  of  its  immediate  chi<*f,  I 
have  been  able  to  observe  and  know  the  pnigress  made.  During  the  last  year  .severul 
studious  and  moral  youth  have  concluded  their  respective  terms,  giving  pr<»o£s  of  valu- 
able acquirements  (elementary  though  they  may  be)  in  many  branches  of  the  sciencv?^ 

As  to  the  professional  studies,  professorships  have  been  established  in  conf«>ruiity  to 
the  imiversity  statutes,  with  the  single  addition  of  a  professorship  of  land-surveying. 

The  studies  of  the  faculty  of  sciences  and  letters  are  arrangiHl  according  to  the  r«Miiiiiv- 
ments  of  tlie  ordinances,  but  esi>ecial  attention  has  been  given  to  make  more  effect i \f 
and  advantageous  the  study  of  living  languages  as  well  as  those  of  natural  history  ami 
chemistry,  so  necessary  to  the  practical  uses  of  life,  especially  in  our  epoch.  With  thi* 
<d)ject,  several  a^iparatus,  instruments,  and  other  useful  articles  havi'  been  pnivifle^l. 
without  abandoniug  the  purpose  of  making  still  further  important  additions  and  impmve- 
ments  in  this  regard  for  the  university. 

The  national  college,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  say  in  my  rejwrt  of  last  year,  was  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  The  government,  comprehending  that  this  decline  prot^eo*!^^! 
essentially  from  the  orgauization  of  the  establishment,  gave  it  a  new  form,  from  which 
the  most  beneficial  results  have  followed.  A  signiticant  proof  of  its  improvwl  conditiou 
is  found  in  the  increased  number  of  students.  At  the  end  of  1866  there  were  not  uion- 
than  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  colle|5iates.  In  the  past  year,  in  which  c<mimcneed  f  h*- 
new  system,  there  were  nearly  one  hundred,  and  it  is  believed  with  coniidence  that  in 
the  present  year  that  number  \vill  be  greatly  increased. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  university  statutes  the  council  of  imldic 
instruction  has  permitted  the  establishment  of  departmental  academies,  where  coold  U- 
pursued  the  studies  which  correspond  to  the  faculty  of  sciences  and  letters,  ana  with 
conditions  that  the  students  should  be  subjected  to  an  examination  in  the  university  an 
to  the  validity  of  their  course  of  studies. 

As  to  the  primary  instruction,  the  puriK>se  has  been  t-o  extend  it  to  every  village.  This 
education,  gratuitous,  :is  is  that  of  the  higher  schools,  can  never  produ'  e  its  full  benetit> 
until  it  is  niade  obligatory.  In  that  way  we  may  succeed  in  generalizing  among  thr 
most  ignorant  class  a  knowledge  of  reading  and  writing,  of  the  elements  of  morals,  of 
arithmetic,  aud  of  the  grammar  of  our  language. 

The  education  of  the  female  sex  has  not  been  neglected.  Several  si-hools  for  girbi 
have  been  e^itablished,  and  to  others  pecuniary  aid  has  been  given.  For  the  purpoM-  oi 
giving  the  female  youth  an  education  superior  to  what  hitherto  could  l>e  given  in  thi-* 
country,  the  government  has  arranged  to  bring  from  Europe  instructons  to  found  » 
female  college. 

We  have  encountered  many  difficulties  in  our  endeavors  to  sustain  the  primary  instinp- 
tion,  at  least  in  the  form  and  extension  in  which  it  actually  is.  The  funds  dtWined  t«« 
this  branch  are  deficient  in  some  of  the  departments.  To  nieet  the  most  urgent  of  thrw- 
necessities  the  government  found  itself  obliged  to  make  proW^ion  from  the  fund  for 
extniordinary  expenses. 

The  inspection  and  superintendence  of  the  schools  for  drawing  and  painting  having 
been  put  under  the  control  of  the  secretarj'shi])  in  my  charge,  it  is  my  duty  to  infom. 
you  that  both  establishments  have  made  great  progress  in  both  branches..  TThe  natural 
talent  of  our  youth  to  comprehend  the  delic^ate  harmonies  of  the  fine  arta  Ls  h*>  remark- 
able that  we  may  well  indulge  the  hope  of  possessing  in  a  short  time  artists  who  will 
do  honor  to  the  countr>*,  and  who  will  demonstrate  that  the  solicitude  of  the  govenuumt 

to  furnish  this  artistic  institution  ha«  not  beeu  fruitless. 

«  «'«  «  •  *  •  • 

If  this  brief  relation  gives  you  no  notice  of  diplomatic  lal>ors  on  the  part  of  the  gi»v- 
eniment  to  acynst  difficult  and  disagreeable  questions,  nor  that  new  systems  of  puWic 
instruction  (which,  perhaps,  might  so<m  i>rove  inadequate)  have  lieen  intrmluveil,  it  will 
at  lesist  demonstrate  that  the  government  hcis  endeavore<l  faithfully  to  fulfill  its  ohlijja- 
tions,  has  executed  the  laws  with  religious  solicitude,  and  has  striven  to  maintain  int;*«i 
the  good  name  of  the  republic,  aiul  that  it  strives  constantly  to  establish  a  svbtem  ••f 
public  instruction  as  perfect  in  its  extent  aud  character  sis  the  peculiar  circum.<am'«^ 
of  the  country  will  permit. 

GREGORIO  ARBIZIB. 

Sax  Salvador,  Jamiary  29,  186:?. 
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Mr.  Williams  io  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Sa7h  Salvador  J  March  6,  1868. 

SiE:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  3'our  dispatch  of 
January  25th  ultimo,  No.  16,  and  also  three  volumes  of  the  Diplomatic 
Correspondence  for  1866. 

The  regular  annual  session  of  the  legislative  chambers  was  closed  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  customary  formalities,  and  an  exchange  of  a<l- 
dresses  between  the  president  of  the  chambers  and  the  President  of  the 
republic.  The  former,  in  recounting  the  four  epochs  which,  in  his  view, 
marked  the  political  history  of  this  republic,  spoke  of  the  "  benefiqent 
influence  of  the  government  of  the  North  American  republic,  which, 
like  a  colossal  tree,  spreads  its  immense  healthful  shade  over  the  whole 
continent  of  Columbus,"  and  he  referred  in  grateful  t^rms  to  the  impor- 
tant part  it  had  contributed  to  break  the  yoke  of  colonial  bondage,  and 
to  their  indei>endence,  which  led  to  the  assembling  of  the  first  Salvado- 
rean ccmgress,  March  14, 1824. 

The  acts  of  the  present  chambers,  so  far  as  made  public,  are  not  of 
noticeable  interest,  except  in  one  particular.  Extraordinary  powers, 
limited  to  the  legislative  recess,  were  conferred  upon  the  President  rela- 
tive to  all  the  important  measures  he  had  recommended  to  the  attention 
of  the  chambers  in  his  annual  message. 

He  is  authorized  by  the  vote  of  both  houses — 

1.  To  decree  such  changes  and  improvements  in  the  department  of 
finance  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  augment  the  revenues  and  facili- 
tate their  administration,  and  especially  to  correct  the  defects  of  the 
present  tariff  system. 

2.  To  make  such  reforms  in  the  administration  of  justice  as,  on  con- 
sultation with  the  supreme  court,  he  may  think  necessary. 

3.  To  make  such  improvements  and  reforms  in  the  military  branch  as 
he  may  think  proper,  and  to  decree  regulations  for  a  navy. 

4.  To  employ  on  commissions  the  members  of  the  legislature  during 
the  recess. 

5.  To  regulate  the  mode  of  admitting  "  denouncements"  of  church 
lands  and  unoccupied  lands. 

6.  To  remove  existing  faults  of  the  circulating  money,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  alloy,  weight,  value,  and  character  of  the  coinage,  "  in  such  a 
manner  as  he  may  deem  most  suitable  to  facilitate  the  exchanges  and 
transactions  which  the  general  interests  demand." 

The  Prefddent  is  required  to  give  an  account  to  the  next  session  of  the 
chambers  of  the  use  he  has  made  of  these  extraordinary  powers.  The 
preamble  to  this  act  recites  "  that  these  important  changes  and  reforms 
cannot  be  made  without  a  protracted  examination,  requiring  a  consider- 
able time,  and  that,  the  actual  President  meriting  the  highest  confidence 
of  the  people  and  representatives  of  Salvador,  for  having  demonstrate 
in  an  unequivocal  manner  his  spirit  of  i)atriotism,  and  his  skill  and  dis- 
cretion, by  which  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  has  been  promoted,  they 
have  thought  best  to  decree  these  ample  and  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
supreme  executive."  Two  or  three  matters  of  local  interest  mainly  seem 
to  be  worthy  of  notice. 

1.  The  organization  of  a  company  under  a  charter  granted  last  year, 
to  construct  an  iron  wharf  or  jetty,  (muellej  to  extend  bejond  the  surf 
at  the  port  of  La  Libertad.  The  whole  capital  stock  ($125,000,)  was  sub- 
scribed here  a  short  time  since,  and  the  work  will  be  at  once  put  in  cou- 
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Btraction  by  engiueers,  I  understand,  from  the  States.  It  is  an  import- 
ant improvement  for  the  growing  commerce  of  the  principal  port  of  the 
republic. 

2.  An  arrangement  (with  a  liberal  subsidy)  whereby  the  original  con- 
tract with  Don  Crisanto  Medina  has  been  transferred  to  the  North 
American  Steamship  Company  of  New  York,  for  a  direct  steamer  line 
between  tlie  Central  American  port«  and  San  Francisco.  Permission 
has  been  granted  to  make  the  southern  terminus  at  Panama  or  San  Juan 
del  Snr,  in  the  option  of  the  company.  This  line  woiUd  greatly  facili- 
tate and  increase  the  trade  between  these  States  and  California  and  onr 
other  Pacific  States  and  Territories. 

With  this  gratifying  prospect  of  an  additional  market,  especially  for 
thecapidly  increasing  sugar  product  here,  there  are  mingled  some  appre- 
hensions that  the  provisions  for  free  sugars  in  the  treaty  with  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  now  under  consideration  by  our  government,  may  operate 
to  exclude  from  that  convenient  market  the  duty -paying  sugars  of  Cen- 
tral America. 

3.  Following  the  succession  of  natural  disturbances  which  have  been 
so  disastrous  in  many  places,  the  eastern  part  of  this  republic  has  been 
the  theater  of  severe  earthquakes.  In  the  port  of  La  Union,  which  for 
many  years  has  been  almost  wholly  free  firom  these  phenomena,  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  shocks  were  felt  within  a  period  of  two  or 
three  days,  some  of  them  of  alarming  violence.  It  is  now  reported  here 
that  the  volcanic  peak  of  Conchagua,  which  lies  close  to  that  port,  on  the 
l)romontory  between  it  and  the  sea,  has  opened  an  active  crater  orfthe 
seaward  slope  of  the  mountain.  We  are  yet  without  reliable  partico- 
lars.  The  town  of  San  Miguel,  also,  some  fifty  miles  in  the  interior  from 
La  Union,  has  been  alarmed  by  similar  subterranean  commotions,  and 
the  volcanic  peak,  at  the  base  of  which  the  town  lies,  has  again,  after  a 
quietiide  of  many  years,  been  in  pretty  active  operation. 

This  capital,  which  in  past  times  has  suffered  so  severely,  and  rarely 
passes  many  months  without  severe  earthquake  shocks,  has  been  unu- 
sually exempt  during  these  natural  demonstrations  elsewhere.  The  ac- 
tive volcano  of  Izaleo,  sixty  miles  westward,  near  Soosenate,  has,  how- 
ever, been  operating  with  unwonted  vigor. 

I  record  these  facts  because  they  may  have  an  interest  in  connec- 
tion with  similar  phenomena  in  other  parts  of  the  globe.  The  political 
aspect  of  the  republic  is  tranquil,  and  the  people  seem  generally  con- 
tented and  prosperous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  8.  WILLLA^Ma 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtofij  JD.  C. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Williams. 

^o.  18.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingt^mj  March  6, 1868. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  !N"o.  17,  of  February  6,  has  been  received,  and  is 
exceedingly  interesting. 

The  extracts  from  the  President's  message  to  congress,  and  the  report 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  public  instructions  accompany- 
ing it,  exhibit  the  progressive  condition  of  that  republic,  and  famish 
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gratifying  proofs  of  the  earnest  disposition  of  the  government  to  im- 
prove the  material,  moral,  and  educational  advancement  of  its  i)eople. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Alpheus  S.  Williams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  etc.,  d-c. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  39.]  LEaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

8an  Salvador^  March  20,  1868. 

Sib  :  The  publication  of  the  report  of  the  minister  of  interior,  finance 
and  war,  made  to  the  legislative  chambers  in  their  re(;ent  session,  places 
the  aggregate  of  imports  and  exports  of  this  republic,  for  the  last  fiscal 
year,  at  a  larger  figure  than  that  given  in  my  dispatch  of  November  Gth 
iast,  (No.  34,)  which  was  made  up  from  the  custom-house  reports  pub- 
lished in  the  Official  Gazette.  The  difference  in  the  two  statements 
grows  mainly  out  of  an  unexpected  increase  in  the  business  of  the  fron- 
tier offices,  which  was  estimated  in  the  Gazette  reports. 

The  minister's  report  states  as  follows  the  aggregates  of  exiK)rt«  and 
imports : 

Exfforts  of  products,  1867 $2, 895, 606  23 

Imports  of  foreign  goods,  1867 1, 876, 444  10 

Excess  of  exports 1, 019, 162  13 


This  shows  an  increase  of  exports  over  18^6  of  $460,804  73,  and  of 
imports,  $232,099  59.  The  minister  anticipates  a  yearly  increase  of  the 
exportable  products  of  the  country  from  the  fact  that  "  in  all  the  depait- 
ments  of  the  republic  agriculture  is  assuming  larger  proportions,  espe- 
cially in  the  cultivation  of  coffee  and  sugar."  He  looks  also  with  con- 
fidence to  the  advantages  which  are  to  spring  from  the  bank,  recently 
chartered,  for  a  most  favorable  influence  uppn  new  and  useful  enter- 
piises. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  1  venture  to  make  a  brief  reference  to 
the  officiid  estimates  of  the  revenues  and  expenditures  for  the  current 
year,  as  not  without  interest  in  presenting  the  sources  of  the  revenues, 
and  the  kind  and  extent  of  theexi)enditures,  for  a  comparison  with  those 
of  States  of  similar  magnitude  elsewhere.  The  minister  estimates  the 
revenues  for  the  year  at  $744,123  68,  and  from  the  following  sources: 

From  the  custom-houses $381, 419  18 

From  sales  of  aguadiente  franchise,  (privileges  granted 

by  districts  to  make  and  sell) 140, 414  38 

From  export  duty  on  indigo 39, 168  ^9t 

From  ramo  de  tajo,  (excise  on  slaughtered  animals) 22, 597  '8>^ 

From  stamped  paper,  (used  in  all  notarial  documents  and 

proceedings  in  courts) 19, 329  14 

From  4  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent,  tax  on  sales  of  real  estate 

and  certain  personal  property 18, 137  57 

From  sales  of  powder  and  saltpeter,  (a  government  monop- 
oly)   18,321  70 

From  post  office  department 12,  Oil  52 
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Fines,  debt^  due,  rents  and  sales  of  real  estate,  and  a  few  other  small 
items,  make  up  the  total  of  the  estimated  revenues. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  revenues  are  derived  almost  wholly  from 
the  customs,  or  privileged  monopolies.  There  is  no  direct  tax  on  real 
or  personal  property,  for  State  or  municipal  puri)ose8.  In  some  of  the 
larger  towns  a  small  sum  is  collected  upon  each  box  or  bale  of  importe<I 
goods,  without  regard  to  value,  and  for  purposes  not  clearly  defiued. 

But  municipal  assessments  and  taxes,  and  municipal  government.^ 
except  as  the  creatures  of  the  general  or  central  government,  seem  not 
to  be  known.  And  in  this  connection  with  the  subject  of  taxation,  it 
may  not  be  inapi)ropriate  to  add,  that  for  years  in  this  republic  the 
church  has  been  deprived  of  the  right,  which  still  obtains  in  others  of 
these  republics,  of  collecting  tithes  and  *'  first  fruits"  (diezmos  y  primicias) 
i'or  ecclesiasticjal  purposes.  The  church  is  now  wholly  supported  by 
annual  legislative  appropriations,  and  by  the  customary  fees  and  volun- 
tary contributions. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  are  estimated  at  $713,382  50.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  principal  items  : 

For  legislative  expenses $11, 444  ."Ml 

For  executive  expenses 19, 976  (W 

For  judicial  expenses 35, 480  00 

For  ecclesiastical  exi>enses 15, 000  0<i 

For  diplomatic  expenses 20, 000  00 

For  aimy  expenses 200, 000  00 

For  pensions 8, 500  IM) 

For  primary  education 22, 000  (N» 

For  university 15, 000  W 

For  department  expenses,  including  eleven  governors  and 

their  secretaries 15, 180  00 

For  rural  police,  and  town  and  fair  guards 28^  780  IW 

For  roads,  and  other  improvements 50, 000  Wl 

For  existing  contracts 50,  (K>0  00 

For  construction  of  government  house 30, 000  00 

For  subsidy  to  steamboats *  12, 000  Oi» 

For  interest  on  public  debt 42, 000  OIJ 

For  supplemental  for  last  year 40,  (HIO  (W 

For  ho8i>it^als 4, 900  Oil 

For  government  printing  office 4, 476  00 

For  purchase  of  i)owder 7, 000  0<» 

For  unlooked  for  and  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment, for  which  "minister  is  to  render  a  detailed  ac- 
count to  the  legislature" 20,  OOO  iW 

For  "ordinary  or  general  expenses  of  administration" 13, 000  0<» 

For  general  post  office,  "besides  other  provisions  of  law".  4, 480  00 

The  balance  of  the  estimates  are  for  salaries  to  general  treaaiirers. 
special  treasurer,  juage  of  treasury-,  auditors,  administration  of  powder, 
clerk-hire,  and  the  like.  The  expenses  of  the  three  seaport  custom- 
houses, including  salaries,  are  estima^^ed  at  $14,600.  It  is  a  uotice- 
able  fact  that  the  small  "  military  force  and  rural  guard"  (not  over  ei^ht 
hundred  men)  absorb  quite  one-third  of  all  the  estimated  expenditures. 

These  statements  lose  their  significance  unless  the  fact  is  kept  in  mind 
that  territorially  the  republic  of  Salvador  is  about  the  size  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  its  estimated  population  (for  in  tmdi  uo  relia- 
ble census  has  ever  been  taken)  is  six  hundred  thousand  souls. 

The  inhabitants  of  aboriginal  descent  are  sufficiently  civilized  to  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SALVADOR.  927 

pretty  steady  cultivators  of  small  farms,  and  to  an  extent  that  is  quite 
remarkable.  In  the  larjrer  part of  the  republic  the  traveler  finds  chacras^ 
orthatclied  ranchos,  thickly  spread  over  the  country,  and  not,  as  in  most 
Spanish  American  countries,  aggregated  in  towns  and  villages.  The 
l>()rtion  which  is  clearly  an  exception  to  this  remark,  is  the  compara- 
tively small  strip  along  the  coast  betweeu  the  ports  of  La  Libertad  and 
Acajntta,  known  as  the  "  Balsam  Coast."  Here  the  natives  live  in  a  coun- 
try of  almost  unbroken  forest,  and  chiefly  from  the  production  of  the 
balsam  tree  known  to  commerce  as  the  balsam  of  Peru. 

I  shall  venture  in  a  future  dispfttch  to  continue  this  subject  of  popu- 
lation, soil,  climate,  and  productions  of  this  little  republic,  in  spite  of 
some  apprehensions  I  feel  of  giving  an  undue  importance  to  matters  that 
the  de})artment  may  not  care  to  be  troubled  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

t>€cretary  of  State j  WdMngtanj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

'So.  41.]   .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  April  6,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
March  6,  No.  18. 

Since  my  last  dispatch  Senor  Don  Jose  Salinas,  especially  empowered 
for  that  purpose  by  the  government  of  Nicaragua,  has  concluded  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  this  republic.  I  am  avssured  that 
this  treaty  embraces  no  more  than  the  ordinary  provisions,  and  nothing 
ill  the  way  of  alliances  offensive  or  defensive,  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore so  prolific  of  discords  and  wars  between  these  Central  American 
republics.  No  treaty,  not  even  of  amity,  existed  between  these  conter 
niinous  republics,  and  this  new  one,  I  am  assured,  is  solely  intended  to 
supply  this  deficiency,  and  to  manifest  a  mutual  good  feeling  between 
the  two  governments.  The  measure  must,  however,  have  excited  the 
jealousy  and  inflamed  the  bad  feeling  that  has  existed  in  Nicaragua  for 
some  time  between  the  partisans  of  the  late  President  Martinez  and  the 
existing  government  of  Seiior  Guzman.  I  am  told  that  the  steamer  just 
arrived  brought  up  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  influence^  a  secret 
agent  of  the  Martinez  political  party,  whose  double  purpose  is  to  neu- 
tralize, if  he  cannot  enlist,  the  influence  of  this  government  in  the  con- 
tomi)lated  revolutionary  measures,  and  to  purchase  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, with  the  intention  of  a  forcible  overthrow  of  the  Guzman  adminis- 
tration. I  ver>'  much  doubt  if  the  cautious  judgment  and  peaceful  dis- 
position of  President  Duenas  can  be  enlisted  in  any  enterprise  or  pur- 
poses that  are  intended  or  calculated  to  disturb  the  existing  govern- 
ments of  neighboring  states,  and  thereby  endanger  the  tranquillity  and 
l)eace  of  his  own  republic.  Anj'  violent  purposes  of  the  discontents  of 
Nicaragua  must  assuredly  fail  of  finding  countenance  or  support  from 
the  government  here.  Besides  the  treaty  above  referred  to,  the  Duke 
of  Licignano,  charg^*  d'affaires  of  Italy,  has  recently  concluded,  on  the 
part  of  his  government,  a  treaty  of  extradition  with  this  republic. 

I  venture  respectfully  to  suggest  that  such  a  convention  or  treaty  with 
<iiir  government  is  much  to  be  desired. 
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The  increasing  facilities  of  intercourse  with  our  country,  and  espec- 
ially that  which  probably  will  soon  be  furnished  by  means  of  the  direct 
steamer  line  from  this  to  California,  will  make  such  an  arrangement  for 
reclaiming  fugitive  criminals  of  importance  to  both  countries.  I  make 
the  suggestion  with  more  confidence  as  I  am  aware  that  provisions  of 
extradition  were  embraced  in  a  treaty  made  in  1802  between  the  two 
governments,  and  which  failed  of  ratification  from  some  slight  amend- 
ment in  our  Senate,  and  the  delays  of  the  Barrios  administration  hereto 
ratify  the  amended  treaty,  previous  to  its  overthrow. 

I  venture  further  to  suggest  that  iti  addition  to  this  extradition  treaty 
a  consular  convention  between  the  two  cx)untrie«  is  much  to  be  desired, 
as  provided  for  in  article  thirty-four  of  the  existing  treaty.  Some  addi- 
tional consular  powers  in  regard  to  estates  of  our  citizens  dying  in  this 
country,  without  heirs  or  legal  representatives  here,  are  especially 
needed.  I  have  rea^son  to  believe  that  propositions  for  these  conven- 
tions would  l>e  very  favorably  received  by  this  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

A.  8.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  IStatCj  Washingtonj  JD.  C. 


Jfr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

ISan  Salvador  J  June  6, 1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
April  3()th  last,  No.  20.  Also  two  packages — one  addresse<l  "to  the 
government  of  Salvador,''  and  one  "  to  the  gentleman  who,  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  held  the  office  of  minister  of  foreign 
attairs,"  both  of  which  I  will  see  delivered  on  the  I'etuni  ©f  the  goveni- 
ment  to  the  capital. 

The  President,  accompanied  by  the  ministers  of  state  and  finance, 
the  chief  military  officers,  and  a  considerable  party  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, lelt  here  on  th,e  22d  idtimo,  on  a  tour  through  the  western  dei>art- 
ments  of  the  republic.  He  has  been  received  everywhere  with  entbusi- 
satic  demonstrations  of  respect. 

I  was  kindly  invited  to  accompany  the  President,  but  the  condition  of 
my  health  would  not  permit  the  exposure  and  fatigue  of  a  hoi*selwck 
journey.  I,  however,  availed  myself  of  an  opi^rtunity  to  make  hb 
excursion  by  steamer,  of  a  few  days'  duration,  down  the  coast,  and  bad 
the  pleasure  to  meet  our  minister  in  Nicaragua,  Mr.  Dickinson,  at  Cori- 
ento,  and  (uir  minister.  General  Lawrence,  at  Pueita  Aivnas,  on  bii^ 
return  from  the  States.  The  United  States  steamship  Ossip^%  Captiiin 
Emmons,  which  touched  at  the  ports  of  this  republic  some  few  weeks 
ago,  I  found  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Coriento  (Realejo,)  and  I  had  tbe 
jdeasure  of  a  long  interview  with  Captain  Emmons  on  board  his  ship. 
I  am  informeil  that  the  United  States  steamship  Saranac,  Captain 
Fraily,  is  also  at  this  time  touching  at  the  ports  of  the  Centnd  Ameri- 
ciin  coast. 

These  occasional  visits  of  our  naval  vessels  are  not  without  beneficial 
effects  in  keeping  alive  in  the  minds  of  these  people  some  appreciation 
of  the  naval  strength  and  vigilance  of  our  country.    It  would  be  better, 
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perbaps,  if  these  visits  could  be  made  with  more  frequency  and  with 
greater  regularity. 

This  republic  continues  tranquil,  and  prosperous  in  all  branches  of  its 
productions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  B.  0. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  44.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  June  15,  1868. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  translation  of  a  note 
•  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  this  republic,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  two  packages  transmitted  through  this  legation,  one 
addressed  "  to  the  government  of  Salvador,''  and  the  other  "  to  the  gen- 
tleman who,  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  held  the 
position  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs." 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Sencr  Arhizir  to  Mr,  WilliatM, 
[TranalAtioii.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Salvador, 

San  Salvador^  June  14,  1868. 

The  andersignedy  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Salvador^  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  two  packages  (enconn^ndas)  delivered  by  the  honorable  General  WiUiams  in  the 
name  of  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  one  directed  to  the  government  of  this 
republic,  and  the  other  addressed  "  to  the  gentleman  who  at  the  tune  of  the  death  of 
President  Lincoln  held  the  position  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs.** 

His  exceUency  the  President  of  the  repnblic  and  the  undersigned,  who  at  the  time 
referred  to  discharged  the  duties  of  minister  of  foreign  relations,  present  tlieir  most 
expressive  thanks  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  presentation  of  a 
work  which  records  the  universal  sentiment  caused  by  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  his  excellency  the 
honorable  OeneraJ  Williams  the  protestations  of  hiS  distinguished  consideration. 

•       GREGO.  ARBIZm. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  48.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  September  22, 1868. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  the  circular  of  the  department,  dated  January  17, 
1867,  relative  to  the  Coolie  trade,  and  calling  the  attention  of  the  repre- 
sentstives  abroad  to  the  supposed  abuses  of  this  traffic,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  the  transla- 
tion of  a  decree  of  this  government,  granting  an  exclusive  privilege  to  one 
59  D  o— VOL.  n 
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Seuor  Pondo  Bamacalleta  to  introduce  here  one  thousand  Chinese 
laborers  within  a  period  of  four  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  decree 
provides  for  a  voluntary  engagement  by  these  laborers  in  their  own 
country,  which  fact  must  be  certified  by  the  authorities  of  the  place 
where  the  contracts  are  made.  It  also  provides  that  the  transfers  of 
these  labor  contracts  in  this  country  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  term 
of  the  original  agreement. 

I  have  great  doubts  if  these  Chinese  laborers  can  be  successfully  intro- 
duced here.  Labor  is  yet,  nominally  at  least,  too  cheap  and  abundant 
in  this  country,  though  it  must  be  said,  of  such  an  indolent,  uncertain,  and 
indifferent  character  that  it  much  needs  the  incentive  example  of  a  more 
industrious  and  patient  class  of  workmen.  In  aU  mechanical  branches 
the  labor  of  the  country  (from  the  universal  custom  of  weekly  contracts^ 
seldom  renewed  by  the  same  laborer)  is  almost  useless.  The  same 
laborer  cannot  be  kept  long  enough  to  be  taught  the  simplest  matter  of 
mechanical  work. 

For  the  successful  working  of  the  machinery  which  is  now  being 
extensively  introduced,  more  constant  and  more  skillful  labor  must  be 
sought  elsewhere — not,  I  think,  however,  among  Coolie  laborers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washington^  D.  C. 


[Traaalation.] 
MmiSTERIO  DE  FOMENTO.  Qo\'^RNMKNT  HoUSE, 

San  Salvador,  Augutt  S,  186)1 
Upon  the  petition  of  Sefior  Don  Poncio  DamacuUetay  a  native  of  Spain,  solicitine 
an  excluBive  privilege  to  import  Chineae  laboien  into  thia  republic,  and  in  conaidt^n- 
tion  that  an  augmentation  of  the  labor  force  of  this  country  would  be  of  much  utility. 
now  that  agriculture  is  notably  progressing — 
The  supreme  government  decrees : 

1.  To  concede  to  said  Se&or  DamaouUeta  a  privilejg^e  for  four  years,  dniine  ^^^ 
period  he  may  import  the  number  of  one  thousand  Chinese  laborers,  who  shall  volut* 
tarily  contract  in  their  own  country,  and  shaU  be  brought  directly  to  this,  which  ooo* 
dition  shaU  be  duly  attested  by  the  public  authorities  of  the  place  where  the  IsboicJ^ 
are  enlisted  or  contracted.    (Le  haga  elgananche.) 

2.  Such  contracts  and  transfers  as  Sefior  DaruacuUeta  may  make  with  the  pIsnte^ 
or  other  a^culturists  of  this  country  shaU  be  considered  as  valid,  and  the  fdlnllmeA: 
of  them  will  be  enforced  by  the  authorities. 

3.  The  payments  which  Sefior  Damaculleta  mav  receive  from  planters,  or  other  a^- 
culturists,  by  virtue  of  the  contracts  and  transfers  referred  to  in  article  2,  shall  br 
understood  as  a  compensation  for  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  embarkAtion  and  ttaa^ 
portation  of  said  Chinese  laborers^  and  said  contracts  and  transfers  ahaU  not  bo  m^ 
to  extend  beyond  the  time  stipulated  in  the  original  enlistment  or  engagement  of  siii 
laborers. 

4.  Said  Sefior  Damaculleta  shall  pay,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pnblic  hospital  of  thr> 
city,  one  doUar  for  each  individual  Chinese  brought  here  by  virtue  of  this  conoeaioo. 
as  a  remuneration  for  the  privilege  granted. 

Rubricated  by  the  President. 

BONILLA. 
8ecnUw$  of  State  in  the  Dq^artmemt  i^  Apicdbat. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VENEZUELA. 


Mr.  SHlwell  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  2.]  LBaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Caracas^  December  10, 1867. 

Sm :  I  beg  to  inform  the  department  that  we  arrived  in  this  city  on 
tlie  evening  of  December  6,  making  the  trip  from  New  York  to  La  Guayra 
in  eleven  days. 

When  we  arrived  at  St.  Thomas,  we  found  that  the  recent  earthquake, 
on  the  18th  of  November,  had  so  disabled  the  vessels  in  the  Atlantic 
squadron  at  that  point  tnat  it  was  impossible  for  Admiral  Palmer  to 
comply  with  the  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  send  me  in  a 
government  vessel  to  La  Guayra,  consequently  I  made  the  trip  in  a  small 
yacht. 

On  the  9th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  honorable  Jacinto  Gutier- 
rez, minister  of  foreign  aflfairs,  announcing  my  arrival^  and  informing  him 
of  my  being  a  bearer  of  a  sealed  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  (an 
open  oflBce  copy  of  which  I  forwarded  to  him  at  the  same  time,)  and 
asking  him  to  designate  a  convenient  time  and  place  when  I  could  have 
an  audience  with  him  and  place  the  same  in  his  hands. 

A  copy  of  this  note  I  inclose,  marked  inclosure  No.  1. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELL, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtorij  D.  0, 


Mr.  StQweU  to  Senor  Gutierrez. 
(Inolosnie  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Thomas  N.  Stilwell  has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to  the  honorahle 
Jacinto  Gntierrez.  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Yenezuela,  and 
to  inform  him  of  his  arrival  in  the  city  of  Caracas,  hewing  a  sealed  letter,  an  open 
office  copy  whereof  is  herewith  transmitted,  addressed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  accrediting  the  under- 
signed as  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  near  the  government  of  Venezuela. 

Mr.  StilweU,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  begs  to  request  the  honorable  the  min- 
ister of  foreign  relations  to  designate  a  convenient  time  and  place  at  which  he  may 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  such  original  letter  of  credence  in  person  to  his  excellency 
the  Supreme  Chief  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela. 

Mr.  otilwell  takes  the  advantage  of  this,  his  first  opportunity,  cordially  to  salute  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  and  to  tender  him  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  eon- 
sideration. 
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Mr.  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

♦  CaracaSj  December  17, 1867. 

Sm :  Since  the  date  of  my  second  dispatch,  of  the  10th  instant,  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations  for  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  in  a 
very  i>olite  note,  of  the  13th  instant,  advised  me  that  the  President  had 
been  pleased  to  name  Monday,  the  16th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  for 
my  reception.  I  replied  on  the  same  day  of  receipt  of  his  note,  forward- 
ing a  copy  of  the  remarks  which  I  proposed  making  in  my  reception, 
(a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  herewith — ^inclosure  No.  1.) 

Yesterday,  at  the  hour  named,  I  presented  myself  at  the  government 
buildings,  and  was  immediately  received  by  honorable  Jacinto  Gutierrez, 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  who  at  once  introduced  me  to  the  presence 
of  his  excellency  Juan  C.  Falcon.  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ven- 
ezuela, who  was  surrounded  by  nis  cabinet  and  the  principal  military 
men  of  the  republic,  to  the  number  of  nearly,  if  not  quite,  one  hundred 
persons.  After  the  delivery  of  my  remarks,  to  which  his  excellency 
replied,  (a  copy  of  which  remarks  I  inclose,  marked  inclosure  No.  2,)  a 
very  pleasant  conversation  of  a  few  minutes  followed,  in  which  not  only 
the  President  but  the  different  members  of  his  cabinet  spoke  in  the 
most  eulogistic  terms  of  my  government,  its  present  administration,  and 
its  distinguished  Secretary  of  State. 

Following  the  custom  inaugurated  by  my  predecessors,  to-day  I  have 
visited  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  for  Braal 
and  the  several  charges  d'affaires  representing  foreign  powers  near  the 
government  of  Venezuela,  and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  advise 
you  that,  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States,  I  was  received  with 
great  courtesy  and  distinguished  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuDy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELL 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingtany  D.  C. 


[niolosore  No.  1.] 

YoFR  Excellency  :  Havinc  the  honor  to  deliver  to  yonpereonaUy  the  antoeniph  Ict^ 
ter  of  the  Pteaident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  accrediting  me  as  minister  resi- 
dent)  near  the  government  of  Veneznela:  it  affords  me  profound  pleasure  to  assure 
your  excellency,  for  the  President  and  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  they  desire  and  hope  that  the  fraternal  and  friendly  relations  heretofore  existing 
between  the  sister  republics  of  the  United  States  and  Venezuela  may  not  only  remain 
unbroken,  but  that  their  fixture  intercourse  and  relations  may  be  such  as  to  unite  them 
more  friendly  to;;ether. 

The  President  of  my  country  has  instructed  me  to  say  to  your  ezceUency,  that  it  ii 
with  much  pleasure  that  he  learned  that  you  have  been  able  to  suppress  all  Actions  oppo- 
sition, and  to  maintain  and  preserve  your  government  against  all  of  its  enemies. 

The  United  States  having  just  passed  throi^ha  war  unparalleled  in  magnitude  suc- 
cessfully for  the  preservation  of  its  laws,  its  (institution,  its  government,  and  entered 
upon  a  career  of  grandeur  and  glory  unsurpassed  in  recorded  history ;  the  Presi<knt 
congratulates  you  on  your  like  success,  and  the  ability  with  which  yon  have  presided 
over  the  republic  of  Venezuela. 

In  assunung  the  duties  of  the  mission  to  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  been  pleased  t-o  assign  me,  i>ermit  me  at  this  my  first  opportunity  to  tender  you  my 
own  sentiment  of  great  respect  and  consideration  for  your  exceUency,  for  the  success  of 
your  government  and  the  happiness  of  your  people. 
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[Inclosnre  Ko.  5l.~Tnui«l»tion.l 

Mr.  Ministrr  :  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  receiye  from  your  hands  the  letter  accred- 
iting ^ou  as  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  those  of  Venezuela. 

A  diplomatic  representative  of  the  moiit  ancient  and  illustrious  of  the  sister  republics 
must  always  be  sure  to  command  a  very  kind  reception  in  this  natjion.  She  remembers 
gratefully  that  when  visited  in  1812  by  a  terrible  calamity,  the  Congress  of  the  American 
federation  hastened  to  her  relief  in  a  generous  and  spontaneous  manner.  That  was  the 
first  source  of  the  ties  of  affection  which  bind  both  peoples  in  close  amity.  In  the  process 
of  time,  their  relations  have  ^^wn  and  become  stronger  by  means  of  treaties  and  a 
constant  and  never  changing  intercourse.  My  government  has  given  sufficient  proofs 
of  the  hi^h  esteem  in  which  it  holds  its  good  understanding  with  yours.  In  that 
direction  it  will  at  all  times  be  met. 

Fortunately  I  have  brought  to  a  speedy  termination  the  revolts  which  during  my 
term  of  office  have  threatened  the  public  tranquillity.  In  so  doinjg  I  have  but  responded 
loyally  to  the  expectation  of  the  people,  but  the  satisfaction  Iderive  from  fulfilling 
my  duty  is  increased  by  the  congratulations  of  the  high  magistrate  who  sends  you  here ; 
and  they  inspire  me  with  renewed  confidence  in  the  future  success  of  my  efforts.  I 
ho]>e  that  no  factious  attempt  will  be  able  to  triumph  over  the  order  established  for 
the  welfare  of  the  republic. 

Yours  has  taught  us  that  even  the  most  wide-spread  and  powerful  rebellions  ^ve  way 
to  perseverance  in  the  good  cause,  and  fall  at  last  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  justice.  At 
that  issue,  which  I  doubted  at  no  time,  I  have  rejoiced  with  all  my  heart  Would  to 
God  that  domestic  dissensions,  only  once  felt  during  a  life  extending  through  almost  a 
century,  should  never  more  recur  in  that  country ;  wonderful  even  amid  its  misfor- 
tunes!   It  will,  no  doubt,  continue  prosperously  its  career  of  grandeur  and  glory. 

I  am  most  thankful  for  the  felicitations  of  your  President.  No  less  favorably  am  I 
impressed  with  the  marks  of  kindness  evinced  by  you  towards  the  Venezuelan  people 
and  government,  and  towards  myself.    You  are  welcome  to  this  friendly  republic. 


Mr,  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caramsj  December  26, 1867. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  in  Caracas,  jadging  from  the  ton©  of  El  Federal- 
ista  and  El  Porvenir,  the  only  newspapers  pablished  in  Caracas,  and 
the  statements  of  gentlemen  on  whom  I  supposed  I  could  rely,  my  impres- 
sions were,  that  the  rebellion  against  the  established  government  of  Ven- 
ezuela was  at  an  end,  and  that  peace,  order,  and  quiet  had  been  fully 
restored.  I  regret  to  have  to  advise  you  that  my  information  was  incor- 
rect, and  that  a  formidable  rebellion  is  now  in  progress. 

The  government  have  about  six  thousand  soldiers  in  the  field,  and  are 
increasing  the  number  daily  by  compulsory  enlistment  and  otherwise. 
The  insurgents  have  not  so  many,  probably  not  over  four  thousand. 

The  government  had  advices,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant,  of  an 
engagement  within  about  twenty  leagues  of  Caracas,  in  which  the  insur- 
gents were  routed.  It  was  rumored  some  days  since  that  the  rebels  had 
taken  Valencia,  a  city,  next  to  Caracas,  the  largest  in  population  of  any 

in  the  republic,  but  the  report  has  not  been  confirmed. 

•  •••••••• 

While  it  may  be  iK>ssible  that  President  Falcon  will  be  able  to  suppress 
the  rebellion  against  his  government,  and  to  restore  peace  and  quiet  to 
Venezuela,  for  the  present  I  am  satisfied  the  relief  will  be  of  short  dura- 
tion, and  that  in  the  end  his  government  will  have  to  give  way  to  an 

administration  no  better,  and  perhaps  worse  for  the  people,  than  his  own. 

•  •  •'•  •  •  •  #  • 

The  country  demoralized  from  constant  rebellions,  business  almost 
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suspended,  and  the  money  of  the  country,  if  any,  garnered  up  and 
secreted,  no  one  knowing  what  hour  the  govemm^t  may  demand  it  and 
take  it,  by  force  if  need  be,  unless  quietly  given  up. 

The  better  and  more  intelligent  class  of  x)eople,  and  in  fact  ahnost 
every  one,  have  a  hope  that  the  American  genius  of  statesmanship  will 
develop  some  plan  by  which  they  may  be  rdieved  from  perpetual  rebel- 
lions, revohitions,  and  dishonest  and  weak-minded  eflScials,  and  instead 
thereof  a  government  of  law  and  order. 

The  purchase  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Thomas  and  Saint  John's  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  has  led  this  people  to  hope  that  the 
great  republic  of  the  north,  in  extending  its  domain  and  power,  may 
some  day,  not  far  distant,  add  Yeneznela  to  the  galaxy  of  States  which 
constitute  the  great  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  K.  STILWELL 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washinfftonj  B.  C. 


Mr.  SHlweU  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TSo.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  December  28, 1867. 

Sib:  In  1826  Samuel  Hill,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  came  to  Venezuela  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs.  Dallets, 
of  Philadelphia.  He  continued  in  Venezuela  and  in  their  employ  until 
his  death,  which  was  some  time  during  the  year  1833. 

When  Mr.  Hill  came  to  Venezuela  in  1826,  he  brought  with  him  his 
family,  among  which  was  one  son,  Joseph  HUl,  then  about  nine  years  of 
age.  The  son,  Joseph  Hill,  from  the  date  of  his  arrival  till  the  pieseni 
time,  ha«  continued  to  reside  in  Venezuela.  A  number  of  years  since 
he  married  a  Venezuelan  woman,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  sons,  aged 
respectively  eighteen  and  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Hill  claims — and  it  is  a  fact  which  csm  be  substantiated,  I  have  no 
doubt,  by  excellent  proof-— that  he  has  never  done  or  performed  any  act  in 
Venezuela  to  sever  his  citizenship  from  the  United  States.  His  sous 
have  been  drafted  and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Venezuelan  army,  bj 
the  compulsory  process  which  this  government  has  adopted  oi  tiSmg 
recruits  wherever  they  can  fjid  them. 

Mr.  Hill  has  called  ux)on  me  several  times,  and  requested  my  inte^ft^ 
ence  with  the  government  of  Venezuela  for  their  discharge  frx>m  serrke 
in  the  Venezuelan  army,  upon  the  ground  that  th^  are  American  citi- 
zens. 

Desiring  to  act  correctly  in  the  premises,  I  made  an  examination  into 
such  rulings  as  the  State  Department  at  Washington  had  made  in  siBii- 
lar  cases  in  Venezuela.  I  find  by  dispatch  Ko.  22,  of  the  State  Depari- 
mefttj  bearing  date  16th  of  March,  1860,  to  the  honorable  Edward  A- 
Turpin,  then  minister  resident  near  Venezuela,  in  response  to  an  inquiiy 
made  by  him  to  the  State  Department  dispatch  No.  25,  of  date  February, 
1860,  that  General  Lewis  Caas,  then  Secretary  of  State  Jield  that  chiWren 
bom  in  Venezuela  of  a  father  who  was  a  citizen  of  ttie  United  States  *^aw 
declared  citizens  of  the  United  States.''  In  a  later  case,  that  of  Tiomas 
Idler,  referred  to  in  dispatch  of  honorable  E.  D.  Oulver,  then  reffldwit 
minister  to  Venezuela,  No.  47,  date  of  December  15,  ISeS,  the  State 
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Department  at  Washington,  dispatch  iN'o.  58,  of  d^te  January  25, 1864, 
held  that  it  was  "  apprehended  that  it  will  not  be  exi)edient  for  as  fur- 
ther to  interfere  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Thomas  Idler,  as  it  has  uniformly  been 
held  in  this  country,  and  especially  in  several  recent  cases,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  foreigners  born  here  are  citizens  of  the  United  States.'' 

While  I  have  declined  to  take  any  steps  in  regard  to  the  release  of  the 
sons  of  Mr.  Bill  until  ftdly  advised  what  course  to  pursue  by  my  govern- 
ment, the  question  is  an  important  one  in  Venezuela,  as  there  are  many 
persons  here,  bom  in  Venezuela,  sons  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  now  seeking  the  protection  of  my  government  from  military 
duty.  They  have  always  acted  upon  the  theory  of  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

I  understand  that  nearly,  if  not  all,  the  foreign  powers  represented  at 
this  court  hold  and  protect  as  citizens  the  sons,  although  bom  in  Ven- 
ezuda,  of  fathers  who  are  citizens  of  their  respective  countries.  At  aU 
event&^the  question  should  be  definitely  settled. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State j  Washingtony  D.  0. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  StilweU. 

K o.  8.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  21  j  1868, 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  December 
28, 1867^0.  8,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  two  minor  sons  of  Joseph  Hill, 
bom  in  Venezuela,  the  one  twenty  and  the  other  eighteen  years  of  age, 
to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  exempt  from  compulsory  service 
in  the  army  of  Venezuala.  Their  father  and  grandfather,  it  appears 
from  your  statements,  emigrated  in  1820,  and  none  of  the  family  would 
seem  during  the  long  x>eri^  of  more  than  forty  years  to  have  returned 
to  this  country  to  resume  the  native  allegiance  of  the  grandfather  and 
lather. 

The  young  men  in  question,  according  to  authoritative  expositions  of 
our  law,  were  bom  with  the  capacity  to  elect,  when  they  shall  arrive  at 
full  age,  whether  they  will  retain  the  citizenship  in  Venezuela  to  which 
their  birth  there  seems  to  entitle  them,  or  will  resume  their  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  which  their  father's  emigration,  while  an  infant,  and 
their  own  foreign  birth,  have  kept  in  suspense.  Every  presumption  is 
now  in  favor  of  their  intention  of  continued  resid^ice  abroad.  Should 
fhey  hepeafter  give  unmistakable  evidence  of  their  design  to  reside  per- 
manently in  the  United  States,  and  subject  tliemselves  to  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  citizenship,  a  case  will  arise  in  whiah  we  may  discuss  the 
right  of  Venezu^  to  exact  military  service  from  them  during  a  tem- 
porary sojourn  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  republic. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Thomas  N.  Stilwell,  Esq.,  i£e.,  &e.y  &c. 
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Mr.  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[£xtract.l 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracasy  February  6, 186a 
Sib  :  Since  my  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  December  the  af&urs  of  th» 
government  have  become  each  day  more  gloomy  and  uncertain;  the 
rebellion  more  formidable,  and  apparently  with  a  much  better  show  d 
success.  The  government  without  one  dollar  in  its  treasury,  and  with 
no  credit  whatever,  seems  less  able  to  suppress  the  revolution  than  a 
month  since.  The  oligarchista,  as  those  are  styled  who  formerly  were 
the  adherents  and  supporters  of  General  Paez,  and  his  administration, 
during  his  presidency,  constitute  about  seven-eighths  of  the  wealth  and 
respectability  of  Venezuela,  (and  perhaps  the  proportion  is  much  larg^,) 
favor  quietly  and  secretly  the  revolt  against  the  government.  The  fed- 
eralists— ^those  who  sustain  the  government — consist  of  those  in  office— 
those  who  think  they  are  making  money  out  of  the  patronage  of  the 

government,  and  perhaps  the  army. 

•  #  •  •  #  • 

Early  in  January  President  Falcon  broke  up  his  family  residence  m 
Caracas,  and  sent  his  family  and  furniture  to  Coro,  his  residence  at  the 
time  of  his  elevation  to  the  presidency.  This  act  of  itself  created  great 
distrust  in  the  minds  of  the  federalists,  as  it  was  believed  that  he  him- 
self had  lost  confidence  in  his  ability  and  power  to  sustain  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  same  ratio  the  oligarchists  were  inspired  with  new 
hopes  and  courage. 

On  the  12th  of  January  President  Falcon  reorganized  his  cabinet  A& 
this  is  done  so  often  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  foreign  represen- 
tatives accredited  to  this  government  to  tell  who  are  and  by  what 
name  to  address  the  ministers  of  the  different  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment, it  is  not  thought  that  this  act  will  give  any  additional  weight 
or  permanency  to  his  administration.  In  fact,  his  new  minister  of  finance, 
after  having  held  his  x)osition  for  a  few  days,  resigned  on  the  4th  instant, 
for  the  reason,  as  it  is  stated,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  attempt 
to  discharge  tne  duties  of  that  office  without  money,  without  credit,  and 
without  any  present  available  resources  whatever,  the  government 
indebted  to  every  one  almost,  who  annoy  him  at  all  l^ours  and  at  all 
places.    His  place  has  not  yet  been  filled. 

On  the  16th  of  January  President  Falcon  left  Caracas,  as  it  was  said, 
to  take  command  in  person  of  the  main  body  of  the  federal  army,  which 
is  now  at  or  near  Valencia.  Eecent  advices  say  he  is  at  Port  Cabello,  sod 
it  is  thought  that  he  had  no  intention  of  taking  command  of  his  army, 
but  that  the  announcement  wad  a  pretext  to  enable  him  to  leave  Caracas, 
and  that  he  will  remain  at  Port  Cabello,  where  he  keeps  a  wai*  steamer, 
or  in  the  vicinity,  so  that  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  suppress  the  dif- 
ferent factions  which  now  threaten  his  government,  he  can  escape 
without  much  risk  to  the  Island  Cura^oa.  In  the  mean  tiine  General 
Miguel  Gil,  the  Vice-President,  is  discharging  the  duties  of  President 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Some  time  since  the  claims  due  French  citizens  were  adjusted,  and  it 
was  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  government  of  Venezuela  that  seven- 
teen per  cent,  of  all  import  duties  received  at  the  port  of  La  Guayra 
should  be  paid  directly  to  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  France,  each  month, 
to  be  applied  in  payment  of  the  amount  heretofore  adjusted.  At  a  later 
period,  some  time  in  October  la^t,  the  government  made  a  farced  loan, 
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of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  of  some  of  its  citizens  in 
Caracas  ]  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  the  appearance  of  an  honest 
transaction  upon  the  part  of  the  government,  and  a  determination  to 
refund  the  money  with  interest,  the  government  agreed  and  pledged 
thirty  i)er  cent,  of  all  moneys  received  at  La  Guayra  for  import  duties, 
the  same  to  be  paid  directly  to  the  commissioners  of  said  loan. 

On  the  19th  of  December  last,  again  requiring  more  money,  the  gov- 
ernment being  absolutely  bankrupt  its  soldiers  without  rations  for  ten 
days  and  more,  the  clerks  in  the  various  departments  unpaid,  or  only 
partially  paid,  for  months,  forced  another  loan  for  two  hundied  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  Caracas, 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  government  that  thirty  per  cent,  of  all  the 
import  duties  received  at  the  port  of  La  Guayra  should  be  paid  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  loan  to  secure  the  payments  of  this  loan,  and  inter- 
est as  ill  the  former  case.  Soon  after  this  loan  had  been  made,  and  on 
the  2d  day  of  January,  1868,  the  government  issued  a  public  order,  or 
proclamation,  directed  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  La  Guayra,  reciting 
the  fact  of  its  promises,  pledges,  and  assignment,  of  the  three  several 
sums,  for  the  purposes  before  indicated,  and  instructing  him  to  pay  over 
from  time  to  time  such  sums  as  might  accrue  under  these  several  pledges 
and  agreements  to  the  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  and  yet 
within  a  few  days  thereafter  secretly  issued  an  order  to  the  same  collector 
of  customs  to  furnish  no  statemeptstoany  oneof  the  amount  received  for 
import  duties.  The  result  has  been,  that  the  collector  refuses  to  furnish 
any  statement  of  amount  of  money  received  for  import  duties,  or  to  pay 
over  the  amount  which  the  government  had  pledged.  The  government, 
on  the  other  hand,  refers  the  parties  in  interest  to  their  published  proc- 
lamation and  the  collector;  while  the  fact  is  apparent  to  every  one  that 
the  government  is  daily  using  the  entire  receipts  of  customs  without 
regard  to  any  promise  or  pledge. 

This  transaction  is  only  in  keeping  with  all  of  their  public  promises 
and  business  engagements. 

The  results  of  aS  such  double  dealing  have  been,  that  government 
securities  could  not  be  negotiated  at  ten  cents  on  the  dollar;  those  hav- 
ing money  are  sending  it  to  England  or  France  to  get  it  out  of  the  way 
of  the  government.  Business  of  every  kind  is  prostrated.  The  bank  of 
London  and  Venezuela,  and  the  only  one  in  Caracas,  discontinued  busi- 
ness and  closed  its  doors  on  the  1st  instant,  as  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try had  so  fallen  off  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  sustain  even  one  bank 
in  Venezuela  profitably.  More  than  one-half  the  improved  lands  of 
Venezuela  untilled  and  lying  waste;  for  as  long  as  this  rebellion  lasts, 
no  one  i^  safe  in  attempting  to  cultivate  the  lands  in  the  interior;  then, 
again.  Were  it  safe  in  other  respects,  it  is  impossible  to  procure  labor,  as 
all  the  farm-laborers  of  the  country,  almost  without  any  exception,  have 
been  impressed  into  the  army. 

I  have  said  nothing  as  yet  about  the  movements  of  the  army.  It  is  a 
matter  that  is  almost  impossible  to  tell  anything  about;  the  government 
suppresses  everything.  It  is  said  they  are  fighting  at  some  distance 
from  Valencia,  and  that  several  fights  have  taken  place  in  Aragua  and 
Carabobo,  ^itn  what  result  is  not  known,  or  the  number  of  men  engaged. 

1  had  intended  and  had  commenced  a  dispatch  upon  the  financial  con- 
dition of  Venezuela;  but  as  an  official  report  is  being  prepared  to  present 
to  congress,  which  convenes  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  I  have  delayed 
my  dispatch  upon  that  subject,  for  the  reason  that  nearly  all  my  facts 
and  figures  would  have  to  be  taken  from  the  official  reports  of  last  year, 
and  would  not  be  so  correct  as  if  delayed  until  after  the  meeting  of  congress. 
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The  mails  for  this  legation  I  find  the  department  forward  by  the  Ballet 
line  only.  This  makes  the  receipt  of  our  letters  very  irregvlar,  as  the 
Ballet  line*  does  not  pretend,  as  I  am  informed  by  their  agent  herj^  to  ran 
with  the  same  regularity  as  formerly.  We  would  receive  our  maUs  m«ch 
quicker,  and  much  more  regularly,  if  forwarded  by  the  Brazilian  line  of 
steamers  from  New  York  to  Saint  Thomas,  in  closed  bags,  to  the  care  of 
the  United  States  consul,  by  him  to  be  forwarded;  and  if  not  too  much 
trouble,  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  receive  our  mails  by  both 
lines  when  their  days  of  sailing  are  not  too  near  together.  We  have 
had  but  one  mail  since  the  6th  of  Becember.  I  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  this  matter,  trusting  entirely  to  your  judgment  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  8TILWBLK 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D,  0. 

This  evening,  and  before  mailing  the  foregoing  dispatch,  I  am  advised 
by  the  honorable  Eafael  Seyas,  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  that  the 
honorable  Jacinto  Gutierrez,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  had  during  the 
afternoon  of  to-day  tendered  his  resignation.  I  did  not  learn  that  he 
assigned  any  reason  for  his  resignation. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  honorable  Manuel  MuriUo,  envoy  ^rtra- 
ordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Oolombia  to  Venezuela,  had 
arrived  during  the  afternoon  at  La  Guayra  firom  Saint  Thomas,  on  the 
yacht  Galgo. 

Yours,  Ac, 

STILWEUL 


Mr.  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Seward^ 

No.  20.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  March  12,  I868w 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from 
the  honorable  J.  G.  Ochoa,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Yenezaela, 
(with  a  translation  thereof,  marked  inclosures  Kos.  1  and  2,)  which  dis- 
patch was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  of  the  acting  Presi- 
dent of  Venezuela,  declaring  all  the  ports  of  Venezuela,'  fit>m  the  river 
Ulnare  to  Gonoma  Point,  a  distance  of  about  six  hundred  mUes,  closed 
and  in  a  state  of  blockade,  a  copy  of  which  proclamation  and  translation 
thereof  is  also  herewith  inclosed,  marked  inclosures^  Kos.  3  and  4^ 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatSj  Washingtony  D.  0. 


SeHor  Ochoa  to  Mr,  SHlweH 

ITnndAtton.] 

UNTTED  STATBS  OF  VENBZUBLA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  AFFADIS,  CENTRAL  BtrSSAC— 

No.  142. 

Caracas,  10th  of  Mardi,  1868,  fM  omd  IOOl 
Sir  :  The  nndersiened,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  Stat<e  of  Veneiiiel», 
has  the  honor  to  inj&nn  Mr.  Minister  Besii&nt  of  the  United  States  of  America,  hoping 
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that  throagh  Mb  organ  it  maj  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  goyemment  and  citizens 
of  Mb  nation  that  the  national  executive^  a»  appears  from  the  annexed  copy  of  the 
decree,  has  declared  on  yesterday  closed  and  in  a  state  of  blockade  the  part  of  the 
Venezuelan  coast  that  extends  firom  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ulnare  to  Conoma  Point, 
in  the  State  of  New  Barcelona. 

With  such  motive  the  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Stilwell  the  assurances  of  his  dis- 
ti^uished  consideration. 

Qod  and  federation. 

J.  G.  OCHOA. 

Mr.  Thomas  N.  Stilwell, 

Miniater  Rendemt  of  ih€  United  Statrn  of  America. 


ITranBlatioiu] 

I,  Miguel  Gil,  general-in-chief,  primer  designado,  charged  with  the  national  executive 
office— 

A  revolt  having  taken  place  in  New  Barcelona  against  the  political  institutions  which 
the  nation  has  given  itself,  and  it  devolving  on  the  nationaiexecutive  to  make  use  of 
force  and  other  legal  measures  in  order  to  re-establish  oonstitutional  order — 

DECREE. 

Article  1.  The  coast  of  the  State  of  New  Barcelona,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Uduv  to  Conoma  Point,  is  declared  dosed. 

Art.  2.  The  same  extent  of  the  coast  is  also  declared  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

Art.  3.  If  anv  vessel  shall  approach  any  point  of  the  coast  mentioned,  the  blockading 
force  shall  notity  her  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade,  noting  in  its  navigation  papers 
the  day  and  the  place,  or  the  bearing^  in  which  she  was  founa,  and  also  the  notification 
made.  In  case  of  the  vessel  insisting  in  her  pretension  to  enter,  notwithstanding  the 
Boitice,  or  if  she  presents  herself  again  at  saia  points,  she  becomes  liable  to  be  seized 
and  detained  for  the  corresponding  trial. 

Art.  4.  For  the  seizure  and  detention  of  sMps  that  attempt  to  sail  from  the  blockade 
eoast,  the  previous  notification  prescribed  in  tne  foregoing  article  will  not  bo  needed. 
But  if  the  vMsels  that  attempt  to  sail  from  the  port  of  Barcelona  should  have  entered 
it  before  forming  the  blockaoe,  their  departure  shall  not  be  impeded. 

Art.  5.  Vessel  that  convey  effects  contraband  of  war,  for  the  coast  of  Barcelona,  or 
fiM'  the  insurgents,  shall  also  be  seized  and  detained ;  unless  their  captains  should  agree 
to  deliver  them  up  to  the  captor,  and  the  latter  be  able  to  take  the  same  on  board  with- 
out difficulty. 

Art.  6.  The  command«»  of  the  blockading  vessels  shall  proceed  with  the  ships  de- 
tained for  violation  of  the  blockade,  or  for  carrying  contraband  goods^  in  the  manner 
it  iB  provided  for  in  the  ordinances  respecting  privateering  of  lS2,  wnerein  it  is  not 
oppooed  to  the  foregoing  dispositions,  being  bound  to  bring  them  captured  to  the  port 
«s  La  Guayra,  in  oraer  that  the  federal  Mgn  court  may  try  them. 

Art.  7.  This  decree  shaU  be  notified  to  whom  it  may  concern,  and  the  minister  of  war 
and  marine  shall  t&ke  care  of  its  publication  and  fulfillment. 

Given  in  Caracas  on  the  9th  of  March,  1668,  5th  of  the  law,  and  10th  of  the  federa- 
tion. 

MIGUEL  GIL.     • 

For  the  acting  national  executive: 

ANTONIO  MATA. 

It  is  a  copy : 

H.  TODD, 
The  Secretary  qf  Marine, 


Mr.  SHlweU  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  March  16, 1868. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  Nos. 
7, 10, 11,  and  12,  of  January  25, 27,  and  28. 
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It  affords  me  no  ordinary  pleasure  to  know  that  my  remarks  on  pre- 
senting my  letter  of  credence  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  Vene- 
zuela has  met  with  your  approvaL 

I  will  submit  to  Joseph  Hill  the  substance  of  your  dispatch  (No.  10) 
relative  to  the  citizenship  of  his  sonsj  and  unless  they  furhi^  evidence 
of  their  intention  to  return  to  the  United  States  to  make  it  their  perma- 
nent home,  no  further  action  will  be  taken  in  their  behalf. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  K.  STILWELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtanj  D.  C, 


Mr,  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

GaracaSy  April  15, 1868. 

Sir  :  By  the  constitution  of  Venezuela,  the  congress  of  the  republic 
is  to  meet  on  the  20th  day  of  February  of  each  and  every  year. 

This  year,  however,  they  failed  in  organizing  the  two  houses  until  the 
2d  day  of  April,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  unable  to  procure  the 
constitutional  number  for  a  quorum,  although  a  less  number  had  met 
and  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  from  the  20th  of  February  till  the  date 
of  their  linal  organization. 

On  the  3d  day  of  April,  the  day  following  the  organization  of  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  a  large  number  of  soldiers,  disguised  in  citj^ns'  diess^ 
entered  the  lobby  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  pti^>08e,  as  it 
was  thought,  of  intimidating  those  members  who  were  supposed  to  be 
hostile  to  President  Falcon  and  his  administration,  and  thereby  secure 
the  election  of  a  first  designado,  (an  office  similar  to  that  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,)  who  should  be  the  Mend  and  in  the  intweet 
of  President  Falcon. 

The  president  of  the  house  of  representatives,  who  had  been  elected 
the  day  previous,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  over  the  candidate  brought 
forward  by  Falcon,  as  soon  as  he  made  the  discovery  that  the  president 
intended  to  control  the  action  of  congress  by  force  and  threats,  declared 
the  house  adjourned. 

President  Falcon  returned  to  Caracas  on  the  25th  day  of  March  from 
Puerto  Cabello,  but  he  did  not  in  fact  resume  the  duties  of  the  presideoey 
until  the  7th  day  of  April,  when,  by  an,<irrangement  with  those  in  s^^in- 
pathy  with  the  revolutionists,  he  agreed  to  reorganize  his  cabinet  by  the 
appointment  of  gentlemen  less  objectionable  to  the  opponents  of  his 
administration. 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  on  the  8th  instant  President  Fal- 
con announced  the  following-named  gentlemen  as  composing  his  new 
cabinet,  \\z :  Minister  for  the  department  of  interior  wid  justice,  and 
of  public  works,  citizen  Eafael  Arvelo;  for  foreign  affairs,  Jos^  G. 
Tillafaiie;  minister  of  finance  and  public  credit,  citizen  Antonio  Varejo; 
minister  of  war  and  marine,  Greneral  Francisco  Mejia.  These  gentle- 
men apparently  are  men  of  more  popularity,  ability,  and  character  than 
their  predecessors,  and  their  appointment  and  acceptance  have  led  the 
people  of  Venezuela  to  hope  for  a  better  state  of  political  affairs.  I  have 
no  Mth,  however,  that  the  change  will  lead  to  any  good  results. 
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From  the  8th,  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  new  cabinet,  till  the 
13th  instant,  when  the  two  houses  of  congress  reassembled,  negotiations 
were  constantly  going  on  between  President  Falcon  and  his  fiends  on 
the  one  side,  and  those  who  represent  the  revolutionary  interest  on  the 
other.  It  is  thought  that  some  understanding  haa  been  reached  that 
will  lead  to  some  kind  of  a  compromise  and  settlement  of  the  pending 
troubles  and  difficulties.  This  conclusion  is  only  warranted,  however,  by 
the  reassembling  of  congress,  and  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
upon  the  part  the  government  of  Venezuela  and  the  insurgents,  to  agree 
upon  some  general  basis  of  settlement,  by  which  the  revolution  shall 
cease,  which  commission  is  now  in  session  at  Valencia. 

Congress  has  done  no  business  as  yet,  wailing,  as  it  is  thought,  for 
the  commissioners  to  conclude  their  labors  at  Valencia. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Stilwell  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  34.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  May  27,  1868. 

Sir  :  On  the  17th  day  of  April,  and  within  two  days  after  the  date  of 
my  No.  27,  the  new  cabinet  resigned,  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  the 
acceptance  of  their  several  appointments  was  with  the  distinct  under- 
standing 4hat  congress  were  to  proceed  with  their  labors  with  a  consti- 
tutional quorum.  The  indications  being  that  such  was  not  to  be  the  fact, 
they  surrendered  their  portfolios. 

The  same  day  the  President  promptly  accepted  their  resignations,  and 
the  jsecretaries  of  the  different  ministers  charged  with  their  respective 
duties  ad  interim,  until  the  formation  of  a  new  cabinet. 

From  the  17th  until  the  28th  of  April  the  condition  and  affairs  of  the 
government  became  each  day  worse,  the  rebels  stronger  and  more  aggres- 
sive in  their  movements  on  Caracas. 

On  the  28th  President  Falcon  announced  the  formation  of  a  new  cabi- 
net, it  being  understood  and  agreed,  prior  to  its  appointment,  that  one  of 
their  number  should  be  elect^  first  designado,  a  power  given  by  the 
constitution  to  the  cabinet  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  congress  to 
elect,  and  the  person  so  elected  to  assume  the  duties  of  President  5  Presi- 
dent Falcon  agreeing  to  retire  to  Coro. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  on  the  29th  the  new  cabinet 
elected  General  M.  £.  Bruzual,  the  minister  of  war.  first  designado,  who 
at  once  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  tne  presidency,  Gene- 
ral Falcon  leaving  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day  for  Coro. 

The  rebels,  as  soon  as  the  new  order  of  things  was  announced,  became 
more  active,  and  from  the  Ist  of  May  up  to  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
skirmishes  occurred  almost  daily  between  them  and  the  government 
troops  near  Caracas.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  General  Colma,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  government  forces,  marched  out  of  the  city  with 
aboat  six  hundred  men,  and  gave  the  rebels  battle  at  or  near  Laa  Ad- 
juntas,  a  place  about ninemiles,  trom  Caracas.  After  a  few  hours'  fighting. 
he  fell  back  to  Caracas^  the  rebels  claiming  to  be  victors.  The  total 
loss  to  both  sides  is  variously  estimated  at  from  two  to  four  hundred. 
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Other  fights  of  not  much  noment  occurred  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th,  the 
rebels  each  day  approaching  more  nearly  the  city. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  rebels,  with  about  three  hundred  of  tbeir 
forces,  came  in  and  took  a  position  on  Mount  Calvary,  within  the  city  of 
Caracas,  apparently  without  opposition.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOth, 
soon  after  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  government  troops  engaged  them  iu  bat- 
tle, which  lasted  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  rebel  troopi 
eventually  retiring.  The  loss  was  about  two  hundred  killed  and  wowidttL 
It  is  thought,  and  perhaps  it  is  true,  that  General  Miguel  Antonio  Bojas^ 
the  commander  of  the  rebel  forces,  could  have  taken  Caracas  had  he  so 
desired,  as  but  a  small  part  of  his  forces  was  engaged.  At  all  events,  it 
became  evident  that  the^ebels  would  eventually  succeed.  The  result  of 
the  fight  of  the  10th  was,  that,  on  Monday,  negotiations  were  entered 
into  by  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  upon  the  part  of  the  govemment 
and  General  Miguel  Antonio  Eojas,  commander-in-chief  of  the  rebel 
forces,  (as  he  claimed,  but  in  fact  of  only  the  revolutionary  forces  rai»4 
and  operated  in  the  western  part  of  the  republic.  General  Jos^  Tades 
Monagas,  ex-president  of  the  republic,  at  that  time  being  in  command  of 
a  revolutionary  force  which  was  moving  on  Caracas,  equally  as  large 
and  more  thoroughly  equipped  and  armed,  raised  in  the  States  of  Barce- 
lona, New  Andalusia,  and  Bolivar,  being  the  eastern  part  of  the  republic) 
which  resulted  in  a  ^^  convention  of  peiKse"  between  the  govemment  and 
the  revolutionary  forces  under  the  command  of  General  Eojas.  By  the 
terms  of  this  treaty,  it  was  agreed  that  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual  sboald 
continue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  President,  and  that  General  Miguel 
Antonio  Bojas,  chief  of  the  reconquering  army,  (as  he  styled  himself,) 
should  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  western,  central,  and 
eastern  States,  in  which  revolutionary  movements  had  taken  place,  the 
government  pledging  itself  to  a  remission  of  all  penalties  fer  pohtical 
offenses,  a  strict  compliance  with  the  constitution,  the  protection  and 
complete  liberty  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  the  payment  of  ail  debts 
incurred  by  the  revolution,  without  regard  to  which  party  may  have 
contracted  them :  the  rebels  (the  patriots  as  now  styled)  acknowledging 
the  constitutionality  of  the  present  government,  pled^g  the  devotioa 
of  their  army  towards  its  maintenance,  their  best  ^orts  towards  the  end 
of  restoring  peace,  the  establishment  of  constitutional  liberty  throoghoot 
the  republic,  and  a  full  guarantee  of  the  protection  provided  by  law. 

In  accordance  with  this  treaty,  the  rebel  General  Bojas  at  once  assamed 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  republic,  which  was  consolidated  witb 
the  forces  previously  under  his  command. 

Commissioners  were  appointed,  and  dispatched  at  once,  to  confer  witli 
General  Monagas ;  others  to  visit  the  States  lately  in  rebellion  to  iudnee 
them  to  accept  and  acquiesce  in  the  treaty.  While  no  definite  advices 
have  been  received  from  these  several  commissioners,  the  indications 
now  are  that  the  revolution  may  be  said  to  be  over  for  the  present,  or  at 
least  so  weakened  in  strength  and  numbers  as  not  to  be  able  to  aceom- 
plish  anything  under  those  who  aspire  to  be  its  leaders,  and  to  control 
its  movements. 

General  Manuel  B.  Bruzual,  the  President,  is  a  son  of  Bias  BnunaL 
who,  for  several  years,  represented  Venezuela  near  the  govemment  oif 
the  United  States,  a  man  of  fair  ability,  said  to  have  been  an  able  gene> 
raL  and  is  reputed  to  be  an  honest  man. 

General  Eojas  is  a  man  unknown  to  fame,  probably  never  heard  of  (wt 
of  his  own  immediate  neighborhood  until  the  late  revolution  gave  him 
notoriety  as  a  guerilla  chieftain,  a  man  without  education,  and  apparently 
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without  ability ;  yet,  it  is  said,  be  evinced  great  ability  in  the  late  revo- 
lution, and  was  much  respect^  by  his  followers. 

With  no  great  faith  in  the  permanency  of  any  particular  administra- 
tion or  ti*eaty  of  the  i>eople  of  Venezuela,  with  whom  revolution  and 
rebellion  against  the  established  government  have  become  chronic,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  present  convention  of  peace  will  lead  to  a  more  per- 
manent result  than  those  which  have  preened  it,  and  that  Venezuela 
may  yet  be  a  land  of  constitutional  libei-ty,  of  law,  and  of  order;  and 
that  its  pneople,  instead  of  being  impoverished  by  its  continual  revolutions 
and  fratricidal  warfare,  may  be  rich  in  the  possession  of  a  good  and  stable 
government,  wisely  and  honestly  administered. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  STILWELK 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

CaracaSj  June  18, 1868. 

Sib  :  In  the  dispatch  of  the  minister  resident,  !No.  34,  dated  May  27, 
1868,  there  was  expressed  the  hope  that  the  treaty  of  peace  then  recently 
concluded  between  the  contending  factions  in  this  country  would  be  per- 
manent. The  result  has  been  otherwise.  This  treaty  was  not  accepted 
by  Creneral  Monagas  and  the  revolutionary  party  in  the  eastern  States 
of  the  republic. 

Having  ^idready  in  the  field  a  considerable  army,  he  continued  his 
advance  oii  Caracas,  (not  respecting  the  treaty  which  had  been  made 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent.) 

It  is  reported  that  he  is  now  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  the  city, 
with  an  army  of  about  four  thousand  men. 

Gkneral  Bruzual,  the  acting  President,  is  making  the  most  active 
preparations  for  the  defense  of  the  city.  He  has  now  at  his  di8X)osal 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  and  is  expecting  large  re-enforce- 
ments from  the  eastern  States  of  the  republic,  and  will  probably  take  the 
field  in  person.  On  the  15th  instant  he  issued  a  proclamation,  which,  in 
effect,  was  a  declaration  of  martial  law.  Since  then  very  many  of  the 
able-bodied  citizens  have  been  seized  and  forced  into  the  army,  and  all 
kinds  of  available  property,  including  horses  and  cattle,  have  been  appro- 
priated by  the  government  without  scruple.  I  regret  very  much  to 
inform  you  that  the  persons  and  property  of  foreigners  resident  here 
have  by  no  means  been  properly  respected. 

Outrages  of  the  most  high-handed  character  have,  as  I  learn,  been 
committed. 

Ko  American  citizens  have  suffered,  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  promptly 
demanded  and  procured  the  release  of  two,  who  had  been  wrongfolly 
arrested  and  taken  to  the  barracks,  to  be  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the 
army.  The  government  are  preparing  to  hold  the  city  to  the  last 
extremity.  Barricades  are  building  in  several  of  the  principal  streets, 
and  the  government  mansion  itself  is  being  made  ready  for  defense. 

Yesterday,  the  17th  instant,  I  attended  by  invitation  a  conference  of 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps,  called  together  by  Senor  Leal,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Brazil. 

There  were  present  the  representatives  of  the  Argentine  Gonfederaticul} 
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Belginm,  Brazil,  Chili,  Denmark,  England^  France,  Italy,  Spain,  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  I  vas 
informed  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  decide  if  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  body  shoald  offer  their  friendly  services  to  bring  about  an 
interview  between  General  Bruzual,  the  acting  President,  and  (leneral 
Monagas,  chief  of  the  insurgent  forces.  Knowing  full  well  that  it  was 
the  settled  and  invariable  policy  of  my  government  to  abstain  from  all 
interterence  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other  states,  I,  in  common  with 
the  representatives  of  France  and  Chili,  refused  to  discuss  the  quevStion 
until  I  should  be  informed  that  the  proposed  offer  of.  friendly  services 
was  desired  by  the  government  of  Venezuela. 

Thereupon  the  Brazilian  envoy,  and  the  consular  ofBcer  charged  with 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  were  apiwinted  a  com- 
mittee to  find  out  in  an  unofficial  manner  the  disposition  of  the  govern- 
ment. They  immediately  made  a  friendly  and  informal  visit  to  Mr. 
Urrutia,  minister  of  finance,  at  his  private  residence,  where  they  found 
also  General  Bruzual,  who  declared  that  he  would  be  very  much  pleased 
to  accept  £he  proposed  offer  of  friendly  services,  if  made.  As  the  consular 
officer  of  Colombia,  above  mentioned,  is  known  to  be  on  terms  of  the 
greatest  intimacy  with  Mr.  Urrutia,  and  as  he  and  the  envoy  of  Brafll 
went  immediately  from  the  conference  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Urrutia,  it 
may  be  reasonably  supx)osed,  esiJecially  as  they  there  met  General  Bru- 
zual, that  this  government  was  really  desirous  of  the  friendly  services  of 
the  di])lomatic  and  consular  body,  although  with  real  Spanish  pride  and 
reserve  they  were  too  haughty  to  come  out  and  ask  for  them  in  a  frank 
open  manner.  With  this  fact  in  view,  I  yielded  my  assent,  together 
with  the  rest  of  the  minority  of  the  meeting,  to  the  note,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  inclosed,  (marked  inclosure  No.  1,)  offered  by  the  majority,  a 
translation  of  whicn  is  herewith  appended,  (marked  inclosure  No.  U.; 
Copies  of  this  note,  the  meeting  decided,  were  to  be  dispatched  immedi- 
ately to  Generals  Bruzual  and  Monagas.  If  either  of  them  refused  the 
offer  therein  contained,  the  offer  was  to  be  considered  as  withdrawn  from 
the  other.  Together  with  the  representatives  of  France,  Chili,  and  some 
others,  I  took  the  strongest  ground  against  any  offer  or  attempt  by  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  corps  at  mediation,  intervention,  or  arbitration 
between  this  government  and  its  citizens  in  armed  rebellion.  Then  it 
was  unanimously  declared,  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  that  the  offer  of 
friendly  services  conveyed  in  the  note  was  only  to  be  considered  as  m 
offer  to  arrange  an  interview  (both  parties  consenting)  between  the  two 
distinguished  gentlemen  therein  named.  Such  interview  once  e^ab^ 
lished,  it  was  declared  that  all  action  in  the  matter  on  the  part  of  tb^ 
diplomatic  and  consular  corps,  as  a  collective  body,  was  to  cease  entirelv. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  deliver  copies  of  the  notes  to  Generals 
Bruzual  and  Monagas,  and  the  conference  adjourned,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  presiding  officer,  Senor  Leal,  envoy  of  Brazil. 

If  an  interview  between  the  opposing  chieftains  can  be  brought  ahoot 
and  the  present  troubles  of  thd  country  settled  without  further  bloodshed, 
thanks  will  be  due,  among  others,  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular  cory^ 
at  Caracas.  Whatever  be  the  result,  they  will  have  the  conseionsnes* 
of  having  used  every  exertion  that  their  duty  permitted  in  the  cause  of 
peace  and  humanity. 

I  will  endeavor,  sir,  to  keep  you  fully  advised  as  to  all  that  may  trans- 
pire here  during  this  important  crisis,  and  meanwhile  I  have  the  honor 
to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

ERASTU8  C.  PRUYX. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Legation  of  Brazil, 

Caraoasy  June  17,  1868. 
The  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  resident  in  Caracas,  in  view  of  the  critical  and 
delicate  situation  in  which  the  coontry  finds  itself,  and  of  the  desires  of  an  adjustment 
havinfr  been  frustrate<l,  b^  which  both  the  government  and  chief  of  the  eastern  militias 
are  animated,  and  in  union  with  the  friendly  sentiments  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments towards  Venezuela,  have  authorized  the  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Miyesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  to  tender  the  government 
of  the  republic,  as  likewise  to  General  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagas,  their  unanimous  good  offices 
tending  to  renew  the  conferences  and  negotiations  for  peace,  and  to  avoid  the  effusion 
of  blood  between  fellow  countrymen. 

The  diplomatic  and  consular  agents,  assured  of  the  elevated  and  patriotic  views  of 
the  government  and  General  Mona^^,  take  pleasure  in  believing  that  there  is  only 
needed  a  conference  in  order  to  realize  the  pacification  that  is  desired. 

The  undersigned,  while  making  this  announcement  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
renews  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  high  regard. 

FELIPE  JOSfi  PEREIRA  LEAL. 
Moot  Excellent  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

CaracaSj  June  26,  1868. 

Sib  :  In  dispateh  No.  3,  dated  June  18, 1868,  it  was  related  that  at  a 
conference  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps,  held  the  day  previous, 
committees  were  appointed  to  endeavor  to  arrange  an  interview  between 
General  Bruzual,  acting  President,  and  General  Monagas,  chief  of  the 
insurgent  forces,  then  threatening  Caracas. 

The  efforts  of  these  committees  were  successful.  An  interview  took 
place  on  the  19th  instant  at  San  Souci,  the  country  house  of  the  consul- 
general  of  Hamburgh,  about  three  miles  east  of  this  city. 

Each  chieftain  was  accompanied  by  a  few  followers  and  two  confiden- 
tial advisers.  They  discussed  together  nearly  the  whole  day,  but  were 
unable  to  arrive  at  any  agreement ;  so  the  affair  was  left  to  the  arbitra- 
ment of  battle.  On  the  20th  and  2l8t  instant  preparations  for  imme- 
diate hostilities  were  everywhere  visible,  and  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d  the  fighting  began ;  the  forces  of  government  being 
estimated  at  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  those  of  the  revolution  at 
three  thousand  three  hundred,  all  told. 

On  the  22d  battle  was  given  by  the  government  troops  at  Chacao,  a 
small  village  just  east  of  Caracas,  to  the  advancing  enemy.  The  govern- 
ment forces  were  totally  routed  and  fell  back,  in  great  disorder,  to  a 
strong  position  within  the  city  lines,  the  square  of  the  Candelaria,  which 
was  fortified  with  cannon. 

On  the  23d  instant  the  fighting  continued  within  the  city  with  similar 
resnlts,  the  government  forces  l^ing  steadily  driven  back  from  strong- 
hold to  stronghold,  firing  from  behind  fortified  windows  and  barricades, 
which,  in  every  case,  were  taken  by  the  determined  assaults  of  the  ene- 
my, who,  regardless  of  the  deadly  fire  poured  upon  them,  advanced  to 
victory  with  irresistible  valor. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  nothing  remained  to  the  government  forces. 
still  commanded  by  General  Bruzual,  but  the  government  square  ana 
the  buildings  facing  on  it,  comprising,  besides  private  edifices,  the  gov- 
ernment mansion,  the  cathedral,  and  the  archiepiscopal  palace.    All  of 
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these  were  fortified  and  defended.  The  whole  of  the  night  of  the  24th 
the  battle  raged  fiercely  for  the  possession  of  these  buildings,  which  were 
finally  taken  by  the  revolutionaiy  forces,  in  every  case  by  approaching 
them  through  the  houses  in  their  immediate  rear.  Before  five  o'clocl^ 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  all  was  quiet.  General  Bruzual  took  refujje 
in  the  house  of  the  charge  d'affaires  of  France,  and  escaped,  in  a  few 
hours,  to  La  Quay  ra.  General  Colina,  one  of  his  chief  officers,  was  taken^ 
wounded,  into  the  British  legation.  General  Aristiquieta,  with  the  rem- 
nants of  BruzuaPs  forces,  fled  to  the  barracks  of  La  Trinidad,  a  strong 
position  on  high  ground,  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  city.  Being  sur- 
rounded he  surrendered  with  his  men,  without  firing  a  shot,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  25th.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cit^",  who  had  remained  shut 
up  in  their  houses  during  the  three  days  of  the  siege,  came  forth  gladly 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  and  welcomed  the  conquering  heix)es  who 
had  delivered  them  from  the  unjust  and  tyrannical  rule  of  the  Bruzual 
government,  and  among  whom  were  many  of  their  relatives  and  dearest 
&iends. 

Since  their  entrance  yesterday  morning,  the  revolutionary  forces  lia\^ 
behaved  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  and  are  working  as  hard  as  pos- 
sible at  burying  the  dea<l,  removing  banicades,  cleaning  the  streets,  and 
restoring  the  city  to  its  normal  appearance. 

The  inhabitants  are  busy  nursing  the  wounded  in  the  hospitals  aud 
private  dwellings.  Everything  is  being  done  to  alleviate  their  conditioiL 
The  killed  and  wounded  of  both  armies  are  estimated  at  a  total  of  over 
one  thousand;  of  these  the  revolution  lost  probably  thre^  out  of  every 
four,  owing  to  their  men  being  exposed  in  taking  the  barricades  aud  for- 
tified positions  of  their  opponents. 

The  city  is  now  under  the  military  rule  of  General  JosiS  Tadeo  Mona- 
gas,  commander-in-chief  of  the  revolutionary  forces. 

It  is  expected  that  in  a  day  or  two  a  provisional  government  will  be 
declared,  of  which,  if  it  occur,  I  will  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  iu  due 
course. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEASTUS  C.  PEUIT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtofiy  D.  C. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  July  1, 1868. 
Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  20th  ultimo  I  received  a  circular  (inclosure 
Fo.  1)  bearing  date  June  28,  1868,  from  the  provisional  government, 
announcing,  as  you  will  see  by  the  translation  of  the  same,  (inclosure  >'a 
2,  herewith  appended,)  that  they  had  organized,  iu  accordance  with  tbe 
decree  of  General  Jos6  Tadeo  Monagas,  chief  of  the  revolutionary  fences, 
published  in  El  Federalista  newspaper.  No.  1,450,  Caracas,  Jxine  27,  l^tK 
A  translation  of  that  decree  will  be  found  in  inclosure  No;  3.  Inelosare 
No.  4  contains  my  reply  to  the  circular  of  the  provisional  goveniment 
above  refen'cd  to.  It  will  be  observed  that  I  merely  formally  ackDowl 
edge  the  receipt  of  the  circular,  as  I  have  not  as  j'et  received  the  formal 
and  solemn  assurances  I  require  of  the  intentions  of  this  government  to 
carry  out  in  good  faith  its  treatie*and  conventions  with  foreign  iwwers. 
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particularly  those  with  the  United  States.    The  revolution  has  been  a 
great  success. 

I  think  its  permanent  triumph  is  sure.  It  undoubtedly  represents  the 
popular  will. 

The  new  government  is  composed  of  men  of  great  ability  and  the  high- 
est personal  character,  chosen  without  distinction  of  party,  who  will 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  a  constitutional,  just,  and  republican 
manner. 

Bmzual,  I  hear,  has  escaped  from  La  Guayra  to  Puerto  Cabello,  with 
one  or  two  war  vessels  and  a  few  hundred  men,  with  a  view>  I  suppose, 
of  establishing  himself  there.  General  Monagas  is  about  to  follow  by 
the  interior,  with  a  large  and  well-equipped  army,  flushed  with  victory 
and  confident  of  future  triumphs. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  JStatCj  Washington^  D.  0. 


SenoT  ViUegoB  to  Mr,  Pruyiu 

[Translation.] 

UXmCD    STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  FOREIGN  AFFAUtS    DEPARTMENT,  CENTRAL  SECTION — 

No.l. 

[Circnlar.] 

Caracas,  June  28, 1868. 
In  confonnity  with  the  decree  promulgated  yesterday  by  the  general  and  chief  of  tie 
revolntion  army,  and  which  was  published  in  the  Federalista,  iK).  1,450,  the  individuals 
appointed  totM)n8titute,  as  ministers,  the  national  executive  administration,  have  assem- 
bled to-day  at  the  government  house,  and  have  declared  it  installed  under  the  character 
of  provisional,  after  having  elected*the  undersigned  to  preside  over  them. 

The  new  government  intends  to  fuliiU  worthily  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  confi- 
dence which  has  been  placed  in  it ;  and,  being  among  the  principal  ones  to  cultivate  the 
good  relations  of  Venezuela  with  the  friendly  nations,  is  nappy  to  inform  the  commer- 
cial agent  in  charge  of  the  American  legation  that  it  wiU  be  very  satisfactory  to  him  to 
carry  out  this  purpose. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  present  to  Mr.  Pruyn  the  testi- 
mony of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

GUILLEBMO  TELL  VILLEGAS. 
Ck>MBfERCiAL  Agent 

In  charge  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


[Tranalation.] 
DECREE. 

Article  1.  The  heads  of  the  national  executive  administration  shaU  continue  being 
the  same  that  the  letter  of  the  constitution  establishes,  and  shall  be  presided  over  by 
one  of  the  six  ministers  of  the  cabinet,  whom  his  colleagues  may  elect  by  absolute  ma- 
jority of  votes. 

Proviso. — ^The  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  said  ministry  shall  befiUed  by  election  and 
vote  in  absolute  majority  of  the  remaining  ministers.  i 

Art.  2.  On  the  members  of  the  ministry  being  appointed,  the  minister  designated  that 
shall  preside  over'it,  and  thus  reconstituted  the  national  executive  power,  the  latter  shall 
proceed  to  urge  the  States  to  send  their  senators  and  deputies  to  the  constitutional  con- 
gress of  1869,  the  consequent  }>opular  elections  being  holden. 

Art.  3.  I  appoint  to  serve  the  six  ministers  that  the  law  establishes  the  following 
citizens,  namely:  For  that  of  the  interior  and  justice.  Citizen  Mateo  Guerra  Marcano; 
for  that  of  the  treasury.  Citizen  Marcos  Santana ;  for  that  of  war  and  navy.  Citizen 
General  Domingo  Monagas ;  for  that  of  the  foreign  relations,  Citizen  Doctor  uuiUermo 
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Tell  Ylllegas ;  for  tliat  of  the  public  works,  Citizen  Doctor  Nicanor  Botges ;  for  that  of 
the  public  credit,  Citizen  Doctor  Antonio  Parejo. 

Art.  4.  Immediately  that  the  citizenB  apx>ointed  have  accept-ed  their  offices  consti- 
tuting the  council  of  ministers,  and  api>ointed  who  shall  preside  over  it,  the  exereiae  of 
all  administrative  functions  in  national  affairs  ceases  on  the  part  of  whatsoever  other 
authorities  de  facto  or  de  jure  at  present  existing ;  and  the  revolutionary  forces  slull 
remain  under  the  orders  of  the  national  executive,  in  such  form  reconstituted. 

Proviso. — ^The  actual  p^eneral-in-chief  of  the  armie«  of  the  revolution  shall  relinquish 
that  character  with  which  he  has  been  invested  by  the  people  when  the  complete  pari- 
fication  of  the  country  and  the  government  thereof,  conft>rmable  to  the  fe<leral  demo- 
cratic  system,  shall  conclude  the  task  for  the  performance  of  which  he  has  been  called 
to  that  post. 

Let  it  be  communicated  and  published. 

Given  in  Caracas  on  the  27th  of  June,  1868,  fifty-eighth  of  the  national  independeoee, 
and  the  thirty-eighth  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela. 

JOSfi  TADES  MONAGA& 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Senor  Villegaa. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

CaracKUf  June  30, 1868. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  legation  at  Canic», 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  dispatch,  marked  circo- 
lar  No.  1,  bearing  date  June  28. 

It  will  afford  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  reply  to  its  contents  in  detail  at  an  earir 
day. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  his  first  opportunity  to  assure  Mr.  Ville^  of 
his  distinguished  regard  and  consideration. 

ERASTU8  C.  PRUYX. 
Hon.  Guillermo  Tell  Villegas, 

In  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Venezuela,  ^-c,  ^c. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

CaracMj  July  Sj  lSf&. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  (marked  inelosare  Xo. 
1,)  and  a  translation  thereof,  (marked  inclosure  No.  2,)  which  I  receiveil 
on  the  4th  instant  from  the  minister  of  the  interior  and  justice  of  the 
Bmzual  government  at  Puerto  Cabello ;  as  also  copies  of  four  several 
decrees,  together  with  the  translations  thereof,  which  came  as  inclosun-> 
in  dispatch,  which  are  respectively  numbered  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 8,  9,  and  10. 

I  have  not  replied,  as  all  mail  communications  between  Puerto  Cabeft* 
and  Caracas  have  ceased  for  the  present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYX. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washinfftorij  D.  0. 


[Tranalatioii.l 

UNITED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR  AND  JUSTICBy  fiBCTlON 

No.  6. 

ICircnlar.l 

Puerto  Carello,  June  29, 1968. 
Fifth  year  of  the  law,  and  tenth  of  the  fedeniie^ 
Citizens  !  I  have  the  honor  to  address  yon,  and  of  informing  you  that  the  city  *i< 
Caracas  being  invaded  by  fioctions  commanded  by  General  Jm6  Tadeo  Mooagas.  tv 
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overthrow  the  constitutional  government,  the  incumbent  of  the  national  executive  of 
the  Union,  in  conformity  to  No.  16  of  the  72d  article  of  the  fundamental  chart,  decided 
on  the  removal  of  the  federal  district  from  the  expressed  city  to  this  of  Puerto  Cabello, 
where  it  finds  itself  established,  performing  the  ninctions  and  discharging  the  duties 
which  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  republic  assign  it. 

By  the  accompanying  official  bulletin  you  will  be  apprised  of  the  appointment  of  the 
ministry,  and  with  the  other  resolutions  and  decrees  issued  by  this  government,  that 
emanate  from  the  evente  above  expressed. 

The  national  executive  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  the  corresponding 
notification  to  the  government  that  you  so  worthily  represent. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
g^aiahed  consideration. 

Qod  and  federation ! 

a  PAZ. 

Hon.  Col&nel  Stilwell, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 


iTranalatioii.] 

I,  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  in  charge  of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
considering — 

1.  That  the  city  of  Caracas,  appointed  as  the  federal  district,  has  been  invaded  by 
the  factions  commanded  by  Greueral  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagas ; 

2.  That,  by  the  number  16  of  the  72d  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Union,  the 
national  executive  is  authorized  to  remove  transitorily,  in  such  emergency,  to  the  place 
he  may  designate ;  and, 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  State  of  Carabobo  has  given  his  assent  for  the  general 
government  to  continue  exercising  its  functions  in  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello — 

Do  decree : 

Article  1.  That,  while  the  city  of  Caracas  finds  itself  occupied  by  the  mentioned 
factions,  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello  shall  be  appointed  as  the  residence  of  the  national 
executive. 

Art.  2.  That  the  employ^  of  the  district  invaded  by  the  factions  shall  proceed  to 
occupy  their  respective  posts  in  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello,  and  on  not  doing  so  shall 
be  substituted  without  debarring  any  other  proceeding  which  may  have  to  be  pursued 
against  them,  if  they  have  incurred  treason. 

Art.  3.  Let  it  be  published  and  circulated. 

Given  in  the  dispatch  hall  of  the  national  executive,  in  Puerto  Cabello,  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1868. 

M.  E.  BBUZUAL^ 

[Translation.] 

I,  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  in  charge  of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
do  decree : 

AirriCLE  1.  I  appoint  as  minister  of  war  and  navy,  citizen  General  Jos^  Loreto  Aris- 
mendi ;  as  minister  of  the  interior  and  justice,  citizen  Doctor  Gregorio  Paz ;  for  the 
treasury  department,  citizen  Docter  Pedro  Bermudez ;  for  public  credit,  citizen  General 
Bartolom^  Mila  de  la  Roca  y  Yalenzuela ;  for  foreign  afiaires  citizen  General  Josd 
Gabriel  Ochoa  j  and  for  public  works,  citizen  General  Juan  Tomas  Perez. 

Art.  2.  Let  it  be  communicated  and  published. 

Given  in  the  dispatch  hall  of  the  national  executive,  in  Puerto  Cabello,  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1868. 

M.  E.  BRUZUAL. 


f  Translation.] 

I,  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  in  charge  of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
do  decree:      ^ 

Article  1.  I  appoint  as  first  chief  of  the  constitutional  army,  citizen  General  Pedro 
Manuel  R^U^^  ]  ^nd  as  second  chief,  citizen  General  Leon  Colina. 

Art.  2.  That,  while  the  absence  of  General  Leon  Colina  lasts,  citizen  General  Miguel 
Gil  shall  discharge  his  functions. 

Art.  3.  That  in  decrees  and  resolutions  that  will  be  issued  separately  the  other  ap- 
pointments shall  be  made  that  may  suit  the  better  organizations  of  the  army. 

Art.  4.  The  minister  of  war  is  left  in  charge  of  the  fulfillment  of  this  decree. 

Given  in  the  dispatch  hall  of  the  national  executive,  in  Puerto  Cabello,  on  the  27th 
of  Jane,  1868. 

M.  E.  BRUZUAL. 
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[TnuulatioiLl 

I,  Manuel  E.  Brnzual^  in  charee  of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  of  Venezneh. 
In  consideration  that  the  port  of  La  Guayra  finds  itself  occupied  by  the  faction  that  Gen- 
eral Josd  Tadeo  Mona$p«  commands,  it  being  obligatory  for  this  reason  to  impede  all 
maritime  commerce  with  said  port,  do  decree : 

Article  1.  The  blockade  of  the  port  of  La  Guayra  is  declared  in  all  the  extent  em- 
braced between  the  port  of  Colombia  and  Cape  Cordera. 

Art.  2.  The  chief  of  the  national  squadron  remains  charged  to  carry  into  effect  said 
blockade,  preventing  with  all  the  forces  found  under  his  orders  the  arrival  of  natioBsl 
or  foreign  vessels  on  the  expressed  coast. 

Art.  3.  The  same  chief  of  the  national  squadron  shall  make  the  corresponding  noti- 
fication to  the  captains  of  vessels  that  are  bound  to  La  Guayra;  and  in  case  thaij  not- 
withstanding the  notification,  they  should  pretend  to  violate  the  blockade,  he  sh^ 
seize  them,  taking  them  to  Puerto  Cabello,  in  order  to  be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  matter. 

Art.  4.  I£^  on  making  the  notification  and  visit  to  the  vessels  that  attempt  to  violate 
the  blockade,  contraband  of  war  should  be  found  in  them,  notwithstanding  that,  by  the 
documents  presented,  the  procedure  of  the  captains  should'  appear  justified,  because  they 
had  not  had  in  the  port  of  their  departure,  nor  in  any  other  point  of  their  transit,  any 
knowledge  of  the  present  decree,  they  shall  be  in  like  manner  seized  and  tried  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Art.  5.  Let  it  be  communicated  to  whom  it  may  correspond;  let  it  be  published  aod 
circulated. 

Given  in  the  disx>atch  hall  of  the  national  executive,  in  Puerto  Cabello,  on  the  S7th 
of  June,  1868. 

M.  E.  BRUZUAL. 

J.  L.  Arismkndi, 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Navy. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

« 
No.  T^.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  July  9, 1868. 
^SiR :  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  toyou  that  the  ninety-third  anniver- 
Wcy  of  our  national  independence  was  duly  celebrated  and  respected  in 
this  capital. 

The  flags  of  the  various  foreign  nations  represented  liere  were  difr 
played  from  their  respective  legations ;  also  that  of  Venezuela  from  the 
government  mansion. 

Mr.  Vill^gas,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  charge  of  the  executive 
power,  and  also  the  secretary,  Mr.  Seijas,  together  with  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  corps,  called  on  the  legation,  and  the  American  citizens 
generally  here  also  paid  their  respects. 

Late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  a  communication 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  informing  me  that  the  execntive 
would  receive  on  the  5th  instant,  that  being  the  anniversary  of  Vene- 
zuelan independence.  A  translation  of  the  communication  above  referred 
to  will  be  found  in  inclosure  No.  1. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  in  company  with  General  David  M.  M- 
mage.  United  States  commissioner,  and  one  or  two  other  American  citi- 
zens of  distinction,  I  called  at  the  government  mansion,  where  I  found 
the  whole  cabinet,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Vill^gas,  the  acting  executiw, 
receiving  in  the  grand  saloon.  I  paid  my  respect^  to  the  government  in 
the  following  terms : 

•  Mr.  Presideih'  :  In  felicitating  the  government  and  people  of  Veneruebk  in  the 
name  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  on  this  great  ana  joyous 
anniversary  of  Venezuelan  independence,  permit  me  to  observe  that  this  day,  however 
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precious  to  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  also  to  those  of  mine,  has  a  far  higher  and 
more  solemn  import  as  being  an  anniversary,  and  one  of  most  glorious,  of  the  triumph 
of  repulicon  principles. 

The  capacity  of  the  masses  for  self-government  has  been  proved  by  the  terrible 
ordeal  of  civil  war  in  my  own  countr>%  and  also  in  yours,  Mr.  President.  In  both  the 
result  has  been  equally  a  triumph  of  liberal  principles.  And  in  the  formation  of  this 
government,  of  which  you,  sir,  are  the  distinguished  head,  the  great  doctrine  of  popular 
rights  has  been  vindicated,  and  liberty  and  justice  have  been  established  hereon  a  sure 
and  enduring  basis. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  Mr.  President,  that  republican  principles  are  slowly  but  surely, 
with  irresistible  force,  spreading  over  the  whole  civilized  world.  The  governments  of 
Europe,  while  still  preserving  the  name  and  appearance  of  monarchies,  are  rapidly 
becoming  subservient  to  the  will  of  tlie  people,  which  they  no  longer  dare  resist.  The 
great  reforms  in  England,  the  consolidation  of  the  German  and  Italian  nations,  and  many 
other  events,  apparent  to  all,  conclusively  prove  this. 

Although  republican  doctrines  may  be  found  in  the  writings  of  extreme  antiquity, 
yet,  sir,  before  the  advent  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  but  little  regard  was 
paid  by  the  powcrfal  few  to  the  rights  and  needs  of  the  sufieriug  masses  of  humanity. 

The  sublime  exauiple  and  teachings  of  our  Lord  have  so  purified  and  inspire<l  the 
hnm^n  heart  that  all  men,  worthy  ot  the  name  of  men,  strive  and  pray  that  just  and 
liberal  governments  may  be  everywhere  established.  "  Give  us,"  said  the  immortal 
Lincoln,  "  a  government  of  the  people,  for  the  jHiople,  and  by  the  people,  in  which  all 
shall  have  equal  rights,  without  distinction  of  race  or  color." 

We,  Mr.  ri-esident,  may  soon  pa«s  away  from  this  life,  our  nations  and  even  our  race 
mav  perish  in  the  course  of  events ;  but,  sir,  the  republican  principles  of  equal  rights 
and  popular  government,  which  we  profess,  will  endure  as  lon^  as  human  society  shall 
exist,  and  the  Christian  religion  prevail  among  men.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  offer  to  you 
and  your  government  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

Mr.  Vill^gas  replied  briefly,  in  suitable  and  dignified  terms,  after  which 
the  interview  terminated. 

Later  in  the  day  the  legation  called  on  the  surviving  heroes  who  fought 
and  bled  for  Venezuelan  independence,  Generals  Monagas,  Soublete, 
and  Blanco,  and  also  on  the  family  of  General  Paez.  This  compliment 
was  highly  appreciated  by  them,  and  handsomely  acknowledged  by. the 
public  press. 

I  am,  sirl  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRDT]^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,    ■ 

Secretary  of  8tat€j  Washington^  D.  C 


[Tmislation.] 

Caracas,  July  4, 1868. 
The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  salutes  attentively 
the  commercial  agent  in  charge  of  the  legation  of  the  Unit«i  States  of  America,  and 
has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that  to-morrow  is  the  national  holiday  on  account  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  independence  of  Venezuela,  and  that  the  executive  will  receive  at 
11  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  the  government  house. 
Mr.  Erastus  C.  Pruyn, 

Commercial  Agent  in  charge  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  States, 
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Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  July  20, 1868. 

Sm :  Having  received,  during  the  fortnight  ending  Jaly  6,  several 
communications  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Puerto  Cabello,  both 
of  an  official  and  private  character,  in  which  were  described  the  terrible 
state  of  affairs  existing  there,  that  the  life  and  property  of  foreigners 
were  in  daily  peril,  and  that  there  was  an  immediate  necessity  of  a 
United  States  war  vessel  to  protect  our  interests  at  that  place,  [as  you 
have  without  doubt  heard,)  I  wrote  to  the  naval  officer  in  command  at 
Santa  Craz,  informing  him  of  these  facts,  and  requesting  that  a  man-of^ 
war  should  be  immediately  sent  to  Puerto  Cabello.  I  also  mentioned  to  him 
the  fact  that  the  so-called  Bruzual  government  had  declared  a  blockade 
of  La  Guayra  and  the  coast,  which,  even  if  legal,  I  had  no  idea  they 
would  be  able  legally  to  enforce.  My  information  and  opinions  as  to 
both  of  these  matters  were  in  accordance  with  those  of  all  the  fordgn 
representatives  and  foreign  merchants  in  Caracas,  La  Guayra,  and  Puerto 
Cabello.  During  the  last  days'  of  June  I  had  serious  thoughts  of  seid- 
ing  a  special  messenger,  in  a  vessel  chartered  for  the  purpose,  to  Santa 
Cruz  and  Saint  Thomas  for  a  war  vessel,  but  as  the  cost  of  such  a  stj^ 
would  have  been  at  least  six  hundred  dollars  in  United  State^s  gold  coin, 
I  determined  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  the  regular  packet  of  July  7, 
fix)m  La  Guayra  to  Saint  Thomas. 

This  packet  the  government  ordered  detained  for  twenty-fourhours,  until 
the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  the  si)ecial  messenger  to  whom  I  had  intrusted 
the  mail  of  the  legation,  including  the  dispatch  to  the  commanding 
naval  officer  at  Santa  Cruz,  was  in  readiness  to  embark  at  that  time. 
It  so  hapi)ened,  however,  that  through  some  accident  or  neglect  the 
government  order  was  not  obeyed,  and  the  vessel  sailed*  on  the  evejiing 
of  the  7th ;  consequently  the  legation  mail  was  left  behind. 

Eeflecting  on  the  serious  state  of  affairs  in  this  country,  and  also 
bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  I  had  already  delayed  some  ten  days  or 
more  in  sending  for  a  war  vessel,  I  determined  .that  it  was  my  duty, 
particularly  as  the  state  of  affairs  was  becoming  daily  worse,  to  send  sU; 
any  expense  or  trouble  for  a  war  vessel.  The  case  being  so  urgent  I  de- 
cided to  go  in  person,  everything  being  quiet  in  Caracas.  I  gave  the 
legation  in  the  hands  of  a  confidential  friend,  an  American  gentleman 
of  high  character.  I  was  not  obliged  to  charter  a  special  vessel,  having, 
after  some  difficulty,  made  an  arrangement  to  go  to  Saint  Thomas  iu  a 
small  vessel  of  about  forty  tons,  together  with  an  agent  of  this  govern- 
mentj  who  had  business  there  of  a  pressing  nature. 

This  was  much  less  expensive  than  taking  a  special  vessel.  I  left 
Caracas  on  the  9th  instant,  and  La  Guayra  on  the  10th.  The  vessel  was 
of  the  most  miserable  and  uncomfortable  description,  very  slow  and 
very  dirty.  She  had  a  bad  leak,  and  the  pumps  had  to  be  worked  very 
frequently.  We  arrived  at  Saint  Thomas  at  six  o'clock  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th,  having  suffered  every  inconvenience  on  the  voyage. 

I  immediately  saw  the  acting  consul,  Mr.  E.  B.  Simmons,"  of  the  honse 
of  G.  W.  Smith  &  Co.,  who  told  me  that  there  were  no  vessels  of  tiie 
United  States  navy  ei  ther  at  Saint  Thomas  or  Santa  Cruz,  and  that  the  only 
places  to  which  information  could  be  speedily  conveyed,  where  bethought 
any  of  our  men-of-war  might  be  found,  were  Jamaica  and  Aspinwall.  I 
accordingly  wrote  dispatches  to  the  United  States  consuls  at  both  of 
those  loQalities,  conveying  information  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  this 
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country,  and  asking  them  to  request  the  nearest  officer  commanding  any 
United  States  war  vessel  to  proceed  hither  immediately.  These  dis- 
patches went  on  the  15th  instant  by  the  English  mail  steamer. 

I  left  Saint  Thomas  on  the  16th  in  the  regular  mail  packet,  and  arrived 
at  La  Guayra  late  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.    On  the  19th  I  returned 
to  Caracas  and  resumed  charge  of  the  legation,  finding  all  in  order. 
1  was  absent  from  my  post  exactly  ten  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEASTUS  C.  rRUYlJf. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washington^  D.  0. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  12.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracasj  July  21, 1868. 

SiB :  In  dispatch  No.  7^  dated  July  8,  1868,  there  may  be  found,  in 
inclosure  No.  10.  a  translation  of  a  proclamation  by  the  so-called  Bruzual 
government  of  the  "blockade  of  the  Port  of  La  Guayra  in  all  the  extent 
embraced  between  the  port  of  Colombia  and  Cape  Cordera.^  I  beg  to 
refer  you  to  this,  and  to  the  original  of  the  same,  (marked  inclosure  No.  9, 
in  dispatch  No.  7,)  dated  Puerto  Cabello,  June  27,  1868,  and  signed  "  M. 
E.  Bruzual,"  and  also  "El  Ministro  de  Guerra  y  Marina,  L.  Arismendi.'' 
No  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the  blockade  until  July  11th,  on  the 
morning  of  which  day  the  following  war  vessels,  manned  by  the  parti- 
sans of  Bruzual,  appeared  off  La  Guayra,  viz.,  the  steamer  Bolivar  and 
the  Goleta  Mariscal,  without  giving  notice  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
blockade  to  any*  person.  They  remained  before  La  Guayra  until  the 
ev^ening  of  the  15th,  when  they  left  it,  as  is  supposed,  to  return  to  Puerto 
Cabello,  having  captured  during  their  stay  only  two  small  coasting 
vessels,  loaded  with  fish  and  fhiit. 

On  the  11th  instant,  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
body  called^  by  informal  invitation,  at  the  government  house,  Mr. 
Villegas,  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  wishing  to  consult  with  them 
about  the  blockade.  Mr.  Villegas  argued  strongly  as  to  its  illegality,  and 
appeared  anxious  that  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  should 
declare  that  they  would  not  respect  it.  But  these  gentlemen  declined 
making  any  declaration  on  the  subject,  reserving  to  themselves  the  lib- 
erty to  act  as  each  might  deem  proper,  under  such  circumstances  as 
should  arise. 

On  the  16th  instant  a  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  blockade  was  received 
at  this  legation  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  which  will  be 
found  in  inclosure  No.  1,  and  a  translation  of  the  same  in  inclosure  No.  2. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  II.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtanj  B.  C. 
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Senor  VUlegM  to  Mr.  Pruffn. 

[TransUtion.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DEPABTMENT  OF  FOBEION  AFFAIRS— No.  82. 

[Circular.] 

Caracas,  July  16,  1868,  5  and  10. 

The  undersized,  miniBter  of  foreign  affiiirs  of  tlie  United  States  of  Yeneznela,  has 
the  honor  to  state  to  the  incumbent  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  coufonnablx 
to  a  resolution  of  the  national  executive,  that  the  blockade  decreed  fwui  the  port  «f 
Colombia  to  Cape  Conlera  by  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual  is  null  and  non-existentj  u 
well  frOm  the  want  of  legitimate  power  to  decree  it  as  £rom  the  lack  of  the  requisites 
that  the  law  of  nations  demands. 

In  unfolding  the  reasons  that  ^ve  rise  to  this  declaration,  the  undersigned  wiU  add 
some  of  the  arguments  that  justify  him,  according  to  the  practice  and  principles  gen> 
erally  admitte<l. 

The  canitnlation  has  already  been  communicated  to  the  incumbent  of  the  legation 
of  the  United  States,  whereby  the  remainder  of  the  forces  of  the  government  that 
existed  in  Caracas  surrendered  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  revohition, 
and  bound  themselves  to  the  delivery  of  the  towns  of  La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Cabello, 
and  otiier  points  garrisoned  by  the  national  forces,  of  the  vessels  of  the  navy  and  of  the 
elements  of  war  that  they  might  have.  The  chief  of  statf  stipulated  in  the  name  of 
General  Bnizual,  who  had  spoken  to  several  members  of  the  diplomatic  body  of  his 
disposition  to  surrender  himself,  desiring  only  guarantees  for  his  person.  The  obser- 
vation that  Bnizual  retains  General  Aristiguieta  in  Puerto  Cabello  in  the  same  charac- 
ter of  chief  of  staff,  and  of  his  not  having  contradicted  the  document  which  is  treated 
of,  gives  more  weight  to  this  statement-.  From  the  instant,  when,  in  virtue  thereof^  the 
combat  ceased  and  the  chief  and  the  troops  benefited  by  the  capitulation  remain<^  at 
liberty,  the  government  that  was  so  called  lost  its  character  of  a  belligerent,  without 
the  violation  of  the  word  of  honor  pledged  to  the  fnllfilment  of  an  act  that  all  its  cir- 
cumstances rendered  sacred,  being  able  to  restore  it.  It  is  just,  then,  to  consider  the 
faction  of  Puerto  Cabello  in  the  same  case  in  which  they  would  find  themselves;  for 
instance,  the  chiefs  of  the  vessels,  if  they  had  risen  up,  on  their  own  account^  asainst 
the  nation ;  and  if  in  such  mutineers  no  one  would  recognize  the  rights  of  belliger- 
ents, with  like  parity  they  must  be  denied  to  the  others.  Now,  taking  into  considera- 
tion that  they  are  reduced  to  one  single  point,  already  besieged  by  numerous  forces,  and 
opposed  or  without  support  in  all  the  States  of  the  Venezuelan  Union ;  and  that  they  can- 
not pro<luoe  any  other  result  than  that  of  augmenting  the  misfortunes  of  the  conntiy, 
and  prolonging  the  evils  from  which  the  revolution  has  sprung,  with  grievous  iigoiy 
moreover  to  foreign  commerce,  we  are  constrained  to  conclude  that  they  have  no 
authority  to  decree  blockailes,  nor  any  other  such  measures. 

As  it  relates  to  the  blockade  of  General  Bruzual,  setting  aside  its  illegitimacy,  there 
would  be  wanting  to  it,  in  the  first  place,  the  diplomatic  notification,  which  European 
powers  have  not  though  proper  to  preclude,  as  has  been  seen  in  the  last  wars  of  that 
continent.  It  will  always  be  very  useful  to  prevent  the  ignorance  therrof  firom  occa- 
sioning damages  to  the  commerce  of  neutrals. 

In  the  second  place,  the  blockade  of  the  coast  bdng  declared  from  the  port  of 
Colombia  to  Cape  Cordera,  it  is  not  possible  that  the  presence  of  one  st«amer  and  od« 
schooner  would  be  sufiicient  to  impede  effectually  communication  with  the  aforemen- 
tioned coast. 

In  the  third  place,  the  decree  commands  the  chief  of  the  so-titled  squadron  to  ppp- 
vent  the  arrival  of  national  and  foreign  vessels,  when  the  blockade  should  have  for  ito 
object  to  close  as  well  their  entrance  as  their  departure :  to  render  impossible,  not  only 
commerce,  but  every  species  of  communication  with  tne  place  blockaded.  Only  aw 
vessels  permitted  to  depart  that  might  have  entered  before  the  blockade  was  estab- 
lished. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  ordered  in  the  decree  that  the  special  notification  of  the 
blockade  be  made  to  the  ships  that  are  bound  to  La  Gnavra;  but  it  is  not  provided  thai 
there  should  be  entered  on  the  papers  of  navigation  of  the  same  the  day,  and  the  place, 
or  the  latitude,  in  which  they  may  have  been  found  before  being  notified,  as  the  treaty 
of  Venezuela  and  France  of  25th  of  May,  1843,  in  its  19th  article  requires,  and  al» 
that -which  the  republic  and  Denmark  signed  on  the  19th  December,  1862,  article  17. 

In  the  fifth  place,  vessels  that  pretend  to  violate  the  blockade  ^all  be  seized, 'and 
taken  to  Puerto  Cabello,  to  be  tried  acconling  to  the  laws  of  the  matter. 

The  author  of  the  decree  forgot  that  the  only  tribunal  called  to  take  congnizance  of 
prizes,  according  to  article  89  of  the  constitution,  is  the  high  federal  court,  and  that 
this  body,  appointed  by  congress,  continues  discharging  its  mnctions  in  Caracas.  Any 
other  tribunal  whatsoever,  created  to  take  cognizance  of  prizes,  would  be  uncon^tn* 
tional,  so  much  the  more  so  since  the  executive  has  no  power  to  establish  them,  nor  to 
appoint  judges. 
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In  the  sixth  place,  the  same  decree,  which  is  being  analyzed,  recognizes,  In  some  man- 
ner, in  the  5th  article,  the  necessity  of  the  diplomatic  notification  that  it  has  not  before 
prescribed,  and,  moreover,  orders  the  seiznre  and  trial  of  the  vessels  that  attempt  to 
violate  the  blockade,  and  in  which  contraband  of  war  is  found. 

Here  the  treaty  of  Venezuela  with  the  United  States  is  broken,  according  to  which, 
in  its  16th  article,  ships  which  carry  contraband  of  war  must  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue 
their  voyage,  if  their  commander  oifersto  deliver  it,  not  being  in  quantity  greater  than 
what  may  be  conveniently  received  on  board  the  capturing  vessel.  By  the  same  treaty^ 
contraband  is  declared  an  object  of  confiscation,  but  free  and  in  no  manner  contami- 
nated by  the  goods  prohibited,  the  vessel  loaded  with  them^  and  the  rest  of  the  cargo. 

The  same  was  stipulated  by  the  treaty  in  force  of  this  country  with  Denmark. 
Finally,  the  continuity  of  the  blockade  would  not  exist,  because  of  the  two  vessels 
thereant<o  destined,  the  steamer  is  not  well  provided  with  coal,  and  in  case  of  making 
seizures,  having  to  take  to  Puerto  Cabello  the  ships  detained,  they  would  have  neces- 
sarily to  withdraw. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  facts  have  come  to  confirm  the  exactness  thereof. 
The  supposed  blockading  vessels  steered  their  course  last  night  for  Puerto  Cabello,  and 
to-day  the  steamer  Talisman,  hailing  from  Liveq^ool,  has  arrived  at  La  Guayra,  without 
any  hinderance.  More  than  sufficiently  founded  therefore,  is  the  hope,  that  the  gov- 
ernment entertains  that  the  dipolmatic  and  consular  bodies  will  not  acknowledge  the 
pretended  blockade,  extending  the  protests  necessary  for  the  effect,  and  acting  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

The  undersigned,  Slc,  &,c.    Union  and  liberty. 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILLEGAS. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No,  13.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  July  22, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
department,  a  communication  dated  July  7  but  received  July  18  inclo- 
sure  No.  1,  with  the  translation  of  the  same,  inclosure  No.  2,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  General  J.  M.  Aristiguieta,  the  chief  of  staff  of  General 
Bruzual,  before  and  during  the  recent  siege  of  Caracas.  In  inclosure 
No.  3  will  be  found  a  copy  of  the  argument  between  General  Aristiguieta 
and  General  Jos^  T.  Monagas,  concerning  terms  of  capitulation,  &c.,  and 
inclosure  No.  4  contains  a  translation  of  the  same.  •  •  • 
I  ank  sir,  very  respectftOly,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  V^iLLiAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Senor  Villegas  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 
[TraoalAtioii.l 

UNITED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DEPAKTMKNT  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU— 

No.  75. 

Caracas,  July  7,  1868. 
Fifth  year  of  the  law  and  tenth  of  the  federation. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  has 
the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  incumbent  of  the  legation  of  the  United  Statet 
to  the  inclosed  authorized  copy  of  the  convention  which,  on  the  25th  of  last  month, 
wan  entered  into  with  General  J.  M.  Aristiguieta,  chief  of  staff  of  the  forces  of  General 
Brvzoal :  a  communication  which  had  not  been  made  heretofore,  because  it  was  still 
doubted  that  the  convention,  conceded  by  the  generosity  of  the  conquerors,  would  have 
been  violated  to  the  point  of  attacking  neutr^  interests. 

After  the  army  of  General  Bruzual  became  completely  conquered  within  this  city, 
where  it  had  intrenched  itself  in  its  rash  resistance,  those  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
barrack  of  Saint  Carlos  proposed  to  surrender  themselves  to  the  conquerors.  Their 
Borrender  was  accepted  and  guarantees  were  conceded  to  them  under  the  stipulations 
of  that  covenant,  wherein  General  Aristiguieta  in  his  expressed  characters  bound  him- 
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self  by  his  word  of  honor  to  deliver  np  all  the  individnals  of  the  troops  and  elements 
of  war  upon  which  the  government  counted,  which  he  had  defended,  the  t4>wn  of  La 
Guayra,  and  the  forces  there  existing,  and  to  give  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  reaaels 
of  war  of  the  nation,  the  castle  and  town  of  Puerto  Cabello,  and  other  points  garri- 
soned by  national  forces,  together  with  all  the  elements  of  war  that  they  might  have. 

Far  from  having  fullilled  the  convention,  the  conquered  took  away  with  them  from 
La  Guayra  the  garrison,  armament,  and  ammunitions,  not  without  first  rendering  ujaeless 
the  artillery,  tM>  cumbersome  to  transport,  and,  after  seizing  the  vessels  of  war,  went 
off  to  Puerto  Cabello. 

From  the  facts  set  forth,  and  others  that  are  notorious,  it  is  evidently  deduced  that 
no  right  assists  the  refugees  in  Puerto  Cabello  to  decree  blockades,  nor  any  other  meas- 
ures hostile  to  the  government  of  the  republic. 

As  the  national  executive  has  information  that  the  herein  mentioned  legatiim  has 
received  some  note  relative  to  the  matter,  he  has  deemed  it  opportune  to  convey  this 
copy  to  it,  as  a  new  foundation  for  its  ulterior  proceedings,  which,  the  uudersigned 
hopes  with  reason,  will  be  conformable  to  the  principles  of  justice  that  have  always 
distinguished  the  relations  of  friendly  nations  with  Venezuela. 

The  undersigned^  &c.,  &c.     Union  and  liberty. 

GUILLERMO  TELL  YILLEGAS. 


[Tmialation.] 

The  general-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  revolution  that  have  occupied  the  city  of 
Caracas,  to  the  end  of  causing  to  cease  fraternal  bloodshed,  and  the  painful  stt-uation 
that  ^fflicts  the  country,  concedes  to  all  the  individuals  who  have  sustained  the  gov- 
ernment of  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual  the  guarantees  that  the  constitution  grants; 
in  consequence,  if  they  should  desire  to  go  out  of  the  territory  of  the  republic,  pass- 
ports in  that  event  shall  be  issued  to  them. 

The  same  geueral-ln-chief  insures  and  ^larantees  to  General  Jesns  Ma.  Aristiqnieta, 
chief  of  staff,  his  departure  from  the  territory  by  sea,  preferring  therefor  to  make  u« 
of  a  national  vessel,  if  there  should  be  any  in  La  Guayra,  in  which  case  General  Nativi- 
dad  Mendoza  shall  be  the  chief  of  said  vessel. 

General  Jesus  Ma.  Aristiquieta,  in  his  character  of  chief  of  staff  of  the  defensive 
forces  of  that  government,  shall  deliver  up  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
revolution,  or  to  whom  may  represent  him,  all  the  individuals  of  the  troops  which  be 
commands,  as  likewise  also  the  elements  of  war,  upon  which  the  government  covuited 
that  he  has  defended. 

The  same  General  Aristiquieta,  in  the  character  he  holds,  shall  also  deliver  up  the 
town  of  La  Guayra,  with  the  forces  that  defender  garrison  it,  and  shall  give  orders  that 
the  vessels  of  war  of  the  nation,  the  castle,  and  town  of  Puerto  Ca^llo,  and  other 
points  garrisoned  by  the  national  forces,  together  with  all  the  elementa  of  war  thaS 
they  may  contain,  be  also  delivered  up  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the  ^miea  of  the 
revolution,  or  to  whom  may  represent  hira.  * 

General  Aristiquieta,  for  the  fulfillment  of  what  may  correspond  to  him,  aceordisg 
to  the  preceding  articles,  pledges  his  word  of  honor,  towards  which  end,  he  signa  the 
present  act,  which  is  extended  in  duplicate. 

Given  in  Caracas  on  the  25th  of  June,  1868. 

JOSfi  T.  MONAGAS. 
JESUS  MA.  ARISTIQLTETA. 

It  is  a  copy. 

RAFAEL  SEUAS, 
The  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afem, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  July  23,  ISda. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yoa  a  commanicatioiiy  marked  iuclos- 
ure  No.  1,  with  the  translation  of  the  same,  inclosure  No.  2,  from  this 
government,  concerning  certain  Venezuelan  war  vessels  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Bruzual  and  his  partisans.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  find 
in  inclosure  No.  3  a  translation  of  a  decree  of  this  government^  declaring 
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that  any  sale,  &c.,  of  sach  vessels,  or  of  any  of  them,  on  the  part  of 
Brozual  or  his  followers,  to  be  null  and  void. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Siate^  WMhington^  B.  C. 


SeMT  ViUegtu  to  Mr.  Prufffi, 

fTranalation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA.  DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU — 

No.  82. 

[Circular.] 

Caracas,  Jul^f  16, 1868,  bth  and  lOtk, 

The  undersigned,  minister  oi  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  exe- 
cutes an  order  of  the  national  executive  by  communicating  to  the  incumbent  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States,  in  the  hope  that,  through  his  respectable  channel,  it  may 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  his  nation,  especiaUy  of  those 
who  reside  in  its  colonies  of  the  AntiUas,  the  amiexed  decree,  wherein  the  government 
notifies  that  all  sales,  transfers,  or  contracts  that  may  be  made,  for  account  of  the  mili- 
tary mutiny  of  Puerto  Cabello,  in  regard  to  the  steamers  Bolivar,  Mapararia,  and 
Pururechi,  the  schooner  Mariscal,  and  whatsoever  other  vessels  of  those  belonging  to 
the  war  marine  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  are  null  and  of  no  value. 

Not  only  would  such  nullity  result  from  the  disavowal  made  by  almost  all  those  of 
the  government  that  was,  and  that  finds  itself  to-day  reduced  to  the  town  of  Puerto 
Cabello,  this  latter  event  being,  nevertheless,  in  consequence  of  the  infraction  of  the 
capitulation  which  their  chief  asked  for  and  obtained,  and  which  jiroduced  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  attack  of  the  last  barrack  of  the  capital,  but  also  from  the  foUowing 
reason:  The  President  himself  of  the  republic,  in  full  exercise  of  his  powers,  and  with- 
out obstacle  of  any  kind,  has  not,  by  the  federal  constitution,  the  least  right  to  seU, 
transfer,  nor  obligate  in  any  other  way  the  national  properties.  It  corresiionds,  solely 
and  exclusively,  to  congress,  on  the  strength  of  article  44,  that  grants  to  the  legislature 
the  power  to  pass  laws  of  a  general  character  that  may  be  necessary.  And  as,  accord- 
ins  to  its  articles  104  and  105,  all  usurped  authority  is  ineffectual,  and  the  acts  thereof 
nml,  all  corporations  or  authorities  are  forbidden  the  exercise  of  whatever  functions 
that  be  not  granted  to  them  by  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  it  follows,  without  the 
least  difficulty,  that  the  executive  is  Incompetent  to  sell,  transfer,  or  contract,  in  regard 
to  the  property  of  the  nation.  How  much  more  so  will  be  the  faction  that  has  risen 
up  with  Puerto  Cabello  and  the  vessels  by  the  means  described 

Lastly,  if  the  President  of  the  Uniou  has  assigned  in  the  constitution  the  power  to 
make  contracts  of  national  i\>terest  conformably  to  law,  it  is  under  the  express  restric- 
tion of  submitting  them  to  the  legislature,  without  whose  approving  vote  they  do  not 
acquire  any  binding  force. 

The  undersigned,  &.C.,  &c.,  &.C 

Union  and  liberty  I 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILLfiGAS. 


[Translation.] 
I,  the  provisional  executive  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  decree : 
Article  1.  All  sales,  transfers,  or  contracts  that  may  be  made  for  account  of  the 
military  mutiny  headed  in  Puerto  Cabello  by  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  in  regard  to 
the  steamers  Bolivar,  Mapararia,  and  Purureche,  the  schooner  Mariscal,  and  whatso- 
ever other  vessels  of  those  belonging  to  the  war  marine  of  the  United  States  of  Vene- 
zuela, shall  be  null  and  of  no  value. 

Art.  2.   The  ministers  of  the  interior  and  justice,  and  of  foreign  affairs,  remain 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 
Given  in  Caracas  on  the  14th  of  July,  1868,  5th  and  10th. 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILLfiGAS. 
MATEO  GUERRA  MARCANO. 
MARCOS  SANTANA. 
DOMINGO  MONAGAa 
NICANOR  BORGES. 
ANTONIO  PAREJO. 
It  ifl  a  copy. 

RAFAEL  SEU  AS, 
Secretary  of  the  Department  for  Foreign  Affair$, 
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Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  15.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Cardoas^  July  23, 1868. 
Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  a  translation  of  a  communication,  («ee 
inclosure  No.  1,)  received  from  this  government,  relative  to  the  opening 
of  the  coasting  trade  of  Venezuela  to  vessels  bearing  foreign  flags. 

In  inclosure  No.  2  may  be  found  the  decree  of  the  government  con- 
cerning this  event,  and  inclosure  No.  3  contains  a  translation  of  the 
same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUY5. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C.^ 


Senor  ViUegaa  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 
[Indosiire  No.  1.— Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DBPABTMENT  of  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU— 

No.  87. 

[Circular.] 

Caracas,  July  17, 1868,  bth  and  lOtk. 
A»  it  appears  by  the  decree,  whereof  a  copy  is  inclosed,  that  the  provisional  execntiTe 
of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  has  opened  the  coasting  trade  to  the  foreign  flags 
for  the  term  of  six  months,  it  bein^  possible  that  it  may  happen  that  some  citizens  of 
friendly  countries  may  want  to  avail  themselves  of  this  concession  that  is  proffered  to 
them,  the  undensignwl,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  republic,  hastens  to  inform 
you  of  such  determination,  in  order  that,  being  authentically  assured  of  the  eidstence 
thereof,  you  may  be  able  to  convey  the  same,  if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable,  to  the 
notice  ol  your  fellow-citizens,  through  the  adequate  medium. 
The  undersipied  renews,  d^.,  i&c. 
Union  and  bbertyl 

GUILLERMO  tell  VILLfiGAS. 


[TranBlation.] 

We,  the  provisional  executive  of  Venezuela,  decree : 

Article  1.  Foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade,  observing 
the  formalities  and  requirements  established  by  the  law  of  the  25Ui  of  May,  1867,  in 
regard  to  the  matter. 

Art.  2.  The  effects  of  the  provision  in  the  former  article  in  regard  to  the  coasting 
trade  under  the  foreign  flags  shall  last  for  six  months,  calculated  from  the  pubhcatios 
of  the  present  decree. 

Art.  3.  The  minister  of  the  treasury  remains  charged  with  the  publication  of  tliii 
decree. 

Given  in  Caracas  on  the  16th  of  July,  18S8.  5th  of  the  law  and  10th  of  the  federi- 
tion. 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILLfiGAS. 
MATEO  GUERRA  MARCANO. 
M.  8ANTANA. 
DOMINGO  M0NAGA8. 
NICANOR  BORGES. 
A.  PAREJO. 

It  is  a  copy.    For  the  secretary  of  the  department  of  the  treasury. 

J.  M.  GONZALES, 

Ckirf  of  the  Burmu. 
It  is  a  copy. 

RAFAEL  SEUA& 
The  Secretary  of  Form$n  Jfwn. 
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Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  19.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  August  6, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  to  you  inelosure  No.  1,  a  translation  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  government  of  Venezuela.  Inelosure  No.  2  con- 
tains a  paper  accompanying  the  said  communication,  and  a  translation 
of  the  same  may  be  found  in  inelosure  No.  3.  I  have  no  particular  cx)m- 
ment  to  oflfer  on  the  above  communications.  I  believe  that  the  ten  per 
cent,  offered  is  considered  very  little  indeed  by  the  foreign  representa- 
tives and  foreign  merchants  generally.  As  a  President  and  a  new  con- 
gress are  about  to  be  elected,  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the  department  the 
propriety  of  instructing  this  legation  to  try  to  have  some  measures  taken 
by  them  (the  President  ayd  congress)  to  expedite  the  payment  of  for- 
eign liquidation  claims,  particularly  those  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  desired  me  to  request  my  government 
to  accept  the  ten  per  cent,  arrangement,  stating  that,  as  soon  as  congress 
meets,  the  present  goveAment  will  request  that  body  to  take  measures 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  foreign  claims.  The  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  has  also  requested  jne  to  ask  of  my  government  that  they 
should  instruct  the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  to  in- 
duce (conjointly  with  the  representative  of  England,  Denmark,  the  Neth- 
erlands, Italy,  and  Spain,  if  possible)  the  government  of  France  to  ac- 
cept the  ten  per  cent,  arrangement  above  mentioned.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PKUTN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofStatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


*  Senor  Villegas  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 

•  (TnuDslAtion.J 

UIOTED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU — 

No.  139. 

Caracas,  Ath  August,  1868,  Uh  and  lOtK, 
The  republic  enters  npon  a  new  era.  The  nation,  tired  of  seeing  the  most  pressing 
necessities  of  aU  governments  neglected,  even  those  of  its  own  existence  and  honor, 
Bhoweil  itself  discontented  and  distressed,  clamored  for  the  remedy,  and  her  complaints 
not  sufficing  to  obtain  it,  at  last  she  rose  up  in  arms  and  overthrew  the  rulers  wlio  had 
placed  their  will  instead  of  the  law.  The  reform  of  the  public  treasury  is  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  the  triumphant  revolution.  It  would  not  fulfill  this  part  of  its 
programme,  it  would  not  resuscitate  credit  without  restoring  its  value  to  official  speech, 
without  paying  the  most  profound  respect  to  what  is  called  public  faith,  without  doing 
justice  to  all  rights.  Here  is  what  the  men  charged  provisionally  with  the  general 
administration  intend.  As  they  proceed  with  perfect  good  faith,  not  pretending  to 
undo  to-morrow  the  work  of  toniay,  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  study  of  the 
fiscal  situation,  and,  after  frequent  and  mutual  consultation,  have  decided  upon  the 
plan  contained  in  the  basis  annexed.  It  is  what  they  are.  able  to  offer  as  the  result  of 
their  investigations,  and  of  their  desire  to  discharge  satisfactorily  the  duties  that  the^ 
have  contracted.  Scanty  have  been  the  receipts  of  the  custom-houses,  which  consti- 
tute the  only  revenue  of  the  union,  and  scanty  will  they  continue  to  be  ;  but  such  as 
they  are,  the  executive  will  divide  them  integrally  among  those  who  may  have  a  title 
to  partake  of  them,  in  proportion  to  what  corresymnds  to  each  one.  If  it  were  i)ossible 
to  satisiy  them  at  once,  nothing  would  afford  greater  pleasure.  And  to-day  circum- 
stances inevitably  prescril>e  another  course.  The  government  delivers  to  its  creditors 
what  it  has  in  order  that  they  may  go  on  paying  themselves  in  9  slow  but  sure  way, 
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withont  the  fear  of  sudden  and  unexpected  suspensions.  The  delay  in*  the  payments 
will  become  sufficiently  compensated  with  the  solution  of  the  corresponding  interest, 
as  even  great  and  opulent  nations  practice  it,  that,  so  long  as  they  insure  the  interest 
on  the  capital  loaned,  do  not  think  it  important  to  provide  for  its  redemption.  It 
tliiuks  that  the  principles  of  the  strictest  honesty  prescribe  such  conduct  as  well  to  na- 
tions an  to  individuals  ^nd  that  the  creditors,  in  their  equity,  cannot  but  assent  to  the 
inclosed  proposition.  The  government  does  not  find  itself  in  AiU  and  peaceable  pot- 
session  of  the  custom-houses,  nor  has-the  resistance  terminated  of  the  partisans  of  tlw 
fallen  power.  The  expenses  of  the  war  are  equally  considerable  and  urgent.  Never- 
theless, even  in  the  midst  of  their  difficulties,  the  administration  of  the  national  inter- 
ests turn  their  sight  towards  the  conventions  infringed,  the  foreign  affairs  neglected, 
bankruptcy,  and  want  of  confidence  looked  upon  with  indifference,  and  as  if  it  were  to 
form  a  permanent  stat« ;  and  as  a  consequence  of  aU,  the  glorious  name  of  Yeueznela 
divested  of  the  considerations  which  were  once  extended  to  it.  To  raise  it  up  from  this 
prostration,  redeem  its  fame,  insure  the  benevolence  of  friendly  nations,  this  is  the  ob- 
ject aime<l  at.  For  so  rational  as  just  a  purpose  the  co-operation  and  countenance  of 
the  contracting  governments  must  be  rehed  upon  and  they  are  relied  upon,  the  which 
will  not  forget  tue  crowd  of  old  and  new  obligations  that  continue  overwhehning  the 
treasury,  and  which,  if  they  remained  buried  and  completely  forgotten,  would  justify 
him  who  should  bring  against  the  revolution  the  charge  of  it«  not  having  realized  the 
principles  that  it  inscribed  upon  its  banner,  which  inflamed  patriotism,  and  led  it  on 
to  victory. 

On  the  other  part  it  is  evident  that  the  effects  of  moral  sentiments,  of  upright  inten- 
tion, of  probity  and  a  sense  of  honor,  are  always  deserving  of  support. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  doing  that  which,  causing  us  no  detriment,  redounds  to  the 
benefit  of  others.  What  shall  be  our  duty  yhen  we  are  asked  for  a  thing  that,  if  it 
benefits  another,  consults  equally  our  own  interests  f 

Such  is  the  plan  proposed,  the  adoption  of  which  will  effect,  to  the  end  of  redeeming 
the  liabilities  of  the  republic,  what  is  impossible  to  reach  by  any  other  means. 

It  will  be  put  into  execution  when  the  embarrassments  referred  to  terminate.  Wit- 
ness of  the  events  of  the  republic,  and  endowed  with  the  knowledge  and  impartiality 
necessary  to  judge  of  them  correctly,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  incumbent  of  the  lega- 
tion of  the  United  States  will  present  to  the  view  of  his  government  a  fiuthful  picture 
of  the  situation,  which  must,  doubtless,  have  much  infiuence  in  the  manner  of  enter- 
taining the  annexed  baais. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  avails 
himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Pruyn  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

Union  and  liberty. 

GLOLLERMO  TELL  VILLfiGAS. 

Mr.  Erastus  C.  Pruyn, 

Incumbent  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  States. 


fTranilatlonJ 

Bases  which  are  proposed : 

First.  The  government  of  the  republic,  inspired  with  the  desire  of  cultivating  the 
most  honorable  and  cordial  relations  with  foreign  governments,  and  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  international  reclamations,  already  a^usted,  or  in  the  way  of  being  ao^ 
that  ascend  to  several  millions  of  pesos,  and  after  having  taken  into  account  that  the 
ordinary  revenues  of  the  republic  from  imports  cannot  be  calculated  now  for  more  than 
$4,000,000  per  annum,  and  that  the  general  arrangement  of  the  treasury  dcmanda  the 
equitable  distribution  of  the  national  income,  so  that  all  the  liabilities  that  weigh  npoA 
the  treasury  may  bo  attended  to  as  far  as  possible,  at  smne  time  as  the  indi^>enaable 
administrative  service ;  believes  it  can  only  apply  ten  per  cent,  of  said  income  for  the 
reducti(m  of  iu^rnational  claims. 

This  assignment  will  produce  at  present  about  half  a  million  of  pesos  per  annum, 
but  the  preservation  of  peace  would  very  shortly  augment  the  figures.  For  the  most 
urgent  expenses  of  the  public  service  sixty  per  cent,  is  required,  with  the  remainiDg 
forty  the  different  branches  of  the  public  debt  are  to  be  attended  to. 

As  this  can  be  graduated  to  |75,000,000,  without  including  that  arising  from  diplo- 
matic conventions,  and  this  latter  will  reach  to  $5,000,000,  it  is  easy  to  comprehend 
the  advantage  that  is  conceded  to  it  with  respect  to  the  other.  It  is  proper,  moreo?er, 
to  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  thirty  unities  appropriated  to  the  public  debt  of  another 
character,  foreigners  will  also  have  benefits,  because  some  kinds  of  it  belong  to  them 
entirely,  and  in  the  other  they  are  interested  for  a  large  part. 

Second.  This  basis  being  accepted  by  the  foreign  creditors,  the  government  will  i«o- 
ceed  to  settle  and  liquidate  at  once  all  reclamations  pending,  to  the  end  that  the  i 
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tioned  fond  or  ten  per  cent,  of  the  ordinary  income  from  importations  be  applied,  in  the 
first  phice,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  whole  debt,  and  in  the  second  place, 
to  its  redemption,  rated  at  so  much  ^kt  pound,  until  it  becomes  definitively  paid  off. 

Third.  For  said  appropriation  of  ten  per  cent,  the  government  draws  its  orders  for 
all  the  custom-houses  to  deliver  it  to  the  commissioners  whom  the  creflitors  may  desig- 
nate, authorizing  them  to  discount  the  notes  at  the  current  rat«  in  each  market. 

Fourth.  For  the  greater  convenience  of  the  creditors,  and  with  the  object  that  they 
may  be  able  to  put  into  circulation  their  respective  titles,  the  government  will  ask  the 
national  congress  for  its  authorization  to  issue  titles  of  international  public  debt  to 
the  amount  of  claims ;  the  interest  and  redemption  of  which  should  be  paid  ki  acconl- 
ance  with  the  preceding  bases. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Ko.  21.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  August  6, 1868. 

Sm :  Yesterday,  the  5th  instant,  I  attended,  by  invitation,  a  confer- 
ence, at  the  government  mansion,  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
and  the  diplomatic  representatives.  There  were  present,  besides  his 
excellencj',  Mr.  Vill^gas,  the  minister,  the  representatives  of  Brazil, 
England,  Italy,  Spain,  and  the  Uflited  States.  The  minister  said  that 
be  had  invited  us  to  meet  with  him  to  consult  in  reference  to  the  pres- 
ence of  a  war  vessel  of  the  Bruzualists  in  front  of  La  Guayra,  the 
steamer  Maparari.  He  stated  that,  as  we  knew,  there  was  a  French 
war  vessel  at  La  Guayra,  and  that  the  French  minister  had  gone  there  to 
consult  with  the  commander  of  the  same.  He,  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  requested  us  to  ask  the  French  minister  to  detain  his  war  vessel 
to  protect  foreign  commerce  in  the  waters  of  La  Guayra.  We,  accord- 
ingly, each  sent  to  him,  the  French  minister,  dispatches  from  our 
respective  legations,  making  the  above  request  in  a  qualified  manner. 

To-day  1  visited  the  French  minister,  Mr.  A.  Forest,  who  had  returned 
from  La  Guayra,  at  his  legation  in  this  city,  and  he  informed  me  that  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  dispatch  immediately  the  French  war  vessel 
above  mentioned  to  Puerto  Cabello,  where  it  will  arrive  tomorrow  or  the 
day  following. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

•  Secretary  of  Siate^  Waahingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  22.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  Au0ist  6, 1868. 

SiK :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  an  occasional 
visit  of  a  United  States  war  vessel  in  the  waters  of  Venezuela. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  on  the  desirableness  of  such  a  step.  If  the 
department  woidd  be  pleased  to  instruct  this  legation  to  keep  up  a  com- 
munication with  the  commanding  officer  of  our  naval  forces  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  if  that  officer  should  receive  instructions  from  the  Navy 
Department  to  keep  this  legation  informed,  from  time  to  time,  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  vessels  of  his  squadron,  it  would,  I  believe,  be  easy 
61  D  c — vol.  II 
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for  tliis  legation  to  obtain  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war  in  tbese  waters 
when  necessity  might  require.  And  the  naval  forces  might  also  be 
relieved  from  the  trouble  and  expense  of  paying  useless  visits  here  when 
not  required. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

•  ISecretary  of  State j  Wdshington^  D.  C. 


,  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1868. 
Sm :  Your  dispt^tch  of  the  18th  of  June,  No.  3,  has  been  received,  and 
it  is  found  very  interesting.  The  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  are  affected  with  profound  sorrow  by  the  new  revolutionary  con 
vulsions  which  have  occurred  in  Venezuela.  Your  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  you  adopted  in  concert  with  other  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular representatives  at  Caracas  for  the  purpose  of  favoring  the  restora- 
tion of  peaee  has  been  carefully  examined. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  you  seem  to  have  manifested  on  that 
occasion  proper  moderation,  discretiqp,  and  comity. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eeastus  C.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfcc,  dtc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn.  • 

No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1868. 

Sm  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  of  Joly, 
No.  5,  which  paper  gives  us  very  full  information  of  the  success  of  the 
revolution  at  Caracas,  and  of  the  establishment  there  of  a  provisional 
but  military  government.  The  forbearance  which  you  have  practiced  in 
your  correspondence  with  the  provisional  authorities  was  judicious  aod 
proper.  You  will  for  the  present  refrain  from  any  formal  recognition  of 
the  revolutionary  authorities  and  on  that  subject  will  await  diriections 
from  this  department.  This  instruction,  however,  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  preventing  you  from  holding  informal  communication  with  the 
de  facto  public  authorities  upon  any  matters  which  concern  this  govern- 
ment or  affect  the  rights  or  interests  of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
If  an  explanation  of  this  policy  shall  become  necessary,  it  will  be  soffi- 
cient  to  say  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  United  States  do  not  deny  tiie  right 
of  a  people  to  change  the  forms  of  their  republican  government,  evmi 
by  revolutionary  means  if  they  find  it  ne<5essary ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
do  they  prematurely  commit  themselves  to  any  new  revolutionary  gov- 
ernment before  it  is  manifest  that  the  new  government  has  been  delib- 
erately and  fully  acknowledged  and  accepted  by  the  people. 

What  the  United  States  always  most  earnestly  desire,  in  re^rd  to  the 
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Sonth  American  republics,  is,  that  they  may  acquii'e  settled  habits  of 
law,  order,  internal  peace,  and  tranquillity. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eeastus  C.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  etc.,  d'c.y  Ac. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Prutfn. 

Ko.  6.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  August  22,  1868. 

Sib:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  Jnly, 
No.  7,  together  with  certain  pai)ers  thereunto  annexed.  Those  papers 
are,  first,  a  coi)y  of  a  circular  letter,  which  was  addressed  and  transmit- 
ted to  you  on  the  29th  of  June  by  Senor  G.  Paez,  in  which  circular  it  is 
set  forth  that,  the  administration  of  General  Bruzual  having  been  forci- 
bly dispossessed  of  Caracas,  the  capital  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
that  government  had  removed  itself  to  Puerto  Cabello,  and  established 
itself  there;  and  also  that  Senor  Paez  was  acting  in  the  capacity  of  min- 
ister for  the  departments  of  the  interior  and  of  justice.  Second,  a 
decree,  made  the  29th  of  June  by  General  Bruzual  as  President  of  the 
United  States  of  Venezuela,  declaring  Puerto  Cabello  should  be  held 
and  occupied  provisionally  as  the  capital  of  the  republic.  Third,  a 
similar  decree  of  General  Bruzual,  appointing  heads  of  departments  for 
the  government  of  Venezuela  at  Puerto  Cabello.  Foiirth,  a  similar 
decree  of  General  Bruzual,  appointing  generals  to  command  the  armies  of 
Venezuela.  Fifth,  a  similar  decree  of  General  Bruzual,  declaring  a  naval 
blockade  of  so  much  of  the  Port  La  Guayra  as  extends  on  the  sea- 
coast  from  Cape  Cordera  to  Port  Colombia. 

The  military  occupation  of  Caracas  by  a  cfe  faeto  government,  antago- 
nistic and  hostile  to  the  government  of  General  Bruzual,  excuses  you 
from  formally  acknowledging  the  reception  of  the  papers  thus  enume- 
rated; nevertheless,  if  occasion  shall  seem  to  require,  it  will  then  not  be 
improper  for  you  to  let  it  be  known  in  an  unofficial  and  informal  way 
that  those  papers  were  received  by  you,  and  transmitted  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ebastus  C.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fec.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pmyn^ 

No.  7.J  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1868. 

Sib:  I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  9th  of  July,  No.  7^.  It  contains  an 
interesting  account  of  the  demonstrations  which  took  place  on  the  occa- 
«ion  of  the  anniversary  of  American  indei)endence,  and  also  of  the  cere- 
monies which  occurred  on  the  succeeding  day,  namely,  the  6th  of  July, 
which  is  the  anniversary  of  Venezuelean  independence. 

These  observances,  which  show  that  a  lively  interest  in  the  cause  of 
xepublican  institutions  is  entertained  by  the  people  of  Venezuela,  are 
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peculiarly  gratifying.    It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  expectations  of 
peace,  prosperity,  and  order,  which  were  expressed  by  you  on  a  later 
occasion,  may  prove  to  be  well  founded. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Erastus  C.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  cfcc,  d-c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pruyn. 

Ko.  10.]  Department  of  State, 

WaMngtaUy  August  22, 1868. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  July,  No.  11.  In 
that  paper  you  relate  to  me  that,  under  the  pressure  of  civil  distractions 
which  are  prevailing  in  Venezuela,  you  left  Caracas  on  the  9th  of  July, 
made  a  voyage  to  St.  Thomas,  and  retume^  on  the  19th  to  Caracas,  and 
that  the  object  of  that  voyage  was  to  procure  some  United  States  ship 
of  war  to  visit  the  Venezuelan  i)orta.  With  the  better  knowledge  which 
is  possessed  here  of  the  occupation  of  the  North  Atlantic  squadron,  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  you  failed  to  efiect  a  communication 
with  the  admiral  or  other  naval  officer.  The  conception  of  your  voyage 
was  loyal  and  patriotic,  and  your  prpceeditigs  are  not  disapproved.  At 
the  same  time  I  respectfully  suggejst,  for  your  considerate  reflections, 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  a  consular,  like  a  diplomatic  officer,  may  expect  to 
render  most  effective  service  by  alwajs  remaining  steadily  at  his  post 
of  duty.  The  highest  wisdom  of  a  diplomatic  or  consular  agent  in 
scenes  of  civil  war  consists  in  preserving  coolness,  equanimity,  and 
impartiality  between  contending  factions. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Erastus  C.  Peuyn,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfcc,  &c. 


WILLIA3I  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinfftany  August  22, 1868. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  August,  No.  21,  has  been  receivei 
It  informs  me  that,  in  common  with  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain, 
Italy,  and  Spain,  you  have  entered  into  a  correspondence  with  the 
French  minister  at  Caracas,  in  which  he  was  requested,  in  a  qualified 
manner,  to  detain  a  French  ship  of  war,  at  the  time  lying  at  La  Guana, 
and  that  the  French  minister  ha^  answered  that  he  is  unable  to  coidi^.v 
with  the  request. 

Diplomatic  agreements  between  agents  of  foreign  powers,  hastil} 
gotten  up  in  a  foreign  country,  under  the  pressure  of  revolutiouaiy  dan- 
gers, may  be  entirely  erroneous  in  their  objects,  as  they  most  be  incom- 
plete in  form,  and  unreliable  for  want  of  adequate  authority.  Moreover, 
they  unavoidably  tend  to  produce  international  jealousies  and  coallict<v 
You  will,  therefore,  carefully  abstain  from  entering  into  any  such  nego- 
tiations, except  in  extreme  cases,  to  be  immediately  reported  to  thi^ 
department. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  proceeding  now  und^  oonsidei*^ 
tion  has  taken  place  being  entirely  unknown  to  thisdepartoient)!  re^t 
that  I  am  unable  to  express  definitively  any  opinion  vLpon  the  propwty 
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thereof.  As  a  general  mle,  representatiyes  of  the  IJDited  States  in  for- 
eign countries  are  expected  to  refrain  from  formal  consultations  or  con- 
ferences with  the  representatives  of  other  foreign  countries.  It  is  always 
to  be  remembered  that  any  agreements  which  may  be  made  by  such 
representatives  are  likely  to  prove  invalid,  because  they  must  take  on 
the  character  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  other  nations, 
while  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly  declares  that  no 
treaty  shall  ever  be  made  between  the  United  States  and  any  other  for- 
eign state  except  by  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Erastus  C.  Peuyn,  Esq.,  d-c,  d-c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  18.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  24,  1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  August,  No.  19,  with 
its  accompaniment,  which  is  a  communication  from  Seuor  Yill^gas,  min- 
ister for  foreigrf  affairs,  in  wl|ich  that  minister  submits  to  the  United^ 
States  for  their  consideration  a  plan  for  a  gradual  liquidation  of  the' 
fiscal  obligations  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela ;  the  which  plan,  if  found 
acceptable  by  foreign  creditors,  it  is  supposed  may  be  put  into  execution 
when  the  present  revolutionary^mbarrassments  of  the  country  shall 
have  terminated. 

The  plan  seems  to  have  been  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  justice  and 
patriotism.  At  this  distance,  however,  from  Venezuela,  it  does  not 
y^t  appear  that  the  provisional  government  established  at  Caracas  has 
become  either  so  comprehensive  in  its  jurisdiction,  or  so  well  consoli- 
dated, as  to  enable  it  to  guarantee  the  national  consent  to  a  final 
arrangement  for  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt.  Moreover,  it  may 
be  expected  that  a  national  congress  or  legislature  will  soon  be  convened 
by  the  provisional  government,  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  and 
reconstructing  the  constitution  of  the  republic.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, this  government  thinks  it  expedient  to  delay,  for  the  present,  the 
definitive  consideration  of  the  plan  submitted  for  its  consideration  by 
the  provisional  government  at  Caracas,  and  await  the  hoped-for  close  of 
the  existing  revolution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ebastus  C.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Na  2(i.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

CaracaSj  September  4,  1868. 

Sir  :  The  last  dispatch  which  I  had  the  honor  to  a<ldress  to  you  con- 
cerning the  revolution  in  this  country  was  No.  4,  dated  June  26,  1868. 
Soon  after  that  date,  as  you  have  already  been  informed,  a  provisional 
government  was  established,  which  has  ever  since  been  working  most 
admirably,  being  conducted  with  order,  regularity,  ability,  and  activity. 

All,  natives  and  foreigners,  seemed  to  be  satisfied  with  it.    The  army 
of  the  revolution,  under  General  Jos6  Tadeo  Monagas,  as  commander- 
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in-chief,  pursued  its  westward  march.  Valencia  fell  an  easy  prey  tx)  its 
irresistible  power.  The  siege  of  Puerto  Cabello  was  a  more  serioua 
aftair,  the  town  being  strongly  defended  by  the  Bruzualists  who  had 
established  their  so-called  government  there.  They  held  the  castle,  sit 
uated  on  an  island  in  the  harbor,  and  had  also  at  their  disposal  two  or 
three  war  steamers.  The  siege  lasted  about  ten  days ;  the  fighting  was 
severe.  The  revolutionists  lost  fifty  killed  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded ;  the  Bruzualists  forty  killed  and  seventy  wounded. 

At  about  1  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  ultimo,  the  Bruzualists, 
their  ammunition  being  entirely  exhausted,  and  the  supply  expected 
from  Cui^a^oa  not  having  arrived,  abandoned  Puerto  Cabello,  and  fled  in 
their  steamers  to  Cura§oa,  carrying  with  them  their  chief.  General  Bni- 
zual,  insensible  from  a  wound  made  by  a  rifle  ball  two  days  previous, 
and  who  afterwards  died  at  Curajoa. 

Our  consuls  at  Puerto  Cabello  and  Cura^oa  have  doubtless  furnished 
you  with  the  details  of  the  events  above  recited. 

The  army  of  the  revolution  continues  it^  westward  march,  but  meets 
with  little  resistance.  In  thirty  days,  I  think,  the  whole  republic  will  be 
under  control  of  the  provisional  government,  which  has,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  strictly  respected  the  local  rights  of  the  States. 

Kever  was  there  a  revolution  so  triumphant.  No  candidate  for  president 
in  the  api)roaching  election  is  named  but  General  Jos^  Tadeo  Mouagas,  and 
•  even  in  the  candidates  for  state  offices  theri  is  no  opposition,  except  from 
members  of  the  same  party.  As  you  are  well  aware,  sir,  there  are  no 
more  impartial  observers  of  political  events  in  any  community  than  the 
intelligent  and  wealthy  merchants,  particularly  foreign  merchants  of 
respectability,  who  take  no  part  in  local  politics,  but  who  watch  them  care- 
fully, having  heavy  interests  at  stake,  which  are  almost  certain  to  be 
affected  by  any  change  in  the  i>olitical  barometer.  In  view  of  this  foct^ 
I  deem  it  proper  to  send  you  a  translation  of  a  letter  (see  inclosure  No. 
1)  from  the  principal  merchants  of  La  Guayra,  both  native  and  foreign, 
to  General  Jos6  Tadeo  Monagas,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the 
revolution,  on  his  arrival  there  after  the  capture  of  Puerto  Cabello. 
Nothing,  in  my  judgment,  could  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  permanent 
triumph  of  the  revolution.  General  Monagas,  who  is  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  is  in  a  very  poor  Qtate  of  health.  He  is  expected  in  Cai^cas  in 
a  few  days.        * 

General  Guzman  Blanco  has  arrived  from  Europe.  It  is  not  yet  known 
if  he  intends  to  take  any  active  part  in  politics.  General  Falcon  remains 
at  Cura§oa,  and  is  said  to  be  about  to  sail  for  Spain,  with  the  intention  of 
settling  there.  The  period  fixed  by  the  constitution  for  the  election  of 
a  new  President  will  arrive  during  the  next  month,  October ;  but  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  elections,  I  know  not  why,  have  been^stponed 
until  the  mouth  of  November. 

This  city  and  this  State  appear  to  be  very  well  governed  under  the 
new  regime.  All  is  orderly  and  quiet.  Tracle  and  commerce  are  grad- 
ually reviving.  The  revenues  of  the  government  are  slowly  increasing. 
The  capture  of  Puerto  Cabello  gives  them  the  profits  of  the  customs 
dues  received  there,  which  are,  of  course,  very  considerable.  I  mil  en- 
deavor, sir,  as  I  have  heretofore  done,  to  keep  you  informed,  from  time 
to  time,  as  to  the  state  of  att'airs  here. 

Meanwhile,  I  have  the  hoiior  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRITY5. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  D.  C. 
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[Tnuislaiion.] 

La  Guayra,  August  31,  1868. 
Sir  :    The  merchants  of  this  city  hasten  to  tender  to  you  their  cordial  felicitations 
on  your  welcome  arrival  here,  they  being  unwilling  that  ho  favorable  an  opportunity 
should  pass  by  without  a  manifestation  of  those  sentiments  of  resi>ect  and  regard  which 
they  entertain  towards  you. 

from  the  very  moment  the  late  revolution  began,  a  revolution  which  has  changed 
the  political  condition  of  the  country,  we  observed,  as  its  most  prominent  feature,  your 
beneficent  and  controlling  influence. 

After  a  long  life,  passed  almost  entirely  amid  the  cares  of  office  and  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  tield,  when  ^our  advanced  age  demanded  repose,  when  you  had  arrived  at 
that  period  of  life  at  which  men  usually  lose  all  worldly  ambition,  and  ahw>  become 
indlfterent  to  the  conflicting  aspirations  of  others ;  being  thus  situated,  what  idea,  we 
ask,  what  incitement  was  it,  that  urged  you  on  with  the  valor  and  bouyancy  of  your 
youthful  days  to  brave  anew  the  hanlships  and  hazards  of  wart 

Surely  it  must  have  been  a  powerful  motive  that  aroused  you  to  action — ^indeed,  you 
have  said  that  it  was. 

It  was  your  patriotism  of  spotless  purity  ^  nothing  else  could  have  induced  the  sacri- 
fice of  your  unpretending  tranquillity.  ' 

Your  motives  of  action  thus  explained,  we  could  not  refrain  from  watching  your  steps, 
daring  the  cami)aign  begun  by  yorfin  the  east  of  the  republic,  with  the  ^eatest  atten- 
tion and  an  interest  worthy  of  the  importance  of  the  events  tnat  transpired. 

The  i>olicy  which  this  revolution  tends  to  establish,  a  policy  in  support  of  which  you 
have  taken  arms,  is  of  such  an  elevated  character  that  we  deem  it  the  only  one  acceptable 
and  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  country.  To  unite  all  Venezuelans,  to  organize 
a  government,  this  is  the  only  difficulty ;  solve  this,  and  the  result  will  be  restoration 
of  cre<lit  to  the  government,  of  lif||  to  commerce,  of  Jictivity  to  the  arts,  of  joy  to  the 
domestic  hearth,  of  abundance  for  all ;  in  short,  it  wUl  be  the  resurrection  of  the 
€5ountry. 

The  sensible  men  of  all  parties  who  have  given  their  support  to  this  revolution,  and 
the  rest  of  the  comnninity,  converted  by  the  fidelity  of  the  revolutionists  to  their  de- 
clared policy,  will  join  you,  you  may  be  sure,  in  every  hour  of  trial ;  for,  sir,  it  is  peace 
that  we  all  demand,  and  the  aspirations  of  every  one  are  unalterably  fixed  for  its  beiujr 
established  and  made  permanent.  Commerce,  on  its  part,  which  can  only  exist  and 
flourish  under  the  shelter  of  peace,  will  not  spare  its  support  to  a  government  that 
establishes  itself  upon  the  solid  and  ett'ective  principles  of  order  and  economy;  and  it 
hO|>e8  that  you,  because  you  have  so  promised,  will  not  sheathe  your  sword  until  you 
see  the  republic  marching  on  with  uninterrupted  progress  in  the  broad  path  of  honor 
and  prosi>erity. 

The  blue  flag  borne  aloft  by  the  revolution  has  up  to  the  present  waved  over  triumph 
after  triumph ;  the  object  of  the  war  will  soon  be  accomplished.  In  the  onerous  under- 
taking of  organizing  a  g<»vernment,  when  ^leace  shall  have  been  established,  we  wish 
you  success  equally  as  happy. 

May  it  be  granted  to  you  to  soon  see  realized  your  desire  for  the  security  and  tran- 
quility of  the  republic — a  desire  towards  the  realization  of  whi«h  you  are  making 
every  patriotic  effort,  for  indeed  security  and  tranquillity  are  elements  necessary  to  the 
very  life  and  welfare  of  nations. 

Meanwhile,  accept,  sir,  the  renewed  expressions  of  consideration  and  respect  with 
-which  we  subscribe  ourselves,  your  obedient  and  faithful  servants, 

BLOHM,  NOLTlNGwfe  CO. 
RUETE,  LESEUR  &  CO. 
H.  L.  BOLLTON  &  CO. 
.       H.LANGE&CO. 

GOXELL  BROTHERS  &  CO. 
ALEYANDER  FLEURIS. 
MARTLREL  BROTHERS  &  CO. 
PARDO,  DE  SOLA  «fe  CO. 
LUCE,  ROTHE  &  CO. 
ORTO  WINCKLEMAN  &  CO. 
H.  G.  SCHIMMEL  &  CO. 
C.  HELLMAND  &  CO. 

And  nearly  all  the  other  principal  native  and  foreign  merchants  of  importance  and 
respectability. 

To  the  highly  praiseworthy  General  Jo86  Tadeo  Monaoas, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  Repnhlic, 
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Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  30.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  Sept^tiber  10,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  you  (see  iuclosure  No.  1) 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
this  government  to  the  consul  general  of  the  Netherlands,  residing  here, 
in  reference  to  the  course  of  the. authorities  of  the  island  of  Ourajoa  in 
regard  to  Venezuelan  affairs. 

In  inclosure  No.  2  may  be  foiind  a  translation  of  the  same  communi- 
cation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  Obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRtTYN, 
Commercial  Agent  in  charge  of  the  Legation  of  tfte  United  iitat€$. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Seflor  ViUiga$  to  the  Consul  General  of  the  Xethtrlands, 
[Traoalation.]    .. 
rXlTED  STATES  OF  VENEZUELA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS — ^NO.  178. 

Caracas,  Jugmf  28, 1868, 
•  Fifth  year  of  the  law  and  the  tenth  of  the  federation. 

Sir  :  Dnring  the  rebeHion  of  a  part  of  the  Unit^  States  of  America  the  federal  gov- 
erninent,  having  complained  of  the  privileges  allowed  in  the  Dntch  colonies  to  veMeb 
of  the  south,  instmctions  were  dispatched  by  the  order  of  his  Migesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  to  the  authorities  of  the  same  not  to  i>ermit  any.  more  visits  of  the  Sninp- 
ter,  nor  of  any  other  vessels  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and,  on  their  entering 
the  ports  of  the  Netherlands,  to  oblige  them  to  depart  within  twenty-four  houre,  nndtr 
penalty  of  their  being  considered  as  enemies. 

They  were  also  prohibited  from  supplying  fuel  to  any  such  vessels  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours. 

Lastly,  they  were  ordered  not  to  admit,  except  in  the  case  of  stress  of  weather^  the 
vessels  of  war  or  privateers  of  the  belligerents,  and  not  to  allow  them,  if  steaniem, 
to  take  in  coal  in  a  greater  quantity  than  that  sufficient  to  navigate  twenty- four  houw. 

The  governor  of  tlie  neighboring  Dutch  colonies  has  told  the  confidential  agent  of 
Venezuela  that  he  desired  to  observe,  in  the  difterences  that  are  again  agitating  this 
nation,  the  strict  rules  of  neutrality,  in  the  same  terms  that  his  gjovemment  preseriW 
in  the  civil  war  of  the  northern  and  southern  States  of  North  America ;  a  war  to  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  said  functionary,  the  actual  political  situation  of  the  repubtic  has, 
on  a  small  scale,  a  very  considerable  resemblance.  Even  supposing  the  parity  which  is 
spoken  of,  and  the  obligation  of  regarding  the  one  and  the  other  as  belligerents,  what 
has  been  practiced  at  Cura^oa  does  not  conform  to  the  standard  that  the  govenijar 
invokes. 

Indeed,  the  rebel  vessels  have  constantly  gone  to  the  Dutch  islands,  have  departfJ 
when  they  thought  proper,  have  been  supplied  with  the  fuel  that  they  required  or  m 
much  as  could  be  fiirnisned  them,  and  have  not  arrived  there  through  stress  of  weather, 
but  intentionally.  ^ 

It  is  notorious  that,  ever  since  the  representatives  of  General  Falcon,  in  violation  of 
the  treaty  that  put  an  end  to  the  combat,  after  having  been  allowed  to  depart  from  Ca- 
racas on  the  day  in  which  their  defeat  was  consummatetl,  and  after  having  gone  away 
and  taken  refuge  in  Puerto  Cabello,  have  had  no  other  means  of  carrjing  on  the  war 
than  those  afforded  them  in  the  Dutch  colonies..  Two  schooners,  disiMfctched  fram 
them  with  coal,  muskets,  powder,  leatl,  and  clothing,  and  which,  moreover,  conveyed 
rebellious  generals  and  chiefs,  were  seized  by  the  forces  of  the  government. 

To-day  there  does  not  even  exist  the  appearance  of  the  government  that  pretended  to 
claim  tlie  title  of  legality. 

With  the  capture  of  ttat  town  that  government  was  completely  destroyed.  He  who 
consideretl  himself  in  charge  of  the  executive  died  ^  two  of  his  ministers  were  left  is 
Pucito  Cabello ;  the  other  two  took  each  one  a  diii'erent  direction ;  so  that  even  discard- 
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inpj  the  facts  that  preceded,  in  virtue  of  which  they  capitulated  and  relinquished  their 
official  character,  they  ceased  in  their  functions  by  reason  of  their  second  defeat,  flight, 
and  di5per8ion. 

There  are  not,  neither  have  there  before  existed,  two  governments,  one  in  Caracas  and 
another  in  Puerto  Cabello. 

The  provit^ional  executive  administration,  the  only  one  that  is  at  the  head  of  the 
republic,  has  been  e6tal)lishe<l  and  accepted  by  the  greater  part  t>f  it.  Sufficiently  do 
the  results  prove  this.  It  ruU*s  as  much  in  the  capital  as  in  Puerto  Cabello,  since  those 
cities  were  conquered,  which  were  defended  with  all  possible  force,  but  surrendered  to 
the  superior  ntrength  of  the  revolution. 

The  ]>opular  co-operation  given  to  this  preseijt  government  proves  that  it  is  the  will 
of  the  masses  that  all  opposition  to  its  authority  snail  cease. 

As  to  foreign  states,  the  question  is  a  de facto  one;  they  have  to  virtually  ackuowl- 
e«ige  the  government  that  they  find  in  possession  of  power.  But  even  if  legitimacy 
were  to  be  treated  of,  that,  in  a  republic,  depends  solely  upon  the  will  of  its  citizens. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  appointed  forms  by  which  to  manifest  the  popular  will,  and 
that  the  executive,  regardful  of  the  origin  of  sovereignty,  has  ordered  their  employ- 
ment ;  but  this  does  not  lessen  the  force  of  the  general  insurrection  that  has  obtained 
such  signal  triumphs. 

Well  the  Netherlands  know,  even  by  its  dwn  experience,  that  no  other  is  the  practice 
of  nations. 

The  foreign  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  treat  only  with  this  government,  which 
they  have  acknowledged,  about  all  matters  that  interest  their  respective  nations.  How 
this  crould  happen  is  not  to  be  comprehended,  if,  indeed,  this  government  does  not  rep- 
resent Venezuela. 

It  has,  without  limitation,  the  right  to  defend  the  interest  of  the  republic;  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  the  government  is  justified  in  taking  all  proper  measures  needful 
to  restore  the  Union  to  a  state  of  order  and  tranquillity,  and  also  to  demand  of  other 
powers  what  is  due  it  from  the  same. 

Even  on  the  hypothesis  that  there  were  here,  truly,  a  civil  law,  the  principle  is  obvi- 
ous and  universally  admitted  that  the  territory  of  a  neighboring,  neutral  foreign  "power 
is  inviolable ;  and  that  the  belligerents  are  bound  to  refrain  from  therein  committing 
any  act  of  hostility,  or  any  other  act  in  contravention  of  the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  of  such  territorjr,  or  of  the  lawful  rights  of  the  legal  occupiers  of  the  same  ; 
they  omy  professing  the  n^lit  to  take  action  ofany  kind  as  may  seem  fit  and  proper  to 
them  in  such  territory,  a  right  the  use  and  abuse  of  which  are  in  them  solely  vested. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  it  happens  that  when  a  body  of  foreign  troops  passes 
the  frontiers  of  a  neutral  state,  the  sovereign  thereof  grants  it  asylum,  but  assumes 
control  of  the  men,  compels  them  to  disarm,  and  designates  the  locality  in  which  they 
shall  remain  during  their  sojourn  in  his  dominions.  He  there  has  them  watched  and 
controlled,  or,  at  ^1  events,  takes  such  measures  as  efi'ectually  prevent  them  from 
taking  any  active  part  in  the  war  which  may  then  be  raging. 

In  accordance  with  the  same  principle,  drafting,  the  transit  of  armies,  the  formation 
of  exiMfditions,  warlike  preparations,  revolutionary  meeting  against  a  foreign  govern- 
ment, battles  and  captures,  ambuscades,  retreats,  (with  a  view  of  resuming  hostilities,) 
the  construction  and  arming  of  vessels  of  war  and  privateers,  all  military  operations, 
the  augmentation  of  the  crews  of  the  war  vessels  ofany  foreign  belligerent,  or  the  increase 
of  the  caliber  of  their  cannons,  even  when  an  asylum  has  been  panted  them,  the  purchase 
or  embarkation  of  fire-arms,  the  property  of  private  individuals,  or  of  munitioss  of 
war,  the  transportation  of  an  enemy's  troops,  or  dispatches,  &c.,  are  prohibited  on 
neutral  soil. 

It  i^  then,  in  contravention  of  the  principles  of  neutrality  that  General  Falcon  has 
eatabAhed  a  center  of  o]>erations  at  Curayoa,  and  is  thero  receiving  and  sending  dis- 
patches, and,  orders,  and  commissions,  directed  to  various  places  in  Venezuela,  with  the 
design  of  therein  creating  anarchy. 

In  a  similar  manner,  at  Curay oa,  coal,  fire-arms,  munitions  of  war,  powder  and  cloth- 
ing, are  sold  to  and  for  the  rebels,  who  are  thero  encouraged  and  incited  to  arms  by  him. 
The  doctrines  of  neutrality  above  alluded  to  are  sanctioned  by  Hautefeuille  in  treating 
of  peaceful  commerce  in  goods  contraband  of  war. 

It  is  also  true  that  the  rebel  vessels,  belonging  rightfully  to  the  national  navy,  are 
supplied  in  Cara^oa,  without  stint,  just  as  they  wish,  with  provisions,  fuel,  and  such 
other  articles  as  they  may  require. 

In  the  same  manner  expeditions,  planned  and  executed  by  generals  and  other  chief- 
tains, are  formed  and  dispatched,  sometimes  in  Venezuelan  vessels,  sometimes  in  Dutch 
vessels — expeditions  in  aid  of  war  in  the  territory  of  a  nation  that  is  on  actual  terms  of 
peace  and  amity  with  the  Xetherlanils.  It  is  also  true  that  the  authorities  of  Cara^ oa, 
formerly  so  severe  in  their  conduct  towanls  foreigners,  including  Venezuelans,  now 
receive  and  grant  every  facility  to  our  enemies,  who  via  that  island  pass  over  into  those 
parts  of  the  country'  where  reliell jon  prevails ;  and  these  same  authorities  take  no  steps 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  of  asylum  by  the  persons  above  alluded  to. 
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It  18  no  less  contrary  to  nentrality  that  the  rebel  vesselB  are  allowed  to  enter  and 
remain,  as  long  as  they  like,  at  Cura^oa  and  the  other  islands,  contrary  to  the  very 
orders  of  his  government,  which  the  governor  quotes  in  support  of  his  course  of 
action. 

These  are  very  serious  farts.  They  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  executive  for 
some  time  jiast.  The  public  press  have  commented  upon  them.  Had  not  the  aid 
al»ove  alhuled  to  Iwen  granted,  the  rebel  vessels  would  have  already  been  surrenderwL 
Hence  it  also  follows  that  a  portion  of  the  (Dutch)  colonial  commerce,  extremely 
favored  by  the  preceding  regime  here,  is  profitably  speculating  ni>on  the  misfortuDes  of 
Venezuela. 

For  the  sake  of  the  good  relations  existing  between  the  two  countries,  the  executive 
hopes  that  an  imnuMliate  end  w^ill  1>e  put  to  so  lamentable  a  state  of  affairs.  He 
demands,  moreover,  that  it  be  onlercni  tiiat  the  steamers  and  any  other  vessels  of  the 
national  navy  that  may  now  lie  in  the  Dutch  colonies,  or  which  may  hereafter  therein 
arrive,  be  restored  to  the  United  States  of  Venezuela.  He  bases  this  demand  on 
the  fact  that  no  i)erson  but  he  represents  the  ownership  of  them.  Every  proprietor 
has  the  nght  to  re<"over  his  property  Wherever  it  may  be  found. 

The  executive  himself  has  no  right  to  disx)ose  of  the  public  property. 

These  vessels  having  forfeited  the  right  of  tlyintr  the  flag  of  the  republic,  she  ia  not 
resi>onsible  in  any  way  on  their  account.  Tlio  i>olicy  which  has  been  pursued  towards 
this  country  by  foreign  governments  serves  to  support  the  present  demand. 

In  18:i6  tlie  reformers  took  away  from  the  national  magazine  at  Puerto  Cabello  a 
great  quantity  of  powder,  lead,  cannons,  and  other  articles,  which  they  shipped  on 
board  of  the  schooner  Mezelle,  with  the  view  of  selling  them  in  the  Antilles,  and  of 
exchanging  the  pn»dnct  of  such  sale  for  provisions.  On  the  demand  of  the  executive, 
the  govenH»r  of  St.  Thomas,  the  functionary  of  a  state  that  so  well  knows,  and  has 
always  so  well  defended  the  rights  and  duties  of  neutrals,  not  only  oniered  the  cargo 
of  that  sch<»oner  to  be  detained  and  guartl©d,  but  also  sent  the  same  vessel  and  carp) 
back  to  La  GnajTji,  intact.  When,  in  the  year  1866,  the  steamer  Bolivar  ran  away, 
the  agents  here  of  friendly  governments  reconmiended,  on  request,  to  the  governor*  of 
the  isliinds  to  plat^e  ad  embargo  upon  her,  and  to  send  her  back  here.  The  governor  of 
Antigua  so  acted,  and  ^ected  her  restitution.  All  assented  to  the  justice  of  the  demand 
made. 

The  administration  hopes,  that  you,  taking  as  you  do  so  deep  an  int<»rest  in  the  pood 
understanding  which  prevails  between  both  nations,  and  enjoying,  as  you  do,  so  weighty 
an  influence  with  the  governor  of  the  colonies,  will  represent  to  him  the  just  claims  of 
Venezuela,  and  will  iiursuade  him  to  take  such  course  of  action  towards  her  as  nmybe 
necessary'  for  the  rightful  satisftiction  of  these  demands.  I  renew  to  you  the  assunuiew 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

Union  and  liberty ! 

GUILLERMO  TELL  V1LL£GAS. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  Xetherlands, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 
.        [Extract.] 

No.  31.J  Legation  of  the  United  States,  a 

Caracas,  September  21, 1558. 
Sib  :  In  dispatch  No.  19,  dat<id  August  6, 1808, 1  had  the  honor  to 
call  your  atteiition  to  a  proposition  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  foreign  claims.  (See  dispatch  No.  19,  mclosure  No.  2.)  On 
August  the  12th  a  collective  note,  (a  copy  of  which  may  be  found  in  this 
dispatch,  inclosure  No.  1,)  in  answer  to  the  bases  proposed  by  the  Vene- 
zuelan government,  (see  dispatch  No.  19,  inclosure  No.  2,)  was  sent  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  signed  by  the  representatives  of  Spain, 
Italy,  Great  Britain,  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  United  States  of  Colombia.  Knowing  that  my  action  in  this  inatter 
could  in  no  way  compromise  my  government,  I  was  induct  to  join  in  it 
to  show  my  belief  that  the  goveniment  of  Venezuela  could  not  pay  her 
outstandiug  foreign  claims  if  the  French  ^ere  to  continue  to  receive 
seventeen  per  cent,  of  the  import  dues  taken  at  the  custom-houses  in 
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La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Cabello.  The  income  of  the  government  may  be 
estimated  at  not  more  than  four  millions  of  pesos. 

Of  this  sixty  per  cent.,  or  two  million  four  hundred  thousand  pesos, 
are  required  for  its  ordinary^  expenses,  leaving  forty  per  cent.,  or  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pesos,  to  go  towards  the  payment  of  its 
internal  debt  and  foreign  claims ;  the  former  including  all  kinds,  amount- 
ing to  about  seventy-five  million  pesos,  and  the  latter,  roughly  esti- 
mating unsettled  claims,  to  eight  million  pe^os.  Now  as  there  are  only 
four  custom-houses  which  yield  any  considerable  revenue,  namely,  those 
at  La  Guayra,  Puerto  Cabello,  Ciudad  Bolivar,  and  Maracaibo,  ^  ♦  .  ♦ 
therefore,  if  the  French  are  to  receive  seventeen  per  cent,  of  the  revenues 
of  the  two  former,  it  follows  of  course  that  the  government  w  ill  have 
little  or  nothing  left  to  divide  among  the  claimants  of  other  nations. 
But  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  if  the  t^rench  can  be  induced  to  give 
up  their  special  advantages,  the  United  States  will  be  expected  to  do 
the  same,  in  order  that  all  the  foreign  claimants  may  be  placed  on  an 
e^ual  footing,  if  possible,  in  the  terms  of  the  collective  note,  (for  a  trans* 
lation  of  which  see  this  dispatch,  inclosure  No.  2.)  The  answer  to  that 
note  may  be  found  in  inclosure  No.  3,  and  a  translation  of  the  same  in 
inclosure  No.  4.  This  government  is,  as  I  suppose,  not  in  a  position  to 
do  anything.  The  election  for  President  will  take  place  not  later  than 
November,  and  congress,  it  is  said,  will  meet  on  the  15th  of  December. 

The  Yellows,  or  partisans  of  the  late  government  of  Falcon  and  Bru- 
znal,  are  said  to  be  actively  conspiring  with  Cura§oa  as  their  head- 
quarters. They  still  have  two  or  three  war  vessels,  wfiich  are  said  to  be 
refitting  at  Maracaibo.  • 

Guayana  has  declared  in  favor  of  this  government,  a  great  acquisition 
of  strength. 

The  poverty  of  Venezuela  is  her  strength.  Her  prosperity  depends 
upon  agriculture.  Commerce  cannot  flourish,  except  with  the  former; 
agriculture  has  been  almost  distroyed  by  the  civil  wars,  commerce 
greatly  depressed:  consequently  little  revenues  from  custom  dues,  and 
the  treasury  is  almost  empty.  An  honest  and  able  administration  has 
to  keep  up  a  considerable  army.  The 'employes  are  put  on  half  pay,  but 
there  is  no  money  left  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt,  external  or  in- 
ternal. The  government  now  has  possession  of  the  three  custom-houses 
at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  La  Guayra,  and  Puerto  Cabello;  could  they  gain  that 
at  Maracaibo,  and  obtain  possession  of  the  war  vessels,  their  income 
might  come  up  fully  to  the  amount  of  four  millions,  (pesos,)  and  they 
could  then  safely  reduce  their  army  one-l^lf,  and  thus  considerably 
diminish  their  expenses.  Hoping,  for  the  sake  of  both  Venezuelans  and 
mankind,  that  a  season  of  peace  and  prosperity  is  about  to  be  enjoyed 
by  this  long-suffering  people,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


ERA8TUS   C.  PRUYN. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretat-y  of  State j  Wmhingionj  D.  C. 


[Translation.  1 


Caracas,  August  8,  1868. 


Whereas  the  government  of  Venezuela  is  anthorized  by  article  12  of  the  law  of  the 
14th  of  June,  1868,  (in  regard  to  the  organization  and  administration  of  the  national 
treaftury,)  to  ac^nst  finally  pending  claims,  and  to  carry  into  etfect  the  obligations 
against  the  republic  arising  theiefrom,  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  state  to 
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Sefior  Doctor  Vill^gas,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  St-ates  of  Teneznela. 
that  they  will  sahmit  to  their  respective  governments  the  liases  proposed  by  that  df 
Venezuela,  in  the  circular  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  4th  instant,  pro- 
vided those  1>ase8  be  modified  in  the  following  terms  : 

1.  The  settlement  and  liquidation  of  pending  claims  shall  be  proceeded  with  at 
once  by  means  of  mixed  commissions.  Each  shall  be  composed  of  two  individnals,  one 
appointed  by  the  government  of  Venezuela,  and  the  other  shall  be  the  representative 
or  the  government  interested  in  the  claims,  unless  the  latter  should  appomt  a  special 
commisfiiouer.  In  the  cases  in  which  the  commissioners  may  not  agree,  they  shall 
establish  the  manner  to  lie  a<lopte<l  to  obtain  a  decision  upon  the  point  in  controverw. 
When  the  respective  commissioners  agree  in  awarding  any  indemnity,  they  shall  fix  the 
amount  that  ought  to  be  paid,  and  shall  issue  a  certificate  or  title  for  the  some  in  the 
form  adopted  by  the  mixed  commission  that  has  acted  in  the  adjustment  of  Anglo- 
American  claims.  There  shall  also  be  issued  titles  for  the  amount  of  claims  aln^y 
acknowledged,  and  for  those  that  may  be  acknowle<lged  in  >irtue  of  another  manner, 
agreed  uiM»n  in  any  other  convention  of  a  previous  date. 

2.  The  titles  which  are  issued  shall  bear  six  per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  fidling 
due  and  payable  quarterly,  and  shall  have  for  their  redemption,  which  shall  take  place 
in  quarterly  payments,  a  fixed  fund,  equivalent  to  two  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of  all 
the  titles  issued,  until  the  discharge  of  the  whole  debt.  So  that,  the  amount  of  the 
claims  acknowledge*!  being  known,  six  per  cent,  interest  is  insured  every  year,  and  two 
per  cent,  for  the  redemption,  or  say,  eiglit  per  cent,  per  annum  of  the  capital  aeknowl- 
ed|;ed  as  a  fixed  and  uniform  fund  until  it^s  complete  extinction.  The  sinking  fhnd 
being  augmented  by  the  surplus  that,  on  account  of  interest,  remains  on  hand,  from  the 
second  quarter  of  the  first  year  for  the  part  redeemed. 

3.  Said  eipht  per  cent,  shall  be  denominated  intemational-elaims  fund,  which  shall 
form  an  assignment  of  the  percentage  of  the  import  duties  at  the  custom-houses  of  the 
republic  sufficient  to  produce  the  sum  necessary  to  cover  the  eight  per  cent  men- 
tioned. » 

4.  If  the  government  of  Venezuel  a  accepts  the«e  propositions,  they  shall  be  ohli- 
a^tory  on  the  part  of  the  republic  as  towards  the  governments  that  may  approve 
them.  • 

The  undersigned  renew  to  Mr.  Doctor  Villegas  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

ANTONIO  L.  DE  CEBALLO. 

GEORGE  FAGAN. 

J.  VISO. 

DELAVILLE. 

ERASTUS  C.  PRITN. 

ROLANDUS. 
Doctor  GuMLLERio  Tell  Villegas, 

MintBter  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  tht  United  States  of  Venezuela. 


Senor  V%U4ga»  to  Mr.  Pruifn, 

0- 

[Translation]. 
DEPARTMENT  OF^OREIGX  AFFAIRS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU. 

Caracas,  September  12,  1868, 
bth  of  the  Law  and  the  lOth  Ftderatkm. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Veneznela, 
had  the  honor  to  receive,  in  due  course,  the  colleetive  note  that,  on  the  l!^h  oftbepMl 
month  thecharg^  d'afiaires  of  Spain,  Italy,  and  Great  Britain,  the  commercial  agent  la 
charge  of  the  legation  of  the  lhiitt»d  States  of  America,  and  the  consul  general  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  addressed  to  him. 

Therein  they  manifested  that  they  would  submit  to  their  respective  govenunent* 
the  bases  of  8t»ttlement  proposed  by  that  of  Venezuela  on  the  4th  of  August,  provided 
that  they  were  modified  in  the  terms  expressed  by  them. 

The  ]»'rovisional  executive  had  trusted  that  the  plan  which  had  been  proposed  t» 
assign  the  ten  per  cent,  of  the  ordinary  import  duties  of  the  custom-houses  of  the 
reimblic  to  the  payment  of  diplomatic  claims,  acconling  to  the  proposition  that  vrai 
made  to  all  the  parties  interested,  would  be  generally  admitted.  Certainly  he  kneWfOf 
the  existence  of  the  convention  that  appropriates  seventeen  per  cent,  of  the  dntiwof 
La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Calwllo  to  the  claims  of  France;  but  notwithstanding,  be 
ab(mnded  in  reaitons  to  think  that  she  would  accede  to  the  modification  of  the  settle- 
ment. 

The  charg6  d'affaires  of  that  country  has  not  thought  that  the  orders  to  whicli  he  is 
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Bnbjeeted  would  permit  him  to  do  more  than  to  refer  the  principal  question  to  his  gov- 
eniment,  and  has  coutinaed  demanding  with  earnestness  the  resumption  of  the  pay- 
ments. 

The  executive  has  seen  himself  under  the  necessity  of  so  promising ;  and  as  he  is  thus 
deprived,  in  benefit  of  a  few  creditors,  of  what  he  deliberated  to  grant  to  all,  there  is 
wanting  for  the  present  the  basis  of  his  calculations. 

He  has  decided  to  continue  his  exertions,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  realized  his  original 
idea,  to  wit :  that  the  ten  per  cent,  be  accepted  by  all,  offered  for  foreign  claims.  But 
while  he  does  not  know  what  will  be  the  termination  of  the  negotiations  that  he  has 
undertaken,  he  cannot  respond  definitely  in  regard  to  the  particular. 

If,  unfortunately,  it  should  not  be  conformable  t<»  his  hoi>e,  he  will  substitute  another 
mode  of  payment  that  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  creditors,  until  the  former  one  can  be 
carried  into  effect. 

This  will  not  prevent  the  preparing  for  acting  upon  the  claims  of  each  country, 
according  to  the  special  couventious  that  may  have  been  concluded,  or  may  be  enteretl 
into  with  them,  they  thus  respecting  their  rights  and  doing  justice  to  all  claims. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Pruyu  the  assurance  of  liis  distinguished  considera- 
tion.   Union  and  liberty! 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILLfiGAS. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Pbuyn, 

Commercial  Agent  in  charge  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  Statei, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  /September  29,  1868. 

Sib:  I  have  this  day  received  your  dispatches  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6;  7,  8,  3, 
10.  11,  12,  13, 14,  15, 16,  17, 18, 19,  and  20. 

1  have  given  most  careful  attention  to  the  instructions  in  dispatch 
No.  4,  in  reference  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  me  as  regards  a  recog- 
nition of  this  government.  To  procure  a  continuance  of  the  mixed 
commission  I  was  compelled  t<>  pursue  the  course  I  did  towards  this 
provisional  government.  There  was  no  time  to  await  for  instructions 
from  the  department,  as  the  commissioners  had  determined  that  they  had 
no  right  to  remain  in  session  after  August  30,  1868.  It  was  most  im- 
portant that  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  reaching  as  far  back  as  1812, 
should  be  decided. 

The  uprising  of  this  nation  in  revolution  was  so  general  and  so  irresist- 
ible that,  as  far  as  human  foi^esight  could  go,  the  conclusion  was  inev- 
itable that  the  people  would. deliberately  and  fully  acknowledge  and 
accept  the  provisional  revolutionary  government. 

The  revolution  has  everywhere  triumphed,  unless  it  be  in  the  far 
western  State  of  Maracaibo,  or  Tidia,  as  itf  is  now  called,  where  State 
President  Sutherland  has  always  acted  independently  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  He  is  rich,  and  has  a  considerable  army,  and,  it  is  said, 
rules  almost  despotically. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  government  will  make  an  arrangement 
with  President  Sutherland,  by  which  the  latter  will  give  them  a  formal 
recognition,  in  return  for  which  they  will  agree  to  leave  him  practically 
undisturbed.  He  will,  perhaps,  give  up  a  portion  of  the  custom-house 
receipts  at  Maracaibo,  all  of  which  should  rightfully  go  into  the  national 
treasury.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  army  of  the  revolution,  now 
in  the  west,  may  continue  their  march,  and  arrive  at  and  capture  Mar- 
acaibo. « 

'The  coming  election  of  a  new  President  and  new  congress,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws — both  of  which  are  treated 
with  all  possible  respect  by  the  present  provisional  government — will 
set  at  rest  all  diflBculty  as  regards  a  recognition  of  the  government. 
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General  Falcon,  who  was  elected  President  in  1862,  has  abandoned  the 
conntrv',  and  gone  to  Spain.  General  Gil,  who  was  first  designado,  or 
vice-president,  fled  to  Ciira4;»oa.  General  Bruzual,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  the  vice-president,  wa^  chosen  by  his  colleagues  in  the  cabinet,  (he 
being  then  minister  of  war,)  to  act  as  president,  was  fatally  wounded  at 
Puerto  Cabello,  and  died  at  Cura^»oa.  So  it  appears  to  be  very  doabtM 
if  there  is  any  technical  legal  executive  of  this  republic. 

General  Jose  Tadeo  Monagas,  commander-in-chief  of  the  revolutionary 
forces,  is  the  candidate  of  the  '*  blues,^  or  revolutionists,  for  President 
He  has  already  twice  filled  that  high  office.  His  election  is  a  foregone 
conclusion. 

The  ''yellows,"  or  partisans  of  the  late  government,  may  go  through 
the  ceremony  of  nominating  a  candidate,  although  they  have  not  the 
slightest  hopes  of  gaining  the  election.  A  considerable  minority  in  con- 
gn»ss  is  all  that  they  aspire  to. 

If  my  course  of  action  towards  this  provisional  government  appears  to 
have  been  somewhat  premature,  and  too  friendly,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  protect  and  assist  the  mixed  commission  in  every  way 
possible.  My  efforts  in  their  behalf  were  crowned  with  success,  and  my 
very  friendly  course  towards  the  provisional  government  has  given  me 
a  certain  influence  with  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  party  which 
may  be  of  service  to  American  interests  here  in  the  future.  I  feel  sure 
that  my  promptuess  and  cordiallity  will  not  be  without  good  results. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  observe,  most  carefully,  your  instructions ;  and  I 
l^ve  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  tState,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr   Seward. 

No.  35.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  1, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  great  care  your  dispatch  No.  14,  dated  August 
22,  1808,  in  reply  to  mine  (No.  21)  of  August  6, 1808,  giving  an  account 
of  a  request  made  to  the  Fi*ench  minister  to  detain  a  French  ship  of 
war  then  at  La  Guayra.  I  am  much  obliged  for  the  statement  of  the 
policy  of  the  government  which  you  are  pleased  to  give,  and  shaJl  en- 
deavor, in  every  way  possible,  to  conform  my  course  of  action  to  it  b 
all  conferences  with  other  foreign  agents  I  have  distinctly  stated  that  I 
had  no  power  to  act  definitively  in  the  name  of  my  government,  or  to 
bind,  in  any  way,  my  government  by  my  action.  I  have  expressed  t 
willingness  to  consult  with  my  colleagues,  and  to  use  such  iufiuenee  as 
my  position  gave  me,  both  with  my  own  government  and  that  of  Vene- 
zuela, to  further  all  legitimate  ends  within  the  limits  of  my  official 
duties. 

I  do  not  find,  in  the  printed  instructions  to  diplomatic  agents,  any 
statement  directing  the  "representatives  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
countries  to  refrain  from  foiunal  consultations  or  conferences  with  the 
representatives  of  other  foreign  countries." 

The  only  agreement  I  have  made  with  other  foreign  diplomatic  agents 

was  an  agreement  to  recommend  a  certain  plan  of  paying  foreign  daimB 

^to  this  government,  and,  if  they  accepted  it,  to  recommend  tJie  same  to 
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my  government.  I  do  not  understand  your  instructions  to  go  so  far  as 
to  prohibit  such  a  course  of  action  on  my  part  as  the  last  mentioned  ; 
but  I  shall,  in  future,  exercise  great  caution,  and  endeavor  to  follow  the 
spirit  of  your  directions. 

As  you  state,  in  speaking  of  the  request  made  to  the  French  minister 
to  detain  his  ship  of  war  at  La  Guayra,  that  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  proceeding  above  referred  to  had  taken  place  are  entirely 
unknown  to  the  department,  1  will  now  give  you  all  the  information  in 
my  possession  on  the  subject.- 

The  Bruzual  government  at  Puerto  Cabello  issued  a  declaration. of 
blockade  of  La  Guayra  and  the  coast,  dated  June  27, 18G8.  No  attempt 
was  nuide  to  enforce  this  blockade  until  July  11,  on  the  morning  of  which 
day  the  following  war  vessels,  manned  by  the  partisans  of  Bruzual,  ap- 
l>eared  off  La  Guayra,  viz.,  the  steamer  Bolivar,  and  the  goleta 
3Iarisca1,  without  giving  notice  of  the  blockade  to  'any  person. 

They  remained  before  La  Guayra  until  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  July, 
when  they  left  and  returned  to  Puerto  Cabello,  having  captured,  during 
their  stay,  only  two  small  coasting  vessels.  The  blockade  was  not  re- 
sumed until  Augiist  5th,  when  it  only  lasted  two  or  three  days,  during 
which  time,  I  believe,  no  captures  were  made  by  the  Bruzual  blockading 
war  steamer,  the  Maparari,  which  was  obliged  to  return  to  Puerto 
Cabello,  to  aid  the  hard-pressed  partisans  there,  who  were  forced  to 
abandon  that  city  on  August  15th.  ^ 

The  legality  of  the  blockade,  carried  out  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned, was  seriously  questioned.  In  inclosure  No.  10,  dispatch  No.^, 
may  be  founU  a  translation  of  the  decree  of  General  Bruzual,  declaring 
the  blockade.  It  is  asserted  that  the  4th  article  of  that  decree  is  in  vio- 
lation of  the  19th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Venezuela  of  September  20, 1854. 

During  July  and  August,  several  of  the  foreign  representatives  here, 
including  myself,  endeavored  to  obtain  the  presence  of -war  vessels  of 
their  respective  nations  in  the  waters  of  Venezuela.  None  were  suc- 
cessful except  those  of  France  and  Denmark ;  a  French  man-of-war 
visited  La  Guayra  early  in  August,  and  a  Danish  one  about  the  middle 
of  the  same  month.  During  the  stay  of  the  French  vessel  at  La  Guayra 
occurred  the  blockade  beginning  August  5th.  This  government  and  the 
foreign  representiitives  here,  doubting  its  legality,  the  policy  related  in 
dispatch  No.  21  was  followed.  •  I  felt  most  anxious  that  there  should  be 
an  independent,  powerful,  and  reliable  witness  to  watch  the  proceedings 
of  the  blockading  force,  because  vessels  irom  the  United  States  were 
likely  to  approach  the  port  of  La  Guayra. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  notice  that  I  sent  to  the  French  minister  a 
separate  dispatch  from  this  legation,  for  a  copy  of  which  see  inclosure 
No.  1.  There  was  no  joint  note  sent  him  by  the  foreign  representatives. 
If  he  had  granted  the  request,  and  had  detained  the  French  ship  of  war, 
I  should  have  looked  upon  it  merely  as  an  act  of  international  courtesy 
and  good  will,  in  no  way  compromising  the  independence  or  dignity  of 
the  governments  whose  representatives  had  asked  the  favor. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  further  comments  you  may  be  pleased 
to  make  upon  the  transaction  explained  in  this  dispatch  and  described 
in  dispatch  No.  21. 

,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ERASTU8  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington^  D.  C.  ^ 
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J/r.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Forest 

Legation  of  tiik  United  States, 

Caracas,  Jutpist  4, 1868, 
Sir  :  ConHiclering  that  the  presence  of  the  steamer  Maparari  before  La  Guayra  is  a 
menace  to  foreifl^n  coninierce,  and  liaving  good  cause  to  believe  that  in  a  short  tiiM 
merchant  vessels  of  mv  nation  will  arrive  at  that  port,  I  request  of  you,  since  you  have 
a  man-of-war  at  your  (ii8XH>sition,  to  give  all  possible  aid  and  assistance  to  such  shipA, 
if  occasion  retpiircs. 
Any  similar  service  that  I  can  render  you  will  not  only  be  my  duty  but  my  pleasnre. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

ERA8TUS  C.  PRLTN, 
Commercial  Agent  in  charge  of  the  United  States  Legation,  Caraeat, 
A.  FoKEKT,  Esq. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  October  3, 1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  painful  intelligence  that  on 
the  Ist  instant  a  most  dastardly  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  the 
acting  President  and  minister  of  foreign  relations^  Senor  Guillermo  Tell 
Yillegas,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  at  the  government 
mansion.  Fortunately  the  would-be  murderer  was  seized  before  he  could 
execute  his  atrocious  design.  In  inclosure  No.  1  may  be  found  the  offi- 
cial account  of  the  aftair,  and  in  Xo.  2  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  on  the  sub- 
ject which  I  addressed  to  this  government. 

1  am,  sir,  with  gi^eat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEASTUS  C.  PRUYX. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washingto^ij  D.  C. 


[TraBslation.] 

UNITED    STATES   OF    VENEZUELA,     DEPARTMENT    OF    THE    INTERIOR    AND    OF   JCStfCE. 
SECOND   BURI-LIU — DISPATCH  No.  274. 

Caracas,  October  1, 1868, 
5/^  year  of  the  Law  and  the  lOth  of  the  /VderaHM* 
To  the  Citizen  President  of  the  State  of  Bolivar : 

An  atrocious  act,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  Venezuela,  has  juet  been  iierpetrat«l 
An  individual  naiued  Francisco  Solere,  having  forced  his  way  into  the  hall  of  dispatch 
of  the  national  executive  in  spite  of  the  i>orter*8  efforts  to  detmn  him,  and  being  armed 
with  a  revolver,  approached  the  citizen  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  I^resident  of 
the  council,  Dr.  Guillermo  Tell  Villdgas,  (then  in  his  appropriate  chair,)  and  addressed 
him  in  the  most  insulting  language,  and  threatened  to  kill  him.  And  if  the  contem- 
plated murder  was  not  consummated,  if  the  august  precinct  of  the  supreme  executive 
magistrate  was  not  dyed  with  the  blood  of  a  minister,  it  is  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
minister  of  war  and  marine,  and  to  the  secretary  of  this  department,  who,  having  heai^i 
he  assailant  utter,  on  entering  the  government  mansion,  words  that  revealed  fiis  ter- 
ible  design,  followed  him  and  arrived  most  opportunely. 
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A  crime  of  such  magnitude  merits  the  most  exemplary  puninhment,  or  else  the  majesty 
of  the  nation  will  suSer  the  profonnclest  humiliation,  and  its  rip^htful  authorities  be 
shoni  forever  of  its  })restigp  and  moral  force,  without  which  there  can  exist  neither 
government  nor  order  in  any  country  of  the  universe.  There  is  only  one  thing  that 
can  counteract  the  painful  impression  that  this  deed  has  produced  in  this  outraged 
coranninity,  and  that  is,  that  this  act  shall  be  promptly  investigated,  and  that  the  pun- 
ishment which  the  culprit  deserves  shall  be  inflicted  by  the  magistrates  to  whom  the 
law  commits  the  sacred  function  of  administering  justice. 

My  object  in  adclre^ng  this  note  to  you  is,  that  you  may  urge  them  on  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  duty,  hoping  that  you  will  l»e  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  measures  that 
may  be  taken,  for  the  executive  has  determined  that  the  matter  must  bo  thoroughly 
carried  out  to  its  proper  termination. 

Union  and  liberty  I 

MATEO  GUERRA-  MAREANO. 

A  true  copy: 

NICANOR  BOLET  PERAZA, 

Th£  ikcretary  of  the  Department 


Mr,  Prmyn  to  Senor  ViU^gas. 

Legation  of  the  irNiTKD  States, 

Caracasy  October  2,  1868. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  in  charge  ad  interim  of  the  legation  of  the  Unite<l  States,  has 
heard  with  sentiments  of  the  deepest  concern  of  the  dastardly  attempt  made  yesterday 
to  assassinate  your  excellency  while  in  the  discharge  of  your  high  oflicial  duties. 

The  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  who  cherish  among  their  fondest 
aspirations  the  wish  that  the  sister  republic  of  Venezuela  may  always  enjoy  peace  and 
prosperity,  will  be  profoundly  gi'ieved  to  learn  that  there  has  been  found  one — even  a 
ibreigner— within  the  borders  so  unutterably  wicked  as  to  attack  a  great  and  good  i)er- 
sonagc  occupying  the  highest  jwsition  among  thosci  who  are  endeavt>ring  to  regenerate 
the  republic  and  restore  her  to  her  former  state  of  happiness  and  grandeur. 

The  peojde  of  the  United  States  have  not  forgotten  the  great  grief  and  heart-felt 
sympathy  manifested  by  Venezuela  in  the  hour  of  their  atiliction  when,  by  the  hand  of 
the  murtlerer,  the  soul  of  their  beloved  Chief  Magistrate,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  sent 
ba<.'k  to  God,  and  other  great  and  good  men,  who  had  aided  him  in  the  glorious  work  of 
saving  the  life  of  the  nation,  were  laid  low  at  death's  door  by  the  same  infamous 
means. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  express  the  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  joy  which  the  gov- 
emnieut  and  people  of  the  United  States  will  experience  on  hearing  that  the  Divine 
Providence  whic4i  watches  over  the  affairs  of  men  has  delivered  you  from  deadly  peril, 
and  ho  also  begs  to  join  in  their  fervent  hope  that  the  same  almighty  power  may 
grant  your  excellency  a  long  and  happy  life,  in  order  that  you  may  pursue  the  patriotic 
path,  already  so  familiar  to  you,  of  self-sacritieing  public  duty,  which,  although  you 
do  not  seek  it,  leads  to  that  highest  pinnacle  of  human  glory,  the  approbation  of  a  free 
people. 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  GuiLLEKMO  Teli.  Vill£ga8, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Jffairs,  cJ'C,  <^'c.,  tj'c. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  5,  1868. 
Sir  :  In  dispatch  No.  19  I  forwarded  to  you  a  certain  financial  propo- 
sition of  the  Venezuelan  government,  and  in  dispatch  No.  31  the  same 
question  was  again  treated  of.  I  now  submit  for  your  consideration  (see 
iiiclosure  No.  1)  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  I  to-day  sent  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  September  12, 18G8,a  translation 
of  which  was  given  in  iuclosure  No.  4  of  dispatch  No.  31.  As  far  as  I 
can  judge,  the  views  you  were  pleased  to  express  in  dispat<5h  No.  18  have 
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been  borne  out  by  subsequent  events.  This  government  have  just  ap- 
pointed a  minister  to  France,  who  will  endeavor  to  induce  the  French 
government  to  give  up  their  especial  treaty-privileges,  which  of  course 
they  will  not  do. 

I  will  report  in  due  course  any  further  information  that  I  may  be  able 
to  obtain  on  this  question.  Meanwhile  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTTJS  C,  PRUY>\ 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  2).  C. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Senar  Fill^as. 

Legation  of  the  Unpted  States, 

Caracas,  October  5,  l^ft^. 

The  undersigned,  commercial  agent  in  charge  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yon  r  dispatch  No.  181,  dated  September  I'i. 
1868,  in  ^vhich  you  are  pleased  to  reply  to  the  collective  note  addresseil  to  you  by  tbi- 
representatives  of  several  foreign  powers  accredited  to  the  government  of  Venezu**la, 
(including  the  undersigned,)  dated  August  12, 18()8,in  regara  to  the  hases  of  settlement 
of  foreign  claims  proposed  in  the  circular  of  the  Venezuelan  government,  dated  Angiu^t 
4,  1868.  Your  excellency  has  stated  that  the  government  of  Venezuela  ban  found  ir 
necessary  to  prepare  to  recommence  giving  seventeen  per  cent,  of  the  import  dutie;;^  of 
La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Cabello  towards  the  payment  of  the  French  claims. 

You  aVe  also  pleased  to  state  that  you  cannot  give  a  definite  response  to  the  collective 
note  above  mentioned  until  the  result  is  known  of  the  negotiations  in  this  financial 
question  which  have  been  begun  with  the  government  of  France. 

The  undersigned  is  gratified  to  observe,  as  the  cardinal  basis  of  the  propositions  of 
the  Venezuelan  government,  the  declared  intention  of  satisfying  those  saemi  nati<»oal 
obligations  which  the  former  rulers  had  so  entirely  neglected  to  consider.  In  y<»ur 
propositions  the  undersigned  has  not  been  able  t'O  find  any  condition  in  which  is  declan^ 
that  they  must  be  accepted  by  the  charge  d'affaires  of  PYance  before  they  can  become 
effective.  The  earnest  and  persistent  effort*  of  the  representative  of  France  for  \hr 
re-establishment  of  the  payment  of  the  seventeen  per  cent,  aforementiouetl  were  w**!! 
known  to  the  public  before  August  4th.  So  it  is  reasonable  to  supikmh^  that  vtmr 
excellency  had  considered  the  financial  relations  of  Venezuela  towards  France  *fii>^ 
vi(msly  to  dispatching  the  i)ropo8ition8  addressed  that  day  to  several  foreign  agt-ots. 
including  the  undersigned.  If  the  undersigned  rightly  apprehends  this  financial  <|ii** 
ti<m,  it  appears  that  the  government  of  Venezuela  iiroposed  a  basis  of  settlement  i»» 
the  4th  of  August,  omitting  in  its  communication  on  this  subject  of  that  date  addn^-^rd 
t'O  foreign  agents  the  statement  subsequently  made  that  it  was  bound  by  certain  moIcuu 
treaty  obligations  with  France,  and  that  unless  these  were  given  up  by  the  govemmeiii 
of  that  country,  the  propositions  in  question  could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  TV 
undersigned,  in  reporting  these  matters  to  his  government,  has  made  particular  mentu^; 
of  the  great  desire  manifested  by  the  government  of  Venezuela  for  the  prompt  jm}- 
ment  of  the  just  claims  due  foreigners. 

The  undersigned  has,  however,  up  to  this  date,  been  unable  to  recommend  to  hi«  gi*^  - 
enmient  the  abandonment  on  their  part  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  April  25,  Ici&S. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Senor  ViU<^gas  the  assurances  of  hia  dit»tin|pii^kri. 
consideration. 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYX. 

Hon.  GuiLLERMO  Tell  Vill^gas, 

Miniater  of  Foreign  JffairSj  ^'c,  cf-c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  24.]  Depabtmentof  State, 

Washingtonj  0ct4>ber  21,  186S. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  No.  31,  of  September  21.    In  it 
you  call  attention  to  a  proposition  made  by  the  government  of  Yenezuela* 
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in  reference  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  held  by  foreigners  against  that 
governmeut. 

Inasmuch  as  Venezuela  declares  itself  to  be  not  yet  in  a  position  for 
carrj'ing  out  its  proposition  for  the  assignment  of  customs  duties  as  com- 
municated in  your  No.  19,  the  consideration  of  the  proposal  will  be  de- 
ferred until  it  shall  have  been  renewed  or  modified  by  that  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 


Ebastus  C.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dbc.y  i&c. 


Acting  Secret4iry. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  30,  1868. 
Sm :  In  dispatch  No.  36,  dated  October  3d,  1868,  was  conveyed  the 
intelligence  of  an  attempt  made  to  assassinate  the  acting  President, 
Mr.  Villegas.  There  was  also  therein  inclosed  a  copy  of  my  note  to  this 
government  in  reference  to  that  event,  a  reply  to  which  I  have  this  day 
received.  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  same  in  inclosure  No.  1, 
and  a  translation  thereof  in  inclosure  No.  2. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Senor  Villigas  to  Mr.  Pruyn 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS,  CENTRAL  BUREAU — ^No.  244. 


Caracas,  October  27, 
The  hth  year  of  the  Law  and  the  lOth  of  the  Federation. 

Owing  to  the  iUness  from  which  he  has  been  suffering  for  many  days  past,  the  under- 
Bigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  regrets  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  reply  until  now  to  the  communication  that  the  incumbent  of 
the  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America  addressed  to  him  on  hearing  of  the  mur- 
derous assault  of  which  the  undersigned  was  the  object.  . 

It  is  with  the  most  profound  sentiment  of  gratitude  that  the  undersigned  has  become 
apprise<l  of  the  interest  that  Mr.  Pruyn  took  in  the  event,  and  of  the  indignation  that 
he  manifests  against  the  wretch  who  conceived  and  attempted  to  carry  out  so  wicked 
a  design  at  a  time  and  in  a  place  where  the  undersigned  was  discharging  his  official 
duties. 

The  criminal,  uninfluenced  by  any  consideration  of  right  or  duty,  proceeded  in  his 
evil  purpose,  and  almost  accomplished  it,  although  he  had  not  received  the  slightest 
provocation  of  any  kind  whatsoever. 

Venezuela  will  always  remember  with  grief  the  lamentable  death  of  the  ilKfated 
President,  the  most  excellent  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  treacherous  attempts  that  put 
in  peril  the  life  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  that  of  his  assistant  and  son.  This 
sentiment  was  suitably  testitied  to  through  the  minister  that  she  had  ac<n:edited  at 
Washington,  and  likewise  through  the  United  States  minister  then  in  Caracas. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  condemnation  that  every  just  man  makes  of  such  attempts, 
impressing  a  seal  of  shame  and  ignominy  upon  the  brow  of  him  who  dares  to  commit 
them,  will  contribute  more  than  any  other  punishment  to  cause  their  total  cessation  for 
all  time  to  come. 

Having  no  other  aspiration  than  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


980  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

the  nndersiened  ha«  made  every  patriotic  effort  in  his  power  to  that  end,  so  important 
and  HO  worthy  of  the  heM  endeavors,  and  he  considers  it  as  his  most  satis&ctory  rewaid 
that  his  efforts  are  thus  recognized  in  the  most  kind  and  flattering  terms  by  so  distin- 
guished a  personage  a^  Mr.  l*ruyn,  to  whom  the  undersigned,  availing  himself  of  this 
opportunity,  renews  the  assurance  of  his  distingushed  consideration. 
Union  and  liberty  I 

GUILLERMO  TELL  VILL^GAS. 
Mr.  ERASxrs  C.  Prhyn, 

Incumbent  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  States, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  44.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  0ct4>her  30,  1868. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  few  observations  con- 
cerning the  recent  course  of  political  events  in  tbis  countrj^  General 
Monagas,  the  chief  of  the  revolution,  who,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
provisional  government,  became  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  was 
obliged,  owing  to  ill  health,  to  retire  a  few  weeks  ago  from  active  service, 
and  he  repahed  to  the  village  of  El  Vall^,  near  Caracas,  where  he  has 
shice  lived  in  retirement,  much  to  the  benefit  of  his  health,  which,  as  I 
am  informed,  is  now  almost  entirely  restored. 

In  the  absi»nce  of  the  chief,  Generals  Rupertb  Monagas  and  Rufo  Rojas 
command  the  forces  in  the  field,  which  have  now  only  to  contend  against 
the  army  of  General  Pedro  Manuel  Rojas,  who  still  holds  out  against 
the  government  in  the  States  of  Portuguesa  and  Zamora,  (united  popu- 
lation one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand,)  in  the  western  part  of  the 
republic. 

In  dispatch  No.  33,  dated  September  29,  1868, 1  expressed  the  opinion 
that  this  government  would  come  to  terms  with  the  President,  Suther- 
land, at  Maracaibo.  They  have  done  so  in  a  manner  advantageous  to 
both  parties,  and  thus  the  further  efiftision  of  blood  has  been  hajipily 
avoided.  The  national  government  has  obtained  control  of  the  custom- 
house at  Maracaibo,  and  the  national  war  vessels,  until  now  in  posses- 
sion of^he  partisans  of  the  late  Bruzual  government. 

President  Sutherland,  it  is  said,  will  soon  leave  for  Europe,  or,  if  he 
remains  here,  will  take  an  interest  in  national  affairs  by  coming  as  a 
senator  to  the  new  congress.  In  any  event,  his  influence  is  now  very 
little,  and  that  little  kept  up  by  the  position  of  State  President,  (which 
he  must  soon  vacate,)  and  aided  by  his  vast  wealth. 

There  have  been  reactionary  disturbances  in  the  States  of  Barcelonii 
and  Nueva  Andalusia;  but  happily  they  were  speedily  suppressed,  and 
peace  and  tranquillity  prevail.  • 

The  revolutionary  party,  being  so  strong,  could  easily  afford  to  be 
generous  to  their  conquered  foe ;  so  they  caused  the  elections  to  be  held 
in  a  free,  fair,  and  oi)en  manner.  On  the  9th  of  October,  General  Mon- 
agos,  from  his  retreat  at  El  Vall6,  issued  a  proclamation,  asking  his 
fellow-citizens,  in  dignified  and  suitable  language,  to  conduct  the  elec- 
tions in  strict  accordance  to  the  letter  and  si)irit  of  the  constitution — to 
be  just,  quiet,  and  orderly. 

His  request  was,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  most  faithfully  obeyed,  aud  the 
el(ictions  passed  of  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  this  people.  They 
took  place  on  October  the  18th. 

There  were  chosen  a  President  of  the  republic,  a  President  in  each 
State,  and  members  of  both  houses  of  the  national  and  State  l^ialatare& 
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The  official  returns  are  not  yet  complete,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
revolutionary  party,  or  "blues,^  have  been  everywhere  victorious,  their 
candidates  obtaining  from  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  all  the  votes 
polled.  This  is  the  first  time  in  many  years  that  a  really  free  election 
has  been  held  in  Venezuela,  and  it  therefore  has  excited  far  more  than 
usual  interest.  General  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagas  has,  without  doubt,  been 
elected  President.  The  day  before  the  election,  the  principal  merchants 
of  Caracas,  both  native  and  foreign,  presented  him  with  a  carriage  and* 
horse — a  very  handsome  compliment,  and,  perhaps,  indicative  that  a 
revival  of  commerce  is  hoped  for  under  his  administration. 

There  is  a  strong  and  growing  feeling  here  in  favor  of  centralization  ; 
a  strong,  consolidated  government.  There  is  too  much  State  pride  and 
local  jealousy.  Some  of  the  States  are  extremely  poor,  and  sparsely 
populated,  so  that  they  support  the  burden  of  a  State  government  with 
great  difficulty.  It  is  expected  that  the  next  congress  will  propose  some 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  giving  more  power  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment, which  most  certainly  appears  to  be  required.  They  will  also, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  remove  some  of  the  excessive  import  duties,  and  thus 
stimulate  foreign  commerce. 

Yesterday  the  government  issued  a  proclamation  calling  congress 
together  on  the  first  day  of  January.  Their  first  duty,  after  organizing, 
will  be  to  count  the  votes  for  President,  who  will  immediately  take  office, 
and  make  an  address  to  the  congress.  Then  that  body  will  proceed  to 
choose  a  primer  designado,  and  a  segundo  designado,  or  first  and 
second  vice-presidents.  The  choice  of  first  vice-president  will  be  a 
most  important  event,  as,  owing  to  the  extreme  old  age  and  feeble  health 
of  the  President  elect,  that  officer  will  most  likely  be  the  virtual  execu- 
tive. The  danger  of  the  movement  appears  to  be  that  the  relatives  of 
Monagas — some  two  dozen  or  more — and  their  particular  friends,  all 
from  the  eastern  States,  will  endeavor  to  obtain  all  the  places  of  honor 
and  profit  under  the  new  administration,  not  giving  a  fair  share  to  others 
from  other  localities,  who  helped  to  bring  the  revolution  to  a  triumphant 
conclusion.  The  hope  of  the  people  lies  in  a  wise  and  firm  course  of 
action  by  the  incoming  congress,  particularly  in  the  choice  of  a  good  and 
able  man  for  first  vice-president. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  reepect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASXUS  0.  PRUYN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ef  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  30,  1868. 

Sir:  On  the  28th  instant,  the  day  of  Saint  Simon,  celebrated  here  in 
honor  of  Simon  Bolivar,  the  liberator,  the  corps  diplomatic  and  consular 
called  by  invitation  (for  my  answer  to  which  see  inclosure  No.  1)  on  the 
national  executive  at  the  government  mansion. 

Seuor  Don  Felipe  I.  P.  Leal,  envoy  of  Brazil,  offered,  on  behalf  of*  the 
corps,  a  few  remarks  of  general  felicitation,  which  were  appropriately 
responded  to  by  Seiior  Vill^gas,  acting  President,  and  then  almost  imme- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


982  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

diately  the  foreign  representatives  retired.    The  whole  affair  was  most 
brief  and  formal. 

The  day  was  celebrated  in  the  most  joyons  manner  by  the  citizens  of 
Caracas.  Mnsic,  fireworks,  processions,  tlieatrical  performances,  reunions 
in  the  clubs,  a  general  display  of  flags  and  banners,  together  with  the 
merry  crowds  moving  ceaselessly  through  the  streets  and  squares  from 
early  in  tlie  morning  until  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  showed  that  it  was 
indeed  a  day  of  popiUar  festivity.  Kot  for  many  years  has  the  birthday 
of  the  greal  liberator,  been  so  gaily  kept  by  this  nation,  one  of  the  five 
republic^  w^hich  owe  so  much  to  that  noble  hero. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  C.  PRUTy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washirigtony  D,  C. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Senor  VilUgan. 

Caracas,  Octohr  27,  IHft?. 

The  incnmbent  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America  offers  his  most  itir- 
dial  HuhitationH  to  the  honorable  miniBter  of  foreign  rehitionH  of  the  I7nite<l  Staten  "f 
Venezuela,  and,  acknowledpng  the  receipt  of  his  excellency^  |>olit4)  not«  of  thisilat*-, 
(in  wliich  in  conveyed  the  information  that  to-morrow,  October  28th,  being  the  imni- 
versary  of  the  birthday  of  the  liberator,  the  national  executive  will  hold  a  reception  at 
the  goVeniment  mauHion,)  begs  to  state  that  he  will  hasten  to  avail  himself  i»f  the 
opportnhity  thus  afforded  of  offering  his  most  sincere  felicitations  on  that  day  of  na- 
tional rejoicing,  so  dear  to  all  lovers  of  human  liberty,  and  donbly  precious  to  pYery 
rejmblican. 

In  contemidating  the  life  and  character  of  Simon  Bolivar,  we  fin^  that  he  excelled 
equally  in  both  civil  and  military  affairs.  With  an  energy  almost  sui>f  rliuman,  ao*!  a 
patience  truly  inexhaustible,  he  raised  army  after  army.  With  the  brilliant  awLncity 
of  his  extraordinary  genius,  he  carried  on  with  indomitable  iJerseverant*  camiiai;?) 
after  campaign  against  overwhelming  odds,  i)reserving,  alike  tlirougb  giKMl  fortune  anJ 
evil  fortune,  that  calm  grandeur  of  soul,  and  serenity  of  faith  in  the  ultimate  trimujA 
of  the  cause  of  liberty,  which  nothing  could  shake. 

Among  the  most  marked  traits  of  this  heroic  man,  we  notice  his  great  moral  w«)rth. 
the  unsullied  integrity  of  his  conduct,  both  public  and  private ;  his  nuswerving  lov*- 
of  liberty  regulated  by  law ;  his  horror  of  civil  war,  and  of  irresjionsiblc  power  »-xfr- 
cised  under  what  name  soever ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  his  wonderful  hold  on  the  alf"- 
tions  of  the  ijeoplc,  who  received  him  "as  the  thirsty  earth  receives  the  fertilizing  *le« 
of  heaven." 

May  the  illustrious  example  of  the  great  liberator  and  peacemaker  be  never  forgotten, 
but  ever  followed,  and  endure  until  that  time, 

When  every  wandering  sheep  hath  tnmed  him  home, 
And  changed  to  pmniniB:  hooka  be  every  aword, 

And  all  the  peojiles  of  the  earth  become 
The  ])eople  of  the  Lord. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pniyn. 

No.  25.]  Depart>ient  op  Statk, 

^Va4thingtony  Korember  9,  1S68. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  29th  of  September,  No,  33,  hafi  been 
received.  We  have  learned  here  that  the  late  President  Falcou  has 
abandoned  the  republic  of  Venezuela;  that  General  Bru2ual,whocJaimed 
to  be  his  successor,  and  maintained  a  resistance  with  national  fon'esat 
Puerto  Cabello,  has  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle;  that  Puerto 
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Cabello  ha«  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  provisional  government  estab- 
lished at  Caracas;  and  that  the  civil  war,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to 
regard  it  as  a  national  conflict,  has  come  to  an  end.  There  seems,  there- 
fore, to  be  no  suflScient  ground  for  withholding  longer  the  formal  and 
full  recognition  of  that  provisional  government. 

In  annoilncing  this  decision  you  will  express  to  the  provisional  Presi- 
dent the  sincere  hope,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  the  republic 
of  Venezuela  may  speedily  come  to  the  enjoyment  of  internal  peace  and* 
the  renewal  of  national  prosperity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW^ARD. 

Erastus  C.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  ifec.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No,  26. 1  Department  of  State, 

Wdshhigton,  November  9,  1868. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  Ko.  35,  has  been  received 
and  duly  considered.  Your  No.  21,  which  rela*^ed  to  transactions  then 
ocxrurring  in  the  midst  of  civil  war,  was  made  the  basis  of  my  instruc- 
tion No.  14.  Since  that  time  the  contending  Venezuelan  government, 
which  was  then  maintaining  itself  at  Puerto  Cabello^  in  opposition  to 
the  newly  organized  government  at  Caracas,  has  passed  away,  and  the 
civil  war  seems  practically  to  have  come  to  an  end.  Happily  no  conse- 
quences injurious  either  to  the  Venezuelan  government  or  to  the  United 
States  have  resulted  from  your  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  French  ship 
of  war  then  at  La  Guayra,  which  I  had  occasion  to  discuss  in  that 
instruction.  It  is  therefore  now  unnecessary  to  prolong  the  correspond- 
ence upon  the  subject  of  that  discussion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Erastus  O.  Prtjyn,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <6c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No,  29.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  16,  1868. 
iBiR:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  No.  26,  of  October  3d,  in  which  you 
inform  me  of  the  attempt  made  to  assassinate  Sefior  Guillermo  Tell 
Vill^gas,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  acting  President  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Venezuela.  Your  conduct  in  promptly  expressing  to  Mr.  Villd- 
gas  your  opinion  of  that  attempt,  and  your  gratulatory  note  to  that 
functionary  on  his  escax)e,  were  well  timed,  and  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Erastus  C.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  &c. 
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LEGATION  OF  VENEZUELA. 

Senor  Mesa  to  Mr,  Seward, 
fTraDslation.l 


i 


United  States  of  Vexkzitila, 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Puerto  Cabello,  July  20,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  received  special  charge  to  address  this  note  to  yon  for 
the  pnrpose  of  bringing?  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government  pf  the 
Ignited  States  of  America  the  transfer  of  the  federal  district  and  seat  of 
Venezuelan  government  to  this  city,  which  is  for  a  while  constituted  the 
capital  of  the  United  States  ot  Venezuela,  in  relation  to  our  constitution 
and  federal  laws.  This  communication  ha^s  been  seasonably  made  to  the 
diplomatic  cori)s  and  consuls  resident  in  Caracas,  wherefore  it  is  to  be 
8U[)posed  that  the  representative  of  the  government  of  your  excellency 
will  have  transmitted  it  to  you  as  it  is  his  duty. 

But,  nevertheless,  my  government  hjis  thought  proper  to  address  to 
you  this  further  direct  communication  of  this  transfer  to  Puerto  Cabello, 
because  it  is  necessary  to  appeal  to  those  relations  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship which  connect  it  with  the  United  States  of  America,  to  claim^  as  in 
eftect  it  does  claim,  the  fulfillment  of  the  treaty  in  forc^  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing,  in  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  of  the  parties  signing 
the  same,  acts  being  done  which  may  have  for  object  to  prepare  expe- 
ditions or  acquire  materials  with  which  to  carry  on  hostilities  against 
the  other  parties. 

This  reclamation  rests,  sir,  on  the  fact  that  the  faction  which  has 
established  at  Caracas  an  unconstitutional  government  has  sent  its  agent, 
named  Jos<3  Antonio  Velutini,  for  the  puri>ose  of  obtaining,  for  the  uses 
of  the  revolution  headed  by  (General  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagas,  elements  of 
wartare  of  all  kinds,  and  among  them  one  or  more  monitors  or  iron-clads, 
with  which  to  attack  the  vessels  and  forts  held  by  the  constitutional 
government.  My  government  has  just  accredited  near  that  of  your  excel- 
lency a  diplomatic  agent  for  the  special  purpose  of  counteracting  the  oper- 
ations of  the  commissioners  of  the  revolutionists,  and  to  seek  in  tl|at  re- 
spect the  fulfillmentof  theobligationsexistingbetween  both  governments 
as  well  as  the  disavow^al  of  the  consular  or  diplomatic  employes  that  the 
revolution  preteiuls  to  establish;  but  wishing  to  avail  of  the  moment, 
and  to  anticipate  the  delays  which  the  said  diplomats  might  incur  on 
their  journey,  I  send  you,  in  anticipation,  the  appointment  of  C-ommis- 
sioner  Velutini,  hoping  that,  with  the  rectitude  that  is  proverbial  with 
your  government,  it  will  dispatch  without  delay  all  the  orders  it  may 
deem  opportune  to  prevent -the  other  commissioner  from  realizing  the 
armament  and  exj)edition  which  he  may  have  set  on  foot  against  my 
government. 

My  government  rests,  sir,  in  the  confidence  that  this  note  will  suffice 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  operations  which  its  enemies  may  intend  to  canr 
out  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  t4iey  will 
be  prevented  and  published  in  accordance  with  the  treatj^  in  force  and 
the  laws  of  neutrality  of  the  country;  and  I  avail  myself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  ofter  to  you  the  respectfiU  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  mvself  your  very  obedient  servant^ 

MIGUEL  GARCIA  MESA 
Hon.  William  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
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Sehor  Eibds  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
*  West  Camp,  Ulster  Co.,  K.  T.,  July  24,  1868. 

Florencio  Eibas,  charge  d'affaires  for  Venezuela,  has  the  honor  to  greet 
Mr.  William  H.  Seward^  Secretary  of  State,  and  inform  him  that  he  is 
astonished  at  a  correspondence  from  Havana,  in  the  New  York  Herald 
of  yesterday,  23d  of  July.  The  Herald  correspondent  says  that  Mr. 
Stihvell,  the  American  minister  resident  in  Caracas,  was  obliged  to  leave 
that  city  for  safety  during  certain  revolutionary  commotions  there.  I 
am  sure  you  will  not  believe  this  assertion,  Mr.  Secretary;  yet  I  deem 
it  my  duty,  and  it  certainly  is  my  pleasure  to  assure  you  there  is  nothing 
true  in  this.  The  Herald  has  a  long  editorial  on  the  subject  in  the  same 
edition. 

Though  I  am  not  officially  informed  by  my  government  in  regard  to 
the  recent  lamentable  events  to  which  the  Herald's  corresi>ondent  alludes, 
yet  private  letters  assure  me  that,  so  far  from  having  any  fear  of  per- 
sonal violence,  the  foreign  representatives  protected  many  foreign  and 
even  native  families  in  their  dwellings  on  the  days  of  the  contest  that 
disturbed  the  people  of  Caracas. 

1  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  official  account  of  the  occurrences 
in  question. 

I  take  this  favorable  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  the  great 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

FLORENCIO  RIBAS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  cfcc,  d'c. 


Senor  Ribas  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

West  Camp,  July  30, 1868. 

Florencio  Ribas,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 
has  the  honor  to  salute  Mr.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and 
to  inform  him,  in  compliance  with  his  offer  made  in  his  note  of  the  24th 
of  the  present  month,  of  all  he  may  gather  respecting  the  lamentable 
events  which  have  happened  in  the  capital  of  Venezuela. 

I  communicate  for  your  information  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
through  private  correspondences  about  these  political  events.  It  ap- 
pears that  two  of  the  eastern  States  of  the  republic,  in  concert  with  three 
of  the  central,  gathered  their  forces  against  the  federal  district  com- 
manded by  General  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagjis,  and,  after  a  prolonged  attack 
and  strong  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  government  troops,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Bruzual,  the  aggressors  remained  in  possession  of  the 
federal  district.  The  government  then  retired  to  Puerto  Cabello,  where 
it  has  fixed  its  residence.  I  send  with  this  communication  an  extract 
from  the  Federalist  paper  published  in  Caracas,  where  you  will  see 
the  public  decrees  of  General  Manuel  E.  Bruzual  fixing  on  Puerto 
Cabello  as  the  place  of  residence  of  the  government.  I  also  enclose  a 
slip  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  to-day,  where  you  will  read  the  reports 
sent  by  its  correspondent  at  St.  Thomas  relative  to  these  political 
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events  in  Venezuela.  The  reports  of  correspondents  being  often 
apocryphal,  I  abstain  from  remarks  upon  them.  I  particularly  c^l  vour 
attention  to  them.  I  oflfer  you,  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive  official  com- 
munications from  the  government  about  these  events,  to  send  them  in 
due  course  to  you.  1  avail  of  the  present  occasion  to  repeat  to  you  the 
assurances  of  my  highest  consideration.  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
myself  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

FLORENCIO  KIBAS. 
Hon.  WLLLIA3I  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  rf-c,  <tc. 

[Here  is  inteqoolated  an  extract  from  the  Herald,  being  a  letter  fixnn 
St  Thomas  dated' July  15, 18G8;  then  follows  an  address  to  the  people :j 

[Translation  of  the  address.] 
Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  in  charge  of  the  presidency  of  the  Umied  States  of  Veneznela,  to  the  Xaiio* : 

Venezuelans:  Called  constitutionally  to  the  exercise  of  the  presidency  of  the  Union. 
I  have  sworn  on  my  honor  and  for  the  country  to  meet  all  the  exigencies  of  the  |jn*»t 
majority  of  the  country,  and  even  in  the  midst  of  the  grave  coutcHts  with  which  thf 
government  h»i8  found  itself  involved  it  has  not  turned  aside  fnjm  the  line  of  dut>*. 

To-day  I  ratify  that  solemn  oath  in  Puerto  Cabello,  where  the  national  executive  exer- 
cises its  functions,  liecause  the  federal  district  has  been  occupied  by  the  factiooK  who 
follow  General  Josd  Ta<leo  Mouagas.  * 

In  presence  of  God  and  the  world,  I  promise  to  omit  no  sacrifice  of  any  kind,  even  Xo 
death  if  needful,  in  defense  of  the  federal  cause  for  which  the  virtuous  people  of  Vene- 
zuela have  i)oured  out  their  blood  in  torrents. 

It  never  w^as  my  intention  to  fight,  but  the  enemies  of  liberal  institutions  and  prin- 
ciples would  not  have  it  so.  Now,  as  in  March,  1858,  they  have  raised  the  banner  of 
treason  to  assail  the  authorities,  and  restore  the  feariful  nile  of  terror.  They  are  ihr 
same  men  who  forget  nothing,  who  learn  nothing,  not  stopping  at  me-^iaures,  obooxioa* 
as  they  may  be,  in  order  to  satiate  their  thirst  for  vengeance  and  persecution.  In  im- 
moral alliance  with  many  of  their  own  victims,  they  deceive  them,  the  more  eai^ily  to 
consummate  their  work  of  extermination,  already  be^n  by  the  invasion  of  the  capital  of 
the  re))ublic,  which  they  have  succeeded  in  accompliHhing,  notwithstanding  the  gallant 
resistance  of  the  const  i  tut  ion  al  army,  because  the  States,  relying  on  the  i>eace  wliich 
was  to  have  been  obtained  by  means  of  treaties,  did  not  assemule  in  season  the  con- 
tingent  force  which  had  been  assigned  for  them. 

The  government  thus  has  found  itself  compelled,  in  the  exercise  of  its  attrihutioiv.  w 
fix  upon  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello  as  the  federal  district,  and  relying  on  the  st«'ad) 
support  of  public  opinion,  and  the  tried  valor  and  bravery  of  the  chiefs,  will  in  a  hncf 
time  re-establish  order  in  the  republic,  by  subjecting  to  olHMUence  to  law  those  «fn'. 
blinded  liy  the  virulence  of  passion,  do  not  comprehend  that  the  sentiment  of  freedoo 
is  invincible. 

Venezuelans !  I  appeal  to  your  conscience.  On  one  side  y«m  have  the  govemnifnt. 
which  reprewnits  law,  and  has  given  infallible  proofs  of  its  aspiraticnis  for  what  ii*  ri>rbi: 
on  the  other  side  is  despotism  or  anarchy  in  consequence.  The  triumph  over  the  di- 
turbers  of  your  peace  is  therefore  not  doubtful.  Without  ambition  to  command.  I  hj" 
no  thought  of  retaining  the  authority  with  which  I  find  myself  invested,  except  unti^r 
necessity  to  preserv'e  the  institutions.  This  important  object  saved,  you  all  will  tsee  m 
withdraw  to  the  domestic  hearth,  satisfied  with  having  co-operated,  with  all  the  firm- 
ness I  am  capable  of  in  sustaining  the  republic  such  as  our  fathers  constituted  it  in  th' 
great  contest  of  the  American  continent  a'gainst  its  oppressors. 

Venezuelans!  in  the  name  of  the  country  I  call  you  to  aiTns.  Sad  is  any  contest 
between  brethren ;  but  all  the  acts  of  my  administration  which  bt>re  the  stamp  "f 
law,  of  morals,  of  forbearance,  even  towanis  citizens  in  arms,  did  not  suflice  to  avt«d 
such  a  condition.    There  remains  only  recourse  to  arms. 

Let  it  progress  without  further  delay  than  what  is  needful  for  indulgence  to  the  eno- 
quered,  and  to  open  our  anus  to  re<!eive  those  who,  sensible  of  their  emirs,  join  us  in  thr 
campaign  undertaken  by  the  government  to  sustain  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

Done  at  Puerto  Cabello,  at  the  executive  chamber,  the  27th  June,  1868, 

M.  E.  BRUZrAU 
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Senor  Ribas  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

West  Camp,  August  5, 1868. 

Florencio  Eibaa,  charg^  d'affaires  of  Venezuela,  has  the  honor  to  salute 
Mr.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  inform  him  that,  having 
already  apprised  him  by  his  note  of  July  30th  of  the  politi(?al  events 
which  have  taken  place  at  the  capital  of  Venezuela,  you  will  already 
know  that,  the  federal  district  being  already  occupied  by  the  revolution- 
ary party,  the  general-in-chief  of  its  forces  issued  a  decree  establishing 
a  provisional  government  the  more.  The  constitutional  government 
has  transferred  the  federal  district  to  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello,  where 
it  continues  to  exercise  its  authority.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  please  inform 
me  what  will  be  the  policy  and  conduct  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  virtue  of  the  present  state  of  things. 

I  avail  of  the  present  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  highest  consideration  and  respect,  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  myself  your  very  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

FLORENCIO  KIBAS. 

Hon.  William  H.  SEWAltD,  cfcc,  cCc,  &c. 


Senor  Bruzual  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Venezuela, 
Oramerey  Parle  House,  New  Yorlc,  August  24,  1868. 

Mr.  Secretary:  As  I  have  returned  from  Venezuela,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  give  an  account  to  the  government  near  which  I  am  accredited  of 
the  grave  political  events  which  have  disturbed  my  country  and  sprinkled 
its  soil  with  Venezuelan  blood,  shed  by  Venezuelan  hands.  We  South 
American  patriots  lament  that  we  are  comi)elled  to  behold,  in  this  civ- 
ilized age,  the  barbarous  spectacle  of  an  appeal  to  arms  in  changing  the 
officers  of  our  government,  after  half  a  century  of  independence ;  but 
such  is  our  misfortune,  and  we  must  meet  it  with  republican  valor,  and 
persevere  till  the  great  task  of  our  political  regeneration  is  achieved. 

To  give  you  a  more  complete  idea  of  those  events  it  will  be  necessary 
to  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  tempest  that  has 
recently  broken  with  such  violence  over  Venezuela. 

In  the  beginning  of  1858,  General  Jos^  Tadeo  Monagas,  then  ruler  of 
the  country,  began  the  work  of  fiscal  corruption,  squandered  the  public 
money,  and  attempted  to  exercise  despotic  power;  which  acts  so  aroused 
the  people  in  March  of  that  year  that  %he  President  did  not  venture  to 
use  the  forces  at  his  disposal  to  defend  his  legal  authority,  but  resigned 
it  into  the  hands  of  congress  and  sought  the  protection  of  a  foreign  lega- 
tion for  his  pei^n. 

The  victorious  revolutionists  proclaimed  as  President  of  the  republic 
the  governor  of  the  province  that  first  took  up  arms  against  the  unpopular 
President,  and  he  was  recognized  by  all  the  other  provinces,  that  soon 
elected  delegates  to  a  reconstructing  convention. 

The  two  contending  political  parties  in  Venezuela  are  called  the  liberal 
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and  the  oligarchs ;  the  latter,  in  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  known  as 
conservatives,  and  is  the  party  which  has  governed  the  country  the 
longest,  as  well  as  in  all  the  new  republics,  through  the  faithlessness 
of  a  few  liberal  leaders,  aided  by  the  dirrct  or  indirect  help  of  some 
foreign  powers  that  wish  to  change  the  form  of  governments  that  have 
been  generally  adopted  in  South  America. 

The  opposition  to  Monagas  was  begun  by  the  oligarchs  with  a  few  of 
the  liberals  in  the  constituent  conveution,  but  three  fourths  were  of  the 
former  party. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  that  convention  was  to  declare,  almost 
unanin^pusly,  Monagas  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  the  assassin  of  a 
congress ;  for  which  he  was  condemned  to  peri)etual  banishment.  That 
convention  sanctioned  a  central' constitution,  and  the  liberal  members 
protested  against  it  because  all  the  provinces  had  pronounced  in  favor 
of  a  federation.  When  the  constitution  was  promulgated,  all  the  liberals 
pronounced  against  it,  and  they  gained  their  cause,  after  a  five  years' 
struggle. 

General  Falcon  was  at  the  head  of  the  federal  army,  and  of  course  be 
was  elected  provisional  President.  He  began  by  repealing  all  the  laws 
and  persecuting  decrees  of  the  conquered  party,  even  that  causing  the 
exile  of  Monagas ;  and  thus,  for  the  first  tiqje,  a  government  was  formed 
in  Venezuela  that  did  not  proscribe  the  conquered,  but  offered  them 
protection. 

The  federal  form  of  government  having  been  restored  to  the  republic 
in  1804,  (leneral  Falcon  was  elected  constitutional  President  of  the  Un  ion ; 
but,  .unfortunately,  he  did  not  assume  the  great  task  that  destiny  had 
allotted  him,  and,  faithless  to  the  same  priciples  he  proclaimed  during 
ihe  war  of  five  years — principles  which  had  become  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land  by  acts  of  the  national  convention — ^he  governed  in  a  manner 
so  contrary  to  those  principles  and  the  will  of  the  people  that  the  pub- 
lic turned  against  him,  and  a  large  party  took  up  arms  to  depose  the 
treacherous  ruler.  The  President,  believin  g  he  could  not  resist  the  impend- 
ing  revolution,  daily  increasing  in  force  to  drive  him  from  power,  resigned 
in  April  last,  and  appointed  a  regency  of  the  most  respectable  men  in 
the  federal  party.  This* regency  elected  General  Manuel  B.  Bruzual, 
minister  of  war  and  marine,  as  chief  executive,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  constitution.  He  began  his  administration  by  repeal ing  all  the  micon- 
stitutional  acts  of  President  Falcon,  and  published  a  message,  in  which 
he  promised  due  obedience  to  the  constitution,  and  did  all  he  could  to 
restore  peace  by  ordering  elections  for  this  year. 

The  leaders  of  the  revolution,  however,  not  fancying  the  result  of  an 
election,  determined  to  decide  the  question  by  a  resort  to  arms. 

The  oligarchs  and  personal  friends  of  Monagas,  having  joined  the  rev 
olutionists,  worked  upon  the  hate  of  the  liberals  for  Falcon,  and  thus 
succeeded  in  bringing  over  many  leaders  of  the  federal  party. 

The  new  government,  intent  upon  securing  peace  without  effusion  of 
blood,  neglected  assembling  forces  sufficient  to  oppose  the  revolutionists 
in  the  Central  States.  It  had  hardly  been  two  weeks  in  iwwer  when  it 
was  attacked  by  them,  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  chief  executive  repelled 
this  first  attack,  and  others,  up  to  the  ioth,  with  the  small  giirrison  of 
the  district,  which  he  commanded  in  person,  and,  hoping  to  bring  about 
a  reconciliation  by  peaceful  means,  managed  an  interWew  with  the  rev- 
olutionary leader,  and  the  contest  ended  with  a  treaty  the  next  day. 

The  leaders  of  the  different  revolutionary  bands  approved  of  this  treaty 
at  first ;  but  in  a  few  days  they  began  to  "prepare  for  war,  and  GenenU 
Monagas  was  proclaimed  chief,  though  he  wa«  at  that  time  far  from. 
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Caracas,  was  in  open  rebellion  against  the  national  government,  and  at 
the  head  of  the  militia  in  the  State  of  Barcelona- 
General  Bruzual,  still  resolved  on  peace,  instead  of  asking  quotas  from 
the  loyal  States  to  defend  the  general  government,  sent  a  commissioner  to 
Mouagas  to  ask  for  a  reconciliation.  This  only  hurried  his  march  upon 
the  federal  district.  This  man,  then  man'.hing  upon  Caracas,  had  under 
him  the  same  officers,  who,  ten  years  before,  had  condemned  him  as  an 
assassin  of  congress. 

At  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Auteniano  General  Mendoza  was  at  the 
head  of  the  rebel  forces  in  the  State  of  Boli\ia;  and  as  he  offered  to 
support  the  government,  he  was  made  President  of  the  State,  and  arms 
were  sent  him  for  his  troops.  With  new  forces  he  now  marchedf  against 
Monagas,  who  was  in va<iing  that  State.  But  he  soon  joined  Monagas,  and 
they  marched  together  upon  Caracas.  General  Bruzual  once  more 
attempted  cx)nciliatory  measures  and  on  the  20th  of  June,  had  a  parley 
with  the  rebel  chief  in  the  suburbs  of  the  capital.  At  that  interview  a 
reduction  of  the  federal  army  was  proposed,  and  its  concentration  within 
the  district,  till  an  election  could  be  held  in  all  the  States;  and  as  a 
corollary  of  this  proposal  there  was  to  be  an  armistice,  and  half  of  the 
new  cabinet  was  to  be  chosen  from  among  the  rebel  chiefs.  But  the 
rel)el  chief  rejected  all  these  proposals,  and  insisted  that  the  supreme 
power  should  be  surrendered  to  him;  that  his  policy  should  prevail,  and 
his  plans  of  reconstruction  be  carried  out.  On  hearing  this  outrageous 
proposal,  General  Bruzual  broke  up  the  conference  and  returned  to  the 
city,  resolved  to  defend  it  with  the  one  thousand  and  eighty-five  men  in 
•its  garrison.  The  city  was  attacked  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  after 
a  bmve  defense  of  seventy  hours  against  a  triple  force,  the  capital  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  with  two-thirds  of  its  defenders  dcjid  in 
the  streets.  Greneral  Bnizual  escaped  alone  to  La  Guayra,  where  he 
had  three  hundred  men,  and  went  with  them  to  Puerto  Cabello,  the 
strongest  fort  in  Venezuela.  On  the  27th  he  appointed  new  ministers, 
as  the  others*  were  captured,  and  proclaimed  Puerto  Cabello  the  federal 
district  and  capital.  The  government  and  loyal  States  yet  have  high 
hopes  of  being  able  to  drive  the  rebels  out  of  Canicas. 

The  riebels  hold  the  States  of  Nueva  Esjmrta,  Barcelona,  Bolivia, 
Aragiia,  Gu4rico,  part  of  Carabobo,  and  a  portion  of  the  States  of  Apure 
and  Coro. 

The  government  still  retains  iwssession  of  the  States  of  Zulia,  Merida, 
Tachira,  Tanjillo,  Zamora,  Yaracuy,  Portuguesa,  Barquisimeto,  Nueva 
Andalucia,  the  larger  part  of  Coro  and  Apure,  and  a  corner  of  Cara- 
bobo.   The  State  of  Guayana  has  declared  itself  neutral. 

The  consequo-nce  is,  that  a  rebel  party  is  attempting  to  destroy  the 
government,  and  the  struggle  will  depend  upon  the  means  the  govern- 
ment may  have*for  its  defense. 

In  such  a  situation  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  will  extend  us  a  friendly  hand,  to  aid  us  in 
suppressing  the  rebellion. 

A  favorable  answer  is  anxiously  expected. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

B.  BRUZUAL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfec,  <fec.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Mesa. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  24, 1868, 

The  undersigned,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  State>s,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communicatioii  which  wsw 
addressed  to  him  on  the  20th  of  July  last,  by  his  excellency  Migiiel 
Garcia  Mesa,  from  the  department  of  foreign  relations  at  Puerto 
Cabello.  In  that  communication  Seiior  Garcia  Mesa  informs  this  go\ 
emment  of  the  United  States  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  Venezuela  has  changed  the  federal  district  and  seat  of  administration 
from  the  city  of  Caracas  to  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello,  which  latter  tity 
is,  for  a  while,  constituted  the  capital  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela 
in  regard  to  their  constitution  and  federal  laws. 

Seuor  Garcia  Mesa  further  mentions  that  a  notice  of  the  same  effect 
had  already,  before  the  date  of  his  communication,  been  sent  to  the  sev- 
eral diplomatic  and  consular  agent-s  of  foreign  countries  residing  at  Ctf- 
acas,  who,  it  was  supposed,  would  communicate  the  same  to  the  govern- 
ments which  they  respectivelj'^  represent. 

Seiior  Garcia  Mesa  further  states  that  his  government  has  thought 
proper  to  send  the  present  communication  directly  to  the  undersigned, 
tor  the  reason  that  it  is  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  relations  of  i)eace  and 
friendship  by  which  the  United  States  of  America  are  connected  with 
the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  and  to  claim  the  fulfillment  of  the  exist 
ing  treaty  between  the  two  countries  for  the  purpose  of  preventing:, 
within  the  territory  or  dominion  of  either  party,  any  act  from  beinjj 
done  by  the  agents  of  either  party  which  would  have  for  its  object  to 
prepare  hostile  expeditions  or  to  acquire  materials  for  war  against  the 
other  party  in  the  treaty. 

Senor  Garcia  Mesa  declares  that  the  claim  thus  asserted  rests  on  the 
Ikct  that  the  government  which  is  now  established  at  Caracas  is  a  fac- 
tious and  unconstitutional  government,  and  that  that  unconstitutional 
government  has  sent  an  agent,  Jo86  A.  Velutini,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining, for  the  uses  of  the  revolution  headed  by  General  Jos^  Tadeo 
Monagas,  elements  of  w^arfare  of  all  kinds,  among  them  one  or  more  inon 
itors  or  iron-clads,  with  which  to  attack  the  vessels  and  forts  held  by  the 
constitutional  government  in  behalf  of  which  Senor  Garcia  Mesa  writer 
Sefior  Garcia  Mesa  further  states  that  his  government  (now  at  Puerto 
Cabello)  has  just  accredited  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  a 
diplomatic  agent,  for  the  special  puri)ose  of  counteracting  the  operation;* 
of  the  said  Commissioner  Velutini,  and  to  seek  in  that  respect  the  fulfill 
ment  of  the  obligations  existing  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  as  well  as  a  disavowal  of  the  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  agents  whom  the  revolutionary  party  now  at  Caracas 
pretends  to  appoint  and  establish.  Senor  Garcia  Mesa  further  states 
that  his  government  is  desirous  o{  anticipating  the  delays  which  the 
diplomatic  agent  alluded  to  may  incur  in  his  journey,  and  therefore  that 
government  hopes  that  this  government  will  without  delay  issue  all  the 
orders  necessar>^  to  prevent  the  Commissioner  Velutini  from  realizing 
the  armament  and  expedition  which  he  may  have  set  on  foot  against  the 
government  which  is  now  established  at  Puerto  Cabello.  Seiior  Miguel 
Garcia  Mesa  concludes  with  expressing  a  confident  expectation  that  hi> 
communication  will  suffice  to  put  a  stop  to  the  operations  which  Xhe  ene- 
mies of  the  government  established  at  Puerto  Cabello  may  intend  to 
carry  out  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  fflich 
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enemies  wiU  b^  prevented  and  punished,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty 
between  the  two  countries  and  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  Seiior  Garcia  Mesa 
that  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  legation  at  Caracas  has  already  communicated  to  his  govern- 
ment the  notice  which  was  transmitted  to  him  by  the  government  now 
established  at  Puerto  Cabello,  to  the  effect  that  that  government  had 
changed  the  federal  district  and  removed  the  seat  of  administration 
from  the  city  of  Caracas  to  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello.  Seiior  Garcia 
Mesa  is  further  informed  that  the  provisional  government  of  General 
Monagas,  now  established  at  Caracas,  has  given  notice  to  this'govem- 
ment  that  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  agents  to  the  United  States 
heretofore  appointed  by  the  government  of  Venezuela  have  been  dis- 
missed by  the  government  now  established  at  Caracas,  from  their  employ- 
ments. 

Seiior  Garcia  Mesa  is  further  informed  that  no  diplomatic  or  consular 
agent  appointed  by  either  the  government  at  Caracas  or  the  govern- 
ment now  established  at  Puerto  Cabello  has  yet  presented  himself  for 
recognition  at  this  capital.  Sefior  Garcia  Me^a  is  further  informed  that 
this  department  has  no  infomation  of  any  designs  or  purposes,  prosecuted 
or  entertained  by  any  party,  foreign  or  domestic,  now  in  this  country, 
to  violate  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
republic  of  Venezuela. 

The  communication  of  Senor  Miguel  Garcia  Mesa  will  be  filed  in  the 
archives  of  this  department  for  such  reference  as  occasion  shall  here- 
after require. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  deplores  the  calamity  of  civil 
war  which  has  overtaken  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  and  is  desirous  to 
lend  its  good  offices,  in  any  practical  way,  to  contribute  to  a  restoration 
of  internal  peace,  good  order,  and  effective  republic  government  in  the 
United  States  of  Venezuela. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  tender  to  Senor 
Garcia  Mesa  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Miguel  Garcia  Mesa, 

At  the  Department  of  Foreign  Relations^  Puerto  Cabello. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Ribas. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  25,  1868. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  just 
now  come  to  the  knowledge  of  a  n^  which  was  addressed  to  him  by 
Senor  Florencio  Ribas,  charge  d'affaires  for  Venezuela,  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust. In  that  note  Senor  Ribas  assumes  that  it  is  already  known  to  the 
undersigned  that  the  federal  district  and  capital  of  Venezuela  have  been 
occupied  by  a  revolutionary  party,  and  that  a  new  provisional  and  mili- 
tary government  has  been  established  at  Caracas  for  the  republic  of 
Venezuela,  under  a  decree  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  successful  army. 

Senor  Ribas  further  assumes  that  it  is  known  to  this  government  that 
the  constitutional  government  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  has 
removed  itself  to  the  city  of  Puerto  Cabello,^where  it  continues  to  exercise 
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its  auth(trity.  Standing  upon  these  assumptions,  Senor  Hibas  inquires 
of  the  undersigned  what  will  be  the  conduct  and  policy  of  this  govern- 
ment upon  the  state  of  things  thus  described  in  Venezuela. 

In  reply  to  the  note  thus  recited  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  Seiior  Ribas,  that  the  legation  of  the  Unite4 
States  for  Venezuela  remains  at  Caracas,  which  is  understood  to  have  been 
the  constitutional  capital  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela.  That  the 
legation  is  authorized  to  hold  such  communication  with  the  new  pro- 
visional government  established  at  Caracas  as  will  be  essential  to  save 
and  protect  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  their  citizens.  This 
government  nevertheless  receives  for  ulterior  consideration  the  question 
of  the  formal  recognition  of  the  pro\isional  government  now  existing 
at  Caracas,  or  such  other  government  there  or  elsewhere  as  may  claim 
such  recognition. 

Senor  Kibas  is  further  infomed  that  the  provisional  government  which 
is  thus  established  at  Caracas  has  given  ofhcial  notice  to  his  government 
that  the  jMJwers  of  his  excellency  Bias  Bruzual  as  minister,  and  also  those 
of  Senor  Ribas  as  secretary  of  legation  for  the  United  States  of  Venezuela 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  provisional 
government  at  Caracas;  and  so  the  provisional  government  at  Oaracas 
claims  that  the  powers  of  Seiior  Bias  Bruzual  and  Senor  Ribas  have  al- 
together ceased.  Senor  Ribas  is  further  informed  that  this  dei)artment 
has  reeeived  notice  froni  Senor  Miguel  Garcia  Mesa,  who  writes  in  the 
capacity  of  minister  for  foreign  relations  for  the  republic  of  Venezuela, 
that  the  constitutional  government  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela 
has  been  removed  from  Caracas,  and  that  it  is  now  established  in  Puerto 
Cabello,  under  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  General  Bruzual,  mil- 
itary chief  of  the  so-called  constitutional  forces  at  Puerto  Cabello.  In 
the  notice  thus  reviewed,  that  minister  protests  against  and  denounces 
the  provisional  government  which  is  esttiblished  at  Caracas  as  factions, 
and  unconstitutional  and  altogether  void. 

The  receipt  of  the  last  mentioned  communication  has  been  duly 
acknowledged  by  this  government,  on  the  24th  instant,  to  the  writer 
thereof. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to  Mr.  Ribas 
a  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seiior  Florencio  Ribas,  cfcc,  ct-c,  dkc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Seiior  Bruzual. 

Depart^eent  of  State, 

\Ya4ihingtorn^  August  27, 1868. 
The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  ha«  the  honor  to  say  for 
the  information  of  Mr.  Bruzual  what  follows:  This  government  has 
been  oiticially  informed  that  an  armed  revolution  recently  broke  out  in 
the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  which  has  been  attended  by  the  inci- 
dents following,  namely :  That  the  President  of  the  United*^  States  of 
Venezuela,  Mr.  Falcon,  has  abdicated  or  resigned  the  office  of  President 
and  has  taken  refuge  at  Ciiracoa,  after  having  first  appointed  a  regency; 
that  this  regency  then  called  Manuel  E.  Bruzual,  who  had  been  jninister 
of  war  and  marine,  to  exercise  the  chief  executive  power  of  the  repnbhc 
at  Caracas,  the  national  capital;  that  afterward  the  government  of  Mr. 
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Bnizaal  was  overthrown  at  Caracas,  and  that  a  provisional  government 
under  the  direction  of  General  Monagas  was  established  at  that  place; 
and  that  General  Broznal,  having  made  his  escape  from  that  city  by 
flight,  has  afterwards  effected  a  satisfactory  reorganization  of  the  same 
«t  Puerto  Cabello. 

It  thus  appears  there  are  two  distinct  governments  existing  de  facto 
in  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  each  of  wluch  claims  supreme  authority 
over  all  the  territory  of  that  republic.  These  two  governments  are 
engaged  in  civil  war,  and  the  nation  is  divided  between  them.  Each 
claims  to  represent  the  republic  of  Venezuela  in  international  transac- 
tions with  the  United  States  and  other  foreign  powers.  The  provisional 
government  at  Caracas  has  given  notice  to  the  United  States  that  Mr. 
Bias  Bruzual,  and  all  other  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States  of 
Venezuela,  have  been  displaced  and  deprived  of  their  frinctions  by  the 
government  now  established  at  Caracas. 

The  provisional  government  which  is  established  at  Puerto  Cabello 
has  given  notice  that  it  has  established  a  blockade  of  the  Port  La 
Guayra,  and  of  a  large  portion  of  the  adjacent  sea-coast.  The  provis- 
'ional  government  at  Caracas  has  denounced  that  blockade  as  illegal  and 
unconstitutional,  and  has  issued  a  decree  for  the  opening  of  the  ports  of 
the  republic  to  foreign  trade.  The  note  which  Mr.  Bias  Bruzual  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  24th  of  August,  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  political  situation  of  Venezuela,  has  been  received,  read,  and  filed 
among  the  archives  of  this  department.  The  undersigned  has  also  given 
audience  to  Mr.  Bias  Bruzual  personally  upon  the  subjects  discussed  in 
that  paper. 

Mr.  Bias  Bruzual,  however,  is  expected  to  understand  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  extending  to  him  this  respectful  attention, 
does  not  in  any  way  commit  itself  upon  the  question  which  of  the  two 
contending  governments  in  Venezuela,  if  either,  represents  the  true  and 
sovereign  authority  of  that  republic.  In  the  mean  time  the  United  States 
will  not  decline  to  receive  information  from  any  agents  of  those  govern- 
ments, while  the  United  States  will  expect  of  each,  that,  so  far  as  the 
authority  which  it  exercises  is  concerned,  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
and  of  their  citizens  will  be  duly  observed  and  respected.  It  only 
remains  for  the  undersigned  to  observe  that  this  government  will  await 
such  solution  of  the  political  problem  thus  offered  as  must  in  due  time  take 
place  in  Venezuela,  with  the  final  sanction  of  the  people  of  that  republic. 
It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  add  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  deeply  deplores  the  civil  war  which  has  created  the  necessity  for 
these  explanations. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Bru- 
zual the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Blas  Bruzual,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 

63  D  c— VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Asboth  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Repxiblic  of  Uruguay^  October  15, 1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receii)t  of  dispatch  Ko.  1,  of 
April  11th  ultimo,  from  your  department  to  this  legation,  informing  me 
that  the  Senate  had  been  pleased  to  confirm  my  nomination  as  minister 
resident  to  Uruguay,  and  inclosing  my  printed  personal  ihstructious:  a 
sealed  letter  of  credentials,  with  an  office  copy  of  the  same ;  a  circiJar 
letter  on  the  duties  of  keeping  up  the  records  of  the  legation  j  and  ali*t 
of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Before  proceeding  to  acquaint  you  with  my  action  in  consequence  of  this 
dispatch,  permit  me  to  express  my  high  sense  of  the  further  favor  thus 
manifested  to  me.  It  was  an  honor  which  I  felt  deeply  when,  although 
only  an  adopted  son  of  the  great  republic,  I  was  commissioned  to  repre 
sent  it  abroad  near  the  government  of  the  Argentine  Republic. 

The  additional  trust  now  committed  to  me  inspires  feelings  of  profound 
gratitude,  which  I  hope  to  be  spared  to  evince  by  the  zealous  attention 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  for  which  the  department  so  kindly 
gives  me  credit. 

At  the  moment  of  receiving  your  dispatch  B"o.  1,  there  was  such  an 
abatement  of  the  sickness  which  has  so  long  prostrated  me  as  to  affwd 
hope  that  in  a  short  time  I  might  be  able,  in  conformity  with  my  insnic 
tions,  to  proceed  to  Montevideo. 

Finding,  however,  that  I  was  unable  to  travel,  on  the  6th  Septemher, 
ultimo,  I  opened  communication  by  letter  with  Seiior  Don  Alberto  Flan- 
gini,  the  Uruguay  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  which  resulted  in  the  re(vi>- 
tion  of  my  credentials  by  the  provisional  governor  of  that  republic;  tb** 
address  of  a  letter  by  him  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  th<? 
issue  of  a  decree,  under  date  of  October  2d,  ultimo,  recognizing  me  in 
the  character  of  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  to  Uruguay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  marked  A,  the  above-mentionfti 
sejiled  letter  of  the  provisional  governor  of  Uruguay  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  annex  a  full  copy  of  my  correspondence  ^tb 
Senor  Flan  gini,  of  my  address  to  the  provisional  governor,  and  of  hi< 
decree  above  alluded  to,  viz : 

[Confidential  J 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  the  Uxtfed  States, 

Buenos  Jyres^  ikptembfr  6,  l!?67. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  excellency  that  the  Pre«ideut  of  the  VultrA 
States  of  America  waS^pleased  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  rnlvice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  haa  appomted  me  to  be  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  Americi 
to  the  republic  of  Uruguay,  in  addition  to  my  present  mission  here. 

Fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  hij^h  trust  confided  to  me  by  my  jjoTemmfnt, 
and  convinced  of  the  mutual  benefits  that  will  accinie  to  both  republics  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  more  close  and  ft-iendly  relations  between  them,  nothing  would  havegivro 
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me  j^reater  gratification  than,  on  the  receipt  of  my  commission,  to  have  proceedeil  at 
once  to  Montevideo,  the  capital  of  the  republic,  there  to  ascertain,  through  your  kind 
oflSces,  the  pleasure  of  his  excellency  the  provisional  governor.  General  Venancio  Flores, 
as  to  the  presentation  of  the  letter  accrediting  me  in  my  new  official  capacity. 

A  long  protracted  illness  has,  however,  confined  me  for  several  months  to  a  sick  bed ; 
and,  as  I  am  still  unable  to  leave  my  room,  I  venture  herewith,  confidentially,  to  request 
that  your  excellency  may  l>e  i)lea8ed  to  inform  me  whether,  under  these  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, which  render  imi>ossible  at  present  my  having  the  honor  to  deliver  my  cre- 
dentials personally  into  the  hands  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  his  excellency 
General  Flores  would  consent  to  a  deviation  from  the  established  rule,  and  permit  me 
to  present  them  through  your  excellency  by  an  official  letter. 

I  beg  to  inclose  a  certified,  copy  of  these  my  credentials,  and  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  distinguished,  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  ser  vant, 

A.  ASBOTH. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Don  Alberto  Flanoini, 

MinUter/or  Foreign  Jffair$,  Montevideo, 


[Confldential.— Traoilation.  J 

Office  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

MontevideOf  September  13,  1867. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  confidential  not«, 
dated  the  6th  instant.  No.  1,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  that  his 
excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  thought  proper  to  appoint 
you  his  minister  resident  near  my  government,  manifesting  at  the  same  time  the  mate- 
rial impossibility  in  which  you  find  yourself  of  delivering  personally  the  letter  accre«l- 
iting  you  in  the  above-mentioned  character,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  by  your  excel- 
lency. 

Having  brought  this  communication  to  the  knowledge  of  his  excellency  the  pro- 
visional governor  of  the  republic.  Brigadier  General  Don  Venancio  Flores,  he  has  desireil 
me  to  say  to  vour  excellency,  in  reply,  that  the  Oriental  government,  being  anxious  to  cul- 
tivate, in  all  sincerity,  and  to  bind  closer  the  relations  of  friendship  which  happily  exist 
between  the  two  republics,  views  with  the  highest  gratification  your  excellency's 
appointment  as  the  worthy  representative  of  the  great  Sorth  American  republic  in  the 
Chieutal  Republic. 

I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  satisfaction  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  motives  given  in  the  note  to  which  I  am  now  replying,  with  regard  to 
the  delivery  of  the  credentials,  although,  as  your  excellency  states,  the  form  pro^wsed 
by  you  is  a  deviation  from  the  established  rule,  nevertheless,  the  Oriental  government, 
out  of  deference  to  your  excellency,  consents  that  the  credentials  alluded  to  should  be 
remitted  to  this  office  to  be  duly  recognized. 

With  this,  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  grateful  consideration  and  distinguished  regard. 

ALBERTO  FLANGINI. 

His  Excellency  Don  Alex.\ndro  Asboth, 

Minister  Keaident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Buenos  Ayres. 


No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  Ayres,  September  15,  1867. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  communica- 
tion on  the  13th  instant,  in  which  you  reply  to  my  confidential  note  of  the  6th  instant. 
Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  state  that  tne  Oriental  government,  in  kind  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  which  render  my  removal  from  my  sick  room  at  present  impossi- 
ble, is  willing  to  deviate  from  the  existing  general  rule  and  sanction  the  presentation 
of  my  credentials,  accrediting  me  as  United  States  minister  resident  in  the  Oriental 
Republic  of  Uruguay,  through  your  excellency's  good  offices,  by  an  official  letter. 

I  have,  in  consequence,  the  honor  to  forwaitl  herewith  a  sealed  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America  to  his  excellency  the  provisional  governor  of  the 
Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay  accrediting  me  to  its  government,  as  well  as  an  address 
from  myseli  to  his  excellency  Brigadier  General  Don  Venancio  Flores,  both  of  which  I 
would  request  your  excellency  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  his  excellency  the  chief  mag- 
istrate of  the  republic  for  official  consideration. 

And  while  acknowledging  my  high  sense  of  the  personal  obligation  implied  in  the 
readiness  with  which  the  Oriental  government  has  acceded  to  my  request,  I  have  mf^re 
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particularly  to  beg  that  your  excellency  will  accept  my  special  and  most  sincere  tbanbi, 
and  will  also  allow  ine  to  assure  you  again  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant. 

A.ASBOTH. 
His  Excellency  Sellor  Don  Albebto  Flangini, 

MinUterfar  Foreign  Affairs,  Montevideo. 


Legation  of  the  United  States  or  America, 

Bueno8  Ayres,  Sepiembet  17,  1867. 

Addresn  of  General  A,  Asholhj  in  presenting  his  eredentiah  as  minister  of  the  Vniied  States  of 
America  near  the  government  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Urugnayy  to  his  ercellency  Briga- 
dier  General  Don  Veenancio  Flores,  chief  magistrate  of  the  Oriental  ttepubiic. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  to  your  excellency  my  credentials 
as  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  so  doing  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  excellency  that,  fully  sensible  of  the  honor  that  has  devolved  upon  me  of 
inaugurating,  for  the  first  time,  official  diplomatic  relations  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Oriental  Republic  or  Uruguay,  it  will  not  only  be  my  duty  but 
my  highest  pleasure  to  uphold  and  foster,  both  officially  and  i)er8onally,  in  a  spirit  oi 
true  friendship  and  harmony,  those  relations  which,  I  sincerely  trust,  may  lastingly  be 
productive  of  mutual  benefits  to  the  two  sister  republics. 

Your  excellency  will  therefore  permit  me,  in  thus  placing  in  your  hands  my  letter  <rf 
credence  from  the  President  of  the  Unitetl  States  of  America  to  assure  your  excellency 
that  the  sentiments  therein  expressed  will  always  find  in  me  a  faithful  exponent.  And 
I  beg  to  add  my  heartfelt  desire  and  earnest  hope,  that  the  day  may  soon  arrive  in 
which  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uru^ay,  crowned  with  a  profound,  substantial,  and 
lasting  peace,  shall  be  free  to  pursue  its  noble  career  of  pro^ss  and  humanitr,  and, 
by  faithfiiUy  advancing  the  interests  of  republican  institutions,  steadily  develop  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  its  people. 

May  Almighty  uod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years  in  His  safe  and  holy  keeping. 


[TranslatioiL] 

Office  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Montevideo,  October  2, 1867. 

Mr.  Minister:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note,  dated  17th 
ultimo,  inclosing  the  letters  of  credence  accrediting  you  in  the  character  of  minister 
resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this  republic,  as  well  as  your  excellency^ 
address  on  your  reception. 

These  documents  nave  been  laid  before  the  provisional  governor.  He  has  charged 
me  to  thank  your  excellency,  in  his  name,  for  the  t«rms  in  which  your  address  is  ci«i- 
ceived ;  assuring  you,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  feels  the  highest  satisfaction  in  culti- 
vating and  strengthening  through  your  excellency  the  sincere  and  cordial  lelations 
which  must  always  subsist  between  both  republics. 

I  hereby  inclose  to  your  excellency  a  certified  copy  of  the  decree  issued  this  day  by 
his  excellency  the  provisional  governor,  recognizing  your* excellency  in  the  above  men- 
tioned character,  and  I  beg  at  the  same  time  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  forward  to  its 
address  the  letter  which,  with  the  customary  copy,- 1  remit  to  your  excellency  for  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Having  thus  fulfilled  the  order  of  his  excellency  the  provisional  governor,  I  avafl 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  higheH 
consideration  and  regard. 

ALBERTO  FLANGINL 

His  Excellency  Don  Alesandro  Asboth, 

Minister  resident  of  the  Unif^  States  of  America,  Buenos  Ayres. 


Certified  copy  of  the  decree  recognizing  General  A,  Asboth,  in  (he  above  matiioned 
as  minister  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioato  the  rtpubUc  of  Uruguay, 

[TransUtioD.] 

Office  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Montevideo,  October  S,  18G7. 
decree* 

The  provisional  governor  of  the  republic  decrees: 

Article  1.  J)on.  Alesandro  Asboth  is  hereby  recognized  in  the  diAraot^  of  ministor 
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resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  accordance  with  the  credential  letters  he 
has  presented. 

Art.  2.  Don  Alesandro  Ashoth  is,  moreover,  declared  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  preroga- 
tives and  exemptions  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  public  right. 

Art.  3.  Let  this  be  communicated,  published,  and  inserted  in  the  corresponding 
register. 

FLORES. 

ALBERTO  FLANGINL 

Under  date  of  October  13th,  ultimo,  I  addressed  a  further  note.  No.  3, 
to  Senor  Flangini,  acknowledging  the  courteous  manner  in  which  my 
credentials  had  l>een  received  by  the  provisional  governor  of  Uruguay, 
announcing  my  formal  entry  on  the  duties  of  minister  resident  of  the 
United  States  to  that  republic,  and  informing  him  of  the  reply  of  the 
President  to  the  letter  of  the  provisional  governor  declining,  on  the  part 
of  Uruguay,  the  mediation  proffered  by  the  United  States  in  the  war 
between  the  allies  and  Paraguay.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  said 
note: 

No.  3.]  Legation  of  the  UxrrEn  States, 

Bueno9  Ayres,  October  13,  1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  favor  of  the 
2d  instant,  in  reply  to  my  official  request  marked  No.  2,  and  dated  Se)>tember  15tb, 
relative  to  euhniitting  my  credentials  as  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  and  mj'  own  mldress  to  his  exceUency 
Brigadier  General  Don  Venancio  Flores,  chief  magistrate  of  that  republic,  for  his 
official  consideration. 

In  this  communication  your  excellency  was  good  enough  to  imform  me  of  the  kind 
manner  in  which  his  excellency  the  provisional  governor  of  the  Oriental  Republic  had 
been  pleased  to  receive  those  official  documents,  and  the  assurance  of  the  high  satisfac- 
tion which  his  excellency  feels  in  cultivating  and  strengthening  the  most  sincere  and 
cordial  relations  between  the  two  sister  republics. 

At  the  same  time  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  inclose  a  certified  copy  of  the  decree 
isBued  on  the  2d  instant  by  his  excellency  Brigadier  General  Don  Venancio  Flores, 
recognizing  me  in  the  above-mentioned  character  of  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  America  near  his  government,  together  with  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the 
provisional  governor  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Having  thus  been  duly  installed  through  your  excellency's  kind  offices  in  my  diplo- 
matic mission  near  the  government  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  I  have  the 
honor  hereby  to  enter  formally  upon  the  duties  connected  with  this  my  new  office. 

In  doing  so,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  been  officially  advise<l 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America  that  he  has  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  your  excellency  a  communication,  in  which,  while  your  excellency  in 
the  name  of  the  Oriental  Republic  declines  the  good  offices  proffered  by  the  United 
States  for  the  restoration  of  peace  in  the  countries  of  the  La  Plata,  your  excellency 
expresses  at  Hie  same  time  a  high  appreciation  of  those  good  offices,  and  assigns  the 
reasons  for  the  course  which  the  Oriental  Republic  feels  itself  bound  to  pursue. 

I  am  further  instructed  b.t  the  Secretary  of  State  to  mention  that  your  excellency's 
communication  has  been  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  while 
the  President  regrets  the  failure  of  his  efforts  to  secure  the  restoration  of  peace,  he 
hope«  at  the  same  time  that  that  consummation  may  be  speedily  reache<l  in  some  man- 
ner which  will  be  honorable  and  satisfactory  to  the  respective  belligerents,  and  that  he 
will  hold  himself  at  all  times  ready  to  contribute  to  that  end  in  any  way  whicli  shall 
seem  likely  to  be  agreeable  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  at  the  same  time  effective. 

Ha\'ing  thus  fulfilled  the  orders  of  my  government,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  and  regard 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellencj(^s  obedient  servant, 

A.  ASBOTH. 

Sefior  Don  Alberto  Flaxgini, 

MinUter  of  Foreign  Affair%y  Montitideo, 

I  venture,  in  conclusion,  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  personally,  the  tribute  of 
my  warm  and  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  renewed  confidence 
reposed  in  me ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

A.  ASBOTH. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

K^o.  109.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtouj  December  28, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  dat-e  addresvsed  to  rae  by  Mr. 
James  A.  Scrymser,  a  director  of  the  lutemational  Oc^an  Telegrraph 
Company,  reijuestinff  that  you  may  be  instructed  to  aid  Mr.  Charles 
Kel)ello,  an  aj;ent  of  that  company,  in  obtaining  from  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  the  privilege  of  lauding  their  cable 
on  the  shores  of  that  republic.  As  the  interests  of  the  government  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are  materially  concerue<l  in  securing,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  reliable  telegraphic  communication  with  that  repub- 
lic, the  application  of  the  company  is  commended  to  your  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JI.  SEWARD. 

Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  rf-c,  <fec.,  ttc. 


Mr,  Saymser  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28, 1866. 
Sir  :  The  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company,  chartered  under  the  lawa  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  having  obtained  troni  the  lepislatur©  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and 
from  the  C'onjpe^s  of  the  United  Statee,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  landing  telegraphic 
cables  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  from  the  government  of  Spain  the  exclnsiTe  privi- 
lege of  lan<liug  such  cables  on  the  shores  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  is  now  desircnis  of 
obtaining  from  the  goveminont  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  the  privilege  of  land- 
ing such  cabU^s  u^>on  the  shores  of  that  republic ;  and  on  behalf  of  the  preMdent  and 
tUrectors  of  the  company,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  re<|ue8t  that  you  will  inform  our 
minister  at  Bogota  that  Mr.  Charles  Rebello,  agent  of  the  company  for  that  purposr, 
will  present  to  the  congress  of  the  Uuite<l  States  of  Colombia,  at  its  next  seesion,  the 
]ietitionof  the  company  praying  for  a  grant  of  permission  to  land  telegraphic  cables  oa 
that  co}ist,  and  to  instruct  him  to  give  such  sldvice  and  assistance  to  Mr.  Kebello  as 
may  be  in  his  jwwer  towards  eftectiug  the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprise  in  view. 
The  company  desire  very  much  to  present  their  petition  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  at  its  next  meeting,  which  takes  place  at  an  early  day,  and  thrv 
would  l>e  miu-h  pleased  if  Mr.  Seward  would  do  them  the  favor  to  give  the  advice  and 
instruction  to  our  minister  at  Bogota  herein  aske<l  for  at  as  early  a  jieriod  as  may  be 
convenient  to  him ;  the  mail  for  Bogota  from  New  York  closing  on  Monday,  3l8t  instant, 
at  9  a.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SCmTdSER, 
Director  IntemationeU  Ocean  Telegraph  Compamf, 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Baranquillaj  May  24, 1867. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  7th 
instant,  by  the  most  expeditious  route  from  New  York,  and  would  have 
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proceeded  by  the  first  conveyance  on  my  mission  to  Bogota  had  not  all 
communication  between  here  and  there  been  cut  off  by  the  calamities  of 
the  fratricidal  war  which  prevails  to  an  alarming  extent  in  this  once  beau- 
tiful and  happy,  but  now  blighted,  country. 

On  the  day  of  my  arrival  here,  General  Rudecindo  Lopez,  the  secre- 
tary of  war  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  was  peremptorily  refused 
permission  either  to  pass  into  or  through  the  State  of  Magdalena,  by  an 
armed  force  under  command  of  the  President  (General  liiasco)  of  that 
State.  General  Loi>ez  then  ordered  the  federal  troops  stationed  at  Santa 
Martha  to  meet  him  as  soon  as  possible  at  Carthagena,  and  on  the  ITtli 
instant  he  arrived  here  with  about  four  hundred  troops,  where  he  still 
remains,  totally  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  Bogota  by  General 
Biaj^o,  who  has  proclaimed  himself  President  of  the  United*  States  of 
Colombia. 

General  Lopez  has  imprisoned  Senor  Onofre  Yeugoechea,  a  wealthy 
and  re8i)ectable  native  of  this  place,  for  having  disabled  and  refused  to 
refit  a  ste^imboat  which  General  Lopez  required  to  enable  him  to  pursue 
General  Riasco,  who  is  said  to  be  stationed  about  two  hundred  miles 
above  this  place,  on  the  most  commanding  point  of  the  Magdalena 
River. 

Inclosure  No.  4  shows  that  on  the  18th  instant  General  Ijopez  had 
blockaded  the  port  of  Sauta  Martha  with  the  old  and  almost  useless 
steamer  Colombia.    This  act  is  considered  here  as  a  farce. 

On  the  20th  he  caused  the  people  of  Baranquilla,  a  city  of  about 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  to  be  assessed  in  the  sum  of  $4,G00  for 
the  support  of  his  troops;  and  of  this  sum  the  foreigners  had  to  pay 
$3,000.  He  will  require  a  larger  sum  in  a  few  days.  He  is  conscript- 
ing all  native  men  he  can  find  here  to  fill  up  his  army.  The  i>eople  are 
becoming  panic-stricken,  and  are  concealing  themselves  from  the  draft. 
And  now  comes  the  great  event: 

On  the  29th  of  April  last.  General  Mosquera,  the  duly  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Suites  of  Colombia,  had  forcibly  dissolved  congress; 
imprisoned  the  governor  of  Bogota,  and  others;  decreed  the  whole 
country  in  a  state  of  revolution ;  and  thus  bid  defiance  to  his  enemies, 
who,  it  seems,  were  resolving  to  imi)each  and  destroy  him,  as  will  appear 
from  his  decree  and  messages,  published  in  his  official  pai)er  of  the  30th 
of  April  and  1st  of  May.  He  is  reported  to  have  about  three  thousand 
troops  under  his  command  at  Bogota,  and  to  be  in  no  better  situation 
there  than  his  secretary  is  in  here. 

General  Mosquera,  though  seventy  years  old,  is  still  possessed  of  great 
energy,  insatiable  ambition  and  love  of  power.  He  is  one  of  the  ablest 
men  this  country  has  produced,  and  is  feared  by  all.  He  has  served  as 
an  oflBcer  of  great  merit  in  the  army  of  Bolivar,  whose  sad  and  ciiiel  fate 
seems  to  await  the  new  dictator. 

Bolivar  died  amid  squalid  misery,  receiving  his  last  scanty  subsistence, 
in  a  lonely  hut  a  few  miles  back  of  Santa  Martha,  from  the  hands  of  a 
pitying  stranger. 

The  State  of  Santioguia,  the  most  powerful,  wealthy,  and  best  gov- 
erned of  all  these  nine  States,  has  sent  a  well-api>ointed  army  of  five 
thousand  men  to  crush  General  Mosquera  in  his  stronghold  at  Bogota. 

The  State  of  Santander,  another  powerful  State,  is  organizing  a  similar 
force  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  State  of  Panama,  isolated  by  sea  and  long  distance  from  the  other 
States,  will,  at  the  proper  time,  inevitably  seek  to  throw  off  the  confed- 
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erate  yoke,  and  set  up  for  herself  an  independent  government  conform- 
able  to  her  long-cherished  wishes  and  friendly  to  ours. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C 


[Truuktion.] 

Decree  for  public  ordery  i$9U€d  by  T,  C,  De  Mo9queray  grand  general  and  Prmidemi  of  tin 

United  States  of  Colombia, 

Considering,  first,  that  tlie  house  of  representatives  in  secret  session  has  adopted  a 
series  of  resolutions  hostile  to  the  cause  of  the  republic,  and  which,  if  carried  out,  vill 
certainly  endanger  the  national  sovereignty;  second,  that  the  executive  power  cannot 
consent  to  this  crime  of  high  treason,  committed  by  an  allied  majority  of  illegal  depntit^ 
leagued  together  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  14th  of  March  lajst,  altmm^ih 
opposed  in  their  parricidal  measures  by  the  liberals  of  said  house,  now  subjected  aud 
oppressed  by  said  coalition ;  thinl,  that  the  executive  power  has  information  that  oaid 
coalition  has  determined  to  continue  the  scission  of  congress,  which  wiU  expire  to-mor- 
row in  accordance  with  the  constitution ;  it  is  decreed : 

Article  1.  The  republic  is  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  war,  in  conformity  with  article 
ninety-one  of  the  national  constitution. 

Akt.  2.  The  session  of  congress  is  closed  for  this  year. 

Done  in  Bogota,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1867. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA 

Jos£  Maria  Rojas, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 

Vicente  G.  dk  PiSeres, 

Secretary  of  War  and  Marine, 

AlEJO  MoitALES, 

Secretary  of  Finance  and  Industry, 
Froulan  Laoarcha, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  National  Credit, 


[Translation.] 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  Union  to  the  presidents  and  governors  of  the  States. 

I  send  you  the  decree  of  public  order,  issued  on  the  29th,  declaring  the  repubhf  to 
be  in  a  state  of  war,  according  to  the  ninety -first  article  of  the  national  coustitutioL, 
and  the  session  of  congress  closed  for  the  present  year. 

Events  of  which  you  have  official  notice,  and  the  preamble  of  the  decree,  exiilaintbr 
motives  for  its  issue. 

The  desire  of  the  general  government,  under  these  circumstances,  is  to  keep  peace  it 
all  hazanl,  and  this  ought  to  be  the  w^ish  of  all  good  citizens. 

I  hasten,  therefore,  to  inform  yon  that  what  has  taken  place  will  not  affect  the  inter- 
nal government  of  your  State,  and  that  the  national  executive  power  will  keep  the  peser 
with  each  one  of  the  States,  and  see  that  no  cause  of  discontent  arises. 

As  order  wsis  disturbed  by  the  majority  of  the  coalition  in  congress,  it  was  fonwl 
necessary  to  declare  the  republic  in  a  state  of  war ;  but  this  declaration  doe«  not  aff«^t 
the  States,  under  their  constitutions  and  local  laws. 

One  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  federal  systeiq  which  we  have  adopted  is  tbc 
power  to  save  the  country  from  a  miyority  tending  to  misrule,  not  representing  th** 
people  in  congress,  and  wishing  to  plunge  into  civil  war,  as  would  happen  in  lik«*c»*'< 
under  a  centnil  rule.  Your  State,  therefore,  will  not  consoler  il^df  attackM  by  fbr 
general  government,  but  will  continue  its  ailministration  in  accordance  to  the  cou<n- 
tution  and  laws  of  the  republic.  To  put  an  end  to  the  present  condition  of  tbingi(w  I 
recommend  you  to  call  together  the  legislative  assembly,  state  to  it  what  has  occum*!: 
let  it  pass  resolutions  to  confirm  order,  and  then  elect  senators  and  representative*  toi 
new  congress,  to  be  assembled  by  order  of  the  executive  power  of  the  Union,  to  rector*- 
the  former  condition  of  the  republic  which  has  been  disturbed  by  the  recent  evrDi* 
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mentioned,  to  gyve  strength  to  the  federal  institntionB,  and  to  order  an  election  of  a 
president  tor  the  next  constitutional  term. 

Acting  with  judgment,  as  it  is  hoped  your  State  will,  recent  events  will  turn  to  the 
neople^s  benefit,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  frequent  changes  in  administrations,  caused 
by  the  spirit  of  disorder  and  continual  anarchy  that  never  ceases  to  threaten  the  exist- 
ence of  the  republic. 

If,  unfortunately,  some  of  the  States  do  not  comprehend  the  views  of  the  general 
government,  and  evil  passions  excite  to  hostility,  those  States  may  rely  upon  alTlovers 
of  order  and  civilization  to  put  down  any  rebellion,  however  great  it  may  be,  and  the 
insurgents  may  expect  the  severest  retribution,  for  tne  time  has  come  when  peace,  order, 
liberty,  and  progress  must  be  established  on  indestructible  bases,  at  every  sacrifice. 

The  executive  power  has  asked  congress  to  pass  a  law  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Roman  pontiff,  chief  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  settle  the  church  question,  which 
has  so  long  disturbed  the  consciences  of  true  believers.  Such  a  law  was  passed  on  the 
29th  instant,  and  the  executive  power  will  instantly  order  its  execution,  so  that  the 
people  and  ministers  of  the  Catholic  faith  may  rest  assured  that  their  spiritual  interest 
will  be  properly  cared  for. 

The  government  of  the  Union  was  pained  on  seeing  itself  obliged  to  issue  the  decree 
of  the  29th ;  but  the  nation  knows  it  is  not  his  fault,  and  that  he  did  it  under  the  pres- 
sure of  inevitable  circumstances. 

The  fact  that  it  was  issued  in  accordance  with  the  ninety-first  article  of  the  national 
constitution,  does  not  mean  that  it  is  an  attack  upon  peaceful  persons,  who  support  the 
government,  and  contend  for  the  salvation  of  the  republic. 

The  city  of  Bogota  has  been  formed  into  a  federal  district  by  the  vote  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  Cundinamarea,  to  the  great  gratification  of  its  inhabitants,  with  the 
approval  of  Dr.  Jesus  Jimenes,  president  of  the  State,  who  was  appointed  by  the  leg- 
islature to  govern  the  district. 

Public  coufidence,  so  agitated  during  the  session  of  the  last  congress,  has  been 
restored,  and  everthing  now  promises  peace,  order,  hberty,  security  and  progress. 

Your  government  wul  be  duly  informed  of  every  event  of  importance  that  may  take 
place. 

Bogota,  April  30, 1867. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUEKA. 

J.  M.  BojAs  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Belationt. 

Vicente  6.  de  PiSJeres, 

Secretary  of  War  and  Marine, 

Fboilan  Lagakcha, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  2iational  Credit. 

Alejo  Morales, 

Secretary  of  Finance  and  Industry. 


[TnuialAtlon.] 

Address  of  T.  C.  de  Moequera,  Grand  (General  and  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ck>Umhia 

to  the  inhabitants. 

Peace  was  restored  on  the  16th  of  March,  by  an  agreement  between  the  executive 
power  and  the  dissenting  party  in  congress,  and  the  nation  is  pleased  to  learn  that 
citizens  who  once  differed  in  political  opinions  are  now  reconciled. 

Civil  war  has  broken  out  in  the  State  of  Magdalena,  in  spite  of  all  I  did  to  prevent 
it.  A  faction  in  congress  choose  to  call  order  tyranny,  a  faithful  execution  of  the  laws 
despotism,  and  virtue  a  crime.  These  men  have  been  faithless  to  their  promises  of  the 
16th  of  March ;  they  are  busy  in  destruction ;  they  have  taken  all  power  from  the 
President,  and  wish  to  ruin  the  country  to  get  rid  of  its  ruler. 

The  names  of  these  men  are  known  to  you  ;  they  are  enemies  to  national  prosperity, 
and  glory  in  their  work  of  destruction ;  they  would  pull  down  the  President,  his  politi- 
cal friends,  and  all  who  sustain  him. 

And  the  conservatives  of  congress,  laying  aside  their  proclaimed  principles  of  order 
and  virtue,  have  joined  the  opposition  in  all  decisive  votes,  and  have  thus  contrib- 
uted to  increase  social  disorder. 

Colombians !  A  message  to  the  presidents  of  the  States  will  inform  them  of  what  has 
occurred,  and  will  instruct  them  how  to  maintain  their  sovereignty  by  appealing  to 
the  people,  the  true  sovereigns,  whose  duty  it  is  to  correct  the  legislative  jNOwer  when 
it  attempts  to  destroy  the  federal  union  and  the  executive  government. 

Inhabitants  of  Bogota  and  Cundinamarea!  The  government  promises  yon  p^ect 
enjoyment  of  your  rights ;  it  promises  you  security  in  your  persons,  so  long  as  you  obey 
the  laws  and  submit  to  the  constitution. 
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Ab  Boon  as  elections  have  been  held,  the  new  congress  will  convene  and  will  hasten 
to  Hettle  existing  difficulties. 

Fellow  coimtiymen !  I  hope  you  will  confide  in  my  intentions  to  preserve  peac« 
among  you,  and  m  my  acts  to  save  the  nation. 

Done  at  Bogota,  in  the  government  palace,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1867,  in  the  57th 
year  of  inde|>endeuce. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 


[Translatioii.] 
Decree  dosing  the  part  of  Santa  Maria  to  imports  and  exports, 

Rndooindo  Lopez,  commander  general  of  marine  and  chief  of  the  2d  division  of  the 
Colombian  gnanls,  considering,  Ist.  That  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena^  of  which 
Joaquin  Riascos  is  president,  is  declared  by  decree  oi  this  dat-e  to  be  in  opeu  rebellion 
agaiuBt  tlie  national  govemuient ;  2d.  That  the  enemy  must  not  l>e  allowed  to  seize 
upon  the  national  revenues,  to  be  used  against  republican  institutions ;  3d.  That  the 
important  port  of  Santa  Marta  is  situated  within  the  territory  occupied  by  the  rebels; 
by  the  i)ower  conferred  upon  him  by  the  executive,  and  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
decrees : 

Article  1.  The  port  of  Santa  Marta  is  hereby  declared  closed  to  import  and  export 
tnule. 

Art.  2.  One  of  the  national  war  steamers  shall  cruise  along  the  Colombian  coast  in 
front  of  said  port,  to  efi^ect  the  blockade. 

Art.  3.  All  goods  and  merchandise  brought  into  the  port  of  Santa  Marta  contrary  to 
these  provisions  shall  be  considered  contraband,  to  all  intents  and  purposen.  Goods 
intended  for  that  port  may  be  discharged  in  any  other  oi>en  port  of  the  republic,  with- 
out permits  or  certificat<^«  from  the  officials  of  the  closed  custom-house. 

Let  this  be  promulgat-ed. 

Done  at  Barauquilla,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1867. 

RLT)ECINDO  LOPEZ. 

J.  M.  PiNZON  Rtco, 

Asmstant  Secretary, 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  6.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

BaranquillUj  U.  S.  of  Colombia,  May  29,  1867. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  are  copies  of  correspondence,  Nos.  12, 13,  5,  and  6,  had 
between  Mr.  Hanaberg,  United  States  consul  at  Carthagena,  and  my- 
self, on  the  subject  of  the  wrongful  enlistment  and  detention  of  the  creV 
of  the  steamer  Kayo. 

Also  on  the  necessity  of  two  or  three  American  war  steamers  cruising 
in  Colombia  waters  during  this  rebellion,  as  a  protection  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  American  citizens  here,  and  to  aflfonl  mail  facilities,  now  sus- 
pended by  the  operations  of  the  war  in  this  country. 

Also  on  account  of  General  Lopez  and  his  troops ;  and  of  the  murd» 
of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  American  war  steamer  Osceola  by  his  comrade. 

There  are  three  English  war  ships  at  Carthagena  looking  after  the 
interests  of  British  subjects,  who  claim  a  lien  upon,  and  have  been  for 
some  time  receiving  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  of,  the  gross  reeeipis 
of  all  the  custom-houses  in  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIYAS^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wa^hingtotij  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Handberg  to  Mr,  SulUmn, 

So.  12.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Carthagena,  May  14,  1867. 

Sir  :  By  a  oommimication  received  htnn  the  consolate  at  BaraDquilla  I  have  lieen 
informed  of  your  arrival  iu  the  country,  aad  that  yoa  intended  to  leave  Baranquilla  on 
the  16th  inHtant  for  the  capital ;  consequently,  I  presume,  this  will  reach  you  at  Calamar, 
which  is  the  port  of  this  city  on  the  Maedalena. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  foflowing  circumstances  which  have  occurred  in 
eonnection  with  this  consulate :  On  the  21st  of  last  month  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
steamer  Rayo,  lying  iu  this  harbor  as  a  Colombian  war  steamer,  made  their  escape  from 
that  vessel,  and  coming  to  this  consulate  made  complaint  that  themselves  and  several 
others,  American  citizens,  were  detained  on  board  of  that  vessel  illegally,  and  against 
their  will;  that  they  had  shipped  in  the  vessel  at  New  York, as  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  under 
the  American  flag,  for  a  voyage  to  Aspinwall,  where  they  were  to  be  discharged  and 
receive  their  extra  wages  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  but  that  instead 
of  going  to  Aspinwall  the  vessel  came  out  to  Santa  Martha,  where  her  name  was  changed 
to  El  Rayo,  and  the  Colombian  flag  was  hoisted  in  the  place  of  the  American;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  refused  to  continue  their  service  on  board  of  the  steamer,  but 
were  compelled  to  do  so  by  threats  of  conflnement  in  irons.  They  stated  that  the  most 
of  the  men  who  were  in  the  case  stated  were  married,  with  families  living  in  New  York, 
where  they  were  anxious  to  return. 

I  brought  the  matter  at  once  to  the  notice  of  the  President  of  the  State,  and  sent  his 
excellency  two  communications  on  the  subject,  receiving  no  answer  except  a  verbal  one, 
that  the  matter  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  commander  of  the  national 
marine  and  the  commander  of  the  Rayo,  who,  after  several  days,  presented  to  me  a  crew 
list,  certitie<l  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  in  form  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  By  this  it  ap])eared  that  the  men  were  engaged  for  the  steamer  R. 
R,  Cuyler,  Captain  Dollanl,  for  a  "voyage  to  a  Colombian i>ort, and  from  thence  to  any 

girt  of  the  world,  at  the  orders  of  the  Colombian  government,  for  the  term  of  two  years." 
at  this  paper  did  not  contain  the  si^atures  of  the  men ;  neither  has  the  vessel  any 
articles  signed  by  those  men  to  authonze  holding  them  to  service  under  a  forei^  flag 
against  their  wish ;  and  having  taken  the  sworn  deposition  of  several  of  them,  it  was 
evident  to  me  that  they  had  been  deceivtMl :  consequently  1  demanded  from  his  excel- 
lency the  President  that  they  should  be  discharged  and  paid  olf  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  by  which  they  should  receive  three  months'  extra  wages. 

Receiving  no  answer  to  my  demands,  and  fearing  that  those  seamen  might  be  imper- 
illed on  account  of  their  being  in  the  Rayo,  which  vessel  was  in  the  custody  of  a  Spanish 
frigate  in  this  harbor,  I  wrote  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  at 
Aspinwall  stating  the  casts  and  requesting  him  to  come  here  with  his  vessel  and  demand 
the  release  of  those  men,  if  he  should  think  proper  so  to  do. 

On  the  6th  instant,  the  United  States  steamer  Osceola,  Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  came 
into  port.  Captain  Foster  sent  his  respects  to  the  l*ri«ident,  and  offerwl  to  salute  the 
town.  The  salute  was  decline<l  for  the  re^vson  that  there  were  not  the  means  of  retuni- 
ing  the  compliment.  The  following  day  Commander  Foster  and  myself  waited  upon  the 
President,  renewing  my  complaint,  and  reipiested  to  have  the  men,  a  list  of  whose  names 
I  had  procured,  sent  to  tlie consulate  to  be  examined.  This  was  agreed  to;  and  after  an 
examination  of  the  men,  and  also  of  the  crew  list,  iu  connection  with  the  officers  of  the 
Rayo,  Commander  Foster  was  convinced,  and  those  oflicers  acknowledge<l,  that  the  ship- 
ment of  the  crew  was  irregular,  and  that  there  was  no  right  to  retain  those  men. 
Commander  Foster  then  sent  a  note  to  his  excellency  the  President  demanding  the 
deUvery  of  those  men  and  their  payment,  and  stating  that,  as  he  was  anxious  to  leave, 
he  desired  to  have  the  whole  case  settle*!  by  three  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  8th.  This  note 
was  delivered  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  at  the  same  time  a  note  was  received 
from  his  excellency  stating  that  the  seamen  would  be  delivered  to  the  consulate. 

In  the  afternoon  thirteen  seamen  were  receive<l  from  the  Rayo  and  sent  on  l)oard  the 
Osceola,  together  with  four  others  who  had  previously  escai>ed  from  the  Rayo.  No 
payment  was  made  to  these  men, and  they  were  sent  on  shore  with  only  their  clothes; 
consequentlv  Comnmnder  Foster  wrote  another  note  to  the  President  reminding  his 
excellency  that,  besides  the  discharge  of  those  sailors,  he  had  demanded  their  payment, 
and  that,  being  obliged  to  return  to  Aspinwall  the  next  morning,  he  should  leave  that 
part  of  the  matter  in  my  charge  for  a  settlement.  I  inclosed  this  note  to  his  excellency 
m  one  from  myself  requesting  a  settlement  as  soon  as  convenient.  To  this  I  received 
an  answer  from  his  excellency,  inclosing  a  note  from  the  captain  of  the  Rayo,  recom- 
mending that,  as  those  men  were  shipped  at  New  York,  where  the  regular  shipping 
papers  must  exist,  the  settlement  with  regard  to  their  remuneration  luul  hotter  be  made 
m  the  United  States  by  the  government  and  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia  at  that  port.  To  this  I  have  answered  that,  unless  the  full  amount  claimed 
by  myself  is  paid  to  me  here,  I  can  only  refer  the  case  to  the  Department  of  State. 
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I  have  since  received  a  commonication  from  the  President  of  the  State  eommnnicating 
a  statement  of  tlie  captain  of  the  Rayo,  that  there  were  some  twenty-six  others  of  his 
crew  who  had  been  shipped  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  who  had  been  delivered, 
and  who  wished  to  leave  the  vessel ;  also  recommends  that  I  should  go  on  board  and 
examine  those  men,  or  Have  them  come  to  the  consulate  for  that  purpose.  In  answer 
to  this  communication,  I  have  informed  his  excellency  that  it  is  the  desire  of  those  who 
have  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Rayo  to  be  relieved  of  so  many  of  her  crew,  in 
the  same  manner  as  were  released  those  whose  discharge  was  demanded  by  this  oonsa- 
late.  I  can  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter,  as  I  consider  it  would  be  both  anjiut  and 
inhuman  to  have  any  participation  in  the  expulsion  of  those  men  from  the  vessel  in  a 
destitute  condition  in  a  foreign  country,  as  I  am  not  authorized,  and  have  not  the  means 
of  caring  for  distressed  citizens  for  account  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
although  it  is  ray  duty  to  represent  them  in  demanding  their  rights.  I  also  say  that  I 
trust  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  illegality  of  their  detention  may  be  accompanied 
by  a  just  reparation  and  a  remuneration  for  their  services;  also  that  the  Osceola  will 
probably  return  here  in  a  few  days,  and  it  may  be  that  Commander  Foster  will  give 
those  men  a  pai«sage  to  Aspinwall,  but  that  it  ought  not  to  be  expected  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  UuitM^  States  should  be  at  the  expense  of  taking  home  the  crew  of  the  Ram 
I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  prepare  copies  of  the  correspondence  on  tnis 
subject  to  send  you,  but  it  was  on'y  last  evening  that  I  heard  that  you  had  arrived  at 
Barauquilla. 

I  have  communicated  everything  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  shall  continue  to 
keep  it  informed  of  whatever  may  transpire  in  the  case. 

I  expect  the  Osceola  to  return  here  about  the  16th  or  17th  instant.  Notwithstandine 
the  national  congress  passed  a  law  that  the  navy  of  the  countrv  should  be  disposed  <^ 
we  now  hear  that  the  President,  General  Mosquera,  has  annulled  the  law  by  a  decree 
establishing  the  navy  and  incorporating  the  Rayo  in  the  same. 

That  vessel  haa,  since  the  21st  ultimo,  been  lying  in  this  harbor  in  the  custody  of  a 
Spanish  frigate ;  the  principal  parts  of  her  machinery  have  been  taken  on  board  of  the 
latter,  and  she  is  daily  visited  and  examined  by  the  Spanish  officers. 

In  company  with  Commander  Foster  I  visited  the  Spanish  commander,  who  received 
us  very  courteously,  and  informed  us  that  he  was  waiting  orders  from  the  admiral  at 
Havana  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Rayo,  and  assured  us  that  he  should  not  resort  to  any 
extreme  measures  without  giving  due  notice  and  ^cilities  to  any  American  citisens  ^ 
the  crew  who  desired  to  leave  the  vessel. 

He  inquired  if  we  considered  the  officers  of  the  vessel  as  American  citizens.  I  replied, 
that  my  opinion  was  that,  having  volnntarilv  and  knowingly  enlisted  in  a  foreign  servioe, 
they  were  not  entitled  to  protection  from  the  United  States  government. 

I  presume  you  will  have  been  informed  of  the  political  state  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Colombian  steamer  Colombia  arrived  here  on  the  12th,  bringing  five  hnndied 
and  fifty  national  troops  from  Santa  Martha. 

A  steamer  is  momentarily  expected  here  from  Aspinwall  with  the  New  Yorit  mail  of 
the  Ist  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGT.  8.  HANABERG, 

United  States  CotumL 

General  Peter  J.  Sullivan, 

United  States  Minister  to  Bogota, 


Mr,  ffanaberg  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

No.  13.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Cartkagenoy  Mag  21,  1867. 

Sir  :  Referring  you  to  my  dispatch  No.  12,  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  now  to  inform 
you  that  the  Osceola  has  not  returned  to  this  port,  and  cannot  now  be  expected  before 
the  26th  instant. 

There  are  four  of  the  seamen  of  the  Rayo  on  shore,  who  have  been  sent  from  the  ves- 
sel without  being  paid  their  wages  or  having  any  means  of  sustaining  themselves.  I 
have  sent  an  official  note  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  Bolivar,  requesting  to  be  informed, 
that  I  may  indicate  to  these  men  to  which  of  the  authorities  they  are  to  apply  to  obtain 
justice  and  compensation  for  their  services  on  board  of  a  Colombian  war  vesseL  As 
one  of  the  men  is  an  Irishman,  and  as  at  present  I  am  nominally  tlie  acting  British  con- 
sul here,  I  have  presented  the  case  both  as  United  States  and  British  consul,  but  as  yet 
have  not  received  an^y  answer. 

As  I  informed  you  in  my  last  communication,  I  have  advised  the  Department  of  State 
of  my  action  in  this  case,  and  I  hope  to  be  ilistructed  as  to  my  further  duties  in  the  i 
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but  M  some  time  may  elapse  before  I  can  receive  sacb  instmctlons,  I  will  thank  yoa  to 
advise  me  in  regard  to  the  case. 

To  what  extent  am  I  to  protect  those  seamen,  some  of  whom  have  never  a^eed  to 
serve  this  country,  whereas  others  have  signed  articles  on  board  of  the  vessel  since  the 
change  of  flag  f  Have  the  officers  of  the  Kayo  any  right  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  any  case  f 

The  Colombian  steamer  Colombia  is  to  leave  here  to-morrow  to  enforce  the  blockade 
of  the  port  of  Santa  Martha,  decreed  by  General  Lopes. 

I  herewith  send  some  communications  and  newspapers  received  from  Washington  for 
yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

AUGT.  S.  HANABERG. 
General  Peter  J.  Sitxivan, 

United  States  MmUtcTf  ^c,  Baranquilla, 


Mr.  Sulliran  to  Mr,  Hanaberg. 

Legation  of  the  Uxtfed  States, 
Baranqtiilla,  U,  S,  of  Colombia,  May  25,  1867. 

Sir  :  Yonr  communications  Nos.  12  and  13,  of  the  14th  and  2l8t  instant,  calling  my 
attention  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Rayo  and  her  crew,  came  to  hand  on  yesterday', 
and  from  a  perusal  of  them  I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  acted  wisely  and  efficiently  in 
this  complicate<l  affair. 

If  the  crew  of  this  steamer  had  a^eed  to  serve  the  government  of  Colombia  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  and  that  at  the  tune  and  place  the  snip's  papers  were  executed  they 
were  well  aware  of  the  true  character  of  this  steamer  and  of  the  nature  of  the  service 
they  were  required  to  perform,  and  that  when  at  a  Colombian  port  they  had  fieely  con- 
sented to  continue  this  service  for  the  period  stated,  they  have,  in  my  opinion,  foiteited 
all  rightful  claims  to  the  protection  of  our  government. 

But  should  this  steamer's  crew  list  or  contract  not  have  been  made  known  and  fully 
explained  to  the  crew  at  the  time  they  were  employed,  and  that,  as  you  intimate,  they 
'were  duped  into  the  Colombian  service  under  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses ;  that, 
'while  cast  upon  a  foreign  shore  in  a  state  of  utter  destitution  and  threats  of  persecu- 
tion, they  were  forced  to  take  service  under  the  Colombian  government,  you  will, 
should  this  state  of  facts  exist,  demand  of  the  commander  of  this  steamer  and  of  the 

S roper  authorities  at  Carthagena,  where  this  steamer  is  now  stationed,  the  immediate 
ischarge  and  payment  of  these  men,  who  now  claim  and  are  justly  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  our  government,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In 
this  matter  be  prudent,  but  resolute. 

As  the  people  of  this  country  are  engaged  in  a  fratricidal  war,  which  cuts  off  all  com- 
munication with  the  general  government  at  Bogota,  and  as  you  have  submitted  the 
whole  subject  to  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  I  think  it  advisable  that,  if 
without  detriment  to  the  honor  of  our  government  and  tlip  calls  of  humanity,  you  await 
their  orders,  lest  that  hasty  action,  based  nxK>n  insufficient  facts,  should  add  to  the 
obstacles  already  in  the  way  of  the  settlement  of  this  perplexing  anair. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Augt.  S.  Hanaberg,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  at  Carthagena, 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Hanaberg. 

[UnofflciaL] 

Baranquilla,  United  States  of  Colombia, 

May  29,  1867. 
Dkar  Sir:  I  thank  yon  from  my  heart  for  the  warm  friendship  which  yon  have 
expressed  for  me  in  the  three  letters  which  I  have  received  from  yon  at  this  place,  and 
it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  spend  some  time  with  yon  and  my  friend  Captain 
Foster  of  the  war  steamer  Osceola,  had  not  duty  called  me  to  Bogota  at  the  very  earliest 
moment  I  can  leave  here  for  there,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  the  course  of  the  next  two 
weeks. 
The  Rayo  is,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be,  a  source  of  much  trouble,  but  we  must 
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deal  with  these  troubles  in  a  cool,  deliberate,  and  firm  manner;  bat,  in  every  instance, 
we  must  act  njwn  good  and  snfticient  evidence  only. 

I  regret  the  murder  of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Osceola  by  his  comrade.  If  poeeible,  and 
circumstances  should  i>ermit  or  justify,  the  murderer  ought  to  be  sent  home  for  triaL 

The  blockade  of  this  coast  is  a  farce ;  our  commerce,  our  msiil  facilities,  the  lives  and 
property  of  Aniericau  citizens  residing  in  this  country,  require,  at  least,  two  of  our  war 
steamers  to  cruise  along  this  coast  during  the  existence  of  this  rel>ellion. 

All  communications  between  here,  Bauta  Martha,  and  Bogota,  are  suspended  by  the 
operations  of  war. 

The  p<'onle  of  this  city  have  had  to  make  up  for  General  Lopez  about  $20,000.  He  has 
departed  rrom  here  with  two  fast  steamers,  and  about  five  hundred  regular  troops,  for 
Banco  and  Bogota.  But  it  is  generally  believed  here  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  cut  his 
way  (which  he  will  have  to  do)  tlirough  the  opposing  forces  of  General  Riasco.  It  is 
feared  that  Baranquilla  may  soon  be  taken  and  held  by  some  of  Riasco's  forces  from 
Santa  Martha. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGT.'S.  Hanabkro,  Esq.,  cfc,  <fc, 

CarthagenOy  United  States  of  Cohmhia, 


PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 


3fr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Baranquilla,  May  29,  1867. 

Sir  :  Since  my  dispatch  '^o.  4,  which  was  written  in  haste  and  sent  by 
hand,  I  have  received  (inclosures  Nos,  1  and  2)  the  proclamations  of  the 
presidents  of  the  States  of  Antioquia  and  Santander  to  their  people 

denouncing  President  Mosquera. 

•  #••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


[TranaUtion.! 
Pedro  J.  Betrio,  constitutional  governor  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Antioquiay  to  the  na^on. 

Countrymen  !  The  revolution  which  the  President  of  the  republic  has  been  foment- 
ing ever  sinc^  his  accession  to  power  has  at  lenffth  broken  out.  This  conspiracy  is 
against  the  nation  that  honored  him  with  its  confidence  and  elevated  him  to  his  pre«mt 
position. 

Vain  have  been  the  effort*  of  aU  honest  parties  in  the  republic,  and  of  the  govemore 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  to  preserve  peace. 

A  man  whom  the  nation  graced  with  the  highest  honors  now  pnts  himself  above  ril 
law,  and  wields  the  sword  and  8t4iff  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  republic,  against  the 
country,  because  it  defended  its  institutions  and  liberties,  and,  with  the  army  to  sup- 
port him,  commits  the  horrid  crime  which  the  laws  and  conscience  term  high  treason! 

He  desires  to  subject  the  country  to  new  trials ;  he  excites  the  people  to  war.  The 
result  is  not  doubtful ;  we  wiU  triumph ! 

People  of  Antioquia!  You  have  aided  the  State  government  in  trying  to  preserve 
peace.'  The  nation  was  smitten  on  one  cheek  and  it  turned  the  other  to  the  assailant 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  now  wishes  to  plnngethe  dagger  into  the  nation's  vitals,  and, 
in  open  violation  of  the  constitution,  he  nas  sent  national  forces  to  overthrow  the  law- 
ful president  of  Magdalena  and  place  one  of  his  own  minions  in  pow»  there. 

But  this  is  not  all.  He  has  tiirown  the  president  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Candi- 
namarea  into  a  filthy  prison ;  and  on  the  29th  of  April  he  dissolved  congress  and  declared 
himself  dictator.  Many  of  the  members,  among  them  Plata  Azuera,  Aroseniena,  and 
others,  were  also  imprinoned. 

We  know  not  upon  what  principle  he  has  raised  himself  to  snch  a  position.  Our  ban- 
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ner  is  the  constitution,  and  we  will  hoist  it  so  high  that  all  the  world  can  see  it.  Our 
duty  \»  to  pull  down  the  man  who  has  arisen  against  the  institutions  he  helped  to  found, 
and  put  one  in  his  place  who  will  obey  the  laws  and  the  constitution.  There  are  but 
two  parties  now — the  republicans,  in  fiavor  of  the  nation,  and  the  protoriaus,  who  would 
give  us  a  master.  Neutrality  is  now  a  crime.  Those  who  are  not  for  us  are  against  us. 
Every  one  who  has  a  pulsation  of  liberty  in  his  breast  will  be  for  us ;  all  who  would 
ruin  their  country  will  side  with  the  dictator.  In  the  name  of  threatened  lil>erty,  in 
the  name  of  the  insulted  countrj',  I  invite  all  republicans  to  rally  around  our  banner. 

To  arms !  Presidents  of  other  States,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  the  constitution  you 
will  prepare  to  overthrow  the  tyrant.  I  promise  you  that  Antioquia  will  be  with  you, 
and  will  not  be  the  last  to  strike.  Let  us  work  together  around  the  national  banner, 
which  is  the  constitution,  and  the  struggle  will  be  brief. 

People  of  Colombia!  You  are  too  proud  to  bend  the  neck  to  the  yoke  of  tyrants  or 
shnn  the  sword  of  dictators.    Let  us  act  in  concert,  and  victory  is  certain. 

I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  partisan  of  tyranny  in  Antioquia,  or  if  there  should  be,  let 
him  hide  his  head  in  shame ;  his  breath  would  poison  the  atmosphere  of  our  patriotic 
land.  A  country  that  has  produced  heroes  like  Cordoba  and  Restre)>o  could  not  bear 
the  presence  of  a  man  who  would  willingly  submit  to  the  will  of  a  despot. 

Our  conduct  shall  be  regulated  by  the  magnitude  of  our  duty :  we  will  observe  the 
laws  of  war  and  of  nations,  and  we  will  do  nothing  not  worthy  of  a  civiliztMl  ]>eople. 

Public  schools  will  not  be  closed ;  the  peace  of  tne  country  will  not  be  disturbed,  for 
our  cause  is  just.  Our  religion,  liberty,  homes,  and  property  are  attacked;  let  us  sell 
cur  lives  dearly  before  these  rights  are  taken  from  us  by  usurpers. 

Yc«,  we  are  the  republic,  and  the  republic  will  triumph ;  we  will  sustain  the  consti- 
tution. 

PEDRO  J.  BERRIO. 

Nestor  Castro,  Government  Seci^iary, 

Abram  Moreno,  Secretary  of  Finance, 
Medeixin,  May  10,  1867. 


[Translation.] 
Addr€$9  of  Victoriano  Paredes,  governor  of  the  State  of  Santanderj  to  its  inhabitants. 

People  of  Santanderl  The  President  of  Colombia  has  at  last  consummate<l  the  revo- 
lution with  which  he  has  so  long  threatened  us,  and  this  day  we  have  ceased  to  be  his 
fellow-citizens  to  become  his  slaves.  'It  is  not  yet  known  what  title  he  intends  to 
assume ;  it  may  be  king,  emperor,  or  autocrat ;  but  be  what  it  will,  it  means  that  our 
lives  are  in  his  power,  that  our  property  belongs  to  him,  that  our  liberty  is  taken  from 
us,  that  we  have  no  rights,  nothing  but  what  he  wills  to  give  us.  A  signal  from  his 
•cepter  may  consign  hundreds  of  Colombians  to  the  gibbet ;  one  word  from  his  lips  can 
ruin  millions  of  families ;  a  single  decree  of  his  may  drive  thousands  of  us  from  our 
beloved  country. 

Such,  countrymen,  is  our  situation.  We  have  no  law  but  the  caprice  of  one  man,  and 
no  pers^>eetive  than  our  ruin.  This  State  has  always  strugjjjletl  for  its  rights,  and  it  will 
be  nothing  new  to  us  to  give  a  lesson  to  a  tyrant  or  perish  m  the  attempt ;  we  will  per- 
ish nobly  in  our  struggle  for  liberty. 

Our  position  is  desperate,  but  wo  to  him  who  wavers  on  the  verge  of  the  precipice 
when  duty  urges  him  to  act,  or  to  him  who  dastardly  accepts  the  bribes  offered  to  nim 
by  the  tyrant  I 

Sons  of  8antander,  listen,  and  I  will  tell  yon  what  has  been  done.  On  the  29th  of 
April  last  the  house  of  representatives  adopted  two  resolutions  making  inquiries  about 
two  war  vessels  on  the  way  to  our  ports.  One  of  them,  called  the  Rayo,  had  arrived. 
These  simple  resolutions  served  as  an  excuse  for  the  President  of  the  republic  to  con- 
sununate  the  long-threatened  revolution  and  assume  supreme  power.  He  dissolved 
congress,  declared  the  country  in  a  state  of  war,  imprisoned  the  representatives  of  the 
people  who  would  not  enter  into  his  treason,  arrested  the  president  of  Cundinamarea, 
pxtMNoented  and  seized  several  editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  and  Vith  one  stroke 
of  his  pen  alnilished  ev^ry  guarantee  of  the  constitution. 

In  presence  of  such  outrages  the  heart  of  every  loyal  republican  who  has  any  princi- 
ples or  believer  in  any  law  swells  with  indignation,  and  boldly  denounces  the  ignomin- 
ious usurpation  of  public  power. 

Fellow-countrymen  of  Santander!  You  are  the  acknowledged  bulwark  of  the  demo- 
cratic republic  in  this  land,  and  it  is  your  sacred  duty  to  sustain  the  reputation  you 
merit  by  energetic  action  in  the  present  cause. 

VICTORIANO  DE  D.  PAREDES. 

Seoorro,  May  9, 1867. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  7.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Baranquilla^  June  2, 1867. 

Sir  :  Inclosed,  No.  1,  is  a  report  of  the  engagement  had  on  the  28th 
ultimo  between  a  portion  of  President  Mosquera's  forces,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Lopez,  his  secretary  of  war,  and  the  opposition  forces 
at  Banco,  an  important  point  on  the  Magdalena  River. 

About  two  hundred  troops  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  from  Santa 
Martha  to  re-enforce  the  opposition  at  Banco,  but  the  result  of  the  news 
from  there  induced  this  re-enforcing  party  to  lay  in  wait  for,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  destroy  or  capture,  Lopez  on  his  return  to  this  place  from  Banco. 

The  keeper  of  the  hotel  where  I  was  lodging  arrived  here  this  mora- 
ing,  in  a  small  canoe  from  Antioquia.  He  reports  that  all  the  people 
of  that  State  are  opposed  to  President  Mosquera,  and  that  by  this  time 
have  sent  about  fifteen  thousand  men— joined  by  the  forces  of  Santan- 
der — to  capture  or  drive  Mosquera  ftt>m  Bogota ;  and  that  they  had 
placed  well-fastened  chains  across  the  Magdalena  River,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  boats  from  passing  up  or  down  this  river,  thus  cutting  off  the 
forces  of  General  Lopez,  and  all  other  aid  fit)m  reaching  General  Mos- 
quera at  Bogota. 

It  is  evident  that  General  Lopez,  not  being  able  to  force  his  way 
through  these  insurmountable  barriers,  and  not  having  sufficient  force 
to  hold  Banco  and  take  the  custom-house  at  Santa  Martha  from  the  ex- 
asperated and  resolute  opposition,  his  victory  is  a  source  of  weakness 
instead  of  strength  to  General  Mosquera,  who  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  overwhelming  forces,  who  are  determined  to  crush  him  or  perish  in 
the  attempt. 

The  following  extract  from  my  unofficial  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  to 
the  American  consul  at  Garthagena,  will  show  you  the  caution  which  I 
observe  in  this  emergency : 

[Extract] 

The  time  has  come  for  every  United  States  officer  here  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  as 
true  sentinels  at  the  advanced  poste  we  must  carefully  watch  and  dUigently  study  the 
progress  and  tendency  of  the  terrible  drama  that  is  being  played  around  us  wiUiont 
being  observed  by  either  of  the  prompters  or  scene-shifters  oirecting  its  operations,  to 
as  to  be  enabled  to  judge  in  time  oi  its  influence  on  the  lives  and  property  of  tlus 
people  and  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  ours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAJT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


[TnaditioiLJ 

UNITED  STATEI^  OF  COLOMBIA— COMMANDINO  OKKERAL  OF  MARINR  AND  OF  THE  8IO0i!n> 
DIVISION  OF  THE  COLOMBIAN  GUARD— NO.  08. 

To  the  OwemoT  of  the  Province  of  BaranftMU : 

At  4i  p.  m.,  this  day,  after  a  fight  of  thirty  minuteSy  the  troops  under  my  command 
occupied  this  city,  (Banco.) 

A  detailed  report  of  the  action  wUl  be  sent  to  you  in  due  time ;  I  now  give  generali- 
ties. 

We  have  captured  Manuel  A.  Vengorchea,  acting  President  of  Magdalena,  four  chieft^ 
fourteen  officers,  thirty-nine  men,  and  all  the  monitions  of  the  enemy. 
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We  had  ten  men  killed  and  three  wounded;  most  of  them  belonged  to  the  regenerator 
battalion. 

Yours,  Ac, 

R.  LOPEZ. 
Banco,  May  28,  1867,  on  hoard  the  steamer  Vencedor, 

J.  M.  PiNzoN  Rico, 

Amtftant  Secretary, 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Baranquilla^  June  7, 1867. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  are  copies  of  the  latest  correspondence  had  between  the 
American  consul  at  Carthagena  and  myself,  as  to  whether  be  should 
recognize  the  acts  of  the  commander  of  the  Colombian  war  steamer 
Bayo  should  that  officer  now  hoist  the  American  flag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIYAX. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>,  C. 


Mr,  Hanaherg  to  Mr,  SuUiran. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Carthagena,  June  %  1067. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  official  communication 
No.  5,  of  date  25th  ultimo,  and  by  the  tmme  1  observe  that  yon  approve  my  action  in 
the  case  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Rayo. 

Captain  Foster  of  the  Osceola  having  given  his  crew  Uberty  here,  one  of  the  crew 
murdered  another  while  on  shore,  as  I  have  already  informed  you.  On  the  2d  instant 
I  accompanied  Captain  Foster  t«  call  upon  the  President  of  the  State,  when  he  ex- 
preissed  to  his  excellency  his  regret  for  what  had  occurred  among  his  crew  in  the  city. 
and  requested,  if  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  that  the  criminal  be  delivered 
to  him  to  be  tried  and  punished  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  navy, 
to  wliich  he  belonged.  His  excellency  replied  that  as  the  oft'ense  had  been  committed 
on  the  soil  of  Colombia. and  against  the  laws  of  this  country,  tbe  man  could  not  be 
given  up,  but  should  be  tried  and  punished  in  accordance  with  these  laws.  I  told  his 
excellency  that  there  were  antecedent  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  case,  the  testi- 
mony for  which  could  only  be  obtained  among  the  crew,  and  that  consequently  it 
would  be  advantageous  for  the  ends  of  justice  that  the  criminal  be  tried  where  this 
testimony  could  be  obtainid.  His  excellency  replied  that  it  was  impossible  to  surreu> 
der  the  oflender,  but  if  we  wished  to  present  this  testimony  it  would  be  received. 

Captain  Foster  then  referred  to  the  case  of  the  crew  of  the  Rayo,  and  spoke  of  the 
injustice  of  sending  those  men  (many  of  whom  were  American  citizens)  on  there  in  a 
destitute  condition,  and  dependent  on  the  charity  of  myself  and  others  for  their  subsistence 
after  they  had  been  in  the  service  of  this  country  several  mouths.  At  this  stage  of  the 
interview  General  Chacer,  rear-admiral  of  the  Spanish  navy,  who  had  arrived  at  this 
port  on  the  day  previous  in  the  steamer  Francisco  de  Abis,  came  into  the  palace,  and  as 
we  had  been  informed  by  his  exceUeucy  the  President  that  an  interview  had  been  ap- 
pointed with  this  officer  for  that  hour,  we  considered  it  proper  for  us  to  retire.  Cfn 
leaving,  however,  I  handed  his  exceUency  a  note,  of  which  I  send  a  copy,  in  relation  to 
the  same  matter.  His  exceUency  assurea  me  he  would  attend  to  it  as  soon  as  he  coulil 
confer  with  the  commander  of  tbe  Rayo. 

The  same  evening  Commander  Reiid  called  on  me,  at  the  request  of  his  exceUency, 
and  showed  me,  attached  to  his  crew  list  the  signatures  of  the  seamen  in  whose  behalf 
I  had  applied  for  wages ;  which  signatures  api)eared  to  have  been  affixed  since  the  ves- 
sel was  under  the  Colombian  dag. 

I  told  him  that  in  such  a  case  there  should  be  no  further  interference  on  my  part. 
He  said  that  the  President  would  give  us  an  answer  as  regarded  the  other  men  by 
nine  o'clock  the  next  day. 
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Not  having  an  answer  at  twelve  o'clock  the  following  day,  I  again  called  upon  h\» 
excellency  and  stated  that  the  Osceola  could  remain  no  longer;  that  sufficient  time  had 
been  given,  if  it  had  been  the  desire  to  discharge  and  pay  off  those  men  and  seiwl 
them  on  board  of  the  Osceola,  or  to  have  answered  my  not« ;  but  that  as  neither  had 
been  done,  Commander  Foster  must  leave  at  once,  and  could  only  report  the  matter  to 
the  commanding  officer  on  the  station. 

His  excellency  then  apologized  for  not  having  acted  more  promptly  in  the  case,  eayinf; 
he  had  been  occupied  by  his  conference  with  the  Spanish  commander,  and  that  the  same 
had  been  productive  of  such  favorable  results  as  he  thought  would  also  assist  in  arrive 
at  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  present  question.  He  theii  infonned  me  that  it  had 
been  agreed  that  the  Rayo  should  be  released  njMui  the  guarantee  of  his  excellemy. 
as  agent  of  the  national  government,  that  she  should  not  be  disposed  of  to  any  eneinie? 
of  Spain.  He  remarked  that  he  presumed  that  when  this  circumstance  was  known  to 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  in  question  they  would  be  contented  to  remain  in  her;  but  if  not. 
his  excellency  assured  me  that  their  wages  should  be  paid  for  the  time  they  had  rtervi^l 
under  tlie  Colombian  Hag,  and  their  passage  paid  by  the  royal  mail  steamer  to  Aspin- 
wall.    I  told  him  that  this  would  be  satisfactory. 

I  then  reported  his  excellency's  agreement  to  Captain  Foster,  who  then  left  for 
Aspinwall.  On  the  following  day,  having  to  call  upon  his  excellency  in  relati«m  to  other 
matters,  h8  informed  me  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Spanish  admiral  hiul  not  Wn 
fulfilled  by  the  latter,  who  excused  himself,  saying  that  he  had  received  orders  from 
the  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba  not  to  release  the  Rayo  except  with  th** 
guarantee  of  the  national  President.  It  is  the  general  opinion  here,  however,  that  reports 
from  on  shore,  and  from  the  authorities  at  Santa  Martha,  influenced  the  Spanish  offierr 
to  act  as  he  did.  As  the  mail  steamer  was  to  sail  yestenlay,  I  applied  to  his  excelJenc y. 
who  gave  me  a  list  and  the  account  of  seventeen  seamen,  which  ha<l  been  presente<l  to 
him  by  the  ccnnmander  of  the  Rayo,  as  being  the  only  persons  among  his  crew  who 
were  dissatisfied  and  had  a  right  to  claim  American  protection.  The«e  accounts  were 
made  not  only  for  the  time  the  vessel  had  been  under  the  Colombian  flag.  I  thonpht 
it  best  to  accept  them,  however,  mentioning  to  his  excellency  that  I  rt^served  for  th«rs^ 
men  the  right  to  claim  the  wages  due  them  up  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  SantA 
Martha,  eitlier  from  this  government  or  the  parties  who  shipped  them  at  New  York.  1 
also  intimated  to  him  that  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  inform  inyj*elf  if  tlu** 
seventeen  men  constituted  the  whole  of  those  of  the  crew  who  were  so  situated,  and  iox 
whom  it  was  my  duty  to  claim. 

I  then  received  from  his  excellency  an  onier  for  the  money  due  the  men  on  thfir 
accounts,  and  pay  their  passage  to  Aspinwall.  This  I  paid  to  tho.se  men  who  were 
delivered  to  me  on  board  the  royal  mail  steamer,  by  which  I  sent  them  yesterday.  Com- 
mander E.  J.  Read,  of  the  Riiyo,  called  on  me  and  stated  that  he  had  boenemployHiby 
the  Colombian  minister  at  Washingtcm,  General  Salgar,  to  procure  and  fit  out  certain 
vessels  for  the  Colombian  government,  also  to  obtain  officers  and  crews  for  the  Bamc: 
that  under  such  instructions  he  had  procured  the  "  R.R.  Cuyler,"  an  American  steamer, 
which  was  allowed  to  leave  the  port  of  New  York  to  come  to  this  coast,  where  she  wa^ 
to  assume  the  Colombian  flag,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Presitlent  of  the  ruit«d 
States  and  all  such  authorities  as  were  competent  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  and  wiib 
their  consent.  He  has  shown  me  his  authorization  from  Mr.  Salgar.  He  says  that  in 
accepting  his  commission,  himself  and  the  officers  of  his  vessel  expected  to  tranrfer 
their  allegiance  from  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  government  of  Coloml»ii 
in  good  faith,  with  the  change  of  flag  of  the  steamer. 

But  he  now  has  reason  to  suppose  that  the  steamer  may  not  be  recognized  as  a  Colom- 
bian vessel,  and  himself  and  companions  as  officers  of  the  Colombian  navy,  either  by 
this  government  or  Spain;  and  that  in  such  a  case  the  change  of  nationality,  Iwtb  *» 
regards  the  vessel  and  the  officers  and  crew,  has  l)een  illegal,  and  consequently  the> 
shall  claim  to  be  still  American;  and  he  desired  to  know  from  me  if,  in  such  a  caiie.  hr 
should  hoist  the  American  flag  on  the  vessel  and  claim  prot-ection  for  himself  and  tb" 
officers  and  crew,  whether  I  would  recognize  and  protect  them.  As  this  is  a  serioo* 
matter,  I  declined  answering  him  until  I  could  refer  the  matter  to  yourself. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  instruct  m©  how  to  act  in  such  a  case.     It  is  eyidCTt 
to  me  that  the  officers  of  this  vessel  are  dissatisfied  with  their  position,  and  I  think  it 
is  probable  they  may  take  some  step  of  this  kind  very  soon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  AUG.  S.  HANABERO. 

General  Pkter  J.  Sullivan, 

United  States  Minister,  Barranguilla, 
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Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Hanaherg. 

Lkgation  of  the  United  States, 
BarranquillOf  United  States  of  Colombia,  June  7,  1867. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  Jano  2,  No.  15,  relative  to  the  nationality  of  the  war  steamer 
Rayo,  and  the  intimation  of  her  commander,  Captain  £.  G.  Read,  to  hoist  the  American 
flag  if  protected  by  you,  reached  me  hut  yesteruay. 

As  to  the  nationality  of  this  steamer  I  have  no  other  e\idence  before  me  than  the 
verbal  statement  of  tlie  American  commercial  apjent  at  the  port  of  Santa  Martha,  which 
ia:  ''That  the  said  Retid,  when  at  that  port,  very  adroitly  (without  giving  up  the  reg- 
ister under  which,  as  he  said,  he  had  brought  this  steamer  from  the  port  of  New  York) 
changed  her  name  from  Cuyler  to  Rayo,  and  her  nationality  from  that  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  that  of  the  Unitexl  States  of  Colombia.'' 

Under  what  register,  under  what  flag,  was  this  steamer  and  her  commander  acting  at 
the  time  she  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Spaniards  f  By  what  means  had  he  pro- 
cured the  registry  of  this  steamer  from  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York?  By  what 
authority  does  he  now  claim  the  right  to  hoist  the  American  flag,  and  thus  change  this 
irar  vessel  from  the  Colombian  to  the  American  navy  t    I  know  of  none. 

Captain  Read  cannot,  in  the  absence  of  justifiable  evidence,  which  has  not  yet  been 
produced  to  me,  claim  protection  under  the  register  and  fla^  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  had  bartered  at  Santa  Martha  for  the  Colombian  register  and  flag. 

You  mu8t  not  take  his  mere  assertions  as  to  any  knowledge  or  approval  of  the  United 
Stat-es  of  the  character  and  extent  of  his  employment  by  the  Colombian  government. 

In  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  *25th  of  May  (No.  5)  I  had  staited  my  views  on  the 
employment  and  detention  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel;  but  can  the  officers  claim  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States  on  the  ground  of  their  ignorance  of  the  true  character  of  this 
steamer  at  the  time  they  had  procured  her  for  the  Colombian  service? 

Should  Captain  Read,  under  these  circumstances,  now  hoist  the  American  flag,  he 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  committed  a  high  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  you  would,  I  think,  be  justified  in  arresting  and  sending  him  home 
for  trial. 

Bat,  again,  I  advise  you  to  be  cautious  in  this  matter;  and  I  am  clearly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  you  should  be  guided  by  the  suggestions  which  you  will  find  in  my  dispatch 
above  alluded  to. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

Aug.  S.  Hanabero,  Esq., 

U.  S,  Consul  at  CartKagena,  United  States  of  Colombia, 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  13,  1867. 

Sib:  Dispatches  have  been  received  from  the  minister  resident  and 
from  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  the  republic  of  Oolombia.  From 
these  dispatches  it  appears  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia  has  dissolved  the  national  congress  and  proclaimed  the  republic 
to  be  in  a  condition  of  civil  war.  Civil  war  is  here  understood  to  be 
actually  existing  in  that  country.  Official  information  has  been  received 
that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Panama,  one  of  the  constituent  States 
of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  are  actually  levying  and  demanding  extraor- 
dinary taxes  from  the  citizens  of  that  State,  including  all  domiciled  United 
States  citizens,  with  the  acknowledged  purpose  of  using  the  revenues 
thus  obtained  in  carrying  on  war  ag^nst  the  hitherto  recognized  author- 
ities of  the  federal  government  of  that  republic.  The  department  is  fur- 
ther advised  that  not  only  are  such  taxes  demanded,  but  the  payment 
thereof,  although  they  are  levied  for  a  future  period^  is  required  in 
advance.  United  States  citizens  who  are  menanced  with  this  extraor- 
dinary taxation  have  applied  to  this  goverment  for  protection  a  gainst 
the  same. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  domiciled  in  th^  State  of  Panama  and 
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within  the  republic  of  Colombia  have  no  lawful  exemption  from  ordinary 
and  equal  taxes  which  are  levied  in  a  constitutional  manner  and  for  con- 
stitutional puri>08e8  by  tlie  authorities  of  the  federal  or  State  govern- 
ment, of  that  country.  It  is  by  no  means  clear,  however,  that  such  domi- 
ciled United  States  citizens  can  legally  or  justly  be  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  extraordinary  taxes  or  contributions  tothe  government  of  a  state 
for  the  purpose  of  resisting,  and,  as  it  would  now  seem,  absolutely  over- 
throwing the  federal  union  of  Colombia,  to  which  government  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  guarantee  a  constitutional  control,  regulated  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  of  the  international  railroad  transit  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  At  the  same  time  the  civil  war  which  has  b^n 
proclaimed  in  Colombia  is  manifestly  imperfectly  developed,  at  least  is 
ver>'  imperfectly  understood  here. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  desires  to  maintain  peaceful 
relations  with  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  Moreover,  the  United 
States  do  not  desire  to  embarrass  the  independent  action  of  that  repub- 
lic by  recognizing  jirematurely  or  unnecessarily  any  belligerent  parties 
or  powers  there.  On  the  other  hand,  the  United  States  are  not  now 
prepared  to  admit  that  the  complaints  of  the  United  States  citizens  in 
Panama  before  mentioned  are  without  just  foundation  in  the  treaty 
which  exists  between  the  two  countries,  the  constitution  of  Colombia, 
and  the  law  of  nations.  The  voluntary  payment  of  taxes  to  the  State 
of  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  republic  of 
Colombia  might  embarrass  the  United  States  in  the  fulfillment  of  their 
treaty  obligations  to*  the  republic  of  Colombia,  while  it  would  seem 
likely  to  compromise  the  just  claims  of  those  citizens  upon  that  republic 
for  protection  and  redress. 

For  the  present,  therefore,  and  until  further  direction  shall  be  given 
by  this  department.  United  States  citizens  resident  in  the  State  of  Pan- 
ama may  decline  to  pay  such  taxes  and  contributions  as  are  above  de- 
scribed, except  under  protest.  If  payment  shall  be  forced  by  the  author- 
ities of  Panama,  they  will  tile  their  protests  with  the  United  States  consuls, 
by  whom  such  protests  will  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  minister 
resident  of  the  United  States,  if  he  is  conveniently  accessible;  and  if  not 
accessible,  then  directly  to  this  department. 

When  the  character  of  the  contlict  shall  be  more  fully  known  the  deter- 
mination of  this  government  upon  the  questions  submitted  to  it  will  be 
promptly  made,  and  such  proceedings  will  in  any  case  be  adopted  as  shall 
conform  to  treaty  obligations,  while  they  shall  fully  protect  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  their  just  and  lawful  rights. 

Only  such  blockades  as  shall  be  duly  proclaimed  and  maintained  by 
adequate  force,  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations,  wiU  be  observed  and 
re8[)ected  by  the  United  States.  The  naval  authorities  of  the  United 
States  in  the  waters  of  Colombia  will  be  expected  to  exercise  vigilauce 
during  the  continuance  of  the  civil  war,  conterring  with  the  minister 
resident  in  preventing  any  obstruction  of  the  inter-oceanic  transit,  or  any 
unlawful  violence  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  minister  and  the  consuls  will  make  the  contents  of  this  dispatch 
known  to  the  federal  and  state  authorities  of  Columbia.  A  copy  of  the 
same  has  been  delivered  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from  tJiat  repub- 
lic residing  at  Washington. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Petee  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  <feo.,  ife?.,  d^c. 

[Same  to  all  the  consuls  and  consular  agents  of  the  United  States  in 
the  republic  of  Colombia.] 
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Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Baranquilla,  June  29, 1867. 
Sib:  #•••#  •  •• 

President  Mosquera  has  fallen,  and  is  now  a  close  prisoner  at  Bogota, 
in  the  hands  of  the  conservatives,  who  now  rule  all  this  country  (except 
the  State  of  Bolivar,  on  the  sea  coast,)  according  to  its  constitution  and 
laws.  General  Lopez,  Mosquera's  secretary  of  war,  aided  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  still  holds  all  the  sea-coast  of  Colombia, 
except  the  port  of  Santa  Martha,  which  he  has  blockaded  with  but  an 
occasional  visit  of  the  steamer  Colombia,  the  only  war  vessel  under  his 
command,  and  it  is  not  yet  known  whether  he  will  yield  to  the  powers 
that  be,  or  war  against  them.  He  is  working  very  hard  to  procure  the 
release  of  the  steamer  Rayo,  and,  should  he  succeed,  of  which  there  is 
bat  little  chance,  he  will  prolong  this  war  for  selfish  ends.  On  the  22d 
instant  his  soldiers  here  had  a  sectional  fight  among  themselves,  and 
many  of  them  are  reported  to  have  been  killed  or  wounded,  and  many 
more  of  them  to  have  deserted. 

On  the  15th  instant  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Bolivar  met  at  Carthagena  to  decide  whether  this  State  should 
acknowledge  the  unanimous  action  of  the  other  eight  States  of  Colombia, 
or  make  war  against  them :  and,  as  this  legislature  is  supposed  to  be 
equally  divided  on  the  subject,  it  is  impossible  to  judge  in  advance  of  its 
action.  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  of  these 
unforeseen  difficulties  that  environ  me;  but  of  one  thing  you  may  rest 
assured,  that  I  shall  not  give  either  of  the  contending  parties  here  any 
just  cause  of  comx)laint  against  the  United  States  or  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  profound  regard,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

PETEE  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No  10.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Baranquillaj  June  30,  1867. 
Snt :  Since  my  dispatch  to  you  of  yesterday,  (No.  9,)  Baranquilla  has 
been  unexpectedly  captured  by  General  Riasco,  commanding  the  con- 
servatives of  the  State  of  Magdalena.  He  was  received  with  unfeigned 
joy  by  almost  every  person  here.  He  starts  up  the  Magdalena  River 
this  evening,  and  will  open  the  way  to  Bogota,  heretofore  obstructed  by 

the  Mosquera-Lopez  party. 

•  •••••  ••  • 

I  shall  go  up  the  river  this  evening,  per  Hondd,  and  thence  to  Bogota 

as  soon  as  i>088ible. 

•  ••••••  #• 
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.  The  American  officers  of  the  celebrated  war  steamer  Rayo  have  left 
her,  and  after  having  endeavored,  but  in  vain,  to  carry  off  the  block- 
ading war  steamer  Colombia,  which  grounded,  they  betook  themselves  to 
the  schooner  lately  captured  by  the  Colombia,  and  are  said  to  have  made 

their  way  to  Santa  Martha  to  join  the  conservatives,  • 

•  •••  ••••# 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEE  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

tSecretury  of  IState^  Washingtonj  D,  C. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Near  Bogota,  July  6,  1867. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
June  13th,  (No.  4,)  on  the  subject  of  the  rights  and  obligations  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  i^esiding  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •*• 

Tlie  war  in  this  country  is  still  unabated,  and  nothing  new  has  trans- 
pired here  since  my  dispatch  to  you  of  June  30th,  (No.  10,)  except  the 
defeat  of  General  Riasco's  forces  by  General  Mendoza,  on  the  MagdA- 
lena  Kiver,  about  sixty  miles  above  Baranquilla.  But  this  will  not  pre- 
serve the  little  band  of  irresponsible  triflers  who  pretend  to  sustain  the 
fallen  cause  of  General  ^losquera  from  the  ine\itable  overthrow  and 
punishment  that  await  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Martin, 

No.  15.]  Legation  of  toe  United  States  of  America, 

Xear  Bogota^  U,  8,  of  Colombia,  Jul^  6, 1867. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith^  a  copy  of  instructions  addrewed 
to  me  on  June  13th,  1867,  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stat« 
of  America,  on  the  subject  of  the  obligations  and  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stat«» 
of  America  residing  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

I  beg  leave  to  entreat  your  exceUency  to  receive  with  favor  the  wisdom  and  good 
intentions  towards  your  Country  whieh  the  said  instructions  imparts. 

And  believe  me  to  be,  with  distinguished  consideration,  your  excellency's  most  ob^ 
dient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIVA5. 

His  ExceUency  Don  Carlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  BelatioMy  U,  S,  C. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No.  5.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtonj  July  6, 1867. 
Sib:  Your  dispatch  No.  6,  from  Baranquilla,  of  the  29tb  of  May  last, 
relative  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  claiming  to  have  been  earned, 
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against  tlioir  consent,  to  Carthagrena  in  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  or  Kayo,  has 
been  received.  It  seems  that,  throngh  the  pronjpt  and  energetic  pro- 
ceedings of  A.  S.  Hanaberg,  esqnire.  United  States  cofesul  at  Cartha- 
gena,  supported  by  the  firmness  and  prudence  of  Commander  Foster,  of 
the  Osceola,  thirteen  of  the  men  were  released,  but  without  the  payment 
of  the  wages  due  to  them.  The  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  shipment 
of  these  men  at  New  York  seems  to  have  been  irregular,  and  if  the  Co- 
lombian authorities  were  cognizant  of  them,  they  would  afford  ground 
for  comphiint  against  that  government.  You  will  accordingly  ask  for 
explanations  from  that  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cfec.,  dkc.y  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No.  6.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  5,  1867. 

Sir  :  A  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  June  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Rice, 

in  which  he  refers  to   the  question  of  extraordinary  taxation  by  the 

State  of  Panama,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  civil  war  in  Colombia. 

The  character  of  that  war  and  the  situation  of  the  beligerents  still 

remain  very  obscure,  so  far  as  information  has  reached  this  government. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to  my  circular  dispatch  of  the  13th  of 

Jane,  and  to  inform  you  that  at  present  the  views  therein  expressed 

have  undergone  no  change. 

I  am,  sir,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  &c.^  cfcc,  &c. 
(Same  to  F.  W.  Rice,  esq..  United  States  Consul  at  Aspinwall.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No  7.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  6,  1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  29th 
of  May,  ^o  6,  which  was  written  at  Baranquilla. 

The  way  of  civil  war  is  precarious  and  uncertain.  It  is  practically 
impossible  for  us,  at  so  great  a  distance,  to  apprehend  the  exact  condition 
of  the  political  conflict  which  has  recently  broken  out  in  the  United  States 
of  Colombia.  We  earnestly  desire  that  order,  repose,  and  peace  may 
prevail  in  that  country';  but  its  condition,  nevertheless,  depends  little 
upon  our  wishes,  and,  on  the  contrary,  chiefly,  depends  upon  the  practical 
wisdom  of  the  people  of  Colombia. 

We  do  not  desire  to  recognize  political  changes  unnecessarily  or  pre- 
maturely, while  at  the  same  time  we  are  well  aware  that  changes  are 
likely  to  occur  which  may  force  themselves  upon  the  attention  of  foreign 
and  friendly  states. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  I  think  it  proper  to  give  you  a  word 
of  caution  not  to  commit  yourself  by  formally  recognizing  any  constitu- 
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tional  cban<?e  of  government  until  you  shall  have  referred  tbe  subject  to 
tbis  dei)artment  for  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No.  8.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  IG,  1867. 

Sir:  I  bave  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  dispatcb  of  tbe  7th 
ultimo,  inclosing  copies  of  tbe  correspondence  between  yourself  and 
our  consul  at  Cartbagena  in  relation  to  tbe  steamer  Rayo,  formerly  the 
R.  R.  Cuyler. 

Tbis  government  having  been  informed  by  General  Salgar,  min- 
ister, &c.,  of  tbe  United  States  of  Colombia,  that  bis  government 
bad  entered  into  a  contract  for  tbe  purchase  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler, 
to  be  delivered  at  one  of  tbe  ports  of  Colombia,  and  the  bond  author* 
ized  to  be  required  by  the  neutrality  act,  that  the  vessel  should  not  be 
employed  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  tbe  subjects,  citizens, 
or  property  of  any  state  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  i>eace,  hav- 
ing been  duly  executed,  she  was  permitted  to  sail  upon  her  voyage,  in 
the  expectation  that  she  would  become  a  public  armed  vessel  of  tbe 
United  States  of  Colombia.  It  is  understood  that  the  delivery  was 
completed  in  one  of  the  harbors  of  that  republic,  and  that  she  has  since 
borne  tbe  Colombian  ilag.  She  will  therefore  not  be  recognized  as  an 
American  vessel  until  she  shall  obtain  a  new  register  in  tbe  United 
States  as  the  property  of  some  of  our  citizens. 

Those  of  her  officers  and  crew  who  were  citizens  of  tbe  United  States 
bave  not  forfeited  that  character  by  tbe  mere  circumstance  of  taking 
service  under  tbe  United  States  of  Colombia,  though  so  long  as  they 
remain  in  that  ser\ice  they  must  content  themselves  with  such  protec- 
tion as  it  affords. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  12.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  Angmt  1%  1867. 

Sir:  On  the  15tb  of  April  last  I  left  my  residence  in  Ohio  for  my  post, 
and  after  a  journey  of  ninety-eight  days,  the  time  actually  and  necessa- 
rily occupied  in  proceeding  from  my  said  place  of  residence  to  my  desti- 
nation, I  arrived  in  tbis  city,  witb  tbe  full  approbation  of  both  parties  in 
this  country,  on  the  22d  of  July  last,  and  entered  upon  the  disdiarge 
of  my  official  duties  the  next  day. 
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On  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  old  congress  in  session,  and  a  regularly 
organized  government  established,  with  General  Santos  Acosta,  the 
second  designado  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  at  its  head. 

Inclosure  A  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and 
foreign  relations,  announcing  my  arrival  and  missioii :  B  is  a  translation 
of  his  reply.  C,  D — the  "Diario  Official,''  (a  translation  of  which  I  also 
inclose  you,) — ^contains  an  account  of  the  splendid  civil  and  military 
welcome  which  I  received,  my  address,  and  the  President's  reply,  on  the 
occasion  of  my  being  officially  presented  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  for- 
eign relations  on  the  25th  of  July.  It  is  generally  admitted  by  all  who 
were  present  that  this  reception  was  one  of  the  grandest  ever  accorded  to 
the  representative  of  any  foreign  government  in  this  country. 

The  present  government  has  been  promptly  and  fully  recognized  by 
all  the  representatives  of  foreign  governments  here;  by  all  the  States  in 
the  union  but  Bohvar.  It  is  destined  to  become  popular,  and,  I  hope, 
permanent.  It  is  composed  of  the  best  men  in  the  liberal  party,  and  is 
warmly  supported  by  the  powerful  conservatives. 

Congress  has  declared  war  against  the  State  of  Bolivar,  and  has  author- 
ized the  President  to  call  out  as  many  troops  as  he  may  deem  proper  to 
suppress  the  existing  rebellion  in  that  State;  and  for  that  purpose  the 
government  will  in  a  few  days  send  3,000  troops  to  the  coast. 

General  Mosquera  has,  as  I  predicted  in  my  dispatch  No  4,  of  May  24th, 
fallen  a  sad  victim  to  his  insatiable  thirst  for  dictatorial  power.  He  is 
still  in  jail.  On  the  1st  instant  he  addressed  a  letter  (E)  to  both  houses 
of  congress,  resigning  the  presidency  of  the  republic.  This  will  not  now 
be  accepted,  and  he  will  be  tried  for  treason,  either  by  this  or  the  next 
congress. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  this  dispatch  I  learned,  as  a  fact,  that 
the  officer  and  guards  over  the  penitentiary  in  this  city,  bribed  by 
Mosquera's  partizans,  had  run  off  with  all  the  convicts,  with  the  view 
to  rise  against  the  government  and  release  Mosquera  by  force;  and  that 
one  or  two  other  outbreaks  between  here  and  Hond4  had  taken  place; 
but  all  have  been  promptly  and  efficiently  checked  and  baffled  by  the 
fidelity  of  the  government  troops.  Some  of  these  would-be  liberators 
have  been  caught,  and  are  now  in  safe  keeping. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

PETEK  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevabd, 

/Secretary  of  State j  Washington j  Z>.  0. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  SeSlor  Martin, 

Legation  of  the  Uniued  States  of  America, 

Bogota f  United  States  of  Colombiaj  July  23,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  duly  commissioned  as  minister 
resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  United  States  of  Colombia;  to  inclose 
to  you  an  office  copy  of  my  credentials ;  and  to  solicit,  through  your  good  offices,  an 
audience  with  the  President  at  as  early  and  convenient  a  moment  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
His  Excellency  Don  Carlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations^  U,  8,  C, 
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^. 

Mr,  Martin  to  Mr.  Sullivan, 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  the  Interior  anv  Foreign  Relations, 

lioQota,  Jmlff  24,  1867. 

Tlie  nncloraigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  ^e  United  Statue 
of  Colombia,  luis  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  very  attentive  communication  dat<fd 
vestenlay,  which  Mr.  Peter  J.  SnUivan  was  pleased  to  address  him  with  a  view  to  inform 
him  that  he  has  l)een  appointed  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  Amerifn, 
near  the  Colombian  govemment,  and  hand  him  an  official  copy  of  his  credentials, 
soliciting,  also,  an  audience  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic. 

The  undersigned,  ailcr  having  acquainted  the  first  magistrate  of  the  nation  with  the 
communication  to  which  he  has  the  honor  to  reply,  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  Mr.  Sul- 
livan that  to-morrow,  Julv  25th,  he  will  be  received  in  public  audience  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Colombia,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  government  bouse  ;  for  which 
puri>o8e  the  chief  clerk  of  this  department  of  state  will  duly  present  himself  at  Mr. 
Sullivan's  place  of  residence,  in  order  that  on  the  way  to  the  government  house  he  may 
accompany  him  to  the  office  of  the  undersigned,  in  which  he  will  have  the  sati^action 
of  renewing  to  Mr.  Sullivan  the  assurances  of  the  very  distinguished  consideration 
which  he  now  has  the  pleasure  to  present  him. 

CARLOS  MAETIN. 


Eenmrks  of  General  Peter  J,  SuJUvan,  the  American  minietcr^  on  pre$enHng  his  credenHaU  to 
the  President  of  the  United  8t€Ues  of  Colombia, 

Mr.  President:  In  presenting  to  your  excellency  my  credentials  as  minister  resident 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  United  States  oif  Colombia,  Ibeg  leave  to  assore 
you  that  the  President  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  are  impressed  with 
the  deej)e8t,  the  most  hearttelt  desire  to  cultivate  and  ever  cherish  the  most  frien^y 
relatiouH  with  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  to  see 
your  peojjle  united,  prosperous,  and  happy. 

In  the  country  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  energies  of  man  have  their 
full  scope ;  reason,  unshacklcMl,  maintains  a  controlling  sway ;  and  virtue  and  braveiy, 
presiding  over  the  breast  of  each  freeman,  leads  him,  when  his  country  is  in  circnm- 
stances  of  difficulty  and  danger,  to  the  performance  of  those  deeds  which  renders  him 
not  only  honored  whUe  living  but  revered  when  dead. 

And  you,  Colombians,  like  your  North  American  friends,  have  given  to  the  world  the 
bright  example  ^f  what  true  patriotism  and  love  of  country  can  suffer  and  sacrifice  for 
national  liberty  and  constitutional  government.  Your  devotion  to  the  cause  of  haman 
freedom,  based  on  the  rights  of  man,  is  well  known  and  appreciated  in  the  country  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I  shall  make  it  my  study  and  aim  to  cany 
out  the  views  of  my  government,  and  to  merit  yotir  ^probation  and  esteem. 

And  now,  sir,  with  these  sentiments,  I  offer  you  my  hand,  and  with  it  the  l>est  wishes 
of  a  heart  that  glows  with  sincere  friendship  towaid  you  personally,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  which  you  are  the  head. 


D. 

[Truulation.] 

Answer  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  the  discourse  of  Mr,  Peter  J,  */ 
livany  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Minister  : 
of  the  Unitetl  J 

to  hear  you  say,  in  the  name  of  your  enlightened  government,  and  in  that  of  the  great 
nation  to  which  you  belong,  as  well  as  of  yourself,  who  is  one  of  its  distinguished  citi- 
zens, that  you  have  the  greatest  desire  to,  cultivate  and  "maintain  the  most  cordial  and 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  governments  and  nations,  and  to  see  this  nation  in 
the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  prosi>erity. 


ER :  Upon  receiving  the  credentials  which  constitute  you  minister  resident 
I  States  of  America,  in  the  Colombian  Union,  1  have  had  the  satisfaction 
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Allow  me,  general,  to  observe  to  yon,  with  the  view  to  yonr  commnnicating  the  same 
to  yonr  government,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  Colombian  nation,  of  which  the  present 
goTemment  believes  itself  to  be  the  faithfiil  interpreter,  correspond  in  the  siucerest  and 
most  ample  manner  to  your  benevolent  expressions. 

The  American  government,  which  has  given  to  the  world  a  great  example  of  tlie 
power  of  democratical  rnstituions  when  firmly  rooted  in  societies  such  as  yours,  labori- 
ousj  honest,  and  worthy,  has  demonstrated  that  the  republican  form  of  govenmient  is 
an  indestructible  fact,  and  thereby  afibrded  hopefulness  and  strength  to  the  Spanish 
American  nations  of  the  land  of  Columbus,  and  that  the  said  form  of  government  is  the 
one  which  is  suited  to  our  land. 

To  obtain  such  a  form  of  government  our  re^tpective  endeavors  in  favor  of  liberty  and 
law  have  been  great ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  admire  your  nation,  and  endeavor, 
by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  to  preserve  the  said  benevolent  relations. 

The  arrival  in  the  country  of  such  a  representative  as  you  are  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment is  most  grateful  to  my  government,  and  the  latter  on  its  part  will  make  every 
efibrt  to  correspond  to  your  desires. 

I  have  heard,  general,  the  opinion  you  express  of  the  political  character  of  my  fellow - 
citizens,  and  I  accept  the  flattering  words  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  direct  to 
me.  I  feel  myself  honored  in  corresponding,  as  I  do  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  to  your 
friendly  sentiments. 

BemarJcs  of  the  Official  Gazette. 
[TraDBlation.] 

Subsequently  the  President  presented  to  the  minister  the  public  functionaries  who  were 
present,  and  stated  that  the  secretary  of  war,  by  reason  of  sickness,  had  been  deprived 
of  the  honor  of  being  nresent  at  his  reception. 

A  cordial  and  friendly  conversation  was  entered  into  after  the  presention,  and  the 
minister  left  the  government  house,  accompanied  by  the  sub-secretary  of  the  interior 
and  foreign  affairs,  after  receiving  the  honors  due  to  his  high  diplomatic  and  military 
rank. 


E. 

[Translation.] 
Se9ignatum  qf  QeneraX  Mosquera. 

CmzEN  Senators  and  Representatives  :  T.  C.  de  Mosquera,  grand  general  of  the 
Union,  and  constitutional  President  of  the  same,  presents  to  you  the  formal  and  definite 
resignation  of  the  chief  magistracy  to  which  he  was  called,  while  absent  from  the 
country,  by  the  spontaneous  wishes  of  the  people. 

The  political  occurrences  that  have  taken  place  in  the  republic  since  it  was  inaug- 
urated last  year,  up  to  the  23d  of  May  last,  are  well  known  to  you;  citizens,  senators, 
and  representatives ;  deprived  on  that  day,  by  force,  of  the  exercise  of  my  functions  as 
President  of  the  Union,  I  consider  that  by  that  act,  new  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
my  public  life,  which  for  more  than  half  a  century  has  been  consecrated  to  the  loyal, 
•onshint,  and  disinterested  services  of  my  countrj*,  has  terminated. 

Since  the  accomplishment  of  the  acts  of  the  23d  of  May,  I  would  wish  that  my  name 
may  not  serve  as  a  source  of  civil  discord,  nor  a  motive  for  war.  The  violent  manner  in 
which  I  was  deprived  of  my  liberty,  and  the  exercise  of  my  constituticmal  functions 
in  consequence,  I  immediately  hafltened  to  resign  before  the  supreme  federal  court  the 
office  of  President  of  the  renublic.  The  incommunication  in  wnich  I  was  kept  obliged 
me  to  send  my  resignation  tlirongh  the  present  acting  head  of  the  nation.  General  Santos 
Acosta,  for  motives  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  here  has  pleased  to  give  due 
course  to  it. 

Now  that  you  are  in  session,  I  formally  reiterate  it,  as  a  gift  which  I  offer  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  republic,  and  as  another  element  which  I  put  forward  toward  the  great 
work  of  conciliation  to  the  Colombians. 

As  for  the  rest,  I  am  ready  to  appear  before  the  senate  of  the  republic  to  answer  for 
my  official  conduct,  and  to  defend  there,  and  afterwards  before  the  whole  country,  the 
act«  of  my  administration,  all  of  them  tending  to  secure  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and 
independence  of  Colombia,  and  to  foment  the  progress,  .the  improvement,  ana  civUizar 
tion  of  the  republic. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 

Bogota,  Ax^guat  1, 1867. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota  J  August  12,  1867. 
Sib:   •••••• 

The  decree  of  General  Mosquera,  dated  November  17, 1866,  upon  the 
adjudication  of  maritime  prizes,  and  against  which  you  have  protected, 
was,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  annulled  by  decree  of  the  President  of  Colombia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIYAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtofiy  D.  C. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  August  12, 1867. 

Sib  :  On  the  Ist  instant  I  held  a  long  conference  with  Sefior  Doctor 
Carlos  Martini,  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  relative  to  the  troubles  which  beset  his  country,  especially  the 
overthrow  and  imprisonment  of  President  Mosquera.  "  His  excellency 
then  detailed  to  me  the  history  of.  his  country's  wrongs,  a  minute  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A ;  and  at  the  same  time  the 
honorable  secretary  furnished  me  with  the  following  documents,  with 
the  request  that  I  would  lay  them  before  my  government,  for  its  impar- 
tial judgment  on  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat,  viz : 

G,  is  copy  of  his  letter  accompanying  them ; 

H,  is  my  reply ; 

B,  the  secret  treaty  of  Greneral  Mosquera  and  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment, aiming  at  a  southern  confederacy,  prejudicial  to  the  growth  and 
influence  of  the  United  States ; 

C,  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Colombian  congress,  April  29, 
1867,  relative  to  the  war  steamer  Rayo ; 

E,  a  note  of  the  said  Senor  Martini  to  the  Peruvian  minister,  July 
5,  1867,  denying  the  validity  of  this  secret  treaty,  and  repudiating  it ; 

F,  a  memorandum  of  the  laws  defining  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
President  and  congress  of  Colombia. 

J,  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  the  commander  of  any  United  States 
war  ship  at  Colon,  or  Carthagena,  to  keep  surveillance  over  the  steamer 
Rayo  until  the  opinion  of  our  government  is  known  on  the  subject. 
Each  and  all  of  these  documents  explain  themselves. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIYAI^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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G. 

Senor  Martin  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

[TrADslation.] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
AND  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogotaf  August  7 f  1867, 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  has  the 
lioiiur  t<»  {iddress  the  honorable  General  Peter  J.  Sullivan,  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  remit  him  the  inclosed  documents  which  he  offered  him  in 
the  conference  which  he  held  with  his  excellency  on  the  first  of  the  present  mouth,  and 
which  are  as  follows  : 

First  The  letter  A,  being  each  a  protocol  of  the  above  mentioned  conference.  His 
excellency  will  jdease  return  to  this  department,  duly  signed,  one  of  these  two  docu- 
ments, should  he  iind  the  protocols  correct. 

iiecond.  The  two  documents  marked  with  the  letter  B,  in  which  will  be  found  the 
secret  ctmveution  of  the  28th  of  August,  1866,  in  -Spanish  as  well  as  in  English,  and 
which  are,  like  the  following  documents,  for  his  excellency  to  retain  in  his  possession. 

T'hird.  A  document  marked  with  the  letter  C,  containing  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  29th  April  last,  relative  to  the  war  steamer  Kayo, 
and  a  translation  in  the  English  of  those  resolutions. 

Fourth.  A  document  marked  with  the  letter  D,  being  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
protocol  translated  into  the  English  language. 

Fifth.  Tlie  document  marked  with  the  letter  E,  containing  a  translation  in  the  Eng- 
lish lauguage  of  the  note  addressed  under  date  of  5th  of  July  last  to  the  Peruvian 
minister,  denying  the  validity  of  the  secret  convention  in  the  Diario  Oticial  No.  792, 
of  which  inclosed  is  a  cox)y  duly  authenticated,  will  be  found  inserted  the  above  note, 
in  Spanish. 

Sixth.  A  memorandum  F,  of  the  constitutional  laws  (disposicionas)  that  determine 
where  the  party  making  power  resides,  giving  them  due  validity  in  the  United  States 
of  Colombia. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  Hon.  Mr!  Sullivan  the  assurances  of  his  very  distin- 
pruished  consideration. 

CARLOS  ^lARTIN. 


A. 

Minute  of  a  conference  hettceen  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
tStaie^  of  Colombia  and  the  honorable  General  Peter  J.  SullivaUf  minister  resident  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1867. 

The  honorable  General  Peter  J.  Sullivan,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  having  been  previously  invited  to  a  conference  with  the  secretary  of  the  iute- 
ri<»r  and  foreign  relations,  repaired  to  the  office  of  the  said  department  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

To  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  honorable  minister  and  above-mentioned 
secretary,  Mr.  Eustachio  de  la  Torre  Narvaez,  assistant  secretary  of  the  department  of 
state,  gjive  his  services  as  interpreter.  The  secrttary  explained,  in  the  name  of  the 
Colombian  government,  that  the  present  appointment  which  had  been  made  with  the 
honorable  minister,  was  with  the  view  of  informing  him  fully  with  an  important  affair 
in  wliich  the  Ameiican  government  is  concerned,  although  it  be  in  an  indirect  manner. 

That  the  government  of  Colombia,  with  a  high  appreciation  of  the  relati<ms  which 
unite  it  with  that  of  the  American  Union,  and  tlieir  preservation  upon  the  footing  of  a 
perfect  intelligence  and  cordiality,  considers  that  the  means  of  maintaining  and  assur- 
ing the  same  relations  is  to  proceed  with  most  i>erfect  honor,  loyalty  and  frankness  as 
regards  the  American  government,  and  that,  in  accordance  with  the  said  line  of  con- 
duct, the  Colombian  government,  through  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  lost  no 
time  in  addressing  the  honorable  minister  with  reference  to  the  secret  convention  of 
August  28,  1866,  entere<l  into  by  the  Colombian  cabinet  of  General  Mosquera  by 
means  of  his  plenipotentiaries.  Messieurs  Froilan  Largacha  and  Rudecindo  Lopez,  witu 
the  government  (»t  the  Peruvian  republic,  represented  by  her  envoy  extraordinarj'  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  in  Bogota,  Don  Manuel  Freyre,  as  well  as  regarding  the  effects 
which  the  said  secret  convention  would  have  i)roduced  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

The  honoraVde  General  Sullivan  stated  in  reply,  and  in  the  name  of  the  American 
government,  the  pleasure  caused  them  by  so  honorable  and  loysd  a  proceeding  on  the 
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part  of  the  present  Colombian  g^vemmeiit  in  re8i)ect  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  a  proceeding  which  he  lo8t  ai»  time  in  acknowled^n;;. 

And  the  secretary,  before  entering  upon  tlie  subject,  and  in  the  act  of  offering  to  the 
honorable  American  minister  the  authentic  oofip  of  the  secret  convention,  which  has 
been  prepared  for  the  purpose,  requested  the  aaaistant  secretary  to  translate  into 
English  tiie  said  convention  in  a  perfect  and  literal  is^ttuer,  in  order  that  the  honor- 
able minister  might  have  an  immediate  and  correct  knawledge  tliereof ;  a  eircom- 
stance  which  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  conferenco. 

The  honorable  General  Sullivan,  having  inquired  of  the  secreta^  concerning  the 
constitutionahty  and  validity  of  the  said  secret  convention,  the  differeni  enactments  of 
the  Colombian  constitution  contrary  t^  the  entering  into  such  acts  on  the  part  of  the 
President  of  Colombia,  without  the  intervention  and  legal  appr(»bation  havine  been 
given  them  by  the  legislative  bo<ly,  were  laid  before  him.  A  memorandum  of  them 
enactments  accompanies  the  present  minute.  And  the  secretary  addeil  that  the  Colom- 
bian government  had  refused  to  recognize  the  secret  treaty  on  the  5th  of  July  nltinio, 
by  reason  of  its  unconstitutionality,  principally  on  account  of  its  not  having  been 
approved  by  the  Colombian  congress,  as  was  stated  to  the  Peruvian  minister  in  a  note 
of  the  above  mentioned  date,  which  was  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  No.  972,  an 
authentic  transhition  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  The  secretary  tln»n  making  a  ref- 
erence to  the  subject  in  it«  bearings  upon  the  American  government,  said:  "Theabovc^ 
mentioned  secret  convention,  enteped  into  without  instructions  from  the  senate  by 
General  F.  C.  de  Mosquera,  as  President  of  the  republic,  in  acconlance  witli  its  Grk 
article,  was  to  produce  certain  effects  in  tlie  United  States  of  America,  and  General  Mo»- 
quera's  a<lmiuistration,  as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  understand  the  matter,  pn)- 
posed  to  carry  it  into  effect  in  New  York,  by  means  of  a  special  agent,  in  acconlance 
with  express  instnictions,  and  not  through  General  Salgar,  who  was  at  that  time  Colom- 
bian minister  at  Washington." 

Notwithstanding  this.  General  Salgar,  upon  the  application  of  the  Peruvian  minister 
in  the  said  city,  in  consideration  of  an  authentic  copy  of  the  convention,  which  was 
laid  before  him  by  the  said  minister,  and  without  having  as  yet  received  any  corre- 
sponding instructions,  proceeded  in  conjunction  of  Sefior  Barreda,  Penivian  minister  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  purchase  for  Colombia,  with  Peruvian  funds,  the  war 
steamer  called  at  present  Rayo,  and  formerly  the  R.  R.  Cuyler.  The  captain  ot 
the  Rayo  received  from  Geileral  Salgar  an  order  to  sail  the  ship  of  war  to  the 
Colombian  ])ort  of  Santa  Martha,  but  whe;i  he  was  about  to  comply  with  the  said 
order  she  wa«  detained  in  the  bay  of  New  lork,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made 
to  the  American  government  by  Spanish  agents.  By  reason  of  this  detention  General 
Salgar  addressed  the  Department  of  State  soliciting  the  release  of  the  vessel,  as  be- 
longing to  the  Colombian  government.  Mr.  Seward,  on  the  13th  of  February  last,  said 
to  General  Salgar  that,  after  having  consulted  the  Attorney  General,  it  had  been  re- 
solved to  allow  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  to  depart,  which  the  said  vessel  did  on  the  25th  of 
the  same  month  of  February*  last. 

The  vessel  arrived  at  Santa  Martha,  where  it  was  to  be  delivered,  in  order  to  receive 
the  documents  of  nationality  to  be  issue<l  by  the  Colombian  government,  as  was 
accordingly  done  by  the  administration  of  General  Mosquera. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  affair  when  the  event  occurred  which  was  ushered  in 
by  the  29th  of  April  last.  The  chamber  of  representatives  having  received  information 
of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Rayo  upon  the  coast  of  Colombia,  and  having  the  right 
to  interfere  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  applied  to  the  executive  power  for  an 
explanation  thereof,  not  deeming  true  the  assertion  made  by  General  Mosquera,  a  few 
davs  before,  that  the  said  vessel  was  his  private  property.  The  executive  power  having 
refuse<l  the  desired  explanations,  the  chamber  approved  certain  resolutiona,  irritated 
General  Mosquera,  and  then,  on  the  said  29th  of  April,  he  dissolved  the  congreca,  im- 
prisoned some  of  the  senators  and  reiiresentatives,  and  the  President  of  the  State  of 
Cundinamarca  separated  the  city  of  Bogota  from  the  t-erritory  of  the  said  State,  erect- 
ing a  federal  district,  ap^join ted  judges,  &c.,  disavowed,  finally,  the  constitution  of  the 
republic,  and  exercised  a  dictatorial  power. 

The  foregoing  acts  of  General  Mosquera  were  followed  by  his  disavowal  as  tmch 
President  on  the  part  of  the  army  stationed  on  the  capital  of  the  republic,  and  of  all 
the  towns  of  the  country  wherever  they  could  act  with  liberty. 

General  Santos  Acosta,  the  second  substitute,  elected  with  an  almost  entire  nnanl- 
mity  by  the  congress  for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  power,  the  president  of  the  said 
congress.  President  of  the  State  of  Boyac^  and  general-in-chief  of  the  army,  aassamed. 
under  the  constitution,  on  the  23d  of  last  May,  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  in  the  pree- 
ence  of  the  supreme  federal  court,  re-establised  the  empire  of  the  constitution  and  law 
in  all  the  territory  of  the  republic,  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  in 
which  then  existed  a  division  of  the  national  troops  under  the  orders  of  the  ex-Geoenl 
Rudecindo  Lop^z,  an  officer  of  the  dictatorial  government ;  convoked  the  coiim« 
which  had  beeoi  violently  dissolved  by  the  dictator,  was  recognized  aa  Preaideat  <»  the 
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ITnion  by  the  representatives  of  friendly  governments  residing  in  the  capital,  and  by 
the  said  uutiunal  cougress. 

The  present  ffovcnmieut  of  Colombia,  on  becoming  acquainted  with  the  secret  con- 
vention, and  ot  the  effects  which  it  had  produced,  would  have  dispatched  a  diplomatic 
agent  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  order  to  lay  all  these  facts  before  the  govern- 
ment of  the  said  States,  but  for  the  knowledge  which  it  had  obtained  of  the  speedy 
arrival  in  the  capital  of  the  worthy  representative  of  the  said  government,  to  whom 
the  s<jcretary  hjis  lia<l  the  honor  of  presenting  this  frank  explanation. 

The  Colombian  government,  after  the  occurrences  «above  referred  to,  has  considered 
tliat  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  of  war  Rayo  out  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  might,  under 
ct^rtain  circumstances,  Jippear  to  furnish  motives  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican government,  from  the  moment  in  which  the  said  vessel  has  ceased  to  figure  as  the 
X>roperty  of  the  Colombian  government,  in  consequence  of  the  disavowal  of  the  secret 
convention,  in  virtue  of  which  she  was  acquired.  In  fact,  the  steamer  Rayo  has  no 
right  at  present  to  make  use  of  the  Colombian  flag  and  commission.  The  said  anoma- 
lous situation  of  the  vessel  re<iuire^  to  be  defined  by  the  government  of  the  Colombian 
Union,  which  has  resolved  to  return  the  vessel  Uy  the  Peruvian  goverinuent,  with 
whose  funds  slie  was  bought.  This  proceeding  is  but  just  as  regards  the  above  men- 
timied  friendly  republic ;  but  besides,  the  maimer  of  making  the  return  might  be  the 
cause  of  some  event  ca])able  of  originatinjsj  a  complaint,  which,  however  just,  would 
be  entirely  voluntary  as  regards  the  American  government. 

In  order  to  satisfy  the  above  expressed  desires  without  the  risk  of  any  inconvenience 
and  to  reconcile  all  the  necessities  of  the  case,  the  Colombian  government  wishes  to 
have  the  steamer  Kayo  returned  to  the  agent  from  whom  General  Salgar  obtained  her, 
or  to  the  government  of  Peru,  in  the  same  place  whence  she  sailed ;  that  is  to  say,  in 
New  York.  But  for  this  purpose  the  government  of  the  Colombian  Union  has  not  at 
its  command  means  sufficiently  efficacious  and  secure  of  conveying  the  said  steamer  in 
security  to  JJew  York. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  secretary  stated  the  fear  which  the  anomalous  sit- 
uation of  the  steamer  Kayo  caused  the  government.  The  said  vessel,  as  has  already 
been  said,  destitute  of  the  Colombian  patent  and  flag,  was  liable  to  the  following 
dangers:  1.  Of  being  captured  by  the  Spanish  squadron,  the  station  of  which  is  so 
near  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Colombia;  2.  Of  being  taken  by  the  squadron  of  the 
allied  republic,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  forces  with  which  they  carry  on  the 
war  with  Spain ;  3.  Of  the  mutiny  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  with  the  view  of  joining 
the  said  allied  stjuadron,  or  of  transforming*  her  into  a  jiirate  In  the  fonner  case,  the 
Colombian  govennnent  would  regi'et  the  loss  to  Peru  of  a  vessel  upon  which,  or  upon 
lier  value,  she  reckons  as  a  consequence  of  acts  which,  although  unwarranted,  were 
execute<l  or  consented  to  by  a  Colombian  atbninistration,  and  having  contributed  in 
this  manner  a  maritime  triumph  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  no  great  importance,  but  of 
a  disagreeable  tenor,  as  regards  the  republics  of  the  Pacific.  In  the  second  case  the 
Colombian  goverimient  would  regret  that  that  of  the  United  States  of  America  should 
have  a  motive,  real  or  apparent,  for  considering  that  by  means  of  a  subterfuge  the 
vessel  had  been  taken  out  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  in  order  to  increase  the  navalforces 
of  the  allied  republics,  comi)romising,  although  only  in  appearance,  the  due  neutrality 
of  the  American  government.  In  the  third  case,  all  parties  would  regret  that  the  said 
vessel  should  become  a  pirate. 

In  order  to  avtnd  all  these  dangers,  and  in  particular  to  satisfy  the  American  govern- 
ment respecting  the  com])laiuts  which  he  may  consider  due  to  the  proceedings  of  Gen- 
eral Salgar — nWio,  besides,  had  already  been  suspended  since  the  3l8t  of  last  May,  in 
accordance  with  the  letter  of  recall  which  was  sent  to  him,  and  who  would  be  respon- 
sible to  the  siiprtane  federal  court  of  Colombia  for  his  proceedings — the  President  of 
the  republic  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  mini.ster  the  steamer  Kayo,  in  order  that,  if  he 
should  consi(ler  it  convenient,  she  should  be  conveyed  to  New  York  in  the  custody  of 
a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  his  nation,  for  the  purpose  already  mentioned^  and  the 
secretary  added  that  the  foregoing  were  the  means  which  had  occurred  to  his  govern- 
ment, to  conciliate  all  the  duties  which  the  latter  might  be  supposed  to  owe  in  that 
respect,  both  to  the  United  States  of  America  and  to  the  Peruvian  republic. 

The  honorable  minister  said  in  rei)!^"  that  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  ordering  a  vessel  of  war  of  his  nation  to  conduct  the  steamer  Rayo  to  New 
Y'ork,  and  that  he  fouml  himself  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  instructions  in 
respect  thereto  from  his  government,  to  whom  he  would  communicate  everything  that 
had  taken  place  during  this  conference ;  but  that  in  order  to  avoid  the  dangers  to  which 
allusion  had  been  made  he  would  give  a  confidential  order  to  one  of  the  American  ves- 
sels of  war  stationed  at  Colon  to  keep  watch  upon  the  Rayo.  That  as  regards  the 
remaining  points  he  only  appreciated  the  loyal  conduct  of  the  present  Colombian  gov- 
ernment. 

The  secretary  stated  in  conclusion  that  it  was  very  pleasing  to  him  to  hear  such  ex- 
pressions from  the  honorable  minister,  and  insisted  upon  the  desire  of  his  government 
to  plaoe  the  steamer  Rayo  at  the  disposal  of  the  honorable  minister,  with  tlie  view  of 
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her  being  conveyed  to  New  York,  in  order  to  be  returned  in  the  said  port  to  the  Pem- 
vian  goveniment  after  having  again  stated  to  the  American  government  that  the  said 
steamer  did  not  belong  to  the  government  of  Colombia. 

The  honorable  General  Sullivan  stated  in  conclusion  that  it  wouhl  affonl  him  pleasniv 
to  represent  his  country  near  the  present  government  of  the  Colombian  nation ;  that 
his  government,  in  recommending  to  him  great  prudence  in  recognizing  any  govern- 
ment which  might  l)e  established  in  this  country,  had  not  limited  the  said  riglit  to  make 
use  of  it  on  his  part  ad  referendum;  and  that  he  had  not  delayed  r<M!ogniziug  theactu&l 
President  of  tfce  Union;  that  in  order  to  manifest  to  tbe  American  government  the 
justice  of  the  SJiid  proceeding,  he  would  lay  before  It  whatever  had  passed  during  thi* 
conference. 

Thus  the  said  conference  was  brought  to  a  close,  and  in  the  present  minute  a  stat*-- 
meut  has  been  drawn  up  with  reference  only  to  what  pivsse<l  regarding  the  m«wt 
iiuportant  subjects  which  were  treated  of  in  the  interview. 

The  above  iS  an  exact  and  correct  translation  of  the  original  to  which  I  refer  the 
assistant  secretary  of  state  for  the  department  of  the  interior  and  foreign  affairs. 

EUSTACHIO  DE  LA  TORRE. 

Hon.  Peter  J.  Suixivan, 

Min'mter  Resident  United  States  of  America  to  United  States  of  Colombia. 


The  secret  treaty  of  President  Mosquera  with  the  Peruvian  government^  j-c, 

T.  C.   DE  MOSQUERA,  GRAND  GENERAL  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 

Whereas  the  following  secret  agreement  between  this  republic  and  the  ^ppubli^  of 
Peru  was  celebrated  by  their  respective  plenipotentiaries  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August,  of  the  jiresent  year  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six : 

In  the  name  of  God,  Author  and  Legislator  of  the  universe : 

Whereas  the  republics  of  the  Unitoa  States  of  Crlombia  and  Peru  have  entered  into 
the  most  friendly  relations  since  the  celebration  of  the  treaty  of  the  sixth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  under  which  they  were  perpetually  unite<l  and  con- 
federated, though  it  was  afterwards  modified  by  the  stipulations  of  the  tr«»aty  of  peaci* 
and  friendship  of  the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  of  the  year  eighteen  bnndrp«l 
and  twenty-nine,  under  the  third  article  of  which  they  undertook  to  observe  neutrality 
from  passing  through  the  territory  of  either  of  the  two  countries  to  offend  the  otbur. 
and  the  intimate  relations  of  the  two  countries  have  been  strengtheiuHi  still  more  and 
more  by  the  agreement  of  defensive  alliance  which  their  respei'tive  pleniitotentiarie^ 
celebrated  in  the  American  congress  at  Lima  on  the  twentv-third  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  already  approved  by  their  respective  con- 
gresses ; 

And  considering  that  the  republic  of  Peru,  a»  well  as  those  of  Bolivar,  Chili,  and 
Ecuador,  are  at  war  with  Spain  and  cannot  dispose  of  some  ships  of  war  and  aniL« 
which  she  had  bought  in  Europe  and  the  Unite<l  States  of  America,  of  which  Colombia 
has  need  to  increase  her  national  navy  and  to  complete  her  parks  of  artiller>-,  now  that 
this  republic  may  be  involved  in  a  war  to  sustain  the  neutrality  of  the  tsthmos  of 
Panama  against  the  enemies  of  the  republic  of  Pern,  or  in  case  the  casus  fovderis  of  th*» 
treaty  of  Lima  should  present  itself,  they  have  resolved  to  celebrate  the  following  secret 
agreement,  which  will  be  carried  into  effect  as  so<m  as  their  resiwctive  govemment» 
shall  api)ri»ve  and  ratify  it  in  the  terms  therein  stipulated. 

For  which  purj>ose  the  Prej»ideut  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  has  eonferred  fnll 
powers  on  General  Rudecindo  Lopez,  secretary  of  war  and  the  navy  depart mentfu  ami 
on  Doctor  Froilan  Larga<;ha,  secretary  of  the  treasury  department  and  national  credit 
of  the  Union,  and  the  supreme  chief  of  Peru  has  conferred  equal  full  powen*  on  Colonel 
Mauuel  Freyre,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  j)lenipotentiary  of  the  said  republic 
to  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  who,  after  having  exchaugt^d  their  respective  full 
powers  and  found  them  in  due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles : 

Article  I.  The  government  of  Peru  cedes  to  that  of  Colombia  all  the  rights  which  it 
has  accjuired  in  the  United  States  of  America  and*  in  Europe  to  several  elemental  and 
vessels  of  war,  in  order  that  the  latter  may  conclude  for  her  own  account  the  contrarts 
for  the  purchase  of  the  said  elements  and  vessels,  arming  and  manning  them  fur  her 
own  service  us  national  vessels. 

Art.  II.  The  funds  which  Peru  has  advanced  on  account  of  the  contract  mlready 
entere<l  into  are  equally  ceded  to  the  ffovemment  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to 
carry  into  effect  the  navment  due  to  the  contractors  for  the  said  vessels  and  elements  t»l 
war,  and  shall  furnish  iier  also  with  those  which  she  may  require  to  carry  into  effect  as 
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soon  as  possible  the  contract,  and  to  secure  the  fiimishin^  of  the  said  vessels  before  the 
first  of  January,  1867^  when  the  conventions  celebrated  in  the  American  Congress  are 
to  be  exchanged  in  Lima. 

Art.  III.  The  government  of  Colombia  undertakes  to  pay  for  the  said  vessels  the  sum 
expended  thereon  by  the  republic  of  Peru,  together  with  that  which  the  latter  is  to 
famish  according  to  the  terms  of  the  present  contract ;  and  for  this  purpose  pledges  the 
whole  of  her  revenues,  titles,  rights,  salt  works,  and  waste  lands,  which  may  be  at  her 
disposal,  and  the  product  of  the  iuteroceanic  communications  and  those  of  the  Buena- 
ventura road,  in  which  she  possesses  shares  for  one  million  of  dollars.      * 

Abt.  IV.  In  case  the  government  of  Colombia  should  find  itself  obliged  to  dispose  of 
the  above-mentioned  vessels  and  elements  of  war,  the  government  of  rem  undertake8 
to  receive  them  in  payment  for  the  sum  in  which  they  may  have  been  contracted  for 
by  Colombia,  without  any  deduction  for  the  wear  and  tear  which  they  have  suffered  in 
their  service.  In  this  case  the  government  of  Peru  reserves  to  itself  the  ri^ht  of  nam- 
ing the  ports  in  the  Pacific  or  Atlantic  in  which  it  may  be  convenient  for  it  to  receive 
the  same  elements  of  war,  and  the  expenses  caused  thereby  shall  be  for  the  account  of 
Peru.  The  government  of  Colombia  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  vessels, 
nor  for  that  of  the  elements  of  war,  until  they  arrive  in  the  ports  to  which  the  said 
government  may  order  them. 

Art.  V.  The  government  of  Peru  undertakes  to  permit  the  officers  of  the  Peruvian 
navy,  who  may  choose  to  do  so,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  Colombia,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  charge  of  the  said  vessels,  which  shall  be  manned  by  the  same  x>er8ons  already 
appointed  by  the  Peruvian  government,  and  those  which  the  government  of  Colombia 
may  think  proper  to  add  thereto. 

Art.  VI.  The  government  of  Peru  undertakes  to  furnish  to  that  of  Colombia  the 
necessary  resources  for  repairing  the  fortresses  of  San  Joa6  and  San  Fernando,  and  the 
batteries  of  Santo  Domingo,  San  Favier  and  Santa  Catarina  in  the  bay  and  city  of 
Carthagena,  and  the  Morro  of  Santa  Martha,  in  case  Colombia  should  take  part  in  the  *, 
alliance  entered  into  by  the  four  republics  of  the  Pacific,  and  if  at  that  time  rem  should 
not  possess  the  elements  required  for  the  purpose,  her  govemmeut  solemnly  undertakes 
to  furnish  to  that  of  Colombia  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (6500,000,)  either 
contracting  that  amount  on  her  own  account,  or  furnishing  her  the  guarantee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  it  in  the  Europeau  markets. 

Art.  VIL  The  Colombian  government  undertakes  to  send  a  minister  to  the  republic 
of  Venezuela,  which  has  also  declared  her  neutrality  in  the  war  with  Spain,  in  order  to 
negotiate  with  the  latter  her  adhesion  to  the  republics  of  the  Pacific  together  with 
Colombia,  in  case  Spain  should  not  yield  to  the  councils  of  prudence  and  satisfy  the 
just  demands  of  the  allied  republics,  in  which  case  the  league  of  Spanish  America  requires 
to  be  perfect. 

Art.  VIII.  The  republics  of  Peru  and  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  undertake 
mutually  to  declare  not  to  accept  as  an  American  principle  any  doctrine  which  shall 
not  emanate  directly  from  express  treaties  on  their  part,  since  the  said  contracting  par- 
ties are  sovereign  and  independent,  and  will  themselves,  in  conformity  with  their  own 
dignity,  decide  whatever  questions  may  arise.  In  the  same  manner  they  undertake 
not  to  accept  any  European  protectorates  or  alliances  to  the  iinury  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Peruvian  and  Colombian  nations,  as  well  as  not  to  stipulate  any  treaties  or  con- 
ventions which  shall  not  be  in  absolute  conformity  with  the  principles  of  South  Amer- 
ican international  law  as  sanctioned  by  the  congress  of  plenipotentiaries. 

Abt.  IX.  This  treaty  shall  be  presented  to  the  republics  of  Bolivar,  Chili,  and 
Ecnador,  in  case  they  should  choose  to  adhere  to  it  in  the  part  which  may  be  conve- 
nient to  each  one  as  respects  the  sale  of  vessels  and  elements  of  war  which  they  may 
require  to  sell,  and  for  the  purpose  of  articles  VI  and  VIII. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  approved  and  ratified  by  the  respective  governments 
within  ninety  days,  if  possible. 

In  witn^s  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and  sealed  the  preseut 
convention. 

Done  in  duplicate,  in  Bogota,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Bix-aix. 

FROILAN  LAKGACHA.  [l.  8.] 
R.  LOPEZ.  [L.  8.] 

MANUEL  FREYRE.        [l.  8.] 

Therefore,  I  have  resolved  to  apptove  and  ratify  the  same,  pledging  the  national 
honor  for  the  observance  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  sign  the  present  ratification,  sealed  with  the  arms  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  department  of  the  interior  and 
foreign  relations,  Bogota,  this  twentieth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA.  [l.  s.] 
Jo6£  M.  RoJAS  Garbido, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Belations. 
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rTranalation.J 

Tho  chamber  of  representatives  considering  that  the  nation  has  no  other  ve<«els  of 
war  than  the  steamers  Criaspud,  Bolivar,  and  Colombia,  which  have  been  ordered  to  be 
sold  by  the  law  of  the  5th  of  the  present  mouth,  "  abolishing  the  navy  of  the  Union;* 

Consideringithat  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  not  ordered  the  acquisition  of  any 
other  vessel  of  war,  or  for  mercantile  purposes,  or  the  purchase  of  any  kind  of  iinpl^ 
ments  of  war ; 

Considering  that  in  several  periodicals  of  Washington,  New  York,  Lima,  Pananu. 
and  other  places,  the  purchase  by  the  minister  of  Colombia  in  the  United  States  of 
America  ot  a  vessel  ot  war  called  R.  R.  Cuyler,  the  owners  of  which  were  M«*»c!n. 
Robert  S.  Taylor,  Russell  Sturgis,  Henry  W.  HobbcU,  and  Samuel  Dallard,  ispnbUshed; 

Considering  that  the  said  vessel  has  been  denounced  as  being  armed  and  preparb<ito 
act  upon  the  nigh  seas  as  a  cruiser  iu  the  service  of  Chili  and  Peru  against  the  man- 
time  commerce  of  Spain,  was  captured  and  embargoed  on  the  fourth  of  February  la>t, 
by  order  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington,  by  the  public  officers,  Messrs.  Wakenian  and 
Smy  the ; 

Considering  that  the  said  steamer  was  set  at  liberty  only  in  virtue  of  the  solemn 
declaration  made  by  our  minister  in  Washington,  General  Eustorgio  Salgar,  that  tbr 
said  vessel  had  been  purchased  by  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  belonged  to  our 
national  navy ; 

Considering  that  the  executive  power  of  the  Union  informed  the  chamber  of  repre- 
sentatives, through  the  secretary  of  war  and  the  navy,  Mr.  Froilan  Largacha,  inanot«f 
dated  the  27th  of  March  last,  section  1,  No.  7,  that  the  said  vessel  had  recently  arrive*! 
at  Santa  Martha ;  that  she  had  been  bought  by  order  and  for  account  of  the  Grand 
General  T.  C.  de  Mosquera ;  that  the  said  vessel,  and  two  or  three  more  whieh  the 
agents  of  the  said  grand  general  were  about  to  purchase  in  Europe  and  the  Uniteii 
States  of  America,  were  the  private  property  of  the  above-named  citizen ^  who  had 
already  nationalized  the  steamer  called  the  Rayo ; 

Considering  that  our  minister  in  Washington,  notwithstanding  he  had  no  power  fiom 
the  Colombian  Union  to  purchase  merchant  vessels,  and  much  less  vessels  of  war,  had 
taken  part  in  this  matter  and  declared  that  the  said  steamer  was  intended  to  form  port 
of  our  national  navy,  seriously  compromising,  in  this  manner,  the  faith  and  honor  of' 
the  Colombian  government  and  the  neutrality  proclaimed  by  the  latter  in  the  Spanish 
American  contests  at  present  in  progress ; 

Considering  that  the  said  steamer  is  manned  by  foreigners,  who  nearly  all  of  tliem  have 
been  either  soldiers  in  the  marines  or  sailors  in  the  cruisers,  or  smugglers  of  the  Miuthem 
States  of  the  Union ;  that  the  captain  and  officers  are  also  foreigners,  and  that  for  the 
said  reason  the  vessel  could  not  be  nationalized  in  Colombia,  and  neither  could  nor  can 
have  the  right  to  hoist  the  Colombian  flag ; 

Considering  that  no  individual,  be  he  who  he  may,  is  permitted  to  have  in  his  own 
service  vessels  of  war,  since  this  is  a  right  solely  appertaining  to  the  govemnieut  and 
sovereigns,  with  the  exception  of  privateers,  bearing  a  commission  from  some  nation. 
which  commission  has  not  been  issued  by  Colombia  in  favor  of  the  Rayo ; 

Considering  that  the  executive  power  has  observed  a  profound  silence  regarding  all 
these  facts  which  have  been  denounced  both  by  the  foreign  and  national  preics ;  that  tbr 
reports  which  the  chamber  applied  for  in  the  session  of  the  4th  instant,  throu«^h  a  com- 
mission of  its  body,  have  not  been  accorded,  and  that  this  chamber  of  repref»eutative» 
is  bound  to  clear  up  these  facts  in  order  to  determine  the  responsibihty  incnrred  by  any 
of  the  national  officers  thereby  in  accordance  with  the  third  section  of  the  fifty-third 
article  of  the  constitution ; 

Besolvedj  Let  the  executive  power  be  applied  to  order  the  immediate  diaarming  ei 
the  steamer  called  El  Rayo,  employing  force,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
violation  caused  by  the  presence  on  our  coasts  of  the  said  steamer  of  war,  onduly  pro- 
tected by'the  Colombian  flag. 

Resolved^  That  the  attorney  general  of  the  Union  be  ordered,  in  consequence  of  the 
above-mentioned  note  of  the  secretary  of  war  and  the  navy,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
prepare  the  proofe  of  the  facts  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  consideration,  and  to  miake 
eflective  the  responsibility  which  may  have  been  incurred  by  the  minister  of  Colombia 
in  Washington,  the  national  officers,  and  the  Colombians  who  may  have  taken  part  in  the 
purchase,  anning,  fitting  out  or  nationalizing  the  steamer  called  Cuyler  or  Rayo,  tieac^ 
ing  in  mind  the  enactments  of  the  articles  ^Sd2  and  263  of  the  law,  1,  part  ^  tR«tie«( 
2,  of  the  Recopilacion  Granadina,  as  well  as  the  dispositions  of  article  1  of  the  law 
7,  part  3,  treaties  2,  of  the  said  Recopilacion. 

Beaolvedj  That  he  be  also  ordered  to  prefer  an  accusation  regarding  the  reaponaibility 
incurred  through  the  acts  performed  uy  the  Colombian  minister  in  Waahingtoo  ior 
obtaining  the  release  of  said  steamer. 
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Betolvedj  Let  the  execntlve  power  be  re<}ae8ted  to  pass  copies  of  the  preceding  reso- 
lution and  considerations  to  the  foreign  ministers  resident  in  the  capital  of  the  republic. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  considerations  and  resolutions  shall  be  published  in  the  Reg- 
isto  Oficialy  as  well  as  the  steps  taken  by  the  attorney  general  of  the  nation,  in  obem- 
ence  to  the  said  resolutions,  it  being  his  duty  to  furnish  a  special  account  of  the  results 
thereof  to  the  next  national  congress. 

M.  PLATA  AZUERO. 

Bogota,  ApHl  27, 1867. 

A  true  copy. 

RAFAEL  PERfiZ, 
Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  B(^e$entatii>e8, 

Resolutions  approved  by  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1867, 
according  to  the  act  of  their  session  published  in  the  Diario  Olicial,  No.  697. 
A  copy. 

EUSTACIO  DE  LA  TORRE, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  lielations. 


F. 

[TraiiBUtion.] 
Memorandum  of  constitutional  resolutions, 

LEGI8LATIVK  POWER. 

Section  II, 

Arhcle  49.  The  following  attributions  belong  especially  to  congress : 

12.  To  resolve  respecting  the  public  treaties  and  conventions  which  the  President  of 

the  Union  may  celebrate  with  other  nations,  and  the  contracts  into  which  he  may  enter 

with  the  States  and  with  individuals,  whether  natives  or  foreigners,  which  are  to  be 

subjected  to  their  consideration. 
14.  To  apply  to  the  executive  power  for  information  relative  to  its  acts  and  to  any 

written  or  verbal  reports  which  they  may  require  for  the  better  dispatch  of  their  acts. 

Sec^on  III, 

Article  51.  The  following  are  the  attributes  of  the  senate : 

1.  To  approve  the  appointment  of  secretaries  of  state  made  by  the  executive  power; 
that  of  the  superior  officers  in  the  different  administrative  departments ;  that  of  the 
diplomatic  agents,  and  of  the  military  commanders. 

2.  To  approve  the  instructions  given  by  the  executive  power  to  the  diplomatic 
agents ;  to  celebrate  public  treaties. 

EXECUTIVE  POWER. 

Article  66.  The  following  are  attributes  appertaining  to  the  President  of  the  Union : 

3.  To  negotiate  and  conclude  public  treaties  and  conventions  with  foreign^nations : 
to  ratify  and  exchange  them  subsequent  to  the  approbation  of  congress,  and  to  attend 
to  their  punctual  fulnllment. 

17.  To  present  to  congress  durin|;  the  first  days  of  their  ordinary  sessions  a  written 
message,  reportin;^  the  course  which  the  affairs  of  the  Union  may  have  taken  during 
the  period  of  their  recess  and  their  present  situation,  together  with  the  report  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  furnish. 

The  assistant  secretary  of  state  for  the  department  of  the  interior  and  foreign  affairs. 

EUSTACIO  DE  LA  TORRE. 


E. 

[TnuulAtioii.] 

United  States  of  Colombia,  Office  of  the 

interiob  and  foreign  relations, 

Bogota,  July  5, 1897. 
The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations,  has  received  instruc- 
tions  from  the  citken  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  apply  to  his^ 
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excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniBter  plemipoteotiary  of  the  repablie  of 
Peru,  with  a  view  to  inform  him  that  the  Colombian  executive  administration  does  not 
recof^ize  as  valid  the  secret  convention  entered  into  on  the  28th  of  August,  1866, 
liet  ween  his  exci*llency  as  Peruvian  plenipotentiary  in  *this  capacity,  and  Messrs.  Froi- 
laii  Largacha  and  Ruuecindo  Lopez  as  plenipotentiaries  for  Colombia. 

This  disavowal  of  the  secret  convention  above  alluded  to  is,  on  the  part  of  the 
national  executive  power,  a  frank  and  sincere  expression  of  a  constitutional  mandate, 
which  asoril>e8,  as  his  excellency  is  aware,  to  the  legislative  body  of  the  country  iht 
right  of  approving  the  treaties  or  conventions  which  may  be  entered  into  for  contract- 
ing obligations  in  the  name  of  the  said  country,  in  virtue  of  instmctions  previoiuly 
approved  of  by  the  senate  of  plenipotentiaries.  In  accordance  with  prescriptions  of 
the  constitution  of  Colombia,  the  faculty  of  conferring  validity  upon  intemati(m^ 
compacts  and  of  making  them  effective  resides,  therefore,  exclusively  in  the  federal 
legislative  body,  and  the  approbation  of  the  instmctions  which  may  be  given  by  the 
executive  power  for  the  celebration  of  such  compacts  corresponds  to  the  Colombian 
senate  of  plenipotentiaries. 

The  time  for  presenting  to  the  national  legislative  body  the  secret  convention  woold 
have  now  arrived  in  order  to  impart  it  either  its  approviJ  or  rejection;  but  the  present 
Colombian  administration,  notwithstanding  the  enthusiasm  which  it  really  feels  for 
the  noble  cause  which  may  become  that  of  the  whole  of  America,  cannot  admit  as  in 
any  manner  acceptable  the  stipulations  of  the  secret  convention,  and  will  therefore 
almtain  from  soliciting  the  approbation  of  an  act  which  has  been  considered  in  its  conn- 
cils  OS  inadmissable  for  the  nation  whose  interests  are  intrusted  to  it. 

If  the  Colombian  Union  had  resolved  to  unite  its  endeavors  to  those  of  the  American 
republics  which  have  been  attacked  by  Spain,  the  common  cause  would  require  not 
only  the  concurrence  of  justice  in  the  matter,  but  also  of  loyalty  in  the  form. 

The  government  of  Colombia  should  act  and  would  act  with  the  loyalty  and  frank- 
ness which  she  owes  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  would  consider  the  sympa- 
thii^s  to  be  so  large,  the  motives  so  noble,  and  the  moral  and  philosophical  interests  so 
valuable  that  are  embraced  by  this  cause,  that  there  could  be  no  possible  motive  for 
not  exhibiting  it  in  all  its  glory,  and  presenting  it  to  the  enthusiasm  and  veneration  of 
an  entire  peoi>le,  zealous  as  is  tlie  Colombian  nation  of  its  rights  and  liberties. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  sentiments  excited  by  every  American  by  the  struggle 
whi<'h  has  been  made  in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  sentiments  of  adhesion  and  hope  for 
the  allied  republics,  the  present  Colombian  administration  has  noticed  with  pam  the 
secret  convention,  the  execution  of  which  by  Colombia  is  impossible,  and  it  is  for  this 
motive,  and  the  others  alremly  expressed  that,  on  taking  into  consideration  the  above- 
mentioned  act  which  compromises  the  national  security  and  honor,  it  abstains  at  pres- 
ent from  anything  more  than  disavowing  it. 

The  undersigned  takes  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  his  excellency 
the  assurances  of  his  most  dktiugmshod  consideration. 

CARLOS  MABTIN. 

His  Excellency  Colonel  D.  Manuel  Freyre, 

Envajf  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PleRipotenHanf 

of  the BqmbUcof  Peru. 


H. 

•  Mr,  SulUtfan  to  Doctor  MarUm. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bogota^  August  9, 1867. 
Tlie  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  had  the 
honor  to  r^ive  the  note  of  his  excellency  Sefkor  Doctor  Carlos  Martin,  secretary  of 
the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia^  dated  yostwdsy, 
inclosing — 

1.  The  letter  A,  being  minutes  of  the  conference  which  the  undersigned  had  me 
honor  of  holding  with  his  excellency  Seflor  Doctor  Carlos  Martin,  on  the  Ist  instant 

2.  The  letter  6,  containing  copies  in  Spanish  and  English  of  the  secret  treaty  made 
by  General  Moscjuera  and  the  Peruvian  minister,  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  lflb6. 

3.  The   letter  C,  containing  the   resolutions  adopted  by  the  Colombian  oongress, 
April  29,  li?(>7,  relative  to  the  war  steamer  Kayo. 

4.  The  letter  D,  being  a  copy  of  the  said  minutes  in  Spanish. 

5.  The  letter  E,  being  a  copy  of  the  note  of  his  excellency  Selior  Doctor  Carlos 
Martin  to  the  Peruvian  minister,  objecting  to  the  said  treaty. 

6.  A  memorandum,  F,  of  the  constitution^^  law,  detining  the  separate  powen  asd 
duties  of  the  executive  and  oongress  of  Colombia. 
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The  nndersigned  haa  dnly  approved  and  herewith  retams  the  said  minates  to  his 
excellency  Sefior  Doctor  Carlos  Martin. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  assune  his  excellency  Sefior  Doctor  Carlos  Martin  that  he 
will  hasten  to  submit  said  note  and  inclosures  to  his  government,  and  to  assure  him 
that  the  ^reat  hope  and  confidence  which  the  Colombian  government  reposes  for  the 
just  and  impartial  jud^ent  of  its  conduct  in  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America  will  not  be  misplaced. 

The  undersigned  gladly  embraces  this  opportunity  to  reassure  his  excellency  SeBor 
Doctor  Carlos  Alartin  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration  and  e>steem. 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Doct-or  Cablos  Mabtin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Belations,  IT.  S,  C. 


J. 

Legation  of  fHE  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  August  9,  18^7. 
Sik:  The  Colombian  government  having  refased  to  receive  or  acknowledge  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  alias  the  war  steamer  Rayo,  and  is  desirous  to  return  her  to  the 
port  of  New  York,  there  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  proper  owner,  as  the  United  States 
may  direct,  but  having  no  means  at  its  disposal,  the  government  of  Colombia  ask  as  a 
favor  that  the  United  States  authorities  will  take  her  to  New  York  for  the  purpose 
indicated.  And  lest  that  I  should  involve  my  government  in  so  serious  a  matter  before 
knowing  its  views  on  the  subject,  I  assured  the  Colombian  government  that  I  would 
lay  the  case  before  the  State  Department  and  await  its  decision. 

Until  further  instructions,  you  will  repair  forthwith  to  and  keep  strict  secret  surveil- 
lance over  the  said  steamer  Rayo,  her  armament  and  other  property,  so  as  to  prevent 
her  from  being  used  for  piratical  or  other  unlawful  purposes  detrimental  to  the  rights 
and  dignity  of  our  government;  but,  unless  in  covse  of  necessity,  you  will  not  assume 
any  right  to  this  steamer,  except  such  as  wiU  enable  you  to  control  her  movements. 

The  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  in  whose  possession  this  steamer  now  is, 
will  be  fully  and  duly  instructed  by  the  Colombian  government  on  the  subject ;  and 
without  making  known  your  authority  till  you  ascertain  his  views,  you  may,  profita- 
bly, have  an  interview  with  President  Riasco  as  to  his  action  in  this  matter. 

You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time  your  actions  and  the  course  of  events  in  this 
case. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN, 
Minister  resident  of  the  U.  S.  of  America  to  the  U.  S,  of  Colombia. 
The  Commander  of  any  tear  ship  or  steamer  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Colon, 
Carthagena,  or  Santa  Martha, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

^o.  11.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofiy  August  17, 1867. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  7,  of  July  6,  you  were  cautioned  not  to  com- 
mit yourself  hj  formally  recognizing  any  constitutional  cliange  of  gov- 
ernment until  you  should  have  referred  the  subject  to  this  dPflartment 
for  the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  this  government  to  refirain  from  recog- 
nizing the  various  revolutionary  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the 
neighboring  States  of  this  continent  until  it  had  received  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  people  concerned  therein.  Inasmuch 
as  there  now  appears  to  be  a  general  consent  of  the  Colombian  peonle 
to  the  change  lately  eflfected  by  the  recent  movement  at  Bogota,  oy 
which  General  Mosquera,  the  President,  was  deprived  of  his  power  and 
Mr.  Santos  Acosta  substituted  in  his  place,  the  Presidetit  does  not  feel 
authorized  to  withhold  his  recognition  of  the*  present  de  facto  executive 
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head  of  the  government  of  Colombia.    You  are,  therefore,  instracted  to 
present  your  credentials  at  the  earliest  convenient  opportunity. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  So^  dkc. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'ISo.  20.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  August  21  j  1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  (A  and  B)  of  correspondence 

just  had  between  myself  and  ^par- Admiral  James  S.  Palmer,  United 

States  navy,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  squadron,  on  the  subject 

of  affairs  in  this  country,  &c.,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

PETEE  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rear-Admiral  Palmer  to  Mr.  Sulliv<m. 

Flag-ship  Susquehakna, 

Aspimtallj  August  By  1867. 
Sir  :  I  wish  to  apprise  you  of  mv  arrival  in  theflae-ship  Susquehaiuia  on  the  coast  of 
Colombia,  but  fear,  as  you  are  so  far  in  the  interior,  that  I  shall  not  be  fortunate  enonch 
to  obtain  an  interview ;  but  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  and  can  observe,  this  repubue 
appears  to  be  again  quiet,  and  our  railroad  people  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  I  shall 
be  glad,  however,  to  leam  from  you  the  state  of  affairs,  and  shall  be  at  Carthegena  by 
about  tne  20th  or  22d  of  this  month.  Hoping  you  will  receive  this  communicatioii  in 
time  to  send  a  reply  to  Carthegena  before  I  leave  that  for  Santa  Martha  and 
La  Guayra,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  PALMER, 
Bear-Admiralf  Commanding  Xorih  AilanUc  Squadrom, 
Hon.  Peter  J.  Sullivan, 

United  States  Ministerj  Bogota^  United  States  of  Colombia. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Rear-Admiral  Palmer. 

Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  August  27, 1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  polite  and  intelligent  letter 
of  the  8th  instant,  informing  me  of  your  arrival  in  the  flag-ship  Susquehanna  on  the  coast 
of  Colombia,  and  desiring  to  leam  from  me  the  the  state  of  affairs  here  by  the  22d  instant, 
which  reached  me  but  last  night. 

I'eace  prevails  here  at  present ;  Congress  is  in  session ;  General  Mosquera  is  still  m 
prison  impatiently  awaitmg  his  trial  for  treason  and  malappropriation  of  some  $45,000 
of  A)vemraent  fiinds,  while  minister  to  England. 

On  the  9th  instant  I  addressed  a  communication  to  "Any  of  our  naval  commanded 
in  the  waters  of  Colombia,'*  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

"Sir:  The  Colombian  government  having  refused  to  receive  or  acknowledge  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  alias  the  war  steamer  Rayo,  and  is  desirous  to  return  her  to  the 
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port  of  New  Tork^  there  to  be  deliyered  np  to  the  proper  owner,  as  the  United  States 
may  direct,  but  haying  no  means  at  its  dispc^al,  the  government  of  Colombia  asks,  as 
a  favor,  that  the  United  States  authorities  will  take  her  to  New  York  for  the  purpose 
indicated ;  and  lest  that  I  should  involve  my  government  in  so  serious  a  matter  before 
knowing  its  views  on  the  sul^ect,  I  assured  the  Colombian  government  that  I  would 
lay  the  ease  before  the  State  Department  and  await  its  decision. 

**  Until  further  instructions  you  will  repair  forthwith  to,  and  keep  strict  secret  sur- 
veillance over,  the  said  steamer  Ra^o,  her  armament  and  other  property,  so  far  as  to  pre- 
vent her  from  being  used  for  piratical  or  other  unlawful  purposes,  detrimental  to  the 

rights  and  dignity  of  our  government. 

•  ••  •■•  •  • 

"  You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time  your  action  and  the  course  of  events  in 
this  case." 

From  the  general  report  which  I  have  had  of  your  sound  discretion  and  great  ability 
as  a  naval  commander,  I  trust  that  said  communication  has  reached  you  ere  this  time. 

An  admiral  of  the  Peruvian  navy  has  Just  arrived  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  of  inducing  this  government  to  permit  him  to  take  this  steamer  to 
his  countrj%  she  having  been  bought  privately  by  Peru  to  be  U8e<l  against  Spain. 
•  I  have  obtained  and  forwarded  to  Washington  a  copy  of  the  secret  treaty  entered 
into  by  General  Mosquera  and  the  Peruvian  government,  on  the  subject  oif  the  war 
between  Spain,  Peru,  and  Chili.  The  purchase  of  this  war  steamer,  and  knowing  that 
fraud  has  been  perpetrated  upon  our  government  in  the  fitting  out,  manning  in,  and 
bringing  this  steamer  from  the  United  States,  caused  me  to  issue  the  said  order. 

Those  southern  republics,  now  at  war  with  Spain,  are  endeavoring  to  force  Vene- 
zuela into  their  scheme  of  one  grand  southern  confeaeracy,  which,  if  successful  in  its 
scheme  of  annexing  Cuba — ^perhaps  Mexico — would  undoubtedly  tend  to  check  the 
most  vital  interests  and  prosperity  of  our  country.  But  having  now  discovered  their 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  us,  we  are,  at  last,  in  a  favorable  position  to  take  care  of 
ourselves,  yet  we  must  not  forget  that  these  republics  are  struggling  to  uphold  repub- 
lican governments  against  the  organized  efforts  of  their  powernil  foes. 

It  is  our  "  manifest  destiny  "  to  give  vitality  to,  as  also  to  preserve  the  existence  of 
tbc^se  republics ;  but  they  must  be  given  to  understand  that,  while  we  are  able  and 
wUling  to  protect  them  from  the  grasping  power  of  monarchists,  they  must  not  snub 
ns  with  impunity,  as  in  the  case  of  this  secret  treaty,  and  its  ultimate  objects. 

We  are  now  all  right  with  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Eear-Admirdl  United  States  Navy, 

Comfnanding  North  American  Sqmdronj  ^.,  ^c,  ^o. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  25.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  September  16, 1867. 
Sib  :  Inclosed  are  copies  of  correspondence  had  between  the  United 
States  consul  at  Carthagena  and  myself,  on  the  ihimor  that  an  American 
citizen  was  shot  by  General  Herrera  at  Rio  Hatch6. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  G. 


Mr.  Hanaherg  to  Mr,  SulUvan, 

No.  18.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Carthagena,  August  29,  ]^67. 

Sir  :  My  last  official  dispatch  was  under  date  of  14th  instant,  and  was  forwarded  in 
charge  of  Colonel  Rohinson. 

On  the  21st  instant  the  United  States  steamer  Snsquehanna,  flag-ship  of  Rear-Admi- 
ral  Palmer,  and  the  United  States  steamer  Monongahelay  Commodore  Bissel,  came  into 
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thiH  harbor  and  were  saluted  by  the  Spanish  frigate  Gerona.  The  Susquehanna  alUr- 
wardR  saluted  the  town,  and  returned  the  salute  of  the  Spanish  frigate.  The  salute  to 
the  town  was  not  answered,  and  on  the  following  morning  I  went  with  the  fleet  cap- 
tain to  present  the  admiral's  respects  to  his  exceUency  the  President  of  the  State,  and 
inquire  why  the  salute  had  not  been  answered.  His  excellency  replied  that  there  were 
not  in  the  place  the  proper  means  for  firing  salutes,  and  that,  had  the  admiral  notified 
him  of  his  intentions  to  salute  the  town  before  doing  so,  as  is  customary,  he  would 
either  have  declined  receiving  the  salute,  or  else  have  made  an  effort  to  have  such 
salute  properly  returned. 

These  vessels  left  here  on  the  22d  for  Santa  Martha,  where  the  admiral  intended  to 
inform  himself  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  imprisonment  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
Colombian  steamer  Colombia,  who  were  formerly  attached  to  the  steamer  Rayo.  I 
made  the  admiral  acquainted  with  the  state  of  afiairs  at  Baranquilla  and  Rio  Hatch^ 
but  he  said  he  did  not  think  of  Koiug  to  those  ports. 

There  is  a  rumor  here  that  the  first  officer  of  the  Colombia,  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Bos- 
chart,  who  held  the  same  position  in  the  Rayo,  and  some  others  of  the  same  vessel,  had 
been  captured  and  shot  by  General  Herrera,  at  Rio  Hatch^  It  is  said  that  Herren 
has  since  evacuated  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sonant, 

AUG.  S.  HANABERG. 

General  Peter  J.  StixiVAjf, 

United  States  Minister  Resident  at  Bogota. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Hanaherg. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  Septemhh  16,  18^. 

Sir:  Your  two  attentive  favors  of  the  29th  ultimo,  informing  me,  among  other 
things,  of  the  arrival  of  Rear-Admiral  Palmer  and  Commodore  Bissel,  United  States 
navy,  with  their  war  steamers,  in  the  habor  of  Carthagena,  and  of  the  stiff  manner  of 
their  reception  by  the  President  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  came  to  hand  by  yeetesTday^s 
mail. 

You  will  please  thank,  in  my  name,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Spanish  frigate 
Gerona,  for  the  re8i>ect  which  he  had  paid  those  officers  in  saluting  the  American  nag, 
as  stated  in  your  letter  No.  8. 

You  say  that  information  has  reached  you  *^  that  the  first  officer  of  the  Colombia, 
Lieutenant  G.  A.  Borchart,  who  had  held  the  same  position  in  the  steamer  Rayo,  had 
been  captured  and  shot  by  General  Herrera,  at  Rio  Hatch^."* 

Should  this  information  ium  out  to  be  true,  and  that  he  was  an  American  citizen, 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  our  government,  it  becomes  a  very  serious  international 
question. 

That  you  may  know  my  views  on  tho  subject  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Rayo 
having  been  fraudulently  decoyed  from  the  United  States,  and  then  made  the  sport  of, 
and  derided  by,  designing  demagogues,  I  send  the  following  extract  frt)m  a  postscript 
which  I  had  prepared,  but  wot  sent,  to  my  letter  No.  13,  of  June  29th  last,  addressed  to 
Captain  Foster,  of  the  Osceola,  on  hcAriug  that  these  men  were  captured  and  about  to 
be  punished  by  General  Lopezes  forces : 

[Extract.] 

^*  Just  as  I  was  about  to  mail  this  dispatch  a  report  reached  me  that  American  citi- 
zens, while  endeavoring  to  escape  from  the  bondage  to  which  they  have  lately  been  held 
on  boanl  of  the  war  steamer  Rayo^  were  retaken  by  General  Lopez's  forces,  and  are  being 
held  for  trial  before  a  court-martial ;  I  therefore  reqiiest  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, demand  of  the  commanders  of  the  Rayo  and  Colombia,  of  G^eneral  Lopez,  and  of 
the  President  of  the  State  of  BolivAr,  the  names  and  cause. of  detention  of  all  citi- 
zens of  the  Unite<l  State^of  America  neld  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  by  virtue  of  any 
pretended  contract  of  servitude,  or  otherwise ;  and,  that  if,  upon  a  full  examination  o{ 
the  whole  facts  in  the  case,  you  should  find  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America 
unjustly  held  by  any  of  these  officers,  you  will  demand  and  obtain  his  release  in  such 
a  manner  as  wiU  insure  success. 

"  The  duplicity  and  fraud  said  to  have  been  practiced  upon  these  unfortunate  Amer- 
icans, for  the  purpose  of  alluring  them  from  their  homea,  under  guise  of  splendid  and 
honorable  employment,  calls  for  strict  investigation  into  their  sad  case;  but,  at  all 
events,  you  will  see  that  no  iiyury  shall  result  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  until  a  full 
report  of  their  case  is  submitted  to  our  government  ana  its  opinion  is  Imown  on  the 
subject." 
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The  report  that  these  men  were  not  captured  as  stated,  having  only  reached  me, 
caased  me  to  withhold  the  above  at  that  time. 

Should  I  find,  upon  inquiry,  that  this  American  citizen  (?)  has  been  shot  at  Rio 
Hatch^,  I  will  cause  an  immediate  investi^tion  into  the  fact^  of  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  with  flnreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
AuousTUS  S.  Hanabero,  Esq., 

United  8UUe$  Consul  at  Carthagena,  U.  8,  C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Suttivan. 

No.  14.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  23, 1867. 

Sir  :  You  will  have  learned  ftx)m  the  consul  at  Carthagena,  long  before 
this  communication  shall  have  arrived,  that  George  A.  Borchert,  J.  W. 
Murdaugh,  T.  S.  Dronin,  and  Philip  Smith  were  violently  assaulted  by  a 
mob  at  Carthagena  on  the  Ist  day  of  September  instant ;  that  the  two 
former  were  miurdered,  and  that  the  two  latter  escaped  only  after  great 
periL 

It  is  understood  that  those  persons  were  on  that  occasion  casual  visit- 
ors at  Carthagena,  having  arrived  there  on  the  same  day  in  a  British 
mail  steani^r  from  Santa  Martha.  The  four  persons  named  are  under- 
stood to  have  been  natives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  have  served  in  * 
the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  rebels.  It  is  not  understood  that  they 
ever  made  any  special  act  of  submission  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  said  that  they  enlisted  themselves  during  the  last  season 
in  the  Colombian  naval  service  at  New  York,  and  that  they  proceeded 
under  the  Colombian  flag  as  officers  on  board  a  Colombian  war  steamer, 
the  E.  E.  Cuyler,  which  has  since  taken  the  name  of  El  Eayo. 

Assuming  that  those  persons  had  practically  and  even  treasonably  cast 
oflf  their  allegiance  to  \he  United  States  and  entered  the  naval  service  of 
the  government  of  the  countrjr  in  which  the  mi\rderous  outrage  was 
committed,  the  consul  at  Carthagena  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  wrongs 
committed  upon  them  could  not  be  properly  made  a  subject  for  a  claim 
of  ledress  by  this  government. 

With  our  present  knowledge  of  the  case  we  are  not  prepared  to  dis- 
allow and  overrule  that  opinion.  The  facts  assumed  by  the  consul, 
however,  are  not  yet  in  any  authentic  manner  made  known  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  there  is  room  to  suppose  that  he  may  have  misapprehended 
them. 

Eeservingfor  ultimate  consideration  the  question  of  our  absolute  right 
to  intervene,  I  have  to  observe  that  the  outrage  cannot,  in  any  state  of  . 
the  case,  fail  to  deeply  wound  the  sense  of  dignity  and  the  natural  sym- 
pathies of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  impair  a  desirable  confi- 
dence in  the  administration  of  the  laws  of  Colombia. 

You  are  expected,  therefore,  to  address  yourself  to  the  President  of 
Colombia^  and  to  urge,  upon  principles  of  international  comity  as  well  as 
of  humanity,  that  the  case  may  be  promptly  and  thordughly  investigated, 
that  the  guilty  parties  may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment  and  that 
indemnities,  as  far  as  is  possible,  may  be  awarded  to  the  families  of  the 
two  individuals  who  were  so  barbarously  slain. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <fec.,  <fec. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No  29.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

'  Bogota^  September  26,  1867. 

Sir  :  Since  my  arrival  here  the  Colombian  government  annulled  Gene- 
eral  Mosquera's  decree  of  November  17, 1866,  npon  the  adjadication  of 
maritime  prizes. 

It  has  granted  a  new  lease,  for  ninety-nine  year^  of  the  right  of  transit 
to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  in  consideration  of  one  million  dollars 
in  hand,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  during 
the  term  of  the  lease. 

It  has  granted  a  contract  to  the  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Com- 
pany of  New  York  (see  inclosed  A,  B,  C)  to  land  upon  and  run  throngh 
any  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  a  telegraph 
line,  to  connect  with  one  from  New  York  via  Florida,  Cuba,  and  Panama, 
thus  connecting  South  America,  the  United  States  and  Europe  with  one 
continuous  line  of  communication,  having  New  York  for  its  center. 

It  has,  also,  just  signed  a  contract  with  a  New  York  company  for  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishery  to  this  company  in  all  the  seacoast  waters  of 
Colombia.  This  contract  has  yet  to  be  approved  by  the  senate,  which  I 
think  will  be  done.  • 

All  of  these  vast  privileges  have  been  given  to  citizens  of  our  country. 

•  •••••••• 

A  rumor  prevails  here  that  several  American  citizens  were  lately  mur- 
dered, in  cold  blood,  by  Colombian  officials  at  Carthagena,  said  that 
while  committing  this  atrocious  crime  the  assassins  boasted  that  "tiie 
Colombians  were  a  match  for  the  disunited  Americans." 

I  have  sent  unofficial  communications  to  our  consuls  at  Carthagena 
and  Baranquilla  on  this  subject.  At  first  I  heard  that  these  rumored 
murders  were  committed  by  General  Herrera  al  Rio  Hatch^.    I  shall 

await  the  facts  before  I  take  any  official  action  in  this  matter. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.*SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr,  Bebello  to  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Legation  op  the  Untted  States, 

Bogota,  August  10, 1867. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  beg  to  hand  yon  an  original  of  a  contract  entered  into  by  me,  as 
attorney  of  the  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  finance  of  the  Colombian  government,  signed  by  us,  and  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent, H.  £.  Santos  Acosta,  this  day. 
I  beg  yon  to  place  same  on  the  records  of  yonr  legation. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  REBELLO. 
General  Peter  J.  Sulltvan, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
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Telegrapkie  Contract, 
[Tnuialation.l 

Contract  nuide  between  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia  and  Charles  RebeUo^  authorized  agent  of  the  International  Oceanic  Telegraph 
Company  of  New  York,  conceding  to  this  company  permission  to  establish  on  tne 
coasts  of  the  republic  the  extreme  ends  of  telegraphic  submarine  cables  and  unite  these 
with  overland  telegraphic  lines : 

The  undersigned, to  wit:  Jorge  Gutierres  de  Lara,  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
finance  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  duly  authorized  by  the  executive  govern- 
ment on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other,  Charles  Rebello,  authorized  by  the  International 
Oceanic  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York,  (International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company,) 
in  accordance  with  the  powers  he  has  exhibited  have  concluded  the  contract  followinj^: 

Article  1.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury-  and  finance,  in  the  name  of  the  executive 
authority  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  in  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  on 
him  by  the  legislative  decree  of  the  25th  of  July  last,  grants  permission  to  the  Inter- 
national Ocean  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York,  to  establish  on  the  shores  of  the 
republic  the  ends  of  submarine  telegraphic  cables  which  may  place  the  nation  in  con- 
tact with  other  points  on  the  earth,  also  to  connect  said  submarine  cables  with  tele- 
graphic lines  by  land. 

Art.  2.  The  International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York  rests  under 
obli^tions  to  transmit  gratuitously  through  every  telegraphic  line,  whether  sub- 
marine or  terrene,  which  it  may  hold  in  virtue  of  the  concession  of  the  permission 
to  which  the  preceding  article  refers,  all  the  official  communications  of  the  national 
authorities  and  of  the  States. 

Art.  3.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  finance,  in  the  name  of  the  executive 
authority  aad  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  in  article  2  of  the  said  legislative  decree, 
declares  the  undertaking  to  wmch  the  preceding  articles  refer  to  be  of  public  utility, 
and  therefore  the  International  Oceanic  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York  shall  e^joy 
the  prerogatives  annexed  to  this  declaration. 

Art.  4.  In  cases  of  foreign  war  or  intestine  disturbance  in  the  republic  of  Colombia, 
the  telegraphic  lines  which  may  be  held  in  virtue  of  this  permission  in  Colombian  ter- 
ritory, shall  not  be  in  operation  except  under  the  supervision  of  the  political  authori- 
ties of  this  nation. 

Art.  5.  Considering  that  Charles  Rebello  is  lacking  in  faculties  to  compel  the  com- 
pany to  the  payment  of  the  five  per  cent,  of  dividends,  which  are  to  be  distributed  to 
the  shareholders  for  the  profits  which  may  be  had  on  the  lines  referred  to  in  article 
2of  this  contract,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  International  Oceanic  Telegraph  Company 
of  New  York  shall  give  notice  to  the  government  of  Colombia,  eitheir  directly  or 
through  the  Colombian  legation  at  Washington,  within  six  months,  reckoned  from  the 
date  of  the  approval  of  this  contract  by  the  executive  authority^  whether  it  binds 
itself  to  pay  the  said  five  per  cent,  that  it  may  become  exempted  trom  every  kind  of 
imposts  and  contiibutions,  whether  national  or  of  the  States.  In  case  this  obligation 
is  assumed  and  the  notice  received  to  which  this  article  refers,  the  government  of 
Colombia  binds  itself  to  exempt  the  International  Oceanic  Telegraph  Company  of  New 
York,  from  the  payment  of  any  impost  or  contribution,  national  or  State,  and  by  these 
presents  declares  that  it  shall  not  in  any  case  be  obliged  to  satisfy  those  which  may  be 
imposed  on  them.  In  case  of  non-exemption  on  the  part  of  the  company  it  will  have 
no  right  to  the  preceding  exemption. 

Art.  6.  Doubts  which  may  arise  about  the  meaning  of  the  clauses  of  this  permission 
and  cannot  be  dispersed  by  agreement  between  the  government  of  Colombia  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  courts  of  the  repubhc. 

Art.  7.  This  contract  shall  be  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  union, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  into  eifect.    In  faith  whereof  we  have  signed  three  • 
of  the  same  tenor  at  Bogota,  on  the  tenth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-seven.  ♦ 

JORGE  GUTIERRES  DE  LARA. 
CHARLES  REBELLO. 

Bogota,  Augu$i  10, 1867. 

Approved : 

SANTOS  ACOSTA.  [seal.] 

JORGE  GUTIERRES  DE  LARA, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Finance* 
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C. 

Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Bebello. 

Legation  op  the  United  Statbs, 

Bogota,  Augwrt  13,  1867. 
Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleaanre  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  10th  instant,  accompanying  the  contract  entered  into  by  yon  as  said  attorney 
with  the  Colombian  government,  giving  permission  to  yonr  companv  to  estabUkh  a 
telegi-aph  line  to  the  coafit,  and  throngh  the  territory,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  "States  of  Colombia. 

I  shall  place  this  valnable  document  on  the  records  of  this  legation,  and  transmit  a 
copy  of  it  herewith  to  yon,  and  also  one  to  the  Department  of  State,  United  States. 

The  lively  zeal  which  you  have  thus  manifested  in  the  service  and  cause  of  your 
company — tlie  develojjment  of  commerce  and  of  civilization ;  and  above  all,  the  frater- 
nal feelm^  -^hich  this  great  enterprise  is  well  calculated  to  bring  about  among  the 
great  nations  whose  commerce  it  will  ^eatly  increase,  must,  indeed,  place  you  promi- 
nently amon^  the  benefactors  ^f  mankind. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Charles  Rebello,  Esq., 

Attorney  of  the  Intematumal  Ocean  Telegraph  Company  of  New  York, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

'No.  17. J  Department  of  State, 

WasMngton,  September  27,  1867. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  of 
August,  !No.  14,  with  its  accoinpanimeut,  which  consists  of  the  protocol 
of  an  interesting  conference  which  on  the  1st  of  that  month  you  held 
with  Senor  Carlos  Martin,  and  various  documents  designed  to  illustrate 
the  subjects  discussed  on  that  occasion.    From  those  papers  I  learn  that 
the  government  of  Colombia  has  ascertained  that  a  secret  convention 
was  made  in  Bogota  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1866,  between  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  that  republic  and  Peru,  which  was  approved  and  declared 
to  be  ratified  by  Thomas  C.  de  Mosquera,  the  Presidenlpof  the  United 
States  of  Colombia,  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  1866;  that  in  the  said 
convention  the  republic  of  Colombia  bound  itself  to  purchase  certain 
Vessels  of  war  which  the  republic  of  Peru  had  contracted  or  wa^s  con- 
tracting for  in  the  United  States,  to  be  used  against  Spain  in  the  war 
in  which  Peru,  with  certain  allies,  was  then  and  still  is  engaged;  that 
the  United  States  of  Colombia,  before  making  the  convention,  had  not 
become  an  ally  nor  engaged  in  war  with  Spain,  but  the  republic  com- 
mitted itself  secretly  as  an  ally  by  the  convention ;  that  when  the  con- 
vention was  made  the  government  of  Peru  had  found  itself  embarrass<^ 
by  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  so  unable  to  obtain 
clearance  and  discharge  by  the  United  States  revenue  officers  of  the 
ships  of  war   which  Peru  had  contracted  for  with   citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  convention  stipulated  that  the  vessels  should 
become  the  property  of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  which  state  should 
nevertheless  ostensibly  remain  a  neutral,  after  the  convention,  in  the  war 
before  mentioned ;  and  that  when  the  vessels  should  have  arrived  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Colombia,  then  they  should  be  sold  and  dehvered  by 
the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  the  republic  of  Peru  at  prices  and 
upon  terms  which  clearly  indicate  that  the  sale  within  the  United 
States  by  Peru  to  Colombia  was  intended  to  be  colorable  only,  and  in 
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fraad  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States ;  that  in  porsoance  of  the 
convention  Mr.  Salgar,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Colombia,  annonnced 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  the  E.  R.  Cuyler,  which 
had  been  already  denounced  at  New  York  and  was  reiused  a  clearance 
and  detained  upon  the  ground  that  she  was  being  fitt^  out  in  violation 
of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States  to  make,  war  in  behalf  of 
Peru  and  her  allies  against  Spain,  had  been  purchaised  by  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  for  their  own  use,  and  was  in  fact  the  property,  not 
of  the  republic  of  Peru  or  of  either  of  those  allies,  but  of  the  United 
States    of  Colombia,    which  were    at  peace  with  Spain.    That  this 
representation  of  Mr.  Salgar  was  accept^,  and  the  proceedings  against 
the  R.  R.  Cuyler  were  discontinued ;  that  bonds  were  given  by  the 
parties  who,  as  Mr.  Salgar  represented,  had  contracted  for  the  vessel 
to  the  Colombian  Republic,  to  secure  the  United  States  for  h^r  delivery 
within  the  waters  of  the  Colombian  government  without  violating  the 
neutrality  laws  aforesaid,  on  her  voyage  and  tjj^at  upon  receiving  those 
assurances  and  guarantees  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  was  cleared  and  proceeded 
to  her  destination  at  Santa  Martha,  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 
It  further  appears,  from  the  representations  made  by  Mr.  Martin  to  you, 
that  when  the  convention  referred  to,  and  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Salgar 
in  the  United  States,  afterwards  became  known  to  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  that  honorable  body  altogether  disallowed 
those  proceedings;  and  that  the  government  of  Colombia  now  disavows 
and  repudiates  them  as  being  altogether  illegal,  unconstitutional,  fraud- 
ulent, and  void.    President  Mosquera,  who  assumed  to  conduct  those 
proceedings,  has  been  displaced,  and  has  resigned.    The  administration 
of  that  country  has  been  reorganized  under  the  presidency  of  Senor 
Acosta,  who  concurs  in  and  entirely  adopts  the  before-mentioned  views 
and  policy  of  the  congress  of  Colombia.    It  further  apx)ears  that  the 
republic  of  Colombia  now  finds  itself  embarrassed  with  the  presence  of 
the  R.  R.  Cuyler  in  the  waters  of  that  republic,  which  presence  is  sup- 
XK>sed  to  involve  the  dangers  of,  first,  complications  with  Peru  for  a  vio- 
lation of  the  convention  between  Colombia  and  Peru;  second,  of  compli- 
cations with  Spain  by  the  compromise  of  the  neutrality  in  Colombia :  and, 
^  thirdly,  of  apprehended  loss  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
in  the  good  faitii  of  the  Colombian  government.    That  the  government 
of  Colombia  also  apprehends  that  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  if  suffered  to  leave 
the  i)orts  of  that  republic,  without  such  a  naval  guard  as  the  President 
of  Colombia  is  unable  to  furnish,  might  become  a  scene  of  mutiny,  and 
that  her  officers  and  crew  might  even  take  up  a  course  of  piracy  on  the 
high  seas.    That  under  these  circumstances  the  government  of  t^olombia 
would  regard  it  as  the  most  prudent  and  desirable  course  that  the  R.  R. 
Cuyler,  under  the  naval  protection  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
returned  to  the  port  of  New  York,  to  the  end  that  this  government  might 
deliver  her  there  to  the  government  of  Peru,  for  whom,  in  reality,  and  not 
for  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  it  is  now  to  be  understood  the  vessel 
was  prepared  as  a  ship  of  war.  » 

You  have  very  properly  referred  the  case  to  this  department  for 
instructions;  and  in  the  mean  time  you  have  requested  the  commander 
of  any  war  vessel  or  steamer  of  the  United  States  at  Colon,  Carthagena, 
or  Santa  Martha  to  keep  watch  in  the  interest  of  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment over  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  and  to  prevent  her  from  going  to  sea  until 
this  government  shall  have  pronounced  its  opinion  upon  the  case  sub- 
mitted. 

Having  taken  the  President's  directions,  I  have  now  to  inform  you. 
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first,  that  your  proceedings  in  the  conference  before  mentioned  with  Mr. 
Martin  are  approved. 

Second.  That  the  President  is  very  favorably  impressed  with  the 
frankness,  loyalty,  and  prudence  which  the  reorganize  government  of 
the  United  States  of  Golombia  has  manifested  in  relation  to  the  subjects 
discussed,  and  th^t  he  also  deeply  regrets  the  embarrasssment  of  the 
Colombian  authonties  which  the  minister  for  foreign  relations  has  so 
fiilly  described.  You  will  assure  the  minister  that  this  govemmait 
sincerely  sympathizes  with  the  republic  of  Colombia  in  the  desire  to 
relieve  itself  from  that  embarrassment 

Third.  That  in  permitting  the  departure  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  this 
government  acted  entirely  without  suspicion,  and  with  an  unhesitating 
reliance  upon  the  representations  which  it  had  received  from  Mi".  Salgar, 
the  accredited  minister  of  the  republic  of  Colombia.  You  will  add  that 
this  government  entertained  not  the  least  suspicion  that  the  confidence 
thus  reposed  by  it  in  tJie  President  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Colombia  could  be  abuseu,  as  it  now  clearly  appears  to  have  been  abused. 

The  President  regrets  to  learn  that  Mr.  Salgar,  as  well  as  Pre^dent 
Mosquera,  who  was  then  the  undisputed  and  recognized  executive 
head  of  the  government  of  Colombia,  acted  frauduleptly  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  both  against  the  United  States  and  against  Colombia. 

Fourth.  So  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned,  the  R.  R.  Cuyler 
is  and  must  be  considered  a  foreign  vessel  belonging  now  to  the  United 
States  of  Colombia,  or  at  least  tlmt  she  in  nowise  belongs  to  or  can  be 
recognised  as  belonging  to  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  law  in  the  United  States  by  which  any  restriction  or  control 
could  now  be  extended  to  or  exercised  over  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  by  the  United 
States,  either  in  the  waters  of  Colombia  or  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  while  she  is  neither  doing  nor  threatening 
any  wrong  to  the  United  States.  There  is  no  law  by  which  she  can  be 
received  within  the  United  States  in  any  other  character  than  as  a  ship  of 
^ar  of  that  friendly  republic,  nor  is  there  any  law  which  would  author- 
ize  her  transfer  or  delivery  here  by  the  government  of  Colombia,  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  party,  to  a  foreign  power 
which  is  at  war  with  another  foreign  8tate  with  which  the  United  States 
are  at  peace.  Last  of  all,  could  the  United  States  assume  to  receive 
her  from  the  government  of  Colombia  as  a  neutral,  and  transfer,  ^r 
cause  or  permit  her  to  be  transferred,  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  to  any  belligerent. 

Fifth.  The  executive  government  of  the  United  States  has  no  authority 
to  exercise  vigilance  over  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  in  Colombian  waters  while 
she  neither  commits  nor  threatens  to  do  any  act  of  hostility  or  iiyury. 
to  the  United  States.  You  will,  therefore,  after  having  given  proper 
notice  to  the  President  of  Colombia,  be  expected  to  recall  your  requ^ 
or  instructions  in  that  respect  before  given  to  the  United  States  naval 
commander  on  the  coast. 

I  cannot  close  thia  dispatch  without  assuring  you  of  my  appreciatioii 
of  the  diligent  attention  you  have  manifested  in  regard  to  the  subjects 
discussed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Peter  J.  Suxjjvan,  Esq.,  <^.,  <£c.,  <£c. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  October  12, 1867. 
SiB :  In  conformity  with  your  Nos.  3,  6,  and  8,  of  June  the  5th,  of 
July  6th  and  16th  last,  (which  reached  me  but  a  few  days  since,)  I 
addressed  a  note  to  the  Colombian  government  asking  explanations 
touching  the  irregularity  of  the  shipment  of  American  citizens  in  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  a/ww  Rayo,  at  New  York,  and  their  subsequent 
bad  treatment  by  the  Colombian  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  consideration  and 
instructions,  copies  of  correspondence  had  between  myself  and  the 
Colombian  government,  and  some  of  our  consuls  on  the  coast,  on  this 
new  painful  subject,  viz : 

A  is  my  letter  to  the  Colombian  government ;  B,  the  answer ;  C,  my 
reply ;  D,  E,  letters  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Carthagena ;  F. 
my  answer  and  instructions;  H,  my  letter  to  the  United  States  consul' 
at  Panama,  with  instructions ;  I,  my  letter  to  United  States  commercial 
agent  at  Baranquilla ;  J,  the  Diario  Oficial  exposing  General  Salgar. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^hingtotij  D.  C. 


A. 

Mr.  Sullivan  to  Senor  Martin, 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States, 
•  ^  BogotOy  October  5,  1867. 

8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  your  exceUency  that  I  have  been  instructed  by  my 
government  to  demand  of  the  government  of  Colombia  explanations  touching  the 
uregnlarity  of  the  shipment  of  American  citizens  in  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler  at  the 
port  of  New  York  by  the  Colombian  executive  government,  and  its  subsequent  refusal 
to  pay  them  their  wages. 

To  the  inquiry  I  have  now  to  add  that  of  the  barbarous  and  cruel  murder  of  some 
of  these  very  men  by  the  Colombian  national  army  at  Carthagena,  aided  by  the  cun- 
ning connivance  of  its  commander,  and  that  of  his  brother,  the  President  of  the  State 
of  fiolivar. 

The  United  States  consul  at  that  place,  in  a  note  of  the  14th  ultimo,  informs  me  of 
the  recent  disgraceful  attack  upon  lour  of  these  men  by  a  mob  composed  principaUy 
of  the  national  officers  and  soldiers  garrisoning  the  city  of  Carthagena,  and  oi  the 
brutal  murder  of  George  A.  Borchart  and  J.  W.  Murdaugh,  and  the  serious  wounding 
of  S.  L.  Domin,  aU  natives  of  the  United  States  of  America.  That  the  assassins,  while 
butchering  their  victims,  derisively  denounced  them  as  Americans,  and  when  they  had 
completed  the  murder,  robbed  and  denuded  the  dead  bodies  of  everything  of  value 
found  upon  them. 

That  at  the  time  these  assaults  and  murders  were  being  concocted  and  committed, 
the  President  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  who  had  been  previously  warned  of  the  fact,  was 
Quietly  seated  in  the  '^cuartel^  when  the  national  officers  and  soldiers  went  out  there- 
crom  to  commit  these  foul  and  bloody  deeds.  And  his  brother,  the  commander  of  these 
troops,  although  duly  informed  by  the  murderers  of  their  intention  to  commit  these 
crimes,  having  taken  no  measures  to  prevent  them,  shows  conclusively  that  the  state 
and  national  authorities  at  Carthagena  had  with  premeditated  and  deliberate  nudice 
cunningly  connived  at,  and  were  parties  to,  the  welcoming  of  these  foredoomed  Ameri- 
/'  with  bloody  hands  to  inho^itable  graves.'' 
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If  these  men  were  guilty  of  any  crime,  why  were  they  not  dnly  aireeted  and  tried 
according  to  Colombian  laws  and  the  laws  of  ciyilized  nations  f 

A  brief  statement  of  their  sad  case  will  suffice  to  show  that  the  Colombian  goTenh 
ment  is  unquestionably  responsible  to  that  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  th« 
fitting  out,  under  false  pretenses,  the  said  steamer  in  the  port  of  the  latter,  and  for 
decoying  those  men  &om  their  native  land  and  afterwards  murdering  them  without 
cause,  without  trial,  while  in  an  utterly  helpless  condition  on  Colombian  soil.  On 
the  28th  of  August,  1866,  the  executive  government  of  Colombia  '*  in  the  name  of  God!" 
entered  into  a  seciet  treaty  with  Pern,  having  for  one  of  its  objects  the  fitting  out  and 
manning  in  ports  of  the  United  States  of  America  (without  the  knowledge  or  coiuMrDt 
of  the  government  of  that  country)  vessels  of  war,  to  be  ultimately  used  by  Pern  i& 
her  war  with  Spain. 

Subsequently  General  Salgar,  the  Colombian  minister  at  Washington,  secretly  actiQ|; 
upon  and  carrying  out  the  unlawful  purposes  of  this  treaty,  assured  in  the  most  posi- 
tive- manner  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  that  his  government  h^i 
entered  into  a  contract  with  citizens  of  said  United  States  for  the  purchase,  aiming, 
and  equipping  of  said  steamer,  to  be  delivered  at  a  Colombian  port,  and  gave  bond 
that  this  armed  vessel  was  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  hia  own  government,  he  thro 
well  knowing  that  said  armed  vessel  was  bought  for  the^vemment  of  Peru  tobenwd 
against  Spain. 

On  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Colombian  government,  pledged  by  its  said  minister, 

thia  vessel,  with  American  officers  and  crew,  waa  permitted  to  sail  from  the  port  of  New 

York  upon  her  voyage,  in  the  expectation  that  she  would  become  a  public  armed  yei«^l 

of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  subsequently  delivered  up  to,  and  was  receiv<^ 

,by  the  Colombian  executive  government  and  its  proper  agents,  on  the  Colombian  coaA 

Neither  the  subtlety  of  the  logician  nor  the  blandishmenta  of  the  rhetorician  can 
justly  palliate  or  deny  the  accountability  of  the  Colombian  government  to  that  of  the 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  for  the  unlawful  fitting  out  and  brinpni; 
from  the  port  of  New  York  this  armed  vessel ;  for  the  duplicity  and  fraud  practiiytl  by 
the  officials  of  Colombia  upon  these  unfortunate  Americans,  for  the  purxM)se  of  aUann^ 
them  from  their  native  homes,  under  the  plausible  ^uise  of  splendid,  honorable  employ- 
ment, and  subsequently  to  abandon  them  without  just  cause,  and  leave  them  in  a  desti- 
tute and  utterly  helpless  condition,  as  outcasts  upon  the  shores  of  Colombia,  and  wbil« 
in  this  situation  to  murder  them  in  cold  blood. 

What  redress  can  or  will  the  Colombian  government  offer  to  that  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  these  grievances,  remains  to  be  seen. 

I  now  demand  of  the  Colouibian  government,  that  the  said  commander  of  the  tioopi 
at  Carthagena  be  forthwith  stricken  from  the  army  rolls  in  disgrace ;  that  all  partieN 
principal  and  accesnories,  to  the  said  assault  and  murders,  shall  be  forthwith  arrestnl 
tfled,  and  punished  according  to  law,  and  such  other  satisfaction  as  Justice  and  tbe 
nature  of  tuis  case  may  require. 

I  request  an  answer  to  this  note  within  five  days  from  it»  date,  as  bv  that  time  I 
shall  prepare  disiiatches  for  my  government  and  its  consuls  on  the  Colombian  coa«t  on 
this  subject. 

But  ere  I  close  this  note  I  must  state  I  believe  in  my  heart  the  present  govenuofot 
of  Colombia  is  sincerely  disix)sed  to  maintain  good  order  ihnd  tranquillity  at  home,  aod 
to  preserve  its  integrity  and  honor  with  all  foreign  powers ;  and  that  it  loves  the  pt^- 
emment,  people,  and  institutions  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  hence,  I  Iwlieve. 
will  not  sanction  the  inhuman  conduct  of  the  said  commander  of  these  butchers,  or  cf 
his  brother,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  nor  of  these  atrocious  muiden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiferato  to  your  excellency  my  unfaltering  faith  in  your  hi^ 
sense  of  honor  and  love  of  justice,  and  to  remain  your  excellencv^  obedient  servant. 

PEtEE  J.  SULUVA>. 

His  Excellency  Doctor  Carlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  For^gn  Belationi  U.  S,  C. 


B. 

Mr»  Martin  to  Mr,  Sullivan. 
[TranBlation.] 

Office  of  the  Home  Department  and  Foreign  RELAno3(», 

Boffotoy  (ki^ber  10,  l^hT. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  dated  5th  instant,  which  your  fxrrK 
lency  has  been  pleased  to  remit  to  this  office,  in  which  you  state  that  yon  have  wwi'^^ 
instructions  from  your  government  to  demand  an  explanation  from  (hat  of  Calon^ 
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renpecting  the  irregnlar  conduct  of  the  Colombian  adnunistration  in  shipping  American 
citizens  on  board  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  and  afterwards  refusing  to  pay  them  their 
salaries.  And  your  excellency  adds  that  you  have  to  make  another  demand  for  exjilaufi- 
tions  respecting  the  barbarous  and  cruel  assassination  of  some  of  the  above-mentioned 
citizens  by  the  Colombian  national  army  stationed  in  Carthagena,  aided  by  the  crafty 
support  of  their  commander,  and  of  the  brother  of  the  latter,  President  of  the  State  of 
Bolivar,  transmitting  also  certain  details  bearing  reference  to  the  occurrence,  which 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  resident  in  Caii)hagena  has  remitted  to  the  American 
legation. 

The  above-mentioned  communication  having  been  laid  before  the  citizen  President, 
I  have  received  instructions  to  forward  to  your  excellency  the  following  reply : 

The  federal  government  of  Colombia  laments  the  events  which  your  excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  communicate,  and  most  profoundly  deplores  that  the  national  forties 
organiz(>d  and  stationed  in  Carthagena,  falling  to  fulnll  their  duties  as  protectoi-s  of 
righta  and  security,  as  appears  by  your  excellency's  statement,  should  unfortunately 
have  allowed  themselves  to  be  induced  to  act  with  the  barbarous  cruelty  which  you 
relate. 

The  federal  government,  in  obedience  to  the  sentiments  of  justice  which  animate  it, 
and  yielding  to  its  natural  indignation  at  such  proceedings,  as  well  as  to  the  friendship 
which  it  entertains  for  the  American  people  and  their  government,  has  dictated  all  the 
measures  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  to  which  your  excel- 
lency refers,  and  to  discover  the  persons  who  have  taken  part  in  such  conduct,  and 
bring  to  effectual  and  rigorous  trial  all  such  as  may  be  responsible  for  the  same,  be 
they  who  they  may,  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  the  law. 

In  the  same  manner  the  said  government  has  issued  peremptory  orders  for  disband- 
ing the  battalicm  which  was  in  Carthagena  under  the  command  of  SeHor  Gonzales 
Carazo,  to  which  the  officers  referred  to  by  your  excellency's  note  belonged ;  the  said 
force  will  therefore  no  longer  bo  in  the  service  of  the  republic. 

The  federal  government  will  proceed,  as  respects  the  demand  made  by  your  excel- 
lency, for  the  msmissal  from  the  service  of  the  commander  of  the  forces  stationed  in 
Carthagena,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  other  reparations  for  which  application  is 
made  in  the  note  above  referred  to,  with  all  the  energy  and  decision  wnich  justice 
demands,  and  as  are  compatible  with  the  constitution  and  laws. 

No  consideration  shall  avail  to  detain  the  federal  government  in  the  path  which  it 
haa  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  American  government  due  and  legal  repara- 
tion for  such  acts. 

The  attorney  general,  our  highest  functionary,  who  can  judicially  speak  for  the  na- 
tion, has  receivSl  instructions  and  been  peremptorily  ordered  to  carry  into  effect  all 
such  measures  as  may  bring  to  judgment  the  parties  guilty  of  the  assassination  of  th» 
unfortunate  American  citizens  Borchart  and  Murdaugh. 

The  government  of  Bolivar  has  also  been  called  upon  to  give  a  strict  account  of  itw 
conduct  in  this  respect,  as  an  agent  of  the  federal  government. 

Your  excellency  complains,  also,  of  the  irre|^lar  proceedings  of  the  former  Colom- 
bian administration  in  celebrating  the  secret  convention  of  ^th  August,  1866,  among 
the  stipulations  of  which  appears  one  for  equipping  and  arming,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  certain  vessels  which  were  to  be  delivered  by  Peru^ian 
agents ;  and  demands  an  explanation  of  certain  acts  which  have  been  performed  in 
conftequence  of  the  said  convention,  and  which  affect  the  American  government,  as 
having  been  executed  in  its  dominions,  such  as  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  Rayo  from 
New  York. 

In  order  to  remove  every  motive  of  complaint  in  this  respect,  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Sullivan  that  the  executive  government  of  Colombia,  tnrough  this  office 
of  state,  guided  by  a  sentiment  of  of  the  highest  esteem  for  the  relations  which  unite 
it  with  that  of  the  American  Union,  and  wj^  the  object  of  maintaining  the  said  rela- 
tions upon  the  basis  of  a  perfect  understanmng  and  cordiality,  considered  that  the  most 
perfect  honor,  frankness,  and  truth,  would  be  the  best  means  for  securing  in  a  perma- 
nent manner  the  said  beneficial  relations.  In  observance  of  such  a  line  of  conduct  the 
honorable  minister  was  invited  to  this  office  of  state  a  very  few  days  after  his  arrival 
in  this  capital,  and  the  national  government,  with  a  spontaneousness  which  proves  its 
good  faith,  lost  no  time  to  acquaint  him  with  the  said  secret  convention,  as  well  a»  witli 
all  the  acts  performed  in  execution  thereof  which  had  any  reference  to  the  American 
government. 

The  conference  took  place  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  from  the  minute  which  wa^ 
drawn  up  thereof,  it  appears  that  ttie  Hon.  Mr.  Sullivan  duly  appreciated  the  said  con- 
duct, and  accepted  the  explanations  respecting  the  secret  convention,  which,  from  a 
sense  of  the  justice  due  to  his  government,  were  spontaneously  offered  him. 

In  the  above-mentioned  conJference,  I  informed  j'our  excellency  that  General  Salgar 
had  been  superseded  in  his  mission  near  the  Amen  can  government  on  the  31st  of  last 
Mav,  on  which  day  the  executive  power  of  Colombia  had  found  reason  to  believe  that 
he  had  taken  part  in  the  execution  of  the  said  convention ;  that  he  would  be  held  n^ 
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sponaible  to  the  snpreme  federal  ooart  of  Colombia  for  hiB  prooeediDgs.  Upon  t^ 
occaaion  I  also  stated  to  voor  excelleDC  v  that  one  of  the  cansea  of  the  reapimsibili^  vhieh 
were  then  in  course  of  being  inquired  into,  as  regards  General  Mo6quer%  chief  of  the 
former  executive  administration  of  Colombia,  and  at  present  suspended  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  presidential  ftinctions,  and  submitted  to  trial  before  the  senate  of  the  Union, 
is  that  of  naving  celebrated  and  commenced  to  carry  into  effect  the  said  secret  conven- 
tion, abandoning  in  this  manner  the  line  of  conduct  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  I 
informed  your  excellency,  also,  that  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  uposi  the  present  executive 
government  receiving  the  first  advice  of  the  said  act,  its  validity  was  repudiated  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  which  has  occasioned  a  controversy  with  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Peruvian  republic  in  this  capitaL 

The  nation  J  the  present  government  m  its  name,  has  done  ev^ything  in  its  power. 
In  order  to  vindicate  its  rij^ts  which  were  violated  b^  unfaithful  magistrates,  the  per- 
sons of  the  latter  were  seized  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  in  the  dock  of  the  ao- 
cnsed  before  the  tribunal  in  such  case  provided,  the  senate  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 
With  a  view  to  give  satisfaction  to  friendly  nations,  to  folfiU  the  international  dntie& 
and  to  carry  into  effect  the  institutions  of  Colombia,  the  said  government  has  ignored 
the  validity  of  the  secret  convention  of  28th  August,  1866,  and  especially  wUh  the 
American  government,  that  of  Colombia  lost  no  time  in  proving  its  faithfulness  by  lay- 
ing before  the  former  a  full  account  of  the  said  convention,  and  of  everything  con- 
nected therewith,  without  having  received  any  invitation  in  that  respect,  and  goided 
solely  by  the  greatest  integrity  and  deference. 

The  expression  contain^  in  the  above-mentioned  note  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SuUivan,  to 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  by  which  he  recognizes  in  my  government  a  sineere 
desire  to  maintain  public  order  in  the  interior,  preserve  its  honor  before  all  foreign 
powers,  and  continue  its  friendly  relations  with  the  government  and  people  of  we 
United  States  of  America,  is  profoundly  grateful  to  the  federal  government. 

The  act  of  Justice  which  your  excellency  hopes  to  obtain,  as  a  proof  of  these  senti- 
ments of  consideration  f<^  your  goverment,  shaU  be  an  object  of  me  raecial  attention 
of  the  executive  power  of  Colombia,  who  will  endeavor  to  justify  on  this  solemn  occa- 
sion the  faith  which  your  excellency  declares  he  has  in  its  high  sentiments  of  honor 
and  love  of  Justice. 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  manifested  by  your  exoellenoy  to  obtain  an  early  rq^ly, 
by  reason  of  the  approaching  dispatch  of  the  post,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  attenmni; 
thereto,  and  take  advantage  of  tne  present  opportunity  to  subscribe  myself  the  Hon. 
General  Sullivan's  most  attentive  and  faithful  servant, 

CARLOS  MARTIN. 


C. 

Mr.  Mlwam  to  8mor  MariU. 

Legation  of  thb  Uiotbd  States  of  America, 

Bofffita,  Ooiober  11, 1867. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the 
10th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to  tne  irregular  shipment  of  American 
citizens  in  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  at  New  York,  by  the  Colombian  government,  and 
the  subsequent  abuse  of  all,  and  mujxier  of  some,  of  these  men  at  Carthagena. 

I  receive  with  infinite  gratification  the  renewed  token  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  towards  the  government  and  people  of  tiii 
United  Si»tes  of  America;  and  in  behalf  of  my  government  I  reciprocate  the  senti- 
ments of  friendship  expressed  by  you,  in  your  said  note,  for  my  government. 

So  long  as  this  friendly  spirit  exists,  which  I  trust  will  be  perpetual,  the  sister  lepob* 
lies  of  .Ajnerica  and  Colomoia  will  be  happy  in  their  mutual  relations  towards,  and 
tnaik  confidence  in.  each  other;  and  the  attempts  of  bad  and  designing  men  to  disturb 
these  relations  will  be  speedily  detected,  exposed,  and  punished. 

Neither  thall  the  friendship  of  our  respective  countries  be  endangered,  nor  tberepab- 
lican  institutions  perish  by  tne  hands  of  assassins. 

In  the  spirit  of  true  friendship,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SUUJVAN. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Dr.  Carlos  Martin, 

Seor^ary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Betatione  Uni^  Statee  of  CWmMa. 
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D. 

Mr,  Hanaherg  to  Mr.  SuUivan, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Cartkagenoj  September  14, 1867. 

Sir  :  I  refer  yon  to  my  last  rei>ort  of  the  second  instant,  giving  yon  an  account  of  the 
horrible  mnrder  of  the  two  officers  of  the  Rayo,  Messrs.  Borchart  and  Murdangh,  and  the 
serious  wounding  of  Mr.  Domin,  a  son  of  Commodore  Domin  of  the  United  States  navy. 
This  case  has  appeared  to  me  so  much  worse,  from  the  fact  that  the  authorities  have 
not  taken  any  steps  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  that  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  call  your  attention  officially  to  the  matter.  At  the  time  those  iK>or  feUows  were 
being  killed,  the  President  of  the  State  was  quietly  sitting  in  the  cuartel,  from  which 
the  officers  and  soldiers  were  goins  out  to  commit  the  bloody  deeds.  The  commander  of 
the  troops,  who  is  the  brother  of  tne  President,  was  informed  by  the  murderers  of  their 
intentions ;  but  he  took  no  active  measures  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the  crime.  In 
consequence  of  this  it  will  appear  to  those  brutal  officers  and  soldiers  that  they  can  kill 
Americans  (as  they  consider  those  officers)  with  impunity,  and  I  thihk  the  case  should 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  national  government  by  some  one. 

On  the  5th  instant  a  Spanish  steamer  arrived  here  from  Santa  Martha.  There  were 
on  board  three  of  the  crew  of  the  Rayo,  and  I  thought  it  necessary  to  go  on  board  and 
request  them  not  to  come  on  shore,  or  tney  might  have  been  murdered.  We  have  heard 
nothing  from  Santa  Martha  since  this  affair.  The  Rayo  drifted  from  her  moorings 
during  a  squall  a  few  nights  since,  and  brought  up  alongside  of  a  coral  reef.  Although 
she  received  no  immediate  damage,  it  is  my  opinion  she  will  never  leave  there. 

The  day  beforeyesterday  we  received  a  mail  from  the  interior;  but  these  were  only 
late  dates  from  Honda,  (August  29,)  the  correspondence,  Slc.,  from  Bogota  being  from 
the  month  of  May. 

We  have  no  later  news  from  the  United  States  since  my  last.    There  are  rumors  of 
further  troubles  at  Barranquilla;  but  there  is  no  reliable  news  from  there. 
I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

AUG.  S-  HANABERG. 

General  Peter  J.  Sullivan, 

Minister  Beeident  Bogota,  United  Statee  of  Colombia, 


Mr,  Hanaberg  to  Mr,  S^Minan, 

No.  19.1  ^COSWiTLATB  OF  THE  UnTTED  StaTBS  OF  AMTOaCA, 

CortkagmMy  United  Staiee  of  CoUmbiOy  September  14,  1867. 
Sir:  In  my  nnoffieial  letter  under  date  of  the  2d  ultimo,  I  informed  you  of  the  dis- 
gracefril  attack  upon  /our  of  the  late  officers  of  the  steamer  Rayo  by  a  mob  composed 

Srincipally  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrison  of  this  city,  and  of  the  brutal  mur- 
er  of  Messrs.  G^rge  A.  Borchart  and  J.  W.  Murdangh,  and  the  serious  wounding  of 
T.  L.  Domin,  natives  of  the  United  States,  who  were  at  the  time  employed  as  officers 
of  the  Colombian  steamer  Colombia.  As  I  had  repeatedly  expressed  my  opinion  to  those 
officers  as  well  as  to  the  authorities  of  this  State,  that  the  former  having  taking  service 
under  this  government  and  an  active  part  in  the  civil  war  in  the  State  of  Magoalena,  as 
they  were  at  the  time,  still  in  the  Colombian  service,  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to 
take  any  official  steps  in  regard  to  the  affair.  Although  I  applied  to  the  President  of 
the  State,  after  the  murder  of  the  two  officers,  requinng  him  to  afford  protection  to 
the  other  two,  that  they  might  leave  the  city,  and  also  applied  for  the  bodies  of  the  two 
murdered  persons,  and  attended  to  their  burial,  I  did  so  unofficially.  Nevertheless  it 
is  provoking  and  alanning  to  find  that  neither  the  local  authorities  nor  the  agents  of 
the  national  government  have  taken  any  steps  in  this  matter.  Not  only  was  there  uo 
protection  afforded  to  these  officers  of  the  national  government,  when  it  was  known 
that  their  lives  were  threatened,  but  since  their  murder,  when,  after  ^ing  through  the 
form  of  a  judicial  investigation,  it  has  been  impossible  to  prevent  its  appearing  who 
were  the  principal  assassins,  no  one  has  been  arrested,  and  tnose  assassins  continue  in 
the  command  or  the  national  forces  garrisoning  this  city.  They  not  only  killed  those 
poor  men  whom  they  speak  of  as  Americans,  but  robbed  their  dead  bodies  of  every- 
thing of  value  which  was  found  upon  them,  even  to  their  clothing. 

Besides  being  the  bearers  of  official  documents  from  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Magdalena,  two  of  those  officers  brought  private  letters  fix>m  General  Santos  Gutieres, 
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the  natioDal  President  elect,  recommending  tliem  to  the  protection  of  the  President  of 
the  State  of  Bolivar ;  these  letters  were  handed  to  his  excellency  the  morning  after  the 
murder  of  one  of  the  j^ersons  recommended,  and  were  covered  with  the  blood  of  the 
other. 

In  consideration  of  this  criminal  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
State,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state  the  case  officially  to  you,  and  I  have  also  sent 
a  full  account  of  the  affair  to  the  Department  of  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUG  S.  HANABERG, 

United  States  Consul. 
General  Peter  J.  SrixiVAK, 

r.  S.  mnUter  Besident,  Bogota,  United  States  of  Colomlna, 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Hanaherg, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  October  12, 1867. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d,  and  two  of  the  14th  ultimo,  detailing  th^  late  inhuman 
murder  of  American  citizens  at  Carthagena,  have  been  but  recently  received. 

That  you  might  see  with  what  diligence  and  paternal  care  our  government  watches 
over  the  lives  and  property  of  its  people  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I  inclose  herewith 
copies  of  correspondence  had  between  myself  and  the  Colombian  government  on  this 
umawful  and  cruel  affair. 

You  will  be  careful  in  your  deportment  and  expressions  to  and  of  the  people  of  Car- 
thagena on  the  subject  to  which  this  correspondence  relates,  and  nse  your  best 
endeavors  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  that  now  happQy  exist  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  Colombia  and  ours. 

You  will  proceed  at  once  to  fully  investigate  the  cause  and  mode  of  the  assassination 
of  George  A.  Borchart  and  I.  W.  Murdaugh,  and  the  assault  upon  and  wounding  of  T. 
L.  Domin,  mentioned  in  your  said  letters,  and  duly  report  the  result  to  our  govern- 
ment. 

These  men  having  been  fraudulently  decoyed  from  their  native  land,  have  not  lost 
their  character  or  rights  as  American  citizens.  It  may  be  a  question  whether  that  right 
did  not  become  dormant  while  they  were  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment f    Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  not ;  but  of  this  hereafter. 

To  enable  you  to  take  testimony  in  this  case  without  fear  or  intimidation,  you  will 
order  to  your  aid  the  commander  of  any  United  States  war  ship  or  steamer  at  Colon, 
and  retain  him  with  his  command  at  Carthagena  until  your  taisk  is  well  finished,  or 
until  you  can  safely  do  without  him. 

You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time  the  conise  of  events  in  this  matter. 
I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

Augustus  8.  Hanaberg,  Esq., 

U,  S.  Consul  at  Carthagena,  United  States  of  Colombia, 


H. 

Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Smith, 

Legation  of  tbe  United  States, 

Bogota,  Ociober  12, 1867. 

Sir  :  That  you  might  see  with  what  diligence  and  paternal  care  our  goTemmciit 
watches  over  the  lives  and  property  of  its  people,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I  inclose 
herewith  copies  of  correspondence  had  between  tie  Colombian  government  and  myself; 
on  the  suWect  of  the  in-egular  shipment  of  American  citizens  in  the  steamer  R.  E. 
Cuyler,  at  New  York,  by  the  Colombian  government,  and  the  subsequent  abuse  of  all, 
and  murder  of  some,  of  these  men  at  Cailhagena. 

\Miat  may  yet  grow  out  of  this  affair  I  cannot  now  clearly  see.  The  Colombian 
government,  no  matter  how  well  inclined,  is  almost  powerless  to  redress  these  griev- 
ances, or  to  afford  sufficient  security  against  a  repetition  of  them.  But  I  shall  take 
good  care  that  the  name  of  an  American  citizen  shall  be  respected  throughout  Colom- 
bia, and  that  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens  shall  be  protected  in  the  faturp 
against  unlawful  violence  and  savage  barbarism. 
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That  there  exists  a  premeditated  scheme  of  heretofore  baffled  and  designing  men 
along  the  coast  of  Colombia,  to  mnrder  and  rob  our  people  residing  or  sojourning 
among  them^  and  provoke  hostilities  between  our  government  and  this,  I  firmly  l)elieve, 
and  in  order  to  examine  into  and  frostrate  it,  if  in  existence,  you  will  repair,  without 
delay,  to  Mr.  Robinson,  our  vice-consul  at  Colon,  and  consult  with  him  on  the  subject, 
and  report  the  result  to  me. 

I  have,  as  you  are  aware,  great  confidence  in  yonr  sound  discretion  and  ripe  Judg- 
ment. Mr.  Robinson  you  wul  find  to  be  a  discreet,  intelligent,  and  faithful  officer,  on 
whose  judgment,  in  these  matters,  you  can  safely  rely,  ana  to  whom  you  will  promptly 
make  known  the  whole  contents  of  this  and  accompanying  dispatches. 

On  reflection,  I  think  that  Mr.  Robinson  and  yourself  had  better  order  any  of  our 
men-of-war  at  Colon  to  go  immediately  to  the  aid  of  our  consul  at  Carthagena,  who  is 
ordered  to  take  testimony  in  and  rei>ort  upon  said  assaults  and  murders  in  Carthagena. 
You  will  promptly  report  to  me  on  the  sumect  of  this  note. 

I  remain,  dear  general,  very  respectmUy,  yon  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

General  T.  K.  Sboth, 

r.  S.  Consul  at  Panama^  V,  S,  C. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr.  PelM, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  October  12,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  duly  received  your  note  announcing  the  arrival  at  Baranquilla  of  the 
President  elect  of  Colombia  and  the  Brazilian  minister,  and  the  attention  paid  to  them 
at  that  place.    Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  now  in  Bogota,  and  have  paid  their  respects 
to  me. 

That  you  may  perceive  the  watchfulness  of  our  government  over  the  lives  and 
interests  of  its  citizens  in  this  countrj',  I  inclose,  herewith,  copies  of  correspondence 
had  between  the  Colombian  government  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  late  inhuman 
murder  of  Americans  at  Carthagena. 

I  tan  sure  I  need  hardly  caution  you  to  be  very  careful  in  your  language  to  and  of 
the  people  of  this  country  on  the  subject  to  which  these  papers  relate.  I  should  not 
be  astonished  if  there  was  a  conspiracy  on  the  coast  to  murder  and  rob  more  of  our 
people  who  may  hapx>en  to  be  among  them. 

I  am,  dear  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULUVAN. 
Colonel  E.  P.  Pellet,    . 

U,  S.  Commercial  Agent,  Baranquilla,  U,  8,  C. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No.  23.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  25, 1867. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  September,  No.  25,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  an  interesting  correspondence  whicfi  you  recently 
had  with  Mr.  Hanaberg,  United  States  consul  at  Carthagena,  on  a 
rumor  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  had  been  assassinated  at  Rio 
Hacha,  and  also  concerning  the  case  of  the  persons,  lately  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  enlisted  in  the  Colombian  service  on  board  the 
Colombian  steamer  El  Rayo.  The  reported  assassination  having  proved 
to  be  without  foundation,  and  the  case  of  the  persons  enlisted  on  the 
steamer  El  Rayo  having  been  already  considered,  I  do  not  find  it  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  at  the  present  time  upon  either  of  those  matters. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cOc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Svllwcm. 

No.  25.J  Department  op  State, 

Woihingtouy  October  30, 1867. 

Sm:  In  my  No.  14  I  directed  your  attention  to  the  painful  eTent  in 
which  George  A.  Borchart  and  J.  W.  Murdaugh  were  assailed  and  mur- 
dered by  a  mob  at  Carthagena  on  the  1st  of  September  last.  I  instructed 
you  to  address  yourself  to  the  President  of  Colombia  and,  upon  the 
grounds  then  mentioned,  to  urge  a  prompt  imd  tliorough  investigation  of 
the  transaction,  to  the  end  that  the  guilty  parties  may  be  brought  to  con- 
dign punishmen^and  that  indemnities,  as  far  as  possible,  may  l^  awarded 
to  the  families  of  the  individuals  who  were  barbarously  slain. 

Eecent  advices  from  Sabanilla  tend  to  confinn  witih  aggravation  all 
die  details  which  had  before  been  received.  It  becomes  my  duty,  there- 
fore, to  instruct  you  to  press  the  subject  upon  the  early  attention  of  the 
Colombian  government  with  all  the  vigor  and  energy  that  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  diplomatic  propriety  and  with  the  sincere  friendship  which 
this  government  desires  to  cultivate  for  the  republic  of  Colombia. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  etc.,  <fcc.,  itc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  SulUvtm. 

No.  28.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUmj  December  3,  1867. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  October 
12th,  No.  33.  It  reports  to  me  the  manner  in  which  you  have  exe^ited 
the  instructions  of  this  department,  Nos.  3, 5,  and  8.  Your  proceedings 
ill  that  respect  are  entirely  approved.  It  appears  from  your  preceding 
dispatch  that  you  anticipated  the  instructions  contained  in  my  dispatch 
No.  14,  of  September  25,  to  ask  from  the  Colombian  government  an 
investigation  and  redress  for  the  outrage  and  murder  that  were  com- 
mitted upon  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  were  officers  in  the  Colom- 
bian national  service,  by  Colombian  troops,  with  the  alleged  connivance 
of  their  officers,  in  the  city  of  Carthagena.  Your  proceedings  in  this 
matter  also  are  approved  and  commended.  I  do  not  doubt  that,  in  con- 
formity with  the  last-mentioped  instruction,  you  will  have  made  before 
this  time  a  supplementary  representation  to  the  Colombian  government 
asking  suitable  indemnities  in  behalf  of  the  iamilies  of  the  persons  mur- 
dered, as  well  as  in  behalf  of  the  survivors  of  the  outrage. 

I  have  laid  before  the  President  the  answer  which  Mr.  Martin,  minis- 
ter for  foreign  relations,  gave  to  your  representations,  as  well  as  yonr 
reply  to  that  minister.  You  are  now  authorized  to  say  that  the  decision 
which  the  Colombian  government  has  made  upon  the  subject  is  r^arded 
by  the  President  with  sincere  and  unreserved  satisfaction.  I  do  not 
allow  myself  to  doubt  for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Martin's  assurances  will  be 
carried  into  full  effect. 

My  instruction  will  have  already  apprised  you  that  this  government 
has  accepted  with  entire  satisfaction  the  explanations  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Colombia  was  pleased  to  make  of  the  unfortunate  transaction 
of  the  fraudulent  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  B.  B.  Cuyler.    Shoold 
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it  be  necessary,  yon  will  renew  the  expressions  of  our  satisfaction  in  that 
respect. 

1  am.  sir.  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peteb  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <fco.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  47.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  December  26, 1867. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  vast  beds  of  cannel  coal 
have  been  discovered  about  forty  miles  back  of  Eio  Hacha,  and  opposite 
to,  and  to  the  windward  of.  Saint  Thomas.  Bio  Hacha  is,  I  think,  the 
nearest  point  of  land  to  Saint  Thomas.  Between  those  coal  beds  and 
the  sea  the  land  is  level  and  hard,  along  which  a  railway  for  convey- 
ing this  coal  to  the  Atlantic  can  readily  and  cheaply  be  made. 

Ships  can  run  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  without  interruption  from 
adverse  winds,  from  Saint  Thomas  to  this  point,  for  coal. 

These  facts  I  have  learned  from  a  highly  accomplished  and  respect- 
able English  civil  engineer  who  has  been  in  Colombia  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  who  has  surveyed  and  mapped  the  said  coal  beds.  He  says 
this  coal  is  the  best  in  the  world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washingtony  D.  C. 


'  Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  49.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  January  20, 1868. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  (A  and  B)  of  corre- 
spondence had  between  the  Golombian  government  and  myself  on  the 
subject  of  the  Panama  commercial  war  tax. 

The  international  law,  as  quoted  by  Secretary  Martin,  is  equitable  and 
just,  but,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  well  apply  to  the  case  at  issue.  This 
law  presupposes  that  the  native  business  men  of  any  civilized  country 
exceed  in  numbers  the  foreigners  who  may  reside  and  do  business  in  it. 
In  the  State  of  Panama  all  the  merchants  are,  I  believe,  foreigners,  prin- 
cipally citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  are  to  bear  the  whole  of  what- 
ever taxation  which  every  successful  revolutionist  may  choose  to  levy 
upon  them  to  aid  him  in  his,  sometimes,  unlawful  purposes. 

While  the  government  of  Panama  was  trying  to  sustain  one  class  of 
revolutionists  the  government  of  Bolivar  was  endeavoring  to  uphold 
another,  and  levied  very  heavy  contributions  on  foreign  merchants  for 
that  purpose.  Every  three  or  four  years  this  practice  has  been  ruin- 
ously pursued  by  lawless  persons  in  Colombia,  and  it  is  high  time  that 
it  should,  so  far  as  our  people  doing  business  here  are  concerned,  in  some 
way  or  other,  be  restrained. 
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As  there  have  been  no  claims  as  yet  presented  through  me  to  this  gov- 
ernment, founded  upon  said  decrees  or  seizures,  and  as  there  is  plenty 
of  time  to  review  this  subject  and  fix  upon  a  reasonable  rule  in  the  case 
by  which  I  shall  be  governed,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  submit  the 
matter  for  the  President's  consideration  and  yours,  than  for  myself  to 
reply  to  Secretary  Martin's  said  answer. 
His  answer  is  not  altogether  a  very  unfavorable  one. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAS^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 


A. 

Mr.  Sullivan  to  Sencr  Martin, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  August  27,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  hare  to  inclose  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  instructions  addressed  to  me  on 
June  13,  1867,  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unitod  St<at«8  of  America,  on 
tlie  subject  of  the  richts  and  oblic^ations  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Americft 
resiiling  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

Having  previously  read  these  instructions  to  your  excellency,  I  now  beg  leave  to  en- 
treat you  to  receive  with  favor  the  wisdom  and  good  intentions  which  they  import 
towanis  your  country ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  sir,  your  exceUency^s  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

PETER  J.  SLOUVAN. 
His  Excellency  SeHor  Doctor  Cahlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foveigu  Eelations  U,  S,  C. 


B. 

Senor  Martin  to  Mr,  Sullivan. 

[Translation.] 

Office  op  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  December  3, 1867. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  had  the  honor  duly  to  receive  the  communication  of  your  honor 
dated  the  27th  of  last  August,  marked  I^o.  32,  and  inclosing  the  instmctions  issued  on 
the  13th  of  last  June  by  the  department  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  yonr 
honor,  as  resident  minister  to  my  government,  and  to  the  different  American  consols 
and  commercial  agents  in  the  Colombian  Union. 

As  these  instructions  refer  to  certain  act«  of  the  government  of  the  sovereign  State 
of  Panama,  the  executive  has  had  to  wait  for  official  and  detailed  information  of  said 
proceedings  before  handing  to  your  honor  the  reply  which  I  herewith  have  the  honor 
to  address  to  you  to-day.  At  the  same  time  as  I  give  this  answer  permit  me  to  make 
a  short  r6sum6  of  the  occurrences  which  have  given  rise  to  the  claims  made  by  certMH 
North  American  citizens  before  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  so  as  to  te 
able  to  duly  appreciate  the  Justice  of  said  claims  and  the  spirit  of  the  instructioDft 
referred  to,  which  were  the  result  of  said  claims. 

The  24th  of  October,  1866,  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Panama, 
issued  the  seventeenth  law  granting  certain  authorization  to  the  executive  of  the  State; 
in  therein  is  found,  in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  first  article,  that  which  authorises 
the  raising,  to  double  the  value  in  the  present  year  the  commercial  contributions,  P«™* 
aria,  &:c. ;  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  same  article  first,  which  allows  the  State 
executive  to  anticipate  the  collection  of  the  rents  and  contributions  of  the  State,  so  as 
to  be  prepared  for  any  eventuality  which  might  produce  the  derangement  of  public 
order,  the  executive  of  Panama  issued  the  decrees  of  the  11th  of  April  and  24th  of  May 
last,  making  use  of  the  authorities  granted  by  said  law  seventeenth  of  the  State. 

These  decrees  were  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  foreign  consuls  reading  oa 
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the  isthmus  when  they  replied  on  the  27th  of  May  last  to  a  circnlar  note  of  the  25th  of 
the  same  which  was  addressed  to  them  to  inform  them  that,  as  General  Mosquera  had 
dissolved  the  national  congress,  refused  to  recognize  sundry  acts  of  said  body,  and 
declared  the  republic  in  a  state  of  war,  the  President  of  Panama  would  not  admit 
any  force  which  might  be  sent  by  him  to  the  isthmus  so  long  as  the  situation  which 
then  threatened  the  country  might  last. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Rice,  codsuI  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  giving  with  his  col- 
leagues the  above  mentioned  reply  of  the  27th  of  May,  manifested  that  such  decrees  of 
the  government  of  Panama  were  contrary  to  public  treaties  and  to  the  law  practice  of 
nations. 

In  view  of  these  opinions,  which  were  not  accepted  by  the  President  of  Panama,  he, 
the  President,  hastened  to  call  a  meeting  of  various  foreigners,  so  as  to  agree  with  them 
upon  some  measure  which  might  replace  that  which  they  looked  upon  as  prejudicial 
to  their  interests;  but  the  arrangement  which  was  sought  by  the  President  of  Panama 
in  the  civilizing  spirit  of  conciliation  could  not  be  arrived  at,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
order  that  his  previous  disposition  should  be  carried  into  effect. 

Afterw'ards  he  accepted  a  proposition  which  was  made  to  him,  that  the  quarter  which 
commenced  on  the  Ist  of  June  should  be  paid  in  advance,  reserving  to  himself  the 
right  to  raise  the  contribution  to  the  limits  of  the  said  seventeenth  law  in  case  of  need, 
aner  temporarily  suspending  the  execution  of  said  decrees. 

This  is  the  truth  of  the  circumstances,  and  on  such  acts,  supported  by  trustworthy 
documents  in  possession  of  the  national  executive,  do  I  now  proceed  to  examine  the 
claims  referred  to,  and  to  take  into  consideration  the  instructions  which  your  honor 
has  been  pleased  to  pass  me  a  legalized  copy  of. 

This  appreciation  would  appear  useless  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the 
execution  of  the  executive  decrees  of  the  government  of  Panama  issued  in  compliance 
with  a  law  of  the  assembly ;  but  as  this  is  a  precedent  which  may  in  future  cause  new 
questions,  the  federal  executive  thinks  it  might  be  examined. 

The  seventeenth  law  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Panama,  and  the  decrees  of  the  11th 
of  April  and  24th  of  May  last,  in  th :?  execution  of  said  law,  are  not  contrary  to  the 
national  ccmstitution,  which  allows  the  States  to  establish  contribution  to  provide  for 
the  expenses,  so  long  as  the  limit  set  down  in  the  eighth  article  of  our  fundamental 
law  is  not  exceeded. 

The  treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  existing  between  the  two  countries, 
was  not  violated  in  any  way  by  said  acts,  there  not  being  any  stipulation  exempting 
the  citizens  of  North  America  m)m  the  payment  of  ordinary  contributions  of  the  class 
now  under  discussion. 

Quite  on  the  contrary,  in  the  third  article  it  is  stipulated  that  the  citizens  of  either 
of  the  contracting  countries  may  reside  and  trade  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  enjojnng 
the  same  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  as  the  natives,  but  subject  to  the  laws,  decrees, 
and  usages  to  which  native  citizens  are  subfect. 

There  is  now  only  to  inquire  if  these  acts  of  the  government  of  Panama  are  contrary 
to  the  general  stipulations  of  international  law.  The  general  rule  is  saving  only  when 
restrictions  are  imposed  by  public  trearies,  that  foreign  inhabitants  have  to  bear  the 
burden  which  the  laws  impose  upon  the  citizens  without  any  other  condition  than  that 
of  the  burden  of  services ;  and  obligations  of  this  description  comprise  equally  citizens 
and  foreigners. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  prescriptions  of  international  law,  the  Colombian  law 
of  the  21st  of  June,  1866,  defining  the  condition  of  foreigners,  their  rights  and  obliga- 
tions, concedes  to  domiciled  foreigners  the  same  ^^uarantees  and  rights  as  the  Colom- 
bians in  their  persons  and  property,  saving  likewise  the  stipulations  of  public  treaties. 

And  these  prescrij^tions  of  intemationaT  law,  which  are  ratified  in  the  polombian 
law,  are  the  expression  of  a  very  just  obligation.  If  forei^ers  come  to  our  country 
for  their  convenience,  under  the  protection  of  our  laws,  it  is  natural  that  if  the  pro- 
gress of  ,the  country  should  require  it,  as  actually  happened,  for  the  preservation  of 
public  order  and  tne  support  of  the  authorities,  and  if  this  progress  should  reach 
them  in  their  private  affairs,  that  they  should  lend  their  aid  and  contribute  in  a  just 
and  equal  measure  to  the  preservation  of  public  order,  and  the  support  of  these  author- 
ities who  protect  them. 

This  doctrine,  wholly  equitable,  just,  and  in  accordance  with  international  law,  is 
that  which  is  accepted  and  sustained  by  the  government  of  the  Union  in  cases  of  the 
class  to  which  I  have  referred. 

The  instructions  which  your  honor  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  appear 
to  result  from  a  report  somewhat  partial,  and  it  is  on  that  account,  without  doubt, 
that  the  American  government,  considering  said  contributions,  destined  for  war  pur- 
poses, judged  that  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  as  likewise  the  Colombian 
constitution  and  international  law,  were  a  just  support  to  the  claims.  Proceeding  on 
these  premises,  his  excellency  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State's  said  instructions, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  resident  in  Panama,  were  to  refuse 
the  payment  of  said  contributions,  except  under  protest,  and  his  excellency  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  State  adds,  that  after  it  is  fnlly  known  the  character  of  the  conflict,  hk  goT- 
emment  will  determine  npon  the  qneation  that  might  be  presented. 

Evidently  the  instructions  allnded  to  were  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  foresight  and 
benevolence  for  this  government,  which  is  appreciated  in  a  high  degree  bv  the  Presi- 
dent ;  bnt  having  been  issued  under  suppositions  distinct  from  the  actuju  fiActs,  sod 
from  reports  which  attributed  to  the  acts  of  the  ^vemment  of  Panama  motives  and 
Irreffular  tendencies  which  did  not  exist,  the  national  ^vemment  considers  that  it 
ought  to  place  said  acts  in  their  proper  light,  so  that  the  minister,  being  better  informed, 
may  manifest  to  his  government  the  true  fisusts,  that  there  may  be  no  deception  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  Panama  government  with  reference  to  the  decnes 
about  the  commercial  contribution. 

The  executive  considered  just  the  instructions  issued  by  his  excellency  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America  with  respect  to  the  observance  of  certain 
blockades.  The  federal  gov^emment,  as  soon  as  it  received  ad  viceof  the  blockade  of  the  port 
of  Santa  Martha,  disapproved  in  the  most  explicit  manner  of  said  acts,  in  consequence  of 
its  having  been  decreed  by  incompetent  authorities  to  decree  and  carrvinto  effect,  and 
for  other  motives.  Timely  orders  were  given  in  consequence  of  the  blockade,  and  the 
necessary  measures  taken  that  said  orders  should  be  obeyed,  as  they  were  accordingly. 

Having  terminated  the  reply  which  the  instrnctions  communicated  by  vour  honor 
to  my  department  required,  I  have  the  honor  to  subecribe  myself  Genend  Sullivan's 
obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

C.  MABTIN. 


Mr.  Bullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  50.]  Legation  of  the  Unit^  States, 

Bogota^  February  1, 1868. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  message  of  President 
Santos  Acosta  to  the  Colombian  congress.  I  hope  that  by  the  next 
mail  I  will  be  able  to  send  you  the  answer  of  this  government  to  my 
note  demanding  soitable  indemnities  in  behalf  of  the  families  of  Bor- 
chart  and  Murdaugh,  murdered  at  Carthagena,  on  the  1st  of  September 
last,  as  well  as  on  behalf  of  the  two  survivors  of  that  barbarous  0Q^ 
rage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETBE  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waahinffton,  D.  C. 


[Trandation.]  * 

Message  of  ike  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  the  ConsiUuUonal  Omarm  sf 

1868. 

Citizen  Senators  and  Representatives  :  I  comply  with  my  duty  in  reporting  to 
you  the  course  of  events  since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  republic  during  my  administration ;  but  first  let  me  oonmts- 
late  you  and  the  country  on  your  meeting  this  day.  The  assembly  of  the  federal  con- 
gress at  the  time  fixed  by  the  constitution  is  one  of  the  most  auspicious  events  in  tfaf 
ordinary  life  of  representative  countries,  for  it  announces  order  and  regularity  in  tlie 
system  of  government,  promises  satisfaction  to  the  political  wants  of  society,  offeii 
light  to  the  rulers  in  public  affairs,  and  places  the  responsibility  for  everything  upon 
those  who  are  chareed  with  supreme  command. 

I  have  discharged  the  duties  Imposed  upon  me  by  Providence  and  the  people  of 
Colombia,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  with  the  best  intentions. 

Now  that  peace  is  restored  throughout  the  republic  by  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  io 
Tolima,  the  federal  government  will  continue  quietly  in  the  path  traced  by  the  con- 
stitution. All  branches  of  the  government  are  working  well,  and  hopes  are  entertained 
that  they  will  not  again  be  disturbed  by  internal  commotion. 

Tolima  became  quiet  soon  after  the  disappearance  of  its  governor,  who  took  the  pari 
of  the  dictator  who  wished  to  subjugate  the  country.    After  the  national  victehw  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TTHnSD  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA.  1051 

ihftt  State  the  federal  forces  were  withdrawn  and  the  Slateoi^nization  was  continued 
without  molestation  in  any  way.  Elections  were  held  for  a  conreaiion  which  formed 
A  constitution,  a  governor  was  elected,  and  members  to  the  federal  congress.  But  this 
was  scarcely  aone  when  opposition  arose  to  the  new  gOTcmment,  particularly  in  1l» 
southern  part  of  the  State.  These  were  hardlr  suppressed  when  other  revolts  broke 
out,  and  even  now  there  are  many  enemies  of  the  present  government  in  the  State. 

Before  I  received  the  new  constitution  of  Tolima,  I  heard  of  new  revolts.  The  pro- 
Tisional  «>vemor  informed  me  that  the  State  was  invaded  by  armed  bands  firom  Canea, 
and  asked  for  national  aid  to  oppose  them. 

I  have  had  no  official  intereourse  with  the  new  government,  because  existing  laws 
do  not  Justify  it.  The  law  of  the  16th  of  April,  on  public  order,  allows  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  acknowledge  a  new  government  in  a  State  where  rebellion  exists  only 
under  two  circumstances :  where  there  is  a  complete  submission  of  the  insurgents  and 
a  return  to  the  old  order*of  things :  and  where  the  new  ^vemment  is  organized  in  con- 
formity to  article  8,  section  1,  of  the  national  constitution.  This  is  the  plain  meaning 
of  that  law,  although  political  cliques  may  give  it  a  different  interpretation.  Neither 
ef  these  circumstances  have  occurred  in  the  new  government  of  Tolima.  For  these 
reasons  I  leave  the  new  government  to  be  confirmed  by  the  congress  whidti  is  about  to 
assemble. 

Next  to  my  care  for  domestic  interests,  my  solicitude  has  been  to  keep  up  friendly 
relations  with  forei^  powers,  and  fortunately  this  has  been  attained.  Though  th& 
state  of  things  is  chiefly  due  to  the  frankness,  honesty^  and  loyalty  of  my  government, 
yet  the  just  and  benevolent  conduct  of  the  distinguished  diplomatists  accredited  to 
this  country  has  greatly  contributed  to  it.  At  no  former  time  has  our  relations  with 
other  governments  been  more  cordial.  From  the  United  States  of  America  we  have 
reoently  received  touching^  testimonials  of  re^rd. 

Besides  the  foreign  ministers  that  were  with  us  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  we 
have  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  empire  of  Brazil, 
and  a  minister  resident  from  the  American  Union  lately  arrived. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  send  a  distinguished  Colombian  as  first  class  minister  to 
Venezuela,  to  settle  our  boundary  question,  tariff  regulations  between  the  two  nations, 
and  the  navigation  of  common  rivers.  The  mission  promises  satisf^iotory  results,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  confirmed  by  the  senate. 

I  have  not  accredited  ministers  to  other  countries  of  America  and  Europe,  because 
the  term  of  my  office  expires  so  soon,  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave  tliat  duty 
to  my  successor.  I  have  advised  Colombian  consuls  abroad  to  act  for  the  legations  at 
their  respective  posts. 

The  federal  courts  have  administered  Justice  regularly,  and  the  pubUo  department 
has  fully  discharged  its  legal  duties. 

A  national  Colombian  university  was  created  by  the  last  congress,  and  the  executive 
power  has  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  decrees  in  the  manner  yon  will  find  detailed  in 
the  official  paper.  This  institution,  of  so  much  promise  to  the  country,  will  be  orflnn- 
ized  during  the  present  month.  If  you  will  give  it  the  protection  it  deserves  it  wiB  be 
an  honor  to  the  government  and  to  the  country. 

I  have  adopted  other  measures  to  encourage  public  instruction,  to  disseminate  the 
usefril  arts  through  tho  county  and  to  estabfish  literary  and  scientific  relations  with 
societies  in  other  countries.  The  details  of  these  you  will  find  in  the  report  of  the 
proper  department. 

Tlie  crisis  through  which  the  republic  has  just  passed,  and  its  unsettled  state  for  the 
last  few  months,  disturbed  the  collection  of  the  revenue  and  of  course  the  returns  have 
been  lessened ;  but  the  constant,  calm,  and  energetic  action  of  the  public  officials  begins 
to  restore  tJie  normal  condition  of  imports,  so  important  to  national  existence.  The 
returns  for  the  last  fiscal  year  are  as  follows: 

Customrhouse  returns -". fl,  027, 554, 700 

From  salines 826,470,475 

National  property 36,808,155 

From  the  Panama  railroad  to  the  16th  of  August  last 257,540,910 

Total 2.148,374,240 

There  is  a  deficit  in  coinage  cost  of $5, 968, 811 

In  mail  service , 21,910,240 

Total  27,869.231 

Leaving  a  net  profit  of 2.120,505,009 

I  recommend  to  your  notice  the  suggestions  that  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  proper 
secretary,  in  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  foreign  salt,  to  the  great  ii^ury  of  our  own 
saliiies. 
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In  the  Panama  railroad  account  yon  will  find  the  amount  received  hy  the  last  admin- 
iHtration,  which  oueht  to  go  to  the  payment  of  oar  foreign  debt.  The  rerenaefl  have 
not  been  Hufficient  lor  the  expenses  of  my  administration.  Very  little  has  been  derived 
from  the  eiiHtom-hoiises.  But  for  the  million  derived  from  the  railroad  the  government 
could  not  have  been  sustained  during  its  troubles. 

During  the  six  months  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  3lBt  of  December  last,  the  reeeipts 
were  |648,157,  and  the  expenses,  $639,378. 

I  also  send  to  the  house  of  representatives  a  special  message  with  my  estimates  of 
receipts  and  ex]>enses  for  the  coming  year.  I  have  endeavored  to  practice  the  slaictest 
economy  since  the  beginning  of  my  administration,  and  in  this  view  it  will  be  seen 
that  my  estimates  for  the  next  year  reduce  the  government  expenses  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

In  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  national  credit,  you  will  find  the 
detail  of  our  home  and  foreign  debt,  and  the  result  of  the  redemption  of  church  prop- 
erty. 

I  regret  that,  for  reasons  known  to  you  I  cannot  give  the  expenses  of  last  year.  The 
estimates  have  been  incorrect  since  1859.  Order  and  subordination  of  the  Colombian 
civic  guard  are  improving ;  all  its  menbers  are  giving  proof  of  their  courage  and  loy- 
altv. 

As  the  country  is  now  in  peace,  and  war  no  longer  threatens,  I  have  reduced  the 
army  by  two  thousand  men. 

The  reports  of  the  different  departments  will  furnish  detailed  accounts  of  t^eir  respect- 
ive branches  of  the  public  administration. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  that  the  glorious  deeds  of  last  year  have  restored  our  na- 
tional institutions,  the  country  is  once  more  at  peace,  and  the  people  breathe  the  spirit 
of  confidence.  The  laws  are  now  faithfully  observed  and  federal  order  reigns  in  the 
republic.    Though  this  is  not  perfect  prosperity,  it  promises  the  dawn  of  a  better  day. 

May  Providence  again  smile  upon  our  people,  and  may  its  representatives  approve  of 
my  acts. 

Bogota,  February  1, 1868. 

SANTOS  ACOSTA,  Pr€9ident. 

Carlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  RelaHon$. 

Jorge  Gutierrez  de  Lara, 

Secretary  of  Finance  and  Industry. 

Antonio  Ferro, 

Secretary  of  the  DreoBury  and  Xational  Credit, 

Jo86  Maria  Baraga, 

Secretary  of  War  and  Marine, 


Mr.  SuUiran  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  52.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  15,  1868. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  (A,  B,  C,)  correspondence 
had  between  myself  and  the  United  States  consul  at  Garthageua,  on  the 
subject  of  the  evidence  and  trials  of  the  murderers  of  American  citLsens 
at  Carthagena,  on  the  1st  of  September  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEE  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


A. 

Mr,  Hanaherg  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

Consulate  op  the  Untfed  States  of  America, 

Carthagena,  United  States  of  Colombia^  January  14, 1868. 
Siu :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  you  herewith  a  translated  copy  of  the  tertimoiiy  <rf 
Mr.  Mauuel  A.  Oronoz,  before  the  provincial  court,  in  relation  to  the  occurrenees  of  the 
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let  of  September  last,  which  testimony  wa«  only  called  for  on  the  3l8t  of  December.    This 
copy  of  the  testimony  was  furnished  to  me  by  the  President  of  the  State  at  ray  request. 

I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Gaceta  de  Bolivar,  No.  532,  which  contains  the  report  of 
the  secretary  general  of  the  State  to  the  general  government  in  relation  to  the  same 
occurrences,  and  accompanying  the  same  some  remarks  of  my  own  in  reference  to  some 
of  the  contents  of  said  report. 

It  may  be  proper  that  these  remarks  should  be  made  public,  the  same  as  the  report, 
but  this  could  only  be  done  by  communicating  them  to  the  authorities  of  the  State, 
which  might  lead  to  a  controversy  with  the  government,  for  which  I  have  neither  the 
time  nor  disposition. 

In  the  same  official  paper  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  judge  as  to  the  state  of  the 
question  before  the  court  encharged  with  the  investigation. 

The  testimony  which  has  been  requested  from  Santa  Martha,  as  therein  referred  to, 
is  that  of  Mr.  Domin,  who  returned  to  the  United  States  some  three  months  since. 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  since  that  the  carpenter.  Franco,  one  of  the  persons 
accused  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Borchart,  was  seen  and  spoken  to  by  the  person  who 
informed  me,  at  work  at  his  trade  in  the  street,  1  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  the 
President  of  the  State  in  a  private  interview,  when  his  excellency  assured  me  that  such 
could  not  have  been  the  case,  as  this  man  was  confined  in  the  public  hospital,  from 
which  he  could  not  go  out  except  by  permission  of  the  authorities,  which  permission 
had  not  been  given. 

I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true,  however,  as  also  that  the  other  accused  persons  are  allowed 
to  leave  the  hospital,  as  has  been  reported  to  me,  notwithstanding  his  excellency  may 
not  be  aware  of  the  fact. 

The  President  also  informed  me  that  the  national  troox>s  which  had  formed  the  escort 
of  General  Mosquera  as  far  as  Panama  were  to  return  to  the  capital  instead  of  remain- 
ing in  this  city,  as  had  been  promised. 

I  am,  sir,  very  lespecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUG.  S.  HANABERG, 

United  States  Ccneuh 

General  Peter  J.  Suii.ivax, 

United  States  Minister^  Bogota, 


translation  of  the  testimony  of  Manuel  A,  Oronoz  before  the  provincial  court. 

In  Carthaffena  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  in  which  appeared  Mr.  Manuel  Anto.  Oronoz,  the  judge  of  the  province  proceeded 
to  receive  his  oatn,  previously  reading  the  couducent  articles  of  the  x)cnal  code,  under 
which  charge  he  promised  to  tell  the  truth  as  to  what  he  knows  and  may  be  asked. 

Questioned  as  to  his  name  and  surname,  age,  nationality,  residence,  profession,  and 
state,  he  answered :  named  as  is  written ;  forty  years  of  age;  native  or  Puerto  Cabello, 
Venezuela ;  resident  of  this  place ;  merchant,  and  married. 

Questicmed  that  he  should  say  what  he  knows  or  is  aware  of  in  relation  to  the  occur- 
rences which  took  place  the  Ist  of  September  of  the  present  year,  at  7  o'clock  at  night, 
in  the  building  Hotel  Bolivar,  and  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  an  American  ofiicer 
of  the  steamer  Rayo,  Geo.  A.  Borchart,  he  answered :  that  effectually  on  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember mentioned,  in  the  evening,  the  deponent  was  in  the  Hotel  Bolivar,  as  the  place 
had  been  and  is  his  dwelling-place,  and  that  he  cannot  deny  that  he  was  an  actual 
witness  of  the  horrible  scandal  which  in  the  end  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  North 
American  and  a  companion  also  of  Borchart ;  that  of  the  group  or  multitude  of  people 
that  was  in  the  hotel  that  night  he  knew  but  very  few  persons,  except  a  young  man, 
Penaranda,  who  may  justly  be  called  the  general  promoter  and  instigator  of  the  dis- 
graceful occurrences  of  that  night ;  that  he  also  saw  there  Mr.  Miguel  C68pedes,  second 
commander  of  the  battalion  rejeuerador,  Mr.  Vicente  Barrios,  an  officer  of  the  same 
force,  and  a  carpenter  named  Fnmco;  that  at  the  present  moment  he  does  not  remem- 
ber, as  he  has  already  said,  the  name  of  any  of  the  crowd,  because  the  greater  part 
being  unknown  to  the  deponent,  it  would  require  time  to  make  reminiscences :  that  he 
does  not  deny,  as  he  said  m  the  beginning,  that  he  was  in  the  hotel  on  the  night  of  the 
1st  of  September;  but  he  only  remained  there  until  the  assassins,  assisted  by  armed 
soldiers  of  the  battalion  before  mentioned,  fell  upon  Borchart ;  that  during  tliis  act,  so 
horrible  and  repugnant  to  the  deponent,  he  left  the  house,  leaving  therein  of  the  per- 
sons who  resided  there,  only  the  house-maid,  Mrs.  Antonia  Galfardo,  and  a  servant, 
called  Juan;  that  at  about  11  o'clock  at  night  he  returned  to  his  lodgings  and  found 
all  in  silence,  but  from  this  moment  he  employed  himself  with  Colonel  Pcrea  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  hotel  in  the  moans  of  saving  and  embarking  of  Mr.  Domin,  who  was 
wounded,  and  his  companion  Smith,  who  were  delivered  by  the  deponent  and  the  two 
persons  previously  mentioned,  to  the  American  consul,  at  I  o'clock  at  night ;  which  is 
what  he  recollects  of  the  occurrences  of  the  1st  of  September  mentioned. 
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P  QneeUoned,  whoare4he  niwaimiw  who  Ml  upon  Boioluttt  as  stated  by  tiie  deponent 
in  hie  previous  answer,  assuring  that  he  was  an  actual  witness,  and  did  not  leave  tbe 
house  until  after  the  death  of  ^rchart  was  consummated,  as  well  as  the  wounding  of 
Domin,  he  answered :  That  in  a  crowd  of  so  many  p^vons  who  disputed  the  meaps  c€ 
entrance  to  the  room  in  which  the  person  who  was  the  victim  had  taken  refuge,  aad 
the  greater  part  of  those  composing  the  mob  being  unknown  to  him,  he  cauDot  pre- 
cisely state  who  were  the  authors  of  the  crime.  When,  even  had  the  deponent  been  in 
the  midst  of  the  crowd  who  killed  Mr.  Borchart,  could  he  say  with  certainty  who  sfroek 
him  first  or  who  afterwards  f  Questioned,  if  the  deponent  knows  who  w^ne  the  tint 
who  entered  the  hotel  before  the  concurrence  became  numerous,  and  who  were  the  fint 
to  attack  the  American  officers,  he  answered :  to  the  first,  l^iat  he  did  not  know  thoM 
who  came  in  at  the  commencement,  and  if  there  was  any  one  known  to  the  deponent  he 
does  not  remember  at  present ;  to  the  second  part,  that  from  this  fiDrmer  answer  it  may 
be  understood  that  the  deponent,  incapable  of  teUinff  falsehoods,  cannot  oonaoieDtioaaly 
say  who  killed  Mr.  Borchart  or  who  wounded  Mr.  Domin. 

Questioned,  what  other  persons  can  give  an  aooount  of  the  ocenrrenoes  whic^  ars 
being  investigated,  he  answered  that  in  the  first  place  Mrs.  AntoniA  CraUaxda,  who  can 
describe  the  whole  of  the  terrible  drama  if  she  nas  a  good  memcMy ;  in  the  second,  a 
servant  of  the  hotel  called  Juan,  whom  he  has  already  mentioned ;  in  tlie  third,  Mr. 
Nioc^Las  Pe&aranda ;  and  in  the  fourth,  the  same  propriet<«  of  the  hotel,  Mr.  Miuroos 
Isaacs;  with  which  was  concluded  the  examination,  and  having  been  read  to  the 
deponent  he  affirmed  and  ratified  it^  siipiing  after  the  judge  and  betfbre  me,  the  sub- 
scriber, secretary. 

J.  MORI, 

MANUEL  A.  OBONOZ. 

FRANCISCO  DE  LA  ESPRDELLA. 

Seerekuy. 
A  true  copy : 

.  DB  LA  ESPRISLLA. 


[Trsndstioiu] 

Mipart  of  E^fenio  Bamoj  $eareUury  gmeral  of  the  State  of  BoUvar,  to  ike  eecr^arjf  ^  ikt 
iittortor  amd  foreign  retaHone  of  the  ftdwoX  govemmetU, 

CAXSxnasAf  2fm)embm'  14, 1867. 

By  the  mail  of  the  29tli  ultimo,  I  annoiineed  to  you,  by  order  of  the  President,  that  I 
would  send  you  a  cireumstuitial  and  aatbentio  account  of  the  lamentable  events  of  the 
1st  of  September  last.  This  has  not  been  done,  because  it  was  supposed  the  ocenrrenoes 
were  of  no  international  importance ;  but  as  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America  has  ui^ustly  blamed  the  State  authorities  for  them,  I  will  make  tiie 
report  in  ftill,  to  show  the  inaoooracy  of  the  assertions  made  by  the  respectable  n^i- 
ister  resident. 

On  the  27th  of  June  last,  Cart^jena  Bay  was  the  theater  of  a  horrid  crime.  IV^iti- 
oal  events  in  the  republic  prevented  its  punishment.  Its  perx>etrators  were  adTentsreti 
of  the  worst  character. 

The  national  war  steamer  Colombia  was  anchored  in  the  bay.  On  board  were  Col- 
onel Flores,  Purser  Granados,  Surgeon  RevoUo,  Ensign  Arosemena^  Lieutenant  Rod- 
riguez, (with  eight  men.)  and  some  American  sailors.  Mr.  W.  Bradmrd,  the  Am^can 
captain,  was  ashore.  Near  the  Colombia  was  anchored  the  steamer  Kayo,  vrith  an 
American  crew  of  fifty-five  men  under  the  command  of  Captain  E.  G.  BetLO.  On  the 
17th  of  June,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  niffht,  the  crew  of  the  Rayo^  commanded  by  Read, 
went  on  board  the  Colombia,  after  snooting  the  sentry,  and  with  rifles  and  revolven 
began  shootlnic  in  every  direction.  Four  men  sprang  into  the  water,  to  escape  certain 
death ;  two  of  them  were  drowned,  and  the  other  two  swam  two  miles  to  land. 

The  aggressors  then  seized  the  Colombia  and  forced  the  pilot  to  steer  out  of  the  bay. 
This  pilot  was  brought  on  board  the  Ravo  under  the  pretext  to  tak»  Mr.  Miffuel 
Vengoechea,  jr.,  and  ms  baggage  ashore.  The  vessel  stopped  at  the  castle  of  Boca  Cnica 
and  took  in  coal  from  bumLers  that  were  broken  open.  It  was  bound  for  Santa 
Martha. 

Early  the  next  morning,  far  out  at  sea,  not  wishing  to  murder  the  Colombiails  on 
board,  Veneoechea  put  them  in  an  open  boat,  without  rudder,  oars,  or  sails,  and  seat 
them  adrift,  without  bread  or  water.  These  men  were  Flores,  BodrignesL  UevoUo, 
Gnmados,  and  Arosemena,  with  four  common  soldiers.  Thanks  to  the  wind  and  enr^ 
rent,  they  reached  land  safelv. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28tn,  as  soon  as  the  facts  were  known,  the  indignation  of  the 
people  of  Cartagena  was  immense,  and  the  hate  of  the  officers  of  the  Rayo  is  still 
mtense,  though  mapy  months  have  elapsed.    Only  fi>ujr  da^s  pre vions,  part  of  the  ersw 
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took  the  Italian  Star,  whioh  had  heem  seized  by  the  Colombia  lor  a  transpart,  though 
not  used,  because  it  grounded  in  beating  out  of  port. 

Before  this  was  £>ney  gunpowder  was  secreted  in  the^teamer  Bayo,  so  that  if  the 
fires  were  lit  in  the  vessel,  an  explosion  would  have  occurred|  to  the  destruction  of  the 
steamer  and  contiguous  vessels. 

This  abduction  of  the  Colombia,  though  effected  without  bloodshed,  caused  general 
indi^mation.  It  was  done  by  officers  of  a  Mendly  vessel,  by  perfidy  •wofd  assassination. 
The  onl^  motive  was  to  get  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and  political  passions  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  act. 

Now  this  crime  gave  rise  to  the  events  of  the  1st  of  September,  our  main  subject. 

On  Sunday,  the  Ist  of  September,  at  half  past  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  royal 
mail  steamer  entered  the  bay,  having  on  board  Borchart  and  Murdaugh,  the  men  who 
were  ^afterward  murdered.  Two  Americans,  late  officers  of  the  Rayo,  were  also  on 
board.  Nobody  expected  them,  and  therefore  the  authorities  could  not  prevent  what 
occurred  two  hours  afterwards.  It  may  also  be  well  to  state  that  two  residents  of  this 
city,  Mr.  Eloi  Porto  and  Mr.  Felipe  S.  Paikz,  came  as  passengers  on  the  English  steamer, 
and  warned  Borchart,  Murdaugh,  Domin,  and  Smith  not  to  come  ashore,  as  the  inhab- 
itants were  incensed  against  them  for  their  past  conduct.  Bamon  ».  Sanchez,  an 
American,  also  advised  them  not  to  land.  They  said  they  would  go  armed,  to  defend 
themselves ;  and  they  then  sot  drunk  before  they  put  foot  on  the  custom-house  wharf. 

At  seven  o'clock  thev  lancted,  fully  armed,  as  they  had  been  told  that  they  would  be 
attacked.  The  news  of  their  arrival  had  already  been  circulated,  and  they  were  expected 
at  the  landing. 

Instead  of  going  to  the  authorities  for  protection,  all  except  one  went  to  the  Bolivar 
Hotel ;  the  one  went  to  the  club-house.  As  they  entered  the  hotel,  boasting  that  they 
were  armed,  Mr.  Pefiaranda  circulated  the  report  that  Borchart,  Doming,  and  Smith  had 
tried  to  kill  General  Meudoza  Uanoe,  who  was  stopping  at  the  hotel,  and  had  sworn  to 
take  the  lives  of  other  State  officers,  in  revenge  for  the  defeat  on  the  Magdalena,  on  the 
1st  of  July. 

This  was  believed,  because  David  Pereira,  governor  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  had 
been  murdered  only  fifteen  days  before,  by  a  band  of  ruffians  at  Baranquilla.  Com- 
mander Ceepedes  and  Captain  Barrios  then  went  to  the  hotel  to  learn  the  truth  of  the 
report.  On  reaching  there,  they  found  a  crowd  of  two  hundred  persons,  with  a  few 
idle  soldiers  among  them.  As  soon  as  Cespedes  and  Barrios  arrived  the  row  began  by 
an  attack  on  them  by  the  ex-officers  of  the  Rayo.  Revolvers  were  freely  used,  and 
Barrios  was  slightly  Wounded.  No  Americans  were  hurt.  The  combat  was  stopped  by 
the  fortunate  intervention  of  Mr.  Peflaredenda  and  others 

When  Cespedes  and  Barrios  had  left  the  hotel,  the  mob  broke  in,  and  killed  Borchart 
in  his  hiding  place. 

All  this  was  done  so  suddenly,  that  the  governor  of  the  province,  with  some  troops, 
could  only  save  the  lives  of  Smith  and  I^min,  who  were  wounded.  Borchart  was 
already  dead. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fight  the  President  of  the  State  ordered  officers  to  be  ready 
in  case  of  any  difficulty ;  but  they  were  too  late  to  do  much  good. 

While  this  was  soing  on  at  the  Bolivar  Hotel,  a  party  of  six  or  eiffht  men  went  into 
the  club-house  and  mimiered  Murdaugh ;  by  the  time  the  forces  got  mere  the  murderers 
were  gone. 

This  is  the  true  account  of  the  affair. 

The  district  alcalde  instituted  lui  examination  that  very  night. 

The  lives  of  Smith  and  Domin  were  saved  by  the  public  authorities,  and  not  by  Mrs. 
Gkillardo  and  Mr.  Peflaredenda,  as  the  American  consul  states. 

Between  nine  and  ten  at  night  the  consul  asked  assistance  from  the  President  of  the 
State  to  put  Doming  and  Smith  on  board,  and  he  was  furnished  with  a  squad  of  sol- 
diers' for  that  purpose.  They  were  taken  from  the  Bolivar  Hotel  about  midnight,  and 
put  on  board  the  royal  mail  steamer. 

In  a  letter  to  the  governor,  Domin  has  falsely  stated  that  the  American  and  English 
consuls  asked  the  President  to  save  the  lives  of  the  two  men,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so, 
provided  the  consuls  would  give  their  word  of  honor  to  send  them  off  in  the  steamer 
Tyne. 

Mr.  Hanabers  called  on  the  President  at  ten  o'clock,  after  the  murders  had  been 
committed,  and  the  mob  had  scattered.  If  what  Domin  said  had  been  true,  the  con- 
sul would  have  mentioned  it  in  his  note  to  the  minister  resident.  Neither  is  it  true 
tJiat  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  asked  the  President  for  a  guard  to  protect  his  estab- 
lishment. 

In  his  deposition,  the  hotel-keeper  says  nothing  of  what  Domin  asserted  to  be 
-true. 

Domin  confesses  that  he  and  Borchart  tried  to  get  arms  at  Logan's  before  they 
'vrent  to  the  hotel,  and  that  they  passd  through  a  crowd  without  being  disturbed.  Why 
did  they  not  go  to  the  authorities,  instead  ot  preparing  to  defend  themselves  f 
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Domin  pretends  to  ^ve  the  names  of  those  who  attacked  them,  when  he  does  not 
know  Cenpedefi,  Barrios,  nor  Vives. 

Mrs.  Gallardo  and  Mr.  PeSaredenda,  eye-witnesses,  who  conld  have  no  indncement 
to  prevaricate,  state  in  their  depositions  that  Borchart  was  killed  by  two  soldiers,  aft«r 
Cespedes  had  loft  the  hotel.  Tne  witnesses  saw  Borchart  killed,  and  Domin  was  not 
present.    Which  mnst  we  believe  t 

Domin  says  Borchart's  body  was  mntilated ;  the  medical  autopsy  does  not  corxobo- 
rat4*  it ;  there  were  two  wonnds  npon  it  from  fire-arms,  and  one  slight  cut.  Instigated 
by  the  declared  enemies  of  the  government  of  Bolivar,  Domin  makes  a  declaration 
that  is  not  worth  the  contradiction.  His  whole  story  is  prompted  by  malevolence  and 
the  desire  of  revenge. 

You  will  see  from  accompanying  papers,  that  a  due  Judicial  investigation  of  the  whole 
affair  has  been  made  by  the  proper  authorities. 

Commander  Cespedes,  Captain  Barrios,  and  Lieutenant  Marquez  have  been  discharged 
from  the  service,  and  are  now  in  prison^  so  is  Nicolas  Franco.  This  shows  the  determi- 
nation of  the  State  government  to  punish  the  offenders. 

I  also  send  you  No.  522  of  the  official  paper,  containing  the  correspondence  with  the 
American  consul  on  the  subject  of  the  events  of  the  1st  of  September,  and  if  I  get  the 
report  of  the  trial  I  will  also  forward  it.    (It  was  received  and  sent.) 

In  conclusion,  I  solemnly  protest  against  the  imputation  upon  the  government  of 
Bolivar  of  the  crimes  of  the  1st  of  September.  This  is  necessary,  not  for  the  Bolivians 
who  know  the  proverbial  honesty  of  their  rulers,  but  for  the  people  of  other  States,  who 
are  imposed  upon  by  the  anonymous  publications  in  some  of  the  Bogota  papers,  where 
the  people  are  still  angry  with  the  people  of  Bolivar  for  their  conduct  in  tne  crisis  of 
April  and  August  last. 

I  have  not  commented  on  the  note  of  the  governor  of  Magdalenato  the  President  of 
the  Union,  in  relation  to  the  first  events  here  mentioned,  because  it  would  make  this 
communication  too  long.  No  cne  can  t«ll  why  the  governor  of  that  State  ventured  to 
give  information  not  asked  for,  and  about  occurrences  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and 
which,  of  course,  he  could  not  properly  appreciate. 

EUJENIO  BAENA. 


Remarks  in  relation  to  some  of  the  contents  of  the  communication  of  the  secretary  general  of 
the  State  of  Bolivia  to  the  necretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  reloHona  of  the  national  got- 
ernment,  in  reference  to  the  occurrences  of  the  1st  of  September  last 

1.  It  is  here  stated  that  two  men  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Colombia  were  drowned 
in  making  their  escape  from  that  vessel  at  the  time  she  was  seized  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Rayo.  I  doubt  if  this  was  the  case,  for  the  following  reason :  On  that  occa- 
sion a  man  swam  on  board  of  an  American  brig  bing  in  the  harbor,  and  stated  that 
himself  and  a  companitm  had  jumijed  overboard  from  the  Colombia,  and  as  hiscom- 

E anion  had  not  reached  the  same  brig  he  supposed  he  had  been  drowned,  but  he  may 
ave  reached  the  shore,  which  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant. 

2.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  furnaces  of  the  Ravo  were  found  to  be 
charged  with  powder  and  combustibles  a  few  days  after  she  was  aoandoned  bv  her  offi- 
cers and  crew,  but  Commander  Read  and  several  of  the  officers  have  most  emphatically 
denied  that  either  themselves  or  any  of  the  officers  of  that  vessel  had  any  kuowledse 
of  anything  of  the  kind,  and  intimate  that  it  must  have  been  done  after  they  left  the 
vessel. 

3.  The  assertion  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Rayo  were  induced  to  take  off  th« 
Colombia  by  the  offer  of  several  thousand  dollars  for  so  doing,  is  evidently  false,  as  it 
has  been  most  emphatically  characterized  by  an  impartial  foreign  official  at  Santa 
Martha,  who  was  in  a  position  to  know,  as  he  was  encharged  with  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  those  officers  and  crew  against  the  State  of  Magdalena. 

4.  If  the  four  ex-officers  of  the  Rayo  came  on  shore  from  the  royal  mail  steamer  TyiM 
perfectly  armed,  as  here  stated,  what  necessity  was  there  for  their  endeavoring  to  pro- 
cure arms  at  Mr.  Logan's,  as  stated  in  this  same  communication  T 

5.  The  SeBor  Peflaredenda  Transante  here  mentioned  was  a  secretarv  or  attach^  of 
some  kind  of  General  Mendoza  Llanes.  He  was  never  arrested,  or  called  upon  even 
for  his  testimony. 

6.  Commander  Cespedes  and  Captain  Barrios  went  to  the  hotel  fipom  the  cuartel  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  attacking  the  officers  of  the  Rayo,  as  related  to  me  by  Mr. 
Manuel  Gomez,  (privately,)  who  was  present  when  Cespedes  expressed  such  intention 
to  Commander  Manuel  CJonzales  Caraso. 

7.  The  statement  that  the  officers  of  the  Rayo  presented  themselves  to  the  crowd  at 
the  hotel  in  the  "  attitude  of  attack,''  is  destitute  of  truth,  as  appears  from  the  declan- 
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tions  of  Antonio  Gallardo  and  Jnan  Maria  CaUero,  the  only  withesses  who  have  testi- 
fied in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  occnrrence. 

8.  That  the  party  who  entered  the  clnh  and  killed  Mr.  Murdaugh  consisted  of  "  six 
or  eieht  persons,"  is  a  most  extraordinary  assertion.  Mr.  Juan  de  Dios  Ruiz,  who  evi- 
dently avoided  telling  half  of  what  he  saw,  swore  that  there  were  more  than  one  hun- 
dred, and  Dr.  del  Beal  and  Dr.  Juan  W.  Pomho  state  that  it  was  a  multitude  of  armed 
men. 

9.  There  is  not  the  least  ground  for  the  statement  that  the  presence  of  the  authorities 
was  the  cause  of  saving  the  lives  of  Messrs.  Domin  and  Smith.  According  to  all  testi- 
mony on  the  subject  there  was  no  lawful  exercise  of  authority  in  the  premises,  neither 
did  the  governor  present  himself  until  the  outrage  was  terminated  by  ^e  murder  of 
Mr.  Borchart,  and  the  secretion  of  Messrs.  Domin  and  Smith,  which  was  done  by  the 
mother  of  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  and  by  the  proprietor  himself,  in  such  a  manner  that 
even  the  governor  himself  and  his  picket  of  soldiers  coald  not  discover  them,  although 
they  searched  the  house  with  that  object  after  the  excitement  was  over,  as  stated  m 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Marcos  Isaacs.  Besides,  if  those  officers  were  rescued  by  the 
intervention  of  the  authorities,  as  it  pretended,  those  authorities  should  be  able  to  state 
how,  where,  and  from  whom  they  had  rescued  them. 

10.  It  is  not  only  Mr.  Domin  who  states  that  the  body  of  Mr.  Borchart  was  found  to 
be  mutilated.  Eye-witnesses  have  sworn  to  the  fetct  that  they  saw  the  carpenter,  Nich- 
olas Franco,  striking  him  with  a  chisel  at  the  time  he  was  killed. 

11.  If,  as  here  stated,  there  were  among  the  two  hundred  or  more  persons  in  the 
attaok'^at  the  hotel  but  a  few  soldiers  who  happened  to  be  on  the  streets,  not  on  duty, 
the  retreat  not  yet  having  been  called,  how  is  it  that  the  witnesses  swear  that  the  crowd 
was  composed  principally  of  soldiers,  who  were  armed  with  muskets  or  rifles  f  There 
is  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  wounds  of  Mr.  Borchart  was  caused  by  a  ball  from  a  rifle 
or  musket. 

I  would  also  remark  that  the  charge  having  been  made  that  the  victims  of  these  out- 
rages were  shot  at  by  the  soldiers,  an  examination  of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  those 
soloiers  who  were  outside  of  the  cuartel  at  the  time  would  have  proved  the  troth  or 
&lsity  of  the  charge,  and  in  the  first  case  have  discovered  the  criminals.  Why  was  such 
an  examination  not  made  f 

AUG.  S.  HANABERG, 


Carthaoena,  January  8, 1868. 


United  StaUa  Convul 


B. 

Mr,  SuUivan  to  Mr.  Hanaherg, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  February  15,  1868. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  ultimo,  with  inclosures,  commenting  on  the  report  of 
he  secretary  general  of  the  State  of  Bolivar  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of 
Colombia  on  the  outfage  and  murder  committed  on  American  citizens  at  Carthagena  on 
the  Ist  of  September  last,  has  been  received. 

I  have  agaiu  to  repeat  my  thanks  for  the  vigilant  and  efficient  manner  in  which  you 
have  discharged  your  duty  in  this  memorable  matter,  and  the  concise  mode  in  which 
you  have  carried  out  my  intimation  to  you  to  give  me  your  comments  on  the  testimony 
and  result  of  these  cases. 

I  shall  make  use  of  your  said  dispatch  and  most  valuable  accompaniments  in  due 
time. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Aug.  S.  Hanabero,  Esq., 

United  States  Caneulf  Carthagena, 


Mr,  SuUivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  March  22, 1868. 

On  the  20th  of  January  last,  in  conformity  with  your    instructions 
67do— V0L.n 
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of  September  23,  No!  14;  October  30,  No.  26;  December  3,  No.  28; 
I  addressed  a  sapplemental  note,  of  which  Inclosnre  A  is  a  copy,  to 
the  Colombian  government,  demanding  indemnities  in  behalf  of  the  &m- 
ilies  of  the  American  citizens  murder^,  as  well  as  on  behalf  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  outrage  at  Carthagena  on  the  Ist  of  September  last. 

Secretary  Martin  had  given  me  to  understand,  from  time  to  time,  that 
this  demand  would  be  settled  without  any  difficulty ;       •  .        •  • 

but  as  the  present  administration  was  about  to  go  out  of  office,  and  find- 
ing no  communication  from  you  on  the  subject,  it  addressed  me  a  note, 
of  which  Inclosure  B  is  a  translation.        •  •  •        As  I  have 

resolved  to  defer  my  reply  to  said  communication  until  after  the  new 
administration  shall  have  been  inaugurated,  on  the  1st  of  April  instant, 
I  thought  I  ought  to  inform  you  of  the  progress  of  this  perplexing  case 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Unless  changed  by  the  action  of  President  Johnson,  •  •  i 
shall  in  my  said  reply  hold  the  Colombian  government  responsible  for 

said  indemnities,  believing  that  this  is  the  desire  of  our  government. 

•  •  •  •-•  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statey  Washinfftorij  D.  C. 


A. 
Afr,  SvUivan  to  SeHor  MartH. 

Lbgation  of  the  Untted  States, 

Bogota,  Jtmmary  20,  186a 
Sir:  Ib  obedience  to  instmctions  from  my  government,  and  as  supplemental  to  my 
note  which  on  the  5th  of  October  last  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  to  yoor  excel- 
lency on  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  George  A.  Borchart  and  J.  W.  Murdauglu  and  of 
the  murderous  attack  upon  T.  L.  Domin  and  Lieutenant  Smith  by  a  mob  of  Colom- 
bians at  Carthagena  on  the  Ist  of  September  last,  I  now  further  demand  of  the  Colom- 
bian government  indemnities  in  money  for  the  relatives  of  the  persons  so  murdered,  as 
well  as  on  behalf  of  the  survivors  of  said  outrage. 

Colombia  owes  it  to  herself  and  to  the  high  position  which  she  occupies  among  the 
family  of  republics  to  convince  her  oldest  sister  and  best  friend,  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  justice  and  fair  play  shall  ever  be  the  unselfish  ol^ect  of  the  younger 
toward  the  children  of  the  older  republic. 

I  request  that  vour  excellency  will  inform  me  without  delay  of  the  action  <^  your 
government  on  this  demand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  exceUency's  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  J.  SULLIVAN. 
His  Excellency  Sefior  Doctor  Carlos  Martin, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  of  Foreign  BdoHomSf  U.  8,  Colombku 


B. 

Senor  Carlos  Martin  to  General  SuUivan, 

Office  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  Mardi  ^  1866. 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  20th  January  last,  in  which  yoor  excel- 
lency, in  addition  to  that  of  the  5th  of  October  last,  which  referred  to  offenses  commit- 
ted in  Cartagena  on  1st  of  September,  1867,  upon  tne  persons  of  Messrs.  6.  A.  Borchart, 
J.  W.  Murdaugh^  J.  L.  Domin,  and  J.  Smith,  demands  of  the  Colombian  government 
indemnities  in  favor  of  the  fSamilies  of  the  two  former,  who  died  in  conaequence  of  the 
said  offenses,  and  of  the  persons  of  the  two  latter. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED   STATES   OF   COLOMBIA.  1059 

The  ffovemment  has  entertained  a  feeling  of  regret  upon  being  informed  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  said  additional  note^  because  it  cannot  perceive  npon  what  basis  the  de- 
mand made  therein  can  be  supported.  On  the  contrary,  it  finds  cle«r  and  precise  rules 
in  the  law  of  nations,  corroborated  by  the  stipnlations  of  the  treaty  at  present  in  force 
between  this  republic  and  the  United  States  of  America,  consonant  with  the  internal 
laws  of  Colombia,  and  which  demonstrate  that  the  occasion  for  the  government  to  con- 
cede the  indemnification  which  your  excellency  solicits  has  not  arrived. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  \he  Colombian  government,  as  soon  as  it  was  informed 
of  the  crimes  committed  on  the  Ist  of  September,  condemned  them  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  and  gave  orders  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  nation  to  carry  into  eflfect,  by 
means  of  the  respective  agents  of  the  public  ministry,  the  investigation  of  the  facts, 
with  a  view  to  infiict  upon  the  parties  responsible  for  the  said  crimes  the  punishment 
which  the  law  decrees. 

Your  excellency  lost  no  time,  in  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  this 
office  on  the  11th  of  October  above  mentioned,  to  express  your  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  observed  by  the  Colombian  government  respecting  this  affair,  considering  it  a 
"  fresh  proof  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia 
toward  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  your  excel- 
lency will  have  seen  publish^  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  No.  1,055,  the  note  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  requisition,  the  attorney  general  of  the  nation  transmitted  to  the 
attorney  general  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Bolivar,  under  date  14th  October  last. 

Neither  the  recommendation  of  the  federal  executive  power,  nor  that  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  nation,  was,  however,  necessary.  On  the  very  night  of  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber the  competent  authorities  of  Carthagena  proceeded  to  draw  up  the  proc^  verbal  of 
the  occurrence,  visiting  the  places  in  which  the  crimes  were  committed,  and  receiving 
the  declaration  of  such  x>ersons  as  were  supposed  to  have  been  present. 

Subsequently  nothing  has  been  omitted,  with  a  view  to  obtain  as  complete  a  proc^ 
verbal  as  possible.  The  North  American  consul  in  Carthagena,  who  had  handed  your 
excellency  a  report  of  the  said  events,  as  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  them,  was 
requested  to  point  out  the  individuals  who  might  be  able  to  give  information  upon  the 
subject.  In  this  capital  the  testimony  of  Se&or  Juan  Manuel  Gran  was  received  and 
added  to  that  of  such  other  individuals  as  the  public  papers  have  pointed  out  as  hav- 
ing been  present  at  the  events  of  the  Ist  of  September.  Finally,  Messrs.  Miguel  Cespe- 
des,  Teodoro  Yates  Marquez,  Vicente  Barrios,  and  Nicholas  Franco  were  arrested,  as 
your  excellency  was  informed  from  this  office,  as  appearing  to  be  responsible  for  the 
said  crimes,  and  they  still  remain  in  prison  at  the  date  of  the  last  advices  received  by 
the  executive  power. 

As  far  as  regards  the  design  of  this  note,  the  narration  of  the  few  preceding  facts, 
already  known  for  the  most  part  to  your  excellency,  and  taken  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, is  sufficient,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as 
regards  the  matter. 

Yattel,  treating  of  the  responsibility  which  may  accrue  to  a  nation  from  the  actions 
of  the  members  who  form  it,  after  establishing  the  principle  that  whoever  maltreats 
a  citizen  indirectly  offends  the  state  whose  £ity  it  is  to  protect  him,  and  that  if  a 
sovereign,  who  has  the  power  to  restrain  his  subjects  within  the  bounds  of  justice  and 
peace,  permits  them  to  offend  a  foreign  nation  or  citizen,  he  aggravates  the  said  nation 
BS  mucn  as  if  he  himself  had  offended  it,  expresses  himself  in  the  following  terms : 

^*  Neverthless,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  the  best  organized  state,  or  the  most  vigilant 
and  absolute  sovereign,  to  regulate  at  his  pleasure  all  the  actions  of  his  subjects,  and 
maintain  them  always  in  the  strictest  obedience,  it  would  be  uivjust  to  impute  to  the 
nation  or  to  the  sovereign  all  the  fSaults  of  the  citizen,  consequently  it  cannot  generally 
be  said  that  an  offense  has  been  received  from  the  nation  because  it  may  have  been 
received  from  one  of  its  members. 

"  But  if  the  nation,  or  its  chief,  approves  or  ratifies  the  action  of  the  citizen,  he  makes 
it  his  own  affair^  and  the  offended  party  must  then  look  npon  the  nation  as  the  real 

author  of  the  offense,  of  which,  perhaps,  the  citizen  has  been  but  the  instrument. 

•  •  ••  •  •  » 

''And  since  the  latter,  the  sovereign  of  the  individual  who  has  committed  the  offense, 
ought  not  to  permit  his  subjects  to  molest  or  injure  those  of  another,  and  stiU  less  auda- 
ciously to  offend  foreign  powers,  he  must  oblige  the  culpable  party  to  make  reparation 
for  the  iigury  or  the  insult,  if  it  be  possible,  or  to  punish  him  m  an  exemplary  manner, 
or  finally,  according  to  the  case  and  circumstances,  deliver  him  up  to  the  offended  state, 
in  order  that  the  latter  may  do  justice. 

"  The  sovereign  who  refriises  to  oblige  his  subject  to  repair  the  injury  caused,  or  to 
punish  the  culpable  party,  or  finally  to  deliver  him  up,  makes  himself,  in  some  respects, 
an  accomplice  m  the  injury,  and  responsible  for  the  same.'' 

Mr.  Bello,  in  his  treatise  on  international  law,  while  stating  the  rights  and  duties  of 
foreigners,  established  a  doctrine  similar  to  that  of  VatteL 

The  before-mentioned  author  declares  ''that  the  foreigner,  as  soon  as  he  enters  the 
territory  of  another  nation,  contracts  the  obligation  of  submitting  to  the  laws  and 
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local  jurisdiction,  and  the  state  offers  him  the  protection  of  the  puhlic  anthoritj 
deposited  in  the  tribunals ;  so  that  if  the  latter  should  unjustly  refuse  to  hear  his  com- 
plaint, or  should  do  him  a  manifest  injustice,  the  foreigner  may  then  interpose  the 
authority  of  bis  own  sovereign,  having  recourse  to  the  minister  of  the  nation  near 
the  government  in  whose  territory  he  resides,  or  in  order  to  be  heard  in  judgment  or  to  be 
indemnified  for  the  ii^uries  he  may  have  received.  He  adds  that  the  acts  of  jnrisdic- 
ti<m  of  a  nation  over  the  foreigners  residing  therein,  if  they  are  in  conformity  with 
its  own  laws,  must  be  respected  by  other  nations,  in  virtue  of  the  obligations  which 
every  person  contracts  on  entering  the  territory  of  a  foreign  state  to  submit  himself 
to  its  laws,  and  consequently  to  the  regulations  which  it  has  established  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  and  finally  from  the  obligation  which  the  state  contracts  of  obeerr- 
ing  the  said  laws  as  regards  the  foreigner,  he  infers  that  if  the  state  approves,  insti- 
gates, or  tolerates  the  acts  of  injustice  and  violence  of  its  subjects  against  foreigners, 
It  makes  them  in  reality  its  own,  and  makes  itself  responsible  for  them  as  regards 
other  nations.'' 

It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  cases  in  which  a  ^vemment  is  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  its  subjects  executed  against  foreigners  are  limited  to  those  in  which  the  said 
government  approves,  instigates,  or  tolerates  the  said  acts,  refusing  to  punish  the  col- 

{>rits,  or  that  the  latter  make  good  the  injuries  they  have  caused.  The  American 
egation  has  not  made,  nor  could  it  in  justice  make,  against  the  Colombian  government 
the  accusation  of  having  approved,  instigated,  or  tolerated  the  crimes  of  the  Ist  of 
September, 

The  contrary  has  been  recognized  by  your  excellency,  and  is  proved  by  the  facts 
related  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  note,  as  well  as  by  the  trial  in  progress  in 
Carthagena  in  consequence  of  the  said  crimes. 

The  iniured  individuals  will  possess  the  right  to  be  indemnified  for  the  damages 
receivecl  by  the  persons  who  caused  them,  establishing  their  claim  before  the  authori- 
ties of  Colombia,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  republic  to  which  they  sub- 
mit themselves,  when  they  entered  the  territory  of  the  union. 

£<iually  clear  with  the  statements  of  the  law  of  nations  above  cited  are,  as  regards 
the  present  case,  those  of  the  treaty  rights  between  Colombia  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  treaty  in  force  between  the  two  countries  states  in  the  13th  article  that  the  two 
contracting  parties  undertake  reciprocally  to  dispense  their  special  protection  to  the 

Sersons  and  properties  of  the  citizens  of  each  one  in  the  territories,  subject  to  the  juris- 
iction  of  the  other ;  but  in  the  same  article  the  manner  is  determined  in  which  the 
said  protection  is  to  be  afforded  them,  ^'  leaving  open  and  free  to  them  the  tribunals  of 
justice,  in  the  same  terms  as  are  used  and  accustomed  by  the  natives  or  citLsens  of  the 
country." 

Besides,  the  laws  of  Colombia  do  not  confer  either  upon  foreigners  or  citizens  the 
right  to  claim  of  the  Union  indemnification  for  injuries  caused  by  crimes  such  as 
those  committed  on  the  1st  of  September. 

The  said  right  is  conferred  u}K>n  the  iigured  pariies  against  the  culprits,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  from  the  latter  that  the  imdemnification  which  your  excellency  claims  from 
the  government  must  be  exacted.  Besides,  the  amount  of  the  said  indemnificatioDS 
must  be  taken  into  consideration,  as  a  matter  of  proof  and  judicial  settlement. 

The  conclusion,  therefore,  of  the  trial  which  is  at  present  being  conductod  in  Cartha- 
gena,  will  be  the  means  which  may  lead  to  the  satisfiMition  of  the  claims  to  which  I 
have  referred. 

The  time  has  not  yet  arrived,  in  the  absence  of  official  data,  for  the  solution  of  this 
question. 

The  result  of  the  trial,  at  present  in  progress  in  Carthagena,  will  afford  the  clear  and 
precise  data  required  for  the  examination  of  the  question  respecting  the  responsibility 
for  the  lamentable  assassinations  to  which  the  undersigned  had  referred.  If,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  results  of  the  iudicial  investigations  actually  in  progress,  the  principle* 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  in  force  between  Colmnbii 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Colombian  government  should  appear  to  hare 
incurred  any  responsibility,  the  republic  will  not  rerase  to  satisfy  the  same. 

The  executive  power  will  reiterate  the  orders  communicated  to  Carthagena  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  course  of  the  judicial  process  before  alluded  to. 

With  sentiments  of  high  and  distinguished  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  sab- 
scribe  myself  the  honorable  General  Smlivan's  very  attentive  servant, 

CARLOS  MABTiy. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  SuUivan. 

No.  36.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washingtofiy  March  30, 1868. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Philip  B.  Livingston,  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Saint  -Ajidrews,  represents  that  that  island  is  quite  destitute 
of  any  government,  and  that  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  no  protection.  You  will  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  this  subject.  It  is  particularly  desirable  to  know  whether  any 
national  interest  of  the  United  Stales  is  endangered  by  the  condition  of 
afiairs  at  the  island  as  represented. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  ifcc,  c£c.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 

No.  38.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  31, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  January 
20, 1868,  No.  49,  inclosing  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  the  gov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  on  the  subject  of  the  Panama 
commercial  war  tax. 

The  instructions  of  this  department,  under  date  of  June  13, 1867,  were 
made  necessaiy  mainly  by  the  doubt  which  then  existed  whether  the 
threatened  resistance  by  the  State  of  Panama  to  troops  acting  under  the 
orders  of  General  Mosquera  was  to  be  regarded  as  rebellion  against  the 
legitimate  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  The  progress 
of  events  having  resolved  that  doubt  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Panama, 
the  farther  discussion  of  the  general  question  of  the  liabilty  of  our  citi- 
zens to  extraordinary  taxes  may  be  postponed  to  some  future  occasion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  <fe?.,  <fe?.,  <fe?. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  SuUivan. 

No.  39.]  Department  op  State. 

Washingtonj  April  U^  1868. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Goni,  the  Spanish  minister  here,  has  addressed  a  note  to 
this  department  requesting  the  good  offices  of  this  government  with 
that  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  departure  of  the  Cuyler  from  the  port  where  she  now  is  during  the 
state  of  war  between  Spain  and  certain  Spanish  American  republics. 
The  object  of  the  Spanish  government  in  soliciting  this  arrangement  is 
to  relieve  the  squadron  of  observation  which  it  now  maintains,  and 
otherwise  might  still  feel  obliged  to  keep  up  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
the  movements  of  the  Cuyler.  Mr.  Goni  expresses  confidence  in  the 
existing  administration  at  Bogota,  and  intimates  a  belief  that  if  it  were 
to  engage  not  to  allow  the  Cuyler  to  put  to  sea  under  the  circumstances 
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referred  to,  that  its  pledge  to  that  effect  would  warrant  the  Spanish  gov- 
erament  in  withdrawing  its  naval  force.  He  further  remarks  that  a 
motive  for  asking  the  inteq)08ition  of  this  government  iu  the  matter  is, 
that  Spain  has  no  diplomatic  representative  in  that  country. 

You  will  consequently  make  known  in  the  proper  quarter  the  wish  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  above  referred  t<x  and  request  that 
it  may  be  candidly  and  dispassionately  considered.  It  is  presumed  that 
the  presence  of  Spanish  men-of-war  in  or  near  Colombian  waters  cannot 
be  agreeable  to  the  government  of  that  republic,  and  that  the  equiva- 
lent required  for  theii  departure  will,  under  the  circumstances,  be 
regarded  as  sufficient  and  literal. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Peteb  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

No.  43.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  13, 1868. 
Sib  :  Your  dispatch,  without  a  number,  (No.  59,)  of  March  22,  has 
been  received. 

All  further  discussion  of  the  questions  growing  out  of  the  outrages 
inflicted  upon  the  officers  of  the  steamer  R.  R.  (^yler,  alias  El  Rayo, 
may  be  deferred  until  this  department  shall  have  received  information 
of  the  result  of  the  trial  of  those  accused  of  participation  in  those  crimes. 
You  will  be  expected  to  furnish  promptly  information  as  to  the  energy 
with  which  the  accusation  has  been  prosecuted,  and  the  fairness  evinced 
by  the  tribunals  which  sit  in  judgment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfc,  dtc. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  65.J  liEaATioN  OP  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  May  13, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  (A,  B,  and  C)  of 
correspondence  just  had  between  the  Colombian  government  and  the 
United  States  consul  at  Carthagena  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the 
trial  and  acquittal  of  the  well-known  persons  who,  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber last,  had  most  barbarously  and  cruelly  murdered  native-bom  citizens 
of  our  country  at  Caithagena. 

My  unaltered  statement  of  this  inhuman  affair,  and  the  causes  which 
led  to  it.  will  be  found  in  my  note  to  the  Colombian  government  od  the 
5th  of  October  last,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclosed  to  you  with  my  dispatch 
No.  333,  of  the  12th  of  October. 

On  yesterday  the  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  Colombia  had  paid 
me  a  most  friendly  visit,  and  assured  me  that  the  President  and  cabinet 
of  Colombia  had  fully  concurred  in  my  note  of  the  5th  instant,  of  which 
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inclosure  B  is  a  copy;  that  the  President  had  recommended  to  congress, 
yet  in  session,  to  empower  the  executive  government  to  indemnity  the 
relatives  of  those  who  were  murdered,  as  well  as  the  two  who  had  mirac- 
ulously escaped  on  that  awful  occasion  ;  and  that  both  houses  of  con- 
gress had  introduced  bills  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  would  most 
assuredly  become  a  law. 

Extracts  A,  1,  2,  3,  in  Inclosure  B,  are  taken  from  oflBcial  letters  of 
foreign  consuls  and  consular  agents  at  Carthagena^  viz : 

Extract  A,  British  consul. 

Extract  No.  1,  Italian  vice-consuL 

Extract  No.  2,  British  consul. 

Extract  No.  3,  Prussian  vice-consul. 

But  a  day  or  two  since  Colonel  Cespedes,  one  of  the  murderers,  had 
applied  to  the  President  of  Colombia  to  be  reinstated  in  the  army,  and 
the  President  replied  that  although  he,  Cespedes,  was  acquitted  by  the 
jury  and  judge,  he,  the  President,  still  considered  him  as  a  cruel  assassin, 
and  that  he  should  have  no  favor  from  his  administration. 

This  is  a  great  triumph  for  all  foreigners  in  Colombia,  and  is  a  double 
security  for  our  people  passing  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  and 

from  California  and  Asia. 

•  •••••  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  2>.  C 


Mr,  Hanaberg  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

No.  29.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Carthagma,  U.  S.  C,  April  12,  1868. 

8iR :  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  final  trial  of  the  i>er8ons  accused 
of  complicity  in  the  assassinations  of  the  officers  of  the  steamers  Rayo  and  Colom- 
bia took  place  on  the  8th  instant,  before  the  judge  of  the  province,  and  a  jury . 
of  fire  persons,  and  they  were  found  to  be  not  guilty,  and,  consequently,  discharged 
from  custody. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  trial,  I  was  summoned  before  the  judge  to  answer  the 
foUowing  question,  proposed  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  viz:  "If  the  witness 
Pe&aredenda  had  not  furnished  me  with  copies  of  his  evidence  in  relation  to  the  assas- 
sinations, and  if  I  had  not  afterwards  given  to  the  said  Pe&aredenda  a  letter  recom- 
mending him  for  employment  to  Panama  Railroad  Company  at  Aspinwall."  On  answer- 
ing the  summons,  I  stated  what  had  occurred  as  follows:  That  on  the  night  of  the 
murder  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  had  informed  me  that  he  was  present  at  the  hotel  Bolivar, 
and  saw  all  that  occurred,  at  the  same  time  showing  me  his  clothing,  stained  with 
blood.  Some  two  months  afterward,  having  received  instructions  from  the  United 
States  minister  at  Bogota  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  meeting  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  in 
the  street,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  objection  to  give  me  his  testimony ;  to  which  he 
replied,  that  he  had  come  to  the  city  to  give  his  testimony  before  the  court,  and  could 
furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  same.  I  then  told  him  that  I  should  apply  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  for  a  copy,  but  in  case  I  should  not  obtain  it  through  that  source,  I 
requested  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  to  caU  at  my  office  after  he  had  given  his  testimony.  Sev- 
eral days  after  this  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  called  upon  me,  bringing  the  copies  of  his  testi- 
mony given  upon  two  occasions  before  the  judge.  I  told  him  that,  having  received  a 
copy  of  his  first  testimony  through  his  exceUency  the  President,  I  did  not  require  any 
from  himself,  but  fearing  I  might  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  second  evidence  through 
the  same  source,  he  might  leave  me  the  one  which  lie  had  brought,  which  he  did. 

That  same  day,  after  this,  Mr.  Joaquin  Velez,  of  this  city,  sent  me,  per  Mr.  Pefiare- 
denda, a  note,  in  which  he  requested  me  to  give  the  said  Pefiaredenda  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  officers  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  At  the  same  time  Pefiare- 
denda informed  me  that  he  considered  his  life  was  endangered  by  remaining  in  this 
city,  on  account  of  his  having  testified  as  to  what  he  knew  in  relation  to  the  assassina- 
tions ;  he  had  determined  to  go  to  AspinwaU  and  seek  employment  there.    I  conse- 
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(inently  gave  him  a  letter  to  a  friend  connected  with  the  railroad  oompanj,  merely 
stating  why  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  left  this  city. 

On  the  day  of  the  trial  I  was  summoned  to  attend  the  same  as  one  of  the  witne««ets 
and  after  the  testimony  had  been  read  to  the  jury,  the  judge  inquired  of  the  procura- 
dor  general  if  he  wished  to  examine  any  of  the  witnesses,  to  which  the  procnrador 
replied,  that  he  wished  to  examine  myself.  He  then  pnt  to  me  the  question :  ^  Do  you 
know  who  committed  the  assassination  of  the  Americans  V* 

This  question  took  me  by  surprise,  and  I  answered  that  from  personal  evidence  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  know  who  committed  the  murder,  as  I  was  not  present ;  bm 
by  reference  to  the  testimony  of  others,  the  parties  who  were  under  accusation  appear  to 
have  been  at  least  accomplices  in  the  case.  I  was  then  asked  from  whose  testuiony  1 
derived  this  opinion.  I  answered,  from  that  of  the  persons  who  had  witnessed  tbt 
murder — such  as  Mr.  M.  A.  Cronoz,  Mrs.  Antonio  Gallardo,  &c.  The  counsel  for  tbf 
defense  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  testimony  of  those  witnesses,  aft'er  which.  1 
am  sorry  to  say,  no  further  questions  were  put  to  me,  as  I  should  have  stated  to  tiw* 
court  that  those  same  witnesses  had  told  me,  that  out  of  fear  of,  and  consideration  for, 
the  prisoners,  they  had  not  testified  before  the  court  to  all  they  knew  and  bad  seen. 

In  summing  up,  the  procnrador  general  said  to  the  jury,  that  he  could  not,  upon 
the  evidence,  ask  for  a  conviction  of  the  accused,  and  it  remained  for  the  jury  to  say  if 
they  were  entirely  free  from  guilt. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoners  made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the 
jury,  and  was  applauded  by  the  audience. 

He  assured  the  jury  that  there  need  be  no  fears  of  any  international  question  in  the 
matter,  as  there  was  no  room  for  foreign  intervention.  He  also  assured  them  that  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Pefiaredenda  was  worthless;  that  it  was  formed  as  a  '' speculation,^  » 
proved  by  the  fact  of  my  having  given  him  a  letter  of  recommendation.  This  was  di»- 
puted,  however,  by  the  attorney  g^eneral. 

Consequently,  this  affair  terminated  as  everybody  had  anticipated.  It  may  be 
admitted,  that  by  the  evidence  presented  the  accused  could  not  be  said  to  be  the  per- 
sons who  committed  the  murder,  but  certainly  there  was  proof  of  their  complicity. 

During  the  last  week  the  government  of  the  State  has  published  the  discovery  of  a 
plan  of  revolution  against  the  present  authorities,  and  a  decree  has  been  issued  by  the 
governor  of  the  province,  the  provisions  of  which  aro  of  such  an  arbitrary  character  a» 
should  be  called  for  by  a  state  of  aetual  war. 

However,  the  President  of  the  State  has  stated  that  it  does  not  apply  to  foreigners. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  decree*. 

The  United  States  steamer  Marblehead  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  3d  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUG.  S.  HANABERO. 

United  SUOm  Ommd, 

Hon.  General  Peter  J.  Suixivan, 

United  Stain  Minister  Ketidenty  Bogota, 


Mr,  Suttivan  to  Smor  Perez, 

Legation  of  the  Unttbd  States  of  America, 

Bogota^  May  5, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  consul  of  the  United  Statci 
of  America  at  Cartagena,  in  an  official  note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addrooocd  to  me, 
says: 

'<The  final  trial  of  the  persons  accnsed  of  complicity  in  the  assassinations  of  the  oft- 
cers  of  the  steamers  Ravo  and  Colombia  took  place  on  the  8th  instant,  before  the  jvnAfst 
of  the  province,  and  a  jury  of  five  persons,  and  they  wero  found  to  be  not  guilty,  and 
were  discharged." 

From  another  source  I  have  also  been  most  credibly  informed  and  believe,  ''that  the 
jury  was  composed  of  an  ex-iudge  suspended  fit>m  civil  rights  for  a  cormpt  sentenoe, 
two  ex-brother  officers  of  the  principal  accused,  and  two  unobjectionable  pmons: 
that  one  of  the  topics  for  the  defense  was  that  no  such  crime  as  assaasination  px- 
isteil  according  to  Bolivian  law ; "  and  another,  "that  the  jury  need  not  be  afraid  of  any 
foreign  intervention,"  &c. 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  now  beforo  me,  written  by  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  standing  and  social  position  in  Cartagena,  for  whose  honor  and  integrity  I 
mihesitatingly  vouch,  will  serve  to  convince  any  candid  and  unbiased  mind«  that  w 
«aid  trial  and  acquittal  of  those  men  were  but  a  mockery  of  law,  of  jostioe,  and  of  ia- 
temational  comity. 
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rExtract  No.  1.1 

"  In  a  few  momenta  after  the  two  ex-officers  of  the  Rayo  were  murdered,  I  was  at  the 
Hotel  Bolivar,  where  I  saw  the  dead  body  of  Lieutenant  Borchart  stretched  upon  the 
stone  floor  of  the  dining  corridor,  with  a  great  crowd ;  and  then  the  governor  of  the 
province,  Miguel  A.  Vivez^  to  my  question  who  had  done  the  deed,  said  governor  an- 
swered *  that  hunilreds  of  eyes  nad  seen  it,  but  as  nobody  will  dare  to  give  a  full 
deposition,  probably  the  authors  of  the  crime  will  not  be  discovered/ 

"  In  the  crowd  was  ayoung  man  whose  daring  looks  and  movements  indicated  one 
of  the  participators.    His  name  is  Pefiaranda,  and  he  was,  I  was  told,  secretary  to 

Greneral  Mendoza  Llanes.    I  was  informed  by that  said  Peiiaranda  had  arrested 

him  in  the  street,  and  probably  would  have  killed  him  had  he  not  been  recognized  as 

not  belonging  to  the  Rayo.    I  was  also  informed  by that  said  Pefiaranda  was  one 

of  the  leaders  in  causing  the  death  of  Lieutenants  Borchart  and  Murdangh. 

"From  that  day,  1st  September  last, up  to  this  date,  November  19,  1867, 1  have  not 
spoken  to  a  single  person  without  the  confidence  of  the  guilt  of  the  national  officers, 
Cespedes  and  Bamos,  and  of  the  carpenter,  A.  Franco,  aided  by  the  soldiers  with  their 
muskets,  as  having  murdered  ex-Lieutenant  Borchart  at  the  Hotel  Bolivar,  and  of  the 
national  officer,  Yates  Marquez,  as  having  murdered  ex-Lieutenant  Murdaugh  at  the 
club, 

"A  couple  of  days  after  the  murder,  Mr.  O.  visted  me,  and  told  me  privately,  that  he 
was  present  and  saw  everything  with  the  murder  of  Borchart,  but  that  he  did  not  dare 
to  come  forward  and  declare  the  truth,  because  he  knew  he  would  have  to  pay  for  it 
with  his  life.  He  said  he  had  seen  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cespedes  shooting  a  number  of 
times  at  Borchart.  He  also  related  to  me  the  saving  of  Mr.  Doming,  which  is  exactly 
as  represented  by  Mrs.  Antonia  Gallardo,^  &c. 

[Extract  Xo.  9.] 

"There  was  ample  time  for  the  authorities  at  Carthagena  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
what  was  threatened,  and  to  provide  against  it. 

"About  five  o^clock  p.  m.,  on  the  day  in  question,  the  naval  agent  of  the  royal  mail 
steamer  Tyne  arrived  at  my  house,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  there  were  officers  of 
the  Rayo  on  board.  The  doctor  and  purser  of  the  Tyne  left  the  ship  at  seven,  and  the 
ex-officers  of  the  Rayo,  Borchart  and  Murdauf^h,  followed  them. 

"About  a  quarter  to  eight  I  accompanied  said  naval  agent  to  said  steamer  Tyne,  and 
whOe  there  a  dark-complexioned  person,  short,  and  dressed  in  the  white  trowsers  and 
blue  jacket,  with  Repi,  usually  worn  as  an  undress  by  the  officers  of  the  battalion 
'  Regauder,'  with  a  crowd  of  about  thirty  or  forty  persons,  rushed  towards  us,  crying  *  a 
1a  lancha,'  and  pistols  were  presented  at  the  naval  officer,  amid  shouts  of  'aquese  esta 
ee  el  oficial  del  Rayo.'  I  knocked  up  the  revolver  presented  by  the  leader  of  this  mob. 
and  asked  what  he  wanted.  He  replied  in  an  excited  miuiner,  pointing  to  the  naval 
officer,  'es  el  un  oficial  del  Rayo.'  i  corrected  the  mistake,  and  again  asked  what  he 
wanted.  He  replied,  *  bnscando  los  oficials  del  Rayo  que  nos  han  ultra  jado  de  una  que 
no  podemos  sumr.' 

"  On  my  return  from  the  steamer  Tyne  I  inquired  of  several  persons  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  disturbance,  and  received  the  same  reply ;  and  on  approaching  the  Hotel 
Bolivar  I  heard  several  shots,  and  in  passing  the  door  was  caught  in  the  midst  of  a 
crowd  that  issued  therefrom.  Here  I  saw  a  tidl,  thin  man,  dressed  in  white,  whose 
bands  were  dripping  with  blood.  I  asked  who  had  wounded  him.  He  replied, '  Un 
oficial  del  Rayo.'  During  all  this  time  not  a  word  was  said  about  any  attack  on 
General  Mendoza  Llanes. 

"Soon  aft«r  this  I  saw  an  armed  guard  at  the  door  of  this  hotel,  and  then  heard  for 
tbe  first  time  Hie  story  of  an  attempt  on  (General  Mendoza's  life.  This  was  at  least 
tbree  quarters  of  mi  hour  after  the  said  attack  upon  the  naval  officer  of  the  steamer 
Tyne,  above  alluded  to. 

"About  half  past  nine  o'clock  of  the  same  night  there  was  no  guard  at  the  Hotel 
Bolivar,  nor  dia  I  see  then  any  patrol  or  preparation  to  provide  against  a  fi'esh  out- 
break. 

"  It  appears  that  at  the  first  alarm  the  President,  Sefior  Gonzales  Caraso,  took  refuge 
in  tbe  cuartel,  and  that  at  half  past  ten  o'clock  that  night  he  was  at  his  house  and 
nndressing  to  go  to  bed.  A  moment's  reflection  would  nave  told  him  that  the  mail 
steamer  wonld  leave  at  day-break,  and  that  there  was  no  other  means  of  sending  tbe 
sorviving  Americans  out  of  danger.  They  owe  their  lives  entirely  to  the  women  of 
tbe  hoteland  to  the  United  States  consul's  exertions. 

"As  soon  as  tbe  crowd  who  had  gone  to  the  steamer  Tyne,  as  above  stated,  were 
satisfied  that  those  they  were  in  search  of  were  not  on  board,  a  cry  of  'al  Hotel  Bolivar' 
'as  raised,  and  they  immediately  went  off  in  that  direction. 

"  I  am  particular  as  to  time,  in  order  to  show  that  the  story  of  an  attack  on  General 
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Mendoza  Llanes  having  provoked  the  mnrders  is  an  afterthought  j  and  that  the  civil 
authorities  were  guilty,  as  I  venture  to  affirm,  of  at  least  gross  omissions  of  duty. 

"  I  am  not  able  to  say  by  whom  the  murders  were  actually  committed,  but  I  slate 
that  from  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  September  up  to  this  day,  (November  22d,)  the 
general  report  in  this  city  has  not  wavered  in  pointing  out  Colonel  Cespedes,  Captain 
Barrios,  Lieutenant  Marquez,  a  carpenter  named  franco,  a  policeman  called  Vivez, 
(the  man  whom  I  had  met  with  his  hands  bloody,)  and  Sefior  Pefiaranda,  the  secretary 
of  General  Mendoza  Slanes,  as  active  participators  in  the  crime. 

**  So  little  shame  was  felt  in  Carthagena  that  a  French  gentleman  who  expressed  his 
abhorrence  of  the  crime  and  his  disgust  that  robbery  had  i>een  added  to  murder,  was 
threatened  by  an  officer  of  the  battalion  regenerader  that  he  would  be  treated  in  like 
manner  if  he  were  not  silent." 

pSztract  No.  3.] 

"  I  must  state  this  crime  causes  the  most  painful  sensation  among  foreigners  resident 
in  Carthagena,  in  like  manner  with  natives  who  possess  human  feelings. 

"The  fatal  time,  about  half  past  seven  o'clock,  I  was  in  my  balcony;  saw  a  mob 
rushing  to  and  fro  in  the  streets;  heard  report  of  fire-arms  in  direction  of  the  Hotel 
Bolivar  and  club. 

Mr.  Juan  N.  Pombo  informed  me  that  the  most  atrocious  crime  had  been  committed 
on  the  persons  of  the  two  officers  of  the  Rayo,  one  in  the  Hotel  Bolivar  and  the  otiier 
in  the  club ;  the  first  victim  Mr.  Borchart,  and  the  second  Mr.  Murdaugb.  InquirinflF 
who  effected  the  hideous  action,  I  was  answered  that  it  was  a  gang  of  the  officers  and 
part  of  soldiers  of  the  battalion  regenerados,  actually  on  duty  in  Carthagena ;  that  he, 
Mr.  Pombo,  was,  unfortunately,  at  the  fatal  moment,  in  the  club ;  that  he,  with  othera, 
thought  to  prevent  the  crime,  but  to  no  avail,  as  the  actors  were  determined  to  take 
Mr.  Murdaugh's  life.  He  also  then  told  me  tnat  the  mob  was  then  leaving  the  club, 
when  a  young  man  at  the  door  said  to  them  that  he  knew  where  Mr.  Mardaugh  had 
absconded  himself,  and,  void  of  honorable  feelings,  he  escorted  the  officers  of  the 
regenerader  to  the  fatal  spot,  and  there  Mr.  Murdaugh  was  immediately  butchered, 
and,  as  is  stated  by  an  eye-witness,  executed  by  an  officer  named  Teodoro  Yates  Mar- 
quez. After  returning  from  the  spot  above  mentioned,  many  persons  also  state  that 
the  said  ^larquez  boasted  of  having  accomplished  his  savage  and  hellish  deed,  brandish- 
ing the  awful  weapon  (revolver)  with  which  he  had  given  vent  to  his  unremitting 
thirst  for  human  blood. 

*'  Regarding  what  took  place  at  the  Bolivar  Hotel.  I  learned  that  Messrs.  Borchart 
and  Doi*nin  were  making  calls  upon  their  firiends  an^r  they  had  landed  from  the  Royal 
Mail  steamer,  arrived  from  Santa  Martha  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Ist  of  September 
last.  Repairing  to  the  Bolivar  Hotel,  they  noticed  a  large  crowd  on  the  c^omer,  firont 
door,  and  steps  of  the  hotel.  Unconcerned,  they  walked  through ;  but,  on  reaching  the 
last  steps  to  the  corridor,  they  were  fired  upon. 

"  It  seems  that  Borchart  had  no  arms  to  defend  himself.  Mr.  Domin  had  his  revolver 
and  a  small  dagger.  He  commenced  to  make  his  defense  against  an  overwhelminff 
concourse,  and  throwing  the  dagger  to  Mr.  Murdaugh  with  the  object  that  he  should 
also  make  his  own  defense,  Mr.  Domin  was  severely  wounded ;  and  when  the  mob 
started  upon  Mr.  Borchart,  who  had  reached  one  of  the  rooms,  Mr.  Domin  was  taken 
care  of  by  the  landlady  of  the  hotel,  and  secreted  in  her  own  room,  to  prevent  his  being 
assassinated  as  his  two  comrades. 

r  "  Entering  the  room,  Mr.  Borchart  resisted  with  all  his  power  against  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  his  followers.  His  strife  must  have  been  vigorous,  aa  he  had  to 
battle  between  life  and  death. 

"The  rush  ceased  momentarily.  He  then  strove  to  make  a  rapid  escape  towards  the 
corridor  to  save  himself;  but  unluckily,  as  he  opened  tlie  door,  although  with  precaa- 
tion,  he  was  seized  by  a  man  named  Nicholas  Franco,  who  commenced  struggling  with 
him,  and  firom  whom  Mr.  Borchart  received  in  the  hip  a  mortal  cut  with  a  carpenter's 
chisel,  which  brought  him  down  to  the  pavement  of  the  corridor. 

"  In  this  awful  situation  revolvers  were  discharged  at  him,  of  which  one  ball,  enteriaf 
the  left  side  of  the  breast,  immediately  caused  his  death. 

"Antonio  Gallardo,  a  servant  in  the  hotel,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Pefiaredonda,  were,Iaa 
informed,  present,  and  can  give  their  testimony  as  to  these  facts. 

"  The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  hospital,  and  there  found  and  examined  the  dead 
bodies  of  Borchart  and  Murdaugh ;  found  several  wounds  upon  each,  more  e^>ecial|y 
the  one  which  each  had  received  upon  the  left  breast,  which  must  have  been  the  mortal 
one,  penetrating,  as  is  supposed,  the  hearts  of  those  two  American  citizens. 

"The  facts  above  stated  are  well  known  to  the  community  at  large  in  this  city." 

80  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  none  of  the  eentlemen  firom  whose  letters  I  have 
taken  the  above  four  last  extracts  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  translations  of  evidence  in  the  case,  by  eye-witneases^' 

Se&or  Antonio  del  Real,  in  a  note  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Carthagena,  dated 
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November  12, 1867,  says:  "Was  in  the  honse  called  the  Club,  on  the  night  of  the  Ist 
of  September  last,  when  Mr.  Mnrdangh  came  in,  and  after  a  polite  salutation  to  our- 
selves he  went  into  the  dining  hall.  Mr.  Juan  N.  Pombo  then  requested  Mr.  Ruiz,  the 
proprietor  of  the  house,  to  persuade  Mr.  Murdaugh  to  retire,  because  there  was  much 
alarm,  &c.  After  Mr.  Ruiz  had  spoken  to  him  he  went  out ;  and  after  hearing  some 
shouts  in  the  street  he  returned,  and  a  servant  boy  of  the  house,  as  we  were  told,  indir 
cated  to  Murdaugh  where  to  hide  himself. 

"  This  occurred  in  the  midst  of  a  great  tumult,  especially  observable  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  house  and  in  the  street,  where  I  saw  some  shots  fired.  I  heard  some  snots 
fired  inside  of  the  house,  and  then  I  was  told  that  Mr.  Murdaugh  had  been  found  on  a 
flat  roof,  in  the  midst  of  some  boxes  of  flowers,  and  that  they  h^  killed  him  with  pistol- 
shots,'^  &c. 

Se&or  Juan  N.  Pombo  says,  in  a  like  note,  "  that  he  was  in  the  house  called  the  Club 
on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  September ;  heard  some  shots  fired.  The  principal  corridor 
and  interior  of  the  house  had  been  invaded  by  a  crowd  of  armed  individuals,  who  were 
searchiug  for  the  officers  of  the  Rayo,"  Ac. 

Sefior  Eugenie  de  Janon,  in  a  note  of  November  21  last,  says :  "  On  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber last,  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  more  or  less,  I  came  ofif  from  the  steamer  Tyne 
in  company  with  Messrs.  Borchart,  Smith,  Domin,  and  Murdaugh,  and  together  we  went 
to  the  Hotel  Bolivar.  On  arriving  up  stairs,  in  the  corridor  of  that  hotel,  I  found 
directly  in  front  of  me  a  young  man  named  Temistooles  Pe&aranda,  who,  seeing  the  four 
ex-officers  of  the  R*yo  with  me,  expressed  himself  in  improper  terms  against  tnem,  call- 
ing them  ])irates,  bandits  of  the  Rayo,  thieves,  &c.  Be  it  that  the  ex-officers  referred 
to  not  wishing  to  take  any  notice  of  Mr.  PeHaranda,  or  be  it  thev  did  not  understand 
the  epithets  which  he  directed  towards  them,  the  fact  is  they  did  not  answer  a  single 
word,  but  went  towards  the  room  which  opens  on  the  hall. 

**  1  told  him  that  he  ought  not  to  express  himself  in  the  manner  he  was  doing,  because 
he  might  provoke  a  quarrel ;  and  I  told  him  that  those  gentlemen  brought  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  General  Santos  Qutierrez  for  the  President  of  the  State.  He  then 
went  to  his  room. 

After  this  I  was  in  the  bed-room  a  few  moments  with  the  ex-officers,  whom  I  soon  left 
to  go  out  on  private  business.  On  my  return,  Mrs.  Antonio  Qallardo  told  me  that  a 
mob,  composed  of  the  people,  officers,  and  soldiers,  had  assassinated  Mr.  Borchart*  and 
wounded  Mr.  Domin." 

Mrs.  Antonio  Gallardo.  in  the  city  of  Carthagena,  on  the  Ist  of  September  last,  testi- 
fied before  the  alcalde  of  the  district  as  follows : 

To  the  query  about  her  knowledge  of  what  has  taken  place  this  evening  at  the  Hotel 
Bolivar,  where  she  was,  she  answered,  "  that  she  was  in  the  said  establishment  and 
saw  Mr.  PeHaranda  insulting  four  Americans  that  were  in  the  corridor  of  the  hotel,  and 
who  had  just  come  u^  stairs,  to  which  insults  said  Americans  did  not  answer,  when 
Pefiaranda  withdrew  into  his  room ;  that  a  few  moments  later  appeared  an  armed  party 
looking  for  the  Americans,  which  found  only  one,  and  he  locked  nimself  up  in  a  room ; 
that,  nevertheless,  they  forced  the  door  and  fired  at  him  every  time  that  door  was  ajsr; 
that  the  forces  of  that  American  giving  way  in  holding  the  door,  he  thought  to  save 
himself  by  flight,  but  was  detained  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Franco,  who  took  hold  of  him, 
threw  him  on  the  floor,  striking  him  at  the  same  time  with  an  instrument  in  his  hand ; 
that,  after  this,  soldiers  of  the  battalion  regenerader  shot  at  him  with  muskets  and  left 
him  dead." 

Questioned  if  she  had  heard,  and  from  whom,  that  the  intention  of  the  Americans 
was  to  kill  General  Mendoza  Llanes,  and  if  she  saw  any  movement  or  anything  else  to 
indicate  such  intention,  she  answered,  ^^  that  she  did  not  hear  or  see  anything  of  the 
kind,  but  that  she  knows  General  Mendoza  was  not  in  the  hotel. 

Evidence  of  Nicholas  Pefiaredenda,  taken  before  the  provincial  court  at  Carthagena, 
November  5, 1867,  is  substantially  as  follows : 

**  Am  a  native  of  Maganque,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  married,  and  a  merchant ;  was 
in  Carthagena  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  and  that  while  in  company 
with  a  young  man  named  Falquez,  from  Santa  Martha,  Mr.  Diego  Leon  apiiroached  ana 
asked  them  the  cause  of  the  alarming  movements  observable  at  that  time  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  where  they  were.  They  answered  that  they  did  not  know.  Said  Leon  then  said 
he  thought  it  was  a  question  with  the  Americans,  and  then  withdrew. 

**  Then  witness  and  said  Falquez  went  towards  the  Hotel  Bolivar,  and  on  their  way 
having  met  General  Mendoza  Llanes,  they  stopped  him,  and  having  asked  him  if  the 
report  that  the  Americans  had  attacsed  him  was  true,  he  answered  them  in  such  a 
vague  manner  that  the  witness  understood  from  him  there  had  not  been  any  such 
attack  make  upon  lum. 

^'That  after  this  the  witness  proceeded  alone  to  the  Hotel  Bolivar,  and  on  going  to 
the  stairs  of  this  establishment  he  heard  the  rei>ort  of  fire-arms,  and,  accelerating  his 
steps,  he  found  in  the  upper  part  of  the  house  a  multitude  of  persons,  among  whom  he 
recognized  Manuel  Cespedes  and  Vicente  Barrios,  who,  armed  with  revolvers,  were 
firing  upon  two  Americans  who  were  then  defending  themselves  frt)m  the  shots  thus 
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fired  at  them ;  that  the  witnesB  being  obliged  to  observe  this  oconrrence,  being  then  ii 
the  midst  of  it,  interposed  between  Vicente  Barrios  and  one  of  the  Americans  with 
whom  Barrios  was  struggling;  that  the  witness  succeeded  in  saving  the  American  and 
shutting  him  up  in  a  room  of  the  house ;  that  the  said  American  was  wounded  in  thii 
attack,  but  the  witness  cannot  say  who  wounded  him  because  there  were  so  many 
attacking  with  sabers,  &c.,  ( arma  blanca,)  and  at  the  same  time  the  witness  was 
wounded  below  the  left  nipple,  by  a  stab  from  an  instrument  in  an  unknown  hand; 
that  this  crowd  went  down  stairs  in  search  of  another  Ameriom,  and  the  witnew 
remained  at  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  he  had  placed  the  American ;  then  heard  a 
voice  in  the  house  shouting :  '  How  f  are  you  going  when  there  remain  enemies  up 
stairs  f  and  observing  at  the  same  time  that  the  people,  with  armed  soldiers,  were  com- 
ing up  stairs,  then  the  witness  resolved  to  leave  the  said  door,  and  on  going  below  he 
"     naV     "        '  "  '  .    «-  .      .  ...        .  ...     -         .      .       ^ 


found  Mr.  Cespedes  and  begged  of  him  to  save  the  American ;  that  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards he  heard  shots  fired  inside  the  hotel,  and  the  voice  of  a  man  who  cvne  out  of 
the  house,  saying:  *Xow  they  have  killed  him! 'that  witness  then  went  up  and  found 
the  American,  wnom  he  had  shut  up  in  the  room,  dead ;  that  he  then  went  out,  and, 
late  at  night,  found  the  American  consuL  and  helped  that  officer  to  take  on  board  the 
royal  mau  steamer  two  Americans  who  nad  been  saved,  of  whom  one  was  wounded ; 
that  shortly  before  leaving  for  the  steamer  the  United  States  consul  succeeded  in  nro- 
curing  a  public  force,  under  the  command  of  Cruez  Diez  and  Colonel  Caraso,  who  had 
helped  the  consul  and  mysef  to  get  these  two  Americans  on  board  of  the  said  steamer," 
&c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Manuel  A.  Orewoz  testified  before  the  provincial  court  at  Carthagena,  on  tiie31st 
December  last,  substantially  as  follows : 

"  Am  forty  years  of  age,  a  native  of  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela,  resident  of  Cartha- 
gena, merchant,  and  married;  that  on  the  1st  of  Septemper  last,  in  the  evening, he  wis 
at  the  Hotel  Bolivar,  as  the  place  had  been  and  is  his  dwelling-place,  and  was  an  actual 
witness  of  the  horrible  scandal  which  in  the  end  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  North 
American,  Borchart,  and  the  wounding  of  Mr.  Domin,  also  a  North  American ;  that  of 
the  multitude  of  people  that  were  in  the  hotel  that  night  he  knew  but  few  persons,  exc^ 
a  young  man,  Pefiaranda,  who  may  justly  be  called  the  general  promoter  and  insti- 
gator of  the  disgraceful  occurrences  of  that  night ;  that  he  also  saw  there  Manuel  Ces- 
pedes, second  commander  of  the  ^battalion  regenerader, '  Mr.  Vicente  Barrios,  an 
officer  of  the  same  force,  and  a  carpenter  named  ^imco ;  that  he  only  remained  in  the 
hotel  that  night,  onlv  until  the  assassins,  assisted  by  armed  soldiers  of  the  said  bat- 
talion, fell  upon  Borchart;  that  about  11  o'clock  same  night  he  returned  to  his  lodg- 
ings in  said  hotel,  and  became  engaged  with  Colonel  Perea  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel  in  the  means  of  saving  and  embarking  of  Mr.  Damin,  who  was  wounded,  and  hit 
companion,  Smith,  who  were  delivered  by  said  two  persons  and  myself  to  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  1  o'clock  that  night. 

''  That  Borchart  was  killed  and  Domin  wounded  before  he  had  first  left  said  hotel 
that  night ;  that  in  a  crowd  of  so  many  persons,  who  disputed  the  means  of  entxance 
to  the  room  of  the  ^rson  who  was  the  victim,  had  taken  refuge,  Slc, 

"  He  cannot  positively  say  who  had  killed  Mr.  Borchart  or  wounded  Mr.  Domin,"  Ac 

On  the  6th  of  November  last  the  United  States  consul  at  Carthagena  wrote  to  me,  as 
follows : 

**  Mr.  Bfanuel  Amador  Fierro,  the  President  of  the  State,  sent  for  me  to  call  9i  his 
office,  and  represented  to  me  his  disposition  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  national 
government  in  relation  to  the  murders  committed  m  this  city  on  the  Ist  of  September 
last,  but  stated  he  had  not  the  power  to  perform  what  he  knew  to  be  his  dul^  in  the 
case,  as  the  parties  against  whom  he  had  to  proceed  composed  the  only  armed  foree 
in  this  city ;  and  should  he  undertake  to  carry  out  the  proper  measures  it  is  probable 
he  would  himself  be  made  a  prisoner,  which  would  malce  the  situation  much  worse; 
consequently  he  begged  of  me,  as  a  favor,  to  write  to  you  per  first  opportunity,  to 
request  you  to  apply  to  the  President  or  government  of  the  nation,  and  state  his  desire 
that  a  force  of  one  hundred  national  troops  be  sent  to  this  eity  immediately;  and  in 
case  the  one  hundred  men  have  already  been  sent  to  BaranquiUa,  undffl'  the  command 
of  Colonel  Ponce,  that  orders  be  immediately  sent  down  to  that  officer  to  bring  that 
force  immediately  to  this  city. 

*^  His  excellency  also  requested  me  to  say  to  you  that  any  communication  from  the 
government  to  him  in  relation  to  this  matter  he  should  like  to  have  come  through  yoor 
medium  and  that  of  this  consulate. 

"  1  inclose  a  letter  from  his  excellency  for  the  secretary  of  war.'' 

I  duly  delivered  the  above  letter  for  the  secretary  of  war  to  his  excellency  Selior  Carlos 
Martin,  late  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  and  at  the  same  timeendained 
to  him  the  contents  of  said  note  of  United  States  consul  Hanaberg,  when  said  secre- 
tary Martin  assured  me  that  the  troops  that  had  escorted  General  Moequera  were 
ordered  to  return  to  and  remain  at  Carthagena,  for  the  purpose  indicated,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  peaee,  good  or^r,  and  dignity  of  Colombia.  Such  was  my 
understanding  with  Secreti^y  Martin  on  that  saljeot. 
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Said  consul  has  also  informed  me  that  the  President  of  Bolivar  had  complained  to 
him  that  no  troops  had  been  sent  to  his  aid. 

Your  predecessor,  in  an  official  note  of  the  10th  of  October  last,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
5th  of  the  same  month,  says,  as  translated : 

**  In  the  same  manner  the  said  government  has  issued  peremptory  orders  for  disband- 
ing the  battalion  which  was  in  Carthagena,  under  command  of  G.  Gonzales  Curazo,  to 
which  the  officers  referred  to  by  your  excellency's  note  belonged ;  the  said  force  will, 
therefore,  no  longer  be  in  the  service  of  the  republic." 

I  have  been  advised  by  the  said  United  States  consul  that  the  said  troops,  who  had 
garrisoned  Carthagena  at  the  time  of  said  murders,  and  who  were  charged  with  said 
crimes,  have  ever  since  been  retained  in  the  public  service  garrisoning  said  city. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  circumstances  in  this  unpleasant  affair,  and  mind- 
ful of  the  friendly  relations  which  ought  ever  to  exist  between  Colombia  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  I  suggest  to  your  excellency  the  propriety  of  your  acceding  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  contained  in  my  note,  addressed  to  your  predecessor  on  the  20th  of 
January  last,  asking  indemnities  for  the  feumilies  of  the  said  two  murdered  Americans,  as 
well  as  for  said  Doruin  and  Smith,  their  companions  and  countrymen,  who  has  escaped 
being  murdered  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

Relying  upon  the  friendship  and  good  faith  of  your  government  towards  mine,  I  have 
the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  my  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Excellency  Seflor  Doctor  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  BelationSy  United  States  of  Colombia. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr,  Hanaherg, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  May  5,  1868. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  12th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  persons  charged  with  the 
assassination  of  the  officers  of  the  steamers  Rayo  and  Colombia  had  been  finally  tried 
and  acquitted,  has  come  to  hand. 

This  is,  indeed,  an  alarming  state  of  affairs  in  Colombia,  which  makes  every  foreigner 
in  this  country  tremble  for  his  property  and  his  life. 

I  have  this  day  sent  another  strong  note  to  the  Colombian  government  reviewing  this 
trial— protesting  against  it  as  a  mockery  of  law,  of  Justice,  and  of  international  comity, 
and  urging  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  my  note  of  the  20th  of  January  last,  demand- 
ing indemnities  for  the  families  of  Borchart  and  Murdau^h,  and  for  Domin  and  Smith. 
I  am  fully  determined  that,  in  future,  all  American  citizens  sojourning  in  Colombia 
shall  be  safe  in  their  persons  and  property ;  and,  should  those  barbarous  and  blood- 
thirsty assassains  defy  me,  I  have  a  sure  plan  by  which  I  can  make  them  as  tame  as 
toothless  serpents. 

Private, — ^The  British  consul,  in  a  note  on  this  trial  to  the  British  charg^  d'affaires 
here,  gives  the  character  of  three  of  the  jury  who  had  tried  those  assassins. 

I  must  again  thank  you  for  the  great  fidelity  and  zeal  which  you  have  shown  in  this 
matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Aug.  S.  Hanaberg,  Esq., 

United  States  Consulf  Carthagena. 


Mr,  SuUivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  66.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  May  13,  1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  (A,  B,  C)  of  cor- 
respondence had  between  the  Colombian  government,  the  United  States 
consol  at  Panama,  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  discharge 
of  Thomas  Walsh,  at  Panama. 

The  evidence  submitted  by  the  Colombian  government  in  this  case  is 
so  bulky  and  difficult  of  translation,  that  I  prefer  to  await  the  report  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1070  DIPLOMATIC    COBBESPONDENCE. 

OUT  consul  at  Panama  before  I  form  or  express  an  opinion  in  this  ca^, 
which  may  be  intended  as  a  set-off  against  the  Garthagena  murder  cases. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Senor  Perez  to  Mr,  SulHvan, 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  April  22, 186^. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  Colombia  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hon. 
General  Sullivan,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  copy  of  Tarious 
docimients  which  have  been  received  in  this  office,  from  which  it  will  be  stVn  that  on 
the  afternoon  of  Jannary  23d  last  an  officer  and  some  marines  of  the  North  American 
navy,  being  armed,  disembarked  at  Taboga  and  proceeded  to  the  hot-el  of  the  same 
name,  and  there  seized  upon  Mr.  Thomas  Walsh,  an  English  subject  and  captain  of  tfaf 
pilot-boat  Petrel,  and  handcuffed  him  and  conducted  him  as  a  prisoner  to  Panama, 
where  he  was  set  at  liberty  by  order  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  that 
the  above-mentioned  officer  and  soldiers  seized,  also,  the  papers  of  the  said  vessel,  which 
were  found  in  possession  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wsdsh ;  also  the  chronometer  which  he  had 
given  to  Mr.  Casain  to  keep. 

As  these  fact«  are  in  violation  of  the  security  which  the  institutions  of  this  republic 
guarantee  to  all  individuals  who  are  found  in  the  territory  of  the  Union,  and  l>eing  exe- 
cuted by  employ^  of  another  nation,  they  are,  in  a  high  degree,  subversive  of  the 
national  sovereignty  thereof. 

The  executive  power  is  under  the  necessity  of  formallv  reclaiming  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the  object  that  it  should  dict4ite  the  nu^ 
efficacious  means  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  deeds  of  this  kind,  and  that  what  alreaily 
had  been  done  should  receive  the  proper  reproof. 

The  Colombian  government  at  present  limits  its  claim  to  this  exigence  alone,  reserr- 
ing  to  itself  ,an  addition,  if  it  should  be  necessary  when  in  the  course  of  the  process  of 
law,  which,  on  account  of  the  above  facts,  is  commenced  in  Panama,  the  arrest  and  trial 
of  the  individuals  who  had  committed  those  acts  should  be  ordered. 

The  undersigned  expects  that  General  Sullivan  will  acquaint  his  government  with 
the  contents  of  the  documents  referred  to,  as  also  of  the  present  note. 

With  sentiments  of  distinguished  consideration  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  again 
acknowledge  himself  General  Sullivan's  obedient  servant, 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 

Hon.  Selior  General  Peter  J.  Suluvan, 

Minwter  Besident  of  the  United  States  o/Ameriea,  ^c,  ^,  ^c. 


Mr.  SuUivan  to  Senor  Pereg. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  May  13, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note,  dated  the 
22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  arrest  of  Thomas  Walsh  by  an  officer  and  marines  of  tk 
United  States  navy,  at  Taboga,  on  the  23d  of  January  last,  and  his  subsequent  diechaisr 
by  the  United  States  consul  at  Panama. 

I  should  have  answered  your  said  note  ere  this  had  I  not  waited,  but  in  vain,  for  • 
statement  of  the  case  from  the  said  consul. 

I  have  written  to  him  to  report  forthwith  the  proceedings  in  this  case,  both  to  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington  and  to  this  legation. 

I  have,  in  the  mean  time,  forwarded  a  copy  of  your  sold  note,  with  a  copy  of  Drin*  to 
said  consul,  to  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profoond  zespect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

PETEE  J.  SUUJVJLN. 
His  Excellency  Selior  Doctor  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  BeloHoM,  UnUei  SUUea  <^  Cohmikia. 
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Mr.  SuUwan  io  Mr.  Smith. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  May  10, 1868. 
Sir  :  The  secretary  for  forei^  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  in  a  note 
addressed  to  this  legation  on  the  22d  ultimo,  says : 

"  That  on  the  23il  of  January  last  an  officer  and  some  marines  of  the  North  American 
navy,  being  armed,  disembarked  at  Toboga  and  then  and  there  seized  upon  Mr.  Thomaa 
Walsh,  an  English  subject,  and  handcuffed  and  conducted  him  as  prisoner  to  Panama, 
ii^here  he  was  set  at  liberty  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

The  said  secretary  complains  that  this  act  on  the  part  of  said  officer  is  a  great  out- 
rage upon  the  laws  and  sovereignty  of  Colombia,  and  demands  of  our  government  that 
said  officer  be  reprimanded,  and  that  there  shall  not  be  a  repetition  or  similar  acts  as 
are  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  said  officer. 

You  will  forthwith  report  the  facts  in  this  case  both  to  the  Department  of  State  at 
Washington  and  to  this  legation^  so  as  that  even-handed  Justice  may  be  done,  know- 
ingly, in  the  premises. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Thomas  K.  Smith,  Esq., 

United  States  Conauly  Panama^  United  States  of  Colombia. 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  70.]  Legation  of  the  TTnitbd  States, 

Bogota,  Juiie  18,  1868. 

Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  correspondence  (A  and  B) 
had  between  the  Colombian  government  and  myself,  on  the  request  of 
the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington,  invoking  our  friendly  aid  (per  your 
dispatch  Ko.  39  of  April  14th  last)  not  to  let  the  war  steamer  Cuyler  go 
to  sea  during  the  existing  war  between  Spain  and  certain  South  Ameri- 
can republics.    I  think  the  answer  is  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  G. 


Mr.  SttUivan  to  Senor  Perez. 

Legation  op  the  United  States  op  AxnsRicA, 

Bogota,  June  6, 1868. 

Sir:  My  government  has  instructed  me  to  inform  your  exceUency  that  the  Spanish 
minister  at  Washin^n  has  addressed  a  note  to  the  Department  of  State,  United  States 
of  America,  requestmg  its  good  offices  with  that  of  its  sister  republic  the  United  States 
of  Colombia,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  departure  of  the  war  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler, 
alias  the  "El  Rayo,"  from  the  port  where  she  now  is,  during  the  state  of  war  between 
Spain  and  certain  Spanish  American  republics. 

The  object  of  the  Spanish  government,  in  soliciting  this  arrangement,  is  to  relieve 
the  squadron  of  observation  which  it  now  maintains,  and  otherwise  might  stUl  feel 
obliged  to  keep  up,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  movements  of  the  Cuyler. 

The  Spanish  minister  aforesaid  expresses  confidence  in  the  existing  natioual  admin- 
istration of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  intimates  a  belief  that  if  it  were  to 
engage  not  to  allow  tiie  said  war  steamer  to  put  to  sea  under  the  circumstances  referred 
to,  that  its  pledge  to  that  effect  would  warrant  the  Spanish  government  in  withdraw- 
ing its  naval  force  from  Colombian  waters. 

Said  Spanish  minister  fhrther  authorizes  me  to  say  that  a  motive  for  asking  the 
interposition  of  my  government  in  this  matter  is  that  Spain  has  no  diplomatic  repre- 
sentative in  Colombia. 
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In  making  known  to  yonr  excellency  the  wish  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  govemmeDt 
above  referred  to,  an  well  as  that  of  mine,  I  presame  that  the  presence  of  Spanish  men- 
of-war  in  or  near  Colombian  waters  cannot  oe  very  agreeable  to  the  government  of 
that  brave  soldier  and  disinterestc^l  patriot,  General  Santos  Guteriez,  the  popular  citi- 
zen President  of  Colombia,  and  hence  I  believe  that  the  equivalent  required  for  their 
departure  will,  under  the  circumstances,  be  regarded  as  sufficient  and  liberal,  and  most 
naturally  result  in  a  source  of  mutual  benefit  and  lasting  friendship  between  all  parties 
concerned. 

I  request  a  speedy  and  explicit  answer  to  this  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  my  unbounded  confidence  in  and 
respect  for  yourself  and  the  government  of  which  you  are  so  truly  worthily  the 
exi>onent. 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Acosta  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Betationsy  U.  8.  C, 


Seiior  Perez  to  Mr,  Sullivan, 

[TnuiaUtion.] 

Office  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  June  15, 1868. 

The  note  which  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  address  the  undersigned,  dated  6th  of 
the  present  month  of  June,  stating  that  the  Spanish  minister  in  Washington  has  solic- 
ited of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  interposition  of  its  good 
offices  with  Colombia,  in  order  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  of  war  R.  R,  Cuyler 
or  "  El  Kayo/'  ftx»m  the  port  in  which  it  is  at  present,  so  long  as  the  present  war  between 
Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  continue,  has  oeen  laid  before  the  citizen 
President.    * 

The  undersigned  has  received  instructions  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  Colonel 
F.  Canez,  who  will  shortly  set  out  in  the  service  of  the  government  near  the  Colombian 
Atlantic  States,  will  be  the  bearer  of  orders  to  remove  from  the  said  steamer  Rayo  all 
such  pieces  or  parts  as  it  may  be  possible  to  take  out  of  her  with  the  view  to  hinder 
her  m>m  sailing  or  performing  any  service  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Colombian 
government. 

This  said  ^vemment,  in  fulfillment  of  its  duties  as  a  neutral  power,  will  not  grant, 
under  any  circumstances,  its  permission  for  the  sailing  of  the  said  vessel  from  its 
waters. 

In  the  same  manner  the  authorities  of  the  State  in  which  the  said  vessel  is  at  present 
shall  be  notified,  to  the  efiect  that  the  utmost  vigilance  be  observed  respecting  uiesaid 
vejwel,  to  the  effect  that  she  be  not  taken  or  conveyed  away  for  the  service  of  any  of 
the  belligerents,  so  long  as  the  war  continues,  or  untQ  the  ownership  of  the  said  vessel 
be  ascertained. 

The  citizen  President  hopes  that  the  above-mentioned  assurances  wiU  be  satis&ctory 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  whose  good  offices  are  always  so  grateful  to 
him,  and  whose  wishes  he  will  lose  no  opportunity  to  satisfy  upon  all-  occasions,  and 
especially  when,  as  in  the  present  case,  they  are  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  clainiA 
ofjustice  res];>ecting  a  nation  with  which  Colombia  is  at  peace. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  minister  his  most  cordial  assurances. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ, 

Hon.  General  Peter  J.  Sullivan, 

Minister  Bendent  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioaj  ^c,  ^,  4^ 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  73.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  June  18,  ISeS. 
Sir  :  The  policy  of  the  Colombian  government  is  evinced  in  ita  reply? 
marked  A,  herewith  transmitted,  to  my  notes  of  the  5th  of  October,  20th 
of  January,  and  5th  of  May  last,  (copies  of  which  I  have  duly  transmitted 
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to  your  department  with  iny  Nos.  33,  59,  and  G5,  of  October  12,  March 
28,  and  May  13  last,)  rehitive  to  the  inhuman  murder  of  native-bom 
citizens  of  our  country  by  national  officers  and  troops  of  Colombia,  at 
Carthagena,  on  the  1st  of  September  last. 

The  Colombian  government  transfers  the  whole  subject  for  further 
consideration  to  your  department.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN, 
lion.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WasMngtotiy  J>.  C. 


iSf'nor  Ptrez  to  Mr.  SuUivan. 
[Translation.] 

Offick  of  Tine  Intkuiou  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota^  June  10,  1868. 

The  unclersigned  has  tho  honor  to  reply  in  accordance  with  the  instrnctions  lie  has 
received  from  the  citizen  President,  to  the  note  which  your  excellency  waa  pleased  to 
address  to  this  office  under  date  of  May  5th  of  the  present  year. 

The  circunistances  which  took  ])lace  in  thu  city  of  Carthagena  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber, and  of  which  several  individuals  who  h:Ml  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer 
Cuyler  or  Rayo  were  victims,  are  among  those  which  have  caused  the  most  disagreea- 
ble impressions,  not  only  upon  the  authorities  of  the  country  but  also  upon  every  Col- 
ombian— especially  the  individual  at  present  in  charge  of  the  national  executive  power, 
has  deplored  such  shameful  events,  and  would  have  desired  to  have  at  his  command 
the  means  of  lessening  their  evil  results  and  of  insuring  condign  punishment  to  the 
culprits.  As  a  proof  thereof,  it  will  suffice  to  mention  the  care  and  spontaneonsness 
with  which  he  had  the  tradesman  Poflaranda  apprehended  hi  this  city  and  conveyed  to 
Carthageua  for  trial,  in  consequence  of  the  comiK'tcnt  authority  having  ordered  his 
imprisonment,  as  being  complicated  in  the  above-mentioned  events. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  citizen  President  does  not  conceive  that  the  government 
has  incuiTed  any  re8|K)nsibility  on  account  of  tho  above-mentioned  acts,  or  even  that 
the  fact  of  the  parties  against  whom  the  attacks  were  made  were  North  American  citi- 
zens on  the  1st  of  Sei)tember,  is  proved,  he  desires,  nevertheless,  to  satisfy,  in  what- 
ever it  appertains  to  him  to  do  so,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  nations  and  his  special 
obligations,  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which,  by  tho  apprecia- 
ble intervention  of  your  excellency,  has  thought  proper  to  claim  indemnification. 

With  a  view  thereto,  and  as  certain  documents  are  required  which  at  present  are  in 
the  office  of  the  President  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena,  which  will  aid  in  determ- 
ining the  nationality  of  the  parties  who  were  attacked  in  Carthagena  on  the  day  above 
mentioned,  the  citizen  President  has  resolved  to  transfer  to  Washington  the  present 
discussion,  and  General  Santos  Acosta  being  about  to  be  accredited  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  p1enix)otentiary  of  the  Colombian  Union,  one  of  his  duties  will  be 
that  of  continuing  there  the  discussion  of  this  business,  and  of  settling  it  in  accordance 
with  the  justice  and  the  honor  of  the  two  countries. 

The  executive  power  is  firmly  convinced  that  the  aforesaid  affair,  argued  and  brought 
to  a  close  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sullivan,  would  be  brought  to  an  equally  satisfactory  con- 
clusion ;  but  the  above-mentioned  circumstances  and  the  desire  that  the  other  import- 
ant questions  which  are  confided  to  your  excellency  may  not  suffer  any  interruption 
on  account  of  the  said  claim,  have  caused  him  to  come  to  this  resolution,  in  which  he  hopes 
the  honorable  minister  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  ardent  desire  of  the  Colombian 
government  to  attend,  both  here  and  in  Washington,  to  the  speedy  dispatch  of  all  tho 
questions  pending  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  takes  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  to  present  to  your 
excellency  the  most  evident  proofs  of  his  high  consideration. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 

Hon.  General  Petkr  J.  Sullivan, 

Itinister  Reaideut  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioaf  ^c,  j'C,  j-c 
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f 
Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr.  Sullican. 

No.  47.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  30, 1868. 

Sir  :  1  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  of  May  13th,  Xos.  65 
and  6(>. 

In  the  absence  of  a  fnll  report  of  the  evidence  adduced  upon  the  trial 
of  the  persons  accused  of  the  murder  of  Messrs.  Murdaugh  and  Borchart^ 
it  is  inii)ossible  to  form  a  confident  judgment  upon  the  good  faith  and 
integrity  of  the  Judicial  investigation,  and  the  conclusiveness  which 
should  i)e  attributed  to  its  result.  Meantime,  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  manifests  its  dispo- 
sition to  stigmatize  with  unmistakable  marks  of  its  displeasure  offi- 
cers who  are  supposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  outrage,  and  to 
provide  just  indemnity  for  the  families  of  the  deceased  and  for  the 
wounded  survivors  of  the  lawless  assault. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

\yiLLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  rfrc,  cfec,  etc. 


Mr,  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  83.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  September  3,  1868. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  36,  of  March  30th,  instructing  me 
t^  inquire  into  and  rei)ort  upon  the  nature  of  the  government  of  the 
island  of  Saint  Andrew's,  the  protection  it  afibrds  to  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty Mf  our  citizens  doing  business  therein,  and  whether  any  national 
interest  of  our  country  is  endangered  by  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that 
island  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  after  due  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  facts  in 
this  case,  I  have  learned  that  the  islands  of  Saint  Andrew's  and  l^rovi- 
deiice,  wliich  were  formerly  under  the  nominal  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  Bolivar,  but  now  under  that  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  are 
situated  in  latitude  13^  north,  about  two  hundred  miles  to  the  northwest 
of  Aspinwall  and  about  one  hundred  miles  east  of  the  Mosquito  coast. 

About  a  year  ago  the  State  of  Bolivar  ceded  these  islands  to  the  United 
States  of  Colombia;  and  for  fifteen  years  previously  Bolivar  had  exer- 
cised no  jurisdiction  over  them. 

The  only  government  that  has  existed  there  is  that  of  justice^s  of  the 
peace,  elected  by  the  inhabitants. 

Saint  Andrew's  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  and  is  about  ten  mile«  long. 

There  is  some  trade  in  cocoanuts  and  cattle  produced  on  these  islands; 
also,  in  turtles  and  tortoise-shells. 

Of  the  population  of  those  islands  I  know  nothing.  There  is  but  little 
or  no  communication  between  them  and  Colombia,  which  is  utterly  unahle 
to  govern  them. 

I  am  nnable  to  learn  the  extent  of  the  interest  of  our  country  in  said 
islands,  or  about  the  manner  of  treatment  of  our  people  doing  buMuess 
in  or  with  them,  and  therefore  suggest  that  one  of  our  war  steamers  be 
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ordered  there,  witbont  delay,  to  exainiae  into  and  report  upon  all  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  youl*  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,,  Washington,,  I),  0. 


Mr.  SuUiran  to  ^fr,  Seicard, 

No.  87.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  September  14, 1863. 

Sib:  Ecuador  in  jf^^i^hing;  her  capital,  Quito,  has  been  assailed  by  a 
violent  earthquake ;  her  next  largest  city,  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
has  vanished  into  the  newly-opened  jaws  of  mother  earth.  Earthquakes, 
volcanoes,  have  visited  her  with  a  red-hot  rod  of  vengeance,  which,  as 
the  accredited  report  now  stands,  has  caused  her  to  almost  vanish  from 
the  fond  gaze  of  her  sister  republics. 

Her  minister,  now  by  my  side,  tells  me  that  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Quito  have  been  either  destroyed  or  shaken  to  the  foundation;  that 
several  towns  have,  with  their  inhabitants,  almost  entirely  disappeared; 
that  on  the  16th  of  August  last,  the  day  of  their  destruction,  a  cloud  of 
darkness  had  gathered  over  and  around  the  doomed  places  of  fond 
abode;  that  deafening  peals  of  thunder  and  vivid  flashes  of  lightning 
were  answered  by  horrid  shocks  of  earthquakes  and  nimierous  founts  of 
smoke  and  fire  spouting  from  the  trembling  earth,  which  in  some  parts 
opened  its  devouring  mouths,  and  all  within  tbeir  reach  had  sunk  into 
the  gulf  below ;  that  the  adjacent  hills  had  blazed  with  jetting  fire  and 
throw  n  volcanic  showers  around  them ;  that  no  fewer  than  thirty  thomand 
persons  had  perished  in  this  terrible  catastrophe,  whose  loss  throws  a 
fearful  pall  over  all  the  heretofore  happy  and  thriving  but  now  mourn- 
ing peoi)le  of  Ecuador.    The  end  is  not  yet  fully  known  here. 

The  minister  also  says  that  our  legation's  valuable  etiects  in  Quito 
must  have  been  destroyed  or  greatly  damaged,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
this  appalling  visitation  of  God's  manifest  pow(^r  there  resided  a  large 
number  of  our  people  in  that  city.  1  suggest,  therefore,  that  our  govern- 
ment send  an  authorized  officer  to  Quito  to  ascertain  our  loss.  • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stahj  Washington,  IK  V, 


Mr.  Sullivan  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  94.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  October  10,  1808. 

Sir:  The  people  of  Bogota  are  greatly  excited.  For  some  time  past 
both  the  liberal  and  conservative  parties  of  the  State  of  Cundinamai'ea 
were  preparing  to  make  war  upon  each  other,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
power  only. 

Very  early  this  morning  the  government  of  the  State  was  overthrown, 
and  its  President  imprisoned  by  the  national  troops,  under  orders  of  the 
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national  executive  government  of  Colombia,  and  a  provisional  State 
government  has  been  already  organized,  composed  of  the  friends  of  the 
federal  government. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  were  but  two  persons  killed 
and  three  wounded  in  tins  affair. 

The  State  government  was  in  the  hands  of  the  conservatives,  who  are 
strongly  opposed  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  national  government. 

Fighting  is  not  only  going  on  in  different  parts  of  this  State,  but,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  also  in  other  Statesof  this  unhappy  country,  between 
the  liberals  and  conservatives. 

Bogota  is,  at  noon  to-day,  quiet.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  formed  an  opin- 
ion as  to  the  merits  or  results  of  this  gloomy  affair. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

PETER  J.  SULLIVAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wdshington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  inclose,  herewith,  the  Diario  Oficialof  this  date,  which  reacbed 
me  after  I  had  written  the  above  dispatch,  giving  the  reasons  of  tlie 
executive  government  for  its  conduct  in  said  matter. 

P.  J.  8. 


[From  tho  Diario  Oflcial,  of  the  United  States  of  Columbia,  October  10,  lt)6d.— TraniilatioB.] 
1  he  President  of  the  republic  to  his  fellow  countrymen : 

Yesterday  there  appeared  on  the  comers  of  this  city,  and,  moreover,  I  Ueanl  of  it  in 
an  authentic  manner,  a  decree  of  the  Governor  of  Cundinamarca,  in  which  certain  laws 
of  the  State  assemhly  were  violated  hy  the  caHing  of  a  convention  by  means  of  an 
election,  which  was  to  be  controlled  by  two  thousand  bayonet*,  in  accordance  with 
provisions  dictated  in  usurpation  of  jiowers  belonging  to  the  legislative  department,  in 
actual  contra'^ntion  to  the  national  constitution,  which  imposes  upon  the  States  the 
obligation  to  organize  themselves  under  a  republican,  representative,  and  popular  fonn 
of  government. 

As  early  as  two  nights  ago,  forces  quietly  recruited  in  the  departments  began  tn 
enter  this  city,  the  residence  of  the  high  federal  authorities;  and  yesterday,  a  few  hour* 
after  the  crime  of  treason  and  usurpation,  consummat>iHl  bj'  the  executive  government 
of  this  State,  was  publicly  announced,  auother  body  of  trooi)s  a^iproached  tlie  city  and 
made  known  its  arrival  by  the  assassuiation  of  a  peaceable  and  innocent  citizen. 

As  the  ^lardian  of  national  public  order,  as  a  protector  of  individual  rights,  sworn 
to  maintain  due  respect  to  tho  national  government  and  the  integi'ity  of  the  Union  bv 
the  coDstitutioual  harmony  of  the  States,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  avenge  this  out- 
rageous insult  to  the  federal  authorities  besieged  in  their  own  capital. 

At  the  request  of  tho  constitutional  government  of  Cundinamarca,  and  in  conformity 
to  law,  I  determined  to  make  use  of  my  constitutional  powers  to  arrest,  without  dt*bT. 
those  disturbers  of  public  peace. 

I  have  ^iven  ample  proof  of  my  profound  resiwct  for  law,  and  I  am  determined  U 
show  my  impartiality  in  all  party  contests ;  but  though  I  give  all  my  respect  to  law 
and  justice,  nothing  will  make  me  bow  to  revolutions  and  fly  from  insurgents. 

TJic  general  government  allows  all  rights  but  that  of  c(mspiracy. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  all  politicalpai  ties  may  depend  upon  my  support  in  any  vic- 
tories obtained  by  legal  voting ;  but  I  will  never *allow  them  to  use  force,  particuIarlT 
when  it  is  in  rebel  hands  and  in  the  service  of  perjured  officials. 

Bogota,  October  10,  1868. 

SANTOS  GUTIERBi:Z. 

Santiago  Teri'IZ, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Miguel  Sampkr, 

Secretary  of  Finance  and  Industry. 

Serjio  Camargo, 

Secretary  of  JVar  and  Marine. 

NARCI80  Oenzalez  Sixeros, 

Senefary  of  the  Treasury  and  National  Credit. 
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[Editorial  on  (ho  samo  Hubjwt.l 


The  constant  desire  of  the  present  ndministration  has  been  to  i)re8erve  i)eaco.  In  his 
6r8t  message  to  congress,  the  President  insisted  n]»on  the  necessity  of  a  law,  in  accord- 
ance with  provisions  of  the  constitntion,  giving  the  chief  exccntivo  the  power  to  pre- 
serve piibhc  order.  This  was  not  done,  althongh  the  government  organ  demonstrated 
the  evil  consequences  of  such  neglect,  apparently  for  the  reason  that  divergences  of 
opinions  among  the  legislators  jirevented  agivement  nimn  the  ])est  mode  of  effecting 
the  di'sired  result. 

In  this  case  the  good  intent  and  sincere  wish  of  a  President  charged  with  the  pres- 
ei-vation  of  the  integrity  of  the  nation  could  not  ho  nM)re  evident,  when  he  asks  the 
assembled  reiiresentatives,  frankly  and  urgently,  to  define  a  plain  and  permanent  line 
of  conduct  for  him  to  observe  in  any  emergency. 

Although  the  law  was  not  passed,  the  President  has  the  power  granted  by  the  con- 
stitution, and  this  ho  may  use  to  the  utmost  extent.  The  error  ineun-ed  by  exercising 
it,  for  want  of  legal  authority,  urgently  asked  for,  can  in  no  case  be  attributed  to  one 
who  persistently  demanded  that  authority;  nor  can  it  be  comprehended  how  he  can 
refrain  from  acting  with  due  severity  under  the  circumstances,  particularly  when 
there  is  no  constitutional  provision  against  it.  The  duty  of  every  government  is  self- 
preservation  and  protcM^tion  to  its  sulyects;  and  to  do  this  the  government  nuist  have 
the  necessary  i)ower  to  act  rigorously  under  all  circumstances.  The  great  expenses  of 
the  country  to  sustain  the  general  goveniment,  and  the  immense  resources  put  at  its 
disposal,  show  the  importance  of  such  government,  and  the  object  for  which  it  was 
created,  which  was  certainly  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  the  maintenance  of  friendly 
relations  with  forei»pi  nations,  and  to  administer  home  aftairs  with  justice  and  economy. 

The  essential  basis  of  the  Colombian  Union  is  the  acknowledgment  and  protection 
by  the  general  government,  as  well  as  by  the  State  governments,  of  all  personal  rights 
justly  claimed  by  the  citizens  and  iiduibitants  of  the  national  territory.  Therefore  the 
chief  executive  insists  upon  respect  to  those  rights  by  all  the  officials  of  Stato  govern- 
ments. In  some  States  where  political  factions  violate  or  neglect  those  rights,  the 
oxecutive  laments  that  ho  has  not  been  able  to  remedy  the  evil;  but,  wherever  ho 
could,  he  has  never  ceased  to  try  to  restore  order  by  moral  suasi(m.  I'^ven  when  the 
troubles  first  began  in  Cundina\narea,  he  did  wliat  he  could  to  ouiet  them;  but  all  was 
vain,  till  finally  the  revolution  broke  out  in  the  State,  on  the  9tn  instauf,  and  through 
the  governor's  infiuence. 

It  is  well  known  that  lie  sanctioned  the  laws  enacted  by  the  last  assembly,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  do;  but  this  sanction  was  given  reluctantly,  and  he  tuxm  viojjited  the  very 
laws  he  had  promised  to  obey,  by  decrws  t<^nding  to  prcHluce  disturbances  in  every  dis- 
trict.   Anarchy  and  want  of  confidence  is  the  consequent  result. 

In  contemplating  this  state  of  afiairs,  the  chief  of  the  general  goveniment  omitted 
nu  peaceful  ettbrt  to  restore  confidence  and  order;  but  all  was  vain.  This  rebellion 
against  the  legislative  power  was  soon  followed  by  resistance  to  the  judicial  power  of 
ilw.  State.  If  the  governor  had  not  interfered  witli  State  institutions,  the  general  gov- 
ernment would  have  remained  silent;  but  that  official  forced  a  war  between  the  cen- 
tral and  State  governments,  and  the  sad  consequences  of  this  disniptitm  are  now  antici- 
pated. He  not  only  armed  his  own  partisans,  but  old  rebels  who  had  become  scanda- 
lously notorious,  and  man'hed  them  into  the  capital  of  the  republic,  where  there  was 
nobody  to  fight;  for  neither  the  judicial  nor  the  legislative  power  had  any  armed  forces 
ready  to  resist  an  assault  or  invasion. 

Thus  the  federal  government  was  placed  in  a  perilous  ccmditiou;  the  capital  was  in- 
vaded by  enemies  to  all  the  principles  of  good  government,  and  the  central  power  saw 
itself  on  the  point  of  being  compelled  to  succumb. 

The  invading  forces  continued  to  increase  in  numbers  and  to  accumulate  resources 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  legitimate  power.  The  national  forces  were  not  armed;  they 
were  scattered  at  a  distance  from  tlie  capital,  and  could  not  be  readily  drawn  together; 
if  resistance  was  attemjited,  these  distinct  squads  would  be  intercepted  as  they  came  in, 
and  all  would  have  been  lost.  In  fact,  the  general  government  was  besieged,  and  its 
aid  and  allies  could  not  enter. 

What  a  trying  situation  for  a  government  that  had  sworn  to  preserve  order  and  pro- 
tect its  subjects  in  the  enj(»ymentof  their  constitutiouiil  rights! 

The  capital  of  the  republic,  the  residence  of  the  diplomatic  body,  to  which  interna- 
tional law  and  imblic  treaties  place  under  the  protection  of  the  national  g(»vernment, 
and  whose  agents  need  security  in  their  domiciles  and  persons  for  the  proper  exercise 
of  their  functions,  could  not  submit  to  such  indignity.  And  who  were  these  enemies? 
They  were  outlaws,  who  cared  for  no  permanent  form  of  government,  but  sought  per- 
petual changes  for  the  benefit  of  plunder.  And  this  was  dared  in  the  face  of  the  fed- 
eral government,  by  a  p<u*tion  of  the  Colombian  guard,  whose  djjty  it  was  to  obey  the 
constitution  and  protect  the  city! 

Uiidrr  a  government  organized  in  acc<»rdan(!e  with  article  1,  section  H  of  theconsti- 
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tatioTiy  all  personal  rights  may  be  considered  as  sufficiently  protected  by  Stat«  institih 
tions.  The  only  guarantee  that  the  general  government  can  offer  to  the^se  right;*,  ac- 
cording to  the  federal  constitution,  is  to  cause  the  Hupreuie  court  and  senate"  to  susueu^ 
or  repeal  all  legislative  acts  that  may  trespass  upon  such  rights.  But  when  the  local 
povevunient  troacheronsly  changes  its  nature,  the  general  government,  whose  duty  it 
18  to  prot^^ct  individual  rights  and  social  interests,  muxt  not  abandon  them  to  a  revolu- 
tionary faction,  without  responsibility,  depending  up4>u  the  success  of  it<s  arms  for  ii.« 
e^steuce,  and  which  can  have  no  intercourse  with  any  foreign  uiiniHters  while  it  L« 
engaged  in  the  destruction  of  order  and  security. 

For  these  reasons  the  citizen  President  of  the  Union  has  judged  it  his  duty,  on  the 
petition  of  the  constitutional  government  ofCundinamarea,  and  in  ctmcert  with  it,  t*> 
disarm  the  partisans  of  the  revolution  which  was  declared  on  the  9th  instant  in  th^ 
capital  of  the  republic.  He  believes  it  his  solemn  duty  to  secure  order  by  preventixi, 
or  stopping  a  war  that  would  certainly  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  country  and  tue  destruc- 
tion of  its  credit ;  aiul  this  he  hastens  to  accomplish  in  due  time,  and  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  prevent  useless  sacrifices  of  all  sorts. 

The  nation,  which  bears  witness  to  the  im])artiality  of  the  present  administratioa,  m 
Its  attempts  to  pre>serve  order  and  its  efforts  to  secure  public  })eace,  which  has  aeen  th? 
respect  it  has  shown  for  all  legitimate  State  goverumeutii,  anil  wliich  must  agree  that 
no  usurimtiou  can  bo  tolerattid  neither  morally  nor  constitutionally,  will  do  just4t.T 
to  the  plans  we  have  adopt>i)d  in  compliance  with  our  ackuowkulged  duty  to  prMenrr 
public  peace  and  order.  This  plan  consists  in  defending  citizens  ami  institutions  agatiji&t 
factions  attempting  to  impose  upon  them  and  destroy  them  in  an  illegal  manner. 

The  State  of  Cundinamarea,  once  more  under  the  control  of  its  constitution  and  it4 
legitimate  rulers,  continues  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  self-government. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  SuUtvan. 

No.  62.]  I)EPARTl\rENT  OF  STATE, 

Washingtafij  November  25, 1868. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  munler  at  Carthagenaof  part 
of  the  cr^w  of  the  steamer  Ciiyler  or  Rayo,  which  it  is  understood  is  last 
mentioned  by  you  in  your  No.  73,  of  the  isth  of  June  last^  I  have  to  stat€ 
that,  as  the  further  discussion  of  the  subject  has  been  transferred  hither, 
the  instruction  to  the  effeetthat  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  yon  to  renew 
the  discussion  at  Bogota  is  hereby  reiterated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Peter  J.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  ifcc,  cCr.,  cC:o. 


COLOMBIAN  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Salgar  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation*  OF  the  United  States  of  OoLOMBiAy 

Washington^  January  5,  1867. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  R.  R.  Ouyler  J  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  under  instructions  from  my  g^overnment,  1 
have  concluded  for  it  a  contract  of  purchase,  and  in  conformity  there 
with  she  is  to  be  delivered,  armed,  in  such  port  of  the  United  State;»  o( 
Colombia  as  in  due  time  may  be  designated.  The  owners  fear  that  stt 
the  moment  of  departure  some  hiuderance  thereto  may  be  offered,  from 
believing  that  she  is  intended  for  hostile  action  on  some  nation  wiri 
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which  the  United  States  of  America  hold  friendly  relations,  and  there- 
fore 1  have  been  asked  to  make  this  statement. 

I  avail  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  ray  very  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  • 

EUSTOKJIO  SALGAR. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  itc,  d^c.^  &c. 


•^i^i 


w 


Mr.  Salgar  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translatiou.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States  op  Colombia, 

WashingtoUj  February  6, 18G7. 

Sib  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, has  the  honor  te  submit  to  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  the  following  facts. 

On  or  about  the  17th  day  of  December,  1866,  the  undersigned,  through 
his  agent  Verno^  H.  Brown,  of  New  York,  made  an  agreement  with 
Kussell  Sturges  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  purchase 
from  them  of  the  steamship  E.  R.  Cuyler,  to  be  fitted,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  said  agent,  as  a  ship  of  war,  and  when  so  fitted  to  receive 
on  board  armament,  ordnance  stores,  and  such  other  cargo  as  might  be 
required,  and  to  be  delivered  with  such  armament,  ordnance  stores,  and 
cargo,  to  the  government  of  the  undersigned  at  one  of  its  Atlantic 
porta,  when  and  where  the  puichase  price  of  said  steamship  would  be 
payable.  The  said  vessel  has  been  fitted  up  by  the  sellers,  and  the  cargo 
has  been  purchased  and  put  on  board  by  the  said  agent  for  the  account 
of,  and  is  owned  by,  the  government  of  the  undersigned,  andthe  vessel 
was  ready  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  to  be  delivered  according  to  agree- 
ment, on  the  2d  day  of  February  instant. 

Mr.  Sturges,  on  the  day  last  named,  presented  at  the  New  York  custom- 
house a  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  and  demanded  a  clearance 
thereof  to  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  a  port  of  Colombia.  The  clearance 
was  granted  and  the  vessel  was  about  to  proceed  to  sea,  when  the  cus- 
toms officers  of  the  port  of  New  York  went  on  board,  took  possession, 
and  claimed  the  vessel  and  cargo  as  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and 
they  still  hold  and  detain  the  vessel  and  her  cargo. 

The  undersigned  is  not  informed  of  any  fact^  or  reasons  which  can  jus- 
tify the  seizure  or  detention  of  the  vessel  or  caigo.  The  vessel  was  pur- 
chased in  good  faith  by  the  undersigned  for  his  government  and  her  des- 
tination is  a  port  of  Colombia  for  the  purpose  of  deliveiy  to  that  govern- 
ment. The  undersigned  claims  that  the  purchase  and  the  voyage  are 
lawful ;  and  he  respectfuUyTcquests  that  the  vessel  may  be  released,  and 
that  she  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  her  cargo  to  the  port  of  destination. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  A\illiam  H.  Seward  assu- 
rances of  the  high  consideration  with  which  he  remains  his  obedient 
servant, 

EUSTORJIO  SALGAR. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifec,  etc.,  ike. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sefwr  Salgar. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  13, 1867. 

Sir:  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the 
cletiiatiou  of  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler  at  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  subject  having  been  refert'efl  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, he  declares  the  result  of  his  examination  to  be  that  if  the  Colom- 
bian government  were  now  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  had  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  her  voyage  to  a  port  of  that  country,  he  would 
advise  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  and  the  dismissal  of  the 
libel  which  has  been  filed  against  her.  Understanding  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  contract  of  sale  Messrs.  Sturges  &  Co.  continue  to  be  the  owners, 
and  the  vessel  under  their  control  until  delivery  at  a  Colombian  port,  he 
is  of  the  opinion  that  they  should  enter  into  the  bond  required  by  the 
9th  section  of  the  neutrality  act  of  April  20, 1818,  and  that  thereupon 
the  libel  will  be  dismissed  and  the  vessel  delivered  to  them  to  proceed 
on  her  voyage. 

The  action  of  the  government  will  be  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of 
the  Attorney  General.  # 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  mj 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

General  Don  Eustorjio  Salgar,  (fee.,  cfec,  i&c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sefwr  Murillo. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  9, 1867. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Murillo,  and  has 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions,*  which  were  addressed  on 
the  27th  of  September  last  to  Peter  J.  Sullivan,  esquire,  United  States 
minister  at  Bogota,  in  reference  to  the  aflfair  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

*  For  inclosnre  boo  correspondenco  with  United  States  minister  to  the  United  States 
of  Colombift. 
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